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P R E F A C E

T H E Publishing o f thisVoy- 
age, is from a Supposition 
that it contains fomcthing 

ufcful tothofe following in the fame 
Track, and that it will be no un­
profitable Amufement to others who 
do not. I Shall therefore wave all 
Apology, and inftead, proceed to a 
Reflection or two, on the Life and 
Element wc occupy.

And fir jl, The Man whole 
Means o f Subiiftence irrcverflbly de­
pends on the Sea, is unhappy be- 
caufe heforfakes his proper Element, 
his Wife, Children, Country, and 
Friends, all that can be called plea*?

a Sant



fant (and o f Neceffity, not Choice) 
to tempt unknown Dangers, on 
that deceitful, tracklefs Path j Lee 
Shores, Tempefts, Wants o f fome 
kind or other, bad Winds, or the 
rougher Paflions o f our felvcs, are 
continually m olefting; and i f  com­
mon Danger under one adopted Pa­
rent (Neptune) does not always u- 
nitc us, yet we are ftill cooped like 
Fowls, to the fame Diet and Afio- 
ciates.

<{ T ill chang'd at length and to the 
Place conform'd

“  In  Temper and in N ature we re­
ceive

“  Fam iliar the fierce H eat.
Milton. B. II.

Tophct * w ith Stink o f  Suffolk V a ­
porous

P R E F A C E .

• Put metaphorically fora Ship’* Cockpit; and anfwcn 
<6 the dark Cellaring of a Houfc.

Ob-



Obfcures the G lim  ; that vifive and 
o fa fliv e  N erves 

In  us fe e l dreadful Change.

And to complcat our ill Luck, 
while wc are thus contending with 
finiftcr Fate, the Rogues at home 
perhaps are dealing away die Hearts 

•of our Miftrcfies and Wives. Are 
not thefe a haplefs Race thus 
doomed!

A  Sea-Life abfolutely conlidcred, 
had fo much o f Hardfhipand Dan­
ger, diat in King Joh n s  T im e a na­
tional Synod ordained, no m arried  
Perfons floouldgo beyond Sea without 
publi/hing their m utual Confent; 
which, I apprehend, proceeded from 
this Foundation: That it  floould 7iot 
be in the power o f one to th ru jl him - 

f e l f  on D ifficulties and H a za rd , that 
would make the other equally un­
happy. The Saxons before, made 
a Law, that if  a Merchant eroded 
the wide Sea direc times, he iliould 

a 2 he
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be honoured with the Title o f 7%aner 
{Rapin, p. 1 5.) and the Monarchs o f 
die Eaft /hew their Approbation, 
by /till leaving the rough Domi­
nion o f it to Chri/lians. There 
are Circumftanccs notwithftanding, 
which may abate the Infelicity, and 
give real Pleafure: Such chiefly in 
the Navy, are a Defence o f ones 
Country, a Livelihood, being better 
manned and provided againft Dan­
gers than Trading Ships; Good-na- 
tur’d Officers, a mutual good Treat­
ment, feeing the Wonders o f the 
Deep, and at laft, maimec or de- 
crcpid, a Retreat to Superannuation, 
or that noble Foundation of Greeri- 
iwc/>-Hofpital; to which o f late 
Years mull be added, the Satisfac­
tion Officers receive from that gene­
rous Contribution for fupporting 
their Widows, and confcqucntly 
the Children they may leave behind 
them.

iv P R E F A C E .
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This charitable Project is govern­
ed by die following Articles, efta- 
blifyed by His prefent Majefty,

I.

That W idows o f  Commiffion arid 
W arrant Officers o f  the Royal N avy , 

fh a ll be reputed proper ObjeSls o f the 
Charity, whofe A nnual Incomes a- 
riftng from  their R ea l and Perfonal 
EJlates, or othenvfe, do not amount 
to the follow ing Sums, viz.

I, s. d.
The W idow o f a Captain ? 

or Commander, $

The W idow o f  a L ie u -  p 
tenant or M after, $

The W idow o f a Boat A  
fw a in , Gunner-, Car- 
penter, P u rfer , *$W- 
geon. Second M afterof\  
a Yacht yor M after o f a 
N avalV effel warran­
ted  by the N avy Boardy. 

a 3
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A n d  that where any fu c b  W idow is 
fojfeffed of, or interefted in any Sunt 
o f Money, the A n n ua l Incofne and  
Produce thereof, fija ll be computed 
and deemed, as annually yielding  
Three Pounds per Centum, and no 
more.

II.

That to avoid P a rtia lity  and Fa­
vour in the D iftribution o f the Cha­
rity, W idows o f  Officers o f  the fattic 
Rank p a l l  have an equal Allowance, 
the Proportion o f  which Jhall he fix e d  
Annually by the Court o f  Ajftfiants, 
according to their D ifcretion ; and  
that in order thereunto, the fa id  
Court may difiribute Annually fu cb  
P a rt o f the Monies, arifing by the 

fa id  Charity, among the Widows, 
as they think proper ; and to lay out 

fu cb  other P a rt thereof in  South- 
Sea Annuities, or other Government 
Securities, as to th em p a ll feem meet,

fo r
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fo r  raiftng a C apital Stock fo r  the 
general Benefit of the Charity, where 
the Application is not particularly  
direSled by the Donors.

in.
That in the D iflribution  o f A l­

lowances to poor W idows, the fam e 
be proportionate to one another, w ith  
refpeEl to the Sum each is to receive, 
according to the follow ing D ivifiony 
viz.

The W idow  o f a Captain or Com­
mander Jhall receive a Sum One 
T hird  more than the W idow  o f a 
Lieutenant or M after.

The W idow o f a Lieutenant or 
M afler Jhall receive a Sum One 
Tloird more than the W idow o f a 
Boatfwainy Gunner, Carpenter, P u r- 

fe r y Surgeon, Second M afler o f  a 
Yacht, or M afler o f a N a v a l V ejfcl 
W arranted by the N avy Board.

a 4 IV.



IV.

That W idows adm itted to an A n ­
nual Allowance from  the Charity, 

JJoall begin to e?ijoy it  frotn the F ir jl 
D ay o f the Month following the 
Deceafe o f their Husbands, pro­
vided  they apply w ithin Twelve 
M onthsfor the fam e j otherwife^from 
the Time o f their Application.

V.

That i f  any W idow , adm itted to 
the Charity, marries again, her A l­
lowance from  thenceforth fo a ll ceafe.

VI.

That in order to prevent Abufes, 
no W idow  fo a ll be adm itted to the 
Benefit o f  the Charity, who has 7iot 
been m arried fo r  the Space o f Twelve 
Months to the Officer by wbofs R ight

foe

viii P R E F A C E .



IX

jh t  claims the fam e, unlefs the f  aid  
Officer was killed  or drowned in the 
Sea Service. A n d  i f  any Officer 
m arries a fter the A ge o f  Seventy 
Tearsy his W idow Jhall be deemed 
unqualified to receive the Charity.

VII.

That i f  the W idow  o f an Officer 
lives in the Neighbourhood o f  any 
o f H is M ajeftys Dock-Tardsy the 
Cotnmiffioner o f the N a vy r e f  ding 
therey and fom e o f the P rin cip al 
Officers o f  the Tardy or the fa id  O f­

ficers o f the Tardy where there is no 
• Com m iffioneryffall inform themfelves 

thoroughly o f the Circutnfiances of 
the D eceafed ; and being fa tisfied  
that the W idow comes w ithin the 
Rules o f the Charityy fo a ll fig n  and 
g iv e  her the follow ing Certificate 
gratisy viz.

Thefc Tire to certify the Court of
Af-

P R E F A C E .



Afliftants for managing the Cha­
rity for R elief o f  Poor Widows 
o f  Commiffion and Warrant Offi­
cers o f the Royal Ncvy, That 
A . B . died on the 
and has left the Bearer C. B. a 
W id ow ; and according to the 
beft Information we can get from 
others, and do really believe our- 
felvcs, is not poflefled o f a clear 
annual Income to die Value o f 

and therefore fhc 
appears to us to be entituled to 
the Benefit o f the faid Charity 
under their Direction.

Befides which, the W idow is to 
make a ffid a vit, that her A n n ua l 
Income is not better than is expreffied 
in the fa id  Certificate, and that fije  
•was legally m arried [naming the 
Time when, and the Place where) 
to the Officer, in whofc Right Jhe 
claims the Benefit o f  the Charity.

x P R E F A C E .
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That i f  the W idow  refides in any 
other P a rt o f his M ajefty s D om i­
nions, a Certificate o f  the like N a ­
ture is to be figned by the M im fier  
o f theParifis, a J u fiice  o f  the Peace, 
and two or more Officers o f  the N a ­
vy, who are befi acquainted w ith  
her Circumfiances \ and Jhe is to 
make fuels A ffidavit as is before 
mentioned.

IX.

That a ll W idows applying fo r  the 
Benefit o f the Charity, are to make 
A ffidavit, that they are unmarried.

X.

That Widows adm itted to the 
Charity flsa ll once in every Tear, at 
the Time that flsa ll be appointed,

bring
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bring to the Court o f  /.IJfiflants their 
Affidavits, containing a particular 
State o f  their Circumfiances, and  
that they continue unmarried.

XI.

That W idows o f  M afien  a?id Sur­
geons are to apply to the N avy O f­
fice , and receive from  thence a Cer­
tificate o f  the Q uality  o f their H u f- 
bands in ■ the N avy, which f i a l l  be 
g iven  them Gratis, before they ap­
ply to the Court o f  A fffiants, to be 
adm itted to the Charity.

XU.

"That no Officer or Servant em­
ployed in the Bufinefs or Service o f  
this Charity, Jhall receive any Sa­
lary, Reward, or other Gratuity, 
fo r  his Pains or Service in the A f ­
fa ir s  o f the fa id  Charity, but that

the
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the whole Bufinefi thereof p a l l  be 
trarifa&ed Gratis.

Secondly, O f  the different Seas 
vve traverfe.

T he M editerranean, from the 
Climate, Fertility, and Beauty o f 
the Countries bordering on it, claims 
the Preference, I think, o f all Seas; 
and recompenfes more largely the 
Fatigues o f a Voyage. What is pe­
culiar, and makes them more than 
others pleafant, is, F ir jl, the Tem ­
perature o f their Air, neither too 
hot nor cold, but a pleafant Medi­
ocrity, that is, Spring or Summer 
all the Year. Secondly, Being o f a 
moderate Compafs: A  Man by a 
little convcrfing with Maps, fixes 
an Idea o f his Difiances, his Stages 
from Place to Place, and may mea- 
furc them over in his Head with 
the fame Facility he would a Jour­
ney from London to York. Thirdly, 
Thus acquainted with die daily Pro-

grefs,
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grefs, our Approaches pleafe in a 
Proportion to the Danger and Wants 
w e go from, and the Remedy and 
Port we go to. Leghorn, Genoa, 
N aples, 8cc. have their different 
Beauties. Fourthly, The confining 
Lands on the European and A fr i­
can Side being mountainous, and 
the Sea interfperfed with Ifiands, 
gives thefe Priorities to main Oceans, 
v iz . that you cannot be long out 
o f  fight o f  fome Land or other, and 
thofe flowing with M ilk and Honey, 
no ordinary Comfort, excepting 
when they are L ee  Shores. *Se­
condly, I f  the Hills be to Windward, 
they take off the Force o f ftrong 
Winds, and make a fmooth Sea. 
A nd thirdly, The fame Hills to L ee­
ward, do by their Height give a 
Check to Storms; the Air ftagna- 
ting by their Interpofition, I have 
obferved frequently in (hore, to be­
come a gentle Gale.

Lajllyy
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L a jlly , T he grcateft Pleafure o f 
thofe Seas, is vHiting Towns and. 
Countrys tliat liave been worthy 
Hiftory ; the moft famous do fomc- 
where or other border there, and 
have given birth to the greateft Men 
and greateft A&ions. Greece, that 
was the Mother o f Arts and Sciences, 
the Oracle o f the World, tliat 
brought forth a Homer, Socrates, 
Alexander, &c. and was one o f the 
four great Empires, ftands to thofe 
Seas (though changed now to E u ­
ropean T urfy, by a Progrefs as won­
derful) fo does Italy, the Seat o f the 
laft univerfal Empire. That Rome, 
which fubje&edalmoft all the Kings 
and Kingdoms o f the known World, 
gave B rita in  Laws, and left every 
where eternal Monuments o f their 
Power and Magnificence : Here 
lived V irg il, Horace, Ccefar - —  
Hither fome fay St. P a u l made his 
Voyage, liaving coaftcd along Crete, 
and fuffered Shipwreck at M alta,

Illands
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Iflands famous here, the one being 
the Birth-place o f Jupiter, the o- 
ther for a renowned Order o f 
Knights, the profefled Defenders of 
Chriftianity againft the Turk.

Volcanos, Catacombsj Trium ­
phal Arches, and Pillars, Baths, A - 
quedudts, and Amphitheatres, are 
peculiar Curiofltics o f Italy. There 
is fcarcely a Spot in that delicious 
Country, but is recorded for fome 
remarkable Occurrence ; is memo­
rable for High-ways, Grottos, Lakes, 
Statues, Monuments, fome Victory 
gained, or Battle loft, the Birth or 
Death o f Ceefar or his Friends. On 
thcy^r/VtftfSidejftands or did ftand, 
Carthage, Troy, Tyre, N ice, Epbe- 

fu s , /.Intioch, Smyrna; and on that 
fliore was once Chriftianity firmly 
planted (no lefs than 300 Biftiops 
being expelled thence;) but alas how 
all things change! neither Great- 
nefs nor Virtue can exempt from

Mor-
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Mortality : Towns, Countries, and 
Religions, have their Periods.

Thebes, N ineveh , &c. are now 
no more.

Oppida pojfe morf, 
S i quceras Helicon &  B urin , A -  

chaidas Urbcs,
Ltvenies fu b  A qu is.

They have a determined Tim e to 
flourilh, decay, and die in. Com 
grows where Troy Rood: Carthage 
is blotted out. Greece and her Rc- 
publicks [Athens, Sparta, Corinth,) 
.with other fam’d Afian  and A frica n  
Cities the 7urkiJJj Monarchy lias 
overturned. Their Magnificence, 
Wealth, Learning, and Wor/hip, is 
changed into Poverty and Ignorance; 
and Rome, the Mother o f all, over­
run with Superftition. Who,on the 
one hand, but feels an incxpreflible 
Pleafurcin treading ovcrthatGround, 
he fuppofes fuch Men inhabited, 

b whofc
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whofe Learning and Virtues have 
been the Emulation o f all fucceed- 
ing Ages ? And who again hut muft 
mourn fuch a melancholly Tranf- 
pofltion o f the Scene, and Ipend a 
few funeral Reflections over fuch 
extraordinary E xequies: Perhaps the 
Revolution of as many Ages, as has 
funk their Glory, may raid it again, 
or carry it to the Negroes and H ot­
tentots, and the prefent Poffcffors 
be debafed.

T he next pleafant Sailing to the 
M editerranean, is that part o f the 
A tla n  tick, Southern, Pacifick, South, 
or Indian  Seas, that are within the 
Limits o f a T rade-W ind ; becaufe 
fuch Winds are next to invariable, 
o f fuch moderate Strength as not to 
raife heavy Seas, or drain a Ship j 
no Storms at Diftancc from Land ; 
and equal Days and Nights.

The A tlantick  and Southern O- 
ccan, without the Limits o f this 
Trade-W ind , that is, from 30 to

6 o ‘ “
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60’ ° o f Latitude, arc far the worft 
for Navigation ; wide, rough, and 
boiftcrous Seas, more fubjedt to 
Clouds, Storm, and Tempeft, va­
riable Weather; long, dark, cold 
Nights, and lefs delightful Countries 
and Climates out o f  Europe.

L a jlly , Beyond 60 Degrees o f 
Latitude we have little Commerce, 
and the Seas lefs frequented ; the 
Countries growing more and more 
inhofpitable, as Latitude and Cold 
increafes towards the P o le ; how­
ever, Men who have ufed Green- 
land, tell me, thole inclement Skies 
contain no other Vapors, tlmn Mift, 
Sleet, and Snow ; the Sea lefs ruf­
fled with Winds, which blow for 
the moft part Northerly, towards 
the Sun, e. towards a more rarilied 
Air, feen in thofc Drifts o f Ice from 
thence, that are found far to the 
Southward, both on the European 
and Am erican hde. Another A d ­
vantage to cheer the Winter’s Me- 

b s lancholy
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lancholy o f Northern Regions, is 
the Moon’s fhining a Length pro- 
portioned to the Abfencc o f the 
Sun; fothat where he is entirely 
loft, fhc * never fets, but with re- 
fle&ed and refplcndent Light on 
Ice and Snow, keeps up their Con- 
folation.

In all Seas arc met numerous In­
cidents and Appearances, worthy 
our Reflexion. I have therefore 
gone on to Obfervations more in- 
ftru&ive andamufing. If the Solu­
tions are not every where Standard, 
they may ftrike out Hints to better 
Capacities ; among thofe, I can 
perceive two more liable to Objec­
tion.

FirJl) The Pythagorean Soliloquy 
I fet out with (p. 1 8.) which may

P R E F A C E .

• At the Change! of the Moon appeal! a Pillar of Fire 
in the North, which darting it* Ray» every wav, move! 
from Place to Place, enlightmng not ocl) G r te r ia n J , buc 
lu/aitJini H tr u fj; ir.d fomemr.cs further, dll the return­
ing Sun obfeuro it. {Harrit, p. 635. Vo!. II.)

be
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he deemed too foreign for the Sub-
je c t : T o  which I anfwer ----------A
Voyage to Sea is a Type o f that dark 
and unknown one we are to make in 
Death: Wherefore it is not unnatural 
with a D eparture from  the L a u d 's  
E n d  piEngland^fijootirig into a n A *  
byfs o f Waters, to conlider a little on 
that Life, which-loft is a D eparture 
from the W orld's E n d , and to 
launch into a greater Slbyfs, Eter­
nity ;— The Principle, in what is 
m aterial o f us, I think, highly con- 
fonant to Reafon, and continues 
ftill the Dodrine o f die Eaftcrn 
Sages.

D iv er  fee autem corpora formes non 
fu n t fiift diverfee m odifications 
ejufdem materice, See.

(K eil de legibus natural.)

E . G. Vapors condenfed to Rain, 
we fee defeend on Earth ; and both 
enter and pafs into the Seeds and 

b 3 Forms
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Forms o f all Plants. From thent, 
either taken alone, or amafled in 
animal Food, is what conftitutes 
and repairs by a daily Eating, our 
own Bodies ; which i f  there be any 
T ra il to Senfe or Rcafon, moulds, 
decays, and turns again to D ud and 
Air, in order forRegencra:ion.

What only can deftroy this Phi- 
lolophy (as I obferve at that place) 
and maintain a RcfurrcCtion o f the 

fam e  Body, is Revelation, and the 
Immortality o f thcSoul; for Same- 
nefs, or Identity' then, will not con- 
lift in the fame individual Particles 
being united, that makes our Bodies 
here, (which we are furc arc con­
tinually fluctuating, and changing 
while we live; )  but on that Con- 
fcioufnels which the immaterial 
Part will give, though joined to 
Matter, taken from the Top o f 0 - 
lym pus.

Secojidly, The Denial of Canibals 
againft the Authority o f grave A u ­

thors,
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thors, has proceeded from a Per- 
fuafion, that the Charge carries the 
higheft Reproach on Humanity,and 
the Creator o f it. M y Aim , there­
fore, was to fliew in the beft man­
ner I could, that the Accufation 
every wlierehas probably proceeded 
from Fear in fome, to magnify the 
Miracle o f cfcaping an inhofpitable 
and ftrangeCountry, and from D c- 

others, tojuftifyDifpofTeflion, 
and arm Colonies with Union and 
Courage againft thefuppofed Enemies 
o f M ankind. Conqueft and Cruelty, 
by that means go on with pleafure on 
the People’s fide, who are perfuaded 
they arc only fubduing o f brutifh 
Nature, and exchanging, for their 
mutual Good, Spi ri tual  for T em­
poral  I nheri tances . By particu­
lar and private Men, this may have 
been fixed on a People, to allay 
fome bafe or villainous Actions o f 
their own, that could not any other 
way be excufed, or bear die Light:

And
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And for this, I appeal to the dis­
cerning part o f our Traders, ac­
quainted with Guinea, whether 
they do not think the Reports o f 
Cape St. M arys Inhabitants, Cape 
Monty M ontzerado, Drtnpjn, and 
Callabar, down-right FaKitics, and 
impoliticly ones; for the multiplying 
o f Places, like Plots, in a great mca- 
fure deftroys the Ufe o f them.

A t the Caribbees again, it is full 
as prepofterous; for on fmall I Hands, 
had their Women bred like Rabbits, 
they mull have been defolated Ages 
before the Europeam An\v?\i unlefs 
we can fuppofc human Flelh was eat 
only on their Fcaft-Days; or that 
they juft commencedMonfters upon
our Difcovery.------- L a  H in t an, or
fome other French Tranflatiqn I 
have read, talking o f Canibals bor­
dering on Ganaday flies into a ftrange 
Gallicifniy and makes them com­
mend the Flefli o f a Frenchman

(fad
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(fad Partiality) in Eating, as o f finer 
Tafte than that o f an Englijhm an.

Thefe, with Europeans neglect­
ing to charge the E ajl-Indians thus, 
who have more Power than iimplc 
Am ericans or Negroes to relent the 
Indignity and Reproach, makes me 
disbelieve the whole o f what I have 
hitherto heard; and that the true 
Anthropophagi are only the diverlc 
InfcCts infeltingus in diverfe Coun­
tries; thcPedictdofe Kind do not live 
in hot Climates; inftcad thereof, they 
arc afiaulted with a ravenous Fly 
called M uskito; Legions that live 
wild in the Woods, and feizc with 
every Opportunity, human Flelh, 
like Lions.

As there is a ftriCt Regard to 
Truth obferved throughout die 
whole, it is apprehended the fol­
lowing Sheets will be not only a- 
muling, but ufeful.

P R E F A C E .
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V O Y A G E
T  O

Guinea, Brafil, and the JVeft-. 
Indies)

In His Majcfty’s Ships, the Swallow? 
and Weymouth^ &c.

W E took in eight Months Provifions 
each, at 'Tort(mouth ; Stores, Ca- 
rccning-Gccr, and Nccefl'aries re­

q u ire  to continue us a double Voyage down 
the Goad of Guinea, for meeting, ifpoflible, 
with the Pyrates j who did then very much 
infcfl tliofc Parts, and deftroy our Trade and 
Fa&orics. Accordingly the Company's Go­
vernors for Gambia and other Places, em­
bark’d under our Convoy, and were to have 
what Support we could give them, in redor- 
ing the Credit of the Royal African Com­
pany.-, which begun now to take new life 
under the Influence of the Duke of Cbandois.

For this Purpofc we let fail from Spitheqd 
February jth , i 74t -

It is a Plcafurc we have beyond the Mer­
chant-Service in failing, that we arc forbid

Com?



Commerce. W hen Men of War have no 
other Lading than Provifions and Ncccflarics, 
the Duty of Sailors is cafed, and their Con- 
vcnicncics better j  whereas Cargoes, befides 
difhonouring the Commiflion, and unfitting 
the King's Ships for Aftion, liiflc and fickcn 
a Ship’s Company in warm Clihiatcs, im- 
pofc hard Services, and fpoil theTrade of the 
Merchant they arcdcligncd to encourage, and 
expeei a Gratuity from ; bccaufc Labour and 
freight free, they can afford to imdcrfcl.

In the Evening from fix to nine, we faw 
thole Appcaranccsin the Sky called Caprafal- 
tantes, by the Sailors Morrice-cDanc<rs; they 
arc Streams of Light that fuddenly fiaoot into 
one another, and difappear for a Minute or 
tw o ; yet fhifting their Stations within the 
Quarter, in lo quick and furprizing a manner 
as might cafily deceive fuperhitious Times in­
to a belief of Armies in the A ir; thefe, the 
Scintilla volantes, and iiich like nitrous Ex­
halations, having given rile, it's probable, to 
all thofc Prodigies the Air has heretofore in 
impious Times abounded with.

The IVeJlern Extremity of England thtt we 
arc now palling by, has been fuppofed, from 
the equal Depth of Water found there, from 
Doors, Windows, and Roots of Trees, for­
merly {it's faid) hooked up by Filherinen, 
to have been in Ages pah continuous with the 
rocky little lllandsof Sally, by a Land called 
Lionefs. When I confidcr the Changes Earth­
quakes and Inundations have made, and con­

tinue
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tinuc infcnfibly to make on all the different 
Coafls of the Earrh, lofing in fomc places, 
and gaining in others; and what new Iflands 
have now and then been thrufl up on the 
furfacc o f rhe W aters by Streams and Cur­
rents, fubterrancan Winds and Fires > the 
thing docs not appear to me altogether con­
jectural : the Rocks feem now with terrib e 
accent to lament the reparation. W ho knows 
but we likcwifc arc fevering eternally from 
our Friends! it is a Voyage we fhall at lon e 
time or other m ake; and thofc folitary Rocks 
that bound the lad light to our Homes and 
Countries, naturally bring to my mind fon s 
Reflections on the fubject.

Whether when we have Ihut up this Life 
we fhall remain rcfolvcd into our Elements; 
revive again in l'ome Plant or Anim al; or 
thirdly, be reinftated Soul and Body into 
Glory, is an Enquiry worthy our utmofl Con­
cern and Diligence ; as it will fwcetcn the ini- 
bittcrcd Potions o f Life, make us patient un­
der Afflictions, and even cafy on this trea­
cherous Element the Sea; whom none ought 
to truft, but they who have a Faith in Provi­
dence.

Immortality has been the Ambition o f the 
greateft and wifcfl Men that have lived, and 
indeed who would not in the faticrv o f work- 
ly  ObjeCts feck out and defire fuch a prero­
gative to his Soul? ThePhilbfophers, rather 
chan lofc fo comfortable a prdfpcCt, have 
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placed it in an Exigence that can never con­
cern our Happincls or Mifery as M en: The 
Princes of them having made it to fubfift in 
the univerfal Soul of the W orld; from 
whence, fay they, arc ftruck out Scintillations 
to every thing that has L ife; and in Death, 
what was Elementary, returned to its proper 
Hation, and what was Divine in us, to what 
is Divine in the Univerfe: a Metempfyehofis 
orTranfmigration continuing the World on 
in the order we fee it.

When I ponder on the narural Caufc of our 
Being . . . O nthcN cccfliryof that Caufc to 
produccus, and what the material Agent i s . . .  
On our gradual Advances and Decay; both in 
refpeCt to Body and Soul . .  . The Soul’s fym- 
pathizing with the diforders o f the Body . . . 
Our Sleeps and total Forgctfulncfs . . . Our 
Sufeepribility of Madnefs or Idiocy, and 
hebridous Productions, cfpccially thu of Man 
with Bead; 1 am tempted to think this the 
mod plaufiblcof all Philofophical Opinions, 
in relation to our future Exigence, that we 
arc not Creatures o f that confcqucncc we iT 
m aginc; our Natures neither deferring, nor 
fhould they expedt in rcafon any other Immor­
tality than whatothcr Creatures enjoy in their 
Seed and Tranfmigration. This Do&rinc is 
what the E ajlem  Sages, reverenced for their 
W ifdom, do Bill propagate, and teach the 
Heterodox a Leflon o f Humility, That 'Pride 
w as not made fo r  M an: but at the fame time

it
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it makes me fuperflitioufiv fear and abhor a 
Grave of W aters;  which I fancy will fubftdc 
us too far from the Sun, whofc Power is the 
chief Principle to revive us again in fomc 
Plant or Animal on our native Element: 
which will be luch perhaps as, in our Life­
time, our Senfes were familiar and delighted 
w ith; and for which, we had a fympatheti- 
cal Aftc&ion and Tendency to. But then 
granting the Do&rine, I am confidcring what 
the Advantage o f fuch a belief can be to is 
as Men? W hy none. Our pcrfonal Identity 
mull be defiroyed in the firftTranfmigration, 
much more in an infinite Succcfiton; and 
we (as vjc) can never after this Life be af- 
fefled with either Plcalurc or Pain. I am 
therefore on the whole fond o f  Revelationt 
and wifh that to be Truth which aferibes fuel 
Power to Faith, That it  can remove Moun­
tains: and therefore, with its fruits concur­
ring, may raife us into immortal Spirit*, 
tranflatc us to Blifs, even without palling 
through the horrors of Death.

That an Almighty Power can fubfift us to 
Eternity, we arc very Cure j  and that he will 
do it, 1 fay let it be our Happinefs, that we 
have the Promifes of his Gofpcl; for here only 
can be a remedy to all worldly Cares: and 
wherever Death overtakes us, whether this 
Voyage or n extfo  we be upon om fTatchjtw Ul 
transport us to a T ort and Treafure fixed. I: 
will free us from Rocks,Sands jxnd tempejluou: 

B 3 Seaiy
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Seas, and anchor us in a Haven o f Fe­
licity.

The Gale with which we left England, 
carried us the length of Cape *F in fer  re into 
ferener Weather, and Sun-lhinc j but there 
we met with continued Wcftcrly Winds 
(very unufual to the Coaft of *Portugal) 
which prolonged our Paffage. A Day or 
two’s fail from Madeira, we fell in with 
Commodore Ala ft hews, in the Lion, bound 
with a Squadron of four Sail to the E a jl-In ­
dies, on the like Service with ours to A frica , 
viz. the Stipprefjlon o f <Pprates.

Abundance of Sea-weed floated about us 
at 40 Leagues diflance, and continued a 
conrtanr float rill we reached the Ifland ,* an 
Argument that the bottom of the Sea, cf- 
pccially where the Depths arc dccrcafing to­
wards any Shore, have a Cloarhing of Plants, 
which arc probably the common Nutriment 
o f large Fifli. This our ^Divers in Pearl, 
and Coral-fifliing, have confirmed to 8 or 10 
Fathom water j  and this, I think, the prefent 
Obfervarion proves to be in greater Depths 5 
1 //, Bccaufc the Unwicldincfs o f fomc, and 
die manner of being provided for Maflication 
in others, dcelarcsRuminating, and not Prey, 
to be the way o f Subfiflcncc in many, idly, 
There is a greater Rclort toward Shores, than

•  Finn 7t r r die Weflermoft Extremity of F.»rtp<, and 
fojmctly thought a A> flm  vhrs,

in
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in the diftanc Ocean, and perhaps, like 
many little Filh in our own Channels, they 
may have their Scafoas of Rotation, and their 
Grazing, the Caulc of unrooting and throw­
ing it up here, idly, Torpoifesplay about 
us daily in Shoals, the moft familiar great 
Filh in the A tlan tick, and at all Parts of i t :  
They rumble moft upon a rough Surface, and 
againft the Wind. Sailors obferving thclc 
Torpoifes, fay, they- portend Storms. The 
Latins call them Torci mar 'mi, from fomc 
Rcfcmblance to the Hog, in it's Entrails 
and Bignefs, (weighing fcvcral Hundred.) 
Thefe Filh, as they arc very numerous, ne­
ver enticed to the Hook, wafting many of 
their hours in play, and gradually Icfl'cning 
from Shore, (hew they know readily where to 
make their Meals at the bottom of the Sea, 
tho’ at other times they certainly prey on 
fmallcr and particular Species o f Fifh: Thefe 
their Fcafts, it’s like, and That their ordinary 
Diet.

Brafil, and the Weft-Indies.

M A D  E  I  R A

T H I S lfland, at the lirft Difeovery of it 
by the 'Tortuguefe, about rhe Year 

1420, was over-run with Wood, whence it's 
Name. Divided to the two Difeoverer-, 
they fet the Woods on fire, which Travet- 
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Madeira. lers fay burnt (even Years; rhe Allies giving 

a vaft Fcrtility.to their Sugac-Cancs,.it the firft 
P lanting; till a W orm getting into the 
Cane, Ipoilcd the Increafc, & c . fo that it is 
now entirely planted with Vines brought o- 
riginally from Candia, which yield the llrong- 
cfl W ines: That called Matin fey is a rich 
Cordial, the belt made at the Jeluit's Garden 
in Foncbial. Their Vintage is in September 
and O ftoler, and make about a jcoo  Pipes.

Others fay, one Mecham an Exglijbman, 
in a Voyage to Spain was drove on this 
Ifland before the Difeovery above: That his 
Crew failed without him and his Miftrcls ; 
whom he buried here, left an Inscription on 
her Tomb, and then in a Canoo of his own 
building failed to Bdrbary ; the King prefent- 
ing him as a Prodigy to the King of Gaft H e: 
From whofc Account, the Spaniard loon 
after made conqucft of the neighbouring 
Canary lflands. The llland is rocky Moun­
tains, with an Intermixture of little fruitful 
Plains. The highcll Parts, Goat-herds and 
Woods j  the Middle, Kitchen-Gardens; and 
the Bottom, Vineyards. The Ronds bad, 
which makes them bring their W ines to town 
in Hog-skins upon Afles;  a brownifh and a 
red fort, the latter called Vino tim e, being 
according to common report ftained with 
T in t, tho’ they allure you it is the natural 
Grape. They arc almoll all limed\ a Pre­
servative agairift the cxccflivc Heats o f the

Weft-
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Veji-lndtes, where they arc for the mod M»tS&au 
arr tninfpottcd by us, and where no other 
Vine keeps well.

Trade is carried on by Bartering, io  or 50 
er Cent, being allowed on an Invoice of 
rovifions, Cloaths, or HouHioid-Goods ; of 

the former fort, Bread, Beef, Pork, Pilchard, 
Herring, Chccfc, Butter, Salt, and Oil, arc 
firft in demand. The next are dry Goods,
Hats, W igs, Shirts, Stockings, Kerfys, Sa- 
gathys, Crapes, Says, Shalloons, and Broad- • 
cloths, particularly Black Suits, the ulual wear 
o f the ‘Portuguese. The lad and lead in Ex- 
pcncc arc Elcrutorcs, Chairs, Pewter, Pod- 
Paper, Counting-books, & c. Forthclcyou 
have in Exchange their W ine ar jo  Mtllrays 
a Pipe; the Malm fey, 60. each M illray in 
prefent Pay 6  s. fid. in Bills 6 s. What 
other little Traffick I had, dands as per Mar­
g in .*

There is one Caution to be obferved;
That as there is not much difhonour in 
Trade to take advantage of a Chapman's 
Weaknefs, it is prudent to fee the Wines 
you have taded diippcd forthwith, or it  i5
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• Sold 1 lalf-woca Suit* fora Pipe of Wine.
j  Second-hand Wigi-----------Ditto.
Loaf-Sugar Jell* 20/ p e r  lib.
Chclfciic.Chccfc, 3.
Bilker. x.
Bc«i/.r piece to.

Bought Citron a: 15./.
Liracm f ir  C. 10.

odds
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Madeira. odds but the Stranger finds them adulterated : 

So that altho' they feem to al ow a good Jn- 
tereft on yourGoods; yet the Badnels of your 
W ine, or (if good) broke at their Price, Icf- 
fens the fuppofed Advantage. Some Goods 
at particular times, bear an extraordinary 
Price; not fo much by a Call o f thclfland, 
as of Brajily whither they arc ;gain exported.

Fonchial  is the chief Town of the Ifland, 
thcRcfidcncc of the Governourand Bifiiop : Is 
large and populous, has five or fix Churches; 
three Nunneries, not to ftrid as at Lisbon , we 
convcrfing and trading for Toys with them 
every day ; and as many Convents o f  Fathers. 
That of the Jcfuiis has at prcicnt in it only 
fcvcntccn; a neat handfomc Building and 
Chappcl: this Order  being in all Catholick 
Countries the moll rcfpcclcd for their Lear­
ning and Riches. Wherever you find a Col­
lege of them, you may be furc there is good 
Living. The other Inhabitants confift of. a 
mixed Race ,• T ortu gu efe , Blacks, and Mo- 
la ttoes , who arc civil, courteous, and c- 
qually refpefted in T rade; the F ortuguefe  no 
where abroad fcrupling an Alliance with dark­
er Colours.

They keep no regular Market, but the 
Country brings in according as they think 
w ill be the Demand at any tim e: Kid, Pork, 
and now and then a lean Heifer, Cabbages, 
Lemons, Oranges, Walnuts, Figs, Yams, 
£ananocs,e£r. There is one Curiofiiy I found

in

A  Vo y  a  g  e  to Guinea,



* n thcir Gardens called theeverlajiiug Flow - MWcir* 
r, never fading after gathered, or indifccr- 
ibly, in many Years; the Herb is like Sage 
rowing, and the Flower like Cam om il:

J laid by feveralof them, and found at twelve 
Months end they were juft of the fime frcfli- 
nefs as when gathered.

Fonchial  Road is very open and unfafe a- 
gainft Weft and S. W . W in ds; deep W ater 
alfo,that there is no anchoring but at the Weft 
End, and that in 40 Fathom, a Mile or Mile 
and half off Shore: So that when a Swell 
from thofc Quarters gives notice o f a Gale 
coming, all Ships in the Road Hip their 
Cables and to Sea, returning at a more fa* 
vourablc fcafon for their lading: Which 
likewife, by an extraordinary Surf on the 
Beach, becomes troublcfome to ftiip off; com­
monly done by fwimming the Pipes off to 
the Lanch, or lade on the Beach, and run 
her with many htyids into the Sea. The 
like trouble Boats have in Watering (by 
a River at tUc W . End of the Town) and is 
mod commodioufty done before the Sea­
breeze comes in.

The Loo makes a tolerable Harbour for 
fmall Vcftels againft W cllcrly Winds, that 
would be unfafe without. They make faft 
their Cable to a high Rock called the Looy 
whereon is a Fort; but when the Winds 
Veer, opening their Heads to the Sea, all

Hands
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Madeira. Hands go on Shore, and leave the Ship and 
Storm to contcft it by thcmfelvcs.

Their Lodgings on fliore a-c as uncafy to 
Strangers, as the Road toShps; being pro- 
digioufly pcftcrcd with Bugs and Fleas. Cores 
upon tire Floors, is the common way of 
laying.

Their Strength is in the Mil tia, computed 
at tSooo difeiplin’d and loyal Fellows: 
They, the A zores, and Cape Tie Verd lflands 
loon returning to their Allegiance, after that 
Revolution in Rortugal, i 640.

Before I leave Madeira, 1 nu ll relate the 
liirprizing Account juft arrived here by fcvc- 
ral Mafters of Vcfl'els, Eyc-vitncflcs of a 
new Ifland which fprung out of the Sta the 
20th of November laft, 17 Leagues S. E. from 
Terceira, one of the Weftern lflands.

The Mailer who took a Survey of it by 
order from the Governour of Terceira, lays it 
down, a League long, a, Mile broad, a little 
above the furfacc of the Water, and fmo- 
king like a Volcano. After the Eruption, the 
Sea for fcvcral Leagues round was covered 
with Pumicc-ftonc, and half-brcilcd Fifli. I 
was curious to know what Symptoms (if 
any) had preceded this Prodigy at the other 
lflands i and learned that Rico, one of them, 
a noted Volcano, had ccafcd :o bum for 
l'omc time, and that they had felt a Shock 
or two of an Earthquake that h;d done con- 
fidcrablc damage. Corvo, an Ifland in this

Neigh-
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cighbourhood (*Albert de M andelzo tdlsM^dn. 
) flartcd up alfo in fuch manner, June x 6 ,

162S. And Hiflory relates the like in the 
“rchipelago.

That new Jflands fhould be formed in lex­
ers, as at the Conflux of-the '& w  with the 

anube, or Sands fliifting in any Channels, 
ay be from.the Swiftnefs of the Streams, 
ailing fomc and raifing others; but that 

his ElFcdl fliould happen in deep Water, 50 
r 60 Wiles from Shore, is truly wonderful: 
he Phenomenon feems belt rcfolvcd here, 
y fubtcrrancan Fires, which from a great 
cpth and Extent have their Vents at Vol- 

anocs; and asiheConfumption of their Ma­
terials is more, the nigher they arc fuch Vents 
(obfcrvablc in Italy , lceland.ficc.) fo their Ef- 
eftsin the neighbourhood of W aters (when 
y any Accident the Mouth is flopp’d, and 
hey meet) muftbcConcuflions of the Earth, 
lowing the Mountains away in Cinders; 

and now and then in Ages, fuch a W onder 
s anew  Ifland, the fame as we fee ( if  we 
ay compare great things with fmall) in fc- 

cral Chymical Preparations. This Ifland has 
fettled,and probably by the Spungincls of irs 
Materials, may fink in a few Years our of 
ight again. The ultimate End, is perhaps 

to ftrike Mankind with a Oread of Provi- 
cncc, and warn a finful World againft the 
onfcqucnccs of angry Omnipotence: Mon

genc-

Brafil, and the Weft-Indies. 29

Vid«H artifi Yo)»gci.



30
Madeira.

Cinariei.

generally raking a deeper Imprcflion from 
fomething new and Wonderful in Nature, 
rban in the Creation or Confervation of the 
W orld it fclf.

A  V o y a g e  to Guinea,

CANARI ES.

FR O M  Madeira we failed by the Ca­
nary I (lands, belonging to the Spa­

niards, and taken by them in 1418.
Talm a, remarkable for rich W ines, mak­

ing 1 2000 Pipes per Annum.
Ferro, or Ferrara, for cur Navigators 

taking their firtt Meridian front thence, there 
being none, or the lead Variation; and for a 
Volcano that now and then breaks out upon 
it. One in November 1677, feen five Days; 
and in 1692 broke out again with Earth­
quakes, and feen fix W eeks together: There is 
aifo, our Voyages fay, a wonderful Trccon 
it, forty Foot high, that condcnfcs the Clouds 
in fuch quantity, as to fiipply the want of 
Springs.

Grand Canary, the chief Rcfidcnce for 
Governours and Confuls; and Tenerife for 
its noted jPike, thought from the (hewing it 
fclf fingly, to be the higheft Land in the 
World. It is a Pyramidal Heap of rough 
Rocks piled thus (it's thought by Naturalifts)

from



om fomc fubtcrrancous Conflagration that0*0*™*; 
rft out heretofore.
The Ancients called them Jn fu la  fo r tu -  

; it’s likely from the Interception they 
ay have given to the Dcftru&ion o f Coaft- 

rs blown off, before the ufe o f  the Com- 
afs: Cape Non  on the Continent being 
he utmoft of their Navigation.
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Cape de V  E  R  D IJlatids,

Enominated from the Cape, sdways c,pe de 
green: They were anciently calledVsrt 

efperides  ; the Diminutive o f Spain, called Î Ki,‘ 
crctoforc Hefperia, propterea quod h a c  re - 
to, omnium extrema, f i t  a f i t  a d  O ccident em ;

’efperus, the Evening Star, by a Metaphor 
ignifyingthc Weft.

They arc inhabited by cP ortuguefe,  who 
welcome all fort of Ships (of good, or ill Dc:
Egn) bound to  Guinea, India, Brafil, or the 
W eft-Indies  ;  they frequently putting in 
here to furnifh themfclvcs with frclh Provi- 
fions, exchanged for Trifles; chiefly at St. 
la g o  (Jam es)  the principal, which has three 
or four Forts, and where rcfldcs the Gover­
n o r .  In fcvcral of thefe lflands there arc 
natural Salt-Ponds, kerning great quantities 
without trouble. The molt noted by the

EngliJB
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G»p<-<ie English is M aio, or the Iflcof May, where 
Jflrj,. many of our Ships lade in Summer ; and 

was, with Tangier, and Bombay in India, 
Part of Q. Catherine's Fortune to England. 
Another o f them has a Volcano, and called 
D e l Fuego.

The Land about the Cape appears the 
Height of that at ‘D eal in Kent ; woody, 
a white even Sand along Shore, and about 
28 Fathom W ater a League off. Juft to the 
Northward arc two or three great Rocks, 
called by our Sailors Sbitten ljlands, being 
white all over with the Dung of Sea-fowls. 
At the fame diftancc Southward of the Cape, 
is an Iflftnd called Goree, about a League 
from the Main, has a French Fattory w ith 
two Forts, commanding all the Trade about 
the River Senega, from other Nations.

W hile our Ships lay to here, we had good 
Fifhing with our Lines j  took Breams (or 
F or gas) Skip-jacks, Groupes, a Rock-Jifb 
(thick, Ihorr, and of a deep yellow on the 
Belly, Gills, and Mouth) and the JevMfifl) ; 
which has a double Mouth,the uppermoft not 
to fwallow Food, but full o f Air-pipes, and 
finned like a Cod, all well rafted : and hav­
ing walhcd them down with a Bowl, our 
Friends and we parted, the JVeymouth ftccr- 
ing in for Gambia Rivet with the Gover­
n o r  Colonel IVitney, and the Merchants t 
W e for Sicrraleon, anchoring there the Begin­
ning of A pril, 1721.

The



The W inds from Madeira to SierrakoifeF*d« 
at lirft blew frcih at S. and S. W . and as w c ^ , ,  
came farther to the Southward, they wheel'd ' 
gradually on the Weftern Side of the Circle, 
quite round to the X. lo as in the Latitude of 
21 to have it N. E. a ttuc Trade,Ceven, eight, 
or nine knots Day and Night > but whether 
it were the Badnefs of our half-minute 
Glaflcs, the tendency o f the Sea with the 
Wind, or any Current, I cannot tell ; but 
we always found our fclvcs confidcrably 
further to the Southward, by Obfurv.it ion 
every .day* than the Diftancc by the Log 
would give.

In this Paflage, we took up a few Turtle 
with our Boar. As they fleep and bask upon 
the Surface, we Ileal upon them without 
noife, and throw them in upon their Backs.
W e faw all'o abundance of flying Fifh, and 
rhcircontinual Enemies,tinzAlbicore and d o l­
phin ; the latter we flrike now and then with 
a Fizgig, or Harping-iron. It is a glorious- 
colour'd, ftrait Fifli, four or five Foot long* 
forked Tail, perpendicular to the Horizon: 
plays familiarly about Ships; is of dry Tafle, 
but makes good Broth. They arc fcldoiu 
feen out of the Latitudes o f a Trade-wind > 
and the flying Fifli never: Thefe arc the big- 
nefs of fmall Herrings; their W ings about 
two thirds its length ; come narrow from 
the Body, and end broad ; they fly by the 
help o f them a Furlong at a time when 

C  pur-
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purfued, turning in their Flighr, fometimes 
dip in the Sea, and fo up again,; the W ind 
making them, by this Expedient, fleeter.

A F R I C A  in genera l.

A S there is nothing more furprizing 
and delightful in Voyages or Travels, 
than beholding the different Habits, 

Cuftoms, Dieting, and Religion of the diffe­
rent Natives ; fo there is none I believe, 
wherein that Difference can be found,fo much 
as here. A Colour, Language and Manners, as 
w ide from ours,as we may imagine we fhould 
find in the planetary Subjc&s cbovc, could 
we get there.

But before I proceed on any Obfervations 
o f  my own, it may be proper from others, 
to convey fomc Idea of Guinea in general; 
fo much as carries Probability, cither from 
the Dead or Living.

A frica , one of the four Quarters o f the 
W orld, next in bignefs to Europe, by the 
Ancients had fcvcral Names; Olympia, Am - 
vjbnis Ortygia;  but the moll noted, A - 
pher, from a Nephew,it's faid, o f Abraham's. 
It extends from about 56 N. to as many De­
grees of Southern Latitude; and excepting 
Egypt, Barbary, Morocco, and in this laft

Age
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Age the Coaft of Guineajs a Country as littlc*fnca- 
known as any Part o f the Globe. Marmot 
lays, the Arabians in the 400 of the Hegyra, 
palfcd into A fric  and divided it. This is cer­
tain, that it has many fine large Rivers, fomc 
of them navigable for Ships. Along the 
Banks of thefe Rivers, the Inhabitants 
abound with M illet, R ice, 'P u lfi or, 
lndian-Corn. The further we depart from 
Morocco on this Weft Side, or Egypt on 
the Eaft, there is always found left Induftry 
and more Ignorance: For Governments, tho‘ 
never fo tyrannical, arc better than none, 
extending fomc Improvement to Humanity.

The N iger, which is one of the largeft 
Rivers in A frica, is laid to have the fame 
Property of overflowing every Year, like 
N ile, remuneratingro the inland parts avail 
Fertility and Incrcafc j and this very pro­
bably, bccaufc it has been traced fomc hun- 
red Leagues, and by the Courfc, defeends 
from the Ethiopian Mountains, the common 
Fountain of both.

The Senega and Gambia, Branches of 
this great River, difgorgc here at the wind­
ward Pare of Guinea $ they arc large Rivers, 
driving confidcrablc T rade: To the former of 
thefe, the King of Morocco extended his 
Dominions, about 1526, by the Conqueft 
o f the Kingdom of Tombuto, which (till; 
continues tributary, and whence that King 
raifes confidcrablc Negro Armies, his chief 

C  a Strength. /
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Ajii.3. Strength. A College of the Seel of Halyy 
is founded in M elt:, a Kingdom upon this 
River. They have many Crocodiles or A l­
ligators, Sca-H orfis, and Shirks in them. 
Senega affords great quantity o f Gum ; and 
at Gambia begin our Factories for Slaves, 
Teeth, and Gold, on which this general Re­
mark,Thar the Slaves there, faring fofrer front 
a better Soil, arc not fo hardy as thole 
lower down. The Teeth arc as large, and in 
ns much plenty, as at any one Part of the 
whole Coafl; thole taken out of the Sea- 
Horfe arc lm all, not weighing above 5 or 
6  Pounds, bur more folid than the Elephant's. 
And laftly, their Gold is current in what the 
Traders call Bars, little twilled Lengths, 
or in Rings of +, 5 , <5 , 7 , or S s. Value.

A ll the great Rivers (low and ebb regularly, 
being governed by the Moon, as the Tides 
on our own Coafis j but the Sandincls of the 
Soil, and Nearnefs o f the Sun, makes the 
Country between, focxtrcamly dry, that they 
have great fcarcity of W ater for an hundred 
Miles an end fometimes; and this Drought is 
what brings the Beads of all forts in Droves 
to the Banks, for fatisfyingThird, (Tygers, 
‘Panthers, Leopards, Antelopes, Elephants, 
A p es} 0 /lriches,6cc.) From which Accident, 
lay they, might probably have happened the 
many Hebei do Prod ucl ions that have made 

^■"Hihis Country the Proverb of all Ages it
con-
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continually producing fomething new or ' 
monftrous.

Their chief Diet is Indian Corn, Rice, 
Palm-nuts, Bananas, Yamms, Pine-apples, 
and now and then a little Fill), or a Fowl j 
all which thro’ Ignorance, and want of Nc- 
ccflaries, arc very flovcnly cooked by them.

A frica  is almoft a  Triangle in lhape j the 
Kingdoms on the North arc Mahometans } 
and in the trading Towns of Barbary> and 
Turk/, there is a little Mixture o f Jew s. On 
the Eaftern Line next *Perfia, are laid to he 
fomc o f thcSc& o f  Gaurs, followers o f Zo- 
roajles, a very learned 'Ttrfian Philofophcr, 
that appeared, according to Dr. ‘Prideaux, a- 
bout a 300 Years ago : He inflitutcd Firc- 
worfhip, and cftabiilhcd it by a fuperiour 
Cunning, through mod parts of 'Perfia and 
India, where there arc Hill fomc left, poor 
and defpifed,(called T er fees) fincc the fcvcnrh 
Century, when the Mahometans over-run 
that Country, and almoft extinguifhed them. 
In e^/Etbiopia, ifPrefitr John's Country) 
Writers lay, arc a fort of Chnjlians, ftill ac­
knowledging the Patriarch o f Alexandria j 
mccrly nominal I believe, for the Greeks 
thcmfclvcs, much nighcr his Padorfhip, have 
lincc their Conqueft by the Turks, in a man­
ner loll their Chriftianity; Poverty and Igno­
rance, the Confcqucncc of Captivity having 
obliterated the outward Pomp, which, next to 
Power, is the main Pillar in all Religions.

C  3 In-
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Sicrralcor!

Inland, and to the Southern Extremity, they 
arc ‘Pagans. And on this Weflern Line 
(the Negroes) a ll truft to the Gregory or Fe- 
t/Jb ; which in the bulk o f it means no 
more than what we in Europe call Charms, 
which in many rcfpcdls carries ftrong Su- 
perftition, that is, a vain Rcligionin it ;  only 
their confccratcd Materials having more Re­
verence from their Ignorance and Fear, 
work more ftupendous Effc&sj or arc ima­
gined to do fo, which is the time thing. 
So much may ferve for a general Idea of A -  
frica , fincc fcvcral of the Articles w ill, in 
the progrefs o f the Voyage, be occaftonally 
expatiated on.

A  Voyage to  Guinea,

m tsi

S I E R R A L E O N .

BY Guinea here, I mean all Negro-land, 
from about the River Senega North­

ward, to within a few Degrees of Cape Bon 
Efperance> bccaufc Ships bound to any part 
o f this Extent, arc faid to be bound to Gui­
nea 5 and bccaufc the People, without thefe 
Lines, alter to a dark Colour feen in the 
Moors at this, and the Hottentots at the o- 
thcr Extremity. The Name (iGordon fays) 
imports hot and dry, and its Gold gives 
jsTamg to our Coin.

The



The black Colour, and woolly TcgumcntSiena,*°^ 
of thefe Guineans, is what fir it obtrudes it 
fclf on our Obfervation, and didinguifhes 
them from the reft of Mankind, who no 
where clfc, in the warmeft Latitudes, arc feen 
thus totally changed ; nor removing,will they 
ever alter, without mixing in Generation.
I have taken notice in my N avy• Surgeon, 
how difficultly the Colour is accounted fo r; 
and tho' it be a little Heterodox,I am perfuaded 
the black and white Race have, ab origine,
Iprung from different-colourediirft Parents.

When we parted with the IVeymouth off 
Cape de Verd, we fleered S. S. W . to avoid 
the Shoals o f Grandee, and in hawling in 
for the Land again, waited till we came into 
the Latitude of Sierraleon, fomc others lay­
ing on the N. Side that River. The Sound­
ings in with the Cape arc gradual, from 60 
Fathoms about i a  Leagues off, to 13 j  when 
we get in fight of Cape Sierraleon, known 
by a finglc Tree much larger than the red, 
and high land on the back of it. W e run 
tip on the Starboard fide of the River, an­
choring in the third Bay from the Cape; 
where is very commodious watering and 
wooding;  and regular Tides, 3s in any part 
of the Channel of England.

Remark 1. 'I he Trade for our A frican  
Company here, is carried on from Benfe or 
Brent ijland, about 5 Leagues didancc from 
our Anchorage, by Faftors, of whom Mr,

I i  4 iBlanket
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Sicnaieop.<piunket is chief. The private Traders arc 
about ;o  in number, fettled on the Star­
board fide of the River : loofc privateering 
Blades, that if they cannot trade fairly with 
the Natives, will rob j but then don't do it 
fo much in purfuanccof that trading Advice, 
(Am afs R iches, my Son,) as to put thenifclvcs 
in a Capacity of Jiving well, and treating 
their Friends, being always well plcafcd if 
they can keep their Stock at B ar, and with 
their Profits purchafe from time to time, 
Strong-beer, W ine, Cyder, and fuch Ncccf- 
farics, of B rifiol Ships, that more frequently 
than others put in there j  of thefe, John  
Leadjlm c, commonly called old Cracker, is 
reckoned the molt thriving,

They all keep Gromettas {Negro Ser­
vants) which they hire from Sherbro R iver, 
at two Accys or Bars a Month. The Women 
keep Houfc, and arc obedient to any Profti- 
tutions their Mailers command. The Mcn- 
fervants work in the Boats and Periagoes, 
which go a trading in ttirnswith Coral, Brafs, 
Pewter Pans, Pots, Arms, Englijb Spirits, & c. 
and bring back from the R io Nunes, Slaves, 
and Teeth ; and from Sherbro, Camwood 
for Dyers ; a Sloop or two is the moll that 
is loaded from the latter Place in  a Ycai, and 
rhar with difficulty j being obliged to go 
far up the River, narrow and befet with 
Mangroves, which makes it fickly.

Thp
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The Ivory here is o f the Elephant or .SV/z-Sicrrolcon, 
JIorfe> great and fm all; the former, ibid at 
about 40 Accys per Q uin tal in Exchange; 
the other at half Price.

The Slaves when brought here, have 
Chains put on, three or four linked together, 
under the Care of their Grornettas, till Op­
portunity of Sale ; and then g o a t  about 
1 j  Pounds a good Slave, allowing the Buyer 
40 or 50 per C t. Advance on his Goods.

As thefe Slaves arc placed under Lodges 
near the Owner’s Houle, for Air, Clc3nli- 
nefs, and Cuftomers better viewing their,
I had every day the Curiofity o f observing 
their Behaviour, which with rnoft of them 
was very dcjedlcd. Once, on looking over 
fomc of old Cracker’s Slaves, I could not 
help taking notice of one Fellow among the 
reft, of a tall, ftrong iM'ake, and bold, Item 
afpeft. As he imagined we were viewing 

• them with a dclign to buy, he. leaned to 
difdain his Fellow-Slaves for their Rcadinc!s 
to be examined, and as it were feorned look­
ing at us, refilling to rife or ftrctchout his 
Limbs, as the Mailer commanded ■, which 
got him an unmerciful Whipping from 
Cracker's own Hand, with a cutting M am - 
tea Strap, and had certainly killed him 

'but for the lofs hchimfclf muft fuftainby i : j  
all which the Negro bore with Magnani­
mity, fhtinking very little,, and fticdding 4 
Tear or two, which he endeavoured to hide

M
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Sie.-raicor.as too’ afhnmcd of. A ll the Company grew 
curious at his Courage, and wanted to know 
o f Cracker, how he came by him ; who told 
us, that this fame Fellow, called Captain 
Tomba, was a Leader of fomc Country Vil­
lages that oppofed them, and their Trade, at 
the River Nunes  j killing our Friends there, 
and firing their Cottages. The Sufferers this 
way, by the Help of my Men, (fays Cracker) 
furprized, and bound him in the Night, about 

' a Month ago, he having killed twe in his 
Defence, before they could fccurc him, and 
from thence he was brought hither, and 
made my Property.

Remark z. Sierraleon R iv e r  is very 
broad here, but in ten or twelve Miles row­
ing upwards, narrow to half the Breadth of 
the Thames at London, fpread on both fidcs 
thick with M angroves  j Trees, or (lender 
woody Shrubs, that fpring from the low, 
watry Banks of Rivers, in warm Climates. 
From the Branches, the Sap defeendi again 
and takes a fccond Root, and fo on, a thjrd, 
fourth, £?c. that the Ground is all covered; 
very difficult, if  not impofftblc for Men to 
penetrate: This makes them fit Haunts for 
the M anatea  and Crocodile  (Sea-Cow and 
Alligator) which,with the Shirks, very much 
infeit the River. A  Story or two of thclc 
Creatures, may not be unacceptable.

The M anatea  is about eleven or twelve 
Foot long, and in girt half as m uch; Teeth

only
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only in the back part of her Mbiith,which artSiemOeou, 
like the Ox’s, as is alfo her Muzzle and Head> 
with this difference, that her Eyes arc fmali 
in proportion, and Ears you can fcarcc 
thruft a Bodkin in ;  clofc to her Earsalmoft, 
are two broad Finns, fixteen or eighteen 
Inches long, that feel at the Extremities 
as d'o’ jointed;  a broad Tail, Cuticle granu­
lated, and of a colour and touch like Velvet: 
the true Skin an Inch thick, ufed by the 
IVeJl’Indians  in Thongs for punifiiing their 
S laves; weigh to five or fix hundred W eight;  
o f a firm Flefh, that cuts fat, lean, and white 
like V ea l: Boiled, ftewed, or roafled (for 
I have eaten it all ways) it has no fifhy 
T a lk , but is as acceptable a Treat as Veni- 
ion to Cockncighs.

The N egroes  way of taking them, is in a 
Canoo, which they paddle towards the Ma- 
natea  with as little noife as pofiiblc, (Ihe 
being cxtrcamly quick of hearing :) when 
near enough, a Man placed ready in the 
Boats Head, (hikes in his Harpoon with a 
long Pole into her, and lets go. She makes 
towards the M angroves  immediately, and 
the W ater being (hallow, they now and 
then get fight of the Pole, and fo follow, 
renewing the Strokes till they k ill, or weary 
her, and then drag her afhorc.

The A lligator  anfwcrs in all rcfpc&s, 
and doubtlcls is the Egyptian C rocodile; 
fliaped not unlike the Lttsard, but of two

hun*
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6i«r*Jccr,.hundrcd Weight perhaps, covered with hard 
Seales that arc impenetrable to Shot, unlc'fe 
very near; long Jaw s fet with (harp Teeth, 
two very large, and two l'mall: Finns like 
Hands: A Tail thick and continuous; will 
Jive a longtim e out of theWarer, being fold 
frequently alive in the JVeJl-lndies. They 
arc not fhy, but rather bold j and tho’ fa ­
mily waked, w ill not make oft' prcfcntly, 
our Boats falling down with the Stream 
within a few yards of them, before they 
f lir ;  laying basking to the Sun, in little 
muddy Nooks they form in their egrefs 
from the Mangroves. When they float 
upon the W ater, they lie very ftill and like 
a Log of Timber, till the little Fry under­
neath come unwarily fporting about them 
and tempt their greedy Stomachs; they diving 
very quick upon their Prey.

One of thefe fet upon a Man o f Captain 
M aJlorton\ a Sloop that put in here from 
Sberbro. The Sailor, to avoid walking round 
a Bay, and being mellow with drinking, 
would needs cut his way fltort by wading 
over a weedy part o f it up to his Breaft, 
where the Alligator feized h im ; and the 
Fellow having full Courage, ran his Arm 
down his Throat: Notwithflanding which, 
the Crocodile loofed, and renewed the Battle 
two or three times, till a Canoo that faw the 
Diftrefs, paddled to his Relief, but he was tom 
unmercifully in his Buttocks, Arms, Shoul­

ders,
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dcrs, Thighs, and Sides ;  and h3d not theSierr*:eoa* 
Creature been young, mud certainly have 
been killed. The Man recovered o f his 
Wounds.

Shirks very much in fed the Mouth o: 
this River ; the mod bold and ravenous of 
the watry Tribe : He never forfakes you:
Hook, till he is taken, and flights the Pro­
verb,

Occultum vifits deairrere p ifiis  ad kamim.

W e have catchcd three in lefsthan half an 
hour, each 8 or 10 1-'oot long, the Livers of 
them making above ten Gallons o f Oil.
They have four or five Rows of fhorr, (harp 
Teeth, one within another, and the Sides 
of them indented like Saws. Their Swal­
lows 14- and 16 Inches over. In the Maws, 
we found Beef Bones, and what other Tralh 
had been thrown over-board in the Day j 
for they arc like the Parfon's Barn; they 
turn on their backs to take in their 
Prey. Our Seamen drefled and cat the Flcfl:, 
tho’ very flrong y the fault of all carnivorous 
Animals.

Thefe Shirks have generally two, three, 
or more pretty-coloured little Filh, the big- 
nefs of Herrings attending them, called ‘P i­
lots : They go in and out at his Maw, or 
faflen on his Back, in familiar m anner:
They arc iuppofed like the Jackall to the
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S i e r r a i c c n . lo  be inftrumcntal in procuring him 
Prey, and warning him of Danger in Shoals, 
for which he receives Food, and Protec­
tion from the Shirk.

1 fhall give an Inftanccor two within my 
own knowledge, to fhew the Boldncfs and 
Rapacity of this Filh.

The iVeymouth's Barge rowing up Gam­
bia River, a Shirk nude to them, and not* 
withftanding the noife of fo many Oars, 
feized one of them in his Mouth, and fnap- 
ped it in two.

At Why dab, a very dangerous Coaft to 
land at, having two Bars before it, and great 
S eas; a Canoo was going on Ihorc from a 
Merchant-Ship with Come Goods, and in 
attempting to land, overfet: A Shirk nigh 
hand, feized upon one o f the Men in the 
W ater, and by the Swell o f the Sea, they 
were both call on Ihorc;  notwithlhnd- 
ing which, the Shirk never quitted his 
hold, but with the next A  fie n d  of the Sea, 
carried him clear off.

In Ihort, their Voracity refufes nothing;  
Canvas, Ropeyarns, Bones, Blanketing, & c. 
I have feen them frequently feize aCorpfc, 
as loon as it was committed to the Sea; tear­
ing and devouring that, and ■ the hammock 
thatlhroudcd it, without fufferingit once to 
link, tho' a great W eight of Ballaftin it.

There arc in the Bays o f this River, va­
riety of good Filh, that fupplics the Scarcity

of
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o f Flcfh ; Turtle, Muller, Skate, *Tcn-poun-s',errale0*'‘ 
ders, -\ Old-wives, JCavall'ofcs, || Barricudocs, 
**Sucking-Fifh, Oyltcrs, t+Cat-Fifh, Bream, 
and Numb-Fifh; the mod of which we 
catch’d in great numbers with our Scarn j 
two or three Hours in a Morning fupplying 
a Belly-full to the whole Ship's Company.

The Oyftcrs and Numb-Filh have fome- 
thing peculiar; the former growing, or rather 
flicking in great Bunches of twenty or thirty, 
upon the Rocks and Mangroves, to which 
they Iccmingly grow, very fmall and ill- 
tailed.

The latter, which is the Torpedo o f the 
Ancients, is flat as a Skate, fo very cchd 
as to numb the Hands or Arms o f thole 
who touch him, but goes off again in few 
Hours; and with a. Stick you may tofs him 
about a Day together without any other 
Harm than lofing your time.

* Ten-pounders arc like Mullen, but full of (mall Bonn, 
like Herring-bones.

I Old-wives; a felly, flat Filh, half as thick as Jong, calkd 
fo from fome Refcciblir.cc the Face is fancied to have, with 
tin; of a Nun’s.

I  Cavallocs; a bright, iilver-colour’d Filh, with a prickly 
Ridge on. each fide, half in length.

| Barricudoes i a well-tailed Filh, one Foot and an half 
long, noe wholefomc if the Roof of the Mouth be black.

•• Sucking-Fiflit fomething like the Dog-Filh t under­
neath he has an oval Flat, of three Inches and an half ov:r, 
granulated like a Nutmeg-grater; with-this he Hides fo fait, 
asdimcultiy to be tom from the Deck. He often iofefts the 
Shirk, IlieJts fall, and fucks hisNouriiliir.cn: from him.

+f Cat-Fifh, fo called from four (lender Fibres like Wtif- 
kers, fpxoiuing from the under part of hb Mouth.

Re -
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Siemlccn. Remark 3. The Country About Sier- 
raleon  is To thick fpread with Wood, that 
you cannot penetrate a Pole's length from the 
Water-Itcic, unlcfs between the Town, and 
Fountain whence they letch their Water, 
without a great deal of difficulty. They 
have Path; however through thefe Woods, to 
their *  Loll ns, and rf- Lugars, which tho’ but 
a mile or two from the Town, arc frequently 
the W alks of wild Deads * s their Excrement 
1 have found up and down in walking here, 
white and mixed with Officlcs.

The Shores hereabouts, like thole of S'jje- 
deti, arc rocky, and without any Cover of 
Earth almoft; yet produce large Trees, the 
Roots fpreading on the Surface : The chief 
of thefe arc the Palm, the Coco, and the 
Cotton-Tree, deferibed p. 198, in the firft 
Volume of the Hijtory o f  th e  ‘Pyr/r.cs.

OthcrVcgctablcs for Food arc Rice, Yams, 
(I Plantancs, $  Pine-Apples, Limes, O- 
________________________________ ranges,

* l.ollas, are Placet cleared of Wood, but barren; the 
Habitations only of Bug a bugs, the Species of sn Ant; baild 
not above a Foot and half high ; arc whilifli, (miller tlian the 
common fo«, fling, and dev our Clcathj.

-f Logan j open, clear Placet, Cowed with Rife, bft.
1 The Pine-Apple is their Prince of Fruits ; does no: grow 

fo high, but about the Bignefs of a P.uony ; a brautitul green 
and yellow firm and juicy as a Melon : eatea with Wine 
and Sogar. Some of itrong Fancy, imagine nil fotu of 
Fruit to lx  tailed in it 1 to site, it always left a flinging 
abftcrgem Flavour.

| Plat!tarn and Horoiw; area very common Fruit, ihaped 
like Cucumbers, but Gender and longer ; peeled of their Coat, 
they arc rcalled and « ;  oj Bread, fried, or cates raw. The

latter
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ranges, * *f* Papais, Palm-nuts, wild Roots,Slcrrilwa  ̂
and Berries.

This is their common Suftcnancc; the 
Gift o f Providence, without their Carej 
they might abound, but prefer Eafe and In­
dolence, he being greateft among them, 
who can afford to cat || Rice a ll the Year 
round. Kid and Fowl, they have a few, 
and were all the domeftick Animals I faw.

Remark 4 . On the Negroes here, their 
Clothing, Cuftoms and Religion.

The Men arc welUimbed, clean Fellows, 
flattilh-nofed, and many with E x  omphalos’ r, 
the Effc<fl of bad Midwifry, or Braining in 
their Infancy to walk * for they arc never 
taught, but creep upon a Matt on all Fours, 
t ill they have Strength to crcfl thcmfclvcs ,
lister is the juicier, and of a preferable Tafie. The Plane 
bearing them grow, n  high a, a Cherry-tree, with a Leaf 
three Yard, lohg, and one over ; an admirable Detergent in
foul, faaioiu Ulcer., Aripped of the inner Skin, nud applied **
you do HemOeek in Corns.

• Lime-tree,, about as big a, our A ffit, arife by fcveral 
Roots, and hive an oval Leal; the Fruit (mailer, but of (harper 
Scent and Flavour than Lemons. In the WoodiaHb are mny 
Sm'i/-Orange Trees, the Fruit lirgell and beft tailed of say 
I ever met.

+ Papait, the Site of a moderate Mihit, green as that, aid 
lull of Seeds, which thrown out, and theouUidc pared, is uied 
with Meat,buttered and la]ted. They grow 20 or joFoot high.
Btfixan fay*, Male and Female (the Aictraa, that all Fruit, 
grow fo, f .  at 3.) the Male blofloming, but bearing no Fruit.
‘ I; Rice 11 fown in fwampy Ground, s grow, the height of cur 

Wheat, and from the top of the Stem, (hoot very fleneer 
Stalks, bearing the Rice grained one above another to a vart 
Increafe s a Peck yielding above 40 Bulhels: Yet fuels i ,  their 
Idlenefs, there it often a Deficiency fupplkd from Shrrtn.&c-
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Sicmicon and notwithdanding this, arc fcldom diftor- 
tcd. Thclc do notcircumcifc, bat the Slaves 
brought from the Northward arc frequently 
fo ; perhaps from bordering on Morocco.

The Women arc not nigh fo well fhaped 
as the M en : Childing, and their Breads al­
ways pendulous, drctchcs them to fo unfeem- 
ly  a Length and Bignefi, .that fomc, like the 
W B&ptianSi 1 believe, could fucklc over 
their Shoulders. Their being imployed in 
all Labour, makes them robud;  for fuch as 
arc not Gromettas, work hard ir. T illage, 
make Palm-Oil, or fpin Cotton j and when 
they arc free from fuch work, the idle Huf- 
bands put them upon breading and fetching 
out their W ool, they being prodigious proud 
and curious in this fort o f Ornament ;  and 
keep them every day, for many hours toge­
ther, at ir.

Their Hottfes arc low, little Hutts, not 
quite fo bad as many in Torkfbire, built with 
wooden Stockades fet in the ground, in a 
round or fquarc form, thatched with Straw j 
they arc fwept clean every days and for Fur­
niture, have a Matt or two to lie down upon j 
two or three earthen or wooden Difiics, and 
Stools, with a Spoon, all of their own 
making. They arc idle, principal^ from 
want of Arts and domcdick Employments: 
foraslobfcrvcdjthcy arc fo cautious of plant­
ing too much, and wading theit Labour, 
that they arc really improvident j fmoaking
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all day in long Reed-Pipes together? un-s>erT̂ coa* 
plagued withTo-morrow, or the Politicks cf 
Enrobe.

Whole Towns fhife their Habitations, ei­
ther when they do not like their Neighbours, 
or have more Convcnicncy l'omcwhere clfcj 
loon clearing Ground enough for what 
Building and Culture they purpofe. Seig­
nior Jofeph, a Chriftian Negro of this Place, 
haslatcly with his People left a clean, wcll- 
Guilc Town, 3nd removed further up the 
River. Their Huts arc mofily orbicular, 
forming a fpacious fquarc Area in the mid­
dle, and in th is , the doors paved with 
Cockle-Shells; two or three Croflcs crcftcd, 
and round about, Lime-trees, Papais, Plan- 
tancs, Pine-apples, and a few Bee-hives; 
the latter made out o f pieces o f old Tree?, 
three foot long, hollowed and raifedon two 
Poles.

In the middle o f the Area was a great 
Curiofity, a large Tree with 500 hanging 
N ejis  at lead upon it ; this is a final! fami­
liar Bird, that builds thus about their Towns, 
upon the extreme flcndcrcft Twigs, hanging 
like Fruit, and declares the Wifdom of In- 
ftinft, lincc it's defigned a Security for their 
Young, againft Monkeys, Parrots, Squirrels,
& e . Creatures of Prey, whole W eight can­
not there be fupported.

Anointing their Body and Limbs with 
Palm-Oil, is a daily Pra&icc with both Sexes;
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Sker.aifen.fomc ufc *  Civet, but all end a Aron?, 
difagrccablc Sm ell; this mending it much 
like as melted Tallow is by a Perfumer's 

. Shop.
'Paladvers arc their Courts of Judicature, 

where the principal or elderly Men amongft 
them meet in a R ing or under a Lodge, 
to fettle the Differences that arife amongft 
them (elves, or with the Fa&orics; the fre- 
quenteft arc in relation to Trade. Enchfa- 
lutcs the other at meeting, by a Lend of the 
Elbow, and railing his Hand to his Face. 
W hen they have heard what each Party h3s 
to fay, they determine by Vote, who has 
the Rcafon o f the thing on their fide, and 
io punilh, or acquit. For Fornication, the 
Party (whether Man or Woman) is lold for 
a Slave. I f  a white Man lies with another's 
Slave, he is bound to redeem her at a cur­
rent Price. On a Charge o f Murder, A- 
dultcry, or i f  there can be any other more 
heinous Crime among them, the fufpc&cd 
Perfon mull drink of a red W  atcr his Judges 
prepare j  which is called, purging the Crimi­
nal : that is, i f  the fufpcdlcd be of ill Life, 
or had Envy to the dcccafcd, fo that the 
Surmizes againft him arc ftrong, though they 
want pofiiivc Evidence j they w ill give him
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•  The Civ/t ii abou; a* large a* a Ram Cn, come* from 
about Sir f in  ; it’* Head like a l-oxes. The Male only affords 
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«>ut of a little Cod or Hole, near the Intel! ui. reflim.
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fo much of that Liquor as (hall kill him ; butS'60*1'0"- 
if  inclined to fparc him, they politickly give 
lei's, or make it weaker, whereby his Inno­
cence appears the better to the Friends ar.d 
Relations of the dcccafcd.

!Panyarring, is a Term for Man-(lealing 
along the whole Coad : Here it’s ufed alio, 
for dealing any thing clfc j and by Cuflorn 
(their Law) every Man has a right to feize 
of another at any Convcnicncy, fo much is 
he can prove afterwards, at the Talaaver-  
Court, to have been defrauded of, by any 
body in the fame place he was cheated.

5'Dancing is the Diverfion of their Even­
ings : Men and Women make a Ring in an 
open part of the Town, and one at a time 
(hews his Skill in antick Motions and Gclli- 
culations, yet with a great deal of Agility, 
the Company making the Muftek by clap­
ping their hands together during the time, 
helped by the louder noife of two or three 
Drums made o f a hollowed piece of Tree, 
and covered with Kid-Skin. Sometimes 
they arc all round in a Circle laughing, and 
with uncouth Notes, blame orpraife fomc- 
body in the Company.

During our day at this Tort, we paid a 
Vifit to Seignior Jofeph, about nine miles 
up the River. The Rcafon of his leaving 
the other Town, lie told me was, the fre­
quent Talaavers he was engaged in, on ac­
count of Differences between his People and- 

D 3 the

Brafil, and the Weft-Indies. 53



Sierraieon.thc Grimattoes, and the great Expcncc he 
was at, in fo near a Neighbourhood with the 
English. He has been in England and ‘Por­
tugal 5 at the laft place he was baptized, and 
took in that chrittian Erudition that he en­
deavours to propagate. He has built a little 
Oratory for his People's Devotions i erc&ed 
a Crofs; taught fcvcral o f his Kindred Let­
ters, difperfing among them little Romifh 
Prayer-Books, and many of them arc known 
by Chriftian Names. Thofc of the Country 
not yetinitiated, never have but one. Moufî  
or M ofes; Tar rat, and Cambar, arc very 
common Names to the M en ; Baulte, and 
Ktbullee, to the W omen. Others take the 
Cognomen from their Difpofition \ Lion, 
Lamb, Bear, Hog, & c. like ourD anifi An- 
ccftors. Seignior Jofeph, who is very com­
municative, tells me, to flic extent o f his 
knowledge, the People arc cleanly, o f good 
Temper, and docible ; all witting iomc 
Miflionarics would think their Converfion 
and W ants worth regarding: But the Po-» 
verty of their Country w ill probably keep 
them a long time from that Benefit. There 
is no Invitation in a barren Soil, fcarcc o f 
Frovifions and Ncccflarics, Danger of wild 
Beads a mile from Home (clpccially W olves;) 
and about their Houfes, Rats, Snakes, Toads, 
Mufquitocs, Ccntipcs, Scorpions, Lizards, 
and innumerable Swarms of Ants, a white, 
black, and red fort, that build to 8 or 9 Foot

high,
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high, dig up the Foundation of their HoufesSie,ralcon* 
in two or three Years, or turn a Chert of 
Cloaths to Duft (if  not watched) in as m :ny 
Weeks. This Chriftian N(gro> by the Ad­
vantage of Trade, has in fomc mcafurc re­
moved the Wants of his own Family (his 
Towns;) they arc tolerably flocked withGui- 
neaHens, Fift, andVenifonj while the Coun­
try fifty miles oft', he fays, have little to feed 
on but Honey, and Manyoco Root. He re­
ceived us in ̂ Europtean Drefs (Gown,Slippers,
Capy&c.) and fent his Canoos out to fticvr us 
the Diverfton o f chafing the M anatee ;  t.icy 
brought one alhorc in two hours time, and 
we had ftewed, roaft, and boiled, with a 
clean Table-cloth, Knives and Forks, and 
Variety of W ines and ftrong Beer, for our 
Entertainment. The Flcft of this Creature 
was white, and not f if ty ; but very tough, 
and feafoned high (as arc all their Difhcs)wjth 
Ochre, Malaguctta, and BclNpcppcr.

His Kinfwonicn came into the Room after 
we had dined, and to them other Neighbours, 
faluting thofc of their own Colour, one by 
one, by making a Bend of their right Elbow, 
fo that the Hand comes nigh the M outh; the 
other to whom ftc addrefl'es, is in the fame 
Poflurc, and mixing their Thumbs and mid­
dle Fingers, they fnap them gently off, and 
retreat with a fmall Quaker-like Obcyfancc, 
decently and without Hurry or Laugh. They 
ftewed likewife much good-nature towards 
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Siernkcaionc another, in dividing two or three Bif- 
kets, and half a Pint o f  Citron W ater (we 
brought) into twenty Parts, rather than any 
one ihould mifs a Tafte. In conclufion, 
Seignior Jofepb faw us' to the Bor.t, and took 
leave with the fame Complaifancc he had 
treated us.

The Religion here, if  it may be called 
fuch, is their Veneration to Gregries: Every 
one keeps in his Houfc, in his Canoo, or a- 
bout his Perfon, fomething that he highly 
reverences, and that he imagines can, and 
docs defend him from Mifearriage, in the 
nature our Country-Folks do Charms, but 
w ith more Fear: And thefe things arc very 
various* either a cleaved piece of Wood, a 
Bundle o f peculiar little Sticks or Bones, a 
Monkey’s Skull, or the like. To thefe, every 
Family has now and then a Fcafl, inviting 
one another j but of this more, under the 
.Word Fetijb.

H e GRAIN and MALAGUETTA
Coajls.

Sierraleon and were joined by 
V\r our Confort the fVeymouth, May 1. 

from Gambia;  we found upon Conference, 
tjjat both Ships had like to have ended their

Voyage
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Voyage attlicfc firft Ports : She had run on7v Grl!n 
a Sand in that River, wringing three Days and 
Nights in a Tide’s way, with great difficulty <-*«/*. 
getting off : W e, at Sierraleon letting in 
W ater to the Ship one Evening, had forgot 
the Plug, till we had j  or 6  Foot Water in 
the Hold.

The Company's Prefents, we underftood 
by them, were received well there by the 
King o f Barra, and he has given the Faftors 
leave to build a Fortification at G illijhe, a 
Town commanded by a Woman, abou: i j  
M iles up the R iver; made a Duchcfs by Cap­
tain <Pajfengtr, from whence the Cuflom I 
believe has been taken up, of diftinguifaing 
the moftdeferving Fellows at trading Towns 
by the Titles of Knights, Colonels, and Cap­
tains, which they arc very proud of. This 
Duchcfs of G illtfiee has become very much 
the Factory's Friend there, and gives all pofii- 
blc Afliftancc in their Settlement.

Cape S t. M arys, or the Starboard En­
trance of that River, they found no Canni­
bals, as commonly reported among Sailors j  
but a civilized People, with whom they 
wooded their Ship.

On the 4th w e  were off C a p e  Monte, and 
next day Montzerado, both high Lunds;, 
the former appearing in a double, the latter 
with a fingle Homtnock; the Country trench­
ing from them, low and w oody; about 35 
Fathom W ater 3 Leagues from Shore. From 
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^G runthe latter, came o ffa  Canoo with the Ca- 
guena biceer, Captain John H ee, diffnguilhcd by 

an old Hat, and Sailor's Jackett with a 
greater number o f  thick brafs Rings on his 
fingers and Toes, than his Attendants. He 
feemed fhy o f entering the Ship, apprehend­
ing a Tanyarrtng; his Town's People having 
often fuffered by the Treachery of Ships, and 
they as often returned it, fometimes with 
Cruelty, which has given rife to the Report 
o f  their being Savages and Cannibals at fc- 
vcral places; very unlikely any where, bc- 
caufc they could not part with their Slaves, 
which arc but few, if  they had this Cuftom, 
nor could they have any Trade or Neigh­
bours: Their Fears would make them fhun 
their Enemies (the reft o f  Mankind) and all 
Corrcfpondcncc totally ccafc.

The Fetifb they brought off, on this dan­
gerous Voyage, was a Bundle o f fatal), black 
Sticks, like a hundred o f Sparrowgrafs pur 
into a Bag, knit o f Silk-graft, ar.d hanging 
over one o f their Shoulders, feeming to 
place a Security and Confidence in i t j  for 
I would have handled and tailed it, but found 
it  put them in a Fright, faying, to deter me, 
Ton didee, you kicatavoo, (i. c .) if you cat, 
you die prcfcntly.

The mutual Diftruft between us, made 
their prefent Bufineft only begging old 
Breeches, Shirts, Rags, Biskett, and what­
ever clfc they faw, parting in fomc hurry,

and



and calling to one another for that end, i n ^ C ^ n 
a Note like what Butchers ufc in d r iv in g ^ *  
Cattle. They have plenty of Milhio, Ricc,c«*A 
Yamms, and Salt hereabouts.

W e found in our coafting by Bafluir., and 
other trading Towns, the fame Fears fubfift- 
ing, coming off every day in their Cinoos, 
and then at a (land whether they (hould en­
ter r The bolded would ibmetimes come on 
board, bringing Rice, Malaguctta, and Teeth, 
but (laying under Fear and Sufpicion. Here 
we may take thefe Obfervations.

1. Canoos arc what arc ufed through the 
whole Coaft for tranfporting Men and Goods.
Each is made of a (ingle Cotton-tree, chi­
selled and hollowed into the (hape of a Boat; 
fomc of them 8 or to  Foot broad, carrying 
twenty Rowers. The Negroes do not row 
one way and look another, but all forward, 
and (landing at their Paddles, they difli to­
gether with dexterity, and if  they carry a 
Cabiceer,  always ling i  a Mark ofRcfpcdh

2. Cabiceers arc the principal o f tie  tra­
ding Men at all Towns 5 their Experience, or 
Courage having given them that Superiority:
A ll Afls of Government in their fcvcral Dif- 
tridls, arc by their Votes.

They came off to us with fomc Englijb 
T itle 3nd Certificate j the Favour of former 
Traders to them, for their Honefty and good 
Service j  and were they done with Caution, 
jnight be o f ufc to Ships as they lucceed in

the
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gu«ta
Ctaf.t.

7^ Grain the Trade: Whereas now they contain little 
^ ^ • T m t h ,  being done out of Humour, and 

learn them only to beg or Heal with more 
Impudence.

3. The Negrifb Language alters a little in 
failing, but as they arc Strangers to Arts, & c. 
retrained to a few Words, expreflive o f their 
Ncccflitics: This I think, becaufcin their 
Meetings th ey 'a rc  not talkative; In their 
Trading the fame Sound comes up often ;  
and their Songs, a Repetition of fu Words 
a hundred times.

Some Negrijb Words,

T>idee, Eat.

S S & }  * *
Malembenda, Ripe. 
Cockracoo, Fowl. 
iPraam, Good.
N ino, Sleep.
Sam Jam, a ll one. 
Acquidera, Agreed. 
Oura, Very well. 
Tomy, Arfc-clout, 
A ttee,ho,How do you?

‘Dajbee, a Prefent. 
Kickatarvoo, Killed, 

or Dead.
ToJJu, Begone,
Tarra, Sick.
Fabra, Come. 
Brinnee, W hite Man, 
Bovinee, Black Man. 
Soquebab, Gone, loft, 
Tongo, M an’s Privities. 
Bombo,  W  Oman’s.

Laftly, the Drefs common to both Sexes 
every where, is the Totlij, or Arfc-clout, 
and the pleating or breading of their Wooll. 
The Arfc-clout the W omen tic about their

Hips.



Hips, and falls half way down their T h ig h ^  Gnuo 
all round} but the Men bring ic under their™'^*1**' 
T w ill, and fallen jult upon the girdling parted/*, 
behind. Both take great delight in twilling 
the W ool of their Heads into Ringlets, with 
Gold or Stones, and bellow a great deal of 
Time and Genius in ir.

The Women arcfondcll o^whatthey a l l  
F(tijbing, fetting thcmfclvcs out to attraft 
the good Graces of the Men. They carry a 
Streak round their Foreheads, o f white, red, 
or yellow Walh. which being thin, falls in 
lines before it dries. Others make Circles 
w ith ir, round the Arms and Bodies, and in 
this frightful Figure, pleafe. The Men, on 
the other fide, have their Ornaments con.ift 
in Bracelets j or Manilla!*, about their Wrills 
and Ancles, of Brafs, Copper, Pewter, or I- 
vory i  the fame again on their Fingers and 
Toes : a Necklace of M onkey’s Teeth, Ivery 
Sticks in their Ears, with a broad head. Moll 
o f them have one, two, or more of thefc 
Ornaments, and have an Emulation in the 
number and ufc of them.

W hen the Nakednefs, Poverty and Igno­
rance of thefc Species of Men arc confidcrcd; 
it would incline one to think it a bettering 
their Condition, to tranfport them to the 
worll of Chrillian Slavery; but as we find 
them little mended in thofc rcfpc&s at the 
W eft-Indies, their Patrons rcfpc&ing them 
only as Bealls of Burthen j  there is rather
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Tbt Grainjnhumanity in removing them front their 
coetta ^  Countries and Families* here they get Ealc 
Cetfi. with their lparc D iet; the Woods, rhcFruits, 

the Rivers, and Forefls, with what they pro­
duce,is equally the property of all. By Tranf- 
frccation they get the brown Bread, without 
the Gofpcl: together, as M r. Baxter ob- 
ferved, they might be good Fare, but hard 
W ork and Stripes without it, muft be allowed 
anunplcafant Change. They arc fed, it's true, 
but with the lame Diet and Defign v c  do 
Horfes; and what is an aggravating Circum- 
flancc, they have a Property in nothing, not 
even in their W ives and Children. No 
wonder then, Men under this View, orworfc 
Apprehenfions, fhould be prompted with Op­
portunity frequently to facrificc the Inftru- 
menrs of it.

62 ^ V oyage A? Guinea,
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Sdthw. X T  TE anchored beforeSejlhos, or Stflbio, 

W  May toth, a Place where moft of 
our windward Slavc-fhips flop to buy Rice, 
exchanged at about a* , per Quintal. The 
River is about half the breadth o f theThames j  
a  narrow Entrance only for Boats on the 
ftarboard Side, between two Rocks, which, 
on great Swells and W inds, make the (hoot-
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ingof it dangerous; the reft of the breadthSdUw*. 
being choakcd with Sands.

The Town is large, and built after a diffe­
rent Model from thofc we have le f t ; they 
run them up (fquarc or round) four Foot 
from the Earth;  at that height, is the firft 
and chief Room, to fit, talk, or Deep in, 
lined with matted Rinds of Trees, fupported 
with Stockades, and in the middle o f it, a 
Fire-place for Charcoal, that ferves a double 
Purpofc; driving off Infects and Vcrminc, 
and drying their Rice and Indian Corn. Of 
the upper Lofr they make a Storc-houfc, 
that runs up pyramidal 30 foo t; making the 
Town at diftancc, appear like a number of 
Spires, each (landing fingly.

This, and every Town hereabouts, had a 
Talaaver-Room , a publick Place of meeting 
for the People to council, and tranfatt the 
Bufmefs of the Society: They arc large, and 
built fomething like our Lodges for Carts, 
open, 4 foot from the Ground > then a Stage 
to  fit, rafted and w ell coveted againft Rain 
and Sun-fhinc. Here they meet without 
diftin&ion; King and Subjett, fmoaking 
from Morning to Night. A t this Place, it 
is common to bring your Traftick ; brafs 
Pans, pewter Balms, Powder, Shot, old Chefts,
& c . and exchange for Rice, Goats and Fowls. 
T w o or three Pipes, a Charge of Powder, or 
fuch a Trifle, buys a Fowl. A  2 pound Bafin 
buys a Goat; and I purchafcd two for an old

Cheft,



Scahc* Cheft, with a I.ock to it. Such a piece of 
Mcchanifm I found a Rarity, and brought 
all the Country down to admire* A Watch 
flill cncrcafcd their W onder 5 and making 
\'Paper fpeak (as they call it) is a Miracle.

They bring their written Certificates hint­
ed above, and when you tell them the Con­
tents, or they arc made Mcflcngcrs of Notes 
between Eng/ijh Ships, they exprefs the ur-» 
mod Surprize at fuch fort of Knowledge and 
lntcrcourfc; it infinitely exceeds their Un­
demanding, and imprcflcs a fuperior and ad­
vantageous Idea of the Europeans.

The King who commands here has the 
i?am c o f T edro ; he lives about five Miles 
up the River, a Sample of Negro Majefty.

As there is a©<sr/Ztf£cxpc&cd before Ships 
can wood and water here* it was thought 
expedient to fend the Royal Perquilite up by 
Embafly (a Lieutenant and Purfer) who be­
ing In all rcfpc&s equal to the Truft, were 
difinified with proper Inftru&ions, and being 
arrived at the King’s Town, they were ufher- 
ed or thruft in by fomc o f the Courtiers 
into the common ‘Palaaver-Room  (to  wait 
the King's drcfllng, and coming from his Pa­
lace) his publick Audience being ever in the 
Prcfcnccof the People/ After waiting an 
hour, King 'Pedro came attended by a hun­
dred naked Nobles, all fmoaking, and a Horn 
blowing before them. The King's Drefs 
was very an tick : He had a dirty, red Bays

Gown
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Gown on, chequer'd with patch-work of o -Scflko:> 
thee Colours, like a Jack pudding, and a 
Fellow to bear the Train, which was a nar* 
row Slip of Culgee tacked to the bottom 
of the Gown. He had an old black full- 
bottom'd W ig, uncombed $ an old Hat not 
half big enough, and fo fet cdnfidcrably be­
hind the Fore-top, that made his meagre 
Face like a Scare-crow; coarfc Shoes and 
Stockings, unbuckled and unty’d, andabrafs 
Chain o f to  lib. at lcaft about his Neck.

To this Figure o f a Man, our modern 
Embafladors in their Holiday Suits, fell on 
their Knees, and might have continued there 
till this time, for what (Pedro eared: He 
was fomething futprized indeed, but took 
it for the Fafhion of their Country,and fo kept 
making infiant Motions for the JDafbee. This 
brought them from their Knees, as the pro­
per Attitude for prefenting it j confillihg irt 
a trading Gun, two pieces of fait Ship-beef, 
a Cheefo, a Bottle of Brandy, a Dozen of 
Pipes, and two Dozen of Congees. But T e- 
dro, who underftood the Prclcnt better than 
the Bows, did not feem plcafcd when he 
faw i t ; nor for any dcfc& in the Magnifi­
cence, but they were fueh things as he 
had not prefent Occafion for 5 asking fomc 
of their Clothes and to take thole back 
again, particularly their Breeches, fuliicd 
a little with kneeling in the Spittle s 
But on a ‘Palaaver with his Minifters,
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66
StOhou t h e  P r e f e n t  w a s  a c c e p te d ,  a n d  t h e  O ff ic e r s  d i f -  

m if le d  b a c k  w i t h  a  G la l i  o f  P a lm - W in e  
a n d jft fe e , bo^thc  c o m m o n  w a y  o f  S a lu t a t io n  
w i t h  T h u m b s  a n d  F in g e r s  m ix e d ,  a n d  f n a p -  
p in g  o f f . )

T o  f m o o th  t h e  K in g  in t o  a  g o o d  O p in io n  
o f  o u r  G c n c r o f i t y ,  w e  m a d e  i t  u p  to  h is  S o n ,  
Tom Freeman  ;  w h o ,  t o  f h e w  h is  g o o d - n a ­
t u r e ,  c a m e  o n  b o a r d  u n in v i t e d ,  b r in g in g  h is  
F la g c lc r ,  a n d  o b l i g in g  u s  w i t h  f e m e  w i ld  
N o t e s .  H im  w e  d re fs ’ d  w it h  a n  e d g 'd  H ar , 
a  W i g ,  a n d  a  S w o r d ,  a n d  g a v e  a  P a t e n t  u p ­
o n  a  la r g e  S h e e t  o f  P a r c h m e n t ,  c r e a t in g  h im  
D u k e  oiS eJibos,  a f f ix in g  a l l  o u r  H an d s , a n d  
t h e  I m p re fs  o f  a  B u t t e r  m a r k  o n  P u t t y .

T h i s  w a s  t a k e n  fo  k i n d l y  b y  t ire  F a th e r , 
t h a t  h e  l e n t  u s  a  c o u p le  o f  G o a ts  in  r e t u r n ,  
a n d  h is  y o u n g e r  S o n  J o f e e  f o r  f u r th e r  M a r k s  
o f  o u r  F a v o u r  j  w h o m  w e  d ig n if ie d  a lfo ,  o n  a  
f m a l l  C o n f id c r a t io n ,  w i t h  t h e  T i t l e  c f  T rm ce  
o f  Baxos. S e v e r a l  in d e e d  h a d  b een  t i t l e d ,  
b u t  n o n e  fo  e m in e n t l y ,  a s  b y  P a t e n t ,  b e f o r e ;  
w h ic h  p r o c u r e d  u s  th e  e n t i r e  g o o d - w i l l  o f  
t h e  K in g  i  f u f f e r in g  u s  a t  a n y  t im e  t o  h a w l  
o u r  S c a r n  in  th e  R iv e r ,  w h e r e  w e  c a tc h e d  
g o o d  f to r c  o f  M u l l e t s ,  S o le s ,  B u m p  n o f e s ,  
a n d  R o c k - f i f h ;  a n d  t o  g o  u p  t o  th e ir  V i l ­
la g e s  u n m o lc f ic d .

In  o n e  o f  t h e f c  T o w n s ,  f o m c  o th e r s  o f  
u s  p a id  a  V if it  t o  h is  M a je f t y ,  w h o m  w e  
fo u n d  a t  a  P a la c e  b u i l t  a s  h u m b le  a s  a  H o g -  
f ty  ;  th e  e n t r a n c e  w a s  n a r r o w  l i k e  a  P o r t - h o le ,

le a d -
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leading into what , we may call his Court**11̂ *  
Yard, a flovcnly little Spot, and two or 
three Hutts in it, which I found to be the 
Apartment of his Women. From this we 
popped through another fhorc Portico, and 
difeovered him on the left hand, upon a 
place without his Houfc, raifed like a Tay­
lors Shop-board, aiid fmoaking with two 
or three old Women, (the favourite Diverfion 
of both Sexes.) His Drcls and Figure, with 
the novelty of ours, created mutual Smiles 
which held a few Minutes, and then we took 
leave with the A t tee, ho.

From his Town we went to two others 
Gill farther up the River j at one of them 
was a bright ycllow-colour'd Man, and be­
ing curious to know his Original,were infor­
med (if we interpret their Signs and Lan­
guage right) thar he came from a good d is­
tance in the Country, where were more, 
Captain Bullfinch Lamb,, and others, have 
fincc told me, he had feen lcvcral 5 Mr, 
Thompfon, that he faw one at Angola, 
and another at Madagafear; a great Rarity, 
and as perplexing to account for, as the black 
Colour.

Exomphalos's arc very common among the 
Negroes here. I faw alfo one fquint-cy'd # 
another without a Nofcj and another with 
a Hair Lip j Blcmilhcs rare among them. 
Cjrcumcifion is ufed pretty much j not as a 
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S<aii<». religious Symbol, but at the Humour of the 
Parent, who had found a Convcnicncy In it.

The Diet is Rice, Potatoes, Yacocs or In ­
dian Corn, Partly, and other Vegetables j 
the Cultivation of which, and tacit domef- 
rick Affairs, arc all impofed on the Women.

In general may be obferved, they arc ex­
ceeding cowardly, like other Countries un- 
difciplincd j a whole Town running away 
from a Boat with white Men. Thievish on 
their own Dunghills j none of them Teem­
ing to have any Notion of it as a Crime, 
and quarrel only about a Share of what is 
dole. So lazy, that Scores of them w ill at­
tend our Seam for a Bisker, or the Diftribu- 
tion of fuch fmall Fifh as arc thrown by ; for 
tho' their Waters afford great Plenty, they 
want theMeansor Inclination to catch them; 
chufing rather to loiter and jump about the 
Sands, or play at round Holes, than endea­
vour to get Food for thcmfclves.

Cape A P O L L O  N I  A.

g £ AP* X T ' RO M  Sejlhos, we reached in two or 
oma J - i  three DayS Cape Talm a > weighed Au- 

chor from Jaqut a 'jaques, the zttb  5 from 
Bajfiiu, the jo r/ j; djjtnee, the 31fl'i and 
anchored here the 6th  o f y*ne. In this part 
o f our Sailing may be observed,
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1. That the Land from Si err alt on, except-^/^P01 
ing two or three Capes, and that about J” :' 
‘D reivin, appears low, and the firft Land ycu
fee (as the Irishman fays) is T rees; runs vciy 
ftreight without Bays or Inlets, which makes 
it difficult to diftinguifh, and impoffiblc for 
us to land fafely a t ; the Surff breaking all 
along to a great height, by means of a con­
tinued Swell from a vaft Southern Ocean; 
a Sea which the Natives only undcrftand,and 
can pu(h their Canoos through. This feems 
a natural Prohibition to Strangers, and 
whence it follows in refpeft to Trade, that 
Ships arc obliged to fend their Boats with 
Goods near Shore, where the Natives mete
them, and barter for Slaves, Gold, and Ivory; 
for at many places a Grandee Shippee (as they 
call it) affrights them, and they w ill venture
then, as 1 imagine they can fwim.

2. The Ground is very tough, our Con- 
fort and we loling three Anchors in heav. 
ing a Purchafc j we flopping at Nights for 
fear of over-fliooting Places o f Trade. .

3. W e find pretty equal Soundings, about 
14- Fathom Water, a League from  Short, 
unlcfs at one noted place, a Lufus N at lira, 
called the bottomlefs T i t j  7 Leagues bclov 
Jaque ajaques,where the Depth is all at once 
unfathomable, and about three Miles over.

The great Sir I f .  New ton, in his calcu­
lating the Force of Gravity, fays, Bodies dc- 
crcafe in their W eight, and Force o f their 
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f^A pol-M ,, jn t|lc Proportion of the Squares of 
°‘“J Diftancc from the Center; fo that a Tun at 

the Surface of the Earth would weigh but 
^  of a Tun, removed one Semi-Diameter 
o f tiic Earth higher; and at three Semi-Di­
ameters, but thcT'r  of a Tun. Iti like man­
ner their Velocities of Defeent dccrcafc : A 
Body at the Surface which would fall 16 
foot in a Second, at t 2000 Miles high, or 
three Semi-Diameters, would fall onfy T*«, 
or one Foot in a Second j  but at all given 
Diftanccs, fomething, &c.

Now, according to this Rule, heaving a 
Lead in great depths of Water, the V e ­
locity fhould incrcafc with the defeent or 
finking of i t ; fincc in the Progrefs of Gra­
vity, the foiling Body in every fpacc of Time 
receives a new Impuifc, and continually act­
ing, the fame Gravity fuper-adds a new Vc* 
Jocity j lo that at rhe end of two Seconds, to 
be double what it was at the end of the firft, 
and fo on 5 which here the Weight of the 
fupcr-incumbcnt Medium (hould ftill more 
accelerate. Yet a Lead-line is drawn out 
perceptibly flower at the fccond, than the firft 
hundred Fathoms : But perhaps this proceeds 
from the incrcafing quantity of Line to be 
drawn with it, not locqually apt todemerge. 
and a Nifus in all Bodies o f Water, from 
below upwards, contrary to Gravity.

4. The Winds were more Southerly than 
above, checking the Land-Breeze, which

ob-
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o b t a in in g  b r in g s  f t r o n g  u n w h o le f o m c  S m c l l s ^ ,AP°1'  
f ro m  th e  M angroves.

j .  T h e i r  D ie t  b e in g  v e r y  f lo v c n ly ,  a n d  
m u c h  o f  a  p ie c e  in  th is  T r a c k ,  I fh a l l  h e re  
e n t e r t a in  y o u  w i t h  t w o o r  t h r e e  o f  th e irD ifh e s .

Slabberfavce is  m a d e  o f  R i c e  a n d  F ifh , a  
F o w l ,  a  K id ,  o r  E le p h a n t 's  F Ic fti, th e  b e t te r  
f o r  b e in g  o n  th e  f t in k .  T h e y  b o i l  th is  
w i t h  a  g o o d  q u a n t i t y  o f  Ochre a n d  Pain- 
O i l a n d  i s  a c c o u n te d  a  r o y a l  F ca ft.

A  D o g  i s  a  R a r i t y  w i t h  f o m c  : O u r  M a t ­
t e r  h a d  a  l i t t l e  B o y - S la v e  o f  e ig h t  y e a r s  o f  
A g e ,  i n  e x c h a n g e  fo r  o n e .  A t  o th e r  P la c e s , 
M o n k e y s  a r c  a  v e r y  c o m m o n  D ie t .

Bomini i s  F ifh  d r ie d  in  t h e  S u n  w it h o u t  
S a l t ;  ( l i n k in g ,  t h e y  p u t  i t  i n  a  F r y in g - p a n  
w i t h  Palm-Oily t h e n  m ix e d  w i t h  b o i le d  R ic e ,  
f n a t c h  i t  u p  g r e e d i l y  w i t h  t h e i r  F in g e r s .

Black Sostpee i s  a  f a v o u r i t e  D ifh , a s  w e l l  
a t  o u r  F a & o r ie s ,  a s  a m o n g  t h e  Negroes; 
w e  m a k e  i t  o f  F lc fh  o r  F o w l ,  f t e w ’d  lw c c r ,  
w i t h  fo m c  u n c o m m o n  t a i l e d  H e rb s  j  b u t  th e  
a f e e n d a n t  T a f t c  is  P e p p e r ,  Ochre, a n d  Palm- 
Oil. A t  f ir ft I t h o u g h t  i t  d i f a g r c e a b lc ,  b u r 
C u f to m  r e c o n c i le d  i t  a s  t h e  b e d  in  th e  C o u n ­
t r y  :  M e n 's  w a y  o f  D ie t  b e in g  c e r t a in ly  a  
p r in c ip a l  R c a lo n  w h y  in  a l l  p la c e s  f o m c  o f  
L a n d  a n d  S e a - a n im a l s  a r c  a p p r o v e d  o r  r e ­
je c t e d  j  l i k e d  in  o n e  C o u n t r y ,  a n d  d e te f te d  in  
a n o th e r .

T o  r e tu r n  t o  Jaque a Jaques ;  w e  m e t  
t h e r e  t h e  Robert o f Brijlol, C a p t a in  Harding?
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c^ fA po l- w h o  f a i le d  f ro m  Sitrraleon  b e fo re  u s , h a v -  
C aJ ' i n g  p u r c h a fc d  t h i r t y  S la v e s ,  w h e r e o f  C a p r a in  

Tornba m e n t io n e d  t h e r e  w a s  o n e ; h e  g a v e  
u s  th e  f o l lo w in g  m c la n c h o l ly  S to r y .  T h a t  
th is  Tornba, a b o u t  a  W e e k  b e fo re , h a d  c o m ­
b in e d  w it h  t h r e e  o r  fo u r  o f  t h e  l lo u tc ft  o f  h is  
C o u n t r y - m e n  to  k i l l  t h e  S h ip ’s  C o m p a n y ,a n d  
a t t e m p t  t h e i r  E fc a p c s , w h i le  th e y  h ad  a  S h o r e  
t o  f ly  t o ,a n d  h a d  n e a r  e f fe c te d  i t  b y  m e a n s  o f  a  

W o m a n - S la v e ,w h o  b e in g  m o r e  a t  la r g e ,w a s  to  
w a t c h  t h e  p ro p e r  O p p o r tu n i t y .  S h e  b r o u g h t  
h im  w o r d  o n e  n ig h t  th a t  t h e r e  w e r e  n o  m o r e  
t h a n  f iv e  w h i t e  M e n  u p o n  th e  D e c k , a n d  th e y  
a f le e p ,  b r in g in g  h im  a  H a m m e r  a t  t h e  f a m e  
t im e  ( a l l  t h e  W e a p o n s  th a t  f lic  c o u ld  f in d )  to  
e x e c u te  t h e  T r e a c h e r y .  H e  e n c o u ra g e d  th e  
A c c o m p l ic e s  w h a t  h e  c o u ld ,  w ith  t h e  P r o -  
f p e f t o f  L ib e r t y ,  b u t  c o u ld  n o w  a t t h e  P u fh , 
e n g a g e  o n l y  o n e  m o r e  a n d  t h e  W o m a n  to  
f o l lo w  h im  u p o n  D e c k .  H e  fo u n d  t h r e e  
S a i lo r s  f le e p in g  o n  t h e  F o r c - c a l l lc ,  t w o  o f  
w h ic h  h e  p r c f c n r ly  d i fp a t c h c d , w i t h  A n g le  
S t r o k e s  u p o n  t h e  T e m p le s ,  t h e  o th e r  r o u z in g  
w i t h  t h e  N o if e ,  h is  C o m p a n io n s  f e iz e d  \ 
Tornba c o m in g  fo o n  t o  t h e i r  A l l i f t a n c e ,  a n d  
m u r d e r in g  h im  in  t h e  f a m e  m a n n e r .  G o in g  
a f t e r  t o  f in ifh  th e  w o r k ,  t h e y  fo u n d  v e r y  
l u c k i l y  f o r  th e  reft o f  th e  C o m p a n y ,  t h a t  
t h e f e  o th e r  t w o  o f  th e  W a t c h  w e r e  w i t h  
th e  C o n fu f to n  a l r e a d y  m a d e  a w a k e ,  a n d  u p o n  
t h e i r  G u a rd , a n d  t h e i r  D e f e n c e  fo o n  a w a k e d  
t h e  M a t t e r  u n d e r n e a th  t h e m ,  w h o  r u n n in g
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u p  a n d  r in d in g  h is  M e n  c o n t e n d in g  f o r  t h c i r c »M p o l 
L iv e s ,  t o o k  a  H a n d - f p ik e ,  t h e  firft t h in g 10™ - 
h e  m e t  w i t h  in  t h e  S u r p r iz e ,  a n d  r e d o u b lin g  
h is  S t r o k e s  h o m e  u p o n  Totnba, l a id  h im  a t  
l e n g t h  f la t  u p o n  t h e  D e c k ,  S e c u r in g  th e m  
a l l  in  I ro n s .

T h e  R c a d c s  m a y  b e  c u r io u s  t o  k n o w  th e ir  
P u n i lh m c n r :  W h y ,  C a p t a in  Harding w e ig h ­
in g  th e  S to u t n e f s  a n d  W o r t h  o f  t h e  t v o  
S la v e s ,  d id ,  a s  in  o t h e r  C o u n t r ie s  th e y  d o  b y  
R o g u e s  o f  D ig n i t y ,  w h ip  a n d  l c a r i f y  th e m  
o n ly  ■, w h i l e  t h r e e  o th e r s ,  A b e t t o r s ,  b u t  n o t  
A f t o r s ,  n o r  o f  S t r e n g th  fo r  i t ,  h e  f c n tc n c c d  
t o  c r u e l  D e a t h s ;  m a k in g  t h e m  f lr f l c a t  th e  
H e a r t  a n d  L iv e r  o f  o n e  o f  t h e m  k i l l e d .
T h e  W o m a n  h e  h o if te d  u p  b y  t h e  T h u m b s ; 
w h ip p 'd ,  a n d  f la lh c d  h e r  w i t h  K n iv e s , b e fo re  
th e  o th e r  S la v e s  t i l l  (h e  d ie d .

F ro m  t h is  S h ip  w e  le a r n e d  a l f o ,  th a t  t h e  
in l a n d  C o u n t r y  w h o  h a d  fu fF ered  b y  th e  
(P  any a r ts  o f  th e  Cobrlobou a n d  D rew m  P e o ­
p le ,  h a v e  l a t e l y  b e e n  d o w n ,  a n d  d e f t r o y e d th e  
T o w n s ,  a n d  th e  T r a d e  i s  n o w  a t  a f l a n d j  a n d  
p e r h a p s  th e  C o n f e io u fn e f s  o f  th is  G u i l t  in -  
c r c a f c s  t h e i r  F e a rs  o f  u s . T h e  C e r e m o n y  o f  
c o n t r a c t in g  F r ic n d lh ip  a n d  T r a d e ,  is  d r o p p in g  
a  l i t t l e  f a i t - w a t e r  i n t o  th c E y c ,o r  t a k in g  i t  in t o  
t h e i r  M o u t h ,  a n d  f p u r t in g o u t  a g a i n ;  w h ic h  
m u f t  b e  a n f w c r ’d ,  o r  n o  T r a d e  w i l l  f o l lo w .

A t  C a p e  Apollonia, t h e  N a t iv e s  a r c o f  a j e t  
b la c k ,  v e r y  l i v e l y  a n d  b o ld ,  a c c u f lo m c d  to  
T r a d e ,  a n d  b e t t e r  f c t i lh c d  th a n  t h e i r  N e ig h ­
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CjftrApoI»b°urs | have cleaner and larger Tomys, wear
onu- Amber Beads, Copper Rings, Cowrys, and 

their W ooll twitted in numbcrlcfs little 
Rings and Tufts, with bits of Shell, Straw, 
or Gold twitted in them. They have all 
a D aggerf cut in their Cheek, and often in 
other Parts of their Body: A  Cuftom pre- 
ferved among a few, down to the Gold 
Coatt. The Romans and Goths, when pof- 
fetted of Barbary, exempted the Cbrijlians 
from Tribute j and to know them, engraved 
a -f- upon their Checks; but thisfeems too 
diftant for any Analogy with theirs. A ll 
we learn is, its being a very ancient Cuftom* 
and dittinguifhes them from the Country, 
who they (P  anyarr  and fell for Slaves, naked 
at 4  oz. p er  Head* allowing ioo per Cent. 
on Goods, they coft at a medium a l. Ster­
ling. The Cabiceers, out o f this, demand a 
due of ao j. and the Palaavcr-M an  t o s. 
whence 1 conjecture they arc more regularly 
trained to P  anyar rin g  or thieving, than the 
Towns we have patt.

There is a great deal of Ground cleared 
about this Cape, and fown with Indian  Corn; 
firft brought among the N egroes, it’s faid, by 
the Tortuguef*.
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C a b o t  R E S  P U N T  A S .

WE flopped a few Hours at Ax'tm  in£*foTre* 
our Paflagc from Jlpollonia, and an- nm' 

chorcd here June 7. moft Ships doing it for 
the Convcnicncy of watering, more diffi­
cultly fupplied at any parts above. It is cal­
led Three P oints, from th3t number o f Head­
lands that jutt one without theo th (f; with­
in the innermoft is a commodious Bay, nigh 
the watering-place. John Conn/ , who is
the principal CaOiceer, exacts a Duty from 
all Ships, of an Ounce of Gold, for this 
Privilege t and lends oft' a Servant with his 
Commiflion, a large Gold-headed Cane, en­
graved John Coririy, to demand it. Our 
Xcgicci herein, with fomc opprobrious Trear- 
mcnc of the Agent, occafioncd John Conn/ 
next day to come down With zPoffe&nd fuze 
our Water-casks afhore, carrying away tenor a 
dozen of our Men Prifoners to his Town.
The Officer among them endeavouring to 
diflinguifh to John the Difference of a  King’s 
Ship from others, got his Head broke: John 
(who underflood E jm tfb  enough to fwear) 
laying, by Q -—  me King here, not only for 
my Water, bur the Trouble has been given 
pic in collecting it. Drink on, fays he to the

S a ilo r s ,



Gt^Tre Sailors,(knocking out the Head of a Half-An- 
I>unlM‘ chor of Brandy,) and eat w, hat my Houle af­

fords j  I know your part is to follow Orders. 
"John, after fomc trouble in negotiating, ac­
cepted in rccompcnce, fix Ounces o f Gold, 
and an Anchor of Brandy.

H is Town Bands about three Miles Weft- 
ward of the watering-place j large, and as 
neatly raftered and built, as moft of our 
North or Weft fmall Country Villages, li­
very Man his Coco-trees round the Houfc, 
and in the Streets (fuch as thcyarc) fit People 
to fell the Nuts, Limes, Soap, Indian Corn, 
and what is a great part of their Food, Canky> 
the W ork of the Women. It is made of In­
dian Corn, after this manner j  they pound it 
in  a Mortar for fomc time, then malaxing 
it  with W ater and Palm-Wine, they grind 
it  Bill finer with a Mull upon a great Stone, 
which every Houfc almoft has at the Door for 
that purpofc j baked or boiled in Cakes, it 
makes a hearty and wcll-taftcd Bread.

The D anijb  (or, as they fay, the Branden- 
burghers) Fort was on an adjacent Hill, of 
four or five Baftions, and could mount fifty 
Guns. The Garifon, when in being, pro­
bably taught the Natives the way o f market­
ing, obferved only where the Fa&orics a rc ; 
but being fomc few years fincc rclinquilhcd 
by them, it's now in John Conn/s poflcflton, 
and has raifed up fomc Cornells and Talaa- 
1yers with the T )u tch : for they pretending

*
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a T itle o f Purchafe, fcnt a Bomb-Vefl'cl andcwkTrei 
two or three Frigates laft Year, to demand a1’00’'*1- 
Surrendry ;  but J o h n  being a bold and fub- 
tlc Fellow,weighing their Strength, anfwcr’d, 
that he cxpc&cd fomc Inftrumcnt fliould be 
(hewed him to confirm the Brandenburghers 
Sale 5 and even with that (fays he) I can fee 
no Pretence but to the Guns, the Br ck, 
and Stone of the Building, for the Ground 
was not theirs to difpofc of. They have paid 
me Rent for it, (continues he) andfinccthcy 
have thought fit. to remove, I do not ddign 
to tenant it out to 3ny other white Men 
while I live. This fort of 'Palaai'er nct:!cd 
the ‘D utch i they threw in fomc Bombs and 
Shot; and heating more with Rage and Bran­
dy, very rafhly landed forty of their Men 
under the Command of a Lieutenant to at­
tack the T o w n : They fired once without 
any Damage, and then J o h n  at the Head of 
his Men, rufhing from under the Cover of 
the Houles, outnumbred and cut them in 
pieces; paving the entrance of his Palace 
foon after, with their Skulls.

This Advantage made him very rufiy, up­
on what he called his Dues from every body, 
tho’ juft in T rade; and when we had returned 
to a good Undemanding, my fclf, with fomc 
other of our Officers paid him a V ifir: Our 
landing was dangerous, the Southerly Winds 
making fo great a SurfF, nor could we do 
it by ourown Boats, but Canoos of his fend­

ing.
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T re ,i n g ,  p a y in g  a n  A ccy  f o r  t h e  S e r v ic e  ,  t h e y  
c o u n t  t h e  S e a s ,  a n d  k n o w  w h e n  t o  p a d d le  
f a f e ly  o n  o r  o f f .  J o h n  h im f c l f  f to o d  o n  th e  
S h o r e  t o  r e c e iv e  u s ,  a t t e n d e d  w i t h  a  G p a rd  
o f  t w e n t y  p r  t h i r t y  M e n  u n d e r  b r ig h t  A r m s ,  
w h o  c o n d u c e d  u s  to  h is  H o u le ;  a  B u i l d u p  
p r e t t y  l a r g e ,  a n d  r a i l e d  f r o m  t h e  M a t e r ia ls  o f  
t h e  F o r t ,  i t  a f e e n d s  w it h  a  d o u b le  S to n e  
S t a i r - c a f e  w i t h o u t ,  o f  t w e lv e  S t e p s ,  o n  th a t  
F lo o r  a r c  t h r e e  g o o d  R o o m s ;  o n e  h is  A r ­
m o r y ,  a n o t h e r  h is  C h a m b e r ,  w i t h  a  B a n d in g  
B e d  in  i t ,  a n d  th e  t h i r d  fo r  E n te r t a in m e n t  
o f  G u efts , f u r n if i ic d  w it h  T a b le s ,  C h a ir s ,
W e  c a m e  to  i t  t h r o ’ t w o  C o u r t  y a r d s ;  t h e  
o u t e r m o f t  h a s  H o u fe s  f o r  O ffic e rs  a n d  S e r ­
v a n t s  b e lo n g in g  t o  h im ,  t h e  in n e r  ( a  fpa- 
c io u s  S q u a r e )  h a s  a  G u a r d - R o o m  a n d  g o o d  
A r m o r y  f r o n t in g  t h e  E n t r a n c e ,  w i t h  P ia z ­
z a s  t o  a c c o m m o d a t e  h is  G u a rd , a n d  im i t a t e  in  
f o m c  m c a f u r c  th e  G r a n d e u r  l ie  h ad  o b lc r v c d  
in  t h e  {PruJJian G o v e r n o u r s ;  John h a v in g  
b e e n  f o m c  Y e a r s  a  S e r v a n t  w i t h  t h e m ,  a n d  
th e n c e  h a d  t a k e n  h is  P u n f t i l io  a n d  C e r e m o n y ,  
a n d  k n e w  h o w  t o  p u t  o n  a  f ig n it ic a n i  C o u n ­
t e n a n c e .  H e  is  a  f t r o n g - m a d c  M a n , a b o u t  
f i f t y ,  o f  a  f u l lc n  L o o k ,  a n d  c o m m a n d s  th e  
R c lp c d t  o f  b e in g  b a r e -h e a d e d , f ro m  a l l  t h e  
N egroes  a b o u t  h im  that are ijtfOfih Caps< 
T o  u s  h e  f h e w e d  v e r y  g r e a t  C iv i l i t y  j  w e  h a d  
r e tu r n e d  h is  S a lu t e  o f  f ix  G u n s  w i t h  *  a n  
<________________  equal

• General P h i  f t  at C»pe C e ih ,  **1 lo nailed at thu (n« 
receiving but 19 Joe s i)  that it tcok hia Stomach oG’ Viftual* 
two or three Dayi. For
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equal Number, and made up the Breach ofC«k Tt"  
Watering, on his own terms j  things thacp'int*,* 
plcafcd him, and lie gave us leave tofifh ia  
a River on the back of his T ow n ;  but re­
turning with very little Succcfc, which John 
could not forefee, we were disappointed of 
our Dinner, and had a hard Look into the 
Bargain, for he told us, this ill Luck was ow­
ing to our ncglcd of giving the Waters a 
eDaJbet, for it was a Grandee-man's fF e tifl, 
he faid, and deferved more notice;  however 
we got fomc Canky-Kread, fait Butter,
Chccfc, 7 W /»-W inc, and Beer, ferved up 
With clean Plates, Knives, Napkins, & c.
One of his Wives (for he feemed to havv: 
many) fat all the time he entertained us be­
hind his Chair, big with Child, a clean 
Wrapper round her, and handfomly fetilhed; 
both together, I believe, had in Gold Chains
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For u  in Fight the Gun or Drum 
Will make the Warciour't Stomach come;
So eke in Play! i f  twomift Fire.
The Stomach pallt with wax'ning Ire.

+ The Word F ttifi it uf«l in a double Signification amotg 
the N rrn ti:  It 1» applied to Drcfi and Ornament, and a  
fomethnit; reverenced at a Deity (a Lake, a Stone, a Tret, 
l£e.\ bout lo far agree, at to be regarded at a Charm. That 
by a Peculiarity, ar.d thii by fomc inherent EtTcncc, can at- 
t r a i l  Good, t r  d iv e r t  E v il■ Here they fometimei hide tie 
F ttifi in fee ret pant of the Wood* s on urgent Ctaafions make 
a fort of Appeal to them, feparating fomc the Friday, (one 
the Saturday, and keep within doort the whole day,in a Moon­
ing, or what you may call a Devotion to it.
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Cat* T re* ab o u t t h e i r  N e c k s ,  t h e i r  W r i t e ,  A n c le s  a n d  
Poruj. L e g s ,  w i t h  t h e  D r o p s  in  t h e i r  H a ir ,  t o  s  o r  

\olib. Troy-W e ig h t .
Finding our Landlord cheerful and fami­

liar, I ventured to ask him what was become 
o f the ‘Dutchm en's Skulls that lately paved 
the entrance of his Houfe. He :old me very 
frankly, that about a Month before our Ship s 
Arrival, he had put them all into a Chert 
with fomc Brandy, Pipes, and Tobacco, and 
buried them 5 for* fays he, it is time that all 
Malice fhould depart, and the putting up a 
few Ncccfiarics with the Corps, fuch as they 
loved, is our way o f refperting the dcceafcd. 
Among themfclvcs, I learned it was cufto- 
mary with the Rich, to facrificc a Slave or 
tw o alfo at their Funerals. The under Jaw ­
bones o f thefe Dutchm en he (hewed me 
ftrung, and hanging on a Tree ia the Court­
yard.

From this odd Ceremony in their Fune­
rals, and what is above noted upon the Word 
Fetijb, it looks as though there were fomc 
dark Notions o f a future State among them, 
and an Expcrtancc in it of Retribution.

It isim pofliblcto expert in fuch a State of 
Nature as theirs, naked of Education and 
Science, that they fhould be able to form any 
refined Notions of a Deity j which, we ex­
perience among our fclvcs, receives the Im­
provement with our growing Undemanding, 
purely theEffert o f Art and Study j the Phi-

lofophcr
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iofophcr and Countryman being at 3s muchg g ^ *"* 
diftancc in their Explanation of divine Points* 
as it is poiliblc the Chriflian Sailor and the 
Negro can be. Let us imagine then, apart of 
out Species ftarted up in the W orld, without 
knowing how or why, (the Negroes Cafe) 
and examine ftridly in our own Thoughts, 
what religious Notions could be framed by 
them i
. To me it appears, that their Appetites and 
Pailions would have the firft Regard j they 
arc gnawing and troublcfome, requiring im­
mediate Care and Redrefs.; and the Inter­
vals from Applying them, it’s very natural to 
fuppofcj would fomc of them be employed 
in ruminating upon their own Bcings.in whit 
manner, and to what end they were placed 
here } and on all thofc other Beings that 
lurroun'd them ; the Confcqucncc of which 
muft be, Amazement and W onder: And as 
they experienced Pain and Sickncfs, fomc 
things, would terrify, and fomc plcafc, ac­
cording as they were perfuaded they pro* 
moted or averted fucit 111 or Cjood. Nov 
as the UnderfUndings of Men, fuppofed as 
above, would be mean and low, not able 
loaccounr for thefe Effects from their Caules, 
the natural Power and Tendency in this, to 
promote that: 1 fay, not knowing this w :y 
Of Indudion, they w ill readily aferibe fonnj 
thing fupernaturai to any. Materials ufed a- 
bout them j they may want the Word* but 

F the
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$ £ ? "* t h e  M e a n in g  w o u ld  b e  c o n f ir m e d  in  t h e  
u f c  o f  a  Fetijb.

T h a t  th is  is  n o t  b a r e ly  a  S u p p o f it io n , b u t  
a n  e x p e r ie n c ’d  T r u t h ,  i s  e v id e n t  in  th e  C o n ­
d i t i o n ,  t h e  A t t io n s ,  a n d  M a n r e r  o f  th e f e  
p o o r  P e o p le .  T h e y  a r c  f e t  d o w n  a s  f r o m  
th e  C lo u d s ,  w i t h o u t  G u id e , L e t t e r s ,  o r  a n y  
m e a n s  o f  C u l t iv a t io n  t o  t h e i r  l e t t e r  P a r r ,  
b u t  w h a t  im m e d ia t e l y  ( I r ik c  th e ir  S e n f e s  
f r o m  b e h o ld in g  th is  U n iv e r f e ,  a n d  th e  B e ­
in g s  c o n t a in e d  in  i t ;  t h e i r  D e d u c t io n s  f ro m  
w h e n c e ,  a s  t o  a  D e i t y  d e v o id  o f  M a t t e r ,  i s  
n e x t  t o  im p o f i tb lc ,  th e r e f o r e  w e  f a y  m e a n  
a n d  p i t i f u l .  T h e y  c a n  g o  n o  fu r th e r  w i t h ­
o u t  L e a r n in g ,  t h a n  c o n c lu d in g  a d  t h in g s  a -  
b o u t  th e m  g o o d  o r  e v i l ,  t o  h a v e  a  G o d  
o r  a  D e v i l  i n  i t  t h a t  im m e d ia t e ly  e i t h e r  
b e n e f i t s  o r  h u r t s  th e m  j a n d  th e n c e  t h e i r  
W o r f t i ip .

T h a t  th e f e  P e o p le  c o u ld  a r r iv e  to  b e t t e r  
K n o w le d g e  b y  t h e  u f c  o f  p r o p e r  M e a n s  a n d  
I n f t r u & io n , t h e r e  i s  n o  m a n n e r  o f  d o u b t .  
T h e y  g iv e  p r o o f  e n o u g h  t h a t  t h e i r  n a tu r a l  
E n d o w m e n t s  a r e  c a p a b le  o f  f o l lo w in g  a n y  
P a t t e r n  ,• b u t  a s  i t  i s ,  t h e i r  A C lio n s  d e m o n -  
U r a te  t h a t  t h e  S o u l  w a n t s  a  p ro p e r  N u r t u r e  
a s  w e l l  a s  t h e  B o d y , a n d  w i l l  h a r d ly ,  w i t h ­
o u t  a  M i r a c l e ,  i n c r c a f c i t s  K n o w h d g c t o a n y  
d e g r e e  a b o v e  w h a t  a t  p r e f e n t  i t  a p p e a r s ;  b u t  
w h e n  t h e  S e e d s  a n d  P r in c ip le s  a rc  l a id  b y  
l e t t e r ’d  N a t io n s ,  i t  i s  n o t  th e n  n ig h  f o  d i f ­
f ic u l t  t o  im p r o v e .  Theyw a n t all, a n d  t h e i r

U iv
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t J r id c r f td n d in g  th e r e f o r e  in  f p i r i t u a l  M a t t e r s ^  j 'r n  
is  p o o r  a n d  n a k e d ,  l i k e  t h e i r  B o d ie s , w h ic h  °“a1 ' 
i f  t h e y  c a n n o t  p r o v id e  o f  N c c c f la r ic s  w ith  
t h e  M a t e r i a l s  a b o u t  t h e m ;  h o w  in f u p c r a b lc  
i s  t h e  o t h e r ,  w h e r e  a l l  is  o u t  o f  f ig h t  ?

T o  c o m e  to  th e  p o in t ,  t h e  N egroes  h av e  
c h o f c  IVoods, Lakes, H ills, o r  a  p a r t  o f  
t h e f e ,  a  bundle o f  Chips, or R oots ,  a Stonet 
a p iece o f  M etal, o r  th e  l i k e ,  f o r  t h e i r  be* 
t i j le s .  N o w  w h a t  is  m o r e  l i k e l y ,  o r  in d e e d  
g r a t e f u l ,  t h a n  a f l l g n in g  a  f u p e r n a tu f a l  P o w e r ,  
a n d  o f  c o u r f c  r e v e r e n t ia l  R e f p e f t s ,  t o  th o fe  
V ery  th in g s  t h e y  a r c  im m e d ia t e l y  c o n -  
V e rfa n t  w i t h ,  a n d  e x p e r ie n c e  t h e i r  E ffe c ts ?
F o r  t h e  H i l l j  t h e  W o o d  o r  th e  L a k e  m a y  af­
fo r d  S u f tc n a n c c  f r o m  t im e  t o  t i m e ;  p e rh a p s  
in  E x t r e m it y ,  c i t h e r  m a y  h a v e  c o n t r ib u te d  to  
t h e i r  P r e f e r v a t io n  o r  D e f e n c e  f ro m  w ild  
B ca ffs  i  o r  ‘PanyarYing, a  m o r e  d r e a d f u l  E v i l  
A n d  o th e r s  o f  t h e m  ( f o r  t h e r e  a r c  a  g r e a t  
D iv e r f i t y )  h a v e  a s  a  C h a r m , c u r e d  a  S i c k n c f ,  
b e e n  p r o p it io u s  in  t h e i r  J o u r n e y s  b y  L a n d  
o r  W a t e r ,  in  t h e i r  H u n t in g ,  F in in g *  o r  o th e t  
E x c r c i f c s ;  t h a t  is ,  t h e y  h a v e  b e e n  ( a f e , t h e y  
h a v e  o b f e r v e d , a n d  p ro tc & c d  f ro m  D a n g e r , 
D if ir e f s j  o r  H u r t ,  w h i l e  t h e y  b o r e  fu c h  a  be- 
tifb a b o u t  t h e m ,  o r  i i i  t h e  H o u fc ,  o r  B o a t, 
t h e y  lo d g e d  p r  t r a v e l l e d  i n ;  w h ic h  a r c  th e  
R c a f o n s ,  a n d  a l l  t h e  R c a lb n  t h e y  c a n  g iv e  
f o r  t h e i r  C h o ic e .  A n d  f o m c  h a v e  d c lc c n d e d  
f r o m  F a th e r  t o  S o n  w it h  g r e a t  R e p u t a t io n ,  
t w o ,  t h r e e ,  o r  m o r e  G e n e r a t io n s ,  u n t i l  th e  

F  a  P r o -
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PunuTrt-lI>roPr‘ct°r could nor obfcrvc any of the u- 
Lnu‘ fual Effects, or was improfperous;  and thus, 

whether he imputes it to the Age and Decay 
of the Ferifb, l cannot te ll> but he rejects 
ir, and from fome lucky Accident to liim 
takes a newer, and confcqucntly a better: 
Immemorial Guftom giving Ihchgth to the 
Pcrfuafion and the Practice.
' Nor docs this appear that unaccountable 
and ridiculous Polly fome would have ir. 
A ll material Beings arc equally incomprehen­
sible as to their Seed and real Eflcncc; the 
Exiltcncc of a Straw as myftcriousas the Ex- 
iftcncc of the Sun : Qtiodatnquc vides, cD eus 
ejt. No Man can comprehend how Mat­
ter came firO into being, nor, which is nighcr 
him, how the Atoms that ccmpolc a Stick, 
Stone, or Metal, are fupportedand hang to­
gether in that Bulk; or what divcrlilics them, 
riiat one (hould be fufiblc, another malleable, 
fome both: I fay, to consider thcfc, and 
feme < thcr Attributes of Matter in the El- 
fcnce, it will be impbfliblc to explicate, with­
out putting the Deity to it j and if infant 
Heaton caiinor reach above a material God, 
what 1 think would firft and molt naturally 
occur, would be the Objects about us, as they 
did us good or hurt, the Fetijbes of the 
A 'rgrors. The original Gods, obvious to the 
firll and darker days ofReafon, were in my 
opinion, Stocks and Stones, Serpents, Calves, 
Onions, Garlick, &c. Not that thcfc things

ap.
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appeared to them in the exalted A ttr ibu tes^ ;TrC-*- 
o f Spirit, Creator, Omnifcicncc, & c. then uu'al 
inconceivable : N o; they only could obferve 
that all the parts of Nature were myflerious. 
ih their Effencc and Operations, and therefore 
attradted their Efteem and Worfhip.

That the wifer Idolaters (as called) fet up 
the Sun to worfliip, from the prodigious 
Advantages of Light and Life to the World,
J take to be a Refinement on this ancicntcr 
Heathen M ythology; an improved Under-, 
/landing that perceived the Heavenly Codies, 
the Sun in particular, to be the Source of 
ail Benefit and Fertility to the Earth. That', 
this was fo, I am more inclined to think, 
from the ignorant and contrary Conclufion;
Bill made by many People born in more 
enlighten'd Countries, concerning the In­
fluence and general Benignity of them. It 
is hard to perluadc fame o f fuch univcrlal 
Good, when jthey arc evidently, they think,
Sufferers in the failure of their Crops,Plagues,
,and Famine. Too much Rain or Sun-fliins 
muff ever have difturb’d foriVe body, and 
mixed Murmur with Devotion, removed 
only, as Knowledge incrcalcd :

The dripping Sailors enrfe the Rain ,
For which poor Farmers praj :n -cam.

Again, if we can think they have con­
ceived any Notions of a future State, as s 

F i not
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PccaJ,C1 not ' mPr°hablc > have a natural AfFc&ion o? 
Rcfpe&j the Cuftom was on neither account 
prcpoftcrous of John Qonny, to bury Pipes, 
Tobacco, Brandy, or what clfc the dcccafcd’ 
loved or wanted. It anfwcrs to the Pomp 
and Decency of our own Funerals, only 
more fignificanr.

From the N egroes Religion, may be drawn 
tbefe Observations. Fjrfi, The foundation 
of all Men’s Religions is taken from this vi­
able Univerfe, as ancient as the Creation. 
The greater Lights that have from time to 
time appeared in the W orld, arc only Rc-» 
fincmcnts and SupcrftruQurcs upon this Prop s 
firftMilk, and then Meat.

z. The groflclUdolatries arc not a proper 
Subjeft o f Laughter: It is a calc all Man* 
kind Seem bewilder’d in, fomc morcgroflly 
than others indeed, and befpeaks ^hc Pity o f  i 
greater Light and Knowledge.

3. The N egroes  Jgnprancc o f Good and 
Evil was equal, before their Acquaintance 
with us j  and as they arc acknowledged to 
advance with greater pace in the latter, dis­
cerned between the trading and the country 
People brought down for Slaves; the ques­
tion might be ask’d, W hether ours or then- 
own Religion contributes moft to it ?

4. The eflcntial Point in all, is to mend 
Men’s Morals, to make them good and vir* 
tuous to their Neighbours, obedient to Su* 
periours, and where it fails, the true Politi­

cian
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cian w ill account it bad by whatever NanicC«kTre» 
denominated. The Faiths that cannot pro- antt1' 
ducc good W orks, arc certainly faulty, and 
may be fpiritualiz’d into Vapour and Shadow, 
as well as materializ'd into Drofs and Chaff.

The Fear of the Fetifb  keeps them 
from injuring one another a little, that is, 
one another in the fame Combination;  but 
Jus little or no Influence in refpeft to u<j 
whom they rob, cheat, or murder, as beft 
aufwcrs their Convcnicncics. They arc like 
the Articles of Pyrates, which keep up a fort 
o f Honefty among thcmfclvcs, tho' they dc- 
fpoil every body clfc. J o h n  Conny is vety 
upright and juft himfelf in all Bargains;  but 
then lie docs not want what the others aic 
thieving 5 it is below his Game: rigorous 
alfo in acading his Dues, or inflifting Puniffc- 
ments- There was a Murderer a few Weeks 
fincc, (w e underftood) whom ’J o h n  had con­
demned, altho’ there were fomc Circum- 
ftanccs o f cxcufc, (a f e  d efend in ga, which 
J o h n  did not underhand) and made the Cri­
minal s own Brother, one. o f his rr'ufticft 
Servants to be the Executioner before his 
Face, by tying a vaft great Stone like a M ill- 
Stone about h is fle ck , and th row in g him  into 
th e  Sea from a Canoo.

He has engrofled by his Riches and Power, 
the Trade o f the Place; and by that means 
has reduced the Traders Profits to 20 per Cent.
9 Difadvantage they thcmfclvcs have cor- 

F *  tribute!
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P ^ J^ tr& u tc d  to in feme mcafurc, by undcrfclling; 
one another. His People allow lefs, for in 
the little Traffick they had with us, they paid 
all in Crickra Gold, not a quarter the value 
it was taken ar. They arc all marked with 
aC ro fsin  their Cheek, unlcfc John Corny, 
himfclf (who told me it was only Ornament) 
and none arc circumcifcd.

The Women fitijb  with a coarfc Paint of 
Earth on their Faces, Shoulders and Breads, 
each the Colour they like bed. Ir. Marriage 
the Husbands fpend four Ounces of Gold 
more or lefs, according to their Ability,on her 
Friends and Acquaintance;  who by this arc 
brought together as WitneflTes, that he may 
have redreis in cafe o f Adultery; a Crime 
for which the Tranlgrcflor becomes the in­
jured Perfon’s Slave. A Man likcwifc for­
feits his Liberty for thievery among them- 
fclvcs; and Trade has fo infe&cd them with 
Covetoufnefs and Fraud, that the Chiefs will 
put Snares both for the one and the other, 
driving' at the Profit, and not the Punifhmenc 
pf a Crime.
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Cabo C  0  R  S  0 .
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T  this Cape Corfo on thcGold Coaft, i$
t h e  p r in c ip a l  F o r t  a n d  F a c to ry  o f  oup

jb  Company, to which their Ships con- 
ilantly reforr, atid receive orders either by 
thcmfclvcs, or with Supercargoes, where clfe 
to proceed.

The Company about this time o f oar 
Voyage had raifed by Subfeription 592400/. 
and in ‘December 1722, made a Call o f 5 
per Cent, allowing the Proprietors, as h-d 
been accuftomcd, a Dividend o f 3 per Cent. 
In December 1723, they expofed to Sale 
200000/. Stock at 30 perCent. which (hew­
ed their Affairs had an ill Afpettj notwirh- 
ilanding their late Flouridicsr confirmed next 
W inter, when they petitioned the Govern­
ment (I find in a Pamphlet printed a few 
Years fincc) that they were undone, and the 
African  Trade loft, unlcft they wercim pov- 
cr'd to feheme it over again ; The Projec­
tors for the Company rightcoufly propofed, 
that if  the Legiflature would give a Sanction, 
they would engage to raife the Stock-jobr 
bing Humour, and raife a M illion, whereof 
they would be liberal.

T h e



c^CorTc' The Fadory confifls of Merchants, Fadors, 
W riters, Miners, Artificers and Soldiers j  
and excepting the firftRank, who arc the 
Council for managing Affairs, arc all of them 
together a Company o f white Negroes, whq 
arc entirely rengned to the Goi’crnour's 
Commands, according to the ftrictfft Rules 
of Difciplinc and Subjc&ion;  arc punifhed 
(Garifon fafhion)on fcvcral Defaults^ with 
Mulcts, Confinement, the Dungeon, Drub­
bing, or the Wooden Horfc;  and fer endur­
ing this, they hflvc each of them a Salary 
fulficicnt to buy Cqnky, ‘Palm-OH , and a 
little Fi.fh to keep them from fiarving: for 
tho' the Salaries found tolerably in Leaden- 
baU-Street (50 to 90/. per Ann. a Fadlor $ 
50 an Artificer) yet in the Country here, 
the General (for the Company's good) pays 
them in Crackra, afalfcMoncy which is only 
current upon the fpor, and difablcs them 
from taking any advantage of buying Nccet- 
farics from Ships coafting down. If fhc Sub? 
jc&s fhould have other, it’s againft the ln- 
tereft ofthe Company to fufferits being laid 
out any where from thcmfclvcs, bccaufc their 
Stock would by that means lie dead. So 
tjiat for the Support of Nature, or perhaps 
indulging youthful Follies, thefe thin Crea­
tures arc obliged to take up o f the Com­
pany, and in effed by it lign over their Liber­
ty > none being admitted to depart, ’till he 
has adjufted all Accounts. W hen the Man
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is too fober ro run in Debt, there arc Arts 
Mifmanagement, or lofc of Goods under his 
Care, to he charged or wanting. Thus they 
arc all liable to be mul&cd for Drunkennefs, 
Shearing, Neglc&s, and lying out o f the 
Caftlc, even for not going to Church, (fuch 
is their Piety :) and thus by various arbitrary 
Methods, their Service is fccurcd durante 
bene placito.

The fame Method he takes with the Town 
Negroes, who, inepnfidcrate Wretches, arc 
continually fcoring up for Goods or Drams, 
and thus become Taxuns to the Company,
i. e. liable to be fold when the General thinks 
f\t.

The Dircdor-Gcncral is Supreme, or firfl: 
Perfon jq rbc Fa&ory, at aooo /. p er Ann. 
T w o other Merchants at 300 /. and a Secre­
tary at 200/. arc what compofc the Council 
for the Company’s Affairs j  fend Faftors to 
their outer Forts, and Supercargoes on board 
Veflcls to colled the Trade, who arc to tranf- 
mic and make up their Accounts here. The 
General fupports a Table for them > a ♦Chap­
lain and Surgeon, wlio have orderly Meals, 
without any idle Bottles.

Tho’ the General has but one Vote in Bu- 
finefs, yet it's tacitly confcnted, from his 
better Allowance and Power as Governour,
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GjJ.corfb.ti,at he fhall lead the others, who fign only 
for their Salaries: He therefore difpofes 
lo lcly of Preferments to the Factors and 
Writers, who, as they plcafcor difpleafe, may 
l>c continued at, or removed to rheir advaiw 
tage. For, as on Service from the Fort they 
arc allowed a Commiflion in Trade, additio­
nal to their Pay j fo, in fomc of the outer 
Forts (fuch as A ccra , or in a Ship) they 
make confidcrablc In'crcafc; while it  others 
again, Anavtaboo, or ‘D ix cove, they find a 
great deal of Trouble, wet Lodging, Scarcity 
o f Provifion, and no Profit; and as thefe laft 
outnumber the good, I obferved moft of our 
Faflors to have dwindled much fiom the 
genteel A ir they brought; wear no Cane 
nor Snuff-box, id le in Men o f  Bujintfs, have 
lank Bodies, a pale Vifage, their Pockets 
iown up, or of no ufc, aud their Tongues 
tied. One Caufc of their Slcndcrncfs indeed, 
is a Scarcity of Provifion 5 little befides 
Plantain, fmall Fifh, Indian  Corn, and a 
great deal o f  Canky,10 he bought at M arket* 
Poor T— d  was a Youth well recom­
mended, and lived as long as he could. I 
had once fomeBufinefs in his Office, when a

9 2 A  Vo y a g e  to Guinea,
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and an Accy purchafei nine a day ot them fora Moidi. The 
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Negro Woman came bawling about his Earsc**»c«'<<* 
for a Plantain he had dole from her • He 
would feign have concealed the meaning of 
her Mufick, but at length I underttood it was 
the only Morfcl he had cat for three days 
part i one night's Debauch, and levcral 
Mulcts having run him out of Pockcr. The 
next Occafion I had of enquiring after him,
I  h e a r d ,  th a t  b e in g  t o o  n a r r o w ly  w a tc h e d  in  
t h i s  i l l e g a l  T r a f l i c k ,  h e  p in e d  w i t h  a  V a c u u m  
o f  t h e  G u ts , a n d  d ie d  ;  l e a v in g  th is  A d v ic e  
t o  h is  C o u n t r y m e n ,  r a t h e r  t o  r u n  a  r e m o t e  
h a z a r d  o f  b e in g  h a n g e d  a t  h o m e , th a n  c h u f c  
a  T r a n s f r e t a t io n  h it h e r .

Another Inflancc how well they live, was 
the Captain of their Soldiers, in my time 
dealing away from the Cattle in the nighr, 
to make his Efcapc on board a Brigantine 
going off the Coaft; but, unlucky Gentle­
man, was chafed and brought back by the 
IVeymoutb next day : The General, by C<c- 
nonLaw , fined the Matter of the Vcfl'cl, 70 
Ounces for this Mifdcmcanour, bcfidcs cor­
poral Punifhmcnr.

T h e  G e n e r a l  d o c s  n o t  f e e l  t h is  W a n t ,  fo r  
a l t h o ’ h e r e  b e  a  S c a r c i t y  o f  n e a t  C a t t l e ,  K id , 
o r  F o w l ,  ( n o  b o d y  h a v in g  a n y  b c f id c s  h im f c l f j  
h e  fu p p lic s  th is  W a n t  f ro m  o th e r  P a r t s ,  b y  
t h e i r  o w n  t r a d in g  V c  l lc l s ,  a n d  ‘D a flees  f ro m  
M a t t e r s  o f  S h ip s , a n d  n e ig h b o u r in g  N a t io n s » 
a n d  f o r  V e g e t a b le s ,  h e  h a s  a  l a r g e  G ard en  
w it h o u t  t h e  C a t t le ,  f it t t  p la n t e d  b y

'Thomas^



EVtOofaTbomas, a former Goverhour, bounding 
not only with thdt's, but Fruits of Engl/Jo 
Growth, and entirely fo r  bis owHufe. Of 
Taggys, a fwcet Nut, they make Emulfions; 
and boil to a Cuftard.

Cromers grow in Pods like Peas, but larger; 
rounder, and full of little Seed} this, and 
Tantarraboys, a Fruit red and yellow, that 
grows wild, they put into their block Soupee, 
made here in the belt and clcancft manner; 
walhing the Palm-nuts with warm water; 
to bring away the Strings.

The General has taken aCon/a, which by 
the Negroes is underftood a temporary W ife, 
bccaufc (he is not obliged to leave the Coun­
try, which is looked on as Slavery: She iS 
a M ulatto Woman jbegot by a *Dutch Soldier 
at T ies MinaSy by whom he has feur Chil­
dren, of fair, flaxen Hair and Complexion. 
Her Negro Friends and Relations add In- 
tereft and Power to him* and he again carl 
back their Injuftlcc in the Tow ns irregularly 
procured to the Garrifon. He dotes on this 
Woman, whom he perfuades now and then 
to our Chappcl-Scrviccj and fhc complies 
without Devotion, being a ftri£t Adherer to 
the Negrifl) Cuftoms. 1 attended the Hinds 
of one o f her Children} and afterwards on 
the General himfclf, who on both Occafions, 
1 found, was fo weak or fo wife, as ro give 
the preference o f Fetijbing to any Phyucaf 
Directions of mine, wearing them on his

Wrifts
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\V rifts and Neck. He was a Gentleman of&tiCortai 
good Senfe, yet could not help yielding to 
the filly Cuftoms created by our Fears, and 
fhews the Sway it bears in the Choice or A l­
teration of our Religion.

He cannot perfuade this Woman to leave 
the Country, tho' he has ftolc or forced hcc 
Confenc for all the Children, in regard to 
their Education j fhc ftill conforming to the 
Drefs of her Country, being always barefoot 
and fetifbed  with Chains and Gobbets of 
Gold, at her Ancles, her Wrifts, and her 
Hair j to alter which in England, fhc thinks 
would fie awkard, and together with her Ig­
norance how to comport her fclf with new 
andftrangc Converfation, would in  all like­
lihood alienate her Husband's AfFe&ions.

The General, bcfidcs being a kind Husband 
and Father, is a good Servant to the Com­
pany 1 afliduous and diligent, maintaining 
his Authority againft the 'D utch  at D e s M i­
nas■: Mr. Butler, the D utch  Dircftor-Gc- 
ncral there, and he, having frequent Con- 
trovcrfics and Demands upon one another j  
fometimes on account o f pretended ill-ufagb 
to the Relations of his Confa, oftner upon 
Trade. Yet the Dignity lie is to preferve in 
this petty Sovereignty, and the accuftomed 
fawning Submiflion of the Negroes to it, 
has made his Carriage haughty towards all 
under him. He rcfidcs for ever within his 
Battlements} his Subjects and he refem-

bling
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CiisCoiCj.bling the Giant and enchanted Gallic. He ifi 
feen no oftnet than i i  ncccfiary; and when 
he vouchfat'ci an Invitation to his Table, yoU 
muft keep a good Look-outj or lofc your 
Dinner ;  he never defeending fo much from 
State as to ask after you, tho’ he knows 
there is no Victuals any where clfc. A Pro­
ject indeed is lately fet on foot, for the O w - 
jumy's importing Irip) Beef and Pork, to be 
iflued at 19 and i z lib. an Accy, wifhed for 
by thofc who lovetheir Meat without Sauce. 
I was fix W eeks attending the Trials of the 
Pyrates at this Caftlc, and treated very civilly:

The FaCtory have every now and then, a 
large Demand for Salt, made and brought 
hither from Accra. The Sale appears like a 
Fair in the Caftlc, and many of thofc N e­
groes whofc Ivory or Gold would not pur- 
chafc half a Bulticl, 1 was told hid travelled 
Lome hundred M iles; they chufing to go in 
Bodies when Seed-time is over, as a better 
Protection from wild Bealls, and their wilder 
Countrymen, who frequently make Incur- 
fionsfrom lcvcral parts of the Coatl, andfieze 
them for Slaves, when few and dcfcncclcfs.

The Caftlc is a large Quadrangle, built by 
the ‘Portiiguefe\ for tho’ the French firft: 
difeovered this Parr, their C ivil Wars hin- 
dred Settlements firft made by them, wild 
crcClcd Forts, from whom the D utch  feized 
theirs, and we from them again. Vice-Ad­
miral Holmes in 16 6 +, after reducing Nevo-

Tork
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Tork and Long lfla n d  from the D u t c h f ^ 0̂ 0' 
coming here by order of the Duke of Tork, 
then Lord-Admiral, and difpoflefling them 
o f mod Places; it certainly being as rca- 
fonablc on our fide as it was on their's; 
or more, becaufe they would have excluded 
all others from the Trade, making Prize of 
our Ships, and imprifoning the Men. Ad­
miral Ruyter  feized them from us again the 
next Year, without Declaration o f W ar, 
which engaged us to a Reprisal on their 
Bourdeaux  Fleet. Thefe Tran factions, and 
the prefling Inflanccs of the Parliament, who 
voted, the King Ihould be addrefled to rc- 
drefs the Wrongs and Injuries of the D utch  
on our Trade in Africa  and India  to a vaft 
Value, occafibncd a W ar, which concluded 
with ourRigth of Privilege.

The Heigth of the W alls is the Strength 
o f this Fort; fufiicicnt againft any N egro 
Power, as they lately experienced in an At­
tack the Fantins  made upon the Cafllc's 
Dependants, who found their Security under 
the W alls ; for here arc feme potent Neigh­
bours, Aichas the Emperor o f Fan tin , the.
Kings of Santie, Akim, and Aquemboe, be­
tween whom and the Company's N egroes ,  
happen frequent Occafions of Quarrel, from 
unwarrantable Practices in Tradc. The com­
mon way to evade the Stroke, or pulh it 
in the Company's favour, is giving a D afhee 
o f 5 or 600 lib. in Goods to one of them,

G to
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CaioCotfo. t<,  fan on thc Adverfary ;  a Trick ufed al­
ternately by thc *D utch, and us alfo, to 
counterplot one another's Intcrcfts.

In thc Area of this Quadrangle, arc large 
Vaulrs, with an iron Grate at thc Surface to 
let in Light and Air on thofc poor Wretches, 
thc Slaves, who arc chained and confined 
there till a Demand comes. They arc all 
marked with a burning Iron upon thc right 
Breaft, *D. T. Duke o f  Tork.

Tanks (Rcfcrvatorics of W ater) arc in thc 
Cattle, vaulted and tcrraflcd, capable of hold­
ing too Tuns or m ore: Thc Pavement leans 
from all parts towards them, to drain off thc 
R a in ; W ater being fcarcc in dry * Scafons, 
and great quantities wanted. There is only 
one, natty, muddy Pond, of ill Telle, in thc 
Neighbourhood, from whence Ships arc fup- 
plicd, fwum off to thc Boats with a great 
deal o f trouble by thc Negroes.

W ithin thc Cattle is a Smith's Shop, a 
Cooperage, Storc-houfcs, a Chappcl, and 
Houles for thc Officers and Servants. Thc 
General's Lodging communicates with thc 
Chappcl; a capacious Hall, which ferves to 
preach and dine in, pray or drink, ferve 
God or debate on Trade; hence they can 
over-look what thc Company's Savants arc

98 A  V oy a g e  to Guinea,

•  M )tU . C tr iija . Vol. iii. ha» a Journal o f thc Weather 
at Cape C er jtk r  12 Monthi, from Mr. liHlitr, who fays, that 
ww a Year of thc moil Rain that could be rcmcnbrcd.

doing,



doing, and how comply with their rcfpcc-0" ^ 0^0* 
tivc Duties. A Baftion runs, out from it 
that has a very plcafant Profpeft to the Sea, 
difeerning with a Glafs the Ships coming 
down the Goad, and very diflinctly nllthofc 
in the Road at *Dcs Minas.

Having done with the Fattory and Cattle 
at prefent, I come now to the Natives, who 
from a long Acquaintance with Europeans, 
arc much the beft N egroes  of the whole 
Continent.

Their Houfes arc built of Mud, kept clean, 
many of them with Chairs or Stools, good 
Matts to lie  down upon, earthen Pots and 
Pans, and fcvcral Changes o f Tomees (Arre­
d o u ts .) They give Names to their Chil-* 
dren, moftly by the days of the W eek born 
on, gu a jb ee ,  Teday, Cuujo, that is, Sun­
day, Monday, Tuefday, &c. and at Man­
hood, change it to fomething cxprcflivc of 
their Difpofition 5 Aquerro Occu, Tocateet 
* Tit tw ee ,  like a 'Tarrot, Lion, fVolf, See.
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*  TiUvxti, like a large Wolf or Maftivr. very fierce, and 
rob their Town* in the Night, ofwhac Kid or Pooler)- they find.

Tigrn, noc fo adventurous, let are feen by them forattimer: 
There are two now in the Caftle.

Strpe*h. I have heard the Gentlemen of the FaQory fay. 
they have been feen here 30 foot long, able to fv. allow a 
Child whole ; [Bt/kav fay*, a Man. or a full-grown Deer > 

Dttr. Thofc whofe Feet are tipped jn d  oleda»Tobacco-Stop- 
pen, are the bignefiofa large Cat. TheGeneral had one in hi* 
Kitchen,the Feet a* thick at the middle Finger; whence I judge, 
tbofe very flender one* w« fee, are the Abortnejofthi* Aoin'»l.
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C ^ G o n o .jh c  f a m e  t h e y  d o  b y  w h i t e  M e n ,  im p o f in g  
a  N a m e  o f  t h e i r  o w n  c h u f in g .

Their Town is a little without the Caftlc- 
Gate, where the Women keep a Market with 
their Canky, Papais, So5 p and Filh, fuch as 
Cavallocs, Bream, Cat-fifh, &c. all fmall, 
bat in tolerable plenty there being out in 
the Road fifhing, from 40 and 50, to tco  
Canoos, when fine Weather.

T h e f e  M a r k e t - W o m e n  h a v e  S e a le s ,  a n d  
w e ig h  e v e r y  Toccu  o f  G o ld -d u l l .  A  d o z e n  
S t i c k s  o f  W a x ,  a  c o u p le  P o u n d s  o f  L o a f -  
S u g a r ,  o r  t w o  o r  t h r e e  p ie c e s  o f  f a i t  B e e f , 
w i l l  b e  w o r t h  a n  Ace}-, o u r  C r o w n  a n  A ccy 
a n d  a  h a lf .

S u c h  a s  a r c  im p lo y e d  w i t h  t h e  Smith, o r  
t h e  Cooper,  m a k e  p r c f c n t ly  g o o d  W o r k m e n ,  
a n d  th e  N egro  G o ld fm ith ,  w i t h  v e r y  l i t t l e  
I n f i r u f t io n ,  h a s  a r r iv e d  to  a  g o o d  S k i l l  in  m a k ­
i n g  S p o o n s , B u c k le s ,  B u t to n s , h e a d in g  C a n e s ,  
o r  t ip p in g  th e  D e e r s  F e e t .

C a p t a in  Tom, a n  h o n e f t  f e l l o w  a m o n g  
t h e m  (o u r  G o ld - t a k e r )  w h o ,  u n d e m a n d in g  
a  l i t t l e  Englijb by  b e in g  im p lo y e d  in  o u r  
S e r v ic e ,  w a s  a  g r e a t  A c q u a in t a n c e  o f  m in e ,  
a n d  w o u ld ,  in  th e  b e f t  m a n n e r  h e  w a s  a b le ,  
a lw a y s  f a t is f y  m y  C u r io f i t y  a b o u t  th e  F etifo : 
H e  b e l ie v e s  i t  a b le  t o  p r o t e t t  f ro m  D a n g e r s , 
o r  r e c o v e r  f ro m  S ic k n c f s  * fo  th a t ,  in  T r a ­
v a i l ,  o r  a n y  A i lm e n t ,  th e y  n e v e r  a rc  w it h o u t  
th e  Fet/Jb a b o u t  t h e m , w h o m  t h c y  c o n f la n t ly  
T)ajbee f o r  H e a l th  a n d  S a f e t y .  Tom w o r e

his
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his abour the Leg, and at Sea, as conlhntlyCâ '0,fo-' 
ns he had a Dram, a Glafs of W ine, or any 
Victuals, he dipped his Finger and gave the 
F etifi a T a lk , It’s the general Belief that it 
both fpcaks and fees; wherefore on any Ac­
tion that ought not to be done, the Fet/fb 
is hid within their Tomee, or wrapped in a 
Rag to prevent Talcs. This Pcrfualion ob­
tains by the Cunning of the Fetijb?Man(Or 
Prieft) who is confultcd with a Prefenr al­
ways (aBottle ofRum .a Goat, a Fowl,a Papa, 
according to the Importance of the Bufinefs, 
and Ability of the Perfon) on any Sickncls, 
Bufinefs or Undertaking; and his Anfwcrs 
fway them to the Purfuancc or Omiflion: 
i f  he fays the thing lhall fuccccd fo and fo, 
it  commonly does* their natural Sagacity 
mcafuring out Confcquenccs; and in Medi­
cines or Charms, Experience pronounces to­
lerably on the Operation, The laft Refuge 
o f  the Fetifh-Man is, to charge the Perfon 
with fomc Crime that diverted the good In­
fluence of the Fetifb i and fo fond are they 
o f  thefe Tutelar Deities, and credulous of 
rhe Intcrcourfebetween them and the Fetijb- 
Man, that they arc g!ad to accufconc ano­
ther of Faults that made them unlucky ; and 
i f  no Friend was Witnefs, do it thcmfclves, 
to prevent thcDifplcalurc might fall on thetp 
by apy Contempr.

Ey.cry Man has two, three, or more Ft<- 
fijbes w h >5 fancy 5 one worn about him,or in 

G i  his
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C «& Ccr.o .jjjs  C a n o o s  t h e  re f t  a t  h o m e ,  b e q u e a th in g  
t h e m ,  a s  t h e y  p ro v e  f c r v ic c a b lc ,  f ro m  F a th e r  
t o  S o n . T h e r e  is  a l f o  a t  Cabo Corfo, a  p u b - 
l i c k  Fetijb, t h e  G u a rd ia n  o f  th e m  a l l ;  a n d  
th a t  is  t h e  R o c k  Tabra, a  b lu f f  p c n in f u la r  
P r o m in e n c e  th a t  ju t s  o u r  f ro m  th e  B o t to m  
o f  t h e  C l i f t  t h e  C a f t lc  (bands o n . m a k in g  a  
f o r t  o f  C o v e r  f o r  L a n d in g ,  b u t  fo  u n f a f e ,  
a s  f r e q u e n t ly  t o  e x p o fe  t h e  B o a ts  and  P e o p le  
t o  D a n g e r ,  t h e  S e a  b r e a k in g  o v e r  w i t h  g r e a t  
f o r c e .  T h i s  w a s  m o f t  r e m a r k a b ly  f e l t  b y  
t h e m  a b o u t  f o r t y  o r  f i f t y  y e a r s  a g o , w h e n  
a l l  t h e i r  F i lh in g  C a n o o s ,  f ro m  T o n e  w a n t  o f  
D e v o ir ,  w e r e  b y  a  S o u th e r ly  W in d  f p l i t  a -  
g a in f t  R o c k  Tabra, a n d  t h e  M is f o r tu n e  h a p ­
p e n in g  o n  a Tuefday , h a s  e v e r  f in c c  b e e n  fee 
a p a r t  f o r  I d lc n c f s , D a n c in g ,  a n d  D iv e rf io n .

T o  t h i s  R o c k ,  t h e  Fetijb- M a n  f a c r if ic c s  
a n n u a l l y  a  G o a t  a n d  fo m c  R u m ,  e a t in g  a n d  
d r in k in g  a  l i t t l e  h im f c l f ,  a n d  th r o w in g  th e  
r e f t  in t o  t h e  S e a  w i t h  o d d  G c ftu rc s  a n d  I n v o ­
c a t io n s ,  h e  t e l l s  t h e  C o m p a n y ,  a n d  t h e y  b e ­
l ie v e  th a t  h e  r e c e iv e s  a  v e r b a l  A r f w c r  f ro m  
Tabra, w h a t  S c a fo n s  a n d  T im e s  v i l l  b e  p r o ­
p i t i o u s ;  a n d  fo r  th is  K n o w le d g e  e v e r y  F ifh e r -  
m a n  f in d s  i t  w o r th  h is  w h i l e  t o  T)ajbee h im  
w i t h  fo m c  A c k n o w le d g m e n t .

T h e y  n o t  o n l y  f e e m  to  t h in k  th e r e  i s  a n  
I n t e l l ig e n c e  in  t h o le  m a t e r ia l  T h in g s  th a t  
a r c  o f  im m e d ia t e  G o o d  o r  H u rt  to  t h e m , 
b u t  a lfo  t h e  Fetijb - M e n  to  h a v e  C o n v e y ,  
f a t io n ,  a n d  b y  i t  t o  b e  a c q u a in te d  w i t h  t h e i r

m o f t
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moft private Affairs at any diftance, whichc**"Co*<‘0- 
preferves Awe and Regard.

‘P eter  A nchicove , another Gold-taker of 
Cape Corfo, allured me that being once at 
Succonda, a Fetifb-Man met him, and de­
manded three AccjSy which was given im­
mediately on threatning: (the Gift on ordi- 
nary Occafions is lefs $ a piece of Perpet, a 
Cap, a Fowl, or from a Market-Womar. 
a Loaf o f Canty.) And then he bid P eter  
leave the Voyage he was upon, and return 
home, for his W ife had in this Abfcncc 
kept a fcandalous Corrcfpondencc with fc- 
vcral Men. Accordingly when he came 
home, he found it as the tFetiflr-Man had 
faid, and a P a  le a v e r  being called, P ete r  re­
covered two Ounces of Gold Damage (the 
Punilhmcnt of Adultery) againft one of the 
Offenders;  an Ounce and a half of it to him- 
fclf, the other half Ounce to the Court.
The Penalty goes no farther, if  the Woman 
be Daughter to a Freeman 1 for if  the Cuc­
kold is not contented, the Father takes her 
home on the acknowledgment o f .1 Goat, 
or the like fmall Prefent, bccaufc it is his 
Lofs: But if  a purchafcd Slave is falfc, (he is 
fold. When Proof is wanting, but the Suf- 
picion ftrong, he brings an edible Fetifl^ 
which if  fhc refufe to cat, fhc is adjudged 
guilty, and the dread of it’s poifonous Qua­
lity , makes them often confcfs, to their 
Accufcrs Satisfaction j the certainPunifhmcrt 

G 4. bcins
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C ^ C o rfo .b c in g  p r e f e r a b le  t o  t h e  d o u b t f u l  L e t h a l i t y  
o f  th e  Fetifh.

T h e  M e n  I ik c w if c ,  in  th is  o r  n o to r io u s  
C r im e s ,  g o  t h r o ' fu c h  a T r y a l ,  o r  c o m p o u n d  
r a t h e r  b y  a  M u l t t ,  w h ic h  b e t t e r  a t lw c r s  th e  
A i m ,  a n d  (hews h e  i s  n o t  f tu b b o m  a n d  rc -  
f r a d to r y * .

A t  A ccra  t h e y  h a v e  Fetifb* W o m e n  a l f o ,  
fo  b y  D c lc c n r , w h o  p re te n d  D iv in a t io n , g iv e  
A n f w c r s  to  a l l  Q u e f t io n s , a n d ,  l ik e  o u r  F o r ­
t u n e - t e l l e r s ,  a r c  c o n t in u a l ly  b u b a l in g  th e  
w e a k e r .

Fetifhes a r s  f o ld ,  f r o m  a n  e x p e r ie n c e d  
G o o d n e G  in  t h e m ,  f r o m  t w o  A ccjs  to  t w o  
Bendees  a - p ic c c ;  o r  a s  th e y  a r c  w a r r a n te d  
t o  p r o te f t  f ro m  t h is  o r  th a t  f o r t  o f  E y i l ,  o r  
b e t t e r  t h a n  a n o t h e r  c a n  d o  i t .  T h e y  u f c  
C ir c u m c if t o n ,  P r a y e r s ,  a n d  W a fh in g s ,  a n d
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• Thefe fort of Tryali hive much the fame View with the 
U'attr t f  'Jtahvfj among the 'J r * ; , or Ordtal w.th 0\ltSaxc.i 
AncedOrs, tlut is, a Tryal by Fire or Water: The former 
was proving their Innocency by waikingon ha Rough-Shears 
un-hurt: The latter was ufed ho: or cold. They run their 
Arm into it folding hot ; or the Priell gave an Imprecation 
to a Draught of Pfoly-Water. The Perton fwoic to his In­
nocence, and being tied Hands and Feet, was.thrown into a 
River or Pond i if he funk, he was adjudged innocent, if  he 
floated, guilty: And thefc ways continued till K. Urn. III.

Another way with the Soxtm, was Tingle Gambit; if a 
Woman, Ihe appointed her Champion.

Another, fusee we are uponTnral, was by two Ounces of 
Bread arsd Cheefe taken after the Communion, th: Priell thus 
jmprecau'ng t May it Hick in your Threat, tun: p ie , your 
J.imbs convulfed, left, if guilty? but jf  innoccn:, may you 
fWallpw it eafilv, iS t. Ra*;n.



feem to have an obfeure Notion of Futurity jCaisCorfo: 
for when I ufed to charge my acquaintance 
with any thing o f DUhonefty, they would 
reply, That after Death the honcftgoodcc 
Man go to Godcc, livee very well, have a 
goodee W ife, goodcc Victuals, (Sc. but if- 
a Rogue and Cheatee, he mull be tolled here 
and there, never ftill. To this agrees the 
vulgar Notion of fomc, returning after Death 
to their own Country.

At a Death, the Relations and Neighbours 
keep a noife and howling till the day of 
Intcrrmcnt, always at their own Houfes, 
where the Corpfc being put in a Trunk, and 
carried a (mall Circuit on Men's Heads, the 
Town's-Folks attend with wild Noife and 
firing of Guns, till finding the Dcccafcd docs 
not wake, they drink and make merry, and 
bury with the Corpfc a Portion o f Liquor,
Pipes, & c. This done, a little Victuals is fup- 
plicd by the Relations every day to the Grave, 
for a confidcrablc time.

Thefuperiour Genius of thefe Gold-Coaft 
Negroes, is owing much to the Settlement 
o f European Fa&orics among them : Their 
greater Honefty toward us, firft from Forts 
that awe them { fccondly, from their unwar­
rantable Pradices with their Neighbours, 
who by Tanyarrs and cheating for our good, 
arc become perpetual Enemies, and fixed 
them by Intcrcft and Ncccflity ours j  where 
the greater part of them find they can live

b e t te r
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CtfkCorfo.bcttcr by Honcfly than by being Thieves* 
they arc under lei's Fear, and could not con­
ceal any attempts of Fraud long. Honcfly 
in all trading places is bottom’d upon this 
in the lower, and upon Inrereft in the higher 
Ranks of Men j  if  the former can provide 
thcmiclvcs as well, or better, that is, with 
quieter Sleeps and lefs Anguifh by being ho- 
nefl: than Robbers; it is egregious Folly, a- 
bating the Crime, to forfakc i t : and when 
profperous Events give Incrcafc to Riches, it 
is lntcrcft to allure others, a general Secu­
rity lying in it. And they may, by the Influ­
ence o f Example, and an open Behaviour, 
make particular Men fo, that were not firft 
in  the Defign. Few, 1 furmife, under the 
fame Circumftanccs with the Wretches that 
at laft go to the Gallows, but would have 
been there too, if  Fortune had reverfed their 
Scituation ; thofc that can rob under noNc- 
ccflity, we may befure would.

Thirdly, altho' Chriflianity is not cdh- 
cerned in the Queftion with thefe Negroes, 
1 am apt to think, European Convention 
has given them the Intimation of the Word 
(lodee, (for fo they cxprcls the tremendous 
Name) and another State, which, if beyond 
^heir Comprehenfion, and the Inflruftion 
hitherto had, may yet have advantaged the 
Reverence to F ettles-, which, -,f it an- 
fwers in the cultivating Virtue, and mending 
their Morals, is, no filly thing.

jo 6 A  V o y a g e  to Guinea,
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The Coajl from  Cabo C  0 R  S  0  to 
W H T D A H .

FRom Cabo Corfo we made fhort Stops
in our Pafl'agc, at Anarnaboe, M c m t f o r d f f ^  

Barbu, Shallo, A ccra , R. Volta, th e  Tapguivyf ^  
Coaft, and arrived at IVhydah J u ly  4  j  where 
we made a flay of three Weeks.

At Anamaboo our private Ships finifh their 
Slaving, few or none being got downward, 
till you reach Whydah.

At M ontford , Shallo,  and thereabouts, 
they make up the Deficiency o f Rice and 
Corn for the Voyage, the Country appear­
ing fruitful, and with better Aipeft than any 
o f thofc we have pafl'cd to Windward, inter­
mixed with Hills and Vales; at every League 
almoft, a Town 4 many Corn-fields, Salt pans 
and other Marks of Induflry, particularly a- 
bout Accra, which fhews they arc extricated 
out of thole Difficulties with their Neigh­
bours behind them, that the manner of per- 
fuing the Slave-Trade expofes others too.

A t Accra, we, the French, and 'Dutch ,  
have each a Fattory and Fort, and make there 
great quantities of Salt, fupplied to Wind­
ward, and to the inland Provinces, where it 
is always a precious Commodity.

Before



‘f'lS 'cJL  ®c ôrc wc reach hither, we pafs by a
Cortot  c o n f id c r a b lc  h ig h  M o u n r ,  w h ic h  A nckecovc
Whyfoh. fays, he has feen fmokc like a Volcano j from 

whence, and being the Haunt or rapacious 
w ild Beads, they have borrowed the Name, 
and call it D e v ils  H ill ; but the mod 
danger to Travellers, is from a prodigious 
number of Apes (fomc 5 foot long) and 
Monkeys that inhabit it, who will attack 
linglc Paflengers, and drive them for Refuge 
into the Water, of which tlicfc Creatures 
arc very fearful. At fome Places the H er 
g r o c s have been fulpetted of Bcllulity with 
them, and by the Boldncfs and Affc&ion 
they are known under fomc Circumflanccs 
to exprefs to our Females j the Ignorance 
and Stupidity on the other fide, to guide or 
controul Lull j but more from eh: near rp- 
fcmblanccs arc fometimes met to the Hu­
man Species, would tempt one to fufpeft 
The Faft: Altho’ by the way, this, like other 
H ebridous Productions, could never go no 
farther; and as fuch a monArous Generation 
would be more calual and fubjeefc to Fa­
tality, the Calc mu A be uncommon and 
rare. Our Carpenter got one on board from 
thefe parts, as near the likends of a Child, 
without being one, as perhaps was ever feen; 
a flat and fmooth Vifage, little Hair, no 
Tail, would tafle nothing but Milk, or Gruel 
fwcctncd, and that with difficulty ; moan­
ing continually in a tone like an Infant;  in

ihorr.
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Ihort, the Monns ami Afpett were fo (hock- 35* 
jng and mclancholly, that after two o rth rcc^ fc**  
Months keeping, it was ftunn’d and thrown Whydah. 
over-board.

The Ourang Outang, taken now and 
then at fomc parts of Guinea, and at the 
I Hand of Borneo in E a jl India, has been 
thought a human Savage. Captain Flower 
brought home one from Angola, in r7?3> 
difcmbowcllcd and preferved in R um : Ic 
lived a few months with him, had afmooth 
Vifage, little Hair, Genitals like the Human, 
with Teftidcs outftdcj would frequently 
walk on it’s hind Legs voluntarily;  would 
fit down in a Chair to fip or drink, in the 
fame manner they did 5 always flept fitting, 
with his Hands upon his Shoulders; not 
mifehievous like others, and had his Hands,
Feet, and Nails, more rcfcmbling ours.

The R iver Volta is remarkable for the 
Rapidity of its Stream, making a very great 
Sea upon the Bar, and carrying it fclf otf 
for fomc way unmixed j at two Leagues, 
it’s only brackifh. From hence begins the 
‘Papati Coaft, low and woody.

The whole Track from Sierraleon, is with­
out Gulphs or Bays, of near an equal depth 
o f W ater at the lame diflanccs; little Ele­
vation, except at great Rivers where the 
Tides arc regular, as with us at hom e; fcl- 
dom without Breezes; when a Storm cr 
Tornado happens, they arc always off Shore.

No
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TitCeaji No Dews perceptible on board Ships in the 
& o t .  Nights, tho* large at Shore, and a conftant 
Whydih. mifly Horizon. Captain D  ampin obferves 

the fame near Shores, on the Wertern fide 
o f America.'. I t  is always hazy, fays he, 
nigh Land\ to zo  degr. o f  Latitude.

n o  A  Vov a g e  to Guinea,

W  H r  D  A H .

Whydah. fT ^ H IS  Country is governed by an abfo- 
lute King, who lives in Negrijh Ma- 

jclly at a Town called Sabbee, fix Miles 
from the Sea. His Palace is a dirty, large 
Bamboo Building, of a M ile or t»vo round, 
wherein he keeps near a thoufand Women, 
and divides his time in an indolent manner, 
between Eating and L u ll; he is fatned to a 
monfirous Bulk ;  never has been out fincc 
he became King (nigh twelve years) which 
fomc fay, is bccaufc a large D o le  being due 
to the People on the Demife of one, and 
the Acccffion andfirft Appearance of ano­
ther new Prince, his Covctoufiicfs keeps 
him within doors: Others, that there is 
a Sword wanted (the Emblem of his Power) 
which (hould, but is not yet delivered him, 
by l'omc grand Fetifb-lMan beyond Jaqueen. 
If any Subjeds want Audience, they ring a 
Boll to give notice} and if  admitted, muft 
A prof-



proftratc before him, as likewife to his gritnd*,b>d*h‘ 
fetiJb-M zn, or High-Prieft, ifprefenr. The 
fame Humility and Subjc&ion is required of 
Inferiours to rich and powerful Men, with­
out doors: They proftratc to as many as 
they meet of thefe in the Street, and ftir not 
till a Sign is given to get up ; fo that the 
meariefi: may fomcrimcs be two or three 
hours walking the length of the Town.

W hite People arc fcldom or never ad­
mitted to Prcfcncc, but at the times they 
pay their Cuftomsj very confidcrablc from 
Europeans, who drive here the greateft Slave- 
Trade of any on the whole Continent: Bc- 
lidcs thefe Dues, the King augments his Re­
venue by a Duty on every thing bought or 
fold by his People. To his Women, he 
gives entirely the Privilege of making and 
felling a Beer brewed from Indian Corn, 
pretty much in ufc here, called Putto.

The King of Ardra is his potent and war­
like Neighbour; a populous Country, full 
o f large Crooms or Towns, and all of them 
obfequious Slaves, who dare not fell or buy 
any thing without Licence, and both ways 
he exafts a Cuftom. It is by means o f this 
Country that fo great a number of Slaves 
arc brought down to IVhydab and fold to 
the Europeans naked s the Arfc-clouts they 
had, I fancy, having been the Plunder of the 
Populace: for altho’ they arc kept flrifUy 
under, in refpeft to the Grcat oncs among

them-
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Whydih. them (elves, they have in rccompcncc, * 
thievifh, unlieenfed Behaviour toothers.

Both Sexes fquat when they make water, 
and the Women may obtain a ‘P alaaver  and 
Fine againft any Man, who at fuch time 
fhould indecently difeover his Privities.

Travelling is in * Hammocks, called here 
Serpen tines ; they arc with Curtains to draw 
round, againd Heat or Flics, (lung crofs a  
Pole and bore up at each end by a N egrot 
two others attending in the Journey, to re­
lieve alternately: The Heat makes it dan­
gerous for Englishmen  to travel without 
them, and they arc hired at fix Shillings a day.

Proviftons arc plcntifulabovc any place on 
the whole Coad, but neither very cheap nor 
large. A  Cow of 3 00 lib. weight is reckoned 
a  fine Bead, and w ill fell for two gran d  g u i -  
bejjes ; a C alf of So lib. weight for one grand, 
Q uibefs  j  a Sheep of 12 lib. for e igh t Gal- 
linas  j Fowls, five for a C row n; a Dozen 
W ild-fowl, or a Hog, for the fame Money : 
but it's convenient on this Voyage always 
to provide Cowrys  or Booges  (little Indian  
Shells, called in England  Blackamoors Teeth, 
bought at i s .  and fold here at 1 ; .  6 d. 
p e r  lib.) as the readied for this fort of Traf- 
fick. Coin is the deared way of buying, at 
didancc from Europe.

i i 2  A V o y age  to Guinea,

• Ihnxae it a Brafilwon!, and figmftct a Net flung to tell 
in ; taade there from the Kind of a tree.

IVhydah



Whydah Currency.

4b Cozvrys make a Toccy.
5 Toccys  ----- a Gallin a.

zoG allm as  ----- a Grand .Quibefs, Which
anfwcrs to 25 Shilling;.

Horfes, arc what I never fsw any where 
cl Icon the Continent.

The moft Curious of their Cufloms, and 
peculiar to this Part, is their Snake-/Vorfb ifr 
which, according to my Intelligence, is as 
follows. This Snake, the Objed of their 
Worfhip, is common in the Fields, andchc- 
rifhedas a familiar Domcftick in their Houfes, 
called cD eyboys ; they arc yellow, and niai- 
blcd here and there, have a narrow Swallow, 
but dilatable (as all of the Serpent Kind arc) 
to the thickncfs o f your Arm on feeding, it 
is the principal Deity or Fetijb  of the Coun­
try, and brought into more Regularity 
than others, by the fuperiour Cunning of 
their Fefijbers, who have one prefiding o- 
ver them, called the grand Fettfrer, or 
High-Prieft, who is held in equal Reverence 
with the King himfclf; nay, fometimes more, 
through grofsSupcrftition and Fear: for they 
believe an Intcrcourfc with the Snake, to 
whom they have dedicated their Service, ca­
pacitates them to flop or promote the Plagues 
that infeft them. He hath the craft by this 

H ' means,
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Whydah. means, to humble the King himfclf on all 
occafions for their Service, and to drain 
both him and the People, in fupplying their 
Wants. It is Death For a Native to k ill one 
o f thefe Snakes, and fcvcrc Punifhmcms to 
Europeans. When Rains arc wanted at Seed­
time, or dry Weather in Harveft, the Peo­
ple do not flir out after it is night, for fear 
of the angry Snake, which, provoked with 
their Difobcdicncc, they arc taughr, will 
certainly kill them at thofc times, if  abroad, 
or render them Ideots.

They haveFetjflj-Women, or Prieftefles, 
that live feparated with a number of Virgins 
under their Care, devoted to the Snake's Ser­
vice : 1 have heard, the rich Cab'tceers do 
often buy the Confent of thefe Women to 
debauch their Pupils ; they pretend to the 
Girls, they have had fomc late Correfpon- 
dcncc with the Snake, who intimates the 
agrccablcncfs of her favouring fuch or fuch 
a Man’s Addrcfics; teach her to aft Fits and 
Diflortions at the fight of him, to enhance 
the Price, and that for this Compliance, 
(he lhall be amply rewarded in the Snakes 
Country, far plcafantcr than this flic breaths 
in, and he then more amiable, having here 
put on his word Shape, that Obedience might 
have the more M erit. A Difeovery in the 
Girl would be certain Death, and none 
would believe; or if they did, would dare

openly
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openly to aflert fuch Murder againft the 
fertion of the Fetijli-Mcn or Women.

It is probable that King Solomon's Navy of 
Tharfbifb ( 1 K ings  i. 1 o.) did coaft from E - 
ziom  Geber{ the bottom of the red Sea) round 
Cape Bon EJperance “  * to  Sofalu, l>y fome 
thought Ophir-y and if  fo.why notrothcGold- 
Coaft ? or that King Hiram's Navy from Tyre,  
might on the North and Weftern fide to­
gether have cncompafl'cd this Continent; 
tho’ afterwards, on the deftrufition o f each 
State, the Navigation might be loft with the 
Trade. This is probable, 1  fay, from the 
length of the Voyage (three years) no unrea • 
fonabic time in the infancy of Sailing, Igno­
rance of the Compafs, and dilatory' Methods 
of Trading in Fleets, and in their Returns,
Gold, Ivory, and Apes. The Peacocks men­
tioned in this Text, might pofilbly be the 
Crown-Birds; beautiful, of the fame bigncls, 
and a greater Rarity. One of them we had 
from Gambia (a Prefent to the Duke of Char.- 
dois) had a fine Tuft of ftilF fpecklcd Fea­
thers on the Head j the Wings, red, yellow, 
white and black, with a black Down on the 
fore-part of it's Head.

Granting this, whether or no it’s too fo­
reign to imagine, fome traditional Story 
might be derived from them concerning the
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WhydAh. old^Scrpcnr, the Deceiver of Mankind) or 
that fiery one lifted up by Mofes in the 
Wildcrncfs? Gordon in his Geography, p.j27» 
fays, the M ofaical Law was once introduced 
into fomc parts of N egro-land, ftrengthned 
by the Affinity of fomc Names and Cuftoms 
they retain with the J e w s ,  particularly Cir- 
cumcifion, prattifed at moft, if not all parrs of 
the Coaft. Bqjbian on this, fays even Girls 
have their Clitoris (tripp'd. The (^/Egyptians 
(on this their own Continent,; were thefirft 
we read of that circumcifcd, from whom 
Abraham  borrowed it, and the Patriarchs 
Poftcrity might as well have tranfmitted the 
ufc of it with their Trade, to'this oppofitc 
fide of A frica ; the only Objettions arc, 
the caficr Method of borrowing it from the 
M allays, black Turks that inhabit about the 
middle of A frica, with whom they com­
municate by T rade; and bccau.c the Prac­
tice here, like as with the Mahometans, is 
not taken up of Precept, but Tradition. Be 
it how it w ill, they arc found tenacious of 
their Cufloms and Opinions: A Woman, 
from whofc greater Flexibility and Subjettion 
as a Confa to any European, might be ex- 
petted a Change, never rclinquifhing her 
Country-Gods, tho’ Ihc had cohabited for 
years, as has been frequently tried at our 
Factories.

Others think this Snake-Worfhip might 
be taken up as of old the c /Egyptians did

their
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their Ox and Cow, their Crocodile and Cat,'™*djh- 
& c. They had fomc moral Rcalon, tho' 
overwhelmed in Fable and ridiculous Super- 
flition. The Ox and Cow were Emblems 
of T illage, taught to them by OJiris and i -  

fisy whom they feigned changed into thofe 
Creatures, and in that form worlhippcd 
them.

The Crocodile and Cat preyed upon thofe 
Reptiles that devoured the Fruits of their 
Husbandry, like as thefe very Snakes arefaid 
to kill the black and poilonous fort, and 
to deftroy various Species of Vermin, inju­
rious to their Fields and Grain.

W e bear (far from Egypt) a Reverence 
to many Creatures, Bealls and Birds; cat 
fomc, and chcrilh others; I believe, often 
on no other Foundation than Heathen Fable.
The Fetijb is this Reverence improved, and 
if  we laugh at * Sambo for inflicting Fine or 
Death on whoever hurts or kills the Snake, 
may not he in his turn, as juftly laugh to 
hear that in fomc Countries it is Death to 
Heal a Sheep, a Horfc, & c. or Penalties to 
k ill Pidgeons, W ild-fowl, & c. tho* never 
fo much in want o f them : For it is all ac­
cording to the Fafliion of the Country, and 
doubtlcfs proceeds from a profound Fenera­
tion to thofe Creatures.
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Whydih. Many and ridiculous arc the Stories for­
med upon the Foundation of the Snake, 
ovcr-a&cd to the Prejudice of Beliefs, which 
in unlcttcr'd Countries fhould be fhorr, and 
have the DcOgn and Import of Laws 5 fuch 
Laws as in their nature arc bell fitted to awe 
or perfuade Men into the Brattice o f what 
is good : but here they are multiplied with 
filly Circumftanccs, or ftrctch beyond Me­
mory, and lpoil their U lc ; fot which rca- 
fon, I am firmly of opinion the Snakc- 
Worfhip w ill never endanger our Fadlorics, 
or propagate far, it has made fuch Rogues o f  
them.

Bcfidcs the Snake, they have two other 
principal Deities, and other fraall Fetijhes. 
The former arc their G roves ,  end  th e  h igh  
Seai addrclling either upon the Peculiarity, 
1 fuppofc, of their Affairs, or rather, thefe 
Groves arc confccratcd to the Snake, mod 
of them having a fquarc Tower built in a 
retired part of it, to which they carry *t)a* 
/bees, and Prefents. There is one in this 
Neighbourhood pre-eminent to all in the 
Country, and to which the Prince and Peo­
ple annually make rich Offerings.

Their fmallcr Fetijbes, like as at other 
parts, arc numberlcfs, and for fmallcr Con­
cerns made o f Stone, Bone, Wood, or 
Earth; but herein they differ from others, 
that this fmall Fetijb  is the firfl thing they 

f e e ,  a fter  th ey  are determ ined upon fom e
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Affair or Bufinefs, and fomctimcs deter- ‘''hydah. 
mines them to that Affair, whence it is 
taken up and invoked: If the Bufinefs ends 
luckily, it is lain by in honour to the chief 
Idol, and da freed  now and then ; but if not, 
they throw it away.

I fhould have done now with Whydah, 
but the furprizing Revolution  brought about 
here in 17*7, by the vi&orious King of 
<Dauhornayt turning thtngs-toply turvy, anc 
entirely deftroyingour Slave-Trade, defer-ves 
lomc Remarks.

This Prince was probably incited to the 
Conqueft from the generous Motive of re­
deeming his own, and the neighbouring 
Country People from thofc cruel W ars, and 
Slavery that was continually impofed on 
them by thefe Snakes and the King of Ar- 
dra\ each helped the other to propagate the 
Mifehief far and wide, and differ’d between 
thcmfclvcSjOnly in (haringthe Booty. That 
this fpurred on their Cataftrophe, I think,
Firft, Bccaufc it is agreeable to Capt. Snel- 
g ra v/ s  Character of that King, a Gentleman 
well acquainted with that part o f Guinea, and 
who has given the latcft Account of thofc Peo­
ple : He fays in that Tradf, he made a Journey 
in company with fomc of the E ngl if]  Factory 
to the Camp of the King of 'Dauhomay (40 
or 50 miles up the Country,) and informs us,
“ that in the Converfation and Bufinc s 
“ he had to tranfatt, he had experienced 
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12 0  ^ V o y a g e /<5 G u i n e a ,
wiiydah. <i him ancj pCncr0USJ jn his Manners, 

“ nothing barbarous, but contrarilv, the 
molt extraordinary Man of his Colour." 

j  The natural Confcqucncc from fuchQualitics 
in a Prince, being, I think, to extend them 
towards all that arc opprefied, and againft 
thole in particular, his Rclcn:mcnts were 
fired: F irfl, on account of their publick 
Robberies, and Man-dealing, even to his 
Dominions; and Secondly, That Contempt 
the King of IVbydah had cxprcTcd towards 
him, faying publickly, “ that i f  the King of 
“ Dauhomay Jhould invade him, be would 
“  not cut o ff his Head (the Cuflom of 
“  Conquerors) but keep him alive, to ferve  
“  in the vi/efl O f f i c e s a Specimen both 
of his Vanity and Courage, which he had 
loon after Occafion to t r y ; and thenin- 
ftcad of the haughty Revenge he purpofed, 
daftardly deferted his Kingdom, he and the 
Subjcdls of Arden becoming in a few days 
mifcrablc Fugitives.

2. The King of ‘Dauhomay at this Inter­
view with Captain Snelgrave, which was 
after the Conqueft of Ardra ar.d IVbydah, 
agrees with him in the Charafccr of thefe 
Enemies : “  That they were Villains to both 
“  w hite and black‘People, and therefore had 
“  been punijbedby his hands % a Text that 
ought to have been regarded more hccdfully 
by the Faftory than it w as: Fqr what were 
they Villains more than others of the Co­
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lour, unicfsfor this illegal and unjuft Trade J'Vhydjh. 
And if  he himfclf declared his Victories in 
punifhtncnt of their Crimes, what might 
not they expett in their turn, who differed 
only as the Pawnbroker and the Thief? Mr. 
TeJ(efoley the Company's Governour, we find 
when Opportunity prefented, was feized by 
them, and cruelly lacrificcd,: “ The Crime 
“ allcdged being, that he had ufed the 2~)a- 
“  homes on all Occafions in his power, very 
“ ill, on account o f the bad Trade they had 
“ o cca fia n e d and afterwards they went on, 
furprized and plundered all the European 
Merchants at Jaqueen, finifhing in that, the 
Deftruftion of the Slave-trade, the little re­
maining being now at Appah, a place be­
yond the bounds of his Conqueft. Yet in all 
this, could we feparate our Idea o f the Suf­
ferers, and the temporary V iew spf Traders; 
the King’s Attions carry great Reputation, 
for by the deftrudtion of this Trade, he rc- 
linquilhcd his own private lotcrcfts for the 
fake of publick Jufticc and Humanity.

Laftly; that this deftruftion of the Trade 
was defigned in the King of 'Dauhomay's 
Conqueft, feems confirmed by Captain BuU 

finch Lamb's Propofal from him to our 
Court.

This Gentleman, on fome Bufinefs o f the 
Faftory, was at Ardra when the Dahomes 
came down upon them, was made a Prifoncr, 
defined near four years with the Emperor,

and
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Whydah. and came (o E ngland  at laft by his Pcr- 
miflion or rather Dirc&ion, having given 
him 3 20 Ounces of Gold, and 8o Slaves to 
bear his Charges. In his Scheme of Trade, 
faid to be propofed from that Emperor and 
laid before our Commiflionen of Trade, 
Tome of the Articles run thus;-— That th e  
N ativ es  w ou ld  f e l l  th em fe lve:  to  us ,  on
condition o f  not being carried  o f . ---------That
w e  m igh t f e t t l e  T lantations, &c. a Foun­
dation quite foreign to the former Slave-trade, 
and carried no Temptation but the empty 
one of Inftrudtion and Converfion, which 
he himfelf might have laid down there, and 
had given fomc room to expeft, agreeably to 
the Judgment he made of the King's Senti­
ments, and his own view o f getting aw ay; 
an additional Honour to the King in this 
■way o f  thinking indeed; “ but the Incon- 
“  hftcncy made it unfucccfsful,'1 and Cap­
tain Lamb, tho’ under a folcmn Promife to 
return, never gave any Account of his Em- 
bafly to that Prince.

Captain Sne/grave’s  Account leads me 
flill a little farther, on his fuggefting thefe 
conquering D ahom es  to be Men-eaters; I 
beg an Animadverfion or two on that Hcad.~ 
Common Report has fettled Cannibals at fc- 
vcral parts of A frica. ‘Dapper in the Geo­
graph ica l A tlas fays, the Auficans or Gales 
in  eJE thiopiay and many o f the Natives of 
Quiloa> M elinda, and Mombazs, on the

Eaft
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E.ift fide of A frica  arc fuch, and that ha- Whydah. 
nun Flclh is lold in the Shambles. Gor­
don, in his Geographical Grammar, con­
veys it modcftly as a Report,, that the King­
dom of Loar.go in South-Africa- has many 
Cannibals, and that human Flclh in fcvcral 
places is fold publickly in the Shambles, as 
we do Beef and Mutton. That the Cajfres,
(tho* abounding with Provifions) alfo arc 
fuch, and w ill cat even najly Hottentots 
their Neighbours; who tho’ accounted the 
moft brutilh People upon the Globe in their • 
Manners and Feeding, arc at the fame time 
cxcufcd by all Travellers fo inhuman a Cur- 
tom. Bofman reporrs the fame o f ‘Dreiuia,
The Obfervation I fhall make on thefe and 
the like Stories I have heard from other 
parts of the W orld, is thcic being reported 
of Countries remote from our Corrclpon- 
dcncc, abounding with Provifions, by Per- 
fons who never were in the Places they re­
late their W onders; or where they have, 
their Teftimony is on hcar-fay, or their Rca- 
fons inconclufivc, and againft later Experi­
ence. I am prejudiced indeed againft the 
Opinion o f Cannibals, and very much doubt 
whether there be any fuch Men on the face 
o f the Earth, unlcfs when provoked by Fa­
mine, as has unfortunately happened in 
Voyages: Or poflibly with Savages, finglc 
Inftanccs may have been, as their way to 
exprefs an intenfe Malice againft a particular

Enemy,
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Whydah. Enemy, and in terrorem; or to cement with 

a Bond of Secrecy fomc very wicked So­
cieties o f M en: but that there ihould be a 
common Practice of it, Nations of Mcn- 
catcrs, to me looks at prefent impbfliblc. 
Captain Snelgrave's being the neweft Ac­
count of this Affair, and on his own perfo- 
nal Knowledge, 1 (hall amnfc the Reader 
with a fliort ExtraCl from him, and then my 
Objections.

“  This Gentleman, by an Invitation from 
„  the King o f ‘Dahome ox fDauhmay, went 
“ in company with fomc other of the Fac- 
“  tory from Jaqueen, to pay him a Vifit'at 
“  his Camp, 40 miles inlands there he was 

an Eyc-witnefs of their human Sacrifices,

“  the King chofe them out h'm felf. The 
“  firft Victim 1 faw, fays he, was a voell- 
€< looking Matt, of 50 or 60, his Hands tied, 
“  he flood upright by a Stage five foot from 
M the Ground. The Fetijher or Prieft lay- 
“  ing his Hand on the Head, faid fomc 
“  Words o f Confccration for about two 
“  M inutes; then giving the Sign, one bc- 
“  hind with a broad Sword hit on the Nape 
“  o f his Neck, and carried off the Head at 
“  one Blow, the Rabble giving a Shout. 
“  Others o f  thefe Captives he made his Ser- 

vants, or fo ld  fo r  Slaves.—

The



The Story thus far is not over-marvellous 
whether the Sacrifices be confidcrcd as a 
Thankfgiving to their Fetifb , or God (at 
an Acknowledgment,  he w a s told)  or an Ho­
nour to the M anes of his dcccafcd Heroes, 
bccaufc fuch Practice is fupported both by 
Scripture and Hiftory. The Captives in War 
under the J ew ifb  Law, which fell to the 
Lord’s Share, were to be (lain (L ev it.  xxvii. 
v. 28 ,29 .) and the Cuftom of many Fagan 
Countries has been, and flill continues in 
many parts of the World to this day (if 
we may credit Hiftory or Travellers) to at­
tend the Obfcquics of their Princes and great 
Men with human Sacrifices, particularly at 
fomc parts o f Guinea. The Emperor of 
Feton’s Funeral (M ifcell. Curio fa ,  Vol. 5 .  
p. 336.) was accompanied with a great num­
ber, and remarkably barbarous. Montezu­
ma, (Antonio Solis fays,) facrificcd 20000 E- 
ncmics a year. The prefent eD ahomes fol­
low  it from political Principles, to awe tic  
Conquered, and fccurc the Conqueft; for 
th e  ca p tiv e  K in g w a s  a lw ays one, and 
next him the Men of Experience and Influ­
ence, fuch as already had, or were mail 
like ly  to difturb his future Peace 3 anfwcr- 
ing more juftly than that Argument a, p o f  
teriori, of the Bow-ftring or Halter, when 
Men rife for the Recovery o f a loft Coun­
try, &c.
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Whydah. Contending Princes do to this day fro* 
qucntly facrificc with left honourable Views, 
i f  we may credit Captain Gulliver, who 
fays, one King has loft his Life, another the 
Crown, only in a Conteft about the primi­
tive way of breaking Eggs.

I fay this is not (b ovcr-marv:llous; but 
when we come to ’ the Carcafcs o f thefe 
Men, how the 'Dahomes had made a Fcf- 
tival of their Flclhin the night, it (wells to 
Incredibility. “  Captain Snelgrave was not 
“  an Eyc-witncft of this indeed j he fays, the 
“ Bodies lay a little while on the ground to 
“  drain the Blood, and then were carried by 
“  Slaves to a place nigh the Camp^nd laid in 
“  a Heap; hefaw two of thefe Heapsover 
<c night, containing he judged about 400,

who had been chofc out by the King that 
“  Morning, for Sacrifice. On the next Mor- 
0 ning they were gone, and asking the Lin- 
“  guift what had become of them, he an- 
u fwered, the Vnlturs (ravenous Birds very 
“  plentiful in the Country) had eaten them.

Not fatisfied with this Anfw:r, (feeing 
u  nothing remain but Blood) we asked for 
“  the Bones, and then he contcffcd, the 
“  Prieft had divided the Carcafcs among the 
“  People in the night, who had boiled and 
"  fcafted on them, as holy Food ; the Head 
“  is for the King, (continues the Linguift) 
“  the Blood for the Fetifb, and the Body for 
“ the common People."
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I make no doubt o f the truth of thiswi>ydah. 
Relation, and yet think the .Circumftances 
not conclufivc enough, to charge the D a - 
homes as Anthropophagites.

1. Bccaufc the truth depends too much on 
the Linguift,(J3 #//r/«, a N egro  of Mr .Lamb's, 
brought up at the factory) how well he knew 
to render the Language to our Ideas: and to 
hisVcracity and his Courage. He might think 
with his Country-men that it was their belt 
Excufc to the white People, for that cowardly 
and ignominious Flight of Thoulands from 
200 o f the D ahomes at Sab bee  (the W hydati: 
head City) where, inftcad of eating them, 
they pretended a Fright of being cat, and 
with the King, took precipitately to their 
heels, deferring in a lhameful manner their 
C ountry: and makes fomething like  the 
Story of our Saracens Heads o f old ; when 
the Englifb  had been threfhed heartily for 
their filly Croifadc, they rcprcfcntcd their 
Advcrlarics thus large, to infinuatc none but 
Monfters or Devils could have done it. How­
ever the Linguift tells his Mailers firft, that 
the Vulturs had eaten thofc Bodies, but 
perceiving them diffident of this, and prone 
to  another Perfuafion (which, by the way, is 
fomc excufc for him) he tells them frankly, 
tha t th e  ‘P eople had ea ten  them  in  th e  n igh t,
&c. The Bones which were wanting, and 
that had drawn this Secret from him , arc to 
me a Confirmation that they were buried.

Other-
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\Vh><Uh. Othcrways, as thcfc Cormorants could not 
chew or digeft them, they fhodd have been 
found ftrewed fomcwhcrc, as the Roads were 
in his Journey : The Fellow might alfo in 
his turn propofc fomc advantage in this Be­
lief ; for Captain Snelgrave  tells us, he met 
with great Impofuions and Cheats at his re­
turn to Jaqu een , by the Lord there, and 
others in Trade, notwithftand.ng the kind 
Reception he had met with at Camp, and 
that King's Charge to the contrary.

2. A 'Poriuguefe  who fefided there, that 
fpokc their Language, and vhich is very

* remarkable, had  m arried a w oclly w h ite  Wo­
man born o f  black ‘Parents, who h ad  n ev er  
f e e n  any o th er Colour: th is  Gentleman talked 
h igh ly  o f  th e  K ing's P o licy  and Generojity , 
that his Sacrifices were a Proof of it i that 
he was juft, ftri&ly obeyed, and never cat any 
human Flcfti. If fo, according to my way 
o f  thinking, he would hinder fo barbarous 
a Cuftom in others his SubjeGs; or it would 
be a Contradi&ion to his Character, a Suf­
ferance being the fame, as doing ithimfclf.

3. If the Sacrifices were defigned for eat­
ing, one would think they fhojld have been 
all young People, not thrown in a Heap, 
which is an Objc&ion to their fpending well 5 
and now and then I fliould have cxpc&cd 
they would have been promoted by No­
velty to have tailed a white Wan: but it is 
the King’s Character of being far from bar­

barous,
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barous, and o f  delicate W it and Policy :w kydah; 
Lamb lived three ycarsand a half with them, 
and never was cat.

4. If Men were thus car, and liked by a 
N ation, there would be lefs occafion and 
Inclination to fell them us for Slaves ; they 
at lead mud lofc a Breakfaft by it now and 
then ; and it would fall heavier on fuch 
Captives they had made their Servants, (for 
fomc were made fo at the fame time the 
others were facrificcd) who I am in fomc 
doubt whether they would wait tamely for 
the turn o f having their Throats cur. This 
Man-Eating therefore probably might be an 
Impofition on the Credulity of the W hites; 
as the Perfuafion nmongft fomc o f them 
that they arc bought by us to fat and ca r : the 
Belief in my opinion is equally grounded.
Theirs (if  any) is better; for the next Cruel­
ty to buying human Flclh, one would natu­
rally think, (hould be to cat i t ; cfpccially 
with Negroes, who cannot conceive hov 
their Labour can be ufed, that want fo little 
for their own lupport.

$. Some Places reported on the Coaft to 
be Mcn-Eaters arc by latcft Accounts much 
doubted, if  not contradicted. At Loango 
they arc found with better Manners, and 
mixed with ‘Portuguese. At Cape S t. M a­
ry's, the Starboard Entrance of tlic River 
Gambia, generally faid to be Mcn-Eatcr;, 
were found by our Boat’s Crew as civilized 

I as
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Whydah. as any People on the whole Coaft, tho’ their 

Number expofed them an caly Prey. To 
this we may add, that all Negrcland, by the 
Obfervations I could make, arc very abftc- 
mious of Flcfh in companion o f u s ; they 
have very few tame Creatures (K.id, Sheep, 
Kinc, &c.) among them ; their Country is  
moftjy Woods cleared away a little at their 
Cooms, to fow as much Indian  Corn and 
Rice as they imagine w ill ferve them; which, 
with Banana's, Plantancs, Palm-Nuts, Pinc- 
Applcs, and now and then a little (linking 
Fifh, or a Fowl, is the chief of their Diet.

6. As Slave-Cargoes arc a Compound of 
different Nations, it is more than probable 
they arc mixed from thcfcMcncating Coun­
tries ; and therefore on their rifing and mur­
dering a Ship's Company, they would have 
(hewn us e'er now a Precedent, cfpccially 
thofc who believed we were to cat them.

7. Men in this horrid Pra&icc would, with 
the diftinguiftiing Chara&eriftick of Rcafon 
about them, be more brutilh than any part 
o f the Creation; no Creatures of the greateft 
Ferocity preying upon their own Species.

8. If luch Cuftom were taken up to in­
timidate their Neighbours, and facilitate 
Conquefts, the Pra&icc (hould be more pub- 
l ic k ; not in the Night, but Day, and openly: 
Cuftom in any People familiarizing all Bar­
barities, and mote fo, when an intcrcft is 
propofed.

There-
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Thcrforc, laftly, the ftrongeft Proof pro-Wh>— • 
duccd for ir is, that one Mr. More fa w  hu­
man Flrfb fo ld  at  Dahome’s Market-place.

If the Perfon mentioned docs not mean 
human Flcfh alive, and in way o f Trade, 
yet without a good interior Sight, he might 
miftakc it for that of Monkeys, there being 
an awkardRcfcmblancc to th e Moorifb Race, 
in the Hands and Phiz j and I have giver, 
one Example purpofely, among many (at the 
beginning of this Chapter) to (hew they arc 
a common Diet at fomc places 5 our Sailors 
frequently cat them. What inclines me more 
to this Opinion is, Firjf,  the Force of Pre- 
poficllion and Fear, .which many Readers 
may experience in their own Conftitution. 
Second, That 1 never faw a FIcfh-Markct of 
any fort, tho’ I have been on Ihorc at many 
places on the Coaft of Guinea, not even a- 
mong the English, the moll carnivorous in 
the World j  but when they do kill, lend 
it out. Thirdly, W hat is my greateft Ob­
jection, is, that the Captain fhould bring 
another to afl'ert what he might have done 
himlclf, fincc lie was at ‘Dahome1* Camp,
(the fame place,) and more inquifitivc and 
difeerning > unlcfs this Market was kept 
one Voyage, and not another.

1 have bellowed thefe Objections, purely 
in refpeCt to the King of 'Dahomay, whom, 
tho' I never faw, nor expeCt to be advanced 
in his Court, I have a natural Propenfty to 

1 a wiHt
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Current*. wifh well, Jin ce h e has redeem ed h is Conn 

try-M en from  being fo ld  as Slaves. I would 
feign,after l'uch an A&ion, cxcufcthcm from 
being Mcn-eatcrs; a Change lull as bad for 
xhc People, a jumping out o f the Frying-pan 
into the Fire. Their Guilt herein is Id's likely, 
bccatifc It happens that this conqjcrcd Coun­
try abounds more with Neat Caulc, than all 
other parts of the Coaft.

Currents on the Co aft o f  G U I N E A

T H E incomparable Sir Iftac Newton 
folvcsall the Phenomena of the Tides 

upon the folc Principle of Gravity. The 
Earth, Sun, Moon, and all the cclcftial Bodies, 
fays he, have a- Gravitation towards their 
Centers, in proportion to the quantitys of 
Matter in each of them. Our Earth being 
within the Afiivity of the Sun and Moon's 
Attra&ions 5 the fluid part o f this Globe, the 
Ocean, feels ir, and ncccflarily Ewells: and 
this, by taking o lf or abating the force of 
Gravity, wherever the Moon is perpendicular 
in the Ecliptickj whereby the greater Prcfc 
litre o f Gravity without, carries the W a­
ter thitherward, & c. (Sec the Theory of the 
Tides, :P h i lo f  Tran fa l l . )  Currents iccm to 
be the fame thing (at lead on this C ow ) and

on
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on the fame Principle 1 (hall lay down thcCurrentr 
Fads, and then draw the Conchifions.

The Rivers of Gambia, Sierra/eon, Gabon, 
the Straits and Channels of Benin, and thro' 
the whole Coaft, the flowings arc regular 
on the Shores, with this ‘difference, that in 
Rivers or Channels where two Shores con- 
trad the Waters into a narrow Compafs, the 
Tides arc flrong and high, as well as regular > 
but on the dead Coafl, flow and low, not 
to above two or three foot, incrcaflng as 
you advance towards the Day and Channels 
of Benin  j  and this is farther evident at Cape 
Corfo,  Succonda, Commenda,-.mA other places-: 
for wherever the Land rounds and cheques, 
the Flowings there will be a Foot or two 
more than on an cvcncr Coaft, tho' next ad­
joining.

The Currents here fet fometimes two knots 
an hour along Shore, fometimes with, fome­
times againft theW ind; tho' generally to Lee­
w ard; fometimes off, fometimes on, ripling 
like a Tide, at other times a fmooth unmoved 
Surface for days together, and never felt, or 
imperceptible at 8 or 10 Leagues Offing.

'i he Currents fet in on both Shores, to the 
Day of Benin ;  from  the Southward,about and 
beyond Cape Lopez-, and fr om  the Weft ward 
along the ‘Pap a a Coaft, that is, to Leeward; 
for the Winds arc as commonly dcflc&cd a- 
Jong Shore, as the Currents. This all Ships 
experience in their Paflage to Angola, if they 

1 5 hold
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c ..v.iu. hold the Land on board, or if  they endea­
vour getting Weftward on the Tapau or 
Gold Coaft.

The rcafon of this Diverfiry, I imagine, 
proceeds from the Formation of the Land, 
together with the Weather, and the Winds.

The Land being on a ftraic Line, with­
out Gulphs or Bays, unlcfs that remarka­
bly large one of Benin and Callabtr, the 
Flux of the Sea, when it comes to be bounded 
by the Shores, have a natural Tendency there" 
feen in growing ftrongcr as they advance to­
wards it on both fidcs j  bccaufc fuch Gulphs, 
in a Contraftion of the Waters, bear fomc 
Rcfcmblanccto Channels, which every where 
in proportion to their Breadth and Depth, 
and the Sea they Band open with, have more 
or lefs Current or Tide along their Shores 
inward;  afltftcd partly by the Winds, which, 
as I have obferved, arc ddk&cd, .and tend 
alfo on both fidcs towards the Bay ; and 
partly, by the W eather; clear and hot Sun- 
fhints dtaw/ng more Vapours from the Seas 
next SioTis m all places, (and cfpccially in 
Bays with Shoals) to be expended in Exha­
lations, Mills, JFogs, and Rains, the Rains 
again may, by being inccflant fora Month or 
fix Weeks, and in a Rotation upon different 
parts of the Coaft, contribute to fomc little 
diverfiry of Strength.

Another rcafon of Currents tending moftly 
to Leeward here, is the Flood being propa­

gated
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gated from a vail Southern Ocean, takes it's 
Courlc alongShorc; but the Ebbs revert ca- 
lily and equally from all parts to the Ocean, 
and therefore make fo little an Alteration 
of the Stream, as is leldom and fcarccly 
felt at a very little diftancc from it. The molt 
that we found was open with this Bite of Be­
nin. W e left fVhydah the latter end of July, 
where tho‘ the Currents in the Road were 
very flrong to Leeward, and the Winds al­
together S. W . yet we found we could with 
cafe have weathered any o f the 1 Hands; 
which would have been impofliblc, had the 
fame Current in the Road extended acrols 
the whole Bay ; nay, our getting fo far to 
the Southward (/. e. Windward) w ill be very 
difficult to account for, unlcls the Waters 
received into this Bay by thofc Currents arc 
allowed to reverberate in the middle Space, 
tho’ infenfibly, towards the main Ocean.

From thefe light Obfervations, I think it 
may be concluded, Fir f t ,  that in all Places, 
Currentsand Tides have a very great affinity. 
That it is principally the Formation o f the 
Lands drives them into the one or the other -t 
i f  contracted between two Shores fo as to 
form a Channel, the diurnal Elevarion o f the 
Ocean, by the Attraction of the Moon, will 
make there a Tide, rapid in proportion to it's 
Breadth, Depth, and Sea it is open to : And 
if  an open Coaft, as Guinea, thofc Tides be­
come Currents. This agrees with the Voyages 

1 + I
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Carreots. j  havc mct to thofc Parts, and particularly 

the fixth general one fct forth by the India 
Company of that Channel, made by the 
Eaftern fide of the Continent, and the Ifland 
of M adagafear for being too deep and broad 
for the Direction of a Tide, there are Nor­
th ern  and Southern Currents, as the elevated 
Sea rowls round the North or South end of 
the Ifiund: and which is fiill more agreeable, 
th ey  are JirongeJt w h ere  th e  Channel is  nar­
row  eft, and le ft , and v a ry  on differen t T oin ts  
o f  th e  Compafs, as th e  Sea fp reads more m  
th e T a ffa ge cro fs  th e  Line.

2. That all Currents and Tides arc found 
only on Shores, andindifccrniblcat loLcagucs 
diftancc from a  Coaft, or the Mouth of any 
Channel 5 arc alfo variable from the fame 
Influence of the Moon, and Change of W ea­
ther.

R A I N S .

The former, whether on this or the other fide 
the Equator, arc longer and more inccflanr. 
They begin on this fide at Sierraleon ,  in 
M ay i  at the Gold Coaft and W hjdab ,  in 
April, preceded by S, and S. E, Winds. On

HERE is a Return of Vernal and Au­
tumnal Rains through'thc whole Coaft.

the



the other fide the Line again, the Verna!R*iuu 
Rains fall at Cape L opez , in O ctob er  j at 
A ngola  in N ovem b er , &c. And as thefeSca- 
l'ons arc attended with the Interpofition of 
Clouds thro* both, the Air is cooler, and 
therefore by the dewed Inhabitants denomi- 
nated Winter.

W hat conduces to fuclt annual and regu­
lar Returns, is perhaps infcrutablc: It is only 
a general Obfervation, that the Sun, on or 
nigh the /Equinox, inclines to rain every 
where. Dr. C layton  fays, ('P h ilo f. Tran/) 
that there arc frequent and great Rains at 
V irgin ia  in A pril and S ep tem ber, and other 
Countries oblcrvcthc fame. The ultimate 
end is to embrue the. Land with Fertility, 
where the Inhabitants have Senfe and W il- 
lingnefs to co-operate with Providence.

At Cape C orfo  this year, they ccafcd the 
end of M ay  ; they had fell, we underrtood, 
for fix Weeks before, almort without intcr- 
mifilon, only fomc hours they were hea­
vier, and chiefly in the Nights, with conri- 
nued Thunder, Lightning,and Calms. When­
ever they felt a Breeze, it was Southerly, 
(dircttly upon the Landj the Clouds that 
contained the Rains fuccceding one another 
from the Ocean, as it were orderly. If the 
Horizon brightened as it docs by Spirts at 
thefe Scafons, the Sun is felt with.redoubled 
Heat and Fervour.
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Raid. * The Mift and Hazinefs of the Horizon 

(always on the CoaH) and thole great Dews 
which out of the rainy Scafor.s fall every 
night on the Shore, and rarely or never two 
Miles from it where the Ships anchor, arc 
corroborating Proofs of what is juft before 
hinted under the Article o f Currents, that 
the Vapours lupplying thefe, oi Rains, arc 
ex traded from Coafts and Shallows more a- 
bundantly than from the main Ocean ■, which 
would otherways be feen and felt, and in 
greater mcafurc at Sea, from fo large a Body 
o f Waters furrounding ; but is fo far from 
happening, that Exhalations o f  a ll forts di- 
tttmijb, as is the D ijlatice from  Land.

Again, the W inds from Sea, which arc 
the Winds that ulhcr in thefe Rains, arc 
known to fpringup but a tew Leagues from 
Shore i  (the Trade obtaining in all thefe La­
titudes :) and tho' I fay, any regular Periods 
o f it under this V icinity o f the Sun all the 
year may be infcrutablc, yet when they do 
come, they viftbly bring on the Land-Clouds 
loaded with aqueous Vapors; a more rati­
fied Air there naturally attracting them, and 
helping their fali.

Both Ships came to Iflc ^Dtl Trincipe the 
end o f July, 1721. where we felt dreadful 
EffeCts from the cxccflivc Heats and Irrcgu- •

/ V oyage to  Guinea,

• Set she Appendix to the Xtrvy Surrnn, in which arc Phy- 
ftcal Obfcmtioai on the Moifture and Dcoiity of the Air.
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Jarity of the Seamen, during our Careening\t)'iPrin- 
for although we arrived very healthy, tlicup*' 
lfland furnilhing ‘P a lm -Wines and tire means 
of debauching at caly Rates, and our Tents 
giving opportunity > they loon tun into fcx- 
ccfs, which brought on an epidemical malig­
nant Fever, that reduced us in a fiiort Stay of 
two Months, to fomc Deliberations whe­
ther we could proceed to Sea fafely without 
a return of Men from E n g la n d  j the Wey­
mouth not being able to purchal'c her An­
chors, and we in the Swallow  with difficulty.
My Judgment, as Surgeon, was by all means 
to go, tho’ in the mod fickly Condition, bc- 
caulc thus removed from the chief Caufes 
of our Misfortune (Calms, cxccfiivc Heats, 
and adifordcrly Living) whoever werevifited 
with the Diftemper, would by that methed 
find a Crifis in Recovery or Death, and flop 
the infection: W e therefore, with thcA lfii- 
tancc o f fomc Men from a ‘D utch E a jl-I s -  
dia Ship that happened to put in, got under 
Sail and left the W and> the effect I have re­
lated clfcwhcrc more at large, and fiiall on.y 
obferve here, that our Fevers for want of 
Ncccflarics turned in many to Fluxes, and 
purfued us, tho' with lefs Cruelty. The Wey­
mouth, who brought out of E n glan d  a Com­
pliment of 240 Men, having at the end of 
the Voyage 2 so dead upon her Books.

‘Princes was the Birth-place of Africanus 
and Moulee, of whom they give this rragi- 

• cal
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Dfi Pnn- cal Relation ; That fhc becoming a Favourite 
of her Patron, was forced from Afncanusy 
and having a Child whofc Complexion be­
tray'd the true Father, Africanus murdered 
both, and afterwards himfclf, to avoid Punifh- 
menr.

W e touched at *S t. Thome, the chief of 
thefe Tortuguefe Jflands for frclh Provifions, 
purchafcd cheap ; the Profit of half a dozen 
Hogs fed two or three Months, and fold at 
the Gold Coafi, will maintain the bejl Mels 
in a Ship a whole year.

It was lucky for Mr. R ovry, Mafter of a 
Brtftol Veil'd, that the Man of War came in ; 
his Men had made him Prifoncr, and were 
difpofing of the Slaves at a very cafy Rate 
with the Governor, who rejefts no Schemes 
of Profit. Rovjry, who had been difeoun- 
tcnanccd by him upon his Men’s Complaints, 
was now heard indeed> but net knowing 
rightly the Method of getting Men to bring 
away his Brigantine in our Company, he was 
obliged to take what Price the Governor 
would fet on her and her Cargo, and took 
Paftage with us for Cape Corfo ; where, upon 
Demand, he accompanied his Leave with a 
handfomc Acknowledgment for h s Diet, and 
went home with the Account.

W e regained the GoldCoaft in fifteen days
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from this Ifland, having met in the Paflage 
l'omc Sprinklings that we underftood bad 
been heavy fhowers on Shore.

w i n d s . '

T HE Winds, different from our Quar­
ter of the World, in tnefe Voyages 

arc either peculiar to warm Latitudes; fuch 
arc T rad e-W ind s, L and  a n d  Sea B r e e z e s ; 
or to the Coaft, T ornadoes, and A ir-M at- 
ta n s .

Trade-IV inds arc caftcrly, blow frcfli night 
and day, all the Year, and every where round 
the Globe j  that Part o f it I mean that we 
arc upon, the Ocean, whether A tlan tick , 
In d ia n , or A m er ica n : for the Soil and Po- 
fition of Lands, though the fame Caufc cf 
them fubfifis more powerfully, gives uncer­
tain and various Deflections. They will ex­
tend to 3000 ofN . Latitude, when the Sim 
is on this fide the Equator, and as far S. 
when on the other; deflecting where he is 
fartheft off (here to tlic N. E. there to the
S. E.) and always nedreft to the E. Point 
on the Equinoctial, or where he is vertical.

The general Caufes afligned by the Inge­
nious for thefe Phenomena, and with the 
greatefl Probability of Truth, arc ;
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Wind*. F ir  f t ,  t h e  d a ily  R o ta tion  o f  t h e  E a rth
E a ftw a rd  upon i t s  A x is, whereby the Air or 
W ind (the enforced Stream of it) by this 
means goes Weftward in refped of the Su­
perficies; and this is farther countenanced 
in that thefe W inds arc found only in the 
largcft Circles, where the diurnal Motion 
is fwiftefi ; and a lfo  b e ca u fe  th ey  b lo w  a s  
f i r  o n e  in  t h e  N igh t a s  cD ay  ; borne, on  th e  
C oajl <j/*Brafil, a s  n ea r  Guinea.

The f e c o n d  permanent Caufc of this E fi­
fed , the ingenious Dr. H alley  aferibes to the 
A&ion of the Sun-beams upon the Air and 
W ater every day, confidcrcd together with 
the Nature of the Soil, and Situation of the 
adjoining Continents.

The Sun heats and rarefies the Air exceed­
ingly, in all Latitudes within the Z odiack , 
(evident from the anhclous Cordition it fub- 
jeds molt Animals to in Calms) and there­
fore the Air from Latitudes more w ith o u t  
his Influence (as more ponderous) prclTcs in, 
to rcflorc the Equilibrium : and to follow the 
Sun, mult come from the Eaftward. The 
wcltcrly W inds that rcflorc this Balance, 
from Latitudes beyond the Tropicks, would, 
I fancy, be as conflant, and keep a Circula­
tion, were the whole a Globe of W aters: 
As it is, they arc from jo  to 60®°, abun­
dantly the molt predominant, with a Devia­
tion to N. or S. on various Accidents: blow 
with more force, becaufe, among other Rca-

fons,
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foils, the Equilibrium is reftored to a greaterv/ind». 
from a Idler C ircle; and as it were to con­
firm this, arc received into the Trade-wind, 
with a Deflexion of N. E. or more north­
ward at the Point of reception.

On the Coaft of Guinea, North of the 
Equinodial, the true Winds arc wcftcrly, 
keeping a Track with the Shore, where it 
trenches all caftward. From the River Gabon 
again, under the Line, the Land ftrctchcs to 
the Southward, and,exactly anfwcrablc there­
to, the Winds wheel.from S. E. to S. by E. 
to keep nigh a Parallel with i t ; in both, the 
Shore feems to defied the true Trade, in 
the fame manner Capes do Tides or Cur­
rents, and obliges it, like them, on that 
Point where they have the freed Pafl'agc. If 
at any particular Scafons (as in the Rains i s  
remarked) the Winds become more fouthcr- 
ly , and. fet full upon the Shore, they arc 
w eak ;  and as the Sun is at fuch time on 
this fide the Equinodial, it is probably to re- 
ftorc an Equilibrium to that A ir at land, 
more rarefied from a ftrongcr and more rc- 
fleded Hear.

I (hall give two or three other Remarks 
on Trade-winds, proper, tho’ made at other 
Periods o f the Voyage.

1. You mud be diftant from the Influ­
ence of Land to Windward, before the Trade 
blows true and frdb, (from this Coaft v e  
may fuppofc twenty or thirty Leagues) and

then
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Wiads. then a Ship bofind to America w ill make a 

conftant and fimooth Run of forty or fifty 
Leagues every twenty-four Hours. And as 
rhcrc arc no Storms, vaft numbers of flying 
fifh fporting near the Ship, (found every 
where w ithin the Verge o f  thefe IVrnds, 
and no where elfe that ever I  faw ,) Bone- 
toes purfuing them ; with Birds of various 
forts, GarnetSy Boobys, Tropick-Birds, and 
Sbeerwaters, it makes a very delightful fail­
ing.

2. Although the N. E. and S. E. Trade- 
W inds on this and that fide the L in e, do 
not blow adverfe, yet by approaching to it, 
arc in my Thoughts, the Oc:afion o f be­
calming the Latitudes between 4  and 120 
N , the Point of Conteft > as we found, and 
w ill be hereafter remarked in our Paflage 
from B rafil to the IV eft-Indie:, in July  and 
Auguft-. and this I think, F ir ft , bccaufc the 
Eafl fouthcrly Trade is known ordinarily to 
extend E. S. E. to 4" of Northern Latitude: 
and con fervently, as the Eaft northerly is 
bounded a little nearer or further from the 
Equinoftial, as is the Station of the Sunj 
Calms and fmall Breezes, the Attendant of 
them, may vary a little, yet they w ill always 
happen about thefe Latitudes, and near the 
windward Shores be attended with Thun­
der, Lightning, and perpetual Rains. Se­
condly, all Ships adublly find this in their 
Paflage from Guinea to the IVeft'Indies in

any
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any Month, or from England thither;  ihcWi,"il' 
true Trade dccrcafing as they approach thofc 
Latitudes, and up between Cape Verd and 
the Iflands, thofc Calms by all our Navi­
gators arp faid to be os conllantly attended 
with Rains and Thunder.

T h ird ly , Recaufe the fame thing happens 
at the Commencement of the T rad e , from 
the variable Winds in 27 or 2S00 o f Nor­
thern Latitude, fooner or later as I observed ' 
is the Station of the Sun : From all which 
1 would infer, that from Guinea thefe calm 
Latitudes arc colter pafl'ed, not nigh, but with­
in 100 Leagues of the Continent of Africa, 
and at America not to get into them till a 
Ship has nigh run hcrDiftancc; for the Land,
1 think, either to Windward or Leeward docs 
give a better Advantage to the Breezes, than 
nearer or more remote: Ships from England 
do not want this Caution fo much, bccaufc 
the N. E. Trade docs not fail till a little be­
yond the Parallel of Barbadoes, thcSouthcr- 
moft of our Blands.

Land and Sea-Breezes arc Gales of no 
great Extent, the former much fainter and in- 
conftant w ill blow off an Ifland to a Road- 
Acd, be on which fide of it you w ill, but 
whether at the lame time or no, or now here, 
now there, I am not experienced enough to 
fay, tho’- their Wcaknefs and Inconstancy 
makes either way dcfcnfiblc. — They arc 
found at all fhorcs within or near the Tre- 
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Wind*, picks, rhe Sea-breeze coming n about ten in 
the morning, frefh and fwcct, enlivening 
every thing. The Land-breeze when it docs 
fuccccd, is at the fame di fiance from Sun-ice 
or later, ftnall, fultry, and finking, cfpc- 
cially when from Rivers whofc Banks arc 
peflered with rotten Mangroves, ftagnating 
Waters, & c.

They feem to arife entirely from the H eat o f  
’ the Sun-beams: That the Air is more rarified 

hy their Reflexions on the folid Body of the 
Earth than on a fluid, is certain j therefore 
till their rarified Air, made fo by three or four 
hours Sun, is brought to an Eqiilibrium, the 
Breezes mud be from the Sea at all parts of 
the Coaft, becaufc at all parts, the fame Caufc 
is operating. And if  thisRarcfa&ion is limited 
by a determined heighthof the Atmofphcre, 
the Sea-breezes that arc to fill up theVacuitics 
w ill laft a determined time o n l y two, tbrfe, 
or more hours: this is fad, but whether 
properly folvcd, muft be lubmitted. Of af­
finity with this arc the frequent Breezes we 
find with meridian Suns at fltorcs, even to the 
Latitude of England, tho* very ftill before 
and after. Again, the Land-breezes which 
fuccccd at night when the Sun has loft it’s 
Power, feem by their Weaknefs to be the 
return of Air heaped up by thcprcccding day's 
Heat, like other Fluids when higher or ful­
ler from any Caufc (in one part than, another)
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of courfe Ins it's reflux to make an cvcnwiodj- 
Surface.

T ornadoes, by the Span ia rd  called T rava - 
does , arc in no part of the World lb frequent 
as at G uinea. They arc fierce and violent 
Gulls of Wind that give warning for fomc 
hours by a gradual lowering and blackening 
of the Sky to Windward whence they come, 
accompanied wirh Darkncls, terrible Shocks 
of Thunder and Lightning, and end in Rains 
and Calm. They are always o f f  f l o r e , be­
tween the N. and N. E. here, and more Eas­
terly at the B it e s  o f  B en in , Calabar, a n d  
Cape L op ez  ;  but although they arc attended 
with this favourable Property of blowing 
from the fhorc, and laft only three or four 
hours, yet Ships immediately at the appear­
ance of them furl all their Sails and'drivc be­
fore the Wind.

W e have fometimes met with thefe Tor­
nadoes two in a day, often o n e ; andtofhew 
within what a narrow Compafs their eft efts 
are, Ships have felt one, when others at ten 
Leagues diftancc have known nothing: Nay, 
at Anamaboo (3 or 4 Leagues oft) they have 
had fcrcnc Weather while we have fullered 
under a T ornado in Cape C orfo Ropd. And 
v i c e v e r f a .  A Proof of what Naturalifts con­
jecture, that no Thunder is heard above 30 
M iles; in thefeStormsit lccm'stobc very near, 
one we felt the Afternoon of taking R ob er ts  
the Pyratc, that feemed like the ratling of 
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Windi. i o c o o  fmall Arms within three yards of our 

Heads; it Iplit our Maintop-Mad, and ended 
as ulual in cxcc.flivc Showers, and then calm } 
the nearnefs is judged by the Sound inftanrly 
following the i-'lalh. Lightning is common 
here at other times, clpcciaHy with the Glut­
ting in of Evening, and fiafhes perpendicu­
larly as well as horizontally.

Both aril'c from a plenty of nitrous and 
fulphurous Exhalations that make a Com­
pound like Gun-powder, let on (ire in the 
A ir} and if  the Clouds that retain them be 
compadt, and their heterogeneous Contents 
ftrong, various, and unequal, then like a 
Cannon in proportion to theft, thedisjc&ion 
is with more or lets Violence, producing 
Thunder, which as with a *  Shot has fre­
quently fpiit the Mads of Ships; and (leng­
thens the above Obfervarion ot their being dif- 
ebarged near band ; bccaufe if at any con- 
lidcrablc diftancc, they would fpread in the 
Explofion, and lolc their Force. It furnifhes 
alio another, v iz . That ncith:r Thunder nor 
Lightning can be felt or heard far from (horcs j 
W inds may impel luchExhalationsfonlcthing, 
but at a hundred Leagues from any Land

A  Vo y  a g e  to  Guinea,

’ Some pretend to have found what they a l ia  material Thun­
derbolt: tuchacnc is foid to have fell cn the Tnriijb Me/aur 
at /tifiam th A . I). 1695; and iuch ate Ihcwn in the Mu- 

fntuit oFPrincej. "At CtfnkAgtn they have a large piece of 
jnettHick Sub'ancc. fat'd to be Tl.urder-tolt.

the



the Appearance mud be rare and imcom-WinJ?’ 
mon, bccaufc the matter of their Coat- 
pound cannot be collected there.

A ir-m a tta n s , or Hannatans, arc impetu­
ous Gales of Wind from the Ealkrn Quartet 
about Mtdfummer and Cbrijlm as; they are 
attended with hogs, lad three or four hours, 
(leldom with Thunder or Lightning, as the 
Tornados) and ccate with the Haiti; arc very 
dry, .fiirivcliug up Paper, Parchment, or Pan- 
ncls of Elcruitorcs like a Fire. They reach 
foirictiincs this Gold Coafl, but arefrequenr- 
eft and in a manner peculiar to the Bite of 
Benin, named I'o fomc think from /Ur Mon- 
tain, rcfpc&ing whence they come ; or by 
others M att an , the Negrifl) Word tor a pair 
of Bellows, which they having feen, com­
pare this W ind to.

Brafil, arid the Weft-Indies. 149

The G U I N E A  Trade.

A N ex ten five Trade, in a moral Senfo, is/^Guin-a 
an extenfive Evil, obvious to thole7"-'-- 

who can fee how Fraud, Thieving, and Ex­
ecutions have kept pace with it. The great , 
Excels in Branches feeding Pride and Luxury, 
arc an Opprcllion on the Publick; and the 
Peculiarity of it in this, and the Settlement 

K. j  of



7 */Gumeaof Colonics arc Infringements on the Peace 
jrj and Happinefs of Mankind.

By difcourfing on this particular Branch, I 
do nor pretend to a Sufficiency of giving 
lu ll Directions> the Natives Alteration and 
Diverfity of Tallc arc Obflaclcs with the molt 
experienced : It's only within my Defign to 
give a general Infight to fuch as arc Strangers, 
and a Rule to improve upon by fuch as arc 
not.

W e may for this end divide Guinea into 
a windward Coaft, the Gold Caaft, and the 
Bay, a Tradt of 6  or 700 Leagues from the 
River Gambia, in t j 00 N. to Angola, about 
9  or t o 00 S. The Tortuguefe were the fir ft 
Europeans that fettled and built Forts here, 
tho’ now the leaft concerned, paying their 
Tribute to the ‘D utch  for Leave: W hat re­
mains of theirs is to the Southward on the 
River Congo at Loahgode S t.T a u ly and the 
Iflands, where they keep Priefts to teach their 
Language to the Natives, and baptize with­
out making Chriftians.

1. In the windward Coaft, Gambia, Sier- 
raleon, and Sherbro Rivers may be reckoned 
ch ief} the A frican  Company having Fa&ors 
and Settlements there. Lefs noted, but more 
frequented by private Ships in this part of 
Guinea, arc Cape M ont, and Mont zerado, 
Sefthos River, Capes Talm as, Apollonia, 
and ires  ‘Puntas. A  number ofothers inter­
vene, of more or lefs T rade; which it is their

Cuftom
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Cuflom to fignify at the fight of any Sh ij> ^^Inea 
by a Smoke, and is always looked on as an 
Invitation to T rade; bur as each is alterable 
among them from the Chance of W ar, the 
Omifiion lhcws they decline it, or arc out of 
Stock.

This Change of Circumlbnce found on 
differentVoyages,proceeds from weak and bad 
Governments among thcmfclvcs, every Town 
having their own C abiceers or ruling Men,
(or it may be three or four in Confederacy) 
all fo jealous 6 FthcoiHci$'¥aiiy*rrihg, that 
they never care to walk even a mile or two 
from home without Firc-Atms j  each knows it 
is their Villanics and Robberies upori one a- 
nothcr that enables them to carry oh a Slave- 
trade with Europeans > and as Strength fluc­
tuates, it is not unfrequent for him who’.fells 
you Slaves to-day, to be a fc\v days hence 
fold himfclf at fomc neighbouring T ow n; 
this 1 have known.

The lathe way of rcafoning anfwcrs for the 
P a n ya r r s  and Murders fo frequently between 
them and us, and never that 1 heard with rhe 
F ren ch  or T o r iu g u e je . For if  any of our 
Ships from B r i jlo l or L iv erp o o l play trick;, 
and under pretence of Traffick feize and 
carry away fuch of them as come on board, 
and truft thcmfclvcs on that Confidence, th e . 
Friends and Relations never fail with the 
firft Opportunity to revenge i t ; they never 
confidcr the Innocence of who comes next,

K 4 but
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Tra^u*Dcabut ^  Halations in Colour, fPanyarr the 
Boat's Crews who truft them 1 elves foolifhly on 
fliore, and now and then by diffcmbling a 
Fricndlhip, have come on board, lurprized 
and murdered a whole Ship's Company. Cap­
tain T ierc/s Lieutenant was killed on (horc 
on fomc fuch Pretence, or bccaufe lie had 
a good Suit of Cloaths, or both. Captain 
Canning o f the D ove  Brigantine 1732* was 
cut off by the Natives of Grand B a jjdu  from 
an Inadvertency; firft, of tempting the N e­
groes with the fight of a fine Cargo, and 
then by trufting the M ite Mr. Tho. Coote on 
(horc; the one prompted them to rob, and 
the other was an Holtagc for their Security, 
they ventured off in their Canoos and mur­
dered all the Company under the Conduft 
of a Fellow they called Thornes Grey, who 
run the Vcffcl in Ihorc;  the Mate remained 
with them unhurt,about fixteendays, and was 
then redeemed by Captain U'heeUrfox 17 
Pounds worth of Goods, which as an En­
couragement to the Service, lie was fuffered 
to repay at London. His Food during the 
(lay, was Indian Corn, Rice, Snails and 
M onkeys; the laft they fiioot as often as they 
want, in the Woods, and after the Guts arc 
taken our, fingc the Hair off, and then boil 
it in the Skin. He faw no other FJcfii in 
this part of the Country, excepting a few 
Fowls, tho’ he was up it above twelve 
miles.
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z. The Gold CoaH b the middle and fmsl- 
left part of the Divifion, ftrctchingfrom ^j:- 
iem  a ‘D utch  Settlement, to near the River 
Volta, an extent of 70 or 80 Leagues, but of 
more confcqucncc than the others, in rc- 
fpeft to  our's and the D utch  Company's 
Forts, who together command the greateft 
part of it. There is one Danijb  Fort at Accra 
indeed, (the Leewardmoft of our Settlements) 
but in a decaying State, and w ill probably 
(as that of the Brandenburghers at Cape Tree 
T untas)  be rclinquifticd in a little time.

Our Company’s principal Fort is at Cape 
Cor/o. That of the D utch ,  two or th*cc 
Leagues above, called D es M inas or St. 
George d e E lm ina ; each has other little ones 
up and down thisCoaft,to gather in the Trade 
that centers for the rcfpc&ivc Companies, at 
one or other of the aforefaid larger Forts.

The A frican  Company was crc&cd under 
the D ukcof7 <>r£ in K.Charlesll's  Time, and 
therefore Royal-, the Epithet being d ill re­
tained, tho’ that Prince's Superflition, and 
Thirft after Power, have long fincc juftly ba- 
nilh'd him the Realm.

In its  firft flourilhing Condition, it was al­
lowed by authcntick Accounts to have gained 
annually to England  900,000 /. whereof in 
Teeth, Camwood, Wax and Gold, was only 
100,000/. and the reft in Slaves} which in 
the Infancy of their Trade were in very great 
demand over all the American  Plantations to 
fupply their own wants, and carry on a clan-

definc
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T&Guinca dcftinc Commerce with the Spanifb Weft-/;;- 
7rail' dies. On Computation,Barbadoes wanted an­

nually 4000 N egroes, Jam aica  10000, Lee­
ward Iftands 6 0 00 ; and bccaufc the Company 
( ’twas complained by fuch as wifhed them ill 
Succcfs) could not fupply this Number, hav­
ing only imported 46396 Slaves between the 
years 1680 and 16S85 Interlopers crept in,and 
contended for a Share > which the Company 
reprefented as contrary to the Privileges o f 
their Patent, and withal, that the Accufation 
was groundlcfc and unjuft, bccaufc they did 
fupply enough for demand, and maintained 
Forts and Garifons at a great Charge, for awing 
and fubjefting the Natives to trade, and main­
taining an Induftry equal to the D u t c h y  with­
out which it was plain to all impartial Con­
fidents, it would be but very difficultly carried 
on. However, their Advcrfarics, after fomc 
ycarsof grumbling, obtained an Aft o f Parlia­
ment 1697, whereby private Traders for mak­
ing good this deficiency of Slaves, fhould have 
Liberty of Trade, allowing the Company 10 
p er  Cent, towards defraying their extraordi­
nary Expcncc.

From this time the Company more viftbly 
decayed, infomuch that in eight following 
years they only imported to the Weft-Indies 
177 60 Slaves i  and the feparate Traders in that 
time 71268.

Their 10p er Cent, in the firll ten years a -  
mounted to 8746$/. and therefore finding 
their Trade under great difadvantages with

thefe
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thcfc new Inmates, they rcfolved to make thefttGuiacs 
belt (hares they could in this Money,by lcflcn-7V‘u!r- 
ipg their Expence about the Forts. They ac­
cordingly withdrew all Supplies from their 
Garifons, leaving them tofubfift by their own 
Management or flarve. Gambia Fort having 
only twelve men, was taken by a Privateer of 
eight Guns in 1709, Sierraleon thirteen men,
Sherbro four, and thcfc not of any Charge to 
the Company,but were poflefled by fuch,who 
having a long time refided in their Service, 
by help of thofc Fortifications were capable to 
do fomething for themfelvcs, and fo the pri­
vate Traders by degrees got entirely quit of 
their Import i  the rcafon in a manner ccaf- 
ing, for which it was at firft allowed.

About 1719, their Affairs feemed to revive 
again, under the Aufpiccs of the Duke of 
ChanJoij, who became a very confidcrablc 
Proprietor in their Stock, and proniilcd from 
his Figure and Intcrcft a Renewal o f thole 
Privileges that had deprefled them ; their 
Objc&ions ccafing, (the number demanded 
being now very fhortof what it was formerly.)
More Ships were imployed than for many 
years part, but whether it were their too 
iaige Expcncc, or Corruption of their chief 
Officers, who too often in Companys think 
they arc fenr abroad purely for their own Ser­
vice, or both i  they foon felt that without a 

feparate A ft. they were uncapableof contend­
ing with private Traders, and every year

more
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tMiuineaniorc and more explaining rheir Inability’ 
Trad,. rjJCy 3pp|jctj to Parliament, and now lupport 

their Forts by an annual Allowance from 
the Government, of 10000/.

Thofc who arc the Favourers of Compa­
nies fugged, that if  the Trace mud be al­
lowed, and the Chridian Scheme o f enlarg­
ing the Flock cannot well be carried on with­
out it, that then it feems ncceflaty and bet­
ter for the Publick that fomc rich and power­
ful Set o f Men fhould have fuch cxclufive 
Powers to encourage and enable the fubfid- 
ing of Forts and Garifons, to awe the Na­
tives and prefervc the Trade from being cn- 
grofi'ed by our dangerous Rivals here, the 
*D utch -; which, as we rclinquilh, falls an ac- 
quifition to them, and renders ; l l  precarious j 
they could alfo bring (as an cxclufive Com­
pany) foreign Markets to their own Price.

The Company's Trade wanting that Encou­
ragement, every year grows worfc ; buying 
dearer than in times pad on the Coad, and 
felling cheaper in the tV ejl-lndies; the rea- 
fon at Guinea, is a greater Scarcity of Slaves, 
and an improved Knowledge n the trading 
Negroes who difpofc of them; and at the 
IVejl-lndies it is the Demand failing, more 
difadvantageoufly d ill for them, bccaufc fe- 
paratc Traders are not under the; delays they 
arc fubjett to : They take the whole Coad in 
their way, while the other isconfigncd to 
the Governour, and can afford to underlet

their
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their Goods (ncccflary Kequifites for Difpatch72»Ga'>nf* 
and Succcfs) bccaufc they ftand exempt from aJf' 
all Coalt-Chargcs. On the other fide, our 
Colonies arc now pretty well glutted with 
Slaves, and their Call confcqucntly not nigh 
fo large : 2000 in a year perhaps furnilhcsall 
our Plantations, 3nd tno* more arc imported, 
it is in order to tranfpoit them again to the 
Spanijb IVejl-Indies^ where tho* the Ajjienio 
Ships ate of late years only indulged by 
1  rcaty, all others being liable to Confifea- 
lion, and the People to Slavery if  taken by 
the Spauif] Guardle Cofla ; yet the Profpeft 
of Gain inciting, they dill find means to con­
tinue on, and maintain a forcible Traffick 
for them, under the Proic&ion of their Guns.
This clandcltinc Method, by the way, hurts 
the South-Sea Company, beating down the 
Price of their Slaves, who cannot fo well 
afford it, bccaufc bought, and brought there 
at a greater Charge.

The third part of out Divifion is the Bay 
of Guinea, which takes in IVhydah, Benin, 
Callabar, &c. to Congo and Angola in 8**
S. In this Extent Whydab is principal, there 
being more Slaves exported from that place 
before the late Conqueft of it by the King of 
‘Dauhornay, than from all the reft of the Coaft 
together, the Europeans being faid in fomc 
years to have carried off 20000; but more of 
this by and by. I ftiall only obferve, that as 
this part abounds more With Slaves, the oilier

cocs
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7 kGu;»M<iocs with Gold, and the windward Coaft
ir t i , .  w jt [1  i v o r y .

1 now proceed to our Method of Trade, 
and fhall fum the Rules o f  it up, under the 
head of Interlopers. Private trading Ships 
bring two or three Boats with them upon 
this Coaft for Difpatch, and while the Mates 
go away in them with a proper Parcel of 
Goods, and lnftru&ions into the Rivers and 
By-placcs, the Ship is making good her 
Trade at others near hand.

The Succcfs of a Voyage depends firJl,  on 
the well lorting, and on the v e il timing of 
a  Cargo. Secondly, in a Knowledge of the 
places of Trade, what, and how much may 
be expefted every where. Thirdly, in dram­
ming well with English  Spirits, and con­
forming to the Humours o f the N egroes, 
fo u r th ly ,  in timely furnilhing proper Food 
for the Slaves. F ifth ly ,  in Difpatch j  and 
L aftly, the good Order and Management of 
Slaves when on board j o f each, a W ord or 
two.

Firft, on the Timing  o f a Cargo : This 
depends at fevcral places much on Chance, 
from the fanciful and various Humours of the 
N egroes, who make great demands one 
Voyage for a Commodity, that perhaps they 
rejett ncxr, and is in part to be remedied ei­
ther by making the things they itch after, to 
pafs off thofc they have not fo much mind 
to, or by fuch a continual TrafFick andCor-

rcfpondencc

158 A  Vo y a g ?. to Guinea,



Brafil, a?id the Weft-Indies.
rcfpondcncc on the Coaft, as may furnidi^vGuiaoi 
the Owner from time to time with quickTrait' 
Intelligence, to be done only by great Mer­
chants, who can keep imployed a number of 
Ships, that like a Thread unites them in a 
Knowledge of their Demands, and a readier 
Supply for them, as well as difpatch for their 
Matter's intcrcft, by putting the Purchafcs of 
two or three Ships into one. The late Mr. 
Humphry Morrice was the greateft private 
Trader this way, and unlcfs Providence had 
fixed a Curfc upon ir, he mutt have gained 
exceedingly.

'Secondly, O f the Sorting, this may be ob- 
ferved in general i  That the Windward and 
Leeward Parts of the Coaft arc as oppofite 
in their Demands, as is their diftance. Iron 
Bars, which arc not asked for to Leeward, are 
a fubftantial Part o f  Windward Cargoes. 
Cryftals,Orangos, Corals, and Rrals-mountci 
Cutlaflcsarcalmoft peculiar to the Windward 
Coaft 5 -  -  as arebrals Pans from R io Sejlhos 
to Apolbnia.. - - -  Cowreys (or Bouges) cc 
IVhydah. — Copper and Iron Bars at C alk-
bar j -----but Arms, Gun-powder, Tallow,
old Sheets, Cottons o f all the various De­
nominations, and English Spirits arc every­
where called for. Sealing-wax, and Pipes* 
are ncccflary in fmall Quantities, they ferve 
for ‘Dafbees (Prefents) and a ready Purchalc 
for Fi(h, a Goat, Kid, or aFowL

To



WrGuicta To be more particular, her: follows an 
'*  ' Invoycc bought at London about the year 

1721.
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A G U I N E A  Cargo.
/. s. d. l. S. d.

10 Cotton Ramalls at 0 11 0 5 IO 0
io S ilk D *  ----- 1 00 0 10 OO 0
20 Hcrba-longccs----- 0 id 0 10 OO 0
20 Photccs ----- 0 17 6 17 IO 0
3oTapfcils ------- 0 12 O IS OO 0
20 Blue fwaft Bafts -  1 02 O 2 2 OO .0
20 Chintz ------  0 12 6 1 2 IO 0
50 Nichanccs ------- 0 1 3 O 3 2 IO 0
176 Blue PapcrSlctias 0 7 6 66 OO 0
650 Cryflal Beads 

N° 22i per M ill.J 00 O
»

1 3 OO 0
2500 D° ----- N° 30 2 12 O 6 IO
4500D 0 -----N° 36 z 18 O > 3 01 0
200oRangosper Gtvt.0 11 O I I OO 0
4  Cafes and Cherts ------  ----- 1 15 o
Charges and Entry at Cuftom-houfc j  1 2 6 

C t. q. 1.
20 Brafs Kettles qt. 2 o 02
28 D° -----  ------- 2 0 0 +
25 D° -----  ------- 2 o 06
2 j i  Guinea Vans-----3 o 18

9 1 02
perC w t. 7I. 7 s. od. 68 02 5

311 00 11



I .  S . d 'f '- tGuinea
Brought over ------- 311 oo i i W '* .

4 Casks ----- ------- -----  t o j 00
20 Cherts of old Sheets? so . I2I 1? 0<s

cach w . 6 j ,  a t ------3
130 i l l .  Guinea Bafins.
73 3---D*
u  4---D»

Brafil, and the Wcft-Indics. i6 t

In all 4 Cw t. 1 q. i l l .
Box of Seales, Weights and i

blue Pans. -------  3
Cartage, Portage, Wharfage, &c.
S4 Quart Tankards at i s .  i d . -----
96 Pint D° at -----  1 8 -----
A Cask ------------ -------
11 Groce of flopc-pointcd Knives? 

at 1 /. 6 s. ---------- S

18 04 09

19 00
4  10 00 
9 02 00 
8 00 00 

14 09
14 06 00

200 Blue Ranters at o 08 00 
jo  Narrow green D° o os 00 
jo  Broad blue D° o 11 o<S
2j  Says a t ------- -- 1 i j  o6
8 Cafes with Carriage----- —
1 j o  Trading Guns at o os 03
50 D*-----dockLockso 08 06
x jo C ags -----  o 00 07
21 Cw t. T a llo w -----2 01 00
For melting and p u t - ? _____

ting up per Cwt. j  
Cartage, and 10 large?

Cags —  S

80 00 00
20 00 00 
28 i j  00

4 4  0 9  06 
2 10 06

61 1 7  0 6
21 OJ OO 
02 IO 06
45 OI OO

2 OJ OO 

OO I d  08

L
7 9 7  0 6  0 7 
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Prought over ----- 7 9 7  o 6  07
3 jSm allC ags at-----o 00 o l 1 o j 0+
ro Barrels of Powder 3 03 00 3 J 10 00

50 Wickered Bottles o 03 o : 9  03 0+
r 71 Gall, malt Spirits o 02 00 17 0+ 00
40 Calcs of Spirits o 07 00 14 00 00
Freight of a VcltclJto Vror'tjmouth s 10 00
Expcnccsand Poftage of Letter*------ o 11 00
ComnuJlion at i\p e r  Cent. ----- 21 03 03

I was but a young Trader, and could not 
find out till 1 came upon the Coaft, that 
this Cargo was ill forted. At the firft place 
we. touched (Sierraleon) where commonly 
may begot twenty or thirty as good Slaves 
as any upon the Coaft, I found I had neither 
Cutlaflcs, iron Bars, a better fort of Fire-Arms, 
M alt, and other llrong Liquors, the delight of 
thofc Traders. At none o f the others, quite 
down to the Gold Coaft, were many confidc- 
rablc Articles of my Invoyce \\ct asked for; 
lb that 1 was forced to make friends with 
the Fa&orys, and exchange at fuc lra  lois, 
that had it not been for the fniall Wages our 
Ship was at, and feme lucky hits, the Own-

1 o Quit, o f Cowry5 at 5 l.
90b 00 00 
jo  00 00

Total p jo  00 00
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crs tnuft have fuffered much i but to give an% GWe* 
Infighc. '  . 'r£it'

Ih e  Sale o f Goods. .

At Sierraleon.
Gold Bars.

1 Piece of Planes. .................  10
7 77lb. Kettles ----------------- 26
j Pieces of Chintz --------------  12
j  Piece of Handkerchief S tu f f ----- 2

The Price of a Woman Slave ------  jo

7 jo  lb. Kettles ----------------  20
j  Pieces of Brawls -------------  10
1 Piece o f Ramal . ----------------- 4
1 Bar of Iron ------------- 1

The Price of a Boy Slave —  3 j

A t slpollonifl.

2 Photces --------  14
2 Cotton Ramals -------- — s
1 Piece Longee ---------------- 4
2 Slctias ■ - —- ■ —— 5
7 Sheets ------------------   7
3 2 jBrafcPans 32

-------:------- - 7 0
L 2 At

A Man Slave





J c c js . }“ *"■
3. lb. Pewter Balm ----— 4 -
Sealing-Wax ----------  -----  3
A qr. Barrel of Powder ----------  3
A gallon Cag o f Musket-Shot -----  <5
A gallon Cag of fniall Shot ------- 8
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At JVhydab,

Cowrys fell per C w t.-----  12/. 10 s. or in
their way of reckoning, to  grand QuibeJJcs.

M Jlngola, the Duties arc about too/. Sterl. 
every Ship 5 and Goods fell, v iz .

A Gun --------------
A Cag of Powder ----------
A deep blue Baft -------- -—
A Culgcc ----------
ATapfcil ----------  —
A Nicancc ...................
A Cutchalcc -----
A red Chintz ■
A Bundle o f Anabaflesqt. 10 lb. 
loBrafsPans fmall and large
4  ilb . Pewter Balms -----
14  Cafe of Spirits --------
A whole Cafe Da --------
4 Cutlaflcs ------------
A Guinea Stuff -----------
a Bunches of Beads -------
4 King's Cloths -----*

L  3

Pieces.
1
1 
3 
3
2 
2

-  Iv

1
t

T

l
I

«■



7£/Goio«+ Looking-Glades —:------- r
<Tradt' io  Pint Mugs" '---------- *— r

A  Brawl* |
9 Foot ofblack Bays ---------- i
16 Inches of Scarlet Cloth ------  t
16 D° of blue Cloth ------  i
i  Photcc - — - ——  2
l Pair Cotton Ramal i i
i. . .  •

As I propos'd only a general View o f the 
Trade, I have pointed out here the beft I 
could, what Goods arc asked for, the Price, 
and at fomc places, the Proportion; the 
Slaves felling at a Medium of i s •/. a Man, 
and 12 /. a W om an;  a Gun and Barrel of 
Powder being always parts of the Truck (at 
Cabtrida){ov a Slave. They have Ganoos there, 
w ill carry 2o"o Men j matted Sails to them, 
and Cordage twilled from a wild Vine that 
grows in plenty aboutjthc Country; with theft 
they pals frequently from Congo to Loango. 
A Stave-Ship in the former River would 
intercept much of the Trade to Cabenda and 
Jingota: The Duties arc cafy with the King 
of 3 oni, and the Harmony they live in with a 
few difeiVcelcfs cPortuguefe Miilionarics, 
Ihcws they arc a peaceable People.

A Second Requifitc for Succefs in this Trade, 
is an acquaintance with th'c Places, what may 
be expected at them, either, as to the M toitir  
o f Trading, bold or fearful o f one another,

and
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and the Number of Slaves they arc able 
bring.

Where the Company’s Fattors arc fettled, 
as at Gambia,  and along the greateft part of 
the Gold Coafi, they influence the Trade 
fomething againfl private Ship's; lo alfo at 
Sierrdleon fomc feparate Traders live, who 
voyage it with Boats into the adjacent Rivers, 
and moll of what a Ship can purchafc, is 
thro’ their hands; but thofc from London 
fcldom Alike higher upon the Coaft than Cape 
Mount) MontsxradO) and Junk, falling from 
thence down to Leeward j many of the places 
in their Courfc being tendered dangerous, 
from the Tricks and ‘Panjyarrs the Traders 
have firft pradifed upon the Negroes-, a mu­
tual Jealoufy now keeping each fide very 
watchful againft Violence. W e trade on 
board the Ship, often keeping our Sailors in 
do le quarters abaft, bccaufcffiw: while the 
Slaves arc viewing and contracting for at 
the fore part;  at night alfo keeping a good 
Watch, fomc of thefe Negroes attempting 
now and then to Seal with their Canoo$ 
athwart your Hawfe, and cut the Cable, 
Captain Cummin at fVhjdab, they ftrandci 
1 7 J4 -

They again, arc as often diffident o f com­
ing nigh us, and will play for hours together 
in their Canoos about the Ship, before they 
dare venture. In this windward part, I 
have before obferved, they have a iupcrfli*.
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168 .//Voyage /̂ Guinea,
^Guiccatious Cuftom, of dropping with their Finger 
rJ ' a drop of Sea-W ater in thc;r Eye, which 

they arc plcafcd when anfwcrcd in, and pafles 
for an Engagement of Peace and Security j 
and yet after all this Ceremony, they w ill 
fometimes return to fhorc: Jf  hardy enough 
to come on board, they appear all the time 
£hy and frightned, and from the lead appear­
ance of a Panyarr, jump all over board. 
Downwards to Bajfam, A  [finely Jaquelahou, 
Cape le Hou, Jaaue a Jaques, Cape Apo!~ 
Ionia, and Three P oints, or where they have 
poflibly gained a Knowledge of the English 
Ea&orys, there is a better Undcrflanding and 
Security: Thefe arc places that fell off a num­
ber of Slaves, managed however wholly on 
board the Ships who anchor before the Town, 
hoifl their Enfign, and fire a Gun : Or when 
the Natives feem timorous, do ic by their 
Boats coalling along the Beach, and p3y at 
fomc o f them a l'mall Duty to the chief Gx- 
biceers.

Thirdly, T o give difpatch, cajole the Tra­
ders with ‘Dajbres of Brandy, md tell them, 
you cannot pollibly fiay above a day or two, 
and that on their account. To a Country- 
M an, if  he joins where there is profpeft of 
Goodee Trade, you arc to form fomc Story 
that may carrjHhim farther to Lreward if  pof1 
fib!c,t two or three Leagues will hinder his 
doing you any Damage for that Voyage.) 
The Lye did me moft Service, a id  for which

1



I had the Merchant’s Difpenfation, was in-f^G"**** 
forming my good friend that at Cobelakor.i" u‘~ 
they had taken a great number of Captives,
and that Captain----- had got his Freight there
in ten days: this I did with an air of Diffi­
dence, to make the greater Impreffion, and 
at the fame time dajbee'd his Negro Friends 
to go on board and back it. If on better 
Intelligence fuch like Story fltould not take, 
and he rcfolvcs today and (hare, your Repu­
tation is fccurcd by the diffidence o f your 
Report, and you mull rcfolvc with him now 
upon a Price in your Slaves, not to outbid 
one another; but at the fame time make ts 
ftrong a Refolution not to obferve it. A n i 
here the Mailer has room to dilplay his talent, 
the frequency of the Trick having made a i  
very cautious and diffident.

W hen a Ship lias gathered up all this 
Trade, (he makes up the deficiency o f her 
Freight at Anamaboo, three Leagues bclov 
Cape Corf), where they conftantly Hop, and 
arc fometimestwoor three Months in f in d ­
ing. It is a place of very confidcrablc Trace 
in itfclf; and bcfidcs, the Company have a  
Houfc and Faclor, keeping always a number 
of Slaves againft rhofc demands of the Inter­
lopers, who, they arc fcnfiblc, wantdifpntca, 
and therefore make them pay a higher Price 
fpr it than any where on the whole Coaftj 
felling at fix Ounces and a half a Slave (in

ex-
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uinciexchange for Goods) tho’ the poor Creatures 
T ‘ look as meagre and thin as their Writers.

If the Company Ihould want rather to buy 
than fell, as is fometimes the cafe, and fits 
both j then fuch a difference is paid by the 
General, as Ihall make it worth the Ship’s 
time to go to Windward again.

Hence I make this deduction, that if  the 
Adventurers Stock be fmall, only fuffi- 
cicnt to employ one Vcflcl, to have her a 
S loop; bccaufc Id's hazard is tun in length- 
ning out time, which fubjefls to Sickncfs 
and Mortality among the Slaves; iav.es the 
aggregate Charge of fupporting them and a 
Ship's Company, and likewife fuch a Veffei 
w ill have lefs remains of Cargo, after her 
Slaving is complcatcd ;  what is left, ufually 
going off to the trading Cabicerrs and Facto­
ries at a low Price, or what is worfe, kept 
on board and fpoiled.

Contrarily, great Traders who can imploy 
many Ships, obviate in a great mcafurc fuch 
Inconvcnicncics: They put the Trade of two 
or three Ships into one at Ar.amaboo, (the 
largcft and moft chargeable) and with the 
conjunction of their remains, go to W ind­
ward, and begin anew.

Fourthly  giving way to the ridiculous 
Humours and Gcfturcs o f the trading Negroes, 
is no fmall artifice for Succcfs. If you look 
ftrangc and arc niggardly o f your Drams, 
you frighten h im ; Sambo is gene, he never

cares
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cares to treat with dry Lips, and as the Ex-7 lvGuii>ai 
pence is in Englifb Spirits o f two Shillings7 * 6* 
a Gallon, brought partly for that purpofc 5 
the good Humour it brings them into, is 
found difeounted in the Sale of Goods.

A fifth  Article, is the wholcfomc Viftual- 
ling, and Management of Slaves on board.

The common, chcapcft, and rnoft com­
modious Diet, is with Vegetables, Horfe- 
Bcans, Rice, Indian Corn, and Farine, the 
former, Ships bring with them out of Eng­
land ■, Rice, they meet to Windward, abouc 
Stfthos > Indian Corn, at Momf 'ord,Anatna• 
boo, &C. and further Supplies of them, o:
Farine, at the Iflands of St. Thomas, and 
!Vrince's ; Matters governing themfclvcs ia 
purchafmg, according totheCourfe they dc- 
lign to ftccr.

This Food is accounted more falutary to 
Slaves, and nearer to their accuttomcd wa/ 
of Feeding than fait Flcfli. One or other is 
boiled on board at coriftant times, twice a 
day, into a Dab-a-Dab * (fometimes with 
Meat in it) and have an Overfeer with a Cat- 
of-ninc-tails, to force it upon thole that arc 
fallen and refufe.

The further Management and Caution to 
be taken with Slaves on board, till their de­
livery in the W eft-Indies, I ihall intermix

Braftl, a n d  th e  Weft-Indies. 171

•  A Word ufc'd by our Saiton, tor the C n u f is nude of it.
with



fT/Goineawith w h atl know of the method of Trade 
at Why dab, and Angola, becaufc Cautions 
where a Cargo is of one Language, is fo much 
the more rcquifitc.

IVhydah is the greateft trading Place on 
thq Coaft of Guinea, felling off as many 
Slaves, I believe, as all the reft together 40 
or 50 Sail (French, English, ‘Portuguefe, and 
'D utch)  freighting thence every year. The 
King is abfolutc as a Boar; making fomc- 
times fair Agreements with liisCountryNcigh- 
bours, it being often the lntcrcft of Traders 
to be honeft (perhaps the only rcafon that 
makes them fo) but if  he cannot obtain a 
l'ufficient number o f Slaves tfcait way, he 
marches an Army, anddcpopulatcs. He, and 
the King of Ardra adjoining, commit great 
Depredations inland.

On the Ships he lays thcfclmpofitions, 3nd 
to prove his Folly, docs it moflly for the be­
nefit of thofc that rule him ; Firft, of hav­
ing the Refufal o f all Goods ; Secondly, the 
Value o f twenty Slaves from every Ship, 
fmall or great, as a Duty ; and Thirdly, forces 
his own upon them at an advanced Price.

The French, 'D utch , and Englijh, have: 
each a Houfc, or mud Fort, about three 
Miles from the Sca,kccpingTcntiat the Beach 
for the convenient receiving and fccuring 
their Cargoes as it comes from t ie Ship, and 
tranfmitting the Returns ; which, by a dan- 
gcrousdoublc Barr upon the Coaft, is rendred

1m-
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jmpaflablc fomctimcs (by the alteration of^vGuiaa 
the Winds) for a fortnight together; the Ak-'w '’ 
grots only know how to paddle thro' it, and 
when they think it lafe, a Signal is made to 
the Ships, from thofc Tents, by hoifling their 
Flags.

The chief of either Factory that gets firft oa 
board any Ship coming into the Road, has a 
right to ferve her with Boats and Servants, 
and has a Due of feven Slaves for it.

The Commanders, with their Surgeons,
(as skilled in thfc Choice of Slaves) attend 
the whole time on fhore, where they put- 
chafe, in what they call a fair open Market.

The Mates rcfidc on board, receiving from 
time to time their Mafter’s Directions as to 
the Goods wanted, and to prepare the Ship 
for the Reception and Security of the Slavxrs 
fent h im ; where this is a Rule always ob- 
ferved, to keep the M ales apart from the 
IVomen and Children, to handcuff' the for­
mer i B rijlol Ships triple fuch as are fturd j,
•with Chains round their fle c k s ; and to keep 
your own Men fober, and on a barricado'd 
Quarter-deck: tho'thc natural Cowardiccof 
thefe Creatures, and no other ProfpeCt upon 
rifing, but falling into the hands of the fame 
Rogues that fold them, very muefi leffensihe 
Danger: Ncvcrthclcls, it is advifcablc at all 
times, to have a diligent Watch on their Ac­
tions, yet (abating their Fetters) to treat them 
with all Gcntlcnefs and Civility.
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TZvGaiua Ac A ngola , the firft: Man is the King, the 
rucJt. fcconcjj  M abuca , third, M afu ca r , fourth, 

M achangee\  fifth, Captain M ore, and the 
fixth, Madam B arjT ei Names cxprcllivc of 
fomc * Virtue;  and where they chufc a white 
M ans, (common at many parts of the Coaft) 
it is from the .Qualities they admire in fuch, 
and drive to imitate.

Here they force about twenty Servants, 
which the Ship is obliged to pay, after the 
rarcoffix Fathom of Guinea Clothper month, 
and every Sunday Morning, two Knives to 
each of them. -  -  Their Bunnefs is to attend 
every Morning, and carry up your Goods faff 
to the Fattory, where others take the Charge, 
and arc accountable for all Lodes.

The Bum-boy again fupervifes the Slaves, 
to  do jufticc between Buyer and Seller, and 
by the Cuftom or Law o f the Country, the 
Ship is to hand charged with neither them 
or other EfFetts, till delivered into the Boar. 
However, confidcring what arc their Courts 
o f lufticc, it will behove all Matters to have 
a  diligent Infpc&ion upon the Slaves them- 
.fclvcs, and to keep good Locks and Bolts 

• upon their Goods: for it is here, as at W hy- 
dab, the commoncft People, who cannot ar­
rive at, or forbid Trade, arc all Thieves and
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Beggars, the King and Courtiers chief, butT^Coinc* 
openly more honeft, bccaufc they get more7'** ’ 
by it.

Your Gold-takers arc, ‘Peter Griffin, (the 
King's Brother-in-law) 'Thomas Boon, and 
John Brown. Sometimes Ships fettle an A- 
gency at Mnmbalar, or other neighbouring 
Place, and get confiderablc Trade; I have 
known 70 Slavespurchafed therein a Month, 
with the additional Duty of fix 5Pieces, tand 
giving to the Servants who fetched up the 
Goods, each a Angle Annabals, a bundle of 
Beads, three Knives, and a Dram : with all, 
let your Agreements be as pofitivc as poflibl:, 
for they arc very difficultly kept to their 
Words. . . . .

W hen we arc flaved and out at Sea, it is 
commonly imagined, the Negroes Igno­
rance o f Navigation, w ill always be a Safe­
guard ;  yet, as many of them think rhem- 
lclvcs bought to cat, and more, that Death 
w ill fend them into their own Country,
"there has not been wanting Examples of rifing 
and killing a Ship's Company, diftant from 
Land, rho’ not fo often as on the Coaft; but 
once or twice is enough to (hew, a Matter's 
Care and Diligence ffiould never be over till 
the Delivery, of them. Some Negroes knew 
well enough, that the preferving one white 
Man may anfwcr their Purpofc in an Ex­
change ; however, generally fpcaking, we 
allow greater Liberty in our Paflage, as con­

ducive
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to rhcir Health j  >vp;Jqĉ  tI> c/goat 

large on the Ship's DF<kv fccm.4 dJWifect o , 
Sun-let, give luch as like it^Pip.fs and To­
bacco, and clean and air their Dormitories 
every day.

Having given my Sentiments o f the way 
and method of Trade at different parts of 
the Guinea Coaft, I have (till foxpc remain- 
ing Oblcrvations to make under the chief 
An ides of it , v iz . Slaves, Ivor/y and Gold.

Slave*. Q JLAVES become fo (we arc told) in this 
Country, by W ar, by Muliffs on.dqtnc 

particular Crimes, or Debts which they arc 
unable to dilchargc ; and they arCjboiight,fry, 
us (fomc fay) not as Merchants, bqt Cfiti- 
ftians, to prclcrvc them from Sacrifice and • 

. Cannibals, to convey them to a  Land flowj*. 
ing with more M ilk and Honey, to a better 
Living, better Manners, Virtue,and Religions 
let us examine each of tlicfc Pretences.

Firfty the Negroes. By \Varfor the moil 
parr iy  meant Robbery of inland, dcfcncclefs 
Creatures, who arc hurried down to the 
Goaft with the greater Cruelty, as it is from 
a contented,; tho’ a very poor Life. Trade 
has improved the Robbers, but as all arc not

alike



alike expert, or alike Villains, it  is alterable, 
ebbs and flows, and at Tome places we have r“ '' 
never yet had any.

1. The Negroes become Slaves to one 
another, by Mul&s impolcd on (ome fort of 
Crimes, or Debts contraftcd beyond theit 
Ability to dilchargc. Few come to us this 
w ay;  for tho' much Artifice and Revenge 
might mix in their Talaavers (lufticiary 
Courts) yet their Jurifdiction extends not be­
yond their own Towns, when Sclf-ptcfcrva- 
tion w ill teach them more regard to Jufticc 
for their own fakes, left the Relations of 
thofc fcntcnccd (hould revenge it, and alfo 
bccaufc the Barbarity would cncrcalc an En­
mity to the Rulers, the Punithment falling 
on Neighbours of the fame Country, Com­
plexion, Language, and Religion.

W e who buy Slaves, fay we confer a Good, 
removing them to a better ftatc both o f Tem­
porals and Spirituals; the latter, few have the 
Hypocrify (among us) to "own, and therefore 
I (hall only touch on the former.

They live indeed, according to our E u­
ropean Phrafe, very pobr and mean, deftitute 
almoft o f the common Ncccflarics o f Life j
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flyrGuinrabiit never ftarve, that is peculiar to trading 
Rcptiblicks; then who is judge of thcirWanis, 
thcmfelvcs, or we ? Or what docs Poorncis 
mean? more than a found, to fignify we 
havc.thar which another docs not want. Do 
not many men in politer Nations, renounce 
the World for Cloiftcrs and Defarts, and 
placcagrcatcrhappincfs in preferving their In­
nocence, than enjoying even the Ncccflarics 
o f L ife; nay,oftcn ravifhed with the ncglcttof 
them. Wherever therefore Contentment can 
dwell, tho' under the meanefl Circumftanccs, 
it is a barbarous Corruption to ftile filch 
poor, for they have every thing they defire, 
or, which is much the fame, are happily ig­
norant of any thin" more dcfirablc.

T o remove Negroes then from their 
Homes and Friends, where they arc at cafe, 
to a ftrangc Country, People, and Language, 

.muft be highly offending againft the Laws 
of natural Jufticc and Humanity j  and cfpc- 
cially when this change is to hard Labour, 
corporal Puniflimenr, and fer M afters they 
with at the D------ 1.

W care Acccflarics by Trade, to all that 
Cruelty of their Countrymen, which has 

■fubjc&ed them to the Condition of Slaves, 
little better in our Plantations, than that of 
C attle ; the Rigour o f their ufage having 
made lbmc hundreds o f them at Jamaica 
run away into * barren Mountains, where 
they chute to truft Providcacc w ith- their 

• ‘  - Sub_
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Subfiftance, rather than their Fellow .Ckri. 7****«*  
/Hans {now) in the Plantations. Tr*it‘

S la v e s  differ in their Goodnefs; thofe 
from the G old  C oajl arc accounted beft, be­
ing cleaned limbed, and more dociblc b/ 
our Settlements than others; but then the/ 
arc, for that very rcafon, more prompt to 
Revenge, and murder the Inffruments of 
their Slavery, and alfo aptcr in the means to 
compafsit.

To Windward they approach in Goodnefs 
as is the diftancc from the Gold Coaft;  fo, 
as. at G am bia , or S ierra leon , to be much 
better, than at any of the interjacent places.

To Leeward from thence, they alter gra­
dually for the worfc s an A ngolan  N egro  
is a Proverb for worthlcflhefs; and they mend 
(if we may call it fo) in that way, till you 
come to the H otten to ts , that is, to the 
Southermoft Extremity of A frica .

1 have obferved how our Trading is ma­
naged for Slaves, when obliged to be car­
ried on aboard the Ship. —  Where there arc 
Fa&ories, ( G ambia, S ierra leon , t h e  G old  
Coaft, IVhydah, Calabar, Cabenda , and A n­
g o la ,) we arc more at large ; they arc l'oid 
in open Market on fhorc, and examined by 
us in like manner, as our Brother Trade 
do Bcaffs in S m i t h f e l d ; the Countenance, 
and Stature, a good Set of Teeth, Pliancy 
in their Limbs and joints, and being free 

M i  of
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18o -  A  V oyV g e to Guinea,
TkGilinttbf Venereal Tainr, arc the things infpetted, 
7raA' and governs .our. choice in buying.

The bulk of them arc country People, flu- 
pid as is thclrdiftancc from the Converfe of 
the C oz ft-N egro es , car ali day if  Victuals is 
before them > or if not, let i: alone without 
Com plaint; part without Iears with their 
W ives, Children, and Countiy, and.arc more 
affc&cd with Pain than Death: yet in this 
indocile State, the Women retain a Modefty^ 
for tho' ftripped of that poor Clout which 
covers their Privities (as I knew the IVby dabs 
generally do) they w ill keep fquatted all 
day long on board, to hide them.

W hy d a b  Slaves arc more lubjcdl to Small- 
Pox, and lore Eyes; other parts to a fleepy 
Diftemper, and to Windward, E xom phalos s. 
There arc few inftanccs of Deformity any 
w here; even their Nobles know nothing of 
chronical Diilcmpcrs, nor their Ladies, of the 
Vapours. Tlicir flattilh Nolcs arc owing to 
a continued grubbing in their Infancy a- 
gainft their Mother’s Backs, being tied within 
the T om ee, whether upon Travel orBufinefs, 
for a year or two, the time of their lucking.

1VORT.
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I V O R Y .

IV O R Y  is a Commodity fold all the 
Coaft over, but, like the Slaves, more in 

l'omc parts than others, and (applied thence 
to all the Weftern World. It is In'Teeth or 
Scrtvelios. The Teeth arc the large, weigh­
ing from jo  to an hundred weight, arc worth 
double the other at home i  thefe felling for 
ten or twelve pounds, when thofc do noc 
for above $ l. a hundred.

The Scre'Jelios arc fmall, from fifteen 
doWrt to four Pounds w eight; among thefe 
laft arc fold us to W indward, the Teeth of 
the Hippopotamus, or Sea-Horfe, catchcii 
in the Rivers Nunes and Gambia, about 
16 Inches long, a white Ivory, but fo brittle 
as not to be cafily worked.

The Rule upon the Coaft is, that when 
four will weigh an hundred weight, they (hall 
all be accounted Teeth, and paid for as fuejV 
tho* one or two of them be never fo fm all; 
for the more Teeth cncrcafcin their weight* 
the better the Ivory, and makes amends foQ 
the lmallncfs of the other.

At Gambia, the points of them arc often 
found broken, from the Elephant's grubbing 
againft rocky Ground;  at other times, yoa 

M  j  fee
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7 ?/Guinea fee them flawed, or they arc light in pro- 
portion to their bigncls, Circumftanccs that 
abate their value.

I have been often ruminating, how the 
trading Negroes conic by thefe Elephants 
Teeth, and find they exchange our Euro­
pean Commodities with the inland Natives 
for them 5 but whether they again fhoot the 
Elephants, or find their Teeth in travelling 
through the Woods and Defarts, is uncertain. 
Their Rivers and Canoos indeed, help to ex­
tend their Knowledge a vaft way through 
the Country, and there arc i'dmc Accounts 
that tell us, the Negroes feituued upon thefe 
Rivers (like the Americans) make Excur- 
fiom or Voyages of a month or two, from 
their Habitations.

Mr. Tlunket of Sierraleon, and others of 
above twenty years experience in thofc parts, 
have informed me, that Elephants move and 
change their Failure in very large Herds; 
that they have feen Droves upon the Banks 
of the Gambia, of a tlioufand and fifteen 
hundred together> that they arc bold, have 
a tough Calc, forage lcls thaD Horlcs, and 
look out much better: from the Circum- 
flance o f number, and boldncfs of their 
March (laid to be in a line) they Item fc- 
curcd from any attacks of the timorous Na­
tives, who mull come very rear, or their 
Skin is impenetrable by Fire-arms. Bcfidcs, 
Ivory was the Trade of Guinea, before the
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ufcofthcm, towhich Imayadd, the weighty ̂ ^ unC:» 
Teeth come to Sale in a lefs number than"""' 
the S c r e v e l io s  $ altogether perfuading me, 
they arc not (hot, but that the larger Size 
arc Teeth of Elephants who have died na­
turally, and which being grown to their ut- 
moft Pcrfc&ion and Solidity, withftand a 
very confiderablc Elapfc of time, without 
decay or mouldering; and that the S c r e v e ­
lio s  arc probably fuch as arc (hed when young, 
the like as we meet in the human Species, 
or as Bucks do their Horns, which the Na­
tives by practice know where to look for.
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G O L D .

T HE Gold o f G uinea  is moflly traded 
for at the G old  C oafl (thence denomi­

nated) and is either in  F etijb , in  Lum p, or 
in  D u ft.

The F etijb -G o ld  is that which the N e­
g r o e s  call into various Shapes, and wear as 
Ornaments at their Ears, Arms, and Legs, 
but chiefly at their Head, entangled very 
dextroufly in the Wool,- it is fo called, from 
fomc Superftition ’we do not well underftand) 
in the Form, or iu their Application and 
Ufc, commonly mixed with fomc bafer 

M  4. Meta*



J^ ^ M w k lta b c jh d g c d 'a f id ijfV h c  TonchvStdhc, 
' * and skill of'the Buyer you rtsmployuoa yir.'j 

if The ■ Lumpy, or Rock Goldyis m .pieces of 
different weights; p retended L to be -brought 
out of Mines; -1. fa w-one o f thefe w hicb Mr. 
P hips had at Gape Corfo, weighing thirty 
Ounces; they arc always fufpefted to  be ar­
tific ial andby the cunning Fellows in Trade, 
:Caft fo, to hide fome bafer mature of Silver, 
'Copper or Brafs: wherefore it is .not fafe 
m illing to the antique, dirty look, but.;fo 
cur o r  nm^irfor fatisfaQionno-: jntflib oo;

<DuJi Gold is the common Traffiek,:i<hc 
beft comes hither from the neighbouring, in­
land Kingdoms of ‘Dwktra, slhim ,  a n d ^ e -  
ckna, and is got (w e arc told) our ofithc 
(River-Sands. Tagus in Portugal was .once 
-fo fam ed; * ■ v *jfc:T at:;

. .>.••0 5 1 '! yd Luc tgni
Ornnis arena Tagi, quodque in  mars 'vah itu r 

aartim. ’• •'? ’.r-A a u u
Juvenal.'Safinf?.

< jf jii n i . -  ,f|uG - it.:cj i c  tn $  c
The Natives dig Pits nigh the Water-falls 

o f Mountains abounding w ith  .this'Mfcra$; 
the Pondcrofity o f their Particles finkirtg 
them there : andthcnrwitlv incredible Pains 
and Induftry, they wafh thc’Earth arid Sand 
in Trays and’Veflcls t ill it-all fwims off, add 
they cfpy at bottom now and then tw o or 
three fhining Grains of Gold that pays them 
(without great Fortune)-only as Labourers.::
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.tmThis-isihd mofl probabld Account, hoW™'G'S«* 
they come by their Gold on this Goaft: Fot"^"' 
it'Ir-were through Mines, and from Kingdoms 
To nearly ̂ bordering on our Factories as A r- 
cana(whence the belt and pureft) it would 
dong linccy 1 imagine, have tempted us, or 
the D u tch  to have dilpoflcflcd the Natives, 
and worked them iolcly to  our own ufc.
. .Gold Duft is not gathered at an/ part of 
the tim e River, it’s laid, but at convenient 
Spotsincareft the Mountains; bccaufcwhci 
too diftant from the Floods that wafh through 

rM ina , their W eight buries them too deep, 
or difperfes their Particles too widely, toah- 
fwee the Labour of Searching, 

ad; Mailers o f Ships cuftomarily hire a N i- 
:dvc, at fo much per month, for this part of 
the Trade * he has a quicker light at know­
ing, and by Practice, readier at feparatieg 
ithc drolfy and folfc Gold, with which tlic 
true has ever fome Mixture, to impol'c cn 
unskilful People.' This impute Stuff is called 
Crackra, a Pin or brafs Dull, current upon 
th^Gold Coaft among thcmfclvcs, but is a 
grofs Ghcat in Tra/fick, fome o f it is very 
bad.

The way to feparare, is by copper B lov- 
pans,lhapcd like  Fire-Shovels j  into this your 
Gold-taker throws three or four Ounces at 
a  time, and by gently tolling; and blowing 
upon it, the liglucft being the felfc, flics off-: 
the larger Grains he diferiminates by his lighr,

and
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W/Guiwaand feparates by his Fingers widi a w onder 
ful dexterity. *

Their way o f counting Gold at the Fac­
tories, is by Ounces, Bcndccs, and Marks, 
Icflcr arc Dumbays, and Doccys, or Toccusj 
i z  o f this, or 24 o f thar, n m c  an A ccy , 
(about j  s )

A ll referve it in Leather Pouches, and at 
L ond on , the Gold-Smith- runs it down in a 
* Crucible at two pence p e r  Ounce;  it’s 
kept diflolvcd for the Evaporation of Drols, 
(perhaps one Ounce in a hundred) and then 
caft into a folid Bar $ a Chip from it he fends 
to the Aflay-maftcr in the T ou er , who by 
his Office is Judge, and on a fmall Fee, figns 
back a Note of it‘$ Value, that is, how much 
above, or under Sterling $ and fo amounts to 
a Shilling or two over or under 4/. a T roy  
Ounce.

186 . / / V o y a g e  to Guinea,

O ur Return upon the Gold Coajl.

A T our coming hither in O ttob er \r£\ 
we underftood every where that the 

Pyrates under the Command of R ob er ts , had 
been plundering the Ships down the whole

■-»
* Made of a peculiar Earth from Germany, and bear (thofc 

tilt axe good) the so il intjnfc heat.
Coalh



Coafl, but were then fuppofed gone ofF:GojdCcaiL' 
the latcd Account o f any who had differed, 
being inAuguft lad. W e therefore, under no 
Apprehenfion of their Return, divided the 
Provifions had been fent hither from England 
to us, and leaving the IVeyrnoutb (the word 
difablcd Ship of the two) in Cape Corfo 
Road, drctch’d away to Windward again, 
the Beginning of November, in order to 
matin, by the Purchafc o f Slaves, and im­
prifling Sailors from the Merchant Vcflcls > 
the latter we had little Occafion of, their ill 
Treatment, and bad Diet (or a Pretence of 
it) making them all Volunteers that could 
be fpared.

At Succondd'we heel'd and ferubbed Ship, 
a Ledge of Rock fhooting from the weflern 
Point nigh a League, making it a fmoothcr 
Sea than any of the neighbouring Places; 
and this little Check given to the Water, 
we obl'crvcd, made the Bay flow a foo: 
or two higher than any part of the plain Coafl.

At ‘D ixcove, the Windermod of our Gold- 
Coad Factories, we heard by the Carlton, 
that the Soldiers who had come out under 
our Convoy for the African  Company's Ser­
vice at Gambia, had unhappily mutiny'd 
with Captain Maffey one of their Ofliccrs; 
difdaining the bad ufage of the Merchants 
who had the Command and Victualling of 
them, they lpikcd up the Guns, and retir’d 
to the Ship which had brought them over,
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GoidCcoft-fthe Bumper') and thereby adjoint Con Cent 
of G eorge L rr jjth e r  the fccond Mate, and 
Tome of the Sailors, proceeded to Sea j  the 
EfFett of which, f e e  in  t h e  H ifiory  o f  t h e  
T y r o l  es .

At A pollon ia  we found all our old Ac­
quaintance were gone: The Queen that had 
two or three Months ago fent eff a ‘D a jb ee  
o f  four A ccy s , was lately, with her People, 
forced to move to A ffinee.

There arc a numerous People called Son- 
t i e s ,  or A JJanties,  extending a long way 
on the back of them, who derive a confi.dc-. 
rablc Trade to the Coaft, particularly at A *  
namaboo. This Nation, provoked by the fre­
quent Depredations, and ‘P a rtyo rrs of the 
A pollontans, had lately been down and 
drove them from thoir Habitations jtho'them- 
fclvcs, unwilling to own the Roguery,'.ipy.it 
has proceeded from the lnftigatibn o f Jp#  
Conny their Neighbour and Competitor.,, A? 
A ffin ee therefore, we found them preparing 
to  revenge this Injury, buying up all, o.ur 
trading Arms at a good Price, andgivipg . i  
Fowl for every Flint we could fparc, (there; 
being no fuch thing in the Couhery.) T h ey  
arc as fcarlcfs as any of the Colour, both in 
Trade and W ar, and promife thcmfelvcs an 
Amendment of their Fortune, which, by ac­
counts fincc, I hear they have accomplifhcd 
againft Conny,

1 8 8 A  Vo v a-g e t o  Guinea,

A t



At Cape T hree T o ih t s  we found our Wa-G«MCoaJl. 
tcr-Pond almoft dried up, tho' the Wind at
S. E. had lately brought on two or three 
heavy Showers of Rain, and they failing, 
conlhnt thick Fogs in the day, and what is 
very unufual at the diftancc we anchor, Dews 
in .rhc. night on board : T h e C urren t to 
W eft Ward. In this Bay, two or three Even­
ings running, we faw a monftrous Fifh hea­
vily moving about the Ship, divided into 
eight or ten different Parts, each as large as 
a Thornback, finking immediately at the 
throwing over a Hook ; the Sailors call it a 
rf ) e v i lF i j b .  F ir e -F lie s  alfo, (common to 
warm Latitudes,) flew 3bout in the night; 
an Infect that makes the like light in the 
A ir, as G low  W orm s on the Ground.

W hat 1 lhall farther obferve from this 
Cruilc or the Circuit we have made, 1 never 
yet met either o f thofc uleful Animals, a 
Dog or a Horfc, among the Natives t the 
latter, B ofm an  (who writes of G uinea) fays, 
arc numerous in-land j  and of the other,, 
t h e i r  B ark  tu rn s  t o  a  H o w l in  t h r e e  o r  
f o u r  B rood s , t h e i r  E a rs an d  Colour in c lin in g  
t o  a  Fox. Thofc Ihavclccn,and nothithetto 
mentioned, arc, among Q uadruped s, the Car,
Hare, Rat, Lizzard, Boar, Porcupine, Civet- 
Cat, Camclion, and Petto or Sluggard, 
from the Slowncfs of his M arch; he will 
grow lean in the time he takes to alccnd a 
Tree, and never comes down till he has de­

voured
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GoJdCcaiJ.vourcd all the Fruit. Birds, the Parrot, Para- 
quet, Pheafanr, Partridge, Wild-Duck, Tur­
tle-Dove, Snipe, Kite, and others. F/Jb, the 
Jack, Plaifc, Sole, Bream, Thcrnback, Dab, 
LobQcr, Crab, Shrimp, & c. Reptiles,  the 
Toad, Scorpion, Ccntipcs.
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Brafil, and  /̂  Weft-Indies* i g t
P yn m .

P Y R A T E S .

A S Roberts the Pyracc, by the bold 
Sweep made in Augufl, had (truck a 

Pannick into the Traders, we were fcvcral 
times in our late Cruife alarmed with Stories 
of their being again to W indward;  which 
kept us Tlying, till others contradicting 
fuch Report, and confidcrcd with the rafh- 
nds of the Attempt, returned us to our Ren- 
dcfvouz in Cape Corfo Road, where we had 
fcarcc well arrived, before Mr. Phips re­
ceived Intelligence by two or three Canoos 
difpatched to him, of Vcffels chafed and 
taken by them a few Leagues off, commit­
ting great Cruelties. They were well manned, 
we underftood, having incrcafcd their num­
ber greatly by this double Expedition, and 
the Reputation of their Succcfs ; the Seamen 
every where entering, notwithftanding our 
neighbourhood, and where they refufed, by 
report, 'twas oftner thro’ Fear, than any dc- 
teftation of the Practice.

The Conclufion from our Advices, was to 
follow them to Wbydah 5 for avoiding th.s 
Road, ( which it might be imagined they 
would do, in refpeft to our being there) the 
next and chicfcft Place for Booty was there.
W e miffed them however by 2+ hours,- but

foi-



Fjmw. following quickly to Cape Lopez, luckily 
fixed the Limits of their Navigation ; their 
Drunkennds, Inadvertency, and Dilordcr, 
making them fall an cafy Prize to us.

Dilciplinc is certainly an excellent Path 
to Vi&ory > we fee it through all Nations, 
who in fomc ages arc warlike, in others cf- 
fcminatc. Courage, locutory or military, 
like a  Trade, is gained by an Apprcnticc- 
Ihip. The Coward to-day, msy feven years 
hence become a brave Fellow, and metamor- 
phofed again, perhaps by a bad W ife, or o- 
thcr adverfc Fortune. What makes our 
M ilitia laughed ar, even by Men draughted 
from them? only bccaufc they wane that 
conftant Dilciplinc, the red Coat and martial 
Law, that makes the other terrible: Every 
Man in Handing Troops, is in a School of 
Excrcifc, where, if  not dull, he may acquire 
the Tread, the Talk, and Courage of a Hero.* 
Subordination is an Eficntial ;o it in this 
very Dilciplinc \ the Gentleman brought up 
ever fo tamely, finding a Courage with his 
Commiflion, and for the moft part, increas­
ing as he becomes a. Captain, a Colonel, or 
a  General. The Pyrates, tho' ftngly Fellows 
o f Courage, yet wanting luch a T yc o f  Or­
der, lomc Director to unite that Force, were 
a contemptible Enemy, neither killed nor 
wounded us a man in taking them, and mult

•  Tbeie'i Ixa the twinkling of a Star,
B«we<n a  Man of react and War. Umf.

ever,
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cycfeuiP thqn^ap ircua ift^bccs, \bc the Fat^Pywej. *
oi (uch Rajifey*K  i

\y.c found:in ( the three, Ships about .200 
Eng/iflimeti, 00 or 70 ltout N egro Slaves, 
great plenty. o f tracing Goods, and, what 
njprc: attracted tile ifcyc, a,large quantity o:
Gold, Duft,. by- computation, 8 or 10000L 
tiic^pajrchc? made, and the Diligence of tjie 
0 »mccrsin thofc Searches, imagining them-!
1^'es to have fonic (hare in the Heap, mak.es 
ihat Sum very probable ; the Pyrates them- 
fci,vp« giving out double: for all which, the 
(^qgimandcr at home obtained the Privy- 
Sea,.
|l(7 ihe People, their Wives, .and Widow?, 

who thought thehnclvcs injurcd in this Scclu- 
lion, painoned the Lords-CommiiUoncrsof 
t^ A ifo iira lty , the Secretaries,, and other 0 1 : 
beets, of State, for a Recall o f this. Grany 

Aiufpiciis. The Officers joined alio in
■'Petition for the t -----oH i-----:/s lytVr

polition, to obtain for than the Divifion of 
M  Sum they might^rQVfl, oyer,and. above 
SHWFiiff*?* fu g g e d ,tn  obtaining thc,Priy)v- 
?cal p-T—and with t.hqfimp:Swells. £ih 
t V fo  teturn from,this fcxeut/jon j the. nujn? 
ber, o i qur 1’tifQucrs gav.c a gtwr^dcal pfhffc, 
tjguc and uncaOnqfs,, dufinga favWccks P/ik 
Ugc, led the danger qfftftflltcc (hould pcompf 
tjicm to fomc dcfpctatc: Attempt to t rJlcif 
Liberty j but arriving lafe at Cape Corfo~$- 
gain,- they were there brought iQ.thctt3fcyaU,

N hang'd,
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?)T»:es. hang'd, or acquitted ;  the Court allowing 
for the Office of Regifter,

26 Days Attendance, at $0 s.'s /. s. d. 
p e r  D iem , for which at > 26 00 o
home 4  was deduced-----  )

The Provoft, 7 s .  o d .  p e r  D iem  9 1 5 0

The General o f the Coaft gave the Table, 
which made the whole Charge reft upon thofc 
two Articles, the chcapcft fincc the Reforma­
tion.

194 d  Vo y a  g e  t o  Guinea,

S i. George de E  L  M I N  A .

our Stay in the Road, an | 3 Officer or two o f us took an Interval 
to wait on Mr. Butler, the DireGor-General 
for the D u tch  at St. George de Elmina, three 
Leagues to W indw ard; he received us fo 
much the morckindiy, that in eighteen years 
which he had refided on th? Coaft, he had 
fcldombccn vifited by his Countrymen, and' 
o f late, not at all, which he imputed to the 
Mifunderftandings that were frequently hap­
pening between him and his Neighbour, Mr.
*Phips, on account o f Trade;  they could 
not pay him this Compliment without offend­
ing the other. His Table had ton Dilhes of

Vi&ualsj



Victuals, an extraordinary Shew in a partElmina* 
of fuch Scarcity, with variety of Beer and 
W ine, and an attendance of fix N egro  Ser­
vants, each a gold Chain about his Neck, 
the largenefs diflinguifhing Grandeur, as fine 
Cloth or Lace docs a Livery.

After Dinner, Mr. B u tle r  gave us four 
gold Rings a-piccc, (the Make of the Coun­
try) a Trifle, he laid, to remember him, and 
then (Hewed us their Apartments and Storc- 
houfes, large, and well flocked.

The Caftlc, taken from the T o r tu gu e fe  
in 163 s, is a Quadrangle, like that of Cape 
Corjb, bur has a double Dirch round, cur 
out o f a Rock, which like Bafins hold the 
Rain-water, and give additional Strength; 
a populous N egro  Town at the foot of it, 
under their Protection.

From hence, we retired for the Afternoon 
to a Summer-houfe in his Garden, and in 
the Evening his Officers attended us to the 
Boat, where we wcrcflill followed with Marks 
of undeferved RefpeCt, three or four Rooves 
of B ra fil Sugar, (then a Commodity) and ac 
putting off, a Salute of nine Guns. The 
worft part of our Fare came afterwards, when 
we could nor commend this Hofpitality and 
Gcncrofity of Mr. B u tle r , without indired 
Reflexions upon our own Cafllc.

On the i l l  of M ay * 7 21, we lcfCCapc 
C orfo , ffor my own part, l hope till Doom's- 
Day) and^on the third, came down to IVby- 

N .1 dah.
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dab. Here we took a Sailor cut of a Tor. 
tuguefe Ship, that had been a Confederate in 
feizing Captain Rovjry's Vcflcl, as mentioned 
before at St. Thomas's j  he, on the Reflexion 
of his Crime, and a Fear of worfc Evil, cut 
hisThroar, and died. About this time I was 
appointed Turfer to the Weymouth, (a Bur- 
fier, the Ofliccr in Colleges, that takes care 
of their Accounts) every body being dead al- 
rnoft, that could do i t : and with Rclu&ancy 
in me, bccaufc not skill’d in the Employ, and 
neither Cooper, Steward, or Ncccfi'aries on 
board j  but the Indulgence I expected on 
thcjfe accounts from a worthy Commander, 
and fomc little Advantage in quitting the 
Surgeon’s Employ, were Perfualives.

From 1Vhydal>i both Mcn-of- W ar (leered 
away for Cape Lopez, to wood and water, 
in order for the IVejl-Indies.

Cape L  0  P  £  Z .

APE Lopez makes a fafe and pleafanr 
Bay, our anchoring in 20 Fathom W a­

ter, the Cape N W  B N, the Watering-place 
S B E, each a mile and half dilbncc.

Coming in, we bring the Cape S. S. W . 
to avoid what mofl Charts lay down, the 
Shoal called Frenchman's Bank, about 2 
League and half N. N. E. from the Capey
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and fomc fay there are other Shoals betw een^ '1*?**- 
that and the Mam to the Northward.

The Cape is low and flccp, yet looks 
bluff with Trees, has fomc Savannahs behind, 
the refort of Buffaloes; I have feen a dozen . 
head at a time here, which, when you arc 
minded to hunt or fhoor, the Negroes arc 
ready to a (11 ft. The Bay iswellftorcd with 
Fifh. and the Country affords Plantains, Goats,
Fowls,and particularly grey Parrots, alt cheap 5 
hut their principal trading Commodities arc 
Wax in Cakes, and Honey, exchanged with 
us on cafy terms, for Linnen, Calicos, Stuffs,
Pewter Spoons, Knives, & c. and it is the 
Seal of all Bargains, to take hold of one a- 
nothcr's Hands and fay, ‘Palaaver fuquebah.

ToUy or Wood, is after the rate of a Fa­
thom, for an old Guinea Sheet; their Water 
free, and cafy come at, but is a Banding 
Pool, and not to wcll-taftcd therefore as 
Springs.

The Natives arc harmlcfs and inoffenfive, 
never fell one another. But when Ships come 
in, flock towards the Bay with W ax, Honey, 
a few Teeth, and little Gold ; which lafl, 1 
rather believe, is brought thither, bccautc no: 
one o f them teemed to know the Value of it.
They arc timorous, and therefore have their 
Habitations at a diflancc from the Sea, few 
of them venturing on board a Ship; feared.
1 fuppofc* by the Tricks have formerly bcc.i 
put upon them by our Traders: fo. that we 

N j  bat-
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C^upex-battcr altogether on fhorc, where they attend 
for that purpofe.

Their famiiiar Salute at meeting, is by 
clapping their hands two or three times, to 
one another. To a Superior, (the Cabiceer, 
or the Aged) they bend the Knee, railing firft 
their Hands to thcout-pattsof their Shoulders 
or Arms, then patting the othcr'iHands gently 
three times, they cry Chamba at each rime, 
and retreat with three times capping their
own h an d s :----- toprofefs an extraordinary
Friend {hip to you,they raife your Hand as high 
as they can reach.

Many o f them have borrowed Names 
from the Europeans that put in here, and arc 
plcafcd when you w ill adopt them to wear 
fuch a Cognizance of your Remembrances 
they do not lollicit this Favour till after feve- 
ral views, that they fee lbmcthing to be ad­
mired, or that the Perfon asked, has a fancied 
Sympathy of Temper, or likcncfs with them- 
Rives.

As they come down to trade in Tribes, 
each has a Captain or Leader, who always 
craves or claims fomc ‘Ddjbec, before you 
ftrike a Bargain with any o f the other N e­
groes-y a Bottle of Brandy, a Sabre, Knife, 
or any ordinary Apparel is acceptable; the 
C h ie f loves to diftinguift himlc t by an Imi­
tation of our Drefs, and is often fo prepof- 
tcroufly fetout with Hat, W ig, and Breeches, 
that he makes a fifty times more ridiculous^

and
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fcaramouch Figure, than any of his nakcdc,* l̂j0?e7* 
Dependants.

J a c o b u s  was one of thefe; he takes on 
him the T itle of King, without knowing 
the meaning, and came on board to vifir us 
in a very antick Figures an old Sailor's W ig 
turned upfidedown, half a pair of Breeches,
Jacket, Hat, & C. yet this Man feemed-to b e  
reverenced much by the others, and in drink­
ing, two of them always held up a Cloth be­
fore his Face, that he might not be fecn;  the 
Cufiom fccnis to have a State in it, and bor­
rowed perhaps from fomc neighbouring Mo­
narch : He of M on om o ta p a , it is faid, never 
drinks, but the Court put up their Prayers with 
a loud Voice, which being heard by others, 
is tranfmitted over the whole Town.

As J a c o b u s  and his Company grew drunk,
(for they fwallowcd nothing but Bumpers of 
Brandy) I obferved this Refpoff was laid afidc j 
and what was a greater Misfortune, the Prince 
and his Retinue beheld with winking Eyes, 
all their Hovels on fire afliorc : The Occafion 
this s we happening to have all our Colours 
flying, and fomc Guns let off in honour of 
the 28th of M ay, another Leader on (horc 
mifinterpreting it as a particular Rcfpe£k to 
J a co b u s , grc\V jealous, icizcd his Houle du­
ring the Revel, his -Wives, and his ‘Dajbcrs, 
drank up all his Brandy, car all his Visuals, 
cudgelled his People, and fet both hisHoufes 
on fire.
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C»//Lop«: j^cxt Morning,on unravelling the Myftcry, 
rhe Surprize was over, and all became good* 
Friends again. They have very little Know­
ledge or U feof Fire-Arms, bccaufc no Trade 
fcarcc; their Weapons being Spears, Arrows, 
and Clubs, and it is a bloody Battle among* 
them, when half a dozen of a fide arc knocked 
down.
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Brafily and t h e  JVeJi-Indies.

FR O M  Cape L o p e z  (patting with the 
Coaft) wc came in fight o f the Ifland 

A n n a b on a , the Breezes fniall at South, and 
Calms alternatively; hereabout wc cruifcd 
three or four days, for our Confort the S'tval- 
/o-jo, that fomc how or other was feparated; 
and m illing her, bore away for Brajtl.

In the Paflage it may be fird obferved, 
that when wc had failed ninety Lcaguestothc 
W ed ward, and got in to ?0 * S. the Winds 
that were at South veered, fo as to become 
a true S E. Trade>  that carried us four or fire
K n o ts.-------And dill as wc advanced farther
Wedward, it blew frclbcr at E S E. 7 , s, 
and 9 K n o t s  co>ndantIy, with neither Thuti- 
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dcr nor Lightning. S iu tere , whether this 
diftance is not a proper Medium to allow for 
the Attraction of all Exhalations by the Land $ 
at leaf! that they confidcrably abate after that 
length from all Shores, allowing for Latitude, 
and as they arc Montainous or Plain. W e 
fee within this Dimenfion, (plainly) that it 
takes off the Influence of the Sun, and varys 
the T rad e  W ind towards itfc lf: Nor is it lb 
aftonilhing, flnee Animals thcmfclvcs obey>. 
fcvcral forts of Filhand Fowl have a periodical 
return to fuch and fuch places, and not fo, 
o f thofc inhabiting the more liable Element 
of Land : Wherefore it is highly rational to 
think, that as the fluid Elements they live in 
yield t o  th e  a t t r a c t i v e  T o w e r  o f  the E a rth  
a n d  T la n e t s , fo alfo their Inhabitants have 
their InftinCt more lcnflbly fated by them.

S econd ly , in this T ra d e .Wind failing, we 
arc every day diverted with flying Fifh, Bo- 
nctos, and Sea-Fowl j the Sails require little 
labour in trimmings the Ship goes Heady, and 
the Bowl unflung j  fo that at leaving fuch a 
Country we might cheerfully flag,

H ow  happy w e r e  w e ,  w h en  t h e  fV ind b lew  
a b a f t !

One of thc.fe cheerful Evenings, eleven at 
night, the full Moon became totally cclipfcd, 
a Darknefs furptizing, as it was unexpected ; 
when (he had recovered her Light, we re­

peated
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our Sacrifice in Bowls, and fell into Reflec­
tions and Admiration o f that Power which 
lupports the Regularity of the planetary Mo­
tions, and the Sublimity of that Art which 
can fo cxaftly calculate them : They demon? 
ftratc the Sphericity of the Earth, bccaufc 
Countries, as they arc farther Eaft or Weft, 
obferve them hours fooncr or later, accord­
ing to their Longitude, which could not be 
on a Plain, but vifiblc to all at once.

This Longitude therefore in a general View, 
is the fame thing as Time, the difference of 
it being the diftancc Eaft and Weft o f any 
two places, allowing 1 j  Degrees, or 300 
Leagues to an Hour; the whole 24 being 
loft or gained in a Circum-navigation o f the 
Globe, Weft or Eaftward.

A natural, tho' hitherto incorrect way of 
eftimating the Parts of Longitude in thofi 
Runs, till Inftrumcnts and Rules arc dis­
covered, is, I think, Firjt, to make exad 
Tables of the Sun’s Rifings and Settings, at 
Places commonly departed from, and thole 
we go to for every day in the year : and then, 
Secondly, to carry two proved Watches of 
equal Goodnefs. kept in equal Warmth, and 
freeft from Motion and Weather, to mcafuic 
the difference of time where you are, by 
the lame edge of the Sun the Tables were 
made from j the Minutes fooncr or later, ac­
cording as you go Eaft or W eft, is fo many

Leagues
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Leagues of Longitude for that day. I would 
infinuatc by rhisonly my Opinion, that thofc 
literal Im p ro v e r s  of Time, the Watch Makers, 
bid as fair for the Difcftvcry of Longitude as 
the Aftronomcr j  for if  Watches can be made 
not to err above two or three Minutes in the 
time a Ship is running i ooo Lcaguc$,or if  they 
do err more, a Rule could be found how 
much, (like as an Azimuth corrc&s the com­
mon Compafs j ) or if any M ovem en t could be 
depended on only from Obfervation to Ob- 
fervation, then the Error would be no greater 
thanwjiat is met in different Quadrants, ob- 
1'crving Latitude. As it is, ir feems a proper 
Method to correct or aflift the prefent Rules 
o f calculating meridional Diftancc.

W e made this Paflage of 8 or 900 Leagues 
to  B ra ji l in three Weeks 5 but having clfc- 
whcrc given my Obfcrvqtions on the Coun­
try, I fhall only take notice thit the T rad e  
blowing very freffr,' and bringing in a great 
Swell, we haftened from the Coaft to our 
intended Ports in the IVeJl-Infas.

In our Progrefs thither^ a Renark or tw o: 
F ir jl , that in the Navigation from B ra jil, 
we croflcd the yEquinottial, two or three 
Degrees W. ofCapc R oqu e , keeping on with 
a pTeafanr S E. T rad e that gradually leflened* 
and in North Latitude, left us in Calms, 
Rains, and uncertain Squalls, (varyinground 
the Compafs ;)That this continued for fcvcral 
days, till we drew in or near the Parallel of

Barbados,
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B arbados, and then we as gradually had 
obtained the T rad e  to Northward of the Eaft, 
running r$o Leagues with it, that is, to B a r­
bados.

S econ d ly , The' rcafon o f Calms, and Rains 
met in Latitudes between 4 0 0 and 11 * a N. 
(with a little Variation, as the Sun is of this 
or that fide the Equino&ial) is probably 
from a Conteft between the N E. and S E. 
T ra d e ; but whether the paflingthem be more 
favourable far to the Ealhvard or VVeftward, 
I am uncertain.
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B A R B A D O S .

BA R B A D O S  was difeovered by Sir Barbados.
Ham C a rter , in King J a m e s  l’s time, 

planted to little purpofc until 1627 ; fincc 
which, the Crops have been fo advantageous; 
as to have railed the Price o f Ground thirty 
fold.

W e anchored here in C arlijle-B ay  the be­
ginning of A ugu jl, the refort of mod Ship­
ping who load at this Ifland. The Bay .s 
made by N eedham  a n d  \Pelican ‘P o i n t s ; the 
Anchorage 20 Fathom, fo clear Water that 
you may fee to the bottom; but fo foul and 
focky, that the Cables arc always buoy’d up 
with Cask. In the bottom of the Bay Hands
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B u b i d o i . Bridgetown, the principal of the Ifland, and 

is the Rcfidcncc of the Governor, Factors, 
and Merchants,who tranfaft their Bufinefs here 
and at their Plantations alternately. There 
is only one large Church, with an Organ, 
and about twenty Chappcls at different parts 
o f  the Ifland, all Epilcopal, there having 
been no TDijfenters thefe many years. The 
People arc for the mod part polite and well- 
bred, promoting Trade by a magnificent way. 
of living j the chief o f them arc Colonels, 
or Captains o f Militia, and in the Aflcmbly 
arc divided into a Party-Intcrcft, on the civil 
Affairs of the Ifland, their chief Diftin&ion; 
murmuring, or elate, juft as they arc in or 
out of the Governor's Favour, who can a- 
batc in the Cuftoms, or imployin the Appli­
cation : (tho’ by the way the fewer Officers, 
and thole Menials, the better advantage to 
him.)

The whole is a fw eet Spot of Earth, not 
a Span hardly uncultivated with Sugar-Canes* 
all fidcs bend with an caly Declivity to the 
Sea, and is ever green : T his delight to the 
Planter has its Inconvcnicncics, that there is 
no Recreation out o f Bufinefs, but in Drink­
ing or Gaming.

The Propriety was given by King Jam es I. 
to the Earl of Carlifle; and Ann•> 1661, King 
Charles ll.purchalcd it back of Lord Kinonl, 
that Earl's Heir, allowing him iooo/. per 
Ann. Acknowledgment.

A  V o y a g e  to Guinea,
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Anno 1663, an Aft palled by the Prcfi.Barb*d«. 
dent (who afts as Governor in their ablcncc) 
the Council and Afl'cmbly, for 4 !  in Specie 
Duty of all Commodities, the Produce o f the 
Illand, which it’s computed w ill amount to 
10000/. p e r  A nnum. - -  M adeira  Wines 
imported, at 4/. 10s . p e r  Pipe, raifes 7000 L 
and this, with one Pound of Gunpowder per 
Tun on each Ship, is appropriated for Stores, 
and Repairs to Forts.

The Governor is appointed by the King, 
his Salary formerly ulcd to arife at an un­
certain Sum of 4 or 50001. per Ann. from 
Prefents and Perquifites, fincc fixed at 1200L 
2000/. and now is 6000/. And as the Coun­
cil, a part o ft heir Conjlitutionjs in a manner 
of his own Nomination, being appointed by 
Letters of M andam us,- as they have Power 
to make Demands on ancient Perquifites, and 
fway in the Application of the publick Mo* 
ncyj there arc various ways ofobliging, and 
his Party will always be uppermofl in the 
Legtjlature, which confifls of him, the Coun­
cil of twelve, and an Afl'cmbly of twenty 
two, chofc at the fcvcral Parifhes by a Ma­
jority of Votes.

One Law is, T hat no In h ab ita n t fb a ll be 
e a r n e d  o f f  t h e  IJland w i th o u t  L ea v e  ; w h o ­
e v e r  e n g a g e s  in  t h e  ‘P r o j e c t ,  i s  Haile t o  th t  
D eb ts  i lo that when a Family fees Ruin ap­
proaching, (a frequent Cafe of laic ycais) 
their Remedy is dealing away in Boats to

l'omc
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B*rbadm- fomc other Place of Subfiftcncc ; and if they 
cannot this way cfcapc a hard C red ito r , they 
comfort thcmfclvcs in dying, tli3t it may 
be their Lot next. Thofc who depart fairly, 
arc obliged to give publick notice at the Se­
cretary's Office> and no body objefting in 
twenty one days, arc at liberty.

Another Aft in 1676, pafled againft the 
lnduftry of the Quakers, whofe Converfion 
of the iscgrocs, it was pretended, hazarded 
the Safety of the Ifland. They arc computed 
at so  or 90000, and arc countenanced in Po­
lygamy ; yet not dangerous,bccaufc no Moun­
tains to fly to, Deteftions and Executions 
would foon follow their Rebellions. The 
Eng/ifb arc reckoned 20000, the Women a- 
mong them mod Scotch and lrifb,vcry home­
ly , and great Swearers. The Men, contrarily, 
arc very gay, clean, and handfomcj from mean 
Originals, often fuccceding with rich W i­
dows j it being but Jufticc to link a far 
Plantation to the trucly naufeeus Draught of 
Matrimony.

The way o f feeding loch a Multitude, and 
providing NeccllarivS in an Ifland yielding 
little bclides Sugar, is principally by their 
Fifhcrics and Importations.

The Sea gives them great plenty <?f flying 
Fifli, Dolphins, barrioudn and King Filh, par­
ticularly the firfl; they bait with their own 
Specie, w hich thrown about, the Fifli fly in 
1'uch numbers to the boats, that they take

them

208 A  V o y a g e  t o  Guinea,



them up with Dip-nets, and fometimes the031031105- 
Dolphins with them » the Seafon goes off 
at rhe Autumnal Equinox. Their Importa­
tions by Ships from England, Ireland> N etz- 
England , ‘T tn fy lvah ia , Carolina, or Nev;- 
Tork, conftantly fupplying any Defeft of 
Food Or Neccflaricis, every Vcfl'cl bring­
ing them fomething or other o f this kind, 
which the Merchants keep in (lore and fell 
the Planters occafionally,whogivc their Sugars,
Rum, and Moloffcs in return. The Price 
in vhar I was acquainted is, v iz .

Boughr,
Rum -------  at 1 s. z d. per Gallon.
Cirron Water -----  40 o
Pickled Pepper ----- to o
Preferved Ginger ----- 5 o per lb.
Sugar, twenty Shillings a hundred? and be­

fore our Improvements (fays Gee) the 'Tor­
tuga efc fold for 7 and 8 1- a hundred.

Cocoa, 3 or 4/.
Aloes ----------  —*— 4  d .p erlb l

Sold,
Salt Beef and Pork, 40 Shillings for a Cask

of z Cvot.
Bisker, 17 s. per hundred 
Candles, <5^ per lb. &c.

Exchange 30per Cent, or more.
1 have heard that the Cufiom-houfc Books 

had one year 3 joooHoglhcads of Sugar enrred, 
which at 10/. per Hogdicad, amounts to 

O 3 sooool
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o
3 yoooo /. Every Acre was fuppofed 10 s. a 
year Profit to the national Stock of England\ 
bcfidcs what the Planter got, and Mouths 
fed by i t ; but I muft obferve, the Crops of 
late years have very much failed,and put many 
of them under great Ncccflitics. The Soil 
fertile in the Age pad, fee ms now growing 
old, and pall its tceming-tim: j  they endea­
vour to mend this by a few Cattle kept for 
the fake of Manure ; f e w ,  l fay, bccaufc Land 
rmploy'd this way, gives no: Vs- its Value. 
Wherefore when a thoughtlcfsMan has joined 
to unlucky Events and Scafons an inadver­
tent way of living, he falls a Prey to the 
more agronomical Heads of Fattors, who 
fupply him with Food and Ncccflarics. The 
Hardlhips of many Planter* at this time, 
through fuch Inclemencies, cinnor be better 
laid open to the Reader, than in tranferibing 
part of a Sermon, that I atr. informed was 
preached by Command of his Excellency the. 
Governor, May 1734-

A  Charity S e r m o n  at Bridgetown, 
for the two Parilhes, St. ‘Philip , and Chr/Jl- 
Church.

«  T T E  R  E I fhould have left off, but I am 
“  commanded by his Excellency the
“ Governor, to exhort you to that Charity, 
<l the Ncccility of which has been laid bc- 
“ fore ye.
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“  Remember therefore, that one of thcB«badoi. 
u way$ oblbrvedof feckingGod is, by obey- 
“  ing the Dictates of his Holy Spirit,that Hu- 
“ inanity andCharity undepraved Nature feels 
“  towards all that arc poor and diftrefied.

“  What an excellent Grace ofChriflianity 
“  this Is, S t . P a u l  from the Spirit of God 
“ tcachcth, (t C or. xiii.) faying, that when 
“ the Gift of Tongues, of Prophecies, of 
“  Miracles fhall ccalc, a g r e a t e r ,  even that 
“ of Charity, fhall never ccafc in the Church 
“ militant, never in the Church triumphant $
“ nor can there beany greater Induccmcntsto 
i{ provoke us to Charity, than f i r j l ,  it covers 
“ a Multitude of Sins, and n ex t , bringeth 
“ God himfclf (as he is plc'afed to efleem it)
“ in debt to usj f o f  h e  w h o  g i v e t b  t o  t i e  
“ ‘P o o r  l e n d e t h  t o  t h e  L o rd , a n d  look , n h a t  

“ h e  l a y e t h  o u t  f h a l l  b e p a i d  h im  a g a in  $ paid 
“  in Blellings here, and hereafter eternal 
u l.ifc, if no mortal Sin continue in the
“ Giver, to hinder thefe bleflcd Eftedts.----
“ 1 need fay no more to ye who read the Bi- 
“ blc, how dear to God thofc Clirirtians arc,
“ who according to their Ability arc liberal 
“ to poor Pcrlons and Families; io that what 
“ remains for me to fay, is to expatiate a 
“ little upon the mifcrablc State of the Poor 
“  of thefe two Parilhes, and leave the whole 
“ to your pious Confederation.

In one o f thefe, S t. ‘P h i l i p ’s , mine Eves 
“  beheld all the Signs o f an approaching Fn- 

O 1 m ice)
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Haibsdoj. «  nunc; the Face of the Eatth appeared as 
“  it were a dry Cruft, burnt up and gaping 
“ for its watry Nutriment t  hardly any 
“ thing green appeared, and I am told, the 
“  Face of the Country is much the fame 
u  in Chrijl-Church Parifti. Now how mi- 
“  fcrablc muft it be with the linglc Poor, and 
<c with Families! I a flu re you, fcvcral arc 
“ come into ours, and others are gone far- 
u  thcr Leeward to feck for Work and Food. 
“  You who arc tender Parents, confidcrhow 
“ terrible it muft be for Families with nothing 
“ in their Houfc, nothing growing on their 
“  Land, not a grain of any thing to fup- 
“  port thcmfclvcs and dear hclplcfs Chil- 
u dren: No Money, and no Credir, no Re- 
“ lieffrom without, and no Bread, nor Wa- 
“  ter either, hardly within or without. 1 
“ have heard of poor Men going about for 
“  W ork, to fuftain their own Bodies, forced 
u  to leave W ife and Children at home to 
“  ftarve j furc your Hearts muft rclcnr, and 
“ every one of you give according as you 
“  arc able, with a free Mine, and willing 
“  Heart. But here fomc may object, W hy 
“  fhould I give to thofe tw6 Pariftics, when 
“ our own Poor may be in as great W ant? 
“ I anfwcr, fomc may be fo ; but the Ca- 
“ lamity (blcflcd be God) is not fo general 
“ here ; it is not fo bad with us in that one 
“  ncccflary Article of Water. Third is ter- 
u  rible, let us then pity our poor Brethren,

“  their
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“  their Wives and Children, who go fo farBirbld«- 
u  for Water that they have not due time to 
“ get their Bread, w ere there W ork for them 
“  to earn it by.

“  1 believe, you know we have here poo:
“ Families in great want, and 1 could wifit 
“ our Veftry would meet, particularly to 
“  confidcr i t j  but in the mean time, let us 
“  not forget the poorer People o f thefe two 
“ Parilhes, as now perilhing for want of
“ Food; yea, h isL------ p and the Council's
“ Belief is, (you hear) that lbmc have al- 
“  ready died for want of Bread.

“ W hat Chriftian Man or Woman then 
“ in Affluence and Plenty, can have an Heart 
“ fo hard as not to beftow liberally on fo 
“ great, fo fad, fo calamitous a Ncccfflry and 
“ Mifery? and what poorer Chriftian, who 
“  has fomewhar, tho’ little above his daily 
“  Wants, but w ill fling his Mite to flop fo 
“ dread an Evil ?

“  W hat Chriftian Woman, who has youug 
and hclplcfs Children of her own, and 

“ Bread to give them, but whole Bowels mud 
yearn and Heart akc to hear, that in th«.fc 

“  two Parilhes arc many Infants crying at the 
“ empty Breads of their Mothers, and their 
“ Mothers weeping and languifhing at the 

lame time for Bread to luftain thcmfelves.
“  Whatcompaflionatc Fathers or Brothers 

' c but mud grieve to underftand, that grown 
<( Children too young to work, are now 

Q j  “  ftary-
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Bwbadoi. «  ftatving in thefe Pariflies, and their Parents 
“  and Brothers nothing to relieve them.

“ What good Children but mud bleed at 
“  heart to fee their Parents (larving? yet filch 
“  is the Fate of l'omc in thefe Parifhes.

“  Chri(liansconfidcr,that one way of keep- 
“  ing Famine from us of this Parifh, is to 
<c bellow our Charity in a Proportion to 
“  tlicir Wants, and our Ability: That is the 
“  Iikclieft Method to move God to give us 
“  fruitful Scafons, to renew our Springs, and 
“  bring a cheerful Green over the Face of 
“ our Plants and Seeds.

i( May the blejfed Spirit, See

The Confcqucncc of this Difirefs now a- 
mong the Barbadians, is (hitting their old 
Habitations; fcvcral impelled by Ncccdity, 
and Wants,(tlronger Motives than Religion s) 
arc Healing away to mend it where they can.

'Flic Sufferings of thefe Illanccrs, I think, 
w ill carry fomc Similitude to larger Coun­
tries ; where the remarkable Decay, or Lofs 
of one (ingle Branch of Trade, it’s obferved, 
w ill fcnfibly affedt Multitudcs^nor only thofc 
immediately concerned in the retailing, who 
mud change Trades, infringing on others, or 
leek other Countries, but alfo thofc not con­
cerned ; bccaufc as an extraordinary Trade 
(lamps art extraordinary Value on Land, and 
that on Provifiom, when the one fails, or 
changes hands, as it has and will co, {Police,

the
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the Hans Towns, Antwerp, Holland, ancB,tbido’- 
which by.the way, (hews all Countries bor­
dering on the Sea, within jo *°  of Latitude, 
equally advantageous for Trade) the other 
ought to give way for the lowering of Pro- 
vifions, and Chargeof Subfiftcncc to the Poor,
(fomc ways of it being fuppofed now to be 
cut off or curtailed :) and if  Landlords do ir 
flowlv, the Law fliould oblige j bccaufc, as 
publick Virtue is no private Man's Profef- 
fion, he will take his Lands into his own 
hands, tho* with Lofs, rather than fubmlr to 
the Reduction of his Rents 1 and bccaufc he 
can afford it, will hoard, and fuffer Grain to 
decay and fpoil, before he will fall the Price.

In our Plantations, the inferior fort of Mer­
chants arc not unlike Sharpersin Gaming 5 they 
by a better Skill, know how to prey on the 
W ants, the Weaknefs, and Palltons of their 
Cuftomers (the Planters and Artificers) chain­
ing them down by degrees to their Service} 
many of the Inconfidcratc being ruined with­
out knowing it, till the very Day they waat 
Victuals.

S U  G / l  R - C A N E S .

IN the Wars between Holland and Portu­
ga l in Brafil, a ‘Dutch-M an arrived here 
from thence, who taught them the way of 

flam ing and making Sugars. They arc fet 
O 4 out
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HjubMtoi. out between A u u tjl and Dicember, fix 
Inches deep, and do not come to Maturity 
until one year and a quarter: when ripe, 
which is known by their Colour, they cut 
them up with a Bill, and fend them to the 
W ind-ipills, which prefl'es out the Juice to 
clean, the Canes by being an hour or two 
in the Sun, become fit for Fuel.

The Liquor muft not remain in the Cif- 
tern above a day, for fear of Touring i it is 
therefore by a Gutter conveyed to the Cop­
per or Boylcr, and in the boiling, the Filth 
leummed off ; thence it's conveyed into the 
fecond and third, and in the lafl, called the 
Tack, is boiled to a Confiftcncy, and turned 
into a Grain by throwing in of Temper, 
which is only the Infufion o f Lime and W a­
ter made ftrong according to th: Goodnefs 
o f the Cane. Nine Pounds of Juice makes 
one of Mufeovado, and one of Moloflus, 

From hence it is carried to the cooling 
Ciftcrn, till fit to put in Pots, which have 
Holes at Bottom to drain off the Moloflus 

Of thefe Moloflus again, they fometimes 
make another woric Sugar, called ‘jPaneels. 
Of the Scum, coarlie Moioflus, Walhings of 
the Boilers and Pots, fermented together, is 
made Rum.

To refine Sugar, is to boil it over again, 
and clarify with the fame Lime-Water and 
Eggs, reckoned better than the clayed Sugars 
of this Region, made by putting a clayey 

. Earth
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Earth mixed with W ater to the thickncfs ofBirbdc* 
a Batter upon them, and repeated three or four 
times according to the degree of Whitened 
defign’d 5 both ways carry the Treacle and 
Moloflus downwards, but the former moll 
adeemed, as mixing lei's, and purging to bet­
ter purpofe. Lime refines from Impurities, 
and imparts a (otter Tadc, experienced in 
throwing it into W ells of hard W ater> the 
belt refin'd in Loaves comes back to the Sugar- 
Colonics from E ngland, fell at 50 or too per.
C en t. Advance, and arc of common Ufc j they 
mud be kept dry, a hot and moid Air diflolv- 
ing them.

From Moloflus, Difliliers make a clean 
Brandy, and it gives a pretty tailed Spirit to 
M alt Liquors, boiled and worked in the Tun.

Bcfidcs Rum and Sugars, they have Quan­
tities of Ginger, Aloes, Tamarinds, Citron, 
Caflia, Coloquintida, Caflava, Limes, Oran­
ges, Guavas, Pine-Apples, Maffick, Cedar, 
Cotton and Palmcto Trees, prickled Pear; 
but our Apples and Peats, nor any o f ouf 
Shrub-Fruits, Goofe-berry or Currant, will 
thrive. Of the Potato they make a brisk Small- 
beer, called Mobby.

About two or three years ago, the low 
Price of Sugars, that had reduced and beg­
gar'd the Planters, brought on a Complainr, 
and Bill in Parliament in their favour. They 
urged, according to the bed of my Remem­
brance, that the northern Colonics, clpc-

cially
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-In- cially N ew -E n gla n d , being fuffered to trade 
with the F ren ch  Iflands, was in a great parr 
the Oecafion of this, and a Loft to the Na­
tion i for they took off all rhe F ren ch  Mo- 
loflus, which before they had no ufc for, 
but fold it our Iflands at very low Prices.

The F ren ch  therefore were helped by this 
Sale, to afford their Sugars cheaper, and (fill 
more enabled by a  n ea r er  IVay o f  L iv in g  j 
by t h e  Cuftom s b e in g  taken o f f ,  a llow in g  th em  
t o  g o  th en c e  t o  any M arket, and o th e r  En­
cou ra g em en ts  to underfill!, and take the fo? 
reign Markets from us, who were clogged 
with all thofc Inconvcnicncics.

The N ew  E ngland  People allcdgcd, their 
Trade feemed the Icafl cficntial Article in the 
Injury complained of; for unlcfsour Iflands 
found means to take off the other Impedi­
ments, and bring their Sugars to as cheap, or 
cheaper Price than the F ren ch  aid  'D u tch , 
they would be the fame in rcl'pcf; to foreign 
M arkets; and if new Grounds arc better, or 
more wanted in Plantations, there arc enough 
at J a m a ica ,  S t. C h rijloph er s, & c to redrefs 
the Evil. But this is not in their View, fay 
th ey ; the more Lands arc employed, the left 
w ill be the Value of the prefent Efiates, an 
impoiitick Reduction ofall prodiga: Expcnccs; 
for every Ifiand ftngly, reckon their Happinefs 
in part, not from the flourifhing Condition 
of another, but from Cafualtics, and bad

Sea*
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Scafons j  t h e  l e f t  q u a n tity  t h e r e  i s  t o  an faer^xhiiot. 
t h e  'D em and , t h e  h ig h e r  t h e  T r ic e .

B arbados formerly ufed to buy the F ren ch  
and D u tc h  Sugars, making all that Trade 
go through their own hands, till in 1715, 
laying a Duty turned the Channel, and they 
would now make up that overfight by im- 
pofing thfcir own Price on us.

The Northern Colonics deferve Favour, 
they think, as vaftly fuperior in Number and 
Trade, take off more of the Manufactures of * 
E n g la n d ior thcmfclvcs, and their Trade with 
the In d ia n s , who exchange Furrs and Pclfry 
to make Hats > for the fame Rcafon, they 
want more Moloflus to manufacture among 
thcmfclvcs, than our Wands can fell, or if 
they could, cannot take off one quarter of 
the Lumber, Horfes, and refufe Filh, with 
which we trade with the F ren ch , not only 
for Rum and Moloflus (which may as well 
come to us this way, as through their hands) 
but fometimes alfo M oney; and without 
which we have no means of purchafing, nor 
could get rid of our Produce and Induflry, 
which is very unrcafonablc.

T o ’ lay a Tax of fix-pence a Gallon on 
f r e n c h  Moloflus, is the fame as a Prohibi­
tion, \yhich their Country, cannot fo cafily 
bear. They take 20000 Hogflicads a year 
(each too Gallons) front the A.D u tch  and 
F ren ch , which is 50000/. whereas they have 
110 Specie to pay it, their Currency being all

Paper,
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Butadoj. Paper, and that but 50000/. Befides, it would 

bethefirft Tax on a chatter'd Colony from 
England, where they have no Reprefenta- 
tives.

Laftly, it was faid, the Frernh buy their 
Negroes, and Sugar-Materials (Mills, Cop­
pers, &c.) 4 0 per Cent, dearer than u s ; there­
fore for our Illands to fay they cannot afford 
as cheap, is to fay, they w ill not abate of 
their Pride and Luxury, but help to maintain 
it by a Tax on our more humble Induftry.

O R  a general Idea o f the I’/eJl-Indies,
we may underftand by that Term, all

the Continent, Sea, and Illands, from Terra 
Firma to Florida, or from near the Equi­
noctial to 28* 0 of N. Latitude; and if  you 
include Bermudas, to 3 20 0. The main Land 
in this Circuit divided into Spanifo Provinces, 
is more peculiarly called the Spamfb tVeJl In­
dies, they poflcfltng all, unlcfstc the South­
ward in Guiana and Faria, where there arc 
a few Enghfb, 'D utch, and French, intcr- 
lpcrfcd on the Rivers and Coaft of Oronoko, 
Surinam, and Amazons.

They import hence to Europe, befides 
Rum and Sugars, great quantities of Cocoa,

Tie IV E ST-1 N D  I E  S.
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I n d ig o ,  C o t t o n ,  L o g w o o d ,  G in g e r ,  L ig n u m -W cft- in - 
v i t x ,  C o c h in c c l ,  S n u f f ,  C a f l t a ,  A lo e s ,  P i - ' 165' 
m c n t o ,T o r t o i f c - lh c l l ,  D y e r s ,  a n d o t h e r W o o d ,  
a  V a r ie t y  o f  D r u g s , a n d  a b o v e  a l l ,  p r o d ig io u s  
Q u a n t i t ie s  o f  P la t e ,  a n d  f o m c  G o ld .

T h e  I f ia n d s  i n  th is  S e a  a r c  th e  C b a r ib b e c s , 
S o t o v e n t o ,  A n t i l l e s ,  a n d  B a h a m a .

C b a r ib b e c s  were the leffer A n t i l l e s , about 
30 in number, whereof the F r e n c h  have 
M a r t in i c o ,  S t .  L u c ia ,  B a r t h o l o m e w ,  D c -  
f e a d a ,  G ra n a d a , M a r i g a la n t , G uada lup e , 
and S a n ta  C ru z . To the D u t c h  belong in 
whole or parr, S aba , E u j la t ia , S t . V in cen t, 
and T ob a g o , or T o b a c c o  J J la n d  fo called, 
from the Plenty of that Weed there, or the 
Weed fo called, as firft tranfplantcd thence.
The reft arc E n g li jb , and of them B a rb a d o s  
is chief. Others next of Note arc A n te g o a ,  
N e v i s ,  S t .  C h r i f l o p h c r s ,  and M o n t f e r r a t ; 
which have a feparate Governor, ftiicd Gene­
ral of the Leeward Iflands; their principal 
Produce with us, is Rum and Sugars; but 
the F r e n c h ,  befides thefe, cultivate Cocoa, 
and Indigo : and as the managing o f more 
Lands naturally gives Plenty, and makes 
room for an Increase of People, the F r e n ch  

. Policy of late rears has confidcrably' in- 
crcafcd their Colonics at M a r t in i c o  and l i t f -  
p a n io la  •, Ionic fay 40000 fettled there at 
the F r e n c h  Kings Expence, with the Ad­
dition o f a year's Maintenance, to coun­
tenance their M iffiJJ lp i Settlements, and thefe
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W eft'-In- further Views of drawing over Men’s Affec­

tions, by affording E u ro p ea n s  ihc fV cfl-In ­
d ia  Commodities, at the chcaptft rate, and 
ftrengthning thcmfclvcs againft the Refent- 
mcnr of any who diflike it.

In fomc arc found large Caves that run 
half a M ile under ground, (ippofed the 
Dwelling-places of the old Natives, who 
tjuickly forfook them to the new Inmates; 
tho’ D  a m p le r  fays, he met fomc of thefe C ha- 
r ib b e e s  at § t .  L u c ia , and S t . V in cen t , and o- 
thers fay the like of C u r a fa o : The Name im­
ports C a n n ib a ls , an Inhumanity charged on 
them at the Difeovery, as a proper Accufa- 
tion for DlfpofTcflors.

S o t o v e n t o  l j l c s  lie E S E. and W  N W . 
along the T e r r a  F irm a , called fo bccaufc the 
S p a n ia rd s  in their Voyages to M ex ico , make 
them one after another f u b  v e n t o  (to Lee­
ward.) Of thefe, the ‘D u t c h  have C u ra fa o , 
O rnba , and B e r r a i r e .  The S p a n ia rd  the o- 
thers, ( L a  T r in id a d , and M a r g a r i t a ,  chief;) 
from whence, and the s h u t t l e s ,  they have 
of l3tc years very much infcllcd this Naviga­
tion withthcirGftm/ leC o jla s ,cow ^ \ eating the 
E n g l i jb  Eftc&s in Reprilhl, ir is fjppolcd, for 
thej-ofsof their Fleet near M effin a , 171S.

T h e  g r e a t e r  A n t i l l e s  are, C uba, U i fp a n i -  
o la , T o r t o r i c o ,  and “J a m a i c a  j  the three for­
mer, S pa n ijb .

C uba  is principal; a very pleafant and fiou- 
rilhing lfland, the S p a n ia r d  building and im­

proving
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proving for Poftcrity, without dreaming, as'Y'A-in 
the E n g l i f o  Planters do, of any other Homc.dl” - 
They make the belt Sugars in the IV eJbIn­
d i e s .  It was from this ldand, {E’e la fq u e n  
Governor,) that C o r t e z  in 151S, made his 
Expedition and Conquclt of M ex ico .

The H a v a n a , its chief Port and Town, 
is cltcemcd the richcft in A m er i c a  5 for bo­
lides its own valuable Produce, the S p a n if i  
Fleets, from all parts on the M a in , make up 
here in their return to E u rop e .

The Iflands on the South Side of it, and 
the C a m a in e s , arc reforted ro for the larged 
and belt T u r t le .

T o r t o - R i c o ,  and H ijp a n io la  (the diminu­
tive of H ifp a n ia )  arc Iltands we make, in 
our Paflage to J a m a i c a ,  famous of late for 
their G u a rd  l e  C o fta s . Thefe Privateering 
Fellows, when they arc not ading by law­
ful Commiflion, they know the Governors 
Mind, and bring in Ships on a pretence they 
arc trading with the King of S p a in ’s  Subjeds 
in a clandcflinc and prohibited manner; if  
they find any Pieces of Eight, it is a Con­
demnation ; an Encouragement in fcarchirg 
a Ship, to depofite fomc there thcmfclvo;:
Or if  this Trick fails, they arc yet detained, 
and on various Pretences lengthned out with 
Law-fuits, till ruined. YVe called, after weigh­
ing from B a r b a d o s , at S an  H o ‘D o m in g o ,  
the chief Town of H ifp a n io la , where we 
found three E n g li jb  Mailers of Ships under

tilde
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Wcft-in- thcfc Hard (hips. They had got the better irf 
6t<a‘ Law, but with fuch Charge and Delay, that 

it had fpoiled their Ships and Voyages; and 
left that fhould not do it effectually, their 
Damages arc againft the Captains of the Pri­
vateers, who arc perhaps the Governor's fer­
t ile  Dependants, and not worth a Groat.

S a n t i o  'D om in g o  Harbour has i $ Fathom 
W ater at the Bar, and the Entrance defended 
by fcvcral Batteries. The Town is the Refi- 
dcncc of an Arch-Bifhop, and a Prefidentfrom 
S p a in ,  who lives in 3 Houfc that is faid to 
have been built and occupied by C h r i fto p h e r  
C o lu m b u s himfclf. T o this Officer (on ac­
count of its prior Settlement) Appeals come 
from all the S p d tn jb  IV e fl- ln d ia  1 (lands, 
whofc Sentence is definitive, unlcfs called 
by a particular Commiflron to O ld  S pa in . 
They buy their Places, it feems, and confc- 
qucntly execute them oppreflivcly.

Thclftand isdiminilhcd of its Inhabitants, 
for this, or a fccurcr and better Settlement 
on the Continent; fo rhat the F r e n ch  now, 
about 'P e t i t  Guavas, equal, if  rot outnum­
ber them, tho’ both together arc vaftly fhort 
o f what its Extent and Fertility deferves. 
A  Soil that produces any thing; their Sea 
and Rivers full o f Fifh, and the Country 
fpread with Forefts of Cabbage and Palm- 
Trees, in which arc prodigious Numbers of 
wild Hog and Beef, which the H u n t e r s  of 
different Nations at certain Seatons fiioor,

the
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the latter for their Hides; and the Pork, th c y ^ fl,Iu 
je rk  (as they call it) that is, Drip it from the ir: 
Bones, and then falting the Flcfh a little, dry 
it in the Sun.

Bahamas, fo called from the Principal, o: 
Lucayes from L uc ay one (new Trovidence, 
the largcft of them) where the Englijb have 
a Governor: They arc noted for a dangerous 
and rapid Chanel, commonly called thcGulph 
o f Florida, through which the Spanijb Fleets 
always take their Paflage to Europe, and arc 
frequently ftiipwrcckcd.

The Pyrates often take their rife here, or 
if  not,, fcldom fail in the Courfc of their 
Adventures to vifit thefe Seas. There arc 
Multitudes of little Iflands and Kays, bcfidcs 
this Divifion above,that afford Rcfrclhmcnts of 
wild Hog, Cow, Goat, Sheep, Parrots>Guanas, 
Turtle, and Fifix; many of them uninhabited, 
and fcldom vifited but on that account, 
whereby they are a natural and good Secu­
rity. The Sailor, when he would cxprcls 
the Intricacy of any Path-way, filling it the 
Caribbees

They commonly make their Beginning 
here after this manner; when any Spanifk 
Ship is wrecked in Florida, the Jamaicans 
fit out Vcficlstofilh upon her, (the belt 1 be­
lieve, being always pleas’d with going Owes 
in fuch Voyages, which may be judged of by 
their Treatment of the Galleon call away 
00 Jamaica, a very few Yeats ago), and dii- 
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pute a Right of Plunder with t ic  Spaniard 
himfclf, who is alfo fitted from the Havana 
on thcfc Accidents, to recover what they 
can ; the Contort therefore is with various 
Fortune, and fometimes turns to a bad ac­
count.

Our Logwood-Cutters from C a m p eeb y  and 
H o n d u r a s , who have been unfortunate by 
the frequent Vifits of the S p a n ia rd s  to dc- 
ftroy that Trade, remove hither, or thofe to 
them, to confult of Reparations to theirbro- 
ken Fortunes. Sauntcrcrs alfb, who arc 
turtling from different Parts, do all together 
make a confidcrablc Refort fometimesj and 
being prompted to Revenge for the Injuries 
Curtained, they combine and furnilh out a 
little Sloop perhaps a g a i n j i t h e m  a t f i r f t y  who 
finding little come by confining their fVays. 
a n d  M oa n s  to the S p a n ia rd s  only, who fail 
in Fleets, they fall at laft on any N ation; 
the Tranfition being cafy from a Buccanicr 
to a Pyratci from plundering for others, to 
do it for thcmfclvcs.

Thcfc Logwood-Cutters,(fincc mentioned) 
I muft obferve, were originally fettled at the 
Bay of C a m p e ch y , but with a contorted Right 
that made it hazardous, the Spaniard oppo- 
fing the Legality, and when uppermort, treat­
ing them as Pyrates, which our People have 
frequently returned again with Intcrcfh I t  
was taken 16 5 9, by Sir Cbrijlopbtr M in s . In  
167& again, by the E ng/ ijb  and F r e n c h  Pri-

vatpers j
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vatccrs; and what Licence the Peace of CZ-WdUa- 
trecht gave, I am uncertain, but they arc *’ 
fince drove our, and now fupport rhcmfclvcs 
with their Arms at the Bay of Honduras.

They arc about joo(Mcrchants and SJavtfs,) 
and have taken up their Rcfidence at a Place 
called BarcaderaS)about 40 Milcsup a narrow 
River full of Alligators 5 and what is a greater 
Inconvenience againft tranfporting their Ef- 
fc&s, is a Brong Current in it from the Frcfhcs 
up Land, and the Banks being covered with 
Shrubs, that makes it difficult to walk and 
tow the Boars j  covered alfo with infinite 
Numbers of Sand-Flics, and Muskitos. They 
live in Pavilions; a Servant at their time of 
lying down to reft, (baking them till clc'atcd1 
o f  thefe Vermin', that arc an unfuffcrable 
Plague and Impediment to Sleep.

At the Scafon (once a year) they move 
their Pavilibns from the plcafurablc Spot** 
the Better to attend the Logwood cutting, 
which carries them fometimes many Miles 
from this principal Refidcncc, to follow the 
Wood, which runs in a Line or Vein (like 
Minerals in the Earth) of fome Miles perhaps, 
and then as many, without a Stick o f it.
They cut it into large Pieces, and leave it on 
the Ground till the Land-Flood favours their 
bringing it into the River, and then Canoos 
arc laden away with it, to lay in Bore at 
Bar coder as, where the Chief arc Bill left 
rpfiding.

P j  . They
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They have all good Arms, and knowing 

the Spanifb Clemency, defend thcinfclvcs 
dcfpcratcly, if attacked; which his happened 
fcldomer than at Car»pecbyt and always by 
Scl,

A Servant, which is the firft Step with ScaT 
njen into the Trade, is hired at a Tun of Log­
wood per Month, and has one Day in feven 
for himfclf, making together about t o /. a 
Month to him \ hence, if  thojghtful ami 
fober, they in time become Matters, join 
Stock, and trade independently. They have 
a King, chofc from among their Body, and 
his Confortis ftiled Queen, agreeing tofonie 
Laws by cpmmon Confent, as a Guide to 
them.

The Ships that come intp the Bay, arc 
on their Guard alfo, fetch it down in flat-bot^ 
torned Boats, each Crew being allowed on 
the Voyage, a Bottle o f Rum and fomc Su­
gar, and row generally in the Night, as frccT 
eft from thofc flinging Flics, and reft in the 
Day.

The Exchange with Ships is for Money, 
Beer, Flower, or any fort o f Provifions and 
Ncccflarics j  thefe, the cunningcft referve in 
Store againft the Wants and Demands of the 
Inconfidcratc, and fo make extraordinary 
Returns.

It may not be improper to conclude this 
Head with an Obfervation or two on rhe

Chan-
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Channel and Current of Florida, which 
fubmit to the more Skilful.

This Gulpli is as dangerous a Navigation 
as any known j  tlic Spaniards often ex­
perience it, bccaufc it's an Addition to the 
Danger, that they have unwieldy Ships, and 
lubberly Seamen. W e commit Errors, I 
imagine, by our common Charts, which lay 
down the Chanricl double the Breadth it is i 
the moll intelligent in the Paflage having al­
lured me, it is not above 16 or 18 Leagues 
over; and therefore when a Storm happens, 
build on a falfc Suppofition.

The Spaniard is likcwilcover-catcful to b ; 
fafe; the nicer Obfervations made on Shoal;, 
Currents, dr Winds, either here or in the 
Bay, when and how to make them advanf 
tageous, arc from an imagined Security 3- 
gainft any maritime Power, committed only 
to their Admiral (according to common Re­
port) whole Light the Fleet arc to follow * 
and for their better Recovery of any Ihip- 
wrcckcd Cargo in the Giilphy (frequent in 
lofing the Admiral,) they have a Garrifoa 
at St. Augufline, on the Florida Shore, a 
barren Spot where they arc almoft ftarved, 
and which would not b'c worth keeping but 
for this. Ships and Vcflcls may, and often 
have failed through this Channel from the N 
End to Cuba, or the Bay of M exico, not- 
\Vithftanding the common Opinion, on ac­
count of the Current, that is againft it. Thsy 
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keep the Bahama (horc aboard, Shoals o f a 
great Extent, fprinklcd with rocky Iflands 
lb low, there is very little Safety to thofc 
unhappy Men who arc caft away upon them; 
yet at fcvcral, there arc anchoring Places, 
and frefh W ater found.

They meet the W ind in Summer, for the 
greateft part of the Channel, Hatlcrly j  which 
with a counter Current in fhorc, puflips them 
through cafily ;  much the better way for any 
fudden Attack upon the Havana (a glorious 
Attempt in time of W ar) bccaufc they can­
not difeover you, like as in the other Path 
from “Jamaica, where by Beacons, they can 
gain an Intelligence o f 150 Leagues in a very 
fhort Space of time, and fo be the better pre­
pared.

In order to the laying down n y  Sentiment 
on the Florida Current, I fhall premife the 
Jra&s and Obfervations o f our Pilots in re­
lation to this Gulph, and that o f M exico, 
which have a Dependency as to the Caufc 
o f it, with each other.

1. This Stream goes conflantly out to the 
Northward in mid Channel, its Force haying 
fomc refpett (like Tides in other Channels) 
to the Moon and to the W indsi with a 
counter Current, or at leaft a Stillncfs o f the 
W ater in fhorc, that w ill enable a Ship to 
turn through, be the middle Stream never fo 
Prong; the fame as in the Strait of Gibraltar, 
where tho‘ the Current is continually' into

the
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the M editerranean, Ships hiay Work through, Wcd-in- 
keeping the Shore aboard. d:c*‘

2. The Current which goes out here, fbrs 
for the molt part into the Gul'ph of Alexia}, 
between the two Capes o f  G oridritrS  and C a- 
toche, with counter Currents itj IhOte * thb* 
not always fo, the Pilots having obfervei 
them flrong to the Eaft, new, and full 
Moons.

3. As to the Bay o f Mexico it felf, there 
arc every where Currents round it various 
and uncertain, as to the Point they run Oil* 
or time of Continuance, cfpccially on the 
A p a ld ch ia n  Side where it is fitfeft flopping 
in the Night,, and up Anchor only, in th£
Day. That thdlb Currents arc left difedrrii- 
blc the farther from Ihorc, and for the melt 
part, bend tothcT rtnd ofthe Landst that is* 
when you have rounded CaptCdtorPe, it ftts 
WeftWard, open witli Cdrdpechy Bay to the' 
Southward: FrotnA'eta C ru z  in 19°* to the 
Latitude of 28®0 it runs to the Northward* 
and thence round the Bay ro the Eaftward » 
more percept iblc, I fay ,t he nearer lliorfc,becaufe 
bounded, and makes the Tides in the Rivers,

4. The Rivers of G eo r g ia , and G a fo lin d  
(next Coaft to Florida iNofihwaSdj have as 
regular Tides as the T h d to e s .  S o  again, in 
the Bay of H o n d u ra s  Southward, whofe Re­
flux, it rauft be taken notice,- makes a Nor­
thern Current.
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Now to fum up all, in order to account 
for the Current of Florida, which feems to 
me only this, that more of the Flood is 
propagated into the Bay of Mexico, by that 
Paflage made from the Weft End of Cuba, 
and Shore of Tucatan ; and more of the Ebb 
by the Chanel o f Florida , and for thefe 
Rcafons.

The Gulph of M exico receives many and 
large Rivers, whole Mouths together carry 
fomc proportion with the Chanel of F lorida ;  
and confidcr’d as a little M editerranean  Sea, 
the Flood in it muft have a more remarkable 
and ftrong Ebb: which fhews it fclf rather 
here, Jir fl, bccaufc the Make of the Lands 
gives a freer Opening and Tendency of the 
W aters that way. Second, The Length and 
Contraction of the Channel, makes it more 
viftblcand conftant,and is the Continuance of 
thofc River-Streams (that difembogue in the 
Bay) even till it meets with the Tide to the 
Northward, which checks, like as at them, 
and produces a countcrCurrent dong Ihorc: 
for we mayobferve, that altho' the Current 
goes conftantly out in the Channel, yet at the 
Lie o f ‘P rov id en ce  contiguous to it almoft, 
the Tides arc alternate and regular. Third, 
The W inds at Eaft arc more favourable to 
the Exit than the Trade, which fets in di­
rectly at the other Paflage, and while it helps 
the Flood there,is at the lame timean Obftaclc 
to  its Returns to which aflifts alfo that

North-

/ / V o y a g e  to Guinea,



Northern Current from the Bay of H onda-™ . 
rati nor w ill it be fo perceptible there, b e - 1” ' 
caufc what Reflux is, opens to a wider Sea 
immediately, and probably had been the 
fame at F lo r id a , if  thcGulph of M ex i c o  had 
open’d without fuch Reftraint to the main 
Ocean dircftly.

On this Suppolition, the Variety and Un­
certainty of Currents in the Bay, and the 
greater or lefs Rapidity in the Chanel, will 
depend much on the Winds w ithout; and as 
they arc dry or wet Scafons at Land, new 
and full Moons fhould influence the Strength 
o f the Stream s and hard Gales concurring 
atN . or N E. among the B a h a m a s , (hou.d 
flackcn it there, and promote an Eaftern Cur­
rent at the other Paflage.
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y  A M A I  C  A.
J A M A I C A , called St. J a g o  by Co- Jjunu'ea.

Iambus, and was altered by King Jam es  
11. it being a Compound of his Name, and 
Ca an Ifland. The chicfTown is called St.
"/ago d e la  Vega (by the Eng/ijb, Spanifo- 
Town.) Here the Governor reudes, Courts 
arc held, and the Aficmbly (chofc as at Bar­
bados) meet to cnatt Laws for the civil Go­
vernment o f the Ifland 5 which confcqucnrly 
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Jimaica. draws the greateft Refort of People, on ac­
count either of Bufincls or Plcafurc.

It was built about 1590, plunder'd by fomc 
Ertglijb Privateers under oncja£kfon,\n 1638, 
and in 1657 the whole Ifland was reduced 
by T en  xo&Vcnables: The favourite Families 
o f thole Days, (B rad flaw s, lr e tcn s ,  Ax te l  Is,) 
1  believe, fharing the Eftates 5* fo warm a C li­
mate with Hurricanes, Earthquakes, and dry 
Bclly-achs, wasa due Preparation. This Town 
o f St. J a g o  is irregular, and low built, to fc- 
cureit againft Storms} even the Governor’s,or 
what they call the King’s Houfc, is but a 
Ground Floor, and makes one fide o f a Qua­
drangle, with a Parade, where all Gentle­
men meet to tranfad their Bufinefs j  the Mer­
chants and Factors for diftant Planters, and 
the Officers civil and military, do together 
make aconfidcrablc Number, dividing in the 
Evenings to Parties of Dancing, Gaming, or 
Drinking, and generally to a publick Houfc, 
to avoid the Obligation of Returns and Treats, 
very coftly in this Country..

Kingjlon , at the upper End of Tort Royal 
Harbour, the Place o f lading and unlading 
almoft all Ships to and from the Ifland i is 
in my eye, preferable to the former. The 
Streets arc wide, and more regular, to face 
the Sea-Breezes, and the crofs Streets at right 
Angles, that the Air may have as little In­
terruption as poffiblc; a  Convenience that 
cannot be too much meditated in fo hot a 

• C lim ate$
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C lim ate: for the Land-Breezes failing 
times in the Morning, you have it execffivcly 
h o t; all Creatures languilh and faint rill the 
Sea one fuccceds, which w ill not be till tea 
a clock, lbmctimcs eleven, or later, and may 
be cftccmcd the Life of the IHand, difpclling 
thol'c impure Vapors, continually exhaled 
from the Mountains, and rcfrcfliing and 
rowling the animal Nature, from Backgam­
mon or Loitering, to Bufinefs.

The Harbour is fpacious here, and the Ships 
lie Land-locked ; but the Pcninfula riot 
covers them from the Sea being low and nar­
row, they arc not fo l'afc againft Storms as 
one would imagine.

From hence to Spanifl)-T<no», when cal­
led on any Law-fuic or Bufinefs, they take 
Boat to PaJ[age-Fort on the other fide, a  
final! River at tb.c Bottom of the Harbour, 
where arc three or four Houfes that furnilh 
Paflengers for the Journey (.6 . Miles) at 20s . 
a  Coach, or j  s. a Horfc, and are rarely with­
out Cuftomers; the Calls in Trafiick arc lo 
frequent.

‘P ort-R oyal, which makes up with the for­
mer two, all the Towns of Note on the 
whole Ifland, is on the Starboard Entrance 
o f the Harbour. The Road before it is rec­
koned good holding Ground, and fenced from 
Southerly Winds, by fandy Kays withour. 
The Town it fclf Hands on fuch a fandy Kay, 
not much above the Surface of the Water,

and
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Jamaica, and contains no more Ground rhan holds the? 
Buildings, and the Fort contiguous with id 
on the outer Point;  which, with a Line, or1 
Rampart o f Guns to the Sea, (together about 
100) is their chief Defence. Under the Fore 
is a little Nook, or Bay, called Chocolato 
H ole, where we have a Hulk lies for clean­
ing Ships.

T ort-R oya l hasfuffered remarkably every 
ten years, for thirty path In 1692, an Earth-* 
quake funk above half the Town 5 thcRub- 
bifh of thofc Buildings being hill feen undo? 
W ater, in the (hallow Ch'ahncl that now con­
tinues to divide it from the Main. In 1702, 
it  was burnt down. In 1712, Augttfi 2$rh; 
happened a dreadful Hurricane. And now, 
A ugujt 28th, 1722, a more dreadful one, 
that bcfidcs the Damage it fpread over moft 
parts of the Ifland, did here in particular 
I'plit the Cattle, lay the Church and two 
thirds o f the Town flat, burying three orfolrf 
hundred People in thcR uinsj bu: the Terror 
and Dcfolation may deferve a more particu­
lar Defeription.

Forfan h a c  olim  meminiffe ju vab it.
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H U R R I C A N E S :

T H E W eft-Indians agree, that A tgufiHa„ icinef 
and September is the Scalbn to expect 

them. They arc incredible Tcmpcfts of 
W ind , whofc Fury, neither Ships, Malts,
Trees, or Buildings can refill. They come 
a Day or two before the full or new M00.1 
next the Autumnal Equinox, and give War­
ding by a preceding unufual Swell of Water.
They arc of no great Extent, but blow within 
a Chanel as it were, one Illand feeling ir, 
vhen  the next (within 20 Leagues perhaps) 
has no Share; and arc, if  not peculiar, rarely 
met with out of the IVeft-lndies.

The Caufe, as gucflcd at, is Plenty of claf- 
tjc Vapors on the Terra Firma (whence they 
all bI6\v) with which confpirc at this time of 
year, the united Forccof the Sun andMoon,to 
give their Explofion a greater Force j to this 
alfo may contribute, fubtcrrancous Heats and 
Mountains: and if  fuchdifferent Eflluviasas 
conftitutc the Matter of a Hurricane, can be 
1 'upplicd to the Chanel it blows in, crefeit 
epndo.

This Opinion feems confirmed, fir  f t ,  from 
the Points of the Compafs they blow on (SE. 
and S S E.) and never without fide the Con­
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HMitcaxaincnt at Cape Roque ;  for that Length the 
uninterrupted Trade-IVind is a Barrier, and 
from which tttefc Storms, by the POfition of 
Lands and Mountains, arc ncccflarily a De­
flexion. Second, ^£quinoftiai Gales, we 
know, arc every where obferved to happen, 
and aferibed to the greater Agiration of Air, 
by Heat in a greater Orb; when therefore 
the Northern Suns have fo long together 
been attracting, and at the fame time chop­
ping, and opening the Earth for a freer 
Emiflton of nitrous, fnlphurous, and claflic 
Particles, no wonder the conjoined Forces of 
the Planers there, (hould now and1 then put 
them in execution.

The prefent Hurricane was aWeek after our 
Arrival ,  began at eight in the Morning, two 
Days before the Change of the Moon', gave 
3t Itaft 48 Hours nori’cc, by a noify break­
ing o f the Waves upon the Kays, very difpro- 
portioned to the Breeze, a continued Swells 
without Reflux of the W afer 5• and the two 
Nights preceding, prodigious Lightnings and 
Thunder; which all'thc old cxpcricnccd:Mcn 
foretold would be a Hurricane;  or that one 
already had happened at no great diftanec.

I was aftiorcat Tort-Royal, and found all 
the Pilots returned from the Windward part 
of the Ifland, (where they cuftomarily attend 
the coming down of Ships,) and obferving up­
on the unufual Intbmcfccncc of the Water, 
fo great the Day before, arid beat fo high,

that
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th3t our Boats could notpoffibly put onlhorcHiaii«*«3 
at Gun K ay  to take the Men off that were 
fer there, to the Number of twenty, for 
trimming up our Cask; thcmfclvcs making 
Signals nor to attempt it. Betimes next Mor­
ning, the W ind began in Flurrys at N£. and 
flew quickly round to S E. and S S E. where 
it continued the Strels of the Storm, bring­
ing fuch Quantities of W ater, that our little 
lfland was overflowed 4 foot at lead ; fo tha: 
what with the fierce driving of Shingles 
(wooden Staves ufed inflead o f T iling upon 
their Houles) about our Ears, and the Water 
floating their Boats, empty Hoglhcads, and 
Lumber about the Streets; thofc without 
doors were every Moment in danger o f be­
ing knocked on the Head, or carried away 
by the Stream. W ithin it wasworfc,for the 
W aters Tapping the Foundations, gave con­
tinual and juft Apprehenfions of the Houfes 
falling, as in effeft half of them did, and 
buried their Inhabitants: Noe indeed after 
the Storm had began, was it fafe to open a 
Door, cfpccially fuch as faced the W ind, lc.t 
it- fhould carry the Roofs off; and cfcaping 
thence, there was no place o f Retreat, we 
remaining in a very mclancholly Scituation 
both from W ind and Water. The ‘P er ils  
o f' fa lfe  B rethren  w a s  noth ing to it.

It may be worth notice, what became 
of the Purfer in this common Danger; I 
was regardless at fitft, as fufpefting more of
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Harncanti-Timidity in the People, till finding my fclf 
left alone Proprietor of a fluking old Houfc, 
the Streets full of W ater and Drifr, with 
Shingles flying about like Arrows j  I began 
to meditate a little more ferioufly upon my 
Safety, and would have compounded all my 
Credit in the Victualling, my Hoops, and 
Bags, for one Acre (as Gonzalc fays in the 
Tempejl) o f barren Ground, long H eath, or 
brown Furze, to liavc trod dry upon.

Our Neighbours had retreated towards the 
Church, as the ftrongeft Building, andhigheft 
Ground, which I was luckily too late to re­
cover; but endeavouring to Item upwards 
for a fafer Station, was taken into a Houfc 
in the lower Street, with an eld Woman 
wading in the fame manner from her ru­
ined Habitation.

W e were no lboncr in, but new Fears of 
this alfo falling, thruft us into n c  Yard (the 
W ater then at eleven a dock, bread high) 
where we helped one another upon a low 
Brick-built Out-houfc, that being more out 
o f the W ind, and l'urroundcd with others* 
kept the Waters ftill. The unhappinefs of 
thofc who differed in ftrongcr, was their 
facing the W ind, which brought the Sea up­
on them with violence. A Platform of one 
and twenty Guns and Mortars were drove 
fomc o f them to the Market-place s the two 
Lines ofHoufes next the Sea, with thcChurch, 
were undermined and levelled with theTor- 

• rent,
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rent, and in their ruin was our Safety ; l'orlamaica- 
altho' we had a greater Depth, they were by 
fuch a Bank, made motioniefs. The whole 
Rife of the Water Was computed at 16 or 1S 
foor, very admirable at a Place where it is not 
ordinarily obferved to flow above one or two.

At j  in the Evening the Waters abated, 
and with fo quick a Retreat as to leave the 
Streets dry before 6 ;  when efrery one was 
congratulating his own Safety in Condolan- 
Cics upon the Lofs of their Friends. Of 50 Sail 
in this Harbour, only 4  Mcn-of-War and z 
Merchant-Ships tid it out, but with all their 
Marts and Booms blown away. A ll the Men 
we left at Gun K a j were walked off and perifh- 
cd, except one lndian\\\ix drove into Harbour 
upon a broken Gallows that had been there 
crcdtcd. Wrecks, and drowned Men were 
tvery where feeri along fhorc;  general Com­
plaints of Loft at Land (lead at St. Jagtt) 
which made it a melancholy Scene, and to • 
finilh the Misfortune, the Slackncis of the 
Sea-Breezes, Calms, and Lightning, ftagna- 
ting Waters j Brobdsof Infefts thence, and a 
Shock or two of Earthquake that fucccedci 
to the Hurricane, combined rofprcad a bane­
ful Influence,' and brought on a contagious 
Diftemper, fatal for fomc Months through 
the Ifland. ‘ There being no Volcanos, the 
Earthquakes felt here arc always after great 
Rains, on a parched Earth that admits their 
Penetration j and poffiWy nighcc the Coafl,
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Jamaica. as at Tort-Royal, may be from the Sea in 
a long Proccfs of time undermining in fomc 
manner a loofc Earth, or finding in its deep 
Recedes new Caverns ; or fubtcrrancan Heats 
working towards them, the dreadful Con- 
teft (hocks.

In 'December following, for v c  were de­
tained fomc Months in the Repair of Dama­
ges received, another or two Shocks were 
felt i and at the End ' o f the Month, as 
their proper Scafon, came on what they call 
fiery Breezes, ftcong Gales from Sea, that 
hold out often againft the Land-Breezes, 
fix or fcven Days together} they arc pre- 
fignified by a hazy Horizon, and portentous 
o f  a whole fomc Scafon.

N orths, arc counter to thefe ; they blow 
a t uncertain Periods, ftcong and cool from 
the Mountains} the People fhut their Doors, 
and button up ciofc againft it, and the Im­
purities the Air has been experienced to be 
loaded with from that Quarter. We had one 
of thefe Gales the latter End of September, 
and two Days after, quick Shocks of Thun­
der and Lightning, which fplit a Sloop's 
Maft, and the Flag-Staff at the Caftlc in 
pieces.

On Chrifimas-Day we had a Meteor in 
this Horizon, that appeared to be a Ball of 
Fire, trailed along to a quarter of the Com- 
pafs, from N N E. dropping Balls in the 
Track, that were fuddcnly cxtinguifticd. The

fame
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fame I believe we call Falling-Stars, unIei$Janttica* 
larger, and a more tranfvcrfc Defeent. As­
tronomers fuppofe them fulphurous Bodic;, 
fee on fire by the San, tho‘ cclipfcd till he 
is fet.

To Return to the Ifland : The Englifo 
Gentlemen arc preferable to the W om en; 
for the raoft part, of a genteel Education, 
and emulous in a Magnificence of Living, 
but true Republicans in the Difpofition ;  a 
Stranger unconcerned in Bufinefs, very dif­
ficultly tatting any other Holpitality than h-s 
Ldndlddys.

B itts  of 7 d  £

Dinner - — • -----  5
A Bottle of Snull-Bccr ------- 1
A Bottle of Ale ----- -----  4-
Coffee per Difh ----- -----  1
A  Quart of Rum Punch ----- 4
Lpdgingper Night — 8

Ordinaries arc filled with a Mixture of Land 
and Seafaring People, who have three or four 
forts of Cookery at Dinner, and each a Pint 
o f  Madeira, with a Defart of Guavas, and ei­
ther infipid or ill-tatted Fruit. One of our 
Ditties is frequently Turtle, mufti cftccmcd 
in this part of the W orld, and arc fupplied 
to the Market here by Sloops, and fold at a 
B itt a Pound, like other Flclhj now al.o 

O 2 in-
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Jaauica. incrcafcd to a tolerable Plenty, by the Plant­
ers having fee apart Servants, Pens, and Pal- 
turc-Grounds, for rearing up all kinds of Do- 
meflick Animals, in which of late Years they 
have found their account; our Ships Com­
panies being victualled here twice a W eek 
with frefh Beefy during a flay of 6  Months; 
and an Hofpital on (horc provided with lighter 
Pood.

B a r te r in g  is the caficft way of Living on 
fhorc; or rather, no Man can live long with­
out it : M adeira  Wines, refined Sugars, 
Linnens, and Ncccflarics of almcft all kinds, 
felling from l o o t ,  to 150p e r  Ger.t. Advance. 
Their Rum to you, j  B it  t s  p e r  Gallon; Su­
gars, from 4 to 7 ‘D o lla rs  a hundred, both 
fuperior ro B arbados. Other Commodities 
arc Ginger, Piemento, Cocoa, Indigo, Cot­
ton, Tortoifc-fhcll; Dyers Wood, Cedar, 
Mohogany, and Manchinccl-woods, and al­
low j  5 p e r  C ent. Advance on Money.

T h e  C rao les  ( t h o f c  b o r n  h e r e )  w h ic h  a rc  
p r o p e r ly  t h e  N a t iv e s  o f  t h e  lf ln n d , t h e  a n ­
c ie n t  o n e s  b e in g  a l l  e x t ir p a t e d ,  o r  f le d  r i ic  
C r u e l t y  o f  t h e  Spaniard, b e fo re  o u r  P o f -  
f c f l lo n ,  a r c  a  f p u r io u s  R a c e  ;  t h e  firft 
C h a n g e  b y  a  B la c k  a n d  W h i t e ,  t h e y  c a l l  
M u la tto  5 t h e  f c c o n d  a  M u jlet ,  a n d  th e  
t h i r d  a  C ajlee ;  t h e  F a c e s , l i k e  a  C o a t  o f  
A r m s ,  d i f e o v e r in g  t h e i r  D if t in f t io n . T h e y  
a r c  h a l f  N egr ijb  in  t h e i r  M a n n e r s ,  p r o c e e d ­
i n g  f r o m  t h e  p r o m if e u o u s a n d  c o n f in e d  C o n -

yerfajion
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v c r f a t io n  w i t h  t h e i r  R e la t io n s ,  t h e  S e rv a n t iJ* ® ^ 04- 
a t  t h e  P la n t a t io n s ,  a n d  h a v e  a  L a n g u a g e  c -  
q u a l l y  p lc a f a n t ,  a  k i n d  o f  G y p fy  G ib b e r ifh , 
t h a t  r u n s  fm o o  th e f t  in  S w e a r in g .

The English Subjects arc computed at 7 
or 8000, the N e g u s  at Soooo; a Difpro- 
portion, that together with the Severity og 
their Patrons, renders the whole Colony utv- 
fafe 5 many hundreds of them have at diffe­
rent times run to the Mountains, where they 
aflbeiate and commit little Robberies upon the 
dcfcncclefs and ncareft Plantations ; and 
which 1 imagine they would not have done, 
but for the Cruelty of their Ufage, bccaufc 
they fubfift very hard and with Danger, by 
tcafon of Parties continually fending out by 
rhe Government agaiuft them, who have $ l. 
a  Head for every one killed, and their Ear; 
a rea  fufljcicnt YVarrant, for the next Juflicc 
to pay it 5 if  the N e g r o  be brought in a Pri- 
foncr, he is tormented and burnt alive. Ou: 
latcft Advices from J a m a i c a  concerning them 
is, that they have chofc a King, daily in- 
cccafc, have fomc inacccftiblc Places of Re­
treat, and arc fuf'pedted of being encouraged 
and fupplied with Powder and Arms from 
C uba.

The natural Remedy againft this Evil, is 
an IncrcJlc of Hands. They have large Sa- 
vannalis both on the North and South Sides, 
fuppofed formerly to have been Fields cf 
Indian Wheat, that atford good Pafturagc,
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J untie*. and breed up a great number of Cattle with 
a  great W a lk  of Land, Hill left capable of 
large Improvements into Sugar Plantations or 
T illage} but here lies the Objcdlion to any 
further Encouragement. If the prclcnt Pro­
prietors can export 11000 Hogfficadsof Sugar 
annually, and the Price with that numbet 
is kept low at Market, whoever contributes 
towards making 11000 more, is drprcciating 
his own Eftatc, lending a Hand to ruin him- 
fclf. T illage and Grazing, tho’ not employ­
ing the Land to ^  Part its Value in fucK 
Colonics, would yet interfere with the prc­
lcnt lntcrcft alfo, by lowering the Price of 
Provifions$ wherefore the Security from fuch 
Augmentation of People (the Merchants be­
ing Judges) give place to Profit, a Ncglcft 
that mud be reaped in the End, by Under­
takers of more generous Schtimentfc This 
convinces me, that aJtho’ Trade be Wealth 
and Power to a Nation, yet if  it cannot be 
put under Rcftri&ions, controlled by a fu- 
perior and difintcrclkd Power, that Excels 
and Irregularity w ill bean Opprcllton tortia- 
ny, and counter balance the publick Advan­
tages by incrcafing the Difficulties o f Sub- 
iiftcncc, and with it, Men's Diflaffc&ion. 1 

Here is a diftant Evil} the Cure of which 
lies in an Expence that nobody likes \ nor for 
fuch Dillike will ever blame himfclf in time 
of Danger. The Merchant and Planter think', 
if  k ls  Sugars were made, it would be btttcr,

pro*
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provided (every one means) the bad Crop doJaauic*- 
not happen upon their own Plantations, and 
this for the fame Rcafon, the *."Dutch and o- 
thcc Companies burn their Spice, Ind ia  
Goods, Tobacco, &c. v i z .  t o  keep up a 
‘P r i c e  ; for rendering things common oc 
cheap, or aflifting towards the fame Liberty, 
would border too much on the chriflian Pre­
cepts.

The Sloop-Trade hence to the Spanifi 
W eft-In d ies , under the Protcdlion o f our 
Mcn-of-War, has been reckoned at 200000/. 
p e r  A nn. In 1702, Ordcrscamcto the Go­
vernor to hinder it, on account of a Treaty 
between us and the ‘D u tch  for that purpofe, 
who have finccgonc into it thcmfclvcsfrom 
C urifao 5 and in 1716, a yet greater Obftruc- 
tion was pur, by the peculiar Privileges of 
the AJJiento Fatflors 5 however, they continue 
on, and complain of no other Illegalities, 
than the Spanifi Seizures, of late years very 
frequenr, and together with the Decay cf 
this Branch of Trade, their W ant of Spanifi 
Wrecks, Privateering, and Fall of Sugars, 
makcs\thc Ifland not fo flourilhing asin times 
path

Sir N ich o la s L a w s  a C raote , gives way 
as Governor, to the Duke of P o r t la n d , who 
arrived in that Quality (with his Dutchcfs and 
Family) about the middle o f J a n u a ry  this 
Year. He had put in to B arbadoes in the 
Pafl'ago and met a generous Reception.

‘  0 ^ 4  He c
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Here they have doubled the Salary, a Com­
pliment to his Nobility, and that too little, 
it's faid, for his fplcndid and magnificent way 
o f Living. His Table fingly, has already rile 
the Price of Fowls, from 4 to 6  B id s.

The Jamaica Chronoloay.
A . <Dr

A  V o y a g e  to Guinea,

Columbus d if e o v e r e d  th e  I f la n d ?
May jd . 5  1494

Sir A n th . Shirley routed the Spaniard 1596 
T en  and Venables did the fame 16 j  5
Geo. Fortefeue Sedwick Doyley \ 660
Ld. Windfory Governor 1662
Sir Charles L ittleton  1663
Sir Thomas Muddiford 1664
Col. Thomas Linch , Prefident 16 7 t
Lord Vaughan, Governor 1675
E. of Carlijle 1679
Sir Henry Morgan 1680
Sir Thomas Linch 168z
Hender M olejwortb 1684
D. of Albemarle 1687
Sir Francis IVatfon, Prefident 1688
E. o f Inch/quin, Governor 1690
Earthquake June 7th 1692
John W hite, Prefident 169a
Col. *jobn Bowden 1692
Sir William Beefton, Governor j 69 3
French landed at W ithy Wood \ 694. 
W illiam Sclwin, Governor 1702

Col.



Brafil, and /£*-Weft- Indies,
jCol. Veter Beckford, Prefident I7O3 Jamaica.
Col. T/jo .  Handafide, Governor 1 7 0 +
Ld. Archibald Hamilton 1 7 U
A  Hurricane, Auguft 28th 1 7 1 2
V eter Haywood, Governor I 7 Id
Sir Nicholas Law s 1718
A  Hurricane Auguft 28th 1722
D, of T ort land, Governor 1 7 2 2

The Velican  is a great Curiofity among 
their Birds, as the Alligator in their watry 
Tribe j it is a common Water-Fowl, that is 
a ll day picking up his Living at Sea, and 
roofls at Night on high Rocks and Clifts, fit­
ting with his Head to the Wind i his Body 
when skinned, is as large as an ordinary 
.Goofc, the W ings w ill extend to 7 or 8 feet, 
a fliort Tail, the Bill 1+ Inches long, very 
hard, and increafing broader towards the End, 
where it crooks like a Parrot s ; their Necks 
arc a foot and half, with a bay-colour’d Hsir 
inftcad of Feathers on the back fide of 
them, and from about half way there arc 
membranous Bags or Pouches, which ftrctch 
thence to the Extremities of their under Bills, 
capable, when feparated, of holding a couple 
o f Pounds pf Tobacco: in thefe they referve 
their Prey when gorged with eating, and in 
thefe they arc faid to tranfport their you.ig 
ones, when Danger or lnftinct prompts them 
to change Places. They appear flow and 
jicayy Birds flying, bur have a piercing Sight

to



Januia. to difccrn their Prey (the little fifty Fry be­
low ) from a confidcrablc Height in Air, 
whence they fall like a Stone, and catch, 
or dive after them.

W e killed three or four, and in opening 
their Bodies, met the fame Obfervations, 
v i z .

1. They had double Ventricles, that toge­
ther reached the length of their Bodies; to 
the Bottom o? which, were connected the 
Small-Guts, about twice as thick as a Goofe- 
cjuill.

2. In the firft Ventricle or Craw, the Fifh 
they had fwallowcd (70, 80, or 100) the 
Bignefs of fmallcr Sprats, lay whole and un­
altered.

3- In the lower Ventricle, thofc little Fifh 
changing to a paler Colour, were nigh the 
F und  o f it mafiicd and maccrarcd, and (what 
was principally meant by reciting any Obfer­
vations) hcrcalfo the Mafs or Pulp b a d  an  in ­
t im a t e  M ix tu re o f  num bers o f f e n d e r ,  l i v e l y  
IVorms in  i t  > which to me, was a Matter of 
Speculation, for finding no fuch Infrds in the 
fmall Fifh above, which I fufpc&cd at firft 
might have been their Prey, I concluded it 
here to be the common Accident o f Con- 
co&ion, a certain Cohfcqucncc of Heat and 
Purrcfa&ion, which arc conquered by far­
ther Digeftion, and pafs into infenfibility a- 
g a in } for the Small-guts, after a little Dis­
tance from the Stomach, had none, or ra­

ther
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thcr made part of a yellow, chylous Sub-J»®aic*. 
ftancc.

Q u x r e?  whether other, or all Creature? 
have nor fuch a Principle of Concoftion, 
more or lefsdifccrniblc in fomc, than others, 
there; tho' imperceptible, and differently 
fhaped and coloured, as is the Nature of the 
Food fwallowcd, and the Strength and Heat 
of the Animal lwallowing. V ercellon iu s fup- 
pofes the T hyro id e G land  in Man, to be a 
little N idu s of verminous Eggs, generated 
there, and tranfmitted through fubtlc Dufis 
to the O efopba gu s and Stomach, to impart 
a vital Charattcr to the Chyle.

1  fliould have proceeded here to fomc o- 
thcr natural Curiofitics, but omit it, as being 
already more accurately done by Sir Hans 
Sloan, in 2 Vol. 4to.

The IVeymouth and S w a llow  having now 
fixed their Jury-mafls, and finilhed their Re­
pairs, weighed from T o r t -R o y a l on N ew -  
y e a r ' sT ia y ,  anchoring out at the K a y s ,where 
\vc flayed till the 7th o f  F ebruary, and then 
left the Rland.

There arc two Paflagcs ufed for returning 
hciiccto Europe-, heavy Sailers, and Fleets, 
rife the Gulph of F lorida , bccaufe a (Tided 
by a conftant Current to the Northward, (al­
ready fpokc to ;)  lighter, and Wcll-mannad 
Ships, that called the IV indward cP a J fa g e : 
F trjl, as the fafeft and (hortefl Navigation, all 
the DilTiculty being, plying to the Eaft E.id

of
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Januio. 0 f J a m a ic a  ; for which, S econ d ly , there Suc­
ceeds generally a Windward Current, on new 
or full Moons $ or aCourfe of fiery Breezes, 
bringing in a fuller Sea, and therefore the 
Rcfiux more perceptible. T hird ly , keeping 
nigh ftiorc, the Land-breezes fomerimes fa­
vour theDefign.

W e chofc this way in our Return home, 
and with half Mafis worked to Windward of 
T o r t  M oirarty in fix or feven Days, a Dis­
tance of 12 Leagues, where the PalTagc is in 
a manner gained, bccaufc the L te  of H if-  
p a n io la  makes a Smooth W ater, and defleds 
the T rad t-lV ind  often, in Flaws to advan­
tage. W e indeed met Calms for three or 
four Days, but on the 17th, got fight o f the 
little Ifland N ava jia , which the J a m a ica n s  
ufc in Boats, to k ill G uanas, an amphibious 
Creature that breed in abundance at the 
Roots of old Trees, Some o f them 3 foot long, 
a L iz a rd  Shape, with fharp, black,and green 
Seales i the Flcfh firm, white, and as Sailors 
fay, makes good Broth.

The fame Evening we anchored in Donna 
M aria  Bay, at the Weft End o f H ifpaniola, 
the ufual Stop, especially of the King's Ships 
in thofc Parts, for W ood and W ater: W e 
filled our Cask at a Valley, a Mile Southward 
of the two b row n  C li f t s , very good Water, 
but on Some Winds the Sea gets over the 
Bar. There arc two other Places ufed, nighcr 
thofc C lifts , and not fo cafily overflown.

Here
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Here we bought fomc jerked Hog's Flcfh from Jamaica, 
two or three French Hunters, belonging to 
‘P etit Guavas.

At leaving the Bay, a ftrong S W . Wind 
foon fet us between the Capes S t. Nicholas 
2nd M a ize ; when we came into fniall Winds, 
and a Current in our favour, the old B c- 
hama Strait, and Wands difpers'd here, Blow­
ing this wherever they contra# the Waters, 
and leflcns again,as we open to a larger Sea.

The 26th, nigh the Wand o f Heneago, re­
covered the true Trade~lVind, E. half N.
The 28th, faw the Rocks called H ogjlys by 
our Obfervations in 21 j8  fomething far­
ther to the Northward than they arc fet down 
in the Charts. At Noon, came round A c- 
liris Kays (pretty high out of the Water) and 
before Night, made Crooked or JVell-JJland.
The laft, and from which we rook our De­
parture, was IVatliris Kay, 24*0 N. where 
we may farther remark, that the TradcJVmd 
continued with us to the Latitude of 3260 
bnt faint and weak, from 27 • 0 ; caufcd, I pic- 
Atmc, from the Conteft between the Variable 
and that, as I have already guclTcd the N E. 
and S E. Trade docs in other Places.

From 26 to 37°* Degrees of Latitude,
(  3s f ir  N. as Virginia ) we found every 
Day large Quantities of what they call 
Gulpb-vueed, floating about the Ship, and lcf- 
fening in proportion to the Diftancc j  it is 
fo called, from a Convidion of its being 

. thrown
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Jessica, thrown from the Shoals of F lo r id a  ; and by 
being found three or four hundred Leagues 
N E . a-trend with the Continent,- argues I 
think, a Continuance (tho' infcnfiblc)of fomc 
Current, or that it i i  longer, or more to the 
Northward than Southward in thofc Lati­
tudes ; and contrarily, in higher North Lati­
tudes the Seas nigh theContinent have a Ten­
dency Southward, demonrtrateef in thofc 
Iflands of lee, that drive all Summer from 
the North Weft, along the Coaft o f N e w ­

f o u n d la n d ,  even 5 s far i s  N ew -E n g la n d .
T o the Northward o f Bermudas, thd 

W inds grew variable, and as wcadvanced', 
ftrongcr> Anever-failingGale (N W .to S W .) 
blowing from the American Coaft at this 
Length and onward, to 6oeo of Latitude, 
and tho' not invariable like the Ttade, yet a 
Conftancy of 4  or 4  of the ycaf, fhews it on 
the fame Principle with them j Ours was 
a very hard Gale at N W . which put us tb  
a  reefed Fore-fail for a Fortnight, lb great a 
Sea following, that we could not help dip­
ping it up by Tuns fometimes at our Stern. 
W c arrived in England, A pril, 172 i.

254 ^ V oyage to Guinea, &c.
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A B S T R A C T
O f the foregoing

V O Y A G E .

l 7 2 -r 
F eb . i t h .

Mar. 10.

A - Anchored, or arrived at. 

W . IV'eighed, or went from .

W. XT' ROM Spithead\ about the fame 
J 7  time with Commadore Mat­

th ew s , who commanded a Squadron of 
4 Sail to India, on the like Service j the 
Suppreffion o f  P yra tes.

A. At Madeira. In our Approach to the 
Ifland (for 30-or 40 Leagues) met abun­
dance of Sea-weed floating j  here alio 
we overtook Commadore M atth ew s ; 
.two of his Squadron by .hard Gales of

Wind,
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M ar. 18.

27-

1 7 2 1 - 
A pril 7.

. 28. 

May 10.

W ind, had damaged their Marts, ancf 
left him at Sea.

IV. Thence; and prcfcntly at Sea, found 
the Trade-JVind fre[b.

W e made the Cape T ie Verd I (lands, and 
on the 30th, parted with the Wey­
mouth, bound in with the Governor and 
Favors for Gambia River. Meeting 
after this, Calms, or fmall Breezes,(com­
mon near this Land) we took up fcvcral 
Turtle, who love fleeping on a fmooth 
Surface.

A . At Sierraleon, the next neted River 
and Faftory from Gambia j  and on the 
18th, vifited Seignior Jofepk, a gene­
rous and good natur’d chriftian Negro, 
who had lately removed hts People fomc 
Miles up the River. W ith his old 
Buildings wooded our Ship.

IV. Sierraleon. The Winds 2 or 3 Points 
within the Land, always favcurablc for 
failing to the Weft ward, which is there­
fore called down the Coaft.

A . Off the Mouth o f Sejihos R iver; a Bar 
before it, but commodious enough for 
watering. Here may be purchafcd con- 
ftdcrablc Quantities of Rice 5 the River 
abounds with Fifh; and you ate tolerably 
fupplied with Goats and Fowls, or you 
imagine fo from the great Scarcity that 
appears at raoft other Places, from Sier­
raleon to Why dab.

An  A b s t r a c t ?  of



IV. T h e n c e , and failed fcvcral Days along 
the Coaft, low like H o lla n d \ anchoring 
now and then. The 30th, came before 
B a JJ a m  or B a jfa u .  The 31ft, before 
Afjinec, palling by that unfathomable 
Place called the B o t t o m l e f s  T i t  * ;  the 
Natives every where appearing fhy of

t h e  foregoing Voyage.

• At tbit Place I would obferve, in telition to heaving 
tbe Lead, that thtte i» a Nifin io Bodiei of Water from be­
low upward], whichmakci ’em to link cettherfo fart, nor 
fo direft. at any confiderablc Depth, at near the Surface! all 
at ico  Fathom or lei's being bottomlefii i. t. unfathoma­
ble.

ThiiN’i/kr, or refilling Motion to the Defeent of Bodiei. 
it not only perceptible in toe Lead, but more fcnfiWy dc- 
darct itfelf. fa), in tbit black orgreeo Skim, fern fotne- 
timesoa the Surface (even fmelling) after long Caluia, the 
Produftof fome toteftioe Motion.

a. That D h 'tri, or any floating Bodier, emerge with 
greater Force than they iunk.

a. Mr. Bsjle’t joth F.xptriraent obfervet. that a glafa 
Bubble let open into the Receiver, on tbe Exfucfion of the 
Air, tk i rVnttr in ix m noift jilj r i fti 4 g r e t t t r  Htigbx ■, con- 
fequently tbe Hxpanfioo and Rarefi&ion o f the Air by the 
Heat of the Sun, maketroom for tbit Spring in the Water, 
to exeit itfelf-, and therefore the Tidcr thcmfelvei would 
tnorcdiifieulily yield to thediftant Attrartiom of the Sun 
and Moon <1 fbou’d think) without adding to that Theory 
thu conjoined Foiec. or natural Propenitty of the Sea, tu 
fwell before.

In reljpcfl tofinkiegthe load, alio may be added. agrra-cr 
ColdneU, and a greater Sahnefs of the Sea, in proportion to 
the Deprhii (both which arc very probable,) and will cteatr 
a greater Buoyancy, or Refinance to finking, ai will likewise 
the drawing out a greater Qaamity of Line, (left apt to de­
merge.) So that although falling Bodies io Air, have iheir 
Velocities encreafed, thenearer they approaehthcEattb, yet 
coatrattly in Water, it diminilhca with the Defccnt.

R  C o r -

xy zi 
May 18.
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2 5 3

1 7 - 1  

June z.

6 .

7 -

1 4 -

An A b s t r a c t  o f 
Corrcfpondcncc, until we came upon 
the Gold Cooft.

A. Cape Appollonia, the Land grows high­
er here, and the Natives mote alert and 
prompt at Trade.

A. Axim, the firft European Faftory, be­
longing to the Dutch.

A Cape Tres'Puntas t the Fort formerly 
was the Brandenburgbers, vho deferr­
ing it, it's now in the pof.'cflion of a 
Negro, called John Conny. Ships con- 
fiantly Hop here to water, as the molt 
convenient Place for raking :n any large 
Quantity, and pay, each Ship, an Ounce 
of Gold for the Privilege.

JV.'Thtnce, and anchored the 15 th at 
*.D ixcove, an Eng/ijb Factory. This, 
Succonda, Artamaboo, and others, rho’ 
called Factories, arc the Rcftdcnce only 
of two or three People (from the prin­
cipal one at Cape Corfo) who have Com- 
million over and above their Salary, 
for what Trade they tranfatt.

IV. ‘D ixcove, and anchored next Day be­
fore Cape Corfo Cajlle,our AfricanCom - 
pany’s chief Fort j  the Rcfidcncc of their 
Governor, ftiled D irector General; two 
Merchants, a Secretary, Chaplain, Sur­
geon, Fattors, Writers, Artificers, and 
a Company o f Soldiers; with Buildings 
and Conveniences infidc, fot thcmlclvcs 
or Slaves.

A.



A . Atiamaboo ( juft below i t ) a noted 
Place of Hopping, for all our Wind­
ward trading Ships, to complcat their 
Slave Cargoes.

A . and IV. M on t fo rd - , the 30th, B arb ee, 
and then S h a lfo . Through the whole 
from S ierra lebn , it may be obferved, 
that Wood, Candles, or any other Ships 
Ncccfiarics arc hard to g e t ; the former, 
not from a W ant in theCountry (it be­
ing over-run) but an impaflablc Beach, 
where there is no navigable River, and 
the Diffidence of the N egro es , where it 
might be beft fupplicd; and the other, 
bccaufc Merchant-Ships do not exped a 
Trade of that fort, and therefore un­
provided.

A . IV bydah . The whole Coaft runs in a 
flrait Line (without Gulphs or Bays) is 
thick fet with Trees, a Tendency of the 
Sea with the Wind, and every where a 
very rough and turbulent Beach.

IV. IV bydah , and arrived the 28th at the 
Iflandof^V/ww, belonging to the Tor- 
t n g u e f e .  In our Approach, faw every 
Day abundance of Whale., Thrcfficr, 

. and Petrel.—  Cleaned our Ships, heav­
ing down by one another, but became 
exceeding ftckly by the Fatigue, each 
burying three and four Men a Day, fof 
fix Weeks together.

R a JV.

' th e  f o r e g o i n g  Voyage.
1721
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26o 
1721 

Sep. 20. 
2 $.

on. 5.

2 4 -

3 0 .

Nov. i o .

IV. ‘Princes, both having purchafcd their 
Anchors svith difficulty.

A . St. Thomas’s, another Tortuguefe 
Ifland (the principal of three) on this 
Coaft, abounding with frefh Provifions, 
cfpccially Hogs and Fowls, exchanged 
like other Places of Poverty, at very 
cafy Rates.

IV. Hence, and ftrctchcd with our Star­
board Tacks to the Weft ward, defigning 
to reach as far to Windward as pofliblc, 
that if  any Pyrates ffiould be on the 
Coaft, we might have them under our 
Lee. The 20th we fell in with Cape 
Apollonia, went from thence the 23 d, 
and anchored at A xim .

IV. A xim , and came to Cape 3 P oints, 
where ncglcdling to pay John Corny his 
Duties for Water, he panyarr’d  fomc 
o f our Men, till fatisfied.

Left Cape 3 ‘Points, and arrived next Day 
in Cape Corfo Road again;  it being c- 
very where confirmed to u< in this Re­
turn down, that the Pyratci in Augujl 
laft (the time we were at Princes) had 
committed great Ravages upon the Mer­
chant Ships.

IV. Cape Corfo Road, leaving the Wey­
mouth, (now too difablcd to weigh her 
Anchor,) and plying to Windward, fell 
in with Succonda the 1 jth , repcaring 
our Vifics in a Month’s Cruiic, to D ix -

cove,
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c o v e ,  A cq u cd a h , Cape 3 P o i n t s ,  A x im , 
Cape A p o llom a , A fl in e e ,  B a j fa m ,  J a q u e  
a J a q u e s ,  &c. our Purpofe in it being 
to fccurc Trade, air a ftckly Ship, be in 
the way of Intelligence, and imprefs 
Men from the Merchant-Ships. Many 
prevented this indeed, by clcaping to us 
thcmfclvcs from ill Treatment (they 
faid)  bad or fliort D iet; but then, as 
more again on the fame Pretence took 
on with the Pyrates, it (hews Caprice 
and Humour to be the principal Point 
that determines Seamen to this or that 
Service.

A . P i e  E lm in a , the P iu t c h  A fr i c a n  Com 
pany’s principal Fort, of great Trade, 
there being feldom lefs than 5 or 6 Sail 
o f P i u t c b  Ships in the Road, often 
more.

A - Cape C o r fo  Road, and left it the 10th 
in purfuit of the Pyratcs j  the Governor 
here, having received two or three Ex- 
prefles, that they had chafed and taken 
a Ship nigh A x im , a Place we had jufl 
come from.

A . A p on g  to Leeward, not following too 
faft left we over-fhot them, but after 
certain Intelligence that the Rogues had 
parted this Road (  off at Sea) we fol­
lowed.

A . A c c r a ,  a confidcrablc trading Place, 
(for Salt particularly) and where the 

R 3 P ia n e ,
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2 6 2
» 7 :| ,

19.

Feb. 1.

10.

'Dane, th e‘D utch, and Englifb, have a 
Cafllc.

A. JVhydah, and learned that the Pyrates 
had plundered and ranfomed 11 Sail of 
Ships, and left the Place two Days be­
fore, on the Report of our following 
them.

IV. Thence, and followed the Purfuir, 
coming before the Iflc of ‘P r i n c e s  the 
29th, and found the ‘P o r t u g u e f e  Stran­
gers to the News.

A. The Mouth of the River G a lo n e , a fnug 
Harbor we thought, for their Reception, 
the Navigation being difficult; but find­
ing by our Boats we had miffed them, 
left it the jd , and continued our Search 
to Cape Lopez.

Made the Cape, and foon after difeovered 
the three Pyratc Ships at Anchor in that 
Day. One of them upon the H e e l , 
righted at fight of us, flipped her Cable 
and chafed, bending fomc of her Sails as 
Hie came out, by which we judged the 
Rafhncfs of our Enemy, who fell a P riic 
to us before Night.

Recovered the Cape again, and found the 
Prize's Conforts (according to expecta­
tion) very cafy in the Bay, and flayed 
fo long that we doubted whether they 
would ftir for u s ; but at length, as their 
Eyes cleared in our nearer Advance, all 
mad and frightned, they cut their Cable,

fee
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fct their Sails, up went the black Flag, 
and down their Coaragc; they con­
tinued a running Fight, while only our 
chacc Guns could play upon them, 
and ftruck prefcntly when our Btoadftdc 
reached, without the lcaft Damage done 
to us.

A . Cape Lopez Bay, feizing there the Feb. 
third PyrateShip, that had been deferred 
for a better Efcapc or Defence in the o- 
thcr.

IV. Thence, having wooded and watered, 
bound with our Prizes and Prifoners to 
Cape Corfo ; the General, and chicl 
iMcrchants there, being in the Commif 
fion, (brought out of England with us) 
for the Tryal of them. Stopped at 
Brinces, from the 2 1 ft to the 24th.

A - Cape Corfo Road } the Pyrates in thii Mar 
Pafiage were very troublcfomc to us,, 
from a Projeft or two they had formed 
for their Deliverance, and hoped by the 
Weaknefs of our Ship's Company, 
would have fuccccdcd.

jfy. Cape Corfo, the Generals Daughter of May 
the Coaft taking a Paflage with us to 
England, a fair, flaxen-hair'd, young 
Lady, tho’ born of a Mulatto.

J (hall here obferve at leaving the C en te r ,  
that in refpect to Trade, G u in ea  needs 
only this threefold Divifion, v iz . the 
G old , the I v o r y ,  and the S la v e -C o a jh

, . R  4  all
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1 7 2 2

May 3.

June s. 

July  : .

12 .

Augufi 3.

2 3 -

\

all to Windward of this, might be called 
the one, and a ll to Leeward the o ther} 
not bccaufc either of thefe Parts of Trade 
would be entirely wanted in fuch rcfpcc* 
tivc Divifion, but each abounds more 
under that Denomination.

A . IV hydah , and left it the jth , arriving at 
Cape L op ez  the 26th, where both Ships 
wooded, watered, and purchafcd Wax 
for making Candles, now exceeding 
fcarcc; and is the moft convenient Place 
for Ships of W ar, at leaving the Coun­
try.

IV. Cape L op ez , and after a few Days at 
Sea, by foggy Weather loft Company 
with our Confort the S w a llow .

Made Cape A u gu jl in e  in B r a j i l , a P o r t a - 
g u e f e  Colony, and anchored the 4th in 
P e m a m b u e d  Road, the next great Port 
o f Trade in this Province, to B a h ia .

IV. B r a f i l , having found the T rad e- W in d s  
blow home, and incrcafcd in their 
Strength to this Continent, bringing 
a dangerous Swell into the Road.

A . B a r b a d o s , took in a Supply of Rum 
and Provifions, and left it the 9th.

A . P o r t - R o y a l  in J a m a i c a , where we 
found the S w a l l o w  had arrived, a Week 
before.

A b s t r a c t  o f
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A Hurricane *  that drove the ‘P r ize  aftiorc, 
blew away all our Mafts, with other 
Damages that detained us here 6  Months 
to repair.

JV. Port-Royal, and anchored at the Kays.
JV. The Kays, bound for England.
A . ‘Donna Maria Bay in Hifpaniola (the 

Windward Paflage) to water, & c.
JV. Thence, and arrived at «Spit head, A - 

pril 8th, whence we were ordered to 
JVoolwich, and paid off May 11 th, 17 2 3.
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Aug. 28.

Jan.
Feb.

22.

•  Depend much on the preceding Seiton, (ho: and dry 
Weather) apt to n lfc  greater Plenty ofeilftick Vapouraoo the 
T t t t u p t m t ,  and will explode rbcmfelvet now here, cow 
there, ajthegreiter Rirefa& ianof Air (more towards occ 
Iilirvd thin mother) may invite.
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B O O K S  lately Printed for, and Sold by 
C a fa r  iV a rd  and R i c h a r d  C h a n d le r , ac 
the S h ip , between the T em p le -G a te s  in 
F le e t - S t r e e t ,  and at their Shop in S ta r -

i. A Voyage to Guinn, Brtftl, aod the Wtfl-lniiti, ir Hit 
Mijcfty’sShipj thcSx'a.'lVicind Wyruuik. Deferbing 

the ieveral I funds »r.d Settlement*, Sdaitira, the Cantriu, 
Caft i t  Vtri, Sitrralttn. StJUni. Ca f t  A  fillin',*. C t i i  Ciifi, 
and Other* on the Gaima Cdxft; Bartaitn. Jamaica, fee. in 
theW fl-M iti. The Colour, Diet, Laneuige*. Habit*. Min- 
nen, Cuitomi and Religion* of the refpottive Natives, aerf In­
habitant*. With Remark* on the Gold, Ivory, and SUve- 
TruJei and on the Winds, Tidej aod Current! of the feveral 
Coalls. By Jthn AlUnc, Surgeon in the Kcyal Savj.

llli Rcinr &  M i irifhx
Circa Pcclui trat, i\nifr*£iltm lend
Ctmmifii I tU fi  Kanin
Trimui,-------------. H o iA T .'

i . An Enquiry into the Content!, Vittues, and Ufei of cold 
aod hot mlocra! Spring!, particularly the Water!ofScarhriufh j 
rn a Letter to itt in t  Rtiiafto of Line tla'i-Inn, Eiq; Recorder 
of that Corporation. Price 11.

3. The Chrifiian Turi, or. the inftruftivc and entertaining 
Adventure* of Prince Jahaya, Son to Naiamtt III. Emperor 
of the Turku Who lolt hi* Succeflion to the On: man Eapire, 
by being privately bred up in the Chriftian Religion. The 
whole intermix’  ̂with feveral delightful Hidoties of the mod 
i'ortrious Per/onsges, aod containing the greateft Vuirty of 
Event* ever yet pubtifhed. In two Volume* 1 :mt. Price**. 
The Second Edition. Ttandated from the Original France.

a. Tbe Life of Ofmav the Great, Emperor oftbeTVrii, who 
ftrll attempted the Cooijoeft of FtUuJ, aod tbe uniting that 
Kingdom to the Dominion! of the O ilm an  Porte. Conpiled 
from the Memoirs of three fucceflive Antbaflidor* from tbe 
King of Traatt, to the Grand Signior, by MaJam i t  Ctmtc-, 
Author of La Btllt / p m ilit . The whole comprizing tbe 
greateft Variety of extraordinary Incident! and furptizang Re­
volution* that o'er happen’d in fo flaort a fpace of Time, even 
in that flaftuating Empire. Faithfully Tranflited fron tbe 
Trtxck, by Jtb n  WiMiami, Efiji in two neat Pocket VoJiow. 
Price *».



y. The Vocal MiiccOany; a Collcdiion of aborj 8co cele-' 
braced Songr. minyot which were new before Printed i with 
the Names of rheTone* prefixed to each Song, in two Pockee 
Volutnea. Price Six Shillings.

N. B. Zilbtr ViiuBH way i t  bad a im , PrieiThut StUUtfi.
6. The Ptstonick Lovers: Confining of original Letters in 

Prole and Verlc, that pifa’d between an En£tl/b Lady and an 
ZngOfit Gentleman in Truut. (under the borrow'd Names of 
Ci'is aDddrr/fiwii) who took an Affe&ioo to each other, by 
reading accidentally their occafional Compofitiotr. With a 
Critical EBay, containing Came Remarks upon the Nature of 
Epiftolary aod Elegiac Poetry j and oo the moll beautiful Pil­
lages in theft Epilllcs. By the iogeoious Mr. Jiko  Tirttr. 
The Third Edition corrected. In a neat Pockrt Volume. 
Price a i.

"  But i h ! rntreaiiiaj; M erul at thru an,
•• L n  f i l l  I bj Spirit havt tin p ta ttfl Fair,
•• Y a u t a a j  admin m a ll  t i t  IVatiyiu can,
»• Givi m tlh iL x.tr , but ktepfati the Sian."

Clio 1$ Strephan, p. 79.

7. Pouts on fevers! Occafioos, t i t .  The Traptf t f  M ufti. 
A Hym» to Sleep. Mira and Celia, a Sii»y. The Bit. The 
loft Mufi, The Girdlt. To Mrr«i with the Milcelltneoot 
World of Mr. Pore. An O il to Lyridai. The Candle. 
C O R P U S  a very common Calc. T heFha. T o  Pul via ring­
ing. The CenjUmt Sblfktri. A Supper tabU Mifrtium. The 
Gift. Mlra'i Pnfturc. Cu/U t Reply. The Advin to Mira. 
To LjtUai in the Country. A Paraphrafe 00 fome of the Odu 
of Aaatntn, being an Kfaj towards the Tranflationcfthat P u t. 
On Hajpiatft. To Apilli, between the Author aod his Friend, 
in the.Manner of HimcSt firftSatire, fecond Book. An O itoa  
his Majrily’a Birth-Day. The Plattu ifH ialtb t or,the Poet’s 
Diary: Occalion'd by the Author's receiriog yo/. as a Pre­
mium for the foregotng Oit. By Mat thro W kinftu, A. M. 
Revifcd and Correftco by the Rev. Dr. Swift. O&avo. 
Price a a. 6 i.

8. Lirruas: Containing an Account of what feemed mod 
remarkable in travelling through Swilurlasd, Italy, and fome 
Parts ofGermany, &c. in the Years i68y aod i<586 Written 
by Dr. G ilttrl Burnt!, late Lord Bilhop of Saturn. $v». 
Price 4/. 6d.

9 C. Juiiu i Cafar'tCommcr.uriti of his Wars i i  Gaul, and 
Civil War with Pimpiy. To which it added, a Supplement to 
hit Csmmmtan of Ids Wars in Gauii as ilio Cinminiarin 
of the Altxanirl**, African, ioiipanifii Wars 1 with the Au­
thor's Life. Adorned with Sculptures from the DeGjos of Pal-
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U fa . Made E*/l/j& from «be original fa  t it . by Colonel Jlifer- 
tinBltdm, one of the Lord* Com miilioner* of Trade and Plan­
tation*. 8v*. Priced/.

10. The Adventure* of fr t tm , or Lore !a feveral Shape*, 
tyr. Being a rooft diverting Sett of Novel*, never before yub- 
lilbed. By M tuH tthrt. The Second Edition. 8s». Price 4/. (J.

11. The Fraud* of Rtmifu Monk* and Prieftr, fet forth in 
eight Letter*, lately written by a Gentleman in hi* Jtfernty to 
Italy, and publifhed for the Benefit of the Public k. The fifth 
Edition in * Vol. 1 lew. Pr. 5/.

11. Gloffirium Anriquitatum Britanriicarom. five Sylhlxr* 
Etymologicu* Antiquitarum veteri* Britannic xtque Ibemiae, 
temporibaiRonunorum. Ao&orcWtlliilmt Btxttr, Coriuvkt. 
Scholar Merciarium Przfcflo. Accedunr Viri CJ. D. Edrtrdi 
U ihUU, Cimeliarchx Albmol. Oxoo. de Flariorom, Mantiuro, 
Urbium, &c. in Britannia Nommibui. Adverfiria poQhtma. 
Editio Seconda. 8w. Price 6/.

1 TheEagUfli Hr* f a :  Being a fcleft Cotk&ion of vir ou* 
VrtciJinti of DicUrttitai on Afluai brought tn the Court* of 
Kbty'i B tu b  and Ctmmta-FUai at WtfiwiiafitT, in O ft .  D th, 
C n w i ,  Trtfftfi, Tnfftft tnJ jtfim h, l y  i t  mint, BjtfltUn, 
Frtbllitun, £ c .  Taken from the Ro'l* in cbeTreafoty et the 
faid Court*, and Form* fettled by Ctkxftl and S p ritl fltU trt, 
fince the Commencement of the A&of Parliament for the -aw« 
bring ia the EagUfkLinguage. Towhichareadded.TheForm* 
of F itti and iffuti, both Geocralind Special, withRephcitioo* 
thereto: A* Zf0yW/mr*// in both Court* 0*1 the feverd Ac* 
Cioai: And likcwile.Fvr/n/ and PrmJtmi o f Rtttvtritt ta iC to-  
rtrdi of F i n  1 with the Method of fuffering and paflinj the 
fame. By an Eminent Atttrnty of UuttU'i-fan. 8tv. Pricey/.

14. The Eogiijb Cltrh't Imjtra/Ur io the P rad ice of theCourii 
of Xiag’i-Biach and Cm/w i  P lttt, viz. io fading np ltd fo- 
logout Writ* of the firft Procefu in drawing Declaration*, 
Plea*, and Demurrer*; making up Ifliici and Paper took*; 
entering Judgment* i fuing out Writ* of Execution t W-it* of 
Error, Origin*!*, Outlawries tjft. and in pifling of ?ineij 
and foreral other Muter* neccflary for the PiaQiceof an Attor­
ney. To wh:eh ate added, feverai Choice Ptccedent* <£ De- 
clarationa never before printed. By Dtnitl RitMng. Attorney 
at Law. In a Vol 8w. Pr. 101.

if . A GuUt to Ja fik n : Being modern Eaglijb Precedent/, 
for the Diredbioo of ju f i k u  t f  re/ P ttu , in making out W»r- 
r t it i ,  Minimui'i, RtctytUtarn. Saftrftditi'i. jtfiJaviu, It-  
f ir n i l i in ,  bujuifiieti. Sum m it, Pr tufts. Ctrtiicttlt fit tin 
Petr, tod H't/rt-iti fer thtir R im u tl, BttiJt.lXC. NeCrlury for 
aH7n jlk u tftb t  Pttu,V tf»lyllntttntM ti,O m m \fntrt tfSru- 
in ,  ficc. to aflift them in tbc Execution of their teveral Office*.
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Approved by, and publilbedat the Rcqueil ofSirJWj* nuiiflt, 
S:r Rtitrt C-inn, SirlfW/Aun Ct/rhgtta, Birts. K itm  KhUaI, 
(VitlUm Blaibwjiie. G ila  ZatIi , Jehn sSltfbm , y rJ,3 Ttmplr, 
TktmatCttht. Jikk'Sm M . Efqrs; and others hl» >lajeflv'» |u(. 
rices of the Peace for the County of Gltueijlir ^)'JtJi}b iiiggt 
Gent, who has been Clerk to the Com million o! the Peace, 
fromtbcReign of King CnArla II. to the prefen! time. Zzt. 
Price j«. 64

16. They*8U t'i C*ft-L*w: Or, A cotscife Abridgment dt 
all the Cafes of Crown Uw relating to Juftiees <£ Peace, and 
tbeir Bofinefs and Proceedings; with References cotbe Reports, 
and other Law-Books. Digelled in a new Alphabetical Method, 
very neccflary for Jullicesot the Peace, as a Dire&oo how to 
proceed in their Officer. By a Gentleman, who hath many 
Years filled the Chair of the Quarter-Seflions, 8w. Price

17. L is  M n ta trU : Or, The Merchant's Companion. 
Containing ill the Laws and Sutures relating to MerchandrKe. 
whtrem our Trade with foreign Nattoor, and araongil our- 
felves, it eoncifely treated of, under the Headr ef Machams 
and Owners of Ships, Mailers, Marineri, Pilots. ©>r. with 
Precedents of Inllrumentsscd Writings madeufe orin all Cafes 
relating to Trade. The Second Edition,corroded and enlarged. 
S if . Price f i .

18. The Laws of Engl*u4concerning the Gams: Of Huai- 
lag, lUwkmg, Fijhing, and Fitting, See. and of Frtjri, Cbt/n . 
fa r ii, &c. And al£b CQixeimneS/lthg-Dtgi, GnyL-mtii, Lut-' 
(b in . S in , Tumuli, Lra lilii , Gum, and all Mainer of En-
Sines and Inftnamencs mentioned in the feversl Statutes to de- 

roy the Gum*: Shewingwho are qualified by Law to keep and 
ufe there , the Punifhmenrs of tbofe who keep them, no: b> 
ingqualified. The whole being a fummary CoL'eGioaofallihe 
Statute-Law concerning the G»ni-, and of »U the Cafes, Rc- 
folutiom, and Judgments in the fcveral Courts of Record sc 
Wtfiminfln relating thereunto. Together with two Precedents 
of Declarations; toe one ia an AG ion of Trefpafiagainft.anid.’e 
and dilTolute Perfon for Hunting, <$-r. in which the Plaintiff 
(if he recover) is to have full Colls; and the other in in Adtion 
of Debt upon the Statute of S G it. I. for a pecuniary Penalty, 
forfeited by that Law, in which the Pliintiff (if he recover) 
(hall have doable Colls. Continued down to the prefect Time. 
Jty'lt'iIUnm S i l f t a ,  of the A sU M i-T tm fU , Elqi The Second E- 
dttioo. iif.ve. Price is . 64.

iq. An exaft and compleat Colfedion of all the Liws re­
lating to EleGioasof Members tofetre in the Hon ft of Com­
mons, from Af«;if4 C b m  a, down to the Year 17 34. Digcllcd 
under the Heads of the Elcdlors, the FJeGed, aod the Return­
ing Officers. To which is added, An Alphabetical Index, re­

ferring
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fcrtiog to tbe icmal ScSioni i whereby may be &eo, at one 
View, the Ore of the' LegiCatuxc to prcfctve the Freedom oF 
Elections. Priee a/. bound.

10. The N*-.y Surgm : Or. A  TrtSUal Sffltrs i f  Surgery. 
Ilia tinted with Obfervatiocs oo fuch remirkable Cafes is  bare 
occurred to the Author's Prs&tce in the Rival Navy. To 
which ii added, A Tieatifc cn theytr.tr/al Difa/t, thcCaufei, 
Symptoms, and Method of Cure by h in t wry: An Fnqairy into 
the Origin ofthit Ditlemprr j in which the Difpote between 
Dr. Dr.'tr. and D r.Tunir, concerning Crude Aftrtury, i j Silly 
confidercd; with Ufefol Remarks thereon. AUb an A fpnJix, 
containing Phyfual o lftrva iux i oo the Heir. Moiilure, and 
DcnGty ot the Air cn the Coafi of O'scinr* | the Colour of the 
Natives i the SicknelTes which they and the Zuriyeani trading 
thither are lubjefl toj with a Method of Cure. Addrefs'd to 
the Surgeon jo ! th: Navy Rtjal. By Jtka A ik h i, Sutgrcnin 
the Rcyal Navj. i xm>. l ’r. 31.

21. Fri'jJia Cbirurjicat Or, AMimiri* TttkvUa, ciru- 
lited for theUfeof old Pridlitionerr. 11 well at young Students 
in Surgery. Being a Lexicon, wherein all the Terraa of Art 
are accounted for, rheir moll received Senfe given, aod an 
exa& Definition of them from the bell Ortek Autboci: Alfo 
their Pronunciation, at to Quantity, determined by proper 
Mulct over each SylUble. The Second Edition. Price 11 .

z i. The GxrJtxer'i UshtrJalCalnUar 1 Containing iq Ac­
count of the feveral Monthly Opcrationi in the Kitchen-Gar- 
deo, Flower-Gudeo, and Pittcrrc, throughout the Year 1 and 
alfo Experimentil Dircitions for performing all Manner of 
Works in Gardening, whether relating to Sowing. Piloting, 
Pruning, Hcrbr, Flowers, Shrubi, Trees, Evergreens, fas. 
with tne Produdli of each Month, in a Method wholly rew, 
taking in the wlwlc Buftnefi of Gardening and Husbandry. 
I am#. Price 1 a.

13. The Camfltai Fruit xml Tlmn-GanUmr; Confining 
Directions for railing the moll curious Flowers, and cultinting 
the cboicelt Fruits. By ’}■  Ctwill, Gardener at Htxien. To 
which are added. Two new and curious EJfayi concemiogtbe 
bell Method of Pruning Fruit-Trees, fhewing the great Difid. 
vantige of the Knife. II. A DiTcourfe concerning tbs Im­
provement of the Potatoe, and the various Ways ot prepxiog 
and dretling it for the Table. By R. Brail ty, F. R. S. The 
Thiid Edition. Adorned with curious Figures. 8v*. Price 
3». 6J. bound.

14. A Tragical Grammar of the £0>iUfh Tongas: Or, A 
Rational andcify IntnJuilhn to Speaking aod Writing £ailijb  
corredtly and properly. Peculiarly adapted to the Nature and 
Genius of the Language, and free from the bard aod untxetf-

Cuy
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{ary Terms of the L *th  RiUimmn. The whole treated ofm 
eaprtfliirc Termi and familiar Style, aod in the moll niton! 
and inllru&lve Method, v iz . Ttut of JSutjiiin and Aaf-torr. 
Defigned for the Ufe of S ih r h :  Aod though calculated for 
fueh aa requite only an Engiijb Education, miy yet be a nfeful 
Foandition to thole who are defigned for higher Stuliet. By 
IVilliariL tughtcn, Schoolmafter It K rtfitg tn . Price 11. 6d. 
or i ya. a Doien, for the Ufc of School.

The iogeoiooi Aut ho af the Republick of Intern, for Sep­
tember t" j* . hai thii CharaSer ot Mr. Leuiktedt Grimmar. 
“  Tbt Anihtr (fay» he) in hit Unfit*, p v t ,  hit Rtafont f,r  
•• (impiling A l'ra&ical Eaglilh Grammar, whuk, it.mujl ir  
•• tam'd. ht l * i  dt.11 in ftuh a Manner, at to rtndr it th titjl i f  
“  tb t  Kind: Hit Ruin art plain and taA, eovtifr and tlta r ; kt 
•• bat laid afidt tkt tld Trrmi, aadmadt uft tfftuk at art r u n  
•• txfri/pvtrf ih t frveral Pari, ifS / tttb ; hi, »a ; * f  £frt*Jtita 
• 'a n d  Aafetr m i n t  It inltlUgiilt to young Gapacitln.— l  
•• Liar lily irip iit rarer got, rally leinduc'd tan tut Kngtijh 
•• Sthtth, fru t it xnmld g i-.i all thtft vtbeft Education ii tenfin'd

to  tb tir M ilbtr Ting,it, an adtquatt N tlltn t fi f , Hath tk t 
* •  fa ir  Stx to v r i t t  m en  corrtHly (  and tx ftd ilt t i t  Studit, t f  
“  fu tb  v h  a n  dtftgnd ft*  lb*  learned Languagei, by furnifn- 
*• tb tm  with a fre-prr Idta t f  t  b t f f . t r  a  l  Paru o f  Grammar befirt 
•* tb tlr Entrant uf tn ib t Latin Rudiment*.*

ay. A Gtntral Dkliaaanr. Historical aod Critical, in which 
■ Hiv and a tth ta tt TranUationof that of the Celebrated Mr. 
Baylt, with the Corre&ions and Obftrvatiom printed in the 
late Edition at Path, will be included, and interfpera’d with 
federal thou£kod Uvea, never before putxifti’d. The Whole 
containing the Hiftory of the moft lttuftrious Perfooaof all 
Ago* and Nations t pardctiUrly thole of Grtat-BrJain and I n ­
land, dtdinguiihed by their Rank, A&ions, {-earning, at»d o- 
ther Accompliflirrventi. With Rcfloffiom on thofc Paflagetof 
Mr. Bail*, which fterrt to favour Setptieifm and the Manilla* 
Syutm. By the Rev. Mr. Btrnard, the Rev. Mr. luch, F. R.S. 
Mr.7#fa laikman. aod other Handi; and the Ancles relating 
to Oriental History by Mr. Gtirgt Sal*, Editor of the Ute Edi­
tion of the Alttran in y o.

N. B. T it, Work it puMiftd Mtnlhly a t  } I. per Sum ter, 
ctntainiag 10 Sbttti tail,. T m  Vtlumt, nr* al-tady fnipr’d, 
and ikt Rimaintr w ill 6* pullljktd in lltt famtM aaatr, t i l l tkt 
W hehli ttmpltattd.

I n p fa i t  for the Paid Work, with a Speiimtn anora’d. may 
be hod of C. Ward and R. Cbandltr, it  the Ship between the 
Tlmplt-Gatt, in Flttt-StrtrU and at their Shop it  Starhreitgb : 
At both which Placca Subfcripiimi ate taken in.
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