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PREFACE.

P THE following authentic accounts ef remark-

s ableCulpritsarerespectfuily submittedtothe .
3 Public with the view of being doublyserviceable ;
—First, by being a warning Lo youth; who, seri-
ously considering the fatal end of vice, as'almost
every page in this work records, may early
imbibe a-due abhorrence of its deformity and
Tearn by t'mes to shun its dangerous path, We
are told that a young man was happily reclaim-
ed by the representation of the play of ¢ George
Barnwell,” it is not thérefore improbable but
the ‘sccies of depr.sity which these volumes
disclose may have an equal impression.—
Secondly, by being a useful book of reference,
with re-pect to extraordinary cases: conse-
quently, it is presumed, the CuiMiNaL Rg-
corpek will not be unwaorthy the libiary of
all classes. W have hau, it  1x t ue, many
voluminous works of this natu:e : but they have

been vne and all, tedious detasis ot every male- -
factor, and cons quently repetitions ot the same
cases; calculated more o disgus, than etther

i mterost
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" PREFACE.

interest or instruct the reader. The following,
however, is a collection of the most extraordi-
nary Characters in the Un1Tep KincpoM who

_have suffered Death, Transportation, &c. for
their various offences; including others which
have been atlended with remarkable verdicts,
&c. Some who have endured a limited con-
finementhave, we acknowledge, been purposely
omitted; in hopes that they are now no longer
aoffenders, but useful members of spciety. The
embellishments which accompany several of pur
narratives have beep taken from origizal ike-
nesses, and we trust, will be a further recomp
mendation of our work.

As an interesting Appendix to this Work,
an accqunt of the variods Punishments inflicted
om those who transgress the laws of the
Country ; viz, the Rack, Knout, Cage, Guillo-
tine, &c. as, well as a description of their
Crimes by which these Punishments are incur-
red, &c. &c. are given in the lysi volume,
under appropriate heads, alphabetically arrang-
ed from the best authorities, including some
original observations; which improvement is

* further illustrated by suitable Plates descriptive

of those modes of Punishment, &c. used by

those who make depredations on Society, by
which the unwary may guard against them.
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BloéRAPHICAL
SKETCHES,
§c. .

R — |

ALEXANDER, MOSES, (FORGERY,) was &
native of the city of Glasgow, in North Britain,
He was scarcely arrived to manhcod when he tra-
velled to London ; and for several years he carried

of goods, but linen was the principal article in
which he dealt. He was naturally of an industrious

disposition ; and his industry.procured him success.

He nade overtures of marriage to a young woman,
who had two uncles possessed of considerable pro-
perty ; and knowing that they intended to give her
a marrjage-portion, and to make her their heir, he
gained credit for a large assortment of linen-drapery
goods, and opened a warehouse on Fish-street-hill;
accordipgly the young woman’s relations, believing

him to Be in flourishing circumstances, gave tfeir

consent to the marriage, which was in a short time
solemnized ; soon afterwards he connected himself
in partnership with a linen-draper in Holborn,
named Nicol, who was a man of unblemished inte-
grity, but encuinbered with a numerous family,’
which occasioned some pecuniary embarrastments.
This man being perfectly conversant in the whole-
'VOL.Ie Tx sale

afpack about the country, retailing different sorts
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2 ALEXANDER.

sale branch of the linen trade, it was agreed that he
should travel to Manchester, Glasgow, and other
places, for the purpose of purchasing goods.  Alex-
ander kept the eircumstances of his partnership a
profound secret from his wife's rélations ; but vne
of her uncles happened to be in samxander’s count-
ing house, when a bill was brought tor acceptance,
payable by Alexander and Nicol. Hereupon the
gentleman upbraided theformer for concealing from -
him so material a circumstance as that of his being
connected in partnership 3 the other declared, that
no partnership subsisted ; that Nicol was no more
than his servant, and had inserted his own name in -
the draft either thiough mistake or villainy. On
Nicol’s return to Lor n in about two months,
Alexander denied his having a right to part of the
business; and said he would submit the decision of
the case to the court of chancery. Though articles
of co-partnership had been regularly executed, Ni-
col, on account of his embarrassed circumstances,
declined catering into an expensive suit of law ; and
about eight months after this difference, which
took place in the summer of 1765, Alexander hav-
ing quitted his house on Fish-street-hill, and opened
a warehouse in Tooley-street, Seuthwark, failed to
the amount of about sixty thousand pounds:*here-
upon it was publicly known, that he was the prin-
ipal of a great number of retail shops established in
different parts of the town, under a variety of
names; and it was considered as an extraordinary
circumstance, that,with a capital so very inadequate
to the extensive trade into which he bad launched,
he should be able to support his credit forsolong a
period: but the public surprize abated when it
was discquered, that he had chiefly depended on the
circulation of notes of hand and bills of exchange.
] ) After



.ALEXANDER. 8
After some time he engaged again in business, and
a second failure took place; though for a sum
greatly infetior to the claims of his former creditors.
Having 'now no expectation of assistance from his
wife’s relations, he contrived means for establish-
ing himself again in business, which he was better
enabled to carry on by means of notes of hand being
frequently lent him by a man named Brown. This
Brown was in France towards the end of the year
1768 ; and about that time he became connected
with one Aked, of Leeds, in Yorkshire, whose notes
be passed for the support of his droop'ng credir, in
the manner that he had formerly negociated those
of Brown. Having borrowed eighty pouuds on a
iote of Aked's, endorsed in the name of Brown, for
ninety-eight pounds, six shillings, and it not being
paid when due, he gave Mr. Fryar, who had ad-
vanced the money, another note, as a coliaterai secu-
rity, assuring him that in a few days the notes
should be redeemed. At length Fryar accused™
Alexander of forgery: and he was committeu to
Newgate. He was acquitted on indictments found
against him for two other offences of a similar na-
ture ; but though several witnesscs swore the wri-
ting was not .the prisoner’s, he was convicted of °
forging the indorsement on the bill for ninery-eight
pounds, six shiilings, Brown would have proved
the most material witness 3 and, had he been in
England, the prisoncr would, perhaps, havederived
great advantage from his evidence. His behaviour,
while in Newgate, was suitable to his unbappy cir<
cumstances; but he entertained “strong hopes of
being considered, as an object of the royal mercy.
Indeed trom a variety of circumstance» great num-
ber. of people believed him to be innocent of the
fact; and very powerful interest was made tor pre-
B2 serving



4 ANDREWS.

serving his life. On the morning appointed ¥or his
execution he Was respited for a weck 5 and before
the expiration of that time (it being represented that .
messengets were gone to France in search of Brown)

_ he was respited for @ week longer. Brown’s affida-
vit was brought from France, expressing that bhe
wrote the indorsement that Alexander had been

. charged with forging. The affidavit being carried
to his Majesty at Richmend, he was pleased to re-
fer the matter to Lord Weymouth ; but his lord-
ship’s interference could not be obtained, he beilg
then at hisscountry-seat.  The sheriffs attended at
Newgate the next morning, ih order to conduct the
prisoner to the place of execution. He informed
them that his friends were gone to Richmond, to
make a second applicgtion to the king; and they
consented to defer their melancholy office till the
issue of the intercession should be known. No fur-
ther respite being obtained, the prisoner was taken
from Newgate about half: past twelve o’clock, ate"
tended by a dissenting minister, with whom he
prayed in an earnest and devout manuer. At the
place of execution his behaviour was decent and
composed ; and he persisted in the declaration of his
innocence till the last moment of his life.  He suf-
fered about half past two in the afternoon of the
oth of Aagust, 1769. ’ T e

ALPRESS, JOSEPH. See GUYANT, JOHN. © ™

ANDREWS, JOHN, (FORGERY) wasa native
of Essex, and for some time grazier, having sent a
number of cattle to Smithfield market ; after which
he sailed to the East-Indies, where he acquired'a
sufficient sum to enable him to dea} in seamen’s
tickets, on his return to'England. This business,
sufficiently oppressive to the poor sailors, he carried
to the height of extortion, and frequently obtaineo&‘i:

‘
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of them fifty per cent. on advancing money on
their tickets. Ar.er thus lending money for some
time, he ventured on the dangerous practice of forg-.
ing the wills of seamen, in order to defraud thec wi-
dows, and met with a narrow escape at Maidstone,
onacharge of publishing a forged letter of attorney. .
He employed some women of his acquaintance in
London, to whom he used to give small gratuities,
to personate the widows of seamen, and by their
perjuries he frequently acquired considerable sums
of money, Quairelling at last with a woman named .
Elizabeth Nicholls, with whom he was thas connec-
ted, blows ensued, and the woman determined tabe
revenged, but disguised her sentiments, till she bad
an opportunity-of injuring him in the most essential
manner. He applied to heron a particular occasion
to personate the widow of a seaman to whom thirty
pounds weie due, and to swear that she had awillin
her faver. 'T'he woman, with a view first to make
an advantage of Andrews, and then to betray him,
did as she was directed, and signasd her name to a
forged will in Doctors Commons, in consequence of
which Andrew? received thirty poundsat the Navy
Office, and became possessed of .the seaman’s ticket
for fourteen pounds. This ticket he offered for
sale to a man whokept an alehouse in Oxford-road
but the latter refused to buy it, unless the woman
would sign the receipt for it, which she readily did,
expecting Andrews would give her a good part of
the money thus iilegally obtained ; but un his refu-
sal to give hef more than half a guinea, she deter-
mined on immediate revenge. To carry her schene
into effectual éxecution, she went to another woman
with whom Andrews was connected; and bota of
then having given informaticn against him, lre was

taken into custody, and lodged in Nevigate. As it
33 was

”
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was presumed that his offences had, been numerous
the following scheme was adopted to find full evi-
dence of his guilt. The lord mayor commissioned
a person, who had formerly known him, to go to
Newgate, and hint to him that a warrant would be
issued tq search’his lodgings. Andrews having pa-
" perswhich he thovght of great consequence to con-
ceal, desired his supposed friend to pack them in a
basket, and leave them with an acquaintance in the
Minories. Hereupon the prisoner gave the man
his keys, who went, packed up the goods,.and car-
ried them as directed. Thiswas done to discovery
if possible, whether Andrews had any accomplices;
that, if he had, his guilt might be the more clearly
ascertained, by procuring stronger evidence against
him. When the papers were deposited in the Mi-
nories the lord- mayor- issued a search-warrant; in
consequence of which his officers found sixty-four
forged wills and powers of attorney ; but no proof
arose that hie had any accomplices, except the wo-
men whom he had employed as his agents. One of
these women, however, deposed that she hadreceived
above five hundred pounds for him, by swearing to
forged wills, but that half a guinea for each per~
jury was all the compensation she received. An-
" drews, who nas in possession of a considerable sum
of money when he was committed to Newgate, had
no idea that suficient evidence could be adduced of
his guilt ; but when he was brought to trial, the tese
timony of the two women was so positive against
him, that the jury did not hesitate to convict him,
and sentence of death passed of course., His beha-
viour after conviction was remarkably morose, re-
served, and untractable. He absolutely rejected the
-good offices of the ordinary of Newgate, whick at
firgt caused a suspicion that he wasa Roman Catho-

lic;
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lic; but as he was not visited by any priest, this sus-
picion worc‘oﬂ", and his rejection was attributed to
the obstinacy and gloom of his own mind  He re-
fused to acknowledge the justice of the sentence by
which he was condemned ; alledging, in excuse for
his conduct, that having lost large sums of money by
some seamen, he was justified in endeavouring to
make others pay the deficiency. He seemed agi-
tated in the highest degree when put into the cart
on the morning of execution. His whole frame was
convulsed ; and when at the fatal tree, despair
seemed to have taken possession of his soul. He
said a short prayer, but did not address ‘the sur-
rounding multitude, He suffered at Tybum,
March 23, 1752. .
ANGIER, HUMPHRY, (ROBBER,) was a
native of Ireland, horn near Dublin ; but his pa-
rents removing to Cork, put him apprentice to a
cooper in that city, He kad not been long in this
station before his master desired to get rid of him,
on account of his untoward disposition. Thus dis-
charged, he lived the life of a vagabond for two:
years, and his father apprehending that he weuld
come to a fatal end, brought him to England in the
eighteenth year of his age. Still, however, he con-
tinued his dissipated course of life, till having got
considerably in debt, he enlisted for a soldier, to
avoid being lodged in prisen. As this bappened in
the year 1715, hg wassent to Scotland to oppose the
rebels ; but robbing a farmer in that country, he
was punished by receiving five hundred lashes, in
consequence of the sentence of a Court Martial,
The rebellion ended,»Angier'came to London, and
obtained his discharge. Here he became acquainted
with William Duce (see Duce) whdse sister he
married at an alehouse in the verge of the Qg:t;
¢
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- After this heenlisted a second time, and the regiment
being oidered to Vigo, he took his wife with
bim. The greater part of the Spaniards having
abandoued the place, Angier obtained a consider-
able sum by plunder. On his return to England he
became acquainted with Butler’s associates, and was
concerned with them in several of their lawless de-
predations, but refused to have any share inacts of
barbarity. Angier now kept a house of ill fame,

- which was resorted to by the other thieves; and one
night .after they had been out on one of their
exploits, Meads told the following horrid tale:
¢ We have been out, and the best fun of all was,
an engagement with a smock-faced shoewiaker,

. whom we met on the Kentish-road. We asked
him how far he was going,-and he said, he was just
married, and going home to see his relations. Af-
ter a little more discourse, we persuaded him to turn
rather out of the road to look for a bird’s nest,
which as soon as he had dome, we bound and gagged
him, after which we robbed him, and were going
away ; but I being in a merry humour, and want-
ing to have a little diveision, turned about with
my pistol, and shot him through the head.”” Bad
as Angier was in other respects, he was shocked at
this story, told his companions that there was no
courage in cruelty, and from that time refused to

drink with any of them. After this he kept a

house of ill fame near Charing Cross, letting lodg-
ings to thieveg, and receiving stolen goods.  While
in this way of life he went to see an ‘execution at
Tyburn, and did not retuin till four o’clock the
next morning ; when, during his absence an affair
happened, which was attended with troublesome
consequences. A Dutch weman meeting with a
gentleman in the street, conducted him to Angier’s

house,

-
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bouse, where he drank so freely that h'e' fell asleep,
and the woman robbing him of his watch and
money, made her escape. The gentleman awaking
when Angier returned, charged him with the rob-
bery, in consequence of which he was committed to
prison, but was afterwards discharged, the grand
jury not finding the bill against him. Soon after
hig wife was indicted for robbing a gentleman of
his watch and a guinea, but was fortunate enough
to be acquitted for want of evidence. The follow-
ing accident happened about the same time: A wo-
man named Turner had drank so much at Angier’s
house that he conducted her up to bed’; but while
he was in the room with her, his wife entered in a
rage,"and demanding of her how she could pre-
sume to keep company with her husband, ate
tacked and beat the woman. William Duce being.
in the house, went up to interfere ; but the distur.
bance was by this time so great, that it was neces-
sary to send for a constable. The o cer no sooner
arrived, than Mrs. Turner charged Angier and his
wife with robbing her; on which they were taken
into custody, and committed ; but when they were
brought to trial, they were acquitted, as therc was
no proof of any robbery, to the satisfaction of the
jury. Dyer, who was evidence against Duce and
Butler, lived at this time with Angieras a waiter;
and the master and the man used occasionally 10
commit footpad robberies together ; for which they
were several times apprehended, and tried at the Old
Bailey ; but acquitted, as the prosecutors could not
swear to their persons. Angier’s character now
grem so notorious, that no person of any repuration
would be seen in his house; and the expences attend-
ing his repeated prosecutions wereso great, that he
was compelled to decline business.  After thisl; hi
€p
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kept a gin-shop in Short’s.gardens, Drury-lane ; and
this house was frequentgd by company of the same
kind as those he had formerly entertained, particu-
larly parson Lindsey. Lindsey baving:prevailed on

-a gentl-man to go to this house, made hin drunk,

and then robbed him of several valuable articles;
but procuring himself to be admitted an evidence,
charged Angier and his wife with the robbery:
they had again the good fortune to escape, the
characterat Lindsey being at this time so infamous,
that the court and jury paid no regard to any thing
he said. Soon after, however, Mrs. Angier was
transported for picking a gentleman’s pocket, and
hec husband was convicted on two capital indicts
ments 3 the one for robbing Mr. Lewin, the city
marshal, near Hornsey, of .ten guineas and some
silver, and the other for robbing a waggoner, near
Knightsbridge. - On both these trials, Dyer, who
was concerned in the robberies, was admitted an evi-
dence against Angier. After conviction, lie was
visited by numbers of persons, whaose pockets had
been picked of valuable articles, in the hope of get-
ting some intelligence of the property they had lost 3
but he said, ¢ he was never guikty of such inean
practices as picking of pockets, and-zll his asso-
ciates were above it, except one Hugh Kelly, who

* was transported for robbing & woman of a shroud,:

which she wa- carrying home fo cover her deceased

~husband.” He suffered at Tyburn, September g,

1723, )
ANSEL, JAMES, See WarTHAaM BLacks,

THE. )
ARAM, EUGENE, (MURDERER,) a man of
considerable erudition, which he acquired vnder
great disadvantages, and who was alvo remarkable
for his unhappy fate, aud the singular circumstances
that

3
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ARAM. - 11
that occasioned and attended it, was born at Rams-
gill, a little village, in Netherdale, Yorkshire, }n
the year 1704.. He was descended from an ancient fa-
mily, but his father was in no higher station than

that of a gardener, though of great merit in that

occupation. He was removed, when very young,
together with his mother, to Skelson, near Newby 3
and, when he was five or six years old, his father
making a little purchase, inBondgate, fiear Rippon,
his family went thither. , He was there squt to
scheol, where he learned to read the New Testament
in English, which was all he was ever taught, ex-
cept that, some considerable time after, he was un«
der the toition of the Rev. M, Alcock, of Burnsal,
for about a month. When he was about thirteen
or fourteen years of age, he went to his father in
Newby, and attended him in the family there, till
the death of Sir Edward Blackett. It was in the
house of this gentleman, to whom his father was
gardener, that his propensity for literature first ap-
peared. He was, indeed, alwaysof a solitary dispo-
sition, and uncommonly fond of retirement and
books; and here he enjoyed all the advantages of
leisure and privacy. He applied himself at first

" chiefly to mathematical studies, in which he made a -

comiderable-proficiency. At aboutsixteen years of
age, he was sent to London to the house of Mr.
Christopher Blackett, whom heserved forsome tine
in the capacity of book keeper. After continuing
here a year, or mote, he was taken with the small
- pox,-and suffered severely under that distemper. He
afterwards returned into Yorkshire, in consequence
of aninvitation from his father, and there conti.iued
to prosecute his studies, but found i polite litera-
ture much greater charms than in the mathematics;
v:hic.' -sccasioned him now chiely to apply himself

to

-
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to poetry, history, and. antiquities. After this he

was invited ‘to Netherdale, where he engaged in a
school, and narried.  But his marriage proved an
unhappy connection ; for to the miséonduct of his
wife he afterwards attributed the misfortanes that
befel-him. In the mean while, having perceived
his deficiency in the learned languages, he applied

himself to the grammatical study of the Latin and -

Greek tongues; after which he read, with great
avidity and diligence, all the Latin classics, hisro-

\, rians and poets. He then went through the Greek
“Testament ; and Jastly, ventured upon Hesiod, Ho-
mer, Theocritus, Herodotus, and Thucidides, to-
gether with all thé ‘Greek tragedians. In 1734,
William Norton, Esq. a gentleman who had a

friendship for him, invited him to Knaresborough. -

Here he acquired the knowledge of the Hebrew, and
read tie Pentateuch in that language. In 1744, he
returned to London, and served the Rev. Mr. Pain-
blanc, asusherin Latin and writing, in Piccadilly ;
and, with this gentleman’s assistance, he acquired
the knowledge of the French language. He was
atterwards employed as an usher and tutor in seve-
ral different parts of England ; during which time he
became acquainted wish heraldry aud botany. He
also ventured upon Chaldee and ‘Arabic, the former
of.which he tound easy from its near connection
 with the Hebrew. He then investigated the Celtic,
as far as possible, in allits dialects : and having be-
gun to form collections, and make comparisons be-
tween the Celtic, the English, the Latin, theGreek,
and the Hebrew, and found a great affinity between
them, he resolved to proceed through all these Jan-
guages, and to form a comparative Lexicon. But,
in the midst of these learned labours and enquiries,
it appears, that Aram committed a crime, whicll‘\l
; €ou

w
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eould not naturally have been expected from a man
of tosthdious a turn, and which is the more extraor-
dinary, as the inducement that Jed him to it is said
to have been only gain, though he himself after-
wards assigned a different motive.  On the 8th of
February, 1744-5, he murdered Daaiel Clark, a
shoemaker, in cenjuiction with whom and another
person, he scems before to have been concerned in
some fraudulent practices. The murder, however,
was concealed near fourteen years, and then was dis-
covered .by a skeleton being accidentally found,
which was supposed tq be that of Clark. This was
a mistake ; but it led to a discovery of the whele
transaction, which is thus related :— A labourer was
empioyed to dig for stone to supply a lime-kiln, at
aplace calied Thistle-hiil, nearKnaresborough, a:d
having dug ahout two feet deep, he found the bones
of a human body, and the benes being still joined
to each other by the ligatures ot the joints, the body
appeared to have been buried double. This acci-
dent immediately became: the subject of general cu-
riosity and enquiry. Some hints had been formerly
thrown out by Arain’s wife, that Clark way mur-
dered; and it was well remembercd, that hisdis-
appearance was very sudden. “T'bis occasioned
Aram’swife to be sent for, as was also the Coroner,
and an inquisition was entered into; it being be--
lieved. thyr the skeleton found was that of D niel
Clark. M~ Aram declared, that she believed,
Clark had heen murdered by her hu.band and
Richard Houseman. The latter, when he was
brought before the Coroner, appearcd io be in great
confusicn, trembling, changing colour, and faulter.
jog in his speech during the examination. The
Coroner desired him 1o take up ohe of the bonesy,

probably to observe whart further ¢ffect that miche
' [ produce:
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produce; and Houseman, accordingly taking up
one of the bones, said, ¢¢ This is Ro moie Dane
Clark’s bone than it is mine.”” These word. were
pronounced in such a manner as’ convinced those
present, that they proceeded not from Houseman’s
supposition that Clark was alive, but from his cer-
tain knowledge where the bonesreally lay. Accord-
ingly, after some evasions, he said that Clark was
murdered by Eugene Aram,-and that the body was
buried in St. Robert’s cave, near Knaresborough.
‘He added further, that Clark’s head lay totheright,
in the turn, at the entranceof the cave’; and a ske-
leton was accordingly found there exactly in the pos-
ture he described.  In consequence of this, Aram
was apprehended at Lynn, in Norfolk, being at that
time usher of a school there. He was brought from
tuence to York castle, and on the 3d of Auvgust,
1759, was tried at the county assizes for the murder.
He was found guilty on the testimony* of Richard
Houseman, who, being arraigned, and acquitted,
became an evidence against Aram, whose testimeny
wits corroborated by that of Aram’s wife, and other
circumstantial evidence, = The facts seems to have
been, that Houseman and Aram together murdered
Clark, and jointly dragged his. body into the cave,
where it was found in the posturedescribed by
Houseman, Jt was supposed that Arain got all the
money Clark had received for his wife’s fortune,
amounting to above 160l.  The defeace which he
read in Court on this occasion, which is exceedingly
curicus, and at once an evidence of his taste and
erudition, though not of bis innocence, is as
follows :
¢ My Lord, B .
¢¢ I know not whether it is of right, or throngh
some indulgence of your lordship, that Iamal.
" lowed

\
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Iowed the liberty at this bar, and at this time, to at-
tempt a defence ; incapable and uniustructed, as I
~ amtospeak. Since, while I see so many eyes upon
me, 0 numcrous and awful a concourse, fixed with”
attention, aud filled with I kiow not what expec-
tancy, I labour not with guilt, niy lord, but with
perplexitv. For never having seen a court but this,
being wholly unacquainied with law, the customs of
the bar, and all judiciary proceedings, I fear I shall
be so little capable of speaking with propricty in
this place, that it exceeds my hope, if Ishall be able
to speak at all. I have heard, my lotd, the indict-
ment read, wherein I find myself charged with the
highest crime; with an enormity I am altogether
incapable of ; a fact, to the commission of which
there goes far more insensibility of heart, more pro-
fligacy of morals, than ever fell to'my lot. And
nothing possible could have admitted a presumption
- of this nature, but a depravity, not inferior to that
imputed to me. However, as I stand indicted at
your lordship’s bar, and have heard what is called
evidence adduced in support of such a charge, I
very humbly solicit your lordship’s patience, and
beg the hearing of this respectable audience, while
1, single and unskiltul, destitutc of friends, and un-
assisted by counsel, say something, perhaps, like
arguinent, in my defenge. I shali consume but lit-
tle of your lordship’s titme ; what I have tosay will
be short, and this brevity, probably, will be the best
part of it: however, it is offered with all possible
regard, and the greatest submission to your lord-
ship’s considerarion, and that of this honourable
court.—First, my lord, the whole tenor of my con-
duct in life contradicts every particular of this in-
*dictment. Yet I had never said this, did not my
' present circumstances extert it from me, and segtm
c2 o

.



16 ARAM,
to make it necessary. Permit me, here, my lord, te
call upon maligrity ifself, so long and cruelly busied
in this prosecution, to charge upon me any immora-
lity, ot which prejudice was not the author. No,
‘my lord, I concerted no schemes of fraud, projected
no violence, injured no man’s person or property.
My days were honestlylaborions, my nights intense-
ly studious. And, I humbly conccive, my notice
of this, especially at this time, will not be thought
. impertinent, or unseasonable ; but, at least, deserv-
ing someattention ; because, my lord, that any per-
son, after a temperate usc of life, a series of thinking
and acting regularly, and without ove single devia-
tion from sobriety, should plunge into the very
depth of profligacy, precipitateiy and at once, is £1-
together improbable and anprecedented, and abso-
lutely inconsistent with the course of things. Man-
kind is never corrupted at once; viliainy is always
progressive, and declines from right, step after 'step,
tillevery regard of probity is lost, and every sense of
all moral obligations totally perishes.  Again, my
lord, a suspicion of this kind, which nothing but
malevolence could entertain, and ignorance propa-
gate, is violently opposed by my very situation at
that tiine, with respect to heaith ¢ for, but a little
v space before, I had becn confined to my bed, and
suffered under a very long and severe dicorder, and
was not able, for half a year togetner, somuch as to
walk. The distemper left me, indeed, yet slowly
and in part, but so maccrated, so enfeebled, that I
was reduced to erotches ; and was so far from being
well about the time I am charged with this fact, that
1 never to this day perfectly recovered. Could then
a person in this condition take any thing into his
head so unlikely, so extravagant ? I, past the vi~
gour of my age, fecble and valetudinary, with na
. induce-

-
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inducement to engage, no ability to accomplish, no
weapon wherewith to perpetrate such afact ; with-
out interest, without power, without motive, with-
ont means. Besides, it'must needs occur to every
one, that an action of this atrocious nature is never
keard of, but when its springs are laid open, it
appears that it was to support some indolence, or
wsupply some luxury, to safisfy some avarice, or
oblige some malice; to prevent some real, or some
imaghiary want : yet I lay not under the influence
of any one of these. Sutely, my lord, I may, con-
sistént with both truth and medesty, aflirm thus
much ; and none, who have any veracity, and knew
me, will ever question this, In the second place,
the disappearance of Clark is suggested asan argu-
ment of his being dead : but the uncertainty of such
an inference from that, and the fallibility of All con-
elusions of such soit from such a circumstance, are
too vbvious and too notorious, to require instances :
yet, superseding many, permit me.to produce a
very recent one, and that afforded by this castle.
In June, 1757, William Thompson, for all the vigi.
Jance of this place, in open day-light, and double-
sroned, made his escape; and, notwithistanding an
immediate inquiry sét on foot, the strictest search
and all advertisement, was never seen or heard of
since. If then Thompson got off unseen, through
all these difficulties, how very easy it was for Clark,
when none of them opposed him ? But what would
be thought of a prosecution commenced against any
one seen last w§t§ Thompson ? Permit me next, my
Yord, to gbserve a little upon the bones which have
been discovered. It is said, which perhaps is say.
ing very far, that these are the skeleton of a man.
Xt is possible indced it may : but is there any cer-
tain known <riterion, which incontestibly distin-

Cc3 gui»hes
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guishes the séx in human bones? Let it be consi-
dered, my lord, whether the ascertaining of this
point ought not to precede any attempt to identify
them:; The place of their depositum too claims
much more attention than is commonly bestowed
uponit : for, of all places in the world. none couid
have mentioned any one, wherein there was greater
certainty of finding hunan bones, than a heymitage 3
except he should point'out a church yard :hermie-

. ages, in time past, being not only places of religious

,

retirement, but of hurial too. And it has scarce or
never been heard of, but that every cell now known,
contains, or contained, these relics of humanity ;
some mutilated, and some entire. I do not inform,
but give ine leavg to remind your lordship, that here
sat solitary sanctity, and here the hermit or the an-
choress, loped that repose for their bones, when
dead, they here enjoycd when living. Ail this
while, my lord, I am sensible this is known to your
lordship, and many in #his court, better than I.
But it seéms'necessary to my case, that others, who
have not at all, perhaps, adverted to things of this
nature, and may have concern in my trial, should be
made acquainted with it. Suffer me then, my lord,
to produce a tew of many evidences, that these cells
were used, as repositorics of the dead, and to enu-
merate a few, in which human bonés have been
found, a% it happened in this in question ; lest, to
some, that accident might seem extraordinare. and
consequently, occasion prejudice.~1. The bones, as
was supposed, of the Saxon, St. Dubritius,were dis-
covered buried in his cellat Guy’s Cliff, near Wara
wick, as appears from the authority of Sir Wiiliam
Dugdale, 2. The bones, thought to be those of
the anchoress Rosia, were but lately discovered ina
ecllat Royston, intire, fair, and undecayed, 1hom;]gl;

' they
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they must have lain interred for several centuries,
as is praved by Dr. Stukely. 3. But our own coun-
try, nay, almost this neighbourhood, supplies an-
other instance : forin January 1747, were found by
Mr. Stovin, accompanied by a reverend gentleman,
the bones, in part, of some recluse, in the cell at
Lindholm, near Hatfield. They were believed to
be these of William of Lindholm,! a hermit, who
had Yong made this cave hishabitation. 4. In Fe.
bruary 1744, part of Wooburn abbey being pulled -
down, a large portion of a corpse appeared, even
with the flesh on, and which bore cutting with a
knife ; though it is certain this had lain above two
hundred years, and how mnch longer is doubtful ;
for this abbey was founded in 1145, and dissolved
1538 or 9. What would have been said, what -
< believed, it this had begn an accident to the bones
in question ? Further, my lord, it is not yet out of
living mewmory, that at a little distance from Knares-
borough, in a field, part of the manor of the wor-
thy and patriotic baronet, who does that borough the
bonour to represent it in parliament, were found, in
digging for gravel, not one human skeleton only,
but five or six, .deposited side by side, with each an
urn placed at his head, as yourlordship knows was
usual in ancicnt interments.  About the same time,
and in anoiher field, almost close to this bprough,
was discovered also, in searching for gravel, an-
other human tkeleton ; but.the piety of the same
worthy geutleman ordered hoth the pits to be filled
up again, commendably .unwilling to disturb the
dead. ' Is the invention of these bones torgotten,
then, or industricusly concealed, that the discovery
of tho-e in question may appear the more singular
and extrzordinary 2 Whereas, in fact, there is no»
thing extraoidinary in it. My lord; almost 'evl"y
place
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place conceals such remains.  In fields, in hills, in
highway sides, in commonus, lie frequent and vusus-
pected bones. And our present allotments for rest
for the departed are but of some centuries. Au-
other particular seems to claim not a ljttle of your
lotdship’s notice, and that of the gentlemen of the
jury ; which is, that perhaps no example occurs of
more than one skeleton being found in one cell 3
and in the cell in question was found but one;
agreeable, in this, to the peculiarity of every other
known cell in Britain. Not the invention of one
skeleton, then, but of two, would have appeared
* suspicious and uncommon,  But then, my lord, to
attempt to identify these, when even to identify liv-
ing men has scinetimes proved so difficult, as in the
case of Perkin Warbeck and Lambert Symnel at,
home, and of Don Sebastian abroad, will be looked
upon perhaps as an attemnpt to determine what is in=
determinable.  And I hope too it will not pass un-
~ considered here, where gentlemen believe with caue
tion, think with reason, and decide with humanity,
what intcrest the endeavour to do this is caleulated
to serve, in assigning the proper personality to those
hones, whose particular appropriation can only ap-
pearto eternal Omniscience.  Permit me, my lord,
also very humbly to remonstrate, thar, as human
bones appear to have been the inseparable adjuncts
of every ceil, evenany person’s naming such a place
. at random, as containing them, in this case, shews -
+ him rather unfortunate than conscious prescient,and
that these attendants onsevery hermitage oniy accie
dentally concurted with this conjecture. A mere
casual coincidence of words and things. But it
' seems «nother skeleton has been discovered by some
labourers, which was full as confidently averred to
b.e,Clatlg as this, My lord, must some.of the liv-

ing;
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n‘? if it promotes some interest, be made answer-
a cbfnr all the bones that earth has concealed, and
chagre exposed? And might not a place where
bonesglay be mentiosied by a’ person by chance, as
well as. lognd by a labourer by chance ? Or is it
more cri | accidentally to name where bones lie,
than accidentally to find where they lie ? Here too
is a Buman skull produced, which is fractured ;
but was this the cause, or wasit the consequence of
death 5 was it owing to violence, or was it theeffect
of natural decay ? If it was violence, was that vio-
lence before or after death ? My lord, in May 1732,
the remains of William, lord archbishop of this pro-
vince, were taken up, hy permission, 1n this cathe-
dral, and the bones uf the skull were tound broken;
yet certainly he aied by no vioknce offered to him
alive, that couid occasion that fracture there. Let
it'be considered, my lord, that, upon the dissolu-
tion of religious houses, and the commencement of
the reformation, the ravages of those times both af-
fected the living and the dead. In search after ima-
ginary treasures, coffins were broken up, graves and
vaults dug open, monuments ransacked, and shrines
demolished ; your lordship knows that ghe viola-
tions proceeded so far, as to'occasion parliamentary
authority to restrain them ; and it did, about’ the
beginning of the reign of Queen Elizabeth. “I en-
treat your lordship <uffer not the violences, the de-
predations, .and the iniquities of those times to be
imputed to this. Moreover, what gentleman here
is ignorant that Knaresborough had a castle; which,
though now a ruin, was Slice considerable both for
its suength and garrison. All know it was vigo-
rously besieged by the arins of the parliament ; at
which siege, in rallies, conflicts, fights, pursuits,
nany teil in all the places around it; and where tihe\{
€
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fell were buried ; forevery place, my lord, is burial
earth in war; and many, questionless, of these rest
yet unknown, whose bones futurity shall discover. -
I hope, with all imaginable submission, that what -
has been said will not be theught impertinentto this
indictment ; and that it will be far from the wis-
dom, thelearning, and the integrity of this place, to
.impute to the living what zeal in its fury may have
done ; what nature may have taken off, and piety
interred 5 or.what war alone may have destroyed,
alone deposited. As to the circumstances that have
Leen raked together, I have nothing to observe, but
thatall cireumstances whatsoever areyprecarious,and
have been but too frequently found ‘ament‘ably fal«
lible 5 even the strongest have failed. They may
rise to the utmost degree of probability; yet are
* they but Erobability still. ' Why need I name to
your lordship the two Harrisons recorded in Dr. ~
Howel, who both suffered upon circumstances, be-
cause of the sudden disappear.nce of their lodger,
who was in credit, had contracted debts, borrowed
money, and went off unseen, and requrned again a
great many years after their execution ? Why name
the intricate affair of Jaques du Moulin, undee
King Charles II. related by a gentleman who was
counsel for the crown? And why the unhap;y
Coleman,who suffered innocently,though convicted -
upon positive evidence, and whose children perished
for want, because the world uncharitably believed
the father guilty ? Why mention the perjury of
Smith, incautiously admitted king’sevi'ence ; who,
to screen himselt, equally accused Faircloth and
Loveday of the murder of Dun; the first of whom,
in 1749, was executed at Winchgster ; and Love-
day was about to suffer at Reading, had not Smith
been proved perjured, to the satisfaction of the
court,
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court, by the surgeon of the Gesport hospital ?
Now, my lord, having endeavored to shew that the
wholcof this-process is altogether repugnant to every
part of my life 5 that itis inconsistent with my con-
dition of health aboat that time ; that no rational
inference can be drawn, that a person is dead who
suddenly disappears: that hermitages were the con-
stant repositories of the bones of a recluse : that
the proofs of this are well authenticated ; that the
revolutions in religion, or the fortyne of war, have
mangled, or buried, the dead ;. the conclusion re-
mains, perhaps, no less reasonably than impatiently
wiched for. T, at last, after a year’s confiyement,
equal to either fortun€, put myself upon the can-
dour, the justice, and the humanity of your lordship,
and upun yours, my countrymen, gentlemen of the
'ur “‘ ’

! Z&f(er his coniviction, he confessed the justice of
Ais sentence to two clergymen, who were directed
to attend him in York castle, to whom he acknow-
ledged that be murdered Clark. Bring asked by
one of them, what washis motive for‘committing
that action, he answered, that he ¢¢ suspected Clark
of having 2n unlawiul commerce with his wife; that
he was persuaded at_the time when - be committed
the murder, be did right ; but that since he thought
it wrang.” In hopes of eluding the course of jus-
tice, he made an attempt upon hisown lifé, by cut- -
ting his arm in two places with a razor, ‘thi‘:h he
had concealed for that purpose.  On a table, in his
cell, was found the following paper, containing his
reacons for the above attempt :—+¢ What am 1 bet-
ter than my fathers? To dic is natm'al and neces-
sary. Perfectly sensible of this, I fear no more to
dic than I did to be born. But the manner of it is
souiclhinng\\ich should, in my opinion, be dcce?i

. - ar
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and manly. TIthink I have regarded both these
points. Certainly nobody has a berter right to Jis-
pose of aman’s life than himself : and he, not others,
should determine how. - As for any indignities of-
fered to my body, orsilly reflections on my faith
and morals, they are (as they always were) things
indifferent to me, I think, though contrary tothe
common way of thinking, I wrong no mau by this,
and hope it is not offensive to that eternal Being that
formed me and the world ; and, asby this I injure no
many no man can be reasonably offended. I solicit-
ously recommend myselfto thateternal and almighty
Being, the God of nature, if I have done amissi
But perhaps I bave not ; ana I hope this thing will
never be imputed tome. Though T am now stain-
ed by malevclence, and suffer by piejudice, I hope
to rise fair and unblemished. My life was not pol-
luted, my morals irreproachable, and my opinions
orthodox. I slept round till three o’clock, awaked,
and then wiit these lines:

Come pleasing rest, eternal slumbers fall,

Seal miné, that once must seai the eyes of all 3
Calm and composed my soul her journey takes,
No guilt that troubles, and no heart that aches;
Adieu ! thou sun, all bright Jike her arise,
Adicu! fair friends, and ail that’s good and wi‘sc'"

These lines, found with the foregoing, were sup-
posed to have been written by Aiam just before he
cut himself with the razor. By proper applications
he was brought to himself, and, though weak, was
conducted to the piace of execution ; where, being
asked if he had any thing to say, he replied in the
negative. He was immedincely afrer executed, Au-
gus 16, 1759, and his body being gonveyed to

Krares-

.
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Knareshorough forest, he was there'hung in chains,
pussuant to his sentence.

ARNOLD, QUILT. See WiLp, J. and
Dickenson, E. ’

ATHOE, THOMAS, Sen. ATHOE, THO-.'
MAS, Jun.” (MurDERERS.) The elder Athoe
was a native of Carew in Pembrokeshire, where he
rented ahove a hundred pounds per annum, and_had
lived in such a respectable ‘'way, that in the year
1721, he was chosen mayay of Tenby, and his son
a bailiff of 'the sume corporation ; though they did
not live in this place, but at Manuerbeer, two miles
distant from it. Gcorge Merchant, (of whose mur-
der they were convicted,) and his brother Themas,
were nephews, by thé mother’s side, to the elder
Athoe, their father having married his sister. On
the 22d of November, 1722, a fair was held at Ten-
by, where the Athoes went to sell cattle, and there
met with George Merchant and bis brother Thomas,
A quarre) arose between the younger Athoe and
George Mcerchant on an old grudge, respecting
their right to part ot an estate ; when a battle en-
sved, in which George had the advantage, and beat
young Athoe. The clder Athoe taking the advice
of an attorney on what had passed, would have per-
suaded him to bring an action ; to which he replied,
“ No, no, we won’t take the iaw, but we'll pay
them ii their own coin.”” Late in the evening, after
the fair was ended, the Merchants left the town ;
but the Athoes going to the inn, enquired of
_the ostler which way they went. He gave them
“the best information in his power, on which they
_imwediately mounted and followed them. The
brother’s stopped on the road, at a place called Hol-
loway’s water, to let their horses drink. In the
mean time they beard the footstcps of other horses |,

D - behind
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judgment, and the prisonerstwere remanded to the
King’s Bench prison. Between this and the time of
their execution they were visited by Mr. Dyche, the
chaplain of the prison, and by several other divines.
They coatinued to flatzer themselves with the hope
of life, till the warrant came down for their execu-
tion ; and endeavoured to extenuate their crime by
a vaiiety of frivolous pretences respecting disputes
between them and the deceased. On. the 28th of
June they received the sacrament with great devo-
tion, and did the same again on the morning of their’
execution. Their behaviour at the place of death
is thusrecorded by the minister who attended them.
¢ On Friday the sth of July, 1723, about eleven
o’clock in the morning, they wer: conveyed in a
~cart tothe place of execution. When they came to
the fatal tree, they behaved themselves in a very de-
cent manner, embracing each other with the urmost
tendernessand affection ; and indeed the scn’s hid-
ing his face, bedewed with tears in his father’s bo-
© soim, was, notwithstanding the barbarous action they
had committed, a very moving spectacle. They
begged of all good people to take warning by their
ignominious death ; and were turned oft, crying,
Lord have mercy upon us! Christ have mercy upon
us! The bodies wete brought from the place of ex-
ecution in two hearses, to the Falcon-inn, in South-
wark, in order to be buried in St. George’s church-
yard.” They suffered at a place cailed St. Tho-
may’s Watering, a lite below Kent-street, in
Surry, the father being fifty-eight years oid, and
the son within one day of twenty-four, at the time
of their deaths.
AVERSHAW,LEWIS JEREMIAH, (MUR-
" DERER,) a most depraved character, who had long
been the pest of society, and whose unparalleled au-
dacity
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dacity did not terminate but with his life. On July
30, 1795,°he was tried béfore Mr. Baron Perryn, at
Croydon. He was convicted on two indictments :
one for having, at the Three Brewers, public-house,
Southwark, %eloniously shot at and murdered D.-~
Price, an officer belonging to the police-office, held
at Union hall, in the Borough. The other for hav- ~
ing, at the same time and place, fired a pistol at
Bernard T'urner, another officer attached to the office
at Union hall, with an intent to murder him. - Mr.
Garrow, the leading counsel for the prosecution,
opened his case to the court and jury, by stating,
that the prisoner at the bar, being a person of ill
fame, had been suspected of having perpetrated a
number of felonies. The magistrates of the Police-
office in the borough of Southwark, having received
information against the prisoner, sent, as was their
duty, an order for his apprehension. To execute
the warrant, the deceased Price, and another officer;
went to the Three Brewers, a public-house, where
they uridErstood he then was drinking, in company
with some other persons. At the entranceof a par-
lour in the house, the prisoner appeared in a posture
of intending to resist. Holding a Joaded pistol in
each of his hands, he, with threatsand imprecations,
desired the officers to stand off, as he'would other-
wise fire at them. The officers, without being in.
timidated by those menaces, aitempted to rush in
and :=ize him, on which the prisoner discharged both
the pistols at the same instant of tine, lodging the
contents of one in the body of David Price, and wiih
the other wounded Turner very severely in thehead.
Price, after languishing a few hours, died of the
wound. Mr. Garrow was very pathetic and ani.
mated in his description of the several circumstances
composing the shosking act of barbarity. To wa:e

1t 3
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it, he would call four witnesses, whose evidence he
said, wonld be but too clear to establish the pri-
soner’s gailt. The Jury would be enabled to judge
from the facts to be submitted to them, and would
undoubtedly decide on the issue joined between the
crowd 1 the prisoner at the bar.  The learned
countel accordingly called Turner, the Jandlord of
the house, asurgeon, and a fourth witness ; but as
the substance ot their evidence is comprised in M.
G.’s opening of the indictment, it would be super-
fluous to rep.at it. Turner said positively, he saw
the prisoner discharge the pistols, from one of which
he him elf received his wound, and the contents of
the othes were lodged in the body of Price, who died
very shortly after. The surgeon proved that the
death was the consequence of the wound. Mr.
Knowles and Mr. Best were counse for the prisoner,
but the weight of evidence against him wastoostrong
to be combated by any exertions. Mr. Baron Per-
ryn summed up the evidence, on every essential
point of which his lordship made several apposite,
pointed, and accurate observations. The counsel
for the prisoner, he remarked to the jory, had prin-
cipally rested his defence on the circumstance of se-
veral other persons being present when the pistols
were discharged, by some of which they codtended

the death-wound might possibly have been inflicted. -

But with, respect to that part of the transaction, it
would be proper for the jury to observe, that the
witness. Turner, had sworn positively to his having
seen the prisoner in the act of discharging the con-
tents of the pistol.  The jury, after a consultation
of about three minutes, pronounced the verdict of—
guilty. Through a flaw in the indictment for this
murder, an objection was taken by counsel, This
was argued nearly two hours, when Mr. Baron Per-

» 1yn
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ryn intimating a wish to take the opiniom of. the
twelve judges of Englaud, the counsel for the pro-
secution, waving the point for the present, insisted
on the prisoners’s being tried on the secon] indict-
ment for feloniously shooting at Barnaby Wiadsor,
which the learned, counsel said, would occupy no
great portion of time, asit could be sufficiently sup-
ported by the testimony of a single witness. He
was accordingly tried and found guilty on a second
capital indictment.  T'ne prisoner, who, contrary
to general expéctation, had in a great measure hi-
therto refrained from his usua. au 1acity, began with
unparalleled insolence of expression and gesture, to
ask his loidship if he < was to be murdered by the
evilence of one witness!** several times repeating
the question, till the jury icturned him—guilty.
When M. Baron Perryn put on the judicial cap,
the prisoner,unconscious and regardless of his dread-
ful situation, at the same time put on his hat, ob-
serving thejudge with contemptuous looks, while he
was passing the sentence. When the constables were
removing him from the dock to a coach, he conti-
nued to vent torreits of abuse against the judge and
jury, whom he charged with, as he stiied it, his mur-
der.  As his desperate disposition was well known,
he was to prevent resistance, hand-cuffed, and hi
thighs and arms also Lound strongly together, in
which situation he was conveyed back to prison,
So cailous was this ruffian to every degree of feeling,
that on his way to be tried, as he was passing near
thegsual place of execution onK enningtonCommon,
he put his head ouat of the coach window, and, with
all the sang froid imaginable, asked some of those
who guarded him, it they did not think he would be
twisted on that pretty s got by Saturday ; -After re~
teiving sentence of d¢a 'h, he wasconducted back to
. ! prison,
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prison, where, having got some black cherries, he
amuse& himself with painting on the white walls of
the room in which he was confined, varioussketches
of robberies which he had committed ; one repre-
senting him running up to the hogses® heads®of a
post-chaise,presenting a pistol at the driver, and the
words, ¢ D—n your eyes stop,’ issuing out of his
mouth ; another'where he was firing into the chaise;
a third, where the patties had quitted the carriage,
and scveral others, in which he was described in the
act of taking the money from the passengers, being "
fired at, where his companion was shot dead,&c.—
At the place of execution he appeared entirely un-
concerned, had a flower in his mouth, his bosom was
thrown open,and he kept up an incessant conversa-
tion with the persons who rode beside.the cart ; fre-
quently laughing and rodding to othersof his ac-
quaintance whom he perceived in the crowd, which *
-was immense. e suffered Aug. 3, 1795, at Ken-
nington Commof, with John Little, who having had
an employment at the laboratory of the palace at
Kew, became acquainted with Mr. Macevoy and
and Mrs. King, persons of very advanced years, !
who had been many years recident at Kew. Sup:
posing they had some property at home, he watch- .
ed an opportunity and myrdered them both. )
AYLIFFE, JOHN, (FORGERY,) was the sonof -
an upper servant with Gerrard Smith, esq. a gen-
tleman of large fortune near Tockenham in Wilt: .
shire. Atter youny Ayliffe had been instructed in -
the first rudiments of learning, he was sent to .
the celcbrated academy at Harrow on the Hill.
where he became a good proficient in Latin and .
Greck. On his quitting the academy, he acted in -
the capacily of usher to a boarding-schocl at Line: 4
}‘,a,m‘in Wiltshire, where, unknown to his paren;ls, 3
. e
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he married the daughter of aclergyman, who had a
fortune of 500l On receipt-of.this money, he be-
came so extravagant, that he spent the whole in the
course of two years : when, being in circamstances
of distress, a widow lady, named Horner, took him
into her servi e as house-steward, In ashort time
he was appointed land steward toanother lady, who
recommended him as a man of abilities tc the Hon,
M. Fox, (afterwards Lord Holl ‘nd) who give him
the place of one of the commissaries of musters in
the war office, by which he acquired the right of
adding the title of esquire to his name. The profits
of Ayliffe’s new office was so considerable, that he
was induced to purchase an elegant house in Dor-
setshire, which he furnished in a style tar too expen-
sive for his rank of lite. In other instances, he gave
proof of a strange extravagance of disposition ; for
he ran in Jebt with a number of people, though his
income was sufficient to have satisfied the wishes of
any reasonable man. At length when his creditors
became urgent, he had recourse, for a present sup-
ply to some irregular and very dangerous practices;
among others, he forged a presentation to the va-
luable rectory of Brinkworth in Wiltshire, which he
sold to a young clergyman for a considerable sum.
This living being in Mr. Fox’s gift, he forged his
hard-writing, and that of twosub_cribing witnesses,
with admirable dexterity ; but, soon after his affairs
becoming desperate, a discovery was made of the
fraud. Hercupon the clergyman took to his bed,
and literally died in consequence of that oppression
of spirits which is commoniy called a broken heart ;
for the purchase of the presentation had ruined his
crcumstances. After his death, the following short
note was found in his drawer, directed to ¢¢ John
Ayliffe SaTaN, Esq.
. ¢ Sir
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¢¢ Sir,—1T am surprized you can write to me, after |
you have robbed and most barbarously murdered
me. O Brinkworth!™ ‘

Ayliffebeing arrested for debts to the amount of
eleven hundred pounds, took refuge in the Fleet.
piison, where he forged a deed of gift from Mrs. |
‘Horner for four hundied and twenty pound- a year,
and three thousand pounds in money. On this deed
he raised considerable sums, by a series of artifice
and management that is almost without example.
For this forgery he was brought to trial at the Old-
Bailey, and capitally convicted ; but, in the inter-
val, he was continually representing Mr. Fox as the
concealed author of his ruin, to prevent his making
discovery of some iwegular transactions which he

- alledged were carried on in the war-office. He still
continued to charge his benefactor with unjustifiable
proceedings, in the very moment when he was soli- |
“citing his interest to save his life ; for, after convic-
tion, he wrote him the following letter,

¢ Honoured Sir,—The faults [ have been guilty
- of shock my very soul, and particularly those to-
wards you ; fer which I heartily ask pardon both of
God and you. The sentence pronounced upon me
fills me with horror,such as was never felt by mortal.
‘What can I say ? O my goad God! that I could
think of any thing to induce you tohave mercy upon
me ; or to pievail upon you, good sir, to intercede
for my life. I would do any thing, either at home
or abroad. For god’s sake, good sir, have compas-
sion on your unhappy and unfortunate servant,
Joun AYLIFFE.”
- TItisalsosaid, that Mr Fox suppoited this man
during the whole timg of his confttiment in New-
. gate,
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gate,allowing every thing that his unhappy situation’
could require.  He was in the utmost agonies dur-

- ing the greater part of the night previous to hi¢exe-
cution ; but slept about two hours towards the ap-
proach of morning. His agitation of mind had
brought on a fever, which producing an intolerable
thirst, he endeavoured to allay it by drinking large
and repeated draughts of water. On his way to the
Place of execution these emotions seemed to have
subsided ; and a¢ the fatal tree he behaved with de«
cency and composure. Some persons present called
out ¢ a reprieve ! but he paid no regard to what
was said ; and his hopes, respecting this life, 2p-
peared now to have vanished. He suffered at Tyburn
on the 7th of Nov. 1759. Hisbedy was putintoa
hearse, and conveyed into Hertfordshire for inter.
ment, agreeable to his own request. After his exe-’
cution a very extraordinary pamphlet was published, |
called ¢¢ The Case of John Ayliffe, esq.” which
contained a great variety of original papers, and
was thought, we know not with.what justice, to bear
very hard on the character of the late lord Holland.
It was bought up by his logdship’sfriendsand agents.

B.

BAKER, WILLIAM, (FORGERY,)} was born
in Cannon, where his father kept a bakess shop,
and received his education at Merchant Taylor’s
School. At a proper age he was apprenticed to a
grocer in a considerable way, 4nd behaved with so
much diligence and fidelity, that soon after the time.
of his apprenticeship bhad expired, his master ad-
mitted him an equal partner in trade.” Having
carried on the grocery for about-seven years, he
’ ) declined
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declined that business, and connected himself in part-
nership'with Mr. Carter, a sugar-baker; and by
this new undertaking flattered himselt in the ex-
pectation of speedily acquiring a fortune. About
the period of his commencing sugar-baker, he mar-
tied one of his cousins, who was daughter of a
“clergyman in Northamptonshire ; and with her re-
ceived a handsome fortune. For several years he
fulfilled all his engagements with the greatest punc-
tuality, and was supposed to be possessed of consi-
derable property. He attended the sales of the East-
India company’s goods, frequently purchased very’
large quantities of teas, and had extensive dealings
in other articles. He often sustained considerable
loss by the saie of his goods : and his circumstances,
atlength,became so embarrassed, that he was under
apprehension thata commission of bankruptcywould
issue against him. He flattered himself, however,
that,il he could support his credit for a short time,
matters would take a more favourable turn, and his
circumstances be retrieved. His anxiety to avoid a
bankruptey, induced him to forge an East India
warrant for goods to the amount of nide hundred
and twenty-two pounds. But it must be remarked,
that the forgety was not committed with any inten-
tion to defraud,but meiely to raise a'supply for pre-

sent exigencies.  He was inYexpectation of speedy”
remittances, on the receipt of which he intended to
take up the counterfeit warrant. Having passed it
into the hands of Mr. Holland, who sent it to the
India-house, where the forgery was detected,he was
in consequence apprehended. Being put on his trial
at the Qld Bailey, several gentlemen of reputation
appeared in his behalf, and spoke to his character
in the most favourable termss bat both the forgery
aud the uttering the counterfeit warrant having been
: proved
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proved against him by indisputable testimony, and,
strongly corroborating circumstances, he of course
was condemned to suffer death. His behaviour,
while under sentence of death, was perfectly con-
sistent with his unfertunate situation. Being cop-
veyed -to Tyburn in a mourning coach, he appeared
te be in a composed state of mind, and entirely re-
signed to his fate. He suffered Dec. 31, 1750,
BAKER, ——. See UpaLr, Wwm.
BALFOUR, ALEX. (MURDERER,) was born
in the year 168y, at thc seat of his father, Lord
. Burleigh, near Kinross. He was first sent for edu-
cation to a village called Orwell, near the place of
his bitth, and theace to the University of St. An-
drew’s where he pursued his studies with a diligence
and success that greatly distinguished him, His fa-
ther, Lord Butleigh, had intended to have sent him
into the army in Flanders; under the commaund of
the Duke of Marlborough, in which he had rational
expectation of hisrising to preferment, as he wasre-
lated to the Duke of Argyle and the Zar] of Stair,
whoe were majors-general in the army; but this
sthemne unhappily did not take place. Mr. Baltour,
going to his father’s house during the vacation at
- the university, became enamoured of Miss Anne
Robertson, who officiated as teacher to his sisterss
This ycung lady was possessed of cousiderable ta-
lents, improved by a fine education ; but Lord Bur-
leigh beiug apprized of the connection between her
“and his son, she wasdischarged, and the young gen-
tleman sent to make the tour of France and Italy.
Before he went abroad, he sent the younz lady a
letter, infotming her, that, if she marricd before his
return, he would murder her husband. Notwith-
standing this threat, which she might presume had
its origin in-ungovernable passion, she married Mr.
| VOL.T, B Syme,
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Syme, a schoolmaster, at Innerkeithing, in the coun-
ty of Fife. When Balfour returned from his travels,
his first business was to enquire for Miss Robertson ; -
and learning that she was married, he proceeded im-
médiately to Innerkegithing,when he saw Mrs. Syme
sitting at her window, nursing the first child of her
marriage. Recollecting his former threatenings, she
now screamed with terror, and called to her husband
to consult his safety. Mr. Syme, unconscious of
offence, paid no regard to what she said : but, in
the interim, Balfour entered the school-room, and
finding the busband§ shot him through the heart.
The confusion consequent on this scene favoured his
escape: but he was taken imto custody, within a few
days, at a public-house, in a village four miles from
'Edinburgh ; and, being brought to trial, was sen--
. tenced to die, but ordered to be beheaded by the
maiden, (a machine resembling the guillotine of
France,) in respect to the nobﬁity of his family.
He was to have suffered on Monday the 7th of May,
1708, and the scaffold was actually erected for the
purpose ; but on the preceding day, his sister went
to visit him, and being very much like him in face -
and stature, they changed clothes, and he made, his
escape from the prison. His friends having pro-
vided horses for him, and a servant, at the West
gate of Edinburgh, they rode to a distant village,.
where he changed his clothes again, and atterwards
left the kingdom. Lord Burleigh, the father, died
in the reign of Queen Anne ; but had first obtained
a padon for his son, who succeeded to the family
title and honours, and who lived forty-four years
after hisescape, having died, in 1752, asincere peni- -
tent fur the murder he had committed.
BARRINGTON, GEORGE, (PICK-POCKET)
whose real nume was Waldran, was born abont the
' . year
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*° year 1755, at Maymooth a village in the county of.
Kildare, Ireland : his father, Henry Waldron, was
a'working silversmith ; and his'mother, whose mai-
den name was-Naith, was a mantua-maker, and oc=
casionally a midwife. His parents, though not af-
fluent, had him instructed in reading and writing at
an early age; afterwards, through the bounty of a
medical gentleman in the neighbourhood, he was
taught common arithmetic, the elements of geogra-
phy, and the English grammar. When sixtcen years
of age he was noticed and patronized by a dignitary
in the church of Ireland, who placed 1’1'
grammar-school, and intended him for.the univer-
sity ; however, he forfeited this gentjeman’s favour
by his ill conduct at school, having, in a quarrel,
stabbed one of his school-fellows with a penknife.
For this vindictive act he was well flogged ; in con-
sequence of which he ran away from school, 1771,

saving previously found means to steal ten or twelve
guineas from his master, and a gold repeating watch
from his master’s sister. He walked all night till
he arrived at an obscure inn at Drogheda, where he
happened to meet and become acquainted with a
company of strolling players, whose manager was
one John Price, an abandoned character ; who, hav-
ing been convicted of a fraud in London, was an
involuntary exile in Ireland, until the expiration of
the term for which he was sentenced to be trans-
ported. He now engaged our fugitive, who, in
consequence, adopted the name of Barrisngton, as one
of his Petformets, and who, it seems, became the
hero of his company. ‘While performing the cha-
racter of Jaffler, in ¢¢ Venice Preserved,”® he made
a conquest of the tender Belvidera, (Miss Egerton) -
and \o the credit of Barrington it must be acknow-
ledged, that he took no mean advantage of her pas-
: £§32 sjons
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sion, but returned it with perfect sincerity. - The
company being now reduced by the expenses of tra-
velling, &c. to extreme indigence, Price, the ma-
nager, prevailed upon Barrington to undertake the
profession of a pickpocket, which business he com-

menced in the summerof the year 1773, having then

renounced the stage. He soon after lost his faithful
Miss Egerton, who was drowned in the eighteenth
year of her age, in crossing the river Boyne, through
the culpable negligence of a ferryman. He then
commenced what is called a gantleman pickpe-ket, by
affecting theairs and importance of a man of fashion;

- but was so much alarmed at the detection and caon-

I4

viction of his preceptor Price, (who was sentenced
to transportation for seven years,) that he hastened
to Dublin, where he practised his pilfering art dur<

ing dark evenings. At one of the races in the co. -

of Carlow, he was detected- picking the pocket of
Lord B. but on restoring the preperty this noble-
man declined any prosecution, and Basrington ac-
cordingly left Ireland, and for the first time appear-
ed in England in 1773. On his first visit to Rane-
lagh with a party, he left his friends and picked the
pockets of the Duke of L. and Sir W. of a con-
siderable sum; and also took from a lady a watch,
with all which he got off undiscovered and rejoined
his friends. In 1775 he visited the most celebrated
watering places, particularly Brighton, and being
supposed a gentleman, of fortune and family, was
voticed by perons of the first distinction. Oan his
return to London he formed a connection with one
Lowe, and became a more daring pickpocket. He
went to coutt on the queen’s birth day, as a clergy-
man, and not only picked several pockets, but found
means to deprive a noblemon of his diamond order,

and retired from the palace without suspicion. Te.

15




e BARRINGTON.. 41
is said that this booty was disposed of to a Dutch
jew. Count Qrlow, the Russian minister, being in
one of the boxes of Drury-lane playhouse, was rob-
bed of a gold snuff-box set with diamonds, estimated
to be worth an immense sum ; and one of the count’s
attendants suspecting Barrington, seized him, and
found the snuff-box in his possession. He was exa»
mined by Sir Joha Fielding ; but the count, being
in a forcign country, was influenced by motives of
delicacy to decline a prosecution. Being soon after
in’ the house of Lords, when an appeal of an inte-
resting nature was to come on, a Mr. G. recognized
his person, and applying to the deputy usher of the

.black rod, he was disgracefully turned out. " He
now threatened Mr. G. with revenge, upon which a
warrant was granted to bind him over to keep the
peace ; and as he could find nosurety he was obliged
to go to Tothillfields bridewell, where he remain-
ed some time. On being released he returned to his
old profession, and was, about three months after-
wards, detected in picking the pocket of a low wo-
man at Drury-lane theatfe, for which, being indicted
and convicted at the Old Bailey, he was sentenced
to three years hard labour on the Thames, and in the
spring of 1777, was put on board the hulks, Wool-
wich ; but after sustaining something less than a
twelvemonth’s punishment, he was again set at Ji.
berty, in consequence of his good behaviour, through
the ‘iuterfcrence of Messrs. Erskine and Duncan
Campbell, the superintendants of the convicts, A
few days after his release he went to St. Sepulchre’s
church, when Dr. Mylne was to preach a scrmon for
the benefit of the society for the recovery of persons
apparently drowned. William Payne, a constable,
saw him put his hand into a’ lagiy‘s pocket in the
south aisle, and presently after followed him out, zf

: E3 the
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the church, and took him into custody near the end
of Cock-lane, upon Snow hill. Having taken the
Pprisoner to St. Sepuichre’s watch-house, and found
a gold watch, and some other articles, in his posses-
sion, Payne retnrned to the church, and spoke to
the lady whom he had seen. the prisoner attempt to
rob; she informed him that she had lost nothing, .
for, expecting the church to be much crowded, she
had taken the precaution of emptying her pockets
before she left her house. Upon Payne’s return to
the watch-house, a gentleman advised that the pri~
soner might be more strictly searched. He was de-
sired to take off his bat, and, raising his left arm, he
cautiously removed his hat from his head, whena
metal watch dropped upon the floor. He was now
obliged to pull of the greatest part of his cloaths.
He wore three pair of breeches, in one of the pockets
of which was found a purse, containing thirteen
guineas, and a bank note for 10l. made payable to
him:elf. « In consequence of an advertisement in-
serted the next day in the newspapers, Mrs. Iron-
monger came to Payne’s house, and described the
watch she had lost’; and it proved to be that which
had béen concealed in Barrington’s hair, and drop-
ped on the floor when he took off his hat. She at-
tended the examination of the prisoner, and baving
sworn that the watch produced by Payne was her
property, was bound over to prosecute. Upon his
trial, Barrington made a long, an artfulpand a plau.
sibledefence. He sdid that, upon leaving the church
he perceived the watch mentioned in the indictment
lying upon the ground, and took it up, intending
to advertise it the next day; that he was followed to
Snow-hill by Payne and ancther constable, who ap-
prehended him, and had, in all probability, seen him
take up the watch. ¢ I reflected (said he) thar
’ : how
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- how innocently soever T might have obtained the
article in question, yet it might cause some censure ;
and no man would wonder, considering the unhappy
predicament I stood in,* that I should conceal it as
much as possible.” The jiry having pronounced
the prisoner guilty, he addressed the court, earnestly
supplicating that he might be permitted to enter
into his Majesty*s service, and promising to discharge
his trust with fidelity and attention ; or, if he could
not be indulged in that request, he wished that his
sentence might be banishment for life from his Ma-
jesty’s dominions. The court informed bim, that,
by an application to the throne, he might obtain a
mitigation of his sentence, if his case was attended
by such circumstances of extenuation as would jus-
tify him in humbly petitioning to be considered as -
an object of the royal favor. He requested that
the money aid bank-note might be returned. Here-
vpon the court observed, that,in consequence of his
conviction, the property found on him when he was
apprehended became vested in the hands of the she-
riffs of the city of London, who had discretionary
power either to camply with, or reject, his request.
He was again sentenced to labour on the Thames
for the space of five years, on Tuesday the 5th of
April, 1778.  About the middle of this yeur, he
“was accordingly removed to the huiks at Woolvich,
where having attracted the notice of a gentleman,
who exerted-his inﬂqence in his favour, he again
procured his release, on condition of his leaving
England: to this Barrington gladiy consented, and
was generously supplied with money by this gentle-
man. He now went to Dublin, where he was short-

g
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+ « Alluding to his former conviction. .
Y

i



44 BARRINGTON,

ly apprehended for picking the pocket of an Irish
nobleman of his gold watch and money, at the thea-
tre, but was acquitted for want of evidence. Here,
however, was his first display of elocution ; for, hav-
ing received a serious admonition from the judge,
he addressed the ceurt with considerable anima-
tion, and enlarged, with great ingenuity, upon what
he termed the force of prejudice, insinuating that
calumny had followed him from England to Ireland.
On his acquittal, however, he deemed it most pru-
dent to leave Dublin: he therefore visited Edin-
burgh, where being suspected he was obliged to de-
camp. He now returned to London, and braving
danger, frequented the theatres, opera house, pan-
theon, &c. but was at length taken into custody.
Having been acquitted for want of evidence for the
charge brought against hjm, he was unexpectedly
detained for having returned to England in viola-
tion of the coudition on which his’ Majesty was
pleased to grant him a remission of his punishment,
and was accordingly confined' in Newgate during
the remainder of the time that he was originally to
have scrved on the river Thames. On the expira-
tion of hiscaptivity, he returned to his former prac-
tices, but with greater caution. He was at length
apprehended for picking the pocket of Mr. Le Me-
surier, at Drury-lane play-house, but effected his
escape from the constable; and while the lawyers
were outlawing him, and the constables endeavour-
ing to take him, he evaded detection by travelling
in various disguises and characters through the nor-
thern counties of the kingdom : he visited the great
towns as a quack doctor, clergyman, rider, &c. but _
was at last apprehended, in Newcastle upon-Tyne,
and removed to London by a writ of Habeas Corpus.
He now employed counsel, and had the outlawyy
against
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against him reversed; was then tried for. steal-
ing Mr:Le Mesurier's purse, and 4cquitted in
consequence of the absence of a material witness.
Being once more enlarged, he had the presumption
to visit Dublin again, where haviag been soon sus-
pected, he with difficulty escaped to England 5 but
shortly after his arrival, 'was taken into custody for
picking the pockst of Henry Hare Townsend, esq.
For this he was tried at the Old Bailey, Sept.1, 1798,
and found guilty, notwithstanding he made an in-
genious defence. On Wednesday, Sept. 22, the
Recorder pronounced thesentence of transportation
on him for seven years, when Barrington addressed,
the court in words to the following effect :

«¢ My lord,—1I have a great deal to say in extewu-
ation for the cause for which 1 now stand convicted
at this bar; but upon consideration, I will not ar-
rest the attention of the honourable court too long.
Among the extraordinary vicissitudes incident to
human nature, it is the peculiar and unfortunate lut
of Some devoted persons, to have their best wishes
and their most carnest endeavours, to deserve the

« good opinion of the most respectable part of society,
entirely frustrated. Whatever they can say, or
whatever they may do, every word and its mean-
ing, every actionand its motive, is represented in an
unfavourable light, and is distorted from the real
sntention of the speaker or the actor. That this
has been my unhappy fate does ‘not seem to stand
in need of any confirmation. Every effort to de-
serve well of mankind, that my heart bore witnessto
its rectitude, has been by such measures as those,
and consequently has been rendered abortive.
Many of the circumstances of my life I can, with-

. out

s
\
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out any violation of truth, declare to have, there-
fore, happened absolutely in spite of myself. "'I.‘hc
world, my lord, has given me credit for abilities,
indeed, much greater than I possess, and therefore
much more than I deserved, but X have never found
any kind hand to foster these abilities. I might ask
where was the generousand powerful hand that was
ever stretched forth, to rescue George Barrington
frem infamy ? In an age like this, which, in several
Fespects, is so justly famed for liberal sentiments,
it was my severe lot, that ng noble-minded gentle-
man stepped forward, and said tome; ¢ Barrington,
you are possessed of talents which may be useful to
society. I feel for your situation ; and as long as
you act the part of a good citigen, I will be your pro-
tector : you will then have time and opportunity to
rescue yourself from the obloquy of your former con-
duct.” Alas, my lord, George Barrington had never
the supreme felicity of having such comfort admi-
nistered to-his wounded spirit. As matters have
unfortunately turned out, the die is cast——and
asitis, I bend resigned to my fate; without one
murmur or complaint.” Having thus conciuded
his neat address, rendered more forcible by his pathe-
tic manner, he left the bar with a respectful bow,
and thus withdrew from public life in Earope, toact
a new part in the NEw wORLD. On his arrival at
Port Jackson, he was introduced to the governor,
and appointed superintendant of the convicts re-
sident at Paramatta. His conduct, during his
exile, has been such as to compensatefor all the
past. According to recent accounts he has been de-
ranged in his mind ; and it has been also reported,
that he is dead. While in London he cehabited
- with a woman, who went by his name, and who,

' since
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since his transportation, has been apprehended for
several thefts, as if desirous of following him to Bo-

tany Bay.

BARTON, J. See DickENSON, E.

BEDDINGFIELD, ANNE, (MURDERER,)
was the wife of John Beddingfield, who was the
son of respectable parents, at Sternficld in Suffolk,
and to whom she'was married at seventeen years of
age, when he was about twenty-four: the young
couple were placed in a good farm, which was care-
fully agtended by the husband, who bore the cha-
racter of a mao of industry and integrity. They
had two children, and lived apparently happy
for some time. Richard  Ringe, a youth of nine-
teen, was engaged in-the service of Mr. Bedding-
field ; nor hdd he been long in the house before his
mistress became so enamoured of him, that her hus-
band was the object of her contempt, Her beha-
viour to Ringe was such that he could not long
doubt of her favourable inclinations; nor had he
virtue to resist the temptation : and they were so in-
cautious in-their amours, that four of the servants
were: occasional witnesses of their criminal inter-
course. At length Mrs. Beddingfield, having
formed the horrid design of destroying her husband,
communicated ber intention to Ringe, who hesita-
ting at the dreadful proposal, she promised that he
should share her fortune as the reward of the deed.
Mr. Beddingfield happening to be indisposed, it
was r=commended to him to take a vomit; but the
water which the servant-maid brought him to drink
proving too hot, Ringe was directed to bring some
cold water to mix with it ; and he took this oppor-
tunity of putting arsenic into the water; but Bed-
dingfield, observing a white sediment in the bason,
would not drink, though no suspicion of the l;{l}or
. eing
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being poisoned had occurred to him. On the failure
" of this they determined on another scheme of dis-
patching the unfortanate object of their vengeance.
Mr. Beddingfield having been selling somne cattle to
another farmer, they had drank a sociable glass to-
gether, but not to such a dcgree as to occasion in-
toxication. \When Mr. Beddingfivld came home,
he found that his wife was in bed with one of the
maid servants; on which he desired her to come to
his chamber, but thisshe refused, aud mutual recri-
minations passed between them. It had been de-
termined by Ringe to commit the rgurder on that
night, while his master was asleep; accordingly
when his master was in bed, he quitted his own
room, passed through that in which his mistress
slept, and went to the bed-chamber of his master.
Observing that Mr. Beddingfield was asleep, he
threw a cord vound his neck to strangle him ; but,
being hurt by the weight of Ringe lying across
him, he struggled so that they both felf 6ff the bed
together. However, the horrid deed of murder was
soon perpetrated. Mrs, Beddingfield, being asleep
in the next room, awoke at the noise, and in her
fiight awakened the servant. Atthat instant Ringe
entered the room, and said, ¢ I have done for him 3>’
to which the  wife answered, ¢ Then I am easy.™
T'he gir) was greatly alarmed ; but cried out, ¢ mas-
ter,’’ supposing Mr. Beddingfield was present ; for
there was no light in the room : but Mrs. Bedding-
field commanded her to be silent.. Ringeasked the
mistress if any one was acquainted with what had
passed besides her and the maid ; on which the girl
asked, ¢ Hecw came you here, Richard > 'The -
villain, terrified by his guilt; replied, ¢ ¥ was forced
toit.” He then went to his own room, and lay
down j and the mistress and maid getdug up, the
: latter




\

BEDDINGFIELD. 49
- A}
but was charged not to utter a syllable of what
bad passed.  Mrs. Beddingfield now directed the
girl to call Ringe, who. scemed offended at being
disturbed ; but, when he had struck-a light, his
mistress told him to o into his masters room, for
she was afraid that Le was indisposed. Ringe
obeyed ; but, on his return said, with an air of sur-
prise, that his master was dead. By this time an-
ether maid-servant got up, and the girls, going to
their master’s room, found the deceased lying on his
- face, and observed that part of his shirt collar was
torn off, and that his neck was black and swelled.
A messenger was instantly dispatched to Mr. Bed-
dingfield’s parents, who proposed to send for a sur-
geon : but the wife said, it was unnecessary to send
“tor a doctor, as her husband was already dead..On
the following day the coroner’s jury took:-an inqui-
sition into the cause of his death ; but so'superficial
was the inquiry, that it Jasted only a few minutes,
and their derermination was, that he died a natural
deach. The guilty commerce between the murderers
became now more evident than before ; yet so fickle
wa~ Mrs. Beddingfield’s disposition, that in a few
weeks she began to despise the man whom she had
excited . to the murder of her husband. The ser-
vant-maid was resolved to discover the fact, but
postpozed her resolution till she had received the
wages for her quarter’s service. When het istress
bad paid her, she went to her parents, and disco-
vered ali she knew of the matter: on which a war-
raut was issued for apprechending the muiderers, As
they had an idea of what was going torward, they
attempted to bribe the girl’s mother tosecrecy, who
rejected their offers : on which Mrs. Beddingfield
made her escape, but was apprehended at the end
of two days. Ringe, however, seemed to disdain ta
r consule
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\
consult his own safety, and remained in the house :
after he was committed to prison, he confessed -
that he had deemed himself -a dead man from the
time of his perpetrating the murder. At the Lent
assizes in 1763, the prisoners were brought to trial,
when the surgeon and coroner were examined as to ©
what fell within their knowledge. The former”
confessed that he saw evident marks of violence on
the body ; and being asked how. he could depose
before the coroncr, that Mr, Beddingfield had died
a natural death, he replied, that he did not think
much aboutit! 11 Several unguarded expressions of
Mis. Beddingficld having been sworn to by the wit=
Resses, particulariy that she had said, ¢ She knew
somebody would soon die,”—*¢ That she should.
want mourning ear-rings very soon,” &c. and the
prisoners liaving nothing to alledge in extenuation
of their crime, they were both capitally convicted,
and sentenced to die.  After conviction, as well as
before, Ringe trecly confessed his guilt; but ex-
pressed the utmost anxiety at the thought of being
dissected.  Mis. Beddingfield refused to make any
confession till the day betore her death. They were
placed in one siedge on the morning of execution,
and conveyed to a place near Ipswich, called Rush-
more, where Ringe made a pathetic address to the
surrounding multitude, advising young people to be
warned by bis fate, and to avoil the delusions of
wicked women, Atter the fervent exercise of devo-
tion he was turned off ; while the body of Mrs. Bed-
dingfield, who had been first strangled at a stake,
was hurned to ashes, agrecable to the then practice
respecting women who were convicted of the murder
of their husbands. They suffered April 8; 1763.

BELLAMY, EDWARD, (HOUSE-BREAKER,)
was a native of London, and served his time to a

taylor,
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taglor; but his apprenticeship was no sooner ex-

pired, than he associated with some women of ill
fame, ‘and became a thief to support their extra-

vagance. His commencement in this art was with-
a number of young pickpeckets, and he soon be-
came an adept in the profession.  From this busi-
ness they advanced a step further. They used to
go, three or four in company, to the shopsof silver-
smiths in the evening, and while one of them
cheapened some article of small value, his'compa-
nions used to secrete something of greater. It was
likewise a practice with them to walk the streetsat
night, and forcing up the windows of shops with a
chissel, run off with any propeity that lay within
their reach, This was commonly done so suddenly
that the thigves got off with the effects before the
shop-keepers were prepared to follow them. Bel-
lamy played his part with o much dexterity, that
he was looked upon as leader of the gang : after
three years practice at this infamous business, he
-forged a note, (forgery being not then a capital of-
fence,) by which he defrauded a linen-draper of
money to a considerable amount. Being taken
into custody for this, he was lodged in Newgate ;

- but discharged without bring brought to trial, his
fiiends having found means to accommodate the

matter with the injured party. Inashorr time after

he ieft Newgate, he made connections with Jonathan

Wild, and by a frequent attendance at bis office,

dived so far into the mysteries of his profession,

and was so convinced of the great profit that at-

tended it, that he formed an idea of engaging in the

same. business on his own account. At this time

Wild used frequently to borrow money of a Mr,

Wildgoose, who kept an inn at Smithficld : and Bel-

F2  lamy

-
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lamy wishing to become acquainted with a meam.
whom he thought he could make subservient to his
interest, applied to Jonathan to recommend him to
Wildgoose ; but this the famous thicf-taker abso-
lutely refused; on which Bellamy determined to
take his revenge on Wild, Having often gone with
messages and notes from Jonathay to Wildgoose,
and being well-acquainted with the hand-writing of
the former, he forged a draught on the latter for
ten guineas, which Wildgoose paid without hesita-
tion; as soon as Bellamy had got the money he
omitted to pay his usual visits at Wild's office. A
few days after this, Wild went to his acquaintanee
to borrow some money, when Wildgoose told him he
had paid hig draught for the above-mentioned sum,
and producing the note, Jonathan could not be cee-
taih that it was not his own hand-writing, otherwise
than by recollecting that he had never given sucha
draught. Wildgoose was unacquainted with Bel-
lamy’s name ; but, by the description of his person,
Jonathan svon found who had comnmitted the for-
,&ery 5 on which he ordered his myrmidons to be care- . -
ful to apprehend the offender. Rellamy baving
been taken in alodging in White-friars, Jonathar's
men sent word to their master that they had him ia
custody, and begged he would come and give orders
how they should dispose of him : but, in theinterim
Bellamy, who expected no mercy from the old thief-
taker, seizes the advantage of the casual absence of
. his artendance from the room, fixed a rope to the
bar of the window, and let himself into the street,
though the room was three stories high, He now
entertained thoughts of azcommodating the affaic
with Wild, imagining he should be treated with the
utmost severity if he should be re-apprehended :
bu¢ before he had proceeded in this negotiation,
Wild’s

-
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Wild’s men seized him at a gin-shop in Chancery-
fane, and sent to their master for instructions how to
act. To this message Jonathan returned an answer
that they might give him his liberty, on the condi-
tion that he should come to the office, and adjust the
business with himself. Hereupon Bellamy was dis-
charged : knowing how dan‘gerous it would be
to affront Wild, he went the following morning toa
ublic house in the Old Bailey, where he sent for
fonathan to breakfa-t with him : and the latter send-
ing for Wildgeose, Bellamy gave him a note for the
“money received, and no farther steps were taken in
the affair. As soon- as this business was adjusted,
Bellamy renewed his former plan of making depre-
dations on the public, and committed an immense
pumber of robberies. During one of his rambles,
near the Royal Exchange, he tell into company with
a kidnapper, who obtained an infamous subsistence
by enticing distressed young people to go abroad,
under pretence that theywould be there well provided
for,  Bellamy thinking this fellow a proper subject
‘g0 employ his genius, pretended that he was out of
employment, and ambitious of visiting America.
The kidnapper represented America as the country
where indostry and merit could not fail of success,
even to the attainment of an ample fortune ; he as-
sured him he had helped mapg young people to
places, who ‘were out of employment, who after-
wards became so rich as to keep their carriages.
He declared himsclf no mean, time serving wretch,
who took money for these things; all his view was
to be of service ro the distressed.—In this instance
the kidoapper intended to gull the thief, and the
thief to take in the kidnapper. Bellamy having
lived some time at the expence of his new acquaint-
ance, the day at length ariived when his indentures
¥3 were
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were to be signed, as the ship in which he was to.
embark was on the point of sailing. Therec were
other young fellows who were to be bound; and
when they came to the magistrate’s, the kidnapper
_ recollected that he had left some papers behind hims'
and desired Bellamy to go back for them. He did
as directed ; and told the man’s wife that ber hus-
band wanted twe guineas to pay the expence of in-
deuturing the people who were with him. The
woman readily delivered the money, with which Bel-
lamy decamped, and the kidnapper saw no more of
him. The robberies committed by Bellamy and
his gang were innumerable, and attended with va-
rious success. One time they broke the sash of a
silversmith’s shop in Russel court, Drury-lane, swhea
a person who lay under the compter, fired a blua-
derbuss at them, which obliged them to decamp
without their booty. This attempt failing, they
went to the house of another silversinith, which they
brokeopen, and finding the servant-inaid sitting up
for her master, they terrified her into silence, and
carried off effects to a large amount. Not long a’-
ter this robbery they broke open the shop of a gracer
near Shorediich, in the expectation of finding cash
to a great amount: but the proprictor having pre-
viounly secured it, they got only about ten pouunds
of tea, and the loose money in the till. Their next
attempt was at the house of a hosicr in Widegate-
alley, from whose shop they carricd off some goods
of value, which they sold to the Jews on the follow-
ing day. Bellamy and some of his fraternity made
an attempt to break open the shop of alinen-draper,
in Bishopsgate-street, on a Sunday evening; when
a woman wha had watched their motions) knocked
at the door just as they had cfiected un eytrance: -
which ¢bliged them to decamp with the utimost pre-

cipitation
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‘«ipitation. On the rame night they attempted to
break into a toy shop, in Swithin’s-alley, Cornhill;
2and had wrenched the bars from the windows: when
the shutters suddenly falling, the family were alarm-
ed, acd their scheme frustrated. Notwithstanding
this, as soon as the neighbourhood was quiet, they
went back to the same alley, and broke open the |
bouse of a shoemaker, whence they stole a great
quantity of shoes, and plate to a large amount,
~ which they disposed of to Jews on the following day.
Having another night broken open the shop of a
_barber in George yard, Lombard-street, where they
found very little that they thought worth their no-
tice, they carried off ali the wigs; but not being
able to sell them: ro any advantage, they took them
to the King’s Bench, and gate them away to the
debtors.  Soon alterwards they broke into a Shoe-
maker’s shop in Eastcheap, and stole a number of
shoes, which they packed up ina bag ; -buta watch-
man observing them, they dropped their ill-gotten
prize, kuocked him down, and effected their escape.
Froin the shop of a silversmith in Bride-lane they
carried off .plate to the amount of fifty pounds;
and from the house of a haberdasher in Bishopsgate
street, a load of variousarticles, the whole of which
they disposed of to Jews, On another occasion,
they broke open a tea-shop near Gray’s-Inn-lane ;
* having removed the shuttere, by citting away part
of them with chissels, they were going to lift up the
sash, whena person from within hearing them, cried
out, thieves! on which they ran off without their
booty. Having broken into a tea:warthouse near
Aldgate, they nad packed up a valuable parcel of
goods, when the maid -servant came down stairs, un-
dressed, and without a-candle, She went into the
yard, and soon returned, without knowing that they

o ' were
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were in the house; but when she came into the
shop, Bellamy seized her, and obliged her to lie on
the floor, while they went off with their booty. The
same night they broke open the shop of a mercer in
Bishopsgate street, whence they carried off goods to
a large amount. The next robbery was at tihe
‘house of a grocer in Thames-street; the watchman
passing by as they were packin’g up their booty, B-}-
lamy <eized him, and obliged him to put out his
candle, to prevent any alarm being given. ‘Having
kepe lim till they were ready to go off with rheir
plunder, they took him to the side of the Thames,
and threatened to throw him in, if he would not
throw in his Janthorn and staff. The poor man was
obliged to comply with their .injunctions.  Soon
atrer this they stole a large sum of money ant a
quantity of goods from the house of a grecer,
which they broke open in Aldersgate street? A
neighbour saw this robbery from his window, but
was too much frightened to take any measures for
tiie detection of -the villains, Their next exploit
was at an old clothes-shop, kept by a woman in
Shadwell, whence they carried off every valuahle ar-
ticle. Autter this they robbed the shop of a hosier
in Coleman-stieet, and took away goods to the
amount of seventy pounds, which the thievesdivided
into shaies, and sold them to their old acquaintance
the Jews. They were disappoinied in their next at-
tempt, which was to break open the house of a
{inen-draperin Westminster: for some people com
ing up before they had compleated their opeiations,
they were obliged 1o decamp with precipitation,
The next evening, observing the door of a shop
shut in St. Clement’s church. yard, they made it fast
with a cord on the outside, and throwing up the
sash, stole a very large number of silk handker-

chicfs,
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chiefs, while awoman in the shop made many fruit-
less attempts to open the door, “Fhey also stole a
variety of plate, wearing-apparel and other effects,
the same night, from two housesin Holborn. Soon
after this they stole goods to the amount of twenty
pounds, from a house which they broke open in
Red Lion strect : and breaking open another the
same night in Fullwood™s-reats, obtained-about anr
equal booty. While thus preying upon the public
they became aequainted with an old woman, who
bad opened an office near Leicester fields, for the
reception of stolen goods, something on the plan of
that of “Jonathan Wild. To this woman Bellamy
and his companions used to sell much of their ill-
gotten effects; but she having, ongone occasion,
given a smaller price than they expected, Bellamy:
determined on a plan_of revenge; in pursuance of
whjch he went to her ofiice with a small quantity of
stolen plate; and while she was gone with ittoa
silversmith, he broke open her drawers, and carried
off her cash to a large amount. His next adven-
tures were the breaking a house in Petticoat-lane 5
and another in Grocer's-alley in the Poultry, at
both of which places he made large prizes. Soon
atterwaids he stopped a man near Hountlsditeh, and
robbed him of his money. He now became so nos
torious, that a reward of one hundred pounds was
offered for the apprehending him; in consequence-of
which he was taken, near the sevea Dials, the day -
after he had vobbed ashop in Monmouth-street, and
copmitted to Newgate. For this last offence he was
tried, convicted, and received sentence of death.
From the time of conviction till the arrival ot the
warrant for hisexecution, he affected a chearfulness
of behaviour, and said that he would be hanged in
his shroud ; but the certainty that he should suffcr;
s .an
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and the sight of his coffin, excited more serious ideas
in his mind : and he 1eceived the sacrament a few
days before his death, with evident marks of repen-
tance for the many crimes of which he had been

guilty. He suffered at Tyburn, March 27, 1728.
BERGHEN, MICHAEL VAN, BERGHEN,
CATHERINE VAN, (MURDERERS,) man and
wife, arld natives of Holland, who, having settled
in England, kept a public house near East Smith-
field, in.1700, wheie Gerrard Dromelius who was |
Jikewise tried, and found guilty of the murder of
Mr. Oliver Norris, acted as thecir servant. Mr.
Norris was a country gentleman, who lodged at an
inn near Aldgate, and who weut igto the house of
Van Berghen, about eight o’elock in the evening,
_and continued to drink there till about eleven.
Finding vimself rather intoxicated, he desirei the
maid-servant to call a coach to carry him home.
As she was going to do so, her mistress whispered
her, and bid her return in a lit:le time, and say that
a coach was not to be protured. These directions
being observed, Norris, on the maid’s retorn, re-
solved to go without a coach, and accordingly tock
his leave of the family ; -but he bad not gone far
before he di‘coveréd that he-had been robbed of a
purse containing a sum of money; whereupon he
rcturned and charged Van Berghen and his wife
with having been guiity of the robbery, This they
positively denied, and threatened to turn him out of
the house; but he refused to go, and resolutely went
into a room where the cloth was laid for supper.
At this time Dromelius entered the room, and treat-
ing Mr. Norris in a cavalier manner, the latter re-
sented the insult, and at length a quarrel.ensued.
At this juncture, Van Rerghen seized a poker, with
which be fractured Mr. Norris’s skull, and in the
mnean
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mean time Dromelius stabbed him in different parts
of the body; Mrs, Van Berghen being present dur-
ing the perpetration of the hortid act. When Mr,
Norris was dead, they stripped him of his coat,
wai-tcoat, bat, wig, &c. and then Van Berghen and
Dromelius carried the body, and threw it into a
ditch which communicated with the Thames: and
in the mean time Mrs. Vau Berghen washed the
blood of the deceased from the floor of the room.
The clothes, which had been stripped from the de-
ceased, were put up in a hamper, and cominitted to
the care of Dromeclius, who took a boat, and cariied
them over to Rotherhithe, where he employed the
waterman to carry the hamper to lodgings which he
had taken, and in which he proposed 1o remain un-
til he could find a favourable opportunity of em-
barking for Holland. ‘The next mortning, at low
water, the hody of.a gentleman was found, and se-
veral of the ncighbours went to take a view of it,
and endeavoured to try if they could trace any
blood to the place where the murder might have
been committed ; but not succeeding in this, some
of them, who were up at a very early hour, iecol-
lected that they had seen Van Berghen and Drome-
lius coming almost from the spot where the body
was found ; and remarked that a light had been
carried backwards and forwards in Van Kerghen's
house. Upon this the house was searched ; but no
discovery was made, except that a little blood was
found behind the door of a room, which appeared to
have been lately mopped. Enquiry was inade after
Dromelius 5 but Van Berghen and his wife would
.give no other account than that he had left their
service ; on which they were takeu into custody,
with the servant-maid, who was the principal evi-

dence against them. At this time the waterm;:
w
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who had carried Dromelius to Rotherhithe, aed
who knew him very well, appeared, and he was like-
,wise taken into custody. The prisoners were tried
by a jury of half Englishmen and half foreigners,
. to whom all the cimcumstances above-mentioned ap-
peared so striking, that they did not hesitate to find
the prisoners guilty, and accordingly they received
sentence of death. After ‘condemnation, and a
short time before the day of execution, Dromelius
assured the ordinary of Newgate, that the murder
was committed by himself, and that it was preceded

~and followed by thesc circamstances, viz. Mr. Nor-

ris being very much in liquor, and desirous of go-
ing to his inn, Mr. Van Berghen directed hinfto at-
tend hjm thither; soon after they left the house,
Norris went into a broken building, where using
opprobrious language to Dromelius, and attempting
to draw his sword, he wrested it from hisdand, and
stabbed him with it in several places; that this be-
ing done, Norris groaned very much; and Drome-
lius hearing d watchman coming, and fearing a dis<
covery, drew a knife, cut his throat, and thereby

put an end to his life. Inanswer to this it was said,

that the story was altogether improbable: for if
Mr. Norris had been killed in the manner above-

mentioned, some blood would have been found on 7

the spot, and there would have been holes in his
clothes from the stabbing ; neither of which was
the case. Still, however, Diomelius persisted in his
declaration, with a view to save the life of his mis-
tress, with whom he was thought to haie had an
improper connection. Mr. :nd Mrs, Van. Berghen
were attended at the.place of execution by some.

divines of their own country, as well as'an English |

s clergyman ; and desired the prayers of them all,
Ms. Van Berghen, unable to sjeak intelligibly

. in

.
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in English, conversed in -Latin; a eircumstance
from: which it may be inferied, that he had been
educated in a style superiorte the rank ~t life which
“he had lately held. He said that"the murder was
not committed in his house, and thut he knew no
more of &, than that D.omclius came 16 him, while
he lay in bed, informed him that M bad weun.ed

the genileman, and begged him to aid his escape s’

but that when he knew Mr. Norris was murdeted,
he ofiered money to some persons to pursue the
murderer.; this circomstance, however, which might

have been favourable to him, was nct proved on -

his trial. . Mrs. Van Berglen also solemrly de-
clared, thac she knew nothing of the murder till
after it was perpetrated, which was not in their
bouse ; that Dromelius coming inta the chamber,
and saying he had murdered the gentleman, she
went for the hamper to hold the bloody clothes, and
assisted Dromelius in his esvape, a circum-tance
which would not he deemed criminal in her coun-
try. This was, however, an arttul plea; for, in
‘ Holland, accessaries before or afterthe fact are ac-
counted as principalss Dromelius, when at the
place of execution, persisted in his former tale 5 but
desired the prayers of the surrounding multitude,
whom he warned to beware of the indulgence of
violent passions, to which he then fell an untimely
sacrifice. They suffered near the Hartshorn brew-
bouse, East Smithfield, being the nearest conve-
Bient spot to the place where the murder was com-
mitted on the tenth of July, in the year 1700. The
men were hung in chains between Bow and Miles

end ; «but the woman was buried.

BERRY, THOMAS. Sece DickgnsoN, E.

BIG, JEPTHAH, (WRITER OF THREATEN=
ING LETTERS,) was a native of Spitalficlds, who,
. i .G having

~ ~
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having a brother who was coachman to a gt
of fortune, conceived an idea of su ppfl.ying
extravagancies, by extorting money from
ther's master. Calling on one Peter Salter,
him to an ohscure public house near the M
where he developed his scheme, saying he mi,
tain an hundred guineas by sending a thre:
Jetter ; but he was at a lossto think what ho
money should be sent to : at length he fixe
public-house, called the Shoulder of Mutton,
ljngsgate, whither he dirvected Salter to go an
_ till a porter should bring a letter directed t
Harrison, which letter Salter was to carry to B
an alehouse on Fish-street-hill. Agreeable t
direction Stlter waited at the Shoulder of M
till a porter brought a lettek, and spoke to the .
lord and his son, who seemed surprised at rea
the contents. Guilt is ever cowardly ; and o1
them going out, Salter imagined it was to ca
officer to apprehend him ; on which he slipped
of the house, and went to his companion on F
streer-hill. These associates in roguery takir
walk to Moorfields, Big said he was undaunted
this repulse ; and that he would write such a let
as would make the gentleman trembie ; and he «
not doubt of success, In consequence of an agre
ment between the parties, another letter was ser
ordering the gentleman to send an hundred guinea
enclosed in a parcel, to the Black Boy in Gooc
man’s Fields, directed to John Harrison. Salte
went daily, and drank at this house, where be ha
hitherto beew a stranger, in expectation of ai
answer, which he was to receive, guardilg only
against any artifice that might be used o appre-
hend him. ~ While he was thus waiting, he read an
advertisement in the newspaper, offering 2 rew?d
, or
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for the extortioner, At this juncture a porter
brought a letter which he gave to the landlord,
who having read it, the potter «aid, ¢¢ 1 have a par-
cel for one Mr. Harrison; do you know such a
gentleman " The landlord enquired it any person
present answered to that name; but Salter was too
much on his guard to do so ; and drinking his beer
without any sign of tear, he went to an alchouse
wear Aldgate, where he met his accomplice, and
old him a scheme was laid to apprchend him.
Lfter some conference they adjourned to a public
suse near the residence of the gentieman ro whom
¢ threatening letters had been sent. Here Big
it tor his brother, who attended ; but said, as he
s obliged to go out with his master he could not
v with him. Big now observed that his biother

complained of the peevish disposition of his
ter, and asked if he did not intend to leave him.
- brother replied, that his master had been very
ul for some days past; but added, ¢ I have
found out the reason; forsome vile rogue has
1 threatening let:er, and swears he will muarder
if a2 sum of money is not sent to a public house
rodman’s Fields,” When Big’s brother was
he told Salter he would send another letter,
ver might be the consequence; but Salter
ded him not to run the rick of a proceeding
must be followed by certain ruin. A tew
‘ter this the porter, who had carried the ictter
n Salter at both the public houses, Bappened

him, and suspecting that he might be the
ner, delivered him to the custody ot a peace
on which he accused Big as the principai 3
s thereupon apprehended and commitied to
:, and Salter admitted evidence for the

Big, being tried at the Old Bailey, was

G2 con-
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convicted and reccived sentence of death ; which
sentence rather, sl prised him, as h: had no idea
that the offence was capital. He wasthoughttobea
Roman Cuinolic, as he retused the attendance of the
Ordinary wiule he jay in Newgate. Hesuifered at
Tybuin, S-ptumnber 19, 1729.

BILLINGS, TdOMAS. Sce Haves, Ca-
THERINE.

BLAKE, alias Bi UESKIN, JOSs (HOU:zE-
BREAKER,) was a native ¢t London, and was sent
to schoul by his parents for tie space of six years 3
but made iittle progress in learning; having a
very early propensity to acts of dishonesty.  While
at school he formed an acquaintance with William
Blewit, who afterwards eniered into Jonathan
‘Wild's gang, and became one of the most notorious
villains of the age. No sooner had Blake left school,
than he commenced pick pocket, and had been in all
the prisons for variois felonies before he was fifteen .
years of age. From this practice he turned street-
robber, and joined with Oaky, Levee, and many
othe: rogues, who acted under the directions of
Wild. For some of the robberies they committed

" they were taken into custody, and Blake was ad-
mitted an evidenee against his companions, who
were convicted ; in consequence of which he claimed
his liberty, and pait of the reward allowed by go-
vernment ; but he was informed by the couyrt, that
he had no right to either, because he was nct a
voluntary evidence; since, so far from having surren-
dered, he made an obstinate resistance, and was
much wounded before he was taken ; and therefore
he must find security for his good behaviour, or be
“transported. Not being able to give the requisite
security, he was lodged in Wood-street Compter,
where he remained -a considerable time, during
which
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which Jonathan Wiid allowed him three shillings
and sixpence a week. At length he prevailed on
two gardeners to be his baii ; but the court at the
Old Bailey hesitating to take their sccurity, they
went before Sir John Fryer, who took their recog-
nizance for Blake’s good behaviour for scven years.
He had no sooner obtained his liberty than he wag
concerned in several robberies with Jack Sheppard,
and particularly that for which two brothers, Fran.
cisand Benjamin Brightwell, were tried, and bo-
hourably acquitted, though the prosecutor (John
Pargiter) swore that they were the soldiers that
robbed him : it was, however, satisfactorily proved,
that Francis was on guard at the time, and Benja.
min at home at his lodging. The foot pad rob-
beries and burglaries committed by Blake and his
associates were very numerous; but the fact for
* which Blake suffered was the robbery of Mr. Knee-
bone, as will appear by the fotlowing account. He
was indicted at the Old Bailey sessions, in October
1724, for breaking and entering the dwelling-house -
of William Kneebone, stealing one hundred and
eight yards of woollen cloth, value 361, and other
¥ goods. The prosecutor having sworn that the
% ‘bars of his cellar win.low were cat, and that the cel-
@ lar-door, which had been bolted and padlocked, was
+ broke open, he acquainted Jonathan Wild with
" what had happened, who went to Blake’s lodgings,
with two other persons ; but Blake refusing to open
the door, it was broke open by Quilt Arnold, one
of Wild’s men. On this he drew a penknife, and
swore he would kill the first man that entered 3 in
answer to which Arnold said, * Then I am the
first man, and Mr. Wild is not far behind, and if
you don’tdeliver your penknife immediately, I will
chop your arm off.”> Hereupan the prisoncr drop-
g 1 T ped
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ped the knife; ~nd Wikl entering, he was takes
nito custody. Asthe parties were conveying him to
Newgate, they came by the house of the prosecutor,
on which Wild suid to the prisoner, ¢ ‘There’s the
ken;™ and the latrer replied, ¢ Say no more of
-that Mr. Wild, for 1'’know I am a dead man ; but
what I fear is, that I shall afterwards be cairied to
Surg:on’s hall, and anatomised ;* to which Wild
replied, ¢ No, I'll take care to prevent that, for
I'll give you a coffin.”  Willian Ficld,” who was
cvidence on the trial, swore that the robbery was
committed by Blake, Sheppard, and himself, and
the jury brought in a verdict of guilty. Assoon as
the verdict was given, the prisoner addressed the
court in the following terms: ¢ On Wednesday
moruning last, Jonathan Wild said tp Simon Jacobs,*
I believe you will not bring gol. this time : I wish

Joe (meaning me) was in yoar case; I'll do my -

endeavour to bring you off as a single felon. And
then turning to me, he said, ¢ I believe you must
die—TI'll send you a good book or two, and provide
you a coffin, and you shuil not be anatomised.””~—
Wild was to have been an evidence against this ma-

lefactor ; but going to visit bim in the bail-decks -

previous to his trial, Blake suddenly drew a clasped
penknife, with which he cut Jonathan’s throat,
which prevented his giving evidence; but as the
knife wasblunt, the wound, thou_h dangerous, did
not prove mortal.—Sce WiLD. While under seo-
tence of death, he did not shew much coacern for
his calamitous situation. When asked if he was
adviscd to comumit the violence on Wild, he'said,

=.Jacobs was then a prisouer, and aficrwards
transported.

¢ No;
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% No; but thata sudden thought entered his mind,
of he would have provided a knife, which would
have cut oif his head at once.”” He sutfered in a
state of intoxication, at Tyburn, Nov. 11, 1723~
See SHEPFPARD. ' o

BLAKE, DANIEL, (MURDERER," was the
sonof a butcher at Bunwel!, in Norfolk,whobrought
bim up to his own business. When about twenty
years old, he became dissatisfied with hi» trade,@nd
travelled to London with an intention of hiring him-
slf as a geiitleman’s servant, and he haa been but
a short time in-the metropolis when he was engaged
in the service of Lord Dagre  Having contracted
an acquaintante with soine wamen of abandoned
character, he resolved t6 support his consequent ex-
penses by robbing his fellow -servants. He had been
in the service of Lord Dacre about ten weeks, when
he determined to carry his iniquitous plan into exe-
cution: and going inta the room of Mr. Murcott,
his lordship’s butler, he repeatedly struck him with
a poker, and then taking a knife from his pocket,
<ut his throat almost from ear toear. Having taken
twenty guineas frow the breechies pocket of the des
ceased, he then returned to his bed. He rose about
seven, and went to his usual business; in about an
hour he was desired to call Mr. Murcott; on which
he said he had aiready called him two ov tirce tunes,
but had not been able to make him answer. Lord
Dacre’s bell ringing about nine, the porter went
into the chamber of the deceased, and re catedly
called him ; he then approached the bed, and ~hook
Mr.Murcett, and, finding him still sileut and mo-
tienless, exclaimed, ¢ God blecesme! I believe he
isdead 1”” he then turned down the bed-clothes, -
which the murderer had thrown over Mr. Murcott’s

face, and perceiving them bloody, he quitted the
room
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room in great terror, and communicated his disco-
very to the house keeper and lady Dacre’s waiting -
maid ; who. going into the room, turned the clothes
a little further doyrn, and observed a knife, which
they supposed to have fallen from the hand of, the
deceased ; ard attempting to move the body, the
" head inclined backwards, ahd gave the wound a
most shocking appearance. Upon the rest of the
servants being informed of Mr. Murcott’s unhappy
death, Blake shed tears in great abundance, wrung
his hands, and appeared to be affected in so extra-
vagant a degree, that he wasurged ta moderate his
affliction, lest the nobleman and his laay should be
alarmed. Mr. Murcott’s death being communicated
to Lord Dacre, he sent for Mr. Marsden, clerk to
Sir John Fielding, and kept him in the house three
days, with the vicw of discovering the perpetrator
of the horrid fact. During thé time that Blake had
been jn the service of Lord Dacre. he was known to
be in very indigent circumstances: but on the day
after the murder he was observed to discharge seve-
ral small debts ; and hence arose a suspicion of his
guilt. Ali the servants in the family having been
strictly examined in the presence of Lord Dacre, th;
porter declared that he firmly believed that the knife
found in the bed belonged to Biake. When in cus-
tody, and conducted to Sir John Fielding’s he vo-
luntarily acknewledged himself guilty of the horrid
fact, and was committed to Newgate in order totake
his trial at the ensuing sessions at the Old Builey 5
his own confession being corroborated by very strong
circomstantial evidence, he was found guilty, and
sentenced to be gxccuted. While he was under sen-
tence of death, his behaviour was decent and peni-
tential. He suffered at Tyburn on the 26th of Fe-

bruary,

b



sLaNDY. ' )

bruary, 176335 and his body was hung in chainson
Hounslow Heath, o
BLANDY, MARY, (PaRRICIDE,) was the
only daughjer of Mr. Francis Blandy, an eminent
attorney at Henley upon Thaimnes, and town clerk of
that place. She had been educated with the urmost
tenderness, and every possible care was taken to
impress on her mind scntiments of virtue and re-
ligion. Her person had npothing'in it remarkably
engaging ; but she was of a sprightly and affable
disposition, polite in manuers, and engaging in con-
versation ; and was uncommonly distinguished by
her good sense.  -She had read the best authors in
the English language,and had a memory remaikably
retentive of the knowledge -he had icquired. - Ina
word, she excelled most of her sex in tho-e accom-
plishments which are calculared to grace and dignity
the female mind. As her farher was repured to be
rich, a number of young gentlemen courted his ac-
quaintance, with a view to obtain the beart of his
daughter; but of all the visitors none were more
agreeable, both to father and dadghrer, than the
gentlemen of the army ; and the former was never
better pleased than when he had some ot them at
his table. At the :ge of twenty--ix, Miss Bl rndy
became acquainted with Capt. Wm. Henry Cran-
stoun, who was then about torty six.  He was the
sonof Lord Crausiotun, of an ancient Scotch tamily,
which had made great ailiances, by inter wariiuges
with the nobility of Scotlan:.. Being a younger
brother, his uncle, Lord Mark Ker, procure:d hima
commission in the army, which, with the mterest of®
1500l. was all he had tor his support. They gentle-
man married a Miss Murray, in Scotland, in the
zear 1745, and received a handsome fortune with

er: but he wasdefective in the great article o:l pi'ue-
P ! cnee,
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dence. His wife was delivered of a son within a
year after the mairiage ; and abeut dhis ; eriod he
received orders to join his regiment in England, and
was ent on a vecruiting party to Henley, when he
bera-i.e acquainted with Miss Blandy. It may seem
extraordinary, and is, perhaps, a proof of Cran-
stoun’s art, that he could ingratiate himselt intu the
aftections ot this lady, for his percon was diminutive;
he was marked with the small pox, his face was in
seams, and he squinted very much: but he possessed
that faculty of small talk, which is too prevalent
with many of the fair sex. Mr. Blandy, who was
acquainted with Lord Mark Ker, was fond of being .
deemed a man of state, and so open to flattery, that
it is not to be wondered at that a man of Cran.
stoun’s artifice ingratiated himself into his favour,
and obtained permis.ion to pay his addresses to the
daughter. Apprehending that Miss Blandy might
discover that he had a wife in Scotland, he informed
her that he was involved in a disagreeable law suie.
in that country, with a young lady who laimed him
as a hushand ; and so suse was he of theintetest he
hiad obtained in Miss Blandy’s affection., that ke
had the confidence to ask her if she loved him well
enough to wait the issuc of the affair. She told him,
that it her father and mother approved of her stay-
ing for him, she had no objection. Cranstoun en--
deavoured to conduct this amour with all possible
secrecy ; notwithstanding which, it came to the
knowiedge of Lord Matk Ker, who wrete to Mr. -
Blandy, informing him the captain had a wife and
children in Scotlan., an: conjuring him to preserve
bis daughter from ruin.  Alarmcd by this intelli-
gence, Mr. Blandy informed his daughter of it ; hut
she did not seem equally affected, as Cranstoun’s
former dcclaration had prepared her to expect some

such
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such news; and when the old gentleman taxedCran-
stoun with it, he declared it was only an affair of
gallantry, from which he should have no difficulty
to free himself. Mrs, Blandy appears to have been
under as great a degree of infatuation asher daugh<
ter ; for she forbore all farther enquiry, on the cap-
tain’s bare assurance that the repoit of his marriage
was false. Cranstoun, however, could not bg equally
casy: he saw the necessity of devising some scheme
to get hisfirst marriage annulled, or of bidding adieu
to all the gratifications he could promise himself by
asccond. After revolving various schemes in his
mind, he at length wrote to his wife, requesting her
to disown him for a husband; obscrving that,
¢ having no other way of rising to preferment but
in the army, ke had but little ground to expect ad-
vancement there, while it was known he was incume
bered with a wife and family ; but could he once
pass for a single man, he had not the least doubt of
being quickly preferred ; which would procure him
a sufficiency to maintain her, as well as himself, in
a genteeler mauner than now he was ableto do. All
thercfore (added he) I have to request of you, is,
that you will transcribe the inclosed copy of a let-
ter, wherein you disown me for a husband ; put
your maiden name to - it, and send it by the post :
all the use I shall make of it will be to procure my
advancement, which will necessarily include your
own benefit.”” Mrs. Cranstoun, ill as she had been
treated by her husband, and little hope as she had
of more generous usage, was, after repeated letters
had passed, induced to give up her claim, and at
length sent him the requested paper, signed Murray,.
which was her maiden name. The captain, now

ossessed of this letzer, made some copies of it, which
¢ sent to his wife’s relations, and hisown : the con-
’ ' sequence
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sequence of, which was that thiey withdrew the as-
sistance they had afforded the lady, which re<
duced her to an extiemity she had never before ex-
perienced. - Exclusive of this, he instituted a suit
betore the loids ot session, for the dissolution of the
martiage ; but when Mrs, Cranstoun was heard,
and the letters read, the ar¢tul contrivance wds seen
through, the marriage was confirmed, and Cran-
stoun was adju..ged to pay the cxpenses of the-trial.
At the next sessions Capt. Cranstoun preferred a
petition, desiring to be heard by counsel, on new
evidence which it was pretended had arisen respect -
dng Miss Murray. This potition, after some hesita-
tion, was heard ; but the issue was, that the marriage
was again confirmed, and Cranstoun was obliged
to allow his wife a separate maintenance. Still,
howevcr, he paid Lis addresses to Miss Blandy with
the same fervency as before 5 which coming to the
knowledge of Mrs. Cranstoun, she sent her the de-
cree of the court of sessiun, establishing the validity
ef the mairiage. It is reasonable to suppose, that
this would have convinced Miss Blandy of the er-
roneous path in which she was treading.  On'this
‘occasion she consulted her mother ; and Cranstoun
having set out for Scotland, the oid lady advised
her to write to him, to know the truthof the affair.
Absurd a- this advice was, she wrote to him; bat,
Soon atter the receipt of her letter, he returned to
Herlcy, when he had impudence enough to assert
that the cause was not finaily determined, but would
be referred to the Heuse of Lords.  Mr. Blandy
gave very little credit to this assertion 5 but his cres
dulous wile assented at oncee to all he said, and treat-
ed him with ax much tendeiness as if he had been
her own sen. Mrs. Blandy and her daughter having
come to London, the former wanted 4ol to dis-

charge
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- charge a debt she had contracted unknown to het
“husband ; and’ Cranstoun coming into the room
while the mother and daughter were weeping over
their distresses, he demamded the reason of their
grief; of which being informed, he left them, and
soon retarning with the requisitg sum, he threw it
into the old lady’slap. Charmed by thisapparent ge-
nerosity, she burst into tears, and squcezad his hand
fervently : on which he embraced her, and said,
-¢¢ Remember, it is a son; therefore do not make
-yourself uneasy ; you do ‘not lic under any obliga-
-tion to me.”” Of this debt of forty pounds, ten
unds have been contracted by the ladies while in
{’ondon, for expences in consequence of their plea-
sures ; ao. the other thirty by expensive treats given
to Cranstoun at Henley, during Mr. Blandy’s ab-
seuce. .Soon after this Mis, Blandy died; and
Cranstoun complaining ot his tear of being .ar-
.1ested for the forty pounds, the young lady bor-
~yowed that sum, which she gave him ; and made him
.a present of her watch ; so that he was a gainer by
bis former generosity. ‘Mr. Blandy began now to
evince his disapprobation of Captain Cranstoun’s
visits: but -he contrived to have secret interyiews
mith the daughter, to whom he complained of the
father’s ill treacment ; insinuating that he had a me-
thod of conciliating his esteem ; and that when he
arrived in Scotland he would send her some powders
proper for the purpose ; on which, to prevent suspi-
cion, he would write powsders to clean the Scotch peb- -
bles. Tt does not appear that the young lady had
any idea that the powders he was to send her were
of a poisonous nature. She seems rather to have
been infatuated by her love ; and this is the only ex-
cuse that can be made for her subsequent conduct,.
whizh appears ‘othérwise totally inconsistent with
\VOL. I .H thas
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that good sense for which she was celebrated. Cran-
stoun sent her the powders, according to promise §
and Mr. Blandy being indisposed on the Sunday
se’nnight before his death, Susan Gunuel, a maid
servant, made him some water gruel, into which Mixs
Blandy conveyed some of the powder, and gaye it to
‘her father; and repeating this draught on the fol-
lowing day, he was tormented with the most violent
pains in‘hishbowels. When the old gentleman’s dis-
order increased, and he was attended by a pbysician,
his daughter came into his room, and falling on her
knees to her father, said, ¢ Banish me where you
please ; do with me what you please, so you do but
forgive me; and as for Cranstoun, I will never see
him, speak to him, or write to him, as long as I live,
if you will but forgive me.” In reply to this, the
father said, ¢ T forgive thee, my dear, and I hope
God will forgive ; but thou shouldst have considered.
before thou attemptedst any thing against thy fa-
_ther, thou shouldst have considered fwas thy o
father.” Miss Blandy now acknowledged that she
had put powder in his gruel, but that it was for an
innocent purpose: on'which the father, turning in
his bed, said, ‘¢ O such a villajn! to come to my-
house, -eat of the best, and drink of the best my.-
house could afford ; and inreturn take away my life,
and ruin my daughter. O! wy dear, you musg.
hate that man.” The young lady replied, *¢ Sir
every word you say is like a sword piercing to my
heart ; more severe than if you were anary : I must
kneel, and beg you will not curse me.”” ¢ Icurse
thee, my dear !"° rejoined her father ; ““how couldst
thou think T would curse thee? No, I bless thee,
and hope God will bless thee and amend thy life.
Do, my dear, go out of the room ; say no more, les¢.
thou shouldst say any thing to thy own prejudice..,

- S Go
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Go to thy uncle Stepliens; and take him for thy

jend: poor mant I am sorry for him.”* Mr,
Blandy dyiiig in consequence of his illness, it was
suspectéd that his daughter Had occasioned his death §
whereupoh she was taken into custody, and com=
mitted to the gaol at Oxford.’ Slhe was tried on the
4d of March, 1752, before Mr. Baron Legge; and
after many ‘witnesses had been called to give evi-
dence of her guiilt, shé was desired to make her de-
fence, whicli shie didid the following words:

¢ MY LORD, _ .

¢¢ It is morally impossible for me to lay down the.
-hardships I have received—1 have been aspersed in,

my character. In thie fiist place, it has been said I
spoke ill of my father; thit I have cursed him, and
wished him at hell ; which is extremely false. Some-
timeslittle family affairs have happened, and he did
not speak to me so kind as I could wish. ‘Town I
ain passionate, my lord ; and in those passions some
_hasty expressions might have dropped: but great
care has been taken to recollect every word I have
spoken at ditferent times, and to apply them to such
particular purpose as my enemies knew would do
me the greatest injury. These are hardships, my
lord, such as yourself must allow to be so. It waw
said, tuo, my lord, that I endeavoured to make my
‘escape. Your lordship will judge from the diffical-
ties I laboured under: [ had lost my father ;—I wae
accased of being hiis murderer; I was not permit-
ted to go near him ;—1I was forsaken by my friends,
affionted by the mob, and insulted by my servants.
Altiough I begged to have the liberty to listen at
the door where he died, I was nat allowed it, My
keys were taken from me; my shoe-buckles and
garters, too—to prevent me from making awdy with
Ho - myselis
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myeelf, as though I was the most abandoped creas
ture. What could I do, my lord ? I very believe
I'must have been out of my senses. When I heard
my father was dead, I ran out of the house, andl over:
the bridge, and had nothing on but an balf sack and
prtticoas, without a hoop—my petticoats hanging.
abcut me;—the mob gathered about me. 'as
this a condition, my lord to make my escape in -
A good woman beyond the bridge, seeing me in this -
distress, desired me to walk jn, till the mob was dis-
persed ¢ the town serjeant was there; I begged hes
would take me under his protection, to have me sent
home: the woman said it was not proper, the mob
w'as very great, and that I had better stay a little: :
When lycame homg, they said I used the constable
ill. T was locked up for fifteen hours with only an .
old servant of the family to artend me. I was not
allowed a maid for the commion deeencies of my sex. -
I was sent to gaol, and was in hopes there.at least
this usage would have ended ; but was told, it was-
reported T was frequently drunk ; that I attempted
to inake my escape ; that 1 did not attend at chapel.
A more abstemious woman, my lord, I believe, does
not live. Upon the repost of iny making iny escape,
the gentleman who was high sheriff Jast year (not the
present) came and told me, by order of the higher
powers, he must put an iron on me. I submitted,.
as I always do, to the higher powers. Some time |
after he came again, and said he must put an hea- .
vier upon me ; which. I have worn, my-lord, till I
came hither. I asked the sheriflf why I was so iron-
ed ? He said, he did it by the command of some
noble peer, on his hearing that I intended making
my escape. I told them I never had any svch',
thought, and I would bear it with the other cruel
usage I had received on iny character. The Rev.
Mre
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Mr. Swinton, the worthy clergyman who attended
me in prison, can testify I wasregular at the chapel,
whenever T was well ; sometimes I really was not’
able to come out, and thew he attended me in my
room. They have likewise published papers and
depositions,which cught not to have been published,
in order to represent me as the most abandoned of
iy sex, and to prejudice the world against me. I
submit myself to your lordship, and to the worthy
jury.—I do assure your lordship, as I am to answer
it at the great tribunal, where I must appear, I am
as innocent as the child unborn of the death of my
father. I would not endeavour to save my life, at
the expense of truth. 1 realiy thought the powder
an innocent, inoffensive thing ; and I gave it to pro-
ture his love {meaning towards Cranstoun). It has
been mentioned, i should say T was ruined. M
lord, whew, a young woman loses her character, is
not that herruin?  Why then should this expres-
sion be construed in so wide a sense ? Is it not ruin -
ing my character to have such a thing laid to my
charge ? . And whatever may be the event of this.
trial, I-am ruined most effectually.’””

The trial Jasted eleven hours, and then the judge
summmed up the evidence with the utmost candour,
mentioning the scandalous behavioar of some people,

cting the prisoner, in printing and publishing
what they called depositions taken before the coro-
ner, relating to the affair before them: to which he
added, ¢ I'hope yon have not seen themy but if
you have, I must tell you, as you are men ofgense
and probity, that you must divest yourselves of every
prejudice that can arise from thence, and attend
therely to the evidence that has been now given.”

The jury found her guilty without going out of
- H ; . cours,.
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court. After conviction, she behaved with the ur-
most decency and resignation. -She was attended by
the Rev. Mr. Swinton, from whose hands she re-
ceived the sacrament on the day before her execn-
tion, declaring that she did not know there was any
thing hurtful in the powders she had given her fa-
ther.* The night before her death she spent in de-
votion; and at nine in the morning she left her
apartment, dressed in a black bombazine, and-bav-
ing her arms bound with black ribbons, The cler-
gyman attended her to the place of execution, te
wlhiich ‘she walked with the utmost solemnity of de-
portment ; and, when there, ackdowledged her fault
i administering the powders to her father ; but de-
clared that, asshe must soon appear before the most
awful tribunal, she had no idea-of doing injury, nor
any suspicion that the powders were of. a poisonoys
nature. Having ascended some steps of the ladder,
she said, ¢ Gentlemen, don't hang me high, for the
sake of decency.” Being desired to go something
higher, she turned about, and expressed her appre-
hensions that she should fall. The rope being put
round her neck, she pulled her handkerchigt over
her face, and was turned off on holding vut a book
of devotions which she had been reading. The crowd *
. of spectators assembled on this occasion was im-

mense ; and, when she had hung the usual time, she .
was cut down, and the body bging put into a liearse,

* Had Miss Blandy not been a woman of mental
cndow£nems, this awveakness might have been be-
lieved’ yct we must acknowledge that the artifice
of a libeitine can impose upon the most semsible of
the sex.  What a pity that the deluder did not suf-
fer instegd of the deluded l—EDpiTOR.

,‘.:.‘., ‘ © T was
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was conveyed to Henley, and interred with her pa.
rents, at one o’clock on the following morning.
She suffered at Oxford, on the 6th of April, 1752.

Cranstoun, the original contriver of this horrid
murder, having heard of Miss Blandy’s commit.
ment to Oxford gaol, concealed himself some time
in Scotland, and then escaped to Boulogne in
France. Meeting there with Mrs. Ross, who was
distantly related to his family, he acquainted her
with his situation, and begged her protection: on
which she advised him to change his name for her
maiden vame of Dunbar. Some officers in the
Prengh service, who were related to his wife, hear-
ing of his eomicealment, vowed revenge if they
should meet with him, for his cruclty to the un-
happy woman; on which he fled to Paris, whence
he went to Furpess, a town in Flanders where Mrs.
Ross had provided a lodging for his reception. He
had not been long at Furness, when he was seized
with a severe fit of illness, which brought him to a
degree of reflectioni, to which he had been long a
stranger. At length, he sent for a father belonging
toan adjacent convent, and received absolution from
his hands on declaring himself a convert to the
Roman faith. He died on the 3oth of November,
1752, and .the fraternity of monks and friars Jooked
on his conversion as an object of such importapce,
that solemn mass was sung on the uccasion, and the
body was followed to - the grave, not only by the
ecclesiastics, but by the magistrates of the town.:
His papers were sent to Scotland, to his brother,.
Jord Cranstoun : his clothes were sold for-the, dis-
charge of his debts ; and-his wife came into posses-
sion of-the interest of his fortune (fifteen hundred

" pounds). P .
pou ) BLASTOCK,
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BILLASTOCK, EDWARD. §ece Toon, Jous:
BLEWIT, WILLIAM. See DickensoN, E.
BOLTON, JOHN, (MURDERER), was of a
good family, and well educated. He served for
some time in the army, and was distinguished by his
allant behaviour ; but dismissed fromn the military®
ine of life in consequence of the peace of 1763.
While in the army, and on a recruiting party in
orkshire, he became -acquainted with a:young
Tady, who possessing a maderate estate in her own
right, he married her after he quitted the seivice,
and tutned farmer. By this marriage he had six
_ children, some of whom were living at the time of
his death ; and in this station he continued happily
for about ten years. Near his place of residence was
the village of Acworth, in which .was a house,
where the poor of several parishes were maintained”
by contract. From this house, in the year 1768,
he took as apprentices 2 boy named Emanuel
Bowes, and a girl of ten years old, called Elizabeth
Rainbow. The girl grew up in his service, and was
1emarkable for her beauty, a circumstance very un-
fortunate for herself, as it induced her master to se-
duce her; when he found that the girl was with
child, he went to York and purchaced a medicine
in order to procure an abortion; which medicine
having been administered to the young woman, she
was thrown into violent convulsions, but the
strength of her constitution effectuaily combatiy® -
the potion, she advanced in her pregnancy without
any appearance of having received the least injury. '
Bolton, alarmed lest his intercourse with the girl-
should be known to hiswife and family, formed the
shocking resolution of murdering her who had- fal-
en a victia to his seductive artifices: and on Sun-
. . - day
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day the 21st of August; 5774, Mirs. Bolton having-
taken oue of her children on a visit to a lady who -
lived at two miles distance; and there being vo-
rsons in the house but Emanual Bowes, Elizabeth
Kain])ow, and a child of six years old, who was sick
in bed, he considered this- as the proper time for
perpetrating the crime on-which he bad preyiously
resolved. He therefore sent the boy to fetch a cow:
doctor; to look at a beast that was presumed to be
disordered. The boy returned in about two hours,
and finding. the door fast, went to an adjoining
field, aud put a horse to grass; after which he
knocked atthe door, and his master letting him in,
tpld him, that ¢¢ Elizabeth Rainbow had run away,
and left most of her clothes behind her,” The boy-
was surprised at this- intelligence, and some near.
veighbours said, that the girl had not left the house
that day; and a woman, who had beento the-house
to pay for milk, declared, that she had given the
money to Rainbow, on account of the absence of her
mistress. Mrs. Bolton, teturning at seven at night,
observed, that her husband appeared to be very un<
easy, and inquired into the cause of it; to which
be only answered, that the girl had gone away, and
left her clothes on a table in the dining-room.
Whether Mrs, Bolton was, or was not, suspicious of
her husband’s criminal connection with the girl
cannot be ascertained, but certain it is, that a vio~'
lent quarrel ensued on this occasion. About ten
days after this, the neighbours having suspected
that murder had been committed, upon application~
to a magistrate, a warrant was granted for the ap-
prehension of Bolton. The latter, having had some
intimation of this proceeding, went to the justice,
and told him, that the report intended to prejudice

him was circulated with a malicious view to‘injlllfr
115
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bis charicter. On this the justicé told Bolton to
attend him in thé¢ afternoon, wheri the constable
would be ptesent; insttad of which Boltor went
horhe, arid packing up some plate, set off for York;
whither be was followed by the constable, who ap-
prehended him, 4nd cariying him before a justice of
the peate, he wis lodged in prison. On the trial,
which caine on at the ensuing assizes, it appeared,
that when Bolton had sent the boy for the cow doc-
tor, he took the girl into the cellat, and strangled
her with a cord, which he drew round her neck,
placing a fife within the cord so as to twist it to a
prope: tightness. On the succeeding Monday, he
directed Emanuel Bowes sto whiee! several barrows’
flled with rubbish into the cellar; as it had beedi
overflowed with water, which furnished him with 4
very plausible pretence for the concealment of his’
guilt, which he presumed would now remain undis-
covered. At length the body of the deceased was
found under the rubbish in the cellar; and the co-
rener's inquest, being summoned on the octasion,
gave a verdict of wilful murder: on which Mr,
Bolton was committed to the castle of York. Theé
evidence on his trial wasdeemed so conclusive, that
the jury did not hesitate to find him guilty; in
consequenct of which he received sentence of death,’
During his trial he behaved with uncommon effron-
tery; and when tlie judge had passed sentence on
him, he tutned to the court, and declared he was in=
nocent. On the following day a clergyman went
to him, with a charitable view, to ptrepare his mind
fo enable him to support himself with decency in
the arduous trial he had to undergo, and to prepare
for the awfu] event that was so sodn to await him.
~=Still, hdwever, he persisted that he was innocent
of the alledged crime: and when the officers of jus-
. tiee
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tice went the next morping to convey him fo the
lace of execution, they found that, by hanging
Ein‘wgl,f, (March 29, 1775,) he had prevented their

lesign. : o
BRANCH, ELIZ.—BRANCH, MARY,
(MURDERERS,) mother and daughter; the former
was a native of ?hilips-Norton, in Somersetshire,
and was distinguished from her childhood by the
cruelty of ber dispositian, which increased with her
encreasing years, and frgquently discovered itself
on various occasions. Her pargnts observing with
regietthis ferocity of temper, tald her thatshe would
pever get 3 husband unless she changed her con-
dugt.- This seemed far a while to have some in-
fluence on her; and having been addressed by a
gentleman-farmer, named Branch, a marriage taok
place ; but the husband soon found what an unfor-
tunate choice he had made; for his wife no sooner
came into possession of her matrimanial power, than
she began to exercise her tyranny on her servants,
whom she treated with undeserving and unaccount-
able cruelty, frequently denying them the common
necessaries of life, and sometimes turning them out
of doors at night, in the midst of winter ; however,
their wages in these cases were sent them by Mr.
Braneh, who was as remarkable for his humanity and
justice, as his wife for the opposite characteristics.
Mary Branch, the daughter, was an exact resem-
blance of her mother in disposition. Mr. Branch
dying, and leaving®an estate of about three hundred
pounls a year, he was no sooner buried than all the
servants quitted the family; determined not to live
with +o tyrannical a mistress; and her character
became so notorious, that she could obtain no ser-
. vants but poor creatures who weie put out by the
parish, or casual vagrants who strolled the countiys
: among
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among these was Jane Buttersworth, a poor-girl-who
“had been placed with them by the parish officerss
and for the wilful murder of whom, the mother and
daughter were indicted at the assizes held at Taun-
ton in Somersetshire, in March 1740. Ann Somers,
- the dairy-maid, deposed, that the deceased having
been sent for some yeast, and staying longer than
was necessary, excused herself to her old mistress on,
“her return by telling a lie ; on which the daughter
struck her violently on the head with her fist, and
pinched her ears. Then both of them threw her on
the ground, and the daughter kneeled on her neck,
while the mother whipped her with twigs till the
blood ran on the ground, and the daughter takin
off one of the girl’s shoes, beat her with it in a crue!
mapner.  The deceased cried for mercy, and, after
some struggles, ran into the parlour, whither they
followed her, and beat her with broomsticks till she
fell down senseless, after which the daughter thtew
a pail of water on her, and used her with other cir-
~cumstances of cruelty too gross to mention. - So-
mers now-went out to milk her cows, and on her re-
-tusn, at the expiration of half an hour, found her
mistress sitting by the fire, and the girl lying dead
on the floor: but she observed thata clean cap had
wbeen put on her head since she went out, and that
the blood had ran through it. Saying she believed
~the girl was dead, the old mistress gave her abusive
Janguage : and the deceased being put to bed, So-
mers was ordered to lie with her; which she was
-obliged to comply with in the fear of being treated
ia a manner equally cruél. Somers was not suffered
« to go out on the following day: and at night the
body was privately buried. %‘his transaction, add-'
ed to'the character of the mistresses, having raised
a suspicion in‘the neighbourhuod, a warrant wasis-.
i sued
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sued by the coroner to take up the body, and an
inquest being made into the cause‘of the girl’s death,

"Mr. Salmon, ‘a surgeon,. declared that she had re-
ceived several wounds, almost any one of which

would have proved mortal. The defence made by

-he prisoners on their trial was, that the prosecution
was malicious; for that the decea-ed had been sab-

‘Ject to fits, -in one of which she fell down, and re-
-ceived the bruises which occasioned her dcath: but
bringing no proofs in support of thisallegation, the

-jury found them guiity, and they were sentenced to
die. After conviction they entertained great hopes

of a pardon; and presented a petition to the judge ;

but all the favour they could obtain was a respite

for five weeks, in consideration tliat Mrs. Branch

-might have some -tempoial affairs 1o seitle, The
mother appeared for some time little concerned

under her misfortunes; but the daughter lamented

‘her unhappy fate, and begged the praycrs of every

-one whom she saw. A sermon was preached te
them on the night before their execution; which

seemed to have a great effect on the mother, who

now began seriowsly to reflect on her approaching

exit; and both of -them made due preparation for

death. As the country people were violently en-

raged against them, they were conducted to the

-place of execution between three and four in the
-~morning, attended only by the gaoler and about
-half a dozen people, lest they should have been torn
4n pieces, When they arrived at Ivelchester, in
‘Somersetshire, the gallows had been previously.cut
down, on which a carpenter was sentfor, who im-

- mediately put up another¢ and they were executed
“before six o'clock, to the disappointment of thou-
- sands, who had come from all parts bf the coum'tz',
1 0
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1o withess the exit of two such unworthy charag=
ters. They suffered May 3, 1440, .
BRANNING, RICHARD. Sec PouLtrz,
Jonn. .
BRETT, JOHN, (FORGERY,) was the son of
a clergyman in the north of Ircland, and, having
received an encellent education, obtained an ensign’s
commissjon in the forty-ninth regiment of foot, on
the Irish establishment, when he was about twenty
yearsof age. His disposition inclining him to feats
of arms, he distinguished himself so greatly at the
siege of Ticonderago, that he was advanced to be a
licutenant, and likewise made adjutant of a regi-
ment,  The regiment being ordered trom America
tp Jamaica,” was stationed there some years; and
in this island he married a gentleman's daughter,
with whom he received a considerable fortune, and
by whom he had two children, The regiment re-
maining in a state of inactivity, he wasata loss how
to dispose of histime, and thereupon took to a habir
- of gaming, which incurred the censure of hisfather-
in-law, who blamed him for a conduct so inconsis-
tent withthe interest of his family, Domestic quat-
rels ensued, and Brett wished for an opportunity of
returning to Europe. Desesters from the regiments
in Great Britain, and sometimes persons who have
been capitally convicted, were sent to serve in regi-
ments in the West Indies; and the officers on duty
there went in rotation to England, te examine such
persons before they were sent over. It happened at
this period, the officer appointed to sail to the port
of London wished rather to remain in Jamaica s
and Brett making application to go i his stead, his
Fcquest was camplied with; aocordingly he sailed in
a man of war, ‘which landed. bim at Postsmouth.

Guing
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Going immediately to London, be-associated with a
sct of gamblefs, who soon stiipped him of his ewn
money, and likewite of some tash with which he
© Yeasehtrusted on behalf of the regiment to which he

“Belonged. Thus distressed’by his imprudence; he

endeavouied to borow money to make up his Joss ;
but, failing in his applications, he determined o
k comumission of forgery ; whereupon he wrote
the following lctter to Messts Frazier, Wharton,
and Mullison, merchants in London

‘¢ GENTLEMEN, .
_ ¢ This goes by a'St. Eustatia vessel; by.one Mr:
Richirg I-ﬁ»rton; a pusser of a man of war, whose -
ills upon you, to the amount of one thousand
Ehincas sterling, I must request the favor of you to
Bonor, and you may depend that I shall soon send
¥ou proper remittances on that aceount. I have no
moie to add at present, but to desire you will -be
kind eniough to camply. withithis, asit will not only
Be a service to him, but to myself likewise : and m
% doing you nifl very much oblige :
Your humble servant,
WALTER PRINGLE.”

This letter was dated from the West Indies, but
mot written in Mr, Pringle’s hand ; a circamstance
that gave some suspicion to the gentlemen to whont
it was directed ; wlio were surprised that the person
in whose favor it was drawn did not deliver the
Ietter himeelf, but sent it by the post. Tt was there-
fore resolved net ¢, accept any bills in consequence
of the letter. A few days afterwards they received
the following bill s

12 “geN-
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¢ GENTLEMEN, MARCH 18, 17614
¢ Twenty days after sight please to pay to Mr.
William Huggins, or order, sol. and charge the
saine to the account of William Pringle, Esq. -of
§t Christopher’s, Merchant, as per advice you will
find by a letter of credit in my favour,by Walter
Pringle. -
Ricuarp HorTON. ™

As it was known that no packet had arrived about-

that time from the West Indies, little doubt re-
mained but that a forgery had been committed 3

wherefore the merchants determined to make the.

most cautious enquiry. On the Monday following

a-gentleman, named Huggins, called for the bill,on-

whigh Mr, Mullison asked him how he came by it.
He acknowledged to have received it,’ in his shop,

of a person who would call again. Hereupon a:

peace-officer was employed to attend at Mr. Hug-
gins's house ; and two days afterwards Brett came,
and being carried before Sir Johu Fielding, he ac-
knowledged the forgery, not only of the bill, but of
the letter of credit : on which he was committed to
Newgate. Being brought to trial, he pleaded
¢ not guilty ; ** but when Mr. Mullison had sworn
to the facts, he begged leave to retract his former.
plea, and having remarked, that he had been il-ad-
vised * by his attorney, said, ¢ I will not give the
court any trouble to prove the name Richard Hor-
ton not to be his hand-writing : I have nothing to’

. * He was not ill advised. Many who have ac-
knowledged their guilt have been advised, even by
the judge, to retract theirconfession. EDITOR.

say

3
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say but to plead guilty. ”* In concequence hereof
e received sentence of death, - After conviction he
behaved in the most contrite and penitent manner.
His father made all possible nitercession to obtain
she royal mercy for himn, but in the mean time wrote
fo him, advising him to make proper preparation
for that ignominious death which he had but too
wmuch reason to expect.  Great interest was made
tosave him, but in vain. On the day of execution
he was conveyed to Tyburn, with three other ma.
Tefactors, one of whom was David Morgan, who
Bad been convicted of robbing Mr. Dobbison o
Finchley-common.  When at the place of execu-
sion, a respite was brought for Muigan, justasthe
executioner was on -he point of tying him up.
This being received by the under sheriff, he weng
into the cart, saying, ¢ Which is Morgan ? "
which he answered, “¢ My name is Morgan: ** on,
which the under-sheriff said, ¢¢ Loose him; take
Rhim away. ™ Morgan, now turning to Brett, said,
# My repricve is come ; fare you well : > and they
rook a most affectionate leave of each other, after
which Brettearnestly continued his devotions tothe -
Bast moment. Morgan’s reprieve arose from the
foliowing circumstance.. He had stopped the above
mentioned Mr. Dobbison and Mr. Aukland ina
chaise. Dobbison attempted to fire a blunderbuss
at him, but it flashed in the pan. On this Dobbi-on
Begged his life, to which Morgan replied, ¢ God
forbid I should take away your life; you know
what I want ; I am in necessity. *  Mr. Aukland
said, ‘¢ All you can desire of a gentleman is to atk
youy pardon 3 to which Morgan replicd, ¢ I do
not desire eve;x that, ¥  Brett suffergd at Tyburp,
en the 22th of June, 1761,
: B3 BRIAN.

k13
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BRAIN, HERMAN JOHN, (INCENDIARY,
&c. ) was a native of Dully, a village in the baili-
wick of Niorge in the Canton of Berne in Switzer--
land, where he was born about the year 1683. He
left Switzerland whil¢ very young, and went to-
Geneva, where he lived in the service of a gentle-
man above four years, and then made the tour of
Italy with a person of fortune. On his arrival in
England, he lived in several reputable families for
the space of about three years, and last of all, for

_about two months, in that of Mr. Persuade, when
being discharged, in-about two days after he broke
open, plundered, and burned his dwelling-house :
for which he was brought to trial, on the 16th of
October, 1707. Ttappeared ‘in evidence, that the
house was made fast about ten at night, ‘when the
family went to bed ; that Mrs. Persuade had locked.

- up her gold watch, etwee case, chain, seventeen

guineas, &c. that waking about three in the morn-
ing she smelt a fire, on which she left her chamber,
and found a lighted flambeaux in the passage, which
had burnt theboards ; then opening a parlour door
the flames spread with such rapidity, that the family
had only time to preserve their lives. A poor wo-
man going by at the tiine, and seeing the smoke,.
knocked at the door 'to alarm the family, and at
that instant saw a man come over the wall, (supposed.
to be Brain,) who said to her, ¢ D—n.you, are
you trunk ? What do you do here, knocking at;
people’s doors at this time? ™ and immediately he
went away. It likewise came out in evidence,
that the prisoner had offered to sell the etwee-case to

Messrs, Stevenson and Acton, goldsmiths, forcight.

pdunds’s” but they stopped it on suspicion that it
wa; stolen, and on enquiry, found to whom it be-’
con - longed.
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Honged. The prisoner afterwards returning to de-
mand it, they took him into custody, and being car-
‘ried before a magistrate, and searched, a daggerand
two pistols were found on him. It appeared from
the testimony of other evidence, that when the
risoner quitted the service of Mr. Persuade, he
took a'lodging in Soho, bur was not at home on the
night that the facts were committed ; and at noon
on the following day he quitted this lodging, and
took another in Spitalficlds, to which he conveyed
a trank, a box, and a bundle, which were found to
contain part of Mr. Persuade’s eifects. Itlikewise -
appeared that he had sold a fowling piece and two
istols, which were stolen from Mr. Persuade. On
is trial he denied every thing that was alledged -
against him ; asserting, that he bought all the goods
of a stranger; but as he adduced nothing like proof’
in support of this assertion, the jury tound him
guilty, without the least hesitation. While under
sentence of death, he steadily denied being guilty of
the offences of which he had been convicted, and
reflected on the prosecutor, magistrates, witnesses,
and jury ; persisting in a declaration of his inno-
cence to the last moment of his life ; howsver, the
circuinstances against him were so unusually sttong,
that not the least credit could be given to his decla-
ration. He made repeated attempts to escape out
of Newgate, by unscrewing and filing off his irons 3
but being detected thercin, he was properly secured
till the' time of his execution: and when asked by
the ordinary of Newgate, how he could waste his
precious time in such fruitless attempts, he answer-
ed, that ¢¢ Life was sweet, and that any other man
as well as himself would endeavour to save it if he
could. ” He suffered in St. James's sticet, before
Mr. Persuade’shouse, cn the 24th of Qctober, 1707,

aud
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and was afterwards hung in chains near the gravel.
pits at Acton. '

BRINSDEN, MATTHIAS, (MURDERER,)
served his time to a Mr. Beech, a cloth drawer im
Blackfriars, whose successor, Mr. Byfield, leftthe
business to Brinsden, whp married Byfield's widow.
Having buried this wife, he married a secozd, by
whowmn te had ten children, the cldestof whom were
brought up to work at his business.  In conse-
quence of a severe fever, during which he was de-
prived of his senses, and ticd down to ‘his bed, his
trade entirely failed : and on hisrecovery he carricd
newspapers, and did any other business he could te
support his family. Going home about nine o’clock
one evening, his wife, who was sitting on 2 .bed,
suckling a young child, asked him what she should
have for supper ; to which he answered, ¢ bread
and cheese—Can't you eat thatas well as the chil-
dren ? > She replied, ¢¢ No, I wanta bit of meat.>”
¢¢ Bat, >’ said he, *¢ I have no money to buy any,”
In answer to which she said, * You know I have
had but'little to day : > and some farther words ari-
sing’ between them, he tabbed her under the left
breast with a knife. The deed was no sooner fer-
petraged than one of the daughters snatched the in-
fant from the mother’s breast, and another cried
out, * O Lord1 father, you have killed my mo-
ther. ™ The prisoner now sent for some basilicog
and sugar, which he applied to the wound, and
then made bis ¢scape. A surgeon being sent for,
found that the wound was mortal; and the poor
woman died soon after ke camey about half angout
after the wound was given. In the interim, the
murderer had retreated to the house of Mr. King, a
barber, at Shadwell, whence, on the following day,
b sent a letter to ane of his daughters, and a.notzhlez

- ¢
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to a woman of his acquaintance: and in conse-
quence of these letters he was discovered, taken into
custody, carried before a magistrate, and commit-
ted to take his trial for the murder. When on
trial, he urged in his'defence, that his wife was in
some degree intoxicated, that she wanted to go out
and drink with her companions, and that while he
endeavoured to hinder her, she threw herself against
the knife, and received an accidental wound. The
evidence against him was, however, so clear, that
his allegations had no weight, and he received sen-
tence of death. After conviction he became sérious
and resigned, and being visited by one of his daugh-
ters, who had given evidence against him, he took
her in his arms, and said, ¢ God forgive me, I
have robbed you of you mother : be a good child,
and rather die than steal: never be in a passion
but curb your anger, and honor your mistress : she
will be as a father and mother to you. Farwell, my
dear child : pray for your father, and think of him
as favourably as you can.*® On his way to the place
of execution, the same daughter was permitted to go
into the cart, to take her Fast farewell of him; a
scene thar was greatly affecting to the spectators..
In contradiction to some unfavorable reports, he
desired the ordinary of Newgate to read a declara-
tion he had written, just before he was launched
into eternity, of which the following is an extract:
¢¢ I wasborn of kind parents, who gave me learn-
ing. I went apprentice to a fine-drawer. 1 had
often jars, which might increase anatural waspish-
ness in my temper. I fell in love with Hannah, my
. last wife, and after much difficulty won her, she
having five suitors courting her at the same time.
We had ten children, (half of them déad) and I be-

- lieve we loved each other dearly ; but often quar-
- - relled
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retled and fougkt. Pray, good people, mind, Thad
no malice again-t her, “nor thoui;ht to kil hei 'tive
minutes before the detd ; but I designed oniy to
make her obey me thoroughly, which, the sciipiune
says, ali wives shoulddo. This I thought I had
done, when I cut her scull on Monday, but she
was the xame again by Tuesday. ™

He suffered at Tyburn on the 24th of Septem-

ber, 1722. )
BROUGHTON, THOS, Sec DEsearp, E. M.
BROWN, ——. See PoULTER, ]J.
BROWNRIGG, ELIZABETH, (MURDER-
“ER,) baving been a servant to a mercham in Good-
man’s Fields, became the wife of James Brownrigg,
a plumber, who, after being seven years in Grevu-
wich, came to London, and took a hiouse in Flower-
de-T.uce Court, Fleet-street, where he carried on.a
considerable share of busitiess, and had a littlehouse
at Islington, for an occasional retreat. This woman

had been the mother of sixteen children, ahd hav-

ing practised midwifery, was appointed, by the.

oveiseers of the poor of St. Dunstan’s parish, to &

S

@ke care of the poor women who were taken in la-
hour in the workhouse ; which duty she performed

~

L]
W

1

to the satisfaction of her emyloyers. Mary Mitchelly "+

a poor girl of the orecinct of White Friars, was puc
apprentice to Mrs Brownrigg in the year 1765 3
and about the same time ; Mary Jones, one of the
children of the Foundling hospital, was likewise
placed with her in the same capacity ; and she had
other apprentices. As Mrs. Browurigg received
pregnant women to lie in privately, these girls were
taken with a view of saving the expence ef women
servants. At fitst, the poor orphans were treated
with some degree of civility ; but this was soon
changed for the most savage parbarity. Having

' laid
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Eil Mary Jones acros two chairs in the kitchen, she

whipped her with such wanton cruclty, that she was
»preasionally obliged to desist from mere weariness.
This treatment was frequently repeatgl : and Mrs.
Erownrigg uved to throw water onher when she had
dore whipping her, and sometimes she would dip
ker head into a pail of water. The room appointed
for the girl to sleep in'adjoined to the passage leading
tg the street duor, and a¢ she bad received many
wounds on her head, shoulders, and various parts of
Ber body, she determined not to bear such treatment
any longer, if \he could effect her escape. Qbserv-
mg that the key was left in the strest door when the
family went to bed, she opened the door cautiou\ly
one morning, awl escaped into the street.  Thus
freed from her horred copfinement, she re eatedly

enquired her way to the Foundling-hospital till she-

found it, and was admitted, after deseribing in
what manner she had been treated, and shewing the
bruises she had received.: The child having been
¢xamined by a surgeon, who found her wounds to
e of 2 most alarming nature, the gevernors of the
Bespital ordered Mr. Plumtree, their solicitor, ta
write to Tamnes Brownrigg, threatening a prosecu
tion, if he did not give a proper reason for the seve-
tities exerci-ed towaids the child. No notice of this
baving been taken, and the governors of the haspital
thinking it imprudent to indict at common law, the
gitl was discharged, in consequence of am applica-

tion to the chamberlain of Londan. The other girl, .

Mary Mitchell, continued with her mistress far the
space of a vear, during which she was treated with
equal cruelty, and she alo resolved to quit her ser-
vice.  Having escaped out of the house, she was
met in the.street by the younger son of Brownrigg,

wdo forced lrer.to retim home, where her sufferings
' werke
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were greatly aggravated on account of her elope=
ment. In the interim, the overseers of the precinct
ot White Friars beund Mary Clifford to Brownrig%;
nor was it long before she experienced similar cruel- *
ties to those inflicted on the other poor girls, and
possibly still mqre severe.  She was frequently tied
" up naked, and beaten with a hearth broom, a
horse-whip, or a cane, till she was absolutely speech-
less. This poor girl having a natural infirmity, the
mistress would not permit her to lie in a bed, but
placed her on a mat, in a coal-hole thdt was remarka-
bly cold ; however, after some time, asack and a
quantity cf straw formed her bed, instcad of the mat.
During her confinement in this wretched situation,
she had nothing to subsist on but bread and water ;
and her covering during the night consisted ouly of
her own clothes, so that she sometimes lay almaost
perished with cold. On a particular occasion, when
she was almost starving throngh hunger, she broke
open a cupboard In search of food, but found it
empty ; and on another occasion, she broke down
some boards, in order to procure a draught of water.
Though she was thus pressed for the bumblest ne-
cessarics of life, Mrs, Brownrigg determined to pu-
nish her with rigour for the means she had taken to
supply herself with them. On this, she caused the
girl tostrip to the skin, and, during the course of a
whole day, while she remained naked, she repeat-
edly beat her with the but-end of a whip. In the
coarse of this most inhuman treatment, ajack chain
was fixed round her neck, the énd of which was fast-
tened to the yard door, and then it was pulled as
tight as possible without strangling her. A day
being passed in the practice of tﬁese savage barbari-
ties, the girl was remanded to the coal-hole at night,
her hands being tied behind her, and the chain still

femaining
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remaining about her neck. ligbusband havin
been obiiéed to find his wife‘s?a-ppfe'mices in wearg-
ing apparel, they were repeatedly stripped naked, °
and kept s0 for whole days; xheir garments hap-
pened to be torn. The elder s#h had frequently the
superintendance of these wretched girls 5 but this
was sometimes committed to the apprentice, who
declared, that she was totally naked one night when
he went to tie her up. The two poor girls were
frequently so beaten, that their heads aud shoulders
appeared as one general sore ; and when a plaister
was applied to their wounds, the skin used to peel
away. Sometimes Mis. Brownrigg, when resolved
on uncomimon severity, used to tic their hands with
acord, and draw them up to a water-pipe which
ran across the cieling in the kitchen ; but that giv-
ing way, she desired her husband to fix a hook inthe
beam, through which a cord was drawn, and their
arms being extended, she used to horsewhip themn
till she was weary and till the blood followed at every
stroke. Theelder son having one day directed Mary
Glifford to put up a half-tester bedstead, the poor
gill was unable to do it; on which, he beat her till
she couid no longer support his severity ; and, at
ayother time, when the mother had been whipping
her in the kitchen till she was absolutely tired, the
son renewed the savage treatment. Mrs. Brownrigg
would sometimes seize the poor girl by the cheeks,
and foreing the skin down voilently with her fingers,’
caused the blood to gush from her eyes. Mary Clif-
ford, unable ty bear these repeated severities, com-
r‘:incd of her hard treatment toa French fady who
ged in the house ; and she having représented the
impropriety of such behaviour to Mrs. Brownrigg,
the inﬁuman monster flew at the girl, and cut her
tengue in-two places with a pair of scissars. On the
x morning

.
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marning of the 13th of July, this barharous weman
went into the kitchen, and, after abliging Mary
Clitford to strip to the gkin, drew her up to thesta-
ples and, though her Bgdy was an entire sore, from
former bruises, yet this wretch renewed her cruelties
with her accustomed severity. After whipping her
till the blood streamed down her body, sheet her
down, and made her wash hersclf in a tub of cold
water 3 Mary Mitchell, the other poor girl, being .
present during this transaction. While Clifford was
washing herself, Mrs. Brownrigg struck her on the .
shoulders, already sore with former bruises, with
the but-end of a whip 3 and she treated the child in
this manner five times in the same day. ‘The poor
girl’s wounds now bggan to shew evident signs of
mortification : her mother-in-law, who had resided
some time in the coungry, came, abaut this time, to
town, and enquired after her, Being informed that
she was placed at Brownrigg’s, she went thither,
but was refused admittance by Mr. Brownrigg, who
even threatened to carry her before the lord mayor,
if she came there ta make farther disturbances.
Hereupon, the morher-in-law was going away, when
Mrs. Deacon, wife of Mr. Deacon, baker, at the
adjoining house, called her in, and informed her,
that she and her family had often heard moaning’s
and gioans issue froms Brownrigg’s house, and that
she suspected the apprentices were treated with un-
warrantable severity. ‘This good woman likewise
prowised to exert herself to ascertain truth. At
this junctire, Mr. Browniigg, going to Hampstead
on busines, bought a hog, which he sent home.
Thehog was put intoa covered yard, having a tky-
light, which it wasthought necessary to remove, in -
order to give air to the animal. A’ sqon as it was
known that the sky-light was removed, Mr. Deacon

g ordered



BROWNRIGG. 09

ordered his servants to watch, in order, if possible,
to discover the girls. Deacon’s servant maid, look-
ing from a window, saw dne of the girls stooping
down; on which she called her mistress, and she
desired the attendance of some of the neighbours,
who having been wimesses of the shocking scene,
some nen’ got vpon the leads, and dropped bits of
dirt, to induce the gitl to speak to them ; but she
svemged wholly incapable. Hereupon, Mrs. Deacoft
sent to the girl's mother-in-law, who immediately
called upon Mr. Grundy, one of the overscers of Stc
Dunstan’s, and represented the case. Mr. ‘Grundy
and the rest of the overseers, with the women, went
and demanded a sight of Mary Clifford; but
Brownrigg, who had nick-named her Nan, told
-them that he knew o such person, but if the
wanted to see Mary (meaning Mary Mitchell), they
might, and accordingly produced her. Upon this,
Mz¢. Deacon’s servant declared that Mary Mitchell
was not the girl they wanted. Mr. Grundy now -
sent for a constable, to search the house ; but no
. discovery was then made. Mr. Brownrigg threat-
ened highly ; but Mr. Grundy, with the spirit that
became the officer of a parish, took Mary Mitchell
with himn to the workhouse, where, on the taking
off her lcathern boddice, it stuck so fast to her
wounds, that she shrieked with the pain ; but, on
being treated with great humanity, and told that
she should not be sent back to Brownrigg’s, she
gavean account of the horrid treatment that she and:
Mary Clifford had sustained, and confessed that she
bad met the latter on the stairs just before they came
to the house. Herepuon, Mr.Grundy and some others
returned to the house, to make a stricter search ; on -
which, Brownrigg sent fora lawyer, in order to in-

timidate them, and even threatened a prosecution,
K2 unless
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unless they immediately quitted the premises. Un-
teriified by these threats, Mr. Grundy sent for a
coach to carry Brownrigg to the compter ; on which
the latter promised to produce the girl in half an
hour, if the coach was discharged. This heing con-
sented to, the girl was produced from a cupboard,
under a beaufet in the dining-room, after a pair of
shoes, which young Brownrigg had in his hand du-
1ing the proposal, had been put upon her. It is not
in language to describe the iniserable appearance
this poor girl made ; almost her whole body was ul-
cerated. Being taken to the work-house, an apo-
thecary was sent for, who pronounced her to be in
danger.  Brownrigg was conveyed to Wood street
compter; but his wife and son nade their escape,
taking with them a gold watch and some money.
Mr. Brownrigg was now carried before Mr. Alder-
man Crosby, who full eommitted him, and ordered
the gitls to be taken to St. Bartholomew’s hospital,
where Mary Clifford died, withina few days; and
the coroner’s inquest being summoned, founda ver-
dict of Wilful Murder against James and Elizabeth
Brownrigg, and John their son. Iu the mean time,
Mits. Brownrigg and her son shifted from place to
place in London, bought clothes in Rag-fair todis-
guise themselves, and then went to Wandsworth,
where they took lodgingsin the house of Mr:Dun-
bar, who kept a chandler’s shop. This chandler
happened to read a newspaper on the 15th of Au.
gust, saw an advertisement which so clearly de-
scribed his lodgers, that he had no doubt but they
were the murderers. On this, he went to London
the next day, which was Sunday, and going tv
church, sent for Mr. Owen, the churchwardei, to
attend him in the vestry, and gave him such a de-
scription of the parties, that Mr. Owen desired Mr.

Deacon
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Deacon and Mr. Wingrave, a constable, to go to
Wandswortl, and make the necessary enquiry. On
their arrival at Dunbar’s house, they fonud the
wretched mother and son in a room by themselves,
who evinced great agitation at this discovery. A
coach being procured, they were conveyed to Lon*
don, without any person in Wandsworth having.
kuowledge of the affair, except Mr. and Mrs. Dun-
bar. At theensning sessions at the Old Bailey, the
father, mother and son were indicted ; when Eli-
zabeth Brownrigg, aftera trial of eleven hours, was
found guilty of murder, and ordered for execution ;
but the man and his son, being acquitted of the
higher charge, * were detained, to take their trials
for a misdemeanour, of which they were convicteds
and imprisoned for six months. After sentence of
death was passed on Mrs. Brownrigg, she was at-
tended by a clergyman, to whom she confessed the
enormity of her crime, and acknowleged the justice
of the sentence by which she had been condemned.
The parting between her and her husband and son,
on the morning of her execution, wasaffecting be-
yond description. The son falling on his knees, she
bent herself over him and embraced him : while the
husband was kneeling on the other side. On her
way to the fatal tree, the people expressed their ab-
borrévice of her crime in terms which, though not
proper at the moment, testified their detestation of

‘# Itseems the child was looked upon as the
apprexntice of the wife, and not of the husband :
t_ngb the busband was obliged to find ber apparel ;
however, accessaries in murder are cqually guilty,
and it is strange that the man and his son should
bave been acquitteds EdiTOR.

’ K3 kers
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her cruelty. Befure her exit, she joined in prayers
with the ordinary of Newgate, whom she desired to
declare to the multitude, that she confessed her
guilt, and acknowledged the justiceof her sentence,
After ¢xecution, her body was put into a hackney -
coach, conveyed to Surgeon’s hall, dissected and
anatomized ; her skeleton is still in preservation.
She suffered at Tyburn, on the 14th of September
t767.

BURK, WILLIAM, (ROBBER,) was hcrn of
poor parents, in St. Catherine’s, near the Tower,
and educated in the charity.schocl of that district.
His temper was naturally bad, and the ill- judged
fondness of his mother made it still worse ; for in all
his demands, however unreasonable, he was indul
ged. This disposition made him think the discipline

* of the school severe; and, indeed, the master was

~

obliged to be more strict with him than with the
other boys. . When elcven years of age, he was
guilty of some faults that required severe chastive.
ment ; which having received, he ran away from
school, and went to the water-side, .enquiring for a
station on Board a ship. A man observing his in-
«clination, "took him down to the Nore, and put him
on board the Salisbury man of war. The mother,
as soon as ~he had learned her darling boy was gone,
following him on board the ship, and endeavourcd
to prevail on him to return, but invain; the youth

- was obstinately bent on a seafaring life. Inahout a

fortnight the ship sajled for Jamaica, and during
the voyage had an engagement with a Spanish gal.
leon, which she tovk, after a bloody and obstinate
fight, in which young Burk was wounded. After
this, they met with another galleon, shich they
took, without the loss of a man: they shared each
fifteen pounds prize-money, on these captures, but

T . some
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some of the principal officers got sufficient to make
them easy for life. The ship was stationed for three

years in the West Indies, during which Burk learnt

the art of stealing every thing that he could secrete
without detection. At Jaimaica there wasa woman
who had heen transported from Newgate some years
before, but having married a planter, who soon
died, she was left in affluent circumstances, and
took a tavern. Wanting a white servant, she pre:
vailed on the captain to let Will attend her custo-
mers. The boy was placed with his nzw situation,
and might have continued in itas long as he was on

e island ; but he could not refrain from defraud-
ing his mistress. She, who had been herself a thief,
soon detected him ; hereapon, he fell upon his knees
and begged pardon, which was granted, but he was
ordered to depart from the house immediately.
Alarmed by the danger from which he had escaped,
he now formed a temporary resolution to live ho-
nestly in future, and with that view shipped himself
for Maryland, where a merchant would have em-
ployed him, but the captain he sailed with would
not permit him to accept the offer. Hence he made
a voyage to the coast of Guinea, where he had a
very narrow escape from being murdered by the na-
tives, who killed several of his shipmates, On the
retura of the ship from Guinea to England, the
weather was so bad, that they were five months on
their voyage to the port of Bristol, during which
they suffered innumerable bardships. Their pro-
visions were so reduced, that they were almost fa.

mished, the -alléwance-of each man, for a whole ; ...

day, being not so much as he could eat at two °

mouthfuls; and at Jength they were obliged to-fast
five days successively. However, they reached the

port in safety; and, notwithstanding the mise;ics
they
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they had endured, the captain resolved on another
voyage to Guinea, in which Burk accompanied
him. Having purchased a numbher of slaves, they
set sail for the West India islands ; but during the
voyage, the negroes concerted a scheme to make
themselves masters of theship, and would have pro-
bably carried it iuto execution, but that one of their
associates betrayed them: in consequence of which,
thcy were more strictly confined than they had hi-
therto been. Burk sailed from the West Indies to
England, wherehe eatered on board a man-of-war,
and sailed up the Baltic, and afterwards to Archan-
gel, to the north of Russia, where his sufferings,
from the extremity of the cold and other ciccumstan-
ces, were 50 severe, that, ou his return to Eagland,
he determined to abandon the life of a sailor. Be-
ing now quite out of ail honest methods of getting
his bread, he took to robbing passengers in and
near Stepney, but he continued his depredations &
the public only for a sho:t rime, being apprehend-
ed for his fourth attempt of this kind, and indicted
at the sessions held at the Old Bailey, February,
1723, forrobbing William Fitzer on the highway;
snd again, on the same day, for robbing James
Westwood 5 when hie was found guilty on both in-
dictments, and reccived sentence of death, It ap-
peared on his trial that he carrieda hedge-bill with
him, to territy the persons he stopped; and one
old man hesitating to comply with his demands, he
cut him so, that he fell to the ground. He suffer-
ed at Tyburn, April 8, 1723, in the twenty-
second year of his age.

BUTTERWORTH, E. See Dicxgnson, E.

BURRELL. ——, See CooPER, JAMES.
,BURRIDGE, WILLIAM, (HORSFE-STEALER,)
‘was'a native of Northamptonchires and served his -
' ’ - -timve

Jl
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tigme with a carpenter ; but being of a wild disposi-
tion, his friends determined on sending him to sea ;
accordingly they got him rated as a midshipman,
and he sailed to the coast of Spain 5 but soon quit-
ting the naval service, he returned to England, and
commencing highwayman, committed many robbe-
~ ries oa the road to Hampstead, on Finchley Com-
mon, and in the neighbourhood of Hammersmith.
When he first began the practice of robbing, he
formed a resolution to retire when he had acquired
as much money as wculd support him: but this
rime never arrived ;° for finding his suceess by no
means proportioned to his expectations, he became .
cne of the gang under Jonathan Wild, of infamous
memoty ; and was for a considerable time screened
from justice by that celebrated master of thieves.
Burridge being confined in New-prison for a capi-
tal offence, broke out of that gaol ; and ke was re~
peatedly an evidence at the Old Bailey, by which
means his associates suffered the rigor of the law.
At length, having offended Wild, the latter mark-
ed him down as one doomed to suffer at the next
execution after the ensuing sessiors at the Uld Bai-
ley 5 which wasa common practice with Wild when
he grew tited of his dependants, or thought they
could be no longer serviceable'to him.  Alarmed
by this circumstance, Burridge fled into Lincoln-
shire, where he stole a horse, and brought it to .
London, intending to sell it at Smithficid for pre-
sent support : but the gentleman who had lost the
horse, having sent a full descriprion of it to London,
Burridge was seen riding oo it through the street,.
aud watched to a livery stable. Some persons go-
ing to take him, he produced a brace of pistels,
threatening destruction to any one who came near
him ; by which he got off.; but being immediately
pursued,
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pursued be was apprehended in May-fair, and
lodged in Newgate. On his trial, amanand a wo-
man swore, that they saw him purchase the horse s
but as there nas a material difference in their
stories, the ¢ourt was of opinion that they had been
hired 10 swear, and the judge gave directions for
their being take into custody for the parjury.  The
jury did not hesitate to find Burridge guilty ; and
after sentence was passed, his behaviour was ex-
tremely devout, and he encouraged the devotion of
others in like unhappy circumstances. He suffered
at Tybum, on the 22d-of March 1722, in the
34th year-of his age ; having first warned the spec-
tators to be ebedient to their parents and masters, -
and to beware of the crime of debauching young
women, which had first led him from the path of
of duty, and finally terminated in his ruin.

BUSH, e—e—, Sece PoULTER, J. .

BUTLER, JAMES. See Duce, Wm. and
WiLD, JoNATHAN.

-BUTTERWORTH, WILLIAM, (MurDpER-
ER,) had lived by depredations upon the public,
:almost from his childhood, till at length Le was ca-
pitally convicted of a hurglary, at the assizes at
Maidstone, but received a reprieve, on condition of
serving on board the hulks for life. He had not, .
however, .been-on beard the hulks more than seven
day, when he and Fraucis Jennison, another con-
vict, (who had been condemned, and reprieved in
like manner) resolved to murder Mr. Ground water,
one of the persoits deputed to look atter them, and
which #hey unfortunately effected. They were tried
at the Hants assizes, in the beginning of August,
Y794 before Mr. Justice Grosse and Mr. Baron '
Thomson. The circumstances of this murder were
of the most brutal and "atiocious nature. These

hr
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hardened wretches, on being reprimanded my My,
Groundwater, who threatened to.report them for
ill- behaviour, swore that they would rip his bowels
out ; and were heard by another of the convietsde-
bating about the manner of perpetrating the mur-
der. Accordingly, about six in the evening of the
same day, they fell upon him with two iron shovcls,
with which they had been at work in spreading
gravel, and with which they gave him three such
wounds on the skall, that his brains fell out in.the
quantity of a double handful. They then struck
down one of the shovels upon his neck, with intent
to sever the head from the body, but, striking
against the bone, ‘it had not the intended effcct.
The rest of the convicts ran to the spot, and one of
than caught hold of Butterworth, te prevent his
mangling the body any more: hutafter a struggle,
he disengaged himselt, ran back to the unfortunate
sufferer, and, catching up the spade again, gave
him several cuts, saying, ¢ There, d~—n him, I
have done him out and out. >  On being remon-
strated with for his inhuman conduct, he replied,
- that ¢¢ he was transported for life, and be would
rather be hanged than suffcr that sentence.” It is
a most extraordinary circumstances, established on
the evidence of Mr, Hill, surgeon, who attended
him, that Mr. Groundwater lived eighteen hours
after he had received these grievous wounds, not-
withstanding the brains had fallen out, and a pro-
digious effusion of blood bad taken place. He
never - spoke after the second blow was given him,
but the action of the pulse was strong, and respira-
tion continued the whole of the cighteen hours
Butterworth, though thus steeled in cruelty, was
only nineteen years old ; his wretched companion
was twenty-five.  The atrocious publicity o‘!k'::{c
- ’
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deed, and consequent clear evidence of their guilt,
would not admit of their setting up any defence.
The jury pronounced themn guilty—~they were sem-
tenced to be exceuted in three days after, in Lang-
ston harbour, aud their bodies to be afterwards
hung in chains in Cumberland Fort. They were
taken from gaol about four o”clock- on the ensuing
Monday morning, ~and reached Poitsea about
eleven. * ‘The spectators that crowded to see the
execution were immence.  Both the prisoners ae-
knowledged, that they alone were the persons who
committe!! the murder, exculpating all the other
‘convicts from a participation in this horrid crime.
Their behaviour was very penitent, and they seem.
ed sensibly to feel the enormity of their offencé.
The execution took place about twelve o’clock,
and their bodies were afterwards hung in chains,
puisaant to sentence, ncar the spot where the mur-
der was committed.

C

CADDELL, GEORGE, (MURDERER,) wasa
- native of the town of Broomsgrove, in Worcester-

shire, at which place he was articled to an apothe- -

. cary, with whom he served his tiine, and then re-
paired to London, where he attended several of the
hospitals, to'givehiman insight into theart of sur-
gery As soon as he became tolerably acquainted
with the piofession, he went to Worcester, and
lived with Mr. Randall, . a capital surgeon of that
city ; in this situation he was equally admired for
the depth of his abilities, and the amiableness of
his temper. Here he married the daughter of Mr,
Randalr, who died in the labour of her first child.
After this melancholy event he went to reside. at

Litchéighd, -
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field, and continued upwards of two years with Mr..
s asurgeon of that place. During his resi-
dence here, he courted Mr. Dean’s daughter, teo
whom he would probably have been married, but
-for the commission of the following crime, which
cost him hislife. A young lady, named Elizabeth
Price, who had been seduced by an officer in the
army, lived near Mr. Caddell’s place of residence;
aad, after her misfortune, supported herself by her
-skill in needle-work., Caddell becoming acquainted
with her, a considerable degree of intimacy subsisted
between them ;5 and Miss Price, degraded as she was
by the unfortunate step she had taken, still thought,
herself an equal match for one of Mr. Caddell’s
rank of life; As pregnancy was shortly the con-
sequence of their intimacy, she repeatedly urged
him to marniy her, but Mr. Caddell resisted her im
gormnities for a considerable time: at last Miss
rice heard of his paying his addresses to Miss
Dean; .she then became more importunate than
ever, and threatened, in case of his non-compliance,
to put an end to all his prespects with that young
lady, by discovering every thing that had passed
between them Hereupon Caddell formed the horrid
sesolution of - murdering Miss Price, for he could
neither bear the thought of forfeiting the esteem of
awoman that he courted, nor of marrying her
who had been as condescending to another as to.
himself. This dreadful scheme having ¢ntered his
head, he called on Miss Price on a Saturday even-
ing, and requested that she would walk in the fields
with him on the afternoon of the following day, in
order to adjust the plan of their intended marriage.
Miss Price, thus deluded, met him at the time ap=
pointed, on the road leading towards Burton upon
Trent, at the house known by the sign of the Nag’s
VOL. 1. L . Head.
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Head. Having accompani«‘ her surpoced lover in-
to the field, and walking about till towards ever-

ing, they then sat down under a hedge, where,
after a little conversation, Caddell suddenly pulled
out a knife, cut her throat, and made his escape, .
but not before he had waited till she was dead.
However, in the distraction of his mind, he left be-
hind the knife with which he had perpetrated the
deed, together with his case of instruments. When
he came home it was observed, that he appeared
exceedingly confused ; though the reason cf the per-
turbation of his mind could not even be gue at.

+But on the following morning Miss Price being
found murdered in the field, great numbers of peo-
ple went to take a view of the body, among whom
was the woman of the house where she lodged, who
recollected that she had said, she was going to walk
with Mr. Caddell; on which the instruments were
examined, and known to have belonged.to him: he
was accordingly taken into custody, and committed
to the gaol of Stafford ; and being soon afterwards
tried, was found guilty, condemned, and executed,
at Stafford, on the 21st of July, 1700.
CAMERON, DR. ARCH. (TRAITOR,) was
intended by his fatber for the profession of the law,
and thereforesent to Glasgow, where he continued
his studies some yeais; but, having an attachment
to the practice of physic, he entered in the univer-.
sity of Edinburgh ; whence he went to Paris ; and
then completed his studics at Leyden 'in Holland.
Though well qualified to have made a respectabls
figure in any capital city, yet he chose to reside for
Jile near his native place ; and, having returned to
the Highlands, he marricd, and settled in the small
town of Lochaber, where, though his practice was
soal’, his generous conduct rendered him_the de-
light
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light and the blessing of the neighbeurhood. _ His
vife bore him seven ghildren, and was pregnant of
the cighth at the unfortunate period of hi< death,
While Dr. Cameron was living happy in the do-
mestic way, “the rebellion of 1745 broke out, and
laid the foundation of the ruin of himself and his
family. The pretender having landed, went to the
house of Mr. M¢Donsld, who sent for the doctor’s
brother. The doctor went to his brother, to pre-
vent him from entering into the pretender's measures
from which nothing but ruin could ensue. Mr. Ca-
meror’s brother having previously promised to bring
all his servants in aid of the pretender, the latter up-
braided him with ‘an intention of breaking his
Promise 5 which so affected the generous spirit of
the highlander, that he immediately went and took
leave of his wife, and gave orders for his vassals, to
the number of near twelve hundred, to have re-
course to arms. At this tinve, his estate did not ex-
ceed 700l. per annum ;  his being able, then, fo
#rm such a number, isa proof of the poverty and
the vasalage of the country. Having now sent for
his brother, to attend him asa physician : the doc-
tor urged every argument against so rash an under~
taking 5 from which he even besought him on his
knees to desist.  The brother would not be denied,
and the doctor at length agreed to attend him as a
physician, though he-abolutely refused to acoept.
any commission in the rebel army. This unhappy
gentleman was distinguished by his humanity, and
gave thereadiest assistance, by night or day, to any
wounded men of the royal arny, who were made’
prisoners by the rebels. His brother being wounded
in the leg at the battle of Falkirk, he attended him _
with the kindest ‘assiduity, till himself was likewise
slightly wounded. Dr. Camerou exhibited repeated
L2 1nstanees
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 instances of his humanity ; ‘but when the battle of
Culloden gave a decisive stroke .to the hopes of the
vebels, he and his brother escaped to the western
jslands, whence they sailed to France, in a vessel be.
JJonging to that kingdom. The doctor was ap-
ointed physician to a French regiment, of which
i’:is brother obtained the command ; but the latter
dying at the end of two years, the doctor became
physician to Ogilvie's regiment, then in Flanders.
A subscription being set on foot, in England and
Scotland, in the year 1750, - for the relief of those
persons who had ‘been attainted, and escapéd into
foreign countries ; the doctor came into England to
seceive the money for his.unfortunate fellow-suf -
ferers. At the end of two years another subscrip-
tion was opened ; when the.doctor, whose pay was
inadequate to the support of his numerous family,
came once more to this country, - and having writ-
ten a number of urgent letters to bis friends,. it was
sumoured that he was returned. Hereupon a de-.
.tachment from Lord George Beauclesk's regiment
was sent in search of him, and he was taken in the
following manner:—Captain Graves, with thirty -
soldiers, going towards the place where it was pre-
sumed he was concealed, saw a little girl at the ex-
tremity of the village, who, on their approach, fled
towards another village. She was pursued by a ser- -
jeant and twe soldiers, who could only come near
enough to observe her whispering to a boy, -who
seemed to have been placed for the purpose of cons
veying intelligence. Unable to overtake the boy,
* they preseated their guns at him ; on which he fell
on his knees, and begged his life ; which they pro-
mised, on condition that he would shew tKem
tie place whete Dr. Cameron was concealed.
Mercupon thé boy pointed to the house. where he
. was,

o e



-

GAMERGON. 113

was, which the soldiers surrounded, and took bkim
priconer. Being sent to Edinburgh, he was thence -
conducted to London, and committed to the Tower,
While in this confinement, he was denied the use of
pen, ink, and paper, nor suffered tospeak to his
friends bug when the warder was present. On his
examination before the lords of the privy council,
he denied that he was the same Dr. Cameron whose
name had been mentioned in the act of attainder ;
which made it necessary to procure living evidence
to prove his identity.  Being brought to the bar
of the Court of King’s Bench on the 17th of May,:
he was arraigned on the act of attainder, when, de-
clining to give the court any farther trouble, heac-
knowledged, that he was the same persog who had
been attainted : on which the lord chief justice Lee
pronounced sentence in the following terms :—
4 You, Archibald Cameron, of Lochiel, in that -
part of Great Britain called Scotland, must be re-
moved frum theace to his Majesty's prison, the
Tower of London, from whence you came, 'and on’
Thursday, the 7th of June next, your body to be
drawn on a sledge to the place of cxecation ; there
to. be hanged, but not till your are dead; your
bowels o be taken out, your body quartered, your
head cut off, and affixed at the King’s disposal,
and the Lord have mercy on your soul{ ' After
hix commitment to the Tower, he begged tosee his
wife, who was then at Lisle in Flanders; and, on
her arrival, the meeting between them was inexprese
sibly affecting. The unhappy lady weptincessant= .
ly, an reflecting on the fate of her husband, her-
self, and numerous family, Coming to take her
final leave.of him on the morning .+i execution, she
was so agitated by her contending passions, that she

was attacked by repeated fits, and, a tew days aftlcr
L3 the
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the death of her unfertunate husband, slie Became
totally deprived of her senses. The convict, being
brought out of the Tower, was delivered to ‘the
sheriffs at ten in the morning ; and being placed in
a sledge, was drawn through the streets of London
to ‘Tyburn, amidst an immense number pf specta-’
tors. He was dressed in a bag-wig, and worea
light-coloured coat, with a scarlet waistcoat and
breeches. He :bowed to several people in the win--
dows, as he passed ; and ‘there was equal manliness
and composure in his behaviour. The procession
reached to the fatal tree a little hefore twelve, when
Dt. Cameron begged that his body might be per-
mitted to hang till it was dead ; which request was
granted. He looked round him in a manner that
testified the calmpess of his mind; and said to the
clergyman who attended him, ¢ This is a glorions
day to me. It is my new birth day! There are
more witnesses at this birth, than were at my first.”
The clergyman asked him how he found himself,
be said, ¢¢ Thank God, I am very well ; only a
lirtle fatigued with my journey ; but, bfessed be
God! I'am come.to the end of it. ”* This unhappy
man thew declared, that he should die a member of.
. the chuich of England, in the faith of which hehad .
been educated. After the body had hung more
than half a hour, it was cut down; and the re-
maining part of the sentence being carried into exe.
cution, the head and bo iy were put into a coffiin,
and cairied to an undertaker’s, whence they were’
conveyed and interred in the chapel of the Savoy.
Tte doctor suffered on the 7th of June, 1753,
in the 46th year of his age. He was the last
who was exscutd on account of the rebellion 5 and
of all.who were concerned in it, poshaps, the least
deserving of his calamiious fate. o

_ CAMP.
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CAMPBELL, MUNGO, (MURDERER,) was
a descendant of the noble family of Argyle, and
born at Ayr, in Scotland, in the year 1712. His
father, who was a merchant of eminence, had been
mayor of the town, and a justice of peace; but
having no leds than twenty-four children, and meet-
ing with many losees in his commrercial connexions,
it was impossible for him to make any adequate pro-
vision for his family ; so that, en his death, the re
Jations took care of the children, and educzted them
in the liberal manner which is customary inScotland.
Mungo was protected by a uncle, who gavé him =
learncd education ; but this generous friend dyin
when the youth was about eighteen yearsof age. left
him sixty pounds, and earnestly recommended him
to the care of his other relations. The young man
was a finished scholar; yet seemed averse to the
making choice of any of the learned professions. His
attachment appeared to be to the military life, in
which line many of hisancestors had most glorinusly
distinguished themselves. He now entered himself
as a cadet in the royal regiment of Scotch Greys,
then commanded by his relation general Campbell,
-and served during two campaigns at his own expence,
in the fond hope of milirary preferment. After the
battle of Dettingen, at which he assisted, he had an
opportunity of keing appoiuted quarter-master, if
he could have raised one hundred pounds; but thie
-place was bestowed on another person, while Camp-
“bell was making fruitlessapplication for the money.
Thus disappointed of whet he thought a reasonable
expectation, he quitted the army, and went into -
Scotland, where he arrived at the juncture that the
. rebels had quitted Edinbuargh, in 1745. Lord Lou-
don having then the command of the Jeyal High-
Janders, who exerted so much bravery in-the.sup-
pressiuR
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pression of the rebellion, and Mr. Camtbeil havin
the honor to be related to his lordship, he went a
fought under him, with a bravery that did-equal’
credit to his loyalty and courage. Not long after
the decisive battel of Culloden, lord Loud .pro-
cured his kinsman to be'appointed an officer of the
excise ; and prevailed on the commissionersto station
him in the shireof Ay, that he might have the hap-
piness of residing near his friends and relations. In
the discharge of this new duty, Mr. Campbell be-
haved with strict integrity to the crown, yet with so
much civility, as to couciliate the affections of all
those with whom he had any transactions. He mar-
ried when he was somewhat advanced in life ; and so
unexceptionable was his whole conduct, that ali the
nobility and gentry in the neighbourhood, the earl
of Eglington cxcepted, gave him permission to kill
game on their estates,. However, he was very mode-
- rate in the use of this indulgence, seldom shooting
but with a view to gratify a friend with a present,
hardly ever for his own emolument. He had a sin-
gular attachment to fishing ; and a river in lord
Eglington's estate aﬂ’ordinithe finest fish in that
country, he would willingly have angled there ; bat
his lordship having been as strict with regasd to his
fish as the game, Campbell, unwilling to offend
him, gave away his fishing-tackle, which was excel-
lent inits kind. He was likewise in possession of &
fine pointer, which he sold ; - but would not part
with his gun, which produced him the greatest plea-
sure of his life.  Being insearch of smugglers, and
- having his gun with him, he was crossing part of
lord Eglington's estate, whena hare starting up, he
shot her.  His lordship hearing the repart of the
gun, and being informed that Campbell had fired it,
he sent a servant to command him to come to the
. scat,
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eat. Campbell obeyed, and was treated very un<
kindly by his lordship, who even descended to call
him by names of contempt. The other apologized .
for his conduct, which he said arose from lEe sudden
starting of the hare, aud declared that he had no
design of giving offence. A .man named Bartley-
more was among the servantsof lord Eglington, and
was a favourite of his lordship ; and this man dealt
largely in contraband goeds. Mr. Campbell, pass~'
ing along the sea-shore, met Bartleymore with a-
‘catt, containing eighty gallons of rum, which he:
seized, as contraband ; and the rum was condemned,
but the cart restored, as being the property of lord-
Eglington. Bartleymore was now so incensed against
CGampbell, :that he contrived many tales to his dis-:
advantage, and at length engaged hislordship’s pas-
sions so far, that be contrived 2 more unfavourable
opinion of him than he had hitherto done ; while
Campbell, conscidus: that he had only discharged
his duty, paid little or.no attention to.the repoits of:
his lordship’s enmity. About ten in tlie morning of
the 24th of Octeber, 1769, Campbell took his gun,
and went out with another officer, with a view to
detect smugglers. The former took with him a’
licence for shooting, which had been given him by
Dr. Hunter ; though they had no particular design
of killing any game, except a woodcook, if they
should see one. They now crosied a small pait of
lord Eglington’s estate, in order to reach the sea-:
shore, where they intended to walk. When they
"arrived at this spot it was near noon ; and lord Eg-
lington came up in his coach, attended by Mr.
Wilson, & carpenter, who was working for him,
and followed by four servants on horseback. On
approaching the .coast, his lordship met Bartley-
more, who.teld him that there were some poad";:
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atadistance. Mr. Wilson would have endeavouted
to draw off his lordship’s notice from such a busi--

“uess ; but Bartleymore saying that Campbell was

0y

among the ‘poachers, lord Eglington quitted his
coach, and mounting a led horse, rode to the spot;:
where he saw Campbell and the other officer, whose-
name was Brown. His lordship said, ¢ Mr. €amp-"
bell, I did not expect to have found you so soon

-again on my grounds, after your promise, when you

shot the bare.”” He then demanded Campbell’s

" gun, which the latter declared he would not part

-with, Lord Eglington now rode towards him ;

while Campbell retreated, with his gun presented,
desiring him to keep at a distance. Still, however,
his lordship advanced, smiling, and said, ¢ are you®
ing to shoot me ? ** Campbell replied, ¢ I will,’
if you do not keep off. > Hercupon lord Eglington
called to his servats to bring him a gun, which one-
of them took from the coach, ‘and delivered to ano-
ther, to carry to their master. In the interim, lord
Eglington, leading his horse, approached Mr..
Campbell, whose gun he demanded ; but the latter
would not deliver it. The peer then quitted his
horse’s bridle, and continued advancing, while
Campbell still retired, though inan irregular direc-
tion, and pointed his gun towards his pursuer. At
length, lord Eglington came so near him, that
Campbell said, ¢¢ Lbeg your pardon, -my lord, but-
I will not deliver my gun to any man liviag ; there-
fore keep off, or I will certainly shoot you.* At
this instant, Bartleymore, advancing, begged Camp-
bell to deliver his gun to lord Eglington ; but the
latter answered, he would not, for ¢ .he had a right
to carry a gun. > .- His lordship did not dispute his
general right, but said, that he could not have any
to carry it on his estate, without his permission.
Campbell
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" Campbell again begged-pardon, and still continded

retreating, but with his gun in his hand, and pre-
paring to fire in his own defence. - While he was
thus walking backwards, his heel struck against a
stone, and he fell, when he was about the distance
of three yards from the pursuer. Lord Eglington,
observing him fall on his back, stepped forward, as
i{ihc would-have passed by Campbell’s feet, which
the latter observing, rearing himself on his elbow,
and lodged the contents of bis piece in. the left side
of his lordship’s body. At this critical juncture,
the servant above-mentioned brought the gun from
the coach, and Campbell would have wrested it
from his hands, but that Bartleymore came up just
at the very moment ; and at this moment, lord Eg-
lington, putting his hand to his wound, said, ¢ I
am kijled 1"* A contest now en ued, during which
Bartleymore repeatedly struck Campbell ;. which
being observed by lord Eglington, he called out,
¢¢ do not use himill, "> Campbe!l being secured.
was conducted to the wounded man, then lying on
the ground, who said, ¢ Mr. Campbeil, 1 would
not have shot you ; ** but Campbell made no answer.
Lord Eglington’s seat was about thtee siiles from
the place where this fatal accident happened ;. and
his servants put him into the carriagey to convey
him home. In the mean time, Cdmpbell’shands
were tied behind him, and he was conducted to the
town of Saltcotes, the place of his foriner station as
au exciseman. The persons who conducted him
asked him several questions, the answers to which
were afterwards, very ungenerously, adduced on his
trial, as collateral evidence of his guilt. Among
other things, he acknowledged, that he would rather
part with his life than his gun ; and that sconer than
have it taken from him, he would shootany peﬂ't ::’
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‘the realm. Lord Eglington dying, after languish-
ing ten hours, Mr. ampbellequ on the follguwing
day, committed to the prison Ayr, and the next
month removed to Edinsburgh, in preparation forhis
trial before the court of of justiciary; previous to-
-which, bis case was discussed by council, and the
following arguments wete adduced in his favor.
First, ¢¢ That the gun went off by accident, and
therefore it could be no more than casual hemicide.*
Sccondly, ¢ That supposing it.had been fired with
an inteation to kill, yet the act-was altogether justi-
fiabla, because of the violent provocation he had re-
ceived ; and he was doing no more than defending
his life and property.>* Thirdly, ¢¢ It could not be
murder, because it could not be supposed that Mr.
Campbell had any malice against his lcrdship, and
thé action itself was too sudden to admit of delibe-
ration.”  The council for the prosecution urged in
answer, First, “That maliee was implied in conse-
quence of Campbell’s presenting the gun to his lord~
ship, and telling him, that unless he kept off, he
would shaot him.’* Sccondly, ¢¢ That there was no
provocation’ given by the earl besides words, and
words shall not be construed a provoeation in law."
Thirdly, ¢ ‘Thewear] had & right o seize his gun, in
virtue of seweval:acts of parliament, which are
the:s established "Jaws of the land, to which every
subject is obliged to''be ‘ebedient.””  After re-
ppeated debates between - the lawyers of Scotland,
a day was at length appointed for the trial,
which commenced on the 17th of February, 1770,
before the high court of justiciar{ 5 and the jury
having found Mr. Campbell guilty, he was sen-
- tenced to die. ‘The Lord Justice Clerk, before he
pronounced the solemn sentence, addressed himself
to the convict, advising him to make the most’ de-
. vout
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vout preparation for death, as all hopes of pardon
would be preéluded, from the nature of his offence.
“Through the whole course of the trial, the prisoner's
behaviour was remarkable for calmness and serenity;
and when it was ended, he bowed to the court with
the utmest composure, but said not a single word in
‘extenuation of his crime. On his return to the pri-
son, he was visited by several of his friends, amon
whom he behaved with apparently decent cheerqu
‘mess. After they had drark several bottles of wine,
they left him, and he retired to his apartment, beg-

ing the favour of another visit from them on the
?ollowing day; but in the morning (Feb. 28, 1770),
he was found dead, hanging to the end of a form
which he had set upright, and fastened a silk hand-
kerchief roond bis neck. From circumstances, it
was supposed that he had committed this act of sui-
cide soon after his friends had feft him.

CARR, JOHN (FORGERY) was a native of the
north of Ireland, who having had a genteel educa-
tion, was put into business as a wine and brand
merchant, but through extravagance and compan
ke failed. A man of fortune, who was one of his
abandoned associates, invited him to pass part of the
summer at his seat in the country ; and setting out
together, they stopped at Kilkenny, where some

. pdssengers quitted a coach, among whom wasa
oung lady, whose elegant person and appearance
impressed Carr with an idea that she was of rank,
and inspired him with the first sentiments of love
that he ever felt. Throwing himself from his horse,
he handed her into the inn; and a proposal being
made that the company should sup together, it was
universally agreed to.  'While the supper was pre-
aring, Carr applied himself to the coachman, to

. : but allthe in-
am the history of theMyoung lady ; bu o reion



128 GARR.

formation he could obtain was, that he had takem
her up at Dublin, avd that she was going to the
Spa at Mallow, Anxiousto become better acquaint-
ed with the lady, he prevailed on the company to
1cpose themselves the next day at Kilkenny, and
take a view of the duke of Ormond’s scat, and the
curiosities of the town. This proposal being acceded
to, the evening was speat in the utmost harmony and
good-humour ; and4he fairstranger even then con:
_ceived an idea of making a conquest of Mr. Carr,
from whose appearance she judged that he wasa
man of distinction. In the morning, she dressed
herself to great advantage, not forgetting the orna-
ment of jewels, which she wore in abundance; so
that when she entered the room, Carr was astonished
at her appearance. She found the influence she had
over him, and while the company was walking in the
gallery of the duke of Ormond’s palace, he seized
this opportunity of speaking his sentiments. On bis
declaration of love, she affected displeasure ; but
soon assuming a more affable deportment, told him
that she was an English woman of rank ; that his
“person was not disagreeable to her, and that if he
wvas a man of fortune, and the consent of her rela-
tions could be obtained, she should not be averse to
listening to his addresses. . She further said, that she
was guing to spend part of the snmmer at Mallow,
where his company would be agrecable. Accord-
ingly, he following her to that place, contrary to the
advice of his friend, who bad formed a very upfa-
vourable opinion of the lady’s character. Hece he
‘dissipated so much cash In company with this wa-
man, that he was compelled to borrow of his friend,
who remonstrated on the impropriety of the connex-
Jdon ; but Carr still kept her company, and, at the
end of the season, returned with her te Dnblin. The
- lovers

~
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Jovers now agreed to sail for England;; and Carr
sold some small estates, and borrowing all the mo-
pey he possibly could, ‘delivered the whole to his
.mistress. While preparations were making for the
voyage, and Carr about procuring a passage for
England, in his absence, the lady shipped all the
effects on board a vessel bound for Amsterdam ; and .
baving dressed - herself in man’s apparel, she em-
barked~and sailed, leaving Carr to regret his ill
judged credulity. On his return heme, discovering
how he had been robbed, he was at first half dis-
tracted ‘with his loss ; - but on cooler reflexion
thought it wouid bein vain-to pursue the thief; on
which be sold a few trifles that remained of his
property, which producing about a hundred pounds,
came to London, and soon spent the whole in dissi-
pation and extravagance. Thus reduced; he enlisted
as a foot-soldier, and served some - yeats before he
was discharged ; after which he entered as a marine
at Plymouth, whence he came to London, and
opened a shop in hag-lane, St. Giles’s. He now
married 2 girl who he thought had money ; but soon,
discovering her poverty, he abandoned her, and re~
moved to Short’s-gardens, where he entered into
rtnership with a cork-cutter. Having ingratiated
imself into the esteem of his customers, he opened
shop on his own account, and soon got all the busi-
ness from his late partner. This, however, proved
of little service to him ; for getting into bad com-
pany, he frequented the gaming-tables, and became
the dupe of sharpers, Having been entrusted by a
gentleman with a draught on the bank for sixty
nds, he received the money, foolishly ventured,
n: it 'at-a gambling table, and then entered as a
marine. There being something in his deportment
superior to the vulgar, he was advanced to the ral:,kf
M2 " '
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. of serjeant, in which he behaved o well, that his offi-
cers treated him with singular regard. The vessel
in which he sailed taking a merchant ship richly la-
den, and soon afterwards several sinaller: vessels, the
prize-money amounted toa considerable sum; which
gave Carr an idea that great advantage might -be
obtained by privateering. Hereupon, he procured

. adischarge; and entering on board,a privateer, was

made master at arms. In a few days, the privateer

took two French ships, one of which they carried to

Bristol, and the other into the harbour of Poale.

Having refitted their ship, they sailed again ; and

in two days took a French privateer, and gave chace

to three others, which they found to be English vess
sels belonging to Falmouth, which had been made
prize of by a French privateer. These they retook,
and carried them into Falmouth ; in their passage te
which place, they made prize of a valuable Freach
ship, the amount of which cantributed to ensich the
crew. On their next trip, they saw a ship in full
chace of them ; on which they prepared for a vige-
rous defence ; and the vessels fought abeve forty
minutes yard-arm and yard-arm; Many hands were
lost by the French, who at length attempted to
sheer off, but were taken, after a chace of some
leagues. The commander of the English privatees
being desperately wounded in the engagement, *died
in atew days; an which, Carr courted his widow,
and amarriage would have taken place, but that she
was suddenly seized with a violent fever, of which
she died, having bequeathed to him all she was pos-
sessed of.  He now repaired to London, where he

- commenced smuggler; but his-ill-gotten effects be~

ing seized on by the officers of the revenue, he took

to the more dangerous practice of forging seamen’a
wills, and gained money for some time ; being, how-
. every
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ever, apprehended, he was brought to trial at the
Oid Bailey, convitted, arid sentenced to die. - He
was of the Romish pursuasion, and bchaved with
decent sesignation to his fate, having suffered
November 16, 1750. . .o \
CHANDLER, WILLIAM, (PerjURrY,) was
born near Devises in Wiltshire; where his father
) ssed an estate of 200l. a year. Having re-
ccived a liberal education, he was articled to the
clerk of the Goldsmith’s Company ; but not agree-
ing with his master, he wegt to iive with an attor-
ney in Clement’s-Jmn, with whom he completed
bis clerkship. In theinterim, he married a servant
gitl in the tamily, but the marriage was kept a se-
cret. Soon after the expiration of his clerkship, he
" told his father he had a prospect of marrying to
great advantage ; and about the same time repre-
sented to his master, that he had paid a visit to his
uncle, a man of foftune in Suffolk, who had pre-
sented him with bank notes to a considerable
amount ; aud produced some notex, to give an air
of truth to his story. Hereupon the father put in.

to his pessession an estate worth about 40el.; and |

as he represented to his master that he was worth
500 in ready money, the master was prevailed on to
Jend him sool. (on secarity of his estate) which he
~ said he proposed to advance with some other mone
to Mrs. Strait of Salisbury, on an estate at Endfdrd,
which had been previously mortgaged to a gentle-
man named Poor, who wished to re-possess himself
of the money he had lent. - Thus prepared, he
went to Mrs, Strait on the 17th of March, 1748,
and promised to meet her at Endford on the 2 5th,
to-advance her the requisite- sum. Having taken
every previous step for thie accomplishment of his
plan, and-being in possession of about gool.kI;:
. . M3 . .
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lefe London on the 24th of themonth, and stopped
at an inn at Harehatch, a‘few miles to the eastward
of Reading. His owp account of the matter wasy’
that being stopped soon afterwards by three barge-
mpn, they robbed 'him of all his property, bowad
him, and threw him into a pit, having first threat-
ened his destruction if he wade any opposition. He
said that he continued in this condition three hours
but, notwithstanding his bondage, he got a consis
derable way -up a h‘lv, where he met with a shep-
herd named Avery, Who cut the cords with which
he was tied. After obtaining his liberty, Chandler
enquired of the shephérd for the constable of the
hundred ; and being conducted to him, he describ
ed the persons who he said had robbed him, and
gave notice, in the legal forms, -that he should sue
the county to indemuify him for his lost. He de-
scribed the supposed robbers with so much exact-
ness, that a person present recolected to have seem
three such people 5 and themayor of Reading, who -
was accidentally on the road, had a similar recol-
lection of the bargemen, whom he met near Mai-
denhead thicket ; consequently Chandler must have
peen three such men, and seems desirous to have -
fixed the supposed guilt on them. He now went ro
the inn at Hare-hatch, where he told a similar tale
- and having reposed himself for that night, retwras
£d to London the following day ; and toid his Jate
master (whose name was Hill) what &e pretended
had happened. Mr. Hill gave him the numbers of
some bank-notes which he had advanced, -and ege
ged hewould go to the Bank and stop payment—
instead of which he went to €Cannon-street, and
changed one of the notes to pay for a silver tankard
he had pt'xrchased. This being done, he returmed
to Ms. Hill, and. told him no business was transs
: . ' actd
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scted at the Bank on that day ; butsaid he had Jeft
his numbers of the notes with one of the clerks: it
happened, however, he had given in a false list,—
His next step was to advertise his supposed loss in
the daily papers, offering a reward of sol.- for the
restoration of the whole, or a proportionate. one for
any part of it.  After this he. inserted a fult:ac-
count of the presumed robbery in the London Ga-
Zette, with a description of the robbers : but he did
not mention the note he had paid away when he
bought the tankard. Mr. Hill attended him to a
.magistrate on the 12th of May, when he gave in
the necessary information on oath, omitting only
the number of the notes said to be lost. . Prepara-~
sions werenow made for the trial, which came on at
Abingdon, before.a special jury, the 18th of July,
and after a hearing of twelve hours, the jury retir-
¢d for four more, and then gave a verdict in favor
of the prosecutor ; but the jundge desiring them to
Jeave part of this verdict to the decision of the
Court of common Pleas, their opinion was not
given on it till the following winter.  Guilt is ever.
suspicious, Cbandler, fearing that a presumption
of his fraudulent practices would arie, told his
master that he was going to live some time with an
yncle in Suffolk, instead of which he went to an
jnn at Colchester, which was kept by his brother::
but being necessitated to correspond with his mas~
¢ex, he wrotego ngdimct .to the Crown at Aud-
ely. near Colchestors: The tenm:advancing, the
master wrote repeatedly:to him, uiiging him 40 come
to London; but ht:evaded doimg so, with sueh fri-
wvolous excuses, that a suspicion -even then aiose
that his conduct in the prosecntion could not be
justified. In the interval, twelve of the bank-

potes, which Chandler had sworn he was robbed :f
. W
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were brought to the Bank for payment ; but this
being refused, and enquiry made, it appeared that
a Jew, named Barpard Sclomons, had bought them
at Amsterdam of a person who called himself John
S8mith ; and that Bernard had seot them’'to Lone
don, to his agent, Nathan Solomons. Fartheren-
guity made it evident, that the supposed Joha
mith had quitted Holland, after a residence of only
a few days, and then embarked in the packet with
a Dutch merchant named Casson. This gentleman
being tound, gave a description of the presumed
Smith, which so exactly coiresponded with the fper-

son of Chaundler, that little doubt remained of the
identity of the offender ;° on which his master re-
urged bim to come to London. and confrent Mr.
Casson ; but he steadily persisted in declining to
make his appearance. = In the interim, the point of
law was solemnnly argued before the judges of the
Common Pleas, when their determination, was to
the following effect : . ¢¢ That as Chandler not
inserted the numbers of his notes in the Gazette}
nor sworn to them when he made ,0ath before the
justice, the verdict must be set aside, and the plain-
tiff nonsuited, without the advantage of a uew
trial.”  About this time the false list of the num-
bers: he had given in at the Bank happened to be
found, the public opinion began to' be very unfa-
‘vourable to him ; and those who'had hitherto con-
sidered hitn as innocent,: beg;n‘d look on him in
a light tocally. opposite. . It was now thought ad-
viseable to take him into oustody.s -for which pur-
Kosq. three gentlemen went to the Crown at Aud-
y, near Colchester, and enquited for a place
called Eaton, where it was said he lived. 'g"hey
werc directed to two placesnamed Eaton ;. but, at-
8¢5 a tedious journcy, without finding him, they
went
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went to the inn kept by his brother at Colchester,
where Chandler happened to be at the time, but
concealed himself in the house during the night
they remained there. ‘This search after him alarm-
ed bim so much, that he quitted Colchester, and
went to Coventry, where he took an inn ; but bg-
ing fearful of an arrest from Mr. Winter, a gen

tleman who had lent iim a sum of money, he sent
a draught in Winter’s favour for ‘150l. on Mr.
Gauntlett, alinen-draper. The letter containing
. this draught being put into the post-office at North-
ampten, proved the means of discovering his resie
dence at Coventry ; in consequence of which he
was taken into custody, and lodged in prison. In
the year 1750, he was removed by a writ of habeas
gorpus from Coventry to Abingdon, and every pre-
paration was made for his trial ; but he traversed
the indictment, and thereby put it off for that year.
At the next assizes he was tried, convicted,and re-
ceived sentence to be transported for sevem years,
after being set in_the pillory on the day succeeding
the conviction. On the following morning, how-
ever, the sheriff waited on the judge, to acquaint
him that.if the offender should be impillored, it
would be impossible to-protect him from the yen-
geance of the enraged populace, and- therefore re-
quested 2 mitigation of his sentence. In conse-
quence. of this reasonable request, that part of the
sentence respecting his being put in the pillory was
dispensed with, and the offender was transported,
3 consequence of judgment passed,. on the 16th of
]uly, 1751 .

CHAPMAN, PETER, (BURGLAR,) 12 most
depraved character, who was tried at the Old Bai-
ley with Johu Hall, joseph Jones, Sarah Bereham,
and Elizabeth Jones, for breaking and en‘t‘enn"gi::t

g welling-

.
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- dwelling-house of Messrs: Tyler and Leacock, slop-
sellers, in the Minories, and stealing therein vavi-
ous articles of clothes, linen, watches, plate, &c.
to the amount of 210l. The women were indicted
for being receivers. Joseph Jones pleaded Guilty.
There was no evidence to affect Sarah Borcham; |
and the facts pioved against the others were briefly
thesc—the prisoner Hall, on-the night in question,
engaged a hackney coach, which he brought from
Drury-lane Theatre, at eleven o’clock, and keptiz .
in waiting near the place where the burglary was
committed, till five the next morning. The driver
of the coach, whos¢name was Silmon, swore that
‘he received the prisoners, Hall and Chapman, to-
gether with several bundles, into a coach, and set
them down. at the house of 2 man named Bath,
near Finsbury-square ; that they took the bundies
out, and carried them into this house. In comses-
quence of information given by the coachman, whe
was afraid of being involved in the business, to the
officers of a public office, a search was made im
Bath’s house, and most of the goods found there.
There were also found several instruments like those
used-by house-breakers; aud one of these, which
was an iron crow, fitted the breaches that had beem -
made in the door of the prosecutor’s house on the .
night it was brake open. The evidence against the
woman was, that of having been afked if she had
received or pawned any things, and het denying .
that she had ; but that, when she was searched, a -
duplicate was found upon her for some silk hand-
kerchiefs she bad pawned.  The prosecutor could
not swear to these handkerchiefs, Hall and Cla

- man were found Guilty. Elizabeth Jones and T..
Borcham, Not Guilty. He and his confederates,
Hall and J. Jones, suffered before the debtors deor

- . at
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at Newgate, the 26th of February, 1800, with Je-
scpb Samuel Abbot, aged oniy 18, whohad been ~
found guilty of forging a certain power of attor-
my, for the transfer of 45ql. stock belonging to a
bencfit society. All behaved with becoming resig-
mation, except Chapman, who displayed instances
of the most abandoned depravity. On his being
brought out to ascend the scaffold, he leaped up
the steps that led toit, and then, instead of attend-
ing to the clergyman, nodded to the females that
appeared in the windows opposite, laoghed atthem
sometimes immoderately, kicked off his shoes, one
to the right and the other to the left, amongst the
crowd who came to witness his disgraceful end. In
short, he did every thing he thought could prove
bis contempt of death.
~ CHARTERIS, FRANCIS, (DEBAUCHER,)
was porn at Amsficld, in Scotland, where he was
heir to an estate which his ancestors had possessed
above 400 years; and was related to some of the
first tamilies in the North, by intermarriages with
the nobility. Having received a liberal education,
ke made choice of the profession of arms, and first
served under the Duke of Marlborough as an en-
sign of foot, but was soon advanced to the rank of
cornet of dragoons. Being-a most expert gameszer,
and of a di-position uncommonly avaricious, he
made his knowledge of gambling subservient to his
love of money ; and while the ariny was in winter
quarters, be stripped many of the officers of all
their property by his skill at cards and dice. He
was, however, as knavish asdextrous, for when he
had defrauded a brother officer of all his money, he
would lend him a sum at the moderate interest of
.an bundred per cent. and take an assignment of his

cummission as a secusity for the payment 0'; tll;: _
" . ¢DCe
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.debt. John, duke of Argyle, and the ear! of Stair,

were at this time young men in the anny; and be~
ing determined that the inconsiderate ofhcers should
pot be ruined by the artifices of Charteris, they
applied to the earl of Qrkney, who was also in the
army, then quartered at Brussells, representing the
destruction that must ensue to the young gentle-
men in the military line, if Charteris was not stop-
ped in hisproccedings. The earl ot Orkney, anxi-
ous for the credit of the army in general, aed his
countrymen in particular, represented the state of
the case to the duke of Marlborough, who gave
orders that Charteris should be put under arrest, and
tried by a-court.martial. . This court was compos-
ed of an equal number of English and Scotch ofli-
cers, that Charteris might have no reason to say he
was treated with partiality. After a canded hear-
ing of the ca:e, the proofs of his villainy were so
strong, that he was sentenced to return the money
he had obtained by usurious interest 5 to be depriv-
ed of his commission, and ta be drummed out of
the regiment, his sword being first broken; which
sentence was executed in its fullest extent. Thus
disgraced, he quitted Brussels, and in the road be-
tween that place and Mecklin, threw his breeches
into a ditch, and then buttoning his scarlet cloak
below his knees, went into an inn to take up his
lodgings for thag night. It is usualin places where
armies are quartered, for military officers to be

treated with all possible respect; and this wag ghe -

case with Charteris, who had every distinctlon
shewn him that the house could afford, and, after
an clegant supper, was left to his repose. Early in
the moming he rang the bell violently, and the
landlord coming tervified into his room, he swore
furiously that tie bad been robbed of his breeches,

con- &
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containing a diamond ring, a gold watch, and
money to a considerable amount ; and having pre-
viously broken the window, he intimated that some

rson must have entered that way, and carried oft’

is property, and he even insinuated that the land- -
Jord himself might have been the robbes. Tt wasin
vain that the .inn keeper solicited mercy. in-the most
humiliating posture. Charteris threatened that he
should be sent to Brussels, and suffer death, as an
accessary to the felony, Tesrified at the thought
of approaching disgrace and danger, the landlord of
the Epuse, sent for some friars of an adjacent con-
vent, to whom he represented his calamitous situa--
tion s and they generously supplie i him witha sum
sufficient to reimburse Chatteris fo. the loss he pre-
tended to bave sustained.——This unprincipled:
and abandoned youth now proceeded to Hol-
land, whencé he embarked for Scotland ; and had
not been long in that kingdom before his servile
submission, and his money, procured him another
commission in a regiment of horse; and he was af-
terwards advanced to the rank of colonel. The
duke of Quecnsbury was at this time commissioner
to the parliament of Scotland, which was assembled
at Edinburgh, to deliberate on the proposed union
with England. Charteris having been envited to u
party at cards with the duchess of Queensbury, be
contrived that her grace should be placed in such a
manner, near a large glass, that he could see all
her cards; and he won three thousand pounds of
her"hy this stratagem. In consequence of this im-
position the incensed duke of Queensbury broughta
bill into the house, to prohibit gaming for above a
certain sum ; and this bill passed into a law. Char-~
teris still continued his depredations on the thought-

Jess, till he had acquired cousiderable svms, and
. N estates
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estates in Scotland; he then removed to London,
which, as it was the seat of great dissipation, was 8
place better adapted to the exertion of his abilities.
~—Here he became a noted lender of money on
mortgages, always receiving a large premium, by
which at length he became so rich as to purchase
several estates in England, particularly in the coun-
ty of Lancaster. He was equally infamous for his
amours, having in pay some women of abandoned
character, who, going to inns where the waggons
put up, used to prevail oh the simple country girls
to go to the colonel’s house as servants; in conse-
quence of which, their ruia soon followed, and they
were turned out of doors, exposed to all the miseries
consequent on poverty and a loss of reputation.
His agents did not confine their operations to inns;
but wherever they found a handsome girl they en-
deavoured to decoy her to the colonel’s house; and
" amongst the rest, Ann Bond fell a prey to his artt-
fices. This young woman had lived in London ;
but having quitted her service on account of illncss,
took lodgings at a private house, where she re-
covered her health, and was sitting at the door
whken a woman addressed her, saying, she could
help herso a place in the family of colenel Harvey ;
for the character of Charteris was now so noterious,
that his agents did not venture to make use of his
real name. Bond being hired, the woman conduct-
ed her to the colonel’s houte, who gave her money
to redeem some clothes, which she had pledged to
support her in her illness, and would have bought
other clothes for her, but she refused to accept them.
He now offered her a purse of gold, an annuity for
life, and a house, if she would comply with his -
wishes; but the virtuous gitl resisted the tempta-
tion, declaring, that she would oily discharge her
o ' ' duty
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duty asa servant, and that her master might dis- -
miss her, if her conduct did not please him. On
the day following, she heard a_gentleman asking
for her master by the name of Charteris, which en-
creased her fears still more, as she was not unapprized
of his general clraracter: wherefore, she told the
housekeeper that she must quit her service, as she
was ‘ve? ill. The house-keeper informing the co-
lonel of this circumstance, he sent for the poor girl,
and threatened that hé would shoot her-if she left
bis service. He “likewise ordered the servants to
keep the door fast, to prevent her making her escape,
and when he spoke 5f her it was in the most con-
temptuous terms. On the following day he directed
his clerk of the kitchen to send her into the par<
lour, and, on her attending him, he bid her stir the .
fire. While she was thus employed, he forcibly
seized and committed violerice on her, first stopping’
heér mouth with his night-cap; and afterwards, on
her saying that she would prosecut: him, beating
ber with a horse-whip, and calling her by the most
opprobrious names. On his opening the door the
clerk of the kitchen appeared, to whom the colonel
pretended that she had robbed him of thirty guineas,
and directed him to turn her out of the house,
which was accordingly done. Hereupon she went .
to a gentlewoman named Parsons, and informing
her of what had happened, asked her advice how to
proceed. Mrs. Parsons recommended her to exhibit
articles against him for the assault, but when the
matter came afterwards to be heard by the grand
jury, they found it was not an attempt, but an actual
commission of the fact; and a bill was found accord-
ingly. When the colonel was committed to Newgate.
he was loaded with heavy fetters; but he soon pur=
N2 . chased
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chased a lighter pair, and paid for-the use of a room
* in the prison, and for a man to attend him. He had
been married to the daughter of Sir Alexander
Swinton of Scotland, who hore him one daughter,
who was married to the ¢arl of Wemys; and the
carl happening to be in London at the time of the
above mentioned transaction, procured a writ of
Habeas Corpus, and the colonel was accordingly ad-
mitted to bail.*  His trial came on at the Old
Bailey, February 25, 1730, and every art was used
to traduce the character of the prosecutrix, with a
view to destroy the force of her cvidence ; but, hap-
pily, her character was so fair, and there was so lit-
tle reasou to think that she had any sidister view in
the prosecution, that every artifice failed, and after
a long tiial, in which the facts were proved to the
satisfaction of the jury, z verdict of guilty was given
. against the colonel, who received sentence to be ex-
ecuted in the accustomed manner. On this occasion
“Charteris was not a little obliged to his son-in-law,
lord Wemys, who caused the lord president Forbes
to come from Scotland, to plead the cause before
the privy-council ; and an ‘estate of sool, per aun.
for life, was assigned to the president for this ser-
¥ice, At length the king consented to grant the
colonel a pardon, on his settling a handsome annui-
~ ty on the prosecutrix, Soon after his conviction,a
ne metzotinto print of him was published, repre-
senting him standing at the bar of the Old Bailey,
with his thumbs tied ; and under the print was the
following inscription :

* Bail for a capital offenc is not admissible.—Is
it not a shame that power and interest should thus
triumph over justice ? EpITOR.

¢ *Blood !

\
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¢ *Blood !—must a colonel, with a lord’s estate,
¢¢ Be thus obnoxious te a scoundrel’s fate ?

¢ Brought to the bar, andsentenc’d from the bench, -
¢ Only for ravishing a country wench ?—

¢¢ Shall men of honour meet no more respect ?

¢¢ Shall their diversions thus by laws be check'd ?
““~Shall they be accountable to saucy juries,

¢ For this or t’other pleasure 2——hell and furies !

¢ What man thro’ villainy would run a course,

¢ And ruin families without remorse,

¢¢ To heap up riches —if, when all is done,

¢ An ignominious death he cannot shun ?*

After the narrow csca:e, from a fate which he
had. so well deserved, he retired to Edinburgh,
where he lived about two years, and then died in a
miserable manner, a2 victim to his own irregular
course of life. He was buried in the family-vault,
in the church-yard of theGrey Friars of Edinburgh ;
but his vices had rendered him so detestable, that
it was with some difficolty that he was put into the
grave ; for the mob almost tore the coffin in picces,
and committed a variety of irregularities, in honest
contempt of such an abandoned character. * The
celebrated Dr. Arbuthnot gave a severe, but very
just, character of Colonel Charteris, in the follow-
ing satyrical epitaph : ,

HEerg lieth the body of
CoroNer DoN Francisco;
Who, with an inflexible constancy,
And inimitable uniformity of lite,
Persisted, in spite of age and infirmity,
In the practices of every hyman vice,
Excepting prodigality and *ypocrisy;

. N3

o ¥
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. His insatiable avarice
Exempting him from the first, and
His matchless impudence
From the latter.
Nor was he more singular in
That undeviating viciousness of life,
‘Than successful in accumulating wealth ;
) Having,
. Without trust of public money, bribe,
‘Worth, service, trade, or profession, ’
Acquired, or rather created,
o A ministerial estate.
Among the singularities of his life and fortune
' Be it likewise commemorated,

That he was the only person in his time,
“Who would cheat without the mask of honesty ¢
Who would retain his primaval meanuess,
After being possessed of ten thousend poundsa year :
And wno, having done, every day of his hie,~

. Something worthy of a gibbet,
Woas once condemned to one.
+ Think not, indigent reader,
His life nseless to mankind :
ProviDENCE
Favoured, orrather comived at,
His execyable designs,
That he might remain,
‘J o this and future ages,
A conspicuous proof and example,
Of how small estimation
Exorbitant weaith is held in the sight of the
: ALMIGHTY, -
By his bestowing it on’
The.most unworthy
Of all the descendants of .

Adan,
CLAX.
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CLAXTON, WILLIAM. See Cox, Wn. |
CLUFF, JAMELS, (MURDERER,) was bom in
Clare-market, and lived as a waiter at several pub- '
lic-houses, in all of which he maiutained an extra-
ordinary character for dilligence, civility, and in-
tegrity. He at length lived as a servant with Mr,
Payne, master of the Green Latti¢e in Holbarn ;
during his residence here he fell in love with Mary
Green, his fellow-servant 3 but she being courted by
another man, constantly rejected his addresses,
which frequently agitated his mind in the most vio-
lent degree. Hisrival having one day visited Mary,
sat in the same box with her, and was received by
her in an affectionate manner; this did not seem at
first to be much regarded by Cluff, who was then
engaged in attending the customers: but when the
lover was gone, Mrs. Payne perceiveing that some-
thing had discomposed his mind, asked him the
reasom of it, but could not prevail an him tq tell the
canse, While Mr.Payneand his wife were at dine
ner in the parlour, and the girl eating her’s in one
of the baxes, Mrs. Payne heard a noise as if two -
persans were struggling ; and going into the tap-
rogm, Cluff said, ¢¢ Ceme hither madam.™ On
this she advanced, and saw the prisoner holding the
deceased by the shoulders, who was sitting on the
floor, and specchless, while the blood streamed from
ber in large quantities. Mrs. Payne called out,
¢¢ What have you been doing, James ?'” he said,

¢ Nothing.* He was asked if he had seen
hurt herself, - He said, ¢ No—but that he had
scen her bring up a knife from the cellar, where she
had been to draw some beer for her dinner.”” Mr,
Payne now entered the tap-igom, and then gve
int«y) the cellar, to discover if there was an;}{fo&
theie ;. but finding nene, he accused Cluff gu sps-
picion
,‘!
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picion of having committed the murder; and in-
stantly sent for a surgeon, When the surgeon ar-
rived, he found that a knife had been stabbed into
the upper part of the thigh, and entered the body
of the gitl, in such a manner, that she could not
sarvive the stroke more than a minute. A bloody
knife was found in the room ; and Cluff was com-
mitted to Newgate for the murder. On his trial,
the surgeon deposed that the knife fitted the wound
that had been made, and that he believed the woman
had not killed herself: but the jury acquitted the
prisoner, deeming the evidence insufficient A dis-
charge of the accused party would now have follow-
ed of course; but William Green, the brother and
heir of the deceascd, immediately lodged an appeal ;
in consequence ot which Cluff was hrought to trial
at the next sessions but one, when his case was ar-
gued with the utmost inEenuity by the counsel for
and against him ; but this second jury found him
guilty, aud he was sentenced to die. ~ Aftér coa-
viction he exereised himself in every act of devotion ;
but solemnly declared his perfect innocence with re-
spect to thomurder.  He was visited by his triends,
who earnestly intreated him to miake a sincere con-
. fession, especially as, in his case; it was not in the
wer of the king himself to grant him a pardon.
Fr: answer hereto he freely contessed all his other
crimes ; bit, saying he would not rush into eternity
with a lie in his mouth, again steadily denied the
prepetration of the crime of which he had been con:
victed. The clergyman who attended him, urged
hin to the confession of his guilt, and even re-
- fused to administer the sacrament to him on the
morning of his excention, on any other terms than
th se of acknowledging his crime ; but nothing
could shake his resolution : he still steadily persisted
in
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in his innocence. On’his way to the plaee of exe-.
cution, he desired to stop at the door of his late
master, which being granted, he called for a pint of
wine, and having drank a glass of it, addressed Mr.
Payne in the following terms :—¢¢ Sir, you are not
insensible that I am going to suffer an ignominious
death, for a crime of which I declare I am not
guilty ; as I am to appear before my great Judge
in a few minutes to answer for all my past sins. I
hope you and my good mistress will pray for my
poor soul, God bless you, and all your family.™
At the place ef execution, he behaved in the most -
composed, devout, and resigned maoper; and
scemed to possess his mind in the consciousness of
jnnocence. There was a great concourse of spec-
tators to witness his fatal end, to whom he spoke in
the following manner ¢ ¢ Good people, I am goin
to die for a fact I never committed. I wish
mankind well, and as I have prayed for my prose-
cutors, I hope my sins will betorgiven, through
the merits of my ever-blessed Redeemer. I beg you
to pray for my departing soul, and as to the tact I
now die for, I wish I wasas free from all other sins:**
He suffered at Tyburn, on the 25th of July, 1729,
exhibiting no signs of fear to his last moment.—
Is it not probable, the Editor of this work. begs
leave to ask the reader, that the girl, when she
brought the knife up from the cellar, might have
laid it carelessly down, in some aukward position,
and afterwards sat upon it, the wpund heing in the
upper part of the thigh ? Certainly Cluff’s clearing
her from suicide, and not.endeavouring to account
for the wound, were presumptive proots of his in=
nocence. :

COCK, GEORGE, (TH1EF,) was horn in the

seighbourhood of Aldgate, and at a proper ageap-
prenticed
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prenticed toa peruke-maker in Spital fields ; but he:
_absconded before the time expressed in his indenture
was expired,, and his master judging him to be
strongly disposed to disorgerly and profligate cour-
ses, pursued ne measures to induce his return. He
then lided seven ‘or cight years as errand-boy and
porter to several tradesmen, none of whom had any
Yeason to suspect that he purloined their property ;
but he was held by them in no esteem, on account
of his being frequently intoxicated, and associating’
with' people of dissolute principles. It is natural to
suppose, that the abandoued ¢ompany he kept in-
creased his inclination to a life of idleness, and
proved the cause of his pursuing felonious courses
for procuring the means”of subsistance. Having
made pretensions of love to a maid-servant in the!
neighbourhood of May Fair, she invited him to her
master’s house: he was punctual to the appoint-
ment, and during his stay, treacherously stole a sil-
ver spoon of about twelve shillings value. Learnin
that alady lived at Streatham whose son was abroad,
he went te her house, and informed her, that he was
lately arrived in England, and waited upon her by
the desire of the young gentleman, to assure her of
the continuance of his filial affection. He was in:
vited to partake of the best provisions. the house
could afford, and entertained with great liberality,
kindness, and respect.  After he had sufficiently
refreshed himself, and secreted a large silver spoon
in his pocket, he departed, intending to direct his
course towards the metropolis. The spoon being
missed, two servants were dispatched in search of
the thief; and overtaking him at about the distance
of a mile from the house, they conducted him to a
magistrate, who committed him to Bridewell, asa
vagrant, the lady refusing to prosecute him for the
felony.
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- felony.  Having remained in a prison about three
months, and been privately whipped, he was dis-
missed, after the justice by whom he was committed
had patbetically represented to him the disgrace,
danger, and iniquity, of seeking to obtain aliveli-
hood by illegial practices.  Upon gaining informa-
tion that the father of a young gentleman of Bar-
tholomew-lane was abroad, he went to the house,
and pretended to the youth that he was preparing to
embark for the country where his father resided ;
saying, that as he was acquainted with the old.gen-
tleman, he should be happy to deliver any message
or letter, or execute any commission with which tﬁe
son might think proper to charge him. His recep-
tion here was not less hospitable than that he expe«
rienced at Streatham : and he did not take leave till
he had conveyed a silver cup into his pocket, with
which he got off undiscovered. He sold the cup,
and expended the money it pioduced in the most ex.
travagant manner. Afterthis, he went to the house
of the captain of a trading vessel, in Ratcliff-high-
way, whom he knew was at sea, expecting that he
should be able to amuse his wife by some plausible

retences, and obtain a booty before he left the
ouse. He was informed ‘that the captain’s lady
was not at home, but was invited into the house by

- hér mother, who told him that she expected her
daughter’s return in a very short time. Being shewn
into the kitchen, he asked the maid-servant tor some
table-beer, and while she was gone to draw it, he
secreted a  large silver tankard ; upon the maid’s
bringing the beer, he drank heartily, and then,
pretending that he had some business to transact,
which would not permit him to stay any longer,
took leave, promising to return the following day :

he sold the tankard 16 8 Jew, He enquired of a‘s.e:;
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vant maid in Spital-fields, whether there were not
some woman in that neighbourhood whosé husbands
were in foreign parts. The girl said the husbands
of two or three of her mastef’s neighbours were
abroad, and asked the name of the person he desired
to find. He said hehad forgot the name, butart-
tully added that he shéuld remember it upon hear-
ing it Tepeated ; in consequence of which, she men-
tioned somenames, and upon his saying that one of
them was that of the party he wanted, the gisl di-
rected him to the house where the wife of his sup-
posed friend resided.  He told the woman that he
was lately arrived in England, and, by her husband’s
particular desire, called to inform her of his being in
perfect health when he embarked. He formed some
trifling excuse for occasioning the woman to leave
the apurtment, and soon after her return he went
away, taking with him a pint silver tankard and
two silver table spoons. By the above and other
villainies of a similar nature, he gained a mainte-
nance for several years. At last, he went to two
Jadies in Soho-square, inoneday, under the pretext
of delivering messages from their husbands, who had
been several years resident in foreign parts; and was
received by them in the most kind and hospitable -
manner. He had been gone but ashort time, when
- one of the ladies missed some silver spoons ; in con-
sequence of which, he was pursued, and taken be-
tore a magistrate ; and during his examination, the

- other appeared, and, on oath, identified a silver

trnkard, found in the prisoner’s poscession. He was

committed to Newgate, and, at the ensuing sessions
at the Old Bailey, condemned to suffer death. Dy

" ting his confinement in Newgate, he shewed not, the
lcaa; remorse for his past offences, nor employed an

partof the thort tiinc e had to exist in making the

necessary
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necessary preparation for the awful change he was
about to experience, but flattered himself in the ex-
pectation of being reprieved. However, after learn-
ing that he was ordered for execution, be, in some
degree, corrected the irregularity of his behaviour ;
but still his conduct was by no means such as might
have been expected from a man in his dreadful situ-
ation, He was almost wholly regardless of the de~
votional exercises at the place of execution ; and re-
fused to address the populace, though urged to it
by the ordinary.” He suffered at Tybum, on the
33th of June, 1748. :
CODLIN, WILLIAM, (sHIP-DERSTROYER,)
was a native of Scarborough, and allowed to be an
excellent seaman in the north coast trade, in which
he had long saild, between Sunderland and Lon-
don. He was captain of the brig Adventure, no-
minally bound to Gibraltarand Leghorn ; fer felo~
niow:ly destroying which, with a view todefraud the
underwriters, Messrs, Maryan, Ryder, Honeyman,
and Nash, on the 8th of August, 1802. off Bright-
helmston, by boring three holes in the larboard
run, and other holes in the larboard quarter,
be was indicted. Codlin and Read were charged,
as officers of the ship, for committing the fact ; and
Macfarlane and Easterby, as owners, for procuring
it to be committed. - The trial came on at the ses~
sions house, in the Old Bailey, Tuesday, Oct. 26-
1802, before Sir William Scott, lord Ellenborough,
and baron Thompson. It commenced at g o’clock
in the morning, and did not conclude till 12 at night.
80 great was the desire of the public to witness the
developement of this nafarious transaction, that the
Jessions- house was filled betore eight o’clock in the
moraing, and every avenue leading thereto blocked
up. The first witness was T. Cooper, who said he
" was a seaman on boari_ the adventure, originally
VOL. 1. o before

»

W AT



146 CODLIN,

before the mast ; was shipped in the river, the vessel
then lying below Limehguse.  Codlin was captaia
and Douglas ate ; the rest of the crew consisting
of two boys, making iu all five. Storrow was com-
ing back and forward. There was a part of the
cargo on baard, the vessel sailed from Limehouse
for Yarmauth, wherc she took in twesty-two hogs-
heads of tebacco, some lingn, and fifteen tons of
ballast, From thence they proeeeded to Deal, hav~
ing taken on board at Yarmouth an additional hand,
named Walsh, a bricklayer’s lalourer. At Deal,
Douglas, the mate, complained of the rheumatism,
and left them. Storrow went away, and was suc-
ceeded by Read. They took in another hend, named
Lacy. ‘The captain said, as witness was bringing
him off shore, that witness should take Douglas's
birth ; but iritness said he was not capuble, not
knowing navigation. The eaptain said, as long as
he pleased him, that was plenty ;' they did not sait
from Deal as sopn as they might, The captain said
at one time, he waited for lettess ; and at another,
he'waited far a wind. It blew a little, but other
shipssailed. Atlength, they sailed, five or six days
before the vessel went down. The captain gave
strict. orders to keep the boat free : witness put in
_four oars, entting two of them to the length : fos-
merly théy threw lumber into the boat ; but the cap-
tain ordered that there should be none there, and that
there should be plenty of tholes, or pins, for the

oars. The captain said, they should not be in the

ship forty eight hours bynger : this was Friday. On

Saturday, he said that night should be the last; i

was impossible she could carry them through the
bay ; he did not think her trust-worthy for his lifes
and why should witness forhis?  The captain then
sent witness down tomix grog for himsclt and Read,

and
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and some of the créw.” Witness wis afterwards
walking tlre ‘quarter-deck; the captdin was at the
helm, and called witness to relieve him. Fhe.captain
went below ; he came vp in a quarter of an hour, and
said to the witness, ‘¢ go down, and you will find an
augur on the cabin deck : tzke up the scuttle, and
bore two er three holes in the run, as close down to
the bottoni as possible.”” T'he witness went down,
and found the anger: it was a new one, brought b
the captain from Deal, and was put into the handle
of another anger: hie bored three holes, close down .
in the run, with twoe augers and a spike gimblet,
which he left in the holes. The witness eéame on
deck, and-told the captzin he had bored the holes.
Thecaptain asked if the water was coming in } wit-
nesssaid, net mach, for ke had left the augers in thé *
boles. ‘Fhe eaptain said they might remain till day-
light. On Sunday morning, the cabin-boy was pre-
vented from corhing down by the eaptain ; hefore
that, he always came down, and got breakfast in thé -
cabin. Atday-break, witness pulled out theaugers, -
and the water came in, but the eaptain did not think
it camein, in suficient quantity, and wished for the
mall to enlarge the holes.” The witnesy said, the
crowsbar would do. ' The captain ordered him to
bring the crow-bar, and make the holes larger: ke
did so; the captain was present all the time, and
kat a hand to kneck down the lockers, to make
room. The crow-bar went threugh the bottem,
and, the witness believed, so did the dugers. M.
Read was in bed, clese by the holes: the distancé
might be about four yards. Mr. Read turned him-
self round seveyal tinies while the witifess was boring
the holes: he never spoke, nor did witness spezk to
him, but he turned in the bed several fifics ; thé
auger did not make much noiie. “When the holes
03 - wols

e
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were bored, the witness called Read, by the czp-
tain’s order : he came on deck, but shortly atter he
went down, and went ta bed again.  The bed was
on the larboard side of the cabin. - Read could not
sge the augers, but he might hear the water run, as
the cabin-boy heard it, and the witness heard it °
himself, a small hole being left open to keep the
pumps at work. "Read went to bed again, but he
was on deck when the hole was beat with the crow-
bar.. Read was permitted to go down, but the boys
were not, Whén the hole was beat through, the
Yolours were hoisted ; the boat was already out, and
all hands in it, except the captain and witness. Wit
ness packed up his things when he was told they
could not be forty-eight hours in the vessel, but he
mentioned the matter to nobody. Hzt packed them
in a bread-bag which he emptied on the deck.” When
the holes were boring, the captain ordered the men
aloft, to take in sail ; no one could possibly see ot
. hear him, except witness, the captain, and Read.
They left the vessel at eight o’clock. Several boats
came off on the signal. The people in’ them said,
they (captain Codlinand his pcoplpe) had met witha
sad misfortune : they answered yes. The boat asked
if they wanted any assistance, and offered to tow
them on shore. The captain said, she was his while
she swam, and they had no business with hers The
$wallow revenue cutter then came up, and took the
brig in tow, fastening a hawse to the mast: the
brig, which lay on her beam-ends before, immedi-
ately righted, and went down. Witness has no
doubt that she went down in consequence of the
" holes. Read’strunk had come on board at Deal ; it
was sent back the hext day ; witness helped it into
‘the boat : it was full of linen when it came, and was
not locked ; witnessdoes not know what it contained
when

.
e
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when it went back. Captain Codlin and the whole
crew went to the Ship tavern at Brighton. Read
said to a lady who came to see him, that he had lost
.every thing belonging to Lim, and that he was ru-
ined. Easterby and Macfarlane came to Brighton
on Tuesday : they came to the Ship tavers. Eas-
terby asked where the holes were, and of what size g
there were some carpenter’s toals on the floor, whi
had been brought from the vessel: Easterby asked
if the holes were of the same Size of the han-
dle of the chissel that was among the tools;
and being told they were, said, the witness shoulds
prepare the hiandle to plug the holes, in case the
ship should come on shore, as she'was then driving
in. Mactaslane was in the room, but witness cannat
say whether he coull hear, as he spoke jn a
low voice. Easterby said Codlin was a d—d fool,
. be had made astupid job of it ; he should have done
the business on the French coast, and then he might.
have made the shore of either country in the boat,
in such fine weather. Macfarlane discoursed with
them, but witness did not hear what hesaid. Eas-~
terby spoke loud enough for all the reom to hear
bim. Macfarlane and Easterby ordered the captain
and witness to.go to London together, and to take
private lodgings, ia which they should keep close,
or they would be upder sentence of death.  Macfar-
lane took seatsin the coach for them; and paid their
passage. Read wrote on a piece of paper where
witaess wasto go in London ,to Mactfariane’s house.
Witness received gs. wages, and Macfarlane gave
bim 3 guinea: this was altar he bad described the
size of the hole, he could not say whether the othe.s
wete paid their wages. Witness came up with one
of the hags, the captain being stopped by a gentle-
mso (Me, f)ouglas). The boy was put in his place
B 0 3 . at
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at fiveor six in the morning. Read went with
witness to the coach offices ; Macfarlane came after,
and Easterby came with the boy, who was appren-
tice to Storrow, Only one pump had been worked
for alength of time in the ship, the otheér was not in
order : there was a gear for the other, but the cap-
.tain did not want to find it. The captain seat the
Poy down for the great coat ; the boy, on hisreturn,
said the water was running : the captain said it was
nosuch thing, itwasonly the water in the run, and
told the boy to go forward, '~ He ordered witness ta
*go down and see,. but jogged him as he passed, and
told him to say it was nothing. Witness, on com-
ing up, said it was only the water in the run. Wit-
pess staid in London two nights, and then went ta
‘higmother, near Saxmundham, in Suffolk ; having
no money, and failing to get a ship, after several
applications, he walked the whole way, which is 88
‘miles. When he arrived, his mother told him there
had been people after him, about a ship ; and there
had been hand-bills, offering a reward. He imme-
diately sent for the constable of the place, Mr. As-
kettle, and surrendered himself, to whom he told
every thing, desiring him to take him to London.
{:,hn Morris, George Kennedy, Lacy, and James
elch, corroborated Cooper’s testimony.  Storrow
proved the intent of the voyageathat it was to de-
fraud the underwriters. The insurances were also
proved. Several witnesses gave Read and Macfar-
fane a good character: As it appeared that Read
rook no active part in the business, and one of the
. witnesses having intimated that he was deaf, and the
- learned judge observing that it was possible he could
. Mot hear the conspirators talking and the bofing of
$he ship, &c. he was acquitted, and the rest found
Guilty
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Guilty 3 but two points of Jaw having been pointed
out by Mr. Erskine, in favour of Easterby and
Macfarlane, judgment was accordingly arrested, for
the decision of the twelve judges. They all heard
the yerdict with much firmness—Read with the most
composure ; Easterby apparently with indifference,
looking around him ; Macfarkine’s features shewed
he was inwardly much affected, though he bore
himself with firmness ; Codlin stood bebind. Sir
‘William Scott desired that Cedlin might be put to
the bar, and the others removed. Sir William then
pronounced sentence of death on Codlin, in the
most solemn and impressive manner; telling him to
employ the few days he had to live in repentance,
and reconciling himself to God, for there was fo
bope of parden in this world. Codlin then retired
with a firm and undaunted deportment, takinga
respectful have of the court as he went out. On
day preceding his execution, Mrs. Codlin left
-town for Windsor, with a petition to his Majesty,
which, however, her husband had declared he did not
‘conceive would be of any service; yet, ip spite 6f
this declaration, he was in the fullest expectation of
a respite until near twelve at night, when all his
hopes vanished, and the certainty of his fate burst
upon his mind, and caused the greatest perturbation
and- anxious.desire to see his wife. A person of the
name of Dring, who sat up with him, and to whose
kind and humane attentions he seemed tiuly sensible,
used every means to tranquillize his mind 5 this ef-
fect was at Jength produced; and, on his wife being
introduced to him, which;, by the considerate hu-
manity of Mr. Kirby, was done early in the morn.
ing ('she having returned to Mr. Kirby’s house be-
tween two and three o’clock), he was perfectly
fomposed, Anpy description of their parting *::';;
. ' . : : wonie
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would be a mockery of real woe, After the trying
conflict was over, the sacrament was administered bz
Dr. Ford to Mr. Codlin, in which ceremony b

friend Dring also partook ; the behaviour of the
prisoner now assumed the manly and firm dignity.
of the assured christian. He freely commpoicated
to Mr. Dring all the circumstances of his erime;
but the particulars of the conversation, so far as
they respect his accomplices, were, for obvious rea-
sons, prudently omitted. At Brighton, he sand,
between five and six guineas were given him, and
he was urged to-go off, being assured that if he
was taken he would be hung. On Saturday morn-
ing, November 27, 1802, this unfortunate man was
brought out of the goal of Newgate to proceed to
undergo the last extrpmity of his sentence at the
Docks at Wapping. On leaving the prison to get
‘into the mourning cart which was to cohvey him to
the place of execution, he in the most gratefully.
pathetic manner returned his acknowledgements to
Mr. Kirby, for his many kind attentions and in-
“dulgences to him since his condemnation. He was
conducted from Newgate by Ludgate Hill and St.
Paul's, into Cheapside. A number of peace offi-
cers on horseback were at the head of the melan-
choly procession. Some officers belonging te the
Court of Admiralty, with the City Marshals, fol-
lowed next. The Sheriffs were in a coach, as was
also the ordinary of Ncwgate, the Rev. Dr. Ford,
Codlin was in a cart, with a rope fastened round
‘his neck and shoulders. He sat between the execu-
tioner and his assistant. He wore a blue coat, 2
white waistcoat, buff-coloured velvet breeches, and
white stockings. He seemed a well-built figure,
rising somewhat abeve the middle size, in the very
prime of his'strength; and, perhaps, about 35. 02

. . 3

’ 3



CODLIN. / 153

sk years of age. Ashe passed down Cheapfide,
.Cornhill, and Leadenhall-street,and onward through
Aldgate, and Ratcliffe Highway, he continued to
read "the accustomed prayers with great devotion,
in which he was joined by those who sat with him
in the cart. His behaviour was in the most strik-
ing degree decent and manly. His looks wore a
composare very different fromithat of the insensi-
bility of intoxication, false hopes, or of brutish stu-
pidity or indifference. There was in_ his counte-
nance an expression of intelligence, firmness; and
resignation, which shewed that he had in him dur-
“ing that awful hour, all the fortitude and fecling of
a man. The obstructions by the different turnings
in the way, and by the concourse of people filling
every passage, did not seem to disturh the settled
firmness of his mind.  As the procession drew near
to the scene of execution, the difficulties of the pas-
sage grew continually gredter, so that it was hard-
ly possible for the peace-officers to clear the way.
At the éntrance towards the dock, it became ne-
cessary that the criminal should be moved out of
the cart, to walk to thescaffold, which was yet at
some distaiice. He descended from the cart with
the assistance of those who were beside him. After
coming down, he stood as erect as the confinement
of *his arms and shoulders would allow. His looks

still wore an air of unchanged firmness. He walked:

on with a steady step, and was even observed by
spme gentlemen to chuse the least dirty paths, so
as to avoid bemiring his legs while he went on.
He ascended the ladder to the scaffold without be-
traying any émotions of terror. On the scaffold he
joined in prayers with the clergyman, who was there
in attendance for two or three minutes. During this

awful stene his deportment was remarkably scrcrl!;;
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He repeatedly declared that he forgave his associs
ates, He confessed the justice of his sentence, and
begged the Ordinary to accept his most grateful ac~
knowledgements for his pious and friendly admeni~
tions, by the assistance of which he died in_peace
with all mankind, and in the most implicit belief
of the forgiveness of the Almighty. He shook the
clergyman’s band in taking forewell, with some-
what of a convulsive grasp.’ A cap was put on hi¢
head-<he drgw it with his own hands over his eyes.
The board, upon a signal from the sheriff, who sat
in an opposite window, was soon after dropped from
under his feet. In two or three minutes he appeas«
ed to expire without a struggle. His body, aftes
hanging for the due length of time, was cot down,
and carried away in a boat, by his friends. Ay im-
mense concourse of people attended his progrese
from the goal to the place of execution ; it conti-
nually augmented while he proceeded. - When he
reached the xcaffold, the whole neighbourhood to &
considerable distance was filled with one throngs
all the decks of the ships round the dock, and a mul-
titude of boats on the river, were equally crowded
with spectators. The solemnity of thé occasion

seemed to make a due impression on the mob.
COLEMAN, RICHARD, (3UPPOSED MUR-
DERER), had received a decent education, and
was clerk to a brewer. He had a wife and seve-
ral children, who were reduced to accept the
buunty of the parish, in consequence of his having
been, ‘though innocent, found guilty at the assizes
held at Kingston in Surry, in March 1749, of the
murder of Sarah Green, on the 23d of July pre-
ceding. Sarah Green having been with some ac-
quaintance to .a bean-feast in Kennington-lane,
staid till a [ate .hour, and, on her return towards
Southwark,

»
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Southwark, she met with three men, who had'the
appearance of brewers’ servants, two of whom lay
- with her by force, and othewwise used her in so
inhuman a manner as will bear no deseription.
Such was the ill-treatment she had received, that it
was two o'clock in the morning before she was able
to reach her lodgings, and on the following day was
so ill, that she informed scveral people how she had
been treated;; on: which she was sent to 8t. Tho-
mas’s hespital. While in the hospital sh¢ declared
that a clerk in the ’(I:hen Berry’s) brewheuse
was one of the partios who had treated ber in such
an infamous manner; and it was supposed Cole-
man was the person to whom she aliuded. Tweo
days after the shocking transaction had happened,
Celeman and one. Daniel Trotman happened to cali
at the queen’s-head alehouse in Bandy-leg walk,
where the latter was perfectly sober, but the foimer
_in a state of intoxication. Having called for some
rum and water, Coleman was stirring it with a
spoon, when a stranger. asked him what he had done
with the pig; meaning a pig that had been lately’
stolen in the neighbourhood. Coleman, unconsci-
ous of guilt, and eonceiving himself affronted by
snch an impertinent question, said ¢ D—u the pig,
what is it to me ?** -The other, whq seems to have
had an intention to ensnare him, asked if he knew
Kennington-lane ? Coleman answered that he did,
-and added, ¢ what of that > The other then asked
him if he knew the woman that had been so eruelly
treated in Kennington-lane? Coleman replied yes;
and again said, ¢ what of that?" The other man
asked, ¢¢ Were not yon one of the parties concerned
in that affair '* Coleman, who, as before obs¢rved,
was intoxicated, and had no suspicion of design,

replied, ¢ If I had, you dog, what then 3 and
. 5 ' thuew

R ., . . .
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threw at him the spoon with which he was stirring
the liquor. A violent quarrel ensued ; but at length
Coleman went away with Trotman. On the fol-
lowing day, Coleman calling at the Queen’s Head
above-mentioned, the landlord informed him how
imprudently he bad acted the precedingday. Cole-
man, who had been too drunk to remember what
passed, asked if he had offended any person; on
which the landlord informed him of what had hap-
pened : but the other, still conscious of his inno-
cence, paid no regard to what he said. On the
29th of August, Daniel Trotman and another mau
went before Mr. Clarke, a magistrate in the
Borough, and charged Coleman on suspicion of
having violently assaulted and cruelly treated Sa-
rah Green, in the Parsonage walk, near Newington
church, in Surry. The magistrate, who does not

scem to have supposed that Coleman was guilty, -
sent to him, and hired a man to attend him to the
hospital where the wounded woman lay ; and a per-
son pointing out Coleman,,asked if he was one of
the persons who had used her so cruelly.  She said
she believed he was: but as she declined tu swear
positively to his having any concern in the affair,
" Justice Clatke admitted him to bail, ~ Sometime af-
terwards Coleman was again taken before the ma-
gistrate, when nothing positive being sworn against
him, the justice would have absolutely discharged
him: but Mr, Wynne, the mgster of the injured
girl, requesting that he might once more be taken
to sce her, a time was fixed for that purpose, and
the justice took Coleman’s word for his appcarance.
The accused party came punctually to his time,
bringing with him the landlord of an alehouse where
Sarah Green had been on the night of the affair,
with the three men who rcally injured her: this
. . publican,

.
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publican, and the other peoplé, declared on oath
_that Coleman was not one of the parties. On the
following -day Justice Clarke went to the hospital
to take the éxamination of the woman on oath,
Having asked ber if Coleman was onc of the men
who had injured her, she said she could not tell, as
3t was dark at the time ; but Coleman being called
in, an oath was administered to her, when she swore
that he was one of the three men that abused her.
Notwithstanding this oath, the justice, who thought
the poor girl not in her right senses, and was con-
vinced iv his own mind of the innocence of Cole-
man, permitted him to depart on his promise of
bringing bail the following day to answer the com-
plaint at the next assizes for Surrey ; and he brought
his' bail, and gave security accordingly. Sarah
Green dying in the hospital, the coroner’s jury sat
to enquire into the cause of her death ; and having
found a verdict of wilful murder against Richard
Coleman, and two persons then unknown, a war-~,
rant was issued to take Coleman into custody.— .
~Though this man was conscious of his innocence,
yet such were his terrors at the idea of going to pri-,
son on such a charge, that he absconded, and se-
creted himself at Pinner, near Harrow on the Hill.
King George the Second being then at Hanover,
.a proclamation was issued by the Lords of ‘the Re-
gency, offering a reward of sol. for the apprehen.
sion of the supposed offender; and to this the pa-
. rish of St. Saviour, Southwark, added a reward of
20l. Coleman read the adve tisement for his ap-
prehension in the Gazette, but was still so thought-
less as to conceal himself, though perhaps an im-
mediate surrender would have been deemed the
strongest testimony of his innocence ; however, to
assert his innocence, he caused thg following adver-
" . i P o tiscmen
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tisement to be printed in the newspapers. ¢ kK
Rictasd Coleman, seeing myself advertised in the
Gasette, as absconding on-account of the murder
of Sarah Green, knowing myself no way culpable,
do assert that I have not xbsconded from justiee 3
but will willingly and readily appear at the next as.
sizes, knowing that my innocence will agquit me.””
Strict search being made after him, he was appre=
hended at Pinner, on the 22d of Novembes, and
lodged in Newgate, whence he was removed to the
new jail, Southwark, till the time of: the assizes at
Kingston in Surry ; when his conviction arose prin-
cipally from the evidence of Trotman, and the de~
claration of the dying woman. Some persons posie
tively swore that he was in another place at the time
the fact was committed ; but their evidence was not
credited by the jury. After couviction he behaved
like one who was possessed of conscious innocence,
and who had no fear of death for a crime which he
had not committed. He was attended at the place
* of execution by the Rev. Mr. Wilson, to whom he
delivered a_paper, in which he declared, that he was
altogether innocent of the crime alledged against
him, He died with great resignation, lamenting
only the distress in which he should leave a wife and
two children. This unhappy victim to erroneoms
evidence, suffered the sentence of the law at Ken~
nington common, on the 12ta of April, 174%.
About two years after Coleman’s death, it was
discovered that James Welch, ‘Thomas Jones, and
" John Nichols, were the persons who actually treated
Sarah Green in that. inhuwan mapner which occa-
sioned her decease. These offgnders had been ac-
quainted from their childhood, and had kept the
murder a secref, till 1t was discovered in the follow-
g manner, . While Welch, and a young feliow,

named
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named James Bash, were walking o the road to
Newington Butts, their convetsation happened to
turn or the subject of those who had been executed
without being guilty 5 and Weleh said, ¢ among
whom was Coleman, Nichols, Jones, and I, were
the persons who committed the murder for which
he was hanged.”> In the course of conversation,

Weich owned that, having been at a public-house -

called Sot’s-hole, they had drank plentifully, and
on their return through Kennington-lane, met
with a woman, with whom they went as far as
the Parsonage walk, near the church-yard of
Newington, where she was so horridly abused

by Nichol. and Jones, that Welch declined ‘offer- -
ing her any farther insult, Bush did not at that -

time appear to pay any particular attention to
what hc heard; but soon afterwards, as-he was
crossing London -bridge with his father, he addres«
sed hini as follows: ¢¢ Father, I have been extreme-
lyill; and as I am afraid I shall not live long,
should be glad to discover something that lies heavy
on my mind.”” Accordingly they went to a public-
house in the Borough, where Bu:h rclated thisstory
to hix father, which was scarce ended, when sceing
Jones at the window, they called him in, and de-

sired him to drink with them. He had not begn *,

Jong in company, when they told him they heaid
he was one of the mutderers of Sarah Green, on
whose account Coleman suffered death.  Jones
trembled and turned pale on hearing what they said ;
but soon assuming a degree of courage, said,
"¢ What does it sighify ? 'The man is hanged, and
. the woman dead, and nobody ¢an hart us;™ t6
which he added, ¢ We were connected with a wo-
man, bat who can tell that was the woman Coleman
" died for?»* In consequence of this acknowledges

-

mept, Nichols, Jones, and Welch, were soon afte
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wards apprehended ; when all of them steadily de-

nied their guilt; and the hear-say testimony of
Bu:h being all that could be adduced against them,
Nichols was admitted evidence for the crown; ia
- consequence of which, all the particulars of the hor-
rid murder were developed. The prisoners being
brought to trial at the next assizes for the county
of Surry, Nichols deposed, that himself, with
Welch and Jones, having been drinking at the
house valled the Sot’s-hole, on the nighe that the
‘woman was used in such an inbuman manner, they
quitted the house, in order to return home, when

meeting a woman, they asked her if she would -

drink ; which she declined, unless they would go
to the king’s-héad, where she would treat them with
a pot of beer. Hereupon they went, and drank
" beth beer and geneva with her; and then all the
parties going forward to the Parsonage.walk, the
poor woman was treated in a2 manner too shocking
to be described. It appeared thdl, at the time of
the perpetration of the fact, the murdeters wore
white aprons; and that Jones and Welch called

Nichols by the name of Coleman; circumstances

that evidently led to the prior conviction of that un-

fortunate man ; as it caused the dying girl to mis- -

take their persons.  Oun the whole state of the evi-
dence there seemed to be 1o doubt of the guilt of
the prisoners, so that the jury did not hesitate to
convict them, and sentence of” death passed of

course, After conviction they behayed with the

_ utmost contrition, being attended by the Rev. Di.

Howard, rector of St. George's, Southwark, to’

whom they readily confessed their offeuces. They
likewise signed -a declaration, which they begged
might be publishcd, containing the fullest assertion
pf Coleman’s innocence ; and, exclusive of this ac-

: knowledgment,




COLLEDGE.~~COLLEY. -~ 161

knowledgment, Welch wrote to the brother of Cole-
man, confessing his guilt, and begging his prayers
and forgiveness. Jones wrote to his sister, then liv.
ing in the service of 2 genteel family at Richmond,
requesting her to make interest in his favour: but
the answer he received was, that his crime was of
such a nature, that she could not atk a favour for

- him with any degree of propricty. She earnestly

begged of him to prepare for death, and implore a
pardon at that tribunal where alone it could be ex-
pected. They suffered at Kennington common, on
the 6th of September, 1741, : :
COLLEDGE-—See Ramsay, J. .
COLLEY, THOMAS, (MURDERER), was of
Tow birth, without any education, and thus igno-
rant, became the dupe of prejudice and superstition
in the following manner. On the 18th of April,
1751, a man named Nichols went to William Dell,
the cryer of Hemel-Hempstead in Hertfordshire,
and delivered to him a piece of paper, with four-
pence, to cry the words which were written on the
paper, a.copy of which was as follows: ¢ This is
to give notice, that on Monday next, a man and a
woman are to be ducked at ‘Tring, in"this county,
for their wicked crimes.”™ This notice was given
at Winslow and Leighton- Bugzard, as well as at
Hemel-Hempstead, on the respective market-days,
and was heard by Mr. Barton, overseer of the pa-
rish of Tring, who being informed that the per-
sous intended to be ducked were John Osborne, and
Ruth his wife, and having no doubt of the good
character of both_the parties, he sent them to the
workhouse, as a protection from the rage of the
mob. _On the day appointed for the practice of the
infernal ceremony, an immense Number, supposed

‘to be u0 fewer than five thousand, awembled near
P3 the

-
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the workhousé at Tring, vowing revenge against

Osborre and his wife, as 2 wizard and a witch, and
demanding that they should be delivercd up to their
+ fury ; they likewise pulled down a wall belonging

to the workhoute, and broke the windows and their-

frames. On the preceding evening, the master
the workhouse, suspecting some violence from what
he heard of the disposition of the people, sent Os-
- borne aad his wife to the vestry room belonging to
the church, as a place the most liksly to secure
them from insnlt. The mob would not give credit
to the master of the workhouse that the parties
were removed, but rushing into the house, searched
it through, examining the closets, boxes, trunks,
and ewen the salt box, in search of them. ’lhere
being a hole in the ceiling which appeared to have
been left by the plaisterers, Colley, who was onc of
the-most active of the gang, cried out, ¢ Let us
search the ceiling.® This being done by Charles’
- Young, withaslitt!lesuccessas before, they swore they
would pull down the house, and set fice to the whole
town of Tring, except Osborne and his wife were
produced. The master of the workhouse, appre-
hensive that they would carry their threats into ex
ecution, informed them where the poor people were
concealed, on which the whole mob, with Colley at
their head, went to the church, and brought them
off in trinmph. This being done, the mob con-
ducted them to a pond called Marlston-Mere,
where the man and woman were separately tiéd up
in a cloth: then a rope was bound round the body
of the woman, under her anmn-pits, and two men
dragged her into the pond, and through it several
times; Colley going into the pond, and, with a
stick, turning her from side to side. Having duck-
ed her repeatedly in this manner, they placed her

by
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by the side of the pond, and dragged the old man
3o, and ducked him : then he was put by, and tlie
woman ducked again as'before, Colley making the
same use of his stick. With this cruclty the hus-
band was treated twice over, and the wife three
times ; durirg the last of which the cloth in which
she was wrapped came off, and she appeared quite
naked. Not satisfied with this barbarity, Colley
pushed his stick against her breast.  The poor wo-
man attempted to lay hold of it, but her strength
being now exhausted, she expired on the spot: Col-
ley then went round the pond, and collected money
oiy the populace for the sport he bad shewn them,in
ducking the old witch, as he called her. The mob
baving been dispersed, the body was taken out of
the pond, and examined by Mr. Foster, a surgeon,
when the coroner’s inquest being summoned on .the
accasion, Mr. Foster deposed, that ¢ on examin-
ing the body of the deceased, he found no wound,'
cither internal or external, except a little place that
bad the skin off on one of her breasts; and it was
his opinion, that she was sutfocated with water and
mud.”” Hereupon Colley was taken into custody,
and when his trial came on he made the following
defence :—*¢ I happened to be so unfortunate as ta
be at Marlston-green, among other people, out of
curiosity, ta see what the mob would do with John
Oshorne and wife 5 where, seeing that they used
them very barbarously, I went into the pond as a
fricnd, to save her ifyI could; for I knew both
very well, and never had any occasion 1o fall out
with them, but bore them good will. As for the
money I collected by the pond-side, it was for the
great pains I had taken in the pond to save both
the man and the woman.”” However, upon the
¢vidence of Mr. Foster, and that of several wha
’ witnessed

.
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witnessed Colley’s activity in the mob, lie wag
found guilty, and receivgd sentence of deathm
After conviction, he seemed to behold his guilt in
its true light of enormity. On the day betore his
execution he received the sacrament, and then sign-
ed the following solemn declatation, which he re-
quested might be dispersed throigh the several
towns and vitlagesin the county :

¢¢ Good People, :

¢ I beseech you all to take warning by an un-
happy man’s suffering ; that you be notdeluded in-
to so absurd and wicked a conceit, as to believe
that there are any such beings upon earth as witches.
It was that foolish and vain imagindtion, heighten-
ed and inflamed by the strength of liquor, which
prompted me to be instrumental (with others as
mad as myseif) in the horrid and barbarous mur-
der of Ruth Osborne, the supposed witch, for which
I am now so deservedly to suffer death. Iam fully
convinced of my former errot, and, with the sin<
cerity of a dying man, declare that I do not believe
there is such a thing in being as a witch 5 and pray
God that none of you, through a contrary persua-
sion, may hereafter be induced to think. that you
have a right in any shape to persecute, much lesg
endanger the life of a fellow creature. I beg of

you all to pray to God to forgive m¢, afd to wash -

clean my polluted soul in the blood of Jesus Christ,
my Saviour and Redeemer. -
¢ So exhorteth you all, the dying
: ¢ THomas COLLEY.”

The day before his execution, he was removed
from the gaol of Hertford, under the escort of a

hundred men of the Ozford Bhits, commanded by

seven

< fome
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seven officers ;' and being lodged in ‘the gaol of St.
Alban’s, was put into a chaise at five o’clock the
mext morning, with the hangman, and reached. the
Place of execution ahout eleven, where his wife and
daughter came to take leave of him; and the mi-
wister~of Tring assisted him in his last moments,
when he exhibired all the marks of unfeigned peni-
‘tence and devout contrition. - He suffered August
24, 3751, and was afterwards hung in chains at a
place called Gubblecut, near where the offence was
committed. '

COLLIER, WILLIAM. See Rann, Joun.

COLLINGTON, JURN, (INCENDIARY,) was
the son of a rector at Pluckley, near Sandwich in
Kent, and was qualified, by a liberal education, and
grear natural talents, to have made a very respect-
able figure in life; but his passions. were so vio-
Jent, and his revenge so implacable, that all whe
knew him beheld himn with horror. He used tode
clare that he would be a sincere friend, but an in-
veterate foe; and even while at school created such
dissentions among the other scholars, that he was
beld. in universal contempt, and was discharged
from more schools than one with marks of igno-
miny. At length his father apprenticed him'to a
grocer in Newgate street, London, but he behaved
am such a manner as to become an object of terror
to his fellow-servants, and rendered himself so truly .
disagreeable to his:master, that he gave up his in-
dentures, and discharged him. Having seived the
semainder of his apprenticeship with a grocer of
Maidstone, he opened a shop at Rye in Sussex,
where he Jived some years; but I fomented such
perpetual discord among “his neighbours, as to‘oc-
~asion several law-suits ; and scarce any one would

deal with a man whom every one had reason to de-
spisg.
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spise. From this place he went to Charingin Kenty
where he likewise kept a shop a considerable time
ut the same irascible conduct which had rendered
him an object of contempt at Rye, made him
equally obnoxious to the inhabitants of this place.
" He 'had not been long in business before he married
“a young lady,. with whom he received a cunsider-
able fortune, and by whom he had ten children.—
#is corduct towards them was the most extravagant
¢hat can be imagined. Six children, who died, he
buried in his own garden, nor would he permit any
_ of them to be baptized. - He frequently beat them’
in a barbarous manner ; and when the mother in-
terposed in their behalf, he used to confige her
whole nights in a saw-pit. Being remarkably fond
of sporting, his wife, when pregrant, requested he
would procure her a partridge; in consequence
which he went out, and shot several : but whea the
birds were dréssed, and ready for the table, one of
thie children happening to offend him, he corrected
it in 5o severe a manner as to endangef its life; and
the mother interposing for the preservation of the ~
child, he was so enraged, that he cut the partridges
in pieces, and threw them to the cats amr dogs.—~
This instance of worse than savage ferotity so af-
fected his wife, that she fell into fits and  miscar-
ried : but she had not been long recovered, wheg,
on her interposing in behalf of one of the children,
whom he was treating with severity, he threw her
down stairs,-and stamped on her breast, which gave
rise to a cancer that occasioned her death.  His fa-
ther dying soon atter this, he succeeded to a good
estate at ‘Throwleigh in _Kent, to which place he
rewtoved ; and took to- the practice of exporting
wool contrary to law, for which he was prosecuted
in the court of exchequer, and convicted to pay a

liage
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Jarge penalty ; but he avoided payment by having
previously conveyed his estate to another, and then
swearing he was.not worth five pounds. Being pas-
sionately fond of hunting, he was frequently pro-
sccuted for offending against the game laws, by
_which he was put to almost continual expense.——
Notwithstanding the treatmeut his first wife had re-
ceived from him, he soori inarried a secoud, by
whom he had also six childre, At length bis of-
fences ageinst the laws made for the preservation of
the game became so mumerous, that the dowager
countess of Rockingfmm built a cattage, in which
she plaeed one of her s¢rvants, a< a spy upen his
conduct. Collington, incensed by this cireum-
stance, tempted a poor countrymian to set fire to the
cattage ; but the man had courage and bonesty to
yesist the temptation. Hereupon be touk one of hig
servants, named Luckhurst, to Feversham in Kent,
at the time of the fair, and, on their way thither, -
tald him he wonld give him half a guinea 1o fire the
said cottage, which the man received and promised
to comply. On the followjng day, when Luck-
burst recollected the nature of the contract he had
hwen making, his mind was so disturbed that he
went to Collington, ‘and offered back the money,
declating that he would have 410 share in the trans-
action. Collington was »o enraged, that he threat-
ened to destroy him, unless he kept the money and
did as he had agreed; the consgquence of which
was, ‘the man fired the tottage at midnight, by
which it was reduced to the graund. This man
was so neglectful of his ¢hildien, that he would not,
buy them necessary apparel, 0 that they appeared
like beggars; nor would he even pay for their earns
ing to read. One of his sons, a bay twelve years
of age, having offended bim, he copfined him in a
. N 5,3 w.Aplt.'

\
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saw pit, where he must have been starved, but thae
he was occasionally supplied with food by the hu-
manity of the servants: and for this conduct their
brutal miaster turned them out of the house withe
out paying what was due to them. This inhuman
wretch then refused to maintain his son, so that
the child absolutcly begged his bread in the neigh-
bourhood : but he had not wandered long in this
manner, when Mr. Clarke, the churchwarden, re-
ceived him into his house, and provided for him
till the quarter-sessions, when he submitted the case

to the consideration of the magistrates. These .

gentlemen, having reflected that Collington was in

affluent circumstances, gave directions that the -

child should be properly provided for, and issued a
warrant for seizing on part of the father’s effects,
to defray the charge. This warrant was executed
by a constable whom Clarke attended—a circum.
stance which gave such offence to Collington, that
he vowed revenge, and bade Clarke make his will.
After this he hired five fellows to go to Mr. Clarke's
house, and demand the child, on pretence that he
belonged to a ship: but Mr. Clarke having the
magistrate’s order for his proceedings, said he was
- willing to answer for his conduct betore any justice
of the peace. No sooner had he thus expressed
himself, than they beat him in the most viokat de-
gree, and threatened his instant destruction, unless

he consented to accompany thém. These threats |

had such an effect, that he mounted a horse behind
one of them; but as they were. riding along, he
jumped oif, and ran into the court-yard of a gen-
tieman, whose gate happened to stand open, while

‘the other parties fired at him—but he escaped un- .

‘hart,  Here .he remained till the tollowing day,
when .hc went. to his own house, and theuce to a
e magistrate.
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magistrate, before whom he swore the peace against
Collington ; on which the magistrate granted a
warrant for his apprehension, and refusing to give
bail for his good behaviour, he was lodged in the
gaol of Canterbury. - During his confinement, he
continually threatened vengeance against Clarke;
and to execute his purpose, he sent for a labouring
man named Stone, and the above-mentioned Luek-
hurst, and offered them a guinea each, on the con-
dition of their setting fire to Mr. Clark’s barn, .in
which a considerable quantity of corn was déposit-
ed. - The villains agreeing to this bargain, fired
the barn at midnight, and likewis¢ a number of
hay-ricks, all of which were destroyed. Mr. Clark,
suspecting that Collington was the contriver of this
horrid “ scheme, made™ application to a magistrate,
who issued an order that the prisoner should be
more closely confined, and that the gaol-keepes
should take particular notice of his visitors, This,
precaution led to a discovery of the offenders: for
Luckhurst coming to procure more money of Col-
lingten, he was taken into custody, and conducted *
before a justice of the peace, to whom he confessed
the affair: and being admitted an evidence, Stone
was soon taken up as one of the principals. At the
following assizes held at Maidstone, Collington and
.Stone were brought to trial 5 when the former turn-
ed his back on the.court, with an air of such indig-
nation, that the judge declared he had never wit-
nessed so much insolence and contempt. The pri-
soners having been convicted on the fullest evi-
dence, were carried back to Canterbury, where the
debtors commiserated their unhappy circumstances :
but Collington made a jest of his situation, and
swore he did not regard it, ashe was certain-of ob-

. Q taining



" taining the royal mercy. His wife comjng 10 visit

- but recollecting himself, he enquired if Stone was

N

_ be buried.  This question so enflamed him, that be

“purposg¢ he dispatched an_express to the duke of
Newcastle; but the answer he reccived was, that

! . : "“1
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him, was so affected with grief as "to be unable to
speak to him for a considerable time ; but he bade
her not to give herself the least cancern, as ke was
certain of getting a reprieve, and haped to live to
be revenged on his cneties, even if he should be
transported. He frequently expressed himself in-
the most vindictive termns against his prosecutor\;
and appeared, in‘other respects, so destitute of -all
the feelings of humanity, that his condunet surprised
«very one who was witness to i, Thus hespent his
time without preparing for the sentence he wasto
suffer, and still boasting to his visitors that the rank
of life he held as a gentleman would secure him 8
pardon. Luckhurst, who had beeq evidence against
him, having been apprehended for committing 2
robbery on the highway, Coliington thought thisa
fair qpportunity to solicit a repricve; for which

he'muct not expeet any favour, for that the gentle-
men of the county had exerted their influence that
the law might be permitted to take its course. Qn
being informed the warrant for his execution wasar.
rived, his boasted courage left him. for a shart time;

included in the warrant ; and being answered in the
affirmative, said he lamented his situation more
thas his own ; after this he_goon recovered his spi-
rity, and still flattered himself with the hope ‘ot be-
ing pardoned, - The day preceding his execution,
he was visited by his wife and several relations, who
advised him to make a serious preparatian for bis
approaching fate ; and asked him where he wauld

SWoi¢
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swore he would not be hanged: but soon after-
wards calling for a glass of wine, he drank it, say-
ang, *¢ Let useatand drink, for to-morrow we die.”
On the following day, he was conveyed to the
place of execution in a mourning coach, and Stone
3macart: both of them being placed under the
gallows, Collington prayed with the minister, but
,declined making any speech to the surrounding
‘multitude. They suffered at Canterbury, on the
7th of August, 1749,

COOK, THOMAS, (MURDERER,) was theson
of a butcher, a man of reputation, at Gloucester s
when he was about fifteen years of age, his father
put him apprentice to a barber-surgeén, in London,
with whom he lived two years, and then running
away, engaged himself in the service of
Netdham, Esq. who was page of "honour to King .
‘William the Third : but his mother writing to him,
%nd intimating, in the vulgar phrase, that ¢¢ a gen-
tleman’s service was no inheritance, ** he guitted his
phace, and geing to Gloucester, engaged in the bu-
siness of a butcher, being the profession of several
of his ancestors. He followed this trade for some
time; and served master of the company of butchers
in his native city ; after which he abandoned that -
business, and tock an inn; but it does not appear,
that he was successful in it, since he soon afterwards
turned grazier. Restless, however, in every station
of life, he.repaired to London, where he commenced
prize-fighter, at May-fair. At this time, May-fair
was a place greatly frequeated by prize-fighters,
thieves, and women of bad character. Here pup-
pet-shews were exhibited, and it was the favourite
tesort -of all the profligate and abandoned. At
Jength the nuisance increased to such adegree, that
Quten Ann issued her proclamation for ghe sup-

Q2 pression
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pression of vice and immorality, with a particular
view to this fair; in conmsequence of which, the
justices of the peace issued their warrant to the
high constable, who summoned all the inferior con-
stables to his assistance. When the constables
came to supptess the fair, Cook, with a mob of
about thirty soldiers and other persons, stood in de-
fiance of the peace officers, at whom they threw
brickbats, by whom scme of the latter were wound-
ed. Cooper, the constable, being the most active,
Cook drew his sword and stabbed him in the belly,
and he died of the wound at the expiration of four
days. Hereupon Cook fled to Ireland, and (as it
was deposed upon his trial) while he wasin a pub-
lic-house there, he swore in a profane manner, for
which the landlord censured him, and told hiin there
" were persons in the house who would take him into
_ custody for it: to which he answered, ¢ Are there
any of the informing dogs in Ireland?—We in
London drive them ; for at a fair called May-fair,
* there was a noise which I went out to see—six
soldiers and myself+~the constables played their
parts with their staves, and I played mine; and
when the man dropped, I wiped my sword, put it
up, and went away,” Cook having repeatedly
talked in his boasting and insolent manner, was at
length taken into custody, and sent to Chester,
whence he was removed by a writ of Habeas Cor-
pus to London : and being tried at the Qld Bailey,
was convicted, and peceived sentence of death.
After conviction he solemnly denied the crime for
which he had been condemped, declaring, that he
had no sword in his hand on the day the constable
was killed, and was not in the ‘company of thost
who killed him. Having received the saecramenton

" the z1st of July, 1703, he was taken from Newgate
' . /tg
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‘to'be carried to Tyburn, but when he was got to
Hich-Holborn, opposite Bloomsbury, a reprievear-
yived for him till the following Friday. On_ his
return to Newgate he was visited by narhbers of his
acquaintance, who would have rejoiced with him on
his narrow escape; but e declined all company,
except that of those who would assist him.ib his
devotions.. On the Friday that he was to have
beén executed he received another respite till the
tith of August, when he underwent the severest
rigour of the law with the greatest penitence and
Tesignation. o .

COOK HE'NRY, (4IGHWAYMAN,) was the
son of creditable parents in Houndsditch, who,
having given him a decent education, apprenticed
bim to a leather-curter: as soon as he had
served his time, his father took the shop of a shoe-
maker, at Stratford, -in Esex, in which he placed
bhim. Having some knowledge of the shge-making
business, his onset was successtul, and he marricd a
young woman at Stratford, by whom he had three
children.  He now began to keep bad company,
and neglect his shop, by which means he became
volved, and was cbliged not only to quit hishouse
in apprehension of the hailiffs, but wholly to de-
cline business : and having taken up goods in the
name of his father, he was ashamed to make appli-
cation to him for relief in his distress. Aimong his
jdle acquaintance was an apothecary, named Young,
whe was conterned with him in robbing gardens
and fish-ponds, and in stealing poultry. The per-
sons robhed offered a reward for apprehending the>
¢ffenders; and Cook having been kndwn to seil
fowls atLeadenhall-market, a warrant was gianted
to take him into custody, but having notice of it,
ke concealed himself two months at the house of 2
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relation at Grays, in Essex. “Duringt his retreat it
was determined not to execute the warrant; but
Cook learning that a bailiff at Stratford had vowed
to anest him if he could be found, he sent the
officers a letter,  advising him to consult his own:
safety, for he would blow his brains out if he should
- meet him. This threat effectually intimidated the
- bailiff: and Cook having dissipated all his cash,
went to Stratford, where he quarrelled with his wife,
took away several articles of furniture, w=nt to
London, and sold them. He then lived at his re-
lation®s in Shoreditch, where he was treated with
civility while his money lasted. Being now driven
to extremity, he went to Moorfields, where he pur-
chased a pair of pistols, and having procured pow-
der and ball, went towards Newington, in his way
to which he robbed a man of fifteen shillings, and
returned to London. Thus embarked in tﬁe high
road to destruction, he deteérmined to continue his
dangerous trade ; and onthe following day went ta
Finchley-Common, where he stopped a gentleman,
the bridle of whose horse he seized, and ordered him
to dismount on pain of death. The rider gomply-
_ ing, was robbed both of his money and horse; but
* he offered the highwayman three guineas if he
would send the horse to an inn at St. Albans, which
he promised to.do: however, finding that he had a
valuable acquisition in the beast, he forgot his pre-
mise. He now crossed the country to Enfield-
Chace, and going to a public house where he was
kunown, said, that he wished to hide himself least he
should be arrested. Having continued here two
days, he proceeded to Tottenham, where he robbed:
a gentieman of- about six pounds, and leaving his
horse at an inn in Bishopsgate-street, went to his
kinsman’s in Shoreditch, where he was inten-ogaa
- te
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fed respecting his possessing: so much money, but
he would give-no satisfactory answer. On the ful-
lowing day he went on to the St. Alban’s road, and
having robbed a stage coach of cight pounds, he
went to Enfield-Chace, to the house he had fre-
quented before ; while here, he read an advertise~
ment, in which his horse was so exactly described,
that he determined to retreat, and accordingly has-
tened to Hadley- Common, near Barnet, where he
robbed a gentleman, and exchanged horses with him.
Soon after this he went on to an inn at Mims,
where he saw a gentleman whom, he had €ormerly
robbed, and was so terrified at the sight of him,
that he ran to the stable," took his horse, and gal-
loped off with the utmost expedition. On the road
. between Mims and Barnet, he was met by eight
men on horseback, one of whom challenged’ the
korse he.rode, saying, that a highwayman had
stolen it from a gentleman, of his acquaintance.—
Coek replied, that he had bought the horse at the
Bell at Edmonton, of which he could give con-
“vincing proofs; on which the whole company de-
termined to attend him to that place: but when he
came near Edmonton, he galloped'up a lane, where
he was followed by all the other parties; and find-.
ing himeelf in danger of being apprehended, he
faced his pursuers, and presenting a pistol, swore
he would fire, unless they retreated : some country-
men coming up at this juncture, he quitted his
horse, and, favoured by the darkness of the night,
took shelter in 2 wood. As soon a$ he ventured
from his lurking place, he hastened to London, and
going to the house of his relation in Shoreditch, was
challenged with having committed robberies on the
highway : but to all enquiries he returned unsatis-
factory answers,  Having spent all his cash, he
A . went
.
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wvent again to Finchley-Common ; but his late nar-
row ‘escapé magde such an impression on his mind
that he suffered several persons to pass unattacked 3
at length he robbed an old man of his horse and five
pounds, after it was dark. He then met a geutle-
man, whom he obliged to change horses with him
but, ina few minutes afterwards, the gentleman was
stopped by the owner of the stolen horse, who said
a highwayman had just robbed him of it. Enraged
- at this, the gentléman swore the place was infested
with thieves; however, he delivered the horse, and
walked to London. Cook riding to his old place
of rerort near the Chase, remained taere three days ;
but secing the horse he had last stolen adVertised,
he rode off in fear “of discovery, but had not pro-
- ceeded far, before he was seized by the‘owner of the’
horse, and three other persons, wha conducted him
to Newgate. At the next Old Bailey sessions he
~was indicted for stealing this horse, but acquitted,
because the owner would not swear to his person.
$oon after his dischaige, he returned to his formet
Ppractices, bat his affairs with his creditors havin;
been by this time adjusted by his friends, he lived
at Strutford with his wife, and committed his de-
predations chiefly on Epping Forest. Having ac-
quired a booty of thitty peunds, he shewed it-to s
ffrurneyman he kept, named Taylor, and asked him
ow he might employ it to the best advantage in
buying leather : Taylor, guessing how it had beew
obtained, dffered to go partners with his master in
committing robberies on the highway, and the con-
tract was instantly made. They now stopped a
eat number. of coaches on the bordersof the
orest 3 but acted with such an uncommon degres
ef caution, thit they were for a jong time unsus-
pected 5 but so great was the alarm spread by theit
s -~ . . {C;’Calw
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repeated outrages, that a Captain - Mawley took a
place in the basket of the Colchester coach to make
discoveries: and Cook and Taylor coming up to
demand the money of the passengers, Taylor was
shot through the head: on which Cook ran to the
captain, and robped him of his cash, on threats of
instant death. The carriage driving on, Cook be-
gan to search his deceased companion for his money,
but. some of the neighbours coming up, be retired
behind a hedge, to listen to their eonversation ; and

aving found that some of them knew the de-,
ceased, and intimnated that he bad been accompa-
nied by Cook, he crossed the ‘fields to London.
After spending three days in riot and dissipation,
he went to his relation in Shoreditch, whom he re-
quested tc go to S.ratford, to enquire the situation
- of affairs there, When his relation returned, he

told him there were several warrants issued against
him, and advised him to go to sea. Instead of
following his counsel he bought a horse, and rode
to Brentwood in Essex, where he heard much con-
versation of himself, being styled the famous bigh-
swayman of Stratford. On the next day he fol-
lowed a coach from the inn where he had put up,
and took about thirty pounds from the passengers.
He now connected himself with a gang of desperate
highwaymen in London, in conjunction with whom
he stopped a coach near Bow, in which were some
young gentleman from a boarding-school. A ‘Mr.
Cruikshanks riding up at this instant, one of the
Eang demanded his money, but as he hesitated to

eliver it, another of them knocked him down, and
killed him on the spot, After which the robbers
went to a public-house near Hackney-marsh, and
divided the spuils of the ¢cvening. He soon qlutt;g

. : ¢ R
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this gang, and béing oppressed inmind by contemp-
Jation on his crimes, and particularly on the mut-
~der of Mr. Cruikshanks, he went to St. Albans,
where he assumed a new name, and worked as a
Journcyman shoemaker for about three weeks : but
a highwayman having been pursued through the
town, the terrors of his conscience were such, that
he hastily Jeft the shop, and ran across the codntry,
towards Wobum in %edfordshirc. On his way,
he vobbed a farmer of fifty pounds and his horse,
and bade him sue the county. The farmer sooh
raised the hue-and-cry, but Cook escaped for tht
resent, and riding as far as Birmingham, took
odgings at a public-house, and disposed of his
horse, - He now assumed the name of Stevens : and
the landlord of the house where he lodged teﬂing
him, that there was a shop to let, he took it, ‘an
entered into business as a shoemaker. He hited
one Mrs. Barrett as his House-keeper, who at length
became his more intimate companion ; and accom-
panying him to hoise-races, and other places of
public diversion, his fittle money was soon dissipa-
ted. Thus situated, he told his house-keeper that
he had an aunt in Herefordshire, who allowed hith
, 3o0ol. per annum, which he received in quar-
terly payments, and that he would go to her for his
money.- Under this pretence he Jett her, and went
to Northampt.n, and from thence to Dunstable,
near which place he robbed a farmer of his horse,
‘and sixteen pounds, and then rode to Daventry.
At this last place he met with a Manchester dealer,
going home from London; and having spent the
evening together, they travelled .in company next
day, and dined at Coventry. Cook having an in-
tention of rpbbipg his fellow-travelier, intimated
| that

,
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that it would be proper to conceal their thoney, as
they had a dangerous road to travel; and puttin
his own money in his boot, the oth.r put a purse o%
gold into his side-pocket. As soon as they had
Jeached a ~crgss-road, Cook demanded his compa-
niqa’s money, on pain of immediate death; and
having robbed him of thirty.five guineas, hs re-
turned immediately to Birmingham; when Mrs.
Barrett imagined he had been supplied by his aunt.
e now carried on trade as usual. But as soon ashg
was distressed for cash, he had recourse to the road,
and recruited his pockets by robbing the stages,
At length a London trader coming toiirmingham,
asked him how long-hehad lived there; which so ter-
rified him that he quitted the place, and travelled
towards London, On his way, near Highgate, he
rabbed a gentleman, named Zachary, of his horse
and money. Qn this horse be -rode to Epping
Forest the following day, and having robbed a gen=
tleman, rcturned to London by the way of Strat-
ford, at which place he spoke to a number of his
old acquaintance, but was not imprudent enough tg
quit his horse. Going to a house he had frequen-
ted at Newington Green, he sent for his relatiog
who lived near Shoreditch, who advised him to make
his escape, or he wopld certainly be taken into cys»
tody. Qn this he went to Mims, and his relation
visiting bim, Cook begged he would sell five
watches for bhim; but the other declined it, re~
commending bim to dispost af ‘them himself i
Londgn. Qn the following evening, when it was
almost dark he rodé towards town, and observing &
chaise behind, perrnitted it to pass, and fuliwed it
to the descentof the hill towards Holloway. Therg
were two gentleen in the chai-e, whose money
Cook demanded ; byty instead ¢f cgmglying,dthgy
fove
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drove on the faster, on which he fired, and wounded
one of them in the arm ; but the report of the pis-
tol bringing some people towards the spot, he gal-
lopped off, and went to Mims, his old place of re~
treat. Coming to London next day, to sell his
watchies, he wasseen in Cheapside by a woman who
knew him, and followed him to Norton Falgate,
where observing him go into a public house, she
.went and procured a. constable, who took bim into
custody, aud found on him five watches, and about
nine pounds in money. -On his examination before
a magistrate, Mr. Zachary, whom he had robbed
near Highgaie, swearing-to the identity of his per-
son, he was committed to Newgate. He now
formed a scheme to murder the keepers, and make
his escape ; but being detected, he was confined to
the cells; and when brought to his trial at the Old
Bailey, was capitally convicted.  After sentence of
death he for some time affected a gaiety of beha-
viour ; but when the warrant for his execution ar-
rived, he was so struck with the idea of his ap-
proaching fate, that it occasioned convulsive fits,
from which he never afterwards recovered. He
suffered at Tyburn, Dec. 16, 1741.

COOKE, ARUNDEL, esq. (FELON,) who,
with his accomplice, John Woodburne, was the
first who suffered on what his called the Coventry
Ad, which took its rise from the following circum-
stance :=Sir Johu Coventry, in the reign of Charles
the Second, having opposed the measures of the
court in the House of Commons, in revenge some
armed villains attacked him one night in Covent-
garden, slit his nose, and cut off his lips. Shock-
ed by so barharous a deed, the members of both
houses of parliament passed an act in a few days,
by which it was ordained, that ‘¢ Unlawfuly cut-
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ting aut, or disabling the tongue,. of malice.afore-
thought, or by lying in wait, putting out an eye,
. slitting the nose vr lip, or cutting off or disabling
any limb or ipember of any person, with intent to
_maim or disfigure, shall be felony without benefit - -
of ¢clergy *.>° By this law it is likewise enacted,
that ¢ Accessaries shall be deemed principals.””—
Mr. Ccoke was born at Bury St. Edmuid’s, in
the county of Suffolk. His father was a man of
fortune, and when he had given him an university
education, he sent him to the temple to study the
law, after which he was called to the bar, and act-
ed as’a counscllor. | After some time he mairied a
young lady, the sister of Mr. Crisps who lived in
the neighbourhood of his native place. Mr. Ciisp
being a gentleman of large property, but of a bad
state of health, made his will in favour of Cooke,
subject only to a jointure for his sister’s use, which_
was likewise to become the property of the counsel-
_lor, in case the lady died beforc her husband. It
was not long after Mr. Crisp had made his will,
before he recovered his health in some degree 5 but
he continued an infirm man, though he lived a
number of years. This partial recovery gave great
uneasiness to Cooke, who wishing to possess the
estate, was anxious for ;he‘,death of his brother.in-
law, though, as he had art enough to conceal his
_ sentiments, they appeared to liye on tolerable terms.
However, he at length grew so impatient, that he
could not come into possession by the death of Mr,

"~ ® Thereis a similar act in Ircland, called ¢ The
Lhalking Act,” on which one Lamb, a butcher,
. was the first who suffered. EpiTOR. .

VoL. 1. R Crisps.
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" Crisp, that he resolved to remove him by murder ?
and for that purpose he engaged John Woodburne,
a labouring man, who had six children, to assist
him in the execution of his diabolical plan ; for
which piece of service he promised to give him a
hundred pounds. ‘“The man was unwilling to be
concerned in this execrable business ; but reflecti-
ons on his poverty, and the largeness of his family,
tempted him to comply. On this it was agreed the
murder should be perpetrated on Christmas even-
ing ; and as Mi. Crisp was to dine with.Cooke on
that day, and the church-yard lay beiween one
Louse and the other, Woodburne was to wait, cone
cealed behind one of the tomb-stones, till Cooke -
gave him the signal of attack, which was to bea
loud whistle. Crisp came to his appointment, and
dined and drank tea with his brother-in-law ; but
declining to stay to supper, he left the house about
nine o’cleck, and was almost immediately followed

- into the church yard by Cooke, who giving the
agreed signal, Woodburne quitted his place ef re-
treat, knocked down the unhappy man, and cut
and maimed him in a terrible manner, in which he
was abetted by the counsellor. Imagining they

- had dispatched him, Mr. Cooke, rewarded Wood~
burne with a few shillings, and instantly went home,
but he had not been arrived more than a quarter of
an hour, before Mx. C. knocked at the door, and en-
tered covered with wounds, and almost dead through
loss of blood. He was unable to speak, but by bis
looks seemed to accuse Cooke with the intended
murder, and was then:put to bed, and his wounds
dressed by a surgeon. At the end of about a week
he was so much mended, as to be removed to his
own house. He had no doubt but Cooke was on:_

. o
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of the persons who had assaulted him ; but had re-
solved not to speak of the affair till future circum-
stances made it necessary for him to inform a court®
of justice of what had happened. The intended as-
sassination-having greatly engaged the attention of
the neighbours, Woodburne was apprehended on
suspicion ; When making a discovery of the whole
truth, Cooke was also taken into custody. They
were brought to their trials at the next assizes, and
both convicted. When they were called upon to re-
ceive sentence of death, Cooke desired to be heard ;
and the court complying with his request, he urged
that ¢¢ Judgment could not pass on the verdict, be=~
cause the act of parliament simply mentions an
imtention to maim or deface, whereas he was firmly
resolved to have committed murder.” He quoted
several law cases in favour of the arguments he had
advanced, and hoped that judgment might be re-
spited till the opinion of the twelve judges could be
taken on the cause. The council for the crown
opposed the arguments of Cooke—insisted that the
erime came within the meaning of the law, and
boped that judgment would pass against the' pri-
soners. Lord Chief Justice King, who presided on
this occasion, declared he could not admit the force
of Mr. Cook’s plea, consistent with his own oath
asa judge—*¢ for (said he) it, would establish a
principle in the law, inconsistent with the first die=
tates of natural reason, as the greatest villain might,
when counvicted of a smaller offence, plead that the
judgment must be arrested, because he intended to
commit a greater. In the present instance (said
he) judgment cannot he arrested, as the intention
is naturally implied when the crime is actually
committed.”  His Jordship said that ¢¢ Crisp was
assassinated in the manner laid in the indictment—.;
. , . R 3% A
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it is therefore fo be taken for granted, that the in-

tention was to maim and deface ; wherefore the -

court will proceed 'to give judgment ;—and ac- "
cordingly sentence of death was passed on Cooke
and hisaccomplice. After condemnation, the for-

, mei employed his time principally in endeavours to
procure a pardon, and when he found his expectati.
ons failed him, hé grew reserved, and would not ad-
miteven the visits of his friends. On the contrary,
‘Woodbu:ne was all penitence and contrition—sin-
cerely lamenting the crime he had been guilty of,
and the miserable situaticn in which he left his poor
children. A short time before the day of execution, -
Cooke wrote to the sheriff, requesting that he might

" be hanged in thé night, to prevent his being expos-'
ed to the country people, who were expected from -

" all the adjacent tawns and villages ; and, in conse-
quence hereof, he was hanged at four o’clock in -
the morning, and Woodburne was executed in the
afternoon of the same day. The latter behaved
with every sign of penitence ; but Cooke’s conduct’
was’ very unfecling, and he absolutely retused to
confesshis crime. ke suffered at Bury St. Edmund’s
the sth of Apiil, 1722. )

COOPER, JAMES, (MURDERER) wasthe son
of'a butcher at Lexden in Essex, who having whol-
ly neglected his education, employed him in his
own business at the early age of ten’years. Hav-
ing lived with his father till he-was a2, he then
married and opened a shop at Colchester, where he
dealt largely as a butcher, and likewise became a
cattle-jobber. At the end of thirteen years he
found his losses so considerable, that he could no
longer carry*on business; and one of his creditors'

, afresting him, he was thrown into the King’s

bench prison ; but as his wifestill carried on trade,-
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he was enabled to purchase the rules. Soon after
- this the marshal ot the King’s bench dying he was
obliged to pay for the rules a second time. Henow
sued for an allowance of the groats, according to
the act, which were paid him for about a year, but
being afterwards neglecteds he got out of pri-on,
and took a shop intheMint, Southwark, where he
cairied on his business with some success, his wife
maijntaining the family in the country. At length
he was arrested by another creditor, and waited two
{ears for the benefit of an act of insolvency. On
“his going to Guildford, to take the benefit of the
. act, he found that the marshal had not inserted his
name in the list with the names of the other pri-
soners; and having informed his creditor of this cir-
cumstance, the marshal was obliged to pay debt
and costs ; the debtor was discharged, and the mar~
shal fined 100l. for his neglect. Having now ob-
tained his liberty, and his wife dying about the
same time, and leaving four children, he sent for
them to London ; and not long afterwards married
a widow, who had an equal number of children.—
He now got unfortunately acquainted with Duncalf
and Burrell, the former a native of Ireland, and a
notorious thief ; the latter a scldier’ jn the ggérds.
These men advising him to'commence ¥obber, he
fatally complied with their solicitations, and joined
in their nocturnal depredations. Between Stock-
well and ‘Clapham they-overtook two men, one of
whom speaking of the probability of being at-
tacked footpads, drew a knife, and swore he
would kill any man who should presume to molest
them. The parties all drank together on the road,
and then proceeded towards London, when Cooper
threw down the man that was armed with a_ knife,
and took it from him, and then robbed him and

R 3 . his
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his acquaintance of a watch, about 2és. and their
handkerchiefs. Their next robbery was on Mr,
James, a taylor, whom they stopped on the road
to Dulwich, and took from him his watch and
money. He gave‘an immediate alarm, which
occasioned a purstit ; but the thieves affected an
escape. ‘Two of the three robbeis wearing soldiers®
clothes, Mr. James presumed that they were of the
guards, and going to the parade in St. James’s
park, he fixed on two soldiers as the parties who
had robbed him. These soldiers were accordingly
‘sent to prison, brought to trial, and acquitted, as
it was proved they had been at Dulwich about the
time the robbery had-been committed.—~While
Cooper and itis party were on the ook out near
Bromley, Duncalf saw a gentleman riding along
theroad ; and kneeling dowu, he seized the bridle,
and obliged him to quit his horse, when the others
robbed him of his wqt'éﬂ and two gnineas and a
half.  Meeting afterwards with a man and woman
on one horse, tear Farnborough in Kent, they
ordered them to dismount, robbed them. of near
40s. ands then permitted them to pursue their
journey. Soonafter they heard the noise of a num-
ber 61’2’-@;0;& who. were in_pursuit of them; on
which Cooper turned about,” they passed him, but
seized on Burrell, one of them exclaiming, ¢ This
is one of the rogues that just robbed my brother
and sister !> On this Burrell fired a pistol into the
air; to intimidate the pursners, among whom were
two soldiers, whom Duncalf and Cooper encoun-
tering at this instant, one of them was so danger-
ou:ly wounded by his own sword, which Duncalf
wrested from his hand, that he was sent as an inva-
lid to Chelsea, where he finished his life. ‘The bro-
ther of the parties robbed, and a countryman, kept

4 ooup
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up the contest, till the former was thrown on the
ground, when Burrell beat him so violently that he
died on the spot.  The robbers now pursued their
way to London, where they arrived without fure
ther molestation. Duncalf being provided with
a bag, now went with Cooper to a farm-house,
and stole all the fowls that were at roost, saying,
$¢ thie first man we meect must buy my chickens,””
They had not travelled far before they met with a
man, whom they asked to buy the fowls,—He said
he did not want any ; but they seized his horse’s
bridle, knocked him down, and robbed him of
above 12l. his hat and wig, watch and great coat. .
On one of their walks towards Camberwell, they
met with a man of fortune named Ellish, whose
servant was' Jighting him home from an assembly.
Putting pistols to the gentleman’s breast, his ser-
- vant attempted to defend him ; on which they
knocked him down with a bludgeon ; and the mas=
ter still hesitating to deliver, they threw him on the
ground, and robbed him of his watch, money, and
other articles; then tying him and his servant back
to back, threw them'into a ditch, ‘where they lay
in a helpless state, till a casual passenger released
them from their disagreeabie situation. After plun-
dering several others in a similar manner, Cooper
was resolved to be revenged on Mrs. Pearson, of
- Hill-farm, Essex, wbo was the first that arrested
him. Accordingly, he and his accomplices went
to the place,” and learnfhg that she was'on a visit,
waited till her return at night, when they stopped
hér and her servant, and robbed them of eight gui-
neas. On the following day Mrs, Pearson went to
a magistrate, and charged a persdn named Loader
with having committed this robbery; butita
peared that this man was a prisoner for debt ’tti l:l "
»
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time, the charge necessarily fell to the ground.—
Soon after, Cooper and his associates mét a farmer
named Jackson, in a lane near Croydon, who vio-
lently opposed them ; on which they knocked him

down, and dragging him into a field, robbed him -
of his watch and money, tied him to'a tree, and
turned his horse loosc ona common. For this rob-
bery two farriers, named Shelton and Kellet, were
apprehended, and being tried at the next assizes for
Surry, the latter was acquitted ; but the former
was convicted on the positive oath of the person
robbed, and suffered death. The three accomplices
being out on the road near Dulwich, . met two gene
tlemen on horseback, one of whom got from them
by the goodness of his horse, and the other at-
tempted to do so, but was knocked down and rob-
bed of his watch and money. In the interim, the
party who had rode “off (whose name was Saxby)
fastened his liorse to a gate, dnd came back to re-
lieve his friend : but the robbers first knocked him
down, and then shot him, Having stripped him of
what money he had, they hastened towards Lon-
don ; but a suspicion arising, that Duncalf was
concerned in this robbery and murder, he was taken
into custody on the following day ; and Cooper be-
ing taken up on his information, Burrell surren-
dered, and was admitted an evidence for the crown.
Duncalf did not live tosuffer the punishment he
merited ; for he had not been long in prison, be-
fore the flesh rotted from bis bones, and he-died a
dreadful monument of the divine vengeance, though
not before he had acknowledged several enormous
crimes ; particularly that a custom-house officer had
suffered transportation, by his having taken a false
. oath. Cooper frequently expressed himself in terms
of regret, that a villain so abandoned as Burrell
. should
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should escape the hands of justice. Inothér re- .
spects his behaviour was very resigned, and becom-
ing his unbappy situation.  He acknowledged he
had frequently deliberated with Barrell on the in-~
tended murder of Duircalf, lest: he should .become
an evidence against them: but he now professed his -
happiness that this murder- had vot been added to
the black catalogue of his crimes! When brought -
to trial he pleaded guilty, confessed all the circum- -
stances of the murder, and after sentence was pass-
ed upon him, appeared to be a sincere penitent for -
theerrors of hispast life. He sutfered at Kenrfng-
ton Common; August 26, 1750." L
COWLAND; JOHN, (MURDERER,) was the
son of reputable’ parents, who apprenticed him to
agoldsmith, byt of a vicious irascible' disposition.
—He¢ and some other hon vivant.had followed: Sir
Andrew Slanning, bart. who had made a tempo-
rary.acquaintance with an orange woman, ‘while in
the pit at Drury-lane play-house, and retired with
her as soon as the play wasended. - They had gone
but a few yards before Mr. Cowland put his arm
round the woman’s neck; on which Sir Andrew
desired he would desist, asshe was his wifée. Cow-
land, knowing Sir Andrew was married to 2 wo-
man of hanour, gave him the lie, and swords were
drawn on both sides 5 but some gentlemen coming
up at this juncture, no immediate ill consequence
happened. They all now agreed to adjourn to the
Rose tavern; and Capt. Wagget having there used
his utmost endeavours to recoucile the offended par-
ties, it appeared that his megjation was attended
with success'; but, as they were going up stairs to
drink a glass of wine, Mr. Cowland drew his sword,
and stabbed Sir Andrew in the belly, who finding
himself wounded, cried out *mutder ! Off Oj
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Lord Warwick’s servants, and two other persons
who were in the house, ran up immediately, and
disarmed Cowland of his sword, which was bloody
to the depth of five inches, and took him into cus-
tody. Cowland now desired to see Sir Andrew :
which being granted, he jumped down the stairs,
and endeavoured to make his escape ; but, being
pursued, he was easily retaken. Cowland was in-
stantly conducted before a justice of peace, who
committed him ; and on Dec. the sth, 1700, he
was tried at the Old Bailey on three indictments—
the fifst at the common law, the second on the sta-
tute of stabbing, and the third on the coroner’s in- .
quest for the murder. Every fact was fully proved
on the trial ; and, among other things, it was de-
posed, that the deceased had possessed an estate of
20,000l. a year, and his family became extinct by -
his death; and that he had been a gentleman of .
great good nature, and by no means disposed to
animosity. On Cowland’s being found guilty, sen-
tence of death was passed on him; and though
great interest was made to obtain a pardon, he was
executed at Tyburn the 20th Dec. 1700.
COX, WILLIAM, (ROBBER,) was the son of
a ribbon-weaver, who lived in Holywell-lane, near
Shoreditch.  His mother was esteemed honest and -
industrious, and was considered as the only person
of the tamily desérving that character. At a very
early time of life young Cox was initiated into the
arts of thieving by his own father. One day as they
were both passing through Grosvenor-strect, the
father observed a silver tankard in a window, and
attempted to steal it; but being prevented by the
iron rails of the area, he lifted the boy over them,
ordering him to take the tankard, which he imie-
diately handed to his father, and was then lifted
: again
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again into.thestreet. Soon after this' the son com-

- menced pickpocket, and in a short time he was rec-" -

koned the most expert of that fraternity. Being
" committed to Clerkenwell bridewell, he was reduc-
. ed to a most miserable degree of poverty ; but he
no sooner obtained his liberty, than he procured de-

cent apparel, and was from that time remarkably

clean and neat in his appearance. He lived some
years at the house of his uncle West, in Feather's-
court, High-Holborn, who encouraged him to pur-
sue those illegal courses which led to his destruction.
- He got unperceived into a grocer's, the corner of
Long-lane, in Aldersgate street, and stole a silver-
hilted sword from a room on the first floor.  Re-
turning through the shop with his booty, he was
asked some questions, on which he said he had been
playing with master Billy, which he had informed

himself was the pame of th2 grocer’s son, but on

going out of the shop the sword struck against the
steps, and he was taken into custody, brought to
trial, and escaped conviction. Being provided with
a tame sparrow, he Jet the bird fly into the window
of a house in Hanover-street, and the door happen-
ing to be opea, he went in, and concealed plate to
a considerable amount. Hearing some person
walking towards the room, he sought refuge in the
area,” where being perceived by an elderly gentle-
woman, who was the only person in the hause, he
burst into tears, and saying his sparrow had flown
into the window, begged he might be allowed to
. catch it.  The old lady complicd—and he soon
. found an opportunity of decamping with his booty,
It was his common practice to play at marbles and
other games with young gentlemen before the doors
of their dwelliugs, and he seldon’ suffered an op-
portunity to escape of gctting into and wbb;;ﬁg the

CLileS,
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" houses. . He had a.very remarkable boyish.appear-

ance ; and, on a variety of occasions.that circum- ¢

- stance greatly assisted him in the pursuit of his fe-

- by means,.o

Ionious designs. He became connected with a no-
toriaus thief, who called himself Capt. Davis ; and

ft, the most_artful stratagems that could
be suggested, ,thesc accompliees perpetrated a sur-
prising number of robheries. .Davjs was at length
apprehended, and sentenced to suffer death, buthe
was reprieved o coudition of transportation . About
the middle of the summer 778, the apartments of
‘M. Kendrick, in Oxford-street, were privately en-
tered, a bureau opened, and threc bank-notes, of
100l. ¢ach, and 140 guineas, and a silver watch,
stolen thereout.. Soon after Mr. Kendrick's rob-
bery, Cox, and Wm. Cjaxton, another accomplice,
'went togetber to Reading in Berkshire, and there
purchased three horses, for which Claxton paid with
one of the notes stolen from Mr. Kendrick, receiv-

. ing in part of change a 50l. bank note, which he

afterwards changed at the Bank for notes of smaller
value, tweo of which were found in the possession
of West, Cox’s uncle. On the first examination of
these offenders at the Public-office in Bow-street.
which was on Wednesday, August 11, West said
he received the notes of his wife on the day preced-

- ing that of her decease, which was-about the time

- of Mr. Keudrick’s robbery ; but on the following

. Wednesday he assured the magistrates that the notes
- had been in his possession three. yeais. In contra-

diction to this, it was proved the notes had not been

. many days:issued from the Bank. Mr. Knapp and

Mr. White, of ing, appeared, and the sol.

. mote, given in part of change of that of 100l. was

regularly traced from the hands of Claxton to the

- Bank, where be bad changed it for others of smaller

value
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se. WPest Wis dischrarged; the reeeiving of notes,
eh “are the produce‘ot- other - notes fraudulently
airfed; ot coming ufider the’ deseription:of the

§ afd Claxton-was adinitted an-evidence against
¢,* who was committed for trial at the ensuing
ions at the Old Bailey. ' The evidence against
c'was wholly circumstantial § but it was of such

2 nature-‘as to be almost: as.strong as pesitive

of ; and -on this evidence he was convieted ‘at

*  sessions-at the' Old' Bailey, i September, 1773,

bile-undef sentence of death, he seemed not re-
rkably shocked at the idea of the dreadful fate
it awaited him ; he was cheerful among his eom- -
nions, yet he appeared not wholly -regardless:of
: necessary preparations for eternity. He suf-
. ed at Tyburn the 27th of Oetober, 1773, The
:her vas'in America, under sentence of transpor-
jony at the time-of his son’s execution.
COYLE; RICHARD; Sce' RicHARDSON; ].
CROSSWELL, JOHN. Se¢ IsowirL, J.

D

DAMAREE;' DANIEL, (TRAITOR,) was wa-~
- tman toQueen Anne, whose whig ministers having
* sen turned out of, ory in the modern phrase, hav-
" .g resigned their-placesy the tory ministry succeed-
-1 them, and encouraged a young divine; named
s .enry -Sacheverell;: to inflame the passions of the
. ablicy by preaching agairst the scttlement made
. the zevolution, and inculcating all those doctrines
which were then held as the favourite tenets of
+hat they called the high church party. Sacheve-
21l was a man of abilities, and eminently possesse«.%
[ i
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of those kiml of talents which are calculated .to
inspire -such sentiments -as the preagher. wished to
fmpress his auditors with,, The doater’s,discourses
accordingly tended to imstigate the people against
the house.of Hanover, and to insinuate the rightof
the pretender to the throne of these realms, This
caused such a general commotion, that it becamea
necessary to bring him toa trial in some way ; and,
contrary to all former practice respecting a man of
-his rapk, he was tried before the house of peers, and
was silenced for three years, upon conviction. But
so excited were the Jpassions of the populace in con-
sequence of his insinuations, that they almost’ ador-
ed him as a prophet ;- and some of them were led to
commit outrages which gave rise to.several trials,
particularly that of Daniel Damaree, who, .on the
1g9th of April, 1710, was indicted for being con-
cerned, with a multitude of men to the number.of
five hundred, armed with swords and clubs, televy

- war against the queen. A gentleman deposed,; that
going through the temple, he saw some thousands
of people, who had attended Dr. Sacheverell from
Westminiter hall ; that some of them said they
would pull down Dr. Burgess’s meeting-house that
night ; others differed as to the time of deing it, bal
all agreed on the act, and the meeting-house was
demolished on the following night. Here it should
be observed, that .Dr. Burgess-and Mr. Bradb\iry
were two dissenting ministers, who had made them.
selves conspicuous by preaching in opposition to

* Sacheverell’s doctrine. ~Captain Orril swore, that,
on the 1st of March, hearing that the mob had
pulled dowa Dr. Burgess’s meeting-house, he re-
solved to go among them, to do what service he
could to government by making discoveries. This
‘witness going to Mr, Bradbury’l mecting, found
the
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the people plundering it, who obliged him te pull
off his hat.  After this he went to Lincolu’s-Inn-
Fields, where he saw a honfire made of some of
the materials of Dr. Burgess's meeting-houe, and
saw the prisoner, who twitled his hat, and said,—
¢ D—nit, I will lead you on—we will have all
the meeting-houses down—high chureh and Sache-
verell, huzza!™ It was proved by another evidence,
that the prisoner having headed part of the mob,
some of them proposed to go to the meeting-house
in ‘Wild-strect ; -but this was objected to by others,
who récommended going- to Drury-lane, saying,
¢¢ that meeting: house was worth ten of that in
Wild-street.”” Joseph Collier swore, that he saw
the prisoner carry a brass sconce from Dr. Burgess’s
meeting-house, and.throw it into the fire in Lin-
coln’s-Inn Fields, Liuzzaing, and crying, ¢ High
church and Sacheverell.,” There was another evi-
dence to prove the concern that the prisoner had.
in these illegal acts ;- and several persons appeared
in his behalf, but as in their testimony they contra-
dicted each other, the jury could not credit their
evidence, but brought in aspecial verdict. Another
of the rioters, (GEORGE PURCHASE, who was also
waterman to the Queen,) was indicted for the same
offence ; the witnesses were chiefly the same, and
their evidence almost similar : _Captain Orril swore,
that this prisoner ran resclutely with his sword in
bhis hand, and made a full pass at the officer who
commanded  the guards, and if one of the guards
had not given a spring and beat down the sword, he
would have run the ofticer through the left flank ;
that the prisoner, however, retired a little lower,
and the guards had by this time dispersed the mob,
having knocked down forfy or fifty of them in the:
action. ‘This prisoner also produced some wit-
82 nesses,

\
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. nesses, but as what they said did not..contradict:
the testimany. of the evidence against him, their.
depositions had no weight. The jury were satisfied :
with the proofs, but having a doubt respecting the

ints of law, they brought in a special verdict.
he verdicts respecting Demaree and Purchase be-
ing left special,, their cases wereargued in the court:
of Kiing’s Bench in Westminster-hall the following -
term, - before the Lord - Chief Justice - Parker, and!
the other judges;, when, though every artifice in the«
Jaw was made use of in their behalf, . they were ade.
judged to be guilty ; in consequence of which.they
received, sentence of death, and:sufferedat ‘Tybarn;-
on the 15th of Juney, 1710, Towards the close of/ -
the reign of Queen Anne, political disputes were:
carriéd. to a very unusoal height-in this kingdom.
The body of the people were divided into two great:
factions, known by the names of .High Cburch and,
Loaw Church ; but though the churchwas the word,
religion was almost out of the question, and the.
principal object of dispute was of a politieal kind:
‘The'question was, whether the house of HANOVER,
of the family of STUART, should sway the sceptres
of these kingdoms ; and so prevalent was the cacger
ethes disputandi, that tradesmen left their counters,

- and mechanics their tools, to enforce their opinions

on this important question.

DARKING, ISAAC, (HIGHWAYMAN,) was:
born in East-Cheap, where his father carried on the.
business of a cork-cutter. While very young he-
gave pregnant proofs of leis attachment to pleasure ;
and was esteemed by the young rakes, and even the.
ladies of the town, a youth of very superior qualifi-
cations. His love for women was remarkable ; and
thisleading him into great expence, he had recourse
to the highway to support his- extravagance; in:

. conse-

.
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consequence of which he was apprehended, and
being tried at Chelnsford, was capitally convicted,
and received sentence of death ; but, being then
very young, the judge respited him till the follow-
ing assizes, when heobtained a pardon, on the con-
dition of transportation for fourteen years, Pre-
vious to his being transported, the prisioners had
formed a design of murdering the keeper, turnkey,
&c. in order to effect their escape ; and. Darking
having obtained some knowledge of the secret,
made a discovery of it, in consequence of which,
his sentence of transportation was remitted, on the
terms of his serving as a soidier in the planta-
tions. Hereupon he was conducted to the Savoy-
prison in London, whence he made several efforts
to escape ; but not succeeding, he at Jength sailed
with manyothers, and was put onshoreat Antigua ;
but the life of a soldier being highly disagreeable to
him, he determined to quit the service, without per-
mission, as soon as possible. He had not been long
on the island hefore he ingratiated himself with the
captain of a ship, to whom he promised a large re-
ward, if he would land him in England. Hereupon
the captain took him on board; and concealed him
in the hold of the ship, so that, though diligent
search was made after him; he escaped undiscovered.
On hs arrivalin his native country, he renewed his
depredations on the highway, and committed a va-
riety of robberies in the western counties, and in
the middle of the kingdom ; but, apprehensive of
the conscquences that mfight ensue, - he entered on
board the Royal George man-of-war, in which he
was rated as a midshipman, In the summer of the
year 1760, the ship lay at Portsmouth ; and Dark-
g, getting leave of absenec for some weeks, em-

13 ployed
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loyed this interval in committinsa variety of rob-~
gcties. On the 22d of June, Darking met Lord
Porcival near Devizes, and presenting a pistol, de-
manding his money on pain of instant death. The
highwayman had a erape over his face. Lord Per-
cival gave him thirteen guineas, but, dissatisfied
- with that sum, he insisted on having more ; on
which his lordship was so provoked, that he forced
the pistol from his hand, and, pulling him to the
ground, leapt from the chaise to take him into cus+’
tody, Darking now ran away, and Lord Percival
pursued him. The highwayman turned about,
presented another pistol, and demanded his purse,
but. his lordship declaring he had no more money,
Darking mounted his horse and rode off, havin
_ first desired that Lord Percival would not appear
against him if heshould be tried. - Being appre-
hended on the following day, he was committed to
prison, and brought to trial at the next assizes, held
at Salisbury, when he was acquitted, because Lord
Percival would not swear positively to his person ;3
yet the circumstances against him were remarkably”
strong, for the money found on him agreed with
what Lord Percival had been robbed of, a pistol
wasin his possession, which appeared to match with
that his lordship had lost, and a piecé of crape had
been found in his pocket. Tn consequence of ques-
tions asked on this trial, Darking said that he was
born in the West Indies, and was quite a stranger
to this country ; that,” on his way from Bath to
Portsmouth, he had lost his road ; that,on the a
roach of night, ke went to avillage to refresh
imself ; and that, when he was apprehended, it
could be no wonder that a benighted traveller
should appear confused. He owped that he had

friends
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friends in England, but they did not- live near
enough to.do him any; service on this occasion. He
declared that he had purchased a pair of pistols,
one: of which he haii lost on the road, and was pro-
bably picked up by the;person who committed the
robbery with. which he was charged. He said, that
the cenfusion heappeared in when taken, arose from
his being accused ot a crime of which he was inno-
cent ; and accounted for the crape found in his pos-
session,. ' by saying it was what ke had worn ss a
neck-cloth, having been in the king’s service at Gau-
daloupe. On being acquitted, he asked for some
moncey which had been taken from. him on bis ap-
prehension, and which the court directed to be deli-
vered to him. T'he judge then remarked on the gene-
rosity of his prosecutor, and advised him to leave
off such dangerous practices as those in which e
had been concerned. Being told he was at his own
disposal, he seemed full of anxiety till his fetters
were knocked off, and thea he immediately set out
far London in a post-chaise. Oa his return to the
metropolis, he commenced his former practices, in-
festing the roads round London for more than aix
months, spending at bagaios, gaming houses, and
taverns, what be acquiyed by his lawless practices.
His robbesies having becn so numerous, he justly
became apprehensive of detection, and therefore
retired farther inta the country, where he continu-
ed his depredations for some time, but at len;th

returned to London. Having hired a horse in Pic-

cadilly, bhetravelied ta Oxford, where he slept ; and
the next day returned tawards Londan, he stopped
agentleman named Gammon, near Nett.cbed, and
yobbed him of his watch and money. Darking

now turned back, but the gentleman procecded
v, ., towards

5

ol e L
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towards town, having first stopped at aninn, and
left a description of the highwayman. Mr. Gam-
mon had not been gone more.than two hours, when
Darking came to the same inn, and gave the Jand-
lord two lettersdirected to women in London, say-
ing, that he should not go te town for two or three
days, and begging that the letters might be for-
warded. From the description that Mr. Gammon
had given, the landlord concluded that Darking was
the tobber, but as he carried 'pistols he did not
choose to secure him ; he was no sooner departed,
than the landlord enclosed the letters in a cover,
and sent them to London by the post,- directed to
Mr. Gammon. These letters giving a knowledge
of Darking’s lodgings, Mr. Gammon ‘applied to
Sir John Fielding, in consequence of which, proper
measures were taken for the apprehension of Dark-
ing, who was found in bed, some days afterwards,
with a woman of the town. He made an attempt
to escape out of the window, but was soon secured
and lodged in Newgate. On the approach of the
assizes, he was removed to Oxford by a writ of Ha-
beas Corpus, and being tried befcre Baron Adams,
- was convicted on the clearest evidence. When he -
was brought to the bar ro receive sentence of death,
he besought the clemency of the Judge, petitioning
to be transported for life ; in answer to this petition,
his lordship addressed him as follows :

*¢ Young-Man, .
¢ You have been arraigned upon an indictment
for a robbery on the King’s highway, and have been
found guilty, after a fair and candid trial. From
your youth you might have expected to have lived
many years ; and, from your education, might ll;au
cen,
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been. a comfort to.your friends and-velations, as..
well as a service to your.country ; but your:engag-
ing .in vicious and.immosal. courses hath .:at Jast
brought .you.to thisuntimely end..” A day of this
sort you could. not but have expected, aund it hath
now:-overtaken you. Happy would .it have been
for you, that -your former delivesance, in’ such a .
situation as this; had been a.memanto to you to
have altered your conduct. I'hape your present.
circumstances will have .a better effect vpon you,
and induce you to repgniance. Make pioper use
of.the time you have to. live, in.endeavoniing to
make your peace with God, for you will soon be'in.
another world 5. your application. to me for mercy -
igquite in vain ;. it is.not in my power to grant.it 3
from the King alone it isto be expected 5 of which,
however, I can give. you but little, very little
hop‘c-" ~ .

Before his executjon. he drank. freely, and . fre»
‘quently entertained himself with reading thg Beg~
gar’s Opera. At the.gallows his behaviour was
cqually unbecoming : he fitted the halter to his
neck, and threw hinself off with remarkable r.s.e
lution. Hesuffcred at Oxford on the 16th of April,
3761, .

DARWELL, —. See PaGce, Wn.

DAVIS, CAPTAIN. See Cox; Ww,

DAY, ALEXANDER, (SHARPER,) having
pretended to be a man of fortune, assumed the title
of Marmaduke Davenport, Esq. and taking a large
house in Queen's Square, asserted, that he possessed
a capital estate in'the north of England. He had a
footman, who seems to have becn an accomplice
with him. ‘This wan he sent to a livery stable, to
enquire the. price:of. a. pair;of hosses, Whl:iclli: "];,

. S
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himself afterwards agreed to purchase, and thenm
desired the stable-keeper te recommend him a coach-
man, a man rather lusty, as-he had 2 suit of livery-
clothes of a large size by him. The man was
accordingly recommended, but when thelivery was
tried on, Day observed, that as they did not fit him
he would send into the country for his own coach-
man ; but this objeetion was obviated by the foat-
man, who, saying that the clothes would fit with a
small alteration, the squire consented to hire the
man. When the stable-keeper saw the coachman
. he had recommended, he enquired to what. places
he had driven hisnew master, and being informed,:
to the duke of Montague’s, ' and other persons of
rank; he seemed satisfied; though he had begun
to form ideas. unfavourable. to his new customer.
Having kept his coach and horses something more
than a week, he gave orders to bedriven to a coffee-
house in Red Lion Square, where he drank half a
pint of wine at the bar, and asked if some gentle-
men were come, whom he expected to supper. Be-
ing answered in the negative, he went out at the
back-door without paying for the wine, and said
he would return in a few minutes. The coachman_
waited a long time, but his master not coming
back, he drove to the stable-keeper’s, who seemed-
glad to have recovered his property out of his dan-
gerous hands. It seems that Day made no small -
use of this coach while it was in his possession.
He drove to the shop of a lace merchant, named.
Gravestock, and asked for some Spanish paint ;
but the dealer having none of that kind by him, the
squire ordered fifty-five pounds worth of gold-lace,
to be sent to his house in Queen-square. When
Gravestock's servant carried the lace, Day desired
him to tell his master to call, as he was in want of
' ' “lace
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lace for some lich'~1iverics,» but he-must speak with
- his taylor before he icould asceitain the quantity
‘wanted, Mr. Gravestock attended his new custo-

mer, who gave him so’large an order for iace, that

if he had executed it he must have been a very con-
siderable loser, and the squire’s liveries would have_
. been gayer than those of any nobleman in London ;
however, on the fullowing day, he carried some lace
of the sort he had left beforey nor did he forget to
take his bill with him, but the person who should
have paid it was decamped. He also went to the
house of Mr. Markham, a goldsmith, and ordered
a gold equipage worth fifty pounds. Markham car-
ried home the equipage, and had the honour to
‘drink tea with the supposed Mr. Davenport, who
ordered other curious articles, and among the resta
‘chain of gold for his squirrel. Mr. Markham ob-
'serving that the squirrel wore a silver chain, which
he had sold té'alady not.long before, began to sus-
;pect his new customer, and waiting on the lady, en-
quired if she knew Marmaduke Davenport, Esq.—
-She answered in the negative, on which Markham
‘mentioned the circumstance that had arisen, and
describéd the person of the defrauder. The lady
~ now recollected him, and said that his name was
Alexander Day, and that he had cheated her of
property to a considcrable amount. In consequence
of this information, Markham arrested the sharper,
and recovered his property. On another occasion,
Day went in his carriage to the shop of a linen dra-
per, named Schrimshaw, agreed “for linen to the
amount of forty-eight pounds, and ordered a large
quantity to be sent to his house on the following
day, when he would.pay for the whole. The first
- parcel was delivered, -but the purchaser wasde-

camped when the linen-draper came wirl;co:lh.e
[ [N

»



»;20@ . DAY,

~ t seeohd. : After:fhis he went to the shop of a'tea.
" dealery mamed Kendrick, -and ordered: tea to the -
-'#mount of twenty-six pounds. °The tea wasismt
* in, -and the proprietor called for payment,’. wiren
-.Day gave him orders for a farther quantityj which
"he pretended to have forgot before, and ' told him
- to call' the next morning, when he should -be: pdid
- for it by the steward. The honest tea.dealer calfed
the next day, butneither the squire nor the stewsrd
" was to be found, His next adventure was con-
" trived to defraod Mr. Hinchcliffe; a dilk-mercer.
' Day going to his shop .in his absence, left word for
- him to call at his house to receive: a - large order.
The mercer went, and saw a carriage at the door,
and being told that the squire Had company, he

" waited a short time, during which the servants took
‘care to inform him, that Mr, Davenport was the
- son of a baronet in Yorkshire, and possessed a-large
fortune in that' county. “When hé saw the sup-
-sosed Mr. Davenport, he was told that he wanted
- some valuable silks; -and wished that a quantity
- might be sent, for him to select such as he approv-
ed, Mr. Hinchcliffe said, that the choice wouldibe
much better made by fixing on the patterns at his
shop. Hereupon Day took the mercer in his coach,
and on the way he talked of his father,- Sir Mar-
* maduke; and of other' people of rank, and said-he
was on the point 8f marriage with the daughterof
Counsellor Ward, and as he should be under a ne-
cessity. of furnishing a house in London, he should
want mercery” goods to a large amount. When
they came to the mercer’s shop, Day selected. as
ma.y damasks, &c. for bed-furniture and hang-
ings, as were worth a-thousand pounds. It looks
- as it l:lint‘hcliffe had now some suspicion, for:he
* told him that the ladies were best judges of such

articles,
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articles, and asked if he had not a lady of his ac-
quaintance whom he could consult, He readily 4n-
swered he had, ‘and ‘mentiohed Lady Davenport-as
his relation, saying, ‘ send the silks to my house,
and T will take her opinion of them.”” Mr. Hiuch-
cliffe said, he would send them, and permitted him
to take with bim two pieces of brocade, worth
about thirty pounds ; but desirous to know more
of his customer before he trusted him with the whole
- property, he went to CounssHor Ward, and found
that his daughter was already marricd to a.gentle-
man of the name of Davenport. Hereupon the
mercer went to' the house of the supposed squire,
but he was gone off with what property he had ob-
tained. It was likewise discovered, that Day hav.
ing casually met, at a coffee house, the Mr. Da-
venport, who had married the daughter of Coun-
sellor Ward, had prevailed on him ‘to call him -
cousin, on the pretence that they must be related,
because, as he alledged, their coats of arms were
the same. After a course of fraud, Day was taken
into custody, in the month of May, 1723, on sus-
picion eof his having robbed the mail; but it
proved that he was not the man: how:ver, there
were six indictthents brought against him for the
defrauds. In his defence he pleaded, that his in-
tention was to have paid for the goods he had pur-
chased on credit ; and he asserted, that he possessed
an estate in the county of Durham, which he had
mortgaged for 1200l. but no credit was given' to
-his allegations. Aftera fair trial he was convicred,
and sentenced to suffer two years imprisonnient in
“Newgate, to stand twice in the pillory, to pay a
fine of two hundred pounds, and to give secutity
for his good behavicut for two years after the term
" of his imprisonment should be expircd,
: T DES-
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DESPARD, EDWARD MARCUS, (TRal-
TOR,) was bornin 1750 or 1751, and descended
from a very ancient and tespectable family in the
Queen’s County, inIreland. He was the youngest
of six bgothers, all of whom, except the eldest,
had served either in the aimy or navy. In 1766,
he entcred the army as an ensign in.the sth regt, :
in the same regiment he served as a lieutenant, and
in the 79th he served successively as lieutenant,
quarter-master, captain-lieutenant, and captain.—
From his superior officers he received many marks
of approbation, particulaily from Gen. Calcraft of
the soth, Gen. Mepdows, and the Duke of North-
umberland. He had been for the last 20 years de”
tached from any particular torps, and entrusted
with important offices. In 1779 he was appointed
chief engineer to the St. Juan expedition, and con-
ducted himself so as to obtain distinguished atten-
tiop aid praise from Capt. Polson, wno commanded
on that occasion, He also received the thanks of
the council and assembly in the island of Jamaica,,
for the construction of public works there, and
was, in consequence of these services, appointed by
. the governor of Jamaica to be commander in chief
of, the island -of Rattan and its dependencies, and
of the troops there, and to rank as lieut.-colowel,
and field-engineer, and commanded as such on the
Spanish main, in Rattan, and on the Musquito
shove and Bay of Honduras. After this, at Cape
Gracias a Dios lie put himself at the head of the’

inhabitants, who voluntarily solicited him to take

the command, and retook from the Spaniards
Black River, the principal settlement of the coast.
For this service he received the thapks of the

governor, council, and assembly of Jamaica, and

of the king himself. In 1783 he wasmpromoted to
- ) the

N




CoL IDEsPaRT .






DESPARD.: 207 .

the rank of colonel. In 1784 he was appointed
first commissioner for settling and receiving the ter-

ritory ceded to Britain by the sixth article of ‘the -

definitive treaty of peace with Spain in 1783. Ha -

as acolonel so well discharged his duty, that he
was appointed superintendant of his Majesty’s
affairs on the coast of Honduras, which office he
held much to the advantage-of the crown of Eng-
land, for he obtained from that of Spain some
very important priviieges.. The clashing interests,
however, of the inhabitants of the coast, produced
much discontent, and the colonel was by a party

of them accused of various misdemeanours to his.
majesty’s ministers, - He now came home, .and de- .

manded that his conduct should be investigated ;
but was, after two years constant attendance on ail

~

the departments of government, at last told by mi-:

nisters, that there was no charge against him wor-

‘thy of investigation ; that his majesty had thought -
proper to abolish the. office of superintendant at’
Honduras, otherwise he should have been reinstat.

edinit. But he was then, and on every occasion,
assured that his services should not be forgotten,
but in due time meet their reward. He and ten
associates being indicted for high treason, Feb. 7,
1803, arter the preliminary -business of choosing
the jury was settled, the bill of indictment, which
consisted of ‘three courts, was then read. The
prosecution was opened by the attorney general,

who, in a very eloquent and impartial manner, laid .

before the jur§ the whole of the charge. ¢ The
eleven prisoners, including Despard, formed a so-
ciety at the Oakley Arms, in the parish of .St.
Mary, Lambeth. The most active members were

Francis and Wood, and their drift was to overturn

T2 the
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the government. His majesty having intended te
meet his parliament. a week earlier than he actually
did (on the 16th of January, instead of the 23d,)
they designed on that day to carry into effect their
plan, by laying restraint upon the king’s person,
and destroying him. They frequently attempted
to seduce soldiers into the association, in which
they sometimes succeeded, and sometimes failad.—
Francis administered unlawful oaths to those that
yielded, and, among others, to Blades and Wind-
_sor, giving. them at the same time two or three
copies of the oath, that they might be ena-
bled to make proselytes in their turn. Windsor
soon after becoming dissatisfied, gave information
of the conspiracy to a Mr. Bonus, and shewed him
- acopy of the oath. This gentleman advised him’
to continue a member of thé association, that he
might learn whether there were any persons of con-
"sequence engaged in it. Oh the Friday before the
intended assassination of his majesty, a meeting
took place, when Broughton prevailed upon two
of the associates to go- to the Flying-Horse, New-
ington, where' he would meet with. a zice man,
which nice man, as he stiled him, was the prisoner,
Despard.”  The first witness was John Stratford,
clerk to the magistrates of Union-hall, who appre-
hended Col. Despard at the Oakiey Arms. There.
were about thirty persons in the room, and they
. were all, except the colonel, of the lowest class,
and very meanly dressed. The printed papers found
in the roomn were then produced and read, consist-
ing of the form of the oath, &c. - This witness’s
cvidence was corroborated by the depositions of
other constables who had accompanied him. Tho.
Windsor, the chief witness, declared the manuer
in
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in which he took the oath, and the plan of the eon-
- spiracy. Having mentioned the intended mode of
proceeding, he said the prisoner observed that the
attack should be made on the day when his ma-
jesty should go to the parliament house, and that
his majesty must be put to death ; at the same time
the prisoner said, ¢ I have weighed the matter
well, and my heart is callous! > After the de-
struction of the king, ‘the mail coaches were to be
stopped, as a signal to the people in the country
that the revolt had taken place in town. The pri-
soner then desired the witness to meet him the en-
suing morning, at half past 11 o’clock, on Tower-
hill, and to bring with him four or five intelligent
men, to conisder upon the best manner for taking
the tower and securing the arms. The witness
accordingly met him at the Tyger public-house on
Tower- hill, having brought with him two or three
soldiers. The prisoner new repeated the declara-
tion, that the king must be put to death—and
Wood promised, when the king was going to the
house, he would post himself as sentry over the
great gun in the park—that he would load it, and
fire at his Majesty’s coach as he passed through the
park. The several meetings, consultations, &c.
were further proved by Wm. Campbell,- Charles
Read, Joseph Walker, Thomas Blades, and other
witnesses, Mr, Serjeant Best, in behalf of the pri-
soner, dwelt upon the incredibility of the witnesses.
“They were characters of no worth—and he urged
that the printed papers which were found were not
sufficiently proved to be' connccted with the pri-
soner—that the scheme was too romantic ever to be
setiously imagined—there was no arms—not a pike,
a pistol, or arusty musket—in fact, the attempts
of the heroes of the Oakley Arms, as set forth, far

. T3 exceeded
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exceeded all the wild sallies of Don Quixote. Lord.
Nelson gave a most excellent characrer of the pri-
soner. They were on the Spanish main together—
they served together, and he declared him to have
been a loyal man, and a brave officer.  On cross
examination, his lordship said he had not seen him’
since the year 1780, Sir Alured Clarke and Sir
Evan Nepean bore testimony of his having vbeen a
zealous officer. Mr. Gurney, the other counsel for
the prisoner, addressed the jury in an able speech; |
.and the Solicitor General having replied on the |
part of the Crown, Lord Ellenborough began ta
sum up nearly as follows :

¢ Gentlemen of the Jury,

¢ The prisoner stands charged with high trea-
son, of three sorts, not very different in their na.
ture—ist, for compassing the death of the king—
next, for compassing to seize his person— and 3dly,
for conspiring to depose him. The first of these
" is treason, by the statute of Edward IIL.—the two
last, by a recent statute of the present reign.—
* Eight distinct overt acts are stated as evidences of .
this intention.  Gentlemen, the overt acts are the #
" "holding conversations for effecting those malig-
nant purposes of the heart. The defendant’s coun-
sel say, that the proof consistsonly of words, and
that it cannot be treason.  If it consisted only of
loose words, the ebullition of an irritated or crazy
mind, it would not be treason, because it would be
too much to infer such a purpose as the destruc-
tion of the king from wordsso spoken. But when
words are spoken at a public meeting, and address-
ed to others, exciting and persuading them to that
purpose, it never wagdoubted by any ong English
o o lawyer,

o

ad
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lawyer—it never will be doubted but that the

amount to treason.  Another subject upon whic
I wish to say a few words is, the nature of evidence'
by accomplices. That he is a’ competent witness,
upon whose testimony you may found a conclu-
sion, cannot be doubted. If it were not so, it
would be a dereliction of duty in the judges sitting
here, and those who have formerly sat in courts of
justice, not to have repelled such witnesses from-
the oath, and have told the jury that they were not
fit to be credited. But they are always received ;
3nd although sullied with the contamination of the
crime which they impute to others, they are cre-
dible, though their testimony must be received
with caution.”” His lordship here read verbatim
the whole of the evidence taken throughout the
day. ¢ Now, gentlemen, this is the whole-evi-
dence ; see how it applies to the charge—first, with
respect to an overt act committed within the county;
it is proved at the Oakley Arms, and at the Fly-
ing Horse—that point of law is therefore satisfied.
‘The only remaining consideration is, whether you
will believe the evidence of Blades, Windsor, Em-
blyn, and Francis, or. any of them. You have
heard the high character given of the prisoner by 3
man, on whom to pronounce an eulogium were to
waste words, but you are to con-ider whether a
change has not taken place since the period he
speaks of.”> The jury, after about half an hour’s
conversation, returned the verdict, Guilty, but
earnestly recommended him to mercy, on account
of his former good character, and the services he
bad rendered his country.  The prisoner, during
. the whole of the trial, appeared very composed, nor
did he exhibit any marks of agitation whin the
verdict was returned. On the following Y‘{ftii';f;-
. ; * B day,
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day, the trial of the twelve other prisoners took
place, when the same circumstances, by ehiefly the
same witnesses, being repeated, nine were found
uilty, threc of whom were recommended to mercy.
he ‘usual question was then asked each seperately,
¢« What he had to say that sentence should not be
pronounced? ** when Colonel Despard remarked,
that he had been tried and convicted on the evi-
dence of such men as ought not to be listened to;
he was charged with seducing certain soldiers—
nothing could be more false ; he declared he never
had the smallest conversation with them on the
subject. Lord Ellenborough, in a style of awful
solemnity, highly befitting the melanchely, butjust
occasion, addressed the prisaners nearly to the fol-
lowing purport :—You, Edward Marcus Des-
pard—you, John Wood—you, Thomas Brough-
ton—you, Jehn Francis—you, Thomas Newman—
you, Daniel Tindall—you, JamesSedgwick Wrat-
ten—you, William Lander—you, Anthony Gra-
ham—and you, John M’Nawmara, have been seve-
rally indicted for conspiring against his majesty’s
person, his crown, and government, for the pur-
poses of subverting the same, and changing the
overnment of this realm. To this indictment you
ave pleaded Not Guilty, and put yourselves for
trial upon God and yout country, which country
has found you guilty. After a long, patient, and,
T hope, just and impartial trial, you have been all
of you severally convicted, by a most respectable
juiy of your country, upon the several crimes laid -
to your charge.  In the course of evidence upon
your trial, such discldsures have been made, as'‘to
prove, beyond the possibility of doubt, that the ob-
Jects of your atrocious, abominable, and traitorous
ggqs}ufacyfwere, to overthrow the government, and
. to
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to seize upon, and destroy the sacred persons of,
our august and reverend sovereign, and the illustri~"
ous branches of his royal house, which some of you,
by the most solemn bond of your oath of allegiance,
were pledged, and all of you, as his Majesty’s sub«"
jects, were indespensably bound, by yourduty, to

defend ; to overthrow that constitution, its esta=’

blished freedom, and boated usages, which have so
long maintained among us that just and rational
equality of rights, and security of property, which
have been for so many ages the envy and admira-"
tion of the world; and to' erect upon its ruins a
wild system of anarchy and bloodshed, having for"
its object the subversion of all property, and the
massacre of its proprietors ; the annihilation of all’
legislative authority and established order--for such
must be the import of that promise beld out by the
leaders of this atrocious conspiracy, of ample pro-
vision for the families of ¢ those heroes who should
fall in the struggle.”” The more effectually to én-
sure success in those evil machinations, and to en-
courage those who were to be seduced to their sup:
port, endeavours have been made by you and your
atcomplices to seduce from their allegiance to their
sovercign, the soldiers of his Majesty—endcavours
which, though they appear to have been in too
many instances successful, yet I hope falsely said
to be in that extent stated in evidence. Equally
falsé, I hope, has been another assertion, that two-
thirds of the inhabitants of this country were ready
tor a change, and prepared to support and adopt
such ‘measures as were likely to be most effectual
for obtaining it—a change, by which no less was
contemplated than the subversion of all the sources

of law, order, and public justice, and the substi-

tution
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tution of massacre, anarchy, and all their dire ef-
fects. It hLas, however, pleased that Divine Pro-
vidence, which has mercifully watched over the

safety of this nation, to defeat your wicked and-

abominable purpose, by arresting your projects in
their dark and dangerous progress, and thus avert-
ing that danger which your machinations had sus-
pended over our heads; and by you' timely detec-
tion, seizure, and submittal to public justice, to
afford time for the many thousands of his majesty’s
innocent and loyal subjects, the intended victims

of your atrocious and sanguinary purpose, to es-’

.cape that danger which so recently menaced them,
and which,. I trust, is not yet become too formi-
dable for utter defeat. Happily for the families

and the persons of thousands of your wicked and "

deluded accomplices, your detection has in time, I
hope, served to avert the calamities in which they
would have inevitably involved themselves, as well
as their innocent fellow citizens. The vigilance of
that government, unceasingly directed to the pub-
Yic security, was not to be eluded by the dark and
mysterious secrecy under which you endeavoured
to mask your wicked designs.  Your very endea-
vours to propagate and promote your projects have
been the sources of your defeat ; and thus it has

happened, that when you imagined your vile pur- -

poses to be nearest their completion, they have
been fortunately discovered by the very means
through which you intended to put them in execu-
tion ; and thus the intended victims, who were on

the eve of being involved in all the horrors of your .

proj;cts, have fresh cause to acknowledge with
gratitude the goodness of that all-provident God,
who has thus timely, and I hope for ever, put a

. stop
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stop to your diabolical plans, As to you, deluded
victims of a desperate and abandoned conspiracy,
before I conclude tbe awful task which remains for
me to perform, I wish to say a few words to you
on the enormity of those crimes which have brought
you to your present melancholy and ignominious
situation. And first, you Edward Marcus Des-
pard, in whom the dignified pride of birth, the
advantages of a liberal education, and the habits
of intercourse in that rank in which your conduct
was once so highly honourable, and from wham
the testimony borne of your former conduct by the
honourable companions of your earliest pursuits,
adduced in this court as witnesses for your charac-
ter, should have induced us to expect widely dif-
ferent conduct and principles. How grossly have
you misapplied and abused the talents and oppor-
tunities, which you enjoyed for honourable distine.
tion in society ! and how have you degraded your-
self to the association of these unfortunate and
wretched companicns, by whom you are now sur-
rounded, in whose ignominious fatc you so justly
share, but who, are the unhappy victims of your
seductive pursuasion and example. I do not wish, _
at this awful moment, to urge any thing to you
and the degrading companions by whom you are
surrounded, to sharpen the bitterness of your feel-
ings under the ignominy of your fate, but I would
most carnestly and sincerely wish to impress your
mind, during the short period of your remaining
life, with a due sense of your awful sitwation, and
of the criminal conduct which has involved you in
your present ignominious fate : I would earnestly
entreat you zcalously to endeavour to subdue the
. callous insensibility of heart, of which, in an ill-
fated moment, you have boasted, and regain that
- . : sanative
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" senative affection of the mind, which may’ pre are
your soul for that salvation, which,.by the infiniee
mercy of God, I beseech of that God you rhay
obtain, And asto you, other unhappy prisonets,
the wretched victims of his seduction and exam-
" ple, to what a dreadful and ignominious fate have
you brought yourselves, and what sorrow and af-
- fliction have been entailed upon®your wretched
families, by the atfocity of your crimes, and your
purport and sanguinary attempts to subvert that
happy constitution and government, under the
mild protection of which you might still have con-
tinued to pursue industrious avocations, and’ enjoy
with comfort the fruits of vour honest and peace-
ful labours ; and the unexampled mildness and mer-
ciful tendency of whose laws you have this day ex-
perienced, in a long, a patient, a fair, and most
impartial trial, before that respectable and discern-
ing jury, who have convicted yon on’the most
uncontroverted evidence of your guilt. May the
awful and impressive example of your untimely
fate prove a warning te your wicked associates and
" accomplices in every quarter of this realm, and'in-
duce them to abandon those machinations which
have brought you to this disgraceful catastrophe!
May they learn to avoid your fate by cultivating
the blessings of that constitution which you have
calumniated and endeavoured to subvert; and by
putsuing their honest and industrious avocatiohs,
and avoiding political cabals and seditious conspi-
aacies, avoid also those dreadful consequences’in
which they themselves would most probably be
amongst the' first victims, The same earnest advice
I bave just given your unfortunate leader and se-
ducer, I now otfer to you, which is, to make the
best use of-the shott period of life now remaining,
. - . te
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. crimes, apd scek mercy in another life, ‘which the
. interest of your fellow.creatures will not suffer to
. beextended to you here! The only thing remain-

ing for me is the painful task of pronouncing a-

. gainst you, and each of you, the awful sentence

-

which the Jaw denounces against your crime, which
is, that you and each of you (here his- lordship
named the prisoners severally) be taken to the
place from whence you-came, and from thence you
_are to be drawn on hurdles to the place of execp-
tion, where you are to be hanged by the neck, but
not until you are dead, for while you are still living:
your bodies are to be taken down, your bowels torn
out and buint before your faces; your heads are
then to be cut off, and your bodies divided each
into four quarters, and your heads and quarters to
be then at the king’s disposal; and may the Al-
mighty God have mercy on your souls?™ .
On Saturday afternoon, Feb. 19, 1803, was re-’
ecived the information that the warrant for execu-
. tion, to take placc on the following Monday, was
made out. It was sent to the kecper of the New
Goal in the Borough at six o’clock on Saturday
evening, and included the names of Col. Despard, .
Tho. Broughton, John Francis, Arthur Graham,
Jobn Macnamara, John Wood, and James Sedg.
wick Wratten; tiic three other prisoners, New-
man, Tyndal, and Lander, recommended by thie
jury to mercy, having been respited. As soon as -
the warrant for execution.was received, it was com-
municated to the unhappy persons by the keeper
‘of the prisén, Mr. Ives, with as much tenderness
and humanity as the awful nature of the case .
gequired. We belicve it was expected by all—by
VOL. I, v all
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all it was received with resignation and fortitude,
Ca\. Despard observed, upon its being communi-
cated to him, that the time was short ; yet he bad
not had. from the first, any strong expectation that
the recommendation of the jury would be cffectuals
The mediation of Lord Nelsen, and a petition to
the Crown, were tried, but Col. Despard was con-
vinced, according to report, that they would be
unavailing. From the moment of his conviction,
he had begun to prepare himself for that last mo-
ment that was to close all sublunary scenes upon
him for ever! During the whole of the interval
between the period of the passing and the execut.
ing his sentence, he behaved with composure.—
Much cf his time was emplayed in writing, some
in.reading, and the greater part with his wite, Mrs,
Despard.  Soon after the warrant was received; ail
papers, and every thing he possessed, were imme-
diately taken from the colonel. He was strictly
searched, to discover whether he had any knife or
means of self destruction-conecaled about hun, and
every thing that'was thought n:ight enable him to
put an end to his existence, was conveyed out of-
his reach.  There is, 1o 1euson - to suppese he had
the slightest design of committing suitide 5 but
these are the usual and neeessary precautionary
measures, Mus, Despard was greatly affected when
she Girst heard’his fate was sealed, but afterwards
recovered her fortitude. Accompanied by another
lady, she had a last interview with him os the Sur
day preceding his execution, about three o’clock.

The Jady wept bitterly, butfirst Mr-. Despard, asd .
- then the colonel, repreached her with her weak-
ness.  Mr. and- Mrs. Despard bore up with great
firmuess, even in parting; and when she got into
a coach, as it drove off she waved her handker-
: i . chief
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ehicf out of the window. The other prisoners bore*
their fate with equal hardihood, but conducted
themselves with less solemnity than the colonel.—
Their wites, &c.swere allowed to take a farewel
of them on the same day, and tiie scene was truly
distressing | Five of these men attended on Sunday
morning a chapel within the gaol, used for its in-
habitants only. Macnamara, being a Roman Ca-
tholic, did nor ateend ; neither did the colonel, who
bad constantly refused the assistunce of a clergy-
man, At duy-light on Swiday morning, the drop,
scaffold and gallows, on which they were to be
executed, were erected on the top of the gaol. The
ercction of the apparatus of death gave full infor-
‘mation of the approaching event, and great crowds
continued to arrive and retire, viewing the place
the whole day. AIll the Bow-street patrole, and
many other peace-officers, were cn duty all day and
night, and the military near London were drawn
up close to it, Mrs. Despard, after having taken
Jeave of her husband at three in the afternoon,
came again about five o’clock ; but it was thought
adviseable to spare the colonel the pangs of a se~
cond parting, and she was therefore not admitted
into the prison. She cvinced some indignatidn at
the refusal, and expressed a strong opmion with
respect to the cause for which her husband was to
suffer. After Mrs. D, had left the colonel, at three
oclock, he walked up and down his cell for some
time, scemingly more aZitated than he had been
at the pzriod of taking leave of his wifc. Between
six and seven in the evening he threw himself
on the bed, and fell into a short sleep. At eight
o’clock he awoke. and addressed one of the officers
of the prison, who was with hifiy, in these words:—
¢ Me~—they shall receive no jnformation from me—
. . v ) no,

‘
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. v .
no, not for all the gifts, the gold, and jewels in the
possession of tie crown "> He then composed him-
self, and remained silent,  These expressions might
induce some to suppose that enicavours had been
made to prevail upon him to muke disclosures.
Whether this was the case or not, we are not able
ta say. Sir Richaid Ford was-at the prison on
Sunday, and we believe saw the colonel and all the
other prisoners, but we ‘bave not heard that his
visit had for its object to induce ‘them to make
any confessions. In the course of the evening,
the colonel was visited- by his solicitor, who came
to ask him where he wished to be buried? He
wa- silent for some minutes, and at length replied,
he belicved several of his countiymen were buried
at Pancras; he therefore dosired to be buried there.
When Mr. Ives went to communicate the warrant
for execution to two of the pri:oners, Wood and
Griham, thev said, they wished to have some con-
vers.tion with him. On Sunday evening he went
to them, a:tended by the clergyman, Mr. Wink-
woith.  Graham then entered into a long conver-
sation with him, upor the motives of the mecting
at the public hopse where they were apprehended ;
but we ap not learn that he threw any new light
upon tie sunject, or made any new discoveries of
importance. Macnamara spent rhe whole of the
night in prayer. The Roman Catholic priest lett him
at a late hour of the nigit, and came again early
in the morning. Graham, Wratten, and another
(Waid we believe) were the greater part of the
night engaged in a similar manner. They were
diwscnters;  Broughton and Francis were protes-
tants. "Col. Despard slept from three to half past
four; the remawmnder of the night he passed in

walking’ up - and down his cell.” "The rest of the

prisoners
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prisoners slept abont two hours. Al the arrange-
ments for the execution were settled on Sunday by
Sir Richard Ford, and the sheriffs of Surrey, with
the government and the magistrates.  Sir Richard
slept that night at a Mr. Sinith’s, in order to be
near the prison. At four o'clock the following
wmorning, Mbonday, February 21, the drum beat
at the Horse Guards, as a signal for the cavalry
to asseinble. We understand that four regiments
were on duty. Two troops of horse were stationed
at the Obelisk ; others patroled the roads from the
-Obelisk to the Flephant and Castle, and down the
Borough road. The military occupied their station
as soon as it was ddy-light. It was not till past
five o’clock that persons began to pour in.any
numbers along the Westminster and city roads to
Horsemonger-lane. At half past six the prison
bell rang, the signal for unlocking the cells. M.
Winkworth, the clergyman, and Mr. Griffith, the
Roman Catholic priest (the same- gentleman who
attended Quigley when he was executed,) came to
the prison, and were immediately admitted to the
prisoners. Ae seven o’'clock five of them, Brough-
ton, Francis, Graham, Wood, and Wratten, went
into the chapel. They attended to the prayers
with great earnestness, but at the same time with-
6ut seeming to lese that firmness they had displayed
since their trial. Before they received the sacra-
ment, four of them confessed they had done wrong,
but not to the extent charged against them by the
evidence. The fifth, Graham, said he was inno.
cent of the charges brought against him, but had
attended two meetings, the second at the instiga- -
tion of Francis. It was Emblyn, he added, who
called on him to-go to the meeting, by Francis’s
. U 3 - .o
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desire.” For some time the clergyman refused tq
administer the sacrament to Francis, because be
persisted in. deelaring he had been guilty of no
crime.  ‘The clergyman said to him, ¢ You admit
you attended meetings?> He replied, ¢ Yes.”
¢ You knew they were for the purpose of over- .
turning the constitution and government of the
country. I by no means wish you to enter into
particulars; I only wish you to acknowledge gene-
rally.”  Francis then smiled (it seemed to be the
natural character of his countenance), and answer-
ed, ‘“ I'admit I have done wrong in .attending
those meetings.” The clergyman then asked each
of them ¢ how they found themselves 2**  Francis,
‘Woed, Broughton, and Wratten said, ¢¢ they were
never happier in their lives.” Graham remained
silent. The sacrament. was then administered to
them. The service in the chapgl Jasted three
quarters of an hour. Before it was dver Colonel

. $spard and Macnamara were brought down from
their cells; their irons werc knocked off, and their
arms and hand. bound with ropes.  Despard .
walked up and down before- the ¢hapel door, but
did notenter the chapel. Mucnamara walked about
in earnest conversation with the Roman Cathalic
priest, and with a book in his hand. Whiist Des-
pard was at the chapel door, the sheriff (Pepper)
addresscd himself very ‘humanely to him, and
aked him if he could render him any service.
The colonel thanked him, and replied that he
_could not. . The sheriff aided sumething in a low
‘tone of voice, which, it iv supposed, related to

- Mrs. Despard.  Whilse the clergyman was gone
out of the chapel to prepare for the sacrament,
the five prisoners in the chapel rose, on. hearing

the
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the colonel’s irons being knocked off. The exe-
cutioner. then tied their arms and hands in the
same manner as.he had before bound the coldnel
and Macnamara. Notice was then given to the
sheriff that they were ready. The colone], who
stood the first, retired behind, and motioned to
Francis (who was making way for him) to go be-
fore him. It was the budy of a small car, on which
two trusses of clean straw was laid : {t was drawn
by two horses. The progession moved in the fol-
Jowing order : :
N Ay
The Sheriff of Surrey,
The Clergyman in his gown,
Mr. Ives, the Keeper, with a white wand,
High Constable, > -
. Other Constables,
. The Executioner with a drawn sword,"

Macnamara and Graham were first put into the
hurdle, aud drawn to the lodge, where. the inner
gates were opened, and they were conveyed to the
stair-case that leads up to the scaffold. "The hur-
dle then returned, and brought

Broughton and Wratten,
then .
Wood and Francis.
Last of all, Col. Despard was put in it alone.

Macnamara seemed intent upon the bodk in his
hand. Graham remained silent. Broughton jumped
into the hurdle, smiled, and looked up to the scaf-
fold. Wood and Francis both smiled, and they all
surveyed the awful spene with much composure,
Despard shook hands with a gentleman, as he got
jnto the hurdle, and looked up to the scaffold with
a smile, As soon as they had all been conveyed

. in

-
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-in the hurdle to the stair-case that leads to the scaf-
fold, they were escorted up one by one—the she-
riff, Sir R. Ford, the clergyman, sMr. Winkworth,
and the Roman Catholic cletgyman, Mr. Griffith;
preceding them. Seven coffins, or shells, which had
been previously placed in a room under the scaf-
fold, were brought up and placed on tlie platform,
on which the drop was erected. A bag of saw-
dust, to catch the hlood when the heads were se-
vered from their-bodies, was placed heside them.—
The block was near the scaffold. There were about
100 spectators on the. platform.. The greatest or-
der and silence were observed. As soon as the

- prisoners were placed on the hurdle, St. George’s

. bell tolled for some time. It was about half past
eight when the prisoners were brought up to the
scaffold one by one. As soon as the cord was fast-
ened round ¢he neck of one, the second was brought
up, and so_on till the cords were fastened round
the necks of all the seven. Macnamara was first
brought up ; he still held a book in his hand ; and
‘when the cord was placed round his neck, he ex-
claimed, with the greatest devotion, ¢ Lord Jesus
have wercy upon me! Oh, Lord, look down with
pity upon me!"® Graham came second ; be looked
pale and ghastly, but spoke not. Wratten was
the third ; he ascended the scaffold with much firm-
ness.  Broughton, the fourth, smiled as he ran up
the scaffold -tairs, but as soon as the 10pe was fast.
ened round his neck, he turned pale, and smiled no
more. He joined the prayer with much earnestness.
Wood was the fifth—Francis the sixth. Francis
ascended the scaffold with a composure, which he
preserved to the last.  'Wood and Broughton were
equally composed. Of all of them, Francis was
the best looking——tall, handsome, and well made.

. . 5 He
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He and Wood were dressed in soldier’s uniform ;
the rest were in coloured clothes. Colonel Des-
pard was brougho up the last, diessed in boots, 2
_‘dark brown great coat, his hair unpowdered 5 he
. ascended the scaffold with great firmness, and his
-countenance underwent not the slightest change
while the awful ceremony of fastening the rope
round his neck, and placing the cap on his head,
was performing ; he-looked at the multitude assem-
bled with perfect calmness. The clergyman, who
ascended the scaffold after the prisoners were tied
up, spoke to him a few words as he passed. The
colonel bowed, and thanked him. T he cerémony

of fastening the prisoners- being finished, the colo-

nel advanced as near as he could to the edge of the
scaffold, and made the following speech to the
multitude .— - ,

¢¢ Feilow Cit'zens, -

¢ I come here as you see, after having terved
my country—-faithfully, honourably, and uscfuily
served it, for thirty years'and upwards, to suffer
death-upon a scaffold for a crime of which I pro-
test I am not guilty. "I solemnly declare that I am
no more guilty of it than any of you who may be
now hearing me; but though his Majesty’s minis.
ters know as well as I do that I am not guilty,
yet they avail ‘themselves of a legal pretext to de-
stroy a man, because he has been a friend to tiuth,
to hiberty, and justice,‘ ** [There was a consi-
derable huzza from pait of the populace the near-
est to him, but who, from the height of the scaf-
fold from the ground, could not, for a certainty,
distinctly hear what was said. The colonel pro-
ceeded]——*¢ because he has been a friend to the
Wor and distressed.  But, citizens, I hope and
‘ tl’uﬁf,

4
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trust, notwithstanding my fate, and the fate of
those w}io no doubt will scon tollow ine,_that the .
principies of freedom, of humanity, and of jus-
tice, will finally triumph over falshood, tyramy,
and delusion, and every principle hostile to the in-
terests.of the human race.  And now, having said
this, I have little more to add——""{ The colonel’s
voice secmed to falter a little here—he paused a
moment, as if he had meant to say something
woie, but had forgotten it.] He then concluded:
in the following manner: ¢ I have little more to
add, except to wish you all health, happiness, ard
freedom, which I have endeavoured, as far as was
i'n my power, to procure for you, and for mankind
in general,” . -

4

The colonel spoke in a firm and audible tone of
voice : he left off sooner than was expected. There
was no public expression either of approbatien or
disapprobation given when he had concluded his
address. A« soon as the colonel had ceasetl speak-
ing, the clergyman prayed with five of the prisons
- ers, Macnamara prayed earnestly with the clergy-
man of his own persuasion. Despard surveyed the
populace, and made a short answer, which was not
distinctly heard, to some few words addressed to
him by Francis, who was next him. The clergy-
man now shook hands with each of them. Col.
Despard bowed, and scemed to thank him as he

shook hands with him. The executioners pulled
the caps over the faces of the unhappy persons, and
descended the scaffold. Most of them exclaimed,
¢¢ Lord -Jesus receive our souls!™ ~ The last and
most dreadful part of thé ceremony was now to be*
performed. The most awful silence prevailed, and
the thousands present, all with one accord, stood
uncovered,
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uncovered. At seven minutes hefore nine o'clock
the signal was given, the platform dropped, and
they were all launched into eternity ! ! - The colo-
nel had not one struggle : twice he opened and
clenched his hands, together convulsively—he stir-
red ne more. Macnamara, Graham, Wood, and
W atten, were motionless after a few struggles.
Broughton and Francis struggled violently for some
moments after-all the rest were without motion.
The exccutioner pulled their legs, to put an end to
their pain more speedily. After hanging about
balf an hour till they were quite dead, they were
cut down. Col. Despard was first cut down, his.
body placed upon saw-dust, and his head upon 2
black ; after his coat had been taken off,’his head
was severed from his body by persons engaged on
purpose to priform that ceremony. The executi-
oner then taok the head by the hair, and carrying
it to the edge of the parapet on the right hand,
-beld it up to the view of the populace, and exclaim-
ed, ¢¢ This is the head of a traitor, Edward Mar-
cus Despard.”  The same ceremony was perform-
ed on the parapet at the left hand., There was
some hooting and hissing when the colonei’s head
was cxhibited. His remains were now put into the
sheil that had been prepared for themn.. The other
Prisoners wese then cut down, theip heads severed
from their bodies, and . exhibited to the populace,
with the same exclamation of ¢¢ Tlis is the head
of‘another traitor.” The bodies were then put
into their diffcrent shells, and delivered to their
friends for interment. The populace were struck
with the apearance of Macnamara, whe, on as-
cending the scaffold, bowed. Many of them wer
" acquainted with him. They piticd the situationhqf
- is

~
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bis wife, to whom he had been married but a short
time. It was at first thought he was Col. Despard.
The crowd at the entrance of Horsemonger lane
was immense ; as the time of execution drew near,
the people from all parts came with such force as
to bear down all opposition. Those who had been
in dry situations, were pushed iuto the middle of
the road, where they stood almost up to the knees
in mud. Several lost their shoes by the continual
pushing and jostling. Many fainted, both men
. and women ; of the latter, however, there were
.but few. While the heads were exhibiting, the
populace took off their hats. The execution was
.over by ten o'clock, and the populace soon after
dispersed quietly. There was not the least tend-
ency to riot or distuthance. ‘The precavtions, how-
ever, taken by government, were certainly. proper,
A tky-rocket was sent to the keeper of tlie prison,
to be let off, as a signal to the military, in,case of
any disturbance. The body of Col. Despard hav-
ing lain,at Mount Rew, opposite the Asylum, was
taken away on the first of March, by his friends,
with a hearse and three mourning coaches, and in-
terréd near the north door of St. Paul’s cathedral,
St. Paul’s church-yard. The crowd was great;
but when the grave was covered in, the people im-
mediately and quietly dispersed. ‘The city marshal
was present, lest there should be any disturbance
on the occasion.

DICKENSON, EMANUEL, (MURDERER,)
wasthe son of an officer in the army, by whose early
death his mother was reduced to extreme indigence,
and Emanuel and his threc sisters, thus anprotected,
became depredators upon the public. The former
was soon apprchended for stealing a gémleman’} hat

rom
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from his head, in the Strand, forwhich, being con-
victed, he received sentence of transportation; but
through the intercession of a general officer, who
pitied his mother, he was pardoned. . He then be.
came acquainted with Edward Bumworth, Wil-
Jiam Blewitt, Thomas Berry, John Legee, and
John Higgs. Burnworth was the son of a painter,
in Moorfields, and served an apprenticeship to a
buckle-maker in Grub-street; he distinguished
Kims: If by cudgel-playing, at a place in Moorfields,
which was called the Ring. He commenced pick-
pocket, and then by a very natural gradation, pro.
ceeded to the commission of foot-pad robberies and
house breaking. In the exercise of his piofession
as a pick-pocket, he frequented every public place
in and near the citv. He used to steal snuff- boxes
watches, handkerchidfs, pocket beoks, &cq At
length he was apprehended, and lodged il New
Prison, from which he found means to escape, and
renewed his former occupation, but with inore cir-
cumgpection. usually lounging about thefieldsnear
London during the day time, and retuining to town:
at night in search of prey. He was a remarkable
daring villain, and constantly carried pistols about
him, to aid bin to make a readier escape in case of
detection. Going into a public-bouse in the Old
Bailey, the Jandlord told him, that Quilr Arnold,
one of Jonathan Wild’s men, who had been seck-
ing him some days, was then in the house.  MHere-
upon Burnworth went backwards to a rcom where
Arnold was sitting alone; and presenting a pistol,
upbraided him for endeavoring ‘to injure his old
acquaintance 3 Arnold having been a biother thief.
Burnworth then called for 2 glass of brandy, and

putting some gunpowder init, campelled the other
. X to
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- Newgate, At the following sessions be was in}
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tre drink it on his knees; and swear that he wouy
rever seek for him in future. He was ence w
ped- at the cart’s tail for a theft. Wiliiam Blewi
another of this gang, was the son of poor pare:
‘neat Cripplegate, who apprenticed him toa pef
fumer of gloves; but before he had served abels
three years of his time, he associated with ill conk:
pany, and became pick pocket and houst-break
Having becn apprehended and lodg. d in Newga
he was tried for an offence, of which he was co
victed, and sentencod  to be transported for sev
¥:ars; in con-equence of which he was put
hoard a ship in the river, in company. with seve:
other teluns. Some of these had procured saws an
files to be concealed in cakes of gingerbread, an™
by means of these instruments'they hoped to effec |
their (xcape before the ship sailed to any distance
Blewit having di-covered their intention, disclosec
it to the caprain of the ves-el, who seiged the im
pluments, and gave Biewitt his lilferty, as & rewar.
tor the information. Bat e was no sooner at lar
than he reiurned to his old practices, in consequen
of which he was apprehended, and commiteed t

dicted for returning from transportation : ang
being convicted, received sentence of death; b

the escape of the prisoners in the river: on whic
he was reprieved ‘till the return of the vessel fro
- America; when his allegations being found to b
trae, he was pardoned, on the condition of trans
- porting himself. This, however, he neglected ¢
do; but got into the company of Burnworth|
Berry, Legee, and Hicks the three last hayin
been thicves from their infaucy. At shis time the

w
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as a gin-shop kept in the Mint, Southwark, by a
an namwed Balf, whose character was similar to
1at of Jomathan Wild. Ball, who bad been him-
4t a thief, threatened that he wowld cause Burn-
rorth to be taken into custody. The lat:er, hear- -
g of this circuimstance, resolved on the murder of
all, and engaged his accomplices i the exccution

" the plan. Previous to this, while they were
‘inking at Islington, Burnworth propose to break
en and rob the house of a magistrate in Clerken-
vell, who had distinguished himself by his dili-
gence in causing thicves to be apprehended ; and
this robbery was proposed ‘more {rom motives of
revenge than of gain. They soon executed their
esign, and robbed the house of what'they thought
large quantity of plate, which they carried to Co:

i« enhagen-house, at that time a public house of ill-,
%ame, but ¢n examining the supposed treasure, they
F.iscovered that it was only biass covered with sil-’
' er, on whith they thiew it into the New River.
.'The following day, while they were carousing, one
- of their associates came and informed them that some
peace officers were waiting for them in Chick-lane,
2 place they greatly frequented.  Thus informed,
-hey kept in a body, and concealed their pistols

" ind cutlasses under their clothres. On the approach
) of evening they ventured towards Londcn, and
naving got as far as Turnmill-street, the keeper of

¢ Clerkenwell Bridewell happening to see them, cal-
led to Burnworth, and said he wanted to speak

* with him. Burnworth hesitated, but the other as-
' suring him that he intended no injury, and the
" thief being confident that his associates would not
| desert him, swore he did not regard the kecper,
;- whom he advanced to meet with the pistol in his
| . hand, the other rogues waiting on the opposite sidef

X3 ' ’ °
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of the street, armed with cutlasées and pistols.- .
This singular spectacle artracting the attention of
the popalace, a considerable crowd seon gathered
-rotnd them, on which Burnworth joined his com-
panions, who kept together, and facing the people
retired In a body, presenting their pistols, and
awecaring that they would fire on any one who.should
offer to molest them. Thus they retreated as far
»s Battle bridge, and then making a circle round

the ficlds, entered London by a different avenue,

and going to Black-friars, took a boat and crossed

the ‘Thaines. Having linded .at the Bankside,

Southwark, they went to a place cailed the Music-
house, wlrich was at that time much frequented by

prople of dissolute characters. Hcre they con-

tinued diinking some time, and then went into St.

Grorge's Ficlds, where Burnworth re-proposed the

murder of Ball, on account of the threat that he

had issued. rali the company readily agreed except

Higgs, who said he would have no concern in mur-

der; however, the others forced him with them:

it was dark when they arrived at Ball's house, and

Higgs waited at the door, while the rest went in.
Buli’s wife told them he was at an alehiouse in the

neighbourhood, but she would go and call him,

which she accordingly did ; he no sooner got to the

door of his own house, than Burnwarth scized him

and dragged him in, reproaching bim with treachery

in intending to betray his old acquaintance. As

these desperadoes were aimed with lpistols, Ball

trembled with just.apprehension for his life, and

dropping on his knees, earnestly entreated that they

would not murder him ; but Burnworth, swearing

that he should vever obtain the reward for. betray-

ing him, shot him dead on the spot, while thus beg-
ging for his life. The murder was no sooner per-

) petrated
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petrated than they all sallied forth into the street ;V

when Blewitt, supposing that the report of the pis-
tol might alarm the neighbours, fired another into
the air, saying, ¢ We are now safe in town, and
there is no fear of rogues;™ thereby intimating
fhat they had come out of the country, whither
they had taken pistols for their protection. Higgs
had left his companions as soon as the murder was
committed, but on their way to the Falecon Stairs,
where they intended to take 2 boat, they met with
him again, when Burnworth proposed to murder
him, as they had done Ball, but Majoram, an old

acquaintance, whom they had picked up, inter-

ceded for his life, which.was granted, on condition

that, for the future, he should befiave with greater

courage. ‘They now crosted the Thames, and
went to the Boar's Head Tavern in Smithfield,
where, not being known, they were under no-#p-

prehension of detection. Here they remained till

ten at night, and then parted in different gangs to
commit separate robberies. Some days after this
. Dickenson, Berry, and Blewitt, having obtained a
Jarge booty, went to Harwich, and sailed in the
‘packet. boat to Holland. In the mean time Higgs
went to Portsmouth, and entered on board the
Monmouth man of gvar; but his brother bappen-
" jng to meet the mate of a shipin London, gave him
a letter to deliver to him. - The mate going acci-
dentally into a public house in Smithficld, heard.the
name of Higgs mentioned by some people who were
talking of the murder, among whom was a watch-
man, whom the mate told that he had a letter to
carry to one Higgs. On this the watchman went
te the under- secretary of state, and mentioned what
he had heard and suspected.. Hercupon the watch-

: ' X3 man
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man and two of the King's messengers, being dis-
_patched to-Portzsmouth, Higgs was taken into cus-
tody, brought to London, and committed to New-
gate, Still.Burnworth and the rest of bis associates
continued to defy the laws in the most open manner.
Having stopped “the Earl of Harborongh's chair,
during broau day-light, in Piccadilly, one of the
chairmen pulled outa poleof the chairand knocked
down one of the villaios, while the Earl came out,
drew his sword, and put the rest to flight; but
. not before they had raised their wounde:! compa-
nion, whom'they took off with them. The num-
ber of daring robberies which were now daily com-
mitted were so alarming, that the King issued a
proclamation for apprending the offenders, and a
pardon was offered to any one who would impeach
his accomplices, except Burnworth, who was justly i
' cansidered as the principal of the gang.. Marjo-
yam happened to be drinking at a public-house
in Whitecross-street one night, when a gentleman
went in, and read the royal proclamation. The
company present knew nothing of Marjoram’; but
he apprehending that some of his accomplices would
become an evidence if-he did not, applied to a con-
stable in Smithfield, and desired him to take him
before the Lord Mayor. By this time the evening
was far advanced, on which Marjoram was lodged
in the Comptor for that night, and being taken to !
Guindhall the néxt day, he discovered all the cir-
cumstances that he knew ; and informing the Lord |
 Mayor that Legee lodged in White-cross-street, he
was almost imimediately apprehended, and commit- ‘
ted to Newgate the <ame day. The circumstance i
«f Marjoram having turned evidence being now the ‘
public topic, John Barton, a fellow who had beea
' some-
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" sometime connected with Burnworth and his gang,
provided a loaded pistol, and placing himselt near
Goldsmith's hall, took an opportunity, when the
officers were conducting Magjoram before the Lord
Mayor, to fire at him, but Marjoram ohserving him
advancing, stooped down, so that the ball grazed

" his back only. The suddenness of this action, and

the surprise it occasioned, gave Barton an oppor-
tunity of effecting his escape. About this time one
Wilson, who had likewise belonged to the gang,
quitted London, but being apprehended about two
years afterwards, he was hapged at Kingston in
Suiry. Inthe mean time Burnworth continued at
large, committing depredations on the public, and
appearing openly.in the streets, notwithstanding
the proclamation issued to'apprehend him. He
broke open the house of a distiller in-Clare-market,
and carried off 2 great number of bank-notes; in
consequence of which another proclamation was
issued, and three hundred pounds were offered for
taking him into custody ; notwithstanding he still
appeared at large, and gave the following, amnong
other proofs of his audacity. Sitting down at the
door of @ public-house in Holborn, where he was
well known, he called tor. a pint of beer and drank
it, holding a pistol in his hand by way of protec-
_tion; he then paid for his beer, and went oft with
the greatest apparent unconcern. At this time he
kept company with two infamous women, one of
whom was the wife of a mnan named Leonard, who
having belonged to the gang, thought to recom-
mend himselt to mercy by the appreliension of -
Burnworth. Having told his wife what he intended, |
she informed some magistrates of the proposed plan,
aud they sent six men to assist in carrying it inta
’ . execu-
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execution. Shrove Tuesday being ‘the day ap-
pointed, the men waited at a public bouse till they
should receive a hint to proceed. About six in the
~ evening Burnworth went to the lodgings of thie wo-
men, to which there was a back-door that opened
" into a yar). It was proposed to have pancakes for
supper, and while one of the women was frying
them, the other went to the public-house for some
- beer, and on her return prete_nded to bolt the door,
but designedly missed the staple ; at that momeut
six men rushed in, and seized Burnworth before he
had time to make any, resistance, thopgh he had a
pistol in the pocket of his great coat. ~Being car-
ried before three nragistrates, he was committed to
Newgate ; but his accomplices:were so infamously
daring as to attempt the murder of the woman who
had occasioned his appreliession ; a pistol was fired
at her as she was entering the door of her own heuse, .
which being commnnicated to the magistrates,
constables were appointed to watch nightly for her
protection, till the desperadoes gave over their at-
tempts, .Burnworth, while in Newgate, projected
the following scheme of escape : having been fur-
nisked with an iron crow, he engaged some of the
prisouers, who assisted-him in pulling_stones out of
the wall, while others sung psalms, that the keepers
might not hear what they were doing. On the
day following this transaction, which was carried
on during the night, five condemned criminals were
to be executed ; but when the jailors came to take .
‘them out, there was such an immense quantity of.
stones and rubbish to remove, that it was two
o’clock in the afternoon before the criminals could
be got out of the cells. This scheme of Burnworth
sccasiongd his closer confinement. - He was re-
i ‘ . moved
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moved into a room,. known by the name of the
bilboes, and loaded with a pair of the beaviest irons
in the prison, but he ‘intended to have made his
escap&cven from this place; and being furnished
with files and saws from some of his acquaintance,
he worked his way through a wall into a room in
which were some women prisouers, one of whom
acquainting -the keeper with what had happened,
~ Burnworth was chained tu the floor of the con-
demned hold. Application was made to the Secre-
tary of State, totake measures for the app.chension .
of Beiry, Dickenson, and Blewitt, who had gone
over to Holldnd ; and hercupon instrictions were
sent to the English ambassador at the Hague, im-
powering bhim to request of the States General,
_that the offenders might be delivered up to justice,
if found any where within their jurisdiction.. The
ambassador, on receiving the necessary instruc-
tions, made the application, and orders were is-
sued accordingly, in conscquence of which Blewit
was apprehended at a public-house in Rotterdam,
but Dickenson and Berry had taken refuge on
board a ship at the Brill. Blewit was lodged in the
state-house prison, and then the officers who teok
" him went immediatcly on board the ship, and
seized his two accomplices, whom they brought to
the same place of confinement. They were chained
to the floor till the English ambassador requested
permission to send them. home, which being readily
_ obtained, they were guarded to the packet-boat by
a party of soldiers, and were chained together as
soon as they were put on board, When they
reached the Nore, they were met by two of the
King’s messengers, who. canducted them up the
river  On the arrival of the vessel, they were

put into a boat opposite the Tower, which was
. ‘ - guarded
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guarded by three other hoats, in .each of wiich was'
.a corporal and several soldiers. In this manner they
were conducted to Westminster, where they were
examined by two magistrates, who committed them
to Newgate, to which rhey were escorted by a party.
of the foot guards. On sight of Burnworth they
seemed to pity his situation, while he, in a haidened
manner, expressed his happiness at their safe arrival
from Holland. On the approach of the ensuing
assizes for the county of Susry, they were hand-
cutied, pur into a waggon, -and in this manner a
party of dragoons conducted themn to Kingston,
Their insolence on Jeaving Newgate was unparallel-
ed ;—they told the spectators that it would become
them to treat gentlemen of their profession with
respect, especially as they were going a journey ;
they likewise said to the dragoons, that they ex- .
pected to be protected fiom injury on the road;
and duting their journey they behaved with great
indifference, throwing money among the populaces
and. diverting themselves by seeing them scramble
for it. A boy having picked up a haifpenny, one
of a handful which Blewit had thrown among the
pecple, told him that he would keep that halfpenny,
- and have his name engraved on it, as sure as he
would be hanged at l%ingston, on which Blewit
gave him a shilling to pay the expence of gngrav-
ing, and enjoined him to kecp his promise, which,
it is aflirmed, the boy actually did. On their
arrival at Kingston, they were put in the prison
called the Stockhouse, where they were chained to
the floor: and on the fellowing day, bills of indict-
mient, being found against.them, tacy were brought
up for trial before Lord Chief Justice Raymond,
and Judge Denton, but some articles having been
taken from Burnwortl when he was apprehended,
: ' he
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“he refused to plead unless they were restored to
him. The judges made use of every argument to
prevail on him to plead, but in vain; in conse--
quence of which sentence was passed that he should
be pressed to death. Hereupon he wa: taken back

_ tothe Stockhouse, where he bore the weight of one
hundred, three quarters, and two pounds, on his
breast. The High Sheriff, who attended him on
this occasion, used every argument to prevail on him
to plead, to which he consented, after bearing the
weight an hour and three minutes, during great
part of which time he endeavored to kill himself,
by striking bis head against the fluor. Being

" brought into court, he was triedy and convicted
with his companions. They weie no soonar con-
victed, than orders werc given for their being
chained to the floor; but in this deplorable situa-
tion they diverted themselves, by recounting some
particulars of their robberies, to such persons whosé
curiosity induced them (o visit the gaol. Some
people wished they would leave an accuontof their
robberics, but Burnworth said the particulars e uld
not be contained -in an hundred sheets of paper.
On passing sentence, the Reverend Judge most
earnestly entreated them to prepare for another
world, as their time in the present must neccssarily
be short. They begged that their friends mighe
visit them; and this eing complied with, files and
saws were conveyed to them, to assist them in their
escape.’ Their plan was to have mixed opinm in
wine to have made the kecpers sleep; and if this
had taken place, they then proposed to ha. e set fire
to some piles of wood near the prison, and in other
parts of the town, and to ger a considerable dis-
tance during the oonflagration ; but the keeperd

‘ having

.
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having listened to their discourse, they were more
. strictly guarded than' before, and their whole

'scheme rendered abortive, A short time before

their execuricn Burnworth rold one of the keepers,
that ¢ If he did not see him buried in a decert
manner, he would meet him after death in a dark
entry, and pull off his nose.”> When the day of
execution arrived, the prisoners were put into a
‘cart, and a company of foot soldiers escorted them
to the fatal tree. Ou their way, Blewit saw a gen.

tleman named Warwick, and having obtained per- .

mission to speak te himn, most earuestly entreated
his pardon for having zitempted to shoot kim, in
concequence of an informatiod which Mr. War-.
wick had given againyt him. Dickenson and
Blewit appeared more penitent than any of the rest,
They wept bitterly at the place of execution, and
said they hoped their untimely fate would teach
young men to avoist such courses as had brought
them to their fatal end. They suffered April 12,
172G, After execution, their bodies were brouht
to the new guol in Southwark, to be fitted with
chains. . The bodies of Burpworth and Blewit were
suspended on a gibbet in St. George's Ficlds, near
where the murder was perpetrated. Legee and
Higgs were hanged on Putney Common, and Berry
and Dickenson on Kennington Common ; but re-
presentation being made to the people in power,
that Dickenson’s father, when a lieutenant in the
army, had died fighting for his country in Flanders,
permission was given to his friends to take down
and bury the body, after he had hung one day,
Burnworth and his associates were hanged at King-
ston. Marjoram, the evidence, obtained his liberty
of course, when his accomplices were convicted ;

: 7 but

\
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but in a few days afterwards, he cut the string of a
buatcher’s apron, and ran away with his steel.—
Being pursued, he was apprehended, committed,
and when indicted for privately stealing, was con-
victed, and received sentence of déath, which sen-
tence, in consideration of his having been evidence.
against the above malefactors, was changed to that
of transportation,

DICKSON, MARGARET, (MURDERER,)
was the daughter of poor parents, who lived at
Musselburgh, about five mites from Edinburgh, and
who brought up their child in the practice of reli-

. gious duties, having instructed her in such house-
hold business as was likely to suit her futare sita-
ation in life. The village of Mussclburgh is almost
entirely inhabited by gardeners, fishermen, and
persons empleyed in making salt.  The hu<bands
having prepared the scveral art cles for sale,the wives
carry them to Edinburgh, and procure a subsist- .
ence by crying them through the streets of that
city. When Mafgaret Dickson had attained years
of matuiity, she was married to a fisherman, by
whom she had several children.  Bur thete being a
want of seamen, her husband was impressed iuto
the naval service; and during his absence from
Scotland, his wife had an illicit coanection with a
man at Musselburgh, in cousequence of which she |
became pregnunt. At this tune it was the iaw in
Scotland, that a woman kuown to have been un-
chaste should sit in a distinguished place in the
church, on three Sundays, to be publicly rebuked

. by the minister; and many poor infants have been
destroyed, because the mothers dreaded this public
exposure, particularly as many Scotch ladies went to
church to be witnesses of the fraiiry of a sister, who
w.re never seen there on any other cecasion.  The

Y neigh-

.
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neighbours of Mrs. Dickson now -averred that she’
was with child; but this she constantly denied,
though there was every appearance that might-
warrant the discrediting what she <aid. At length
she was delivered, but it is uncertain whether the
child was born alive or not. However, she was
taken into custody, and lodged in the gaol of
Edinborgh.  When her. trial came on, several
witnesses deposed, that she had been frequently
pregnant ; others proved that there were signs of
‘her having been delivered, and that a new-born in-
fant had been foun! near the place of her residence.
A surgeon deposed, that putting the lungs. of the
infant into water, they were found to swim, which
was deemed a proof that the child had been alive;
for it was a received opinion, that if no air be ever
drawn into the lungs they wil! not swim : but this
«circumstance is now a matter of doubt among the
gentlemen of the facualty ; howeyer, the jury giv-
ing credit to this evidence, brought in a verdict of
Guilty, in consequence of which she was scntenced
to die. After her condemnation she behaved in the
most penitent manner, confessed that she had been
. Ruilty of many sins, and even ownel that she had
departed from the line of duty to her husband, but
she constantly and steadily denicd that she bad mur-
dried her child, or even formed an idea of so hor-
rid a crime.  She owned, that the fear ot being ex-
posed to the ridicule of her neighbours in church,
had tempted her to deny that she was pregnant;
she declared that,. being suddenly seized with the
pains of child-birth, she was unable to pracure the
assistance of her neighbours, and a state of insensi-
bility having ensued, she could not tell what became
of the infant. At’the place of execution, her be-
haviour was consistent with her former declaration.
. She
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‘She avowed, her total innocence of the ciime of
which she was convicted, but confessed the sincerest
sorruw for all her othef sins. She ‘was hanged in
the vear 1728. After execution, her body was cut
dowyr and delivereid to her triends, who put it into
a cotiin, and sent it in a cart to be buried at her
_mative place; but the weather being sultry, the
per-ns who had the body in their care stopped to
drink at a village called Pepper-Miil, ahout two
miles frem Edinourgh  While they were refresh-
ing them-eives, one of them perceived the lid of the
cotfin move, and uncovering it, the woman imme-
diately sat up, and most of the spectators ran off
with every sign of trepidaion. It now happened
that a person who was then drinking in the public-
bouse, had recollection enough to bleed’her: in
about an hour after she was put to bed: ard by
the following morning she was so farrecovered asto
be able to walk to her own house. By the Scot-
tish law, which i3 in part founded on that of the
Romans, a person against whom the judgment of
the court has been executed can suffer no more in
fature, but is thenceforward totally, exculpated 5
and it js likewise held that the marriage is dissolved
by the execution of the convicted party, which in-
deed is consistent with the ideas that common sense
would form om such an occasion. Mrs, Dickson
having been thus convicted and executed, the
Kirg's advocate could prosccute her no farther;
but he filed a bill in the High Court.of Justiciary
against the sheriff, for omitting to fulfil the law.
The husband of this revived convict married her
publicly a few days after she was hanged. And
she constantly denjed that she had been guilty of
the alledged crime.  She lived about thirty years

after this, .
v DOBBINS,
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DOBBINS, JOHN, (MURDERER) 2 low-bred
fhan, whose prculiar atrociousness excited much of
the public cutiosity, was tried 3t Worcester, 1797,
and the court was consequently crowded. Tire
prisoner having been indicted for the wilful murder
of Jonathan Partington; near Eversham, pleaded
Not guilty. And Mr. Piumer, one ot the counwel
for the prosecutor, in an affecting, yet candid

_ speech, addressed the jury; and disclosed the circum-
stances which led to the suspicion, and the a;pre-
hension, of the prisoner ; the most strong of which
were, his having been seen in com,any of the de-
_ceased, when the latter was receiving money the
evening on which the murder and robbery were per-
petrated—his having been observed by three wit-
nesses to follow him on the road within a mile of
the fatal spot—his own bloody clothes and bloody
hatchet—the many ditferent and irrcconcileable
accounts he gave of himself when he was appre-
hended, and afterwards, but last of all, the death-
bed declaration of Partington himself, who, when
the prisoncr was shewn to him, exclaimed, ¢ Ab!
you are the man who has done'me this sad injury.”

This was often repeated by the deceased, when he.

believed the awful hour of  his dissolution was fast
approaching.  Atter the learned Judge Lawrence
had, in a most clear and comprehensive manner,
summed up the evidence to the jury, they imme-
diately found him guilty. During the whole of
bis trial, he betraved no ¢¢ compunctious visitings
of nature.”  The production of the blood be-
smeared clothes, the fatal hatchet, the hat of Par-
tington cut in many places, and the surgeon's de-
. scription of his frightful wounds, produced no ap-
parent symptoms’ of dismay or remorse. After a
wnost pathetic and solemn exhortation to repen;anc;:
te
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thejudge pronounced the awful Sentence of the law,
the last words of which did wring from his stubbors
eye one sulitary tear. He suflered on the 3oth of
March, 1797, and his body was-given to be dis-

sected and anatomized. *, -~ .
DODD, WM. (FOKGER,) doctor of divinity,
prebendary of Brecon, and ‘chaplain in ordinary to
his majesty ; who was the promoter of many cha-
rigies, and the in titator ot some, particularly the
Magdalen Hospital, the Society for the Relief of
Poor Debtors, dnd that for the Recovery of Per-
sons apparently Drowned. Being in want of cash
to pay his tradesmen’s bills, and having been pre-
ceptor to the Earl of Chesterfield, he pretended
that his londship had an urgent .occasion to bor-
row 4o000l. but did not choose to be his awn agent,
and begged that the matter might be secretly and
expeditiously conducted. Thé doctor employed
Mr. Robertson, a broker, to whom he presented a
bond, not filled up or signed, that he might find
a person who would advance the requisite sum to
a young nobleman who had lately come of age.—
After applying to several persons who refused the
business, because they were not to be present when
the bord was eaecuted, Mr. Robertson, absclutely
confiding in the doctor™s honor, applied to Messrs,
Flctcher and Peach, who agreed to lend the mo-
ney. M. Robertson returnzd the bond to the
dector, in order. to its being exeeured ; wnd on the
follawing day the doctor produced 1t a- executs
¢d, and witnessed by, himself.  Mr. Robertson,
knowing Mr. Fletcher to be a particular man, and
who would consequently object to ome subseribing
witness only, put his name under the doctor’s. He
then wept, and received the money, which be paid
into the hands of Dr, Dodd, 3qeal, innotes of Sit
’ Y3 Charlgs
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Charles Raymond and Co. the remaining 1200l. in
' bank notes. The moncy being thus obtained, the
. doctor gave Mr. Robertson 100l. for his trouble,
ahd paid some of his own debts with a part of the
remainder. It appears the doctor intended to re-
place. the money, and pay off the bond, in a short
time, without the knowledge of any person buf the
bioker, und the gentlemnen of whom the money
had been horrowed. It'happened, however, that
. the bond being left with Mr. Manly, (attorney for
M;ssrs- Fletcher aud Peach) he observed, in the
condition of the bond, a very remarkable blot in
the first letter §,, in the word SEVEN, which did
" not seem to be the effect of chance, but done with
design. He thought it remarkable, but did not
suspect a forgery ; yet he shewed Mr. Fletcher the
bond and blot, and advised him to have a clean
bond filled up, and carried to Lord Chesterfield for
execution. - Mr. Fletcher consented; and Mr., -
Manly went the next day to his lordship, who,
having previous notice of the intended business,
asked him if he had called about the bond. Mr.
Manly said he had; and his lordship answered,
“¢ [.have burnt the bond.”” This appeared very
extraordinary ; but was soon explained, by Lord
Checterficld’s siying he thought the gentleman
called about a bond for gool. which he had given
some years before, and had taken up and burnt.
Wheb Mr. Muedy preduced the bond in question,
Lord Cheste fioid was surprised, and immediately
disowned it.  Upon this Mr. Manly went directly
to Mr. Fletcher to consult what steps to take.
Mr. Fietcher, a Mr. Innis, and Mr. Manly, went
to Guildhall, to prefes an information respecting
the forgery agaiust the broker and Dr. Dodd. Mr.
Robertson was taken into custedy, and with Flet~
. cher,
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ther, Innes, Manly, and two of the lord mayor’s
officers, went to the house of the doctor in Ar-
gyle-street. They opened the husiness—the doctor
was very much struck and affected. Manly told
him, if he would reiurn the money, it would be
the only ineans of saving him. He instantly re-
turned six notes of sool. each, making 3000l. he
diew on his banker for 500l the broker returned
100l. and the doctor gave a second draft on his
‘banker for 200l. and a judgment on his goods for
the remaining 4ool. awbich judgment was carried
immediately into execution, All this was done by
the doctor in full reliance on the honor of the
parties, that the bond should be returned to him
cancelled ;' but, notwithstanding this restitution,
he was taken before the lord mayor, and charged
as above-mentibned. The doctor declared he had
no intention to defraud Lord Chesteifield, or the
gentleman who advanced the money. He hoped
that the satisfaction he had made in returning the
money, would atone for hisoffence. He was press-
ed, he said, exceedingly for 300l, to pay some bills
due to tradesmen. He took this step as a tempo-
rary resource, and would have repaid it in haﬁ' a
year. ¢ My Lord Chesterfield,” added he, ‘¢ can-
not but have some tenderness for me, as my pupil.
- I love him, and he knows it. There is nobody
wishes to prosecute. I am sure my Lord Chester-
field don’t want my life.—Ihopé he will shew cle-
mency to me. Mercy should triumph over justice.”
Clemency, however, was denied ; and the doctor
was committed to the Compter, in preparation for
his trial. On the 19th of February, .Dr. Dod
being put to the bar at the Old Bailey, addressed
* the court in the following words : 4

s - “ My
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“ MY LORDS, ,
¢ 1 am informed that the bill of indictment

against inc has been found on the evidence of Mr.

"Rdbertson, who was taken out of Newgate, with-
out any authorify or leave from vour lordships, far
the purpose of procuring the bill to be found. M.
Robertson is a subscribing witness to the bond,
and, as I conceive, would be swearing to exculpate
himself, if he should be admitred as a witness
against me; and as the bill has been found upon
his evidence, which was surreptitiously obtained,
I submit to your lordships that I ought not 1o be
compelled to plead on this indictment; and upon
this question I beg to be heard by my counsel.
"My lords, T beg leave also further to observe to
your lordships, that the gentlemen on the other
side of the question aré hound-over to prosecutg
Mr. Robertson,** .
" Previous to the arguments of the counsel, an
order, which had been surreptitiously obtained
from an officer of. the court, dated Wedpesday,
Feb. 19, and directed to the keeper of Newgate,
commanding him to carry Lewes Robestson to
Hidky's*hall, in order to his giving evidence beforo
the grand ‘inguest on the present bill of indict-
ment ; Ekewise a resolution of the court, repror
bating the said oyder; apd also the recognizance,
entered into by x:Mr. Manly,: Mr. Peach, Mr. In-
nis, and the right hon. the Earl of Chesterfield, to
prosecute and give evidence againsx, Dr. Dodd and
Lewis Robertwon, for the said forgery, were or-
dered to be read; and the clerk of the arraigns
was directed to infory the court whether the name
Lewis Robertson was indorsed as a witness on the
back of the indictment, which was answered. in the

' affirmative

-
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affirmative.  THe counsel now proceeded in their

argumennts for and against the prisoner,  Mr. Ho-
waithy, one of Dr Dodd’s advocates, contended,
that not any person vught to picad or answer t6an
indictment, it it appear< upon the face of that in-
dictiient that the evidence upon which the bili was
founy was not legal, or competent to have been ad-
duced bebore the grand jury. Mr. Cooper, coun-
sel on the same side, followed thisidea, and hoped
that Dr. Dodd might not be called on to plead to
the bill of indictment, and that the bill might be
quashed.  Mr. Buller likewise argued, as follows,
v the same side :— '
¢ MY LORDS, '

¢ It is the esrablished law of this land, that no
man shall be put upon his trial for any offence,
unless there be a bill fist properly found by a
grand jury: I say properly found ;' for if there be
any objection whatsoever to the finding the indict-

ment ; and the most {amiliar :hat are to be found .

“in our books are those that go to the objection of

the grand jury; for instance, where only oné per-

son'of the grand jury has been incompetent—where .

only eleven of the jury have found the bill, that
therefore it shall not be tried. I take it, the obe
jections go universally. 1 am - aware thrat the ob-
jections I have been alluding to, and which are
particularly stated in Lord Hale, go to the grand
jury only 5 but I will beg lcave to consider, whe-
ther the veason that governs the one doss not go-
vern the other. Another case put by my Lord Hale
is this: if one of the grand jury is outlawed, these
ubjections go to the persons ot the grand jury. I
= aware that that is not the prescut objectit;’n;
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. but I will beg leave, with your Jordships® permis-
sioR, to consider whether this does not fall within
the same reavon; for I canmot cenceive that the
law, which is so peculiarly watchful over the per-
sonal quaiifications of the grand jury, shocld not
.be equally attentive to the evidence which is laid
before them, and upon which they are to decide
the fate of the bill which is-offered to their consi-
deration. 1 take it to be as essential to the finding
of the bill, that the evidence offered to the grand
jury should be such as the law allows, as it is when
the indictment afterwards coines to be tried before
your lordships; and if that rule holds, I trustl
shall have very litue difficulty in convincing your
lordships that this bill has been improperly found.
My lords, the prosecutor has thought it so mate-
rial to admit Mr. Robertson a witness in this cause,’
that though, in my humble apprehension, he
stands in a more criminal light than the prisoner at
the bar, yet they have thought fit to bargain with
him, to let him off from a capital felony of the
most dangerou; sort to society—the most peculi-
arly so, from his situation in life, of any man that
can be charged withsuch an offence. Mr. Robert-"
son stands in this business as a sworn broker of the .
«ity of London: assuch, it was his peculiar duty
to preserve good faith between man and man: he
ds bargained with by the prosecutor to be.Jet off in
a case where he stands upon the appearance agninst
him, now as the most criminal, for the purpose of
ﬂocuxi_ng evidence against the prisoner at the bar,
y lords, if that evidence be improper, there re-
mains but ove thing more to be enquired intoj
that is, whether your lcrdships can say that that
¢vidence has not had an improper effect, when it
: was
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was admitted before the grand jury. It is not im-
obable that the bill might be found wholly upon
_his evidence: if I have a right to assume that as a
fact, because the proiecutor has thought it mate-
rial and absolutely necessary to producé him be-
fore the grand jury, why, then, your lordships sit-
ting here cannot say but this indictment may have
been found upon his evidence only : if it-beso, is:
Robertson a person whose evidence ought to have
been received? [f I am right in saying that the
same evidence, and the same evidence only, is le~
gal before a grand jury, which is legal upon a trial,,
Iapprehend the case which was mentioned in Lord
Hale, folio 303, is decisive upon this point. My
lords, there are more passages in that folio book.

The first was the case mentioned of ¢ Henry Trew, .

indicted for a burglary, aud (by the advice of
Keeling, chief justice; Brown, justice; and
Wilde, recorder) Perrin was sworn a witness
against Trew, as to the burglary, which he con-
fessed, but was not indicted for the other felony.®
Here he was admitted, because he confessed him-
self guilty. . The passage before that in Lord Hale
scems to me still stronger: If two defendants be
charged with a crime, one shall not be examined
against the other to convict him of an offence,’
unless the party eximined confess himself guilty.”
Now, has Robertson confessed himself guilty 3—
No, he has not; then there is an express authq-
rity, by Lord Hale, that not having done it, he is
no witness; he does not stand in that predicament
which Lord Hale states the man to be there. ‘He-
says, that they were both charged with the crime ;
that is the case here ; the prisoner and Robertson
‘were both committed for the same crime ; he stands

now charged with that crime, and he has not plead-
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ed guilty,: therefore upon this authority I take.ir
to be clear, that he cannot be admitted a witness
upon the trial 5 and if not, I must leave it to the
ingenuity of the learned counsel to shew whya
man, who the law says shall not be a witness upon
the trial, shall be adnitted a witness to find the bill-
upon, against a man whom there is no other evi-
dence to-affect.”

Mr. Mansfield, and the other counsel employed
for the prosecution, replied to these arguments with
equal ingenuity and professiondl knowledges It
was now _agreed on, that the trial shonld be proceed-
ed on; and the question re-pecting the compstency
of Robertson’s evidence, be reserved for the opr-
‘nicn of the Twelve Judges. Hereupon- Dy, Dodd
was indicted for torging a bond for the payment
of 4200l. with intent to defraud, &c. and the facts:
already stated were sworn to by the respective wit-
nesses. When the evidence was gone through, the
Court called upon the doctor for his defence,
which was as follows:

¢¢ My Lords, and G:ntlemen of the Jury, N
1¢¢ Upon the evidence whicih has beew: this day
produced against me, I i d it very difficuit te ad-
dress your Lordships: there is no man in the world
who has a deeper sense of the heinous nature of the
crime for which I stand indicted thin myself. [
view it, my Lords, in all its cxtent of malignancy
towhrds a commercial state, like ours 3 but, my
Lords, I humbly apprehend, though no lawyet,
that the moral tuipitude and maliguiney of the
crime always, both in the eyc of the law, and of
-yeligian, consists in the intention. I am irform.
ed, my lords, that the act oi parliament on this-
‘ . : ’ head
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head rung perpetually in thisstyle, avith an intention
10 defraud. ~ Such an intention, my lords and gen=
tlemen of the jury, I believe, has not been at-
tempted to be proved upon me, and the consequen~
ktes that have happened, which have appeared be-
fore you, sufficiently prove that a’ pertect and am.
ple restitution has heen made. I leave it, my lords,
o you, and the gentlemen of the jury, to. consi-
der, that if an unhappy man ever deviates from
the law of right, yet, if in the single first moment
of recollection, he does all that he can to make a
full and perfect amends, what, my loxds, and gen-
tlemen of the jury, can God and man desire fur-
thei? My lords, there are a variety of little cir-
cumstances, too tedious to trouble you with, with
Tespect to this matter.,  Were I to give a loose ta
my feelings, I bave many things to say which I
am sure you would feel with respect to me: but,
my lords, as it appears on atl hands, as it appears,
gentlemen of the jury, in every view, that no in-
jory, irtentional or real, has beendone to any man
upon the face of the earth, I hope that, therefore,
you will consider the case in its true state of.cle-
mency> I must observe ta. your lordships, that
though I have met with all candour in this court,
yet I have been pursued with excessive.cruelty 5 §
have been prosecuted after the most express en-
. gagements, after the mast solemn assurances, after
the most delusive, soothing arguments of Mr.
Manly; [ have been prosecuted with a cruelty
scarcely to be paralleled. A person, avowedly
criminal iu the same inlictment with mysclf, has
bgen brought forth as a capital witness againt nie 5
a fact, I believe, totally unexampled. My lords,
oppressed as JI_am with infapy, loaded as I am

with , distress, sunk uader this cruel 'prosecution"
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your lordships, and the gentlemen of the jury, can-
not think life-a matter of any value to me. No,
my lords, I solemnly protest, that death of ail bles-
sings would be the most pleasant to me after this
pain. I have yet, my lords, ties which call upom
me—ties which render me desirous even to coatir
nue this miserable existence.- I have a wife, my
lords, who, for twenty-seven years, has lived an
unparalieled example of conjpgal attachment and
fidelity, and whose behaviour during this trying
scene would draw tears of approbation, I am sure,
even from the most inhumap. My lords, I have
creditors, hoffesf men, who will lase much by my
death. I hope, for the sake of justice. towards

them, some mercy will be shewn to me.  If, upon .

the whole, the:e considerations at all avail with
you, my lords, and you gentlemen of the jury—
if, upon the most impartial survey of mauters, nof
the slightest intention‘of injury can appear to any
. one—and I solemnly declare it was in iy power ta
yeplace it in three months—of this I assured M,
Robertson frequently, and had his solemn assur-
ances that no man should be privy to it but Mr,
Fletcher and himself—and if no injury was dong
to any man upon earth, I then hope, T trust, I fully
confide myself in the tenderness, humanity, and
protection of my country,”™ ‘,

The jury retired for about ten minutes, and
then returned with a verdict, *¢ that the prisones
was Guilty ;° but at the sane time presented 8
petition, humbly recommending the doctor to the
royal mcicy.  On the first day of the sessions held
at the Old Bailey, in May, Dr.'Dudd, being put
* to the bar, was addressed by Mr. Justice Aston in

the following terms: -

' e % ¢ Dr.
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v Pr. Willilam Dodd, = . .
% When you were brought up in last February
sewsions to'plead to an indictment found by the
gard jury of Middlesex for forgery, before you
[pleaded, or the trial was proceeded upon, a ques-
tion-was submitted to the court by you, with the
advice of your counsel, which was reserved for the
opinion ofy the judges; that is, whether you were
bound to plead to, and ought to be tried, upon
that indictinent, as the name of Lewis Robertson,
tommitted for the same forgery, appeared to be
indorsed as a witness upon the bill of indictment,
and that bhe hdd been taken before the grand jury
to be examined as a witness, by means of an order
directed to the keeper of Newgate, which bad been
improperly obtained, on the 19th of February, and
which was. afterwards vacated by the court.——s
The’ judges have met, and have fully considered
t¥e whole matter of this objection; and they are
unanimously of opinion, that the necessity of some
proper authority o ¢arry a witness, who happened
to be in custody, before the grand jury, to give evi-
dence, regards the justification of the gaoler only ;
but that no objection lies upon that account in the
mouth of the party indicted, for, in respect of him,
the finding ‘ot the bill is right, and atcording to .
law. Whether a private prosecutor; by using an
accomplice in or out of custody as a witness, gives
such a witness a plea not to be prosecuted, or can
entitle himself, the prosecutor, to have hisrecog-
nizance discharged, is a matter very fit for consie.
deration, ugder all the circumstances of the particu=-
lar case, when that question shall arise; butitisa
matter in which the party indicted has no concern,
nor can he make any legal objettion to the produc-
C Za2 fooawg T
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ing such a person as a witness, for the accomplic¢

is, against him, a lcgal and competent witness, and

so was Lewis Robertson npon the bill of indict-.
aent pieferred against you, the judges, there-

fore, are of opinion, that the proceedings upon

that indictment against you were legally had, and

that you were therenpon duly convicted according

to law. ‘Of this opiuion I thought it most proper

thus early to apprize you, that you may be prepar-

ed for the tonsequence of it at the close of the

. sessions.’ 4 ‘

To this address Dr. Dodd replied in the follow-
ing terms: ) i

© ¢ MY LORrD,

¢ I humbly thank your lordship, and the rest

of thelearied judges, for the consideration you-
have been pleased to give to the objections made-
by my counsel, on that awful day of my trial ; and.
1 rest fully satisded, my lord, inthe justice of your
Jordship’s opinion.™ :

On the last day of the sessions Dr. Dodd was

again put to thie bar, when the clerk of the ar-
raigns said,— .

¢ Dr. William Dodd, , .

¢ You stand convicted of forgery—what have .

you to say why this court should net give 'you
judgment to die according to law ?

Hereupon Dr. Dodd addressed the coust as fol-
OWS (== :

¢ MY
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‘“ My forp, ’ . '
% T now stand before you a dreadful example of
human infirmity. I'entered upon public life with

the expectations common to young men whose edu:, -

vation has been liberal, and whose abilities have
been flattered ; and when I became a clergyman,
T considered myself as not impairing the dignity of
the order. I was not an idle, nor, I hope, an usea
Jess minister :- 1 taught the truths of christianity
with the zeal of conviction, and the authority of
innocence. ‘My labours were approved——my_pul=
pit became popular ; and I have regson to believe,
that of those who heard me, some have becn pre~
served from sin, and some have beén reclaimed.—s
Condescend, my lord, to think, if these ¢onside-
rations aggravate my crime, how much they must
eémbitter my punishment! Being distinguished and
¢levated by the confidence of mankind, I had tod
much. confidence in myself, and thinking my in<
tegrity, what others thought it, established in sin«
cerity, and fortified by religion, I did not consider
.the danger of vanity, nor suspect the deceitfulness

of my own heart,  The day of conflict came, in-

which temptation “seized and overwhelmed me! I
. eommitted the crime, which I entreat your lord-
ship to believe that my cohscience hourly repre-
gats to me in its full bulk of mischicf and mali

nity, Many have been overpowered by tempra-
tion, who are now among the penitént in heaven |
To an act now waiting the decision of vindictive
justice, I will not presumie to oppose the counter-
balanice of almost thirty yfars: (a great part of the
life of wian) passed in exciting and exercising cha-
tity—in relieving such distresses as I now feel—in

administering those consolations which I now want, °

I will uot otherwisc extenuate my offcr.e’, than by
ot R X1 declaring,

PR B & N
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declaring, what I hope will appear té.many, and

-what many circumstances make probable, that T

did not intend finally-to defraud : nor will it bes
come me to apportion my own punishment, by al-
ledging that my sufferings have been not much less
than my guilt. I have fallen from reputation,
whieh ought to have made me cautious, and from
a fortune, which ought to have given me caitent.
1 am sunk at once into poverty and scorn: my
name and my crime fill the ballads in the streets;
the sport of the thoughtless, and the triumph of
the wicked! It may seem strange, my lord, thar,
remembering what I have lately been, I should
still wish to continue what I am! but contempt of
_death, how speciously soever it may mingle with
heathen virtues, has nothing in it suitable to chris-
tian penitence. Many motives impel me to beg
earnestly for life. I feel the natural horror of a
violent death, the universal dread of untimely dis-
solution. I am desirous to recompence the injury
I have done to the clerpy, to the world, and to
1eligion, and to efface the scandal of my erime, by
the example of my repentance : but, aboeve all, I
wish to die with thoughts more composed, and

“¢almer preparatian. The gloom and contusion of

a prison, the anxiety of a trial, the horrors of sus-
pense, and the irevitable vicissitudes of passion,
leave not the mind in a due disposition for the holy
exercises of prayer and self-examimation: Let not
a little life be denied me, in which I may, by me.
ditation and contrition, prepare myself to stand at
the tribunal of, Omnipotence, and support the pre-
sence of that judge,.who shill distribute to all ac-
Eording' to their, works—who will receive and par.

on the repenting sinner, and from whom the mer-

citul shall gotain mercy ! For these reasons, my

) JOIdS,
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lords, amidst shame and misery, I yet wish to
live ; and most hambly implore, that T may be re-

commended by your lordship to the clemency of his
majesty.”

.,The’Rec‘ordet now replied,— .

s¢.Dr. William Dodd,

. ¢ You have been convicted of the offence of
publishing a forged and counterfeit bond, know-
ing it to be forged and counterfeited ; and you
have had the advantage which the laws . of this
country afford to every man in that situation, a
airy aw impartial, and an_ attentive trial. The
jury, to whose justice you appealed, bave found
you guilty ; their verdict has undergone, the consi-
deration of the learned judges, and they found no
ground to impeach the justice of that verdict ; you
yourself have admitted the justice of it; and now
the very painful duty that the necesity of the law
imposes upon the court, to pronounce the sentence.
of that law against you, remains only to be per-
formed. -You- appear.to entertain a-very proper
sense of the enormity of the offence which you.
have committed ; you appear too in a state of con.
trition of mind, and 1 doubt not have duly re-
flected how far the dangerous tendency of the of-
fence you have been guilty of is increased by the
influence of example, in being committed by a
peison of your character, and of the sacred fune.
tion of which you are a member. These senti-
ments seem to be yours : I would wish to cultivate
such sentiments; but' I would not wish te add to
~ the anguish of a person in your situation by dwell-
ing upon it. ; Your application for inercy inust l&e

: made
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made elsewhere : it would' be cruel in the court to
flatter.you ; there is a power of dispensing mercy,
where you may apply.  Your own geod sense, and
the coutrition you express, will induce you to les-
sen the influence of the example, by publishing
your hearty and sincere detestation of the offence
of which you are convicted; and that you will not
attempt to palliate or extenuate, which would in-
deed add to the degree of the influence of a crime
- of “this kind being committed by a person of your
character and 'known abilities; I would therefore .
warn you against any thing of that kind. Now,
having said this, I am obliged to pronounce.the
sentence of the law, which is—-That you Dr. Wm,
Dodd be carried from hence to the place from
whence you canre; that from thence you are to be
cairied to the place of execution, where you are tg
be hanged by the neck urdtil you are déad. |

¢ .
‘T'o-this Dr. Dodd replied, ¢ Lord Jesus, receive
my soul!™ o7 .

The exertions now made to save Dr. Dodd were
perhaps beyond all example in any country. The . -
newspapers were filled with letters' and paragraphs
in his favour, Individuals of all ranks and de-
grees exerted themselves in his behalf: parish offi-
cers went, in mourning, from house to house, to
procure subscriptions ta a petition to the king ; and.
this petitioh, which, with the names, filled 23
sheets of parchment, was actvally presented. Evén

 the lord-mayor and common-council wentin a body.
fo St. James's to solicit mercy for the convict.
As clemency, however, had been denied to the
unfortunate I;ermus, it was de¢nred anadvisable

v to
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to extend it te Dr. Dodd.®* This unhappy cler-
gyman was attended to the place of execution, in
a wmourning-coach, by the %e\n. Mr. Villette,. or-
dinary of Newgate, and the Rev. Mr, Dobey.—g.
Another ciiminal, named John Harris, was exe-
cuted at the same time. It is impossible to give
an idea of the immense crouds of people that
thronged’the streets fiom Newgate to Tyburn.—

When the prisoners arrived at the fatal trce, and -

Wwere placed in the cart, Dr. Dodd exhorted  his
fellow-sufferer in so generous a mauner, as testi-
fied that be had not forgot the duty of a clergy-
man, and was very, fervent in the exercise of his
own devotions. Just before the parties were turned

off, the doctor whispered the executioner. What.

he said is ndt ascertained ; but it was observed that
the man had no sovner driven away the cart, than
he ran immediately under the gibbet, and took
hold of the doctor’s legs, as if to steady the hody,
and the unhappy man appeared to die without
pain ; but the groans, prayers, and tears of tho:-

: .-sands

* It was observed to his majesty, that if Doctor .
Dodd was pardoned, the Perreaus werg murdered.

“Since the execution of Dr. Dudd, severai convicted

of forgery have been pardoned ; theretore, accord- .
ing to this sophistical mode Qf reasoning, Doctor
Dodd, the Perreaus, and ail who have suffered
before, have been MURDERED. How often in a.
gang of convicted mutinecrs, are several, at ‘the
moment of ‘expected punisbment, for‘givcn, and .
only two er three examples mave ! Arc those exams
ples MURDERED ?  Mercy is a royal prerogative,
and justice should withdraw when she 15 pleased to
sinile, ' " EDITOR.



262 * DONELLAN.

sands attended his departare. e suffered on the
27th of Jume, 1777. See GRrIFFITHS, WM.
DONELLAN, JOHN, Esg. (MURDERER,)
was the son of Colonel Donellan. At the age of
twelve years he entered into the royal regiment of
artillery ; with part of which regiment he went to
the East Indiesin 31754. On his anival ghere, hie
changed his service into the 39th regiment of foot
_but, on that regiment being ordered home, he,
with many other officers of the same regiment, had
his Majesty's leave to remain in the, service of the
East India"Company. without prejudice to their
rank in the army. He then obtained a company,
and certainly distinguished himselfas a good sdldier,
being much wounded in the service, and, if his own
account may be credited, was singularly instru-.
mental to the taking of Mazulapatam. However,
being appointed one of the four agents for prizes

money, he condescended to receive some presents -

from some black merhants, to whour part ef their
effects had been ‘ordered to.be restored. For this

he was tried by a court-martial, and cashiered. In

the sequel, he purchased a share in the Pantheon,
where he figured some time as ma-ter of the cere-
-monies. After a’ variety of applications, he at
Jength obtained a certificate from the war-office,
that he had behaved in the East Indies ¢ like a
gallant officer ;** in consequence of which he was
put upon half-pay in the 39th regiment., But,
notwithstanding the most strenuous memorials and
titions, representing his great services, and insist-
ing that the offence for which he was broke was of

a civil nature only, not cognizable by a court.

martial, he never could obta:n a restoration intothe
Company’s service. In June, 1777, he married
. Miss Boughton. OnwFriday, March 30, 1781, he,
' : . ‘ wag.

!
:
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was tried at the assizes at Warwick, for the wilful
murder of Sir Theodosius Edward Allesley Bough-
ton, Bart. his brother-in.law. Mr, Digby opened
the indictment, after which Mr. Howorth stated,
and minutely commented on all the circumstances,
'which he intended, in tlie course of the trial, to
adduce. it evidence. Mr. Powell, apothecary, of
Rugby, was thie first witness examined on the part
of the crown. He had attended Sir Theodasius
Broughton for two months before his death, on
accoung of a slight venereal complaint. He gave.
hin some coaling physic for about three weeks,
This was discontinued for about a fortnight, when
it was repeated on, account of a small swelling in
the.groin, that did not rise above the skin. For this
he gave- him- four more doses, twe of manna and

salts, and the other two of rhubarb and jalap. The
last draught he sent was on Tuesddy the 29th of

*August. He had previously seen. Sir Theodosius
that day, who, appeared to him in great spirits and

good health. He produced two phials in court,

the one containing the rhubarb draught, exactly as

he had sent it to Sir Theadosius, the other had the

same ingredients. with the difference of  laurel wa-

ter instead of simple water. On the Wednesday

morning, he was sent for to Lawford-hall.™ He

arrived there a little before nire. Captain Donel.

lan accompanied him into Sir Theodosius’s. room,

He had been dead near an hour. - The witness saw

fo distostion, nor any thing particular. He con.

tinued some minutes in the room. Captain Donel-

Jan asked him no question, but, in answer to his

enquities, said that Sir Theod®sius died ¢ in cone

valsions.””  Being questioned what further conver-

| sation he had then with Mr. Dopcllan, he said th;t
¢

- s
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he could not recollect his particular words, but his
eneral intent was to make him believe that ¢ Sir
heodosius had taken cold.”” Lady Boughton de-
posed,. that Sir Theodosius was twenty years old
on the 3d of August last. On his coming of age,
he Wwould have been entitled to above 2000l. a year.
On the event of his dying a minor; the greater part
of his fortune was to descend to the sister, the wife
of Mr. Donellan. The prisoner, several times be-
fore the death of lier son, had talked to her about.
the state of his health. His expressions were,—
¢ Don't talk about leaving Lawford-hall ; he is in
3 very bad state of health: you cannot’ tell what
may happen before that time.”” She thought he
meant his being so very venturous in going a hunt-
ing, and the like. Mr. Fonnereau, a friend of her
. son,” was expected'at Lawford-hall, the latter end .
of the weck in which he died. , He was to stay a.
week, and then Sir Theodosius was to have returned
with him into Northamptonshire 3 Sir Theodosius
had not said how long he intended to continue thete.
On Tuesday, the 29th of August, a servant was
sent to Mr. Powell for the diaughts for Sir Theo-
dosius.  Upon enquiry where the servant was, Mr
Donellan said, ¢ O, Sir Theodosius had sent him
a second time for the bottle of stuff.” It was
known in the family that Sir Theodosius was to take
his physic the next morning. He used to put his
thsic in his dressing-room. He happened once to
orget to take it ; upon which Mr, Donellan said,
¢ Why don't you set it in your outer room ? then
YO“ would not so soon forget it."” After this he
had several times the medicines upon his shelf over
the chimney. piece in his outer room. On the
svening of Tuesday, the 2§th, about six o’clock,
o Sir

’



DONELLAY. - 2065

8t Theodosius went 2 fishing, attended only by
one servant, Samuel Frost. She and Mrs. Donellan
took a walk g the gaiden. They were there above
an hour. To the best of her recollection she had
secn.nothing of Mr. Donellan after dinner till about -
seven o’clock, when he came out of the house door
into the garden, and told them that ‘¢ he had
been to see them a-fishing, and that he would have
psrsvaded Sir Theodosius to come in, lest he.should
take cold, but he cculd not.” Sir Theodosius came
home a little aftér nine, apparently very well. He
went up into his own-rooin soon after, and went ta
bed. He requested her to call him the next morn-
ing, and give him his physic. Accordingly, she
want into his room about seven that morning, when
he appeared to be very well. She asked him,
% Where the bottle was? he said, ¢ It stands-
there upon the shelf.””  He¢ first desired her to get
him a bit of cheese, inorder to take the taste out of
his mouth, which she ¢id. He then desired her to -
read the label, which she accordingly did, and
found ‘there was wiitten upon it, ¢ Purging
draught for Sir Theodosius Boughton.”” Asshe . .
was talking to him, she omitted to shake the bottle,
Observing that, he'said, ¢ Pour it back again, ang .
shake the bottle.>>  TIn doing this she s ilc part of
it upon the table; the rest she gave him. Ashe .
was taking it, he observed, ¢ it smelt and tasted
very nauseous:' upon which she said, ¢« I think it
smeils very strongly like bitter almonds.””  She
gave him thecheese; he chewed it and spit it out,
He then remarked, that ¢ he thought he should
not be able to keep the medicine upon bis stomach.>*
She gave him some water; he washed his mouth
with it, and, spitting it out, 1y down, Herea
. 2 A bottle
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battle was delivered to f.ady Boughton,. (contais.
ing the genuine draught) which she was desired fo
smell at, and to inform the court, whether it smeit
. at all like the medicine Sir Theodositis took. Shé
answered in the negative. She was then desired t@
- smell at another, (containing the draught with the

addition of the laurel-water,) which she said hada

smell very much like that of the medicine she gave
to Sir Theodosius.  Lady Boughton thep proceeded
with her evidence. In two minutes, or a minute
and a half, after Sir Theodosius had taken the
dradght, he struggled very much. It appeared to
. her as if it was to keep the drauglit down. He
made a prodigious rattling in his stomach, and
guggling ; and these symptumscontinued about tea
minutes. He then seemed as if he was going te
sleepy or -inclined to dose. = Perceiving him a'lattls
composed, she went out of the room. She return-
ed in aBout five minutes after, and to her great sur-
prise, found him with” his eyes fixed upwards, his
teeth clenched, and foam running out of his mouth.
She instantly desired a servant to take the first
horse he could get, and go for Mr. Powell. She
saw~Mr. Donellan in léss than five minutes after.

~ He came into the room where Sir ‘Theodosius lay,

- and asked her, ¢ What do you want 2™ she an:
swered, ¢¢ She wanted to inform him what a terri-
ble thing had happened; that it was an unac:
countable thing in the doctor to send siich a medi.
cine, for, if it had been taken by adog, it woull

have-killed him, and she did not think her soa, -

would live.” He asked, ¢ In what manner was

Sir Theodosius, then?' She told him. He thea,
asked her ¢ whire the physic bottle was?* She

shgwed him the twa draughts, He took up one of
“the
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the Bottles, and sa“id,/ “¢ Is this it 2** ‘She answered,
“*Yes.” He took it, and, after rincing it, emptied
# into some dirty"water that was in a wash-stand
bason. . After he had thrown the contents of the
first bottle into the wash-hand basen, she ob-erved,
* that he ought not to do ‘that.” She added,
*“'What .are you at? you shall not meddle with
the ‘bottle.”> -Upon that hie snatched up the other
bottle and rinced it ; then he put his ﬁ}:lgcl‘ to it,
ad tasted it. She said, *¢ What are you about 2
you ought not to meddle with the bottles.” Upen
which he said, * I did it to taste it.”” But he did
wot taste the first bortle. Sarah Blundell and Ca-
tharine Amos came up into the room. The for-
mer is since dead.  He desired Sarah Blundell *¢ to
rake away the bason, the dirty things, and the bot-
tles;” and he puththe bottles into her hands. Her
ladyship took the bottles from her, set them down,
and bid her let the things alone. He then desired
“¢ that the room might be cleaned, and the clothes _
thrown into an inner room.”>  Her lagdyship
epened the door of the inner room. ' As soon as
Sarahy Blundell had put the clothes into that room,
Mr. Donellan, while the witness’s back was turned,
put the bottles jnto her hand again,-and bid her
take them down ; and was angry she had not done
it at first.  This circumstance Sarah Blundell told
ber; for all thatshe herself knew of it in fact was
that the bottles were taken out of the room. Some
time dfterwards her ladyship went down into the
parlour. Mr.and Mrs. Donellan were there. The
prisoner, in the witness's presence, said to his wife,
that ¢¢ her mother had been pleased to take notice
of his washing the bottles, and that he did not
know what he should have done, if he had not

- thaught of saying he put the water into it to put
o 2A3 . his -~
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his finger to it to taste.”” The 'witness, on thisy

turned away from him to the window, and made no.

answer ; upon which he repeated the same. As
she still made no answer, he desired his wife to ring
the bell, in order to call up a scrvant 5 when the
servant came, he grdered himi to send in the coach-
man. When he came, the prisoner said, ¢« Will,
don’t you remember that I'set out of these iron
gates at seven o'clock this morning 2 ¢ Yes, Sic,”
said he. ¢ And that was the first time of my go-
ing out ; I have never been on the other side of the
house this morm'ng: you remember that I get,out
there this morning at sevén o’clock, and a<ked for
a horse to go to the Wells?™ ¢ Yes, 8ir.”> Mr.
Donellan said, ¢¢ then you are my evidence.™ The
servaat answered, ¢ Yes, Sir.”” She did not recok-
lect that the prisoner made any ether observation.
She then said, that Mr. Douellan received a letter
from Sir William Wheeler, desising the body might

be opened. He shewed her his answer to this let--

ter.” She told him, ¢¢ he had betier let it aione,
and not send such a letter as that; but she did
not tell him the reason of her disliking it.  He re-
plicd, ¢ it was necessary to send an answer, andlhc
would send it.”” She afterwards’ atteaded before

. the corcner and the jury in order to be examincd.

Mr. Donellan was present.  She mentioned to the
jury the circumstance of the prisoner’s rincing she
bottles. Being returzed to Lawford-hall, the pti-

had ro occasion to have told the circumsiance of his
washing the bottles: she was only to answer such
‘questions as were put to her ; and that question had
not been asked her. Being asked whether Mr.
Donellan did not endeavour to agcount to her fot
her son’s death, she answered, that, when the things

were
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were removed, in order to be put into the inner
room;, he said to the mnaid, ¢¢ Here, take his stocke
3ags ; they have heen wet ; he has catched cold, to
Be sure ; and that might occasion his death.™ . On .
. that, she examined the stockings, and there. was no
mark or appearance of their having been wet. In
answer to some further questions, she denied that .
she or any of ‘the family had ever declined eating of .
the same dishes that Sir Theedosius did. - Mr. Do-
sellan, indeed, had recommended to her not to
drink out of the same cup, because he was affected
with a venereal disorder; nor to touch the bread he
did, because there might be arsenic about his fin-
gers, as he used to put arsenic for his fish., On her
eross-examination, she said, that long before. Mr,
Donellan had begun to talk of her son's being in a
bad state of health, she had” apprized him and hee
daughter that Sir Theodosius had been ill of a par-
ticular disorder. She acknowledged, that she had
written to Bath, where Mr.and Mrs. Donellan then
were, in the year 1777, and in 1778, that ¢ she
was afraid her son was in‘a bad way, for his fine
comptexion wis gone.”®  In November afterwards
she went to Bath,  She recollected, that a quarrel
happenced there between Sir Theodosius and a gen-
tleman of that city, and that Mr. Donellan inter~
fered to prevent any thing happening. She remem.
bered a second quairel at Rugby, in which she de-
siftd Mr. Donellan would interpose, to prevent thé
consequences, which he told her he did.  She said,
that Sir Theodosius did sometimes amuse himself
with laying poison for fish ; that he semt for a pound
of arsenic; and that, after his death, a large quan-
tity was found in his closet. Catharine "Amos,
cock to Lady Boughton, deposed; that she was call-
. 243 ed
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ed up stairs to the room where Sit Theodosirs lay.:

She confirmed her lady’s evidence with respect 1o
the effects of the draught upon the deceased.  She
then went down stairs /to her work. In about a
. quarter of an hour after shesaw Mr. Donellan, who
said, ¢ Sir Theodosius'was out very late over-night
a-fishing ; it was very silly of him, as he had heen
taking the same physic that he hatl taken before
that time.”” She alsosaw Mr. Doncilan the day the
body was opened. He said, ‘¢ there was nothing:
the matter: it was a blood-vessel had broke, which
had occasioned Sir Theodosius's death.”  About a
fortnight after, Mr. Donellan brought her a still.
that had been washed, and desired her to put it
into the oven todry, that it might not ryst. The
Rev. Mr. Newsam deposed, “that he saw Captain
. Donellan at Lawford-hall the Saturday .preceding
Sir Theodosius’s death ; that the captain informed
him, ¢¢ that Sir Theodosius was in a very ill state
of health ; that he had never got rid of the disorder
that he had brought with -him from Eaton, but
rather, in his opinion, had been adding to it; that
lie had made such frequent use of mercury, inward-
ly and outwardly, that his blood was a mass of
mercury and corruption ; that he had had a violent
swelling in his groin, which they were endeavour.
ing to bring to a head, but he was so obstinare,
that he would not live well enough to do it; that
they were fearful it would return into his blood, for
at that time it was at a crisis; that he had frequent
swellings in his throat, and his breath was so offen-
sive, that they could hardly sit at the table to eat
with him ; that his intellects at intervals were so
much affected, that nobody knew what it was to
live with him.” Mz, Newsam's answer was, * that
) if
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§ that was the case, he did not think his life was
weorth two yean’ purchase.”” He replied, ¢ Not
ne.””  The witness asked him, ¢ Whar advice he
ad ?” be told him, ¢ He was attended by Mr.
Powell of Rugby, and that his medicines were
made up by him from a prescription of Mr. Kerr's
which he bad while be was at Mr, Jones’s; that he
"Bad given him a medicinal book called the Family
Physician, which he was very fond of consulting.™
‘This witness then said, that at the time Sir Theo-
dosius looked like a man to all appearance in
health; he did not look so florid,as He had done.
Mr. Kerr, surgeon, of Northampten, deposed,
that he attended Sir Theodosius when he was at
Mr. Jones's, He really saw no disorder. There
was a small wart or excrescence, very immaterial
indeed. It was so slight that he did not think it a
subjeet of medicine at all. He ordered him some
Totion to wash it with, and dissuaded him from the
use of medicine. He gave him a prescription for
* the lotion, but not for internal medicines. Dr.
Rattray, of Coventry, deposed, that in consequence.
of an anonymous note, desiring him to bring Mr,
Wilmer with him, in order to open the body of Sir
Theodosius Boughton, they went there on Monday
evening the 4th of September. Captain Donellan, -
who received him, asked him if he had heard from,
or seen Sir Williain Wheeler.  He answered in the
negative : the prisoner, before he went up to see
the corpse, shewed him a letter from Sir William
Wheeler, part of which he read: it was that part
of the letter in which Sir William_excused himself
tsom coming to Lawtord-hall, conceiving that no
‘person was proper to be there but the *¢ surgeon
and physician sent for.” Mr. Donellan searched in
- his waistcoat pocket for another letter, but mstea«:. .
. . - T 0
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‘of it pulled out a cover. The.letter the witness
-did sce, the captain said, ¢ was exceedingly polite ;
.the first letter he received was much the same as
this.”” It was now late, Mr. Wilmer went first
intothe room. He came out of jt as the witness
_entered, and testified some surprise. Mr. Wilmee
seeming to think that it would answer no purpose
to open the body-at that time; they asked Mr. Do-
nellan "¢ for what purpose it was to be opened ;™
who answered, ¢ it was for the satisfaction of the
family.> He intimatcd no” suspicion -of poisan.
They therefore thought, that, it being merely fer
that purpose, -it was of no use to open the bady ac
0 latea period. On the gth of September, the
" doctor was again sent for, but by whem he could
not tell. Mr.  Wilmer and he went together, and
met Mr. Buckpell, Mr. Powell, and Mr. Snow, in
Newbold church-yard. Mr. Bucknell opened the
bady. Here the witness proceeded ta describe the
external appearances of the body, and its appear.

" ‘ances in the dissectings. He was then asKed whe-
ther, as he had heard the evidence of Mr. Powell
and Lady Broughton, he could from that gvidence,
totally inJlependent of the appéarances he had been
deecribing, form a judgment of the death of Sir
Theodosius ? he answered, that exclukive of these
appearances, he was of opinion, from the symp-
toms that followed the taking of the draught, that
it was poison, and the immediate cause of his death.
Being desired ta smell at the hottle, and asked
what was the noxious medigine in ity he said it was

. adistillation of laurel-leaves, called "laarel-water,
Here he entered into a detail of several experithents
on animals, tending to shew the instantaneous and
mortal effects of the laurel-water. He knew no-
thing in medicine that corresponded in smeil wih
that
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" ehet mixture, which was like that of bitter almonds.
He further said, that the’quantity of laurel-water
eontained in the bottle shewn to him, was sufficient
to be the death of any hdman creature : and that
the appearances of the body confirmed him' in " his
opinion, that the deccased was poisoned, so far asy
upon the viewing a body so long after the death of
the subject, one could be allowed to form a judg-
ment upoti such appearanceés. On his cross-exami=
nation, being asked whether, after he had heard
Eady Boughton deseribe the symptoms, and after
Be had seen the body opened, he did not give it as
Bis opiniom, that the deceased died of arsenic, he
mid, ¢ I have had such an opition.”> He wasnot
xhamed " to own a mistake. He added, that no-
Body would attempt to form a judgment altogether
wponr the external dppearances of the body when
epeved. Mr. Wilmer confirmed the evidence of
Dr. Rattray, with respect to going to Lawfor4-hall,
o Monday the 4th of Scptember. Had any intis
mation been given to him that Sir-Theodosius died
By poison, he would have opened the body at alt
svents. In general, he agreed with Dr. Rattray,
as to the effccts of the laurel-water. "On his crosse
exanrination he said, that on the 4th and gth o
September, th perceived not the ‘least reluctance in

* the prisoner to the body’s being opencd. From the
symjtoms described by L3dy Boughton, he was
elearly of opinion that Sir Theodosius’s, death was
accdsioned by the poisonous ‘draught administered
w him by his mother. The heaving of the sto-
mach, one of the symptoms she described, did not
attend an epilepsy. Dr. Ashe, of Birmingham, was
of opinion, trom the symptoms described, that the

deceased died by poison. If the laurcl-water were
o " distiled
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distilled strot‘rf enough to collect the essential oil,
a tea-spoonfi

few seconds; and ‘he believed as strong a poison
might be made from bitter almonds. - Dr. Parsons,
professor of anatoiny, at Oxford; was of opinion,
that Sir Theodosius died by poison, aird’that poison
was laurel-water. He adduced a case, from Di:
Rutty, ¢ of a gisl of eighteer years of age, in per
feat health, who taok less thas two spoonfuls of the
_ first runnings of simple water of laurel-leaves: with-
in half a minute she feil down, was convulsed, foam-
ed at the amouth, and died in a short time.® On
his cross-examination he said, that black-cherry wa«

ter was said to-have the same smell, bu¢ it was now

out of use, nor did he belicve there was an apothe-
cary in the island that had it, and therefore it could
not be substituted by accident €or the ather vehicle.
Bitter almonds had that smell, and spicits flavoured
with them were said to be poisonous to the human
species. Mzr- Bucknill, surgeon, at Rugby, de-
posed, that hg waited on Mr. Dogellan, of his own
accord, on Tuesday morning, the sth of Septem-
ber, and told him, that ¢¢ he heard that Dr. Ratt-
ray and -Mr. Wilmer had been there; that he was
faformed he and the rest of the family wanted the
body of" Sir Theodosius to be ppened ; that he had
beard they had decliped opening it on account of
the putrid state it was i ; but that, if it would be
any satisfaction to the tamily, he would at all
events take out the stamach.” Mr. Donellan re-
fused this. He said, ¢ that Dr. Rattray aud Mr.
Wilmer had been there, and. had declined opening
_the body, and it would not be fair to do any thing

after men so eminent in their profession had said st -
was impossible.”  In consequence of this answer, .
- . N R

. ) ke

.of “it would destroy animal life ina .

< B
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be went away. The next day, at two a'clock, he
went again to- Lawford-hall, i consequence of 3
verbal message from' Sir William Wheeler, to meet
Mr. Snow there. He saw Mr. Doneltan in the hall,
and ssked him *if Mr. Spow was come?” ke
said, ¢ hie'was not come.”” The witness told hint
that he had received a verbal message from Sir
William Wheeler to meet Mr. Snow there, and they
were to get the body into the garden, or any othet
convenient place, and' to open it; to which Mr.
Donellan answered, that ¢ he had then writterf to
Sir William, and tb the gentlement of the faculty
at Coventry; and he then waited Sir William’s fur-
ther orders.”  The witness then went to attend a

atient two miles from Lawford-hall, leaving wortd
he would be back in‘an hour and a half. He re-
turned within an hour. Captain Donellan then
told him that ‘¢ Mr. Snow was gone; that he had
given him orders’ what to«o, and they were pro:
ceeding according to those orders; but,’ he added
¢ I am sorry you have given yourself all this un
necessary trouble.”  The witness then went away,
‘William Frost, coachman to Lady Boughton, de-
postd, that, the morning Sir Theodosius died, the
raptain'and his lady were to go to the Wells to

drink the water. By their orders he had got their

Jhorses ready in the morning.  He tovk them tothe
gate. Caprair Doneilan caine to the gate, and then
said, ¢ T will go and see if my lady 1» ready.”” He
came back, ana said, ¢ My lady is not ready yet ;
T will take my mure and go to'the Wells."! The
witness then put the horses intd the stable. A con.
siderable time after, Lady Boughton came, and de-
sired him instantly to go for Mr. Powell, her son
being dangerously ill. He said, that there was
only heg horsein thic stables  Sheanswered, ¢ thr:

would
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would not go fast enough ; he must get the mare.”
©ao his teling ber that the captain had the mare,
she bade him go and meet him, dnd take the mare. -
Then going towards the gate, the captain came
withinside of it.  He to]d him an on what errand
he was going., The captain’s answer he took ne
particular fiotice of, but mounted the mate and rode
off. He confirmed Lady Boughton’s evidence e
specting his being called.into the parloar, and wa¢
interrogated by the prisoner which gate he went
put of, Samuel Frost .deposed, that he was the
servant sent to Mr. Powe]l for the medicine, on
Tuesday the 29th of August. He reccived it from
Mr. Poweli’s hands, brought it in between five and
six in the afternoon, an.i delivered it to Sir Theodo-
siu> himeelf, wha catried it up stairs. About seven
o'clock, h: went to a place where he was thena
fishing, and staid till he returned.  Captain Donel-
'l_an was not there the whole time, during which Sir
Theodosius was ngver off his harse. - He had boots
ou, and it was not possible to wet his fect. About
six o'clock the next morning he went into his room
and waked him, in order to get some straps to
buckle on-a net he was to carry somewhere. ~ Ths
deceased got out of his bed, and went himself inta
the next reoin to give him the straps.  He then ap-
iearcd to be in a very good state of bealth. " Mary
ymnes deposed, thatshe had been servant to Lady
.',Boughmri about two or three months. *She left her
%l;xce about a month before Sir Theodosius died,
W hen she lived at Lawford-hall, Mr. Donellan used
frequently to distil roses. He kept the’still in what
was called his own reom, which was nat that h=
slept in. " He only slept in this room when Mrs.
Donellan lay in. ~ At that time it was left open,
put at all other times was locked,  Fraucis Amos,
- gardeber
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gardener té Lady Boughton, deposed, that he was
out with $ir Theodosius the whole time he was & .
fishing; .the night before he died. - Mr. Donellan
was not there. The evening “after Sir Theodosius
died, the prisoner came to him in the garden, and
said, ¢¢ Now, gardener, you shall live at your ease,
and work at your ease’; it shall not be as jr was in
8ir Theodosius’s days; 1 wanted ta be master be-
forey, but -I have got master now, and I shall be
master.”> Two or three days after Sir Theodosius
died;-he brought him a still to clean ; it was full of
wet lime. He -said he used the lime to kill fleas.
The witness used to gather lavgnder for him to dis-
sil.  In the garden there were laurels, bays, and
laurel-stines. On the morning that Sir Theodosius
died, Mr. Donéllan came to him, and bid hiin geta
couple of pigeons directly. He answered, ¢¢ there
were none fit to eat.”” The prisoner replied, ¢ it
will make no odds if they’are not, for they are for .
Sir Theodosius. We must have them against the
doctor comes. Poor feHow ! he lies in .a sad agony
now with this d—d nasty distemper; it will be the
~death of -him. *As soon as the witness went intq
the hause with the pigeons, he met his Lady and
Mrs, Donellan at the door. . They were wringing
their hands, and said, ¢ It is too late now; he is
dead.”> William Crofts, one of the coroner’s
jury, deposed, that om .the examinatjon of Lady
Boughton, when she said, ¢ Captain Donellan
tinsed the bottle, he saw-the Captain catch her by
the gown aud give her a twitch. John Darby-
sbire deposed, that he had been a prisoner in War-
wick goal for debt ; that Mr. Donellan and he had
a bed in the snme room for a month or five weeks.
- He remcmbercd to_have had a-conversation with
~ 2B - ’ him
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him about Sir Theodosiuv's' being poisoned.” Ou
his asking him whether the body was poisoned o
not, he said, ¢¢ There was no doubt of it.”” TFie
witness said, ¢ For God’s sake, Captain, who coald
do' it 2" he answeeed, ¢ it was amongst thems
selves ; he had no hand in‘iti™® The witness azked
¢ Whom he'meant by themselves?** he answered,
'¢¢ Himself, Lady Boughton, the footman, and the
apothecary.”” The witniess replied, ¢¢ Sure” St
Theoddsius could not do it himself ¥ He said;
¢ He did not think he did, he-could mot believe e
would.”” The witness answered, ‘¢ The apothe:
cary could, hardly do it; he woald lose a good
patient; the footman could have go intérest in it;
and it was yery unnatiiral- to’ suppose’ that Lady
Boughton would do it.* He then said; ¢ How
cayetous' Lady Boughton was; she had reteived-an
anonymous letter the day after Sir Theodosius’s
death, charging her plump with poisoning: hini;
that she called him and read- it to him, and sh¢
tiembled ;' she desited he would not let his wife
know of that letter, and asked him: if he would
give up his right to the personal estate, and tostme

. estates of about 200l. a year Lelonging o thé

family.”” The conversation was about 2 month
after the Captain came' inito- the gaol. At othet
timves he has said, ¢¢ That he was innocent; it wag
impossible he could do a thing that never was i
his power.” ‘This being the chief evidence, the
prisoner, in his defence, pleaded a‘tbtal igriorance
of the fact, and - several respectable characters boté
testimony of  his integrity, ‘The jury, however,
found him guilty, and he réceived sentenct of
death. Immediately after his conviction, a divine,
accompanied by a particular friend of the prisoner,

. . - went
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went to see himy and to all appearance he was per-
feetly resigned to his unhappy fate. It was urged
to him, that as the evidence had been so-clear,a de- -
nial of the fact would be looked upon by the world
#sa mean prevarication, and would induee people
to throw additional insult upon his memery. To
this abservation he answered, ¢ he could not help
any man's conclusions ; he knew his own heart, and
would with his last breath assert his innocence;
some few unguarded and unpremeditated expres-
sions, aggravated by falshoeds af the most flagrant
kiud, which were sworn at his trial, have mduced a
jury to take his life ; but time would do him justice,
aad prove bun an injured man, ruined by those
who oiizht to bave been his friends.”” Perceiving
the gentlemen in astonishment at this conversation,
be added, ¢ that he should dedicate to-morrow
(Sunday) to the purpose of drawing up an answer .
to, and a refutation of the evidence, and should
leave it with a friend, that he bad no doubt would
comply with the last request ‘he should make, that
of seeing .it correctly published.” He was asked
whether he had not a desire to see his wife, and
take a last farewel. “ To this he hastily replied, ¢ I
do beseech, you, let menot hear again of this: if
she does not cowe, I shall die composed.”” On Sun-
day evening he deposited his case with a gentleman
of Coventry, who assisted him in his trial, with an
earnest 1equest, that he would print and publish it,
He then gave some directions relative to the adjust-
ment of the sad opetation which was to take place
in the morning, and appeared remarkably cheerful
and composed. At seven o’dlock next day he was
carried to the place of .execution in a mourning
coach, followed by a hearse, and the sherift”s officers
282 . m

~
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in deep-mourning; as he went.on, he frequently
put his head out ‘of the coach, desiring the prayers
of the people around him.. On his arrival at the
place of execution, he‘alighted from tiie coach,and
ascending a few steps of the ladder, prayed fora:
cansiderable time, and then joined in the usual ser-
vice with the greatest- appearance of devotion; he
then in an awdible tone ot voice addressed the spec-
tators in the following terms:—¢¢ That as he was
then going to appear before God, to whom all de-
teit was known, he solemnly declared, that he was
innocent of the ctime for which he was to sufferl
that he had drawn op -a vindication of himsell,
which he hoped the world.would believe, for it was
of more comsequence to him to speak truth than
falshood, and had. no doubt but that time would
" teveal the many mysteries that had arisen in his
- trial.”  After praying fervently some time, he let
his handkerchicf tall, a signal agreed on between
him and the executioner, and was launched into
eternity.  After hanging the usual time, the bady
wal pot into a black coftin, and conveyed to the
- Town Hall to be dissected. He suffered at War-
wick, on Monday the 2d of April, 1781.
DOWDELL, JOSEPH, Ste TaLsoT,"T.
DOWNIE, DAVID. See WaTT, R.
DRAMATTI, JOHN PLETER, (MURDER-
ER,) was the son of protéstant parents, born at’
Saverdun, in the county of Foix, and province of
Languedoc in France., He received a religious
education ; and, when he arrived at years of matu-.
rity, left his own country on account ef the perse-
cution then prevailing there, and went to Gene-
va. From thence he travelled into Germany, and-
: : . . . served



PRAMATTL, 281

served as 8 horse-grenadier under the elector of
Brandenbuigh, who was afterwards king of Prus-
sia. When he had been in this sphere of ljfe about -
a year, he came over to England, and entered in-
to the service of lord Haveisham, with whom he
remained about twelve months, and then enlisted
as a soldier in the regiment of Col. de la Melo-
niere. Having made two campaigns in Flanders,
the regiment was ordered into Ireland, where it
was broke, in consequence of which Dramatei -
obtained bis liberty. He now became acquainted
with a widow, between 5o and 6o ycars of age,
who pretending ~he had a great fortune, and allied
to the royal family of France, he soon married
her, not only on account of her supposed wealth
and rank, but also of her understanding English
and Irish, thinking it prudent to have a wife who .
could speak the language of the country in which
he proposed to spend the remainder of kis life. As
soen as he had discovered that his wife had no for-
" tune, he took a small house and a piece of ground,
sbout ten miles from Cork, intending to turn far-
mer ; but being altogether ignorant of husbandry,
ke found it impossible to subsist by that profession,
on which he went to Cork, and worked as a skin-
. mer, being the trade to which he was brought up.
At the expiration of a twelvemontlf from his com-
«ing to that city, he went to London, and offering
his service again to lord Haversham, was admitted
as one of his domestics. His wife, unhappy on
" account of their separate residence, wished to live -
with him at lord Haversham’s, whicki he would not
consent to, saying, that his lordship did net know
he was marricd. Hereupon she entcatcd him to
quit his service, which he likewiscrctused, saying
that he could not provide for himselt s well in
. 283 - any
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any other situation, and that it would be ungene=
rous to leave so indulgent a master. The wifcnow
began to “evince the jealousy of her disposition,
and intimated that Dramatti had fixed his affecti=
ons on some other woman; and the following cir-

~ cumstance aggravated the malignant disorder that
preyed upon -her mind. Dramatti being attacked
with a violent fever, about the Christmas preced<
ing the time the murder was committed, his noble
master gave orders that all possible care should be*
taken of him at his lordship’s expence. At this

" period Mrs: Dramatti paid a visit to her husband,
and again urged him to quit his service, which he
positively refused. A servant girl came into the
room, bringing him some water-gruel; and the
wife suspecting thar this was her rival in her hus-
band’s affcctions, once more entreated him to leave
his place; in answer to which, he said he must be
out of his senses to abandon a situation in which
he was o well-provided for, and treated with such
humanity., Dramatti- being recovered from his
illness, visited his wife at her lodgings as often as
was consistent with the duties of his station; but
this not being so often as she wished him to come,
she grew more uneasy than before. At length iord
Haversham took lodgings at Kensington, and Dra- -
matti was so busy in packing up some articles on the
occasion, that he had no opportunity of acquaint-
ing his wife with their removal. ‘At length she
learnt this circumstance from another quarter; on
which, enflamed to the highest degree of rage, she
weut to Kensington, to reproach her husband with
his unkindness to her, though he declared he al--
ways maintained her as well as he was able, and as
a proof of it had*given her three guineas but a.
little time before the murder was committed. . Fre-
R .. quent

.
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quent were the disputes. between this unhappy man
and his wife, till, on the gth of June, 1703, Dra-
wmatti being sent to London, and his business ly=<
ing near Soha, he called on his wife,’ who lodged
3n-that neighbourhood, and having been with her
some-time, he was about to take his leave, but she
Jaid hold of him, .and wanted to detain him.—
Having got away from her, he went towards Char-
ing-cross, ‘to which place” she followed him; but
at length she seemed to yield to his persuasions,
that she would. go home, as he told her he was
going to his lord in Spring Gardens ; instead, how-
ever, of going home, she went and waijted for him
at or near Hyde-patk gate, and in the evening-he
found her there as he was going to Kensington.—
At the Park-gate she stopped him, and insisted
that he should go no farther, unless he took her
with him.. He lett her abruptly, and went towards
Chelsea,. bat she followed him tilt they came near

Bloody bridge, where the quarrel being vehement- °
ly renewed, she seized his neckcloth, and would
have strangled him; whereupon he beat her mose.
unmercifully with his cane-and sword, which lat-
ter she broke with her hands, as she was remark-
able for her strength ; and, if he had been unarm-
ed, could have easily oveipowered him. Having
wounded her in so many places as to conclude that.
he had .killed her, his passion immediately began
to subside, and falling on his knees, -he devoutly
* implored the pardon of God for the horrid sin of
which he had been guilty. He then went on to
Kensington, where his fellow-servants observing.
that -his elothes were bloody, he said he hud bcen
attacked by-two men in Hyde-park, who would
have robbed him of his clothes, but that he de-
fended bimself, and bioke the head of onhe of
’ . them.

o
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‘them. This story wis credited for a short time,
and on the following day Dramatti, went 2o Lon-
dom; where he heard a paper read ip the streets re-
specting the murder that had been commiitted.—
Though hedreaded heing ut.en into custody every

-moment, yet he did not seck to make his-escape,
but dispatehed his besiness in London, and return-
ed to Kensington. ©On the following day the ser-
vants heard an' aceount of the murder that hed
Been committed near Bloody.-bridge ; they imms-
diately hinted to his lordship that shey suspected
Dramatti had murdered his wife, as they had been
known to quarrel before, and as he came home the
precedimg evening with bis sword broke, the hik
of it bruised, his cane shattered, and some blood

" an his clothes. Upon, this lord Haversham, with
a view to employ kim, that lie might not think he
was suspected, bid him get the coach ready; and

in the jaterim vent for a constable, who, on search- -_
ing him, found a woman’s cap in his pocket, which

afterwards proved to haveJdmlonged to bis wife.—
When he was examined before 2 justice of peace,

~ ke confessed he had committed the crime ; but, in
extenuation of it, said that his wife was a worth=
woman, who had entrapped him into marriage,

by pretending to be of the blood-royal of France,
.and a woman of fortuge. On his trial, it appear-
ed that he went into lord Haversham’s chamber
late on the night on which the murder was com.
misted, after. that npobleman was in bed ; and it
was supposed be had an intention of robbing his
Jordship, who called out to know what he wanted.
But, in a solemn declaration Dramatti made after

- his conviction, he stedfastly denied all intention of
. robbing his master, declaring he only went into the
xoom to fetch a silver tumbler which he had forﬁ::t,
T at
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that he might have it jn readiness to tike in some
asses milk in the morning, for his lordship. The
body of Mrs. Dramatti was found in a ditch be-
tween Hyde park and Chelsea, and a track of blood -
was seen to the distaice of twenty yards, at the end
‘of ‘which a piece of a sword was found. sticking in
a bank, which fitted the other part of the sword in
the prisoner’s possession. The circumstances at-
tending the murder being proved to the satisfaction
of the jury, the culprit was found guilty, con-
demnéd, and on the 21st of July, 1703, was eke-
cuted at Tyburn,

DREW, CHARLES, (PARRICIDE;) was the
son.of an attorney of great practice-at Long Mel-
ford in Suffolk, who, though a man of good for~
tune, was of so unaccountable a disposition, that
he .entirely neglected the education of his sons -
who was cohsequently brought up in total igno-,
rance ; and though his talents were fiot of the inx
ferior kind,- there was no probability-of his ever
making a respectable figure in life. This old gene
tleman had quarrelled with, and lived separate from,
“his wife, and behaved in the most reserved and
unfriendly manner to his children, having, besides
this son, five daughters. When young Drew ar-
rived at years of aturity, he became acquainted
with one Eliz. Boyer, who submitted to his solici<
tations, but was a woman of so much art, that
most people thought he would have married her ;.
however, when she urged him to it, he said,—
¢ Betsey, let us stay a little longer—it will be
worse. for us both if 1do it now, for my father
will certainly disinherit me.> ‘To which she re=.
plied, ¢ I wish somebody would shoot “the old
dog.” ..Charles having been to she assizes at.

L : ~ Chelinsfordy
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€helmsford, fell in company with some smugglers,
among. whom was o:::P H.’;nﬁphreys, a hardened
villain, calculated for the execution of any d:pe-
Fate enterprise. With this man he held a confer-
ence, telling him that he would inform him of a
scheme by which he might make his fostune, if ;s
would meet-him at Mrs. Boyer’s Jodgings. Hom-
Phreys aceordingly met him ; when Drew promised
to settle 2c0l. a year on him if he would mum
der his father, and likewise give him.a consider~
able sum jn mancy. Humpheeys hesitated.soms
time—but at length consenting to the horrid pro-

-posal, they went tagether towards-the house, hav-

Ing a gun loaded with sluge, about eleven at night
& the j1st of January, 1740. It seens it was
agreed that yeung Prew was to stand ata distance,

.while Humphreys was to knock at the door, and

ask for the old man : then to shoeot him when he
€ame to speak to him ; but lris courage. failing bim
when he came near the spot, he thiew down the
gun, saying, he would have no concesm in the
murder. On this young Drew cominanded him to
keep silence, on pain of .death ; and, taking up
the yun; went to the door, and when his father
opened it, shot him dead on thie spot.  This done,
Be went away with Humphreys, to whom he said, .
¢ The job is finished !™ on which Humphreys went
to Dunmow in Essex, where he had appoigted to
meet some smugglers that wnight; and after thae
travelled to £undon. An inquest having heen held.
on the budy of the deceased, and Humphreys be-

_ ing told that he was supected, be retuined iato the

councry, but was soon appichended. He did not
impeaclt Drew till some time afterwards,.when the
mterception of some loticis discovered the natyse
- - of

v T
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ef the connection that had subsisted between then,
Mumphreys deposed on the filal,  that meeting the
prisomrer abont a' fortnight after the marder was
committéd; he asked him if he was not concerned .
~at the death of his father. Td which ke replied in
the negative, siying, “ If he had lived he would
have ruined the family.”” Humphreys likewist
emdeavored to exculpate himself from having had
ahy share imthe murder. I the mean time young
Brew went to Londen, amd made applicatien for
the king's pardon to-amy person except hiny whe
had*actually niuedered his father; in consequence
of which' an advestistmeny’ to that purpese was -
inserted in the London Gaketee, signed by the
sectetary of state; and ahother advertiseurent fol-
lowed  it, in which Drew himself offéred a reward
of 100l. on conviction' of the murderer. This pro-
cedure appears evidently to have been intended to
take off all suspicion from himself, though he¢
meant not to fix it-on Hamphveys. Ou the-appre-
“hension of the latter on suspicion ke gave such an
indiffcrent sccount-of . the trahsaction, that he wat
ordered- to be kept in custody. While' he was in
prison ‘Drew sent hint 2ol. with the promise of one

. bundred more. After he was committed, the sus-
picion of his guilr grew stronger, and was corros
borated by several informations. This gave Drew
great uneasiness: he took the utmost pains to sup-
press all farther intormations, and even to destroy
the credibility of those already made. He pub-
licly declared that Humphreys was not the nan -
who shot his father, and threatened to prosecute
the officer who appreheaded him, In the mean-
time Drew 1esided in London, where: ke changed
his name to that of Roberts, and corresponded
with Humphreys, who had assumid the nau:'e ;:t'

. : - ohu
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John Smith.  Some of the letters falling- into the
hands of Timothy Drew, Esq. 2 namesake only,
" he went to London in search of the murderer; and
. after repeated enquiries, was told that he lodged
in Shire lane, whither he went, and enquired for
him by the. name of Roberts. The people of the
‘house said they had no lodgers; but the gentle-
ynan, who had a magistrate’s wartrant for appte-
hending the offender, insisted ‘on searching the
house, but the search was made in vain. On this
he went ta several bagnios, and at length to East-
mead’s in Leicester-ficlds, where he enquired for

Mr. Roberts. It should seem that Drew had given

orders to be denied, for. the landlord said that all
the gentlemen who had lodged there the preceding
night were gone. Mr. Timothy Drew observing
the landlord whisper one of the waitérs; Suspected
the truth of this ‘declaration, called far a pint of
wing, and .asked the waiter to drink with him.—

JAfter some conversaticn, he raised his voice, and

in a positive manner declared he knew Mr. Roberts
was in the house, but that his real name was Chas.
Drew, and that he had murdered his father ; and
be threatened to have all the people in the house
apprehended for concealing a murderer.  The au-
thoritative manner in which he spoke, induced the
waiter to confess that the gentlemen was in the
house; and the unwelcome visitor -being intro-
duced to him, said he had a warrant to apprehend
him, and to take him before Justice De Veil, ona
charge of having murdered his father, Hereupon,
he was conducted to the house of the magistrate;
and, after an examinatjon of above six hours, was
comnmitted to Newgate, under a strong guard.—
* During his residerice in the prison, he offered, and
actually gave, to Jonathan Keate, the tu;rnk;y, 3
! . on
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bond of half his fortune, on the condition of per~
mitting him to escape, and accompanying him to
France : and for the further security of Keate, -he
exccuted a bond to him for the payment of a thou-
sand pounds. The turnkey scemed to comply, and
the time was fixed on for their departure ; but the
man having informed Mr. Akerman, the keeper,
of it, Drew was removed into the old condemned
cell, where a guard was placed over him night and
day. On the approach of the assizes, he was sent
to the gaol of Bury St. Edmuad’s; and Hum-
phreys being admitted an evidence, Diew was con-
victed after a trial of several hours. On convic-
tion, he did not evince any concern for the enor-
mity of the crime of which he had been guilty,
but attributed it all.to his father’s ill treatment of '
him. He said that his father.denied him necessary
money for his expences; and his having refused to
make over an estate to him, was the first instiga--
_tion to his committing the horrid crime. He was
visited by his sisters, who carefully avoided reflect-
ing .on him; and did all in their power to console
“ him in his unhappy situation. He suffered the gth
of April, 1749, aged 25, amidst the greatest
croud of spectators that were almost ever assem-
bled on such a melancholy occasion in that part of
the country. He scemed to give up his lite with
evident signs of reluctance, begging the clergyman
who .attended him to continue the devotions to the
- last possible moment, -

DRURY, ANTHONY, ( HIGHWAYMAN, )
was a native of Norfolk, and the son of parents in
reputable circumstances, who imprudently neglect-
ed to bring him up to any business, When he
arrived: at years of maturity, he wandered about

voL. 1. - 2C L : the
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the ‘country curing 'smoky chimnies, which pre-

cared him the appellation of ¢¢ the smoky doctor™
among those who kriew him. He married a wo-

sman who wis said to possess ‘a very considerable

fortune; but dever reecived more of it than sool,
He lived some years with his wife at Andover, but
occasionally ranged the country, prefercing a wan-
dering to a domestic life. His wife used every ar-
gtrm‘ehteo prevail on him to remain at home, but

solicitations wefe without effect. Sometimes
Je ‘would stroll to London, and carry with him
wuluable articles for ‘hissupport. On one of these
oceasions he pawned soitie plate for rol. and dissi-
-pated ‘thic ‘money in company with women of the
town. - He thus continued, till he reddced his wife

Ito such a state of indigence, that she was obliged .

‘fo the friendship of her relations for a maintensnce.
By a continu¢d course of extrivagance, he grew
<daily more and more vicious, and at length deter-
aminedto eomiitence highwayman. In London be
-fhade ah -acquaintince ‘with Rob. King, the drivér
“of ‘the Bidester waggon, who was a fellow of bad
i¢haracter: and whose practice, for the sake of a
share in‘the booty, ‘wads to ibform the highwaymen
when he had any peisons to travel in his w2ggon
‘who possessed a-considerable sum-of money or va-
Trable effécts, for at this time people of great pro-
-perty used to travel in waggons. Drury being in
«compahy one night with Kilg, the latt¢r told him
that a gentleman named Eldridge would travél in
" his waggon on the following day, and that it would
- bre prucent ‘to rob him befére he got far from
‘towh, s’'he would have with #iim a very consider-
able booty, -Diry listened éagerly to this tale,
_eud dic'texe day-robbed Mr. Eldridge of 214 gui-
. neas,

- /-
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neas, Ashe t?p,l: mongy coly, he had very listle,
apprehiension of detection ; but another travelle: i
the waggon happsning to know him, repaired to
London and gave inforaiation against bim ; where-,
upoti he was taken into custody, and being brought. -
to trial, was copvicted on full evidence  Attes
he received sentence of death, his behaviour was
consistent with bis unhappy situation. He was a
tegular attendant op divine warship, and a con-
stamt peruser of religious books: but at the same
time he did every thing in his power to procure a.
sespite of the fatal sentence. Some people of con-.
sequence exerted themselves: ta obtain the royal
mercy: for Drury, but in vain—his character and
aime militated too forcibly agaipst him. ~After
conviction ke repeatedly wrote to bis wife, desiting
her to come to London, apd, among other motives
to prevail on her, told her she might redeem the
plate he had pawned : but his entreatigs had no
effect. This ner unfeeling indiffercace gave him,
at” uneasiness; and psevented that calmness of
position which a proper preparation for his aps~
proaching exit required. ‘I'wo days before hig,
death he received the sacrament with eyery mark of
- redl eontrition. On the evening preceding bis exe-.
cytion, a gentleman senta woman to enquite whag-
- declaration he would make respecting the waggon-
er; to whom he answered, that he had pa idea of
committing the crime till King propased it tp him ;.
and that his life was sacrificed in consequence of,
his taking that advice. When at the place of exe-

cution, he appeared to possess more goyrage than'
be had done some time before. He agaip declared

that the waggoner had seduced him to commit the

sobbery, and therefore exhorted all young people
acs o
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and both of them received sentence of death.—
After conviction, their behaviour was more resigned
and devout than gould have been expected from
men whese repeated crimes might be suppoed to
have hardened their hearts ; but the terrors of deat
had due effect. Butler was 2’ Roman Catholic,
and Duce a Protestant. The latter was urged by
the ordinary to discover the names of some of his
old accomplices; but this he refused to do, be-
cause, he said, they had left off their practices,
and now lived honest lives. A few moments be-
fore they were launched into eternity, Butler de:
clared that the circumstances of cruelty with which
their crimes had been attended, gave him more
Eain than the thoughts of death; and Duce ac-
knowledged the enormity of his offences, -and beg-
ged the forgiveness of all whom he had injured.—
They suffered at Tyburn, August 14, 1723. See
ANGIER, HuMPHREY, S '
DUELL, WM. (MURDERER,) was convicted
of occasioning the death of Sarah Griffin, at Ac-
, “ton, by robbing and ravishing her. We Rave in-
serted his name in this collection, on account of
the following singular circumstance which suc-
ceeded his execurion. Having soffered Nov 24,
1740, at Tyburn, with Tho. Clock, Wm. Meers,
Margery Stanton, and Eleanor Munoman, (who
had been convicted of several burglaries and: felo-
nies,) his body was brought to Surgeons’-hall to be
anatomized ; But after it was stripped and laid on
_ the board, and one of the servants was washing
him in order to be cut, he perceived life in him,
and found his breath to come quicker and quicker,
on which a surgeon took some ounces of blood
from him: in two hours he was able to sit upin
his chair, and in the evening was again committed
to

’
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to Newgate. His sentence was afterwards changed
to transportation, .

DUNCALF, ——. See COOPER, JaMEs.
" DUNTAP, —~—. See M’'NaUGHTON, ]\

E.

EASTERBY, ——.  See CopLIN, WM.
EDMONDSON, MARY, (MURDERER,) was
.the daughter of a farmer near Leeds in Yorkshiie,
and sent to reside with her aunt, Mrs, Walker, of
Rotherhithe, who was a widow lady, and with
whom she lived two years, comporting herself in
the most decent manner, and regularly attending
the dutices ot religion. A.lady named Toucher
having spent the evening with Mrs. Walker, Mary
Edmondson lighted her across the street on her
way home; and soon- after her return, a woman
- who ciied oysters'through the street, observed that
the doer was open, and heard the girl cry out,—
¢ Help! murder! they have killed my aunt!™
‘Edmondson now ran to the house of Mrs. Odell,
wringing her hands, and bewailing the misfor-
tune; and the neighbours being by this time
alarmed, some gentl¢men went from a public house
* where they had 'spent the evening, in order to
enquire into the affair. They found Mrs. Walker,
with her throat cuty lying on her right side, and
her head near a table, which was covered with
linen.  One of the gentlemen, named Halloway,
said, ¢¢ this is very strange—I know not what to
make of it—let us examine the girl.” .Her ac-
count of the matter was, that four men had en-
tered at the back door, one of whom, putting his
arms round her aunt’s neck, another, who wasial
. ta

~
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tall man, dressed in black, swore that he woyldkilk
her if she spoke a single word. Mr, Holloway,
observing the girl’s aym was cyt, asked her haw it
happened ; to which she replied, that one of the
metr, in attempting to get out, had jammed it
with the door: but Halloway, judging from all
_ appearances, that no mew had been in the house,
said he did not_believe her, but supposed she was
the murderer of her aunt. On this she fell inw0 2
fit, and, being removed te a meighbour’s house,
was blooded by a surgeon, and continued there till
the following day, when the coroner’s inquest sat
on the body, and braught in a verdict of wilful
thurder, whereupon she was committed to prison.
Mrs. Walker's exccutors; anxious to discover the
truth, caused the house to be diligently scarched,
and found that a variety of things which Mary
Edmondson had said were stolen, were not mis-
sing ; nor could they discover that any thing was
Jost. Mrs. Walker's watch, and same other arti-
cles, which she raid had been carried off by the
murderers, were found under the floor of the privy.
Being committed to the new gaol, Southwark, she
remained there till the next assizes for Surry, whea
she was tried at Kingston, and convicted on evi-
dence which, though acknowledged to be circum-
stantial, was such as, in the general opinion, ad-
mitted little doubt of her guilt. She made a de-
fence, indeed, but not sufficiently probable to havg
any weight. Being condemned on Saturday, to be
~ executed on the Monday following, she was lodg-
ed in the prison at l_('mgston, whence she wrote to
her parents, most solemnly avawing her innocence.
8he likewise hegged that the minister of the parish .
would preach a sermon on the oceasign of her
death.  She asserted her innacence on the .Svnda;‘ys

. when
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wlien she was visited by a clergyman, and several
other people; yet was her behaviour devont, and
apparently sincere. Being tdken out of prison on
the Monday morning, she got into a post-chaise
with the keeper, and arriving, at the Peacock in
Kennington-lane about nine o'clock, there drank -
a glass of wine, and then, being put into a cart,
was conveyed to the place of excc. tion, where she
behaved devoutly, and made the following address
to the swrrounding multitude :—*¢ It is now too
late to trifle cither with God or man. I solemnly
declare that I am-innocent of the crime laid to my
charge. I am very easy in my mind, as I suffer .
with as much plearure as if I wa. going to sleep.
I frecly forgive my prosecutors, and earnestly beg
your prayers for my departing soul.””  She suffer-
ed on Kennington Common, April 2, 1759. Her
body was conveyed to St. Thomas’s Hospital, South-

- wark, and there dissected.

ELBY, WILLIAM, (MURDERER, &¢.) was
born in the year 1673, at Deptford in Kent, and
served his time with a block maker at Rotherhithe,’
during which he became acquainted wi h some wo-
men of ill-fame. After the term of his apprentice-
ship was expired, he kept company with young fel-
lows of such bad character, that he found it neces-
sary to enter on board a ship to prevent wor.e con-
sequences, Having returned from sea, he enlisted as
a soldier ; but while in this situation he comimitted
many small thefts, in order to \upport the women
with whom he was connected. At length he de-
serted from the army, assumed a new name, and
prevailed on some of his companions to engage in
‘house-breaking. Detection soon terminatea his
career; and he was indicted for robbing the house
of Barry, Esq. of Fulham, and muidering

his

1
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his gatdener. Elby, itseems, having determined on
robbing the house, arrived at Fulham soon after
midnight, and had wreénched open one of the win-
dows, at which he was getting in, when the gardener
~ awaking, came down to prevent the intended rob-
bery. As the gardener had a light in his hand,
Elbfy, terrified lest he should be known, scized a
knife, and’ stabbed him “to the heait, of which
wound the poor man fell dead at his feet. This
done, he broke open a chest of drawers, and stole
about two hundred and fifty pounds, with which he
immediately repaired to his associates in London.
Though this man, naturally inclined to gaiety,
dressed in a stile much above peoplc of his profes-
sion, yet being at this j‘uncture in possession of
greater sum:of money than usual, those who knew
im suspected that it could not have been honestly
ohtainag ; and as every one was now talking of the
horrid murder that had been committed at Fulham,
the idea immediately accurred that it had been
perpetrated by Elby, particularly ashe began to
abound in cash at this critical juncture. Elby now
used to frequent a public-house in the Strand,
where, being casually in company, the robbery and
murder at Fulham becaine- the subject of conversa-
tion. Hereupon Elby turned pale, and seeing one
of the company go out of the room, he was so terri.
fied, that be immediately ran out of the house with-
out paying the reckoring. Soon after he was gone
a person called for him ; but as he was not there,
he said he would go to his lodgings. The landlord,
enraged that the reckoning had not been paid, de-
manded where he lived, which being told, and re- |
marked by the person who called, he'was taken into
custody the next day, and committed on suspicion
of the robbery and nfurder. Onp his trial he steadily
' _ - denied






J Chngonan ' fn

T e E Bvemim e

1 . . M A
Pt i 2 3504 1y S O




EMMETT. 209

denied the perpetration of the crimes with which
he was charged, and his conviction would have _
been very doubtful, had not 2 woman, with whom
he cohabited, become an evidence, and swore that
he came from Fulbam with the money the morning
after the commission of the fact. Some othier per-
sons likewise deposed, ‘that they saw bim come out
of Mr., Barry’s house onthe morsing the murder
was committed ; but as they did not know wha}
had happened, they had entertained no suspicion of
him; ‘;‘he jury deeming this circumstance sufti-
cient conviction, Elby received sentence of death,
and having been executed at Fulham on'the 13th
of September, 1704, was hung in chains near the
place where the crime was committed.
~ ELLIOTT, EDWARD. Sce WaLTHAM
Bracks, THE. ‘ o
EMMETT, ROBERT, (TRAITOR,) of amost
respectable Irjsh family, who, with hisbrother, had
been concerned in wickedk' endeavuring to subvert
the governmerit of Ireland, andl had expended a
Jarge sum in providing arms for his associates, His
brother had, during our last war with France, been
in custody for the like offerice, ‘but in conséquence
of becoming an exile for-life, government was -
pleased to forego severe measures. These gentle-
men had an excellent education, and were both re-
nowned for eloquence. The elder, who was the ~
banished brother, was in London, ‘at the Temple,
“about twenty-five years ago, and distinguished him. . |
self at Coach-makers’ Hall, then a respectable de-
bating society. He fourid, however, a rival, in
Maynard C. Walker, Esq. ‘(now ‘at ‘the Irish
bar) ‘both here, and ‘in a debating society in
Dublin ; in consequérice of whith Mr. Emixett, g
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the advice of his-friends, declined any further con-
troversy. These gentlemen would certainly have
been great luminaries at the bar, had not that lurk-
ing fiend, disloyalty, eclipsed their fame, and in-
stigatéd bright talents to perpetrate dark deeds.
Robert Emmett was tried and convicted in Dublin,
before Lord Norbury and a respectable jury, Mon-
day, September 19, 1803. After the evidence, the
provincial proclamation was read, to shew the ob-
Ject of the insurrection, and the resolution proscrib-

ing the yeomanry and other loyal subjects. The

prisoner desired that a part of it should also be read
by which it was decreed, that no man should suffer
death by court-martial, but for mutiny, until the
pleasure of the provisional governmént should be
known : it was read accordingly. The proclama-

. tion addressed to the citizens of Dublin was also

read. The prisoner’s counsel accounted for the in-

timate knowledge he had of the provisional procla- -

mation, by saying that it had appeared in other
publications. ‘The following papers were then
+ read ;—No. I. (found in his lodgings by Major

Sirr,) was nearly as follows :—¢¢ It may seem .

strange that a person avowing himself to be an
enemy of the present government, and engaged in
a conspiracy for its oyerthrow, should undertake to
suggest an opinion on its conduct, or expect that
advice from such a quarter should be received with
attention. ‘The writer of this, however, does uot
mean to offer an opinion upon a point in which he
feels difficulty—on which his candour might be
doubted ; his intention is to confine himself to
poipts on which he feels with the merciful, and as
an Irishman, with the English part ot the present
government: he will communicate in the most pre-

cise
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cise terms the line of conduct which he may be

ereafter compelled to adopt; and which, however
painful, would be doubly so if he did not try to
avoid it by the most explicit notification. It is not
the intention of the undersigned to do more than
state what the government must acknowledge, that
of the conspiracy it knows nothing ; and instead of
creating terror in its enemies, and confidence in its
friends, it will serve by the scantiness of its infor-
matien to furnish new grounds of conviction.to
those who are too ready to accuse it for the want
of that intelligence which no sagacity could enable
it to obtain. If, then, it is unable by a display of
discoveries to evince its strength_and vigilance, it
‘cannot hope to crush the conspiracy by the weight
of its power. It is only now tnat men hdve tolearn
that entering into a conspiracy exposes them to be
bhanged. . ...... Canithopeto injure the body
of the conspiracy, so imperceptibly woven as the
_present, by merely cutting off a few of the threads?

“evsses.. No system can change the conduct

which the U. I. will adopt for effecting the emanci-
pation of their country->> No. II. found on the
*prisoner’s person.—¢¢ I' Wish particularly to know
gow matters stand, if you are not afraid. What
hopes there are from abroad, and what they mean
to do ; and whether, if they pay us a visit, weshall
not be worse’off than we are? ........ Heis
very desponding, and says the people are incapable
of redress, and unworthy of liberty ; that he is con-
firmed in this by the late transaction, which must
have succeeded but foi their barbarous desertion
* and want of unanimity. He thinks that the inva-
sion will nottake place at all, but that it is the plan to
wear down the English by the expence of frequent

) 2 D preparation.””

.
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eparation.”  No. 111. found in the desk in
omas-street.—*¢ I have but little time to look
atthe thousand difficulties between me and the com~
letion of my wishes; that they would succeed T
Eave ardent, and, I trust, vational hopes; but If
that sheuld not be the case, I thank God for hav-
ing gifted me with a sanguine disposition, so that
I run from reflection ; and if my hopes are without -
foundation—if a precipice be opening under my
feet, from which duty will not suffer me to depart,
T am thankful for that disposition which lcads me
ou to it, and hurls me down, while my eyes are
raised to the visions of happiness which my fancy
has formed in the air.™ No. IV, was the manu-
script of the Prociamation of the Provisionzl go-
‘vernment, found in the desk in Thomas street.—
When this unfortunate yoting man was called upon
to know if he had any thing to say why sentence,
of death should not be passed upon him, he ad-
.- dressed the court "and jury nearly in the following
terms : !
" %I am asked if I bave any thing to say why
sentence of death should not be pronounced upon
‘me. Was I to suffer only death, after being ad-
judged guiity, I should bow in silence; but a2 man
in my situation has not enly to combat with the
difficulties of fortune, but also the difficulties of
prejudice ; the senience of the law which delivers
over his body to the executioner, consigns his cha-
racter to obloquy., The man dies, but his memory
‘lives; and that mine may not forfeit all claim to the
respect of my countrymen, I use this occasion ta
vindicate myself froin some of the charges advanced
against me. I'am charged with being an emissa
of France—"tis fake! I am no emissary<I did

oot
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not wish to deliver up my country to. a foreign
‘pawer, and Jeast of all to France. No! never did
Tentertain the idea of establishing French power
i Treland—God forbidt On the contiary, it is
evident from the introductory paragraph of the
Address of the provisional government, that every .
4hazard attending an independent effort was deemed
preferable to the more fatal risk of introducing a
French army into the country. Small would be
" our claims to patriotism and ta sense, and palpable
our affectation of the love of liberty, if we were to
encourage the profanation of offr shores by a people
wha are Javes them-elves, and the unprincipled and
abandoned instruments of imposing slavery on
others. . If such an inference be drawn from any
part of the proclamation of the Provisional Govern-
ment, it caivmniates their views, and is not war- .
santed by the fact. How could they speak of free-
dom to their countryimén? How assume such an
exalted motive, and ‘meditate the introduction of a-
power which has been the enemy of. frecedom in
every part of the globe ? Reviewing the conduct of
France to other countries, could we expect better
towards us? No! Let not, then, any man attaint
my memory by believing that I could have hoped’
freedam threugh the aid of France, and betrayed
the sacred cause of liberty by committing it to the
power of her most determined foe: Had I dong so,
X had not deserved to live; and dying with such a
weight upon my character, I bhad merited the
honest execration of that country which gave e
bicth, aond to which I would have given freedom,
Had"I been in Switzerland, I would have fought
against the French—in the dignity of freedom, I
would bave expired on the thresho{d of that coun-’
2012 0y,
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try, and they should have entered it only by passing
over my lifeless corpse. Is it, then, to be supposed,
that I would be slow to make the same sacrifice to
my native land? Am I, who lived but to be of
service to my country, and who would subject my-
“self to the bondage of the grave to give her inde-
pendence—am I to-be Joaded with the foul and
grievous calumny of being an emissary of France 2
My lords, it may be part of the system of angry
justice to bow a man’s mind by humiliation to meet.
the ignominy of the scaffold ; but worse to methan
the scaffold’s shame, or the scaffold’s terrors, would
be the imputation of having been the agent of
French despotism and ambition ; and while I have
breath, I will call upon my countrymen not to be-
lieve me guilty of so foul a crime against their li-
bertics and their happiness. 'Though you, my
lord, sit there a judge, and I stand here a culprit,
yet you are but a man, and I am another ; I have’
a right therefore to vindicate my character and mo-
tives from the aspersions of calumny ; and as a man
to whom fame is dearer than life, I will make the
Jast use of that life in rescuing my name and my
memory from the afflicting imputation of having
been an emissary of France, or seeking her inter- -
ference in the interndl regulation of her affairs.
Did Ilive to sce a French army approach this coun-
try, I would meet it on the shore wirth a torch in
one hand and a sword in the other—I would re-
ceive them with all the destruction of war! I would
animate my countrymen to immolate them in their
very boats; and before our native soil should be
oliuted by a foreign foe, if they succeeded in land -
ing, 1 would burn every blade of grass before them,
raze every house, contend to the last for every incl;'
o

'
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of greund, and the last spot on.which the hope of
freedam should desert me,, that spat ¥ would make
amy grave! What I cannot do, I leave a legacy te
iny country, because I feel consclous that my death
were unprofitable, and all hopes of liberty extinet,
the moment a French army obtainel a footing in
this Jand.*> After sume further matter, he con-
cluded thus: ¢ My lamp of life js nearly ex-
pired—my race is finished : the grave opens to re-
ceive me, and Fsink into its bosom. Al I request
then, at parting from the world, is the charity of
its silence. - Let no man writé my epitaph, for as
no man who knows my motives dare vindicate them,
let not prejudice orignorance asperse them; let them
and me repose in obscurity and peace, 3nid my tomb
remain undescribed, till other times and other men
can do justice to my character.™ :

The foregoing is a fiithful report of this unfor-
tuuaté young man's exculpation of Nimself from
the charge of co-operating with the French in any
design to invade this country ; and whether volun-
tary or involuntary, it js an evidence against the
character of the common enemy, which, coming
from such authority, ought, and we trust will have
the most salutary effect-upon all who may have pas-
ticipated in his principles or his treasons. Whe-
ther the. sincere conviction of his mind, or the im~
position of pride, anxious to rescue his memory from
the foul shame of having sought to deliver his coun-
try up to a foreign and a cruel enemny, ke is enti-
tled to equal credit, and if any thing were inscribed ~
. on his tomb most honorable to himsclf, and atoning
to his country, itis the character which he hasgiven
of the arch-fcg to the peace and liberty of mankind,

3D13 . The .
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—The court listened to him with a great deal of
patience, and although indignation was visible in
the countenance of every person in court, at this
public avowal of his guilt, yet not a murmur was
Keard.. Lord Norbury, after a salutary remon-
strance to the prisoner, and paying a handsome com-
liment to some of the respectable members of the
amily to which he belonged, pronounced the
awful sentence of the law in cases of High
T'reason.. Mr. Emmett, after his trial, was
taken to Newgate, where dinner had been pre-
pared for him. ~He there requested to see one of
the gentlemen who were engaged in his defence.
To him, it is generally rumoured, he made a full
disclosure of all the means he had used to effect the
late insurrection, and authorized him, .to make it
known to government. He declared himself the
chief mover and instigator of that attempt'to effect
a revolution, and solemnly denied having any asso-
ciates in this country of either property or respecta-
bility. He accounted for the expences incurred in
Preparations for rebellion, by stating that he had
Teceived on the death of his father 3s500l. and that
he had expended of that sum 2500l in purchasing
the arms found in the depot in Marshelsea-lane.
He 'also denied having soricitcd or received an
assistance from the French government, and pro-
tested, were this country invaded by Frenchmen,
from his information of their principlesand conduct
wherever they went, that he would be one of the
most zealous in the expulsion of such treacherous,
rapacious, and sanguinary miscreants. At the
Place of execution he expressed the same senti-
ments. ) } '
EVANS, DAVID. Sce GrirriTas, Wy,
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EVERETT, JOHN, (HIGHWAYMAN,) was a.
native of Hitchin, in* Hertfordshire, and had been
well educated, his father possessing three hundred
pounds per annum. He was apprenticed to a
salesman ; but running away from his master, he
entered into the: army, -and served in Flanders,
where he behaved 3o well that he was promoted to
therank of serjeant. On the return of his regiment’
to England, he purchased his discharge, and re-
pairing to London, bought the place of ‘an officer
in Whitechapel Court, in which he continued about
seven years, but having given liberty to some per-
sons whom he had arrested, one Charlesworth, a
solicitor of that court, caused him to be discharged,

_and then sued him for the amount of the debts of
* the parties whom his iuconsiderate good-nature had
liberated. To evade imprisonment, Everett enlisted
in Lord Albemarle’s company of foot-guards; soon-
after hisengaging in the army, he fell into company
with Richard Bird, with whom he had been for-
meily acquainted. ‘This Bird hinted that great ad-
vantages might be acquired in a particalar way, if
Everett could be trusted ; and the latter, anxious
to know what the plan was, learnt thatit was to go
on the road; on which an agreement was immedi-
‘ately concluded. Hereupon they set out on their
expedition, and robbed several stages in the coun-
ties adjacent to London, from which they ob-
tained considerable bhooty, in jewcls, money, and
" valuable effects. Thus successtul i their first ex-
ploits, they went to Hounslow- Heath, where 'they
stopped two military officérs, who were attended
by servants armed with blunderbusses; but they
ohliged them to submit, and robbed them of their
money and watches: the watches were afte"w]al;h
. _ letty
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.



Y

£08 " EVERETT.

+ Jeft, according to agresment, ata coffee-hotse near
Charing-Cross, and the thieves received twenty
guineas for restoring them. Soon after they stope
ped a gentleman in an open ¢haise near Epsom.
The geutleman drew his sword, and made several
passes at them ; yet they robbed him of his watch,
two guipeas, his sword, and seme writings; bug¢

. they returned the writings at the earnest request of
the injured party. They also: made a practice of
rohbing the butchers and higlers on Epping Farest,

" on their way to London. Que of these robberies
wassingular. Meeting with au old woman, a hig~
ler, they searched the lining of a high-crowned lat,

" which she said had been her mother's, in which
they found about three pounds ; but returned her
hat, Soon after this they stopped a coach on
Hounslow-Heath, in which were tvo quakers, wha

<calling them sons sf wiolence, jumped out of the
coach to opposeé them; but their fellaw- travellers
making no resistance, and begging them to sabmit,
all the parties were robbed of their mosey, Evea
rett remarking that one of the quakers wore a re-
markable good wig, snatched it from his head, and
gave him in return an old black tye, which he had

urchased for haif-a crown of a Chelsea pensioner.,
%‘his\suddgu metamorphose caused great mirth
amopy the other company in the coach. Aboug
ten days after this, - he and his companion walked tq
Hillingdon' Common, where, seeing twa gentlemen
on horseback, Everett stopped the foremost, and
Bird the other, and robhed them of upwards of
shree guineas and their gold watches; they then cut
the girths of the saddle, and secured the bridle, to
;revent a pursuit. They now hastened to Brents
ord, wher_e, understanding that they were followed
they got into she ferry to cross the Thames; an
whea
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wehen they were three paris over, so that the river
wwas fordable, tliey gave the ferrymen ten shillings,
and obliged them to throw their oars into the river.
“They then jumped overboard, and got on shoré,
wihile the spectators thought it was only a drunken
frolic, and the robbers got safe to London. Some
time after this, Everett was convicted of anattempt
20 commit a robbery on the highway, for which he
was sentenced to three years imprisonment in New
Prison, Clerkenwell. © After some time, he was em-
Ployed to act here as turnkey, and his conduct
meeting with approbation,, he remained in that
station after the term of his imprisonment was ex-

{ired; but the kecper dying, he took a public-
" house in Turnmill-street.  He had not been long
in this station, when the new keeper who had been
appointed frequently called on him, and made him
advantageous offers, on the condition of his re-as-
- suming the office of turnkey- This he did; but
when Everert had perfectly instructed him in the
management of the prison, he dismissed him, with-

'

out assighing any reason for so ungenerous a con- -

duct.. Everett being now greatly in debt, and
- consequently obliged to remove within the rules of
- the Fleet Prison, took a public-house .in the Old
Bailey. After which he took the Cock alehouse:
n the same street, which he kept three years with:
veputation, when the warden of the Fleet persuaded.
‘b to keep the tap-house of the said :prison,
While in this station, he was charged with being
concerned with the keeper in some mal. practices,
for which the House of Commons ordered him to-

be confined in Newgate ; but he obtained his li-

berty at the end of the sessions, as no bill had been
found aga. st him.. ‘During his confinement, his
brewer seized his stock of beer, to.the,amou;t of

R above
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- above jeol. which: reduced him. to. ciscummtanees
of great distress.; but he «ven now resolved on &
life of industsy, if he eould hase got emplop-
‘nent, but his character wag such ¢hat no porsow
would engage him. Thus distressed, he onee more
qquipped. himself for the highway,. with a view, a8

+ he solemaly declased after sentence of death, tor
raite only fifty pounds, as his brewer woyid have

given him sredit if he conld have possessed himself-

of that sum. . Having stopped a cosch oa the
Mampstead. road, in which.were a lady, her daugh~
ter, and a child about five years old, the child was
so terrified: at his presenting a pistol, that he with-
dsew iy ap the nequest of the lady, whe gave im 2
guinca and seme silves; and though be observed
she bad a wateh and some gold rings, &s. he did
Wot. demand them. Some company riding up. ke
was followed te the end of Leatherdane, whese he
evaded the pursuit by turning isto Hattan gardeny
and going into the Globe tavern. Here he' called
for wine, and while he was dsinking he saw hia
pursuers pass, on which he paid his reekoning, and

<

skipped into 2 publiec house in Holborn, where he -

again saw them pass: Thinking himself safe, ba
remained here a. considegable time. When be
thought the pursuit was over, he- called a coach ay
the end of Brook street, and driving to Honey- lane
market, purchased a duck for his supper,.and &
turkey for bis Christmas dinner; he then went ta
his lodging in Newgate-market. On the following
day, one Whitaker (called the boxing draver) cir-
. culated a report that Everett had committed a highs
way robbery ; on which the Jatter loaded a braca
of pistols, and vowed he would be revenged. He
went ta Iddingten in search of Whitaker, and visit-
¢d seversl public-houses whish he used to irequenty
B . byt
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Bt ot meeﬁnF with him, hie perpetration of mur.
der ‘was happily prevemted. A wofman in the
weighbourhood of Newgate-market having buried
et husbhnd, who had Teft her enough to support
“herself and children  with decency s Everett re-
“pratedly visited the widow, was received with too

great marks of esteem, and assisted her in the dis-.

‘stpation of that money which should have pravided
“¥or her family. The widow’s son, jealous of this
“connection, remonstrated with his mother on the

Fmpropriety of her conduct, and told her it would,

end in her ruip. This made Everett and her more
‘cautious in their meetings; but the son watched
them with the utmost degree of vigilance and cir-
cumspection.  Having one evening observed them

into"a tavern, he provided himself with a large
and sharp knife, and entering the room where they
were sitting, ‘swore he would stab Everett to the
heart; but the latter, by superiority of strength,
disarmed him. The young fellow was at length
gpersuaded to sit down, when Everett assured him
that he entertained the utmost respect both for him-
self and his mother; but the youth answered, that
he was a liar, and the mutual destruction both of
another and children must follow their unlawful
connection. -As the lad grew warin, Everett affect-

ed great coolness and good-humeur, and consi-

dered how he might most readily get rid of so un-
welcome a guest ; as he was unwilling so soon to
part with the widow. At length he determined to
amake the young fellow drunk, and plied him with
such a quantity of liquor that be fell fast asleep, in
~which condition he was left, while the other parties
adjourned to a distant tavern, where they remained

¢ill mosning, when Everett borrowed seven goineas

of
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bf the widow, under pretence of paying her in &
week. ,Not long after this Everett was married to
.this very widow at Stefpuey church, by which he
came into possecssion of mouney and plate to aconsi
derable amount, and might have lived happily with
her if he woulll have taken her advice ; but the
extravagance of his disposition led to his ruin.
When he was in very low circumstances he casvally
met his old accomplice Bird, and joined with him
in the commission of a robbery in Essex, they were
both taken, and lodged in Chelnsford gaol, but
"Everett having turned evidence, the other was con-
victed and executed. As soon as he had obtained
his liberty, he committed scveral robberies in the
neighbourhood of Londen, -the last of which was
.on a lady named Elkis, whom he stopped near Is-
lingtoa ; but being taken into custody on the fol-
lowing day, he was tried, and capitally convictéd..
‘'He had been mairied to three wives, who all visited
him after sentence of death. He was likewise
visited by the son of the widow, but récollecting
‘what had formerly passed between thém, Everete
would have stabbed him with a pea-knife, but was
prevented by one of his wives; for which interpo-
sition he afterwards expressed the greatest happiness.
What gave him most uneasiness was the crime of
perjury, of which he had been guilty; with a view
to take away the life of an innocent man,—One
Pigket, a cooper, having affronted him, he swore a
robbery against him, bat the jury not being satis-
fied with the evidence, the man was fortunately
acquitted.  Mr. Nicholson, the then minister of
St. Sepulcbre’s church, attended the prisoner while
under sentence of death, and kindly exerted him-
self fo convince him of the atrocious nature of hig
offences 3

.
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offences ; but the number of people who visited
him from motives of curjosity, took off his atten-
tion from his more important duties. However,
he became at times serious, and would then advise
his_brethren in aflliction to prepare for that death
which now appeared unavoidable. The gaol dis-
temper having scized him while in Newgate, a
false report was propagated that he had poisoned
himself. He wrote letters to some of his acquaint-
ance, begging they would take warning by his un-
happy fate, and avoid those steps which led him
to his ruin. He,suﬂ’ered at Tyburn, February 20,

172

E%’ERETT, JOHN, (FELON,) was probably
related te the preceding, being also a native of
Hertfordshire, where he served his apprenticeship
to a baker: after which he conuected himself with
a gang of notorious gamblers, and other dissolute -
wretches, in conjunction with whom he perpetrated
a great number of villanies, and for several years
-escaped the vengeance of the law. By persuasions
and the promise of a sum of money, he and a man
named Wright, induced a young woman to exhi-
bit a-charge of felony against two. innocent men,
who were put on theic trial, but happily acquit-
ted, as the perjured evidence was not able to au-
thenticate her accusation. " In revenge for their
failing to supply the girl with the money they had
promised, she lodged an information against Eve-
rett and Wright, who wete in consequence. indict-
ed for subornation of perjury, and sentenced to
stand in the pillory at the end of Chancery lane,
where they received very, severe treatment from the
.populace.  Soon after this punishment, Everett
.was tried at Hick’s-hall, and sentenced again to

', : 2E stand
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stand in the pillary, for having 'fiaudulently ob-
tained a thirty-six shilling piece. He was after-
wards convicted of having circulated ‘counterfeit
Portugal com, and otdered to be imprisoned two
‘years in Newgate, Doring his confinement 2 com-
pany of gentiemen went to Newgate to visit a -cri-
“minal, and ‘in a short ‘tinre discovered they had
-‘been robbed of their handkerchiefs. The circum-
stance being mrentioned to ‘Everett, he pretended
10 be much surprised, and intimated that there was
but little probability of the property being disco-
vered. However in a little ‘time he produced the
handkerchiefs, and received some money from the
gentlemen, as a ‘reward for ‘his supposed honesty.
_ While in Newgate, he picked the pocket of almost
every person who came to visic the prisoners. He
was tontinually uttering the most vile expressions,
and scemed to delight in the practice of every spe-
cies of wicketiness. « Upon the expiration of the
‘time he was sentenced to remain in prison, he found
sureties for this good behaviour for two years, and
‘was discharged. 'He, and a woman of the town,
how went toa small inn at Hoddesdon in Hertford-
shire, which was kept by an elderly widow, and
being invited into a Toom behind the bar, after
"having each drank a glass of wine, the widow and
her fermle guest went to walk in the garden: in
‘the mean time Everett broke open a bureau, am
stole 6ol, in cash, and several gold rings. They
kept the widow in conversation till the time of go-
ing to bed, in order to divert her from going to the
‘bureau, and the next morning decamped with their
ooty taking the road to Nottingham, whence |
they crossed the country to Newmarket, and then
tetumned to London, ‘Everett’s numerous villanies
having |
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bavjng rendered: his. name so. notorious, he went
umﬂg the. denomination of Gearge: Andesson, and
hved in a very private maaner till the money he
had thus obtained was expended. He now pro~
eured a knife cightoen inches lang, and determinedy
o levy contributionsion passengerson the highway,
In the road betweem Kentish-town and Hampe
stead, he attempted ta rob a countryman,. who be~
ing of an intrepid temper, a despcrate contest en-
sued, in which Everett proved the conqueror, and
dangerously wounded his antagonist, from whom
he, howgver, obtained but a small booty. The.
sanfe evening he stole a quantify of ribbone from a
haberdasher’s shop, but was immediately puesued,.
apprehiendedy and secured in prison.  He was soons .
broughet tg, trialy and the plosscator having laid
the mdiccmene capinally, he was comvicted:and sew-:
tenced tq be Ranged.  For some time after conwie~
" tion le behaved in a decent mamer, and appeareds
to be resigned to the fate that awaited hin: beot
vpon leacping that tiwe order for lvis ewecution was.
received by the gaoler, he became perfecily out-
1ageous, violently threatening those who were neac
iy, and uttering the most blasphumous expres~
sions: A report being eirculated that he meditated
a design against the life of the gaoler, his colt wag
carefully searched; but no suspicious instiuments
were found. He denounced vengeance against the
manp who gave the information, declaring, with.
hosrid imprecations, that it he could proeure a
pistol, or any other offensive’ weapon, he would
put him to death. He applied the most oppro-
brious epithety to the keeper of the prison; and
such was his ungovernable conducty that iv wag
jodged necessary to chain him down te the flovr.—
‘.’His'bdnviqur was more decent and cqmposod l:"
LRE the
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the day preceding that of his exccution ; but he
did not appear to be conscious of the enormity of
his guilt, or to be earnest in repentance. He join-
ed in prayer with the ordinary of Newgate at the
place of execution, and a little time before he was
turned off, said-he considered death as too severe @
punishment for the crime he had committed. He
suffered at Tyburn, Dec. 31, 1750,

F.

FERGUSON, RICHARD, (HIGHWAYMAN,)
familiacly called Galloping Dick, was the son of a
gentleman’s servant, and a native of Hertford-
shire. He was sent to schodl at a very early age,
but to little purpose, and was afterwards employed
as a stable boy where his tather was hired. At the
age of 16 he came to London with the family.—
During their stay in town, the postillion was taken
ill, and Dick was appointed to supply his place till
he recovered, which was not very long. Now
stripped of his fine livery, and sent to occupy his
station as a stable boy, his baughty spirit could not
brook the degradation. Fond cf dress, and being

* thought a man of consequenece, he resolved to look .

out for another place. Accordingly he told his
father of his resolution, and asked his advice. His
father knowing he was well qualified, in, respect to
the management of horses, toid him he woul.i look
out tor one for him: A circumstance bappened, that
very afteynoon, highly gratifying to his pride. A
lady who frequently visited the famiiy, being in
want of a postillion, .asked Dick’s master what was
* become of his late postillion. Being informed he
was in-bis place, and was very fit for her emplog,

. o e
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he was sent for and hired. Dick was now cem
pletely his own master, and for some time behaved
to the-satisfaction. of hiz mistress. Hé was a great
favourite in the family, particularly among the fe-
male part; but bis mistress discovering him in ag
improper situation with one of her female servants, .
he was immediately discharged ; nor.could any in-
tercession prevail upon her to reinstate him. Soon ~
-afterwards he got another place, in which he did
not long remain. He had at this time got con-
nected with some other servants of a loose charac-
ter, and their manner of drinking, gaming, and
idleness, suiting his disposition,. be soom became-
one of them. After losing several good places by
negligence, he applied to a livery stable in Picca-
dilly, and obtained employmunt, His father hav-
“ing now died, Jeft him the sum of 371. which he
had saved during the time he lived in the family.
‘With this be gommenced gentleman. He left his
placc, bought mouming, frequented the theatres,
&c. One cvening, at Drury-lane, he got seated
y a female, who pasticularly engaged This atten-
tion: he took her to be a modest lady, and was
very much chagrined -at finding her sgadily grant-
ing his request to conduct her home. ¢ -He resolved
to. leave her, but faund his resolution fail him, and
at the end of- the play he attended her to her resi-
dence in_St. George's-fields, and staid with her the
whole night. Next morning, after making her g
handsome prescnt, he took his lgave, with a pro-
mise of soop repeating his visit. He went home—
but this artful courtezan had so completely ena-
mwoured him, that he ¢ruld no: rest miany hours
without paying her arot ar visit; and only tor the
accidental visit of son § companions he would bave
yetuged immediately. With themy he relnetantly
ST 2E3 spent
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spené the day, and in the evening flew agsin on the

impatient wings of désire to his dear Nancy. = She,:

suspéecting him to be a person of considerable pro-
perty, from thie specimen she had of his genero-
sity, received him with evéry mark of endearment
in her power. "At -this time she was the first fa-
veurite of several noted highwaymen and house-
breakers, who, in their turn, had all their favoured
hours. ~ Unfortunately for himself, Ferguson be-
came as complete a dupe as ever she had ensnared.
What money he’ possessed, what he could obtain
by borrowing or otherwise, was all lavished on this
female, and he was, after all, in danger of being
discarded. He was a total stranger to her connec-
tions with the gemtlemen of the road, thotugh he
knew she bestowed her favours on others. Not
able to bear the thoughts of entirely parting with
his dear Nancy, he went to an ‘inn in Piccadilly,
offered himself as a postillion, and was accepteds
Whenever he could obtain a little money, he flew
with impatience to his fait dulcinea, and squan-
dered it away in the same thoughtless manner. As

. he diove post-chaises on the different roads round’

’

the metropolis, he frequently saw his rivals on the
road gaily mounted and dressed.  One day driving
a gentleman on the north road, the chaise was
stopped by the'noted Abershaw and another, with
crapes over their. faces, Abershaw -stood by the
driver till the other went up to the chaise and rob-
bed the gentleman. The wind being very high,
blew the crape off his face, and gave Ferguson a
full view of his person. They stared at each other,
but before a word could pass, some company com-
ing up, the two highwaymen gallopped off.” Fer-

.guson, who at this time was under the frowns of

his mistress, for want of meney, well knew and
was
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was known by Abershaw, whom he had often seen
at Nancy'’s. Abershaw was very uneasy at the
discovery, which he communicared to his compa-
nion. ~ A consultation was immediately’ held, and
it was resolved to wait at an inn on the road for
the return of Ferguson, and bribe iim, to prevent
a- discovery. They accordingly went to the inn,
and. when Ferguson came back, and stopped to
water his horses, the waiter was ordered to send
him in. After some conversation, Dick accepted
of -the present offered: him, and agreed to meet
them that night, to partake of a good supper—
With this fr.sh recrait of cash he flew to his
" Nancy; but she being otherwise engaged, and not
expecting him so oon to possess sufficient for her
notice (being now acquainted with his situation in
life) absolutcly refused to admit him, and shut the
door in his face. Kfad with the reception he had
experienced, he quitted the house, and resolved never
to repeat his visit, which resolution he strictly
adhered to.  He was now proceeding homewards,
when he met the highwayman who accompanied
Abershaw, and went with him to the place of ren-
dezvous in the Borough, where he was received by
those assembled with every mark of attention.,—
They supped sumptuously, drank wine, and spent
the time in noisy mirth. This exactly suited Fer-
. guson ; he joined in their mirth, and when suffi-
ciently elevated, very eagerly closed with a propo. °
sition to become one of their number. He was,
according to their forms, ‘immediately initiated.—
When the plan of their next depredation on the
public was settled, Ferguson was not immediately
calied into action, as it was suggested by one of
the members that he could be better employed in
‘giving

N
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giving information at their rendezvous of tha das
paiture of gentlemen from the inn where he lived; -
&c. whereby these whe were most likely to afford.
a Etoper, booty might be way-laid and robbed.—
is diabolical plan be followed toe successfully.
for some time; taking care to learn from the dri-

" vers, the time post-chaises were oxdered from other

inns, &c. He shared very often ¢opsiderable sums,
which he quickly squandered away in gambling,
drunkenness, and dissipation, At length ie lost his;
place, and consequently hig koowledge, respecting
travellers becoming confined, he was'ebliged him-
self to go. on the road. As a highwayman he wis
remarkably successful. Of a daring dispositiom; he
‘defied danger ; and, from his skill in hogses, took
care to provide himself with a good one, whereby
he could effect bis escape, when others ran.every.
risk of being taken, Of this we shall mention one
remarkable instance. Two others and himself
stopped two gentlemen on the Edgware road, ant
robbed them; sqon after three other gentlemen
coming up, they pursued, and Fergusow’s two,
companions were taken, tried, and exequted.
When his associates complimented him on-his -
cape, he triumphantly asscited, that he wonld gal-
lop a horse with any man in the kingdom, and that
he was known among the ¢ gentlemen, of the
whip,’ by the appeliation ot ¢ Gufiopping Dick.'—.
Through this circustance he obtained that name
among his companions, which afterwards becams
general.  He now indulged himself in every ex-
cess. His amours were very numerous, partico-
Jarly among those mairied women he could, by
presents or otherwise, ilduce to listen to his desires.
He prevailed upon the wives of two publicans ;n

) . 2 ©  the
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the Borough to elope with Rim, and carried on
several private intrigues with others. At one of
the last places in which he lived, he-was frequently
-employed to drive post-chaises between Hounslow
-and Londor, and notwithstanding he drove close -
by his old companion Abershaw, where he hung in
- ironms, it had no effect in altering his morals. To
* follow him through the various wicked exploits in
which he was afterwards engaged, would far exceed
our limits. He was goncerned in a very great num-
_ber of robberies committed round the metropolis.-
At the time that he lived at different inns, as a post-
chaise driver, he went on the road, and kept up a
connection with a'most every infamous character of
the day. He was conccrne:iywith Middleton, Har<
_per; &c. in the robbery at Brixton Causeway, in
3799, and most of the other robberies committed:
‘on that road. He was repeatedly in’ custody at
Bow-street, tried at the Old Bailey, but nothing
gould be properly brought home. ~ At length he
£Was apprchended by some patroles belonging tos
aw-street, thence conveyed to Aylesbury, Bucks,
d there tried and convicted of a highway robe
ry in that county. When he found himself left
& Jor. execution, he,seriously prepared for his ap.
-proaching end, and when he came to the fatal tree-
met his awful fate with a religious resignation. He
suffered at Avylesbury in 1800,

FERRERS, LAURENCE, EARL (MUR-:
DERER,) whose family was descended ffom the
royal blood of the Plantagencts, and had been dis-
tinguished for ages. One.of the family was slain
while fighting on behalf of the crown, at the me-
morable battle of Shrewsbury, in the beginning of
the reign of. Henry_the Fourth, a circumstance:
that i< mentioned by the immortal Shakcspt;lle;

o . t
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Fhe' second baronet of this family, Sir Heury
Shirley, married one of the daughtess of the famous
carl of Essex, who was beheaded in the reign of
queen- Elizabeth; and Sir Robert Shirley, .san of
Sir Henry, died in the Fower, where he was-con-
fined by Oliver Cromwell, for his attachiment ta
the cause of king Charles the First.  8ir Robert's:
second son suceeeding to hiis title and estate, Charles-
the second summoned him to pariiament by the
title of lord Ferrers of Chartley, as the descendant
af ane of the colieiresses of Robert eatl of Essex,
the title having been in abeyanee from the duath

af the said earl, and the precedency of it as higlc -

* @ the azth year of Edward the First. In: the yeas
3711, queen Amne created Robert lovd Perrecs vise:
odunt Tamworth and earl Feérrers. This mblb;
man possessed 2 very large estate, but it was greatly

-diminished by. mal:;yng ;g):qvision for kis nunrerous:
family, which censisted of no less than fifteen sopa
and twelve daughters, by two wiwes. The tiths.
were possesséd by the second son of the first eark g
as lie died without having any som, they fell to the
next surviving brother, who was his father’s ninth
son; but as he did not mairy,. they fell, on his:
death, to the tenth son, who was father to Lau-.

rence earl Ferrers, a man of an unhappy disposi- -

tion. Fhough of clear intellects and acknowledged
abilities when sober, yet an early attachment to
drinking greatly impaired his faculties; and, when

drink, his behavieur was that of a madman. He’

wmatried the youngest daughter of Sir Willian Me-
rodith, inthe year 1752 ; but behaved to ber with
sucl unwarrantable cruelty; shat she was obliged:
to apply to parliament for redress; the eonsequence
of which was, that an act passed for allowimg. her
3 sepwate majienanes, 4o by raised out of his es-

S tates,
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“tates. At Defby races, in thy year 17586, Tord
#Ferrers ran his mare against captain M———'s horse
for sol. and was the winner. ' When the race was
sended, he spent the evening with some gentlemen,
and in the course of conversation the captain {who
had ‘heard that 'his lordship’s mare-was with foal)
proposed, -in a jocose manner, to run his horse
against ker at the expiration of seven months. Lord
Ferrers was so affronted by thiscircumstance, which
he conceived to have risen from a -preconcerted
plan to insult him, that he quitted Derby at three
o’clock in the-morning, and went immediately to
JBis seat ‘at Stanton Harold, in. Leicestershire. #fe
#wang his bell as soon as he awaked, and a servant
attending, he asked if he knew how captain’ Maw—m
-came to be.informed hismare was with foal. The
servant declared that he-was ignorant of the matter,
‘but the groom might have told it; and the groom
-being called, he denied having given dny informa-
‘tion respecting the matter. Previous to the af-
‘front presumes to have been given on the preceding
-evening,y lgrd Ferrers had invited the captain an,
the rest of the company to dine with him as on that
day ; but they all refused their attendance, though
‘he sent a servant to remind them that they had
promised to come. Lord Ferrers was so enraged at
this disappointment, that he kicked and bhorse-
- whipped his servants, and threw at them such arti-
«<les as lay within his reach. Some oysters had been
sent from London; which not proving good, his
fordship directed one of the servants to swear that

- the -carsier had changed them; but the servant

declining to take such an oath, the earl flew into

a rage, stabbed him in the breast with a kni'e, cut

his head with a candlestick, and kicked him -:Ln

- U
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, the groin with such severity, that he was under the
surgeon's care for several years afterwards, Lord
. Ferrers's brother and his wife paying a visit to him
and his countess at Stanton-Harold, some dispute
arose between the parties; and lady Ferrers being
. absent from. the room, the earl ran up stairs with a
large clasp knife in bis hand, and asked a servant
whom he metwhere his lady was. The man said,
¢ in her own room ;'and, being directed to follow
him thither, lord Ferrers ordered him to load a

brace of pistols witn bullets, ‘This order was com- -
plied with; but the servant, apprehensive of mis-
chief, declined priming the pistols, which lord
Ferrers discovering, swore at him, asked him for
powder, and primed them himself. He then threat-
ened that if he did not immediately go and shoot
his brother the captain, he would blow his brains
out: The servant hesitating, his lordship puiled
the trigger of one of the pistols, but it missed fire.
Hereupon the countess dropped on her knees, and
begged him to appease his passion ; but in return
he swore at her, and threatened her destruction if
she opposed,him. The servant now escaped from
the room, and reported what had paswed to his lord-
ship’s brother, who immediately called his wife
from Hher bed, and they left the house, though it
was then two o’clock in the morning. The unfor-
tunate Mr. Johnson, who fell a sacrifice to the un-
governable passions of lord Feriers, had been brid
up in the family from his youth, and was distin-
guished by the regular manncr in which he kept
his accounts, and his fidelity as a steward. When
the law had decreed a separate maintenance. for
the countess, Mr. Johnson was proposed as re-
ceiver of the rents for her Gse ; but he declined this
. office,
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“office, till urged to take it on him, by the earl him-
self. It appears that Johnson now stood high in his
lordship’s.opinion; but a different scene soon en-
sued ; for the earl having conceived an opinion that
Johnson had combined with the trustees to disap-
point him of a contract for coal-mines, he cameto a
resolution to destroy the honest steward. The earl’s
displeasure was first evinced by hissending notice to
Johnson to' quit a beneficial farm which he held
under him ; but Johnson producing a lease granted
by the trustees, .no farther steps were taken in the
air. After this, lord Ferrers behaved iff so affa-
ble a manner to Johnson, that the latter imagined -
all thoughts of revenge bad subsided ; but, on the
x.3th of January, 1760, his lordship called on John-
son, who lived about half a mile from his seat, and
bid him come to Stanton between three and four in
the afternoon of the Friday followipg. His lord-
ship’s family now consisted of a gentlewommn::e?
Clifford, with four of her natural children; thre
maid servants, and five men-servants, exclusive of
an old man and a boy. After dinner, on the Fri-
day, lord Ferrers sent all the men-servants out of
the house, and desired Mrs. Clifford to go with the
children to the house of*her father, at the distance
of about two miles. Johnson coming to his appoint-
ment, one of the maids let him i, and, atter wait~
ing some time, he was admitted to his lordship’s
room, and, being ordered to kneel down, he was
shot with a pistol, the ball from which entered his
bodyjust beneath his ribs. Lord Ferrers, alarmed
at the crime he had committed, now called for the
maid-servants, and directed them to put Mr. John-
son to bed. He likewise sent to Mr. Kirkland, a
surgeon, ‘who lived at Ashby de la Zouch, two
e aF . miles

L
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miles from his seat. At the request of the wounded
man, a person was also sent for his children. Mis
Jobason, the eldest daughter, seon came, and was
followed by the surgeon, te whom losd Ferrers said,
.4« [ intended to have shot him dead, but, since he
"+ 1is still alive, you must do what you caa for him.”
The surgeon soon found that Johnson had beea
mortally wounded ; a:ut, km:lving the eatl’s fiery

. disposition, and dreading similar consequences te
himself, he dissemblcdntghe matter, and told him
that there was no danger in the case.. Herewpon
the carl dYank himself into a state of intoxication,
and then went to bed ; after which, Mr. johnsom
was sent to his own house in a chait, at two o’clock
in the morning, and died at nine. Mr. Kickland,
being convinced that Johnson could not live, pro-
cured a number of persons to secuse the murderer,
.\ When they arrived at Stanton Harold, lord Fervers
was just arisen, and going toward the stables
with his gartere in his hand, but observing
the people, he retired to the house, and shifted
from place to place, so that it was a considerable
time before he was taken. This happened on a
Saturday, and he was conveyed to Ashby de la
Zouch, and'confined at the public house till the
Monday following, when the coroner’s jury having
sat on the body, and delivered a verdict of wilful
murder, his lordship was committed to the gaol of
Leicester. After temaining in the above place.
about a fortnight, he was conveyed to Lendon ia
bis own Jandau. He behaved with the utmost
composure during the journey, and being taken
before the hou-e of peers, the verdict.of the coro-
ner’s jury was read ; on which he was committed to
the Tower. His lordship’s place of confinemeat
was,
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was the round tower, near the draw-bridge. Two
‘wardens constantly attended in his voom, and ome
waited at the door. At the bottom of the stairs
two soldiers were placed, with their biyonets fixed, '
and a third was stationed on the dvaw bridge ; and

the gates of the tower were shut an hour before

the usval time, or oceasion of his imprisonment.
Mrs. Clifford now brought her four childsen to
London, and taking lodgings in Tower strect, she
sens messages to his lordship several times in the
day, and answers being sent, the eommunication
became troublesome ; so that their messages were
forbid to pass more than ones in the day. While
n the Tower, lord Fervers lived in a regular man-
-wer. His breakfast comisted of a mufhn, and’a
bason of tez, with aspoonful of brandy im it. After
dinner and supper he drank a pint of wine mixed
with water. His behaviour in general was ver
decent, but he sometimes exhibited evident prodg
of discomposuse of wmind. His matural children
were permitted to be with bim some time; but
‘Mrs. Clifford was denied admittance, after repeat-
ed application. Preparations being made fos loxd
Ferrers’ trial, and lord Henly (the chancellor)
being created high steward on the occasion, the
trial came on before the house of peers, in West-
mimter hall, on the 26tk of April, r769. The
proof of the fact was sufficiently clear: but lord
Ferrers cross-examined the witnesses in such 2 man-
mer, as gave sufficient proof of the sanity of his
mind, of which some doubts had been entertained.
Being found guilty by the unanimous voiee of
the peers of Great Britain, the lord bigh stewasd
passed sentence that he should be executed on the
23st of April,-but his sentence was respited to the
51b of May. While in the Tower, losd Fersess
' : 2pz

»



328 ~ FERRERS.

left sixty pounds a year to-Mrs. Clifford, a thou-
sand pound- to each of his natural daughters, and
thirteen hundred pounds to the children of Mr.
Johnson 5 but this last legacy, which should have
been the first discharged, was never received | This
unhappy nobleman petitioned to be beheaded with-
in the Tower: but, as the crime was so atrocious,
the king refused to mitigate the sentance. A scaf-
fold, was ¢rected under the gallows at Tyburn, and
covered with black baize ; and a part of this scafs
~ fold on which he was to stand, - was_raised about
eighteen inches above the rest. About nine o’clock
on the morning of  execution, the sheriffs attended
at the Tower-gate; and lord Ferrers being told
they were come, requested that he might go in: his
own landau, instead of a mourning-coach, which
had been prepared for him. No objection being
‘made to this request, he entered the landau, at-
tended by the Rev. Mr. Humphries, chaplain of
«the Tower. His lordship was dressed in a white
suit, richly embroidered with silver, and when he
put it on, ke said—*¢ This is the suit in which I
was married, and in which I will die.** Mr. She-
riff Vaillant joined them at the Tower-gate, and
“taking his seat in the landau, told his lordship
how- disagreeable it was to wait on him on so awe-
fulan occasion, but that he would endeavour to ren-
der his situation as little irksome as possible. The
procession now moved slowly, through an immense
crowd of spectators,- On their way, lord Ferrets
asked Mr. Vallant: if he had ever seen such a
crowd : the sheriff replied in the negative; to
whichb the unhappy peer replied—¢¢ I suppose it is
because they flever saw a lord hanged before.™
- The chaplain obterving that the public would be
naturally inquisitive about bis lordship’s religious
- opinions ;
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opiions : he replied—'¢ That he did not think
_ himself accountable to the world for his sentiments
onreligion; but thot he always believed mr one
God, the maker of all things; that whatever were
bis religious notions, he had never propagated them
that all countries had a form of religion, by which
the people were governed, and whoeves disturbed
them in it, he considered as an enemy to society =
that he thought lord Bolingbroke to blame, for.
permitting his sentiments on reljgion to be pub-
Jished to the world.”—And he made other obser-
vations of a like mature. Respecting the death of
Mr. Johnsonm, be said—¢ he was under particular
circumstances, and had met with se many crosses
and vexations, that he scatce knew what he did ;>
but declared that he had no malice against the
unfortunate man. So immense was the erowd, that
it was near three hours before the procession reached
the placé of execution; on the way to which, lord
Ferrers desired to stop to have a glass of wine and
water; but the sheriff ebserving that it would onl
draw a greater crowd about him, he replied—¢¢ that

~

is true, by no means stop.” He likewise observed, -

that the preliminary apparatus of death produced
more terror than death itself. At Tyburn be ex-

pressed a wish to take a final leave of Mrs. Clif- -

ford ; but the Sheriff advised him to decline it, as
it would disarm him of the fortitude he possessed :
to which he answerd—¢¢ If you, sir, think I am
wrong, I submit:>* after which he gave the sheriff
a pocket-book, containing a bank note, with a
ring, and a purse of guineas, which were after-
wards delivered to the unhappy woman. The pro-
cession was attended by a party of horse-gienadiers
and foot-guards, and at the place of execution was

met by another party of horse, which formed a
: . 2F3 circle

P
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circle round the gallows. His lordship walked up
the steps of the scaffold with great composure, and
having joined with the chaplain in repeating the
Lord’s prayer, which he called a fine composition,
he spoke the following words with great fervency—
¢« O God, forgive me all my etrors! pardon all
my sins!* He then presented his watch to Mr.
Vaillant, and gave five guineas to the assistant . of
the executioner, by mistake, instead of gjving them
to himself. The master ‘demaunded the money, 2
dispute arose between the parties, which wight
have discomposed the dying man, had not the she-
riff-exerted his authority to put an end to it. The
executioner now proceeded to do his duty, lord
" Ferrer's neckcloth was taken off,- a white cap,
which he had brought in his pocket, put on his
head, his arms secured with a black sash, and the
halter put round his neck. He then ascended the
raised part of the scaffold, and the cap being pulled

over his face, the sheriff gave asignal, on which |

the raised scaffold was struck, and remained level

with the rest. Afier hanging an hour and five
minutes, the body was reccived in a coffin lined
with white satin,” and conveyed to Surggon’s ball,
where an incision was made from the neck to the
bottom of the breast, and the bowels were taken
out; on inspection of which, the surgeons declared
that they had never bebeld greater signs of long

life in any subject which had come under their no-
tice.” His lordship’s hat and the halter lay nearhis
feet in the coffin, on the lid qf whicl were these

words—¢- Laurence Earl Ferrers, suffered May 5,
1760."" After the body had remaioed some time
at Surgeon’s hall, for publicinspection, it was de-
livered to his fricnds for interment. o But it would

be unjust to his memory, not to medtion that, dor-
g
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, ing his imprisonment, he had made pecuniary re-
cempence to several persons whom he had injyred,
during the extravagance of those passions to which
he was unhappily subject. *

FIELD, WILLIAM, (HIGHWAYMAN,) “was
an - accomplice of the notorious "Hawke, (see
HawkeE) and went by a varicty of names, parti-
cularly thar of GREEN. Not having learnt any
trade, he ‘entered into the service of a gentleman,
with whom he lived three years, but was at length
discharged on account of his character. However,
‘he got another place, through a false recommen-
dation ; but his extravagance and ill houtssgduced
this master likewise to discharge hifh. * Being re-
duced to great poverty, he resolved gn commerc-
ing highwayman ; and, having hired horses at li-
very-stables, he committed such a variety of rob-

- beries, that he soon became the subject of public
conversation. The money he acquired by his dw- -
less depredations, he squandered among men and
womentof abandoned character. At length he was
taken by the officers of justice, who carried him
before a magistrate, by whom hé was committed
to Newgate. ' He was tried at the next sessions at
the Old Bailey: when the prosecutor gave his tes-
timony against him in so favourable a manner, that
though the jury found him guilty, they recom-
mended him to the royal mercy: the consequence
was that he was reprieved for transportation in the
‘year 1770. On his arrival in North America he
was sold as a slave, but soon finding means to es-
cape with othersslaves to New-York, they embark-
ed on board a vessel bound for Pool, .and landed
in England. Field hastening to London, engaged
with Hawke in the practice of robbing on. the

! - | highway,
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highway, and making large booties, he assumed

the character of a gentleman; when, cousting 2

girl who lived servant with a man of fortune, she

consented to accept him for a husband. For some

months after his marriage, he committed highway

robberies abont twice a week ; but his wife had no

suspicion of the life he led, conceiving bim to be a

man in good circumstances. It is said, that in

five months he collected 10,000l in bills of exa

change and cash. He frequently committed four

or five robberies on a night, sometimes on Finch-

ley Common, and often on’Shooter’s-bill, Black-

heath, and other places in that neighbourhood ;

when once, Being closly pursued, be effected a dif-

ficult escape to town. .After this be frequented

-Putney Common and its adjacencies, whence he
brought comsiderable booties to London. Field,

Hawke, and another, having robbed some coach-

es, dined and made mciry at a public-house at

- Barnes, and staying: till it was near night, they
crossed Kew Bridge, and went to Actom, where

they slept, being afraid 8f coming to London.—

Notice having' been given at Sir John Fielding's

office, persons were sent out on different roads, and

the offenders being taken, were conveyed, hand-
cuffed, to Tothill-fields Bridewell. On a subse-

quent day they were examined, and a great num-

‘ber of robberies being sworn against Hawke and
Field, they were remanded to prison, whence the

former made his escape in a tew days. Though

Ficld had returned from rtransportation, it was

thought proper to indict him at the Surry assizes

for the subsequent robberies, when he would have

pleaded guilty ; but Lord Chief Baron Smythe ad-

vised him to put himselt on his trial ; and the jyry

' having
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having given a verdict against him, the Judge pro-
nounced sentence, after addressing him in the most
pathetic -‘manner. Being conveyed to the New Gaol
m Southwark, he was attended by the Rev. Mr,
Dyer, to whom he acknowledged that the robbe-
ries-he had been charged with were far short of
those he had committed, and appeared very peni-
tent for his crimes. At the place of execution, he
“warned young people to avoid bad company, as it
was the certain road to destruction. He suffered
at Kennington Common, September 1, 1778. Sce
PoULTER, &c. - '
FISHER, MARGARET, -(reLON,) was in-
dicted at the Old Bailey, in Sept. 1722, for pri-
vately stealing thirteen guineas from the person of
Dan. M‘Donald, who gave his evidence in the fol- |
lowing singular manner :—

¢ And leek yer loardship, I had just taken my
wages, thirteen guineas -in goud, and was gawn
:alang King-strate, in Wasmanster; when I mat
wi® this fow quean at the- bare, ahd speird
where I was gawn; I tdud her name. She said
gen I wad ga wi’ hur toll Joanny Davis's hoose,
she wad gi’ me a drame, Sir, for, in troth, she
tuck me for a poor gawkey, boss headed chiel, and
leek yer loardship. Sa she tuck hand o’ my haind,
and lad me a get I kenna’ reet weel. And when
we came tull Jeanny Davis’s hoose, she caud for
muckle beer and braindy, and gerd me as bung as
a swobe, ‘and lcek yer hoanour. I staid there wi’
‘her a pratty while; and thane, sir, I pit my haind
intull my bricks, to feel for money to pay tlie rac-
koning ; but the deel a bawbie could I find, for it
was aw tint. .And when I speird about it, they
glawred, and taud me, gen I wanna® tack myself
' ' awaw,

\ .
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awaw, they wad gar me ga, wi’ adeel to me; and
as sir, they dang me su’ sair; and tusned me oot at
the back door, intull the strate, and I sambled
aboot, and cou’ na’ find the hoose agen : and the
watchmen met wi me, and carried me intull the
soond hoose. And there I taud "em hoo I had
been roabed. The neist mearning I gade and
food oot Joanny Davis's hoose, but she was ria
away and the prasoner, too. But at neet, about
saven a cloke, I mat wi® this ampudent betchat
‘the bare, and tuck her up. 1 ken weel enub that
she must ha’ my goud, for na saul alse was wi” me
but Joabuy Davis, wha brote what we cawd for.
Let her dence it an she can. Somebody (but I
kenna’ whaw it was) offered me sax guineasin
.mykhaind to make the matter up, but I waana®
tack it.” :

In her defenee the prisoner alledged, that meet-
ing with a coachman and the prosecutor, the formes
asked her to drink; en which they went to the
house of Mrs. Davis; but that she sat on the op-
posite side of the room that the prosecutor did, and
had not robbed him ; and that nothing was found
uwpon her when she was searched. 'The jury not
believing her allegations, and the prisoner baving
no person to appear in behalf of her character®,
she was found guilty, and reccived sentence of
death. Having, however, pleaded preguancy,

which

® In circumstantial evidence, a good character
has great weight with the jury ; and, doubtless, this
woman would have been acquitted, had any one
appeared in her bebalf. The want of charaeter,
' therefose,
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which waé confirmed by a jury of matrons, she .
had ¢he good fortune to be respited, and after-
wards pardoned. .o
J(’li‘I'I‘ZGERALD. ROBERT. S$ece Powsr,

HN. :

FLOOD, MATTHEW. See Oaky, RicH-
ARD. ' .
FOLLARD, JOHN. See WiLD, JONATHAN.

FONTAINE, Capt. PETER DE LA, (¢2-
LON,) was a frenchman by birth, and nobly de-
scended, who reccived a military education, and
served at the siege of Phillipsbuig under the duke
of Berwick. The campaign being ended, he went

to Paris, where a gentleman jovited him-tp spend | -

some time at his country seat, when he fell in love
with his daughter, who wished to marry him ; but
the father interposing, she eloped with her lover,
and they lived a considerable time as mairied peo-
ple at Rouen. On their return to Paris, the young
lady lodged in a convent ; but de la Fontaine ap-
pearing in public, some officers of Justice, seeing
tim in a coffee-house, told him they had the king’s
wacrent for apprehending him: on which he
wounded two o{ them with his sword, notwith-
standing which, he was seized and lodged in pri-
son. On this he wrote to the young lady, tclling
her he was obliged to go into the country on ur-
gent business, but'would soon return; and, hav-
ing made interest with the daughter of the keepe; .

. R of

therefore, in some respects, condemns a person ;'
but when the evidence is clear, the character of a -
prisoner, though ever so good, is unavailing, ex-
cept recommending the culprit to royal mercy. See
Desparp, &c. EDITOR.

1
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of the prison, she let him out occasionally to visit
his mistress. Being brought to trial for ranning
away with an heiress, he would have been capitally
convicted, ageeable to the ‘then laws of France,
but that the young lady voluntatily swore that she
went off with him by her own consent ; however,
soon after his acquittal, she was seized with the
paiuns of labour, and died in child-bed : "hereupon
de la Fontaine went again into the army, and be-
haved so bravely at the battle near  Kale, that the
duke of Berwick rewarded his courage with the
commission of lieutenant of granadiers. A young
lady of Strasburg, who had fallen in love with
him at Paris, before his former connection, now
obtained a pass.from the marshal de Belleisle, and
being introduced to the duke of Berwick, told
bhim she wished to see de la Fontaine; and the
duke, judging of the cause, ordered her to be con-
ducted to him. On the following day she went to
the duke, dressed in men’scloaths, and entered as
a volunteer in the same regiment with de 1a Fon-
taine. She went through the regular duties of 2
soldier, and reposed in the same tent with her - pa-
ramour § but in the winter following the campaign
she died of the small-pox, leaving a part of her
" fortune to her lover. The duke of Berwick hav-
ing been killed at the siege of Philipsburg, de
la Foutaine made the tour of Europe; but return-
ing to Paris, he fought a duel with an officer, who
being,danﬁerously wounded, Fontaine repaired to
Brest, and embarked as lieutenant of ‘marines on
board a vessel bound for Martinico: but the ship
having been taken by a Turkish corsair, and car-
ried to Constantinople, .he was their confined in
a dungeon, and had only bread and water for his
sustenance. While in this situation he was visited
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by another prisoner, who had more liberty than
himself, and who advised him, as the French con-
sul was then absent, to apply to a Scotch nobleman
in the city, who was distinguished for his humane
and generous feelings. De la Fontaine having
procured pen, ink, and paper, with a tinder-hox
to strike-a light, (all by the friendship of his fel-
low-prisoner) sent a letter to the Nobleman, who
had no soonerread it, than he hurried to the cell, to
visit the unfortunate prisoner. Having promised
his interest to procure his enlargement, he went to
the Grand Vizier, and pleaded his cause so effectu-
ally, that de la Fontaine was released, and went im-
mediately to thank the Vizier, who wished him -
happy, and presented him with a sum of money,
Hence our adventurer sailed to Amsterdam, where
having a criminal connexion with a lady, who be.
came pregnant, he embarked for the Dutch settle.
ment of Curassoe ; but finding the place unhealthy,
he obtained the Governor’s permission to go to Su-
rinam, and continued above five yearson that island.
—While in this place the governor invited him toa
ball, where one of the company was a widow lady of
rank, of whom he determined, if possible, to make
a conquest ; nor did he long fail of an opportunity,
for, dining with her at the governor’s house, they
soon became very intimately acquainted. ‘The
consequence of their sociability was a residence as
husband and wife; and four children were the
fruits of the connexion, three of whom died, but
the other, a boy, was educated by the governor of
the Tsland. Other officers having addressed the
same lady, de la Fontaine was occasionally involved
in difficulties on her account. One of these officers
having traduced him in his absence, Fontaine, on
26 : meeting

1
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meeting him, bade him deaw his sword, but dhe
other refused ; on which be struck him with e
cane, and cut off one of his.ears. ' On this he was
seized, tried by a court-martial, but acquitted;
and the officer degraded, on account of the prove~
cation he had given. From this time de da Fontaine
was treated with unusual marks of civility. He still
lived ou the best terms with the lady, and their
- affection appeared to be reciprocal. The gowormar
bestowed on him a cousiderable tractof land, whidg
he cultivated to great advantage ; but the malise
of his enemies was so vestless, that they prevaileden
one of his negro servants to mix poison in his:feell.
Unsuspecting any villainy, he swallowed.the poison,
the consequence of ‘which was, -that he languishal
several months; and the lady, affected by hissitu~
ation, gave way to melaicholy, which brought o
a consumption, that deprived her of life. Afiar
her death, de la Fontaine obtained the governer’s
permission to return to Europe ; anddived for some
time dn 2 splended manner at Anisterdam; but &
dength determined to embark for England. On'his
arrival in London, he took clegant lodgings, live#t
in the stile of a gentleman, and made several g
connexions. Among his acquaintance was Zag<
nier, a Venetian, who had been obliged to quithis
own country on account of his iriegularities. This
man possessed such an artful address, that de I
Fontaine made him at all times welcome to his tabls;
and admitted him to a considerable share of his
confidence. Zannier soon improved this advan-
tage; for, contriving a scheme with an attor
and bailiff, he pretended to have been arrested far
300l. and prevailed on his new friend to bail him,

un the assurance that he had & good estase in Ire- -

land,
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Bard, and would pay the money before the return
of the writ ; but when the term arrived, de la Fon-’
saine was compelled fo discharge the debt, as Zan-
wier did not appear. At this time there having
Been a grand processions of free-masons, he dressed
Hmsdfxin a superb style, and his chariot being the
wmost elegant of any in the procession, he was parti.
@ularly noticed by the spectators. Among the rest,
slte’ davghter of an alderman had her curiosity sb
much excited, that she caused enquiry to be made
who bhe was, and on the following day sent him
Jetter, intimating that she should be at a ball at
Richmond, where he might have an opportunity of
dancing with her. De la Fontaine did not hesitate
® eomply; and when the ball was ended he re-
ezived an invitation to dine with the young lady on
the ensuing day, at her father’s house. He at-
sended accordingly ; but the father having learnt
Wis character, insisted that he should decline his
wisits, which put an e to all his hopes from that
quarter. His circumsrances being now greatly re-
duced, he resolved, if possibje, to repair them by
wnarriage, and was soon afterwards wedded to a
- widow of comsiderable fortune; but his taste for
extravagance rendered this fortune unegual to his
suppert; nor was his conduct to his wife hy any
means generous. Soon after this union he was at
tive Lord Mayor's ball, where he made an acquaint-
. ance with the wife of a tradesman, which ended in
@ eriminal eonncction.  The parties frequently met
at taverns-and bagnios ; and de la Fontdine having
written to the Lady, appointing her to meet him ag
@ tavern, the letter feil into the hands of her hus-
Wand, who communicated the contents to her bro-
sliers ; whereupon the letier was sealed up, and de-
. 2G 2 : livered
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livered according to its address. The brothers
agreed to go to the tavern, where they told. the
waiter to shew any lady to them who might enquird
for de la Fontaine. In a short time the lady came,
and was astonished to be introduced to her brother
and husband; but the latter was so affected, that
he promised a full remission of all that was past, on
her promise of future fidelity. These gencrous
terns she rejected with contempt, and immediately
&% the room. De la Fontaine being acquainted
with this circumstance, was oppressed with a sense
of the husband’s generous behaviour, and advised
the lady to return to her duty. At first she insult-
ed him for his advice, but at length thought pro«
per to comply with it. Havig now seen his own
conduct in an unfavourable light, he went into the
country with his wife for some time, -to avoid his
old asscoiates, and when he returned to London, de~
termined to abandon his former course of life. Un=
fortunagely, however, he had not long formed this
resolution, when Zannier went to him, begging his
forgiveness for obliging him to pay the debt. . De
la Fontaine too easily complied with his request, and
once more considered him as a friend. They went

‘together to a tavern, where they met with a woman,

whom Fontaine had formerly known, and a man
who was dressed in black. While de la Fontaine
wis conversing with the woman, the stranger (who
afterwards appeared to be a Fleet parson) read the
marriage ceremony from a book which he held ia
his hand; and the next week de la Fontaine was
apprehended on a charge of bigamy, and committed
for trial at the OIld bailey. The villain Zannier

-visiting him in Newgate, de la Fontaine was so en-

taged at his perfidy, that he beat him through the
press=
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pess yard withe a broomstick with such severity,
sivat the turnkey was obliged 10 interpose to pre-
went murder. In revenge of this, Zannier swore
shat de la Fontaine had been guilty of forgery, in
Smitating the hand-wiiting o?a’ gentleman named
Parry : in consequence of which de Ja Fontaine was
Brought te hix trial, and capitally convieted;
shough 2z gentleman swose that the writing resem-

Bled that of Zannier. He received sentence of

death, and was ordered for exeeution ; and aftes re-
peated respites for five years, he was transported in

September, 1752,

FRANCIS, JOHN. See Drsrarp, E. M.
FRANKLIN, ROBERT, (FORGERY,) wasa
genteel young man, borm in Holborn, of a very re-
spectable parents, who gave him an education suit-
_able to his expectations in life. At the age of fif-
seen, he was apprenticed to an eminent merchant in
whe city, with whom he remained till his time had
. expired: his master and he had frequent quar-
-yels about keeping late hours, the former seriously
expatiating on the evil tendency of hizconduet, but
without effect. When his apprenticeship was com-
pleted, he went and lived with his parents.  In this
siguation he bridled his passions for some time, but
at length they bioke out again; however, by the
tender persuasions of an_ atfectiogate mother they
were kept within bounds.  One fatal Sunday even-
g, he accidentally met with an old companion
who insisted on his accompanying him to ree a fa-
voyrite mistress. Franklin untortunately consent-
ed; and they went to St. George's Fields, where
they drank tea, and afterwards visited the Apollo
Gardens. Here Franklin, whoye heart was very
sasily cought, beheld, and instantaneously admired,
2G 3 P t
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the beautiful, but perfidious Mary Jones; he re-
"quested her to be seated, to which she readily as-
sented, and they soon afterwards went home toge~
ther. By her persuasions he immediately left his
parents, and lived with her, in every extravagance_
as long as he could obtain money, which he pro
cared from every person whe would tryst him ; but
that failing, he took the fatal resolution of forging
. Bank notes. Struck with horror at his situation,
he. applied to his friends to procure him a place
in the navy, which they did; and he soon afterlefe
his fair decoyer, to go on board the Hydra frigate.
Here, perhaps, the unfortunate Franklin might
have avoided his fate ;. but he received aletter from
Mary Jones, stating, that bis departure had such
an effect on her, as to occasion a violent disorder,
of which she then lay without friends or money, in
. Middlesex Hospital ; and: that, as she had aban-
doned all the world for him, she hoped he would
not now forsake her. In this snare Franklin was
caught; he procured leave of absence for some
time, and immediately returned to town. He went
to Charles-street, Middlesex Hospital, to a Miss
Dixon, an acquaintance of Mary Jones's whose ser-
vant he sent out to get change for a forged ten
pound note, which she obtained of Mr. Kearse, the
. One Tun, in Goodge-street, When he got the
change, he left with Miss Dixon, for her to give to
Mary Jones, a two pound note, one shilling, and
two sixpences. After passing this note, he again
left town to join the Hydra frigate, which then lay
at the Nore. On his way thither he slept at the
George Inn, Rochester.” His behaviour here
caused some suspicion, and made him be particu-
lasly noticed by one J. North, a waiter ; he went

to
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to bed intoxicated, and complained next day of
Being robbed of upwards of forty pounds. Itseems
be had been robbed by two men, who went off
smmediately for London ; the notes being forged,
shey were stopped in attempting to pass them; at
Bow strect they confessed how they came by them.
I consequence Lavender and Rivet went to Ro-
chester, and traced Franklin on board- the Hydra,
from whence they brought him to London. He .
kad in his posession, when taken, four hundred
and fifty pounds in notes and cash. He was tried
m December sessions, 1797, convicted, and received
sentence of death. At the tine of his execution he
@ppeared very, penitent, and met his fate with a
. becoming resignation. He suffered on the 24th of
Jantary, 1798, aged 29. His body was taken
away in a hearse to an undertaker’s in Alders-
gate street.

G.
GARDELLE, THEODORE, (MURDERER,)

was a native of Geneva : having received an uni-
versity education, he went to Paris, where he
studieq miniature-painting, and baving made a great
proficiency in the art, returned to Geneva, where he
married, and carried ou his business for some years;
but not being happy in his domestic connections, he
came to London, and lodged with Mis. King in
Leicester ficlds.  Some time afterwards he removed
to Knightsbridge ; but finding that place inconve-
nient for his business, he returned to town, and took
possession of his former lodgings. On the 1gth of
February, 1761, Mrs. King’s maid-servant opened

.the doors of her pariour, and being ordered by her
‘ «  mistress

v
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mistress to make a fire, she afterwards went to
Gardelle’s room, and found him employed. He
now gave her two letters to carryto the Haymarket
and a guinea to change, “to buy a pennyworth of
snuff’; but returning to her mistress, she ordercd her
not to go, as there was no one to give an answer at
the door. This the giil told to Gardelle, who
"came down into the parlour to give attendance if
any one should call. When the maid was gone out,
Mirs. King hearing himn walking in the room, cal-
led out, ¢ Who is there?** At this instant Gar--
delle had just sat down to read; but she called
him, and saying some harsh things to him, he told
her she was an impertinent woman, on which she
struck him a violent blow on the left side, and he
gave her a push, as if he despised her; but, as she
was retreating, her foot hitched in the ﬂoor-clo,th,
she fell, and her head struck against the bed - post -
with great force. He professed his sorrow for
what had happened, and, observing the blood
gushing from her mouth, attempted to lift her up,
and stop the bleeding ; but she threatened to have
him punished, and continuing these threats, he
became so enraged, that he seized an ivory comb,
which had along sharp- pointcd handle, and vowed,
her destruction, unlessshe desisted fiom her threats.
The woman, however, persevered in her menaces,
and at length, in the heat of passion, hes pushed
the handle of the comb into her throat, which killed
her; and then he covered her with the bed clothes.
Terrified himself at/ the fatal blow, he fainted
away ; and, on his recovery, found the maid-ser-
vant in the' front parlour, just returned with his
snuff. The girl now called her mistress, but not
being answered, she got her own breakfast, and
then went to clean and adjust Gardelle's apartment, '

. , whilg

Ay



. GARDELLE, 345

while she was so doing, she observed him come

down from the garret, which she wondered at, as

she knew not any business e could have in that

part of the house; and she remarked that he had

ehanged his dress, and seemed unusvally agitated.

He now sent her with a letter to Suffolk street, and .
on her return told her, that her mistress was gong

eat in a coach with a gentleman. The maid,

knowing that she had not been absent long enough

for her mistress to dress herself, did not credit this

story ; but presumed that she and Gardelle had been

wery intimate in ber absence ; Mrs. King vot having

been a woman of unblemished reputation. A

gentleman, named Wright, having lodged on the

st floor, but gone ito-the country for the benefit

af the air, his servant came at one o'clock, and

erdered preparation to be made for hig return in'the

everming. In the interim, the maid thought that her -
mistress continued in bed, bein'g ashamed to appear
#er her supposed commeree with Gandclle, The -
wretched man went frequently up and down stairs
sill three in the afternoon, when he again sent the
girl to Suffolk-stiect, and during her absence re-
solved, if posible, to discharge her from the family,
to prevent a discovery of the murder. As the
givtcould not write, and Gardelle knew not enough
ef English to draw up a receipt, he wrote to a Mr.
Brocket, to write a proper recept to which the girl
might affix her mark.  This gentleman asked, if
she knew that Gardelle was authorised to discharge
ber. She answered in the negative; but Biocket
sold ber, he wrote word that he had such authority
that Mrs. King was gone out, and whea she re-
.turmed would bring another secvant.  The girl
shought that the true reason of her dismissal was

the
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the intimacy between her mistress and Gardelle;
and soon after her return the latter paid her her
wages, gave her a gratuity, and took her receipt
which Mr. Brocket had written. Meeting Mr.
Wright's servant as she was going out, she told
him, if he would wait a little, he might probaly
see her mistress, who had been in bed the whole
day; but the man declining to wait, Gardelle was
left alone. Hereupon he went to Mrs, King’s
chamber, stripped the body, and laid it on the
bed. Her bloody shift he hid in a bag, under his
own bed ; and locked hisown shirt, which was like-
wise bloody, in a drawer. The bed-cloths being
stained, he left them to soak in atub of water,
Mr, Wright’s servant returning, said his master
had procured other lodgings, but himself slept in
the garret, as it was not convenient to remove kis
‘effects. Onchis asking for Mrs. King next morn-
ing, Gardelle said she was gone out, and told him
she was not.come home, when he made a similar en-
quiry in the evening. On the Saturday, two days
after the mugder, a gentleman named Mozier, who
had been intimate both with Gardelle and Mrs.
King, called at the house for the latter to go with
him to the opera, according to promise. The
answer Gardelle gave was, that she had suddenly
gone to Bristol or Bath: the other, however, ob-
_serving that he seemed out of humour, and attribu-
- ting it to her absence, sent ‘a girl of the town to
keep him company. Gardelle did not seem pleased
with her sudden visit, hut said he had some shirts
to mend, whi h she promised to begin on the Mon-
day following. In the interim, the body remained
ashe had left it on the Thursday night, for he had
not goue near it since ; but now, anxious to conceal
© his



GARDELLE. 347

~=his crime, he left his bed, and went down stairs :
however, being followed by the girl, he was obliged
. to desist for the present. He arose soon after seven
the next morning, leaving the girl in bed, who did
not come down till after ten, and then she found
him lighting- a fire. How he had employed him-
self in the mean fime can only be conjectured. After
breakfast he sent the girl for a charwoman, whom
she brought in the afterncon. On the Monda
morning Gardelle instructed this charwoman to teil
M:r. Wright's footman, that the girl in the house
had been sent by Mrs. King, to look after it in her
absence: but the footman paid no credit to this
tale, as he had seen Gardelle and the girl in bed to-
gether. This footman, whose name was Pelsey, re-
peatedly enquired for Mrs, King, and Gardelle as
repeatedly said she was gone to Bath or Bristol ;
but witheut being credited. Pelsey going up staire
on Tuesday, remarked a disagreeble smell, and
asking Gardelle what it was, he answered the burn-
ing of a bone, which was partly true; for the
wretch had been burning the bones of the murdered
woman in the garret. After Pelsey was aslecp at
night, Gardelle sent his girl to bed, and then cut
- Mrs. King’s body in pieces. The flesh which he
cut from the bones he secreted in the cock-loft, and
threw the bowels into the vault. On the Wednes-
day evening he disinissed his girl, telling her that
Mrs. King was to return that night. The foot-
man and charwoman still remained in the house,
and the water failing in the cistern, the latter went
to the water-tub in the back kitchen, in which she .
felt something soft, and mentioned this to Pelsey ;
but there was yet no suspicion of murder : however,
the following day the bed-clothes which Gardelle
had thrown over Mrs. King’s body, were found l‘zn
the

13
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‘the water-tyb.  Hereupon Pelsey found the mazs- .

servan: whom Gardelle had discharged ; and she de-
nying the having pat any such clothes into the
tub, thie footman told his master what he suspec’ed;
and Mr. Baron, an apothecary, being applicd 14,
went to the house, and asking for Mrs, Kirg,
Gardelle'told him the same story he had told tie

others. The late servant: maid being examined he-

fore Sir John Fielding on the Saturday, a warrame
was issued to take Gardelle into custody, and M
Baron attended the servingdt. Gardelle denied the
murder, and fell in fits ; but soon recovering, thew
demanded the key of Mrs King's chamber, be
he said she had it with her in the country. On this
the constable got in at the window, and let M.
Baron and others into the room. On examinatioi,
they found . the bed bloody; and then' going w»
stairs, they discovered the bloody linen which hat
been secreted by Gardelle. ‘Hereupon he was ca-

- ried before Justice Fielding ; but, not giving dirca
answers to the questions asked him, was commttal
for farther examination. In the mean cime a brick--
"layer and carpenter” were directed to search fic
house, and they found the flesh of a human body s
the loft, and the bowels in the vault: they likewin
observed some burnt bones in the garret, whurc’e
was evident a fire had been made. A gentiem «
Jhad received a box from Gardelle, onthe Thurs
before he was taken into custody, with an injui.-
tion to keep it safely; but'opening it, when'hs
heard he was apprehended, it was found to-cent:x
Mrs. King’s watch, and other articles, Whil
Gardelle was in New Prison, he took apium, witl

. an intent to destroy himself; but the strengthf
his constitution counteracting the'poison, he beggc!
so be carried before a magistrate, to make a it
’ ) G-
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wonfession, This the justice heard, but would not
ggrmit him tosign it as evidence against himsclf;

e was then re-committed for trial : and after this he
swallowed 2 number of halfpence, in order to de-
stroy himself, but this did not answer the end. He
was brought to trial at the Old Bailey, on the 2nd
of April, and capitally convicted, " His behaviour
at first was outrageous, but the next day he was
more resigned. He said it was with the utmost
horror that he associated with the woman that Mo-
zier bad sent to him, but was afraid to dismiss her,
Jest a sufmise of his guilt should arise; and when
asked why he had not escaped abroad after com-
smitting the murder, he said it was for fear that
some innocent person might be charged with it. He
was conveyed to the place of execution in a cart,
which stopped a while near the spot where he com-
mitted the murder. He suffered in the Haymarket,
. April 4, 1761, amidst an immense crowd of spece

tators, who testified their joy at his exit in a man-
ner too turbulent for so solemn an occasion. He
was afterwards hung in chains on Hounslow Heath,

GARDINER, STEPHEN, (HoUSE BREAKER,)
was born in Moorfields, of poor parents, who put
him apprentice to a weaver, but his behaviour soon
became so bad, that his master was obliged to cor-
rect him severly ; on which he ran away, and as«
saciated with idle boysin the streets, and then was
driven home through mere bunger. His friends
. now determined to send.bim te ses, and put him
on board a corn vessel] the master of which traded
to France and Holland. Being an indalent and
useless hand on board, he was treated so roughly -
-by his shipmates, "that he grew heartily tired of a
sea-faring life: and, on his return from the first
' 2H voyage,



voyage, he promised the utmost obedience, if his
friends would permit him to remain at home. This
was readily complied with, in the hope of his refor-
mation, and he was now put to a waterman; but
being impatient of restraint, he soon quitted his
service, and engaged with dissolute fellows in the
neighbourhood of Moorfields, with whom he played
at cards, . dice, &¢. till he was stripped of what
little money he had, and then commenced pick-
pocket. His first attempt was at Guildhall, dur-
ing the drawing of the lottery, when he took a wig
out of a man’s pocket ; but though he was detected
in the offence, the humanity of the surrounding
multitude permitted his escape. This circumstance
encouraged him to continue his practice, and about
a month afterwards he was detected in picking an-
other pocket, and notwithstanding his protestations
of innocence, underwent the dicipline of the horse-
pond. He was now determined to give over a
business which was necessarily attended with so
much hazard, and afforded so little prospect of ad-
vantage ; but soon afterwards he became acquainted
with t«onotorious housebreakers, named Garra-
way and Sly, who offered to take him as partner,
but he rejected their proposals’; however, one night,
when he had lost all his money and most of his
clothes, at cards, he went to his new acquaintance,
and agreed to be concerned in their illicit practices.
Garraway proposed that they should rob his own
brother, which being immediately agreed to, they
broke open his house, and stole most of his and his
wife’s waring appearel, which they sold, and spent
the money in extravagance. They in the next
place robbed Garraway's uncle of a considerable
quantity of plate, which they sold to a womaa
e named

350 " €ARDINER., 1
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named Gill, who disposed of the plate, but never
_accounted to them for the produce. Gardiner,
provoked at being thus defrauded of his share of
the ill gotten booty, intormed Jonathan Wild of the
robbery, who got him admitted an evidence against
the other men, who were convicted, but respited,
on condition of being transported. Having now
become acquainted with one Rice Jones, they
agreed to go together on the passing lay, an artifice
practice in those times, and was thus accomplish-
ed :—one of the rogues takes a countryman into a
public-house, under pretence of pleasure or busi-
ness; then his accomplice comes in as a sfrangery
and in a little time finds a pack of cards, which his
companion had designedly laid on the shelf in the
room: on which the two sharpers begin to play,
At length one of them offers a wager on the game,
and puts down his money. The other shows his
cards to the countryman, to convince him that he
must certainly win, and offers to let him go halves
in the wager; but soon after the countryman has
laid down-his money, the sharpers manage the
matter so as to pass off with it.—This mode of
tricking-was afterwards improved, for the sharpers
nerally gamed with the countryman till he had
F:st all hismoney. In this practice our adventurers
were very successful at differeut places, particulary
at Brigtol ; but in this last place Jones biiked Gar-
diner, for having defrauded a country-gentle-
man of aggold watch and chain, a suit of laced
clothes, and about a hundred guineas, he gave no
share of the booty to Gardiner. This induced the
latter to think of revenge; he disguised his senti-
ments, and they went together to Bath, where
they remained some time, and then proceeded on
their journey, but in the morning ‘on which they
2H32 - set
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sct out, Gardiner stole an iron pestle from the inn
where they lay, and concealed it in his boot, with
a2n intention of murdering his companion when they
should come into an unfrequented place, On their
journey Gardiner generally kept behind Jones, and
twice took out the pestle in order to perpetrate the
murder: but his resolution failing him, he at length
dropped it in the 1oad, unperceived by his compa.
nion. In a few days afterwards these comrades
in iniquity parted, and soon after Gardiner broke
open a house between Abergavenny and Mon-

,mouth; but finding no money, he took onlya

gown, with which he rode off.  Soon after his ar.
rival in London, he robbed a house on Addle-hill,
and then broke open the house of Mrs. Roberts,

" and carried off linen to the amount of twenty-five

ounds. In this robbery.he was assisted by John
artin, and both the offenders being soon after-

~ wards taken into custody, were brought to trial,

. capitally convicted, and received sentence of death;

AY

but Martin was afterwards reprieved, on condition
of transportation for fourteen years. After sen:
tence of death, Gardiner became as sincere a peni-
tent as he had been a notorious offender. He re«
signed himself to his fate with the utmost submis-
sion: and, before he quitted Newgate on the day
of execution, he dressed himself in a shroud, in
which he was executed, refusing to wear any othét
clothes, thdugh the weathei was intensely cold. At
The fatal tree he saw some of his old Bmpanicns,
whom he desired to take warning from his ¢alami-
tous fate; to avoid bad company, and embrace a
Jife of sobriety, as the most certain road to happi-
pess in this world and the next. He suffered at
‘Tyburn, on the 3d of February, 1724,
GARRAWAY., See, GARDINER, S.
‘ .  GIBSON,
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GIBSON, JAMES, (FORGERY,) having re-
ceived a liberal educarion, was articled to an at-
torney of eminence, with whom he served his time,
with eredit to himselt and satisfaction to his em-
pldyer; and, when his clerkship was ended, he
engaged in bu-iness on his own account, and was.
acknowledged an excellent attorney. In the early
part of lite he had married a young lady, with
whom he received a genteel fortung; and by whom
he had five children, all living at the time of his
death. Notwithstanding these tender pledges of
his love, he deserted his wife and family fer the
embraces of a mistress, who had been kept by a
Scotch nobleman ; leaving them to suffer the ex-
tremes of want, while he was enjoying the luxuries

. of life. His skill as a lawyey being indisputable,
Mr. Francis, deputy solicitor to the treasury, took
him- into partnership; and for a considerable
time he behaved with a degree of fidelity that did
ample justice to the choice that had been made.
M. Francis's business was of a very extensive na-
ture, and was principally transacted by Gibson,
who gave proof of the most consummate abilities in
his profession. Not simply that of the treasury,
but a variety of other concerns, were committed to
the care of Mr. Francis, and by him to the ma-
nagement of Gibson. Among other engagements,
Mr. Francis was employed in a-cause respecting an
estate in chancery, on which an injunction was
issueds and a person was appointed to receive the
rents of the estate till the lord chancellor should
make his final decree. In the interim, Gibson,
baving reduced himself by a profust mode of living,
forged the hand-writing of the accomptant-general
of the court of chancery, in consequence of which

Z2H3 he
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he received above nine hundred pounds. Discovery
of this transaction being made in a short time, Gib-
~ son was taken into custody, and lodged in New-
gate, in September 1760, Being brought to trial
for the forgery at-the ensuing sessions at the Old
Bailey, the jury brought in a special verdict, sub-
ject ta the determination of the twelve judges.
From this time Gibson continyed in Newgate till
January 1768 (upwards of fifteen months), and it
was the prevailing opinion that no . farther notice
would be taken of the affair. However Gibson, by
yepeated applications, urged that his case might be
determined by the judges; and atlength, in Hilary
term, 1768, the reverend bench made a final deci-
sion on his case, importing that it came within the
meaning of the law ; consequently he received sen-
- tence of death, and was removed into the cells of
Newgate,  After sentence, his behaviour wasevery
way becoming his melancholy situation, and he
reflected with much sorrow on his unkindness to his
wife and family. His preparation for the awful
change that awaited him, appeared to be rational,
serious, and devout. He applied for pardon to that
throne of mercy, whénce alone he had a right to
expect it. His seriousness seemed to increase as the
solemr moment approached, and it was evident
that he was determined to meet his fate as became
a man and A christian.” 'On the day of his execu-
« tion he was indulged with a mourning coach, and
was attended by an immense crowd of spectators.
His behaviour was so pious, so resigned, and in all
respects so admirably adapted to his unhappy situ.
atiun, that the tears of the commiserating multitude
accompanied his last ejaculation. He suffered at
Tyburn, quthe 23d of March; 1768, His body,

wheo
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when cut down was delivered to his friends for in- -
terment. .
GONZALEZ, BLI, alias SYMONDS, JOHN,
(FELON,) called SPANISH JACK, was descend-
ed of reputable parents residing at Alicant in
Spain, wha were exceedingly careful of his educa-
tion, intending him. for holy orders: but all their
hopes weredisappointed : he absconded from school,
and entered on board a man of war. Having re-
mained some years in this station, he engaged on
board a ship of war belongiug to England, and
sailed up the Levant.  After staying some time at
Alexandria, Sinyrna, and other places, the ship
put into Gibraltar, and was ordered to be Jaid up 3 -
in consequence of which he entered on boaida
“Dutch vessel. He served in several English privaw
teers during the war; and when peace was restor-
ed, joined one of the gangs of smugglers that in~ °
fested the coast of Kent and Sussex. Having
a¢quired a sum of money, he repaired to London,
and formed an acquaintancewith a number of peo-
ple of both sexes of the most abandoned charac-
ters. Having spent hLis money in scenes ot riot
and intoxication, he obtained credit for divers small
sums from different people, whom he amused, by
assuring them that he was entitled to prize-money,
on the receipt of which he would pay them. His
creditors becoming importunate for their ‘money,
he formed the resolution ot going again toseas
but not being able to enter into such advantageous
engagements as he expected, he became acquainted
with an infamous gang of robbers, with whom he
committed a variety of robberies in the fields near
Stepney ; but none of them were attended with
circumstances sufficiently remarkable for rccital;

.
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As he was passing along Rag-fair, he Was =eized
by a person whom he, in conjunction with other
villains, had robbed the preceding evening. This
event occasioned him to reflect on his dangerous
situation ; and judging that, if he continued his

_ illegal courses, he could not long escape detection,

he determined to give information against his ac-
complices. He communicated his design to M¢Da-
niel, and accompanied him and other thief-takers

- one evening to a house where they were drinking, -

when Mandevile, Holmes, and Newton, were ta-
ken into cutody ; but two others of the gang es-
caped through a window. Mandeville, Holmes,
and Newton, were convicted on the evidence of
Gonzalez, who had now assumed the name of
Symmonds, and executed in' October, 1751, at
yburn. For the apprehension of these three ma-
Iefactors, the thief-takers.received a reward of
420l, of which they allowed the evidence only z0l.
and, by various contrivances, they kept him in cus-
tody till he had expended all but 30s. of that sum.
‘They imagined they might obtain farther emolu-
ment through his means; and therfore endeavour-
ed to keep him in a state of poverty, that he might
be the more readily induced to return to his former
ractices, and betray his new accomplices, as her
ad done his old ones. Accordingly he formed
new connections, and renewed his depredations up-
on the public, till at length the several robberies
he committed in London and its adjacencies ten-
dered him so notorious, that he determined to go
into the country for concealment. Having travelled
to Rochester, he formed an acquaintance with one
Smith, who was well known for his felonious prac-
tices.  While they were together in a public-house
at
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at Rochester, drinking some -punth, they found
an . opportunity of concealing, a silver tankard,
which they carried off unperceived. On the fol-
lowing day they were apprehended, and commit-
ted to Maidstone foal, nzalez to be tried for
stealing the tankard, and Smith to appear against
him’ as evidence for the crown. Upon this evidence
he was found guilty, and received sentence of
deathh. After conviction he acknowledged, that
till he 'was convinced the term of his life was neat-
ly expired, he had not reflected on the most impore
‘tant consequence that would result from his ini-
quitous proceedings; and that, if he had escaped
conviction, he should have returned to his usual
practices. He appeared to repent of his former
wickedness with unfeigned sincerity. From the
prison to the place of execution, he was seriously
employed in prayes,-and when under the gallows
he warned the people to guard against following
such courses as had produced his destruction, He
suffered at Maidstope, April 18, 1656.
GOODERE, Capt. SAMUEL, (FRATRICIDE)

was bred to the sea, and in due time advanced
to the rank of captain of a man of war. He was
the younger brother of Sir Edward, in the pos-
session of-an estate of 3000l. a year; situated near
Bvesham in Worcestesshire, and having married
. the danghter of a:merchant, received 20,000l. as
a marriage portion; but mutual unhappiness was
the consequence of this connection: for the hus~
band was brutal in his manners, and the wife not
strictly observant of the sacred vow she had taken.
After frequent recriminations between the masried
pair, Sir John brought an action in the Court of
Common Pleas against Sir Robert Jason for crir:h
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nal conversation, and sool. damages were given
by the jury. His next step was to indict his lady
for a conspiracy, and a conviction following, she
was fined, and imprisoned a year in the King's
Bench. He likewise petitioned for a divorce ; but
the matter being heard in the House of Lords, his
petition was rejected. Having no children, this
brother of his (Samuel) formed very sanguine ex-
pectations of possessing the estate; - but finding
that “ir John had docked the entail in favour of
his sister’s children, the captain sought the most
diabolical means of revenge for the supposed in-
jury. ' While his vessel lay in the port of Bristol
Sir John went to that city on business; and being
engaged to dine with an attorney named Smith,
on the 1oth.of January, 1741, the captain pre-
vailed on -the latter to permit him to make one of
their-company, under pretence of being reconcil-
ed to his brother. Mr. Smith consented, and used
his good offices to accommodate the difference;
and a sincere 1econciliation appeared to have taken
lace. The captain having previously concerted
is measures, brought some sailors on shore with
him, and left them at a public house, in waiting,
- to seize the baronet in the evening. Accordingly,
when the company broke up, the captain attended
his brother through the streets; and when they
came opposite the public-house, the seamen ran
out, seized Sir John, and conveyed him to a boat
that had been appointed to wait for his reception.
Some persons who were witnesses to this outrage,
would have rescued the unfortunate gentleman ;
but the captain telling them he was a deserter, and
the darkness of the evening preventing them from
Jjudging by his appearance, this violation of the
law was permitted to pass unobstructed. As soon
: as
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as the devoted victin was in the boat, he said to
his brother, ¢¢ I know you have an intention to
murder me, and if you are ready to do it, let me
beg that it be done here, without giving yourself"
the trouble to take me on board.”” To which the
captain said, ¢ No, brother, I am going to pre-
vent your rotting on land ; but, however, I would
have you make your peace with God this night.”
Sir John being put on board, appealed to the sea-
men for help: but the captain put a stop to any
efforts that might have been made to assist himy,
by saying he was a lunatic, and brought on board
to prevent his committing an act of suicide. White
and Mahoney now conveyed him to the purser’s
cabin, which the captain guarded with a drawn
sword; while the other villians attempted to stran~
gle him with an handkerchief which they found in
his pocket, the wretched victim crying out ¢ mur-
der I"”* and beseeching them not to kill him, and
offering all he possessed as a compensation for his
life. As they could not strangle him with the
handkerchicf, the captain gave them a cord, with
which Mahoney dispatched him, while White held
hix bands, and trod on his stomach. The captain
-mow retired to hiis cabin; and the murder being
finished, the perpetrators went and told him ¢¢ the
job was done!’* on which he gave them amoney,
and bade them seek their safety in flight. The
‘attorney with whom the brother had dined, hava
ing heard of the commission of a-murder, and
knowing of the former animosity of the captain to
his brother, . immediately conjectured who it was
that had fallen a sacrfice ;. on which he went to
the mayor of Bristol, who issued his warrant to
the water-bailiff, who, going on board, found thl;tt
. 8 the,
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the lieutenant and cooper had prudently confined
- the captain _to his cabin. The offender being
. brought on shore, wascommitted to Newgate,‘and

- Mahoney and White being taken in a few hours
afterwards, were lodged in the same prison. At
the sessions held at Bristol, March 26, 1741, these
offenders were brought to trial, and being con-
wicted on the fullest evidence, received sentence of
death. After conviction, Mahoney’s behaviour was
very hardened. When the gaolers were putting
irons on_him, he said he should not regard‘dying
-on. the following day, if he could be attended b
a priest, to whom he might confess hissins. ‘This
man and White were both Irishmen, and Roman
Catholics. Capt. Goodere acknowledged the jus-
tice of his sentence, and left the following con
fession in writing :— :

¢ When I returned from supper, I went to carry
him (meaning his brother) a clean pair of stock-
ings, that I might the better see how he lay, and
which way we should murder him; at the same
time ordering the sentry not to be surprised if he
tore the cabin down in the morning. Between two
and three o’clock I ordered Mahoney to call up
- Charles White (for Elisha Cole, who was intend-
ed ¢o assist Mahoney in -this murder, was dead
~drunk¥and to bring him into my eabin. White
- came presently, and I believe I made him drink a
quart of rum out of gill glasses. When hewas
near drunk, I asked him if he would kill a Spa.
niard. The poor fellow seemed surprised: but
‘Mahoney and myself worked him up to a proper
Pitch, so that he was ready enough to assist. All~
the night long Mahoney was .to and fro in t::s;c-
: ceased’s
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ceased’s cabin; and the centry thought he was
sent by me to assist and help Sir John to any thing
he miglit want in the night. I mu:t own that Ma-
hony was unwilling to commit the murder; but I
insisted, that as he had undertaken'it, he should
go through with it. I nmediately gave him a
handkerchief, and a piece of half inch rope, about
ten feet long, bidding him-and White follow me.
The rope was to strangle him, and the handker-
~chief to thrust into his mouth, to stop his making
a noise. When we came to the cabin door, I de-
sired the centry to give me his sword, and ordered
him to go up on deck, which he did. I then
opened tge cabin.door, and Mahony and White
went in. I saw my poor brother lying on the bed
in his clothes, White seized him by the throat,
and he having his stock on, almost strangled him ;-
but he cried out ¢ mrurder!™ as well as he could, -
/and ““ help for God's sake!"” I stnod at the ca-
bin door with my sword drawn, and gave the
Janthorn, which hung up in the cabin, just as they
had got the rope about his neck. They told me to
keep back; and the centry, whose place I had
taken, seeing me without a candle, brought one
to the cabin door; but I held my sword to his
breast, and ordcred hin away, This was the very
time that my poor brother was giving his last gasp,
for about'a minute before I heard him say, * Oh!
my poor lite!”® which were the last words he ever
spoke. Ina minute or two after the deceased ex-
pired, both Mahony and White came 'out of the
cabin, and I asked if he was dead. - They said he
was. I then went into the cabin, and’telt iy
brother’s corpse. Having afterwards locked the
cabin-door, I put the key into my pocket, and
/." vOoL. K 21 ordered

L
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ordered White and Mahony to atténd me in my
cabin, where I went and sat down. Mahony came
' in first, and said, ¢ D—mn me, captain, we have
doge it, my Boyl” Then Mahony gave me my
brother’s gold watch, and I gave him in return =z
silver one which I wore. As to the money they
took out of his pockets, they shared it, each hav-
ing upwards of 14l. though White had the most
cash, because Mahony had the watch.  About
four o’clock they went into the yawl, and got on
shore, I having promised to send them tickets for
three weeks or a month’s absence from the ship.—
As to the disposal'of the deceased body, we in-
tended to have concealed it till the ship sailed, and
to fling it overboard sewed up in.a hammock ; or,
if it had been discovered before, then I intended
to have proved, by Mahony, that the deceased
strangled himself, and thought I could have infla-
enced a jury to have brought him in lunatic. T
cannot help reflecting on my conduct in this affair;
and what makes a great impresdion on me is, when
my brother was first brought into the boat, he told
" me he knew my intent was to murder him, and,
says he, why don’t you throw me overboard now?
and then you may go ashore and hang yourseif in
the boat’s fore-sheet. Justice has most deservedly
overtaken me ; and what gives me the greatest un-
easiness is, that the destﬁ of these two poor crea*
tures, Mahony and White, lie at my door, Pray
God forgive me, for sure never was any man guilty
of so much wickedness. As to what the witnesses
swore on my trial, I can contradict no part of it.
‘They did their duty, and I forgive them, as 1

. hope, through the merits of my dear Saviour, the

Almighty will forgive me.”
ST . He
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+ Me was equally ingenuous in ackrdowledging his-
guilt to his particular friends.who visited him srhen
under confinement, The persons whose evidence
convicted him felt'the extremest sorrow that they:
should be the instruments by which he was to re-
ceive the pupishment due to his crime, lamenting,
his fate with the most poigpant grief, His time:
after conviction was spent chiefly in writing let-
ters to persons of rank, to make interest to save
his life, and his wife and daughter presented a pe-
tition to the king ; but all endeavours of this kind
proving ineffectual, he employed a man to hire
some colliers to rescue him on his way to the fatal:
tree ; an intimation of which having been given to
the sheriff, a proper guard was provided to carry’
the law into effectual execution. Capt. Goodere’s
wife and daughter, dressed in deep mourning, took:
a solemn leave of him on the day before his death.
He went in ,a mouming coach to the place of exe-.
cution, to which his accomplices wete conveyed in
_ acart. They suffered near the Hot-wells, Bris-
tol, the 2o0th of April, 1741, within view of thes
place, where the ship lay when the murder was'
committed., ' N
GOW, JOHN, (PIRATE,) whose assumed name
. was CAPTAIN SMITH, was a native of one of the:

Orkney Islands in the North of Septland, and hav-" h

ing becen instructed in maritime affairs, became so
expert therein, that he was appuinted mate of a.
ship, in which he sailed on a vayage to Santa Cruz.
When the vessel was ready to weigh anchor from:
this place, .the merchants who had shipped goods.
on board her came to pay a parting visit to the:
captain, and'to give him their final instractions.—:
On this occasion, the captain, agreeable to custom,

entertained his company under an awning on the
. . 212 - -quartere
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. quarter.deck ; and while they were regaling, some:
‘ of the sailors preferred a complaint of ill-treatment
they pretended to have received, particularly with
regard to short allowance. ~ The captain was irri-
tated at so vndeserved a charge, which seemed cal-
culated to prejudice him in the opinion of his em-
oyers ; but conscious of -the. uprightness of his
intentions, he did not reply in anger, but only said_
that thewe was a steward on board who had the care
of the provisions, and that all reasonable complaints
should be redressed ; on which the seamen retired
with apparent satisfaction. The wind being fair,
" the captain directed his men to weigh anchor as
soon as the merchants had quitted the vessel, It
was observed thatPaterson, one of the complainants,
was very dilatory in-exeéuting his orders, on which
the captain demanded why he did not exest himsélf
to unfurl the sails; to which he made no direct
anywer, but was heard to matter, ¢¢ As we eat, so
. shall we work,”™ The captain heard this, but todk
. no notice of it, as he was unwilling to proceed to
extremities. . The ship had no sooner sailed than
the .captain considered his situation as'dangerous,
on rcflecting that his conduct had been complained
of and his orders disobeyed. Hereupon he, consult-
ed the matey, and they dgreed to deposit a number
of small arms in the cabin, in order to defend them-
seives in case of an attack. This precaution might
have been extremely salutary, but that they spoke
" 50 loud a- to be overheard by two of the conspira-
tors, who were on the quarter deck. The captain-
likewise directed the mate to order Gow, who was
second mate and gunner, to clean the arms, a cir-
cuinstance that wust plainly insinuate to the latter
that the conspiraty was at least suspected. Those
who had overheard the conversation, between the
. . captain
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captain and mate, communicated the substance of -

- it to Gow und the other conspirators, who therd-
upon resolved to catry the plan into immediate exe-
eution. - Gow, who had previously intended to turn
pirate, thought the present an admirable opportu-
Dity, as there were several cliests'of money on bodrd
the ship ; therefore he proposed to his compa-
nions that they should-immediately embark jn the
enteiprize; and tliey- aceordingly determined to
wmurder the captain, ~and seize the ship. ~ Half the
vessel’s company were regularly called to prayersin
the great cabin, at eight o’clock in.the evening,
.while the other half were ‘doing duty on deck ;
and afrer service, those who had been in the cabin
went to rest in their hammocks. “The contrivange .
was to execufe the plot at this jumcture. Two of
the “conspirators only remained on duty ; the rest,
being among those whbd retired to their hammocks,
Between nine and ten at night a kind of watehi-
word was given, which was, < Whe fires first 2*
"On this some of the conspirators left their ham._
amocks, and going to the cabins of the surgeon,
chief mate, and supercargo, they cut their throats
while they were gleeping. The surgeon, finding
himself violently wounded, quitted his bed, and
soon aftérwards dropped on the floor and expired,
The mate and supercargo'held their hands to their
throats, and going on the quarter-deck, solicited a
momentary respite, ‘to recommend their souls to
heaven : but even this favour-was deniéd, for the
villains, who found their knives had failed to de-
stroy them, dispatched them with pistols. ~The
captain hearing a noise, demanded thé occasion of )
it. The boatswain replied, that he did not know, -

© but he was apprehensive that some of the-rfien ﬁﬁ/

. 213 - cither
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either fallen or been thrown overboard. The cap-

tain hereupon went to look over the ship’s side, on
-which two of the murderers followed, and tried to
throw him into the sta ; but he disengaged himself,

_.and turned about ta:take a view of them, when one

of . them cut his throat, but not so as to kill him ;
-hereupon he solicited mercy, but, instead of grant-
-ing it, the other stabbed him ip the back with a
.dagger, and would have repeated his blow, had he
.aot struck with such force that he could not draw
_back the weapon. At this instant, Gow, who had

" been assinting in the murders between the decks,

came on the quarter-deck, and fired a brace of
balls into the captain’s body, which put a period to
his life. Assoon as the dead bodies were thrown
overboard, Gow was unanimously appointed to the
command of ‘the ship. * Those of the sailors who
had not been engaged in the conspiracy, secreted
themselves; some in the shrouds, others under the
stores, in dreadful apprehension of sharing the fate

.-of the captain and their murdered companions.
"' Gow having assembled his ‘associates on the quar-

ter-deck, appointed them their different stations
_on board, and it was agrged to commence pirates.
The new captain now directed that the men who
had concealed themselves should he inforined that
-no danger would happen to them, if they did not
:interfere to oppose the new government of the
.ship, but keep such stations as were agsigned them.
The men, whese tertors had taught them to expect
imucdiate death, were glad to comply with these
terms ; but the pirates, toenforce obedience to their

~ orders,. appointed two men to attend, with drawn

_cutiasses, to terrify the others into submission. Gow
-and iiis companions now divided the most valuable
S . effects
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" effects in the ealﬁn’; and then otdqrfng liquor to be.

brought on-the quarter-deck, they consumed the
night in drinking, while those unconnected in the

‘conspiracy had the . care of working thé ship. The

crew originally consisted of twenty-four men, of

whom four had been murdered, and eight were con-

spirgtors ; and -before morning, four of the ather
men had approved of the proceedings of the pirates,
so that ' there were only eight remaining in opposi-
tion to the newly usurped authority. - On the fol-
lowing day, the new captain summaned these eight
men to attend him, and telling them he was deter-
mined to go oh a cruizing voyage, said, that they
should be well treated if they were dispased to act
in concert with the rest of the crew. He said, that
every man should fare in the same manner, and that
good brder and discipline were all that would be
required. He said farther, that the captain’s inhue
manity had produced the consequences which had
happened ; that those who had not been concerned in
the censpiracy had no reason to fear any ill conser
quences from it ; that they had only to discharge

- their duty as seamen, and every'man should be res

warded according to his merit. To this address
these unfortunate honest men made no kind of reply;
and Gow interpreted their silence into an assent to
measures which it was not in their power to appose.
After this declaration of the will of the new cap~
tain, they were permitted to range. the ship at their
pleasure, but assome of them appeared to act very

. 1eluctantly, a strict eye was kept on their conduct 3
for, as guilt is ever suspicious, these piiates wefe

greatly apprehensive of being brought to justice by
means of some of these men. Williams, who acted

.as lieutenant of the vessel, and who was distin~
guished by the ferocity of his nature, hat an oppor-

tunity



’

3638 cow,

tunity of exerting his cruelty, by beating these unr-
happy sailors 5 a - privilege-that*he did not fail fo
exert with a degree of severify-that rendered his very
name detestable.. :The ship' thus seized,had been
called the George galley, but the pirates gave her
the name of the Revenge, and having'mounted se=
veral guns; they steered towards Spain and Portu-
gal, in-expectation of making 2 eapture of wine, of
“which article they were greatly:in want. ‘They soon
made prize of an English vessel, laden with fish,
bound- from Newfoundland te €adiz; but having
no use for the cargo, theytook.out the captain and
four men who navigated the ship, which they sunk.
One of the seamen whom they toek out of the cap-
tured vessel was named John Belvin; a man ad-
mirably calculated for their purpese, as he was by °
nature truel, and by practice hardened in that cru-
clty, He said to Gow that he-was willing to enter
into all his schemes, for he had been accustomed to _
the practice of acts of barbarity. This man was -
thought a valuable-acquisition. to the crew, as seve-
ral of the others appeared to w.ct from motives of
fear rather than of inclination. The next vessel
taken by the pirates was a.Seotch ship, bound to
Italy with pickled’ herrings; but this cargo, like
the former, being of no use to them, they sunk the
vessel, having first taken out the men, arms, am-
munition, and stores. - After cruizing eight or ten
days, they saw a vessel about the size of their own,
to which they gave chase. She hoisted French co-
lors, and crowded all -her sail in order to get clear
of them ; and after a chase of threedays and nights, -
they lost the French vessel in & fog. Being dis-
tressed for water, they now steered towards the Ma.
deira islands, of which they came in.sight in two
. days; but nat thinking:it prudent to enter the hay-
: 6 : haw. \
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bour, they steered off and on for several days, in
expectation of making prize of some Portuguese.or,
Spanish vessel ; but their hopes were frustrated.
Their distress increasing, they stood in for the har-
bour, and brought the ship'to.an ancher, but ata
considerable distance from the shore. This being
‘done, they sent seven men, well armed, in a boat,
with instructions to board a ship, cut her cables,
and bring her off 5 but it ¢hey tailed in this, they
were to attempt to make prize of wine and water,
conveying them in the boats to the shi,s. Both these
schemes, however, were fiustrated, it being easily
kfown, from the distance they lay at, that they
were pirates.- When they had cruised. off. for some
days, they found themsclves in such distress, that it
became absoluicly necessary te seck immediace re- -
lieF; on which t ey sailed to Porta Santa, a Por- -
tuguese settlement at the distance of about tea
leagues. O theig arrival off this place, they sent-
their boat on shore, with a presenr of saimon and '
herrings for the governor, and the name of a port to
which they pretended to be bound. Tlhe persons
sent on shore were civilly treated by the-yoveruor,
who accompanied some of his friends on board the
ship. Goe and his associates received the governor
very politely, and entertained him and his company
in the most hospitable manner; but the boats be-
longing to the - pirates not coming on hoard with
some provisions they had expected, and the govern-
or und his attendants preparing to d-part, Gow and
his people threatened to take away their lives, unless
they instantly furnished them with what they re-
quired, The surprise of the Portuguese governor
and his friends on this occasion is not to be ex-
pressed.  They dreaded instant death, and with
every sign of extreme fear solicited that their lives

. might
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might be spared, Gow being peremptory in his
demands, the governor senta boat répestedly on
shere, till the pirates were furnished with such ar-
ticles as they wanted. This business being ended,
the Portuguese ‘were permitted to depart, and the
pirates determined to steer towards the” coast of
Spain, where they soon arrived, After’ cruizing a
few days off Cape St. Vincent, they fell in with an
English vessel, bound from the coast of Guinea to
America, with slaves, but had been obliged to put
into-the port of Lisbon: though it was of no use to
“them to capture such a vessel, they took it, and put-
ting on boaid the eaptain and men they had hereto-
fore taken, and taking out all the provisions and seme

" of the sails, theyleft the ship to proceed on her voyage.
" Falling in with a French ship laden with wine, oil,
and fruit, they took out the lading, and gave the
wessel to the Scoteh eapfain, in return for his ship
which. they bad sunk. The Scotchman was like-
wise presented with some valuable articles, and per-
Jmitted to take his' men to fail with him, all of
whom did so, except one, who continued with the
pirates through choice. The day previous to this
affair, they observed a French ship bearing down
towards them ; on which Gow ordeved s people
to lay to, but observing that the vessel mounted
two and thirty guns, and seemed proportionably
full of men, he assembled his people, and observed
to them that it would be madness in them to think
of engaging so superior a force. The crew in ge-
neral were of Gow's' opinion; but Williams, the
lieutenant, said that Gow was a coward, and un-
worthy to command the vessel. The fact was, that
Gow possessed somewhat of calm courage, whilp
Williame’s impetuosity was of the most brutal kind.
The latter, after” behaving in the most abusive
mannes
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siapner, demanded that the former should give
orders for fighting the vessel ; but Gow refusing to -
comply, the other presented a pistol to shoot him,
which only {ashed ip the pan. Thisbeing observed
by two of the pirates, named Winter and Paterson,
they both fired.at Williams, when one of them
wounded him in the arm, and the other in the belly.
He dropped as soon as the pieces were discharged,
and the other sgamen, thinking he was dead, were
" about to throw him overboard, when he suddenly
sprang on his fect, jumped into the hold, and swore
he would sct fire to the -powder-room ; and as his
pistol was yet loaded, there was every reason to
think he wauld actually bave done so, if he had
not been iustantly se¢ized, and his hands chained
behind him, in which condition he was put among
_the French prisoners, who were tegrified at the sight
of him, it having been a common practice wit
him to flog the poor prisoners by way of entertain-
ment. No engagement happened with the French
ship, which held on her way ; and two days after-
wards the pirates took a ship_belonging to Bristol,
which was laden with salt fish, and bound from
Newfoundland to Oporto. Having taken out the
provisions, and many of the stores, they compelled
two of the crew tosail with them, and then put the ~
French prisoners on board the newly captured ves-
sel, which was just on the point of sailing, when
they . began to reflect in what manner, Williams
should be disposed of. At length they determined
to put him on board the Bristoi ship, the com-
mander of which was desired to turn him over to
the first Engli-h man of war he should meet with,
that he might experience the justice due to bis
crimes; and in the mean time to keep him in the
strictest confinement. On the departure of the
: o : : Bristol
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Bristol ship, Gow and his crew began to reflect on
their situation. They were apprehensive, that as
soon as intelligence of their proceedings reached
Portugal, some ships wonld be sent in pursuit of .
them. Hereupon they formed a kind of council, in
which’every one gave his opinion; as dictated by
- the hope of profit, or by his fears. Some of them
advised going to the caast of Guinea, ethers to
North America, and others again to the West In-
dies; bit Gow proposed to sail to the isles of Ork-
ney, on the north of Scotland, where, he said,
they might dispose of the effects, and retire and
live on the produce. Teo induce his peeple to com-
ply with the proposal, Gow represented that they
were much in waat of water, and provisions of
every kind; that their danger would be great if
they cortinued longer on the high seas, and, above
all, that it was higﬁly necessary for them to repair
their hip, which they could not do with any degree
of safety in a couthern port. He likewise said, that
if any ships should be dispatched in quest of them;
they would not think ot seaiching for them in a
northern latitude, so that their voyage that way
would be safe; and if they would follow his direc-
tions, much “booty might be obtained by plundgr-
ing the houses of the gentlemen residing néar the
sea coast. The danger of alarming the country
was started as'an objection to these proposals ; but
Gow said that they should be able to dispatch all
their business, and »ail again, before such an event
could happen.  Apparently convinced by this rea-
soning, they steered northward, and entering a
bay of one of the Orkney Islands, Gow assembled
his crew, in order to instruct them to say that they
. were bound from Cadiz to Stockholm, but contrary
winds driving them past the Sound, till it was

: T filled
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filled with ice, they were under the necessity of
putting in to clean their ship, and that they would
. pay ready money for such articles as they stood in
Meed of. It happened that a smuggling vessel lay
at this time in the bay. It belonged to the Isle

of Man, and being laden with brandy and wine

from France, had ¢ome north aboug, to steer clear
of the custom-house cutters. In their present situ-
ation, Gow thought it prudent to exchange goods
with the commander of the vessel, though, in any
other, he would hardly have been so ceremonious.
A Swedish vessel entering the bay two days after-
wards, Gow likewise'exchanged some goods with the
captain. When the boat went ashore one evening,
a young fellow, who had been compelled to take
- part with the pirates, got away from the rest of the

oat’s crew, angd, after lying concealed some time -

at a farm-house, hited a person to shew him the
road to Kirkwall, the principal place on the islands,
and about twelye miles distant from the bay where
the ship lay at anchor. Here he applied to a ma-
istrate, said he had been forced into the service,
and begged that he might be entitled to the pro-
tection of the law, as the fear of death alone had
induced him to be connected with the pirates. Hav.
ing given a full account of all their irregular pro-
ceedings, the sheriff issued his. precepts to_the con~
stables and other peace ofticers to call in the aid of
the people, to assist iu bringing those villains to
justice.  About this\juncture, ten of Gow’s sailors,
who had likewise taken an ipvoluntary part with
' the pirates, seized the long-boat, and having made
the main-land of Scotland, coasted the country till
tley arrived at Edinburgh, where they were im-
prisoned on suspicion of being pirates.” Notwith:
) 2 K standing
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standing these alarming circumstances, Gow was
so careless of his own-safety, that he did not put
immediately to sea; but resolved to plunder the
houses of the gentlemen on the coast, to furnish
himself with fresh provisions. In pursdance of this
resolution, he sent his boatswain and ten armed
men to the house of Mr. Honeyman, high-sheriff
of the county; and the master being absent, the
servants opened the door without suspicion. Nine.
" of the gang went into the house to search for trea-
sure, while the tenth wasleft to guard the door.
" The sight of men' thus armed, occasioned wmuch
terror to Mrs. Honeyman and her danghter, who
shricked with drcadful apprehensions for their per-
sonal safety ; but the pirates, employed in the search
of . plunder, had no idea of molesting the ladies.
“Mrs. Honeyman running to the door, saw the man
who stood guard thert, of whom she asked the
meaning of the outrage; to which he calmly re-.
plied, thatthey were pirates, and had come hither
only fo'ransack the house, Recollecting that she
hac{ a_considerable quantity of gold in a bag, she
returned and put it in her lap, and ran by the man
at the door, who hxd no idea but that the wish tq
preserve her life occasioned her haste. The boat-
swain.finding,no money, declared that he would
" destroy the family, writings if cash was not pro.
duced ; but this being overheard by Miss Honey«
. man, she threw the writings put of the window,
and jumped out after them, (it being a low house)
escaped unhurt, and carried them off. In theinte
rim, the pirates seized the lingn, plate, and other
_ valuable articles, and thén walked in triumph ta
their boat, compelling one of the servants to play -
before them on the bagpipes. On the following .

day
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dsy they weighed anchor, but on the evening of
the same day came again to anchor near another ’
jland. Here the boatswain and some men were
sent on shore in search of plunder, but did not ob-
wain any. They then sailed to an island called
Calf Sound, with an intention of robbing the house
of Mr.Fea, who had been an old school-illow with
Gow, This house was the rather pitched upon, as
~Gow supposed that Mr. Fea could not have yet
heard of the transactions at Mr, Honeyman's; but -
in this he was mistaken; however, Mr. Fea, on
aecount of the then indisposition of his wife, was
il capable of opposing them. His house was situ-
@ted near the sea-shore : he had only six servants at
Rome when the pirates appeared off the coast, and
they were by no.means equal to a contest with the’
plunderers. It may not be improper to remark,
#hat the tide runs so high among the istands, and
PBeats with such force against the rocks, that the
mavigation is frequently attended with great danger.
Gow, who had not baats to assist him in an emer«
gency, and was unskilled in the navigation of those
seas; made a blunder in turning 'into the bay of
€alf Sound ; for, standing too near the point of a
small island called the Calf, the vessel was in the
utmost danger of being run on shore. This little
island was merely a pasture for sheep'belonging to
Mr. Fea, who had at that time six hundred feeding
en:it. Gow having cast his anchor too near the
-shore, so that the wind could not bring him off,
sent a boat with a letter to Mr. Fea, requesting.
shat he would lend him ‘another boat, to assist him
- heaving off the ship, by ca rying out an arichor,
and assuring him that he would not do the least
injury to any individual. As Gow'smessenger dlct
. 2 K2 no
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not see Mr. Fea's.boat, the latter 'gave him an eva.
sive answer, and, on the approach of night, oidered

* his servants to sink his own boat, and hide the sails

and rigging. While they wcre obeying this order,
five of Gow’s men came on shore'in the boat, and
proceeded, doubly armed, towards Fea's house.
Hereupon the latter advanced towards them with aa
assurance of friendship, and begged that they, would

- not enter the house; for that his wife was «xceed-

ing ill, that the idea of their approach had greatly
alarmed her, and that the sight of them might pro-
bably deprive her of life. %ﬁhe boatswain replied,
that they had nd design to terrify Mrs Fea, or any
other person, but that the: most rigorous treatment
must be expected, if the use of the boat was denied
them. Mr Fea represented how dangerous it

, would be for him to assist them, on account of the

reports circulated to their discredit ; - but he offered
to entertain them at an adjacent al.house, and
they accepted the invitation, as they observed that
he had no company. While they were drinking,
Mr. Fea ordered his servants to destroy their
boat, and when they had done so, to call him,
bhastily out.of company, and inform him of it.—
These orders were exactly complied with ; and
when he had left the pirates, he directed six men,
well armed, to station themselves bchind a hedge,
and if they observed him come alone with the boat-
swain, instantly to seize him; but.if he came with
all the five desperadoes, he would walk forward, so
as to give them an opportunity of . firing without
wounding himself. ~ After, giving these orders,
Fea returned to the company, whom he invited to
his house, on the promise of their behaving peace-
ably, and s3id he would make them heartily wel-

! o v come.
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eome. They-all expressed a readiness to attend
_him, in'the hope.of getting thie boat ; but he told
them he would rather have the boatswain’s company

\ only, and would afterwards send for his compa-

nions. This being agreed to, the boatswain set -
formard with two brace of pistols, and walking with
Mr. Fea till they came to the hedge where his mea
were concealed, he then seized him by. the collar,
while the others took him into custody, before he
had time to make any defence. The boatswain
called aloud for his men; but Mr. Fea, forcing a
handkerchief into his mouth, bound him hand and
foot, and then left one of his own people to guard
him, while himself and.the rest went back to the
ublic-house. There being two doors to the house,
they went some to the one, and some to the other,
and rushing in at once, they made prisoners of the

" eother four men, before they had time to have re-

course to their arms fordefence. The five pirates
being thus in- custody, weré sent to an adjacent
- .village, and scparately confined ; in the interim,
Mr. Fea gent messengers round the island, to ac-
quaint the inhabitants with what had been done ; ~
desiring them to haul their boats on the beach, that .
the pirates should not swim to and steal them;
andrequesting that no person would venture to row
within reach of the pirates’ guns. On the follow-
ing day the wind shifted to the north.west, and
, blew hard, on which the pirates conceived hopes of
* getting out to sea ; but the persgn employed to cut
the cable missing some of his strokes, the ship’s way .
‘was checked ; she tursed round, and the cable part-
ing, the vessel wasdriven on Cglf Island. Reduced
to this dilemina, without even a boat to assist in
getting off ¢he ship,- Gow hung out a white flag, as
: 2K3 . an
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an intimation that he was willing te treat on friend-
ly terms; but Mr. Fea, having now little doubt of
securing the pirates, wrote to Gow, and totd hinv he
had been compelled to make prisoners of "his meny
on account of their insolent hehaviour.. He like-

.wise told him that the whole country was alarmed,

and that the most probable chance of securing his
own life, would be by surrendering, and becoming
an evidence against his accomplices. .. Four armed
men in an open boat carried this letter to Gow, who

* sent for answer that he would give goods to the

value of a thousand pounds to be assisted in-his
escape ; bat if this should be refused, he would set
fire to the ship rather thah become a prisoner. He
even said, that he would trust to the mercy of the
waves, if Mr. Fea would indulge him with a boat.
-On reading this letter, Mr. Fea determined to per-
suade him to submit, ‘and therefore took four men

' well armed, in"a boat, and rowed towards the ship 3

but he previod-ly placed a man with a flag in bis

- hand, ab the top of his house, to make such signals

“to any arti

as might be ﬁprop,er to prevent his falling a sacrifice

ce of the pirates.. The instructions
given to the servant were, that he would wave the
flag once if he saw one of the pirates swim towards
the shore ; but if he beheld four or more of them
he should wave it constantly till his master got out
‘of danger. Mr. Fea, rowing forwards, spoke
through a trumpet, asking Gow-to come on shore,
and talk with him, which the 1atter said he would.
Hereupon Fea lay to, in waiting for him ; but at
this juncture he saw a man swimming {rom the
ship, with a white flag in his hand, on wiich the
mafi on the house waved his flag; but soon after-
wards he was observed to wave it continuaily, on -

which, .
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which Mr. Fea's boat retited, and those in her pre-
+ sently saw fire more of the pirates swimming to-
wwards them; but they returned to.the ship as soon
as they saw the others were aware of the artifice.
The first pirate, who.carried the white flag, now
retired to a corner of the,island, and calling to Mr.
Fea, told him that-¢¢ the captain had sent him a
bottle of brandy.”” Fea replied, that he hoped to
see Gow hanged, and that be was inclined to shoot.
the messeuger for his insolence ; on which the fel-
Jow decamped with great precipitation. Soon after
this Gow wrote a most humble letter to Mrs. Fea,
imploring her interference in‘his behalf ; and though
she had determined not to interest herself in his fa-
vour, yct he resolved to go on shore ; and taking a
white flag in his hand, he made signals for a parley;
an which Mr. Fea sent some armed men to scize
him living or dead. On their meeting, Gow insist-
ed that one of the men should be left as a hostage §
and this circumstance being seen by Mr. Fea, from
* the windows of his house, he sailed over to the
island, where he reprimanded his people for deliver-
ing the hostage ; and likewise told Gow that he was
bis prisoner. Gow replied, that could not be,
since a hostage had been delivered for him. To
this Mr. Fea replicd, that he had issued no orders
for delivering the hostage, and that the man who
had foolishly engaged himself assuch, must submit
to the consequence: but he advised Gow, for his .
own sake, to make signals, that the man might ob-
tain hisliherty. This Gow refused to do; but Fea
made signals which deceived the pirates, two of
whom came on shore with the man, and were
instantly taken into custody. Gow was now dis-
_armed of Ris sword, and made priseqcr, after beg-
L N ging
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ro .
ging to be shot with his sword in his possessiom
‘Fhe leader of the gang being thus secured, Mr. Fea
had recourse to stratagem to, get all the rest inte
his power. He now Compelled Gow to amake
signals for some of the men to come on shose,
which they readily did, ‘and were apprehended by -
men concealed to take them as they arrived. Fea
now insinuated fo'Gow that he would let him have
2 boat .to escape, if he would.send. for his carpenter
to repair it, and to bring with -him two or three
hands to assisthim: Gow complied, the men came
off, and were severally seized ; but as there wese
other people still on board, Mr. Fea had recourse to
the following contrivance to get them iato his pos»
session,  He directed his own servants to provide
hammers, nails, &e. and make a pretence of re-
pairing the boat; and, while this was doing, told
Gow to send for his men, since he must have pose
session of the ship before he would deliver up the

. boat. The pirates, on receiving their late captaia’s
~orders to come on shore, were very doubtful how to-

act, but after a short debate, and having no officers
to command them, they shared what money they
possessed, -and comiog on shore; were all takea
into custody.  Thus, by an equal exertion of
courage and artifice, Mr. Fea secured these danger
ous nen, twenty-eight in nunber, without a single
man being killed or wounded ; and only with the
aid of a few countrymen, a force apparently very
insufficient to the accomplishment of such a busi
pess. When all the prisoneis were properly secured
M. Fea sent an express to Edinburgh, requesting
that proper persons might be sent to conduct them
to that city. As soon as his express arrived, am
ether was forwarded ta London, to leain the Royal

. ' pleasure
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pleasure respecting the disposal of the pirates ; and
- the answer brought was,. that the Lord Justice
- Clerk should immediately send them to London, in
order to their being tricd by a court of admiralty;
to be held for that purpose. When' these orders
yeached Edinburgh, a guard of soldiers marched to
fetch them to that city’; and, on their arrival they
were put on board the Gieyhound frigate, which
3mmediately sailed for the Thames. On their ar-
zival in the river, a detachment of the guards from
the tower attended theéir Janding, and conducted
them to the Marshalsea prison, where they once
more saw Lieutenant Williams, who had beer con-
weyed to England by the man of war which received
bim from the Bristol captain at Lisbon. This
Williams, though certain of .coming to an ignomi-
mious end, took a malignant pleasute in seeing his
‘companions in like circumstances of calamity. ‘A
commissdn was now made out for their trial ; and
,soon after their commitment they underwent sepa-
‘sate examinations before the Judges of the admi-
walty court in Doctors’ Commons, when five of
them, who appearcd to be less guilty than the rest,
were admitted evidences -against their accomplices.
‘The behaviour ot Gow, from his first commitment,
was rescrved and morose. He considered himself
as an assured victim to the justice of the laws, nor
entertained-any hope of being admitted an evidence,
as Mr.Fea had hinted. Being removed from the
Marshalsea to Newgate, their trials came on at,
the Old Bailey. Gow, at first, refused to plead, in
consequence of which he wassentenced to be press-
ed to death in'the usual manner. His reason for
this refusal was, that he had an estate which he
" wished might descend to a relation, and which wguld
. . . ‘ : ave
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have been the case had he died under the pressures
but when the proper officers were about to inflict .
this punishment, he begged to be taken again to
the bar t© plead, of which the judge being inform»
ed, humauely granted his request; and the conses
quence was, that he, Williams, and six others, were
convicted, and rectived sentence of death: the rest
were acquitted, as it-appeared that they had acted
by compulsion. While under sentence of death,
Gow was visited by some Presbyterian miaistersy
who laboured to convince him of the atrociousses
of his crime, but he seemed deaf to all theix admor
nitions and exhortations. Williams was equally, i
not morey hardengd. He scemned insensible to the
hope of happiness, or the fear of torment, in a fas
ture state. He boasted, to those who visited him,
of his constantly advising Gow *¢ to tie- the pfi-
* soners back to back, and throw shem into the sea,™
to prevent theis giving evidence agaimst theon
Gow, Williams, and the six accomaplices, suffered
at Execution Dock, August 11, 1729. Gow’s
- friends, anxious to put him out of pain, pulled Lis
legs so forcibly that the rope broke, and-he dropr
ped down, on which he was again taken up to the
gibbet, and when be was dead, was hung in chaias
on the banks of the Thames. '
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HARPHAM, Rr. (coiNER) carried on the busi-
pess of acarpenter for 2 considera le time in Weste
minster, with bome success ; but atlength becamea
bankrupt 5 when, having cngaged the assistance of
one Fordham, he hired a house neap St. Paul’s
Churchyard, and pretending to be a buttoh-maker,
be put up-an iron press, with which he used to coin
fmoney, and Fordham, having aided-him in the
eoinage, put off the counterfeit money thus made,
From hence they removed to Rosemary-lane, and
there carried on this trade for some time, till the
meighbors observing that great quantities of char-
coal’ were brought i, and the utmost precaution
taken to keep the door shut, began to form very.
unfavorable suspicions; ‘on which Harpham took
a cellar in Paradise-row, near Hanover-square, fo
which the implements were removed. While in this
sitvation, Harpham invited a gentleman to dine
witk him, and-was impudent enough to take him
into his workshop, and shew him his tools. . The
gentleman wondering for what purpose they could
be intended, Harpham said, ¢¢ in this press I can
. make buttons ; but I will shew you something else
that is a greater rarity.” He then struck a piece of
metal, which instantly’ bore the resemblance of a
half-guinea,; except the milling on the edge, but
another: instrument being applied to it, the half-
guinea was completed. These coinersnow removed
_ t0 Jermyn-street, St. James's, where Harpham took
am empty cellar, dnd, on the old pretence of button
- making, gave orders to a bricklayer to putup a
grate. The bricklayer remarking what a quantity
of coals the grate would cunsume, the ottier said 1t .
was so much the better, for it was calculated to dress
victuals, either by baking, stewing, toasting, or
boiling. Harpham kept the key of this cellar, per-
] . o * mitting
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miittng no one to enter but. Fordham ; and onee i
three we. k+ he had a quantity of charcoal and eea-
coal put in through the window. The landiord of
the place suspecting some illegl proceeding, desired
his neighbours to watch the parties; in consequence
of which, Harpham was soon discovered in the at- -
tempt to put off counterfeit money ; on which, he
and his assistant were apprehended and. commitred
to Newgate, and Furdham being admitted an evi-
dence, the other was convicted, and received sen-
tence of death. His behaviour after commitment
was unusually scrious. He procured religious bocks,
and exercised himself in the offices of devotion ina
very eafnest manuer. He likewise resolved to eat no
_ more food than should be absolutely necessary for
the support of pature; and in this he persevered
from the time of his conviction to the day of his
death. He desired a person to awake him at three
o’elock in the morning, and continued nis devotions
till midnight. While he was thus properly em-
ployed, a person hinted to him that he might enter-
tain some hope »f a reprieve ; but he said he did
not regard a reprieve on his own account, for that
slavery in a foreign country was as much to be
dreaded as death. Some questions being asked him
respecting any accomplices he might have, he de-
cliaed ¢harging any particular person with a crime,
but gave the ordinary of Newgate a list of the names
of some _people whom he desired him to send to, re-
questing that they would reform the errors of their
"~ ways. The sacrament was administered to hiib in
private, on the day before hisexecution, at his own
request, as he said he could not attend the duties of
seligion while exposed to the observation of a curi-
ous multitude. He suffered at Tyburn, on the 24th

of May, 1725.
__ HARRISON,
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HARRISON, JOHN, (FORGERY) was brought
up in a merchant’s counting-house, and soon after
the expiration of hisapprenticeship, he began busi-
ness on his own account, and had a lime and a coal
wharf at' Limehouse, where he carried on an exten-
sive trade ; byt failing in that business, h¢ engaged
bimself as clerk to Mr. Smeeton, previous to.that
fentleman's undertaking to construct the Eddystone
ight-house, and he was entrusted with the care and
njanagement of all the money employed in that im-

ortant work: His conduct under M1. Smeeton was

in every respect unexceptionable, and through the

interest of that gentleman, and other respectable
characters, he became accumgtant to the London
Assurance corporation ; and it was his peculiar
misfortune to be acquainted with a, Mr. Angus
Mackey, a merchant in the city, in an extensive
way of trade, who, by urgent solicitations, pre-
vailed upon the unsuspecting and good-natured man
to lend him several sums belonging to the company,
solemnly promising to return the money before he
would ‘have occasion to make up his accounts.
When the time appointed for the first payment ar-
rived, instead of returning swhat Re had already got
into his possession, Mackey urged Harrison for a
further supply, assuring him that he was in daily
expectation of remittances,. on the receipt of which
he would return the whole sum that Harrison was
deficient in his account with the company ; adding
that, if he met with a refusal he must ingvitably
stop payment, which would necessarily occasion an

-

exposure of Harrison’sviolation of the trust reposed

in him by the company. In this manner was the
unfortunate man amused for several months, during
which time he supplied Mackey with different sums,
amounting in the whole to 7550l and, to prevent

: 2L . © detectiony

| o
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‘detection, he inserted figates in the book containing
the account between the bank of England and
the London ‘Assurance Company, so (hat the
~bank appeared to be debror for seven thousand five
hundred and fifty pounds more than had been paid,
there. He sent a clerk with 210l. to the bank ; and
when th: book was returned to him, he put a figure
of 3 before the 2, which made the sum appear
3oool. more than was really paid ; and similar alte-
rations were made in other parts of the book. A
committce of that company being appointed to
raeet on Wednesday the gth of July, 1777, Mr.
Harrison mentioned the circumstance to Mackey,
and told him that he must be utterly ruined unless
the deficiency in the company’s cash was made
good before that day; but, notwithstanding the
“life and reputation of his generous, but imprudent
friecnd, were at stake, he meglected to return the
moncy. About eleven in the forenoon of the day
on which the committee was to be held, Harrison
placed several account-books on the table of the
committee-room, and had some conversation with
.Alexander Aubert, E:q. the Deputy-governor.
‘When the committee was about to be opened, Har-
rison absconded; and, in about ten minutes after,
the following letter was reccived by Mr. George
Hall, secietary to the company ; :

¢ Dear Sir, - ,

¢¢ I am distressed beyond expression, having fors
feited every thing that is dear to me, by an act of
kindness to a friend who has deceived me : inclosed
is-a state of my account with the company, which
tortures my very soul to think of jt. I know the
eompany will not forgive me, therefore don’t care

" what becomes of me, as I dare not see them any
' . more,

.
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IIOI’e.\ God Ah,ﬁghty knows what will become-of -

.- me, or where I shall fly for'succour : indeed, Mr,
Hall, T am one ot the inost miserahle wretches live
ing,” but I have betraycd bv trust, for which I
never can forgive myself. When 1 parted with
the money, it was but for a tew days, or I would
sopner have died than have parted with it; but,
alas! I shall now severcly pay for suffering myself
to be drawn in to serve a friend, who knew it was
not my own, and saw the distress of mind it cost me
when I sid it. Please to present my humble duty
to the gentiemen ; tell them I can meet any death
after this, sooner than I can see them again, and

am determined not to survive the shame: I am,

dear Sir, a lost, unhappy being ;-I am so bewil~
dered, that I scarce knaw what I am doing, but
believe the enclosed account is not right, as I don’t
recollect that I am any way short of cash; but in
truth I am not myselz :

*”»

: J.- K. .
When Harrison absconded, he left upwards of

one thousand nine hundred pounds in his desk,and
among his papers weie found ‘securities on behalf
of the company to a great amount, besides a bond

iven to him by Mackey, for seven thousand five

undred and fifty pounds. Notice being given at
the office that Harrison was at a friend’s house at
Wapping, Mr. Aubert went there in the evening,

and found him in a state of mind little short of dis- .

traction. Mackey’s bond was produced by Mr.
Aubert, and Harrison assigned it over to him as a
security on behalf of the company. He accompa-
nied Mr. Aubert to the office, where two persons
were ardered to attend him, and prevent his putting
an end to his life, which there was sufficient reason

3Lz to
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to suppose he would artempt : and the next morns
ing he was taken before. Sir John Fielding, who
committed him to Tothill-fietds bridewell. He was
re-cxamihed the following Wednesday, and com-
mitted to Newgate in preparation for his trial,
which came on at the Old Bailey in September
sessions, 1777 : the indictment consisted of twenty-
_four counts, on twelve of which the ‘jury pro-
-nounced him guilty. The prisoner’s counsel ob-
jected to judgment being passed, on account of a
‘supposed inaccuracy in the indictment, and the mat~
ter was left to be argued by the judges. Having

- remained in Newgate some months aiter his trial,

Mr. Harrison petitigned for the judges to meet ard
that he might be heard by counsel. He wasad-
vised by an illustrious personage to wave the plea -
on which his petition was founded, and in conse-
quence thereof. the petition wag immediately witha
drawn. In a few Jays a messenger came to New-
gate, and delivered Mr. Harrison the agreeable
news that his Majesty had been graciously pleased
to grant him an unconditiondl pardon ;e and the
‘same evening an order was delivered to Mr. Aker-
man for his immediate enlargement. Harrison had
been accomptaut to the London Assurance Com-
pany nineteen years and a half, when it was dis-
govered that he had betrayed the confidence re-
posed in him ;-and till that period his character was
without a blemish, and he was held in the highest
esteein by all his acquaintance. ’

- * In consequence of a note, which the reader wil
find Ly reverting to the case of Dr. Dodd, we have
thought proper to inse1t the present case.

L EpiTor.

s
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HARTLEY, JOHN, (MURBERER,) was a
private in the third regiment of guards, who was
tried for the wilful murder of Qeorge Scott, ano-
ther soldier. Henry Kendtick, also a soldies, swore
that he, the deceased, and another, of the name of
Rudkin, with Davis, a higler, were together at
the Black Lion at Bayswater, on the 29thof Ja-
nuary, 1800, in the afternoon; that about six
o’clock, the prisoner, and his brother-in-law James
- Bull, came in; they had some ale, and at near-cight
o'clock Bull went away. The prisoner then wished
_to’ join their company, and wanted to drink with
them, but to this the witness objected, telling him
he had better keep his own company : the:deceased
then interfered in his favour, answering, that they
were all soldiers, and that his pot was as good as
another’s. ‘The prisoner then joined them. They
remained till they had four pots together, when
Rudkin considering it ‘was time to return to his
barracks, they paid the reckoning, agrecing at the
same time to have a parting pot. This the witness
fetched, and observed, that as it was only pence a
piece, it had better be paid for at once, for short
reckonings made long friends, The prisoner imme-
diately said, ¢¢ I'll sce you d—d before I'll give you
a penny.” ¢ Nay, (returned the witness,) there is
no occasion to see one d—~d, but you ought to pay
if you drink among us.”” On thisthe deceased start-
ed up and said, that as he had been the cause of in-
troducing the prisoner into their company, sooner
. than there should be any words, he would pay the
penny for him, as soon as he came back from the
door, to which he wanted to go ; and then approach-
ing the door, the prisoner thrust his sword into him,
and which the witnesssaw him draw out of the belly
of the deceased, who cried out, ¢ I'm a dead man.™
- aLs - . The
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The deceased then stept back, fell, and’expired in
about a quarter of an hour. The prisoner then hold-
ing up his sword, the witness struck him over the
arm, took the sword away, and broke it. The
prisoner then, attempted to escape ; but' Davis and
Rudkin struck him several bjows over the face, and

‘then secured him. The witness accompanied the
* constable to town, when he had the prisoner in cus-

tody, the latter of whom said to him as they went
along, ¢ Don’t hurt me; there is no_occasion for
you to tell all you know." The whele of this story
was confirmed by Rudkin and Davis, and they -all
three positively affirmed that ng one struck the pri-
soner, until after he had given the fatal wound §
that none of them played at domino along with the

risoner, nor had they any spirits.to drink. The
andlord confirmed the latter part of their testimo-

ny, and added, that he had heard neither high

words nor scuffle, but that they appeared, as far as
he saw, to be very good company, until the fatal

| circpmstance took place, on which he went intdthe

room, and the man was lying on the floor. «The
surgeon who had examined the body, described it as
having received a wound in the belly, about two

iinches from the navel, which appeared: to him to

have been made by a kind of’ dagger, and which
wound was most certainly the cause of his death.
The prisoner, in his defence, gave an account of
his going to the above house ; and then said that as
soon as his brother was gone, the deceased challeng-
ed him to play at domino for half a gallon of beer;
that tiev did so, and he, the prisoner, lost the
game; that he then went to'sleep, and they awak-
ened him, for the purpose of making him pay fpart
of six pots of beer; that they then tossed up for a

- shilling’s worth of gin, which was brought in, and

being
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being drank, he laid his head down upon the table;
he was awakened the second time, and asked for a
penny towards another pot of beer, which he refus-
ed to. give, the deceased, struck him several times
on the face, and gave him two black eyes. - He
threatened,- if he was struck again, he would cut
him down with his sword : Kendrick:asked what
he said : he repeated it, when they beat him over
the face until the blood game out of his mouth,
and in that state he had made use of his sword.
—Three witnesses were called to shew Rudkin had
given a different account of the transaction, and to
fix the idea of his being actuated by malice, from

his having said, ¢¢ The prisoner is a big villain, he

haskilled my comrade, I'll never forgive him, but
would go an hundred miles to see him hanged.”’—
The colonel of the third regiment of foot-guards,

the serjeant of-the company to which he belonged,
'and at Jeast a dozen respectable witnesses, appeared
in.the prisoner’s behalf, all of whom spoke of him,
as a quiet humane young man. Baron Hotham,
who tried the cause, then called the several witnes-
ses again, consisting of the constable and the com-
pany who were present, but they were all clear and
consistent in their testimony, and agreed, that the
beating-was after the murder. The jury went out

‘of court, and after a consultation of near half an
hour, returned a verdict—Guilty.  Having re-
ceived sentence of death, he suffered the ensuing
Monday, February 24. He conducted himself ‘with

great fortitude, bowing repeatedly to his comrades,

who attended in great numbers. Previous to his
being turned off, he requested that his infant child

might be brought to him, at sight of which he

scemed much agitated, and kissed it with g;ea;_af-

‘ cction,

v
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fection. Two females who were in the crowd faint-
ed, and were with difficulty conveyed away.
HATFIELD, JOHN, (FoRGERY.) known
by the appellation of the Keswick IMPOSTOR,
was born.in the year 1759, at Mortram, in Long-
dale, Cheshite, of low descent, but possessing
great natural abilities. After some domestic de-
predations, he quitted his family, and was em-
ployed in the capacity of a rider to" a linen-drapet
3n the north of England. . In the course of this
service he became acquainted with ayoung woman,
who was nursed and resided at a farmer's house in
the neighbourhood of hisemployer. She had been,
in her carlier life, taught to consider the people
with whom she lived as her parents, Remote from
the. gaities and follies of what 1s so idly denomi- .
mated polished life, she was unacquainted with the
allurements. of fashion, and considered her dotnes-
tic duties as the only object of her consideration.
When this deserving girl had arrived at a certain
age, the honest farmer explained to her the secres
of her birth. He told her that, notwithstanding
she bhad always considered him as her parent, he
was, in fact, only her poor guardian, and that she
was the natural daughter of Lord Robert Man-
ners, who intended to give her one thousand
pounds, provided she inarried with his approba-
tion. This discovery soon reached the ears of
Hatfield.© He immediately paid his 1espects at the
farmer’s, and having represented himselt as a young
man of considerable expectations in the wholesale
linen business, his visits were not discountenanced.
The farmer, however, thought it incumbent on
him to acquaint his lordship with a proposal made
to him by Hatfield; that he would marry the young'
L0 . . wolnan,
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woman, if her relations were satisfied with their
union, ¢ but on'no other terms.”  This had so
much the appearance of an honourable and pru-
dent intention; that his lordship, on be¢ing made
acquainted with the circumstance, ‘desired to see
the lover. He accordingly paid his respects to the
voble and unsuspecting parent, whe, conceivin

the yonng man to be what he represented himself,
gave his consent at the first interview, and, the

day after the marriage took place, presented the .

bridegroom with a draft on his banker for 1500l.
. This transaction took place about the year 1771 or
31772. Shortly after the receipt of his lprdship’s
bounty, Hatfield set off for London, hired a small
phaeton, was perpetually at the coffce-houses in
Covent-Garden, described himself to whatever
company he chanced to meet as a near relation of
the Rutland family, would frequently purchase a
haunch of venison, invite his coffee-house acquaint-
ances to dine with him, and entertain them with a
flowing description of his park in Yoskshire, and
the flavor of the venifon it produced, a specimen -
of which he had given them. These idle and ro-
mantic tales passed current for a few weeks, when
some of his new acquaintance began to find him
out, and frequently jeered him on his being an
adept in what they styled ¢ poetical prose, or the
beauties of imagination.”> Hatfield, however, was
insensible to all these rebukes, and continued to
retail his preposterous fabrications with such an air
of confidence, that he became generally known
throughout Covent-Garden by the name of ¢ Ly-
ing Hatfield.”” The marriage-portion being near-
ly exhausted, he retreated from London, and was
* scarcely heatd of until about the year 1782, when
he ugain visited the metropolis, and was shofrtly
after-
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afterwards arrested, and committed to the King's
Bench prison, for a debt, #mounting to the sum of
. 260l, Several ynfortunate gentlemen, then con-
fined in the same place, had been of his parties
when he flourished in Covelt-Garden, aud per-
ceiving him. in great poverty, frequently invited
bim to dinner ; yet, such was the unaccountable’
disposition of this man, that, notwithstanding he
knew there were peaple present who were tho-
roughly acquainted with his character, still-he
would continue to d¢scribe his' Yorkshire park, his
estate in Rutlandshire, settled upon his wife, and
generally wind up the whole with observing how
vexatious it was to be confiued at the suit of a
¢¢ paltry tradesman,”® for so iasignificant a sum,
at the very moment when he had thirty men em- |
ployed in ¢ cutting a piece of water™ near the fa-
mily mansion in Yorkshire. At the time Hatfield .
became a prisoner in the- King's Bench, the Jate
unfortunate Valentine Morris, formerly governor
of the Island of St. Vincent, was confined in the
same place. This gentleman was frequently visited
by a clergyman of the mest benevolent and humane
disposition. -Hatfield soon directed: his attention
to_this good inan, and one day earnestly invited
hior to attend him to his chamber. After some
preliminary apologies, he implored the worthy pas-
tor never to disclexe what he was going to commu-
nicate. The divine assured him the whole should
‘remain in his bosom. ¢ Then,” said Hatfleld,
4¢ you see before you a man neaily allied to the
house of Rutland, and possessed of estates (here
followed the oid story of the Yorkshire park, the
Rutlandshire property, &c. &c.); yet, notwith- .
stauding all this wealth, (continued he) I am de-
tained in this wretched place for the insignificant
. sum
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sum of 166l. But the truth is, Sir, T would not
have my situation known to any man in the world
but my worthy relative his Grace of Ratland.—
{ Thie father of the present duke was then living.)
Indeed, I would rather remain a captive for ever.
But, Sir, if you would have the goodness to pay
your respects to this worthy nobleman, and frankly
describe how matters are, he will at once send ine
the money by you, and this mighty business will
not only be instantly settled, but I spall have the
satisfaction of introducing you to a connection
which may be attended with happy consequences.” -
The honest clergyman readily undertook the com-
mission, paid kis respects to the duke, and pathe-
tically described the unfortunate situation of his
amiable relative, His Grace of Rutland not recol-
Jecting at the moment such a name as Hatfield,
expressed his astonishment at the application.— .
This reduced the worthy divine to a very awkward
sityation, aod hie faltered in his speech when he
began making on apology, which the duke per-
ceiving, he very kindly observed, that he believed
the whole was some idle tale of an impostor, fop
that he never knew any person of the name mentic
oned, although he had some faigt recollection of
hearing Lord Robert, his relation, say that he had
marricd a natural daughter of his to a tradesman
in the north’ of England, and whose name he be-
lieved was Hatfield. The reverend missionary was
so confounded, that he immediately retired, and
proceeded to the prison, where he gave the unhap-
py gentleman, in the presence ofg Mr. Morris, 2
most severe lecture 5 but the appearance of this ves
nerable man as his friend, had the effect which
Hatfield expected ; for the duke sent to enquire if

he were the man that married the natural daughter
D -

]
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of Lord Robert Manners, and being satisfied as to
the fact, dispatched a messenger with 200!l. and
had him released. In the year 1784 or 1785, his
Grace of Rutland was appointed lord lieutenant of
Ireland, and, shortly after his arrival in Dublin,
Hatfield made his appearance in that city. He
immediately on his randing engaged a suite of

apartments at a hotel in College-green, and repre-

sented himself as nearly allied to the viceroy, but
that he could not appear at the castle until his
horses, seryants, and carriages, werearrived, which
he ordered, before his leaving England, to be ship-
ped at Liverpool. The easy and familiar manner
in which he addressed the master of the hotel, per-
fectly satisfied him that he had a man of conse-
quence in his house, and matters were arranged ac-
cordingly. This being adjusted, Hatfield soon

* found his way to Lucas’s coffec-house, a place .

which people of a certain rank generally frequent,
and, it being a new scene, the Yorkshire paik, the
Rutlandshire estate, and the connections with the
. Rutland family, stood their ground very well for
about a month.” At the expiration of this time,
the bill at the hotel amounted to upwards of 6ol.
The landlord became in:poitunate, and after ex-

ressing his astonishment at the ncn-arrival of Mr,
g’latﬁcld's domestics, &c. requested he might be

ermitted to send in his bill.  This did not in the
}:ast confuse Hatfield; he immediately told the
master of the hatel, that very fortunatelv his agent,
who received the rents of his estates in the north of
England, was then in Ireland, and held a public
employment ; he lamented that hi: agent was not
then in Dublin; but he had the pleasure to know
his stay in the country would not exceed three days.
This satisfied the landlord; and, at the expiration
. / s o"
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of the three days, he called upon the gentleman,
whose name Hatfield hdd given him, am% presented
thie account. Here followed another scene of conr
fusion and surprise. The supposed agent of the

orkshire estate very frankly told the man, whe
delivered the bill, that he had no other knowledge
of the person who sent him, than what common
report furnished him with, that his general cha-
racter in London was that of a romantic simpleton,
whose plausibilities had imposed on several people,
and plunged himself into repeated difficulties.—
The landlord retired, highly thankful for the in-
formation, and immediatcly arrested his guest, who
was lodged in the prison of the Marshalsea. Hat-
field had scarcely scated himself in his new lodg-
ings, when he visited the gaoler’s wife in her apare-
ment, and, in a whisper, requested of her not to
tell any person that.she had in ber custody a near
relation of the then Viceroy, The woman, asto-
nished at the discovery, immediately shewed him
into the best apartment in the prison, had a table
provided, and she, her husband,, and Hatfield,
constantly dined together for nearly three weeks,
in the utmost harmony and good humour. Dur-
ing this time he had petitioned the duke for an~
other supply, who, appreheusive that Hatficld
might continue his impositions in Dublin, releas~
ed him, on condition of his immediately quitting
Ireland; and his grace sent a servant, who con-
ducted him on board the packet tkat sailed the
next tide for Holyhead. A few years after his ar-
rival on this side the water, he was arrested tor & .
debt contracted in the north of England, and rev
mained in prison for eight years, when he was libe«
trated’ by a lady, who also gave him her hand ia

VOL. 1, A M mare
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amarriage. Some time after he was liberated, he
had the good fortune to connect himself with ‘some
sespectable tradesmen in Devonshire, where he
might have lived happily, secluded from those who
formerly knew him, and acquired an honest inde-
pendence ; but -deception was so rooted in his
pature, that he could never shake it of. He was
soon detected in fraudulent practices; and, in or-
der to bring his villainies to light, declared a hank‘-‘
rupt—leaving bebind his wite, late Miss Nation,
and two infant children, at Tiverton. He visited
other places; and at length, -in}uly 1802, arrived
at the Queen’s Head, in Keswick, in a carriage,
but without any servant, where he assumed the
name of the Honourable Alexander Augustus
Hope, brother of the Earl of Hopetoun, and
-member for Linlithgow. Unforcunately some evil
genius directed his steps to the once happy cottage
of poor Mary, the daughter of Mr, and Mrs. Ro-
binson, an old couple, who kept a smail public-
house at the side of the beautitul lake of Butter:
mere, Cumberland, and by indusjry. gained a little
property. She was the only daughter, and pioba-
. bly her name had never been knewn to the publicy
but for the account. given of her by the author of
<« A Fortnight's Ramble to the Lakes in Wt
. moreland, Lancashive, and Cumberland.” He now
became acquainted with an Irish gentleman, wnd
" member of the them Irish parliament, who ‘had
been resident with his family some months at Kes-
wick. With this gentleman, and under his im-
" mediate protection, there was likewise a young
lady of family and fortune, and of great person:ﬁ
attraction. One of the means which Hatfield used
to introdyce himself to this respectable family, was
- ) the

N
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the following :—Understanding that the gefitleman
had been a military man, he took an army list from
his'pocket, and pointed to his assumed nane, the
Hon. Alex. Aug. Hope, lieut.-colonel of the 14th
regt. of foot. This new acquaimance dail: gained
strength, and he shortly paid .his addresses to the
daughter of the above gentleman, and obtained
her consent.  The wedding clothes were. boughe,
but, previously to the wedding day being fixed,
she insisted that the pretended Col. Hope should
introduce the subject tormally to her friends. He
now pietended to write letters, and while waiting
for the ahswers, proposed. to employ that time in a
trip to Lord Hopcetoun's seat, &c, From this time
he playcd a double game: his visits to Keswick
became frequent, and his suit to the young lady.
assiduous aud fervent.  Siill, however, both at
Keswick and Buttermete, he was somewhat shy of
appearing in public.  He was sure to be engaged
in a fishing expedition on the day in which any
com&)any, was expected at- the puplic-house at
Buifermere ; and he never attended the church at
Keswick butonce. Finding hisschemes baffled to
obtain this young lady and her fortune, he now
applied himself wholly to gain: possession of Mary
Robinson. He made ihe most minute enquiries
among the neighbours into every circumstance
relating to her und her family ; and at length the
pretended Col. Hope, in company with the clergy-
man, procured a licence'on the 1st of October,
and they were publicly married in the church of
Lorton, on Saturday, October the 2d. On the
'day previous to his marriage, he wrote to Mr. —,
intorming him, that he was under the necessity of
being absent for ten days on a journey into Scot-
land, and sent him a draft for 30l. drawn on M.

2M2 Crump,
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Crump, of Liverpool, desiring-him to cash it, and
gay some small debts in Keswick with it, and send
im over the balance, as he feared he might be
short of cash on the road. This Mr. ——— imme-
diately did,-and s®at-him ten guineas in addition
to the balance. On the Saturday, Wood, the
Jandlord of the Queen's Head, returned from Lore
ton, with the public intelligence that Col. Hope
bad married t{:c ¢ Beauty of Buttermere.”” As
it was clear, whoever he was, that he had acted
unworthily and dishonourable, Mr, ———’s suspi-
cions were of course awakened. He instantly re-
mitted the draft to Mr, Crump, who immediately
accepted it. Mr. M——, the friend of the young
lady whom he first paid his addresses to, wrote to
the Farl of Hopetoun. Before the answer arrived,
the pretended Honourable returned with his wife
to Buttermere. He went only as far as Longtown,
where he received two letters, seemed much trou-
bled that some friends whom he expected had not
arrived there, stayed three days, and then told his
wife that he would again go back to Buttermere.
From this time she was seized with fears and
suspicions. They returned, however, and their
feturn was made known at Keswick. A Mr, Hard-
ing, a Welsh judge, and a very singular man,
passing through Keswick, heard of ‘this impostor,
and sent his servant over to Buttermere with anote
to the snpposcd Col. Hope, who observed, ¢¢ that
‘it was a mistake, and that the note was for a bro-
ther of his.”” However, he sent for four hores,
and came over to Keswick, drew another draft on
Mr. Crump for 20l., which the landlord at the
Queen’s Head had the courage to cash. - Of this
suin, he immediately sent the ten guineas to Mr,
==~ who came and introduced him to the judge,
: at
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as his old friend Col. Hope. But he made a blank
denial that he had ever assumed the name. He had
said his name was Hope, but not that he was the
“ honourable member for Linlithgow,” &t. &c,
and one who had been his frequent companion, his
intimate at Buttermere, gaye evideuce to the same
purpose. In spite, however, of his impudent as-
sertions, and those of his assqciate, the evidence
against him was decisive. A warrant was given by

" Sir Fred. Vane, on the clear proof of his having

forged and received several franks as the member
for Linlithgow, and he was committed to the care
of a constable. Having, however, found means to
escape, he took refuge for a few days on board a
sloop off Ravinglass, and then went in the cbach
to Ulverstone, and was afterwards seen at the hotel
in Chester. In the mean time, the following ad- -
vertisement, setting forth his person and maaners, -
was inserted in the public prints:—

s¢ Notorious Impdstor, S-windler, and Felon !

¢¢ John Hatfield, who lately married a young wo-
man, commonly called the Beauty ot Buttermere,
under an assumed name : height about five feet ten
inches; aged about 44; full face, bright eyes,
thick eyebrows, strong but light beard, good com=
plexion, with some colour; thick, but not very
prominent nose, smiling countenance, fine teeth,
a scar on one of his checks near the chin, very
long thick light hair, and a great deal of it grey,
done up in a club; stiff square shouldered, full
bieast and chest, rather corpulent, and strong
limbed, but very active; and has rather a spring
in his gait, with apparently a little hitch in bring-
ing up one leg ; the two middle fingers of his left

' o 2M3 hand
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hand are stiff from an old.wound: he has some-
thing of the Irish brogue in his specch ; fluent and
elegant in his language, great command of words,
frequently puts his hand to his heart ; very fond of
compliments, and generally addressing himself ta
persons mogt distinguished by rank or situation 3
attentive in the extreme to females, and likely ta
insinuate himself where there are young 'ladies.—
He was in America during the war, is fond of
talking of his wounds and exploits there, and of
military subjects, as well as of Hatficld-hall, and
his estates in Derbyshire and Cheshire ; ot the anti-
quity of hi- family, whom he pretends to trace to
the Plantagenets. Hemakes a boast of having often
been engaged in ducls; he has been a great travel-
ler also, by his own account, and talks of Egypt,
‘Turkey, and Italy; and, in short, has a general
Enow edge of subjects, which, together with his
engaging mavners, is well calculated to impose
on the credulous. He bad art enough to connect
himsclf with some very respectable merchants in
Devonchire, as a pariner in business, but having
swindled them out of large sunis, he was made 2
separate ‘bankrupt in June, 1802. He cloaks his
deceptions under the mask of religion, appears fond
of religious con-ersation, and makes a point of at-
- tending divine service and popular preachers.” .

/ .

“Though he was personally known at Cheshire
to many of the inhabitants, yet this specious hy-
pocrite had so artfully disguyised him-elf, that he
- %uirted the town without any susp’cion, before the

ow sireet officers reached that place in quest of -

him. He was then traced to Brielth in Brecknock-
shire, and was at, length apprehended about 16
miles from Swansea, and committed to Brecon

. . . gaol
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gaol. - He had a cravat on, with his initials, J. H,
which he attempted to account tor, hy cailing him-
selt John Henry. "Befgre the magistrates he de-
clared him<clf to be Tudor Henry ; and in order
to prepossess the honest’ Cambrians in his favor,
boasted that he was descended from an ancient fa-
wmily in Wales, for the inhabitants of which coyn-
try he had ever entertained a sincere regard.: He'
was, however, conveyed up to town by one of the
Bow-street ofticers, where he was examined on his
arrival before the magistrates. The solicitor for
his bankruptcy attended to identify his person, and
stated, that the commission of bankruptcy was is-
. sued against Hatfield in June, 1802 ; that he at-
tended the last mecring of the commissioneys, but
the prisoney did not appear, although due nctice
ot the bankruptcy had becn given in the Gaactte,
and he himselt had given a pegsonal notice to the
prisoner’s wife at Wakeficld, near Tiverton, De-
von. Mr. Parkyn, the solicitor to the post-office,
produced a” warrant from Sir Fred. Yane, Bart. a
magistrate for the county of Cumberland, against
the prisoner, by the name of the Hon. Alex. Aug.
Hope, chaiging him with fclony, by pretending to
be a member of parliament of the United King-
dom, and franking several letters Ly the Rame of
A. Hope, ta several persoms, which were put into
the post-office at Keswick, in Cumberland, in or-
der to evade the dutiesot postage. Another charge
for forgery, aund the charge ol bigamy, were ex-
plained to bim, but not ¢ntered into, as he was
ccmmitted for trial for these charges at the next
assizes at Carlisle.  He conducted bimself with the
greatest propriety during his journey to town, and
on his examination ; but said nothing more than
answering a few questions put to him by Sir RI;Ch:l
‘ i ' For
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'Ford and the solicitors. He was then dressed in a
black coat and waistcoat, fustian brecches and
‘boots, and wore his hair tied behind, wichout pow-
der. Hisappearaice was respectable, though quite
in dishabillle. The Duke of Cumberland and se-
veral other gentlemep were present at his examina-
tion, in the course of which the following letter .
was produced i— : -

~ Keswick, October the first, 1802..
Jobn Crump, Esq. Liverpool.
Free, A. Hope.

. ' Buttermete, Oct. 1, 1802.
¢ DEAR SIR, ‘ . ’
t¢ T have this day received My. Kirkman’s kind
letter from-Manchester, promising me the happi-
" ness of seeing you both in about ten days, which
will indeed give me great pleasure; and you can,
too, he of very valuable service to me at this place,
particulars of which, when we meet, thongh I
shall probably write to you again in a few days.—
The chief purpose for which I-write this, is to de-
sire you will be so good as to accept a bill for me,
dated Buttermere, the 1st of October, at ten days,
and I will either give you cash for it here, or remit
it to you in time, which ever way you please to
say. It is drawn in favour of Natn. Mont. More,
Exq. Be pleased to present my best respects to your
. lady, and say, I hope, ere the winter elapses, to
pay her ny personal respects for, if you will ma-
nage so as to pass a little time with me in Scot-
land, I will promise to make Liverpool in my way
to London. With the truest estcem,
+¢ I am, dear Sir, your'scver, A. |HOPE.“
: : This
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This letfer, it was proved, passed free of the -
ostage. Anothes letter was also produced frem
is wite at Tivertoa, and a certificate of his mas-
riage with Mary of Buttermere. His trial came
on Aug. 15, 1803, at the assiges for Cumberland,
betore the Hon. Alex. Thompson, Knt. H- steod
charged upon the three following indictments:—
1. With having assumed the name and tirle of the
Hon. Alex. Aug. Hope, and pretending to be a
member of parliament of the United K%ngdom of
‘Great Britain and Ireland, and with having, about
the month of October last, under such false and
fictitious name and character, drawn a draft or
bill of exchange, in the name of Alex. Hope, up-
'on John Cramp, Esq. for the sum of zol. payable
to George Wood,-ot Keswick, Cumberland, inn-
. keeper, or order, at the end of 14 days from the
date of the said dratt or bill of exchange. a. With
making, uttering, and publishing as true, a cer-
-tain false, forged, and counterfeit bill ot exchange,
with the name of Alex. Augustus Hope thereunto
falsely set-and <ubscribed, drawn upon Jn Crump,
Esq. dated the first day of Oct. 1802, and pavable
to Nath. Mont. More, or order, ten days atter date
for 3ol. sterling. 3. With having assumed the

name of Alex. Hope, and pretending to be a mem--

ber of parliament of the United Kingdom ot Great
Britain and Lieland, the hiother oi the Re. Hon,
Lord Hopetoun, and a colunel in the army ; and
under such filse and fictitious name and character,
at various times in the month ot October, 1802,
having forged and counterfeited the hand wiiting
of the said Alex. Hope, in the superscription of
certain letters or packers, in order to avoxd the pay-

ment of the duty of postage. During the e.vidcl;‘ce

' . or
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\ for the prosecution, the circumstances already men-
tioned were clearly proved, afrer which the judge
with a great deal of perspicuity and force, summed
up the whole of the evidence, and commented upon
such parts as peculiarly affected the fate of the
prisoner. ¢ Nothing could be more clearly proved
thay that the prisonet did make the bill or bills in
question under the assuméd name of Alex. Augus-
tus Hope, with an intention to defrand. _That the
prisoner used the additional name of Augustus is
of 1o consequence in this question. The evidence
l]:roves ciearly that the prisoner meant to represent
imselt to be another character, and under that
assumed character he drew the bill in question. If
any thing should appear in mitigation of the offen-
ces with which the prisoner stands charged, they
must give them a full consideration; and though
his character had been long shaded with obluquys
yet they mu.t not let this in the least influeuce the
verdict they were sworn to give.””  The jury con.
sulted abour ten minutes, and then returned a ver~
dict of —Guiity. . . _
_ The trial commenced about eleven o’clock in the
forenoon and ended about scven in the evening,
during the whole of which time- the court was ex-
cessively crowdqed. Never perhaps in Carlisie did
there a cause come betore a court of justice which
claimed such a general interest. The prisoner’s
behavior in court was propes and digmified, and he
supported his situation from firs€ to iast with uai-
shaken fortitude. He empioyed himselt during the
greatest part of his triai in wniting note> on the
evidence given, and in conversing with his counsel,
Messrs. Topping and Holroyd. ~ Atter the veidict
of the jury’was given, he discovered no relaxation
- of his accustomed demeanour; but after the court
adjourned,

.
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adjourned, he retired from the bar, and was ordered
“to attend the next morning to recejve the sentence
of the law. The crowd was immense, and he was
-allowed a post- chaise from the town-hall to the gaol.
At eight o’clock the next morning, the court met
again, when John Hatfield, the prisoner, appeared
at the bar to receive his sentence. Numbers of
people gathered together to witness this painful
duty of the law passed upon one whose appearance,
manners, and actions, had excited a most uncom-

mon degrec of interest. After proceeding in the
usual form, the judge addressed the prisoner in the
following terms.—¢¢ John Hatfield, after the long
and scrious investigation of the charges which have

been preferred against you, you have been found .
guilty by a jury of your country. You have been
distinguished for crimes of such'magnitude as have
seldom, if ever, received any imitigation of capital
punishmeat, and in your case it is impossible it can
be limited.— Assuming the person, name, and cha-
racter of a worthy and respectable officer, of anoble
family in this country, you have perpetrated and
committed the most enormous crimes. The long

imprisonment you have undergone has afforded
time for your serious reflection, and an opportunity
of your being deeply impressed with a sense of the
enormity of your crimes, and the justice of that
.sentence which must be iuflictcd upon you, and I
wish you to be seriously impressed with the awful-
ness of vour’ situation, 1 conjure you to reflcct
with anxious care and deep concern on your ap-
proaching end, concerning which much remains to
be done.  Lay aside now your delusions, and im-

positions, and employ properly the short space you .
have to live: 1 beseech you to employ the remain-
ing part of your time in preparing for étcmity,;o
' that
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that you may find mercy in the heur of death and
in the day of judgment. Hear now the sentence of
the law:~That you be carried from hence to the
place from whence you came, and from thence te
the place of execution, and, there to be hanged by
the neck till you are dead,—and may the Lord have
mercy on your soul!” A notion very generally
prevailed that he would not be brought to justicey
and the arrival of the mail was daily expected with
the greatest impatience. ' No pardon afriving, Sep-
tember 3, 1803, (Saturday) was at last fixed upon
_for the execution. The gallows was erected the
receding night between twelve and three, in an
island formed by the river Eden on the north side
of the town, between the two bridges. From the
hour when the jury found him guiity, he behaved
with the utmost sereaity and cheerfulness. He
received the visits of all who wished to see him, and
talked on the topies of the day with the greatest
interest or inditterence. He could scarce ever be.
brought to speak of his own case. He neither
blamed the verfict, nor made any confession of his
guilt. He said that he had no intention to defraud
those whose names he forged, but was never heard
. to'say that he was to dic unjustly. By eleven in
the morning appointed for the exccution, he was in
the chapel of the gaol with the chaplain. He con-
tinued performing his devotions for several hours.
He had - determined_to havt all his business over
before he arrived at the scaffold, that he might
remain as shore a time as possible undeg the gaze of
the mob. The post coming in a lirtle befere three,
and bringing neither pardon nor reprieve, the under
sheriff und a detachment of the Cumberland yeo-
manry immediately repaired to the prison, near the
English gate. A prodigious crowd had previcusly
assembled,
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Assembled.  This was the market.day, and pedple
bhad comeg from the distance of many miles out of
mcre curiosity. A post-chaise was brought for him
from the Bush inn, Having taken farewell of the
clergyman, who attended hiw .to the door, he
wmounted the steps with much steadiness and com-
posurc.  The gaoler and executioner went in alon
_with him, ‘The latter had been brought fr
Dumfries upon a retaining fee of ten guineas, It
was exactly four o’clock when’the procession moved
from the gaol. Passing through the Scotch gate,
in about twelve minutes it arrived on the Sands.
Half the yeomaniy went before the carriage, and
the other half behind., Upon arriving on tie ground,
shey formed a ring round the scaffold. It is said
that he wished to have had the blinds drawn up,
but that such an inuulgence was held inconsistent
with the intercst of public justice. . As soon as the
carriage-docr had been opened by the door sheriff,
the culprit alighted with his two compgnions. A
" small dung eart, boarded over, had been | laced un-
der the gibbet. A ladder was placed to this stage,
which he in-tantly ascended. He was dressed ina
black jackety black silk waistcoat, fustian panta-
loons, white cotton stockings, and ordinaiy shoes,
He wore no powder in his hair.  He was perfectly
cool and collgcted. At the same time his conduct
displayed nothing of levity, of insensibility, or of
hardihood. He was more anxious to give proof of
resignatio: than of heroism. His countenange was
extremely pale, but bis hand never trembled. Ha -
immediately untied his handkerchief, and placed
~ a bandage over his eyes. The executioner was
extremely aukward, and Hatfeld found it nece.
sary to give various directions as to the placing of
the rope, ¢, He several times put on a languid
, T - 2N and
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and piteous smile. He at last seemed rather exs
hausted and faint. Having been near three weeks
under sentence of ‘death, he must have suffered
much, notwithstanding his external bearing ; and-a
reflection of the misery he had occasioned must
have given him many an agonizing throb. Having
taken leave of the gaoler and the sheriff, he prepaied
himself for his fate. He was heard at this time to
exclaim, ¢¢ My spirit is strong, though my body is
weak.”t Greatapprehensions were entertained that
it would be necessary to tie him up a second time 3
the noose slipped twice, and he fell down above
cighteen inches. His feet at last were almost touch-
ing the ground; but his excessive weight, which
occasioned this accident, speedily relieved him from
puin. He expired in a moment, and without any
struggle. The ceremony of his hands being tied
behind his back was «atisfied by a piece of -white
tape passed loo:ely from one to the other; but he
never made the smallest cifort to relieve himself,
He was cut down after he had hung about an hour.
On the preceding Wednesday, he had made a cars
penter take his measure for a coffin, « He gave
particular directions that it should be large, as he
mmeant to be laid in it with ali his clotheson. It
was made of oak, adorned with plates, and extreme.
ly handsowe every way. A hearse followed with it
1o the ground, and afierwards bore bim away. Tt
was understood that the body was to be buried in
the parish of Burgh, about ten miles west of this
city. Itscemshe had a great terror of his body be-
ing taken up,and though he was told that it would
he safer for him to be buried in the city, yet he
preferred Burgh, -a place extremely sequestered,
He is said to have been acquainted withthe parson,
It bas however byen asserted, that the conscientious
. ‘ s parishioners
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parishioners of Burgh objected to-his being laid
there, and that he was consequently interred in St.
Mary’s church-yard, the usual place for those who,
come to an untimely end. Notwithstandipg his
various and complicated enormities, his untimely
end excjted considerable commiseration in this plaee.
His manners were extremely polished and insinuat-
mg, and he was possessed of qualities which might
bave rendered.him an ornament to sotiety.

. HAWES, NATHANIEL, (ROBBER) was a
native of Norfolk, in'which county he was born in
the year 1701. His father was a’grazier in ample
circumstances, but dying while the son was an in-
ant, a relation in Hertfordshire took care of his
education. At a proper age he was apprenticed to ..
an upholsterer in Lonion ; but becoming connected/
with people of bad character, and thus agquiring
an early habit of vice, he robbed" his master v hen
ke had served only two years of his time, for which
he was tried at the Old Bailey, and being convicted
of stealing to the amount of thirty ninc shillings,
was sentenced to seven years transportation. This
sentence, however, was not carricd into execution,
owing to the following circumstance. A man
named Phillips had encouraged .the unhappy youth
_ in his depredations, by purchasing, at a very low
rate, such goods as he stole from his master : but
when Hawes was taken into custody, he gave in-
formation of this affair, in consequence of which
search-warrant was procured, and many effects
belonging to Hawes’s master were found in Phillips’s
possession. Hereupon application was, made to the
king, and a free pardon was granted to Hawes,
whereby he was rendered a competent evidence
against Phillips, who was tried for receiving stolen
goods, and transported for fourteen years. Hawes,
. - "2 N3 ~during



43! " HAWES..

T . .

- during ‘his confinement in Newgate hat made such
bad cenmections as greatly contributed té6 the
contamination of his morals; and soon after his
release, he connected himself with a et of bad
fellows who acted under the direction of Jonathan
Wild ; and having made a particular acquainrance~
with one John James, they joined in the commis-
sion of -a number of robberies. After an uncoms-
mon share of success for some daysy they quarreiled
en the division of the booty, in conscquence eaeh
acted on his own account. Some little time after
they had thus separated, Hawes, being apprehen-ive
that James would impeach him, applied to Jonathan
Wild, and informed against his oid acquaintance,
on which James wa- taken into custody, tried, con-
victed, and executed. Notwithtanding this con-
viction, the court sentenced Hawes to be imprisoned
i New Prison, and that goal was preferred to
Newgate, because the prisoners in the latter had
threatened to murder Hawes, for being an evidence
against Jimes. Here it should be observed, that
hy an act of the 4th and 5-h of William and Mary,
for the more cffectual conviction of highwaymen,
the evidence of accomplices is allowed'; but the-

_evidence cannot claim his liberty unless two or more

“of his accomplices are convicted ; but may be im-
prisoned during the pleasure of the court.—Soon
after his commitment, Hawes and another feilw
made their ewcape. and entering into partnership,
committed a variety of 1ohberies, particulaily in
the road between Hackney and Shoreditch,  This
connection, like the forner, lasted but a short time:
a dispute on dividing thcir ili-gotten gains occa-
sioned a separation : sooh »tier wh ch, Hawes went .
‘alone to Finchley-Comman, where mecting with a
gentleman: riding to town, he preseated a pistol to

’ . his
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-his breast, and cominanded him instantly to dis-
mount, that he might search him for his money-
The gentleman offered him four shillings, on which
Hawes swore the most horrid oaihs, and threatened
instant death, if he did not immediately submit.
The gentleman quisted his horse, and in the same
moment seized the pistol, which he snatched from
the hand of the robber, and presenting it to him,
told ‘him to expect deawh if he did not surrender
himself. Hawes, who was now as terrified as he
had been insolent, made no opposition; and the
driver of a cart coming up just at that juncture, he
was easily made prisoner, conveyed to London, and
cemmitted to Newgate. When the sessions came
on, and he was brought to the bar, he refused to
plead to his indicrment, alledging the following
reason for so doing; that he would die, as he
had lived, like a genteman: ¢ The people (xaid
he) who apprehended me, seized a suit of fine
clothes, which I interided to have gone to the gal-
Jows in; and unless they are returned I will not
" plead; for no one shall say that [ was hanged in a
dirty shirt and ragged coat.” On this he wastold
what would be the consequence of his contempt of
Tegal authority ; but this making no impression on
him, sentence was pronounced that he should be
pressed to death, whereupon he was taken from
the court, and being laid on his back, sustained a
foad of two hundred and fifty pounds weizht about
seven minutes ; but unable any longer to hear the
ain, he entreated he might be conducted back to
the court, which being complied with, he pleaded
¢ Not guilty;* but the evidence against him being
complete, he was convicted, and scntenced to die.
After conviction his behaviour was very improper.
He told the other capital convicts he would die like
2N3 ' . ahero
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a hero; and behaved in the same thoughtless way
till the arrival of the warrant for his executions
“after which his conducr was not altogether so im-
prudent. He owned to the ordinary of Newgate,
that he was induced to refuse to piead to his
indictment, that the other prioners might deem
him a man of hondr,-and not from the idie vanity
of being hanged in fine clothes, ~1le acknowledged
many vobberies which he had commitfed ; but
charged Jonathan Wild as being the principal
author ot his ruin, by purchasing the stolen goods.
" He likewise owned that he had been. base enough
to inform against persons who were innocent, par-
ticu'arly a gentiemag’s servant who was then in
_custody 3 but he did not discover many sigus of
~contrition for this or any other of his offinces. He
suffered at Tyburn on the zz‘d of December,
1721,

HAWKE, WILLIAM, (HIGHWAYMAN,)
was born at Uxbridge, in tuc county of Middlesex,
On the death of his father] he was hired to draw
beer at a public house on Saftron-hill. Contracting
an acquaintance with soine abandoned people who
frequented an alehouse in §t. Giles, he was per-
suaded to join them in committing depredations
upon the public. At length he commenced high-
wayman, and became an accomlice of Jaawes Fieid,
(See FieLn.) Field and Hawke were tiansported
to Awerica: ami returning to England nearly -
at the same period, they again became associares in
committing robberies upon the highway.  Hawke
and Field being apprehended together, the formey
escaped from Tothill-fields brideweil, and got ta
France ; but the other suffered the sentence of the
law. Upon his return to En_land he committed a
surptising number of most daring robberics : and
g several

~
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several months elapsed before the thief-takers knew
hin to be the man by whom the roads ahaut Lon-
don were so dangerously infested. Information
being giveh to Mr. Smith, the keeper of Tothill.
ficlds Biidewell, that Hawke's wife had been to
Uxbrilge on a partv of pleasure, he sought the
driver of the coach in which she was conveyed, and.
learned from him that Hanke lodged in Shoe lane.
The following mornin; Mr. Sinith, Mr. Bond, Mr.
Leigh, and some other persons in the service of Sir
John Fielding, went to Shoe-lane. Bond going up
two pair of staiis, entered the front room, and there
discovering Hawke slumbering in bed, threw him-.
self across the highwayman, tut Hawke rolling the
sheet round Bond's head, reached at a pistol that
was under the pillow, at which instant Smith en-
tered, and cauzht hold of his hand. With much
difficulty Hawke was secured ; and being put into
a coach be said, that his misfortunes were in scme
- measure alleviated by the consideration that ‘no
Jife was lost, for he was provided with several
Joaded pi-tols, and had formed the resolution of
firing upon every man who should attempt to take
him in custody. Being conveyed to the public
office in Bow street, a great numbei of prrions
were bound to prosecute, and he was commi:ted to
Newgate. At the next sessions of the Old Bailey
pe was arraigned on an indictment for 10bbing
Mr. Hart of a small sum of mouey. Mr. Hart and
Laptain Cunningham w.re stopped in the Fulham
stage, a little beyond Knightsbridge, by the pr’-
soner, who demanded their money. The Captain
refused to resign his property ; and Hawke threat-
ened to fire, and pointing his-pistol at the Captain,
he said, ¢ Fire away and be d—"nd!** On whigh

: ' - - the



416 HAWKINS, .

the robber discharged his pistol, and the ball passed
between the Captain’s shoulder and his coat. Mr.
Hart then delivered a fews shillings; and Captain

Cunningham, getting out of the coach in the inte- -

rim, <cized the bridle of the highwayman’s horse,
when he discharged a second pistol.  He then re-
mounted, but did not ride away for soine minutes,
during which interval the Captain employed him-
self in picking up stones and throwing them at him.
At the time of Hawke's trial Captain Cunning-
ham was abroad ; but Mr Hare’s evidence was so
_ positive, clear, and circumstantial, that no doubt
remained as to the guilt of the prisoner, who was
therefore sentenced to suffer death. While under
sentence of death, in Newgats, his behaviour was
such as may be called decent, but not penitential,
While his irons were knocking off on the morning
of execution, oneof his acquaintance addressed him
thus: ¢ How do you do, Billy? Will you have
some flowers?””  Hercupon Hawke said, “ I am
pretty well, I thank you. How is Harry Wrighe?

(one of the then turnkeys of Tothill-ficlds bride. '

weil,) he has been ill ot late, I hear.” And then
while the man held the nosegay, he picked out a
flower, and with great comosure placed it in a
button-hole of his coat. When the cart was prepa-
rine to be driven from under the gallows, he threw
off both his shoes; and when he found it move, he
collected his utmost strength, and leaped up, so that
his neck was instantly dislocated. He suffered at
Tyburn, on the 1st of July, 1774.

HAWKINS, JOHN, (HIGHWAYMAN.) was
the son ot a poor tarmer at Staines, who not being
able to afford to educate him properly, he went into
the service of a.gentleman, which he soon quitted,

-and
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and lived as a waiter at the Red Lion at Brentford ;
but leaving this place, he again engaged as a gen-
tleman’s servant. Having been at length in different”
families, he became butler to Sir Dennis Drury, and
was distinguished as a servant of very creditable
appearance. His person wasuncommonly graceful,
and he was remarkably vain of it. He used to

" frequent gaming-tables two or three nights in a

week, a practice which led to that rvin which finally
befel him. About this time, Sir Dennis bad been
robked of a considerable quantity of plate: and as
Hawkins's mode of life was very expensive, it was
auspected that he was the thief, for which reason
he was discharged without the advantage of a gocd
character. Being thus destitute of the means of
subsistence, he bad recourse to the highway, and
his first expedition was to Hounslew Heath, wheve
ke took eleven pounds from the passengers in a
coach: but such was his attachment to gaming,
that he repaired direcsly to London, and lost it all.
He continued to rob alone for some time, and then

* engaged with other highwaymen; but the same

fate still attended him: he lost by gaming what he
obtained at so much risque, and was frequently so
reduced as to dine at an eating-house, and sneak
off ‘without paying his reckoning. Several of his
old companions having inct their deserts ae the
gallows, he became aequainted with one Wilson,
a youth of good education, who had been articled
to a solicitor in ehancery, but had neglected his
business threugh an attachment to the gaming-
table. These associates having committed several
robberies in conjunction, were tried for ore of them,
but acquitted for want of evidence. After which
Wilson went down to his mother, who ived at.
, , ‘ Whitby,
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‘Whitby, in Yorkshire, and continued-with her for
about a year,. and then cowing to London, lived
with a gentleman of the law; but having lost his
money in gaming, renewed his acquaintance with
Hawkins, who was now concerned with a new
gan: of vilains: one of whom, however, being

apprehended, 1mpeached the rest, which soon dis

persed the gang, but not until some of them had
made their exit at Tyburn: on which Hawkins was
obliged to conceai himself for a considerable time;
but at length he ventured ta rob a gentlemavn om

“Finchley Common, and shot one of his servants -

too, whordied on the spat. His next attack was oa
the Eatl-of Burlington and Lord Bruce in Rich-
mond lane, from whom he took about twenty
“pounds, two gold warches, and a sapphire ring.
For this ring, a reward ot one hundred pound« was
oftered to Jonathan Wild ; bat Hawkins saiied to
Holland with it, an i there sold it for torty pounds.-
On his return to England he joined his companions,
of whom Wilson was one, and robbed Sir David
Dalrymple of ahout three pounds, a.snuff-box, and-
. a pocket book, tor whrch 1a.t 8ir David offered
sixty pounds reward to Wild ; but Hawkins's gang
having no conection with that villain, who did not
even know their persons, they sent the book by a
purter to Sir David, ‘without expense.  They uext
stopped Mr. Hyde, of Hackney, in his coach, and
robbed him of ten pounds and his'watch, but miss-
ed three huudred pounds which the gentleman then
b d in his possession.  After this they stopped the
Earl, of Westmorland's coach in Lincoln’s Inn.
Fieids, and robbed him of a sum of money, though
there were three footmen behind the carriage. The
footmen called the watch, but the rebbers firing al
. - . pisto

.
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pistol over their heads, the guardians of the night
decampéd.  Hawkins had now sesolved to carry the
booty ebtained'in several late robberies to Halland 5
but Jonathan. Wild having hetard of the connec-
tion, caused some of the gang to be apprehended §
on which the rest went into the country to hide

 themselves. On this occasion Hawkins and Wilson

went to Oxford, and paying a visit-to the Bo:leian
Jibrary, the former wantonly defaced some pictures
in the gallery; and one hundred pounds reward
was offered to discover the offender, when a poot
taylor having been taken up on suspicion, narrow+
ly escaped being whipped, merely because he wis
of whiggish principles. Hawkins and bis friend
returning to London, the latter coming of age at
that time, succeeded to a little estate his father had
left him, which he sold for three hundred and fifty
pounds, a small part of which he lent to his compa-
nions to buy horses, and soon dissipated the rest at
the gaming-table. The awociates now stopped
two gentleman in a charict on the Hampstead
Road, who both fired at ance, by which three slugs
were lodged in Hawkin<’s shoulder, and the high-
waymen got to London with some difficulty. On
Hawkins’s recovery,. they attempted to stop a
gentleman”s coach in Hyde-Park 5 but the coach-
man driving bastily, Wilson fired, and wounding -
himself in the hand, found it dithcult to scale the
Park wall, to effect his escape. ‘This circum-
stance occasioned~ome serious thotights in his mind,
in consequence of which he set out for his mother’s
house in Yorkshire, where he was kindly received,
and fully detcrmined never to recur to his former
practices. While he-was engaged in his mother’s
business, and planning schemes for domestic 'hap.'

: piness,
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iness, he was sent for to a public-house, where he
?ound his ald acquaintance, Hawkins, in company
with one George Simpsoh, another associate, who
was a native of Putney, in Sarry. His father tvas
a wine-merchant, but being reduced in“circum=
'stances, temoved into Lincolnshire. Young Simpe
son kept a public-house at Lineoln, and acted
as a sheriff’s officer, but quitting the country, he
came to London, and was butler to Lord Castle-
_main; after which he lived in several other credit<
able places, till he became acquainted with Hawe
kins. Wilson was shocked “at seeing them, and
asked what could.induce them to take such a jour-
ney. Hereupon Hawkins swore violently, said
Wilson was impeached, and would be taken into
custody in a few days, This induced him to go to
London with them; but, on his arrival, he found
" that the story of the impeachment was false.. Whet
in London, they formed -connections with other
thieves, and committed several robberies, for which
some of the gang were executed. They frequented
a public-house at London Wall, the master of
which kept a livery stable, so that they rode out
at all hours, and robbed the stages as they weré
coming into town.- They tock not only money,
but portmanteaus, &c. and divided the booty with -

Carter, the master of the livery stable. Thus they
continued their depredations on the public, till one
of their associates, named Child, was executed at
Aylesbury, and bung in chains, for robbing the
mail. This incensed thein to such a degree, that
they determined to avenge the supposeid insult by
committing a similar crime. Having mentioned
. their design in the presence of Carter, the stable
- keeper, he advised them to stop the mail from Hars.

wich;
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with ; but this they declined, because the changing
of the wind must render the time of its arrival vn-
certain,' At length it was determined to rob the
Bristol mail; and they:set out on an expeditibn
for that purpose. It appeared on the trial, that the
boy who cairied the mail was overtaken at Slough,
by a countryman, who travelled with him to Lang-
ley-Broom, where a person rode up to them, and
turned back again. When passing through Coln-
brook, they saw the same man again, with two
others, who followed them at a small distance, and
then polling their wigs over their foreheads, and
holding handkerchiefs in their mouths, came up
with them, and commanded the post-boy and the
countryman to come down a lane, where they or-
dered them to quit their horses, and then Hawkivs,
Simpson, and Wilson, tied them back to back, and
fastened them to a tree in a wet ditch, so that they
were obliged to stand i the water. This being
done, they took such papers as they liked out of the
Bath aod Bristol bags, and hid the rest in a hedge.
They now crossed the Thates, and riding a little
way into Suiry, put up their horses at an inn in
Bermondsey-street. It was now about six in the
morping, when they parted, and went different
ways to a public-house in the Minories, where they
proposed to divide their ill-gotten treasure. The
landlord being well acquainted with their persons,
and knowing the protusion of his guests, shewed,
them a private room, and supplied them with pen
and ink. Having equally divided the bank notes,
they threw the letters in the fire, and then went to
their lodgings in Green-Arbour-Court, in-the Oid -
Railey. A few days after this, informatien was
given at the Post-Office, that suspicious people fre-

. 20 quented

.
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quented the house of Carter, the stable-keeper, at
London- Wall; accordingly, some persons were sent
thither to make the necessary discoveries. Wilson
happening to be there at the time, suspected their
bysiness, on which he abruptly reiired, slipped
through some bye alleys, and got into the Moor-
ate eoffee-house, which he had occasionally unsed
?or two years before, on account of its being fre- -
quented by reputable company, and therefore less
liable to be searched for. suspicious people. ‘He had
not been long in the house before a quaker men-
tioned the scarch that was making in the neigh.
bouihood for the men who robbed the mail. This
shocked him so that he instantly paid his reckon-
ing, and going out at the back-door, went to Bed-
Jam, where the melancholy sight of the objects
dround bim, induced him to draw a comparison
between their situation and his own ; and he con-
_ cluded that he was far more unhappy throagh the
weight of his guilt, than those poor wretches whom
it had pleased God to deprive of the use of their
intcllects. Having reflected that it would not be
safe for him tostay longer in London, he resolved to
- go to Newcastle by sea, and he was confirmed in
this resolution, upon being told by a person who
wished his safety, that be and his companions were
the parties suspected of having robbed . the maill
This friend likewise advised him to go to the Post-
Office, surrender, and turn evidence; hinting, that
if he did not, it was probabie Simpson would ; as
he had asked some questions which seemed to inti-
mate such a design. Wilson ncglected this advice,
but held his resolution of going to Newcastle. and
with that intention quitted Bedlam; but by Moor-
gate coffec-house he met the man he had seen at
' . Carter’s,

A}
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Carter’s. - They turned and followed him} yet,
unperceived by them, he entered the coffee-house,
while they went under the arch of the gate, and if
he had returmed by the door he entered, he would-
have again escaped them; but going out of the.
fore door a1 the heuse, they took him into custody,
and conducted him to the Post-Office. On his first:
examination, he refused to make any confession
and on the following day he scemed equallv de-
ermined to conceai the truth, till two circumstances
induced him to reveal it. In the first place, the
Post-Master-General promised that he should be
admitted an evidence if he would discover his ac«
complices; and one of the clerks caliing him aside,
shewed him a letter without any name to it, of
which the following is a copy: - :

¢ Sir, h
. €I am one of those persons who rohbed the
mails, which { am sorry for ; and, to make amends,
I will secure my two coinpanions as soon as may oe,
He whose hand this shall appear to be. will, I hope,
be cntitled to the reward and his pardon.™

As Wilsop knew thi. letter to he of Simpson’s
hand-writing, he thought himeelf justified in mak-
ing a full discovery, which he accordingly did, in
consequence of which his associates were appre-
hended at their lodgings in the Old Bailey, two
days afterwards. At fiest they made an'appear-
ance of resistgnce, and threatened to shoot the
peace-officgrs ; but the latter saying they were pro-~
vided with arms, the offendeis yiclded, and were
committed to Necwgate. On the trial, Hawkins
endeavoured to prove that he was in London at the

. .202 time
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time that the mail was tobbed ; and ore Faller, of

Bedfordbury, swore that he lodged at his house on
that'night. To ascertain this, Fuller produced a
receipt for thirty shillings, which he said Hawkins
then paid him for horse hire. The judge desiring
to look at that receipt, observed, thar the body of
it was written with an ink of a different color from
that of the name _at the bottom ; on which_he or-
dered the note to be handed to the jury, and re-
marked that Fullers testimony deserved no kind of
credit. After examining some other witnesses, the
judge prpceeded to sum up the evidence, in which

-he was interrupted by the following singular occur-

rence, as stated by the shert-hand writers

« My ink, as it happened, was very bad, being
thick at bottom, and thin and waterish at top; so

" that, according as I dipped my pen, the writing ap-

peared very pale or pretty black. Now, just as
the court was remarking on the difference of the
ink in Falier’s receipt, a gentleman who stoed by
me, perceiving something of the same kind in my
writing, desired to look upon my notes for a minute.
As I was not aware of any ill-consequences; 1 let
him take the book out of my hand; when pre-
sently shewing it to his friend, ¢¢ Sece here, (said he)
what difference therc is in the colour of the same
ink 1> His friend took it, and shewed it to another.
Uneasy at this, £ spoke to them to réeturn me my
book., They begged iy pardon, and said I should
have it in a minute ; but this-answer,was no soonet
given, than a curiosity suddenly. entered one of the
jurymen who sat just by, and he too begged a sight
of the book ; which, notwithstanding iy impor-
tunity, was immediately handed to him. He
. viewed

.
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wiewed it, and gave it to the next, and so it passed
from one to the othgr, till the judge perceiving
them very busy, called to them, ¢ Gentlemen, what
are you doing?  What bhook is that?* They told
him it was the writer’s book, an: they were ob-
serving how the same ink appeared pale in one
place, and, black in another. ¢ You ought not
cntlemen, says be, ¢ to tike notice of any thing
ut what is produced in evid nce;’ aud then turn-
ing to me, demanded what I meant by shewing that
to the jury. I answered, that I couid ot fix uport
the persons, for the ‘gentlemen near me were all
strangers to me; and I was far from imagining I
should have any such occasion for taking particular
notice of them.—His lordship then re-as~umed his
charge to the jury, which, being ended, they with-
drew to consider of their verdict." !

After staying out about an hour, the jury return-
ed into court without agieeing on a verdict, saying
they could not be convinced that Fuller’s receipt was
not genuine, merely «n account of the different
colours of the ink. ~Hcreupon the ¢ourt intimated
how muany witnesses had sworn that. Hawkins was
absent from London, to contradict all of whom there
was only the evidence of Fuller, which wasat leaft
rendered doubtful by the ink appearing of two
colours’; and it was submitted whether Fuller’s tes-
timony ought te be held of equal validity with that
of all the opposing parties. Hereupon the jury
went out of cowt, and, on their return, gave a ver-
dict of Guilty against both the prisoners. Au the
place of execution, Hawkin- addressed the surround-
ing multitude, acknowledging his sins, professing
to dic in charity with-all mankind, and begging the
prayers of those who were witnesses of his melan-

‘ 203 choly
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choly exit. He died "with great difficolty ; buat
Simpson was out of his pain almost without a
struggle. They suffered at Tyburn, on the 21st
of May, 1722, and were hung in chains on Houns~
low-Heath. : B
HAWZKINS, THOMAS JAMES, alias HENRY
{swINDLER) whose chief livelihood was obtaining
goods and money under false pretences, in conjunc-
tion with his brather, Edward Underwood, as he
called himself ; the elder of whom was not more
than twenty, when, in 180, they were both tried at
- the Old Bailey for impasing ypon Mary Marnet,
who lived at No 2, Ranelagh-walk, Chelsea, where
she bad kept a house upwards of seven years, ever
since her husband left her; the furniture being her
own. On the 21st of January, 1800, asx she was
walking through Great George-street, Westmin-
ster, she was accosted by Huwkins; she could not
recollect what he first said to her, but believed it
was something about the weather, such as, ¢ this
is a fine day.” He walked with her, and held her
in conversation on some trifling subjects: asshe was
in haste, she wanted to get rid of him; she could
- not recollect what led to it, but she told him she
was going on business to a gentleman’sin Tufton-
street, Westminster: he said he wounld accompany
her, as her manners and conversation were so en-
gaging: she still wanted to get rid of him; he
wanted her to come through Westminster College,
where he said he was educated, and where he wouid
shew her his name in letters of gold ; ‘she refused
to go that way. Having transacted her business in
‘Tufton-street, he waited for her till she came out,
and renewed the eonversation ; he began to profess
a a%reat attachment to her, as he said she resembled a
lady he once passionately.admired. She told him th:t
: she

. 1
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she had to call in Oxford-road, and that she wish-
- ed to gothrough Parliament strect; he said, ¢ No,
for if I am scen with you. by the officers, who are
my acquaintances, as.I have a brother in the guards,
they’ll gaiz me ;™ in consequence of which he per-
suaded her to turn down Great George street. As
they walked alon§, he told her he was the son of
General Hawkins, that helived in Spring-Gardens,
and that his uncle, Sir Cesar Hawkinsy lived in
Sackvillestreet ; that he had been a little gay, but
that he had gool a year, independent of, hix father,
on whose death h¢ was heir to a considerable pro-
erty. He also added, that he had expectations
grom an uncle in the East-Indies, a general, whe
was at the taking of Seringapatam, and whose wife
in this country was allowed 5000l. a year. He
amused her with these stories (the truth of which
she did not suspect) till they came to Saville row,
where he proposed to meet her the next day (Wed-
uewday) in Spring-gardens, near his father’s house ;
she said she was invited to a wedding the next day,
80 that of course she could not meet him ; he then
named Thursday (the next dav) about ane o’clock,
to which she consented ; he then told her that bis
father lived at No. 14. in Spring- Gardens, (the
house in which Mr. Druthmond lives) and that he
should be looking out of the window at that hour.
He wihed, however, to have some pledge that she
would not disappoint him, as he would te quite im«
. patient till he saw her ‘again; he desired her to
give him any thing she set a value on: she pulled
off her glove to give him, but as the day was cold,
he said he would not deprive ber of it. She had
two rings, the one of Jittle value, and the ather of
more : she gave him the one of little value ; he de-
sired to look at the other, and then put it in his
' pocket,

~ .



428 HAWKINS, !

ocket, and refused tq return it, saying, ¢ that
ludies had sometimes given him rings, nay, even
pictures of more value, and did not afterwards keep
their appointments.”®  He also took a fancy to her
ear-rings, and said that his sister had exactly suth
a pair.  She told the court he was dressed slovenly
genteel, just as he was at that gime at the bar, in
black, with boots. On Thursdy, as she promised,
she passed by the house which he called his father’s,
in Spring-Gar:lens, looked up at the wind w, but
saw no one. ' He met her in rhe street, and apolo-
gized for uot louking out at the window as he had
romited, but he was closely watched by his father,
n consequence of an attachment to a lady some
time since, so that he was obliged to act with
prudence for a while, but that in a short time every
thing would be as it ought to be: a gentleman
knocked at No. 14, -at the time they weie talking,
- €¢ that isiny brother,™ said he, he has an estate at
Hampstead,' and he was sure if she would come
with him to his fathers house in the ahsence of the
general, that hi. brother would be very glad to sce
her, as he was a very polite, well-bred gentleman ;
‘adding, thst his sister lived at her uncle’s, Sir
C=zsar Hawkins, in Sackville street. Asthey walk-
ed along, le said, in order to be a little more at
liberty, he h.d taken chambers at Clifford’s-
inn, for which he paid gool. and he asked her if
she would accompany him, and see them, as his
serv.int was waiting tor him; she consented, and
onthe way he made great . rofessions of attachinent
to her, and rold her, as he said he wished to be
candid at once, that he would settle sool. ayearon
her, and in addition to that, he would do some-
thing handsome for her on the death of his father ;
= @s all this came with the greatest appearance of
‘ T sincerity
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dncerity, she told him it was a very tempting offer,
but was more .than he could spare; to which he
answered, never mind that, you don’t know my

- expectation; ‘I have been extravagant, but that’s

all over. 1In short, she consented to Hive with him :
the chambers were on the second floor of Clifford’s '
Inn, No. 14; he remarked how extraordinary it
was that his chambers and father's house should
be the same namber. She thought the chambers
looked very shabby, and yet it did not raise any
suspicion in her mind, that he was not what he
sepresented himself to be.  He let himself in with
a key, and deelared he was very much surprised that
his servant should be out of the way, as he desired
him to stay till he returned. She saw a hat in the
window -seat, which she supposed belonged to the
servant. He insisted she should stay to dinper, as
he expected some company; she consented ; he
renewed the subject of his circumstances, and told
her he had goool. in the bank. Shesaw no company,’
nor even the servant.  She pressed him to return
her rings, as he couvld not say she had forfeited
thems he said he had forgot them among some
trinke:s at his father's, but that he would certainly
give them to her the next day. Underwood (who
was also on his trial at the same time) dined with
them. Hawkins, in the absence of Underwood,
said, that he was the son of Dr. Underwood, of
Broad-strect, that he had procured him a commis-
sion in the army, and hinted as much as that he was
a dependant. He asked if she had any silver. on
which she pulled out her purse, which contained a
guinea and four shillings, he put the money in his
pocket, and threw the purse into the fire, saying
that it was a shabby one, She was anxious, as the
night approached, to return to her house; a coach
was .

.
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was called ; he hauded her in, aud then took his
seat beside her, and began to flatter her, by sayings»
what pleasure he promised himself in the company-
of such a woman,.and that he had now found what
he had been so long in pursuit of. The coachman
refused to drive further than Hyde Park corner,
and as the night was wet, he accompanied her home
on foot ; after supper, he put scveral questions in an
indirect manner, as to her furniture, and seemed to
be very well pleased when he found they were her
own, She shewed him a mimiature picture set in
pearls, and two watches, one of which was gold,
with some other trinkets, which seemed to give him
a great dea) of pleasure.  The next morning after
breakfast, he wrote a draft for eight pounds, in con-
sideration of the trouble he had given, but.on
reflection, hesaid it was toa tiifling a sun to trouble
his banker with, and took it up, and put it in his
ocket. He then persuaded her to pack up the
iest artizles of her furnitare, and to. deposit them
in his chamnbers,- as he said they would then be at
hand, and perhaps, that it would amuse her to lovk
over them occasionally 5 which, after some persua-
'sion, she agreed to do, and he assisted in packing
them, and scemied very particular that the watches
and the rest ¢f the trinkers should be put up. He
asked her what the miniature picture cost? she.
answered ten guineas; he said he was very intimate
with the gentleman who sat for it; he then assisted
to put the boxes in a coach, and desired the coach-
man to drive to Clifford’s Inn, In passing through
Parliament-street, he happened to see a fine coach,
which he said was his father's;” oo which he threw
himself back <n the coach, that he might not be
-sech 5 he nodded in the way to several persons of
fashion, as it he was tamiliar with them. When
’ ‘ ! : they

’
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they tame to the chambers, the boxes were put in
the siting room. Soon after they arrived, Under-
wood entered, when Hawkins desired her to open
her box, and to shew Underwood the miniature pic-
ture, as he said he was as well acquainted with the
original as he was; that they had both known him
for a long time. She did so ; Hawkins wished that
she would hang it up to ornament the fSom, as he
expected every day. to Jay in furniture, but was
prevented by one thing or other. He then began
to talk cf a journcy 10 Scotland, and of a fine castle
in that country ;- he did not kuow how soon he
would be obliged to set out on that journey; he
talked very much or the pleasuies they would enjoy
when they came to the castle, which real'y male
“her impatient for the day; she believed he took
motice of this, for he immediately began to say that
she should rid herself of all incumbrances, and that
he thought the best way would be to dispose of
her furnituce, as otherwise she would not be at
«ease in her mind, but be still thinking of them ; be-
sides, as it was uncertain when they would 1eturn, as
e had many friends in Scotland; so that their time
would be very agreeably spent in paying and re-
ceiving visits; she said she would take some time
€o consider of it; he answered that it might be too
late, as he did not know the moment he should be
«alled on to set out, and that he would not break
his word for the world. She asked him to return
the miniature picture, asshe had a great valve for
it,. but he would not; began to quairel with her,
-and threatened her to throw it in the fire, to prevent
which she desisted, expecting to recover it when he
seturned to his temper. She complained of his
behaviour to Underwood, who said, ¢ Hawkins ig
sometimes an odd kind of fellow, and sometimes

. petuleng
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petulent in histemper ; but be was a man of honour,
family, and fortune ; he will return it to you by
and bye, depend onit; you will have no reason to
repent of any thing that he bas faken, or any thing
that you have done or may do.”™ ‘When she asked
bim for her gold watch, with a ribbon and seals, he
said he should keep it as a further security, He
told her, if she would consent to sell ker furniture,
he would give her, as a security, the Jease of his
chambers, which cost 400l. She told him that she
- could wot stay at his chambers that night, as she
was obliged to return home; he said hie could not
be seen in her house again, ay it rhight come to his
father’s cars. They went to an exhibition in the
Strand, and from thence she went home. Ip the
course of the day, he told her again that he was
the son of General Hawkins, and she had not the
Jeast doubt but he was.” The next day (Saturday)
she returned to the chambers, where she saw Undcrs
wood in a blue coat, and a red collar. Hawkin$
told her, that he was an officer in the Surry Fenci-
bles. He now renewed the conversation about the

. ._sale of her goods, and in 3 more pressing manner

than before ; she €aid they cost her a great deal”
of money ; he answered, what did it signify if they
did ? in a short time she would think very litte of

~ money ; that was not the object ; all that he wanted

. Ao secure was her affections, which he was afraid he

could not effectually doas long as the furniture -
wasin question, for she would be always talking or
thinking of it. He then turned the convemation to
a jauntin the country the next day, (Sunday) in
Underwcod's brother’s curiicle; she said she bhad
no objection to a little airing in the country.’
Alfter some time, he began again about the sale ef
her goods : she said she had an aunt, Mrs. Wet

. ’ 3
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t whom she was under every obligation, and she
could not think of leaving her in distress behind
her ; 'on which Hawk ns said, make yourself easy
about that ; my friend Underwood will take care of -
her. After many persuasions, she consented to sign
the bill of sale, which was drawn up by Mr. Wil=
kinson. This was done on Saturday night. On
Sunday morning she prepared for her jaunt to the
country ; when Underwood came and told them,
with great appearance of disappointment in his
countenance, manner, and voice, that his biother un-
fortunately was engaged that day todine with Dr.
Lettsom, in the country; Hawkins secmed to be
very much disappointed ; but, saia he, I have sent
to a gentleman, a very particular friend of mine,
who will lend me his curricle I am sure. In a few
minutes after, a man, (or, as they called him,
the groom) came and said, that he was very sorry,
that_his master had drove out that morning in his
curricle. Hawkins paused for some time, and said,
¢ we must not be disappointed of our jauntat any -
‘rate; I'll send to a person who will furnish us with
one ;™ accordingly Underwood was dispatched with
this message, They all walked to Blacktriar's.
bridge, where they found a one- horse buggy, which
she refusing to go in, they returned to the cham-
bers. As Hawkins saw that her spirits were low
through the disappointment, he told “her not to be
cast down; that the next morning they would go
to the bank, and that he would sell out goool. which
he had in the funds, and that henceforward every
thing would be right; that she would hear his
name called over by the man in the red cloak,
which was done when prsons of fashion enly went
to seli out. On Sunday night he told her, as'his
furniture .was not come iny that he thought it
VOL, I 3P would
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“would be best to write to her aunt for some articles
which they wanted ; at length shé consented 5 he
took up a piece of paper, and wrote a note in het
name for a pair of sheets, to her aunt, to which he
added, without her knowledge, “ send all the

late.” He called a porter, and sent the note by
im, who returned with all the articles he had writ-
ten for. When the laundress took out the sheets to
put them on the bed, she followed her into the
room, with a view of knowing something of Haw-
kins ; she began by asking her if the bed was well
aired ; the laundress said, she believed no one had
lain in it since the last lodger; Hawkins came iny
and prevented any further conversation. ‘The next
morning they went to the bank, accompanied by
Underwood, where she actually did hear the man
in the red cloak call out the name of Hawkins
twice, but Hawkins did not answer, as he said he
. did not wish to make himself too public, lest his
father should hear he was sclling out stock. In.a
short time, he shewed her a paper, part written and
part printed, filled with the sum of goool. Oa
secing this paper filled with so largg a sum, all her
uneasiness was removed. He aske} ber it she was
now satisfied? and she said yes. They got out of
the coach at St, Paul’s, and walked to the cham.
bers. Mr. Postan, the broker, came in the even-
ing, and said he could afford to give no more for
the furniture than 381. she objected to so small asum
and said they cost her 140l and that she would
much rather have them sold by public auction, for
she was not ashamed to have them sold in that
manner, as she did not owe a farthing in that
neighbourhcod, or any place else. Hawkins said,
it would take some time to dispose of them in that
manner, and might eud in the disappomtmcn;:_f
' taeIr
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their journey to Scotland, from which he had greas
expectations; that Mr, Postan was a man of hopor,
and that he, (Hawkins) would make up the defi-
ciency ; he said many'things besides, which she
could not recollect, to induce her to agree to the
proposal ; she still persisted in declaring, that
she could not think of parting with them for so
small 2 sum: she did not see Mr. Postan till the
things were sold, nor afterwards. On Touesday,
the next day, she was told that her furniture was
sold, but she never received a farthing of the money,
nor could she say who received it. On the morn-
ing of that day, as they were preparing to set out
for the Bank, Underwood came in; Hawkins
asked him if he had changed the 100l. bank note;
he replied that he had not, ‘and then produced two
guineas, which afterwards she had every reason to
think he had raised at the pawnbroker’s on her
property.  On Monday night she slept at the
chambers, and the next morning was told, that
Postan, the broker, called, but did not see him.
On Wednesday she insisted on going to her house,
which she found stripped of all her furniture,
returned to the chambers that evening, and slept
there that night. On Thursday she was permitted,
after much altercation, to visit a friend in Covent-
Garden : in her absence, Hawkins took a letter out
of her box, which he made the ground of a quarrel.
She now began to find, when it was too late, that
she was duped, and scarce slept a wink that night,
She began to upbraid Hawkins with his duplicity,
when he flew into a passion, and exclaimed, ¢ What
redress could a creature like her expect 1°* Shespent
that night in great uneasiness, as she did not wish to
leave her boxes behind her. On Friday, Hawkins
told her, that she should have part of ber own

. aPa ~ furniture
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furniture back again for the use of her house, or
that, if she did not like chambers, he would give
her sol. to take lodgings in Wessminster, and that
if she did not think her trunks secure, thatthey
should be lodged in the Salopian coffee-house: he
wanted her 10 join him in a bond of 200l. which
she refused to_do; and on the same day she mads
her escape A seal, a miniature picture, with the
setting broken, were now shewn to her, which she
identified as her property. Mr. Alley, counsel for
the piosecution, called Mr. Jones, a hair dresser,
who deposed, that in January last the prisoner
Hawkins gave him a bundle to carry to Mary
Evans, somewhere near Goswell-street. He said,
it contained a petticoat, gown, shawl, and one

icce of whole muslin; he delivered it to Mary
Evans, as he was desired; h  said he never saw
Hawkins before that time in his life, to his know-
Jedge. Mary Cole was then calied, who said she
+ lived in the Strand. Hawkins called at her house
about the 24th of Jannary, with a bundle, con-
taining some articles of wearing apparel, which he
said he had got from his mother,  She could not
call to her memory whether he had a watch or not;
but, to the best of her recoliection he had a watch.
Mr. Alicy then called Mary Evans, (a genteel
girl, about 1§ years of a_¢,) who said she received
a bundle from Hawkins, containing gowns, petti-
coats, one picce of muslin, and a shawl, in lieu,
shesupposed, of things which he had taken from
her, which she delivered to an .pdicer in Bow-
street.  Josiah Bray, a peace-officer, produced the
bundle, which was then opened, and the contents
shewn to Mary M urner, the prosecutrix, who said
that the gowns, pktticoats, shawls, and muslin,
were her property, . Another peace-officer s:id,

e o t 3!.
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that, under the authority of 2 warrant, he search~
®d Hawkins’s chambers in Clifford’s-Inn, and trac-
ed him to new lodgings in the Temple, where he
found a seal, which Mrs. Marer identified as her
‘property. Daniel! Rees, a salesman, knew Haw-
ins ; he brought a veil to his shop to sell, and of-
fered to scll at the sanmte time a topaz ring; but
this witness did not buy either one or the other.—
Mary Rees, wife of the aforesaid Rees, knew Haw-
¥ins; recollected he had brougbt a veil to her bus-
band’s shop, but cobikd not recollect the time. He
said his mother Mved over the bridge, and that he
had many more of the kind to dispose of. She gave
him 2s. for the veil, which the prosecutsix said

cost six and thirty. Mary Delantry, the laundress,
said, she recollected the lady, Mrs. Marner, very
‘well; that the night she went to lay the sheets on
the bed, the lady fallawed her into the room, but
that Ms. Hawkins came in immediately artey her,
and huffed her (the laundress) for having spoken
to the lady. Laurence Delantry deposed, that on
a Sunday night he received a note from My. Haw-
kins, 10 go to Ranclagh-Walk for somne atticles 3
and thar, as he was just goiig, Mr. Underwood
said to him, ‘¢ If you are asked in Cheisea where
you are 1o take the property to, don’t tell them.™
~—DPostan. the broker, deposed, that Underwoed
ealled on him, on Monday morning, with a bill of
sale, made out by Mr. Wilkinson. Underwood
told him that Mr. Wilkinson recommended himy to
bhim, The witness answered, that Mr. Wilkinsen
was a very honest man, The valuation of the
goods was’ made” by his clerk. He said- the goods
were well worsth g4ol. but he would not recommend
him ta give moré than 38l.  He appointed to meet
2P3 Undexs

)
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Underwood at the Chapter Coffee-House, firom
whence they went to Ciifford’s-Inn, where he saw
the lady, Mrs. Marner. She secmed to think 38l
too little, as they cost 140l. He (Postan) said,
that was the utmost he couldfafford to give, as
" thee was a great deal of diffe.énce betwixt buying
and selling.  She wished .they should be sold by
public aucrion, as she thought they woold bring
snore, He, the witness, said; she might do as she
pleased, but that she would find, if she sold them
by public auction, they woudcbe cut up by com-
mission. and other contingent expences. Mr. Haw-
kins said to the lady, *¢ My dear, we can’t think
of selling them by public auctiom, as you know
we are to go into the country.” ~He did not know
from any «ntry, trcm his own memory, from his
clerk, or from any other means, how these goods
were disposed of.  Part of them, perhaps, was sold
3n the first sale.  Mr. Underwood, the son of Br,
Underwood, was now called, who deposed, that
Underwood, the prisoner, was not his brother ; he
bad s.en hin before, however, at a gentleman’s
‘house; h w often he coyld not recollect. The
prisoners were now called upon for their defence.—
As they had no counse}, Underwood undertock the
defence of both, which he read from a paper of
considerable length. The substance was, that his
fath:r was a gentleman and a scholar; that by
untoreseen misfortunes he was reduced ro distress,
~—He strove, however, under accumulated misfor-
tunes, to give his children a good education.  He
€Underwood) was artigled to Mr, Bolton, an emi-
went attorney. in 1793 He servéd his clerkship to
the satisfction, he was conscious, of his master,
and thuse who were employed in the same office.—,
: "~ As

-
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As the circle of his connection was narrow, he saw
that he should have many difficulties to contend
svith, if he should attempt to follow the profession
he was bred to; in consequence of which he turn- .
€d his attention to the army, as he bad some very
respectable acquaintances in that line.  8cveral cir-
cumstances,” however, induced him td turn his
thoughts to some other mode of lif¢,-though he
was promised an ensigncy at the time. He com-
g:gined very-much cf the manner in which his bro-
ther’s character and his own had been m srepresent-
«d in the newspapers. - They were held out to the’
public in all the caricature,of Bond-street loun-
gers, than which there was not a character that
‘he held in a higher degree:of conterapt. When
first brought to Bow-street, they were stated in the
ublic prints to have appeasgdin puckered sleeves,
rarge breeches, monstrous:gzed boots—when the
fact was, that they wore thé very same dress at the
time in which the court s3fw them, and he would
leave it to the court and jury if it resembled in
atly manner the dress of a Bond.-street lounger.—
He then commented, in very severe terms, on the
character of the prosetutrix, the attorney, -and
counsel for the prosecution, and the gentleman
who, he supposed, instituted the prosecution. - Mr.
Alley said, the prosttution was instituted for the
ends of public justice, apnd-mat, as insinuated by
the prisoner, for the mesre gratification of malice
or private pique. The prisoner then called some
_ witnesses to his'character, among whom was Mr,
Debourg, who, being questioned by the court, de-
nicd that the prisoners were the sons of Lieut. Gen.
Hawkins, or nephews to Sir Cesar Hawkins, or
that they had ao uncle in the East Indies, or a bro-
ther in the guards. The jury having withdra}vn‘
: 3 - or
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“for about ten minutes, brought in both geilty.—
The court immediately passed sentenee on them, to
be transported for the term of seven years. The
prisoners, who, throughout the whole of the trial,
conducted themselves with great propriety, bowed
on receiving their sentence.

HAWKSWORTH, WILLIAM, (MURDER~
ER,} was a.native of Yorkshire, and born of re-
putable parents, who gave him such an education
as was proper to qualify him for a considerable
trade ; but being of a disposition too unsettled to
think of business, he enlisted for a soldier, in the
hope of being promoted in the army. After he
had served some time, -and found himself disap-

ointed in the expectation of preferment, he made
Interest to obtain bis'discharge, and then entered
into the service of a’gentleman, with whom he bes
‘haved in a proper magner for a considerable time 3
but not being content Jrith his situation, be repair-
ed to London, and again enlisted as a soldier in the
foot-guards. In this station he remained four -
years, during two of which he was servant to the
colonel, who entertzined a very good opinion of
him. At this time party disputes ran very high,
and the soldiers weie frequently the subjeets of the
contempt and derision of the populace. - While
Hawksworth was marching, with others, te rclieve
the guard in St. James®s park, a man, named Ran-
som, who had a woman in his company, jostled
him, and cried, ‘What a stir is here about king
George's soldiers1™ Hawkesworth, imagining the
woman had incited him to this behavious, quimd
his rank, and gave her a blow on the face.” kiri-
tated hereby, Ransom called him a puppy, and
demanded the reason of such behaviour to the wo-
man. The term of reproach enraged Hawksworh,

ta
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to such a degree, that he knocked the other down
with his musket, and then the soldiers marched on
to relieve the guard. In the mean time a crowd of
people gathered round Ransom, and finding he was
much wounded, put him in a chair, and sent him
to a surgeon, who examined him, and found his.
skull fractured to such a degree, that there were
no hopes of his recovery, and he died in a few
hours.  Hereupon a person, who had been wit-
ness to what passed in the park, went to the Savoy,
and having learnt the name of the offender, caused
Hawkswarth to be taken into custody, and he was
commitied to Newgate. When broughe to trial,
the colonel whom he had served gave him a mo-
excellent character; but the facts were so clearly
proved, that the jury could do no otherwise than
-convict him, and judgment ot death passed accord=
ingly. For some time after sentence he flattered
himself with the hope of a repricve; but when the
warrant for his eaccution arrived, he seriously pre-.
pared to meet his fate. He solemnly averred that
Ransom struck him first, and said he did not re-
collect the circumstance ot leaving his rank to
strike the blow that occasioned the death ot the
other. He declared he had no mali e again t the
deceased, and therefore thought him-elf acquirted
in his own mind of the crime of murder. He be-
haved in a very contrite manner, and received the
sacrament with sincere devotion. A few minutes
before he was executed, be made a specch to the
surrounding multitude, advising them to kecp a
strict guard over their pawions. He lamentcd the
situation of the common soldiers, who are consi-
dered a. cowards if they do not resent an mjury 3
and if they™do, are liable to endure legal puni-h-

ment for the comequences that may arise from such
’ resent-
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rssentment. However, he advised his brethren of
the army to submit with patience to the indigni-
ties that might be offered, and trust to the good-
ness of God to 1ecompence their sufferings. He
suffered at Tyburn the 37th of June, 1733, at the

age of 27 years.®

HAYDEN, JAMES. See IDSwELL, .

HAYES, CATHARINE, (TRAITORESS,)
was the daughter of a poor man of the name of
Hall, who lived near Birmingham. She remained
with her parents till she was about 15 years old,
and then, haviog a dispute with her mother, she
left her home, and set out with a view of going to
London. Her person being rather engaging, and
some officers in the army meeting with her on the
road, prevailed on her to accompany them to their
quarters, at Great Ombersley in Worcestesshire,
where she remained with them a considerable time.
=~—On being dismissed by these officers, she strolled
about the country, till arriving at the house of Mr.
Hayes, a farmer in Warwickshire, the farmer’s
wife hired her as a servant. When she had conti-
nued a short time in this service, Mr. Hayes’s son
fell violently in love with her, and a private mar-
riage took place, which was managed in the fol-
lowing manner: Catharine left the house early in
the morning, and the younger Hayes being a car.
penter, prevailed on his mother to let him have
some money to buy tools; but as soon as he bad
got

* The reader will no doubt agree with us, that
many, less deserving clemency, have been often
pardoned. To gratity a prejudiced and jnfatvated
populace, was perhaps the chief motive of execut-
1og the law. EpiTos.
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got it he set outy and meeting his sweetheart at a
place they had ageeed on, they went to Worces-
ter, where the nuptial rites were celebrated. At
this time it happened that the officers, by whom "
she ‘had been seduced, were at Worcester, and
hearing of her marriage, they caused young Hayes
to be taken out of bed from his wife, under pre-
tence that he had ealisted ia the army. Thus
situated, he was compelled to send an account of
the whole transaction to his father, who, though
offended with his son for the rash step he had taken,
went to a magistrate, who attended him to Wor-
cester, and demanded by what authority the young
man was detained. The officers endeavoured to
excuse their conduct : but the inagistrate threaten-
ing to commit them to prison if they did not re-
lease him, the young fellow immediately obtained
" his liberty. The father, irritated at the imprudent
conduct of his son, severely censured his proceed-
ings ; but considering that what was passed could
not be recalled, had good sense enough ot to per- .
severe in his opposition to an unavoidable event.—
Mzr. Hayes now furnished Lis son with money to
begin business for himself; and the young couple
were in a thriving way, and appeared to live in
harmony : but Mus. Hayes, being naturally of a
restless disposition, prevailed on her hushand to en-
list for a soldier. The regiment in which heserved
being ordered to the Isle of Wight, Catherime
followed him thither. He had not been long there
before his father procured his discharge, which, as
it bappened in the time of war, was attended with
an expeace of 6ol. On the return of young Hayes
and his wife, the father gave them an estate of xol,
per annum, to which he afterwards added a,nothe;-
»
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of 161. which, with the profit of their trade, would
have been amply sufficient for their support. The
husband bove the .character of an honest, well-dis-
posed man; he treated his wife very indulgently,
yet she constantly complaingd of the covetousness
of his disposition: but he had much more reason
to complain.of her disposition, for she was turbu-
lent, quarrelsome, and perpetually exciting dis-
‘putes among her neighbours. The elder Mr. H.
observing with concern how unfortunately his son
was matched, advised him to leave her, and settle
in some place where she might not find him. Such,
however was his attachment to her, that he could
not comply with this advice ; and she had the power
of persuading him to come to Longion, after they
had been married about six years. On their arri-
val in the metropolis, Mr. Hayes took a house,
part.of which he let into lodgings, and opened a
shop in the chandlery and coal-trade, in which he
was as successful as he could have wished, Ex-
clusive of his profit by shop keeping, he acquired
a great deal of money by lending small sums on
pledges, for at tkis time the trade of pawnbroking
was tollowed by any one at pleasure, it having
been then subject to -no regulation. Mrs. Hayes's
conduct in London was still more repichensible
thau it had been in the country. The chief plea-
sure of her life consisted in creating and encou-
raging quarrels among her neighbours; and, in-
deed, her unhappy disposition discovered itsclf on
every occasion. Sometimes she would speak of her
husband, to his acquaintance, in terms of great
tenderness and respect; and at other times she
. would represent him to her female associates as a
compound of every thing that was contemptible
in
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in human nature. On a particular occasion, she
told a woman of her acquaintance, that she should
think it no more sin to murder him, than to kill 2
dog. At length her husband finding she made per-
rmal disturbances in the neighbourhood, thought
prudent to remove to Tottenham-court-road,
where he carried on his former business; but not
being as suecessful here as he couvld have wished,
he took another house in Tyburn-road, since called
©Oxford-road. Here he continued his practice of
Jending small sums of money on pledges, till hav-
ing acquired a decent competency, he left off house-
keeping, and hired lodgings near the same spot.—
Tho. Billings, a journeyman taylor, and a sup-
posed son of Mrs, Hayes's, by her former connec-
tions, lodged in the house with Mrs. Hayes, and
the husband having gone into the country on bu-
siness, his wife and this man indulged themselves
in every species of extravagance. On Hayes's
return, some of his neighbours told him how his
wife had been wasting his substance, on which he
severely censured her conduct, an:l a quarrel arising
between them, they proceeded from words to blows,
It was commonly thought that she formed the re.
“solution of murdering him at this time, as: the
quarrel happened only six weeks hefore his fatal’
exit. She now hegan to sound the disposition of
Billings, to whom she faid it was impossible for
her to live longer with her husband ; and rhe urged
all possible arguments to pievail on him to aid her
in the commission of the murder, which Billings
sesisted for some time, but at length complied.—
At this period Tho. Wood, an acquaintance of
Mr. Hayes, arrived from the country; and as he
was appieheisive of being impressed, Hayes kindly
took him into bis house, and promised to use his
C 2 intergst
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interest in procuring him some employment. Aftet
a few days residence, Mrs. Hayes proposed to him
the murder of her husband; but the man was
shocked at the thought of destroying his friend and
benefactor, and told her he would have no concern
in so atrocious a deed. However, she artfully
urged that ¢ he was an atheist,” and it could be no
crime to destroy a person who had no religion or
goodness—that he was himself a murderer, having -
killed a man in. the country, and likewise two of
his own children, one of which he had buried un-
der a pear-tree, and the other under an apple tree.”
She likewise said, that her husband’s death would
put her into possession of 1500l. of the whole of
which Wood should have the disposal, if he would
assist her and Billings in the perpetration of the
murder. Wood went out of town a few days after
this, and on his returp found Mr. and Mrs. Hayes
and. Billings in company together, having drank
till they had put themselves into the utmost appa-
rent good humor. Wood sitting down at Hayes’s
request, the latter said they had drank a guinea’s
worth of liquor, but notwithstanding this, he was
not drunk, A proposal was now made by Bil-
lings, that if Hayes could drink six bottles of
mountain without being drunk, he would pay for
it; but that Hayes should be the paymaster if the
Jiquor made him drunk, or if he failed of drinking
the quantity. This proposal being agreed to,
Wood, Billings, and Mrs. Hayes, went toa wine=~
vault to buy the wine, and, on their way, this
wicked" woman reminded the men that the present
would be a good opportunity of committing the.
murder, as her husband would be perfectly intoxi-
¢ated. The mind of Wood was not yet wrought

e 4
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: wp to a proper pitchi for the commissien of a crime
_'so atrecious as the murder of 2 man who had shel-

tered and protected him; and this too at a time
when his mind must necessarily be unprecpared for
the Jannching into eternity. Mrs. H. had there-
fore recourse to her former arguments, urging thae
it would be no sin to kill him; and Billings se-
conding all she said, and declaring he was ready to
‘take a part in the horrid deed, Wood was at length
prevailed on to become one of the exccrable but-
chers.  Thus agreed, they went to the wine-vaulty
*where Mrs. Hayes paid half a guinea for six bot-
‘sles of wine, which being sent home by a porter,
My, Hayes began to drink it, while his intentional
murderers regaled themselves with beer.  'When he
had taken a considerable quantity of the wine, he
danced about the room like a man distracted, and
at length finished the whole quantity ; but not
being then in an absolute state of stupefaction,
kis wife sent for another bottle, which he likewise
drank, and then fell senseless on the floor. Hav-
Ing lain some time in this condition, he geot, with
much difficulty, into another soom, and threw him-
self on a bed. When he was asleep, his wife told
ber associates that now wis the time to execute
their plan, as there was no fear of any resistance
en his part.  Accordingly, Billings went into the
‘soom with a hatchet, with which he struck Hayes
so violently, that he fractured his skull. At this
time Hayes’s feet hung off the bed, and the tor-
ture arising from the blow, made him stamp re-
eatedly on the floor, which being heard by Wood,
gc also went into the room, and taking the batchet
out of Billing’s hand, gave the poor man two
‘marg blows, which effectually dispatched him. A
222 woman,
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woman, named Springate, who lodged in the room
over that where the murder was committed, hear-
ing the noise occasioned by Hayes's stamping,
imagined that the partics might have quarielled in
consequence of their intoxication ; and going down
stairs, she told Mis. Hayes that the noisc had a-
wakened her husband, child, and herself. Cathe-
rine had a ready answer to this: she «aid some
company had visited them, and were grown merry,
but they were on the point ot taking their leave g
. with which answer Mrs. Springate returned to her
room well satisfied. The murderess then cone
sulted on the best manncet ot disposin - of the bodye
s0 as most cffectually to prevent detection. Mrs<
Hayes ptopos-d to cut off the head, because ir the
body.was tornd whole, it would be mere likely to
be known. The vilains acreeing to this proposi-
tion, she fetched a pail, lighted a candle, and all
of them going into the room, the men drew the
budy partly off the bed, when Billings supported
the heal, while -Wood, with his pocket-knite, cut
it.off, and the infamous woman held the pail to
receive it, being as careful as possitle that the Hoor
might not be stained wi h the blood. This being
done, they poured the blood out of the pail into a
sink by the window, and poured_several pails of
water after it; but notwithstanding all this care,
Mr.. Springate observed some congealed blood the
next moinmg ; though at that time she did wot in
the least suspect what had passed. It was likewise
observed, that the maiks of the blood were visibie
on the floor tor some weeks afterwards, though
Mrs. Ha\es had scraped it with a knife and washe
ed it.  When the head was cat off, this diabolical
woman fecommended the boiling it till the @esh
. o should
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should part from the bones; but the other parties
thought this operation would take up too much
time, and therefore advised the throwing it into the
‘Thames, in expectation that it would be carried off
"By the tide, and sink. This agreed to,'the head was
put into the pail, and Billings took it under his great
coat, being accompanied by Wood ; but making a
Rowe in going down stairs, Mrs. Springate called,and
asked what was the matter; to which Mrs. Hayes
answered, that her husband was going a journey,
and, with incredible dissimulation, she affected to
take her leave of him, and, as it was now past ele-
wen, pretended great concern that he was under a
necessity of going at so late an hour. By this arti-
fice Wood and Billings passed out of the house un-
noticed, and went to Whitehall, where they intended
to have thrown in the head; but the gates being
shut, they went to a wharf near the horse-ferry,
‘Westminster. Billings putting down the pail, Woad
threw the head into the dock, expecting it would
have been carried away by the stream ; but at this
time the tide was ebbing, and a lighterman, who was
then in his vessel, heard something fall into the dock,
but it was too dark for hin to distinguish objects.
The murderers baving thus disposed of the head,
went home, and were let in by Mrs. Hayes, with-
out the knowledge of the lodgers. On the follow-
ing morning, soon after day-break, as a watchman,
named Robinson, was going off his stand, he saw
the pail, and looking into the dock observed the
head of a man. Having procured some witnesses
to this spectacle, they took out the head, and ob-
serving the pail to be bloody, concluded that it was
brought therein from some distant part, The
Jighterman now said that be had heard something

' : 293 throwa



450 HAYES.

thrown into the dock; and the magistrates and
parish officers having assembled, gave strict orders
that the mo-t diligent search should be made after
the body, which, howver, was not found till some
time afterwards; for, when <he murderers had con-
versed together on the disposal of the body, Mrs,
Hayes had proposed that it should be put into a
box, and buricd, and the other parties agreeing to
this, she purchased a box, which, on being sent
home, was found too little to contain it; on which
‘she recommended the chopping off the legs and
arms, which was dene; bat the box being stiil too
emall, the thighs were likcwise cut off, and all the
parts packed up together, and the box put by till
night, when Wood and Billings took our the picces
of the mangled body, and putiing them into two
blankets, carried them into a pond near Marybone
which being done, they returned to their lodgings,
and Mrs. Springate, who had still no suspicion of
what had passed, opened the door for them. In
the interim the magistrates directed that the head
should be washed clean, and the hair combed;
after which it was put on a pole in the church-yard
of St. Margaret, Westminster, that an opportunity
“might be atforded tor its being viewed by the pub-
‘lic. Orders were likewise given that the parish
‘officers should attend this exhibitipn of the head, to
take into custody any suspicious person who might
discover signs of guilt on the sight of it. The
high constable of Westminster, on a presumption
that the body might, on the tollowinz night, be
thrown where the head had been, gave private
orders to the inferior constables, to attend during
the night, and stop all coaclies, or other carriages,'’
. or
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or persons with burdens, cdmi;ng near the spot,and

examine if they could find the budy, or any of the
limbs, The head being exposed on the pole, so
excited the curiosity of the public, that immense
crowds of people of all ranks went to view it ; and
among the rest was 2 Mr. Bennet, apprentice to
the King’s organ. builder, who having looked at it
with great attention, said, he thoaght it was the
head of Hayes, with whom he had been some time
acquamted : and hereupon he went to Mrs. Hayes,
and telling her his suspicions, desired-she would go
and take a view of the head. Tn answer hereto,
she said that her hushand was in good health, and
desired him to be cautious of what he said, as such
a declaration might occasion him a great deal of
trouble, on which, for the prescat, Bennet took
1o farther notice of the affais. A jourweyman tay-
lor, named Patrick, who worked in Monmouth-
strect, having likewise taken a view of the head,
told his master, on his return, that he was confident
i was tlie head of Hayes; on which some other
Journeymen in the same shop, who had likewise
known the dereased, went and saw it, and return-
ed perfeetly assured that it was so.  As Billings
worked at this very shop in Monmouth street, one
of these journeymen observed to him, that he must
know the head, as he lodged in Hayes’s house 5
but Billings said he had lett him well'in bed when
be caine to work in the morning, and therefore it
could not belong to him. On the following day
Mrs. Hayes gave Wood a suit of clothes which
belonged to her husband, and sent him to Har-
row on the Hill. As Wood was going down stairs
with the bundle of clothes, Mrs. Springate asked
him what he had got ; to which Mys. Hayes readily

replied,

a
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replied, a suit of clothes he had borrowed of an ae,
quaintance. On the second day'after the comnmis-
sion of the muvder, Mrs. Hayes being visited by &
Mr. Longmore, the former asked what was the
"pews of the town ; when the latter said that the
public conversation was wholly engrossed by the

head which was fixed in St. Margaret’s church-
yard. Hereupon Catherine exclaimed against the
wickedness of the times, and said she bad been told
that the body of a murdered woman, had been
found in the fields that day. Wood coming from
Harrow on the Hill on the following day, Cathe-
.. rine told him that the head was found, and giving
him some other clothes that had belonged to her
husband, and five shillings, said she would continue
to supply him with money. . After the head had
been exhibited tour days, and no discovery.made,
a surgeon, namned Westbrook, was desired to put it
in a glass of spirits to prevent its putrifying, and
keep it for the tarther inspection of all who chose
to take a view of it, which was accordingly done.
Soon after this Mrs. Hayes quitted her lodgings,
and removed tp the house of Mr, Jones, a distiiler,
paying Mrs. Springare’s rent also at the former
lodgings, and wking her with her. Wood and
Billings likewise removed with her, whom she con-
tinued to supply with n.oney, and cmployed herself
principally in collecting cash that had been owing
to her late husband. A sisterof Mr. Huyes's, who
_lived in the country, having married a Mr. Davies,
Hayes had lent Davies some money, for which he
had taken his hond ; which bond Catherine finding
among Mr. Hayes's papess, she employed a person
to wrice a letter in the name of the deccased, de-
manding ten pounds in part of payment, and threat-
: . ¢ping
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ening a prosecution ih case of refusal. Mr. Hayes’s
mother being still living, and Davies unable to pay
the money, he applied to the old gentlewoman for
assistance, who agrecd to pay the money on eondi-
tion that the bond was sent into the country ; and
‘wrote to London, intimating her consent o to do,
having no suspiciom of the hoirid transaction which
had taken place. In the mean time incredible num-
bers of people resorted to see the head, and among
the rest a poor woman from Kingsland, whose hus-
band had been absent from the very time that the
murder was perpetrated.  After a minute survey of
the head, she believed it was that of her husband,
though she could not be absolutely positive. How-
ever, her suspicions were so strong, that strict
search was made after the body, on a presumption
that the clothes might help her to ascertzin it. Mr.
“Hayes not being visible for a considerablc time, his
“friends could not help making enquiry after him.
A Mr. Ashby in particular, who had been on the
most friendly terms with bim, called on Mrs.
Hayes, and demanded what was become of him.
Catherine pretended to account for his absence by
communicating the following intelligence, as a mat-
ter that must be kept profoundly secret :—¢¢ Some
time ago (~aid she) he happened to have a dispute
with a nan, and from words they came to blows, sp
‘that Mr, Hayes killed him. The wife of the de-
ceased made up the affair, on Mr. Hayes's pro-,
mising to pay her a certain annual allowaace: but
he not being able to make i gaod, she ihreatened
to inform against him, on which he absconded.”—
‘This method ¢f accounting for the ab~enec of his
friend was by no means satisfactory to Mr. Ashby,
who asked ber if the head that had been exposed zx»:;
!
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the pole was that of the man who had been kiiled
by her husband.  She readily answered in the nee
gative, adding that the party had been buried en=
tire; and that the widow had her husband's bond
for the payment of fifteen pounds a year. Ashby .
enquiring to what part of the world Mr. Hayes was
gone, she said to Portugal, in company with some
gentlemen ; but she had yet received no letter from
him, The whole of this story seemed highly im=-
probable to Mr. Ashby, who went to'a Mr. Long-
more, a gentleman nearly related to Hayes, and i¢
was agreed between them that Mr. Longmoie
should call on Catherine, and have some conversa=
, tion: but not let her know that Ashby had been
with him, for they supposed that by comparing the
two accounts together, they might form a very
robable judgment of the matter of fact. Accord-
ingly, Longmore went to Catherine, and enquired
after her husband. In answer to his questions, she
said she presumed Mr. Ashby had rgatgd the cir-
cumstance of his misfortune; but Longmore ree
plied, that he had pot seen Ashby for a consider-
able time, and expressed his hope that her husband
was not imprisoned for debt. ¢ No, (she replied}
it is much worse than that.”” ¢ Why, (said Long~
more) has he murdered any one?** To this she
answered in the afirmative; and desiring him to
walk into another room, told him almost the same
story as she had done to Mr. Ashby, but instead of
saying he was gone to Portugal, said he had retired
to Hertfordshire, and, in fear of being attacked,
had taken four pistols to defend himself. It was
now remarked by Mr. Longmore, that it was iin-
prudent for him to travel thus armed, as he was
liable to be taken up on susyicion of being a high-

wayinan,,
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wrayman, and if such a circumstance should happen,’
be would find it no easy matter to procure a dis-
charge. Sheé allowed the justice of this remark,
but said that Mr. Hayes commonly travelled in
that manner. She likewisc said that he was once
taken into custody on suspicion of being a high-
wayman, and conducted to a magistrate, but a’
gentleman who was casually present happening to
know him, gave bail for his appearance. To this
Longmore observed, that the justice of peace must
have exceeded his authority, for that the law re-
quired that two parties should bail a person charged
on suspicion of Eaving robbed ou the highway. In
the course of conversation, Mr. Longmore asked
&er what sum of money her husband had in his pos-
session. To which she replied, that he had seven-
teen shillings in his pocket, and about twenty-six
goineas sowed within the lining of his coat. She
added, that Mrs. Springate knew the truth of all
these circumstanées, which had induced her to pay
that woman’s rent at the former lodgings, and
bring her away. Mrs. Springate having been inter.
rogated by Longmore, averred the truth of all thag
Catherine had said, and added that Mr. Hayes was
avery cruel husband, having behaved with remark-
able severity-to his wife: but Mr. Longmore said
this must be false, for to his knowledge, he was re-
markably tehder and indulgent of her. Longmore
went immediately to Mr. Ashby, and said, that
from the difference of the stories Catherine had told
them, he had little doubt but that poor Hayes had
been murdered. Hereupon they determined to go
to Mr. Eaton, who was one'of the life-guards, and
nearly related to the deceased, and to communicate
their suspicions to him, but Eatdn happening to be

absent from home, they agreed to go again to West-
minster,
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minster, and survey the head with more care and
attention than they had hitherto done. On theie
arrival, the surgeon told them that a poor woman
from Kingsland had, in part, owned the head as
that of her husband, but she was not so absolutely
certain as to swear that it was so, and that they were
very welcome to take another view of it. This
¢they did, and agreed in apinion that it was actually
the head of Hayes. On their return, therefore,
they called at Eaton’s house, and took him with
them to dine at Mr. Loagmore’s, where the subject
of conversation ran naturally on tbe supposed dis—
covery they had made. A brother of Mr. Long-
more coming in at this juncture, listened to theie
conversation, and remarked that they proposad that
M:e. Eaton should go to Mrs. Hayes, at the expira-
tion of two or three days, and make enquirics after
ker husband, similar to those which had been made
by the other gentlemen. ' To this Longmore’s
Bbrother urged his objections, observing, that-as
they had rearon to think their suspicious so well
founded, it would be very ill policy to lose any
time, since the murderers would certainly effect an
escape if they should hear they were suspected 5 and
as Wood and Billings were drinking with Mr. Hayes
the last time he was scen, he advised that they
should be immediately taken into custody. This
advice appeared so reasonable, that all the parties
agreed to follow it; and going soon aftetwards to
Justice Lambert, they told him their suspicions,
and the reasons on which they were founded. The
magistrate immediately granted his warrant for the
apprchension of Catherine Hayes, Thomas Wood,
Thomas Billings, and Mary Springate, on suspicion
of their having been guilty of the murder of Johm
‘Hayes: and Mr, Lawmbert, anxious that there

should
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should be no failure in the execution of the war-
rant, determined to attend in person. Hereupon,
having procured the assistance of two ofticers of the
life-guards, and taking with him the several gentle-
men who had given the information, they went to
M. Jones's, thedistiller, (Mrs, Hayes's lodgings)
about nine o’clock at night. As they were goin
up stairs without any ceremony, the distiller desir
to know by what authority they made so free in his
house; but Mr. Lambert infonming him who he
was, no farther opposition was made to their pro-
ceedings. The magistrate going to the door of
Mrs. Hayes'sroom, rapped with hiscane, on which
she said, ¢ Who is there ?* and he commanded her
to open the door immediately, or it should be broke
open. To this she replied, that she would open it
as soon as she had put on her clothes, and she did
so in little more than a minute, when the justice
ordered the parties present to take her into custody.
At this time Billings was sitting on the side of the
bed, bare-legged; on which Mr. Lambert asked
if they had been sleeping together; to which Cathe-
rine replied, ¢¢ No;" and said that Billings had
becn mending his stockings. On this the justice -
observed, that bis sight must be extremely good, as
‘there aas neither fire nor candle in the room awben
they came to the door. Some of the parties remain-
ing below, to secure the prisoners, Mr. Longmore
. went up stairs with the justice, and took Mius,
Sprisgate into custody ; and they were all conduct-
ed together to the house of Mr. Lambert. This
magistrate having examined the prisoners separatcly
far a considerable time, and all of them positively
persisting in-their ignorance of any thing respecting
she murder, they were separately committed for re-
sxamination on the following day, before Mu. L;m;
3R . e
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bert, and other magistrates. Mirs, Springite wag

sent to the Gate-house, Billings to New-Prison, an
Mrs. Hayes to Tothill-field- Bridewell. When the
peace-officers, attended by Longmore, went the
next day to fetch up Catherine to her examination,
she earnestly desired to see the head : and it beihg
thought prudent to grant her request, shg was car-
ried to the surgeon's, and no sooner was the head
shewn to her, thau she exclaimed, ¢ Oh! it is my
dear husband’s head! It is my dear busband’s
head !> She now took the glass in her arms, and
shed many tears while she embraced it.  Mr, West-
brook told her that he would take the head out of
the glass, that she might have a more perfect view
of it, and be certain that it was thesame. The sur-
.geon doing as hie had said, she scemed to be greatly
affected, and having kissed the.head several times,
she begged to be indulged with a lock of the hair;
and on Mr. Westbrook expressing his apprchension
that she had too much of his blood already, she fell
into a fit; and on her recovery was conducted to
Mr. Lambert’s, ta take her examination with the
other parties. Oun the morning of this day, asa
gentleman and his servant were crossing the ficlds
near Marybone, they observed something lyingina
ditch, and taking a nearer view of it; they found
that it consisted of some of the parts of a human
body. Shocked at the sight, the gentleman dis-
- patched his servant to get assistance to investigate
the affair farther; and some labouring men being
procured, they dragged the pond, and found the
other parts of the body wrapped in a blanker; but
no head was to be found. A constable brought in-
telligence of this fact while Mrs. Hayes was under
examination before the justices, a ciccumstance that
cone
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eontributed to strengthen the idea conceived of her
uilt. Notwithstanding this, she still persisted in
‘her innocence : but the magistrates paying no re-
ard to her declarations, committed her to Newgate
or trial. Wood being at this time out of town, it
was thought prudent to defer the farther examina-
tion of Billings and Springate, till he should be
taken into custody. On the morning of the succeed-
ing Sunday, he came on horseback to ;he house
where Mrs. Hayes had Jodged when the murder was
gommitted ; when he was told that she had remgved
to Mr, jones’s. Accordingly he rode thither, and
enquired for her ; when the people knowing that he
was one of the parties charged with the murder,
were disposed to take him into custody ; however,
their fear of his having pistols prevented their do«
ing so ; but, unwilling that such an atrocious offen-
der should escape, they told him that Mrs. Hayes
was gone to the Green-Dragon in Kini-ostrect, on
a visit, (which house was kept by Mr. Longmore, )
and they sent a person with him, to direct him to
the place. The brother of Longmore being at the
door on his arrival, and knowing him well, pulled
him from his horse, and accused him of being an
accomplice in the morder. He was immediately de-
livered to the custody of some constables, who con-
ducted him to the house of Justice Lambert, before
whom he underwent an examination; but refusing
to make any confession, he was sent to Tothil]-
fields Brideweli for farther examination. On his
arrival at the prison, he was informed that the body
had been found: and not doubting but that the
whole affair would come to light, he begged that
he might be carried back to the justice’s housg.
This being made known to Mr. Lambert, -he sent
= 2R3z for
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for the assistance of two other magist:ates, and the
"prisoner being brought up, he acknowledged the
particulars of the murder, and signed his confes~
sion. It is thought that he entertained some hope
"of being admitted an evidence ; but as his surren-
. der was not voluntary, and as his accomplices were
in custody, the magistrates told him he must abide
the verdict of a jury. This wretched man owned
that since the perpetration of the crime, he had been
terrified at the sight of every'one he met, that he
had not experienced a moment's peace, and that his

" mind had been distracted with the most violent agi-
tations. His commitment was made out for New=
gate; but so exceedingly were the passions of the
: ﬁopulace agitated on the occasion, that it was feared
e would be torn to pieces by the mob; wherefore

it was thought prudent to procure a guard of aser-
"jeant and eight soldiers, who conducted him to pri-
son with their bayonets fixed. A gentleman, named
Mercer, having visited Mrs, Hayes in Newgate, the
day before Wood was taken inte custody, she de-
sired he would go to Billings, and urge him to.con-
fess the whole truth; as the proofs of their guilt
were such, that no advantage could be expected
from a farther deniai of the fact. Accordingly the
‘gentleman went to Billings, who, being carried be-
tore Justice Lambert, made a confession, agreeing
in all its circurastances with that of Wood; and
thereupon Mrs. Springate was set at liberty, as her
innocence was evid.nt from their concurrent testi-
mony. Numbers of people now went to sece Mrs.
"Hayes in Newgate ; and on her being asked what
could induce her to commit so atrocious a crime,
she gave very different answers at differenttimes §
but frequently alledged that Mr. Hayes had been
an

1
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“an unkind husband to her, a circumstance which
was contradicted by the report of every person who
knew the deccased. In the history of this woman
there is a strange my-tery. She called Billings her
son, and sometimes averred that he was really so,
but he knew nothing of her being his mother, nor
did her relations know any thing of the birth of
such a child. Tosome people she would affirm he
was the son of Mr. Hayes, born after marriages
but his father having an aversion to him while an
infant, he was put to nurse in the country, and all
farther care of him totally neglected on their com-
ing to London. But this story is altogether incre-
dible, because Hayes was not a man likely to have
deserted his child to the frowns of fortune: and
his parents had never heard of the birth of such a
son. Billipgs was equally incapable of giving a
satisfactory account of his own origin. All he
knew was, that he had lived with a country shoe-
maker, who rassed for his father, and had sent
him to school, and then put him apprentice to a
tailor. It is probable that she discovered him to
be her son, when she afterwards became acquaing-
ed with him in London ; and as some persons, who
came from the same part of the kingdom, said that
_Billings was found in a basket near a farm-house,
and supported at the expence of the parish, it may
be Eresumed that he was dropped in that manner

by his unnatural mothers Tho. Wood was born

néar Ludlow in Shropshire, and brought up to the
business of husbandry. He was so remarkable for
his harmless and sober conduct when a boy, as to
be very much esteemed by his neighbours. ~ On the
death of his father, his mother took a public-
pouss for the support of her children, of whom

2R 3 this



‘of the commission of the fact,

462 . /- maYes,

_this Thomas was the cldest, and he behaved so
“dutifully to his mother, that the loss of her hus-

band was scarcely felu He was equally diligent
abroad and at home ; for when the business of the
house was insufficient to employ him, he worked
for the farmers, by which he greatly contribored ta
the support of the family. On attaining years of
maturity he engaged himself as a waiter at an inn
in the country, from thence be removed to other
inns, and in all his places preserved a fair charac~
ter. At length he came 1o London, but being
afraid of being impressed, as already mentioned,
obtained the protection of Mr. Hayes, who, be-
haved in a very friendly manner to him, till the
arts of a vile woman prevailed on him to imbrue
his hands in the blood of his benefactor. Billings
and Wood having already made confessions, and
beig penetrated with the thought of the heinous
nature of their offence, determined to plead guiliy
to the indictments against them: but Mrs. Hayes
having made no tonfession, flattered hersef there
was a chance of her being acquitted, and there.
fore resolved to put herself on her tridl, in which
she was encouraged by some peaple that she met
with in Newgate. The indictmen: being opened,
and the witnesses heard, the jury, fully convinced

Q{und her guilty.—
The prisoners being brought to the bar to receive
sentence, Mrs. Hayes entreated that she might not
be burnt, according to the then law for petty trea-
son, alledging that she was not guilty, as she did
not strike the fatal blow; but she was informed
by the court, that the sentcnce awarded by the
law could not be dispensed with. Billings and

Wood urged, that, having made so full and free
' & con- -
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a confession, they hoped they should not be hung
in chains: but to this they received no answer.—
After conviction, the behaviour of "'Wooud was un-
commonly penitent and devout ; but while in the
condemned hole, he was seized with a violeat fe-
ver, and being attended by a clergyman to assist
him in his devotions, he confe-sed he was ready to
suffer death, under every mark of ignuminy, as
some atonement tor the atrocious crime he had
coinmitted ; however, he died in pri-on, and thus
defeated the final execution of thw law. At parti-
cular times Billings behaved with <incerity ; but at
others, prevaricated much in bis answers o the
questions put to him. On the whute, however,
he fuilly confessed his guilt, acknowledged the jus-
tice of hi- sentence, and said no punishinent could
be adequate to the excess of the crime to which he
had becn guilty.  The behaviour of Mrs, Hayes
weas somewhat similar to her former conduce. Hav-
ing an intention to destroy herself, she procured a
phial of strong poison, which being casually ta-ted
by a woman who was confined with her, it burnt
her lips; on which she broke the phial,- and there-
by frustrated her design. On the day of her death
she received the sacranent, and was drawn on a
sledge to the place of exccutiun.  Billings was exe-
cuted in the wsnal mammer, and hung in chains not
far trom the pond in which Mr. Ha:¢s's hody was
found, ip Marybone fickis. When tue wretched
woman had fuished her devotions, an iron chiin
was put round her body, with which she was nxed
to a stake near the gallows. Onghese occavons,
when women were burnt for petit treason, it was
customary to strangle them, by means of a rope
passed round the neck, and puiled by the execu«

sloner, so that they were dead before the fl.nes
reaciied
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veached the body. But this woman was literally
burnt alive 3 for the executioner letting go the rope
sooner than usual, in consequence of the flames
reaching his hands, the firc burnt fiercely round
her, aad the spectators beheld her pushing the
faggots from her, while she rent the air with her
cries and lamentations. Other faggots were in-
stantly thrown on her, but she survived amidst
_the flames for a considerable time, and her body
was not perfectly reduced to ashes in less than three
hours. They suffered at Tyburn, May 9, 1726.
Horrid and serious as the murder of Hayes was, it
was notwithstanding rendered the subject of mirth
by a humourous punster of those times, who, hav-
ing very prudently concealed his name, published
in the periodical prints the following ballad, to the
tune of Chevy Chases=—= - :

IN Tyburn Road a man there livid
A just and honest life ; )
And there he might have lived still,

If it had pleased his wife:

But she, to vicious ways inclin’dy

" A life most wicked led;

With tailors and with tinkers too,
She oft defi’d his bed.

Full twice a day to church he went,
And so devout would be,

Sure never was a saint on earth,
If that uo saint was he,

This vex’d his wife unto the heart ;
She was of wiath so fuug '

. : That
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"That figding no hole in his coat,
She picked one in his skull.

But then her heart "gan to relent,
And griev'd she was so sore 5

That quarter to him fo to give,
She cut him into four. '

All in the dark and dead of might,
These quarters she convey’d ;-
And in a ditch at Marybone
His marrow bones she laid.

His head at Westminster she threw
All in the Thames so wide ;

Says she, my dear, the wind sets fair,
And you may have the tide.

But heav’n, whose pow’r no limits knows
On earth, or on the main,

Soon caus’d the head for to be thrown
Upon the land again.

This head being found, the:justices
Their heads together laud ;

And all agreed there must have been
Some body to this head !

But since no bedy could be found,
High mounted on a shelf,

They ¢v’n set up the head, to be
A witness for itself.

Next, that it no self-murder was,

- The case itself explains;

For no man could cut off his head,
Aud throw it in the- Thames.

‘ Ere
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» Ere many days were gone and pass’d
The deed at length was known ;
And Cath’rine she confess’d at last
The fact to be her awn. ‘

God prosper long our noble kin
e dsatetics all;

And grant that we may warning take
By Cath'ring Hayes's fall,

"l( .

g END OF VOL. 1.
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