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TO THE 

RIGHT HONOURABLE 

EARL OF LIVERPOOL, 

PRESIDENT OF THE BOARD OF TRADE AND 

PLANTATIONS, etc. etc, etc. 

MY LORD, 

Both from your official character, as Presi- 

dent of the board of trade and plantations, 

and your known disposition to encourage lite. 

rary productions of acknowledged utility, you 

are



are the most proper person to patronise a work 

of this nature. 

At the. present crisis, when it may be- 

come a measure of policy and expedience, for 

Great Britain, to take under her protection 

the colonial possessions of Portugal, her 

overpowsred but faithful ally, every in- 

formation, that relates to these colonies, must 

be highly valuable to-the British administra- 
tion. The delusive peace just concluded be- 

tween Portugal, on the one side, and France and 

Spain on the other, it must be obvious to 

every one, who is capable of reflecting on the 

subject, is only designed, by the latter pow- 

ers, to avoid throwing the colonies of that 

country into the arms of Great Britain. But 

surely, if a general peace does not imme- 

diately take place; it will be considered ne. 

Ccs- 

cessary to the interests of the latter nation, 

that this insidious policy of her enemies 

Should be frustrated. 

If, from personal influence and official 

authority, your Lordship should be able to 

render the information, conveyed in this 

work, in any respect useful to the country, 

it will he highly gratifying to, 

MY LORD, 

Your Lonpsurr's 

Most obedient servant. 

THE TRANSLATOR.



PREFACE 

BY THE TRANSLATOR, 

A bare glance at the title of this publica- 

cation fhould feem fufficient, at the prefent 

period, to attract the notice of the ftatesman, 

the politician, and the merchant, 

The original was dedicated to the Prince 

of Brafil, and published by defire, and at the 

expence of the royal academy of Sciences 

of Lisbon, of which the learned prelate, by 

whom it was written, is himfelf a diftinguish- 

ed member. * The number of copies print- 

ed 

* The following is the Portuguefe title of the origin- 
al: — Enfajo economico [ubre o comercio de Portugal 
e fuas colonias oferecido ao [ereniffimo Principe do Bra- 
fil nofo fenhor, e publicado de ordem da Academia Real 

das [ciencias pelo [eu focio Joze Joaquim da Cunha 

de Azeredo Coutinho, Lisboana olliçina de mesma 

Academia.
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ed having been almoft immediately difpof- 

ed of, the book has become very fcarce, and 

it was not without confiderable trouble and 

difficulty the translator could procure one copy, 

ftom which to gratify his countrymen with 

an English verfion, 

It is almoft unneceffary to obferve that, 

hitherto, we have but very few good ftatifti. 

cal fources refpecting Portugal, and fcarcely 
any refpecting her diitant dominions, it having 

always been the policy of the Portuguefe go- 

Vernment to prevent the publicity of informa- 

tion, concerning their colonies, efpecially the 

rich country of Brafil, which may eventually 

ftand fo much in need of the protection of the 

British empire, 

The work before us contains more ufeful 

information refpecting the natives, the cli. 

| mate, 

III 

mate, the foil, the productions, the com- 

merce, the navigation, and the capabilities, 

of the Portuguefe colonies, but efpecially Bra- 

fil, than has ever yet been communicated to 

the public. The fubject is treated, befide, in 

a plain and familiar ftile, by a man at once 

diftinguished by rank, talents, literature, and 

localknowledge. The correctneís of his ftáte- 

ments is the more implicitly to be relied upon, 

as, with peculiar advantages of fituation, he, 

collected them on the fpot, He fpeaks every- 

where as an eye-witnefs: and fill, indeed, 

remains an inhabitant of thofe beautiful re- 

gions, whofe luxuriance he has fo happily de- 

fcribed, 

The advantages, whichmay refult to Por- 

tugal, if it fhould remain an independent 

nation, from the knowledge conveyed in 

this work, may equally refult to Great 

Bri-
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Britain, if circumftances fhould render it ne- 

ceffary for her to occupy, either proviforily or 

permanently, the colonies of her utifortunate 

ally. The information given by the Bishop of 

Fernambuco, refpecting Brafil efpecially, may 

be ranged under the following heads: — 

1) The nature ofthe people, and how they 

should be treated, in order to be made moft 

ufeful; — 2) The climate, foil, extent, and 

productions of the country. Among thefe are 

particularly to be diftinguished the fineft tim- 

ber in the world for houfe -and fhip - building, 

as well as for other purpofes, and hemp. 

Thefe are, indeed, moft eflential articles; and 

in the power of Great Britaain, would render 

her wholly independent of the northern na- 

tions of Europe for naval ftores — an ob- 

ject, in the prefent conjuncture of public af. 

fairs, of the very firft importance to the go- 

vernment, 3) Commerce and navigation: — 

4) 

v 

4) Coafts, harbours, and bays. — 5) Agri. 

culture and manufactures, which, however, are 

but fhortly noticed. Thefe fubjects are treated, 

by the learned prelate, with much perfpicaity 

and precifion. 

In another view, alfo, this work cannot 

fail to be interefting to the philofopher of 

every country, as it clearly refutes the cele- 

brated fyítem of the climates, fo long impli- 

citly and almoft univerfally received, of the 

illuftrious Montesquieu.
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CHAPTER I 

E 

Great fertility of Brafil—~ Numerous herds of 
cattle, efpecially cows, bred on its pafture 
grounds — Abundance of fish on its 
coafis. um 

§. 1. 

Á merica is one of the moft fertile parts of 

the world, and Brafil one of its molt fertile 

divifions. Under a hot, yet at the fame time 

mild and pleafant climate , fanned by cooling 

weltern breezes, nature fhews herfelf incef- 

fantly active here. A fmiling green covers its 

furface all the year round, and an everlafting 

fpring crowns its plains. The trees, always 
decked



4 

decked with hopeful blofsoms, offer at once 
ripe and unripe fruits. 

§. Q. 

The woods too bring forth an innumeé 

rable quantity of various forts of fruit, affor- 

ding food to an immenfe number of quadru. 

peds and feathered animals, which rove through 

thefe regions. Valt fhoals of fifh are fwarm- 

ing in the rivers, lakes; and feas, which 

bound this charming country. 

S. 3. 
Underthis heavenly climate lives the favage, 

uncultivated Indian, without agriculture as 

without induftry. Proud of the ftrength and 

nimblenefs of his arm, without any other co- 

vering but that which nature gave him,he exilts, 

and fleeps quiet,a firanger to the care of making 

provifion for to morrow. His-bow and his 

darts are all the wealth he polfelfes, and tô 
ule them all me labour he knows. “In this 

manner thoufands of human creatures fpend 

their lives, Without being obliged to: toil for 

their fubfiftence, and feem born, as it were, 

only 

5 

onlyto enjoy. Here, indeed, the eye is firuck 
with a true picture of that blefled land of pro. 

mile, fireaming with milk and honey, 

S 4. 

This fuperb country produces animals 
of every defeription: The number of cows 

is fo great that they are; for the moft part; 

only flaughtered for the fake of their [kins, 

This is proved by the many thoufand hides 

annually exported. — Milk is, of courfe, no 

lefs abundant. The portion of meat, which 
fuffices for the nourifhment of the inhabi. 

tants, bears no comparifon-with the quantity 

that is loft. Birds and wild beafis, particu- 

larly tygers, profit of Lhis circumftance, Dear. 

nefs of faltis the fole caufe of the lofs thus 

occalioned. * 

5. 5. 

* Nature however, produces a great deal of [ea 

falt in Brafil. “In Bajo near Cabo Frio, and 

Cabo de St. Roque, this ufeful articleis ga. 

thered in such abundance, that whole [hips 

might be loaded with it.. See Vasconcelos 

Noticias do Brafil, Liv. I. N. 42 and 57. But 

the free trade, in this. product, is prohibited 

ia



S 5. 
In the tountry of the Mines, or Minas 

Geraes, falt becomes fo indifpenhble a ne- 

cellary, thai not only men, but cattle, and 

other animals, require it for their food. Im 

every place, where a high mountain extends 

from the fea to the mines, falt muft be given 

to the cattle; elfe they would often refufe their 

ufual fodder. The fields, near thele mines, 

produce, indeed; plenty of grafs; but not 

Salt enough to feed the cattle. Thus large 

tracts of land muft be loft, or the cattle muft 

have falt, which is much higher, in price, 

than they themfelves. 

Tt is remarkable too that, in theinterior 

parts of thefe countries , where . nature 

has impregnated the foil with falt, quadru- 

peds and birds flock together, to eat of this 

earth. A combination of fo many animals, 

of various [pecies and colours, on one single 
fpot, 

in that province, and only farmed out, to an 
individual, by royal appointment, See Rocha 

Pitta Hifioria da America, Live E. N. 49 

et fiq. 
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fpot,and the different tones, which, they utter, 

exhibit a moft diverting [pectacle to the cus 
rious obferver. 

§. 6. 

Salt, a product fo indifpenhbly requilite 

to keep and preferve meat and fifh, is uncom- 

monly-dear in thofe parts. The quantity, ne- 

cellary to faltan ox, cofts, in many places, 
twice or three times as much as the ox itfelf. 
Such too is the cafe with'fifh. Inthe pro- 

vince of RioGrande, a bullock cofis 700 Reis. * 

(about four [hillings ‘aud fix penceEnglifh), 

a horfe from 6 to goo Reis, the largelt and 

fattelt oxen 1600 Reis per head (10 [hillings 

and g pence), a cheefe weighing 9 pounds 

160 Reis (one [hilling), a pound of butter 

40 Reis (three pence) etc. etc. etc. 

S. 7. 

The falt trade being prohibited through- 

out Brafil, the exclufive privilege for this 

wleful branch of commerce is farmed out to 

one 

* Portuguefe Money.
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one individual,,. who pays for it-the fum : of 

48,000,000 of Reis, every year, into the Royal 

trealury. This farmer gets annually from 

Brafil ninety fix millions of Reis, of which 

forty eightmillions gotothe queen's treafary, 

and-an equal fum-remains for himfelf, his 

agents,. and: receivers, even. after deducting 

all the principal: expences of the, falt:,. includ. 

ing freight and, carriage. = But: much more 

confiderable are the profits he draws from 

the innerparts of thofe diftricts, where the 

herds are more numerous, the: demand for 

falt confequently greater, and the price of 

that article enhanced:in .proportion-to the ex= 
pence.of carriage, over the many mountains; 

which are there: to be met with. 

S. 8. 

On account of the vaft fum of money, 
which is thus every year drawn from Bralil, 

for the fole purpofe of enriching the indi- 
vidual, to whom the falt trade has been far: 

med out, all the relt of the“ inhabitants of 
thofe countries are made lofers; at leaft their 

gain is materiallty prejudiced by the mono- 

poly. 

9 

poly. — The whole commerce of Pora 
tugal, indeed, is made to forfeit, by 
this abufe, infinite emoluments and advantag- 

es, which would otherwife accrue to it, from 

a greater abundance of falt filh, butcher's 

meat, bacon, cheefe, and-butter, that Would 

be, preferved and brought'to: market. Thus 

the royaltreafury, for the fake of the compár 

ratively paltry confideration offorty eight mil- 

lions of Reis a year, robs itfelf of much -lar- 

ger fums, which the duties on thefe products 

would fetch, but for, the' factitious dearnefls 

of falt. 

§. 9. 

Unlels flefh and fifh can be falted or pres 

ferved, the marine of Portugal will never at- 

tain any great degree of importance; there will 

never be many cargoes for [hips, never many. 

feamen; never a nurfery for their infiruction, 

Thus the expence of freight will always"be 
very high; — Sugar, and all other colonial pro. 

ducts, will confequently remain'very dear; and 

the colonifts will be deprived of a fáir compe- 
tition with foreigners; who bring the fame pro- 

Part I B | ducts
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ducts to the markets. of Portugal, but can af- 

ford to fell them cheaper, as they can fhip 

them at a much lower freight. 

$. 10. 

“Thofe parts of the country, which are 

the richeft in cattle, are exactly the moft 

deficient in population. There, one man is 

maftex of a large tract of land, covered with 

many thoufand heads of cattle. But, among 

the inhabitants of thofe regions, luxury, which 

keeps increafing in proportion to the popula- 

tion of a country, does fcarce exift, or is at 

leaft extremely moderate, confidering thema- 

ny products which they obtain, almoft with- 

out the leaft effort of labour. 

S. 11. 

A fingle fhip, with manufactured goods, 

from the mother country to Rio Grande, might, 

for inftance, take on board all the wearing 

apparel, and other articles of luxury, requi- 

fite for the inhabitants of thofe happy plains. 

But it would be impoffible for the fame [hip 

to take in at onçe, and convey from thence 

the 

11 

the amount of the value of her cargo; — either 

in money ,— for there is none at all im thofe 

countries, nor can there be any, fince there 

is no commerce; — or in prodúce, asit would 

weigh infinitely heavier, and is by far lower, 

in price, than the goods coming from the 

mother country. — A handkerchief, for.in- 

ftance, is fold for more, at Rio Grande, than a 

fat ox, and is of no weight at all, compared. 

with the animal; 

ç. ia: 

Im order to carry back produce of equal 

value with the firft cargo, the fhip from the 

mother country would be obliged to return to 

the colónies, twice, or three times, in bal- 

lalt, confequent]y with expences exceeding 

the returns. The (hip would thus always re- 

main debtor, without being able to fettle the 

account, or fhe would be otherwile forced to 

place the charges of freight, for two or three 

voyages, on the goods of a fingle voyages 

which might fairly be faid to be pulling up by 

the roots the commerce of the colonies, and, 

by
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by the fame inference, that of the mother 

country itfelf. 

On the other hand, fuch articles might 

be exported to thofe colonies, as would equal, 

as nearly as poffible, both in weight and var 

lue, the different forts of colonial produce, 

which would be taken in return. The mother 

country has, I believe, no article better 

calculated for this purpofe than falt. “This 

alone can make up the cargo ofa [hip from 

the mother country and procure her . à 

freight from thc colonies, on her pallage 

home, 

S. 13 

If the falt trade to Brafil were once made 

free, the [uper-abundance of that charming 

country would no longer be the'prey of tigers, 

and that of it's coafis the food of fea mon- 

fters. The fifherman, the herdsman, the 

husbandman, the merchant, would recipro- 

cally lend a helping hand. They would, im 

concert, fupply Portugal with meat, fifh, 

bread, chefe, butter, and other mecellaries. 

This 

15 

This trade would pour millions of additional 

revenue into the royal coffers. And Portugab 

would pofllefs a mine of inexhauftible treafure; 

richer than the mines of Potoli. 

1 cannot, however, forbear cenfuring 

here the great fupincnefs and neglect of thein- 

habitauts of Fernambuco, Rio Grande, and 

Cabo Frio. — Though a thoufand circum- 

ftances confpire to furnifh them with the re- 

quifites for carrying on great fifheries, from. 

which they might derive incalculable benefits, 

yet they wholly difregard fo. favorable an op- 

portunity of enriching themfelves. — Here 

is plenty of falt, formed by natures own hand, 

for whichreafon the inhabitants are exempted, 

from the regulations, contained 1h the grant, 

which the crown gives to the purchafer of the 

falt monopoly. This exemption às plainly 

exprefled, in art: 9. of thofe regulations, as 

follows: — 

«The inhabitants of Fernambuco, Cabo 

«Frio, and Rio Grande, may, without the 

«Jealt reftriction or controul, ufe all the falt, 

“either
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either produced by nature, orim the works; 

«but they fhall not carry even the fmalleft 

« quantity of that article to Bajo, Rio de Ja- 

“neiro, Santos, or any other government.” 

All the fifh, which appear in fuch im- 

menfe quantities on the fouthern coalts, muft 

naturally fwim by Cabo Frio. Meadows, fuch 

as are required to dry and falt them, are here 

extremely [pacious and convenient; and re- 

main undifputed by any other nation. 

In the neighbourhood of the fame cape, 

is the large village of Santo Pedro, inhabited 

by civilifed Indians, who would, for the fmal- 

left pittance, aflift in the fifheries; and even 

their wives and children could help to unload, 

falt, fpread, and gather the filh on thofe 

plains. If good eftablifhments were made 

here-for a fifhery, like thofe'in Algarve, Cines, 

Cezimbra etc. the owners of the nets, falt 

works, and lands, might acquire large and 

rapid fortunes; and the trading veflels on thofe 

coafts, the flaves, and day labourers might 

derive great fupport and encouragement from. 

i — 
In 

15 

In advancing what I have done, it has 

never been my intention, or wilh, that the 

crown fhould lofe thofe annual forty eight 

millions of Reis, which it receives for the mos 

nopoly in falt. For, the extraordinary ad- 

vantages that would refult to the natives and 

other inhabitants of Brafil, from permitting 

a free trade in that article, would enable the 

government to levy a fum equally great, by 

way of duty, on fome other products, lefs 

important to commerce, and to the general 

interefts of the Ítate. 
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CHAPTEMR II 

Portugal mufi encourage navigation, owing te 

the great plenty of products, which She either 

draws, or might at leafi draw from her co- 

lonies. 

§. 1 

The fuper- abundance of the products, that 

a nation peflelles, conftitutes the object of its 

commerce. Agriculture and manufactures 

are its principal requifites. But fuch is the 

relation thefe bear to. each other, that, if the 

one exceds in proportion the other, it proves 

their mutual defiruction. Without manufac- 

tures, the products of the earth bear no value; 

and if agriculture be neglected, the fources 

of manufactures and commerce are choaked 

up. Thefe form the boundlefs. scene of acti- 
vity, in whiçh fo many millions of hands 

find 

17 

find conftant employment, while all withous 

it are plunged in idlenels, vice, and mifery, 

5. a 
An extenfive commerce requires a great 

navigation. And whereas the advantages of 

navigation fpring from the fum of advanta- 

ges, which agriculture; and manufactures 

afford, hence it follows that navigation effec~ 

tuates, in a two: fold manner, an augmen- 

tation of the real and relative firength of a 

ftate. — -In proportion as a nation gains, 

on one fide, it diminifhes, on the other, the 

yeal and relative power of its rivals; and. 

vice verfa, in proportion-as it diminilhes 

the power of it's. rivals, 1t increales its own 

power. 

S. 3 

Politics diftinguifh three different objects 

m navigation : = 

1) The employment it gives to feamen, 

e) The building and fitting out of -Lhips, 
which ought necelfarily to be confidered 

as a manufacture. 

Part I C 3 )
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3) The benefits refulting from the convey- 

arice of natural and manufactured pros 

ducts, which affords not only very 

great convenience to trade, but alfo 

great emoluments to the whole nation, 

that manages it. 

Thefe three objects merit farther deve- 

Iopement. 

§ 4 

A well peopled country, whofe provim.. 
ées are clofe tó the fea, whofe coafts are ex. 

tenfive, and whofe inliabitants have a natural 
inclination to a fea life, could occupy a great 

number of people on board of fhips, where 

they might earn more money, than they would 

otherwise be able to get as day labourers, 

ploughmen, or artifans. As failors fpend the 

greateft part of their lives on board a fhip, and 

have, therefore, few opportunities of fpending 
money, they may leave to their families, or 

to their country, all the [avings of their wa- 

ges, or what elfe they may: happen to get by 

any 

e
e
e
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This 1s fo 

much money wholly gained to the Ítate, and 

any commercial [peculation, * 

increafes the maís of it's wealth, 

Ss. 5. 

Every one, who has ever feen a fhip 

built and fitted out, mulft know that many 

different trades get their bread by it. Carpen- 
ters, rope-makers, white-Ímiths, painters, 

turners, glaziers, and other mechanics, mult 

all unite their labours, in order to get even 

a fingle vellel ready for fea. Products of the 

country, without number, fuch as iron, 

hemp, timber, canvas, etc. are required to 

build even afingle fhip:— And this demand 

increafes the general confumption of thele ar- 

ticles, to the great benefit of the [tate: — Im 
this 

* The worthy Prelate does not feem to be very 
converfant in the character of the failor, However 

few opportunities a perfon of this occupation may 

find of fpending-his money, lie will generally find 

opportunities [ufficient of throwing it away, to 
preclude his family and his country, from ever 

benefiting much by the inheritance. 

Translator.
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this point of view; navigation appears as am 

immenfe manufacture; and, as fuch, deferves 

the fame attention that is paid, by govern- 

ment, to the firft manufactures of. the 

country. 

§. 6. 

Às to what concerns provifions and ail 

other necellaries, which the ownerof a fhipis 

obliged to procure, previously to her under- 

taking a voyage, the rearing of thofe produc- 
tiohs becomes the more confiderable, and- 
commerce, for this very vealom, gets the 

more important, the more the:number of 

fhips, and confequently the demand. for thole 
producis, are multiplied.. — Hence arifes 
another very ellential benefit to the fiate, = 
As all thofe fiores mult be procured in the ve- 
¥y harbour, from whence the [hip fails, the 
confumption ef country - products does not 
fuffer the fmallefi diminution, by the ablence 

of the feamen, Both officers and crews are 
fupported on board, in the fame manner as 
they are on fhore, by the national and ma- 
nufactured produce of their country. 

$. 7. 

S. 7. 

The advantage, which navigation obs 

tains for commerce, by the tran{porting of 

goods, .is not lefs important. Ifa ltate has 

no navigation, or at leaft'none that is ade. 

quate to-the proportion of it's products, the 

merchants are obliged to wait the arrival-of. 

foreign fhips,; which they canneither difpatch, 

nor order'to return, at their pleafure.  Mer- 

chandifes, which:they fhould like to expedité 

to foreign countries, are thus often long lay» 

ing in chelts, where they either [poil, or get 

at leaft damaged; — which occafions a lofs to 

the owner of the profit: he might otherwile 

make by them, — “The melt favourable and 

moft: advantageous periods for difpofing of 

goods, often país by, without ever again 

returning, * 

S. 8. 

The navigation, which a country carries 

on, in its own bottoms, affords yet ftill grea- 

ter 

* This is fuppofng a cafe, that cannot hap- 

pen. If goods cannot be regularly conveyed to 

market , they will not be manufactured, 

Translator.
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ter advantages. As the charges of freight 

make always a part of the value of merchan- 

dife, it becomes evident that. the foreign con- 

fumers.of all exports are obliged to defray the 

expences of freight, to the advantage of the 

On the other hand, the 

value of the goods imported is lefsened, in 

.exporting nation. 

the géneral balance of commerce, in: propor- 

tion to theamount of freight, whichis earned 

by the importers. Ina country, where com- 

merce flourifhes, this double advantage is of 

uncommon importance. 

S. 9 

On thefeincontrovertible factsis founded 

the general: political: principle that every 

Tate; favoured by it's natural fite, ought to 

encourage it's members, by every poffible 

means, to carry on navigation. * Tor a na- 

tion 

% The conclufion here adopted, by the author, 
as a principle, is evidently erroneous. The bene- 
fit of every kind of commerce, and it's influence 
on the increafe of national wealth, conhfts chiefly 
in enlarging the market, for the difpofal of home 

products, by which the number of productive 
workmen, 
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tion that can do it, but fuffers it to be 

done by others, diminifhes, by fo doing, its 

real 

workmen, and the quantity of the annual produce 

of a [tate are augmented. The, trade for foreign. 

confumption employs, in fome countries, only 

half as mary productive hands as the home trade; 

and, by the latter, two capitals are refunded, in - 

two different places, and-the productive workmen 

fupported i in both; whereas the former does not. 

produce half the effect, it being a fact, of com- 

mon notoriety, that,. the greater the number of 

productive inhabitants in a ftate, the greater muft 

necellarily be its annual produce. The home 

trade of a nation has evidently more than twice 

the influence, that its foreign trade has, on. the 

increale .of national wealth. Hence where a 

ftate favours foreign trade, at the expence of it's 

home trade, it acts inconhiftently with it's proper 

intereft, and throws a powerful impediment in the 

way of the increafe of it's profperity.  Foreiga 

commerce can then only become advantageous to a 

nation, when it has grown fo rich, thatit no longer. 

finds fufficient employment, for its ca pital, in the 

home trade. Where commerce is perfectly free, 

there in no occalion to favour any particular branch 

of it exclufively. Where a ftate has once attained 
its proper degree of wealth, the [uperabundance 

of the national induftry will, of itlelf, flow into 

the foreign trade. Upon the whole, the interelis 

of commerce would, in general, be belt confulted, 

by
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real and relative ftrength, to the benefit of 

its rivals. * 

§. 10. 

This multifarious intereft induced, at all 

times, the molt civilifed nations to keep 

navies, partly in order to protect the fuper- 

abundance of their producis, and partly to 

cripple, or wholly to defiroy that of their ene. 

mies. Commerce alone, by means of the 

great number of feamen, whom it continually 

employs, 

by neither favouring, nor impeding, any particu- 
lar branch ófit, But it mult alfo be admitted that, 

in the exilting ftate of fome focieties, is may be 

ufeful to make occafionally exceptions. 

Translator. 

¥ On the contrary a people would diminilh 
their real and relative firength, to the advantage 
of their rivals, if they carried on navigation, withe 

outhaving rifen to the proper degree of wealth. By 

thefe means their capital would infallibly be poured 
into à channel, which has a le[s important in- 

fluenteon the augmentation of the national wealth, 

than other channels, that would thus be deprived 
of it; 

Translator. 
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eniploys, in time of peace, being able to put 

such a navy in motion, it plainly appears 

that a civilised people, whole local fituation 

enables them to carry on navigation, can 

fcarcely fubfift without it, * 

S. 11. 

The riches of a fiate confift partly in land 

and partly in moveable property. The land, 

as 

* The example of ancient and modern nations 
feems to contradict this aflertion. - The united 

fiates of America are very happy. They have ad- 

vanced, with almoft incredible rapidity, to cafe 

and affluence, without any confiderable foreign 
trade, by which they would manifefty have injured 

themfelves. They would have been obliged to 

take from agriculture a capital, while agriculture 

yiclded to them furer and greater benefits, than 

trading, by fea, to foreign countries, could poffibly 

have done. But, in proportion as their capitalin- 

creafes, their foreign trade will increale allo, with- 

out injury to agriculture. 

The policy of the court of Pruffia, in not at- 

tempting prematurely to force navigation init's do- 

minions, feems to have been dilcreet and wife, 

Translator, 

Part 1. D
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as it needs greater infpection, and care, on the 

part of it's owners, ufually belongs to the in- 

habitants of each country, and conftitutes the 

wealth of a ftate in particular. On the other 

hand, moveables , fuch as money, bills, fhares 

“in ftocks and corporations, fhips, and all 

forts of goods, having a general [phere of 

operation, belong to the whole world; which 

fórms , in this point of view, one common 

whole, of which all other focieties or ftates 

are members. That people are the richeft, 

who pollefs proportionally - the largeft fhare 

of fuch moveables: — For, they have the 

greateft capital, or, to be more explicit, they 

have the greateft number of fhares, im the 

valt fociety of general commerce: 

§. 12. 

A fiate that poffelles but few or no fuch 

moveables, muft either not trade at all with 

other ftates, or be without liberty. For, it 

being the defign of every trade to augment 

thofe things, which add to the comforts and 

'conveniences of man, to make fuperfluities 

ufeful to him, and uleful things necelfary, 

a 
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a people, who fhould only live on the pro» 

ducts of their lands, but who fhould after= 

wards feel the number of their wants increafe, 

could not have abundance enough to equal 

other trading nations, in luxury, without 

growing continually poorer, by compullive 

parfimony. * 

§. 13. 

But as, in commerce, every one will 

receive the fewei goods, the lefs he is able 

to pay for them; fo fucha ftate muft progrel- 

fively fink deeper into indigence, untilit's in- 

habitants become the poor and wretched 

workmen of othér nations. 

S. 14. 

‘Hence fuch a ftate either dares not carry 

on trade with other nations, and will confe- 

quently 

* "This propofition is at lealt obfcure, if not 

erroneous: — for the indultxy of a people, and 

confequently their wealth will increafe, in propor- 

tion to the increafe of their wants. 

Translator.
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quently never advance beyond infancy, but 

will remain confined within it's former bar. 

barifm, without luxury and without arts, fa- 

tished with the fimple products of it's own 

territory: — or elfe the greateft number of 

it's inhabitants muft become flaves, and put 

up with the moft indifpenfible necellaries of 

life, in order to gratify the luxury of the few, 

who govern it. All the voyages, round the 

world, unanimously agree that thofe fiates, 

which have no navigation, are either entirely 

barbarous, or live in flavery, * 

S. 15. 

* “The author would feem-hereto have mis- 
taken caufe for effect, At leaft the general infe- 
rence he has wilhed to deduce from the facts Rated 
by circumnavigators, appears to be entirely une 
founded. The Chinele, for inftance, carry on 
fcarcely any foreign trade, in their own bottoms, 
They are, comparatively fpeaking, without navi- 
gation. Yet have they not remained barbarous; 
nor become poor, or enflaved. The Íhips of all 
the other parts of the world go to their ports, to 

[eek their produce, and to take it away. Hence 

they are under no particular necellity of encourags 

ing navigation, 

Translator, 
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S. 15. 

On the contrary, ftates, which feem te 

be fmall and infignificant by nature, become 

greatand confiderable by navigation. Portu- 

gal belonged to the fmalleft order of ftates im 

Europe. But by its marine it became impor- 

tant, fent [hips from one pole to another, 

from the Eaft to the Welt, ruled feas, discos 

vered a new world, and firft dictated laws 

from Europe, and, at one and the fame time, 

to Alia, Africa, and America, * 

$. 16, 

* Surely this is attributing too much to naviga- 

tion, Theatchievements mentioned, which could 
not indeed have been accomplilhed without navi- 

gation, were, however, as well as her navigation 
itfelf, the refult of the fuperior general profperity 

of Portugal, atthe period alluded to, by whatever 
circumftances that profperity might have been oc- 

calioned. The profperity of Portugal has fince 

then decayed, without having been preceded or 
accompanied by a proportional diminution of her 
naval force Navigation, indeed, is not always 

necellarily a confequence, and is even but fomes 
times a caule of national profperity, It's influence 

over lhe affairs of the world is not now fo great as 
it was formerly. It may, alfo, like agriculture 
and manufactures, exceed it's jult proportion, A 

coun-
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§. 16. 

Holland affords us the latelt inftance of 

this. truth. * England has rendered herfelf 

formidable to all the nations of Europe, even 

to thofe that were more powerful. She owes 

almoft her whole fplendor and greatneís to the 

famous navigation -act, pafled on the 23. of 

September 1660, which Englifmen may fill 

confider as the palladium of their power. This 

cele- 

country may over - navigate, as an individual may 

over:trade himfelf. May we not, therefore, con- 

clude that it is as bad policy, in a ftate, to force, 

as it is to difcourage navigation? 

Translator, 

% Ttis true that Holland fucceeded Portugal, in 

prófperity and commercial importance. But has 

the fubfequent diminution of thefe, in as far as 

they may have diminilhed in that country, been 

proportional to the ftate of navigation? The pro- 
[perity and power of a ftate, however they may, 

under certain circumítances, be evinced by the 

extent of it's navigation, does not feem to be ne- 

cellarily determined by it. China and America 

are inftances of a people, profperous, powerful, 

and happy, with a hitherto very limited, or fcar- 

cely any, navigation. 

Translator: 
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celebrated law is fraught with fo much wis- 

dom, and has fo beneficial an influence upon en- 

couraging and augmenting the navy and ma- 

ritime trade of Great Britain, that it may 

furely ferve as a pattern of imitation to allother 

feafaring nations. * 

* Here the author feems again to be miftaken, 

The Britifh navigation - act can only, at the beft, 

ferve as à pattern of imitation, to a people fimilarly 

fituated with thofe of Great Britain. This coun- 

try is exceedingly beholden to it's navy for the 

fafety, which it fecures to all parts of the empire, 

whole principal defence depends on it's wooden 

walls!, and the number of it's brave feamen, But 

how far Great Britain is indebted to the naviga» 

tion - act for the fecurity, which this noble bul- 

wark affords, is another queftion. Would not the 

evident intereft of the public to increafe their na- 

vigation, and their capability of doing it, have, 

of themfelves, been adequate to produce the 

whole effect? It is, at any rate, certain that, if 

all nations were to adopt a mealure fimilar to the 

Britilh navigation -act, it would prove an injury, 

in ficad of an advantage, to the whole world. 

The conduct of a nation, in almoft all relpects, 

particularly fituated, is not a proper example for 

the imitation of others. No other nation of Eu- 

rope is, in almoft any refpect, fituated like Great 

Britain. It would, therefore, not neceflarily fols 
low
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Jow that, if the navigation-act had proved emi- 

nently ufeful to that country, fuch a mealure 
would produce fimilar effects in other countries. — 
An extenhve navigation is more an effect, than a 
caufe, of profperity in Great Britain, and a profpe- 
rity too of a particular kind. But for nations, not 

fimilarly fituated, to force a like navigation, would 

be impracticable, and the attempt ruinous and ab- 

furd. The fuperiority of Great Britain, in this 
relpect, as in moft others, is principally owing to 
the fuperior induftry, and confequently [uperior 

capital, created by a long enjoyment of [uperior 

freedom. Something may, perhaps, be alfo al- 
lowed to an infular fituation, 

From any thing that has here been faid, no 

argument can be brought againft the doctrine of 
the philanthropic author, relpecting the policy of 

encouraging the fifheries inBrafil, It isin every 
way laudable, 

Translator, 
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CHAPTER III. 

Without carrying on an extenfive fifhery, Por- 

tugal can have no confiderable navy, nor 

large merchant fleets. 

§. 1. 

VVhere there is a want of failors, na. 

vigable rivers, and excellent fea ports 
are of no ule. The bulimels “of a failor 

is toilfome, and hard to learn. It requires 

youth, ftrength, amd agility. An army may 

eafily befupplied with recruits; whilea navy 

can not fo eafily be manned with good failors, 

efpecially in countries, whole inhabitants 

have ,« for the molt part, never feen the [ea. 

But in countries b« rdéring on the fea, and ha- 

ving extenfive ccalis, nature has implanted 

into the minds of the natives.a certain pre- 

dilection for a fea - faring life; and they accu- 
Part 1, E ftom



34 

fiom themfelves » from their earlielt youth, 

to brave that element, 

Se 2. 

The fon, who is accultomed to accompa- 

ny his father, to fifh along the coaft, learns, 

in a fhort time, to defpife the dangers of the 

main. He learms the trade, atis were, play- 

ing; and foon ventures on remoter voyages, 

vil, atlaft, he becomes, without giving him- 

felf much trouble, an able and experienced 

feaman, Hence arifes the neceflity for. Por- 

tugal to encourage, by every poflible mean 

and expedient, her filheries. 

Ss. 3. 

The bold refolution to crofs the ocean, 

to fail from pole to pole, was not the work of 

a fingle day. It became neceifary, at firft, to 

make a number of attempts, to try a variety 

of experiments, before men became familiar 

with this rough, inconftant, and formidable 
element: It'was fifhing, which, no doubt, 

prelcribed the firlt rules of feamanfhip. This 

valuable 
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valuable branch ofhuman employment afferts: 

even now 1iU’s righis over navigation. Fishe- 

ries have been, at all times, nurferies for 

feamen. 

Ss 4. 
The bounteous author of the creation has 

filled the ocean with an inexhaultible ftore 

of filh, the countlels fpecies of which vary, 

in talte, in all latitudes, and almolt on every 

coaft, The north fea, the Baltic, the atlan- 

tic, the mediterranean, the pacific ocean have, 

each-of them, their peculiar forts of fifh, which 

again differ, one from the other, on every 

coalt of the fame fea. The tafte and inclinations 

of the confumers being various, every one 

ftrives to procure this, or that fort, by prefe. 

rence , either becaule they are more relifhing 

to his palate, or cheaper, or becaule they are 

more ferviceable than others, by keeping well 

on long voyages, 

S. 5. 

Thus the Dutch ufed to gain every year 

many millions of florins, by their herring. 

fifheries,
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fifheries. The Englifh, too, make fome millions 

of pounds fterling, by the cod - Alhery. To the 

fifhing trade, they ftand indebted for their be 

feamen, their navy, their commerce, and their, 

riches.* Hence how necellary is it to facilitate, 

o a country, all the means of enabling it's in- 

habitants to turn to the belt advantage it's 

concontiguoulnefs to the fea. 

5. 6. 
A nation, that has no extenfive fifhery, 

can not keep a large naval eftablilhment, and 

it's 

* If this be indeed the cafe, we may, with 

great propriety, exclaim “what great events from 

“trivial caufes fpring !” Akhongh the filheries, as 

far as they .go, are a nurlery for [eamen, yet their 

effects on the commerce andriches ofGreat Britain, 

are, by.our worthy prelate, certainly very much 
over rated. — The coal trade, and every other 
mautical oceupation;, alike conftitute nurferies.,  0f 
a certain fize But the whole navigation of the 
ftate conftitutes the grand nurfery, which is ca. 
pable of edncating a Infficient number of feaman 
for the ordinary fervice of the country, if even 
any of it's fubordinate branches, as the fifheries, 

were deftroyed. — 

Translator. 
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4t3 maritime commerce muft, of courfe, be a 

very confined one. * Molt naval powers 

have national filheries, or certain exclufive 

branches of navigation, which become thenur- 

fery and fcthool of their feamen. Of this def. 

cription are the herring filheries of the Ork- 

neys, and on the coalts of Norway, the cod- 

fithery of Newfoundland, the whale filhery 

in Greenland, and that of feals, in David's 

fireights. 

S. 7. 

The carrying of coals from the mines of 

Newecalile, and from Scotland, to England, 

has.been the means cf educating excellent. 

feamen. The great and intreprid circimna- 

vigator, Captain Cook, deemed it an honor 

to have learnt'the firft rudiments of practical 

navigation, onboard a collier. In other coun» 

tries, 

* This, for the reafons ftatéd in the foregoing 

note, muft be taken with large grains of ale 

lowance. 

Translator.
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tries, too, the coafting: trade has had an-un. 

commonly beneficial influence on their na- 

vies; and the nations that carry on thole kinds 

of trade are fo fully fenfible of their high im. 

portance, that they have frequenily waged 

heavy wars to preferve them, * 

Ss 8- 
As long as Carthage remained mifirefs of 

her fifheries, fhe held likewife the dominion 

over her commerce, and difputed with haughty 

Rome the empire of the waves. The treaty, 

which put an end to the firft punic war, fhews 

that Carthage was particularly intent upon 

aflerting an exclufive fuperiority at fea, while 

Rome was folicitous of maintaining universe 

fal domination -on the continent. In the ne- 

gociations with the Romans, Hanno declared 

that the Carthaginians would not fuffer them 

to appear in the feas of Sicily.** They would 

only allow them navigation as far as certain 

capes 

* Juftin. lib, 43. cap: 5. 

** Titus Livius fupplementis Freinshem. 

Decad 2. 

39 

capes or promontories, but forbid them all 

commerce to Sicily, Sardinia, and Africa, 

Carthage alone excepted. * 

S. 9. 

No fooner had Malfylia made any pros 

grefs im her fifheries, than it made alfo great 

advances in commerce, and ventured even to 

come in compétition with the Carthaginians. 

But foon perceiving that alli its powers were 

inadequate to make refiftance to lo mighty 

an adverfary, it formed an alliance with the 

Romans, who exerted all their refources, both 

by fea and land, to bring about the downfal 

of their rival fifter, in which they ultimately 

fucceeded. Were itnotfor the alliance of this 

weak people, who affifted the Romans with 

their marine, thefe had been reduced to ac- 

cept much harder terms of reconciliation. 

* Polibius, lib. 3. 

CHAPTER
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CHAPTER IV. 

Fifheries the befi expedients to civilife. the 

Javage Indians in Brafil, expecially fuch 

of them as live on the banks of great rivers, 

or on the coafi, 

§. 1. 

"T'hofe writers, who, from their clofets, pre- 

fume to dictate laws to the world, without 

being thoroughly acquainted with the na- 

tions they, fpeak of, or with their manners 

and paffions, maintain that pains fhould be 

taken to infiil ambition into the mind of 

the American Indian, in order to induce 

him to form commercial relations with the 

people of other countries. Their fúrmife 

that thele Indians have no ambition is 

wholly unfounded. They pollefs virtues 

and vices, and are as apt to be ambitious 

as ourlelves, if by ambition be meant an 

Uns 
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uncommon longing after reputation and he- 

nor, or a peculiar ftriving for worldly goods. 

They are men like ourfelves; and more need 

not be faid, 

§. 2 

With regard to the firiving for worldly 

goods, the Indians have very few wants; but 

every thing that offers any allurementto their 

likings, for inftance tools, glafs, amd other 

trifles, which conftitute their articles of luxu- 

ry, they endeavour as ftudiously to obtain, as 

civilifed nations do to obtain thofe objects, 

which belt fuit their talte and fancy. This 

plainly evinces that there are implanted, im 

the very nature of the Indians, .as well as im 

ours, thofe fhoots of paffions and ambition, 

which need but temptation, im order to deve- 

lope themfelves. 

S. 3 

Many fchemes have been tried to civilife 

the Indians of Brafil. But, owing to the 

Ktile knowledge. which the Europeans had 

of thefe people, not one of them [ucceeded. 

Part L F The
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The beft was that of changing their miferable 

villages into Towns, of choofing their magi- 

ftrates from their own body, and allowing 

them, in fome meafure, to govern themfelves. 

By adopting thefe expedients, the fame begin- 

ning was made, with thofe Indians, as was 

formerly made with all civifed nations. But 

the art of governing well is the moft difficult 

ever difcovered by man. 

S. 4. 

The favage Indian, to whom nature 

gives, with his birth, an uncontrouled freedom, 

and entire independence, and who has no 

other wants , than he is able to [atisfy with 

his own hands, confiders all other men as his 

equals,* and is not ealily reconciled to ideas 

of 

% Lery cap. 17. Ad politiam barbarorum quod 

fpectat vix credibile eft, quam pulchre inter eos 

fola naturae luce ductos conveniat. Nec referri 

iftud poteft, nifi fummo eorum pudore, qui divi- 

nis et humanis funt infiructi legibus. Si quae ta- 
men contentio inter quosdam apud eos exoriatur 

(quod rarilfime accidit) fpectatores litem compo- 

nere minime curant, [ed eos pro libidine agere, 
oculos 
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of obedience and [ubmillion. But, then, he 

is as little inclined to command others. — 

Nature ought to teach us that none of her 

works is performed, as it were, by a fudden 

impulfe, but that [he produces them by gra- 

dual and fuccelfive operations. 

S. 5 

Another expedient, which has been tried, 

to the fame end, feems to be [iill lels calcu- 

lated to produce the defired effect, than that 

which has jult been mentioned. It was cus- 

tomary to give, to every diltrict of [cattered 

Indian habitations, what was called a “Di- 

rector,” who was not, however, of the fmal- 

left fervice to them; for, inltead of there being 

chofen a truly wife, difcrete, and penetrating 

philofopher, to educate them, this choice 

ulually 

oculos licet.ibi mútuo fint confolluri, finunt. At 
fi alter alteri vulnus inflixerit, comprehendique 

pofht, vulnus ei eadem im corporis parte ab vul 

nerati cognatis infligitur. Imo fi forte vulnus mors 

confeguatur, ab mortui cognatis de medio tollitur 

homicida, Denique vitam pro vita, oculum pro 

oculo, dentem pro dente rependunt.



44 

ufually fell upon fome ignorant perfon, who 

was himfelf of no ufe among the civilifed 

world, and who only fought to reap his fole 

individual advantage from the labours of the 

unhappy Indians, whom he treated as flaves, 

and made them toil like beafts of burthen. 

§. 6. 
But even the ableft of thofe inftructors, 

that ever were appointed to that important 
truft, were not of much greater ufe to the 
Indians, than thofe laft mentioned. They im- 
mediately fét out-with inftructing them in the 
arts and [ciences of civilifed nations. But 

neither children, nor parents, being able to per- 
ceive the tendency and utility of fuch in- 
firuction, and finding no objects of any kind 
about them to excite a delire of knowledge, 

their averfion to learn became ftronger every 

day, as happens to every new beginner, who 
15 not guided by able and fuitable manage- 
ment, in fuch purfuits. 

S. 7. 
Thofé Indians, perceiving how content. 

ed and happy they could live, without the 

poleffion 
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polleffion of thofe arts and fciences, began to 

coniider them as the mere folly and extrava- 

gance of the civilifed nations, or even as a 

plague, invented to torment and oppreís theme. 

They made ufe of all their influence and per- 

fualives to make their children coincide with 

them in opinion, and thus taught them the 

early fcorn and neglect of what, among us, 

is deemed moft ufeful and elTential. 

§. 8. 

There are, neverthelefs, fome few, among 

them, more apt and fufceptible of inftruction 

than thereft. This proves, indeed, how far 

nature has favoured them with fufceptibilities, 

calculated to produce even elegant accoms 

plifhment. But it does not, from thence, by 

any means, follow that the methods hitherto 

employed, to draw thofe Indians from a fiate 

of barbarifm, have been the belt and moft 

conducive to the end propofed. The ftate of 

infancy, in which they have now, for up- 

wards of two centuries, remained immerged, 

fufficiently confirms this alfertion, 

$. 9
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ç. 9. 

Where the inftructor has always to com- 

bat the oppofite inclinations of parents and 

their offfpring, his zeal muft neceflarily foon 

grow cold, and himfelf lofe that activity, 

which, at firlt, infpired him with hopes of 

gaining the prupofed end. The tender love 

of a mother, and the firmnefs of a father, are 

the only fparks of that ardent fire, which na- 

turé alone knows how to produce and to fo- 

fter, for the purpofe of promoting the happi- 

nels and welfare of their off{pring. 

S. 10. 

Man is fubject to wants and to pafsions, 

the number of which is greater or lefs,in pro- 

portion to the quantity of ideas he has acqui- 

red, either by the objects, which furrounded 

him, or by education. Among thefe pafhions, 

there is always fome one, which leaves the 

others at a diftance, and proponderates over 

them, both in violence and. in force. This 

palfion it is, which forms the real character, 

not only of fingle individuals, but of whole 

nations. 

§. 11. 

ra
s 
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§. 1h. 

The art of putting in motion the machine 

of every individual confifts folely im the dif- 

covery of his moft violent and predominant 

pallion. This once found out, the myftery 

is difclofed, and the real lever difcovered, by 

«which to put him in motion. He that has 

a keen penetrating look, and a quicknels to 

difcern the paffions of men, may doubilels 

lead them beyond the fteepelt fummit of diff. 

culties. Ifmen are compelled, by force, like 

brutes, to any thing, they are both apt to op- 

pofe a lafting refiftance. But if they are pre. 

vailed upon to exert themíelves, by indulg- 

ing their paffions, they will readily and faim 

comply; nay they will even offer themfelves 

to be led, and dread nothing, not even the 

terrors of death itfelf. 

§. às. 

The favage Indian is, as it were; an am- 

phibious creature of the human kind.. He 

feems



48 

feems to be born for the water,* and poflefles, 

partly from nature, partiy from inclination, a 

propenfity to fifhing. “This is his ruling pal- 

fion; confequently the real fpring to fet him 

agoing. For this reafon, his exertions ought 

to be excited in this branch, not only for his 

own | benefit, but alfo for the benefit of 

fociely. 

§. 13. 

Notwithftanding his violent inclination 

for fifhing, the Indian has great difficulties to 

firuggle with, to gratify this paffion. The 

dangerous and flow method to which, for 

want of indufiry,** he has recourfe, in fifhing, 

makes 

* Lery cap. II. Notandum eft, non modo vi- 
tos et mulieres, [ed etiam puerulos natandi peri- 
tifimas effe. Ni pracdam natando more barbatu- 
lorum canum in mediis petunt aquis, hi imul ac 

ambulare didicerunt, in fluminae marisque litus 

fe conjiciunt, atque aratum more huc illuc oberant 
caeteri vero, qui initar piscium placidiffime natas 

bant, cos fnum marinorum more flantes videbae 
mus. 

** Lery cap. II, Barbari cos (pifces) ubi vi- 
dent, telis petunt, ac nonnurquam tam certa 

manu 
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makes him, in [pite of himfelf, wander from 

the gratification he wishes, and obliges 

him to be fatisfied with what is fcarce fuffi- 

cient to appeafe the cravings of hunger. 

S. 14. 

But were he to [ee with whar facility 
and art nets are made, baits prepared, and 

thoufands of fishes drawn out at one pull, this 
wonderful fpectacle, which his rude intellects 

are able to conceive at firft view, would in. 

fpire him with joy and enthufiafm. — Unfo- 

licited he would repair to the rich hawl, and 

voluntarily make a tender of his fervices. * 

S. 15. 

manu, ut duos tresve uno jactu figant: transfxos 

natantes quaelitum eunt barbari, ut qui mergi nês 
queant, prilco etiam [uo more fpinas in hamorum 

modum componunt, lineamque herba quadam, 

quam illi Pitcum vocant, conficiant, quibus pis- 
cantur; 

* Lery cap IL. Barbari nofiri ( Brafilienfes ) 
non modo mire delectabantur retinm noftrorum, 

quibus piscabamur, conlpectu, fed et ipfi nos ad- 

juvabant, utque adeo, fi per nos licebat, perite 

ipf pifcabantur, 

Part I, G
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S. 15. 

The violence of his propenfity to fifhing 

would gradually allure him more and more, 

and impel him to live in the fociety of thofe, 

who follow a calling fo delectable to his ideas, 

This focial intercourfe would, by degrees, make 

him perceive the difference between the ci. 

vilifed man, and the favage. He would, by 

little and little, diveft himfelf of his 

ferocity, and learn to appreciate the very many 
and various conveniences, that heighten the 

comforts of civilifed life. 

§. 16. 

As foon as he knows that the plenty, 

which be ufed to confign as a prey to 

birds and wild beafis, can be preferved, by 

means of falt, and that he can barter them for 

other commodities, his paffion will gain additi- 

onal firength, and encourage him,im the fame 

proportion, to excel, in activity and dexten 

ty, in the calling, which he has chofen. He 

will form a wilh of being not only a coms= 

mon failor, but mater of a [hip. 

§. 17. 
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§. 17. 

He will then become defireous of know- 

ing the amcuntof profit and expence, fallingto 

the fhare of each of his fellow - owners. He 

will confequently acknowledge the necelfity 

of learning accompts, to be able to afcertaim 

the refpective fhares, with the greater accu. 

racy. The more his tradeincreales, the more 

extenfive will become his connections, not 

only with perfons on the fpot, but alfo with 

thofe abfent, This will teach him the necef- 

fity of learning to read and write, in which, 

fhould he no longer be qualified for it him- 

felf, he may till encourage his fons to fupply 

his deficiency. 

In the fame manner, fhirts, hats, coats, 

fhoes, and other wearing apparel, which be 

did hitherto despife as fuperfluities, nay even 

as heavy incumbrances, in breaking through 

the woods and covers, will now appear ufe- 

ful, nay even neceflary to him. There is, in. 

deed, no occalion for parents to teach their 

children the utility of all thefe things. It is 

enough
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enough that the children fee them worm by 

others. 

S 18. 

This concurrence of wants and conveni- 

ences will gradually accuftom them to obedi- 

ence and fubordination, till they acquire àt 

laft the fame ideas with thofe, who have hith- 

erto in vain endeavoured to improve them: 

Experience itfelf will convince them that the 

prefervation of fingle individuals, with all 

the comforts of life, and in unbounded indes 

pendence, is incompatible with the focial 

ftate. They will become fenfible that a por- 

tion of that uncontrouled freedom ought wil- 

lingly to be facrificed, in order to enjoy ad- 

vantages, in many other relpects, infinitely 

more beneficial. 

$. 19. 

Thofe favages, civilifed by fifhing, will 

at laft form failors, — “ufeful hands both for 

the coafting and colonial trade. Traffic by 

fea will produce ftout and interprid failors, 

bidding 
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bidding defiance to the hardeft toils, and 

qualified to belong to a relpectable navy. 

§. 20. 

The Indians of Bralil are peculiarly -cle- 

ver, in learning all thofe things, which are 

acquired by imitation. - They will learn to 

work, for inftance, in manufactures, and 

every trade that requires particular agility 

and corporeal ftrenght. * Dut they feem to 

have an unconquerable averfion to agriculture, 

or a conftant culture of the [oil. Partly bes 

caufenature has liberally fupplied their wants, 

and partly on account of the little Jabour re- 

quired from the ploughman, from the fowing 

to the harveli feafon, they are rendered idle 

and inactive. 

$. 21, 

* The Indians are very expert in [plitting 

wood, and pollefs an uncommon quicknels and 

dexterity in felling large timber and cutting down 

brulh-wood. Seldom does a piece of timber. Fall 

ou them, as ofien happens to the blacks, who 

are, for the molt part, far from being fo nimble 

and attentive as the Indians, and for this realon 

expofed to greater dangers than the latter, in fel. 

ling trees,
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s. 2. 

They have no patience tolive in the hope 

of reward. Their daily talk being finilhed, 

they wilh immediately to enjoy the fruits of 

it, in the evening. To people of their difpo- 

fition, fifbing and navigation afford a valt 

field for exertion. Befide making them able 

feamen, many will likewife become ufeful 

artificers, for the fervice of the navy, fuch 

as carpenters, fmiths etc. Progreffively the fa- 

vage Indian, who would never have changed 

his place of abode, will foon crofs the feas, 

and blefs one day the beneficent hand, that 

drew him from indigence, and, folely by en- 

franchifeing the falt trade, made him a fifh- 

erman, a failor, a fhip-owner, a pilot, an 

artift, and a merchant, * — In a word he 

will 

% Some Indians of the inner parts of the couns 

try are not fuch good Swimmers and divers as 
thofe, who inhabit the coafts, and the banks of 

greátrivers. But they ave better huntsmen, and 

poífefs a fttiking quicknefs in catching and dref. 

fing wild Deafts, “They are of great fervice to the 

former, either by callecting the herds, and dri- 

ying them to the Towns, or by preparing dried 

and falted meat at the manufactures, | 
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will blefs that hand, which transformed him 

into a citizen of the ftate, and an ufeful and 

ferviceable member of fociety. 

§. am 

The blacks, whofe hands are more fitted, 

by nature, for continual labour, in the burn- 

ing heat of the fun, than on the cold water, 

and who were hitherto employed in naviga- 

tion, will, if ufed in husbandry , effect a con- 

fiderable increafe in the products of the 

fields. * The carrying trade of thofe ac- 

cumulating products of agriculture, muft 

needs require, in time, a greater number 

of Íhips. 

S. 23. 

If agriculture, fifheries, and maviga. 

tion combine thus mutually to lend an ai- 

ding 

* It would even be ufeful to lay a taxon every 

black, who is a fiflberman or a failor, and, on the 

other hand, to confer a bounty on every owner of 

a net or (hip, whole fervants are all native Ine 

dians.
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ding hand, the combination ill raife Portu. 

gal to the highelt eminence, and procure for 

her immense riches. Suppole, however, that 

filheries and navigation were even of no ufe 

to Portugal, fiill it would he proper to pro- 

mote them as much as poffible, as means of 

affording ufeful employment to fo many mil 

lions of hands, who would otherwife be to- 

tally loft to human fociety. 

CHAPTER 
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CHAPTER V. 

| 

The Brafil Indians are very ufe eful hands, both on 

board of men of war, and merchant men. 

§. 1. 

T have hitherto been endeavouring to [hew 

that the Indians of Brafil are, by nature, fit 

fubjects to follow a feafaring life. But Mon- 

tesquieu, and the partifans of his fyftem of 

the climates, having laid it down, asa gener- 

al principle, that the inhabitants of hot coun- 

tries are feeble and faint hearted, from their 

birth, and that, by the fame inference, the 

Indians, under the torrid zone, are unfit for 

a feafaring life, particularly for the fervice of 

the navy; I find my felf called uponto examine 

the reafons, by which an opinion fo gene. 

ral is fupported, — an opinion from which 

Part 1. H in-
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inferences have been drawn, not only abfurd 

of themfelves, but offenfive to the nations in. 

habiting hot countries, nay even to thofe of 

the fouth of Europe. * 

§. 2 

Montesquieu allerts that the inhabitants 

of the hot countries are cowardly, «weak, and 

timid, nay even not endowed with any pecu- 

liar natural difpofitions of mind. ** «<For” 

This he at- 

temps to prove from a man's growing weal, 

fays he “their fibres are weak.” 

difpirited, and indolent, upon being brought 

into ahot clofe fpot. This is the whole force 

of the proof, on which Montesquieu, and 

his adherents, founded that fyftem, by vir- 

tue of which they prefumed to give laws to 

all nations, to prefcribe religions to all men, 

and to determine the power and valor of every 

people, 

* Esfprit des Loix Liv. 14. Art. 2 and 14. 

** Montesquieu does not feem torecollect here 

that the arts and [ciences, efpecially Geometry and 
Aftronomy, owe their origin to the inhabitants of 

the hottelt countries, 
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people. — It feems almoft incredible how 

rational men could utter fuch nonfenfe, * 

S 3 

Montesquieu, andhis partifans, commit, 

im this refpect, a more egregions error than 

thofe, who maintain that the torrid zone is 

altogether uninhabitable. The latter, who 

are ancient philofophers, premiled the fuppo- 

fition that this zone was always glowing hot, 

and that, during the moft fcorching heat, not 

the lealt breeze of wind fanned the atmol 

phere. Thus, not to be in contradiction with 

themfelves, they could not but aflirm that it 

was impolhble to live, im thofe countries, 

even during the belt time of the year- But 

now-a-days, it being known and ascertained 

that the countries of the torrid zone are inha- 

bited, and it being a well eltablifhed fact 

that the people, who live in them, attain 

long life, indeed frequently a longevity of 

four, 

* Efprit des Loix Liv. 14, Art, 3, 5, 22, 23 
Liv. 19. Art, 13.
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four, or five fcore, or more years, * 1 cannot 
conceive how their bodies, if they were really 
in that weakly ftate, which Montesquieu de- 
feribes, fhouldlaft as long, nay frequently 

longer than the frames of thofe men, who re- 

fide under the temperate zone, 

Thefe aflertions alone fuffice to prove 
that Montesquieu, and the defendants of his 
fyltem of the climates, have never been 
under the torrid zone, and that, of courfe, 
they attempted to: judge of fubjects, of 

which 

¥ Lery Hiftor. Navigat, in Brafil Cap.7. Ii 
corpus nec prodigiolum, nec monftrofum babent, 
Ted nofiro, qui Europa vivimus, perfimile, quod 
ad ftaturam fpectat. Sunt quidem fortiores, robu- 
ftiores, et minus obnoxii morbi. Pauci apud ecs 
Tunt claudi, panci altero privati oculo; deformes 
fere nulli, licet etiam centefimum ac vigefimum 
aetatis annum faepe attingunt, pauci tamen canes- 
cunt. Id vero regionis illius temperiem indicat, 
quae cum nullis frigoribus aut pruinis torreatur, 
virides herbas, agros et arbores [emper habet ; ipfi 
quoqtie moleftiis ac curis omnino vacui juventutis 
in fontelabra rigafle videntur 
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«which they themfelves had no diftinot 

ideas. * 

§. 4. 

Upon the whole, Montesquieu does not 

at all prove: — 

1) That the degree of atmofpheric heat in 

the warm countries, or even under the 

torrid zone, are like that experienced 

by a perfonfhut up in ahot clofe room; 

Which, however, is adopted, as a prin- 

eiple, from which many of his inferences are 

deduced. 

2) That a certain degree of warmth, in the 

open atmofphere, produces the fame ef- 
fects, 

- % Montesquieu has certainly been in Germa- 
ny, Holland, England, and Italy, but . had never 

climbed the Pyrenees, All he [ays on the influence 

of the different climatés he has copied; as a 

plagiarift, from Bodir's Methode d'etudier Phiftoire, 

and from Charron's Traité de la fagelle. Though 

he quotes many authors in his work, yet he does 

not méntion a {yllable of thefe two.
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fects, on the living body, as are pros 

duced by the warmth of a clofe fhut 

up place. 

But granting even that the effects of both 

are alike, ftill it would be an ablurd fuppos 
fition to form that the creator of the univerfe 

only created fibres for the cold and temperate, 

but not for the hot latitudes. 

Meanwhile,. let Montesquieu, and his 

difciples, amufe themfelves with hypothefes, 

as much -as they pleale, we will, on the 

other hand, anályfe the nature of thofe In- 

dians, from their own deftinies. 

S 4 

If weexaminie thehiftory of the Indians, 

living under the torrid zone, we fhall find 

(I fpeak here only of the favages, who have 

fully preferved their genuine originality of 

character) that, notwithftanding the great 

inequality in the means of attack and defence, 

they never gave way, nor fuffered any weak 

and daftardly enemies to conquer them. By 

nothing but the utter defect of the knowledge 

of 
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of ‘waging war, like their “adverfaries, and 

diffentions artfully excited among them, could. 

they be conquered. 

§. 5 

The conqueft of the government" of St. 

Vicente, in Brafil, * by the Portuguefe, is 

wholly due to the celebrated Indian Tebi- 

refa,** that of Bajato the Gallant Tabi- 

ra, 

* To. Stadius Hiftor. Brahil, Pars 1. cap, 19 

et 42. Lery Hiftor. Navigation. in Bral. cap, 13. 

Ad manus autem ubi ventum eft, longe in pejus 

res ruere: tanta enim fagittarum nubes el utrin- 

que emillae, ut muscas volantes multitudine imi- 

tarentur. Saucii vero non panci firenue telaa cor- 

pore avellabant, quae rabidornm more canum mor- 

debant. Haec enim gens adeo fera eft et truculenta 

ut tantisper dum virinm vel tantillum reftat, con» 

tinuo dimicent, fugamque nunquam capeffant, 

Quod a natura illis inditum elle reor. Etenim a 

nobili quodam accepi viro Gallo, qui militiam co- 

lit, bellorumque civilium noftrorum tempore, in. 

legionibus Gallicis Americanos milites duos fuille, 

qui ftrenue et fortiter fe gerehant, quapropera cen 

turionibus plurimi fiebant: 

** Pasconcelos Hiltoria de Brafil liv, 3. 

161 — 357.
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ra,* that 'of Fernambuco to the mettlefome 

Itagiba (implying in the Indian language 

iron-hand) and the great Piragiba, who, 

on account of his zeal in defending the Por- 

tuguefe, was prefented with a drefs and tent 

of the order of Jefus. ** The acquifition and fub- 

jection of Paro and Maranhao was chieily 

the work of the famed Tomagica,*** and 

other Indians, who ferved in the army of the 

Portuguefe in their wars againft the Dutch; 

as hkewile the effect of the exploits of the in- 

vincible Camaroa,**** who immortalifed his 

naine, in the war waged, by the Portuguefe, 

againft the Dutch, for the re. conqueft of Fer» 

nambuco. P** 

S. 7 

* Zasconcelos Hiftoria de Brafil. live I me 

101, 10%. 

4x Jbid, liv. 1 n. 103. 

xxx Berred Annães Hiftoricas do Eftado do 

Moranhas, Liv. 6. N. 563. 

tem Tr. Rafael de Jefus Caftriot Lulit. Part, 

1. Liv. 3. N.12, 53, 54 122, 124, 127. 

aeee Pista America Portug. Liv. 5. N.94,95. 
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s 7. 

The conquerors of Mexico and Peru had 
recourfe to the fame ftratagem. The name of 

Cortez would never have acquired fo much 

celebrity in hiftory, had he not had, by his 
fide, the valiant 'Tlascaltetic Indians, the in- 

veterate enemies of the Mexicans. * 

§. 8. 

Man remains true to himfelf, in all parts 

of the world. He is, by nature, ambitious 

cf honor and fame, Nature has “implanted 

this infiinctinto his heart, to animate his zeal 

and activity in his different purfuits. The no- 

tion of honour is merely the child of our fan. 

cy. We all afpire at it; but do not all confi- 

der it in the fame point of view. That which 

to one feems ignoble and mean, will to an. 

other appear noble and great. The uncivili- 

fed 

% Herrera Hiftoria General de las Indias 
Occid. Decad. 3. Liv. 1. cap. 19, 20, 215 Solis 

Hiftoria de la Conquifta del Mexico, Liv. 4. cap, 
11. Liv.s.cap.a, 2, 18. | 

Part I, 1
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fed favage venerates tyranny and cruelty, while 

the refined and cultivated mind admires ge- 

nerofity and humanity. 

S. 9. 

The Indians of Brafil prife uncommon- 

ly corporeal firength and cruelty. They are 

the moft honorable diftinctions among them. 

They worfhip them as their idols. Even at 

the moment when their enemies are gomg to 

butcher, and devour them, they infult them, 

and, in torrents of abufe, exprels the con. 

tempt they feel for them. By this conduct, 

they, wifh to prove that, although their lives 

may be wreftéd from them, their courage and 

bravery never can. They die like heroes, * 

§. 10. 

* Stndiss Parse. cap. 29. Lery cap. 14, At 

vero, nam putas propterea eum caput dimittere, 

ut folent hic fontes minime vero id quidem. Quin 

contra incredibile audacia res fuas geftas apud eos, 

à quibus conftrictus detinetnr, enumeret his ver- 

bis: — Ego, ego iple fortifimus, fic veftros olim 

coguatos vinxi. Tum fe laudibus magis ac magis 

evehens, modo in hanc, modo in illam converlus 

partem alinm quidem ita compellat: Heus tu, pa 

trem tuum ego voravi, Alium vero: O bone, fra- 

tres 
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S. 10. 

The inhabitants of the fields of Ouecta- 

cazes,* or Campos dos Ouetacazes, one 

of the mofi fruitful and richefi provinces of 

the 

tres tuos-mactavi et boucanavi: tot denique viros, 
foeminas, pnerulosque ex vobis Tououpinambaul- 

tiis bello a me captos devoravi, ut munerum alle- 

quinon poffim, ~Ceterum ne ignorate, pupularos 

meos Margajatés tot in pofterum macturos elle, quot 

e vobis intercipere poterunt, atque ita mortem ul- 

ciscentur meam. 

* This province, fo remarkable for it's exu- 

berance, was in 1748, almoft in a [tate of entire 

devaftation. Some troubles and feuds, which had 

broken out among it's-inhabitants, dn account of 

the right of polleffion, was the principal caufe of 

this havoc. Some of them laid claim to it, be- 

caufe they had obtained a grant of the province. 

As the troubles between the natives were conftant- 

ly increafing, my father Sebafiian da Cunha 

Coutinho Rangel laid before the then reigning 

king Jofeph., in 1750, the wilhes of thofe nati- 

ves to be, in future, immediately under his Maje- 

{ty’s own authority, and not under the arbitrary 

controul of thofe, who polfefled grants. This 

prince not only gratificd their defire, but ordered, 

at the fame time, a general amnelly, in favour 

of thofe, who had taken any part in the trou- 

bles.
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the government of Rio de Janeiro, * 

are fo brave that they prefer death to being 

conquered. They cannot bear to live in fla- 

very, were it but for a moment. No people 

in Brafil, nay no nation in Europe, can boaft 
of having ever fubdued them, Even now they 

continue to live in the full enjoyment of their 

liberties and independence. ** 

§. 112. 

* Vasconcelos Liv, I. das noticias anteced. Das 

coizas de Brafil, n. 49. The fields of Ouetacazes 
might, with no great impropriety, bear the epi. 

thet ofElyfian, for their uncommon beauty and lux: 
uriant fertility — 

** Lery cap. 5. Planitiem fumus confpicati, 
amplitudinem triginta Milliarium: hanc incolunt 

Ouetacates, homines adeo feri, nt neque pacem 
inter fe colunt et cum finitimis omnibus advenis- 

que bellum gerant. Cum verum ab hoftibus pre, 

mantur, a quibns tamen nunquam jugum accipere, 
mira pernicitate morte fe eripiunt, Denique effe- 
rati Onetacates inter occidentalis Indiae populos 

immanitate ac faevitiae infignes merito cenfendi 
elle videantur. Ceternm, quod rullum cum Gal- 
lis, Hifpanis, Lulitanisque commercium habeant 
aliisque transmannis carent noftris mercibus. Et 

cap 15. Populi (Ouetacates) funt non multum 
ab eis (Tououpinamboulticis) remoti, quibuscum 

inimi- 
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S. 11. 

This is the character of a race of men, 

whom the palfionate advocates of Montes- 

quieu's vaunted f(yltem of the climates, call 

weak and void of courage. They muft, indeed 

be wholly unacquainted with the hiltory of 

thefe Indians, and have never read any thing 

refpecting them, to fall into such groís er- 

rors. The mere contemplation of the excel. 

lent order and perfection, perceptible threugh- 

outthe works of nature, fhould [uffice to 

convince us that a man, born under the molt 

fcorching fun, mult needs be as lively and 

vigorous, under his zone, as the native of 

the polar countries under his. Were climate, 

however, adequate to create a difference, it 

might furely be expected to be morein favour 

of the inhabitants of hot, than of cold 

countries. 

Ss. 1% 

Indeed if courage benothing but that en. 
- ] LR 

thifiafm, that impetuous fire, which raifes 

| thofe, 

inimicitias perpetuas gerunt, quos etiam [uperare 

nonnunguam potucrunt Vasconcelos Liv, 1. 

n. 125.
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thole, whom it feizes, beyond themfelves, 

and infpires them. with heroism, it neceffanly 

follows, under circumítances otherwile per- 

fectly congenial, that the man, born under 

the torrid zone, whole heart, as Montes- 

quieu himfelfowns,*is cafily in flamed, muft 

have a much higher courage, by nature, than 

he, who is bom in the polar regions. 

S. 13. 

Let us now abandon hypothefes, which 

can nought avail againft irrefragable matters 

of fact, Let us compare the inhabitants of 

the cold countries, with thofe cf the warm, 

both im their natural [(tate, unchanged by 

education, or luxury, and the difference, bet 

ween them, will be ftill the more ftriking. Place, 

for 

* Efpritdes Loix Liv, 14. Art, 5. La na- 
ture leur a donne (a ces peuple des pays chauds) 

auffi une imagination f vive, que tout les frappe 

a Pexces. Cette meme delicatelle d'organes, qui 

leur fait craindre la mort, fert aufha leur faire re- 

douter mille chofe plus que la mort; c'eftla meme 
fenfibilite, qui leur fait fuir tous les perils, el les 
leur fait tous braver. 
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for inftance, an Indian of Ouetacazes, bom 

under the torrid zone of Bralil, on the 

banks of the river Paraiba do Sul, by 

the fide of an Esquimeaux Indian, born un- 

der the frigid zone of North America, on the 

borders of the river St. Lawrens, how robuft 

and valiant, how warlike and invincible does 

that one appear, — how miferable, weak, 

and difpirited this! 

S. 14. 

Go farther, Compare the Indian of Owhy. 

hee, under the torrid zone, on an Island 

in the pacific Ocean, with the Kamfckátdale, 

covered with fnow, living at the extremities 

of Afia: — the latter appears dastardly and 

timid: — the former, on-the contrary, once 

ftood unskaken the moft violent fhower of 

bullets and balls, from Englifh infantry, and 

artillery, and devoured tranquilly the body of 

the illuftrious and ill-fated Cook. Compare a 

negro, from the banks of the river Senegal, 

under the hotteft climate of Africa, with a 

Laplander at the farthermolt end of Europe, 

on the fhores of the frozen fea; — what a 

dif.
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difference! The former attacks the fierceft 

lions, and lays them fprawling on the ground, 

while the latter may be feen quaking and fhi- 

vering with cold, and fcarcely able to fiir. 

§. 15. 

Lery, and the companions of his tra- 

vels, all of them natives of the temperate 

zone, were not able to bend a fingle bow of 

the Tamoy Indians, of the torrid Zone, in 

the neighbourhood of Rio de Janeiro. — Le- 

xy himifelf owns that he was obliged to ex. 

ert all his firength, to bend a bow, deftined 

for the ule of children, from ten to twelve 

years old. + 

Monf. Blande Jannequin de Ro- 

chefort, ** who travelled along the coaft of 

Africa 

* Lery cap. 13. Arcus insuper habent, .quos 

Orapts nominant ex eodemligni genere, rubio ni- 

mirum etatro fabricatos; ii longitudine et craf 
fitudine noftros adeo [uperant, ut eos nec lentare 
nec adducere ullus noftrum polht; quin potius im- 

mo totis viribus puerorum decem annorum arcubus 
survandis opus elle. 

%% Hiftoire Gencral des voyages p. 263. 

3 

Africa, as far as the river Senegal aífures us 

that the blacks of thofe countries, where an 

European is [carcely able to draw breath, far 

excel the European at large, both in firength. 

and courage. 

S. 16. 

Let us now digrefs to the brute creation. 

How inferior, im ftrength and courage, are 

the wolf and bear of Siberia, to the tiger and 

lion of the plain of Zara! They are not even 

worthy to be their providers. 

Contemplating the vegetable kingdom, 

end comparing the firength and richnefs of 

the Nagatree, * the Ipe, the Guramirim, and, 

Sucupira, on the coaft of the Amazon coun- 

try, with the oak, the box, the chefnut - tree, 

and the fir, on the banks of the Dnieper, how 

weak, tender, and low do thele appear, when 

contrafted with thofe! 

Were 

* This tree called pão ferro is called in Eng: 
hfh Iron- wood. Mof ot the plants of Bralil are 
little known to the botanifis of Europe, 

Part I, K
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Were it pollible that nature, who-has 

manifeflted her power and energy, im all her 

productions, under the torrid zone, im the 

fibres of animals, as well as in thofe of plants, 

fhould have made afolitary exception in man, 

the chief and nobleft object of her creation, 

by conflituting him of a feeble and enervated 

frame, — what a contradiction ! 

S. 17. 

To give the more weight to his affertion 

that the inhabitants of the cold countries have 

fironcer fibres than thofe of the warm, Mon. 
B 

] 

tesquieu calls hiftory to his aid, according. 

to which the nations of the cold regions have 

very often conquered the inhabitants of the 

hot. * Butif a perfon be not a pallionate de- 

fender 

* It has been much too ufual, as was the 

cafe with Montesquieu in framing his fyRem of the 

climates, to trace events ofimportance to fome one 

circumftance, while they have been occafioned by 

a multiplicity of circumíftances, of which the one 

alledged did not even form a part. Thus the pro 

grefs of conquelis would feem to depend on the 

combined operation of a great variety of moral and 

phyfical 
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fender of that fyfiem, and does not rate the 

firength of a nation united, after that of in- 

dividuals without union, the caufe of this ef- 

fect may eafily be comprehended. 

S. 18. 

The inhabitants of a rich fertile country 

eafily addict themlfelves to fenfual pleafure, 

Juxury, and idlenels. Each of them lives, as 

it 

phyfical caules, among which climate [carcely ap- 

pears entitled to hold any rank. It is certain that 

conqueft has never regularly proceded from North 

to South, or from South to North. But ithas pretty 

uniformly proceeded from poorer to more fertile 

countries. It would be irrational to fuppofe that 

the extreme of cold is not as prejudicial to life as 

the extreme of heat; though habit can, to a con- 

fiderable degree, render them both harmlels. The 

refpectable author of this work is, therefore, 

completely fuccelsful in refuting the fy ftem, fo long 

celebrated, of the illufirious Montesquieu, And 

he is fo much the more entitled to our efleem, for 

his labours, that errors are dangerous in propor- 

tion to the dignity of the names, by whom they 

are propagated or fupported. 

Translators.
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it were, feparated from, and, independent 

of the other. This feparation of fingle parts 

naturally caufes a weaknefs of the whole. On 

the other hand, the inhabitants of a poor, fter- 

ile contry are generally warlike, For pover- 

ty, which conltantly bears heavy upon them, 
fubjects them to the necelfity of getting their 

fubfiftence in any way they can. This general 
need impels a poor, hungry people, to league 

together, and afford mutual affiftance, till at 
laft, after having well and long confidered 
their plan, they break up, and fuddenly at- 
tack the country of a pacific nation, living 

quietly, and free from care, in the lap of 
plenty. They conquerit. But no fooner is 
this nation roufed from it's lethargy, than it 

regains, quite as ealily, the power it has 
Jofi, 

§. 19. 

The Tartars and Scythians over-ran Afia 
thrice, but were thrice expelled, The nor- 
thern nations, whofe formidablearmies over. 
turned fo many empires, counted numerous 
inhabitants, But, without labour, their lands 

were 
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were inadequate to feed them; and their in. 

duftry was not [ufficient to enable them to fup- 

ply their wants at home, Hence arofe a kind 

ofneceffity of becoming warriors and conquer- 

ors, to which they were the more encouraged, 

by meeting, every where, with enemies, who 

neither had fortifications, nor oppofed any 

material refiftance. 

S. 20. 

Had they encountered that refiftance, 

which the Rufsians once met with, in the be- 

ginning of the eighteenth century, they 

«would certainly have turned their attention 

to commerce. But, in thofe ancient times, poli« 

tics and commerce had made no kind of pro- 

gels,and barbarity characterifed both the cons 

queror, and the conquered. 

S 21. 

The inhabitants of Switzerland, with a 

conftitution very advantageous to the increale 

of population, have fo little land that even 

the highelt degree of indufiry is infufficient 

to fupport them. But in Europe, no fuch 

cons
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conquelts are now made, as were formerly 

made in Afia. Switzerland being quite fur. 

rounded with fortrefles, and powerful [tates, 

it's natives are deprived of every hope of ever 

increafing their ancient territories, or eftablifh- 

ing new colonies. The overflowing popula. 

tion of that countryis reduced to the neceffity 

of feecking employment from other [tates. 

They bear arms for the beneht of foreigners; 

and are even obliged to carry on their com- 

merce through the hands of ftrangers, and to 

depolit theit money in the Banks of England 

and Amlterdam, 

$.. 28. 

To be brief, it is not the fibres, more 

or lefs firong, nor the degree of cold, of this 

or that country, which are to form the ftan- 

dard of the power and courage of nations, — 

Education, morals, commerce, laws, in- 

firuction, even vices, errors, and opiniuns 

decide the fate of empires. 

Modern Rome lies under the fame cli- 

mate, in Which ancient Rome was fituated; 

and 
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and yet whata difference between the firength 

and valor of the ancient and modern Romans! 

The fame climate, which once produced men 

like Alexander, and conquerors of Afia, now 

hardly produces low flaves of the moft po- 

werful defpot in the world. * 

§. 23 

To prove more clearly his alfertion, that 

difference of climate has a very eflential in- 

fluence on the happinels of man, Montes= 

quieu farther alledges, that liberty con- 

tinually prevails in cold countries, whereas 

flavery opprefíes warm ones becaufe, in the 

former, nature has gifted the inhabitants with. 

a firong, but in the latter with a weak 

frame: * — that, for this reafon, free ftates; 

and 

% If this be meant of the Pope, the cafe ig 

very much altered. For his power, both tempo- 

ral and [piritual has almolt [ullered annihilation, 

without the modera inhabitants of Rome having, 

however, yet regained the character of ancient Ro- 

mans. YTheargument is, neverthelefs, both juR 

and powerful, 
Translators 

* Efprit des Loix Liv, 17. art, 2.
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and popular governments are more proper for 

cold countries, becaufe they require a greater 

fhare of freedom, and monarchies are, on 

the other hand, more f[uitable for warm 

ones. * 

S 24. 

To become fenfible of the fallacy of thefe 
principles, one need not quite leave Europe, 

Itis generally known that, in the north of 

Europe, where the climate is of courfe colder 

than in the fouthern parts, there are no free 

fiates to be found, but every where monar- 

chies more'or lefs abfolute. The North is ges 

merally overspread with flavery. “The mo- 

marchs of Ruífia daily make prefents of hun. 

dreds of flaves to their generals, and Musco- 

vites will even fell themfelves. ** While in 

the milder climates of Europe are fituated the 

Republics of Holland, Venice, Genoa, and Luc; 

ca: Thefe have a much warmer temperature 

than that of Ruífsia, Sweden, and Norway, 

In 

* Efprit des Loix Liv. 17. axt, 7, 

** Efprir de Loix. 
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In the fouthern parts of Europe, flaves are 

fcarcely known by name, 

4. 25. 

I crave my readers pardon for having fo 
long dwelt on this fubject. I thought it my 
duty to combat a popular opinion, whofe fal- 

lacy it requires not much reflection to discos 
ver. I hope this pardon will be the the more 
readily granted me, that inveterate prej udices, 

particularly if fupported by great and celebra- 

ted men, ought not only to .be combated, but 

entirely extirpated, and that “the nation, 

whofe defence I undertake, are thofe invinci. 

ble Indians, whom my eyes behold every 

day, with whom I keep up a conftant inter. 

courfe, and am intimately acquainted. 

What will moft of all plead my apo. 

logy is the fact that, owing to the falfe opi- 

nion, which has hitherto palfed for a gene- 

ral principle, “that the inhabitants of hot 
Part L 1. coun-
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« countries are weak and-fpiritleís by nature,” 

all the means have been neglected to make a 

proper ufe of fo many millions of able and 

ufeful hands, produced, by a vaft coun- 

try, which ifsued from the bofom of na- 

ture, in a fiate of the highelt perfeo- 

tion. 

CHAPTER 

83 

CHAPTER VL 

The prefent fiate of the Indias of Ouctacazes, 

the braveft and mofi faithful allies of the 

Portuguefes 

S. 1. 

The Indians of Ouetacazes Have, like al- 

moft all other nations of Brafil, their faults 

and vices. But, on the other hand, they are 

endowed with virtues, worthy of the imita- 

tion of the molt polifhed people of Europe. 

They diftinguifh themfelves, in an eminent 

degree, by their love toward each other, and 

even toward firangers, who are their friends, 

AN property is common, Their gratitude 

and fidelity to benefactors is peculiarly fincere 

and affecting: — they often facrifice their 

lives
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lives for them. The long intercourfe, which 

T have till now had, with the Indians of Oue- 

tacazes, and the fidelity, which they have, at 

all times, evinced toward my family, en- 

able me to [peak, on this topic, with all the 

conviction and feeling of my own experience. 

§. 2. 

Though this people, the implacable 

enemy of the Portuguefe, and all other Euro- 

pean nations, nay even of all the tribes of 

Brafil, * retain ftill their entire independence, 

yet they live at leaft with their neighbours, 

the inhabitants of the provinces calied cam- 

pos dos Ouetacazes, and Minas Ge- 

raes, in perfect friendífhip. The many acts 

of kindnefs and benevolence, which my ances- 
tors 

* Lery Cap. 5. Onetacates homines adeo feri, ut 
neque pacem inter fe colant, et cum finitimis om- 

nibus advenisque bellum gerant. Cum veroab ho- 
fibus premuntur (a quibustamen nunquam jugum 

accepere mira pernacitate morti fe exipiunt— nul- 
him cnm Gallis, Hifpa nis, Lulitanisque commer- 

cium habent, aliisque transmarinis. 
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tors conferred upon them, brought about 

that wonderful reconciliation, which force 

of arms could never effect. Iam Bill m pol 

feffion of the acts made, and the negociations 

carried on, under my own eyes, for the pux- 

pole of concluding a treaty with thofe Inv 

dians. 

§. 8. 

Domingos Alvarez Pefanha, my 

mothers grandfather, and govemor of the 

country of the Quetacazes, atlaft, wholly gain- 

ed over this invincible nation, by loading 

them witli benefits, granting them certain li- 

berties and immunities, and treating' them 

in the moft hofpitable and affectionate 

manner. 

§. 4. 

No fooner had this governor concluded 

treaties of friendfhip with-thofe Indians than, 

in order to render his well acquired popula- 

rity more confiderable, and to eftablifh a great. 

er intimacy between them and the Portus 

guefe,
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guele, he provided them with fettlements at 

Santa Cruz, on the eaftern bank of the ri- 

ver Paraibo do Sul, at the diftance of one 

league from the town of San Salvador; 

and caufed to be erected for them a large and 

fpacious building, which was entirely fitted 

up and furnished according to their own tafte. 

This edifice ftands quite clofe to the waters 
edge, fo that they may bathe themfelves, ac- 

cording to cufiom, every morning and after. 

noon, in the river. 

S 5. 

This fame building, which now ferves 

them as a warehoufe,is always crowded with 

ftrangers, who come from beyond the moun. 

tains, to deal with the inhabitants of this 

province. 

The chief branches of their trade, which 

confifts wholly in bartering commodities, are 

wax and honey, of which there is here great 

plenty, birds and quadrupeds of the forelt, 

and efpecially a certain kind of clay, of which 

pots and veífels are made, fo firong as to re- 

ff 
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i the moft violent fire. * If they have not 

goods enough of thefe forts to barter foz 

fwords, tools, falt etc. eto.,** they fell trees, 

a bufinefs in which they excel in dexterity, 

Each of them works juft as much as is 

necellary to procure any commodity he has a 

particular wifh for. Thus an Indian of Oue- 

tacazes will work two or three days, until 

the produce of his labour fhall be fufficient 

to barter for a fword, or fome other tool, or a 

piece of iron, a metal the molt indifpenfable, 

and moft valuable to the Indians. — They 

never have occafion for any wearing apparel. 

$. 6. 

* To ascertain whether this clay be fine, and 
unmixed with fand, or any other fubltance, the 

Indians are not fatisfed with feeling it with their 

fingers, but take it even between their teeth, to 

difcover, by this method, whether it be as foft 

and tender as wax. 

** In Serro do Frio a plateful of falt, at the 

cheapelt rate, is not to be had for lefs than 225 

Reis. Hence a plateful of falt, in thofe parts, is 

reckoned one of thehandfomeft prefents that conld 

be made to any of the inhabitants.
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5. 6. 
If any covenant or treaty be made with. 

the Ouetacazes, let them be treated, on fuch 

occafion, with the faireft candor and greatelt 

integrity, [till a certain miftrult remains in 

their minds, which. prevents them from fin. 

ally entering into any engagement, however 

beneficial to them, without having previously 

taken the advice of their benefactor, or his 

fons, who have always treated them with the 

greatelt candor. The moment thefe affure 

them that they may contract thole engage- 

ments, without risk or danger, they inimes 

diately come to a conclufion with the other 

contracting parties. They give to.their bene- 

factors fuch very frequent proofs of gratitude 

inthis way, that they are fit patterns of imi- 

tation with regard to this virtue, 

S. 7. 
Searce had the Quetacazes vanquished 

the people of Coropoko, before they made 

them members of their own ftate, fo that, at 

prefent, they form but one nation, under 

the common name of Coroados, or [ha- 

ved 
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ved heads. * They inhabit an extenfive tract 

of country of one hundred leágues in length, 

extending from the northern bank of the ri- 

ver Paraiba, to the fouthern border of the 

river Xipoto, in the neighbourhood of Villa 
Rica. 

§. 8. 
When the inhabitants of Minas Geraes 

began - to open mines, and dig for precious 

metals, in the environs of their country, thofe 

Indians attacked them; and, nothwithitan- 

ding all the efforts made by the invaded, not- 

withftanding the lofs, on their part, of a great 

many men, and the expenditure of a large fum 

of money, they were never conquered or ex. 

pelled. Tired, at'laft, of that cruel and long 

protracted war, they themfelves craved peace 

of thofe very Indians im 1757: The latter, 

however, though the inhabitants of the fields 

ofQuetacazes were their friends, would not 

con= 

* This name originates from their cultom of 
fhaving their hair round, and is'derived'from the 

Portuguele verb Cortar, which fignifies to cut off. 

Part I. M
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gonclude a peace, otherwife than with the con. 

fent of father Angelo Pefanha (my mo. 

rher's brother) who, after the death of the 

governor before - mentioned, had become their 

patron. 

S. 9. 

Satisfied with this condition, the inha- 

bitants of Minas Geraes, elpecially fenhor 

Silverio Teixera, then infpector of the 

royal trealury at Villa Rica, fent a Letter 

to father Angelo, entreating him to. puta 

{peedy termination to that cruel and bloody 

war, * 

Father Angelo granted their requefi, 

He immediately [et out, accompanied by thofe 

very Indians, who faithfully conducted him 

through thofe parts of the country, where no 

veltige of a Portuguele was to be found. Being 

arrived 

*. All the wars, which this nation wages, are 

moft ernel and fanguinary. They lay wafte and 

burn all that falls.into their hands, even without 

[paring the life of the molt innocent. 
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arrived at the borders of the country of Mi- 

nas Geraes, a peace was concluded there, in 

1758, which has been kept inviolate, and 

without the fmalleft infringement or change, 

till this very day. 

S. 10. 

Soon after, in 1767, when Luis Diogo 

Lobo da Silva was Governor of Minas 

Geraes, the Cujeto Indians, more common- 

ly called Botocudos, and Gamelas, appeared 

there, and committed dreadful ravages upon 

the polfeffions of the inhabitants of Arrajal 

de Antonio Dias, on the northern bank of 

theriver Pereicaba. 

§. 11. 

Being attacked, by thofe new enemies, 

the people of Minas Geraes had again recourfe 

to the Governor. But, notwilhftanding he 

gave them all the affiftance in his power, they 

were bafiled in every attempt'to dislodge them. 

But no fooner had father An gelo fummoned 

the Indians of Ouetacazes to fight, in defence 

of their friends and allies, than they rushed, 

with
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with fuch fury, upon the Botocudos, and Ga. 
melas, that they forced them to. a precipitate 
retreat, as far as the Amazon river; and, fince 

that time, thefe dangerous foes have never 
dared to molelt the people of the mines. 

S. 12. 

Thofe very Botocudos and Game- 

las became the heralds of the fame and repu. 
tation of the patron of their conquerors. 
His fame refounded from mouth to mouth, as 
far as the banks of the Meari,inthe vicinage 

of Maranhao, wherethis event is fill frefh 
in every body's memory. It will ferve às an 

unpexilhable monument of the good faith and 

gratitude of the Indians of Quetacazes, who 
cherifh the memory of their patrons, in 
the remoteft part of their country, and even 

in the midf of their enemies. 

This warlike nation ferves as an impene- 
trable bulwark to their neighbours, the inha- 

bitants of C ampos dos Ouetacaz es: and. 

Minas Gerags, They livefree from alarm, 

and 
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and in the moft perfect fecurity, The 

anvincible Indians of Ouetacazes, our 

brave friends and allies, afford them the 

fulleft protection againf every attack of 

other races of Brafilians, who are hoftile- 

ly cifpofed, 

CHAPTER
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CHAPTER VIL 

Portugal can maintain a confiderable marine, 

without incurring vaft expences and greab 

danger; and without it's begetting her the ill- 

will, or enmity of other nations. 

§. 1. 

"The policy of every nation of Europe, par- 

ticularly that of the moft powerful maritime 

fiates, is cautiously on the watch to prevent 

any other navál power from augmenting It's 

navy, and often even claims a right to pre- 

ventit. The injurious influence, which this 

policy muft have on the marine of a nation, 

lies beyond all doubt, as, by this very cir- 

cumftance, it may become, in many relpects, 

dependant on a rival [tate, 

$. Be 
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§. 2. 

To a nation that has credit, money and 

foldiers will not be wanting. An army of 

many thoufand men may, in a fhort time, be 

raifed. But the formation ofa navy is very 

different: — itis not the work of a day, nor 

can it be purchafed or hired ad libitum. 

Portugal, indeed, might keep up a for- 

midable navy, without bringing on herfelf, 

on that account, the lealt jealoufy of 

other nations. 

S. 3. 

The extenfive coalt of Brafil is defended 

by many very fteep rocks,* and dangerous 

fhoals; yet it has, for all thát, fome excel. 

lent harbours, and wide bays, where large 

fleets may ride in perfect fafety , and protec- 

ted from fiorms. ** In thofe excellent har- 

bours, 

% Vasconcelos Liv. 1. Das noticias do Brazil. 

N. 68. — Rocha Pitta Hiftoriá da America Portug. 

Liv. I. N. 10. 

** Ferrera Delcript. n.orb. art. 12. Defcript, 

Ind. Occident. cap. 25 de Provinc. et region. Brafil. 

juxta oram hanc portus octo aut novem occurrunt, 

Lery
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bours, merchants only get large [hips built 
for their private ufe. 

§. 4. 

A merchant gets more profit by one (hip 

of a thoufand tons burthen, than by two 

fhips, of only five hundred tons each. The 

latter require double the number of fails, two 

captains, and double the number of pilots, 
A large fhip will ffand double the wear of a 

fmall one, will refift better the dafhing force 

of the billows, and venture on a much remoter 

voyage. 

§. 5. 

Some writers aflert that fhips, of a fmal- 

ley fize, are tobe preferred to thofe of a larger, 

becaule 

Lery cap. 6. 

Vasconcelos Liv. I. das moticias do Brafil n, 
48 et feg. Liv. I. n. 38 et feg. 

Bocha Pitta Hiltoria de America. Liv. II. n. 3 
et 89. 

Befide the large harbours there are many 
others, which, though lefs [pacions, are extremely 
important for the trade between the feveral pros 
vinces refpeetively, 
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becaufe they occafion lefs expence, and need 
not wait fo long for a cargoe in the different 
ports. But this allertion only holds good in 
fhort voyages, or where the cargoes are of 
great value in proportion to their weight, 
In long voyages, and with cargoes, the va= 

lue of which is fmall, in proportion to their 

weight, as is ufually the cafe with thofe of 
Brafil, the inference does not hold true. 

§. 6. 

An arrove of Sugar, for inftance, weighs 

more, and is neverthelefs of much fmaller va- 

Jue, than a few handkerchiefs of fine linen 

or filk. A fmall veífel, freighted with fine 

linen or filk, is worth more than a [hip of 
twice her fize, freighted with fugar, wood, 

or any other Brafilian products. Itisas ealy 

in Brazil to get ajfullicient cargoe for a large 

fhip, as, in Europe, for a fmall one, becaule 

the curopean cargoe bears twice the value of 

the Brafilian, 

S. 7. 

The merchant very well knows that it is 

not [ufficient to have many and large fhips; 
Part I, N but
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but that they muft be fout, adapted to the 

depth of the harbours they are to frequent, 

and to the quality and quantity of the cargoes 

they are to carry; and particularly that they 

muft be built as light as poffible. For, the 

fhorter the time required to complete a voyage, 

the lefs is the danger to the fhip and cargoe, 

and the lefs are the expences for the mainte- 

nance of the crew. AJ this produces more 

gain to the owner of the fhip, and advantage 

to the ftate at large. 

Ss. 8 

But it is necelfary to eftablifh good dock- 

yards, feparated from the men of war docks, 

in the principal harbours of Brafil, where the 

materials for fhipbuilding are the belt and, 

cheapeft; fo that the merchants may have full 

liberty to get fhips built, and fent of when 

they pleafe; and alfo that all the provinces 

fhould take care to raife a fuflicient number 

of able mafters and [hip - wrights. In the 

royal dock - yards in Portugal, the num- 

ber of workmen is often greater than is re- 

quired; 

99. 

quired; but in Brafil, they are always 

fcarce, * 

§. 9. 

The art of building fhips is more difficult 

than is generally believed; and it's theory and 

practice differ among all commercial nations. 

The Englifh, French, and Dutch [hips differ 

from each other very much, in form and 

firucture. Each of thefe nations has it's par- 

ticular reafons for preferring to all others'the 

form it makesufeof. Thelong andlefs vault- 

ed fhips, the fterns of which are pointed and 

prominent, are the lighteft and the molt ealy 

to govern. But thofe, on the other hand, 

which are broad and round about the ftern, 

will carry a larger burthen, and are ftouter, 

although flower failors. 

$. 10. 

* If there werca great numberof workmen in: 

Brafil, fhips might be built there at a very low 

price, owing to the abundance of materials. The 

expence of freight would then become trifling, the 

colonial products would become cheaper in the 

mother country, and better than thofe of foreign 

nations,
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Allowing every f[hip-builder his merit, 

it feems, however, that the Englifh method of 

fhip- building is, upon the whole, preferable, 

and therefore moft deferving of imitation. 

As, in every thing, which relates to navi. 

gation, Britain has, for fome centuries, had 

a-conftant practice, and of courfe a longer expe- 

rience than all other nations, fo fhe greatiy 

excels themin thisart. Englifh fhips are not 

only of a finer and more pleafing form than 
all others, but they are alfo generally diftin- 

guilhed for fwift failing. The Englifh being, 
befide, the beft feamen in the world, it is no 

wonder they fhould be able to terminate any 

voyage, in a much fhorter period of time, 

than any other nation. A ltart of even two 

days affords, with a great navy, an immentfe 

advantage, in commerce, 

So ar. 

If fixed bounties or privileges were gran- 

ted to the owners of [hips of a certain rate, 

built 
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built of the beft timber, and im the neateft 

manner, efpecially to the owners of fuch [hips 

as might be ufed for war; were fuch owners, 

for inftance, to be entitled, on that account, 

to complete their cargoes fooner than the owns 

ers of fmaller vellels etc. etc.,* Portugal 

would be able, in time of war, to command 

immediately as many frigates, as fhe would 

require, without incurting, by that, the leaft 

il. will, on the part of other nations. 

S. 12. 

If the owners of [hips of that defcription 
were even granted the artillery, or guns, ne. 

cellary on board of men of war, on the fole 

condition of their giving a certificate of hav- 

ing received the fame, the Portuguefe flag 

would 

% The merchant trading in products of Brafil 
is maturally prompted, by his own intereft, to get 

his fhips built'as, ffoutly, and as fit to laft long a 

poffble. But heought to be encouraged by boun. 
ties and privileges, to induce him to get them, at 

the fame time, fitted out fo as to be capable of 
becoming ferviceable for war.



102 

would be refpected every where on the oceans 

it would afford protection and fafety to the 

fmaller vellels, the cormmerce of Portugal 

would become flourishing, and her marine 

formidable. * 

* How far the end, propofed by the author, 

could be accomplifhed, by granting the bounties 

and privileges he mentions, feems liable to much 

doubt. It does not appear clear that thefe kinds 

of encouragement are capable ot encreafing any 

trade, much beyond what it would reach, merely 

from the profpect of gain to be derived from it; 

and fuch privileges are always an injuítice toward 

the bulk of the community. Would it not tend 

more to render Portugal rich and powerful, if the 

tradé to Brafil were left free to all the nations of 
the world ? 

Translators 

CHAPTER 

CHAPTER VII. 

Portugal, to obtain her fhips of war and 

merchant-men at a moderate price, ought 

to allow every nation the wgod, and timber- 

trade with Brafil. 

S. 1 

One of the the principle branches of the com- 

merce of the northern powers is the timber- 

trade. Many parents leave valt fortunes to 

their children, folely arifing from cargoes of 

that important product, * 

No 

* Bielfeld Inftitutions Politiques Tom. a. 

shap, 1, $. A0.
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No nation can boaft of fuch excellent 

wood as the Portuguele, efpecially for [hip- 

building. AI fhip-wrights know the capital 

qualities of the Tapinhoam, the Peroba, the. 

Brafil-fir, the Cherry, the Cedar, the, wild 

Cinnamon tree, the Gurarema, Jequetiba etc. 

etc: Some forts of this wood are of excellent 

ufe under water, others for conftructing lofty 

and exalted objects. The Brafilian Olive and, 

Fir. tree, for inftance, are of peculiar fervice 

as large mafts. 

§. 2 

If thefe different forts of wood be taken 

proper care of, they will keep, for many years, 

particularly in cold countries, without [poil- 

ing. When wrought, they dry up more and, 

more, and ameliorate in point of quality. But 

if the trees be left fianding on thofe large 

tracts of country, without taking any farther 

care of them, they die away, and entirely fpoil. 

S. 3. 
Befide the dangers mentioned, thefe trees 

are expofed to another ftill greater. Notwith- 

ftanding 
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fianding their tallnefs, their roots are but very 

low, [preading wide over thé furface of the 

ground. They attain the uncommon height 

of more than 150 palms, and a proportional 

thicknels. Every high gale of wind, which 

puts in-motion their firong branches, is apt 

to throw them on the ground; and in their 

fall, they unfortunately pull down, along 

with them, other forts of wood of a much 

greater value, * 

ç. be 

Condamine inhisaccountof his journey 

to the Amazon river, mentions a tree, which 

had 

* I was once in very imminent danger of my 
life, journeying from Bacacha, in the province 

of Rio de Janeiro, to the fields of Ouetacazes, dus 

ring a violent ftorm. I faw myfelf often buried, as 

it were, under large piles of wood, which, by 

their fudden fall, blocked up the narrow path, on 

which I went. The branches are fhattered. by the 

violent fhock, and, by the fuddennels of their 

fall, become highly dangerous-to pallengers. But 
not only travellers, who país through woods, une 
der fimilar circumfiances, are expofed to thole 

dangers, but thofe alfo, who do not nfe proper 
precautions in felling thefe trees. 

Part L. Q
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had been thrown down by violent ftorm, 

and on which he made his aftronomical obfer. 

vations: Although itwas-hoilow, and almoft 

entirely fpoilt, yet it meafured one hundred 

and twenty fix. palms in length, and thirty 

fix palms in circumference. 

In another part of his joumey,* Con- 

damine makes mention of thecanoes, which 

are ufed by the Carmelite friars, whom the 

Portuguefe fend to the Amazon river as Mil 

fionaries. He went on board of one of thefe 

canoes, and aflires us that they are all made 

of one tree, contain ninety palms in length, 

ten and an half in breadth, and upwards of 

one hundred in heighth,** and mulft be rowed 

with twenty pair of oars. 

S- 5. 

* Condamine Voyage dela riviere des Ama- 
zones p, 91. 

** Granting the reft of the delcription to be 

juft, there is here fom'e egregious miltake relpecting 

the height of the canoe, which, as the heighth 
and the breadih cannot exceed the diameter of the 

tree, from which the canoe is made, the one 

cannot greatly exceed the other. 

Translators 

S. 5 

Rocha Pitta, in his hiftory of the Por: 

tuguefe part of America, alfo mentions fuch 

canoes, made of the fingle trunk of a tree, 

meafluring in diameter from fixteen to twen- 

ty palms, having ten or twelve pair of 

oars on each fide, and carrying from five 

to fix hundred cafks of Sugar, each cafk con- 

taining forty arroves.* | 

A travelling companion of Villagnon 

wrote, from Rio de Janeiro, to a friend 

in the neigbourhood of Paris, that there were 

in that part of Brafil, trees meafuring one 

hundred and fifty palms long, and nine palms 

in diameter. 

Ss. 6 

The roots of thefe trees encompals their 

trunks to the heighth of fix or eight palms 

above the furface of the earth, from whence 

they continue growing leís, fo that the roots 

form, ds it were, as many right angles wath the 

tree; 

* Condamine Liv. 1. N. 58, 69
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tree, as their number amounts to, 'There is 

nothing ftronger than thefe roots for making 

bent or crooked implements, efpecially iftak- 

en from the Sucupira, the Jpe, the Bow -tree, 

the Peroba, or Sapocaja etc. All thefe valuable 

roots are liable to be torn up, during ftorms, 

and fhattered into [plinters, together with their 
trunks. 

Se 7. 

The wood felled on account of the royal 
trealury, as it ufually happens, or even that 

felled for the benefit of privateindividuals, cofis 
nothing raw, or on the [pot where it grows. 
But the expence of carriage to the market or 
river, where the [hips lay, renders it much 

dearer, than if fold by the workmen on the 

very [pot. 

S 8. 

| It is, indeed » quite a maiter of indiffe. 

rence tô the officer, or the labourer, who 

has orders to fell the wood, on account of the 

royal trealury, and to bring it to market, 

whether 
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whether the expence of carriage be confide- 

rable, or whether the wood itfelf ‘be of a good 

kind. They often alfo defiroy the molt 

coltly article of that kind, merely to fell a 

trunk or two, which appear to them the moft 

convenient. — Such havoc and diforder daily 

take place, in the diftricts, where wood is to 

be felled, notwithftanding the, greateft care 

and vigilence ufed to prevent it. 

§. 9. 

The very proprictors of the lands, on 

which this wood grows, will, as it brings 

them no profit, be the firft, notwithftanding 

the moft rigorous prohibitions, and, threats 

of the fervereft penalties, to fuffer the wood 

either to fpoil, or even to try to deltroy it. 

This they are prompted to do, merely in 

order to get rid of the incumbrances and du- 

ties,. entailed, by it's means, om their eftates, 

and the mortifications and grievances they are 

obliged to fuffer, from thofe, who fell the 

| wood
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wood on their grounds, in the name of the 
government. * 

§. 10. 

The cafe is quite the reverfe, if the land. 

holder, or even the labourer works for his 

own account; He will then ufe the woods 

with the molt fparing management, that he 

may not [poil, or wholly deltroy them. He 

will convert to ufeful purpofes every piece of 

wood, which would otherwife be loft. He 

wall take all poffible care to improve the trees, 

in order that he may, by thefe means, obtain 
a preference over ali his competitors, at the 

public market-place. Actuated by thefe mo- 

tives, he daily invents frefh expedients, to 
diminifh the expences, and to facilitate the 
conveyance of his timber, in order to derive 

as much profit as poffible from it's fale, 

§. 11. 

* Tt feems extraordinary that a government 
Mould choofe to carry on the bufinels of wood- 
merchants, both to their own lofs, and to the an- 
noyance of their [ubjects; but [uch are the ufual 
effects of the [pirit of appropriation. 

Translator, 
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S. 11. 

The gain, which a labourer, or 

a journeyman amalles, in this way, 

will prove an inducement to others to be 

equally laborious; and thus the number of 

new workmen will daily increafe. The grea- 

ter number of fellers, too, will of necelhty 

effect a reduction in the-prices of the wood, 

and the purchafers will, for the fame reafon, 

have more variety to choofe from. 

§. 12. 

Intereft has, at all times, been the parent 

of induftry. It will teach the Indian, too, to 

explore new roads, and to make [mall rivers 

navigable. Perfonal intereft will inftruct him 

to faw the wood, on the place, where he fells 

it, that, when cutin boards or tables, he may 

be enabled the more eafily to convey it, either 

on fledges, through dry and level countries, 

or on bealts of burden, or even with his own 

hands, to the borders of the water.
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§. 13. 
The large mafis, which come from Riga, 

grow in the forefis of the Ukraine, and in ftill 

far more diltant countries, It is mecellary 

to wait, till winter has fet in, to convey 

them,. on the now or ice, to the banks of 

the Unna, from whence they arrive at Riga, 

in the month of June. All this can only be 

effected by perfons, whofe perfonal intereft 

is-deeply concerned, in the conveyance of 

wood, in the.cheapelt and molt advantageous 

manner. Forthis reafon, it becomes likewile 

necellary to abandon, to the Indians of South 

America, all the expences and profit incident 

tg the tranfportation of woed and timber, 

S. 14. 

Allowing even that this felling of wood 

Should be often repeated; yet, if done with 
management, and only for the fupply of the 
toyal navy and commercial navigation of Por- 
tugal, it cannot produce any material fcarcity 

of wood in thole countries, becaufe 

1) A fhip built of Brafil wood lafis many, 

many years. A navy is not produced 

by 
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by one effort, but is the gradual refult 

of a long feries of years. The [carcity, 

occafioned by the felling of aged trees, is 

very foon fupplied, by the thriving 

growth of theyoung ones, which get, by 

their removal, a freer Ípace, and confe. 

quently gain much in quality and per- 

fection. 

2) The forefts of Bralil are immenfe in point 

Of extent, 

S. 15. 

The part which Portugal pofleffesin fouth 

America, from the river Vicente Pinfon, 

at the diftance of forty leagues from thenorth- 

ern end of the Amazon river, to beyond the 

large river of St. Pedro fouthwards, com- 

prifes, in length merely, upwards of five 

hundred leagues (fifteen hundred Englifh 

miles) reckoning eighteen leagues to every de- 

gree of the equator. Of the fame length is 

the weltern Aide from Cape St. Roque to the 

remotelt polleffions of the Carmelite Friars, 

fent as millionaries from Portugal, and from 

Part 1. P the
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the fouthern and;northérn banks of the great 

Amazon river, in the valt difiricr of Ma- 

capa, thickly covered with precious woods, 

and the black river (Rio Negro*) to the banks 

of the rivers Napo and Aguaricu. 

S. 16. 

Meanwhile as the Portuguele part of 

South America forms a triangle, the ground- 

line of which runs parallel with the equator, 

it contains, upon a more accurate calculation, 

one hundred thoufand [quare lea- 

gues, 

% In the year 1744 the Portugueule went in 
boats from the black river (Rio Negro) to the river 

Oronoko (Rio Orenoko) one of rhe largelt in fonth 
America, which fprings from the forefis of the pro- 
vince of Popayan, in the new kingdom of Gre- 

nada, between the Audienze de Panama and Quito; 
and, by fo doing, removed at lat every doubt, 
which. has hitherto fubfified, relpecting the com- 

munication of the Orenoko with the Amazon river, 

by means of the black river. Vide Condamine 

Voyage de lariviere des Amazones. 'P.116. Ber- 

red o Annaes Hiltoriças do Eftado do Maranhao, 
Liv. 10, N. 728. 
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gues, reckoning eighteen to every degree of 

the equator, * 

Of this vaft extent of country, one half 

may be taken, upon a fair computation, to 

conhft of cultivated land, rivers, and lakes; 

but the other half, confifting of more than 

fifty thoufand [quare leagues, is an unculti- 

vated wildernels. 

S. 17. 

Suppofing even that a real fcarcity of 

wood were to be apprehended, for the future, 

ftill it would firft become a proper fubject for 

enquiry, whether all that wood in the forefis 

being left to itfelf, and confidering the dan- 

ger, to which the more valuable parts of it 

are 

* No empire in Europeis fo extenfive, Rulfia 
itfelf, which furpalles all other European ftates, in 

fuperficial extent, contains [carcely. 59,600 [quare 
leagues. Vide Bufching's introduction to Geogra- 
phy §.17. Some authors even alert that Bralfil 
contains as much land as all Europe taken to- 
gether, Vide Bielfeld Inftitutions politiques Part, 
3. Chap. I
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are expofed, would procure greater advanta- 

ges to the [tate, thanif it were, by degrees, me- 

tamorphofed into fhips, to aggrandife the na- 

vigation of Portugal. 

ç. 18. 

None of the Northern ftates poffeís fo enor- 
mous a quantity of excellent. and durable 

wood, as Portugal does, in Brafil; and n one 

of them have fo much neglected to profit 

of the copious ftore, efpecially for comnier- 

cial navigation. This neglect has been 

wholly occalioned by the fear of a future 

fcarcity of wood. It is a fact univerfally 

admitted that a nation, which carries on 

commerce by fea, needs men of war for 

its defénce, Navies, and merchant fleets 

are fo intimately connected, that the de- 

firuction of the one would have, for it's 

immediate refult; the annihilation of the 

other. — The attention of government 

ought, therefore, to be equally engrofled by 

both. They both deferve an equal fupport 

and encouragement, not only on account 

of 
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of the emoluments, which commercial na- 

vigation procures to the ftate, but alfo be 
caufe large merchant - men will, in cafes 
of emergency, often ferve, as fhips of the 
line, or at leaftas frigates, for the defence 

of the country. 

CHAPTER
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CHAPTEMR IX. 

To promote the trade of Brafil wood, the du- 

tics of importation, paid in Portugal, Jhould, 

by all means; be taken off. 

§. 1. 

Befide the various forts of wood, ufeful in 

building of fhips, there are in Brafil feveral 

others, which are highly ferviceable as houfe- 

timber, efpecially im fuch edifices as. are the 

moft expofed to be injured by violent ftorms. 

Thefe are of uncommon duration, and aré 

capable of withftanding a very great degree 

of heat. Many of them will even tum into 

coal, without being kindled into flame; and 

will of courfe never occafion a'formidable 

conflagration, 

S. 2 
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§. 2. 

Other finer forts of wood, which grow 

here, are peculiarly ferviceable, as handles to 

all forts of tools and inftruments. They dis- 

play an uncommon brightnels, — a quality 

in which they excel all others, even the beft 

forts brought from abroad. But owing to the 

high price of freight, and the many duties, 

which muft be paid, on the importation of 

Bralil wood into Portugal, a great part of the 

value of thofe noble products are loft to the 

country from which they are drawn, or they 

ate muggled into the mother country, ox left 

to [poil in the forefis, in-which they grow, 

Se 5 

With regard to freight, it's price mult 

fall, the more commercial navigation increas- 

es; but the latter, too, as foonas the labous. 

ers are allowed the free fale' of their wood, 

muft gain additional vigor, in- proportion - as 

the abundance of products is multiplied. On 

the other hand, if the duties of importation 

be not taken off, Portugal will not be able 

to effect any thing beneficial in the timber- 

trade,
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trade, orrather it will become prejudicial to 

the ftate, owing to the powerful competition 

of foreigners in the fame branch of com- 

merce. 

S 4. 
The dearnefs of Brafil wood, occafioned 

by thefe means, in' Portugal, will facilitate 

the importation of foreign timber. This will, 

of courfe, give to the revenues of the coun- 

ity a blow doubly [evere, by the wilful fup- 

preffion, in the firft place, of the products 

of'the countiy, and, in the fecond, by the 

money paid for the fame articles to for- 

eigners. 

Foreign wood not only contains, for the 
moft part, more refin, and is confequently 

more combuftible, and more dangerous in fires, 

but is alfo lefs lafting than that of Brafil, The 

duties on the importation of this wood fhould, 

therefore, be taken of, for the purpofe of get- 

ting a larger quantity of a commodity , fo 

much better in quality, and fo much leís dan- 

gerous , where fires break out. 

§. 5. 
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S. 5. 
The fuppreffion of the duties on the im. 

portation of Brafil wood cannot, at all, be 

deemed a lofs to the royal trealury. Thofe, 

who harbour fuch an idea, are, to the great 

prejudice of the public welfare, grofsly miftak- 

en. State oeconomy differs vaftly from that 

of a private family, for the following convinc- 
ing realons: — 

1) The money, which comes out of a pri- 

vate individuals pocket, is, with refpect 
to him, finally expended. But what is 

taken from the coffers of the Rate fill 

remains in the ftate; and money will fel. 

dom país from one hand to another, 

without fome utility to the [tate. 

2) Therefources of an individual are always 
limited; but thole of a well-governed 
fiate are, as it were, boundlefs. 

3) The greateft part of the expence of a pri- 
vate individual has pleafure and conve- 

Part 1. Q nience
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nience for il's object; whereas the public 

expenditure has, for it's teridency, eilher 

the immediate prefervation, or the aug- 

mentation of the profperity, ftrength, and 

power of the [tate. We mult always fow, 

before we reap. 

8. 6. 

Befide the more valuable forts of wood, 

“many. others miay be found in: Brafil, which, 

though they are lefs valuable'by'nature, may 

however be uncommonly ferviceable to Por- 

tugal, on account of the want of wood there, 

and the prejudicial and too copious confump- 

tion of coals, in the provinces, especially in 

the province of Alem. Tejo. In Brafil, there 

is a vaft quantity of fpare wood, which is 

only felled, to clear the ground for cultivation. 

Tt would, therefore, be very ufeful to profit 

of this abundance in the colony, to fupply 

the want of the mother country. 
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S 7 

The royal fhips that. fail from Portugal 

to Brafil, and back again, are ufually almolt 

empty, and carry for ballaft but a few ftones, 

or fome pieces of artillery. Brafilis im great 

need of lime- ftone, efpecially the government 

of Beira-Mar, where all the mortar às made 

of fhells and mulcles, and is belide of a very 

bad quality. 

It-would be very advantagenus, as Por- 

tugal has plenty of that article, if thofe fhips 

were to take in lime-fione as ballaft, were 

it only to make mortar, for the buildings be- 

longing to lhe crown im Brafil. This lime- 

ftone might be bartered for wood, whith 

would otherwife be loft. This «wood might be 

even made into charcoal, for the ufe of the 

royal buildings in Portugal, for the melting 

and refining of metals. * 

Ss. 8. 

* There is. in Brafil, efpecially in Rio de 

Janeiro, an excellent and very fine clay, which 

might be ufed, with great advantage, in the por- 
celain
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§. 8: 

Were the royal treafury to combine fome 

motive of intereft with. this, by promifing 

either payment, or fome equivalent reward, 

to indemnify theexpence attending the trans- 

portation of that wood, from the place where 

it is felled, to the (hip; fill, by the exchange 
of'the ballaft, and exempting that wood from 

all duties and tolls, the goveriment would, 

if not gain, at leaft certainly be no lofer, con-: 

fidering the enormous fums it muft expend 

to buy wood and coals. 

Befide this, the royal treafury would not 

only be benefited, by the capital qualities of 

the wood and coals; but, by introducing 

this new branch of commerce, it would 

avert the total ruin of it's provinces. 

S. 9. 

celain manufactures. Being brought to Portugal 
as ballaft, and afterwards manufactured, it would 
epen to that country a néw fource of wealth, 

35 

S. 9 

The farmer, who would be obliged to 

turn his wood, im order to clear the ground.. 

which he wifhes to till and manure, will part 

with it, with pleafure, for almoft nothing, 

merely for the fake oi getting rid of it. 

“The poor, who want work, and have 

no other means of fubfiltence, but what. 

they earn, by the labour of their own hands, 

will gladly convey this wood, on board a 

fhip. This trade, fo fmall in the begin- 

ming, will become daily more lucrative 

and important, by the emoluments which 
it will afford the ftate. 

§. 10. 

The commerce of the nation will 

foon fecond it, and bring it to the highelt 

pitch of perfection. Portugal will have 

abundance of wood and coals; the pro- 

vinces will be no longer laid walte by 

the burning of trees, and making them 

into char - coal; and governnient will de- 

rive
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rive immenfe benefits from a commodity, 

which would otherwife be of no value, but 

would require being ufeleísly converted 

into ashes. 

Part the Second. 

The advantages Portugal may draw from 

her colonies, in the other three parts of the 

world.



CHAPTER L 

Portugal, owing to the local fituation of her 

colonies, in the three other parts of the world, 

could carry on a brisker, and a more lucra- 

tive commerce, than any other nation of 

Europe. 

§. 1. 

]n the Indies, and on the coalt of Africa, 

Portugal has two forts of fettlements. Thofe 

in the Eaft Indies, and on the coaft of Africa 

have folely commerce for their object; while 

thofe in the Welt Indies, on the contrary, 

have, at the fame time, both agriculture and 

commerce. Forthis reafon, Brafil is not only 

the richeft country, which the Portuguefe 

Part IL R pollefs
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pollefs abroad; but it is alfo that, which de. 

ferves their greateft care and attention, 

S sv 

The Portuguele fettlements, in fóuth 

America, are fituated in the molft beautiful 

difiricts of that part of the world. “The pof. 

feffions of all the other nations together can- 

not be compared with Brafil, in point of agri- 

culture and commerce. All the other nations, 

who have fettlements in America, liave them 

either near the poles, or the northern parts 

of the equator. 

§. 3. 

The polar countries, owing to the in. 

tenfe cold, and the immenfe fall of now, 

yield no more than one harveft in a year. The 

larger lakes and rivers, on which their ports 

are fituated, are frozen over, for the beft part 

of the year, and admitof no navigation. This 

is the cafe with the principal part of the Uni- 

ted States of North America. 

The other countries, fituated on the north- 

em parts oí the equator, are, indeed, more 
fruit- 
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fruitful, yet, at the fame time, expofed to 

violent hurricanes, that pull up the trees by 

the roots, ravage whole countries, and even 

bury buildings under a heap of ruins, as fre. 

quently happens in the Antilles. 

§. 4. 

The countries bordering on the coafts of 

the fouth fea, from the Streights of Ma- 

gellan, to the nothern frontiers of Cali- 

fornia, are fiill leís fit for agriculture. The 

kingdom of Peru, fo celebrated forit’s mines, 

has nothing to diftinguifh the ferulily 

of it's fields. It is almoft divided into three 

parts; one of which forms a plain, or Lower 

Peru, which confifts entirely of the coun- 

tries on the coaft; the fecond part, or 

Middle Peru, confifis of high mountains 

and deep valleys; the third part is the highefi, 

confifting of a continued chain of mountains, 

without valleys, and is called Cordillera, 

or-the great mountain of Andes, one of 

the highefi in the world. 

§ 5
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S. 5 

The lower part of Peru, and Mount An. 

des are ficrile; the former becaule no winds 

blow there, and the ground is almoft con- 

ftantly convulfed with earthquakes; and the 

latter, becaufe it is covered with fnow and ice, 

all the year round, fo that not even a tree can 

grow onit. The middle part of the Peruvian 

empire has, indeed, fome pafture for herds 
and flocks; but itis very little fit for agri. 

culture, 

§. 6. 

Allowing even there were fome fertile 

difiricts on that coalt, yet the products of it's 

agriculture are almoft entirely loft to the 

commerce of the nations of Europe. An im- 

menfe fea, a long and dangerous navigation, 

either through the fireights of Magellan, or 

by doubling cape Hom (Cabo de Hom) will 

always throw infurmountable obftacles in the 

way of that commerce, and difáble the inha- 

bitants of that country from being our rivals 

in agriculture, or theexportation of products. 

Such will likewife be the cafe as to an equa- 

lity 
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Hty of induftry and activity, im handicrafts, 

and manufactures, even in the whale fifhery, 

which once occafioned wars between two of 

the moft powerful nations of Europe. 

5. 7. 
The Portuguefe part of America furpaífes 

the colonies of all other nations im fertility. 

Tt lies under the two happieft zones, the tor- 

rid and the temperate. The products, im 

which either of them is deficient, are amply 

yielded by the other. 

Rio Grande produces all the fruits, of 

a much finer quality, and far more plentifully 

than all the countries of Europe taken toge- 

ther, This province alone is able to fupply 

Portugal, nay a great part of all Europe, with 

wheat, hemp for the navy, and other pro- 

ducts of the firfi neceffity. 

S. 8 

Brafil lies in the Eaftem part of Ame- 

rica, almoft in the center of the Globe, It 

directs, as it were, ils eyes to Africa; one 

of
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of it's feet ftands on the fea, the other on the 

continent; one arm is [tretched toward Eus 

rope, the other toward Alia. This country 

has, at all feafons, open harbours, which 

never freeze, nor are expofed to violent 

ftorms. It may carry on a convenient and 

fhort navigation, with almoft all parts of the 

world. In fine, the wealth and abundance, 

which nature has [cattered all over the uni- 

verfe, is here to be feen, as it were, con- 

centrated, 

S 9. 

Holland has fcarcely any continental pof- 

feffions, is almoft overflown with water, and 

muft even firuggle againft the elements, to 

procure the necelTaries and comforts of life. 

In Brafil, on the contrary, climate, foil, and 

the elements themfelves combine to produce 

fertility and wealth. Nothingis here wanting, 

but fome laborious human hands, whofe in. 

dufiry might procure every thing ufeful, or 

imaginable, in nature, * 

§. 10, 

* The only mode of increafing induliry is by 

inereafing the proportion of population to the fpon- 
tancous 

S. 10. 

This want of hands night be generally 

remedied by natives of Africa, who, from 

the barbarity of that country, or for crimes 

committed, would be there put to death. * 

“This 

taneous products ofa country, And this can only 
be ellected by enacting good laws, and applying 

them, 

Translator, 

* This isa ridiculous pretext, of which the 
favonrers of the [lave trade, and of courfe of Ílas 

very, have availed themlelves, to defend, or at 

lealt to extenuate, that moli barbarous of alltraffics, 
Our worthy author [eems to have been misled by 
the alledged facts and falfe reafonings ofthele men, 

together perhaps with the coinciding influence of 
fome prejudices of habit and education, into an 

opinion that flavery, and confequently the flave 
trade, are ufeful, not only to thofe, who make, 

but allo to thofe, who are made flaves, It is [hewn, 

in another place, that this degradation of the hu- 

man Ípecies is alike injurious to the flave; and to 
the mafter. Vide «A plan for the emancipation of 

flaves, in America, and in the colonies of Great 

Britain, and France; without lofs of property, dan- 

ger of infurrection, or other inconvenience, tQ 

their prefent proprietors, or to the public; — by 

a ftudent af the Laws of nature.” 

Translator.
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This very reafon renders the prefervation of 

the Portuguele colonies on the coalt of Ame- 

rica, particularly Brafil, extremely necella. 

ry. Though Portugal has loft fome of her 

African polleffions, yet fhe ftill retains many 

of them, and juft thofe, which are the moh 

imporpant to promote the flave trade. * By 

a well regulated trade, and by ftrong and well 

armed garrifons, which would excite in for- 

eigners a refpect for the Portuguefe flag, and 

pro. 

* It is firange how habit will reconcile the 
mol extraordinary abfurdities to even enlightened 
minds. The prefervation ol Brafil is faid to be ex- 
tremely neceflary , on account of the colonies on 
thé coait of Africa, for conducting the [lave trade; 
and the colonies on the coaft of Africa are faid to 
be ufeful, for the fupply of Brafil with labourers, 

This is reafoning in a circle. But it does not [eem 
to be remembercd that, in proportion as Brahil is 

fupplied with labourers from Africa, that country 

is defpoiled of its hands. The policy which [eeks 

to benefit any [maller portion of the human race, 

at the expenfe of a larger, is not only immoral and 

unjuft, but even almolt always fails in attaining 

its object. Thole, who are fuppoled to be bene- 

fited, are injured. 

Translator. 
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protect her colonies from the infults, which 

they are almoft daily obliged to endure, from 

foreign merchants, it would be an ealy 

talk to make thofe African fettlements flour- 

ishing. 

S. 11 

In Africa, Portugal poffefles the firong 
places of Cacheu, Bifao, and others, on 
theriver Gambia, onthe coalt of Nigritia, 
where a confiderable flave trade is carried on 

to America; and farther a fettiement in Ma- 

lagueta, on the coalt ol Guinea, 

In the kingdom of Congo, where there 

are very rich iron mines, Portugal is not only 

miftrefs of the capital St. Salvador, of 

Loango, Embaca and Cabinda, on the 

coali; belide many other places, but alo of the 

whole commerce of thofe countries, to the ex- 

clufion of all other nations. Inthe fame man- 

mer, Portugal has St. Paulo de Loando, 

and Benguela, in the kingdom of An- 

gola. | 

Part Ir. 9 S. 18.
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§. 14. 

Befide the extenlive flave trade carried om, 

on the coaft of Angola, Portugal enjoys 

imany other advantages, which other nations 

cannot boaft. Allthe-flaves, coming from the 

interior of thofe countries, and from a diftance 

of more than one hundred leagues, generally 

reach the coalt very faint and emaciated. The 

Portuguefe have the cuftom. of getting their 

flaves cured and well fed, before their embar- 

kation, and ufe every precaution to [hip them 

in a found ftate of body; for which reafon 

very tew of them die, on the pallage, from 

Africa to Brafil, * 

S. 13. 

* When horfes, cows, or fheep are to be fent 

to market, the proprietore of them take care that 

they are properly treated, fo as to bring a good 

price. But, from this circumítance, as it relpects 

the natives of Africa, furely not much can be infere 

red in favour of the humanity of the Portuguefe, 

The fhortnels of the diltance, from the coaft of 

Africa to Brafil, is allo very much in favour of 

their living. But nothing that can be aid, upon 

the fubject, can place this odious and deteftable 

trade, in a decent or tolerable point of view; and 

habit 
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S. 13. 

The other nations, on the contrary, 

owing to the want of fettlements on the coalt, 

find themfelves under the necelfity of embark- 

ing the blacks, brought from the inner parts 

of the country, as foon as they have got a 

fufficient number, and, by fo doing, often lofe 

one half of them. 

Other nations are very well acquainted 

with the prerogatives of the Portuguefe fertle- 

ments, and their manner of treating the 

blacks. They have even taken fome pains to 

imitate them, but always in vain. For, not 

only the ill treatment on board, but likewife 

the many hardíhips, which their flaves mult 

endure, owing to the long voyages they mult 

perform, render them fick and exhaulted; nay, 

at the very fight of the coalt, many of them 

die, melancholy, or broken - hearted. 

§. 14 

habit alone can occafion it's being even [poken of, 

withont horror. 

Translator.
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S. 14. 

In the Atlantic, Portugal poulfeífes the 

Azores, or Tercera - islands.  Thefe 

abound in many forts of vegetables, wheat, 

hogs, flax, wine, and warm (prings; the is- 

lands of Porto Santo, and Madeiras 

produce the moft excellent wine in the world. 

All the islands of Cape Verd produce not 

only many exquifite fruits, fuch as citrons 

and bitter oranges, which are deemed pecu- 

liar prefervatives of health on voyages, but 

abound, at the fame time, in butcher's meat, 

and other provifions, which are purchaled, at 

very low prices, by the fhips, that touch 

there, coming from India. 

S. 15. 

In the island of Majo, nature yields an 

immentfe ftore of falt; and the island of St. J a go 

Jarge quantities of cotton and lamp-oil. AJ 

thefe coafis have abundance of fifh, turtle, and 

expecially a kind of fifh, much refembling 

the cod, but fuperior in point of tale. A 

very confiderable trade in thefe products, might 
be 
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be carried on, from all the islands, in the neigh- 

bourhood of the coalt of Africa, 

§. 16. 

Portugal farther poflelles, on the coaft of 

Angola, theislands ofSt. Thomas, and 

Principe, or Prince’s island, where for- 

eign [hips generally touch, and are obliged 

to pay a duty of anchorage, partly to benefit the - 

revenue, partly to renderit difficult for for- 

eigners to compete with the Portuguele mer- 

chants. 

S. 17. 

On the coaft of Zanguebar, Portugal 

pollefles the important and rich fettlement of 

Mozambique. The trade of this coaftis 

naturally connected with that of the coaft of 

Goa; moft of the goceds, found here, come 

from India, and European commodities Ífcarce 

find any market. Gold, ivory, and flaves, 

which are brought from thencc, are the 

moft lucrative goods in India, * for which 

reafon 

*It may be proper to remark that, fpeaking of 

India generally, this is not correct. In the Englih 

Ealk
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reafon the fhips from Goa may render their 

cargoes very complete, during their ftay in 

Mozambique. 

§. 18- 

The troubles, which have occalioned fo 

much prejudice to the trade of Goa, could 

not, however, bereave it of the advantages 

of its natural locality. This place, which is 

fhut to all foreigners, needs but little indufiry, 
to become, in a fhort time, one of the richeft 

and moft confiderable factories of the Portu: 

guele , in India. * 

S. 19. 

Eaft India Company’s dominions, there is no trade 
in Ílaves. 

Translator. 

* Tt would [eem as if the Portuguefe conlide- 
ved their fettlements the more flourifhing, the 

more completely foreigners are excluded from their 

markets; thatis the more completely their com- 

merce iscramped. Other nations alo have acted 

upon fimilar principles of policy, although not in 
fo glaring a degree, 

Translator. 

143 

& 19. 

Goa was formerly the richeft factory in India. 

The interrúption of it's commerce had no other 

caufe, than the conquefts of the Englifh, and 

particularly of the Dutch, who expelled the 

Banians, the ancient fupporters of that com- 

merce, and obliged the Portuguele to evacuate 

Surat. 

§. 20. 

In Afia, Portugal poífeíles the famous 

fettlement of Diu, in the kingdom of Gu- 

zurate, the name of which place 1 cannot 

utter, without reviving the memory of the 

great exploits of the Portuguefe heroes, which 

equalled here thofe of the Romans. * “ThePor- 

tuguefe 

* It is a weaknels, not peculiar to the Portus 

guele, to boaft of their victories, obtained over 

Afiatic nations, and tó compare their exploits, upon 

thefe occafions, with thofe of the ancient Romans, 

But all, who are acquainted with the want of 

energy and want of knowledge of thele nations, 

muft contenm fuch vain - glorivus pretenfions, 

without necellarily believing that the Romans, in 

relating their own exploits, againft enemies lefs 

enlightened, and aggregately more feeble than 

themfelves, always adhered literally to the truth. 

Translator.
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tuguefe have likewife the fettlement of Da- 
mao, in thegulph of Cambay, and Divar, 
a fmall island to the Southward of Goa, and 
Bardes, another fmall island to the North- 

ward. They have likewife apart of the island 
of Timor, where Dilil istheir chief fettle- 

ment. Im China, the town of Macao, for. 

merly renowned for its fourilhing commerce, 

likewife belongs to them, 

§. or. 

Thefe many poffeffions, on the Eaft- coaft 

of Africa, in Malabar, and China, may pro- 

cure to the Portuguele a very extenfive trade 

to the Faft Indies. They need make no new 

conquefis there, nor fortify places, and form 

fettlements. They fhould only firive to get 

rid of the competition of other mnatiens, 

which depends folely on their own indu- 

ftry. * 

$. 22. 

* Tt fhould fecm that to encourage the compe- 
tition .of other nations would, on the contrary, be 

the beft means of increaling their own indufiry, 

and cauling their commerce to fowrifh. 

Translator, 
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S 29. 

But as long as the commerce of Portugal, 
to the Falt Indies, remains in the hands of a 
few individual merchants, whole capitals are 
too fmall to carry it on with proper Ípirit, no 
confiderable increafe or improvement of that 
commerce can be expected. It will thus al- 
ways remain in a [tate of mediocrity, to which 
the fuperior indufiry, and the combined efforts 
of the foreign Eaft India companies have 
condemned it. 

S. 23. 

The Eaft India companies import infinite- 
ly more goods, from India to their refpective 
countries, than they can export, from the lat- 

ter to India, and draw annually confiderable 

fums of ready money from thence. Every 

body, that has the leali knowledge of com. 

merce, will be convinced, that any nation, 

that has a company of merchants and traders 
in the Ealt Indies, will never lofe by it. * 

S. 24. 

* Thele conclufions are, however, obvious 
ly erroneous. Every nation, indeed, mufi, at any 

Part |. i rate
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S. 24. 

Such a nation, in re exporting thofe Ealt 

India - goods, gains fums of money far more 

con- 

rate, be a lofer, where there exifts fuch exclufive 
trading companies. Such an eltablilhment is, in 

every point of view, equally pernicious to a ftate as 
any other monopoly. “The realons are obvious, 

1) The natural divifion of the funds are impeded, 

becaufe in the trade, for which thole compa- 

nies are formed, the capitals laid out, are either 
too large or too fmall. Too large, if the na- 

tion be too poor to carry on [uch a trade with 

advantage, under a perfect liberty of com- 
merce; too [mall, if the nation be fo rich, that 

they would lay out much larger capitals to de- 

rive greater advantages from [uch a trade, 
were it not for the limitations of the mono» 
poly. In cither cafe a palpable impediment 

is oppofed to the increafe of national wealth, 

2) The other fubjects of the mother - country de- 
pend abflolutely on the dilcretionary ulage 
of [uch companies, in the purchafe of the co- 

lonial products, with which they [upply them. 

They, and not the public, command the 

markets, 

3) Colonies are plunged into the deepelt mifery 
by fuch monopolies, becanfe the merchants, 

their malters, treat them as conquered coun- 

tries, 

Under 
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eonfiderable, than thofe they paid when it 

firft imported them into the mother country. 

Yet it muft be owned, that, among nations, 

whofe principal riches confift in manufac- 

tures, theinjury, which Eaft India merchandifes 

do to their own mafactured produce, overbalan- 

ces by far the benefit they reap from them. * 

But 

Under the protection of a free and unmolefted 
trade only can the profperity of colonies be accelera- 
ted, and a mother country derive, from her inter- 

courfe and connexion with them, the utmof be- 
nefit. But: 

4) And what is of more confequence than all the 

ref, the operation of fuch monopolies is high- 

ly injurious to the independence, morals, and 
happinefs, of ftates. See » An enquiry into 

the effects of colonifation and monopolies, on 

the indepence, morals, and happinefs of 

ftates; in which the [yftem of government, adop- 

ted for the Afiatic colonies of Great Britain, is 

principally confidered: — by a fudent of the 

laws of nature,” = 
Translator. 

* On the contrary, the cheaper commodities 

of any kind can be procured, the better for the 

public at large, although it fhould injure or to- 

tally defiroy any particular branch of home manu- 
facture. This, therefore, inftead of being a valid 

objection,
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But this injury cannot prove very detrimena 

tal to Portugal, provided her commerce to 

the Ealt is carried on with due fpirit and ala- 

CriLy. 

S. 25. 

In the prefent fituation of the commerce 

of Europe, Portugal is the nation, which is 

in themoft advantageous pofition, for carrying 

on the Eafi India trade. The building of the 

fhips requisite isa kind of manufacture, which 

the trade pays,and which diffufes great wealth 

over the fiate. The great number of officers 

and feamen, employed in this trade, is a fecond 

advantage, which ferves to contribute to the 

wealth of the nation, * “The timber required 

to 

objection, is a good argument in favour of encour- 

aging the introduction of Eaft India goods, into 

the manufacturing nations of Europe, 

Translator. 

* This does not feem of itlelf to be any pare 
ticular benefit to the ftate; for if thefe hands were 

not fo employed, they might be employed in other 

avocations, perhaps with greater advantage to 
themfelves and to the community. 

Translator. 
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to build thofe fhips, which would be loft, in 

Brafil and in many fettlements of the Portu- 

guefe in Africa, were it not for fuch a trade, 

forms a third fource of riches. 

§. 26. 

Saltpeter is a very valuable article in the 

trade with India, uled as ballaft for [hips. 

The filk and cotion - ftuffs, efpecially the 

coarfer cottons on the coalt of Africa, will 

afford good cuftom to other branches of the 

commerce of Europe. 

S. 27. 

We need but turn our regards to the 

fources of wealth in general, which Portugal 

polleffes, and to the refined principles of com- 

merce, to become immediately convinced, 

that this ftate is able to effect a regeneration 

in the commerce of Europe, and a more for- 

tunate one, than that, which fhe once pro- 

duced, by the courage and [kill of her feamen, 

on the coaft of Africa, and im the feas of In- 

dia, by the difcovery of the pallage, by the 

Cape of Good - Hope. 
§. 28
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S. 28. 

Portugal might add new, greater, and 

doubtlefs more uleful acquifitions to the 

commerce of Europe, than fhe once did, 

during the epochs of her great dilcoveries. 

The increale of the commerce of Portugal 

is important, to all Europe, without excep- 

tion, efpecially to thole nations,. that have 

large manufactures, becaule it ferves to in. 

creafe, at the fame time, the number of 

confumers of their manufactured produce. 

CHAPTER 
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CHAPTER II 

The more Portugal owes her Colonies, the 

richer Jhe will be. 

S. 1. 

If any propuct of the mother-country, for 

inftance wheat, is plentifully cultivated, in 

the colonies, and if, owing to this plenty, 

the price of produce of the mother - country 

is reduced, it is not pernicious, upon the 

whole, to the latter; for individual intereft 

ought never to be confounded with the col. 

lective intereft of the Ítate. 

§. 2. 

1f abundance diminifhes, the price of pros 

ducts, efpecially of fuch as are of the firlt ne- 

celfity,
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ceffity, the price of all other goods falls, at 
the fame time, in the mother country, and 
foon every thing recovers there all the equi. 
poife it had loft. “The manufacturer buys, in 
fact, the raw products at a low price, but 
then heis obliged likewife to fell his manu- 
factured goods the cheaper, to the hufband- 
man. The fame may be faid of the day la- 
bourer, the mechanic, and the merchant. 

S. & 

A fecond benefit, which accrues, from this, 
to the whole nation, is the following, The 

uncommon abundance of products occafions, 

that they can be fold to all Europe, nay even 

to all other parts of the world, at fo low a 
price, that it may even ruin the country - pro- 

duce of the rivals, who coniend with her for 

pre- eminence, * 

What 

* “This is the common - place cant of commons 
place politicians. A more enlightened philofophy 
ferves to [hew that no naticn, no communit , nO 
trade, profelfion, or individual, is, generally 
Ipeaking, lefs profperous; on account of the pro 

[perity 
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What injury can Portugal fuftain, if, for 

inftance, her colonies produce wheat in fuch 

plenty; as'to deftroy the trade of the Moors 

and other nations, who fell us thofe neceifa. 

ries, and draw the money out of the country 2 

The art of a merchant chiefly confifts in mak- 

ing himfelf malter of this or that branch of 

commerce, which is done, by endeavouring 

to fell his goods fo low, that no other mer- 

chant can rival him in this point. 

Ss 4. 
The mother- country and the colonies 

taken together, ought to be confidered like 

the farm of one fingle farmer, with regard to 

what relates to agriculture and all other na- 

tural produce. “This farm oughtto be deftined 

to amaís riches in it, and to poflfefs plenty to 

fell to foreigners. Theowner of many eftates 

does not care, whether fuch or fuch a 

one procures him more revenues, but he only 

regards the collective revenuc of the whole. 

S. 5o 

fperity of their neighbours, mor benefited by their 

ruin, 
Translator. 

Part 11, U
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§. 5 

Tt is a fact, that, if agriculture, and the 

produce of raw matérials, obtain all the extent 

in the colonies, which they are: fufceptible of, 

the mother- country is not able to confume 

them all, nor can it give the fame value for 

them in its own raw or manufactured pro- 

ducts; for which reafon it is under the necel- 

fity of paying for the fame in ready money. 

But what prejudice could arife from this, to 

the mother - country 2 The more colonial pro- 

ducts it polfeíles, the more it has to difpofe 

of to foreigners. Thele products have a great 

value; they are articles of the firft neceflity, 

which foreigners want, and are not able to dif- 

penfe with. 

§. 6. 

Though the mother-country be, im this 

cafe, made debtor to the colonies yet it be- 

comes, at the fame time, a creditor doubly 

confiderable, in it's claims upon foreizners. 

It thus becomes doubly a gainer. It gains by 

the purchafe, as well as by the fale, by the 

freight of the fhips, as well as by the [hipment 

to 
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to all countries, by the aggrandifement of it's 

navigation, as well as by the extenfion of 

its commerce. What is it to the mothers 

country, if it.owes much to its colonies, as 

long as it remains a creditor doubly confide- 

rable of foreign nations? Itiseven impolffible, 

the mother country fhould become the debtor 

of its colonies, without becoming, at the 

fame time, the creditor of foreigners. Having 

otherwifeno abundance of necellaries and ma- 

nufactured goods, the want of this abundance 

would neceflarily preclude all commerce or 

trade im them. 

CHAPTER
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CHAPTER III. 

The more Portugal owes her fettlements abroad, 

the clofer it mu ft unite them with her, aud 

the more dependent they muft beome on the 

mother «country. 

SL 

A ftate, in the quality of a mother country, 

muft afford every aid to the colonies, its 

daughters, requifite for their defence, as well 

as for the fafety of the lives and property of 

the inhabitants, whom it ought to maintain 

in the tranquil and undifturbed pofleffion, and 

enjoyment of what belongs to them. 

Ss. s. 

Thefe benefits exact proper gratitude, 

and even fome jult facrifices. The colo- 

nies 
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nies ought therefore, to be fatished, on 

their part, 

1) With being permitted to carry on à 

direct trade with the mother - country 

only, even when the trade, with any 

foreign nation, would be more profi. 

table to them. 

2) With having no fabrics or manufactures 

of their own, efpecially of cotton, linen, 

wool and filk, but with being rather 

obliged to cover or drefs themfelves, with 

themanufactured products of the mother 

country. 

The firict oblervance of thefe two points 

will promote the true intereft of both, and 

vivet ftill clofer the ties, by which they are 

mutually bound and connected. * 

S. 3 

* However much thefe maxims of the learned 

author, built on the principles of the mercantile 

[yftem, may bear the appearance of truth, yetthey 

militate directly againft the principles of true poli- 

cy, snd are diametrically oppofite to the real in- 

terelts



In a word, the more clofely the advane 

tages and emoluments of the mother-coun- 

try 

terefts of a mother - country and her colonies. That 
the colonies muit lofe by the monopoly of the 
mother - country, is unqueftionabie; for they are 

obliged to purchafe much dearer ali foreign com- 
modities, and fell much cheaperall home- products, 
than they would have occafion to do, if they were 
allowed a free trade with all nations. But not to 
them only, but to the mother - country itfelf, and 
to the whole world, doés this monopoly prove detri- 
mental, The advantages, which the mother- 

country derives from it are merely relative, and 
not abfolute. Though it buys up many colonial 
products cheaper than every other nation, yet it 
does not at all follow from this, that if there ex- 

ilted a perfect freedom of commerce, it could riot 
purchafe them much cheaper, becaufe the more 
extenfive a market there is for any product, the 
more it is cultivated, and the lower it finks in 
price. But the chief detriments refulting to the 

mother- country from the monopoly, aré the fol- 
lowing: 

+) The high gain expected from it, forces a great 
part of the capital of the country, in to that 
remote branch of commerce, in which pay- 
ments enfue flower and later than in others, 

which 
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try are blended with thofe of the colonies, 

the richer it will grow, and the deeper it 

Rands 

which are thus deprived of it. This leflens, 

of necelfity, the quantity of the annual pro- 

duce of the [oil and labour of the mother 
country. 

e) The diminution of the funds, occafioned there. 

by, has for natural conlequence the rifing 
of the profit on the capital. “This » however, 

cannot fail producing infallibly an abfolute 

and relative prejudice to every other branch 

of commerce, which has mo monopoly, be- 

caufe they all become dearer by it. 

3) The defence of fuch a monopoly occalions to 
the country an immenfe expenditure. The 
wars, to which they give birth, are the moft 

cofily and thé moft ruinous, 

But for a more. particular enumeration of the 
Injurious effects of thefe monopolies, on mother- 

countries, on colonies, and on the world in gene- 

ral, feé the publication referred to, in a preceding 

note. 

Translator.
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ftands indebted to its colonies, the happier 

and the fafer it will flourifh. 

The creditor watches the debtor as he 

would his own property. He is anxious for 

his welfare, and never wishes his ruin. The 

debtor, on the contrary, endeavours to [hun 

the prefence of his creditor as much as pol- 

fible, and the more independent the latter 

renders himfelf of the former, the more 

opportunity he gives to this one to avoid 

him. 

Se q 

The man, burn in poverty, flavery, 

amd wretchednels, curfes his progenitors, 

detelis life, revolts againf every body, and 

even again himfelf, is frequently driven 

to defpair, and commits fuicide. Who has 

nothing to lofe, in the world, is the boldeft 

and ralheft of all; for there is no tie upon 

him, 

§. 5. 
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On the other hand, the man who lives 

in the lap of plenty, foon looks for a noble 

and admirable partner, to render his life 

fill more pleafant and agreeable. When he 

fees himfclf regenerated, as it were, im his 

offfpring, he praifes his creator, blefles the 

beneficent hand, which protects him, refpects 

religion and the laws, and is the firft to 

whom the prefervation of the public tran- 

quillity, and fafety, becomes important, be- 

caufe his own peace, and that of his family, 

depend on them, 

§. 6. 

Hé alone dreads the difturbance of the 

public peace, who dreads to lofe fome- 

thing by it; and the more he has to lofe, 

ihe more he dreads it: but the more he 

dreads, the more he loves to obey. Hence 

it becomes evidently neceffary, that the 

Part II, X interelt
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intereft of the mother - ftate fhould be 

connected with that of the colonies, and 

that thefe be treated without jealouly. The 

richer are the fubjects of a ftate, the richer, 

too, is its ruler. 

Part the Third. 

The Intereft of Portugal with regard to 

other States.
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CHAPTER L 

Manufactures, in Articles of Luxury, do not 

Juit Portugal. 

§. 1. 

A wide- fpread and extenfive trade produces 

the fame effects in one nation, as the richeft 

gold and filver mines in another; the wealth 

thus fuddenly drawn from both fources, in- 

ftantly excites the covetousnels of the mem- 

bers of a ftate; prefently numbers of artifis 

and manufacturers ftart up, and every one 

would be a merchant or a miner. 

S. 2. 

Boundlefs luxury diffufes itfelf among 

them all; every body would wifh to cut the 

fame figure as the wealthieft and higheft im 

rank; none loves to be an artift or manufac- 

turer
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turer, unlefs he can derive great emolument 
from thofe callings. The want of manufac. 
turers, which this is apt to create, in a very 
rich nation, mult needs throw the manufac- 
tures into the hands of a nation lefs rich, which 
can fupply labour at a more moderate price. 

S. 3. 

This has been thelot of the Dutch manu- 

factures. Amidfi the accumulation of the cir- 

culating calh, this people disclaimed every 
fource of riches, but that, fpringing from 
the extenfive trade of their merchants. 

The Dutch, though they fill retain fome 

remains of their former manufactures, which 

parfimony has found means to prelerve, can- 
not, however, reckon them among the head- 
fources of their commerce. The want of 

workmen, occafioned by an excelfive plenty 

of money, will foon defiroy them entirely. 

S 4 

For this véry reafon, the confumption of 
Ealft India manufactured products becomes ad- 

van- 
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vantageous to Holland, while it operates to 

the prejudice of all the other nations of Eu- 

rope, whofe riches arife principally from their 

manufactures. 

Holland difpofes of thofe merchandifes 

to other nations, not only with confiderable 

lucre, but (he alfo finds it more congenial to 

her intereft to clothe her inhabitants with ar- 

ticles of Indian manufacture, than with the 

commodities produced by Englifh and French 

manufactures. In this manner Holland, by 

her commercial dexterity, has always warded 

off the blow, threatened by an excelfive fuper- 

fluity of the circulating medium, which pre- 

vents her giving proper fupport to her manu- 

factures at home. 

S 5. 

The fenate of Genoa has fet an example of 

refined policy, in limiting, by a prohibitory 

decree, the ufe of China, or Porcelain, while, 

at the fame time, they made no fumptuary 

law to refirict, in the fmalle degree, the ufe 

of filver vellels of every defcription. The 

great
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great accumulation of filver - plate was confi- 
dered, by them, as a remedy againft the preju- 

dicial confequences, arifing from a too exuber-.. 

ant ftore of calh, while the duty upon 

wrought filver appeared, to them, utterly incom- 

patible with the principles of found ftate- 

policy. 

§. 6. 

It is impolfible to create a confiderable 

increafe of the natural or factitious riches of 

a [tate, without enhancing, at the fame time, 

and in thefame proportion, the price of hand- 

labor. This has, for confequence, the defiruc- 

tion of the manufactures. If the balance of 

commerce, that a nation has procured, conti- 

nues incellantly in her favor, her manufac. 

tures muf perifh. — That nation, indeed, 

which is folely intent on a conftant augment- 

ation of her pecuniary refources, by gold- and. 

filver-mines, accelerates, by this, the mo- 

ment of her total ruin. 

S. 7. 

Every idea of eftablifhing manufactures, 

in articles of luxury, muft neceflarily be ba- 

nifhed 
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nifhed from the fyftem of politics in Portugal: 

Becaufe, in the firft place, it would be im. 

practicable, for the Portuguefe, to enter into 

competition with other nations in this branch 

of artificial indufiry, in which the latter have 

become their mafters and teachers: and,in the 

fecond place, thofe manufactures would be 

immediately ruined, by the balance of trade 

fo much in favor of Portugal. 

S. 8- 

Thofe manufactures, on the contrary, 

which merely need hands, but no genius, no 

art, the commodities which are principally 

calculated for the fupply of the lower clalles 

of people, who conftitute the majority of 

confumers in the ftate — thofe manufactures, 

I fay, are the moft fuiting to Portugal. Chil. 

dren, women, oldmen, and thofe afllicted 

withbodily infirmities, find each employment 

in them proportioned to their ftrength. 

S. 9 

The moft necellary manufactures, efpe- 

cially thofe that may be confidered as indif- 

Part 1L Y pen-
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penfable, all the handicrafts, required to 

equip and accoutre feamen and troops, to fit 

out fhips etc. etc. ought to be efteemed in Por. 

tugal. They all deferve equal patronage and 

encouragement, in order to enfure to their 

products, in the public markets at home, the 

preference to thole imported from abroad. 

§. 10. 

Manufactured articles of luxury, folely 

depending on taíte, genius, and art, need no 

particular fupport in Portugal, not only be. 

caufe this kingdom is not populous enough 

to carry on a trade im all the productions, 

whichits colonies yield, or which they are, at 

leaft, capable of yielding, but alfo becaufe we 

ought tô afford other nations an opportunity 

of trading with us, and of ridding us of our 

fuperiluities. 

S. 11 

Unlefs this ftatemaxim be firictly adhered 

to, we [hall eithernever attam any high degree 

of national profperity, by concealing our trea- 

fures 
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fares and rendering them thus ufelels, bath 

to ourfelves and. others, or foreign nations 

will attack us from all fides — nations, who, 

owing tó the want of employment, will com- 

pel us, to fhare our bread with them. In a 

word, from neceffity, all thofe, who were 

hitherto our friends, will become our ene. 

miles, 

S. 12. 

The relation, which Portugal bears to 

other nations of Europe and their colonies, 

is like that, which an able and fkilful mer- 

chant bears to the manufactirers, on one 

hand, and to the producers of raw materials, 

on the other, 'The latter get rich by produc. 

ing thofe goods, that are molt necellary for 

the prefervation of life and induftry, the for- 

mer, on the contrary derive their wealth from 

the new prices, which their induftry adds to 

the raw products of every country. 

§. 13. 

It ought, likewife, to be taken into con- 

fideration that, luxury and falhions fuddenly 

fly,
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fly, from one object to another. This ren- 

ders the profperity of an artift or manufac- 

turer employed to gratify luxury, and facti- 

tious induftry, very wavering and precarious. 

We often fee fome of them, by a fudden 

turn of aufpicious circumítances, plunged into 

indigence and wretchednefs, becaufe the de- 

mand for their products has ceafed. Others, 

on the contrary, are unexpectedly feen in 

affluence and wealth, becaule of the fudden 

requeft of their labour. 

S. 14. 

Thofe unfortunate workmen, whole com. 

modities are out of fafhion, do not know, 

then, whihter to turn for fupport. Many of 

them are no longer capable of learning fome 

new art, part of them perifh by mifery, part 

difperfe, leave their country , or increale the 

number of vagabonds, and the ftate thus lofes 

a great number of ufeful fubjects. 

§. 15. 

The aflluence of thofe lucky manufac- 
turers, for whole products there is a fo much 

gr eater 
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greater demand, does notcompenfate that lofs 

to the fiate. The increafe of their number is 

effected but tardily, for their profperity can only 

be confidered às tranfitory, and fhould it even 

be of a pretty long duration, owing to fome 

favorable circumftances, ftill its effect cannot 

be very confiderable, becaufe the workman, 

who knows the inftability of his fortune, 

dares not place any dependence on it. 

§. 16. 

To a polulous nation, that counts many 

millions of working members, the lofs of a 

few cannot do any great injury. But to Por- 

tugal, that has but a fmall number of fuch 

workmen, the lofs even of a fingle one be. 

comes very important. Every plan, therefore, 

tending to eftablifh manufactures in articles 

of luxury, in Portugal, ought to be difcard- 

ed from her fyftem of politics. 

I do not, in the lealt, mean to infer 

from this, that manufactures of this defcrip- 

tion ought to be fuppreffed and prohibited, 

but I rather wifh, that the ftate may not fa- 

vour
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vour them, nor lavifh great fums of money, 

on fuch eftablifhments, in order to procure 

to Portugal advantages, which experience 
has always [hewn to be but trifline and 

infignificant. co 

CHAPTER 

CHAPTER IL 

Portugal, owing to the natural fitnation of 

her territorial poffeffions, in all the four 

quarters of the globe, might become one of 

the greateft maritime powers, 

Sd 

Portugal is fituated at the Weltern extre. 

mity of Europe, encompalled, from the fouth 

to the Weft, by the Atlantic Ocean, and 

bounded, on the North, by Spain. This 

kingdom may, therefore, be faid, to have 

no other neigbours in Europe, but the Spa- 

niards. The immenfe feas that encircle it, 

ferve it as a bulwark; arid though, aided by 

them, hoftile armies can attack its coalts, yet 

the
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the fame feas bring, as has often been the 

cafe, the fleets of its allies to defend it. 

S 2. 

In South America, Portugal pollelles all 

Brafil, from theNorthern cape of the Ama. 

zons, where it borders upon Guayana, 

to Rio de la Plata or the Plate River; 

from the Eaft, itis bounded by the Atlantic, 

and from the South, and Welt, it has the Spa- 

niards forneighbours. The whole coalt, mea. 

furing upwards of fix hundred leagues, reckona 

ing eight to a degree of the equator, is divi. 

ded into many captainfhips or governments, 

the principal of which are: Para, Maran- 

hao, Fernambuco, Baja, Rio de 

Janeiro, St. Catharina * and Rio 

Grande. 

S 3 

* The province of Rio Grande produces 
many cows, horfes, wheat, and hemp ; the excelfive 

plenty of thefe neceflaries makes it the richeft pro- 
vince of. Brafil; but owing to the many flats in 
theriver, of which it bears the name, it is not able 

to carry on an extenfive navigation, Theprovinceof 

St. Catharina, which borders on it from the 

North, 
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S. 8. 

In the interior of the country he thepro- 

vinces of St. Paulo, Minas Geraes, 

Gojas Cujaba, Mato Grofo. Almolftin 

every one of thele governments, and places, 

Portugal maintains a fufficient and well arms 

ed number of troops, who, as often as nes 

cellity requires, fuccour each other recipro= 

cally. * 

S. 4. 

Portugal, owing to its local fite, particu- 

larly in Europe, and South America, is fafe 

from all descents of foreign troops upon her 

coalis; for all the foreign powers feel their 

Come 

North, ferves as a ftaple- place to the products of 
the rich province of Rio Grande, not only on ac- 

count of its vicinity; but peculiarly fo by its excel- 
lent harbour, which, after that of fio Janeiro, is 

the befi in Brafil. This renders a good garrifon, 

and firong fortifications, very necelfary there, 

¥ The Portuguefe government is reputed ta 
maintain, in Brafil, an army eftablifhment ofabout 

8,000 regulars, and about 40,000 militia -men, 

Translator. 

Part III. VA
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commerce interefted in the prefervation of 

Portugal. But this ftate, having as many im- 

portant as remote pofleffions, in all the four 

parts of the world, itcannot but be duly im- 

preffed with a fenfe of the necelhty of watch. 

ing mof carefully over the prefervation of its 

many provinces, and of foregoing no oppor- 

tunity of maintaining itfelf more effectually, by 

a continual increafe of commerce and naviga- 

tion, in her fettlements, particularly in thofe 

of Africa, where (he counts fuch numerous 

rivals and competitors. 

S. 5. 

Both in Europe and Brafil, Portugal, we 

have fhewn, has only Spain for neighbour ; 

and however much it had to dread, im former 

times, from the Spaniards, on account of 

the pretenfions which the latter made upon 

Portugal, and the fuperiority of forces on the 

part of Spain, yet many reafons now make 

us hope, that the continuation of the good 

underftanding, which fubhifis between both, 

will nowife experience any material interrup- 

tion. 
§. 6. 
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s. 6. 

The reafons, on which thefe hopes are 

founded, are the following: 

1) By a treaty concluded and figned at St, 

Ildephonfo, in the year 1668, Portu- 

gal was declared independent; this 

treaty has not only been confirmed in all 

its points, but even enlarged by the 

peace of Utrecht, concluded in 2713, as 

«well as by other [eparate conventions, 

agreed upon, by both nations. 

o) By the alliances contracted, by both 

royal families, in virtue of marriage- 

contracts, relpectively entered into be- 

tween them. 

S. 7- 

3) Owing to the want of provifions in the 

Spanifh provinces, bordering upon Por- 

tugal, and many other inconveniencies, 

Spain cannot march an army again ft 

Portugal, [ufficiently confiderable, to 

render a refiftance equally vigorous 

and
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and powerful impracticable on the part 

of the latter, * 

4) European politics, continually watching 

over the prefervation of the balance of 
power among the different ftates, and 
endeavouring to prevent any nation 

from getting a preponderance over an. 
other, will not permit, that the trea- 
fures of Peru and Brafil [hould fall into 
the polfeffion of one fovereign. ** 

All the maritime powers, are as much 
interefted in the prefervation of Portugal, as 
in that of their own property. Befide they 
have, always, fhewn a readineís to fuccour 

this 

| * Recent events have completely falfified 
this reafoning, or rather prophecy. 

Translator, 

** Tf Great Britain does not prevent it by all 
the powerful means ather command, fuch an nluy- 
pation is now more likely to take place than 
ever, 

Translator, 
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this power, whenever it was threatened by 

another. 

S. 8. 

Reciprocity of intereft avails more than 

all the treaties and conventions; it is the only 

tie, by which ftates are connected, — the only 

fupport of their politics. Hilftory proves 

that the fuccours granted by other nations 

have, in more than one inftance, defeated all 

the hoftile plans of Spain, againft Portugal. 

The welfare of both nations, therefore, de- 

mands, that they fhould live in friendfhip 

and concord together, if not as allies, at 

leaft, in the [irictelt neutrality. 

S. 9. 

If France were duly to appreciate her in- 

tereft, fhe would never attack Portugal im 

her European pofleffions, not only becaufe 

this country is parted by Spain, but alfo be- 

caufe the fuccels of an attack by fea, ora de- 

fcent, always remains doubtful, as to the 

event. Suchan attack, indeed, would allo 

beget France the enmity of all the nations, 
who
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who feel themfelves interefted in the prefer. 

vation of Portugal, and her commerce. 

pect 

€. 10. 

The cafe is exactly the fame with ref- 

to Brafil: 

1) Becaufe the polfeffions of France, in 

4) 

that part of the world, do not border 

upon thofe of the Portuguele, excepting 

a fmall part of Guyana, on the Nor- 

thern fide of the country of the Ama- 

Zz0ons. 

Becaufe the Portuguefe eftablifhments, 

im South America, are too ancient; a 

circumftance highly important and fa- 

vorable to a nation that has remote and 

far diftant colonies. 

Becaufe Pottugal has excellent harbours 

and fortrefles in Brafil, which France 

cannot take, without having a very re- 

fpectable fleet. 

Se 11. 

Becaufe all maritime nations would, in 

this cafe, haften to the afhiftance of the 

Por- 

183 

Portuguefe, partly for the fake of their 

trade, partly to prevent too excelfive an 

aggrandifement of the power of France. 

5) Becaufe itis even beneficial to France her- 

felf, if Portugal retains all her colonies, 

at leaft, in as far as this will ferve to 

prevent other nations, that are the ri- 

vals of France, from growing more pow- 

erful at the expence of France. * 

$S. 12. 

Since the convention of the Hague of the 

6th. of Auguft 1661, confirmed by the peace 

of Utrecht and other treaties between the two 

nations, Holland is in the fame fituation as 

France, with regard to Portugal; but owing 

to the inmentfe disparity of power between 

the two nations, it can do nothing im com- 

parifon to what France is able to do. 
S. 13, 

% See the following excellent treatife: Dif- 

curfo politico que fes o Conde de Soure as Carde- 

al Mazarini, in the works of Duarte Ribeiro de 

Macedo. Tom. 1. pe 5. et feq.
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§. i3 
Among all the powers of Europe, Eng. 

land is that, whofe friendship Portugal ought 
moft ftudiously to endeavour to preferve, not 
only on account of the commerce between 

the two nations, but particularly. owing to 
the prompt and active fuccour, which Portu- 

gal may always promife herfelf from England, 

S. 14, 

Yet let no one imagine, for all this, that 

Portugal lives in à ftate of dependence on Eng. 

land. This latter kingdom mutft find purchaf- 

ers for her manufactures; it prefers the Por- 

tugal -wines to thofe of France, not only be- 

caufe the latter have been doubly enhanced in 
price, by the many duties laid on them, fince 

the commercial treaty of 1703, but likewife 
becaufe the balance would turn in favor of 

France, by the increafed confumption of her 
wines in England. In other relpects, the great 

bene- 

* Interets des nations de PEurope, Tom, I, 
Chap. 8. de PAngletterre. p. 578. 

Mes 
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benefits, which England draws from her com. 

merce with Portugal, afford a fufficient proof, 

that England depends more on Portugal, than 

Portugal does on England. 

S. 15. 

The treaty of 1703 is merely commercial, 

without the [malleft relation to any treaty of 

peace. By it Portugal engaged only to per- 

mit the importation of the products of the 

Englifh woollen - manufactures into her do. 

mintons, without impofing on them a higher 

duty than that, which they were obliged to 

pay, before the prohibition of the importation 

of cloth made of foreign wool was illued. This 

cannot be confidered as an exclufive privilege, 

binding the hands of the Portuguefe, and hin- 

dering them from granting an equal right to 

any other nation, which may purchale from 

them a greater quantity of their abundance, 

and of their colonial produce. 
§. 16. 

Memorias economicas da Academia real das 

Scienzias de Lisboa. Tom, 3. Memoria fobre o 

eftado da agricultura e commercio do Alto Dairo, 

cap. 2. pe 75. 

Part III. A a
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§. 16. 

England buys of Portugal little fugar, 

little tobacco, and no Eafi India goods at all, 

becaufe fhe draws thofe commodities, for the 

moft part, from her own fettlements. Excepting 

cotton, the Englifh fcarce purchafe a fingle 

article of the colonial produce of Portugal, but 

gold and diamonds. 

S. 17, 

If Portugal were to exempt all nations, 

without diftinction, from paying duties 

on woollen goods imported, and reduce every 

thing to the fame footing, on which it was 

previous to. that prohibition, fhe would not 

only create herfelf as many new friends and 

allies, as would find their advantage in the 

commerce with the Portuguefe; but fhe would 

augment, at the fame time, in her markets, 

the number of competitors, who would not 

alone fell to them the products of their indu- 

ftry and manufactures cheaper, but even pur- 

cliafe the products of Portugal dearer than the 

Englifh. This would certainly be ftriking a 

violent blow againft the Britifh trade; for fince 

the 
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the hand - Jabour of the Englilh workmen is 

fo uncommonly dear, partly on account of 

the national wealth of the Englifh, partly by 

reafon of the manifold taxes, with which 

the people of England are loaded, in order 

to enable them to pay the interelt of the na- 

tional debt, the Britilh merchants would no 

longer enter into competition in the Portu. 

guele markets with thofe of other nations, 

without its caufing them material injury. 

Ss. ag. 

Thus it becomes important for England, 

to preferve the friendfhip of Portugal, nay 

fometimes the Englifh will even find it to their 

own benefit to make fome facrifice, left Por. 

tugal fhould have recourfe to the liberty of 

commerce, increafe the number of foreign ri- 

vals in her markets, and fubvert entirely the 

old - eftablifhed order of things. 

Al other nations of Europe have, at pre- 

fent, with regard to Portugal, no kind Of in+ 

tereft, but what is merely commercial. 

§. 19.
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S. 19. 

We have fhewn that Portugal has no 

neighbours by land, in Europe and America, 

but the Spaniards; and that it is very advan. 

tageous to the latter to live in harmony and 

friendfhip with the Portuguefe, if not as al- 
lies, at lealt as a neutral people. The Portu. 
guele, however, having a fufficient number 

of troops in their colonies, particularly in 
America, to prevent any power of Europo 
from conquering them, but nota navy, [uffi- 

Cleliljl to protect them from the attacks of fuch 
hoftile nations, as might undertake a defcent, 

on fome weak fide of the extenfive coalts of 
Brafil, of Africa, or Afia, hence a necelfity arifes 
for Portugal, to reduce the number of her 

troops, and to maintain only what force is 

required to keep up the dignity of her empire, 

among her neighbours, and to preferve the 

public fafety and peace, among her own 
fubjects. On the other hand, Portugal ought 
to ftrain every nerve, to increafe her navy, 
which can never be too much increafed, and 

which will always keep increafing, in propor. 
ton to the extenfivenels of her commerce. 

4. go. 
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§. 20. 

Portugal, with regard to her navy, ought 

to be confidered in the fame point of view as 

England, that reduces her military eftablifh- 

ment to maintain a more formidable naval 

force, yet with this difference, that England 

is far and near, nay from all fides, furrounded 

by enemies and rivals, who may eafily at- 

tempt an invafion of her coaft, while, om 

the contrary, the polfeffions of Portugal are 

at a far greater diftance from thofe of her ene- 

mies, and may, in cafe of emergency , afford 

one another mutual affiftance, by a combina- 

ton of their naval and military force. Wrath 

them, the lofs of a foldier may be eafily fupplied 

by two or three other ftout and found fellows. 

§. 21 

This is not the cafe with the enemies of 

the Portuguele, who are often obliged to fend 

to far diffant regions for fpoiled provilions, 

and weakened, enervated foldiers. With thefe 

the lofs of one foldier is not (0 eafily made up, 

by f(ubfiituting another im his room, 

All
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All thefe are advantages, which Portugal 
may julily boaft, to enjoy over England. 

§. 029, 

Every other maritime power, for inftance 
Spain, France, Holland, that have niany con- 
tinental neighbours, need many intrench. 

ments; fortifications and great and well. difci- 

plined armies, who muft always be kept in 
readineís to attack or defend. Thofe great 

land - forces naturally diminifh the number of 
feamen. In this point, too, Portugal has 

the advantage of all other powers of the con- 
tinent, 

CHAPTER 
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CHAPTER IIL 

The neutrality of Portugal is important to all 

other maritime fiates, 

S. 1. 

AU the fiates of Europe cannot fuficiently 

retrench their expenditure, as, exclufive of the 

pay and maintenance of their iroops , in time 

of peace, they are under the necefhty of lay- 

ing by, and keeping in readinels, a confider. 

able treafure, which is loft to their commerce. 

Without the firicteft obfervance of this falutary 

rule of ftate-policy, they are under daily ap- 

prehenfions of ruin, and forced to tremble at 

every hoftile attack, 

S. 2
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§. 2. 

A power, whole territories are fituated 

between two or more belligerent [tates, is of- 

ten obliged either to wage war herfelf, or to 

allow other nations the free paflage of their 

armies through her dominions, But [ince it 

generally happens, that the latter ravage the 

countries through which they país, particular- 

ly thofe of neutral powers, whom they do not 

reckon among their friends, the meutral ftate 

thus annoyed, fees itfelf forced at laft, to 

efpoufe the caufe of one party, to prevent her 

polellions from becoming the common prey 

of both. In this manner, the prudence of 

the wilelt ruler, of the father and friend of 

his fubjects, is often unavailing, to protect 

them from Iuch a [courge. 

S. 3. 

The fituation of Portugal, at the further- 

moft end of Europe, fecures her from all fuch 

calamities. By virtue of her happy fite, fhe 

enjoys all the good Europe pofleffes, her arts, 

her [ciences, and commerce; but with regard 

to 
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to the bad — the wars — [he feems not to 
belong to this part of the world. 

S. 4. 
With regard to the belligerent maritime 

powers, Portugal is able to obferve the ftrict- 

eft neutrality, without its being ealy for any 

one of them to force her to take an ac- 

tive part in war; for the nation, that would 

compel her to go to war, has either a power- 

ful enemy againlt her, or not. If this enemy 

be a powerful one, and that nation wants 

fuccours againft him, it can have no troops 
to fpare, to attack Portugal, at the fame time, 

and involve her in warfare. * 

S. 5. 

But if the enemy be a weak one, that 

nation needs no combined forces, and will, 

of 

* Had the Portuguele government wifely ad- 

hered to the fyftem of political conduct laid down 
here, by the learned bifhop, fhe might perhaps 

have been free from a Gallo- Spanifh Invafion. 

Translator. 

Part III. Bb
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of courfe, abftain from every attempt to make 

Portugal furnifh fuccours, for fear of making 

her ân enemy. By fuch an attempt, indeed, 

fhe would only increale the number of her 

enemies, and bring upon herfelf irretrievable 

injury. 

S 6. 

A weak, impotent nation can only do 

great injury to another, more powerful, and 

formidable, in confequence cf its fituation, 

Weak and impotent ftates are: Tunis, Tri- 

poli and Algicrs. Yet thele, too, owing 

to the advantageous fituation of their territo- 

ries, and the manner of making war in fmall 

armed boats, have almoft rendered all the 

powers of Europe tributary to them, 

S. 7. 
Portugal is miftrefs of a great part of the 

coalis oi America, Africa, and Aha, as well 

as of the islands fituated in the ftreights of the 

Atlantic ocean, with their numerous large 

and fmall fea. ports. Suppofe the Portuguefe 

were to occupy, with a fmall number of fri- 

gates 
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gates and privateers thofe islands, near tlie 

place, where the India-men generally water 

and take in provifions and refrefhments, thofe 

armed fhips, ifsuing forth on cruifes from 

thofe quarters, which might be every way 

confidered as their home, could firike, with 

fear and alarm, even the molt powerful 

ftates of Europe, 

§. 8. 

It would not even be neceflary for Portu- 

gal, to fit out all the fhips required for thofe 

cruifes, at her own expence, or that of her 

fubjects. It would be fufficient to grant let- 

ters of marque to foreign privateers, to make 

captures, under her flag, and for their own ac- 

count, and merely to promife them fafety in 

thofe harbours. 

By thefe means, the Portuguele might 

obtain great advantages over their enemies, 

becaufe they could attack them by merely fal- 

lying forth from their homes, whexeas the 

enemies of the Portuguefe could not attack 

them, but at a great diftance from their own 

country.
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country. The enemies of Portugal would, 

thereby, be forced, to give convoys of [hips 

of the line or frigates, to their merchantmen ; 

a mcafure partly very expenfive, partly very 

cumberfome to their trade; and, without at. 

tending to this necellary precaution,' their 

fhips would run the risk of being taken one 

after another. 

S. 9 

The friendfhip of Portugal, be it as an 

ally, oras a neutral ftate, is of the laft importance 

to all the maritime powers, not only owing 

to the great benefits which they draw from 

their commercial intercourfe with this king- 

dom, and from its excellent harbours, where 

they can repair their damaged fhips of war, 

and merchantmen; but, alfo, from a variety 

of other caufes, the good will of Portugal is 

of ineftimable value to them, 

§. 10. 

At every period, when the maritime pow- 

ers were making war on each other, the 

Por- 

197 

Portuguefe flag rendered very ellential fervi- 
cesto them all. Im the late American war; 

while the firft maritime nations of Europe, 

England, Spain, France and Holland were 

contriving their mutual ruin, Portugal obfer- 

ved the firictelt neutrality. The Portuguefe 

merchants, always true to their word, en- 

deavoured, on their parts, to allert the honor 

of their nation. They held, in their hands, 

the bands, which rivetted the commerce of 

all thofe nations; they preferved them invio- 

late, nor would they fuffer any one to break 

them. 

S. 11. 

If Portugal, in fine, keeps up a confider- 

able navy and large merchant. fleets; if, fatis.. 

fied with her vaft domains in the four quarters 

of the globe, fhe renounces all conquelts; 

if fhe maintains her fubjects in the peaceful 
and tranquil enjoyment of their property; if 

fhe only eftablifhes manufactures of the molk 

indifpenfable neceffity, and abandons thofe 

of luxury to foreigners, in order to afford 

them an opportunity of purchafing her fuper. 

fluities:



198 
: : : ERRATA: 

fluities: -— if Portugal, I fay, does all this, 

no enemy will moleft her, or difturb her quiet: 

for all the nations will feel, in her preferva- 

tion an intereft, clofely connected with 

their own. 

P. 81 14 falt confequently, rea d faltis confequentiy. 
22 — 25 chefe, r, cheefe. 

15 — 13 natures, X, nature’s, 
i6 — 10 peflefles, r, poífefTes. 
25 = 4 whole, r. whole. 
— — 16 manifefty, x, manifefly. 
28 — @ indifpenfible, x, indifpenfable. 

go — q Buglismen, r. Englishmeú. 

FINIS. 57 — 16 intreprid, r, intrepid. 

48 — 18 peritiffimas, r. peritilfimos, 

49 — 13 hawl, r. haul. 
go — 21 dextenty, r. dexterity. 

51 — 3 deflireous, r, defirons 

— — 6 necelfty, r. necellity. 

— — 18 be, r. he. 

52 — 22 interprid, r r, intrepid. 
63 — 10 firenght, r. firength. 
54 — 15 enfranchileing, r. enfranchifing. 
58 — 11 attemps, I. attempts. 
59 — 6 egregions, r. egregious. 
6o — g defendants, r. defenders. 

= — 15 babent, r. habent. 

— 16 examinie, r. examine. 

q — 7 St. Lawrens,r. St. Lawrence. 

72 — 16 Blande, r. Claude. 
75 — 23 that, Te as 
76 — 6 tontry, country. 

78 — 13 theit, r, their. 

go —  morhers, r. mother's. 
gi — g Diogo, r. Diego. 
97 — 19 cargoe, T, Cargo. 
— e Q0 — T, — 

98— 8 r. 
101 — 21 a, E. AS, 
106 — 16 heighth, 7, height. 

109 — 10 vigilence, 1. vigilance. 
133 — 22 center, Ir. centre, 

136 — g imporpant, T. important. I
!
l
l
l
l
l
l
l
l
I
I
}
I
I
I
I
I
I
E
H
I
I
T
!
!
I
l
l
l
l
l
l
i
!
l
 



T
 

O 

136 1. 25 expenfe, read expence, 
149 — 7 faltpeter, x, falpetre, 
151 — 7 propuct, x. product. 
152 — 25 communit, community. 
172 — 16 whihter, r. whither. 
175 — 12 polulous, r. populous.


