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TO THE

RIGHT HONOURABLE

EARL OF LIVERPOOL,

PRESIDENT OF THE BOARD OF TRADE AND

PLANTATIONS, etC. €tc. etC,

MY LORD,

Both from your official character, as Presi-
dent of the board of trade and plantations,
and your known disposition to encourage lite-
rary productions of acknowledged utility, you

are



are themost proper person to patronise a work

of this nature.

At the present crisis, when. it may be-

come a measure of policy and expedience, for

Great ‘Britain, to take under her protection

the colonial possessions of Portugal, her
ovérpowcre& but faithful ally, every in-
fbrmation, that relates to these colonies, must
be highly valuable to-the British administra-
tion. Thedelusive peace just concluded be-
tween Portugal, on the one side, and France and
Spain on the other, it must be obvious to
every one, who is capable of reﬁecting on the
subject, is only designed, by the latter pow-
ers, to avoid throvs.ring the cd]onies of that
country into the arms of Great Britain.I But
surely, if a general peace does not imme-
diately take place; it will be considered ne-

ccs-

cessary to the interests of the latter mation,

that this insidious policy of her enemies

Sfhould be frustrated.

If, from personal influence and official
authority, your Lordship should be able to
render the information, conveyed in this
work, in any respect useful to the country,

it will he highly gratifying to,

MY LORD,

Your Lonpsuir's

Most obedient servant.

THE TRANSLATOR.



PREFACE

BY THE TRANSLATOR.

A bare glance at the title of this publica-
cation fhould feem fufficient, at the prefent

period, to attract the notice of the ftatesman,
the politician, and the merchant,

The original was dedicated to the Prince
of Brafil, and published by defire, and at the
expence of the royal academy of Sciences
of Lisbon, of which the learned prelate, by
whom it was written, is himfelf a diftinguish-
ed member. * The number of copies print-

ed

* The following is the Pertuguele title of the origin-

al: — Enfajo ecomomico [ubre o comercio de Portugal
¢ fuas colonias oferecido ao lereniflimo Principe do Bra-
fil nofo fenhor, e publicado de erdem da Academia Real

das [ciencias pelo [en focio Joze Joaquimda Cunha

de Azeredo Coutinho. Lisboana ¢llicina.de mesma
Academia.
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ed having been almoft immediately difpof-
ed of, the book has become very fcarce, and
it was not without confiderable trouble and
difficulty the translator could procufc one copy,
from which to gratify his countrymen with
an English verfion,

It is almoft unneceflfary to obferve that,
hitherto, we have but very few good ftatifti-
cal fources refpecting Portugal, and fcarceiy
any refpecting her diftant doniini'ons, it having
always been the policy of the Portuguefe go-
vernment to prevent the publicity of informa-
tion, concerning their colonies, efpecially the
rich country of Brafil, which may eventually

ftand fo much in need of the protection of the
British empire.

The work before us contains more ufeful
information refpecting the natives, the cli-
| mate,

III

mate, the foil, the productions, the com-
merce, the navigation, and the capabilities,
of the Portuguefe colonies, but efpecially Bra-
fil, than has ever yet been communicated to
the public. The fubject is treated, befide, in
a plain and familiar ftile, by a man at once
diftinguished by rank, talents, literature, and
local knowledge. - The correctnefs of his ftdte-
ments is the more implicitly to be relied upon,
as, with peculiar advantages of fituation, he
collected them on the fbot. He fpeaks every-
where as an eye-witnefs: and ftill, indeed,
remains an inhabitant of thofe beautiful re-
gions, whofe luxuriance he has fo happily de-
feribed,

The advantages, whichmay refult to Por-
tugal, if it fhould remain an independent
nation, from the knowledge conveyed in
this work, may equally refult to Great

Bri-
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Britain, if circumftances {hould render it ne-
ceflary for her to occupy, either proviforily or
permanently, the colonies of her unfortunate
ally. The information given by the Bishop of
Fernambuco, refpecting Brafil efpecially, may
be ranged under the following heads: —
1) The nature of the people, and how they
should be treated, in order to be made moft
ul‘éful; — 2) The climate, foil, e}ttent; and
productions of the counﬁ'y. Among thefe are
particuiarly’ to be diftinguished the fineft tim-
ber in the world for houfe-and fhip - building,
as well as for other purpofes, and hemp.
Thefe are, indeed, moft eflential asticles; and
in the power of Great Britaain, would render
her wholly independent of the northern na-
tions of Europe for naval ftores — an ob-
ject, in the prefent conjuncture of public af-
fairs, of the very firft importance to the go-

vernment, 3) Commerce and navigation: —

4)

v

4) Coafts, harbours, and bays. — 5) Agri-
culture and manufactures, which, however, are
but fhortly noticed. Thefe fubjects are treated,
by the learned prelate, with much perfpicaity

and precifion.

In another view, alfo, this work cannot
fail to be interefting to the philofopher of
every country, as it clearly refutes the cele-
brated fyftem of the climates, fo long impli-
citly and almoft univerfally received, of the

illuftrious Montesquieu.
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CHAPTER 1

L -

Great fertility of Brafil— Numerous herds of
cattle, efpecially cows, bred on its pafture
grounds — Abundance of fish on its

cbaﬁ.r.‘ —
§. 1.

Ametica is one of the moli fertile parts of
the world, and Brafil one of its molt fertile
divifions. Under a hot, yet at the fame time
mild and pleafant climate, fanned by cooling
weltern breezes, nature fhews herfelf incel-
fantly active here. A [miling green covers its
furface all the year round, and an everlafting

fpring crowns lits plains. The trees, always
decked
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decked with hopeful blofsoms, offer at once
ripe and unripe fruits,

§. e.

The woods too bring forth an innumes
rable quantity of yarious [orts of fruit, affor-
ding food to an. immenfe number of quadru.
peds and feathered animals, which rove through
thefle regibné. Valt fhoals of fifh are [warm-
ing in the rivers, lakes; and feas, which

bound this charming country.

§. 3.

Underthis heav'enl__y climatelives the [avage,
uncultivated Indian, without agriculture as
without induftry. Proud of the firength and
nimblenels of his arm, without any other co-
vering but that which nature gave him, he exilts,
and (leeps quiet,a firanger to the care of making
prowﬁon for to morrow.  His-bow and his
darts are all the wealth he poﬂ'elTes, and to
ule them all the labour he lmows ‘In this
manner ‘thoufands of human creatures [pend
théir'lives, without being obliged to- toil for
their fubfifience, and feem born, as it were,

only

5

onlyto enjoy. Here, indeed, the eye is firuck

‘with a true picture of that blefled land of pro.
mife, fireaming with milk and honey,

S 4.

This fuperb country produces animals
of every defcription:  The numbeér of cows
is fo great that they are; for the moft part,
only flaughtered for the [ake of their -[kins.
This is proved by the ‘many thoufand hides
annually exported. — Milk is, of courfe, no

lefs abundant. The portion of meat, which
fuffices for the nourifhment of  the 1nhab1.

tants, bears no comparifon with the quantity
that is loft. Birds and wild bealts, particu-
larly tygers, profit of this circumfiance, Dear.
nefs of falt is the fole caufe of the lofs thus

occalioned. *
§. 5.

* Nature however, produces a great deal of [ea
falt in Brafil. "In Ba;o near Cabo Frio, and
Cabo de St. Roque, this ufeful articleis ga.
thered in such _ahundange,' that whole [hips
might be loaded with it.. See ¥ asconcelos
Noticias do Brafil, Liv. I. N. 42 and 57. But

the free trade,” in this. product, is prohibited
in



§. 5.

In the country of the Mines, or Minas
Geraes, [alt becomes fo indilpenfible a ne-
cellary, thai not only men, but cattle, and
other animals, require it for their foed. In
every place, where a high mountain extends
from the fea to the mines, falt muft be given
to the cattle; elfe they would often refufe their
ufual fodder. The fields, near thefe mines,
produce, indeed; plenty of grafs; but not
falt enough to feed the cattle. Thus large
tracts of land muft be loft, or the cattle mulft
have falt, which is much higher, in price,
.than they themfelves.

It is remarkable too that, in theinterior
parts of thefe countrics , where - nature
has impregnated the foil with falt, quadsu-
peds and birds flock together, to eat of this
earth. A combination of fo many animals,
of various fpecies and colours, on one single

fpot,

in that province, and only farmed out, to an
individual, by royal appointment. See Rocka
Pitta Hifloria -da dmerica, Livs I. N. 49
et [eq.

7

fpot,and the different tones, which, they utter,
exhibit a moft diverting [pectacle to the cus
rious obferver.

§. 6.

8alt, a product fo indifpenfibly requilita
to keep and preferve meat and fifh, is uncoms
monly dear in thofle parts. The quantity, ne-
ceflary to falt an ox, colts, in many places,
twice or three times as much as the ox itfelf.
Such too is the cafe with fifh. In-the pro-
vince of Rio'Grande, a bullock cofts 700 Reis *
(about four [hillings ‘aud fix pence Engli(h),
a horfe from 6 to goo Reis, the largeft and
fattelt oxen 1€00 Reis per head (10 [hillings
and g pence), a cheele -weighing 9 pounds
160 Reis (one [hilling), a pound of butter
40 Reis (three pence) etc. etc. etc,

$ 7.

The falt trade being prohibited through-
out Brafl, the exclufive privilege for this
wfeful branch of commerce is farmed out to

one

# Portuguele Monay.
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one individual,,. who pays for“it-the fum: of
48,000,000 of Reis, every year, into the Royal
treafury. This farmer gets annually from
Brafil ninety fix millions of Reis, of which
forty eightmillibns goto the queen’strealury,
and-an equal fum’remains for himflelf, his
agents, and . receivers, eéven. after deducting
all the principal expences of the, falt;,. 'in_cilﬁd.
ing freight and carriage. = But:much more
confiderable are the profits he draws from
the innerparts of thofe diltricts, where the

hierds ‘are more numerous, the. demand for

falt ‘conlequently greater, and the price of

that article enhanced:in proportion-to the ex~
pence. of carriage, over the many mountains;
which are there to be met with.

S. 8.

On account of the vaft fum of money,
which is thus every year drawn from Bralil,
for the fole purpofe of enriching the indi-
vidual, to whon the falt trade has been. fars
med out, all the reft of the’inhabitants of
thofle countries are made lofers; at leaft their
gain is materiallty prejudiced by the mono-

poly.

9

poly. — The whole commerce of Por«
tugal, indeed, is made “to forfeit, by
this abufe, infiniite emoluments and advantag-
es, which would otherwife accrue to it, from
a greater abundance of [alt filh, butcher’s
meat, bacon , cheele, and butter, that"would
be, preferved ‘and brought to:market. ~Thus
the royaltreafury, tor the fake of the compa~
iative].jr'péi]try confideration offorty eigh.t mil-
lions of Reis a year, robs itfelf of much :lar-
"ger- fums, which the duties on thefe products

‘would fetch, but for the’ factitious dearnefls

of falt.

§. 9.

Unlels flefh and fifh can be [alted or pre~
ferved, the marine of Portugal will never at-
tain a-ny_grea't degree of importance; there will
never be many cargoes for [hips, never many
feamen; never a nurfery for their infiruction,
Thus the expence of freight will always' be
very hig'h';-.-—l Sugar,and all other colonial pro-
ducts, will confequently remain very dear;-and
the colonifts will be deprived of afair compe-
tition with foreignets; who bring thefame pro-

Part I. B | ducts



































































































































































































































































































