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*Don Bernardin de Cardenas foon finds means to return to
the Affumption, and expel the Fefuits: He is bowever
Jorced to withdraw a fecond time, and the Fefuits are

" reftored to their College.  Various accufations brought
“againft. thefe fatbers of their being poffeffed of gold
mines, and making a bad ufe of them, are found to be’
equally falfe and malicious. ~ Their Neophytes render.
_the Province fome important fervices.

T may very well be imagined, that the
I troubles which had, for thefe two laft years, 1644.
prevailed in the Province of Paraguay, ‘-~~~
muft have confiderably retarded the progrefs of Reli«
gion and Piety, not only among the Indians who*had
been witnefles to them, but even among thofe of. the
Parana reductions, where it was impoffible entirely to
conceal all that happened; not to fpeak of the Neo-
phytes whom the governor had fent for, and who had
-feen too much, not to be grievoufly fcandalized. ‘But
though the Jefuits had all this time enjoyed the great-
eft tranquillity, - they were too few to make any new
conquefts. Now and then, indeed, they met in their
Vor. II. B journeys
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journeys fome of the Indians that had been formerly
baptized by St. Francis Solano, and other religious
from Peru, and who had difperfed afterwards for fear
of being enflaved by the Spaniards. ‘Though it wasa
much harder matter to reclaim moft of thefe Indians,
than it had been to convert them, when they knew
our holy religion merely by the virtues of thofe whe
came to inftru® them in it, a few were found among
them who had perfevered in their baptifinal innocence,
und among the reft, one who had been baptifed at the
age of twenty, and was now upwards of one hundred.

It is true he retained nothing of all he had learned,
but the belief of one God; but this belief was fo
lively, that he every day worfhipped him on his knees,
and with hands lifted up to heaven in the devouteft
manner. -

Asour this time there prevailed a report that the
Jefuits had difcovered fome very rich gold mines
in the Province of Uruguay, and took the great-
eft precautions to keep the knowledge of them
from the Spaniards. We have already feen that
Don Bernardin de Cardenas had made a handle of
fome fuch report, to juftify his defign of driving thefe
fathers out of their reductions.  This prelate’s decla-
mations againft them, and the confidence with which
he fpoke of this difcovery, wrought upon a great many
perfons, thofe efpecially whom the zcal of thefe miffi~
onaries, to preferve the liberty of their Neophytes, had
put in an ill humour; fome of them even went fo
far as to write to the Royal Council of the Indies,
that it was proper to withdraw the Jefuits from the
reductions, and fend other paftors there in their ftead,
It was afterwards given out with equal affurance, that.
thefe fathers, not fatisfied with enriching their fociety,
fent a great deal of this gold to foreign countries; and
this calumny made fuch an impreflion on the Council,
that it fent orders to withdraw from the miflions of

: : Paraguay
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Paraguay all thofe Jefuits that were not his Majefty’s
born fubjeéts. '

THE mines, however, foon vanifhed, and feveral
perfons blufhed at having fo lightly credited a fa¢t of
thdt nature on the word of a fingle witnefs, whofe tefti-
mony all forts of reafons fhould have rendered fufpi-
cious, if notabfolutely incredible. This was an In-
dian called Bonaventure, who, after having lived as a
fervant in a convent of Buenos Ayres, eloped to fome
vagabond Indians, with whom he wandered about

for fome time, asif he had never received the leaft
" tinure of Chriftianity. At laft, however, various
adventures, infeparable from this kind of life, con-
du&ed him to one of the reductions of the Province
of Uruguay, where he immediately made himfelf
known for a Chriftian; and even aéted his part fo well,
that he foon acquired a great reputation for virtue, and
zeal for the falvation of fouls; but when people thought
leaft of it, he carried off a married woman, whom he
had debauched; but being purfued was brought back,
whipped publickly, and remanded to Buenos Ayres.

* It is very probable that the inhabitants of this city
'were, for fome time, without knowing what had hap

. pened to him fince he left it; be that as it will, he
immediately gave out that the Jefuits had difcovered
in the countries where he had been, fome very rich
gold mines, and fpoke fo pofitively of them, that
he was believed by feveral perfons; for he went fo far
as to fay that he had worked in them, .and that in
three days they gathered grains enough to fill a halt
buthel. He added, that being once ftrongly tempted
to avail himfelf of fuch plenty, he had, in conjunétion
with another Indian, formed a fcheme to elope with
as large a quantity of this precious metal as they could
carry, but that his partner having betrayed him, he -
had been feverely whipped, and expelled the Province.

A fingle refletion, and fuch as one would imagine
could hardly efcape thofe who heard this account f%::m

B2 him,
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* him, might have rendered it fufpected ; and that was, -

that the ?eﬁlits muft be exceeding great fools, not to
. fecure a man, who knew their fecret, and had been ill
ufed by them. But mines of gold poffefled by religi-
ous who made a myftery of them, was a difcovery tco
flattering for feveral perfons, not to be credited without
further inquiry. Bonaventure, befides, had fo well
forefeen all the queftions that could be afked him, that
he anfwered every thing without the leaft hefitation.
He pointed out the places whence the gold was dug,
the number and quality of the mines, and his whole
narration carried with it fuch an air of fimplicity and
candour, that even thofe whom he could not quite
perfuade, judged it requifite to fend perfons to exa-
mine upon the fpot into .the truth of fo important a
difcovery. ~ B )
THinGs, however, were carried no further, till the
reCtorof the college of Buenos Ayres having fammoned
the magiftrates to take cognizance of the affair in a
regular manner, the informer was juridically interro-
gated; but he not only acquitted himfelf in a manner
that did him no-honour, but feveral inquiries and re-
fearches made, in confequence of his accufation, ferv-
ed only to render his impofition ftill more glarin%; fo
‘that Don Pedro Eftevan d’Avila, governor of the
pravince, wrote to the royal council of the Indies,
‘that the gold mines fo much fpoken of, had not even
thé leaft fhadow of exiftence. Upon this the infor-
mer held his tongue, . but his. filence was of no long
continuance; the fear of punifhment,. which he could
not have avoided, “if the Jefuits had profecuted him,
alone withheld him, and the hopes of impunity made
him break out again... He applied more particularly
to thofe that arrived from Europe; and Don Hya-
‘cinth de Laris, knight of Santiago, being come foon
- after to replace Don Pedro Eftevan d’Avila, hé im-
mediately waited on him, and‘told him it was very
furpriling that a man fhould not be credited, ‘who ad-
.- vanced
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vanced nothing but what he had been an eye-witnefs
ta; and that merely becaufe the terror, occafioned by
the formalities of a judicial interrogatory, had made
him faulter in his anfwers. :

Don Hyacinth de Laris would have been very
glad that this man had fpoke the truth; but, after
what had happened, he was greatly at a lofs what to
do in the affair, when he received a letter from the
bifhop of Paraguay, in which this prelate {poke of the
mines in queftion, as of a thing that could not be
doubted of. This letter foon became publick: Bona-
venture triumphed at it, and- the governor thought
himfelf indifpenfably obliged to {pare no pains or ex-
pence toclear up thematter. And, after fome private
conferences with the informer, he at laft refolved to
repair to the fpot, and embarked with an efcort of -
fifty foldiers, the informer, and a gentleman called
Martin de Vera, who had the reputation of being
a very able miner.

But Don Hyacinth had fcarce got half-way, when
Bonaventure fuddenly difappeared.  This elopement
gave rife in his mind to a great many reflettions, but
he was too far advanced to return back without his
crand.  He therefore purfued his journey as far as
the firft reductions of the Parana, where he kept the
defign of his expedition a profound fecret. He only
queftioned fome of the Neophytes on mines in gene-
ral, and recommended the ftricteft fecrefy to them,
But father Diaz Tano, at this time fuperior to the mif-
fions, having got notice of his defign, begged him to
continue . the vifit of thefe reductions, and required
him, in the king’sname, to fummon the bithop of the
Aflumption to fend him the proofs of what he had fo
confidently advanced to the prejudice of his order.
Don Hyacinth could not refufe to comply with o juft
a demand; and after having difpatched a perfon he
could depend upon to ferve the fummons, he entered
the Province of Paraguay,Bwhefc he foon perceived tg:at
. 3 e
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the fight of his foldiers had- fpread an alarm through
all the redutions.

On his afking the reafon of it, he was told that the
Neophytes, who were but too well acquainted with
the project formed by the bifhop of Paraguay to de-
prive them of their miffionaries, and replace them
with ecclefiafticks, feeing him furrounded with foldiers, .
fcarce doubted of his being come with a defign to
carry it into execution, and of his having brought
the prieft who accompanied him as chaplain, merely

-to put him in poffeflion of all jthefe churches. . The
miffionaries added, that they would not be anfwerable
for the confequences of fuch a ftep, unlefs he fpeedily
re-affured thefe new Chriftians, who were not to be
trifled with on this head, as they were convinced that
the only end propofed in thus changing their paftors,
was to deprive them of their liberty; and that the
entire evacuation of all the reductions was ‘the leaft
evil to be apprehended, from his not giving them all
the fatisfaction they had a right to expect. ‘

THe governor made anfwer, that he was very far’
from entering into the views of the bithop of Para-
guay; and to give them a proof of his fincerity, im-
mediately fent back his chaplain to Buenos Ayres,
without fo much as giving him leave to fay mafs in
any one of the reductions. The departure of this ec-
clefiaftick, and the affurances given the Neophytes of.
the governor’s difpofitions, in regard to their miffion-
aries, had the defired effet.  The Indians rendered
him all the honours he could expet, and nothing now
hindered him from making all the refearches, which
were the objet of his journey. ’

ThHue firft thing he did, was to declare to all his fol-
diers, that he would make a captain of the firft man
who difcovered a mine, equip him in a magnificent
manner, and give him, befides, a gratification of two
hundred Philipines. 'We may wellimagine, that fifty
foldiers, animated by fuch promifes, fpared no pains.
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OF PARAGUAY. 7

to find out what the governor was come to look for,
and at length, one of them having been told by an In-
dian, that his father had conducted him when a child
to a gold mine, and that he could fthew him the way
to it, immediately waited on the general, with hisin-
former, and claimed the rewards he had offered. Don
Hyacinth anfwered, that he might depend upon them,
if the information given him turned out true; but,
when he came himfelf to interrogate the Indian, he
found that he had loft his father before he was five
years old; however, he put him into the hands of the
miner, and fent them off to vifit the mines, with a
fufficient efcort.

ArTeR travelling for fome_ days through the moft
frightful roads, they arrived at the end of their jour-
ney ; but inftead of mines, or even the leaft appearance
of any, they met with nothing at the place to which
they were conduéted, but fome fhells, whofe refplen-
dent colours might have eafily impofed on fo young
a child. In the mean time, the courier, which
Don Hyacinth had difpatched to the Affumption, ar-
rived with letters from the governor and the bithop
of Paraguay. The firft anfwered, that he had often
heard fpeak of the gold mines of the province of
Uruguay, but in fo vague a manner, that he never
imagined any ftrefs was to be laid upon what peo-
ple faid of them. The fecond, after promifing to
give, in due time and place, certain indications of  the
mines, Don Hyacinth was looking for, and entering
into feveral matters quite foreign to the point in quef~
tion, concluded by faying, thatit would be firft re-
quifite to drive the Jefuits quite out of thefe provinces,
and that the advantages which would accrue from
their expulfion, - would be equal to any that could be
ex from the moft plentiful gold mines.

Tz governor, enraged at this difappointment, be-
gan to fee, that thofe who had put him upon thefe re-
fearches, had fuffered themfelves to be blinded by gﬁc
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8 .THE HISTORY

ill-will tbcy bore the company: however, the flight
of Bonaventure filled him with daubts and fufpiciops ;
put the Jefuits, - who knew people would certainly ac-
cufe them, with having put him out of the way, be-
ftirred themfelves fo much to know what was be-
come of him, that they .at laft found him, and fent
him well bound to the governor. Don Hyacinth or»
dered him to be unbound, and then taking him afide,
¢ Friend, faid he, my fortunc and your own are now
* in your hands; condut me to the mines, which
“ you told me you had feen, and of which you
¢ {poke to me with fo much conﬁdencc, and you may
« depcnd upon my doing for you more than you can.
¢ expe&.” My Lord, “ anfwered the Indjan, with all -
the marks of the greatcﬂ: aftonithment ; * I do not
“ know what you mean; I pever fpokc of mines tq
¢ any one,”
THE governor, imagining that he anfwered in
" this manner, merely becaufe he did not think it
fafe to fpeak his mind, gave him his word that
he would take him under his prote@ion, and then de-
fired him to recolle& all he had faid of the mines
where he had worked, of the fortrefles built by the
Jefuits to guard them, of the garrilons -they main-
" “tained in thefe fortrefles, and of the arms with which
they were well provided: but Bonaventure till pro-
tefted, that he did not remember ever to have fpoken
of any fuch things. Upon this the govemor ordered
him to be put to the queftion, but the force of tor-
ments could extort no other confeffion from him, than,
that if he ever fpoke of mines and fortreffes, he muft
have been drunk when he did .fo. ¢ No matter,
o replned the governor, whether jt was drunkennefs, or
« deceit, it fhall coft you your life;” and he accord-
ingly ordered him to be hanged on. the fpot. But
the Jefuits thought proper to intercede for him, and
with much ado prevailed on Don Hyacmth to_difmifs
him with two hundred lafhes,
. THese



OF PARAGUAY 9

THese religious flattered themifelves that the ill
fuccefs of this calumny would leave its authors no-
thing but the thame of having u(élefs}y employed it
to ruin them; but ithappened to be of the nature of
thofe, whofe firft impreflions leave traces behind them,

- that the moft authentick juftifications cannot efface.

-

They refemble certain trees, the fmalleft roots of which,
though the trunk has been cut down, are fufficient to
produce a new one. Accordingly, we fhall foon fee the
mines of Paraguay make a greater figure than ever,
and even multiply and extend beyond the province of
Uruguay ; and though funk a fecond tjme to the cen-
tre of the earth, by the moft {olemn declarations, and
thefe, too, publithed after the moft exaét inquiries,
pafs in both hemifpheres for a thing inconteftably
proved, and of which many people are furprifed to
hear others entertain the leaft doubt. .
TucumaN now was the only province where the
gefuits enjoyed a tranquillity that nothing difturbed,
ecaufe they laboured underthe pratettion of a bifhop,
who himfelf fhewed them the example, and loft no
opportun};y of taking their part. Accordingly the
Lord bleffed all their endeavours in an extraordinary
manner. On the other hand, in fpite of all they fuf-
fered in the neighbouring provinces, their reductions
on the Parana, and the Uruguay, were now in a mare
flourifhing condition than ever they had been, with-
out excepting even thofe, which were near enough not
only to hear the ftorm, but from time to time reeeive
fome fhocks from it. They -had more than repaired all
their loffes, had no longer any thing to fear from the
Mamelus, or their allies, and already formed-that Chri-
ftian republick, which was the wonder of-all thofe
who took the neareft view of it. The members of
it lived in the prafice of virtues, ‘of which it: could
{carce be believed that men of this kind were capable;

" but the greateft wonder of all was, that this fenfible

improvement was as much the work of the Neo-
: phytes,



1o THE HISTORY

phytes, as of their paftors, who had found means of
animating their flock with all the zeal with which
they themfelves were infpired.

THis was very far from being the cafe with the
reductions of the Itatines, in one of which all the
inhabitants revolted againft their paftor, and even
wounded him in a dangerous manner. This commo-
tion would have been followed by the entire diffipation
of them, had not the paftors of the neighbourimg re-
duions found means to make themfelves mafters of
the principal authors of the mifchief, and fend them
to one of the reductions of the Uruguay, at two hun-
dred leagues diftance. But this calm was fcarce re-
ftored, when the Mamelus, no longer willing to mea-
fure their ftrength with the Chriftians on the Parana,
and the Uruguay, fell fuddenly upon the Itatines, who
were neither fo well armed nor fo much within the
reach of affiftance, and whom, befides, it was much
eafier to furprife ; and they accordingly furprifed them,
Father Francis Arias was killed in the reduction he
governed: a great number of Neophytes were car-
ried away in chains, and it was with great difficulty,
that after the retreat of thefe banditti, the miffiona-
ries could colle&t enough of the difperfed Neophytes
to form two towns. About this time too, father Ro-
mero, whom we have {o often had occafion to mention,
was murdered in Chaoo, where he had formed a re~-
duction ; and the fruits of his labours were entirely loft.

A Avr this while Don Bernardin de Carde-
1645. nas continued at Corrientes, where, to the
v~ great furprife of every one, he atted as if he
had been both governor and bithop of the place, de.
pofing as he thought proper the officers of juftice,
and naming others to fucceed them, ordaining perfons
that had no dimiffory letters, and not only without
the leave of the vicar-general named by the chapter of
_Buenos Ayres, the fee of which was now vacant, but
even in fpite of the inhibitions with which this eccle-

fiattick



OF PARAGUAY. 1

fiaftick caufed him to be ferved. The Jefuits had not,
as yet, any fettlement in this town; but as they were
frequently obliged to pafs through it, and fometimes,
when it happened to ftand in great need of fpiritual -
affiftance, they were often forced by the inhabitants
to ftay a few days among them.

THEe bithop of Paraguay took this amifs,. inter-
dicted thefe religious, and even extended his refent-
ment ‘to thofe who received them into their houles;
though he had received two citations from the royal
audience of Charcas to -appear before that tribunal.
But fo far from obeying them, he made no other an-
fwer, but by recriminations againft the governor of
Paraguay, and the Jefuits. The firft thing he fet .
about, after his arrival at Corrientes, was, to draw up
a memorial, by way of manifefto, of every thing relat- -
ing to his exile, and then fent it with a letter in .the
fame ftyle, dated the third of January, by his nephew,
to the bithop of Tucuman. :

In this letter Don Bernardin fpoke of - the governor
of Paraguay in the moft injurious terms, reprefented
him as a madman, who had facrilegioufly dared to
lay hands upon his bifhop, without any regard ei-
ther to his perfon, his diguity, or the holinefs of his
charadter; treated him as a violator of the facred
rights of the epifcopal office, and of the juridichion
and immunities of the church; and complained bit-
terly, that after fo many excefles, the leaft of which
deferved death, inftead of being punifthed by the fu-
perior tribunals, he had been loaded by them with ho-
nours and rewards. But as he confidered Don Gre-
gorio de Hinoftrofa merely as the vile tool of ‘the Je-
fuits, it was againft thefe religious he principally vent-
ed all the bitternefs of his gall; infomuch that he
could not have employed other ftrokes, or other co-
lours, to-defcribe the moft contemptible, and deteft-
able men that ever exifted; and this he did with as
much affurance, gs .if informations had been taken

" againtt



12 THE HISTORY

againft them in the moft juridical form, and they had
been convicted beyond a poffibility of reply. How-
ever, as he forefaw that the bithop of Tucuman would
hear every thing from perfons, who had quite ano-
ther opinion of the Jefuits, to intereft this prelate the
better in his caufe, he added, thatthefe fathers had
dared to advance, that he himfelf and his provifor had
incurred the cenfures of the church, for having confe-
crated him without bulls. Itis, however, certai that
they had never faid any fuch thing. But Don Ber-
nardin concluded it from certain writings publifhed,
to prove that he himfelf was bound by cenfures, and
of which he had taken it into his head that the Jefuits
were the authors. .

" WHaT he moft infifted upon in his letter, was the
indifpenfable:* 6bligation he pretended Don Melchior
was under, of aflembling a provincial council, in qua-
lity of the oldeft bifhop of the province, thearch-epif-
copal fee being at this time vacant ; for, faid he, the bu-
finefs is no lefs, than to ftop the progrefs of an evil,
which cannot be too foon reftrained, the inundation of
crimes and facrileges which deluge the province of Para-
guay, and the fchifm which tears the church ; than to
condemn monftrous herefies taught by the Jefuits; than

" to reftore to the church her privileges, and her jurif-

diétion ; than to hinder the bithops from being ftripe-
of their rights and revenues; than to provide for the
fafety of . their perfons; than to reftrain the cupidity
of the ufurpers of hismajefty’s domain and patronage;
than to put an end to the commerce they carry on in
the gold of Paraguay with ftrangers, "to the great pre-
judice of theking’s treafury; than, in fine, to fecure the
falvation of an infinite number of fouls redeemed with
the blood of Chrift, and_ perverted by a do@rine,
founded on heretical and fchifmatical principles.
THE better to engage the bithop of Tucuman not
" to defer the convocation of this council, Don Bernar-
“din, after ‘threatening him with the indignation of
NS R REYER ) . hcaven,



OF PARAGUAY. X3
heaven, in cafe he refufed to employ fo efficacious a
remedy for fo many evils, after putting him in mind
of the decree of the council of Trent, which en-
joins the frequent holding of provincial councils,
and thence concluding, that he was bound under
pain of mortal fin, to aflemble one, without any
further delay, added, “ I require it of you in the
¢« name of God, of the blefled apoftles, and of our
¢¢ mother, the holy church; I humbly and inoft ear-
¢ neftly require it, and with all the refpe& that is
¢ due to you.. I exhort you to it, protefting againft:
you, for theirreparable damages that muft infallibly
¢ refult from your refufal. May God avert fo great
¢ an evil ; may he infpire your moft illuftrious lord-
thip with fo neceffary a_refolution ; may he then .
raife you to the throne of the metropolis, and there
¢¢ preferve you many years, as I heartily with for the
£ of the church. At Corrientes, the third of
o %::?:jnary, 1645.” o
It appears by this letter, that all Don Bernardin’s
own conceits, and all the fuggeftions of certain per-
fons, acquired in his mind the appearance of the moft
evident truths, and that the force of his imagination
rivetted him fo clofe to the objeits of it, as to leave
no room for thofe refleCtions which might naturall
be expected to arife from them. For what could he
expect from a council, in which Don Melchior de
Maldonado was to prefide, fince he could not but
know from this prelate’s repeated letters to him, that
he differed widely from him in his fentiments, not
only concerning the Jefuits, but concerning his beha-
viour fince he had taken pofleflion of the fee of Para-
guay ; and how could hefend him, as hedid, his letter
and his memorial, by fatherde Cardenas, kiowing what
he thought of thisrehigious.  But, incapable of renoun-
cing any thing he had once taken into his head, he
could not believe, that it was poffible for any indif-
ferent perfon to diffent from him. Accordingly

the
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14 THE HISTORY

the bithop of Tucuman’s anfwer, though nothing
could be better adapted, made not the leaft impreflion
upon him to remove his prejudices. But I fhall give
acopy of it, that the reader may judge for himfelf.

: ¢ My Lorbp, :
“ Tuere are three articles in your moft illuftrious
- ¢ Jordfhip’s letter, which I cannot defer anfwering.
¢ The firft relates to what has lately happened to
¢. you, to which you add, that both I and my pro-
¢ vifor are made partakers of your difgrace *, for
¢ having confecrated you without feeing the pope’s
4 hulls. The fecond is, that the fathers of the com-
© ¢ pany of Jefus are the authors of all the mifchief,
¢¢ and that they have faid, they were inftituted to re-
¢ form the bifhops, and have advanced feveral other
¢ things, fome of which are heretical, and the reft
¢ little better. By thethird you earneftly prefs me to
¢ call a provincial council, and refer me, for my better
¢ information, to a relation that father de Cardenas
¢ was to communicate to me. I happened to be
s¢ at Rigja when this religious arrived at Santiago,
¢t and he fent me your letter, but I have not feen the
- ¢ relation. -

‘¢ In anfwer to the firft article, I do notknow what
¢ to think of all the accounts that have been fent
*¢ from Paraguay into this province, though I can fee
¢ there muft be a fault fomewhere : that the fathers
¢ of the company are the authors of all the mifchief,
‘¢ I read in your letter, butin that of father Lupercio,
£ their provincial, Tfind a very fuccin@® and modeft

"¢ relation, and withal, very full of refpe€t towards
¢t your moft illuftrious lordfhip, whofe conduét he
“¢ no way takes upon him to blame. When I com-

" This provifor had been one of the aflifting canons at the con-
fecration of Don Bernardin, who had no difpenfation for being
. ‘confecrated by a fingle bifhop, aflifted by two canons.

“ pare
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OF PARAGUAY. 15

pare it with yours, I obferve in it modefty, good
fenfe, gravity, all that can be expeéted from a man

¢ of his birth, and a religious of.the company of Je-

fus. lam bound to afford him that protettion,
which his actions feem to deferve. On this princi-
ple youaad I are agreed, finceit is an apoftolical
rule common to us both, to protet the innocent,
and ftill more, in the cafeof a religious order, which,
while it is perfecuted in Paraguay, is careffed at
Rome, and all the other courts of Europe. This
order has but juft made its appearance, and it can
already reckon a great many martyrs and faints, ali
of a diftinguithed rank. = The fecond Paul of the
church iffued from its bofom *, andno Jefuits have
been as yet known to give into herefies. As to the
gold mines of Paraguay, they are looked upon by
all men of fenfe, as an invention of hell to deftroy
their reductions. _

“ Bur, my Lord, let us put into the fcales, on
the one hand twelve thoufand crowns, which his
majefty allows them for this good work out of the
treafury of Buenos Ayres, and on the other the
millions of children baptized, the hundred thoufands
of adults converted and civilized, after having
been drawn out of their forefts in countries where
no Spaniard had ever fet his foot; thefe actions,
to judge of them by the rules of religion and rea-
fon, muft be, in the eyes of God, and all thinking
men, of great weight; let us confider their tem.
ples fo nch and magpificent, and where divine
fervice is performed with fo much folemnity:
how much fweat, fatigue and expence, muft
not fuch eftablithments have coft them! Thefe
are the gold mines of Paraguay. If thefe fathers

" ® This is likewife the name which Don Juan de Palafox give;
St, Francis Xavier, in his fhort account of the eftablifhment of
religious orders,

¢ were
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were fo intent upon accumulating riches, they would
not have given, as they are accufed, thirty thou-
fand gold crowns to a governor, from whom they
had nothing to hope. I have often'endeavoured
to find out, which way they could fend their gold
into foreign-countries, and to the enemies - of the
ftate, but I'have not as yet been able to find it out,
Certainly it is not by the way of St. Paul of Pi-

‘ratiningue. - Let us now fpeak of the herefies with
‘which they are accufed. o

*“ Ler your mott illuftrious lordfhip tell the ‘per-
fons who buzz thefe accufations into your ears, that
‘they are no better than impoftors; forbid them
your houfe, as to. fo many calumniators, and this

‘cry of herefy and fchifm will foon die away. I

have always obferved, my lord, that among all the
charges brought againft the Jefuits, no one has as
yet taken it into his head, to accufe them with
frequenting women, with foliciting them, ot with .
‘any other fuch crime, which the frailty of our na-
‘ture might render more credible : God has permit-
ted, that fuch things alone fhould be laid to-their
charge, as- are altogether improbable, and in re-
gard to which, they - need not take any trouble to

~ « juftify themfelves. - However, they have not been

a little mortified to fee themfelves accufed of he-
refy, and the other crimes with which you charge
them, but they could not take a better method to
‘clear themfelves, than by {peaking, as they do, with
fo much refpect and reverence for your lordfhip,
and without ever complaining of thofe who have
a fhare in the perfecutions rared againft them.,

- ¢ As to the provincial council, which you require

[
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me to affemble, I fully fatisfied my duty on that
head, . in the life-time of the archbifhop of. La
Plata, and my ‘endeavours have been properly ac- -
knowledged. ~ Befides, todo what you defire, there
mutft be other bithops befides myfelf, whom I could

: ‘ invite
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OF PARAGUAY. 17

invite to it. It would likewife be requifite, that
they fhould be able to confult, and confer with
each other, upon the fubjeéts to be treated of in
this council, 1n arder to judge of them more ma- .
turely ; for matters of this importance are not to be
lightly decided. I fhall always be ready to facrifice
my reft, and rifk my life and reputation, for the
Aervice of God; but I would not ftir a finger to
eternize my memory.  Every thing ought to be
tranfacted according to.the canons, decency, and
with good order ; and it is the maxim I fhall always
follow, when a council is to be called.
“ Now, it s proper you fhould know, that my
lord of Mifnhe is not at prefent in a condition to
aflift at it; that his lordfhip of Buenos Ayres has
not as yet taken pofleflion of his church, nor ac-
quired experience enough to judge of affairs of fuch
importance as thefe in queftion ; and laftly, that
the bifhop of Le Paz is dead. There remain,
therefore, but youand I, who will never be of the
fame opinion, becaufe, and you know it as well 4s
I do'myfelf, I muft maturely examine every thing,
and take the advice of feveral perfons of probity,
religion, and learning. I fhould even think myfelf
obliged to confult the fathers of the company, asI
always do in every conjuncture relating to my own
diocefe. Not only they give me good counfel, but
they fometimes contradi¢t me, and I am obliged to -
them for doing fo. ‘They do not reform me as bi-
fhop, but they tell me what is faulty in brother
Melchior. My ftate is more holy than theirs, and
in quality of bithop I am their mafter; this lays me
under an obligation of being the falt of the earth,
but I am not fure of being fo. C
“ You afk me, my lord, -what I would advife you
to do: But how fhould I advife a bithop; God: hav-
ing only charged me with the conduét of my flock ?
- You know better than I can tell you, what fhould.
Vou, II. C “ be
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be the rule of a bifhop’s conduct.—I wifh I could
always keep in mind, that the power communi-
cated to me in my confecration, and which I com-
municated to you in yours, does not confift 7
Jplendore veftium, fed morum; non ad iram, fed ad
omnimodam patientiam. Our Lord, who is the head
of bithops, has told us, if they bave perfecuted me,
they will perfecute you ; and how far have they per-
fecutéd him?—So far as to nail him to a crofs, and
leave not a fingle drop of blood in his veins.

¢ Now, did he from his crofs, call Pilate a here-
tick ?—Did he abufe the Pharifees?—I fee him be-
ftow his paradife on the good thief, who repented
of ‘his crimes; on the contrary, and though the
other reviled him, he faid nothing to him that fa-
voured of refentment. He prays to his father to
forgive his executioners.———Have we as yet been
perfecuted to the effufion of our blood?——Does
our -poverty equal his?—1I tell you, my lord, what
I know of our head; ¥'do not tell you that I fol-

.low his example; I do not tell you that you do not

follow it; but with your leave I will tell you, what
is expected from both of us.  There are always
people ready to exafperate us by their, evil counfels,
and make us forget what religion, and the holinefs
.of the chara&er with which we are invefted, require
of us. The Pharifees faid to our Head, If you are
the Son of God, -defcend from the crofs.—Evil
counfellors fpeak to us pretty much in the farme
manner, when they exhort us to punifh the injuries
and affronts, that have been offered to us.” '

In the mean time, the governor of Paraguay, not

content with having informed all the fuperior tribunals
of America, with his reafons for making Don Bernar-
din leave his province, fent to the royal council of
the Indies, juridical informations of all that had hap-

‘pened in his government, fince that prelate had en-

tered

~
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tered it, in order to prove that he had no other means
left to prevent the total ruin of it, as well as of the re-
ductions on the Parana, re-eftablifh peace and good
order, and puta ftop to the fcandals growing from day
to day more numerous and flagrant.  The Jefuits on
their fide took precautions to prevent the confequences
of the perfecution they groaned under, and named a
Judge confervator, to whom, in virtue of a bull of
Gregory XIII. received in all the dominions of the
Catholick king, this quality gives a right to oppofe,
in his majefty’s name, any attempts upon their ho-
nour, their goods, or their life, and profecute the per-
fons who fhould make fuch attempts.

. Nor did Don Gregorio fail to acquaint the
council of his having been reduced to the ne- 1646,
ceflity of employing the militia of the reduc- “—~~
tions, to re-eftablifh his authority, almoft annihilated
by the bifhop’s intrigues, adding, that they had on
this occafion given him the ftrongeft proofs of their
loyalty, their obedience, and their zeal for the king’s
fervice. But the year following, they gave him l%ill
more inconteftable proof, and fuch as, befides, fur-
nifthed him with an opportunity of convincing his ma-
Jefty, how much it imported the fafety of the province
committed to his care, not to permit thefe Indians to
be difturbed, and much lefs ftripped of the privileges
granted to them. The Guaycurus, reinforced by a
great number of allies, feemed to have formed a refo-
lution to drive the Spaniards out of the Affumption,
and had prepared for the execution of it with fo much
fecrecy, that the maffacre of feveral perfons who lived
in the country, was only confidered as one of the otdi-
nary hoftilities, in which thefe Barbarians ufed to have
no other view, but that of plundering fome fcattered
habitations, and which might eafily be checked by a
detachment or two of foldiers.

C 2 : BuTt
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Bur it foon appeared, that the capital itfelf was
what they aimed at, and that they were marching to-
wards it, with forces much fuperior to any the Spani-
ards could oppofe them with.  This intelligence hav-
ing been firft given by the Cacique, of one of the Pa-
rana reduitions, with a circumftantial account of the
enemy’s numbers, the governor immediately charged
him to raife, and bring to him as {oon as poffible, a
body ' of the militia belonging to thefe fettlements.
The Cacique loft no time in obeying thefeorders, and
his expedition difconcerted the meafures, which the
Guaycurus were taking to fall at once from all quar-
ters upon the province, ~ where they flattered them-
felves they fhould find very few upon their guard
againft them. ,

T ue Neophytes fell upon a great bedy of them, who
. expefted nothing lefs than to be attacked, and cut them
to pieces; and this check fpread fo great a terror among
the allies of thefe Barbarians, that fcarce one of them
was afterwards to be met with. Don Gregorio, in the
account he gave of this action to the council of the
Indies, did not forget to obferve, that if he had not

ut it out of the bithop of Paraguay’s power, to carry
mto execution the project formed by him againft the
redu@tions, he could not have found in them fo fea-
fonable a fuccour; as no one doubted, but that the
very minute the Jefuits, who alone poffefled the entire
confidence of the new Chriftians, fhould be removed,
they would all defert, and thereby leave the province
expofed to the danger of being irretrievably loft.

T ue banifhed prelate, however, entertained greater
hopes than ever, of being again able to enter his dio-
cefe in triumph: he had a great many friends and pro-
te€tors at La Plata, the place of his birth, to whom
he ufed to fend his expurgatory memorials, and re-
lied fo much upon their credit, and the goodnefs of
his caufe, ‘that he no longer doubted but that the royal
audience, freed of the prejudices with which he faid

his
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his enemies had infpired them, and to which he attri-
buted all the citations of that tribunal to appear per-.
fonally before it, would immediately re-eftablith him
in his fee. But he was very much furprifed to hear
that the city of Corrientes, where he ftill remained,
and all thofe where he could meet with an afylum,
had received orders from this fuperior court, to refufe
him admittance, or turn him out, in cafe he had al-
ready taken up his refidence in them, unlefs he con-
fented to obey the order with which he had been ferv-
ed, as the tranquillity of thefe provinces, and the fer:
vice of the king'depended ¢ntirely on his obedience*
THoucH tips froke ftartled. hint not a littls, -t did
not difconcert him ;: for as the royal audience'ttill ftiled
him bithop of Paraguay, he pretended, that: before
he fet out for La Plata, it was proper he fhould go tq
the Affumption,” were it only to-appoint a grand vicar
to ‘govern the diocefe during his abfence; and towards
the clofe of the year, 1646, or the beginning of the
following, .he embarked at Corrientes to retum to it
But when he had got within eight leagues of it;. the
governor caufed him to be ferved with an order not to
come:any nearer. Upon this he would fain have fand-
ed . at the very place where tlfe order found him, in
hopes of being able to get from thence to the Affimp-
tion by :byeiroads; and fhow himfelf there, whernrhe
fhould be leaft expe@ed ; but thofe who conducted
his bark, would not” permit him to ftir out of it; and
in fpite of all his prayers and his’ threats broughe him
back to Corrientes, .. - L o
. Hers-he recelved a new citation from the 1647.
royal awdience, -likke the preceding, and dated v~
}):uéxz s 1644,1the addrefs of which imported,. that
*had -been ‘namad to ‘the bithoprick of Popayas.

~

i’ b P . P - . .
- *:Que de no obedécer, 3o hagan falir de log nneftros Reynos y
Senorigs. ¢amo ageno.y. eftremo, por importar afli para la quictud
de aquellas provincias, y al fervicio de fu mageftad. ]

C3 This
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This city is the capital of a province of the fame natne
in the new kingdom of Granada, and lies a thoufand
leagues, atleaft, from the Affumption. Don Bernar-
din confidered this nomination as an honourable exile,
and he reprefented to his majefty, who had already
given advice of it to the metropolitan, and the chap-
ter of the cathedral of Popayan, that the length of the
Journey, and his great age, did not permit him to ac-
cept of that bithoprick.

THE year following, Don Diego Efcobar

1648.: Oforio, having fucceeded Don Gregorio de

“~~ Hiniftrora, in the government of Paraguay ;
Don Bernardin de Cardenas no fooner got intelligence
of this alteration, - than he fet out for the Affumption;

He had at laft, itfeems, obtained leave for that pur-.

pofe, from the royal audience of Charcas, or from the
viceray, but merely in order to fette his affairs there:
it is at leaft certain, that in their inftructions to the
new governor, they exprefsly. enjoined him to oppofe
every thing this prelate and his party might astempt
to the prejudice of the Jefuits. Don Bernardin,  how-
ever, was more bent than ever, upon driving thefe fa-
thers out of the province, and out of their reduétions;.
and though, to make fure of his blow; it was proper.
he fhould know what he had to fear or expest from
the new governor.  In preaching on'St. Peter’s-day,
he had not command enough over himfelf, not to in-
veigh againft the fociety; he did it, however, with
more moderation than ufual. . U

WaaT gave him moft hopes, was. the manner jn
which hehad been received at the Aflumption, amidft
the acclamatians, of the people,  and conduéted, :as it
were, in triumph to the convent of -$t. Francis, where
he firft took up his lodginﬁ. He flattered himfelf, . that
all the orders of the-city had taken fhare in this recep-
tjon, and from thence concluded; that he fhould foon
find it an eafy matter to compafs every thing he might
think proper to attempt. ~ A letter; which he ’meivecllz

' ‘ ' muc
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much about' the fame time, from Don John de Pala-
fox, bifhop of the city of Angels, in Mexico, ferved
greatly to confirm himin his notions, that what he had
meditated againft the Jefuits, was an infpiration from
above. . This letter was, it is generally believed, 3 cir-
calar letter, which Don John de Palafox wrote to fe-
veral bifhops of America, in order to engage them
to join againft the Jefuits, with whom, every one
knows, the great quarrels he had in New-Spain,
though he afterwards fpoke very honourably of them,
in the works hé compofed, when.bithop of Ofma.

. To return tothe new governor of Paraguay, though
a member of the royal audience of Charcas, he had
fet-out from La Plata, without well knowing how the
minds-of the peoplé were difpofed in the capital of his
province, nor to whom he fhould apply, in.order to
know it, - as it was requifite he thould. ~ This his ne-
gligence was occafioned by the different, and atmoft
always contradiGory accounts, : that people were con- -
tinually fending to La Plata, . and the different imipref-
fions they made on thofe who came to the knowledge
of them. It is befides certain, that numbers of per-
fons were entircly devoted to the bifhop; that the fpi- -
rit of fedition” had feized on the multitude, burtied on.-
by the hopes, with which they. had been filled,. of
feeing the Chriftians of the Parana, in a fhort time,
brought under perfonal fervice. -

Don Dizco, however, :evenbefore his arrival at the.
capital, had the faireft apportunity of knowing what
was to be expeéted from men animated by the prafpect
of fo great an acquifition ; for he was informed on the
road, that in confequence of a report fpread at the A~
fumption, that he had exprefs orders not to permit the
Jefuits to be molefted, two mifcreants had fet out from
it to affaffinate him, and upon this fent for a thoufand
Indians of the redutions to efcort him.  The promp-
titude with which thefe Neophytesjoined him, and the
flight of fome perfons, when the news of their arrival had

Cs reached
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reached the capital, made him thoroughly fenfible of -
the greatnefs of the evils he was charged to remedy.

He, therefore, refolved to behave towards the bi-
fhop, with all the attention and refpect due to his cha-
ratter, and not leave him the leaft room to fu/pect,
that he had brought with him from La Plata any pre- .
Judices that could ever fo little impair the harmony,
in which the good of the publick required they fhould
live, as long as the prelate remained in his province.
As to the Jefuits, he behaved towards them in fuch
a manner, as to let them fee, that all they had to ex-
pet from him, . was, that he could not fuffer them
ta be injured, either in their eftate,  or honour; but.
his moderation proved of more fervice to them, than -
the moft publick declaratlons in their favour could
havedone.. e

It dppears, too, that he took no meaﬁflres to make
Don - Bernardin comply :with what the royal audience
- required of him, and it is certain,. that this prelate
thought of nothing lefs than repairing to 'La Platay:
fince after three weeks refidence in the convent of St.
Francis, he removed to the epifcopal palace, and then .
thought: proper to repeat the ceremony of being in-.
ductedito the fee of Paraguay. This:ceremony was
accordingly performed with the loud applaufes of the:
people ; -but fome canons renewed their: proteftations:
againft it, and began a fecond time to celebrate the
divine ofﬁce in the-College-church. . Fatber. Sobriuo,
who was ftill reQor of it;. father Diaz Tane, fuperior
general of the reduftions of the Parana, and father.
de Borod, - who foon fucoeeded fathey Sobrino, had
fhut themfelves up in this:honfe, and. it was not long:
before. they had reafon to be convinced, that Don Bex- -
nardin; waited only for a favourable opportumty to
drive thém out of it, A . g

He:
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He already began to republith all the calumnies
againft them, which he had for many years paft been
fpreading all over the city and the province. His
confidants zealoufly feconded him, - efpecially a lay-
brother of his order, whom we fhall again hav® occa-
fion to fpeak of. Nothing came amifs to this religi-
ous, and to thofe who fupplied him with materials fglor
his defamatory libels. ‘T'he only thing that appeared
difficult to them, was to find proofs: to convince the
impartial publick, for people knew fo well moft of
thofe, who had blindly devoted themfelves to the bi-
fhop, thattheir fignatures could beof no great weight;
but they foon bethought themfelves of fuch an expedi-
ent, of which, -certainly, no one could ever have fuf-:
pected them. .

THis was to compel.thofe over .whom they had
any power, even youths at fchool, to fign what writ-
ings' they.thought proper, and that, too, without be-
ing .permitted to read thom. One of thefe young
men, icalled Ignatius Frias, having been forbid by
his father ‘to: put his mame so any writing prefented to
him .in this manner, had courage enough to permit’
himfelf. to be cruelly fcourged, rather than comply
with their wicked injunétions. 'He fince entered the
company, and filled in it, with honour, the firft em-
ployments. When, for wantof time; thie copies could-
not be multiplied, they obliged perfons.tofign blanks;
which they afterwards' filled with every thing they
thought:proper. A packet of thefe ready. figned blanks,
direéted tv brother Villalon, Don Bernardin’'s folicitor-
in Spain, fell into the hands of the Englifh, who be-
ing’ informed by the letters that accompanied them,
of the ufe they were to be applied to, were extremely
fcandalized - at o villainous a contrivance.

Bur while Don Bernardin was o well ferved by
thofe whom he had entrufted with his interefts, he did
not himfelf forget them,. and accordingly omitted no-
thing to difcover the governor’s fentiments concerning

- ) the
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the Jefuits, or to accuftom him to fee them ftripped
of their reductions.  He began by depriving them of
that of the Itatines; . and he found means of giving fo

a colour'to this his firft attempt, that Don
Diego Bicobar Oforio, who did not immediately fore-
fec the confequences of it, gave him no oppofition.
Since the laft ravages committed by the Mamelus in
the miflions among thefe Indians, the remains of them
had been removed to the weft of the Paraguay, in the
canton of Caaguazu, about one hundred leaguesé north -
of the Affumption, and formed into two towns.: The
milionaries in thus placing the river between the Ita-
tines, and their enemies, had another view, befides
that of fecuring them from any- hoftile furprife.

WEe have already (een their reafons for. withing to
be able to found churches, ‘at.that fide of the Para-
guay. Their firft attempt had mifcarried by the
death of father de Romero, .but they now expected
to meet with better fuccefs by: means of the Itatines,
who ftill amounted to three thoufand fouls, including
fome other Indians who had joined them; and there
was the greateft reafon in the world to expe, that in
afhort time, their numbers would be greatly increafed.
Nothing befides could be more advantageous to the
province of Paraguay, than the eftablifhment of thefe
redutions, as they could not fail of becoming, in time,
a reftraint upon the Guaycurus, and the Payaguas,
with whom the Spaniards could no longer expeét to
enjoy a durable peace. . But the new governor did
not as yet fee of what importance it was, to oppofe
to thefe wild Indians other Indians, upon winch the
Spaniards could depend, or conceive the danger of
this infant colony’s being difperfed, as foon as thoie
who were forming it fhould be withdrawn : - he there-.
fore heard with. great indifference, that two fecular
priefts, were fet out to take place of the Jefuits among:
the Itatines; he did not know, perhaps, that thefe ec-
: L clefiafticks
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clefiafticks had an armed force to put them i1 pofleffion
of their cures, and no doubt was hindered from hear-
ing, that the four Jefuits, ftationed among the Itatines
had been drivenout of their churehes, brought back
to the Affumption, and foill treated, during the jour-

" ney, that father de Arenas loft his life by it.

‘ BuT what was ftill more melancholy, the Itatines,
from a perfuafion that this alteration. was levelled at
their: liberties, immediately mutinied, and this unex-
pected commotion terrified their two paftors to fuch
a degree, ‘that they directly fet out for the Affump-
tion, where, ontheir arrival, they publickly exprefled
their furprile at the Jefuits being able to fubfift: among
Indians, who paid no: retribunan, either for mafles,
or for burials. In a'word, the two reductions: were
foon deferted, -and the bithop, perfuaded that the Je-
fuits could not ‘make any good Chriftians, chofe to
leave this difperfed flock without a paftor, rather than

- fend back to them thofe, wha alone could bring them
back to the fold. - o .

. Tuis, however, was farfrombeing the opiniop of the
soyal audience of Charcas; for; on the firft advice this
tribunal received, of what had happened among the
Itatines, it gave the moft pofitive orders to fend back

‘the Jefuits to them. But, as almoft'a whole year had
clapfed, fince thefe Indians had fled their reductions;
whatever diligence .thofe fent to rally. them . could
make, /they could fearce bring together one -half of
them; and itis inconceivable what fatigues they fuf-
fered on the occafion ; father Manfilla’s legs were on
the point of rotting off, and! the ‘worms which bred
in them, gave him fo much pam, -that it was found
neceffary to remove him to Corduba, as the Jefuits
had already’ been expelled the Affumption. - So long
ajourney increafed his complaints, and the.remedies
came too late-to aftord him any great eafe. - It was
umpoffible, however, to refufe him the favour he re«

' S v quired
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quired with the greateft eameftnefs, of being permit-
ted to go anddiein hid miffion. . . o
Don BERNARDIN’s party was all this time daily in-
creafing at the Aflumption, by favour of that kind’
of ndifference, with which the governor feemed :to.
be feized, .in regard- to the Jefuits; and which,. pro-
bably," might be owing to his fears of falling into the
fame danger he had cfcaped, in his: journey from La:
Plata; -io that the out-cry againft thefe religious'
became:in a manner.general. They could fcarce fhow:
themielves anywhere; . .without' being infulted,” nor
did. their enemies ftop here. Father Diaz Tano, fo.
ntuch refpefted every. where elfe,’ and “the moft re-
fpetted- in this capital, of any: of his brethren,  was
now. lim who . ran -the greateft. rilk in -appearing
abroad. . Father Anthony Manquiano was oneday ac+
eofted by a mifcreant, who plainly told him, he did
mot.keow..what fhould hinder him from tearing - out
bis Heart'todevourit.  ‘Things, in thort, were carried
to fuch extremities, that the retor was obliged ‘to
thut up. his chiurch; and forbid “his -religious 1o go
abroad..: :Nay, .they. would not "have.been fafe at
bdme, were it not ifor. the guards, which the judge
canfervatar-had: canfed to be given. to them.- ol
+ - Tuey had ftill;: however, a great many friends itt
the.city'y but, as thé bifiop. had again excommunis
¢dted: them, not.one of: thofe who: wifhed them. beft;
would venture to hold any correfpondence with them §
and the.gevernor, who did not doubt- of the excom4
munication’s being valid, - gave them no aflittance, fot
fear of embroiling himfelf, as his predeceflor had.fo
bften dene.: As:Dow Bernardin, however, knew: full
well, ‘that:he fhould. never be able to make Don Diego
¢onlkneto the banifhmentof the Jefuits, he carefully
svoided {peaking to hifmi of it. - + But:this barriery
which the prelate was afraid to trefpafs, fell of ufelf;
when people leaft expected it.. Don Diego died'al-
mait fuddenly, after taking fomething that had been
fent
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fent tohim, as a fovereign remedy againft a diforder
with which he was then troubled.

Tue breath had fcarce left his body, when
the citizens aflembled tumultuoufly at the 1649.
town-houfe, to give him a fucceflor, till the ‘>~~~
king fhould appoint a new governor ; and this in vir-
tue of the pretended fchedule of Charles V, which no -
longer gave this privilege to the town-houfe of the AL
fumption, and, in contempt of the prerogative of the
viceroy of Peru, orin hisabfence, the royal audience
of Charcas. But the inhabitants of the Affumption
had by this loft all fight of law, or fuperior autho-
rity: and, while the leading-men were confulting in
the town-houfe, the populace, fetan by the creatures
of the bifhop, proclaimed him governor and captain-
general.  Of thofe in place, fome thought as the po-
pulace did, and the reft were afraid to declare againft
them, fo that Don Bernardin de Cardenas took pof-
feffion of his government, without the leaft oppofi-
tion. -

Tue expulfion of the Jefuits was now no longer
confidered as an uncertain event; but Don Bernar-
din was unwilling to declare himfelf, till he had taken
his meafures fo well, that every thing he had, fhoyld
appear to have been done, in confequence of the re-
iterated entreaties of all the orders of the city. He,
therefore, began by difplacing thofe, he was cer-
tain did not approve his views, and even obliged
feveral of them to retire to their country-feats. His
emiflaries then fpread themfelves over all the quarters
of the capital, to fpirit up the people, and engage
them to afk, that the Jefuits thould be driven out of
thecity ; and to animate them ftill more, one day
that the bithop officiated pontifically in his cathe-
dral, he turned towards the people after the confecra-
tion, and fhowing them the blefled hoft, Do you believe,
wmy brethren, faid he, thar Jefus Chrift is bere prefent
ander thefe fpecies # Then, on their crying out, that they

were
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were difpofed to fhed the laft drop of their blood in
defence of this truth: Be as firmly perfuaded, replied
he, that I bave an order from the king, to drive the Fe-
Juits out of this city. : :

Docror Francis Xarque, after relating this fac,
adds, that he could not  believe that a bifhop had
fpoken in this manner, againft his confcience ; and
that, therefore, fome of his party muft have impofed -
upon him, by forging a letter to him, in the king’s
name, and counterfeiting the hand and feal of his
majefty. But brother Villalon, in his memorials
prefented to the council of the Indies, thought the
fhorteft way was to deny the fact, though of pub-
lick notoriety. Be that as it will, certain it is, -
that this declaration of the bifhop’s thoroughly per-
fuaded the multitude, that the Jefuits were really guil-
ty of all the crimes he laid to their charge. Great
care was afterwards taken to give out, that the expul-
fion of thefe religious, would put the bifhop-gover-
nor in poffeflion of upwards of twenty thoufand In-
dians, and that he intended - to diftribute them among
the Spaniards, in proportion to the ardour with which
they fhould fecond his zeal for church and ftate; and
what riches, was it further added, are now going to flow
into thefe provinces from the gold mines, which thefe
enemies of God and the king, tave hitherto kept fo
fecret, but which will be eafily diicovered, when once
they have been driven out of their reductions,

WHhEeN the minds of the people had been thus pre-
‘pared, there appeared an edi¢t of the prelate, requir-
ing, on pain of excommunication and even death,
all the inhabitants capable of carrying arms to repair
to the ftandard of John de Villejo - Villafanti, heu-
tenant of the king, and execute every thing that
this officer fhould enjoin them ; and this edi¢t having
" been punctually complied with, on the 16th of March,

1649, Villafanti put himfelf at their head, and march-
.éd to the college, which he found fhut. But, after
' a fum-
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a fummons to the Jefuits to open it, and which, it
is probable, they did not hear, being then at prayers
in an inner-chapel, he ordered the gate to be hewed
to pieces with hatchets, entered the chapel with his
clerk, and fome other officers; ferved the rectar
with an order to leave the city direclly, with all his
religious, and evacunate with all {fpeed the reductions
of the Parana, and all the other eftablithments the
company had in the province of Paraguay,

ThHe rettor anfwered, that the Jefuits had erefted
the college of the Aflumption, with the permiflion of
Philip II. and had received from his fucceflors re-
peated orders not to abandon it without their leave,
and that they could not, without rendering themfelves
guilty of difobedience, do what he now required of
them. Father Diaz Tano fhewed him, at the fame
time, all the pieces, that ferved to prove what father
De Boroa had advanced : but Villafanti, not deigning
fo much as to look at them, made a fignal to his men
to execute the orders he had before-hand given them.
Upon this, they all fell furioufly upon the Jefuits,
loaded them with injuries and ‘blows, pulled thein to
the ground, trampled them under their feet; and ufed
them fo ill, that the bifhoF of Tucuman, in a letter
to the pope, thought himlelf obliged to give his ho-
linefs a circumftantial account of the manner in which
they were treated. -

Some of thefe religious, who happened to be fick,
were violently dragged out of their ‘beds. And all
of them, when well, bound and fettered, hauled to
the river, and put on board canoes kept there to re-
ceive them: fome memoirs fay that they were thrown
into a bark, without failors or oars; all agree that
they were abandoned to the ftream without any pro-
vifions, and might thus have been carried into the

“ocean, had they not been wrecked on an ifland. This
ifland, however, was fo far from Corrientes, that it was
with great difficulty they reached this place, where the

) camp-
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camp-mafter, Don Emanuel Cabral, invited them to his
houfe, and omitted nothing to make them forget the
ill ufage they had received. He took particular care
of the fick, and laid out his houfe in fuch a manner,
as to be able to give a feparate room to every prieft.
Here they remained a whole year at his expence, and in
the mean time, acquitted themfelves of all the duties
of their miniftry, in fuch a manner, as not only effaced
all the bad impreflions the inhabitants of this place
might have received to their difadvantage, in confe-
quence of the accounts induftrioufly propagated by the
inhabitants of the Aflumption, but infpired them with
the ftrongeft defire of having among them a college
of the company.

Tuar of the Afflumption, as foon as the Jefuits
had left it, was treated like a place taken by ftorm.
The enraged multitude carried off every thing they
could lay hands upon, even the doors of the houfe,
and the gates of the church. The pulpit and the con-
feflionals they broke to pieces, having been made to be-
lieve that the Jefuits preached heretical dotrines from
the one, and fhed the poifon of corrupt morals from the
other. Though the great altar and the tabernacle had
been conftructed by the ableft artifts in all Spain, in the
beft tafte, and with the greateft magnificence, and com-
pofed, befides, of materials equal to the exquifitenefs of
the workmanfhip, in the firft tranfports of fury, with
which the bithop’s partizans were animated, they would
have broke thefe fine ornaments'to pieces, but means
having been found to appeafe them, it was thought
proper to remove them to the cathedral, which had
no ornaments that could compare with them; and as
the pillars of the altar being of the fame height with
‘the college-church, were too high for that where they
now intended to fix them, it was found requifite to
fhorten them, and by this alteration deftroying the
proportion of thefe pieces, entirely fpoiled the beauty
of them. ' S

~ THERE
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THere were, likewie, on both fides of the great

. alwr two very handfome ftatues, reprefenting faint

Ignatius, and faint Francis Xavier, which the multi-
tude would fain convert into a faint Peter and a faint
Paul; butthey only made two monftersof them, that
refembled nothing. There was, likewife, a picture
which reprefented our Lord, fuch, as it is faid, he ap-
peared to the fameous Donpoa Maria de Efcobar, whofe
Jmeinory is held in- veneration all over Spain ; fomeone
or other cried out, that this figure was the invention of
the Jefuits, becaufe iv reprefented this divine Saviour,
drefled in a foutane, very like that wore by thefc fa-
shers.  For this reafon, after cutting off the head in
order to preferve it, they threw the reft into the fire,
Jn the chambers of the religious, nothing was to be
found, that could excite the cupidity of the moit
wretched among the plundergrs.  They had no plate,

- but what belenged to the church and the congregas .

don, and shat was foon carried off, aswell as the ore
naments of thealtar. In fine, nothing was left ftand-
ing, butthewalls, the roofs, and thefloars, and thefé
oo were foon confidetably damaged, They fet fire

“to them in twelve places; but though there were na

.arches in the whole building, even the floors regeived
no damage from the flames, People were greatly
{urprifed at this, and feveral perfons cried out loudly,
-that God preferved this houfe, and that thfiﬂ!emim
would foon return to it; but to make this a falle pro-
phecy, it-was refdlved to take ather meafures, to level
‘every thing with- the .ground ; and they began with
the church, .whith was {upporied by a fteeple, a great

‘ddal higher than its roof. -

" Asno Jime-ftones had heen, a5 yet, ‘diféo‘vered in
thie country, it-wasimpoflible to keep even the largeft

-buildings ‘togéther, otherwife than by interlacing

them with wooden pillars, for which the forefts of

- Paragnay yiekl trees of thegreateft height, and thick
-in. propostion. . The intervals between thefe pillars

Vor. IL D were
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were filled up with fmall ftones and bricks, bound
together with nothing but earth. - The tower of the
. college-church confifted of feveral ftories of this kind
‘of mafonry, and to bring it to the ground, they tied
ftrong ropes to feveral of the pillars; but with all their
might they found it impoflible to overturn them.
They. were therefore obliged to defift, though not sill
they had reduced both the church and the houfe to:
fuch a condition, that thefe buildings could only ferve
for the fhelter of aninals, and as a place of rendez-
vous for feveral abominations, which were afterwards
committed in them. '

Don BerNARDIN’s next care was to acknowledge
the zeal of thofe, who had ferved him fo well; but
all to a few Negroes, whom they immediately feized,
there was very little plunder to divide among fo many
pretenders, ¥-le found it ftill more difficult to juftify
' the eyesof the fuperior tribunals, and the royal
council, the violences he had exercifed on this  oc~
cafion, even though the Jefuits had been ten times
more guilty than hepretended. No man living, be-
fides himfelf, couldimagine, that fuch an execution,
merely on the ftrength of his own private a“‘hd.‘fi‘iﬁ
and without ohferving any formality of juftice, co
ever be approved in any place but.a city, whofe in-
- habitants he had feduced, and brought over to his in-
tereft, by the hopes'with which he fed them, of be-
ing able to make immenfe fortunes by the fpoils of
the Jefuits. He had even impofed upon himflf to
fuch a degree, that having received the' compliments
-of femne perfons upon what he had done, fo early as
the 15th of April he difpatched to Madrid, - brother
San Diego de Villalon, his folicitor, with juridical in-
formations which he had drawn up, to juftify his
~condu®, and fhew the prefling neceflity there was
for his taking fuch violent meafures.
" Tue Jefuits on their fide were not wanting to them-
felves, and loft no time in fuing for juftice, In vir-
- : . tue
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tue of a brief of Gregory XIII. it is lawful for them,
when greatly injured in their eftate or honour, to ap-
point a judge confervator for themfelves, who exa-
mines their complaints in a fummary manner, and pro-
nounces fentence in the name of the fovereign pontiff,
whofe delegate he becomes;, in virtue of his nomina-
tion; and this brief has been received in all the do-
minions of the Catholick king, on condition that. the
fuperior tribunals of every diftri¢t (hould allow the
caufe to be within the competence of a_judge confer-
vator, and approve the perfon eleted to aét in that
quality. . The Jefuits began by complying with thefe
conditions; and father Alphonfusde Ojeda, rector of
the college of Corduba, who had alseady repaired to
La Plata, tocomplain to the royal audience there of
what had happened at the Affumption, was charged
with this bufinefs. ’ ]
But though he loft no time, Don Bernardin was
before-hand withhim. All he got, however, by his
~ extraordinary diligence was to inform this fuperior
court of what it cauld fcarce have credited on the fim-
ple relation of father De Ojeda: and accordingly it
made no difficulty of granting this father all he afked.
The Jefuits firft named for their judge confervator Don
Gabriel de Peralta, dean of the cathedral; but he re-
prefented to them, thatas he had fome perfonal quar-
rels with Don Bernardin, it did not become him to act .
ashis judge, and begged them to choofe another, add-
ing, that he would not refufe to judge the accomplices
and executors of the prelate’s violences. Nothing could
be more reafonable than this refufal; and therefore the
Jefuits immediately named for their judge-confervator
againft the bithop, father Peter Nolafco, fuperior of the
religious of the Merci, who was willing to act on the
occafion ; and asit was proper to begin with the author
of all the mifchief, as foon as all the permiffions were
arrived from La Plata, he proceeded regularly to bufi-
nes. Don Bernardin haBing refufed to appear to an);
: Q
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of the citations father Nolafco caufed to be ferved upon
him, and continuing to att as if he had never done
anx thing but according to the rules of the ftricteft
juftice, father Nolafco, after hearing all the witnefles,
and obferving all the formalities requifite in a caufe of
this importance, figned and publifhed his definitive
fentence the 19th of Ofober, 1649. That of the
dean of the cathedral was not pronounced and figned
till the 22d of January, 1652. -
- In the mean time, the royal audience, fully per-
fuaded, that the pretended fchedule of Charles V. of
which the corporation of the Affumption had availed
themfelves to choofe a governor, did not exift any
where, butin Don Bernardin’s imagination, -and that
nothing could juftify his behaviour fince his eleftion,
thought proper not to leave this province any longer
_ without a head, that could re-eftablith order and fub-
ordination in it, and therefore named vifitor of Para-
guay, with the title of governor and captain-general
par sintérim, Don Andrew Garavito de Leon, knight
of Santiago, and one of its Oydors. . ~
- BuT as Don Andrew was obliged to ftop on the road
to make another vifit, and therefore could not expect -
to arrive at the Affumption, time enough to remedy
the more prefling evils, the royal audience fent to the
camp-mafter-general a commiffion, to aét as gover-
hor and captain-generalof Paraguay, till Don Andrew’s
arrival, with orders to affemble fufficient forces to re~ .
inftate the Jefuits in their college, and prevent any at-
. tempts againft them for the future.

T ue fame tribunal afterwards iffued a decree, which
enjoined Don Bernardin de Cardenas to appear imime-
diately before them in perfon, in order tofhew his rea-
fons for caufing himfelt to be acknowledged in quality
of governor and captain-general of the Province of Pa-
raguay, and then driving the fathers of the company
out of -the Affumption ; adding, thatasthefe two cafes

. ‘wereof the competency of the fecular tribunals, hise‘pif-l
B - copa
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copal dignity could be no pléa i either, for not ac-
knowledging the jurifdi€tion of the court, and fubmit-
ting toit. 'The audience then gave notice of all its
proceedings to the marquisDe la Mancera, viceroy of
Peru, who approved and confirmed them. =~
T'o return to Don Sebaftian de Leon, who'wasthe
firft to be charged with the execution of thefe prders,
he had retired ta the-country a little: before the . Jefits
had been driven owt of their college, to avioid bemg
fpettator of an event, which'heforefaw and.conld not
prevent’; apd, perbaps too, pot to draw upemhimfelf
a fecond time the .indignation of the bithop, -the
weight of whofe refentment he had already fet. In-
recerving the cammiffion addrefled to him'bylteroyal
audience of La Plata, he faw: full well all thediffioul-
ties he muft expet to meet.in executing it, -and: he
thought propernot.ta thew' himfelf; fo foon:in the- ca-
pital; from a perfuafton that his: prefence would-only
ferve to increafe the confufionthere,  and :that . his
party in-it would be much the .weakeft. - The courfe,
therefore, hetook,  was to make hisfirft appeatanoe in
" the moft diftans plantations; snd thdre notify- his com-
miffion. - - His two brothers,” and .fome other perfons
of note, who had retired for the fame reafons he hime
felf Had done, . foan joined hirh,: and.his campany: ins-
ercafed little by little to a confiderable number.:. ‘As
foon, ‘therefore, as - he faw-himfelf ‘ftrang- enough:to
act with vigoar, -he fént an exprefs toCarrientes td de.
fire the Jefuits to come and joins bim ; he thanfent 2
pesfon to notify his commiffion o' the corporation. of
the Affumption and the officers who had': remained
there, affuririg them that he would not exereife any of
the functions of lhis office, till he bad firlt commumi:
cated to them all the orders nd infiructions:which:-he
had received fron the royal audience. : .. i -,
.He was i#t the ' mean time privately advifed, ito be
wery much upon his guard, .as both Spaniards:and In-
dians had bees made fo. take. up. arms, and it was
. - D3 every
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every where given out, that no power had a right to-
ftrip Don Bernardin de Cardenas of his government.
The prelate efpecially had imbibed this ftrange notion ;
and among fuch of his papers, as were afterwards fent
to the royal council of the Indies, there was found a.
letter, dirééted to John Romero dela Croix, in which
he faid, ¢ That hewason the point of dittinguithing.
< himfelf by heroick exploits, and fignal vicories ;
¢ that he had both force and juftice. on his fide ; that
« all.the. capital fided with him, firmly refolved never
¢ toreceive any Jefuits, or their friends, within its
“- wajls, and not to acknowledge Don Sebattian de.
¢ Leonasgovernér. Andin fact, added he, would'
¢ irmotbe'the height of madnefs- to receive in " this:
¢ quality; 'an excommunicated perfon, a heretick, a.
¢ thaitor. God will not allow it, and will depnve
¢ of life; :as he deprived thelaft, swhoever thall, like
¢ him, p;eﬁrme 1o act as governor;’ for it -is from.
¢ God 1 hold.the government.” : .

-Don-SEsasTian thought proper to. aﬂow hlm time;
to reflec .an the confequences of the fteps he was go+
ing to-take, till, hearing that they were making in the
capital, all the preparations ufually-made: in a place
threatened with a fiege, he fent for theSpanith miki-
tia of the province, mand: three thpufand.Parana Neo-
?hytcs, 4md, - as foonias they. had joined * him, fet-out-

or thecapltal ‘But the approach: of the:Indians, fo
far from intimidating the bifhop’s fdrces, .gave thems
the greatéft joy. . Thefe {roops, it feems, had beer
‘made to.believe, -that the ‘angels ‘hdd’: promiled the
prelate:ta fight for him, and, on the: fisength of. this
apparinop; “had pravided themfelves with ropes to:tie
the Indians, whomr they were . refolvé.d o fpare, m
order. to ‘make flaves of them.. - . .

As foon as the bithop heard of Dcm Sebaﬂ:xan «szpz
proach,. he thought praper to fpare him half the jour-

" ney ; and having fent.out his tfoops te- meet him.in

good order, under thecommnnd of the king’s lieu-
g Lo tenant,
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tenant, he repaired himfelf to the cathedral, followed
by a crowd of women, children, and old men. There,
proftrate at the foot of the altar, where he had caufed
the blefled facrament to be expofed, he conjured the
Lord to deliver his church and the province from the
heretics, and impious men, confpiredP againtt his Chrift
and the king. It was not long before the two armies
arrived within fight of each other, and as foon as they
did, the governor caufed his commiffion to be publifh-
ed by found of trumpet, as likewife the orders of the
viceroy, and the royal audience, folemnly protefting, .
that he was come in a fpirit of peace, to reftore order
and juftice to his country, which could not refufe
. him the teftimony of having never given -the leaft
caufe of complaint to any of his fellow citizens. He
added, that it would grieve him to the foul to be obli-
ged to draw againft his countrymen a {word, which .
as yet he bad never employed but in their defence;
that he would not do it, till he was forced to it; and .
that he conjured the faithful fubjeés of his majetty, .
not to lay him under fo difagreeable a neceffity.

" Tas epifcopal army marched to this war as to a
crufade, and made not the leaft doubt of gaining a
compleat victory. There was not a foldier among
them, that would not have thought it a great crime
to fubmit to the governor; as the bifhop had forbid
it on pain of excommunication, and corporal punith-
ment. He himfelf informed the council, and all the
tribunals of this particular, in a dedclaratian he. af-.
terwards publifhed to exculpate thofe who had fought.
for. him. - The governor therefore,” was only anfwer--
ed by a difcharge of fmall arms, as foon as they faw -
him within rﬁ\; but, though he had neither hel-.
met nor cuiraffe, he received no harm, having been
juft grazed by a ball, which killed at his fide one of.
his officers. Upon this, he caufed the charge to be,
founded, and the epifcopalians maintained the firft,
fhock with all that ati'cia; firmnefs, which was lt)o\
. 4 o
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be expefted in people, who looked uporn thémftlvesas
invulnerable. “But it was of very thort continuarice;
a rational courage foon triumphed over the defperate
fury of thofe, who had reckoned too much on the af*
fiftance of angels; and who, balked of their expec-
tations, faw no other way left to avoid perithing by
the hands of an executioner, than that of dying in -
the field of battle. -Several, however, furrendered ;
others fought their fafety in flight; and the governor, -
having forbid ‘his troops to purfue them; entered the
city without any refiftance. =~ - ‘

' He firft halted in the great fquare, where he again -
caufed his commiffion “to be publithed. He then !
ordered all the wounded to be remaved to' the hofpi- -
tal, and thofe, that could not find room there, to be"
carried to his own ‘houfe. - Having thus provided"
againft the moft prefling wants, he repaired to the
cathedral; to give God thanks for’ preferving him
from the danger which he had efcaped in the begin--
ning of the battle.- Here finding the bithop, he re-
fpectfully kiffed his hand, and befeeclied him to give-
up to him the ftaff of corhmand, affuring him that
he would always make it his bufinefs to give him, on
‘every occafion, marks of the refpect due to his perfon
and dignity, and render him all the fervices in his
power. The prelate was feated on his throne; in his
epifcopal habit, his crofier in one hand, and the ftaff
of command in the other. ‘This laft-he delivered to
the governor, without faying a fingle word, and re-’
tired to his palace.

Don SepasTian thought proper not to defer any
longer, to ferve him with the orders of the royal au- °
dience, to appear perfonally - before them; and do it
before witnefles. Don Bernardin promifed to obey,
and the governor told "him, that he confidered it as .
one of his moft effential duties, to fapply- him with’
every thing requifite to-perform his journey, in a’
manner fuitable to his dignity. The Jefuits on t!f'x_cir‘

' de
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fide were urging the judge-confervator to begin his:
proceedings, in order to fecure them-from the calum-
nies, which their enemies continued to publith againft
them, fince their expilfion from the capital: but
as-it'required fome timé to obtain the confent of
the- royal audience; to ‘the nomination of a fecond
judge-conférvator, father Nolafco could not pronounce
his fentence.againtt the prelate, till the 1gth of O&o-
ber, 1649. : ) ' A e
- TH1s fentence, as I'already faid,- was given for con-
tumacy, the bifhop having refufed o much as to an-
fwer the citation of the judge; accordingly we fhall
foon fee, that he always confidered it @8 null and of no
force. Even the manner, in which the royal council
received it, has been varioufly reprefented. A fecrek
tary-general of the council of the Indies has affured me
in a letter, which I fome years ago-teceived from him;
that it had been approved at that tribunal, as well as
at Rome. - Others -have- wrote, that it was not; buf
thefe feeming contradictions may beé reconciled by div
ftinguithing times, fince it is certain, ‘that Don’Bef-
nardin - de Cardenas had friends at the ¢ourt of Ma2
drid; and in the royal comncil of “the- Indies,” who inf
the beginning ferved ‘him with a great deal of zeal
and fuccefs; and that the Jefuits always éontented
themfelves ‘with folidly refuting what his folititor ad-
vanced againft them, without everrecriminating. The
Jetter, I juft now mentioned, impoets; that this fen-
tence was fince confirmed by an edict of his majefly
of the firft of June, 1654, with full knowledge of the
caufe; and after mature examination of all the ftepk
taken in Paraguay, in regard to the bifhop’s revolt,
and-that by this edi€t it was declared, that father No-
lefco’s behaviour, in. quality of judge-confervater of

. '_thefleﬁjits, deferved the higheft dpplaufe. -

o return to Don Sebaftian de Leon, T faid that
the governor, on his arrival in the province, had fent
to the Jefuits of the. college of the Affumption, who

B ' remained



42 THE HISTORY
remained all this time at Corrientes, to repair to him;
and fome of them had accordingly joined him with
the Indians he had feat for to the reductions, When
therefore he had-folidly eftablifhed his authority, he
loft no time in caufing their college to be repaired;
and for that purpofe employed fo many workmen,
that all thefe fathers were in a fhort time well enough
lodged, to acquit “themfelves of their moft indif-
penfable funQions. "It was at firft thought requifite
to pull down the fleeple, as the efforts made to over-
turn it had inclined it to fuch a degree, that it feemed.
ready to fall upon the church; but on maturer delibe-
fation, an attempt 'was made to give it an oppofite
diretion, and though it at firft appeared impracticable,
it perfectly fucceeded. : o
o THE governor after this caufed an edi&t to
1650. be publifhed in the king’s name, for reftoring
“~~ to the Jefuits, under the fevereft penalties, all
she negroes, and in general every thing, that had been,
carried off from them. The judge-confervator en-
forced it by an ordinance, to which he added the pain.
of excommunication; but moft of the moveables
were abufed, and thofe, to whom they had been given,
were {o poor, that it was found requifite to abandon
them. The pillars were replaced on the great altar,.
and repaired in the beft manner they could. The go--
vernor did every thing elfe at his own expence. For
* which reafon the general of the company acknow-
ledged him as the reftorer of this college, with all
:lhe prerogatives attached to the quality of a firft foun-.
er. : :

As the viceroy of Peru, and the royal audience of
Charcas had limited Don Sebaftian’s commiffion to.
the pacification of the province, the fummoning of
Don Bernardin to repair to La Plata, and the re-
eftablifhment of the Jefuits, he proceeded no farther,
and took no informations againft thofe, who had ferv-
ed the bithop fo well aganft thefe religious. This

was,
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was, properly fpeaking, the bufinefs of the judge-
confervator, who was going on with it as faft as he
&uld. The.governor then applied himfelf to unde-’
ceive and re-affure a great number of perfons, who,
through mere fear of the bifhop, had taken part with
him, and to cure the multitude of the prejudices, with
which they had been infpired; by fuch wife mea-
fures, he at laft had the good fortune of making al-
moft all the inhabitants return to their duty. His
great moderation, however, could not fcreen him
from the perfecution of Don Bernardin’s friends; and
when his commiflion was expired, he not only found
himfelf under a neceffity of retiring to the country,
but found it a difficult matter to find even there a
place of fafety. . : :

. He. did not for this, howevér, abandon his ungrate-
ful country in an urgent neceffity. . The bufinefs was
to reprefs the courfes of the Payaguas, fo much the
more dangerous, as they have a way of furprifing:
thofe they intend to attack, by which the moft vig-
lant are. often deccived ; one time they cover the
river with their Pirogues, and at another, they - faf¥
like a hurricane upon places, from which they wese
thought to be a hundred leagues diftant.  Befides, al-
moft all their- places of retreat are inacceffible, and
it is very dangerous to. venture. too: far after them.
Don Sebaftian faw that he could do nothing better to
oblige thefe Barbariansnot to moleft the Spaniards,
than: fend after them:thofe very Indmans, who had
ferved him fo well.agamft the army of Don Bernardin,

"and:which he had difmifled immediately after the

battle, not to give.any umbrage to the inhabitants of
the Aflumption. .He therefore immediately recalted
them ; and the Payaguas difperfed the moment they
heard.of it. =~ v SO - :
So: feafonable and. fuccefsful an affiftance. fhould,
one would imagine, cure the inhabitants of the capi-
tal of their prejudices againft thole, to whom'thclz
SRR cou
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could not but fee they were chiefly indebted for it :
but this event contributed to make . them lofe all the
hopes, which they had congeived, of having thefe
Neophytes in a fhort time as flaves ; and they had been.
too often flattered with thefe hopes, to lofe them with-- -
out regret. Befides, the people were made to believe.
fo firmly, that the Jefuits preached heretical doctrines
and corrupt morals, that they ahufed the fecret of con-
feflion, that their abfolutions were,null and void, and
that no one could; in confcience,. hold any correfpon-: -
dence with them, that many perfons could fcarce fee
them without a kind.of horror. L e
. Don BerNagDIN, in the mean time, after 2. great
many delays, at laft-ferioufly refolved to fet.out. for
La Plata. But as the royal audience of Charcas would,
not take upon themielves to decide whether or noithis
prelate was really bound, as it now began to beuniver-
" fally believed, by cenfures which difqualified him from
exercifing any jurifdiction within his diocefe, they
thought proper to leave him at liberty to name’a pro+
vifor and a vicar-general during his abfence,: whom
they had- the precaution, however, .to caufe to«be sp-
proved by the metropolitan. This archbifhop an hia
fide remarked. to ‘them, that it . would be a difficult
matter to find, in the province of Paraguay; a provi-
for. liable to no objection from either of the two par-
wes;that divided it, :and fo bréught them to propoleta
Den..Bernardin Don Adrien Cornejo, curate: of the
pridaipal parith of Corduba, ‘and ‘grand viear of the
bifhopof . Fucuman. Don Bernardin approved: him 3
- and durimg feven years that-he governed the diocele,
he fully juftified. the choice that had been made of 'him
for a place of .fuch importance, and in fuch aictitieal
conjunctture. .. .. o
THE prelate now had no longer any pretext to defes
bis journey, and therefore fet aut for La Plata,: where
he arrived in the month of: March, 165:.- His
retinue was pretty numerous, and fome of s e;rllo&
' zealous
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zealous friends had preceded him by a few days to pro~
<ure him an honourable reception. In fa@, he entered
La Plata, as it were, in tnGmph. A great number
of religious, followed by crowds of Indians, came to
meet ﬁ‘im a8 far as the town of Yotola." As foon as
he appeared at the gates of the city, fome of the
clurches fet all their bells a ringing; triumphal arches
were ereted; the fireets were adorned with hang-
ings, and lined with an infinite number of people,
faluting him with repeated acclamations; and in this
manner he was conducted to the convent of his order,’
as he had defired. The religious received him under
the pall, and firft conducted him to the church, where
the 7¢ Deum was immediately performed.

Frowm the: church they conduéted him to ‘a houfe
in the neighbourhood, which had been fitted up far
his reception, and where he was foon vifited by feve-
ral perfons of diftinction, and a great number of ec-
cleftaticks, who kiffed his hand ; and as he was in-~
formed, that numbers of people affembled about his
lodging, earneftly withing for the fame favour, he went
to the door, and fatisfied them all. An a& of his
reception was.thert drawn up by a notary at the requi-
ficion of Don Cabriel de Cuellar, who ferved him in
quality of fecretary, but whom we fhall foon fee giving

“his reputation a ftab, which he would haye been glad

to avoid, at the expence of all the honours he had
Jjuft now received.
~ Tuese honours, however, had filled him with

" hopes, that his journey wotld be crowned with all the

fuccefs he could with for; but this agreeable decep-

. tion was of no long duration. The acclamations of

the multitude, fpirited up by his creatures, were follow-
ed by fatyrical verfes, which his friends failed not
to arttribute to the Jefuits: and he foon found,
that the courts of juftice began to think very

“unfavourably of his condudt, efpecially by their

perfiting in their endeavours. to make him accc};:t
the
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the bifhoprick “of Popayan. They then propofed to
him to make a voyage to Spain, where they told him,
he could tranfatt his affairs much better in “perfon,
than by an agent: but he avoided the fhare laid in
this manner'to get him out of America; and as it
‘was ‘not proper to oblige him to either, his majefty
:granted him a penfion of two thoufand piaftres, till
‘his caufe thould be finally decided. o
) Tue. fathers Sobrino and Diaz Tanno had
1651. clofely purfued him to La Plata; and though
“~~ they metin feveral places on the road, and
even in the capital of Charcas, numbers of perfons
perfuaded of the truth of every report, that had been
propagated in Paraguay to the difadvantage of their
fociety, they kept up their fpirits. The petitions
‘they prefented to the royal audience were favourably
.received ; the behaviour of Don Sebaftian de Leon
approved, not only by the tribunal, but by the count
-of Salvatierra, who had fucceeded the Marquis de
Mancera as Viceroy of Peru, and by the royal au-
dience of Lima; and thefe courts of juftice-did not
fpare Don Bernardin in the refcripts they publifhed on
tgis occafion. He did not know- till now, that the
Marquis of Mancera was no longer in Peru; and
as foon as he heard, that the Count de Salvatierra fuc-
ceeded him, by a letter this lord wrote to him, he an-
fwered it in the following terms: -

MosT ExcerLLenT Lorp,

“ I uave received your Excellency’s letter of the
¢ firft of June, and after having read it with the
< greateft refpect and attention, in hc:‘pes of finding
¢¢ fome comfort in it, I applied your fignature to my
¢ lips and to my eyes, which fhould have been bath-
¢¢ ed in tears of blocd, and perhaps there never was a
“ more melancholy occafion for them. A bithop

- ¢ reduced to poverty, loaded with years, finking un-
- ¢ der the weightof the moft exceffive labours, and fo
(13 many
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-¢¢ many tribulations, whichhave even endangered his
¢¢ life, is come to feek a remedy to fo many evils: he
.¢¢ calls out for juftice, and requires that a ftop fhoutd
¢¢__be put to enormous crimes againft God and againft
¢¢ the king, but can obtain nothing. He fees, on
¢ the contrary, the authors of thefe excefles, thofe
¢¢ who.have feized on his Majefty’s treafure, who
-¢¢ have ufurped his jurifdition, his royal patronage,
-.¢¢ and his domaine ; who have caufed the death of fo
-*¢ ‘many perfons, every where favoured and triumphant,
¢¢ permitted to remain in poffeffion of their doétrines,
¢ in fpite of the royal fchedules, and the decrees of
-¢¢ the holy council of Trent, to the prejudice of the
. city of the Aflumption, and all the province, while
..¢¢ the bifhop, in reward for his zeal in oppofing their
-¢¢ pernicious defigns, is forced to undertake the
‘¢ longeft and moft painful journeys, overwhelmed
¢ with the-bittereft affliCtion, affronted in all places, -
- ftript of his revenues, and all this for no other
.“ reafon, than his zeal for the intereft of the
¢ king his fovereign, and to the prefervation of
-¢¢ the faith,
¢ In fine, my fhoulders are no longer able to fup-
port .fo heavy. a burthen, and even my confcience
- ¢ gives me alarms which I cannot filence. I muft
.$¢ therefore eafe myfelf of them on the conftience of
“ your excellency, and that of his majefty’sother mi-
< nifters: It is to your account, andto theirs, that all
¢¢ the evils ready to pour on the province of Paraguay,
¢¢ the capital efpecially, are to be placed. Thefe
- ¢ are monftrous and well attefted herefies againft
¢ the eternal and temporal generation of the divine
¢ Word, againft the virgmity of the mother of
.¢ God, againft the fovereign name of God himfelf :
- ¢ The nullity of the facraments for want of pow-
% erg in the curates; the omiflion of inftrution
- among the Indians, who are neither taught what
*¢ they oughtto believe, or what they oughtto do, ;s
- (1) the

“*
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the king orders, and the haly councii of Trent pre-
fcribes; the ufurpation of the royal treafure, ‘which
every year amounts to upwards of five:hundred
thoufand crowns, ard, within thefe forty years,
makesupwards of fousteen million, befides the quint,
which the king ought to receive for the gold munes,
which the. voicé of the public affures us, have been
opened in thefe provinces, and which I make not the
le:ft daubt of, not ta fpeak of the alms: of the ho-
ly crufade, which have been fuppreffed for fo
many years, to the great fpiritual detriment of - the
living and the dead, nor of thetithes, or at leaft
the twentieths, which the:Indians owe according
to the canon law, and which thofe of the Parana
and the Umguay are bound to pay, like the reft,
to the cathedrals of Buenos Ayres and the Affum
tian ; buttheir curateshavedefpoiled thefe churdhes,
to the amount of upwards of oie hundred:thoufand
crownsa year. For which reafon the king is um.
der a neceflity of maintaining the two bithops, .and
their chapters,. . . - . - oo
¢ Tuus you fee, my lord, how thefe fisthers have
robbed the church of very large fumsy and whatis
this to the innumerable fins, - the diforders, the
fchifms, ‘the contempt of exeommunications, the
difobedience to the orders of the church, and of his
majefty, the expulfion of bifhops from :their -dio-
cefes, and the abominations commited with ftill
greater licence, fince the paftor has been vaviflred
from his flock ? for his. prelence put fome bounds
to thefe enormities, .and be had put it" cut of: the
power of the fathers of the company to fomedt the
evil, with thegreat eredittheyhad acquired by medns
of the treafures, of which they had defrauded his
majefty, and the great pawery in which they wete
fupperted by upwardsof ere hundred theufand vaf-
fals, which they will, orieday or another, perhaps
» =T ¢ betray
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betray into the hands of the tyrants of Portugal.

Knowing that I was the only perfon who could lay

open their pernicious intrigues, they contrived, by

publithing a great number of calumnies againft me

in writing, to prevail on the Marquis de Mancera

to fend me a facrilegious order to appear before the

royal audience of La Plata, though he could not

prove the flighteft fault againft me; and befides, -
was no ftranger to the many important fervices I

had done his majetty.

*“ It was referved to your Excellency to remedy fo:
many diforders; and you cannot refufe, nor even

poftpone, thcdoing'o(y it, without finning grievoufly

againft the faith; without being wanting in your

duty tothe king, to the bithops of the church, to

the church herfelf;; without incurring. the cenfures
denounced by the canons, .and by the bull s Cand

Domini, as, no doubt, your predeceflor has done,

You cannet, my Lord, follow his fteps; you can-

not even refufe to annul all that he has fo foolifhly -
and wickedly done ordirected. You have already,

and with great juftice, annulled hisdecreesin things

of lefs importance. Nay, I believe, that it isin -
that {pirit you deprived Sebaftian de Leon, a no-

torious drunkard and an abominable man, of the

government of Paraguay. But, by* naming Don

Andrew de Leoa Garavito to fucceed him, your -
Excellency has fet another lion upon it, equally

cruel with the firft, whoferelation he ftiles himfelf §

and who, accordingly, has with his two talons

completed the ruin of Paraguay by reducing its in-

habitants, even the women of the beft quality, to

the greateft diftrefs. A
¢ THevoiceof fomany wretches; theirtears; the

evils they fuffer ; and the excefs of their affliction ;

all lie at your door, my Lord, as well asthat of the

royal audience, and of thofe minifters who have

contributed to it. For my part, who have more

Vou. II ‘E ¢ than
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¢¢ than complied with all my obligations as a catho-
¢¢ lick bithop, and a faithful fubject of his majefty ;°
¢ and who, for above thefe fix years paft, have -

¢ fuffered fo much to fupport the interefts of God'
¢t and my prince, [ intend, with your Excellency’s
¢¢.leave, to retire to fome hovel, from whenceI fhall
*¢ inform of every thing my Lord the King, and his
¢¢ councils; the Sovereign Pontiff, and my Lord"
¢ Don Juan de Palafox, who has requefted it of me.

¢¢ T fhall there live on the dues of the altar; and, as
¢ often as I fhall have the happinefs to officiate at it,
¢¢ as well as in all my other devotions, I fhall, with
“ my tears, proftrate before the tribunal of heaven
¢ to which I fummon you, implore with humility
-« and confidence that juftice, which I cannot obtain
¢ upon earth. From the convent of St. Francis of
¢ Chuquifaca, the 8th of June, 1651.

¢ Moft excellent Lord, I kis your Excellency’s
¢ hands. Your fervant and chaplain, '

¢¢ Brother BERNARDIN DE CARDENAS,
“ Bifhop of Paraguay.”

- CHuquisaca is thename of the Indiansin whofe
country LaPlat is fituated ; and was, likewife, that
firft given to the town itfelf, It is likewife proper to
obferve, in juftice' to Don Sebaftian de Leon, and
Don Andrew de Leon Garavito, that the former was
nothing lefs' than what Don Bernardin reprefents him ;
and that he had not been deprived of the government
of Paraguay ; for he held it merely by a temporary
commiffion, and that commiflion was expired. And,
as to Don Andrew Leon de Garavito, it was impof-
fible. that Don Bernardin fhould have heard even of
his arrival in Paraguay, at the time he thus o bit-
terly complained of violences committed by him in
that province. Don Andrew had taken Corduba in
his way, and, after fome ftay there, repaired to San-
1S way, and, attcr fon y ! , afe,
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rafé, wherc a friar waited on him to let him know,
that he had met with a very convincing proof of the
reality of the fo-much-fpoken-of gold mines of the
province of Uruguay; for that he had feen two ox-
hide bags on board a bark fron that province, fo very
heavy, that the Indians of the reduftions, whowere
entrufted with them, had much ado to bring them
athore ; and that he was informed by them, that they
were a prefent from .their miflionaries te Father de
Boroa, the provincial of the Jefuits, who had fent
one of the bags 1o Corduba, and the other to the
Aflumption.

Bag wbhat makes you think, Fatber, fays the vifitor, -

that thefe bagswere full of gold?  Their being fo beavy,
anfwers the friar.  Jf they were full of gold, replies
Don Audrew, of the fize you make them, the Iudians
would never bave been able to land them, and carry one
of them 1o Corduba. Then, after reprimanding him
tevercly for making fo groundlefs.a charge, "/ am
greatly edified, he added, by the difinterefednefs of Fatber
de Boroa, who, baving fo much gold in bis power, kept
none of 18 for bimfelf.  Had you 1ecerved fuch a prefent,
it is my opinion you would bave kept 1t all.

Don Anprew, duringhis navigation up the river,

met with feveral other perfons, who depofed againft
the Jetuits concerning thefe mines; but without prov-
ing the exiftence of them otherwife than by continu-
ally repeating, that the thing was notorious and in-
conteftible. He expe@ted to meet with fome more
certain information in the capital of Paraguay, where
the minutes of the depofitions fent to the royal au-
dience, and figned by a great number of perfons, were
depofited ; and, on his arrival there, hitened atten-
tively to all thofe who had figned them ; or ftill had
any thing to depofe; examined and confronted the
witnefles that were brought to him; but he could
difcover nothing, except that moft of the figna-
tures to the written dcpoénions laid befare him bha\d

. 2 een

.
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been obtained by force or by fraud; and that the
proofs chiefly infited on were entirely founded on
the fpeeches of the bifhop, his creatures, and ad-
herents. ‘

Tuis done, he gave diretions to profecute all
thofe, who had been in office during the years 1648
and 1649; and who, inftead of oppofing, as it was
their duty, the violences committed againft the Je-
fuits, had confented to be the minifters and executors
of them. Having given them all the time they could
cxpect, to make their defence, he paffed a definitive
fentence upon them, on the 24thof July, 1651. He
would have condemned fome of the moft guilty to

- death, had not Father Paftor, who fucceeded Father
de Boroa as provincial of the Jefuits, obferved to
him, that it would render them obnoxious to fome of
the firlt families of the province” He ordered,
however, the bifhop’s edifts for driving the Jefuits
out of ‘their college to be publickly burnt.

FaTuer Pastor oftenreprefented to him, thathis
brethren could not confider themfelves as completely
juttified, till he had vifited thofe reductions, at leaft,
in the neighbourhood of which their enemies would
havé it that the gold mines were fituated ; efpecially
as the fame perfons ftill perfifted in accufing them,
that they never permitted either bifhop or governor
to vifit them, even fince Don Hyacinthus de Laris
had repaired, in perfon, to the fpots that had been
pointed out to him. Nay, Father Paftor, findin
that his fimple reprefentations had no weight wit
Don Andrew, backedthem by aformal petition, and
an offer to defray him, and make all the Indians of
thefe redutions, with their paftors, evacuate them
during his ftay there, that he might be more at lis
berty to make all the inquiries and fearches he fhould’
think proper. Butall the fatisfaction Father Paftor could
get from Don Andrew was, that he had received no
orders for that purpofe; and that, befides, after the

proofs
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proofs of honefty given by thefe Indians and their
- miffionaries, and thofe he had himfelf received of the
wickednefs and falfhood of their accufers, he could
not but deem fuch a vifit equally .indecent and fu-
perfluous. Not content with thefe declarations in. fa-
vour of the Jefuits, he pronounced a fecond fentence,
condemning thofe, who had falfely informed againft
them on the fcore of thefe mines, to banithment, and
a fine to the ufe of the king. .This his condudt, as
well as that of Don Sebaftian de Leon, was approved
by a royal decree, iffued the firft of June, 1659.
Don Anprew now concluded, that all his cares were
atanend; but, juft as he. was preparing to fet out
for Peru, he received advice, that a pretty numerous
army of Mamelus, regularly difciplined, and headed
by experienced officers, were ready to pour into the
province, on four different fides, in virtue of a com-
miffion from the new king . of Portugal, flill at war
with the crown of Spain. As, therefore, he could
not depend on the Spanith or Indian militia of the
Afflumption aid its neighbouthood, he thoughe the
‘beft courfe he could take would be to prevent their
being under a neceflity of taking the field, by hin-
dering the enemy from entering the province; and,
. with thjs view,, immediately difpatched coutiers to
the Parana- reduttions, with orders for all the In-
digns belonging to them, who could bear arms, to
occupy all the paffes. But their miffionaries had been
before-hand with hint ; and had fo well concerted the
smarch of their Neophytes, that they fell the fame
day on the four divifions of the Mamelus; killed
great numbers of them; and obliged the reft to re-
treat with fuch precipitation, that they left All' thieir
wounded, and baggage behind them. s
Tre Guaycurus, in concert, perhaps, with the
Mamelus, or willing ‘to take advantage of the per-
plexity in which they flattered themfelves that the
Spaniards were going to %e involved, threatened ts;\t
o 3 the

1
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the fame time to fall on the province: Don Andrew,
therefore, after detaching fome' troops to obferve
them, fent ordersto the Indians, who had rid himof
the Mamclus, to take the field again. This the
Guaycurus no fooner heard of, than they retired with
the utmoft precipitation. Nor have they ever fiuce
dared to make any attempt worth notice againft the
province, even at times that it was impoilible for
them not to know, that the Spaniards, divided
among themlelves, were, of themfelves, unable to
any make great refiftance. C
T He vifitor having then propofed to thefe brave
Neophytes to help "him to rebuild the church of
St. Lucia, at this ume in 2 very ruinous condition,
they cheerfully complied ; and, animated by the fame
- {pirit with thofe Ifraclites mentioned by Efdras, who,
4in one hand held their {words ready to repel the ene-
mies of God’s people, while with the other they re-
built his Temple, - thought themfelves highly honour-
.ed by being employed to rebuild the fanctuary, -on
leaving the field, in which they had defeated the
‘demolifhers of fo many churches. ‘
- ‘Do~ ANDREW fet out foon after for LaPlata, where
he was_informed that there had ftarted up a new
informer, touching the Uruguay mines. But, though .
the royal audience gave no credit to what he faid,
they thought proper to fend an account of it to the
royal council of the Indies, which, thereupon, voted,
that a new vifitor thould .be fent to Paraguay. Ac-
cordingly,  Don John Blafquez de Valverdé, oydor
of La Plata, fet out for that province, with the fame
titles, with which his predeceflor, Don Andrew. de
Leon Garavito, had been invefted, but far more
ample powers; for he. was charged to examine - into
the actual ftate of the royal revenues of the three
provinces of Tucuman, Paraguay, and Rio de La
Plata; of theroyal treafury of Buenos Ayres; of the
miffions of-the Jefuits ; the number of the reductians ;
s o the.

~
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the miflionaries employed in.them; and the Indians,
under their care, liable to pay tribute; and, above
all things, to examine perfonally, if there were any
gold mines in the province of Uruguay. -
THis new informer was an Indian, called Domis
" mnick, who gave himfelf out for a Tupi by birth,
though he had drawn his firft breath at Yaguaron,
and had never ftirred out of it, till he became the
property of Captain Chriftopher Ramirez de Fuen-.
leal, who, fome time after, took him to Tucuman.
This officer, one of the moft declared partifans of
Don Bernardin de Cardenas, had taken upon him to
realize this chimera of mines, f{o juftly and univer-
fally cried down among people of the beft fenfe; and
thought -he might fucceed in his fcheme, by means
of this flave of his. He, therefore, took him with
him to Santiago, where he faid nothing of the
matter till he had tutored him to. his with. Thea
he ‘made a prefent of him. to.Don Melchior Mal-
donado. His reafons for remaining fo long filent
were, that, as he had been declared b{ Don Andrew
de Leon Garavito incapable of ever holding any pub-
lic employment, and condemned to pay a fine of three
hundred crowns, befides one hundred for damages to
the Jefuits, every thing he could have faid againft
thefe fathers muft have worn a very fufpicious a!pect.
Some time after Dominick had entered the Bifhop’s
fervice, he began to play the part,. to which his old
mafter had trained im. He began by- giving out,
in the way of common difcourfe, * that he had feen,
near the Coaception, oneof the moft ancient re-
dutions of the province of Uruguay, very finegold .
mines. He even produced the plan of them, which
he had drawn out, he faid, upon the very fpot. This
made fo great a noife, that the magjftrates fent for
him; and made him undergo a kind of interrogatory,
in which he adhered to every thing he had faid.
Upon this, they fent him to La Plata, and. there
E 4 addreffed

-
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addreffed him to the oydor, Don Francis de Neftare
Marin, who Jikewife examined him feveral times,

and finding, that he perfifted in faying that he ad- -

vanced nothing but what he had feen with his own
€yes, Mmidde a report accordingly to the royal audi-

ence, who, thereupon, immediately refolved to fend

a new vifitor to Paraguay, with the titles of governor
and captain general. - ‘

Tue viceroy of Peru having approved the choice,

made by this tribunial, of Don John Blafquez de Val-
‘verde to. execute fo important a cornmiflion, the in- -

former was put into his hands, and conducted by him
- to Santiago, where Don Blafquez had fcarce arrived,
when he was called to Corduba on an affair fufficient

to give him a very bad opinion of Dominick. 1 faid, -

that Don Gabriel de Cuellar, who had followed Don
Bernardin de Cardénas to La Plata in quality of his fe-
cretary, had ferved him in that journey with a gieat
dealof zeal. Some time after, Don Gabriel, having
a call to Tucuman, - ftopped at Corduba, where he
was taken ill; and foon given over by his phyficians.
Seeing himielf thus at the point of appearing befare
the Almighty, he thought proper to repair, as much
as poflible, in a judicial way, all the injuries he had
done the Jefuits, While in the fervice of the bifhop of
Paraguay; and, for this purpofe, earneftly befeeched
the new vifitor to take the trouble to come and fee
him. The vifitor having complied, Don Gabriel pre-
fented bim with a paper, of which the following isa
tranflation from & printed and authentic copy

¢ Be it known to all thofe who may fee the
1651. ¢ prefent declaration, that I, Captain D. Ga-
1652. “ briel de¢ Cu:llar. and Mofchera, inhabitant
v~ ¢ of the Aflumption, capital of the province
¢¢ and government of Paraguay and Rio de La Plata*,
¢¢ and treafurer of the holy crufade in that city, in

* This was the flile before the latter of thefe provinces was taken
from the former, and it ftill often obtained.

¢ order -
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“order to do juftice to truth, exonerate my confci:
ence, and repair the injuries done to all the fathers
of the company of(]efmts, who are or have been in
the faid province of Paraguay, declare, that I have
been acquainted all my life with thefe fathers, as

¢ well in Spain as in the faid province, and have

confeffed to them, becaufe I found their doétrine
found, their life exemplary; and was, befides,
convinced of their great zeal for the falvation of
fouls. Among thofe, whom I have known in
thefe provinces, there were fome ftrangers, fome
Spaniards, and fome natives of the country ; all de-
voted to the fervice of God; faithful to the king ;
increafing, by the great number of Indians they
inftruéted and converted, not only the flock of Je-
fus Chrift, but likewife the empire of his Majetty.
And, accordingly, it is true of all in general,
and each in particular, that they greatly edify the
public by their modefty, by their good conduct,
and by their piety; that they make up quarrels,
and check the progrefs of public vices and {candals;
that they vifit the fick, and relieve, witha great
deal of charity, their wants, both fpiritual and
‘temporal; and proteét, to the utmoft of their pow-
er, all worthy perfons, who pay a due regird to
their own and their families {piritual welfare, fuch
as the camp-mafter general, Sebaftian de Leon,
his relations, and his friends. Whatever has been
publifhed to the contrary is no better than a vile
calumny, forged and propagated by perfons blind-
ed by their patlions. ‘
¢ For my part, the lord bithop, Don Bernardin d=
Cardenas, has made me feel the rigorous effects of
his violent temper; having robbed me of my fub-
ftance, and of my peace of mind, by means of his
excommunications and his fines. I faw him treat
.in the fame manner fome others of the principal
inhabitants; and the fears of his violence, ac‘l:ietl
' to
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to the remembrance of what I had already fele,
having made me confent to ferve him in quality
of - his fecretary and his procurator general, againft
the fathers of the company of Jefus; I fubmitted
to do, to fay, to write, to depofe, againft them,
every thing the faid lord bifhop required; and,
what is more, to engage feveral inhabitants of the
city to do as | had done; and all this blindly, and
without examining whether what they figned was
true or falfe, though I was perfuaded in my con-
{cience, that things were imputed to thefe fathers,
that never had been, and were merely the effe®t of
the faid prelate’s paffion ; for as to what has been
advanced, both by word of mouth and in writing,
that they were difloyal to the king our mafter;
that they had ufurped mines, from whence they
drew gold to fend it into foreign countries; that
they intended to withdraw thefe provinces from
his Majefty’s obedience; that they were heretics,
fchifmatics, difturbers of the public peace, and
enemies to fociety ; all thefeaffertions are extremely
falfe, and I with my voice was loud enough to be
heard all the world over, that I might retract the
calumnies with which I have blackened them; and
which I caufed to be fubfcribed by thirty-five per-

- fons, who figned in the name of other perfons, as

I myfelf figned in the name of my fon, Don Jofeph
de Cutllar and Mofchera, at that time but feven
years old. = ' :
¢ Twuis, and every thing elfe, which appears under
my name, was done by the orders of the faid lord
bithop, who commanded me to do it in quality of
governor and captain general of the faid province
of Paraguay, and in his Majefty’s name, on pain
of death, and of being punifhed 4s a traitor. Thus,
he muft be more guilty than I ain of all the mif-
chief which has enfued, as I did nothing but obey
hin as his Majefty’s fubjet. But I now wifh 1
“ had
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t had loft my fubftance, and even my life, rather
¢¢ than act the part [ have done; knowing full well,
¢ that all thefe proceedings were againft the law of
“ God, againft the holy company of Jefus, and
¢ againft truth. This I atteft upon oath, before
¢ God and his crofs; humbly afking pardon of the
¢¢ reverend father provincial, all his fathers, and all
<« thofe, whom I have f{candalized. And, for the
¢ exoneration of my confcience, I defire that there
““-be made feveral copies of the prefent retraitation,
““ to be fent to all the tribunals of juftice, where
#¢ they may be ufeful to the faid company; and in
“ order to give it the requifite authenticity, I have
“¢ figned it before a notary, andin prefence of the
‘¢ underwritten witnefles, Thomas de Medina, Va-
"¢ lentin d’Efcobar Becerra, and Anthony Amolin,
¢ clerks, engaged'in minor orders. At Corduba,
¢ the 8th of November, 1656, I have written the
“¢ prefent declaration with my .own hand, and have
“ figned it, Don Gabriel de Cuellar and Mofchera.®
THrs declaration, which was fent to the _

royal council of the Indies, made fo much 1652.
the greater impreffion on the king’s mind, as ‘v~
his Majefty, fome time after, received feveral letters
from the bithop of Tuncuman, in favour of the fame
fathers. In one of thefe letters the prelate told the
king, that it amazed him to fee the libels of an enor-
mous length, which came from the province of
Paraguay againft the Jefuits, with whom nobody
could be better acquainted; and in another, of the
third of February, 1652, after faying how much
he was fcandalized at them, *¢ it is, added he, the
“ moft reverend bithop of Paragnay, Don Bernardin
¢ de Cardenas, who has refolved to ruin the Jefuits; - |
¢ and one of the methods he has chofen for that
¢ purpofe isto difperfe, by means of his confidants,
¢ a great number of defamatory libels againft them
¢ in thefe provinces,” : - T

‘ “THe
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THE beginning of this fame year, Don Gabriel
de. Peralta, who had hitherto ‘deferred afting m -
quality of judge confervator of the Jefuits, merely.
for the reafons I have already mentioned, put the
laft hand to the criminal procefs againft thofe, who
had been the executors of the bithop’s violences, and
pronounced his definitive fentence againft them the
fecond of January. This ecclefiaftic was a man above
all reproach ; and loft nothing of the general efteem,
which he had acquired in the province, nor of that
in which he was held by the royal council of the In-
dies, by the calumnies againft him contained in the
‘memorials, printed at Madrid by Don Bernardin.

It appears by a letter, which Don Gabriel
-1653. wrote, the year following, to the Count of
\~~ Penaranda, prefident of the royal council of
the Indies, that a decree had -been iffued by that
council, ordering Spanith corregidors to be eftablifhed
‘in all the reduétions governed .by the Jefuits. Bint
Don Gabriel thereupon obferved, that having, in
quality of vicar general and adminiftrator of the dio-
.cefé during the vacancy of the fee, made the vifit of
the réduftions fubject to it, it evidently appeared to
him; firft, that to deprive thee new Chriftians of
their fire-arms. would be putting it out of their
‘power to defend themfelves againft their enemies,
which were always thofe of the ftate. .Secondly,
“that it would be‘the greateft injuftice in the world
‘to exprefs the ‘leaft diffidence in thefe fathers in
regard to the.government of their churches, which
‘they had founded with infinité -labour, and cemented
with their blood, thereby acquiring entire provinces
to God and ‘his.Majefty. In fhort, thatit wasof the
‘laft confequence to think ferioufly of the danger, that
‘would attend ‘innovations,. which could only be fug-
gefted by evil-minded perfons, or fuch as were not
fufficiently aware of the fatal confequences with which
thefe innovations might be attended ; that he thought
' it
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it his duty to lay them before his Excellency, of whofe
wifdom and knowledge he was too well convinced to .
doubt his making the moft ferious reflettions upon
what he took the liberty to reprefent to him,

It appears, likewife, by a letter, which the bithop
of Tucuman wrote, the beginning of this year, to
Pope Innocent X. that Paraguay, and all the neigh-
bouring provinces, fwarmed with defamatory libels

inft the Jefuits, againft the two judge-confervators,
againft Don Sebaftian de Leon, and againft the vi- -
fitor, who had conderned thofe he had found guilty
of the violences committed on this occafion againft
the fathers of the company. ‘ '

. THE Jefuits, juft as they began to make 1654.
themfelves eafy in regard to their reductions 1655.

on the Parane, found themfelves on the ‘v~

point of being driven from thofe on the Uruguay.

Don Chriftopher Moncha and Velafco, formerly of

the order of St. Benediét, but at this time bifhop of

Buenos Ayres, naturally a rafh, headftrong man,

had formed a defign of changing thefe reduCions

inta cures or panfhes properly called, and efta-

blithing fecular priefts in them inftead of the Jefuits,

without any apparent motives but thofe of intereft.

Don Pedro de Baygorri, their governor, who knew

full well the confequences with which fuch an attempt

would infallibly be attended, at firft declared, that

he was firmly refolved to oppofe it, as formally

contrary to the reiterated edi&ts of the catholic kings,

to the utmoft of his power, as he was bound to do,

tnlefs he received orders to the contrary from the

royal audience. But, on the bifhop’s threatening to

excommunicate him, if he hindered him from go-

verning his diocefe as he thought proper, and the fear

of the fame difficulties with which Don Gregorio de

Hinoftrora had been fo long involved at the Affump-

tion, ftopped his hands. At length, while the go-
vernor was deliberating what part be fhould a&, the
. bithop
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bifop publithed a mandate, by which he changed
- the reductions of the province of Uruguay into cures
or parifhes properly called; ordered the Jefuits to -
evacuate them; and invited the ecclefiatics, not only
of - his own diocefe, bur likewife of thofe of Tucuman
annd Paraguay, to apply to him for them. But not
one applied ; all knowing, that, poor and troublefome
as thefe livings were, they could not expeét: to enjoy
them long; as, if the Indians did not immediately.
defeit, the governor would, in all probability, foon
put them under their old paftors again. .

This fo unexpected indifference in the fecular clergy
ftruck the bifhop to that degree, that he could not
help making feveral reffetions upon it.  He pryed .
more narrowly than ever into the conduct of the Je-
. fuits, againft whom he foon ingenuoufly owned he
had taken umbrage on too flight grounds. Accord-
ingly, he not o ly retratted his mandate, but took
for dire¢tor o' his confcience Father Thomas Donvi-
das, rector of the college of Buenos Ayres; began,
under him, the fpiritual excrcifes of St. Ignatius; and
came out: of his retreat, altered to that degree, that
thofe who knew him beft, could attribute fo prompt
and fo prodigious an alteration, to nothing but the
impreflion of the fovefeign Mafter of hearts.

T'ne province of Rio de La Plata had foon

1655. an opportunity to experience, how much it was
“~~ indebted to the governor for not feconding the
alteration, which the bifhop propofed to make in
the reductions of his diocefe. The Frontones, and .
other Indians in the neighbourhood of Corrientes,
having undertaken to ruin that place, unable of it-
felf to make any refiftance, and too remote to re-
ceive any affiftance from the capital, Don Pedro fent
to requeft the fuperior of the miffions to diipatch that
way all the militia he could raife in the reductions,
Thefe orders were fo well executed, that the enemy,
finding they were likely to have a wholearmy of
thefe
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thefe Neophytes to deal with, immediately difper(s
ed

The Neophytes then received ordersto march

-againft the Calchaquis, whom the example of the

Frontones had engaged to take up arms; but the
bare report of their approach obliged them likewife
to retire. The two following years, the city of Bue-
nos Ayres having been threatened with a defcent by
the Englith, four hundred and fifty of the Neophytes,

~ at the firft ordersof the governor, flew to his aflift-

ance, and fupplied him with boats to tranfport the
troops he had fent for to Corrientes; fo that the
Englith, who had flattered themfelves with the hopes
of furprifing the Spaniards, no fooner heard of the
preparations made to receive them, than they thought
proper to fteer another. courfe.

T1s year the archbifhop of La Plata re- 1655,
ceived orders-from his Catholic majefty, to 1656.
caufe the errors, in point of faith, withwhich ‘=~
Don Bernardin had charged the Jefuit miffionaries of

- Paraguay, to be carefully examined into; and, a

Junto being accordingly appointed for that purpofe,
it therein appeared, firft, that neither the origingl,
nor the tranflation of tbe catechifm, in which thefe
errors were faid to be contained, was the work of the
Jefuits.  Secondly, that the original (in the Peru-
vian tongue) had been approved by two councils held-
at Lima, and the tranflation by three {ynods held in
the province of the Affumption, and ordered, on
pain of excommunication, to be alone made ufe of
in inftructing the Guarani Indians. Thirdly, that
Don Bernardin, who did not underftand the Guarani
language, was miftaken, not only in regard to the
meaning of fome words, but the very fpelling and

-pronunciation of fome others.

But, toreturn to Don Blafquez de Valverds, who
had been appointed to examine into the reality of
the Uruguay mires, he had not penetrated a great
: . . ' way
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way into that province, when the informer’ difap-
peared. But, as he was utterly unacquainted with
the country, he foon fell into the hands of the Jefuits,
who immediately fent him back to the vifitor, The
wretch, upon this, terrified with the thoughts of be-
ing put to the queftion, confefled, that he did not
know either to read or to write; and that the maps
and plans he had produced were put into his hands by
his mafter, Captain Chriftopher Ramirez de Fuen-
leal, who, by threats and promifes, had obliged him
to act the part he had done. Though this, one would .
imagine, might fatisfy the vifitor, he -thought proper
to repair to every place pointed out in the maps,
when it appeared, on the ftricteft furvey, thatnot only
there were no mines of gold or filver in thefe places,
but that the foil in them was no way fuited to the
produ@ion of fuch metals. The vifitor, however,
was fcarce fet out on his return, when a ftone, veined
with fome ftreaks of filver, was brought to him asa
?:cimen of the mines, which he had been looking
r to no purpofe; but this impofture vanifhed like
the reft; for it appeared, on inquiring into the matter,
that thisftone had been brought originally out of
Peru, and ftolen from the pedeftal of a ftatue in the
church of St. Francis, by. the Indian who had pro-

duced it. :
. Tue firft news thevifitor heard, on his arrival at
the Aflumption, was, that Captain Chriftopher Ra-
mirez de Fuenleal, who had been the occafion of his
long and painful expedition, had died lately, after re-
tra¢ting all he had faid and done againft the Jefuits.
His firft care, therefore, was to add this retraltation
to the judicial pieces, which compofed the account
of his vifitation. He then condemned the denun-
ciator, Dominick, to be whipt publickly through the -
ftreets, after which he intended to have had him -
hanged ; but the Jefuits reprefented, “that the un-
happy wretch had been forced by his mafter to do
, every
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every thing; and by that means, though with great
difficulty, obtained his pardon. ‘This done, he pro-
nounced a definitive fentence in regard to the vio-
lences and calumnies committed againft the Jefuits in
the years 1648 and 1649, in which, after tmentioning
feveral retraftations befides thofe we have fpoken of,, he
condemned the guilty, not-excepting the corregidors
and the alcaides, to a perpetual filence in ‘regard to
every thing that had been imputed to théfe fathers,
and to pay all the cofts of the profecution, .as like-
wife the expence of the copies requifite to" be fent to
his majefty and the royal council of the Indies. His .
defign was to have fined them ; but he confidered,
that the province was poor, and that the ecclefiaftical
and civil judges, who had already taken cugnizance
of the affair; had done'it. Befides, the ' ctiminals
had of themfelves judicially retracted all they had ad-
vanced againft the Jefuits, who defired nothihg more
than to fee their innocence fully vindicatéd. Ac-
cordingly, they not only forgave the damages'they had-
obtatned againtt feveral of the gtilty, but even inter-
pofed with the greateft zeal to obtain the pardon of -
thofé, who had been condemned to fines'and im-
prionment. -~ - o
SoME years after this, the Indjans held in" -
command by the citizens of the Affumption, 1660.
who treated them with great inhumanity, re- v
volted, and murdered feverat of their ‘cruel: tafk-
mafters. Their révolt was even fo very fudden, that -
the governor of the province, Don Alvnfo de Sar-
miento, wasobfiged to {hut himfelf up in a country’
church’ with a handful of “foldiers, whom he had
affembled with -great difficulty. But the rebels im-
mediately - farrounded himi, “and' ftraiténed him to
fuch a degree, that he ¢outd' not fend for afliflance,
even to' the neareft- reductions of * his jurifdiction.
However, the miffionaries ‘there, having got intelli-
gence of his diftrefs, immediately difpatched ‘to his
Vou. IL. F ' relief
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relief a large body of their Neophytes, who, having
reached the revo{ted Indians by forced marches, fell
fo unexpectedly upon them, that they killed a great
number of them, and difperfed the remainder.

THuese brave fellows had fcarce got home, when

the Guaycurus, in a body, entered their country to
take vengeance of the affiftance they, four years be-
fore, had given againit them to Don Andrew Leon
de Garavito ; but thefe barbarians met with fo warm
a reception, that they have not ever fince dared to
fhew their faces there again ; nor was this the whole
of their difgrace ; for, fome time after, the governor
having fent_orders to the Neophytes to chaftize the
Guaycurus for their temerity, about a hundred of
them entered their country’; and, though fo few in
number, made them fmart feverely for 1t.
1660. ArmosT all the fucceeding years were
1670. fignalized, in the letters fent to Madrid, by
“~~~ expeditions like thofe we have been men-
tioning, which fpread far and near the terror of their
arms, and were the moft inconteftible proofs of their
loyalty; and all this at a time, that Don Bernardin’s
agent at the court of Spain filled his memorials with
the bittereft invectives againft thefe new Chriftians
and their paftors. : .

Nor was it with their fword only they ferved their
fovereign' and their fellow-fubjects; the governors of
thefe provinces had already began to make ufe of
them to equal purpofe in the public works. We have
already feer, with what ardour they rebuilt the church
of .St. Lucia, on the bare invitation of Don Alonfo
Sarmiento.  Some time after a body of them had de-
livered Santaf¢ from the fury of ‘the Calchaquis, it
being thought requifite to remove that town . to afpot.
lefs expofed to the inroads of thefe barbarians, they
cheerfully took upon them the execution of this de-
fign, which, for feveral years fucceflively, took up a
great number of them; and this, according to their

‘ S " 7 laudable
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laudable cuftom, without confenting to receive either
wages or fubfiftence; or even the expences of their
journey. Some time' after, they built the fort of
Tabati in the fame manner; and, in 1668 and the
following years, they worked, to the number of five
hundred, on the fortifications of the port and citadel,
and cathedral of Buenos Ayres; fo that thefe new
Chriftians, who, whatever Don_Bernardin de Carde-
nas had advanced to the contra.r¥, had been acquired
to Spain merely by the virtue of the crofs, were, in-
fpite of the flightnefs of the tribute they paid to the
catholic kings, thofe, perhaps, of their fubjects,
from whom they derived the greateft fervices. But
their natural fubjefts made, it feems, no account of
‘ﬂlie&' fervices, as they did notimmediately benefit by
em.

F 2 = BOOK
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i B O O K IX

Indians of Chacochaftized.  Wifdom and difinterefiedne/s
. 0§ tha Fofusts on the occafiom.  Portugueze colony of
the Holy Sacrament fettled on the northern banks of the

- Rio'de La Plata. Excéfftve presenfions of the Portu-
gwaze. - The colony of the Holy Sacrament attacked and

- - téken by the Spaniards and redutlion Indians.  Great .

bravery and loyalty of the latser on theoccafon. Pro-
pifaito remove fome of them to the: neighbonrbood of
Buenos Ayres rejelled by the cowrt of Madrid, and
why. Portugneze allowed a [ettlement inthe Bay of
Rio de La Plata, under certain refirifions: - Account
of the Chiguito Indians, and their country. They aré
civilized and converted by the Fefuits, in [pite of the
greateft violence and frand in feveral private perfons
amongft the Spaniards'to prevent st. New decrees of
the court of Madridon the occafion.  Mamelus among [}
the Chiquites 5 carry off a great number of women and
children, whofe bufbands and fathers furrender them-
JSelves rather than be feparated from them; are at
length totally defeated, and their captives freed. Va-
rious attempts to difcover a better communication between
Tucumanand Paraguay  Acceffionof theboufeof Bour-
bon to the Spanifb dominions. Apprebenfions of the
new king of Spasn in regard to bis American territories.
Orders to the Jefutsof Paraguay in confequence thereof.
Loyalty of the Indians under thesr care onthe occafion.

- The Portugueze refolve to re-efablifb the colony of the
Holy Sacrament.  Diverfion made by fome barbarous
Indians tn their favour defeated.  Colony of the Holy

- Sacrament re-eflablifbed; taken again by the Spaniards,
with the affiffance of the reduthion Indians, whko be-
bave with their ufual loyalty and bravery. Newlycon-
verted Chiquites emulate them 5 affiff in chaftizing the
barbarous nations of Chaco, under Don Eftcvan de

: Urigar,
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“Urigar, governor of Tucuinan, & moft 2xv¥dordinary
perfonage.  New nations - dijcovered ok ehi esaffor;

‘moft of whom, with many-already known, arcesvilized

and converted.  Ufeful reflectons viaade by sbe Fo sfuils.

New attempts to difcover a bétter cammunicafion: be-

- tween' Tucsman 'and Paraguay. < Death of Don:Epe

van de Urigar.  Barbarois fiations of Chate 3ake ad:
. vantage of it 19 iwvade and wafle the Spanip feitle

‘ments tn thetr- neighbotirbood. . Chriftinn’i Gbdquités,

- twice called wpont 1o join ~the Spaniards ¥h ebgﬂzmg
- ,tbem, beba-vé with great zeal :ma' loyalirw oNiL ‘
nwex ‘* ,

F thc'three provmcet;X ia thrch the Je~:: i'65‘3
fuits of Paraguay laboured to profla~' '1668.

gate thie Gofpel, Tucuman’ was theprily Gha, S+~
that could: not -derive any avantages Frant'the: In-
dians of their: reduttions, as its governors iad-ho- aus
thority ovér them, Accordingly, for- wameof hiei
affiftance, it was all this tirne continually “expofed ‘to
new alarms from the Indians of Chaco;> fvthattheré
now appeared no ather meatis- of putting' &:R6p .16
them, than by engaging thefbarbarians to regeiverhe
Gofpel “As often, therefore, as there a’ppeﬁf’ed’ thé
Ieaft hopesof bemi able to:introduce it, #id-govert
nors applied to the fathers of  the com}idﬁy, -whoy
though convinced that it would be nekt -t itnpoﬂible
to convert'a people who imaginéd it was.muerely to
make flaves of them that any pains wete.taken to
make them Chriftians,” never refu&d to ccmp‘ly wnth
thc governdr’s intentions. ‘

-- BOMETIMES éven, when thcy .had mmionanes to
fpare, they did not wait 5 be prayed to pay thefe
people a vifit; and this year, ‘in particulary: their pro-
vificial l'nmfel? though aged feventy, condutted- two
Jefuits mto-thé heart of the ‘country; but;:though
thefe fathers " were at:firft’ received with: the greateft
marks of confidence and.affection,- they found it'im-
poﬂible to convince the Indidns, that the- religiofi they

F 3 preached
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preached to them, was any other than. a fnare laid to
deprive them of their libenz. ' )
. Twoor three years after this, the Mocovis, having
broken into the territory of Efteco, ruined or plun-
dered every thing they 'met with, till two Jefuits ob-
tained 3 peace from them, But the officer, under
whofe government it was concluded, had fcarce ex-
pired, when they repewed their hoftilities. Upon
this, -the new governor, Don Angelode Paredo, - raifed
an army, mot only to put a ftap to their courfes, but
to chattize their infolence. He was for taking two Je-
fuits along with him ; but thele fathers begged to be
excufed,. alledging, that their ppggari_ng with foldierg
would be fufficient to deter thefe Indians from liften-
ing to them as pregchers. Don Angelo, however,
had fuch gaod fuccefs, that, in varioys fkirmithes, he
took upwards of eighteen hundred prifoners, who
- werg treated with great gentlenefs. Thefe the Jefuizs
foligited the general to form intoa redyction ; and he
would have complied with their requeft, but that he
was afraid of difgpfting his officers, who had moft of
them: made the campaign at their own expence, in
hopes-of - having all the prifoners they -could make foy-
their paing, l-fg topk care, however, at the requeft
of thefefathers, not tofeparate the hufbandsfrom their
wives, of the children Eom their parents; and thag
thofe men, -who were not a5 yet married, fhould have
leave, ‘befare they were put into the hands of their
. mafters, 40, choofe ‘wives for themfelves; that, on -
' yeceiving baptifm, they might likewife be married
as Chriéians. ‘He, -befides, exacted 3 promife from
their mafters not to treat them as flaves. .
- Don:Antero offesed to give forty of .the prin,
cipal families in command to the Jefuits of Cor-
duba, not -only, he faid; to acknowledge the fer-
vices, which the fathers of the company daily ren;
dered to - religion and the. province; but, likewife,
becanfe he was pérfuaded,. that the Indians beftowed

i on
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on them would be much better treated, better in-
ftru@ted, and more eafily gained over to Jefus Chritt.
But the fathers did not think proper to accept his
offer. 'There were fcarce prifoners enough to content
all thofe who laid claim to them; and though there
were, they did not choofe to authorize by their exam-
ple a practice, which was fo fhamefully abufed. Be-
fides, it would have been highly indecent in them to
appear more interefted than the general, who would’
not keep a fingleprifoner for hisownufe. DonAngelo,
however, felected a good number of the moft pro-
mifing children, whom he diftributed amongft the
colleges of Tucuman, to be there brought up and in-
ftru€ted, and afterwards ferve the miflionaries as in-
terpreters and. catechifts.  After this diftribution,
there remained feveral prifoners of both’ fexes, whom,
on account of their age and infirmities, none of the’
officers had chought proper to accept. Thefe the Je-
fuits offered to maintain, tilt they "could, find perfons
willing to take them from off their hands ; and in the’
mean time treated them with fo much charity, that
they gained every foul of them over to Jefus Chrift.

oN ANGero intended to have continued
the war, though it were only to make priloners, 1673,
which might ferve as (o many hoftages for the ‘v~
fecurity of the miffionaries, whom he intended to fend
amongift thefe barbarians; ‘and who heretofore ufed to
be confidered as fo many vitims going to certain
death. He, befides, imagined, that by obliging their
encommendaroes to treat them with great lenity, their
countrymen might be brought to believe, that the
Spaniards were not fo bad men as they imagined,
and did not want to make Chriftians of them merely '
with a view to make them flaves. But fo many other
affairs interpofed, :that his commiffion expired before
he could take the field again. . :

Fa ‘ T.H.INGS
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1677.  THincs.remained in this ftate of inaltion
1679, till towards the middle of the year 167y,
v~~~ when Don Philip Rege Corbulon, governor
of Paraguay, received advice, that the Portugueze of
Rio de Janeyro were, by orders of the infant Don
Pedro, regent of Portugal, fitting out foutteen veflels,
and embarking troops, arms, ammunitiop, and every
thing elfe requifite for -a grand eftablithment, in
order to make one on the iflands of.St, Gabriel,
or the adjacent continent; and that his highne(s
had chofen for that purpofe, the flower of his beft
troops, and given the command of them to Don
Manuel de Lobo, an officer of diftinguithed birth
and merit, and at thattime governor of Ripde Janeyro.
It was even reported at the Affumption, that a body
of Portugueze troops was actually fet out by land in
order to attack the reducions of the Parasa, and afe
terwards fall upon thofe of the Uruguay; or at leaft
harafs both, and thereby - hinder them from fending
any affiftance to Buepos Ayres. : '

‘ . Don PHivL1ip, on the receipt of this intelli-

1679, B} fence, difpatched two exprefles, one to the-
b

ndians of the Parana, to defire them to be on

their guard, and another to Don Jofeph de Garro,:
governor of Riode LaPlata, to communicate to hira-
the intelligence he had. received. - He received for-

anfwer to the firft courier, that he could not bug
know, that, though .the reductions might poflibly

guard againft a furprize, they were.in no condition’.
to refift the attack of regular troeps,. fince they had -
been ftript of their fire-arms. This had. been done -
in virtue of a royal decree, iffued in the year 1661, -in.
confequence of the ‘memoirs publifhed by Don Ber- .

- nardin deCardenas, and the declamations of his agént.

at Madrid. By this decree the miffioners of .the-
Parana Indians were ordered to depofit thefe arms.

in the king’s magazines at the Affumption; and not

put
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put them again into the hands of the Neophytes, till
they fhould be called upon to ferve his Majefty, or
have ‘occafion for them to defend theinfelves againft
the Mamelus. _ A
THis decree, it is true, had been afterwards re-

voked ; but the arms, it is probable, had been diffi-
pated in-the inferim. One thing is certain, that but a
very (mall part of them had been returned to their
owners ; and, in the prefent exigency, the governor
could not fupply them with above two hundred and
feventy mufkets, the regular troops themfelves being
fcarce better provided. To compenfate this defi-
ciency, he thought proper to beftow on two of their
corregidors, with whofe valour and capacity he was
acquaimnted, the titde: of camp-mafters; and then.re:
commended to theny to fend parties from time to time .
towards Brazil, in order to obferve the enemy’s mo-
tions. « - : ’
Tuese orders were " executed with equal condu®@®
and expedition, Three detachments, of about four
hundred men each, fet out for the frontiers of ‘Brazil.
The firft remounted the Parana in light canoes; the
two others marched by land,- one towards St. Paul
of Piratiningue, and the other towards the fea-fhore;
which they "coafted for a long time, keeping con-
ftantly: to the fouth. In this manner, both thefe
parties made upwards of three. hundred leagues,
without' being able to difcover any thing; till the
laft, having pufhed 4s far as the neighbourhood of
Cape St. Mary, fell in with four and twenty men be-
longing to a Portugueze veflel, which, having been
detached a-head by the Rio de Janeyro fleet, had the
" misfortune of being- {hipwrecked on ‘the coaft ; and
.were now making the beft of their way towards
Buenos Ayres, which they flattered. themfelves the
goverror of Rio de Janeyro’s project had not as yet
reached. oo T
T Hap
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Hap the Neophytes liftened to the firft fentiments,’
which muft naturally be excited by the fight of an ene-
my whofe defigns they were acquainted with, and who
+ -recalled to their mind the mifchiefs done them by the
Portugueze of St. Paul of Piratiningpe, they would
certainly have killed every man of them ; but their mifv
fionaries had recommended to them, above all things,
not to commit any .a¢t_of hoftility ; and, in cafe they
thould be attacked, to ftand as much as poffible on the
defenfive, till they had acquainted the governor .of
the provinge with what they had difcovered, and re-
ceived orders from him how to a&.  They even car-
ried their precaution fill farther;, for, though they
took the propereft meafures to hinder their efcape,
yet, when they obferved how harraffed they were with
a long and painful . march, and how greatly diftreffed
for want of provifions and gloaths, they very gene-
roufly divided amongft them the little they had left
of their own; offered them mules to carry them, and
gnides to.conduct them, tothe reduction of Kings,
being the neareft, though at no lefs than a hundred
leagues diftance, and where they were regeived with
a_cordiality they would not, perhaps, have met with
in their own country. S
1679. - Herg they were informed, that Don: Ma«~
1680. nuel de Lobo had caft anchor, with his
\~~ fleet, under the iflands of St. Gabriel.. They
would have beep wery glad to join him; and the
good reception they. had met with infpired the cap-
tain, who happened to be of the number, with co E-
dence enough to beg the miffionary who governed this
church, to fupply him with provifions and guides to
repair to his general ; but the father made anfwer,
that it was not jn his power to grant him .what he re-
quefted; and that he muft apply to the fyperior of
the miflions, then at the reduction of St. Thomas,
about fifteen leagues from that of the Kings. o

: - THis
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TH1s fuperior was Father Altamirano, a native of
Santafé, and a defcendant of one of the firft con-
querors of Paraguay.  The Portugueze captain wrote
him a very polite letter; but, perfugded that fome-
thing more than fine words would be requifite to
- make him comply with his requeft, he gave him to
underftand, that it was the intereft of his Catholic
Majefty, that he fhould ‘be well treated on this occa- -
fion ; that a refufal might bring on a war, which the
Spaniards of Paragnay would. find 1t no eafy matier to
fuftain ;. and in which Charles the Second wauld take
it very ill he fhould involve him for fo mere a trifle.
He then reprefented to him the graces and favours,
with which the Kings of Portugal had loaded his com-
pany, and which greatly furpafled all thofe it had re-
ceived from the other foveragns of Europe: ,

Fatuer ALTaMIrANo anfwered, that he was ex-
tremely forry for his misfortune; that he was no
firanger to the obligations his company lay under to
the moft ferene kings of Portugal; but that it was
equally indebted to the anguft houle of Autftria; that,
after all, a fimple religious, ‘like him, entirely occu-
pied from his youth with the fun¢tions proper to his
wftityge,- could not be fyppofed well enough verfed
in ftate-affairs to judge for himfelf, on the preent oc:
cafion ;, that his Catholic Majefty had a governor at
Buenos Ayres, to whom it was more natural he
fhould apply; and that he knew this officer well
enoygh tq be anfwerable for his grantin% every thing,
that was not prejudicial to the fervice of the king, his
matter. . R S :

T uEe Pojtugueze captain, upon this anfwer, refolved
to fet out for Byenos Ayres, thcugh he made no doubt
of his being ftopped there; and Father Altamirano gave
orders for furnifhing him with every thing requifite
for the journey; a fufficient number of canoes, and
plenty of provifions; befides an . efcort of four hun-
fred men, whom he ordered to render him all the

: T _ fervice |
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fervice in their power. After a month’s navigation
down the Uruguay, they landed at the mouth of a
little river, called de Las Conchas, whi¢h flows from
the Weft into the Rio de La Plata, about four
leagues above Buenos Ayres,  °

As foon as the governor heard of their arrival,- he
fent his coach to the captain, -and the ferjeant-major,
Don John Cabrera de Velafco, in order to compliment
him in his hame, and condu@ him to the capital,
where, on his arrival in the fquare before the palace,
he found the wholé garrifon under arms, and was fa-
luted by a general dilcharge of their fmall-arms.” The
governor then, after the ufial compliments,” con-
‘du@ed him tohis palace, where an apartment had
been prepared for him. The reft of the Portugueze
were lodged in the principal ‘houfes, where they were
treated with the -greateft humadnity and politenefs,
The day follewing, the governor, who'immediately
found his gueft to be one of the officers, who had
moft diftinguithed themfelves in the war which had
followed the revolution of Portugal; gave him feveral
entertainments, and reviewed in his prefence the four
hundred Indians, who had efcorted him to the re-
du&ion’ of the Kings, and from thence to'Buenos
Ayres. The Portugueze captain was greatly” fur-
prifed to fee them fo different under arms from what
they had appedred to him during the journey ; and ftill
more at the manner in which they performed their
exercife, and a mock-battle with which it was"fol-
lowed. T R

For this: purpofe, they divided into two bodies,
one reprefenting Portugueze, dnd the other Spaniards.
The two commanders began by fending héralds, to
proclaim their reciprocal pretenfions; and thefe, not
agreeing, declared war with the ufual forms. Every
man thén repaired to his colours; and, the chaige be-
ing founded, the two parties aitacked eath other;
‘and, in a fhort time, the fray grew fo warm; that &
: ftranger
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ftranger might have miftaken it for a real combat.
At length, the pretended Portugueze were obliged to
give way, and foon after were entirely routed. Se:
veral of them fell on the ground, and perfonated
men that had been Kkilled : thofe, from whom the
Spaniards attempted to force their colours, after many
ftruggles to defend- themfelves, feemed not to give
them up but with their lives.  The conquerors having
then prefented them to the governor, -he ordered the
fame compliment to be paid to the Portugneze cap-
tain, who loudly declared, that thefe' Indians were
invincible, in cafe they could behave in a real engage-
ment with as much order, f{pirit, and addrefs, as they
had done in this fictitious one, with which they had
entertained him. ~
A the conclufion of thefe fpeciacles, the governor
told his gueit, that he took him to be too gallant a
man, and too well acquainted with the duties of his
charge, to take it ill he fhould detain him and all his
company, till he knew the pleafure of his fuperiors
on the occafion. This compliment greatly furprifed
" the Portugueze captain, as he did not think the go-
vernor knew any thing as yet of the arrival of the Por-
tugueze fleet at the ifland of St Gabriel. Several
things, however, had already happened, of which
even himfelf knew nothing As foon as the go-
vernor of Rio.de La Plata had, in concert with that
of Paragnay, fent the Indians of the reduttions to.
make difcoveries, he difpatched a brigantine to vifit
all the creeks, all the havens, and all the iflands, on
both fides of the river below. Buenos Ayres. But
the commander, not imagining that the Portagueze
would have the affurance to take up their poft fo
near the capital,.neglefted making the. tour of the
iflands of St, Gabriel,. and fo returned without feeing
any thing of them. B :

A rFEw
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‘A rew days after, fome of the inhabitants
1680. going to cut wood in a little creek of the
“~~~  continent, fituated behind the largeft of thefe
iflands, and better fheltered from the winds than the
port of Buenos Ayres itfélf, were greatly furprifed
to find in it.fome buildings newly finithed; and im-
- mediately came back to acquaint the governor of the
province with what they had feen. The governor,
upon this,” immediately fent an officer on board a
brigantine to know of thofe, who had pofted them-
felves there, who they were, and what they meant by
fo doing.  This officer, as foon as he got within fight
of the principal habitation, hung out a flag of truce,
which brought a4 Portugueze to him, who anfwered
all his queftions. He then defired to be cenduéted to
the commander ; which being granted, he was greatly
. furprifed to find himfelf in a regular fortrefs, mounted
with cannon, and provided with flaves, and magazines
ftocked with every thing requifite to build and de-
fend a city; and four veflels, befides, riding at anchor
under the walls of it. . S
- DoN ManueL pE Loso, the commander, gave
him leave to take an exact furvey of every thing, and
draw up a judicial memorial of what he faw; upon
which, the governor of Buenos Ayres fent, the very
next day, to afk him, in ‘the name of his Catholic
Majefty, by what authority he had made an efta-
blifhment 1n 2 country belonging to the crown of
Spain. 'Don Manuel anfwered, in writinﬁ,’ that the
Partugueze had been authorized by the king, their
foveréign, to- make fettlements in all .parts of - the
continent, that were not as yet inhabited; and that,
having deliberated on the affair with the fovereign
chamber of Rio de Janeyro, hé¢ could find no fitua-
tion praperer for a new fettlement, than that he had
pitched upon, which he, befides, confidered as'a part
of Brazil.. ) To
s 1o
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T'o this declaration the governor immediately re-
plied by a formal fummons to withdraw directly
trom this place, which had been in the pofleflion of
the crown of Spain for ;?Jwﬂds of a century; and
not infringe the treaty of peace, by which a good
underftanding between the crowns of Spain and Por-
tugal had been lately reflored. To this fummons
Don Manuel made no other anfwer, than that he was.
on the territory of the king, his mafter, and would
remain there. The governor, left he fhould be
thought too hafty in an affair of fo much confequence,.
and perhaps, too, in order to gain time, had recourfe
to negociation ; and, for this purpofe, aflfenbled a
great council, to which he invited the bithop, and all
the divines and jurifconfults of the city, befides fuch of
the inhabitants, as. he thought beft fkilled in cofmo-
graphical affairs. ’ -

. THais council, having examined the rights of the
crowns of Spain to the lands the Portugueze had taken
pofleflion of, drew up a memorial ; and added to it
the Dutch map, which the Portugueze themlelves
made ufe of in their voyages, and li%ewife the treaty
of peace of the year 1668, in which it was ftipulated,
that the province of St. Vincent fhould be confidered
as the frontier of Brazil on the fide of Paraguay ; and
the governor fent copies of all thefe pieces to Don
Manuel de Lobo, by perfons beft qualified to make
him fenfible of all their weight, with earneft entrea-
ties not to reduce him to the fad. neceflity of rekind-
ling a war, which had already coft fo much blood,
efpecially with a nation, for whom he had the greateft
efteem and affection. : : .

. Don ManueL, firmly abiding by his firft anfwer,,
produced to the governor’s deputies a map of the
world, drawmqp in Lifbon in 1648, according to
which.the three hyndred leagues of coaft from Riode
Janeyro to the mouth of Rio de La Plata, and the ad--
Jacent continent, as far.as Tucuman, belonged to the

crown
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crown of Portugal. Nay, a line drawn on it took in
the two provinces of ‘Paraguay and Rio de La Plata,
and all the lands of the continent from the weftern
banks of the river quite to. Tucuman, with all the
towns ftanding upon them, as making part of Brazil,
though thefe towns had been built by the Spaniards.
Nay, fome of the Portugueze had the affurance to
advance, that the dominions of his Portugueze ma-
Jjefty extended as far as the mines of Potofi ; founding
their pretenfions, it is probable, on the expedition ot
Alexis Garcia, mentioned in the beginning of this
hiftory. o ,
THesE exceflive pretenfians greatly aftonifhed the
Spaniards. They defired to know upon what they
were grounded. They again oppofed to them the
fea-charts, by which the Portugueze had conftantly
* failed, and the laft treaty of peace, which had regu-.
lated the limits of the two powers in fuch a manner,
as to leave no room for future conteftations. They
proved, that Cape St. Catherine had always belonged
to thecrown of Caftile; that fome Portugueze, who
had attempted to fettle there, were diflodged by the:
Spaniards, withaut the king of Portugal makiag any
repreientations on the occafion; and that, it the
Spaniards had abandoned the fettlement they had
themielves made there, it was becaufe they thought
proper to tranfpart the inhabitants to other provinces,
which it was more their intereft wo: people. :
Don ManuEkL feemed fo far fenfible of the weight
of all thefe arguments, as to content himfelf -with
faying, that he had done nothing but by the erders
of hisfovereign, who could alone revokethem. - The
governor, therefore, finding there was no timetolofe
to prepare for a war, which he now confidered as -un-
avoidable, difpatched two exprefles pame-to Lima,
and the other to La Plata, with letteat to. the ¥iceroy
and the royal - andience. of Chasews, giving an. ac-.
count of the énterprize formed bythe P;irt,nguezeci
o - an

y
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and the fteps. he had ufelefsly taken to oblige them to
retire from the territories of his Catholick majefty.
But, before thefe two tribunals could an{wer him,
‘they thought proper to examine the crown of Spain’s
title to the country where the Portugueze wanted to
Aetdle ; and having unanimoulfly voted it inconteftible,
they immediately difpatched orders to the governor to
attack direcily the new colony, to which the Portu-
gueze had given the name of the Bleffed Sacramens.
THe firft thing Don Jofeph de Garro did, on re-
“ceiving thefe orders, was to communicate them to
Don Manuel de Lobo ; but they made no impreffion
upon him. Upon this, therefore, he immediately
gave orders for raifing troops, not only in his own
province but in Tucuman, purfuant to the leave he had
received from the viceroy for that purpofe. Thetowns
of Santafe and Corrientes, both under his juri{di¢tion,
could not furnifh above a company each. Don Martin
de Garoyer, ferjeant major and lieutenant genersl of
Tucuman, fent him four hundred from Corduba,
levied, clothed, and mounted at the expence of the
province, under the command of  the camp-mafter
Do: Francis Gomez and Texeda; and Don John
Diaz: de Andiro, governor of Tucuman, being in-
formed of its loyalty, not only highly commended it,
but ordered it to be made publick in all the fowns of
hijs government, with a view to engage the inhabitants
to follow fo glorious an example. .
Don-Josepn de Garro had likewife written very
carly to the fuperior of the reductions of the Utuguay,
to beg he might fend him direcly, three thoufand of
his Neophytes. But the meflenger, having been obli-
ged to travel two hundred and fifty leagues before he
could find the fuperior, took up more time than could
well be fpared in fo prefling an emergency. The
promptitude, however, with which the orders brought
by him were executed, made ample amends for the
delay ;. for, in cleven days an, army of Indians was
Vou. II G . © 7 ready
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'ready totake the field. This army confifted of horfe
and foot. Such of thefoot, as had fire arms, were di-
vided into companies of one hundred men each ; and
“the reft, who had nothing but bows and arrows,
lances and flings, as likewife the horfe, into compa-
nies of fifty men, Five hundred mules followed them
with provifions, befides what they themfelves could
carry ; with as many oxen to draw the artillery, four
thoufand well trained horfes to break the enemy’s
ranks, in cafe there fhould be a neceflity for fighting
~ onlevel ground, and a well-furnithed hofpital
"~ Tue different bodies, which compoled this little
army, being ordered to aflemble at the reduction of
the Kings, they all metthere, coloursflying anddrums
beating, on the day appointed for that purpofe. 'But
the Spanifh officers, who were to command them, not
- being as yet arrived, they thought proper to wait for
~ them, till the miflionaries, whoattended them in qua-
lity of chaplains, confidering that not only they were
wafting their provifions to no purpofe, but that the
feverity of the weather began to caufe diforders amongft
" them, thought they might take upon themfelves to
make them continue their march ; and it was certainly
well judged, for the halt they had made had already
coft them two hundred men, of whom fome were
dead, and the others difabled from action. But the
miflionaries not only replaced them on the fpot, but
raifed three hundred men more to recruit the compa-
-nies ; as faft asthey might ftand in need of it. They
then fet out from the reduction of the Kings in three
columns, each commanded by an Indian camp-
mafter ; and, as this reduction lies on the banks of the
- Uruguay, one of the three columns was embarked
upon thirty Balzas, whilft the two others coafted both
fides of the river, that thofe who happened to tire
might take the benefit of water carriage.
At length, they arrived within three leagues of the
colony, where the camp-mafter, Don Amhon% de
S era
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Vera Muzica, entrufted with the fiege, waited to re-.
ceive them. And, as all the Spanifh troops deftined
for the fiege were not as yet arrived, he employed the
interim to perfet the Indians in their exercife, and
form them-to a fervice, with which they were not as
yet acquainted ; and he had great reafon to be fur-
prifed at the fhortnefs of the time, in which he com-
paffed it.  This was the fruit of their docility. The
Portugueze. general had, on his fide, made the beft
ufeof all the tirhe that had been given him. He had
‘added new fortifications to his citadel, and furnithed
every place with ftrong batteries. Almoft all his fol-
diers, and feveralof his officers, had been draughted
from the old Portugueze troops, that had fecured the
crown of Portugal to the Houfe 6f Braganza. . .

THe general himfelf was worthy to command fuch
brave fellows. Buthe did not, at firft, imagine that
he fhould have fo numerous an army todeal with, He
had; befides, been too dilatory in fending tor ficcours
to-Rio de Janeyro, efpecially, as his enterprize,- the
true object of which was not known at Brazil till after
his departure, had appeared unjuft to fome, and rath
to the greateft number, fo that noie 'were to be fou.d:
there willing to fecond it. ‘The officer, he had left:
there to command in his abfénceé, in vain offered the
moft advantageous terms to fuch as would enlift-; and
even embarked his own “fon;” a knight of the order
of Chrift, in hope his example might fpirit up the
young nobility; butnot one of them offered to-follow
it. This univerfal reluctancy laid him under a neceflity -
of interpofing his authority, and..even ufing compul-
fion.: But thele meafures took. up© much time, that
theé fuccours procured by them arrived wo late. | -

.- Tue governor of Rio.de.La Plata himfelf, ‘theugh
mdch better - ferved, had not been able to bring to--
gether above four thoufand’ men, including Negroes,
Mulattoes, and Indians, moft of whom werein com-
magd, for heidid not think proper to weaken his gar-

) G 2 ~ rfon
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rifon, as there was then np Spanifh veflel at Buenos,
Ayres to oppofe the Portugueze, who, having four.
- fhips, might be tempted to fhift the fcene of altion

by attempting a defcent there. But Don Anthony:
de Vera Muzica, being of opinion that, with three.
hundred Spaniards and three thoufand reduction

Indians, he fhould be able to make himfelf mafter of
the place, applied for leave 1o begin the attack.

Don JosepH, however, did not think proper to.
grant it, till he had made another attempt "to, avoid a.
war, which could not be attended with any advantages.,
to his province; and which he forefaw, :would not be .
fo readily terminated, in cafe the crown of Portugal,
fhould pique itfelf upon continuing it. = With this,
view, he again fent to reprefent to Don Manuel de;
Lobo the impoflibility of his holding-out againft fuch
fuperior forces ; he protefted to him, that there was;
nothing he would not cheerfully do to extricate him.
from the perplexed fituation, in which he faw him
and that, if he would take the wifeft refolution, name-.
ly, that of returning home to his government, he wouid.
fupply him with plenty of provifions for his voyage,
and return him all the prifoners made by the Indians
of the reduétions. He conjured him to fave him-
felf the melancholy reflection of having rejected an
advice, whichreligion, reafon, and -honour, induced.
him to offer, and of having fuffered himfelf to be.
dazzled by the glory of fupporting an enterprize,
which_ the wifeft men, even ef his own, nation,. couyld
not_but difapprove. o L.

THis letter he fent tor the general, of the Spanifh
forces, who had as yet merely obtained leave to block:
up the place. But then,. he had fo difpofed his forces
by extending them, making the cavalry alight, and
placing the horfes behind them in fquadrons, that his. .
army appeared almoft double of what. jt_really was
Accordingly, feveral of the Portugneze officers repre-.
fented to their coromander, that it.wauld he tlie height:

. - - of
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of rafhnefs to infift on their ftanding a fiege with fuch
unequal forces; and, when the trumpet fent by “the
camp-mafter had delivered his meflage, moft of them
imagined, that their commander would acceptof fuch -
favourable conditions.” ‘But Don Manuel concluded
from the reafonablenefs of them, that the Spaniards
were afraid of him ; and, therefore, haughtily te-
jected them. =~ o+ - T

. THe camp-rhafter; after giving the governor an ac-
count of the - Portugueze general’s” obftinacy, repre-.
fented to him, that, in cafe he delayed ever {o litile
the attack, he was¥ery much afraid the extreme cold
and other inconveniencies of the feafon ‘might oblige
his troops to quit their ranks. . Don Jofeph, upon
this, gave hiinleave'toattas he thought proper ;' and,
accordingly, the army fet out’ next morning by day
break.- It afterwards halted to ‘Mear ma{gs; “when
¢very man, weare well’ affured, reécéived -the com=
union. ‘The remainder of .the’ day was fpefit i
regulating the.ordér-of the attacky and the day fol-
Jowing, being the 16th of Auguft, thearmy decamp-
ed again, a little after ‘midnight, “In’ the following
oidér” ‘The' four tloufand horfes’ withot riders,
brouglit by the Indiatisof the reéductions, were placed
in the front; thef¢:Indians themfelves marched next,
in"-three coluris, commanded, By their own' camp-
mafters, 'and by thiée-Spanifh officers, Don John Agui-
fara; Don Alexander d’Aguirre, atid Don John dekru-
tas. Tthefe troops compoled the main body of theafmy,
The rear guard was made up of -the governor’s forces.

. AL were a-foot,’ thé- commander having chofen
this difpofition, ' that, after “the befieged had " di'char-
ged all theéir caniion againft thehorfes, the men;’ who
could fuffer but-little or nothing by it; might "be able
to' feale - the “place; “before' they could prepare for 4
fecond difcharge. ‘But the Inidian' ¢amp-matters’ re-
prelented to him, that this would be leading 4ll “his
men to certain flaughter ; that the thot of the‘place
could not but greatly gall thé horfes, who, not hav-

3 - ing
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ing pcogl_e enough toreftrain their fury,” would imme-
diately fall back upon. the army, and throw it. into,
fuch: confufion, that the Portugueze might eafily cut.
the Spaniards to pieces before he could, rally them..
Don’ Anthony approved this opinion;, and was nata
little furprifed, that thofe Indians who had never be:.
fore been prefentatany expedition of: this kind, fhould
at once obferve, what neither himfelf nor any of his
officers had forefeen..- He immediately ordered the
horfes fo the wings and to the rear,:to be made ufe
of as there might. be occafion; and, thus the .three
columus of Indians found therafelves in the front of
the army, which arrived by day-break at the feot of
the fortrefs, - . ;

A S ST DETAt L THR A .
THe general -had, forbid his. troops :to begin the
attack, ‘till he had made a fignal by firing a carbine.
But-a Neophyte, ‘who, in the mean, time, had .cou-
rage eaough to ‘mopng one ofjthe outworks, finding
the centinel afleep,, it off his_heads. and, another.
centinel, happening to {py the Ingian, .immediately,
fired a carbine, . tg gi.vc_, notice to the -garrifon - thas
the.cnemy haaf got ypon the out-work, . The Nep-
phytes, who, 51t was yet dark, gould not diftin-
%l}‘i,fh}frdm whenge .the, noifg came,, taking it for, the
igna ‘of their genera), that very,inftant,; gne of iheir
columps, commanded by. the, Cacique. Ignaius
Amandau,, leaped, all ,to'a man,,into the out-work:
The Portugueze, who in their furprize cencluded
the. whale: Spanith.army, had got amongft them,: flew
precipitately to the main body.of the place -in great
numbers; and hégan to defepd. themfglves by fetting
fite, to 4" culverine, which was_fo; heavily: loaded;
that'it. burft jin’ the difcharge. . At the fame titng,
the twp other Indian columas.gntgrad. hy two pthes
places;. o that the befieged, . before they - could . loak
about them, found  themfelves iavefted in theis, fort
and - their; powder ;magazine in.ithe hands of .the
b‘-eﬁégerﬁ'.*, R PR TR S
S I BT R : N 3., ek . THIs

[T

‘e



OF PARAGUAY:. 8
- 'T'H1s ftruck {o great a terror. into them, that one -
of their captains threw himfelf, with ten or. twelve
foldiers of his company, into a boat, in order to gain
one of the Portugueze veffels in the road; but they
were met by alarge boat copteining. thirty Spantards,
who made them all prifoners. Some others,, swho
attempted to efcape, were not fo happy. ‘They.
crowded intoa boat in fuch.a nuinbers, that, not hav-
ing room enough to ply their oars, they were abliged
to remain motionlefs an the water, where fome. Ia-
diang, who fwam.to them, in ¢ndeayouring to.make,
them furrender, overfet thé; boat, by which every
man on board perithed. .., " .- i :
In the mean time, the Neophytes made up to the

next baftion, not dreaming of their wanting ladders,
till they got to the foot of it; however, without wait-
ing for thofe the general had ordered to be fent after
them, they faftened themfelves tq the walls, and | in-
vited the Spaniards to get upon their fhoulders, , which,
. feveral accordingly did after the example of Don John.
d’ Aguilara, who "foon pulled up the Portugueze -
colours, and planted. thofe of Spain in theroom of,
them. But the moment aften he received.a .mudket
thot, which broke his arm. " By, this time, the Porty.
§ueze, having recovered a littlg from their firft fright,.
ormed god defended themfelyes with great bravery.
Opeof their.captains, called Mativel Galban, rugning
th;ogfh the ranks, by his voice.and. his.example ani-
mated the foldjers,, putting them in. mind, ‘thatthey-
were Portugueze, a, name fo.formidable to the 5pa-,
niards, and did fo many fine. actions, thatssvﬁ his
quemies, themfelves, when he, fell oyerpowerad. by,
numbers, could not refufe him their tears'and, ;!,f}cir;
praifes. This brave man had for wife a Hergine, who,
fword in hand, fought by his fide as-lang -as he Hved.,
On fecing him fall, the Spaniards, - full of “admrati::
on for her virtue,. cried out to her to furrepder; but,,
wholly taken yp with the defire of revenging het huf-
T e TN e,



8% THE HISTORY
band, fhe ruthed into the thickeft of the fray, -and
there found the death fhe feemed fo much to covet.
"Born fides fought with equal obftinacy, though
the Portigueze had now no other motive left them,
but that of honour. This alone, however, made
them make fuch prodigious efforts, that they, at laft,
tepulfed, - and threw into fome diforder, the Indian
cb‘Tumn commanded by the camp-mafter, Ignati-.
us Amandas. But this gallant officer, enraged to
fee ‘his men turn their backs to the enemy, ran up
to therh fword in hand, and brought them back
to the charge. Upon this, asif the thame of having
fled had rendered life odious to them,, they fell fo fun--
cufly upon ‘the Portugueze, that in- a minute they
covered the ground with them; and, as they did not
underftand ‘their language, or took them- for Mame-
lus, would have killed them all to the laft ‘man, though
they. ‘called out for quarters, if fome Spanith officers
had not immediately ‘cdme- up, and given notice to
the Indians, that the'battle' wds at an end. v
- "-AsouT two hundred Portugueze were ‘killed on
this-occafion, and the reft made prifoners.: Their ge:
meraf,- béing “fick, had' no fhare in the engagement,
The Indiaris made fo ftri¢t a fearch after hitn, in order:
to kill him 'as the author of this war; “that Don'Antho- -
ny de Veéra was obliged to ftand feritry’ at the door
of his: apartment, to-hinder them from getting -at
~him,’ “"When the danger was over, he went in to pay’
him 'z -vifit, treatéd ‘him' with great politenefs, and:
rirade it ‘an offer of - his'fhare of the plunder. There’
was no’difagreement about the reft. The Indians,'
utter ftrangers to the vilue of feveral things thay fell’
into, their - hands, abandoned, without difficulty,” the’
moft precious to' the Spariards. Nay, many of them’
whb"fgiﬁ& fome brafs ‘and’ copper’ veflels full- of drf-’
bergredfe; dazzled. by'‘the brightnefs of the veffels,
threw - away ‘the ‘contents. The Spaniards loft but
fix men‘on this octhlfon. Of the Indidns thirty were
killed'and a greater ndmber wounded. ‘ .
HE
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- T'ue miflionaries, who accompanied their Neophytes
in this expedition, were always at hand to -aflift <he
dying, without diftinétion of friends or foes; -and
their zeal did them fo much the greater - honour with
both Portugueze and Spaniards, as, in order-to per-
form that duty, they were often- obliged to expofe
themfelves, at one and the fame time, to the fire of
both. But the greateft advantage: they derived from
this expedition, was its opening the eyés of feveral
perfons prejudiced againft their reduétions; "and
making them fenfible of the important fervices that
might be expe@ted from them-on fimilar occafions:
Accordingly, their provincial received the compli-
ments of Don Mélchior de Linan and Cifnerés, arch-
bithop of Lima and viceroy of Peru, the fuperior tri-
bunals, ‘the governor of the province, and feveral
other perfons of the firft diftintion ;' and, for a Jong
fime after, nothing was to be heard "frdm one end of
South Anierica to the other, but the praifes of their
Neophytes, who ‘came moft of them two hundred
leagues to this fetviceé, almoft naked, and that too,
though the weather, at this feafon, was extremely
¢old ; for, at this time, their whole dréfs, when obhi-
ged to' take the field, confifted of a fimple pair of
drawers. Befides,  ‘théugh not hbove one fourth 6f
them had fire arms, and they had'veteran and well
armed troops to deal with, and a place: fo fcale lined
with mufketeers and defended by a humerous artillery,
it was apparent to all, ‘that they had the greateft (hare
in the'taking of it. To crown all, their fervice was
“well - known not to have coft his Catholick -Majefty
one fingle farthing, Co
- Puis fervice was greatly enhanced by the fuccefs
of fome Englith pirates, who at the very fame time, -
with a fingle fhip they had carried off near Panama,
ravaged all the coafts of the South' Sea, in fpite: of
five armed boats fitted . out againft them at Lima ;
failed through the ftreights of le Maire, and carried
Co home
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home immenle riches to England; every body fay-
ing, that, if there had been Indians from the reduc-
tions of Paraguay in.Peru and Chili, their coafts would
not have been thus thamefully infylted. The Arch-
bithop Viceray expreffed himfelf to this purpofe, n a
letter to the royal ouncil of thé Indies ; and the camp-
mafter Don Andrew de Roblez, who about this time
arrived from Spain in order to fucgeed Don Jofeph de
Garro in his government of Rig-de. la Plata, wrote to
the viceroy to conjure him, nat to let the important
and difinterefted fervices. of thefe pew Chriftians go
without their reward. A -

He had like, however, to have done them a very bad
turn by endeavouring to fhow how much he efteemed
them; for he wrote to his Majefty, . that he thought it
would be neceffary, to form a village of thefe brave
Neophytes in the neighbourhood .of Buenos Ayres ;
and, his letter having been read in council, it was
there refolved, that one thopfand families theuld be
draughted from the reducions for this new eftablifh-
ment. -Weearn this fact from a decree of Philip V.
addreffed in the year 1726 to Don Mauwrice Bruno de
Zavala, governor of Rio de laPlata, in whichare the
following words, ¢ But Charles 1I. .of, glorious me-~
mory, .refleting :that the. changing. of climates
might chagrine ;thefe faithful Indians, and; fubject
them to vialent diforders, by making them breathe
an. air to which they were not accuftomed, thought
proper to repeal this order by . a fchedule iffued in, the
year 1683.”  This repeal wap, no, doubt, .owing. to
the reprefentations of their Milionaries, who wrote to
Charles II. that the new Chriftians of Paraguay would
in a fhort iime become quite_different men from .what
they- had hitherto, been, were .they to be fettled fo
near any town, one efpecially where there was fo great
a refort of ftrangers as Buenos'Ayres; or even .in
the neighbourhood of any Spanifh habitation ; for the
prince readily dicerned thg folidity of thefe_ne‘a,lbnsé

an
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and Philip V. his fucceflor, and the royal council of
the. Indies, have been always of the fame way of
thinking.

. Bu, to return to what concerns the colony

of the Bleffed Sacrament, Don Pedyo, prince 1681.
regent of Portugal, was greatly mortified at “—~~
the news of ig being taken. He ordered his am-
baffador at Madrid to make heavy complaints on the
accafion to his Catholick Majefty ; and we are told by
- Rochapita, in his hiftory of Brazil, that Don Pedro
threatened to renew the war, unléfs he received fatif-
faction for this hoftility ; that Charles II. intimidated
by this menace, fent the duke: of Juvenazzo to ap-
peafe him; that the duke could not obtain an audi-
ence from the Infant, till he -had declared, that he
bad orders to comply with every -thing his royat
highnefs might think proper to require; that Dont
Pedro, fatishied with this declaration, infifted upon
nothing but the reftitution of the place and all the
effefts that had been found in it, and the enlarge-
ment of the prifoners taken by the Spaniards; that,
1n -confequence of this accommodation, Don Francis
Naper de Lancafter was fet at liberty and returned to
Portugal, where the prince regent, to indemnify
him for his loffes, gave him the government of
Rio de Janeyro, and that of the colony of the Bleffed
Sacrament, which was re-eftablifhed, and put in a
bettercondition than it was befote the Spaniards had
taken. it. ' g

. Bur. it is plain, that this author was very ill in-
formed, and confounded two very diftant events; for
it is certain, that Don Manuel de Lobo, founder of
the colony, died a prifoner in Peru, where he had
been removed foon’ after the redution of his place;
and it does:not follow, that, becaufe Don Francis
Naper de Lancafter, who was, perhaps, Don Manuel’s
lieutenant, or commanded the four fhips that brought
him fuccours, wds fince named governor of Rio de

Janeyro,
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Janeyro, and henoured with the title of governor of
the colony, that, what the hiftorian of Brazil advances:
on no other foundation, muft be true. It is certain,’
that the duke of Juvenazzo brought the prince re-
gent of Portugal to a more reafonable way of think«
ihg, and made him defift from the pretenfions form-’
ed in:Brazil in regard to the extent ofathat kingdom ;
and that this prince contented himfelf with afking a
fmall- fettlement- for: the Portugueze, fomewhere in- _
the colony, or its neighbourhoeod, that, in cafe they
fhould at any time be obliged to-enter -the Rio de Lua.
- Plata, they might there find thelter againft pirates
and bad weather. . - . DR
4 ‘TH1s was. granted, on tondition that the
1682. property of the place fhould remain vefted
Y~~~/ in the crown of Spain; that no more than
fourteen Portugueze families -(hould fettle in it that
the houfes fhould be built with wood and :covered
with ftraw ; that. the Portugueze fhould ereétno fort
in it;. that the governor of Buenos Ayres fhould have
a right to vifit it, and all the fhips that might come
there.-to trade; that: the crown of Portugal thould
reftore three hundred thoufand Indians, and - .the
flocks, which the inhabitants of St Paul of Pirari-
" ningue had carried off from countries belonging to
his Catholick ‘: Majefty; laftly, . that' commiflioners
fhould be appointed by the two courts to examine, 'if
the king of Portugal had any right to fettle a colony
on the banks of the Rio de La Plata, or refer theit
pretenfions to the arbitration of the fovereign Pontiff';
. and that every thing fhould be finally adjufted,. one
‘way or another, within the fpace of twelve months, -
Tuese preliminaries being fettled, a provifional
treaty was figned the feventh of May, by which his
Catholick Majefty granted the fettlement required’ by
Don Pedro, on the corditions | have mentioned ;
and, fome time after, the commiflfioners of the two
crowns held a conference, in-which. they agreed :10
abide
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abide in the main by the Pope’s decifion, as the pre-
tenfions of the two courts were to be adjufted con-
formably to the famous line of Demarcation. But it
is probable, that no regard was paid to this provifional
treaty. It even appears, that the council of his Ca-
tholick Majefty did not forefee all the confequences
of the apparently trifling conceflions made by it, nor
fufficiently reflet, that any kind of fixed fettlement
on the Rio de La Plata could not fail of becoming a
perpetual fource of contention with an enterprizing
neighbour, who carried his claims to fo greata height;
" could receive, when he pleafed, fuccours from the -
enemies of Spain; and was enablvd by the proximity
of Brazil to take advantage of every favourable con-
Jun&ture to aggrandize and ftrengthen himfelf. It
will appear in the courfe of this hiftory, that thele
conjectures were but . too well grounded.

T His expedition, againft the enemices of the 1682,

ftate, was Emcced_ed by a feries of attempts to 1692.
propagate the gofpel .in Chaco, which lafted “~~
till the year 16g2. But, though the kings of Spain,
in order to fecure fuccefs to them, had iffucd a decree,
by which, as many of the Indians of that country as
fhould liften to the Jefuits, were put upon the fame
footing with thofe of the Parana, thofe fathers found
it neceflary to renounce the defign. Their zeal, how-
ever, fuffered nothing by doing fo, as the Chiquites
had already given the ftron%eﬂ: indications of their
“difpofition to benefit by it. But, before we proceed
any farther, it is proper to make the reader well ac-
quainted with a nation, which is to make a confi-
derable figure in the enfuing part of this hiftory.

UnpgR the name of Chiquites, it is ufual to com-
prehend feveral fmall nations fcattered over that trac
of land, which is bounded to the north by a chain of
mountaing, to the fouth by Chaco, . and to the eaft by
the Meoxes and the Baures; its bounds to the weft are
not #yet. afcertained. . It has fcarce.any. breadth at its

e s fouthern
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fouthern extremity, but grows wider and- wider as it
ftretches to the north. Lengthways it extends from
the 14th degree of fouth latitude to the 21ft. The
eaftern part of it is watered by fome rivers; and
has, bcﬁ%aes,.a great number of marfhes and lakes.
The weftern part is traverfed by two rivers, which,
after rifing very near each other, feparate by running
from the fouth to' the north by eaft. Thefe two
rivers are the Guapay and the Pirapiti. The firft,
after fetting out with the name of Rio Grande, which
it does not deferve, even where wideft, any more than
feveral others, upon which the fame pompous appella-
tion has been very freely beftowed in this part of .
South America, receivés, ‘in a femicircle which -it
forms round the city of Santa Cruz de La Sierra, the .
name of Guapay. The fecond; on its leaving Chaco
to enter the country of the Chiquites, affumes the
pame of St. Michael, and then that of Sara, under
which, after feveral windinfgs, it joins the Guapay,
when both, under the laft of thefe names, flow toge-
ther to the Mamore. This. country is every where
covered with mountains and thick forefts, which
abound with bees, thofe efpecially called Qpemus, which
I have already mentioned. Accordingly, the chief

riches of the inhabitants confift in honey and wax.
THE banks of the rivers, nivulets, and lakes, are
covered with tortoifes, and every kind of game. Mon-
keys, deers, buffaloes, mountain goats, and poultry,
are to be met every where.in great numbers; -but
are not, however, fo numerous as the fnakes and vi-
pers, which are all more or lefs venemous. There are
fome. of them, whofe venom is fo active, that,. when
a man has received it in the extremity of the faot, it
immediately afcends to the head, caufes a' delirium,
‘and then a general weaknefs all over the body, to
which death foon fucceeds. Few of the reftare mor-
tal, their venom evaporating with the blood; which it
caufes to iffue at all parts ef tha body, and leaviugfonly
a fmall
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a fmall weaKnefs behind it. The lands of this country
-are almoft every where bad; and would be abfolutely
uninhabitable, if, from the month of September to
that of May, there did not fall fuch heavy rains, that
not only the fields are overflowed, but lakes and large
rivulets formed every where, which in a fhort time
abound with fith. - '

As foon as the waters retire, the inhabitants fow
maize, fugar-canes, . tobacco, rice, cotton, and fe-
veral other vegetables of the fame kind; but they
-know nothing og the vine, or of wheat. The heat is
great every where; and in fome places exceflive,
Befides, the ‘weather .is very inconftant, which caufes
frequent and 'heavy diforders. The inhabitants are
particularly fubject to the apoplexy; and are every
year vifited by a kind of plague. But, if they die of
it, it is not fo much through the malignity of the
diftemper, as the ignorance of their phyficians, whofe
art confifts entirely in two remedies for every kind of
Jdiforder. The firft is fucking the part affliCted: the
fecond putting to death fome poor woman or another,
the Chiquites having taken it into their heads, that
this fex is the caufe of all our evils. Such hufbands,
_therefore, as have a mind to get rid of their wives,
find it an eafy matter to engage the phyficians to pro-
nounce fentence upon them, from which there is no
appeal, becaufe the Cacique of every town is himfelf
the phyfician, as well as the executor of his owa
-decrees. He generally begins by living well at the

~expence of the patient, to whom he allows nothing
but a little maize, letting him, if he does not like it,
‘die with hunger; alledging that he has been the cauft
of his own death. - ' '

In his firft vifit he examines with the greateft at-
tention, if - the patient has not fpilt fome Chica, a
kind of very intoxicating beer made with rice, which
all the Indians of this continent are very fond of ;
-or. if he has not thrown to the hogs any bitsf
.. o
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of turtle or other animals. In the firft cafe, if the
patient owns himfelf guilty, the phyfician immedi-
ately falls to fucking that part of the body, where the
.pain is moft violent. If this operation proves fruit- - .
lefs, .** it is, fays the docior, the fpirit prefiding
over the Chica, who punifhes you, and who muft be
:gpeafed"’ In the fecond cale, he gives the ground
out the patient’s bed feveral violent ftrokes, in
order to drive away the evil fpirit. - :
From the name Chiguitos, which .the Spaniards
have given to thefe Indians, one would be apt to.ima-
gine, that they are of a fmaller ftature than any of
.the other inhabitants of this part of the New World ;
whereas, their ftature is, in general, above the com-
mon. This name was given them, becaufe the doors of
their - cabins ufed to be fo low, that they were obliged
to. crawl upon the ground to get ioto them. Their
reafon for conftructing them in this manner was to be
the better fheltered by them againft the arrows of
their enemies, and the ftings of flies and other infeQs,
with which the air of this country conftantly fwarms.
The Chiquites .are very ftrong and fturdy, of great
Jpenetration and judgment, lovers of truth, and pretty
free from the vices, to which the reft of the South
Americans are addi¢ted; fuch as impudicity, incon-
ftancy, and lazinefs. . They rather love labour, or
are; ar leaft, eafily reconciled to it ; and ‘in this they
have over the Guaranis an advantage, which bas faved
their firft miffionaries a great deal of trouble and fa-
tigue. Drunkennefs feems to be their ruling paffion,
as they contra a habit of it from their infancy.
Trev.differ but very little from the Spaniards in
their features, fo that, if they were not fo fwarthy, it
would be a hard matter to diftinguifh one from the
other. ' They are permitted to let their hair grow il
the age of twenty; and long hair is-counted a great
~ beauty among them. They have very little beard,
and what they have appears very late. Both men and
L women



OF PARAGUAY. g

swomen wear a kind of cotton thift with {leeves reach-
ing to the elbows. The yoyng people went quite
naked, when the Miffionaries made their firft appear-
ance among them; except that in their feftivals
they adorned their heads with feathers of different
coloyrs. The Chiquites are nimble, courageous,
and very dextrous in handling their arms, which are
the fame with thofc of the other nations of Paraguay.
Trev had no kind of regular government among
them, yet generally conducted gﬁemﬁdvcs by the
advice of their old men; the dignity of Cacique,
though it defcended to the braveft, having very
litle authority annexed to jt. ‘The Chiquites requis-
ed litle provocation to go to wgr; the defye of
fhewing their courage being a fufficient motive ;
and they had, accordingly, rendered themfelves far-
midable to all their neighbours. They generally
treated their prifoners very well; confidered them gs
their own children ; and gave them their daughters in
marriage. The Caciques alone were permitted to
have two wives ; but, then, the reft could divorce
theirs when they pleafed, and take others inftead of
them. A youngman found it a hard tafk to get a
wife, till he had given proofs of his bravery, or fkijll
in hunting,  As to their children, they gave them no
kind of education. .
* THEY generally built their villages in woods ; and
the cabins, that ¢ ed them, confifted of nothing
but ftraw.  Their feftivals,, efpecially when ftrangers
were to be.entertained, lafted two or thyee days.
. They bcganffy conjyring the bad fpirits not to &:sf-
* turb the joy of them ; and aocompanied their prayers
with great fhouts; all the time firiking the ground
with their mancanas. The entersainment confifted

- almoft ‘edtirely in drinking Chica, which foon intoxi-

cated them to fuch a degree, as to make it degenerate
ipto ariot, which few elcaped without wounds, and
generally endéd in the death of fome of the com-
. pany. The guefls, netwithftanding, never failed to
Vou. II, . H thank
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thank the perfon -who had invited them ; and every
thing that happened in their liquor was immediately
configned to oblivion,

The Chiquites ufed to rife very early, and break-
faft at day-break. They then amufed themfelves with
playing on a kind of inftruments very like our flutes,
till the fun had dried up the dew, with which they
thought it was dangerous to be wetted; when they
repaired to the fields to work, If their fields hap-
pened to be overflown, they employed themfelves m
fome other way tillnoon. The reft of the day they
fpent in pla¥ or in vifits. The employment of the
women confifted entirely in bringing home wood and
water ; boiling their rice and their maize; fpinning
cotton for fhirtsand fhifts, and likewife for hammocks,

“which the married people alone were permitted to ufe;
the reft being allowed nothing but a mat fpread upon
a very uneven heap of bits of wood. They gene-
rally fupped at fun fet, and fromi fupper the married
men and women went to bed ; but the young people
fpent great part of the night in dancing to the found
of their inftruments, the young men at one fide, and
the young women at the other. When harveft was
over, they divided into companies and went a hunt-
ing; but were all back again by the month of Auguft,
being feed-time. They inclofed their gamein order
to preferve it.

Scarcs any traces of religion were to be found
amongft the Chiquites, except that they were great-
ly afraid of devils, who, they faid;*appeared to
them under hideous forms. They believed the im-
mortality of the foul; and interred with their dead
provifions for their fouls, and likewife arms, with
which they might provide for themfelves, when thefe
provifions fhould be fpent. They called the Moon
their mother ; and, when fhe happened to be eclipfed,
imagined that fhe was bit by hogs, and covered with
blood, becaufe fhe appears reddifh on thofe occafions.
To refcue her therefore from the jaws of thefe animals,

they
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they did nothing but fhoot their arrows into the air,
till (he recovered her primitive brightnefs. Thunder:
and lightning they thought were formed by departed:
fouls quarrelling with the ftars, amongft whom they:
had taken up their abode. They looked upon con--
jurers as enemies to ‘mankind ; and, therefore, tore
to pieces all thofe they fulpe¢ted of being fo. :

THEY were extremely fuperftitious, and continu-
ally watching for omens in the crying of beafts, and
the fcreams of parrots, They even pretended to dif
cern in their armsthe figns of futureevents. On the
leaft rumour of any not immediate danger, they fud.:
denly changed countenance, ahd fled into the woods;
the hufband one way, and the wife another, without:
taking the leaft concern about fuch of their children,
as could not follow them. "They did not fo much
as ftay to carry off with them any thing to live
upon, -fo that every panick wasattended with the death.
of numbers, . who miferably perithed through want of
fubfiftence.

It was owing to thefe extremlties, that, though
they had conceived a moft implacable hatred againft
the Spaniards, from a perfuafion that as many as fell
into their hands were very cruelly treated by them,
they made no difficulty of felling to them their neareft
relations, the hufband his wife, the father his children,
the brother his fifter ; and that for a knife or fome
fuch trifle.  But whatis not lefs furprifing, thofe men,
whom fuperftition : rendered fo fearful, and whom
the leaft appearance of - diftant evil fo much difconcert-
ed, were intrepid, when they had not time to reflect
on the danger they were expofed to; never confider--
ing any inequality in point of numbers as a fufficient .
reafon for not attacking an enemy. o

Tue Chiquite tongue is -very difficult to learn,
Befides, every diftri@t, and fometimes every village, .
has its own particular idiom, fo that it coft the miffi-
onaries who firft laboured to form this church, al--
moft infinite pains to learn fo many  different jargons:

v , H2 This
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“This diverfity of tongues, and the different names of*
thefe Indians, thofe of every village having their own,
were not, however, the only things, to ditinguith
them from one another. There was befides a presty
confiderable difference between them.in regard to-
their cuftoms, manners, and religious rites and bes
lief. Some were fierce andintractable y fome gentle
~and docile; fome fo fuperftitious that they had
priefts condecrated to the ferwice of the devils, whom
they imagined they either faw or heard. :
Tue firft conquerorsof Peru had fome knowledgs
of the Chiquites, but could -mever fubdue them.
Father Jofeph de Acofta has fpoken of them in his
‘excellent Latin work on the beft methods of convert-
ing the Indians; as likewife the famous Jurifconfult,
Don John de Solorzano in the ninth chapter of his
Indian Policy ; and Don Alphonfo de La T'ena, hifhop
of Quito, in the preface to the fecond book of his
Itinerary. It appears, that Nuflo de Chavez, whom
we have often had occafion to mention in the begin<
ing of this hiftory, kept up agood underftanding with
them for fome time after he had built the ancient
town of Santa Cruz de La Sierra; but I can hardly
credit what fome people fay, that he had found
moans to engage them to pay a tribute to the crown
of Caftile. One thing is certain, which is, that,
fince the tranflation of ‘Santa Cruz to the fpot where
it now ftands, which wasthe work of Don Francis de
Toledo viceroyof Peru, thefe Indians have been con«
ftantly commutting hoftilities againft the Spaniards,
till the year 1690, when Don Auguftin Arcé de La
Concha concluded a peace with them, and rendered
it everlafting. by procuring their converfion to the .
Catholick faith. The opportunity of making this
peace was fo much the more favourable, as the Ma-
. melus had already begun to make inroads into their
country, and thus put them between two fires ; a cir«
cumftance, which Don Auguftin had wifdom enoug
to difcern, and malse the proper ufe of, T
‘ : HIs



OF PARAGUAY. 101

“Twuis was not, indeed, the firft time that Jefus
Chuift had been preached to the Chiquites; but they.
had been abandoned I don’t know upon what acconnt
fo that, at the time I fpeak of, there did not remain
the leaft traces of Chriftianity among them. Severa)
of them had been gained over to Jefus Chrift a little
before the tranflation of Santa Cruz; but as this
tranflation did not pleafe fome of the inhabitants,
part of them remained among the Chiquites, and
formed a little town at the foot of a mountain which
they called St. Francis; others retired among the
Mozxes; fome, in fine, having embarked on the Ma-
mord, fell down that river to the Maranon or river
of Amazons, and from thence pafled over into Spain. -
But the worft confequence of this tranflation was,
that the Panoguis, one of the Chiquite nations, of
whom feveral were Chriftians, and had been given
in conynand to the inhabitants of Old Santa Cruz,
taking advantage of it to fhake off the Spanifh yoke,
Joft theirs faith by recovering their liberty, and be-
¢came furious enemies to the Spaniards.

New Santa Cruz lies in fourteen degrees and twenty
minutes, fouth latitude, at the foot of a chain of
mountains, which bounds the country of the Chi-
quites to the north, and from thenee runs in a north
eaft direction to the lake of ‘the Xarayes. This town
was at firft called San Lorenzo, and itftill retains that
name in fome publick inftruments. I have not been
gble to difcover, whatinduced Don Francisde Toledo
to remove it. Some have imagined, thatit was to put
it more outof the reach of the Chiquites; but, asthis
change of fituation put no end to the hoftilities be-
tween the Spaniards and thefe Indians, I cannot give
in to this conjeCture. The New Santa Cruz is the capi~
talof a province, which, for civil matters, depends
on the royal audience of Las Charcas; and, as 2
lf’ilﬂxoprick,' is fuffragan to the archbifhoprick of La

ata,
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. To return to the projet formed by Don Auguftin
Arce. Having gained over the Chiquites by his cour-
teous way of treating.them, he thought he could dif-
cern in them a pretty good difpofition to embrace
Chriftianity. Therefore, to make it the more agree-
able to them, he gave them reafon to hope, that they
would never have any other miffionaries but the
Jefuits; and, confequently, need not ever be under
any apprehenfions of lofing their liberty. Such were
the fteps of pravidence, for the foundation of the
fecond Chriftian republick formed by .thefe religious

.on the model of the firft, to which it may be
truly affirmed, that at prefent it yields in nothing
but the number of its reductions; and fuch was the
manner in which father de Arce found himfelf led,
by ways unknown to him, into this province, for the
accomplifhment of God’s views upon him,

. Bur the minute he came to difcern thefe views, he
faw plainly, that nothing lefs than the all-powerful
arm of Him, who had chofen him for fo glorious an
enterprize, could procure it fuccefs. The marquis
de La Concha had left Santa Cruz before he arrived

~ there; and the governor, who fucceeded that noble-
man, feemed to have very little of his zeal for the
converfion of ‘the Chiquites. Befides, feveral of the
inhabitants did not relith the undertaking, and left
o ftone unturned to diffuade the miffionary from it.
They began by magpifying the difficulties of it; and
then, feeing that what they faid made no impreflion
apon him, they attempted to perfuade him, that,
at beft, all his labours would be thrown away;
and that, though he and his fellow labourers might
£fcape therage of thefe Indians, whofe barbarity they
greatly exagperated, they could not that of the
climate; fo that it was but facrificing, to no manner
of purpofe, thofe lives, which might e¢l{fewhere be

_rendered fo ufeful to church and ftate.

FATHER
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FaTHER de Arce had too much experience not
to difcover the true motives of all their reprefentations.
He knew, befides, that a flave company had been
formed at Santa Cruz, and that it conftantly kept a
company-of adventurers on foot, to carry off all the
Indians they could furprife ; whom they fent to be fold
. in Peru and all the neighbouring provinces, where
their prodigious numbers had fo much reduced the
ﬁrice of them, thata woman and her child might be

ad forafheep and her famb. He likewife knew,
- that when they could not find flaves enough in one
part of the country, to keep up their deteftable com-
merce, they picked a quarrel with the inhabitants of
fome other, who dreamed leaft of offending them ;
and, under the pretence of an imaginary injury, feli
upon them unawares ; put to the fword all thofe who
made any refiftance ; and obliged the reft to redeem
their lives at the expence of their liberty. :

It was with great grief and indignation all honeft
Spaniards thus' faw their nation difgraced, and the
Chriftian religion difhonoured, by the avarice of fome
private men, and the impunity which increafed fo
¢rying a diforder ; the magiftrates, it feems, being

afraid to employ the feverity of the laws to put a ftop
to thefe enormities, for fear of occafioning revolts,
which might be attended with ftill worle confequences.
It even happened, that, when fome time after this
the miffionaries of the Moxes and the Chiquites had
complained of thefe violences to the Royal Audience
of Las Charcas, a rich and powerful man took upon.
bimfelf the defence of the guilty before that tribunal ;
and fpoke in fuch ahigh ftrain, that” it did not think
proper to expofe its authority, by paffing the fentence
1t intended to do, but referred the affair to the prince
of Santo Bueno, viceroy of Peru, who wifely judged
that he ought not to lofe a ﬁnﬁle moment, in exerting
~all his authority to fupprefs fo great a fcandal. Ac-
cordingly, he publifhed an edi& forbidding all per-
' . Hs - fons
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fons whatfoever, under pain of death, to buy or ftli
any Indians carried off by force ; and all magiftrates,
. under pain of being depofed, to tolerate fo bafe a
traffick, )

But this remedy came fo late, that the firft miffi-.
onaries of the Chiquites feceived no benefit from

it. 'This, however, could not abate father de Arc€’s -

.¢ourage, which incresfed in proportion to thé obfta-
cles it met with, He firft .began by making ufe of
remonftrances, prayers, and fupplications, t6 move
the hearts of thofe, from whom he had moft reafon to
expelt any oppofition ; and ke, at length, thought he
had fucceeded 5 but he did not, it feems, know who
he had to deal with. They did not think Eropér to
renounce all pretenfions to the name of Chriftians, b

barefacedly contradifting a minifter of the Lord of k};
great reputation ; they even feigned to approve his
~ views, and gave him fine promifes without any inten-
tion to keep them; orelfe in hopes, that in fo un-
wholéfome a ¢limate, he would foon fink under the
exceffive fatigues to which they knew he was ready to
expofe himfelf ; or at leaft grow weary of labours,
which they flatteted themfe?ves with being able to
render both fruitlels and difagreeable. But the event
fhewed, that they were as much miftaken in him, as
he in them, o -

THe Apoftolic man, having nothing now to de-

tain him at Santa Cruz, but the difficulty of ob-
taining guides, had, atlaft, the good fortune to meet
with two, who condycted him to the firft habitations
of the Chiquites called Pinocas, where he arrived, after
a very fauguing journey of three weeks, the latter
end of the year 1692. He could fcarce crawl when
he entered the firft town, though he had the greateft
occafion to exert himfelf, for the plague raged there
to fuch a degree, that he foon found himfelf lurround-
ed Wwith fick and dying perfons expofed to all the in-
Juries of the-weather, and ia want of every receffary
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of life. He was greatly confoled, however, by the
happinefs of baptizing feveral of the latter, and by the
furprizing affliétion of thofe he found alive, at his
not arriving time enough to confer the fame grace
on thofe, whom the diforder had already carried off.
* Thefe fentiments were, in a great meafure, owing to
the arguments, which the virtuous Marquis de La
Concha, after granting them peace, had made ufe of
to engage them to receive mifhionaries.

As foon as a few of them had recovered fuffi- 1693.
cient ftrength to go abroad, they fet about a‘“~~~
church with fuch alacrity, that in ten days, the father,
who dedicated it to the Apoftle of the Indians, could
celebrate mafs in it. he fequel was anfwerable
to fuch promifing bec(%innings; the earneftnefs, with
which they all defired inftruction and baptifm, being
- fo great, that he had fcarce 2 moment left to him-
felf. The church never emptied from morning till
night; and part of the night was fpent in repeating
wl%at had been faid twenty times, the preceding day,
to people who underftood but half of what the‘y'
heard, and immediately forgot that half; but whofe
fincere defire to learn made fo painful an exercife very
agreeable. The fervant of God would have been
very glad not to defer any longer the baptifm of the
Catechumens, had not a long experience of the levity
of the Indians made the Jefuits take a refolution not
to adminitter that facrament to grown up perfons, till
after a long and fevere trial. Father de Arcé, there-
fore, contented himfelf with baptizing the fick,
when in danger of dying; and the children not yet
come to the yearsof reaton.

In the mean time, the Panoquis, whofe anceftors
had been Chriftians, and who were fettled nearer to
the ancient city of Santa Cruz, fent to befeech the
fervant of God to come and vifit them; or, if he
could not grant them that favour, to permit them to
wait upon him; and, he having returned for anfw;r,

that
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that they might all come, and that he would receive
them all as his children, a confiderable gumber of them
immediately {et out; and, on their arrival, defired to
be admitted as Catechumens. This acceflion, by
rendering the church too fmall, obliged him to re-
peat his inftructions fo often, that he at laft fell into a
Janguor, which foon terminated in a burning fever, of
which, however, he fell on a fudden, and, as it
were, miraculoufly recovered. o
THis made father de Arcé, refolve to fpare himfelf
. lefs than ever; but he had not time to put his defign
in execution, when he received an order from his Pro-
vincial, to come immediately to him at Tarija.
Though he was perfuaded, that his Provincial did
not know how the affairs of this miffion were circum-
ftanced, when he fent him this order, he brought the
Chiquites to confent to his leaving them, by the
_ftrongeft affurances, that he would never abandon
them; and then, after advifing them to remove near-
er to the river St. Michael, where the air was
wholefomer, and they would, befides, be more fecure
againft the attacks of their enemies, he fet out amidft
the tears and fobs of his dear children. '
IN the mean time, the Mamelus, when
1694. leaft expeted, had made their appearance on
“~~ the frontiers of the Chiquites, and firft di-
refted their march towards the Panoquis, who were,
however, apprized of their approach time enough to
concert meafures to repulfe them. Accordingly,
they laid an ambufcade for the Mamelus; and, by
that means, after killing a great number of thefe ban-
ditti, obliged the reft to retreat, as they themfelves
fought all the time under cover. The year follow-
ing, another body of thefe mifcreants fell fuddenly
upon the Taus, another nation of the Chiquites, and
carried off a great many of them; and then turned
fhort upon the Pancquis, who, though they had no-
tice of their approach, could not be made to believe
' o it
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it. However, they kept up a good countenance
on the enemy’s appearing before them; but then,

they did not take notice, that, while a part of the

Mamelus attacked them in front, another had march-

«d round them to carry off their women and children ;

whom thefe banditti immediately fent off, fo much to

_the confufion of the men, that on hearing it, they
difperfed. The Mamelus, however, did not purfue

them, imagining, that rather than be feparated from

_thofe they- held deareft, they would foon come and
deliver themfelves up, as it accordingly happened.

‘The Mamelus treated all the prifoners they made on

this occafion very well; made them prefents; con-

ferred marks of diftin&tion on the principal men

among them; and promifed them all an eftablifh-

- ment 1n Brazil, where they fhould want for nothing ;
but this they did merely to engage them to a&t the

part-of Guides in a defign, they had formed to fur-

prize the reduction of St. Francis Xavier; which, by

father de Arcé’s advice, had been removed to the

other fide of the river St. Michael.

FaTHER DE ARCE, having received an account of
thefe tranfattions in his way to Tarija, immediately
fled back to the relief of his dear Panoquis, without
confidering, that he expofed himfelf to the almoft
inevitable danger of falling himfelf into the hands of
the Mamelus. In his way, he traverfed feveral can-
tons of the Chiquites; and was every where received
like the tutelary angel of the nation. Being jained
by feveral Panoquis, who had made their" efcape
from the Mamelus, he led them into a plain, where
he propofed to found a fecond reduction on the banks
of the little river Jacopo. For, as this place is fur-
rounded with woods, he was in hopes the Chiquites
might be lefs expofed in it to ‘the courfes of the Ma-
melus; and, therefore, flattered himfelf with being
able to collet there a greater number than he could
any where elfe; and fo it accordingly happe'rlx.ehc!.
‘ is
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‘This new colony he put under the protettion of the
angel Raphael ; and, after making fome ftay in it,
during which he baptized feveral infants, he left the
inhabitants in the beft difpofitions he could wifh for.
He then continued his journey; and, having made
himfelf perfeftly acquainted with the direCtion taken
by the Mamelus, went and put the Indians of St. Francis
Xavier upon their guard againft them. From thence
he pofted for fuccours ‘to Santa Cruz, where he ob-
rained one hundred and thirty foldiers, commanded
by a very brave officer, who firft led them to St,
Francis Xavier; and from thence, after being joined
three hundred Chiquites, and evacuating that re<
duction, whofe fituation was not judged fafe enough,
took poft on the banks of the river St. Michaek
Having then fent out fcouts to get intelligence of the
enemy, he the day after received advice, that they
had been to fall upon the reduction which had been
evacuated. The fame day he received a letter from
the commander of the Mamelus, addrefled to the
Paftor of this town, and conceived in the following
terms, :

¢ ReverReND FaTHER,

¢ I am arrived here with two companies of brave
- “foldiers of my nation; we do not intend to give
“¢“you the leaft moleftation ; we are come to look for
¢ fomée of our people who have taken refuge in this
¢ country. Your reverence may return to your re-
¢¢"ducion, and bring back your Neophytes with.you ;
“““yon need not fear the leaft danger there. I pray
£ God to preferve you.

"+ ANTHONY FIRRAEZ.”

Tue Father had no fooner read this letter, than
the little army fet out in quett of the enemy; bur it
was too late, ‘The Mamelus had retreated, as from the
tracks of the horfes they concluded fome Spaniards had
taken the field. However, in hopes of carrying off

. the
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the black cattle of the reduction of St. Francs
Xavier, which fome Indians had told them they had
met with, they refolved to draw near it again. Upon
this, the Spanith commander, being informed of their
intentions, purfued them fo clofely, that he arrived in
g%ht of ther camp at three o'clock in the after-noon

the ninth of Auguft. As he had made a forced
march, he thought proper to give his men time to
reft the remainder of the day; efpecially as he
was defirous they fhould prepare to communi-
cate the day following, being the feaft of St Law-
reace patron of Santa Cruz. Accordingly, father de
Arcé and the two miffionaries, who had replaced him
at St. Francis Xavier, and who attended their Neo-
phytes in this expedition, confefied the whole army ;
and, ncxt morning very early, after faying mafs, ad-
miniftered the communion to them. This done, the
army fet out at day-break. oo

It had been firft refolved to fummon the Mamelus
to lay down their arms; and, in cafe of refufal, fall
apon them on the firing of two mufkets. But g
Spaniard, too impatient to wait the fignal, being
killed by an Indian of the enemy, his death was re-
venged by that of two Mamelus; and this br on
a general engagement, in which both partic(;n&k
awith the greateft fury. Anthony Firraez, and Manu- -
«<l'Frias, who commanded the two companics, were
aemong the firft who fell; and their foldiers were fo
difmayed at it,. that they - threw themfelves
4ately. into the river in order to efcap¢ by fwimming
to the oppofite bank. But the Spaniards and Chy-
quites, by making a brifk fire upon them in the paf
fage, killed every man except fix, three of whom
being wounded, were made prifoners. The Spaniards
loft but {ix men on this occafion. It.is not faid how
‘nany the Mamelus loft. - R

It was then propofed to march te the deliverance
of the Panoquis, who had been made prifoners, to the
- : amount
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amount of fifteen "hundred fouls. But this project’
was fruftrated by a mifunderftanding among the offi-

cers; and the Spaniards returned to Santa Cruz with

fome prifoners, whom the governor Don Lewis An-

thony Calvo fent to the royal - audience of La Plata, -
whilft the three Mamelus, who had faved themfelves

by fwimming, not knowing that the Spaniards had

withdrawn themfelves, ran in all hafte to give notice

of their defeat to thofe left to guard the Panoquis,

that they muft foon expect to have the enemy on their -
hands; which ftruck fuch a panic into them, that

the whole detachment took to their heels, and left

moft of their prifoners behind them.

-~ THese runaways, having reached the Pa.
3694. raguay by forced marches, embarked on'that
1695. river; and, asthey were rowing as hard as
AM~~ they.could to gain fome other, ‘'which might
bring them nearer to Brazil, they fell in with another
party of Mamelus, who bad left their country on the
fame errand; and had no difficulty in engaging it to
join them; in order to take vengeance of their defeat.
-Accordingly, having foon after met ‘with fome Chi-

ites, they attacked them; but fo many of them were
killed by thefe brave Indians, that the reft thought
proper to difperfe. - Upon this the Guarayos, who had
" followed the Mamelus, feeing how little they had to
-expect from fuch an alliance, furrendered to the Chi-
quites ; and, after their example, embraced our holy
Jgeligion. It is even probable, that the conquerors
-brought back fuch of the Panoquis, as had been obli-
‘ged to follow the Mamelus in their flight. ;
Ix the mean time, as the fear of thefe ban-
1695. ditti had made the miffionaries remove the
1699. . reduction’ of  St. Francis Xavier, nearer to
“~~ Santa Cruz, the fear of the Spaniards oblig-
ed them to remove it again, eighteen leagues further
to the north; as not only the licentious lives of the
Spaniards in general proved a great fcandal t‘;\T the
€0~
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Neophytes, but many of the inhabitants of that place
were not afhamed to carry off the Neophytes whom
they found at-work in their fields, and even abufe
their paftors, on their attempting to oppofe {0 fhock-
ing a violence. Accordingly, the number of the in-
habitants of this reduction diminithed from day to
day. Several of them took refuge in the mountains,
where they miferably perithed. '

Tow arDSs the clofe of the year 1696, the fathers
Hervas and de Zea put the laft hand to the reduéion
of Saint Raphael. But the plague having made
great havock in it for two years fucceflively, they
thought proper to remove it more -to the ealt, and
placed it on the banks of the little river Guapis,
which it was then imagined fell into the Paraguay,
but has been fince found neither to fall into it, nor
to be navigable. A third was foon after founded under
the name of St. Jofeph, at the expence of the mar-
quis del Valié Toxo. '

THE reduction of St. Jofeph was compofed of the
Chiquites of three different diftricts, diftinguifhed by
the names of Boxos, Teotas, and Pemotas, which were
afterwards increafed by fome families of the Panoquis
and Xirnaros. Father de Zea, and father Fernandez,
author of the hiftory of this new Chriftian Republick,
foon founded a fourth under the name of faint Fobn
Baptif ; but, the firft having been named fuperior of
the Guarani redutions, father Fernandez could not,
for the firft three years, undertake any of thofe fpiri-
tual excurfions, by means of which all thefe reducti-
ons had been peopled. To increafe his misfortune,
the plague foon carried off the beft part of thofe whom
he had already collected, fo as to oblige him to re-
move his town twenty five leagues more to the eaft of
St, Jofeph. Other Jefuits werelabouring at the fame
tile to-form ‘another redu&ion, and with fuch fuc-

- cefs, that there was the greateft reafon to hope, that
infafew years all the country from the north of Tu-
: cu:nan
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<uman to Paraguay, would be peopled with excellent
Chriftians ; for not only they' had already entirely
senounced the ufe of all intoxicating liquors; but,
though compofed of feveral nations formerly at enmi-
ty with each other, lived together in the greateft
amion and harmony. Nay, not content with exercifing
among themfelves all the acls of the moft heroic
charity, though but juft regeneratedin Jefus Chritt,
they cariied the apoftolical {pirit to fuch a height,
that they faced death to gain him adorers; and
took no pains to defend themfelves, when thofg,
-whom they fought to make partakers of their hap-
pinefs, anfwered their kind invitation by fhowers of
.arrows; thofe who furvived envying the fate of their
brct[}n'en, who had thed their blood in fo glorious a
-caufe.

One of the greateft advantages expe@ed from the
eftablithment of the Chiquite reduions, was a fhorter
and eafier communication between Tucuman and
‘Paraguay ; it having been hitherto found impoffible
to pafs from one of thefe prowvinces to the other,
otherwife than by defcending the river as far as Santa-
fé, and then traverfing vaft plains, which feparate
that town -gnd Buenos Ayres from Corduba. One -
would be apt to imagine, onlooking on the map, that
this commuaication might have been eafily effetted by
“means of the Pilco Mayo. But it is to be confidered,
.that the way to this river lies through a large countiy,
inhabited by barbarous nations, fworn enemies of the
Spaniards, though as yet but little known by theny.
Befides, the Pilco Mayo has not always water enough
for the lighteft veffels,

As to the countries to the north of the Chiquites,
not only they were then looked upon as impafiahle ;
but nothing could be got by attempting a paffage thet
way, as well on account of the many and long wind-
ings it would be requifite to make. to avoid the bar-
barous natians that inhabit it ; as becawfe, from lth_c

. Jati-
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latitude of twenty-one degrees up to the lake of the
Xarayes, almoft all the banks of the river on that
fide are low marfhy ground, for a confiderable way
into Chaco, Moreover, the navigation of the river
at this height is very dangerous, asitis every where
infefted with Payaguas, who fall upon travellers
when they think leaft of them. Befides, it would
be only pointing out a road to the Mamelus, whereby
they might pour in upon the Chiquites, with irre-
fittible forces. :
T uE paftors, therefare, of thisnew Chriftian

“republic, after taking an exac furvey of all 1700,
the country, the better to know where to “~~
form reductions in it, in proportion as the Chriftians
fhould multiply, made an attempt to penetrate as far
as Paraguay, but every where met with armed In-
dians, who obliged them to return back. Some
time after, one of thefe very Indians, who hap-
pened to be a Catechumen in one of the Chiquite
reductions, paid his countrymen a vifit, in order to
engage them to follow his example; and, on his
making a favourable report of " his expedition,
Father Michael de Yegros, and Father Francis
Hervas, fet out with him and fourteen Neophytes,
-and were pretty well received in three towns. This
engaged them to pufh on, till, believing themfelves
~arrived at laft on the banks of the Paraguay, they
ereted a crofs there, which couldbe feen at a great
diftance; but they miftook, it feems, for that river.a
lake lytng at a confiderable diftance from'it; fo that
all the benefit they reaped from their journey was,
that fome Indians, who had refolved to fall upon
them at their return, being apprized by others of
the uprightnefs of their intentions, went to meet
them; exprefled the greateft refpect and affection for
them; and accompanied them to Saint Raphad,
where they all remained, -

Vo_:.. II. I o FaTHER
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Faruer Hervas, however, thoroughly
1703. ' perfuaded that he had penetrated as far as
=~ the Paraguay, waited on Father Nunez, his
provincial ; and received orders from him to join Fa-
ther Zea; and with him and fome other of the Parana
miflionaries and a lay brother, purfue the weftern
coaft of the Paraguay, tillthey difcovered the crofs,
which Father de Zea had erefted. Accordingly,
they all embarked at the Affumption the 27th of
June, 1703; and were expofed to a great many
dangers from the Payaguas, who Kkilled under theis
eyes one of the Indians who accompanied them,
- whilft making them a prefent, in the nhame of the
fathers, in order to obtain a free paffage. -

At length, on the twenty-firft of Auguft, they
were greaily furprifed at feeing, on the rght-hand
fhore, a very tall crofs, near a kind of pallifadoed
fort; and ftill more to hear, that it had been planted
by the Payaguas, who, having heard fome Chriftians
{peak of the great virtue of this ftandard of Chrif-
tianity, hoped by meansof it to be delivered from the
tygers, with which their country was greatly infefted.
Thelaft day of October they entered the lake of the
‘Xarayes; and efter three weeks fpent in ranging the
‘weftern banks of it, without finding what they came -
to look for, turned back to the Affumption, where
they arrived the 6th of January, 1704.

_ NorwitHsTanpING theill fuccefs of this
1704. fecond enterprize, the provincial ordered one
=~ of the Chiquite miffionaries to get himfelf
conduéted by good guides to the place where the
crofs in queftion had been planted, and from thence
fall down the Paraguay, on whofe banks he ftill
imagined it ftood, to the Affumption. But after
three days march he received certain intelligence, that
the body of water, which had been taken for the
Paragua;y, was only a great lake terminated b¥‘ a
foreft of palm-trees. However, he marched cighty

leagues
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leagues more in queft of fome river falling into the
Paraguay, without being able to find any; and,
- after this, on report of fome Indians, he undertook
“an eight days march through a country fo thick
wooded, and fo liable to be overflowed, -that he was
at laft obliged to give up the enterprize, after
wading many leagues, up to his waift in mud, in
queft of the river itfelfl. He was confoled, how-
ever, for this difappointment by meeting with fe-
venty Guarayos of every age and both fexes, whom
his guides engaged to follow him to the reduction
of Saint John Baptift, where they all became Chrif-
tians, - : :
While Spain and religion were thus acquir-

ing new dominions in this northern extremity 1700,
of Paraguay, Philip of France, Duke of 1705.
Anjou, afcended the throne of te catholic ‘v~
Kings, under the name of Philip V. But this Prince;
having foon reafon to fear that the mines of Po-
tofi might draw the maritime powers allied with the
Houfe of Auftria, into this ~part of America,
thought proper to lofe no time in caufing the port of .
Buenos Ayres to be fortified. Accordingly, the very
firft year of his acceffion to the Spanifh throne, he
fent pofitive orders to the governor of Rio de la
Plata, to exert himfelf to put that place in tlie beft
pofture of defence; and, by the fame fhip, wrote
to the provincial of tpc Jefuits to pray and enjoin
him to fend, every four months, three hundred
reduction Indians, at leaft, to the fame Governor, to
be employed in every thing he might judge to be for
his fervice; adding, that, by executing’ this order
with all the difpatch it required, he would renew
the proofs of zeal and loyalty, which his Company
had given, on fo many other occafions, to the Kings, -
his predecefiors.
" By a fecond letter, of the sth of March, His
Majefty informaed him, oti his having difcovered, tt;]qt
S 2 is
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his enemies, in order to get thefe provinces into their
power, were fhortly to fend thither fome Spanifh
friars, to affure the inhabitants, that the Houfe of
Auftria was firmly refolved to maintain them in the
Catholick religion, if they would declare in her
favour; that there were already two Trinitarians in
London, one a Spaniard, and the other a German,
in order to take fhipping there for Buenos Ayres; and,
if poffible, flip into the country difguifed as they
were ; then refume the habit of their Order; fecretly
diftribute manifeftoes; fupport them in public and in
private by their difcourfe; and attempt the loyalty,
not only of the natural born fubje@s of his crown,
buteven of the Indians, to whom they would not
fail to give themfelves out as apoftolical miflionaries,
though they had no right to that title; in fine,
that they were to be followed by two laymen, one
of whom was fecretary to the Count de Harrach,
heretofore the Emperor’s ambaffador at the court of

Spain. '
P;‘-Ic' then ordered him, m cafe he fhould hear
of any foreign or Spanifh friars, or any other
fufpicious perfons, of whatfoever ftate and condition,
having entered thefe provinces *, to fhip  them
smmediately for Spain; to require, in his name,
the fuperiors of all the other orders to do the fame;
and implore to this end, and for the execution of
what the laws prefcribe in {jch cafes, the afliftance
of thofe invefted with the royal authority. His
Majefty, likewife, ordered him to make ftrict fearch
after thofe, who might have crept into thefe king-
‘doms without paflports figned by himfelf; and fend
all fuch as might arrive without them at Buenos
Ayres, with all their papers, under a ftrong guard;
to the royal chamber of Seville; to caufe the fu-
periors of the regular clergy to give him an accouni‘
. : o

: A".It‘appears that by tb fe grevinces Philip V. means the re-
duions, , '
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of fuch of their friars, as might arrive in thefe pro-
vinces; to examine narrowly all the laymen coming
or going without the neceflary permiffions; to pro-
ceed againft them, according to the laws, without
making any difference between Spaniards and ftran-
gers; to fee that they were punifhed according to
-the naturz of their guilt, or fent to Spain with all
;Lxe pieces relating to the profeoution carried on againft
them. :
. The King of Spain, it is probable, at the time he
gave thefeorders, did not imagine he had any thing
to fear on the fide of Portugal, whofe fovereign had
acknowledged him as lawful fucceffor to Charles 11.
The works, however, undertaken at Buenos Ayres
were as requifite to guard againft ‘the atternpts of
that court, as againft thofe of the maritime powers,
who had declared for the Archduke. France herfelf,
in confequence of her preparations to attack Car-
thagena, was thought to have meditated a defcent
at Buenos Ayres ; for which reafon, Don Auguftin
Roblez, then governor of Rio de la Plata for the
fecond time, fent for two thoufand Indians of the
reductions fituated within his government, who
immediately obeyed his orders, and remained en-
camped for fix months, with their miffionaries, in the
neighbourhood of that capital. When the governor
was about to difmifs them, thinking it his duty
to make them fome return for their fervices, efpe-
cially as they had, according to cuftom, brought all
their provifions along with them, snd had not coft
the King a farthing, he calculated what might be du¢
to them at the rate of a real aday, being the ufual
pay of the Indians when called into the field; and
finding, that for the time they had been abfent
from, and it would take them to return, home,
it amounted to- ninety thoufand pieces of eight,
he offered to pay them that fum ; but they refufed
to accept any- confideration ;. telling him, that this
I3 _ money
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money would be much better employed in filling
the royal magazines, which, at this time, greatly
wanted a frefh fupply.
~ Bu T, whilft Don Auguﬁ:m took fo many

1703. precautions againft adiftant enemy, and who,
1705. befides, had, it has fince appeared, no
“~~. thoughts of attag:klng Paraguqy, he had one
in_his, neighbourhood, againft whom he was not
fufficiently upon his guard. The Portuguefe of
Brazil had no fooner heard of . the death of the King
of Spain, and that his grand nephew had fucceeded
him, than they concluded from hig tltle being dif-
puted by feveral of the greateﬂ: powers in Europe,
that he would not ‘choofe to embroil himfelf with the
King of Portugal who had acknowledged him, by
oppofing the . re-eftablifhment of the colony of the
Holy Sacrament. ‘They thought proper, however,
not to proceed openly to hoftilities, till they took
every ftep in their power to prevent the governor of
Rio de la Plata’s drawing any. txmely affiftance from
the reduions.
. Fon this purpafe, they poncluded an alliance with
fome xdolatrous Indians, who had fettled between

the reductions and the fpot upon which the colony
- of the Holy Sacrament had been eftablithed ; fup-
plied them abundantly with fire arms, and every
other thing they wanted. But thefe barbarians,
enemies as they were to the Chriftians, and certain of
bcmg ‘fupported by the Portuguefe, were for forme
time without dasng to attack the Neophytes, whom
they knew the Mamelus had no longer courage
enough to face. At laft, however, folicited by their
new allxes, they made an eruption into the town of
the Kings; furprized and. pillaged it ; profaned the
church and all the facred veflels and orpaments;
carried off all the black cattle and horfes. The
inhabitanis themfelves had much ado to fave thew
lives and liberties by a precipitate flight.

After
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ArTpr taking refuge in the neareft redudtions,
they complained of this hoftility to the governor of
the province, and required his affitance. Then,
though he fent them but a very inconfiderable farce,
they formed a body of two thoufand men, and went
in queft of the enemy, whom they. foon found out.
The battle was . long and bloody ; and, though the
Chriftians fuffered not a little in the beginning, the
Infidels were at laft obliged to give way, and fave
themfelves by flight. However, they recavered
themfelves well enough to fend to the Portuguefe for
affiftance; ‘and, on receiving it,. marched back to
the Chriftians, who waited their coming, and attack-
¢d them with great bravery and order, byt were re-,
ceived in like manner; fo that it was not till after five
days conftant fighting, that vitory declared for the
Neophytes ; but it was fo cornpleat, that all the Por-
tuguefe, and their Indians, were_killed oy taken pri-
foneis. ' LT
. Tue Portuguefe, in the mean time, had . -
repeopled the colony of the Blefled Sacra-. 1%05.
ment,” without the ‘gpaniards knowing -any ‘=~
thing of the matter; and, having fortified i in-fuch
-amanner, as to appreéhend little or nothing from the
Spaniards, began” to keep no longér any meafures
~with them.. But Don Alphenfo John de Valde In-
clen, who had juft fucceeded Don Auguftin de -Rob-
lez, in the government of Rio-de¢ la Plata, fpan re-
ceived orders from the viceroy of Peru, to colleét al
his troops, and thofe the governor of Tucuman
fhould fend him; and, coft what it weuld, drive
the Portuguefe out of their new fettlement; nor did
he lofe any time in putting himelf in a copdition to
comply with thefe orders, S
'His firft ftep was to write, by exprefs, tothe fupe-
tiors of the Parana and Uruguay reductions, to let
him have, with all poflible difpatch, four thoufand of
their Neophytes; and forward, by anctherexprefs, a
- I4° o letter
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letter from the King to the provincial, then at Tu- .
cuman, in which his Majefty required him to contri-
bute as much as poffible to the fpeedy execution of
the orders he had fent to the governor of Rio de la
Plata. Father Nunez, who, at that time, filled that
ftation, no fooner received his Majefty’s letter, than
he fet out for the reductions, where he found every
thing requifite for the fpeedy march of the Neophytes
in fuch forwardnefs, that they were all read'y to fetout,
by the eighth of September, in three columns, under.
the command of four camp-mafters, all Caciques,
- with four miffionaries, -and four lay brother furgeons.
Two of thefe columns. embarked on the Uruguay ;
the third, which had but one hundred and fifty -
leagues to make, took its route by land. '
He column, which fetout by land, was the firft
that reached the Spanith camp, where they arrived
the. 14th of OQobeér. This camp ‘lay within fighs
of the place that was to be attacked, and was com-
. pofed of regular troops ahd new raifed militia, My
memoirs fay nothing of their number. The two
othér columns arrived the 4th of November, with
fix thoufand pack-hotfes and mules, after fuffering
~ greatly during their voyage, as at this time of the
year nq forage or refréfhments were to be found on;
theway; they might have perithed, even after their
4rrivdl, had not the Neophytes fallied out in queft of
the wild oxen, of which they foon Killed fo great a
gumlger that they had enough to fhare with the
marygs. ‘ . .
’pa‘l‘ﬁp ferjeant major, Don Balthazar Garcia Ros,
who was entrufted with the care of this fiege, -de-
¢lares in a printed memiorial, addreffed to the King,
to the royal council of the Indies, to the viceroy of
Peru, to the -tribunals of Spanith America, and
to the officers of the army, that the Indians of -
the Parana and Uruguay reducions had taken upon
them all the works, even that of remtoving, by foree
' 0

.
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of arms, the cannon for the batteries; that they
headed every attack; and fuftained, with the greateft
intrepidity, gJt the fire of the befieged. Accord-
ingly, the Portuguefe were fo alarmed at it, that,
on feeing them march up to the affault, they threw
themfelves into four fhips, juft arrived with fuccours,
which were either infufficient to make fuch brave
fellows raife the fiege, or had not time to land. This
-advantage coft the Spaniards very few men; the
Neophytes loft fifty, befides two hundred wounded,
THe 17th of March they had leave to fet out for
the reduétiens, after refufing ‘the fum of one hun-
dred and eighty thoufand pieces of eight, which the
governor offered them ; and which was no more, than
‘what their pay amounted to at a reil and a half a man,
for every day of their abfence from home. This is
all I have been able to find, concerning this expedi-
tion, in the Spanifh memoirs. But the late Monfieut
Y’abbé du Bos, perpetual fecretary to the French
academy, and fo well known by his works, has fa-
voured me with fome circumftances .of it, which he
affured me he had from an eye-witnefs, the captain of
a French fhip, then lying in the port of Buenos
Ayres; and fuch as my readers, perhaps, will be glad
to be made acquainted with, He did not, it is true,
give me any dates; but what he faid can fcarce be
referred to any but the fecond fiege of the calony of
the Bleffed: Sacrarnent. This French captain entered
the port of Buenos Ayres, at the time the Spa-
niards were making preparations for the fiege of the
colony; "and, hearing the governor fay, that what
perplexed him moft was the want of an engineer to
condu@ the works, he offered him his fervice in
that capacity, which was readily accepted. Having
then called for a plan of the place, and a lift of the
troops that were to form the fiege of it, he was very
. much furprifed to find, -that the governor feemed
greatly to depend on the Indians from the mii‘:lén‘sr
of
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of the Jefuits, who were now daily expedted.
- What can you do, Sir, faid he, with thefe people ?”
¢ Sufpend your judgment of them, anfwered the
¢ governor, ‘till you have feen them. In the
* mean time, I promile you, that the place will
¢ not hold out long againft them.”

Somke days after, the governor, being informed that
the firft column of thefe Indians began to make their
appearance, took horfe to meet them, and invited
his engineer to accompany him. They foon came
in fight of the Neophytes, who were paffing a de-
file two by. two ; and formed on the plain, as faft as
enough had cleared it to make a battalion. They
were all completely armed, and followed, befides, by
fome pieces of artillery. The order, filence, and
eafy manner, in which they performed every part of
the military exercife, with their bold and intrepid air,
greatly furprifed the French captain. Being defirous
to fpeak to thofe who compofed the firft line, he ad-
drefled them in Spanifh; but they made no other an-
fwer than by thefe words, /os Padres, pointing to the
Jefuits who followed them. Upon this, he rode up
to one of thefe fathers, who told him that* thefe In-
dians underftood no language but their own ; that,
when any orders were to be given them, they were
yeady to act the part of interpreters; and that he
.might depend on all his orders being punctually
obeyed. ' ,

Uron this affurance, he afligned them the poft
that was moft expofed to the fire of the befieged,
‘which they foon began to anfwer with great unconcern,
Nay, after a few difcharges, they afked leave togive
the affault ; and, on being told that the breach was
not as yet wide enough, they anfwered that was their
‘bufinefs, and that they made no doubt of forcing it.
Upon this, they were left at liberty to do as they
pleafed ; and, the moment they began to put them-
felves in motion, fuftained with fo much intrepidity a

" ) difcharge
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difcharge of the befiegers artillery ; and then, as foon
as they got within reach of them, another of their
fmall arms, not a fingle man quiting his rank, that
the dilconcerted Portuguefe thought proper not to
wait their nearer approaci ; but, throwing down their
arms, fled with the utmoft precipitation. The cap-
tain added, that he was equally furprifed at the be-
haviour of the miflionaries, who, witk nothing in
their hands but their breviaries, as faft as they faw
their Neophytes fall, ran up to their affiftance ; and
performed their duty, in the midft of the hottett fire,
with as much calmnefs asif they had been fafe in
their churches. : =

THe fuccefs of this fiege greatly increafed the re-
putation of this Jadian miliia; and the ferjeant
major’s certificate confirmed his catholic majefty in
the opinion he had conceived, that thefe Indians wer?
of all the troops in ‘hjs American dominions,- thofe
he could moft depend upon. His Majefty rewarded
the fervices of  the, fefjeant major on this occafion;
with™the government of .Paraguay ; enjoining him,
at the fame time, to enter on his.charge by vifiting
the redufions of his Province. Don Balthazar
obeyed, and fent a judicial account of his vifitation
to his majefty, with aletter, in which he affuréd him,
that he had found all thefe reductions in a condition
which could fcarce ‘appear credible to perfons, who
hbad not feen it with their own eyes; that it wasimpof-
fible to add any thing, to the police and good order
eftablithed in them; or give a juit idea of the innocence
and piety of thefe new: Chriftians, their union among
themfelves, and their refpect and affetion for their
paftors; that there was not a man - amongft them,
that was not ready to facrifice, with joy, hislife and
.all he was mafter of in the world, for the fervice of
.God and his Majefty. o :

-As
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, As much, if not more, might already be
1705. faid of the newly reclaimed and converted
1721. Chiquites, who, to the great happinefs of the
v~ province, received, in the exertion of their piety
and loyalty, no fmall countenance and affiftance from
Don Eftevan de Urizar, governor of Tucuman; a
man poflefled of all the great talents of an accomplithed
general and magiftrate, and all the virtues of a per.
fe@t Chriftian.  Almoft all the men, that could be
fpared from the neceflary labours of this new -repub-
lic, formed themfelves into parties, which, often
without any rhiffionary to animate them by his pre-
fence, {coured the country; or penetrated, at the
hazard of their lives, which many of them, with
their miffionaries, accordingly loft, into the re-
moteft countries; into countriés inhabited by na.
tions moft averfe to the Spanith name, and to the
Chriftian religion," in order to bting them to a better
way of thinking; whilft the women and children at
home afliduoufly affifted their paftors in inftruting
the profelytes made in thefe expeditions, to the great
difgrace as well ‘as difappointmeént of feveral private
perfons amongft the Portuguefe, and even the Spa- -
niards, who, confidering the Indians as their pro-
?erty, made no fcruple to employ both force and
raud to get dpoffeﬁion of them, in fpite of all Don
Eftevan could do to prevent it. For he was o far
from winking at thefe wicked proceedings, that,
even when feveral of the barbarous nations of Chace
had broken into the territories under his command,
and filled them with confufion and blood, he
¢ould not be brought to make war againft them, as
he knew he could pay few or none of his troops, but
by giving them the captive Indians in command,
till he had not only obtained the exprefs leave of his
fuperiors, but even the opinion of the ableft divines
of the new world, as to the lawfulnefs of it in the

fight of God. In this war he was confiderably re-en-
' forced



OF PARAGUAY. 125

forced by the Chiquites; and with their afliftance,
foon put an end to it, by the flaughter of fome, and
the capture of a great number of the hoftile Indians,
whom, to correct, as much as in him lay, the evil
he could not avoid, he diftributed to fuch as he had
reafon to expect would ufe them well ; gratifying the
reft of the captors fome other way, even at the ex-
pence of his own private fortune.

In the courfe of thefe religious and military "ex»
peditions, feveral Indian nations, many of whom
the Spaniards as yet knew nothing of, even by
name, were happily brought under the yoke of
Chrift, and the dominion of the Crown of Spain.
All thofe who fubmitted voluntarily, were not only
accepted as free vaffals, like the Guaranies, to their
Catholic Majefties ; but the Caciques of many were
gratified with Spanifh military tiles, Thefe were
the Manacicas, Malbalas, Great Lulles, Little
Lulles, Chunipis, Ojatas, Moratocos, Quies, Za~
aucos, Maciturocas, and fome others whofe names
are not mentioned ; nay, and a great number of the
Chiriguanes themfelves. Of thefe barbarous na-
tions fome were incorporated with the Chiquites ;
and fome, particularly the Lulles and Chiriguanes,
formed into feparate reductions; though not with-
out exceflive fatigue of mind and body to their
paftors, and the death. of fome of them. The
greatett difficulty confifted in reconciling, and keeping
at peace, nations between whom there bad prevailed
an hereditary enmity; and in, contending againft
the bad example of the Spanifh foldiers fent to de-
fend them, till they were civilized enough to be en-
trufted with fire arms, apd even to labour the
ground for fome, who feemed to interpret Don Efte-
van’s goodnefs, in providing every thing for them
during the firft year after their fubmiffion, and then
-prolonging that term, when they .had letit pafs un-
employed, into a. tacit confeflion of his being
obliged. always to do fo.

ALy



126 THE HISTORY

AvrvL thefe nations, however, were not equally
indolent and barbarous. Three of them are faid to
have been extremely peaceable, fcarce daring to
defend themfelves when attacked; and, therefore,
entirely addicted to hufbandry. Another was fo far
civilized as to have tolerable houfes, well laid ou
towns, public buildings, and a regular magiftracy,
with this very remarkable particularity, that the
women amongft them, like thofe amongft the anci-
ent Egyptians, tranfacted moft of the out-door bufi-
nefs. Another. nation was difcovered, though not
reclaimed, on this occafion, ftill farther advanced
in the pra&ices of civil life, if we muft allow all
thofe of the ancient Romans to have been fuch.
They bumed their dead, collefted their afhes, and
performed courfes on horfeback round the funeral
pile. Their reafons for ufing thefe ceremonies muft
have been very curious ; but we are not informed
of them: the Spaniards, from what metive it does
not appear, difperfed them too foon for the Jefuits
to make any inquiry into the matter.

Tue difficulues we have been mentioning were
" attended with fome refleCtions, which there is great
reafon to hope will be attended with happy confe-
quences. As yet, the Jefuits, when they could not
. {pare paftors to the barbarous nations they happened
to fall in with, ufed to leave them, without reaping
.any other fruit from their miniftry than that of bap-
tizing the dying infants. But now they began to
confider, that by prevailing on them to give up
fome of their children to be educated in ‘the
-Spanifh manner, they, befides winning the affec-
tion of the parents, fecured to themielves hoftages,
mediators, and interpreters, with the whole nation.
Another refle¢tion was, that the flow peopling of
their reductions, notwithftanding the great tendency
of the life led by the inhabitants to make them multi-
ply, and the vaft acceflion of ftrangers, might be’

‘ ' . owing
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owing to the fearcity of falt, which they, hereto-
fore, were obliged to purchafe at a great price, and
fetch, at a heavy expence, from a great diftance.
Parties, ' therefore, were fent to look out for falt
mines or waters, in thofe places, where there was the
greateft likelihood of there being any; the confe-
quence of which was, that one of them happily
- difcovered a falt pond, the falt of which, though
furrounded by hoftile Indians, might be obtained at
an expence fuitable to their circumftances, and in
quantities fufficient to anfwer all their demands.
- During thefe tranfactions, fome further attempts
were made to difcover dire&t, or, atleaft, lefs round
about, communications between the provinces of
‘Tucuman and Paraguay, than thofe hitherto known;
but they all proved frunles. A ftream was, indeed,
difcovered, reaching from the Paraguay to the Pilco
Mayo: But both it and the Pilco Mayo were found,
on a further furvey, not to be always navigable for
boats, efpecially the former. This barren difcovery,
however, coft the lives of two or three Jefuits, and
fome of their Neophytes, whom the governors of
thefe provinces always fingled out for thofe attempts
in which great fkill and zeal were requifite.

BuT, notwithftanding this difappointment, ' the
provinces of Tucuman, - Paraguay, and Buenos Ayres
might now be faid to be in a very flourithing condi-
‘tion ; and would, in all probability, have long conti-
nued fo, had not Heaven called to his reward the vir-~

. tuous and wife Don Eftevan de Urizar. For, this great
" and good man dying in the month of May, 1724,
the royal audience gave him a fucceflor, till the king’s
pleafure thould be known, who behaved fo ill, that,
to prevent the province from relapfing into all the
diforders from -vhich Don Eftevan had delivered i,
“they thought proper, though a little too late, to put
another in his place. Some time after this, Don An-
thony de Alfaro received the king’s commiflions as

governor
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governor and captain general of Tucuman; and
his Majefty’s choice was univerfally approved. But
the joy felt by the inhabitants on this occafion was
very (ﬁdrt lived. Don Anthony died almaft as foon
as he had taken poffeflion of his government; and
the news of his death fcarce reached the extremities
of Chaco, when the whole frontier wasoverrun by
parties. of barbarous and hoftile Indians; a thing,
which feldom or never happened in Don Eftevan de
Urizar’s time, as he always kept bodies of his mi-
Iiia in the field; and changed them from time to
time with fo much difcretion, as not to leave the in-
habitants of his province any reafon to complain of
the hardfhips ofp a duty, from which they reaped
fuch fignal advantages.

Thuese hoftile Indians, moft of whom were Chi-
riguanes, did not, however, think proper to attack
the Chiquites, who, on their fide, contented them=
felves with letting them know, that they muft not
pretend to do it with impunity. But they were not
long permitted to abide by this pacihic fyftem.
Father d’Aguilar foon received orders from the
fuperior tribunals, to engage them to fend a thou-
fand men to re-enforce the Spanith militia lately raifed,
in order to chaftife the Chiriguanes. He, there-
fore, immediately aflembled their chiefs; and, after
reprefenting to them how much it concerned their
honour to give his Catholic Majefty proofs of their
zeal for his fervice in the prefent critical fituation, he
added, that they could the lefs refufe their affiftance,
as it was wanted chiefly to avenge the majefty of
God, whofe temples and altars the Chiriguanes had
burned and deftroyed. This difcourfe had- the de-
fired effet. The Chiquites immediately offered
themfelves, withthe beft gracein the world, to dp
every thing he fhould require of them; and, accord-
ingly, every reduction infifted on having a fhare in
raifing the thoufand men required of them; a fhare

in
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. defraying them, though only four hundred,
drawn out of the nearett redutions, could arrive
time enough to join the Spaniards.. Father de Agui-
lar, fuperior of thefe reductions, thought it his dpty
to accompany thenr in this expedition; and it wag
very hal;py he did, as otherwife the ill ufage they
received from many amongft the Spaniards, in fpite
of all he could do to prevent it, muft have infallibly
made them difperfe, or neglet the duty they werg
upon ; whereas, in confequence of his pains to pro-
te¢t them from affronts, and keep them in good hu-
mour in fpite of what they received, they behaved fo_
well in every rencounter with the enemy, that great
numbers of the latter were killed, upwards of twelve
hundred taken prifoners; the reft put to flight and
purfued into the Cordilliere, where a thoufand more
fell into the hands of the Spaniards. What is very
furprifing, all thefe advantages were gained without
the lofs of a fingle man, ,

THe campaign thus glorioufly finifhed, :
the Chiquites fet out for their reductions, 1726,
without accepting the leaft fhare of the plun- 1729,
der. In themean time, the Chiriguanes, ‘=~
‘more exafperated than weakened by their late defeat,
again affembled all their forces and thofe of thejr
‘allies; refolved not to lay down their arms, til
they had wafhed away the fhame of it in the blood
of their enemies. .{t the fight of thefe prepara-
tions, the governor of Santa Cruz,” who probably
‘was no ftranger to fome very bad treatment givep
‘the Chiquites in the firft' campaign, and who could
-not do without thern, thought proper to repair to La
‘Plata to engage the royal audience to.interpofe thejr
‘authority to procure him a re-enforcement, which he
-imagined would never be granted merely at his'rg-
quett. It is even probable, that he wrote on the occa-
fion to the viceroy of Peru, alsé appears by the tenor

Vor.- H;- R of
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of the following letter from the prefident of the
royal audience. ,
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¢ MosT REVEREND FATHER,

¢ Don Francis Anthony de Argumofa, governos
of Santa Cruz, is come here, in confequence of
an order which the royal audience has received
from his excellency the viceroy of thefe king-
doms, immediately to chaftife the barbarous Chi-
riguanes, who laft year committed great hoftilities
in the territory of Farija. He has reprefented to
me, that he would want for this purpofe two hun-
dred Chiquites, as well on account of the great
tertor, with which the bare fight of them is known
to ftrike the Chiriguanes, as becaufe he has not
troops enough of his own to carry on the war;
and he has promifed me to fupply them with pro-
vifions and horfes for the expedition. I, there-
fore, write you this letter to requeft and injoin you
to fend him the number of Chiquites he calls for,
and even fome fupernumeraries to fill up the places
of fuch as may happen to fall fick; and to do it
with fuch expedition, that they may be at Santa
Cruz by the end of May, or beginning of June at
fartheft, in order to leave the other troops no pre-
text for not taking the field early enough for the
campaign to be over before the heavy rains, which,
without the diligence I require of you, might
oblige them to retreat without putting an end
to the war. Convinced as I am, that your reve-
rence’s zeal will engage you to do every thing
in your power to infure fuccefs to an enterprife
of fo much importance to church and ftate, no-
thifg more remains, than that I fhould befeech
God, and I ever fhall, to preferve you many years.
At La Plata, the 13th of April, 1422,
¢ Your moft affeCtionate Servant,
¢ Don Francis HerBoso.”

The
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Tue moment Father d’Aguilar received this letter,
he fet about raifing two hundred and fifty Chiquites
in the four reductions neareft to Santa Cruz; and
apprehending, ~that in cafe he fuffered them to
march on foot to that place, where the governor was
to provide them with horfes, they might not arrive
time enough, he took care not only to fee them fup-
lied with provifions, but well mounted; nor-was
Eis precaution ufelefs, as the great colds and heavy
rains, that attended them the whole way, would
have otherwife rendered their march very flow and
difagreeable. This fecond campaign, = in which
Father d’Aguilar could not_accompany them, ended,
however, with as much fuccefs, and as much to their

honour, as the firft, N



132 THE HISTORY
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"B O O K X

Don Diego de Los Reyes, named governer of Para-

uay: provokes feveral ¢of the inbabitants by bis-
ﬁriﬂ attachment to jufice. A comfpiracy againfp

~ “bim. He caufes the beads of it 1o be arrefied, who,

on their fide, bring an accufation againf bim before
the royal audience of La Plata. Don Fofeph de

- Antequera and Caftro, named judge inquifitor on the

occafion 5 procures bimfelf to be eleéled governor by
the inbabitants in the room of Dom Diego: treats
Don Diego with great indignity; and bebaves in
general, with great diffolutencSs, injuftice, and cru-
elty. Don Diego makes bis ¢fcape.  Antequera
marches towards the reduélions at the bead of bis
troops, and takes fecurity for their quiet bebaviour.
Clafbing orders of the wiceroy, and the royal auds-
ence of La Plata, and the different file of thofe
orders, afford Antequera an  bandle  to difobey

- both. Inbabitants of the Affumption equally refraciory.

Antequera caufes Dom Diego to be carried off by
Jorce from Corrientes, and confines bim to a dungeon.
His adberents addrefs the king.  Don Balthazar
Garcia Ros fent to bring themio reafon: baffled in
the attempt by Antequera. Deon Balthazar Garcia °

" Ros fets out for the Affumption again with an armed

forve,  Antequera drives the Fefuits out of their
college there, and banifbes them. Many, who bad

- figned the edicl of their banifbment, recant. Ante-

ucra marches, at the bead of bis troops, againft
%0;; Baltbazar ; finds means to amufe bim, and
thereby difperfe bis army. Great number of the Re-
duction Indians killed : many more, with their pafiors,

taken prifoners, and extremely ill treated.  An-
1equera
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. seguera refolves to reduce the reduclions s frightens:
- she Indians out of four of them ; lays wafte thar terri-.
tory; and enters the capital in traumphb. Don Fofeph
de Palos,  sitular bifbop of Tarulium, coadjutor to
the bifbop of Paraguay, arrives at the Affumption s
engages Antequera and feveral of the rebels to pro-
mife fubmifion to lawful awtherity. Antequera
and the rebels, in the mean tirze, find means to
amufe Don Bruno Maurice de Zavala, governor
of Rio dela Plata, who badorders to reduce them.
Antequera sgain puts off the mafk 5. greatly em-
barraffed. . S .

SINCE the Jefuitshad weathered theper. . -
fecutions fuffered by them in the province = £91 7
of Paraguay from Don Bernardin de Car: 3729.
denes, and his partizans, or from thofe who ‘e
judged this a favourable opportupity to incenfe
the court ' of Madrid, and the royal council.of
the Indies, -againft - them, they enjoyed therea calm,
which they had the greater reafan to think would be
lafting, as it was, in a great meafure, the fruits of
the fervices rendered by their Neophytes to the pro.
vince, of the blefing of God upon their apoftolic
labours, their unwearied afliduity .to affift the ordi-
nary paftors, or fupply the frequent want of thems;
in fhort, of the confidence of the inhabitants .of
town and country, who always found in them-all the
fpiritual affiftance they could with for; the poor ef-
pecially, to whom they never failed to yield or pro-
cure ample relief. ) .o
Bu there ftill remained, in the hearts of '
many of the inhabitants, a leaven of ill will © 1y
againft them in regard to their Neophytes, 172g.
whom they bad at laft found means to free ‘=
from the drudgery of perfonal fervice, ard whofe
number increafed from day te day in proportion as
the "gofpel gained grounlccl among the infidels; and
- 3

thefe
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thefe perfons, it is but reafonable to ‘think, waited
only an opportunity. -to give. thefe -religious new
uneafinefs, and bury the liberties of their Neophytes
under the ruins of their reductions; and this oppor-
tunity, the refentment of fome private perfons, the
boundlefs ambition of one man, aud-a fingular fuccef-
fion of unexpected events, - foon furnifhed ‘them with ;
at the fame time that it filled the province with cen-
fufion and .trouble, and hurried her' into a revolt,
which ‘muft have ended in her utter ruin, had the
barbatians,  with which fhe was furrounded, had
fenfe enough to take advantage of it; and had not
thofe very Neophytes, whom fome perfons would at
any rate endeavour to. enflave, formed a barrier,
whieb the rebels could mever force. S v
,'}J?us people of : Paragudy had long been expeéling
a governot, ‘when they were furprifed to. hear, that
the-King bad named to that important employment
Doti-Disgo de los Reyes,  a private gentleman of the
province :of. Andaloufia, :fettled . at' the ‘Affumption,
avhete he filled the: poft of provincial ‘Alcalde. ' Don
Riego- had the reputation’ of being a. man of great
honout; and was known to be an enemy- to all vio.
lént meafures ; which, along: with his great affability
- and: courteoufnefs, -and the good connegtions he had
formed -in Paraguay, -rendered the' King’s choice ‘of
‘him.extretely adreeable to many of the inhabitants.
Butifeweral; whodeoked upon themfelves as fuperior
to him: in. point _of birth, employment, or fervice,
could not brook i his being fo fuddenly put over their
heads. Accordingly, fome of them thought to have
oppofed his reception, it being contiary to the laws,
that the fiihabitant of a place fhould ' become its go-
vernor. .But the King having provided againft this
objedtion, in Dan Diego’s commiffion, he was re-
ceived without any’ great buitle. .o ;

G . - Dow
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-DonDiego was too well acquainted with ™ -~ " =
this averfion againft him to make_the nobi- 17r17..
“lity and perfons in employment feel, where . 1529.-
there was not the greateft occafion for it, the MV~
weight of his authority. " But he did not, perhaps,
choofe the propereft point to ftop at. It even ap~
pears, that he behaved with 100 much referve to--
wards certain perfons, left- shey f(hould abufe his-
confidence to make themfelves neceffary ; and gave'.
them too clearly to:underftind, that he could ‘do»
without them., This was more . partigularly the cafe:
in regard to the regidor Don Jofeph d’Awalos, - whofe
credit, acquired by his.great talents for- bufinefs, and .
his addrefs in" giving affairs what-turs he liked.bet, .
had made all his councils pafs for_ Jaws with the.pre~:
ceding governors, - L L o ¢ ik
.He was far, however, from wifhing to make an
enemy, of {0 able: and popular.-a'man; and,.-diere-:
fore, offered him the place of king's lieytenant, that.
then happened to be vacant, But Daa jofeph,: who
had already penetrated Don Diego’s - fentimets in
regard to him; heughtily refufed his offer; . aot be-.
caufe he confidergd this employment beneath him,
but that he did not choofe to receive. it from thehands
of 3 man, whom he was perhaps already refolved to -
ruin, or at leaft did -not care to be obliged to by the
ftrong ties of \honopr and gratitude. Be that as it.
will,. Don Diego: pretented not to be piqued at:this.
refufal,, though he:could not but infer from it, what
he had to fear from the regidor, who, on his fide, con-
cluded, from the .offer made him by the governor, -
and the manner in which his refufal had been received,
that the governor reglly feared him. Accordingly, .
he watched every opportunity .to chagrine him; and,
one having foon offered, -he greedily embraced it. .
Doy Diego having, refufed one of Don Jofeph’s
friends a favour; which he thought he could not in.
juftice grant him,',Dpplgofpph publifhed a memorial,
: 4 n

/
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in'which the governor was very freely treated. As
Don Jofeph, however, did not own himfelf the "
author. of it, Don Diego, though he at the fame
time rédoubled his attention to increafe the number
of his friends, diffembled the affront more than be.
came him ; not fufficiently confideting, that it was
not fufficient to have upright intentions, in dealing '
with a man like the regidor, who had the art of poi-
foning the moft inhocent proceedings. Don Jofeph, ’
on his fide, omitted nothing to form @ party; and,’
among others, gained over to his interefts Don Jo» -
feph de d’Urrunaga, e Bifcayan gentleman, who:
fearce yielded tp him in point of capacity; and had, -
befides, made conneftions with fome of the firlt fa.
milies of the province. : -, o
It wag another a&t of juftice, that brought this-
new cnemy upon the governor’s hands. The bro-
thersinclaw of d'Urrunaga wanted to get a fpot’
of ground belonging to a poor widow; and, as he
could not prevail on her to fell it, took meafures to
oblige her to part with it, Upoen this, fhe had re.-
courfe to Don Diego, who maintained her in the-
pofieflion of her property. This exafperated &'Urrus
nagg to fuch a degree, that havitig prevailed *op
d’Avalos to adopt his quarrel, they both went to the”
governor; and not only abufed him' in the groffeft”
terms, but threatened to get bim ftript of his govern-
ment. . The little refentment thewn by Don Drego at-
this mflent behavicur dréw upon him a new afi”
front. Don Anthony Ruiz de Arrelleno, fon-in-law
to the regidor, having likewife met with a refufal
from him, treated him with fhill greater indignity.
Uron this, atlength, he determined not tocarry”
hjs moderation any further; and, as he could no-
longer doubt of a confpiracy . being formed againft'
him, he caufed d’Avalos and d*Urrunaga to be ar-
refted, and delivered them overto juftice,  'The firft’
was imprifaned in the caftle of Arracufana; arlr:li;
» - the
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the fecond, in his own houfe. As to Arrellano,. he
retired to a place of fafety. The governor, how-
ever, did not difcover the blows that were preparing
againft him, till it was too late to ward them. . For,
though this vigorous ftep of his had ftunned his
enemies, who did not think he had fo much refolu-
tion, it did not difconcert them ; fo that they took
much lefs trouble to defend themfelves againtt him,
than to oblige him to ftand himfelf on the defenfive. -
« Whether or no he was imprudent enough not to take
Jjuft meafures to hinder them from carrying on a cor-
refpondence with each other, or being vifited by -
their friends, certain it is, that they concerted a
fcheme to ruin him, and commenced a criminal pro-
fecution -againft him before the royal audience of Las
Charcas. It confifted of fix heads, to which they
gave fuch a turn and" fuch colours, as could not but
rmake a great impreflion upon that fovereign court;
efpecially as they were fupported by a well written
memorial, broughtto La Plata by Arrellano himfelf,
who, féaring he fhould no longer. be able tofcreen
Kimfelf from the purfuits of the governor, thought
‘Proper to take refuge in that city. C

He did not, however, think proper to prefent it
himfelf, but made ufe of Thomas de Cardenas, 2
relation of his wife, for that purpofe; and, as the
c¢ourt, on reading it, did not fhow any impatience to
fend an officer to take informations on the fpot, as
they were requefted; Cardenas caballed fo well, and
expofed in fuch lively colours the great danger of de-
ferring any longer a remedy to-the great evils, with
which, hefaid, ‘the province of Paraguay was threaten-
ed, thatheatlaft prevaited upon them toname a judge
informer ; and, - unhappily, their choice fell. upon
Don Jofeph de Antequeraand Caftro, Knight of the or-
der of Alcantara; a man of family, genius, and learn~
ing ; but, for want of thofe qualities  of which the
heart is reckoned the proper feat, the only member
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of the royal audience, who, as having been already-
named by the viceroy of Peru to fucceed Don Diego
in that employment, fhould, were it on no other,-ac
count; have been excluded from it. o
Don Jofeph needed to wait but a very fhort time.
to fucceed Don Diego, the cuftom now being not.
to leave the govemors more than five years in thefe
provinces ; but, (hort as it was, it appeared too long
tohim, fo that, as foon as he found the royal audi-
encerefolved to fend a judge informer to Paraguay,
he folicited the.commiffion. It is furprifing he fhould
. not know, that it by no means became him to -afk
it ; and ftill more  furprifing that he fhould have. ob-;
tained it. The royal audience, .in granting it-to-him,
overlooked a law, . for they could not be ignorant
of it, exprefsly forbidding anyperfon named to
fucceed a governor, to be. commiflioned to inform
againft him ; and nothing could prove the wifdom of.
this law better; than the tranfaltions 'we are now.go-,
ing to take a view of. . . . . :
" Don - Jofeph’s commiffion was dated the rgth. of
January, 1721 ;.and, the moment he received it, -he
fet out, though ill provided to appear in a manner
fuitable to it, . for Pajaguay; ‘but, on his arrival at’
Santiago of Tucuman, fome perfons there, for whom
* he brought letters of. credit from La Plata, fupplied;
him with every thing requifite for that purpofe.. In
his way. through . Santafé, he met with fome . per-
fons, who, thinking his journey a favourable opper-
tunity to fend sheir goods for fale to Paraguay, made,
an agreement with him to his ‘advantage. . .From:
thence he proceeded, firft, by land, through fome of
the reductions, which did. not li¢.. much out of his,
way, and was  received there .with. great . honours.
Don. Antonio de Ulloa is, however, miftaken, in
faying, thathe had from the royal audience a fpecial
commiffion to do fo: Cey ‘

THE"
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“T'ue miflionaries gave him for the reft of
his journey an efcort of their Neophytes, 1721,
loaded with provifions and refrefhments of 1729.
every kind. On his arrival at the place “~~
where the Tebiquari forms a boundary between the
provinces of Paraguay ant-Rio de la Plata, -he found
the regidor Don Jofeph d*Avalos, with fome of his
friends, who informed him, that Don Diego de las
Reyes was actually vifiting the reduttions of the
Parana; and from thence took an opportunity of
faying a great many things to the difadvantage of the
Jefuits. Thefe religious, ftill fated to have for their
enemies the enemies of all lawful.-authority, fhared
with’ Don Diego the averfion' of thofe who had con-
fpired his ruin. ‘ :

Don Jofeph d’Avalos had ordered a great entere
tainment to be prepared for Don Jofeph’s reception;
at a farm - houfe belonging to a lady of his relauons;
and the lady herfelf was come there to do the hos
nours of.it. But the firft news the .company heard
on their arrival* was, that fhe had juft expired of a
mifcarriage ; which laid them under. a neceflity- of
providing elfewhere for themfelves. . The day fol
lewing, Don Jofeph entered ‘th¢ Aflumption amidft
repeated difcharges. of the cannon; but, in his way
to the lodgings prepared for him, he was ftopt by:the
funeral convoy of the lady, who was to have recerved -
him at her farm houfe; when the clathing between
the melancholy found of the bells and the joyful ac:
clamations of the multitude gave the populace, accuf
tomed ‘to turn every accident into an omen, great
room for expatiating on two fuch crofs events,

But the manner in which he entered the cathedral,
the place to which they firft concucted him, and his bey
- haviour there, fuggefted to the moft fenfible refleétions
no way to his advantage ; for he had his hat ftill tied
with ftrings, juft as he had worn it.during the jour-
ney ;i and, though the dean received him at the head
. IR . . Of
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of the chapter with the greateft marks of refpect,
yet, as he found neither carpet, cuthion; or chair of
ftate ready for him, he broke out into a great paffion
againft this ecclefiaftic, who governed the diocefe;
during the vacancy of the fee, in a manner which
greatly fcandalized the people, accuftomed to fee the
minifters of the Lord, conftituted in dignity, much
more refpected, even by perfons of the higheft rank,
efpecially in the placesdedicated to God’s worthip.
Somk days after, a party of the Guaycurus having
approached the capital, fome of them, in order to
draw the garrifon into an ambufcade prepared at the
other fide of the river, came to afk affiftance againft
the enemies of their nation, by whom they faid they
were purfued. This was a very grofs trick, but it
fucceeded notwithftanding. ~Several Spaniards croffed
the river to join the Guaycurys; but as, in propor-
tion as they advanced, the barbarians retreated from
the banks, the moft confiderate began to fufpect fome
foul play, and returned back. Nine, who ventured
further, fell into the ambufcade, and"were all murs
dered in fight of the whole town, Antequera him-
felf not excepted, who thereupon.flung his hat on
the ground, telling thofe about him, that he wasnat
come to make war upon the Indians; and that it
was the bufinefs of the magiftrates to provide for thé
fecurity of the province and its capital. '
. Don Diego’s enemies, however, thought proper
to take advantage of this accident, and of the gover-
nor’s abfence, to offer to acknowledge Antequera
for their general; and, on his accepting their offer,
proclaimed his promotion ; and that too without op-
pofition ; theinhabitants having been made to believe,
that this appointment was neceflary in the prefent
conjuncture, The informations he came to take,
were already drawn up; but as, notwithftanding the
thew made by him of the moft perfect difinterefted-
nefs, it eafily appeared, that prefents were the ml‘;;ﬂd
: met
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method to obtain his favour, thofe who withed worft
to Don Diego took advantage of this difpofition.
Don Diego, however, being informed of Antequera’s
praftices, immediately fet out for the capital, but
he arrived there too late. Antequera had already
made himfelf mafter of it, fo that Don Diego,
the very next day after his arrival there, was fufs
pended from all the functions of his office, and banith-
ed to an Indian village feven or eight leagues off;
on pretence, that the freedom of the informations
required his abfence. Be that as it will, his dignity
entitled him to fome refpect, and he met with none.
Nay, juftice required, that thofe who had declared
too openly agdinft him fhould, likewife, be order-
ed to removeelfewhere ; whereas they were permitted
to remain.: They even triumphed {o openly at his
humiliation, that from this moment every one confi-
dered himas a loft man. - ’

In fal, his enemies; after this firft ftep, proceed-
ed againft him, without any regard to decency or
juftice. Theygave what turn they pleafed to the in-
formations againft him ; and found means to get fo
many perfons to fign them, that the royal audience
concluded, at the firft fight of them, that they muft
‘be the voice of the public; fo that, for feveral years
after, they confidered Don Diegp as a criminal con-
victed of the greateft crimes, and, therefore, juftly
ftript of his commiffion, All this time, however,
he had neither been heard nor confronted. On the
fifteenth of September, the council general of the
province aflembled, in order to put the laft hand to
‘this work of iniquity by the moft injudicial fentence
that ever was given. Antequera prefented to them
“the commiffion he had received from the Viceroy to
fucceed Don Diego; and, though Don. Diego’s time
“was notas yet expired, they reglved, that a man, fo
! generally .acknowledged guilty of the greateft crimes,
«could no longer be confidered as governor,

)
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IN vain did Don Miguel de Torrez, the firft al-
calde, endeavour to enforce the law forbidding a
Judge informer to fucceed a governor againft whom
he had informed. Antequera himfelf made anfwer,
that this law was not made for thofe, who, like him,
had the honour of being members of the royal audi-
ence. Torrez replied, that it was exprefs and with-
out exception. But then he was the only man of
this opinion, or who dared to ownit. The council
cried out, that, whoever did not acknowledge the
lord Don Jofeph de Antequera and Caftro for lawful
governor of the province, fhould be confidered asa
traitor to his King and country. Upon this, Ante-
quera fent immed:ately to Don Diego for his ftaff of
command. : .

. Don Diego anfwered, that he. would not part with
it, till they could fhew him the viceroy’s order for
that purpofe. To this the officer charged to get it
from him replied,. that he had nothing to do but
obey the orders given him by the new governor;
then wrefted it from him by force; placed guards
about the houfe, in which he had taken up his . refi-
dence ; and declared to him, that thefe guardsfhould
remain there at his expence. Then, to give a better
colour to what they had done, they thought proper to
appear willing to give the caufe a fecond hearing ;
afligned Don Diego an attorney, whofe incapacity was
notorious. Onthis occafion, {everal perfons, whohad
depofed in his favour, were greatly lgr'prifed to hear,
that their depofitions accufed him inftead of exculpa-
-ting him, which was partly owing to their having
been interrogated in fuch a manner, that their an-
fwers admitted a meaning quite oppofite to what they
intended. Befides, meatures had been taken to alie-
nate from him, by falfe reports, feveral of thofe,
who were moft attached to him; and even make
fome of his moft zealous fervants difappear by ill
: treating
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treating fuch of the reft, as had declared too openly
in his favour. .
It has been urged, that he had, by fome impru-
dent fteps, given occafion to the accufations. brought
againft him ; and that he had not addrefs enough to
retain in his intereft, all thofe who firft efpoufed it.
But it is certain, that it was dangerous to fpeak in his
favour, as the King’s lieutenant, Don Jofeph Del-
gado, experienced to his coft.  Antequera, under .
fome pretext or another, ordered him to a dungeon,
where he died, in about two years, in'the moft edi-
fying fentiments of religion. -After all, thefe vio-
lences, as well as the proceedings againft Don Diego
himfelf, were carried on with great formality, and
with an air of moderation, which impofed upon
feveral perfons. In proportion as the depofitions, to
which d’Avalos failed not to give the moft unfavoura-
ble turn, leaned heavy upon Don Diego, the judge
informer put on a forrowful countenance; feemingly
lamenting the hard neceflity he was under of ruin-
ing a man, whom he would have been overjoyed to
beable to fave; fo that it is no way furprifing, that
it fhould have coft the royal audience of Lima, which
. was afterwards charged with the revifion of the whole
affair, no lefs than ten years to lay open thofe machi-
nations, and refcue from the labyrinth they formed
the innocence of Don Diego de los Reyes.
WHEN all the pieces that formed this great
procefs had been' fent off to Lima, thenew ‘1722,
overnor, finding he had no longer anyoppo- 1729.
%tion to fear, began to think ferioufly on fill- ‘=~~~
ing his coffers, and, as he was refolved to employ
for that purpofe all the opportunities given by his
new dignity, hebegan by lowering the price of the
herb of Paraguay, and every other article ufually
exported from his government, that he might be
able to buy it up cheap, in order to fend it to Peru
for his own account. To effet this, he forbid fo

much
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much as a fingle arrobe, the King’s thare not except+
ed, to be fent out of the province without his leave,
and never gave leave to any, but fuch as bought
thefe commodities from him. _ .
- To this bafe monopoly, of which no one dared ta
complain, he added the moft crying fcandal, A
friar having brought him fome goods from Peru, he
‘made him his factor, and put him into a fhop, where
. aprieft, and a regular prieft too, and one known for
~ fuch, thoughin a lay habit, wasto be feen acting the
part of a fhopkeeper. There being a convent of his
order at the Affumption, the fuperior of it did- all
that lay in his power to make him fhut up fhop ; and,
finding his own authority infufficient for that purpofe,
prepared to have recourfe to fome other. But Ante-
quera, to prevent his doing it, ftript his monattery of
all its flaves, in conjun€tion with the. provifor, who
then governed the diocefe, on pretence that they were
undefervedly ill treated. ,
AL this while Don Diego de los Reyes ‘endured
Jhis confinement, and the ill reatment by which it
‘was aggravated, with an apparent infenfibility, which
.gave fuch offence to his enemies, that he was given to
~underftand, that they were about to make it much
more difagreeable. On receiving this intelligence,
Jhe refolved, coft what it would, to fave himfelf,
Having difguifed himielf likea flave, he flipt through
his guards in the night time; and had the good for-
tune to reach unobferved a place at fome diftance,
.where he had appointed horfes to meet him. He then
made as faft as he could, and almoft without baiting,
for the firft redution on the Parana; and from thence
- fell down that river to Buenos Ayres, refolved to pafs
from thence into Spain, and implore, in perfon, the
juftice of his Catholic Majefty. -
.+ THis efcape gave Antequera the greateft uneafinefs,
sefpecially as he could not for fome time difcover what

was become. of . his prifoner.  Some perfons htg)_ld
o im,
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him, that Don Jofeph had taken refuge in ‘the con-
vent of the fathers of the Merci at the Aflumption,
upon which he caufed it to be furrounded with fol-
diers.  Others affured him, that Don Diego lay hid
in the Jefuits college; but he foon received certain
intelligence of his having turned towards the Parana
reduétions. Upon this he difpatched a courier
there with orders to arreft him, and a commiffion to
require, for that purpofe, the affiftance of perfons in
power, wherever he might be concealed. Then, to
vent his rige at Don Diego’s.efcape, he caufed all his
effe€is to be fold by aution ; and, having taken good
meafures to prevent their being raifed upon him,
bought the beft of them, under borrowed names,
at hisown price. ' o

He next proceeded to confifcate all the effects of 2
thofe whom he knew to be ftill in Don Diego’s in- -
terefts, without any regard to the rights and privi-
leges of their wives. To juftify thefe violences, his
emiffaries filled the province with their writings againft
the depofed governor. It was enough to lgeak well
of him, to be treated as an enemy toKing and coun-
tfy : as to praife the ‘wifdom, equity, and difintereft-
ednefs of his fucceffor, enough to obtain all manner
of favours from him.

Don Diego, on his fide, had no fooner landed at
Buenos Ayres, than he received fuch news, as induc-
ed him to lay afide all thoughts of paffing over into
Spain. The archbithop of Lima, viceroy of Peru,
on hearing -of the commilfion granted to Don
Jofeph de Antequera by the Royal Audience of
Charcas, and his firft fteps in quality of Judge In-
former, caufed a new commiffion to be' made
out, dated the 16th of February, 1722, which re-
. inftated the'depofed governor, till his Majefty fhould
appaint him a fucceffor. He likewife evoked to his
own tribunal the charge brought againft.him ; an-
nulled, all the . proceedings at the Affumption ; de-

Vou. II. L ) clared
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clared the eletion of Don Jofeph de Antequera to

* the government of Paraguay, void and contrary to
law ; and ordered him immediately to quit that pro-

vince. A few days after, Don Diego received a full

confirmation of .this intelligence, by the arrival of

his new commiffion. :

Twue viceroy, not thinking this enough, gave the
Royal Audience to underftand, by a letter dated the
21t of March, of the fame year, that he was great-
ly furprized at their being more ready to .give credit
to the memoirs and informations of a man, who had,
contrary to. law, forced himfelf into the government
of a province, and had taken upon him to try the
governor of it without a fufficient authority for fo
doing, than to the inftructions of the moft refpectable
perfons, fuch as the moft illuftrious bifhop of Buenos
Ayres, the ecclefiaftic fuperiors, both fecular and.
regular, and the fathers of the company, ¢ who in
‘¢ thefe provinces, as in all other places (fuch are the
viceroy’s own words) diftinguith themfelves on
every occafion by their zeal for church and. ftate;
truths, of fuch publick notoriety, that none but
Don Jofeph de Antequera dare to contradict them.
Nor would he, but that they do not approve his
¢ conduét, nor adopt his fentiments concerning Don
¢ Diego de los Reyes.” - . . ,

Tz royal audience, in anfwer to the viceroy, after
affuriog him of the uprightnefs of their intentions, -
in all the fteps they had taken relative to . the province
of Paraguay, protefted, that they had never given
credit to what:Don_.Jofeph de Antequera had written
o them to the difadvantage of the fathers of the
company.; improved upon the praifes, with which his
excelléricy had honoured _them; and then, endea-
vouring o account for Antequera’s prejudices againft
them, added; that he fhould not have been fo ready
to belicve, . what paffion. dictated to the difadvantage
of perfons of. fuch merit,; But, ughappily. for the
- ‘ - « pevince

[
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province of Paraguay, this fovereign court fill con-
tinued in the perfvafion, that Don Diego de los
Reyes had been conviéted of all the crimes laid to
his charge ; that the viceroy had fuffered himéklf to
be impeled on by perfons, againft whom he was not
fufficiently on his guard, when he granted the or-
der for reinftating him ; fo that they took hitde or
no offence at the exceffes committed by Antequera,’
whom they did not believe to be the author of the
calumnies, with which the viceroy reproached him,
till he had overturned the whole province. :

ON the other hand, Don Diego, on receiving his
new cammiffions, too eafily imagined, . that Ante-
quera would not dare oppofe the viceroy’s orders ;
and therefore, without thinking more of the. mat-
ter, fet out for the Affumption ; whereas he thould
have confidered, that his enemy had advanced too far
to be willing to retreat; and that he could fcarce ap-
prehend worfe confequences from an’open refufal to
obey, than from an inquiry into the exceffes he had
already committed. In fZ&, Antequera no fooner
received advice of the viceroy’s* difpatches, than he
immediately began to propagate a report, that they
were forged. Then, to prove it, he affembled the
corporation, and produced a letter which he had re-
ceived from the viceroy in the year 1420, but which,
however, he did not take upon him to fay was of the
fame date with his commiffion for the government of
Paraguay, which was not to take place till the term
granted Don Diego was expired.

*AND, left it might be objetted, that this com-
. miffion was repealed by the new one Don Diego had
lately received, and that hisletter, of courfe, proved
nothing, he altered the date of itin the copy he preo-
duced. He found it no difficult matter to perfuade
people, whofe interefts were fo intimately connected
with his own; and. being fo well affured that they
would fupport him, he, that very day, fent off cap-

L2 ' © tain
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tain Ramon de las Llanas, the worthy inftrument of
alt his violences, with two hundred men in order to
meet Don Diego, and put him under arreft.

Don Diego, having taken the province of Uru-
guay in his way, wrote, during his journey, very
- polite letters to Antequera, and feveral other perfons,
to give them an account of his approach; and,
-though he received no anfwer to themn, continued his
- Journey with as much unconcern, as if he had no-
thing to fear. His whole retinue confifted of fome .
domefticks, and fome reduétion Indians who car-
ried provifions, followed by a few carts loaded with -
his baggage. At length he arrived at Tabati, which
lies within twenty-five leagues of the Aflumption ;
and it was here hé firft received notice of the orders

iven to put him under asreft. - Soon after he received
mtelligence, that Don Ramon de lasLlanas, and Don
Jofeph de Arcé, Alcalde of-the Holy Hermandad,
commiffioned tb doit, were at no great diftance.
.. He now faw, that he had no time to lofe; and,
 therefore, immediately fet out for the neareft of the
Parana reductions, *which he reached in a manner
without any retinue. He had fcarce left Tabati,
when Don Ramon arrived there with his band. It
wasin vain the inhabitants endeavoured to perfuade
him, that Don Diego was gone; he would not be-
lieve them. He began by ordering the Indians, who
"drove Don Diego’s carts, to be whipt, and fuffered
them to be otherwife ill ufed, in order to oblige them
to confefs where he was. When he could obtain no
intelligence this way, he ordered a ftrict fearch to'be
made. Don  Auguftin de los Reyes, fon to the go-
vernor, who was in deacon’s orders, and who was
probably come to this placé to meet his father, and
father Jofeph de Fris, a dominican, and chaplain of
the place, were treated with great indignity. Don
‘Ramon,. after abufing the latter in the grofleft man-
ner, ftruck him over the head with the but end hqf

is
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-Wis mufket; threatened to hang him, if he did not"
open Mis church, where he expetted to find Don
Diego; and, in looking for him, turned over every
thing, even the ernaments under the altar.

THueN, enraged at not finding him, he feized on
-the carts; put Father de Fris into one of them, and
Don Augutftin into the other ; ordered the Indians to
follow them; and fet out with them for the Capital;
But, when he had got within five leagues of it, he
fent back Father Fris.. The Alcalde, Don Jofeph de

Arcé; having difcovered, that it was Don Jofeph Ca- |

vallero de Bacon, parith prieft of Yaguaron, who
had given Don Diego notice of their approach, and -
fupplied him with horfes to ‘make his efcape, he
brought him prifoner to the Affumption, where An-
tequera caufed - him to be proceeded wagainft by the
provifor, who forced him to refign his parifh.

T'a1s provifor the licentiate’ Don Alphonfo
Delgadillo,- canen of  the cathedral;: and fucceffor to
Don John Gonzalez de Melgarejo, who had refigned
his employment, as he could not exercife the funétions
. of it freely, under the prefent adminiftration. Del-
gadillo, befides being entirely devoted to Antequera,
was, in every other refpet, fuch a man as he want-
ed to be able to violate with impunity all the immu-
nities of. the .church. - Antequera, however, foon
difcovered, that Don Diego had found means to get
difperfed, in the Affumption, feveral copies of his
new commiffion; and that they already began to ex-
cite fome murmurs there; but to thofe who fpoke to
him of them he made no other anfwer, than that he
had a right to confider them as forged, till the origi-
‘nal was produced to him: however, leaft any of the
inhabitants fhould produce an authentic copy, he
ftopt all the letters going or coming ; ‘not conlidering,
that this was one of his principal charges :againft
-Don. Diego de los Reyes. LBut he thonght- he 'mig(llit
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do any thing he pleafed, becaufe no one had courage
enough to oppofe him. -
- Oxg of the moft refpectable ladies of the
1723. city, both in point of rank and virtpe, hav-
~ 1729. ing openly taken Don Diegd’s part, Ante-
- “~~Yquera forgot himfelf fo far as to threaten to.
ruin her, . But, as(he was very handfome, as well as
very vistuous, his refentment gave way to anether
pafiion, which he was ftill lefsable to ftifle. Hay-
ing intimidated her enough, as he thought, not
to meet with a repulfe, he fent one of his ¢onfi-
dants to found her; and, upon her receiving his pro-
pofals with the greateft marks of indignation and
contempt, forbid her to ftir gbroad, alledging the in:
tereft fhe openly took in Den Diego’s difgrace, as an
excufe for fo unprecedented a violence. But the in,
habitants knew too much of - his proceedings to be
thus impofed on ; and the veil, with which he fought
to hide the caufe of his yefentRent, ferved only to
make higinfamy more public. ‘ ,
T'uis adventure, befides giving him - great uneafs-
nefs, made him make fome refleiions on fuch conw
fequences of the part he was acting, as he had hither-
to little dreamed of. He could no lenger impofe. up-
on himflf {0 far agto believe, thatDon Diego'scom-
miffion was not real and in good form; and, on fome
occafions, appeared fufficiently aware, that.it would
be impeffible for him to hold the place he had ufurp-
ed, without rendering himfelf guilty of a crime, for
which no pardon was to be expeted. But, as he
could not, however, prevail upon himfelf to give up
his ill-got power, he endeavoured to find out a pre-
-tence, for setaining it, without running any great rifk ;
and having, as he thought, light upan one, be g¢om-
municated it to his fecret council, as a thought juft
come into his head, and in regard to which "he had
not as yet taken.any refolution. ¢ It is certain,. faid
¢ he, that for provinces fo diftant from court, it is
' ¢ lawful

r
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¢ lawful to make even three reprefentations to his
¢ Majefty, before they obey his orders. Now, how
¢ much more allowable muft this.be, in regard to
¢ the orders of aviceroy ?’ Then, without waiting
for their anfwer, he added, that, all things maturely
confidered, he was refolved toabide by what the two
Chapters * had decided; that it was they who had
choofen him for their governor, and that it was their
bufinefs to confider, if it would be fafe for them to
reinftate another, who, they might be fure, would
never forgive their having depofed him.

He then aflembled the council; and, after com-
municating to them Don Diego’s new commiffion, .
he made a long harangue, which' he began by pro-
tefting, that he had accepted the government with no.
other view, than to refcue the province from the dit-
trefs, to which Don Diego had reduced it. He then
declared, that, if, on the one hand, he thought him-
{eIf indifpenfably bound to withdraw, in obedience to
the viceroy’s orders, he, on the other, confidered
himfelf equally obliged, in juftice to fo many perfons
of merit, and fo many loyal fubjets, who had done-
him the honour to chufe him for their govérnor, not
to abandon them, without their confent, to the re-
fentment of a man, who would make them pay dear
for all the fteps they had taken againft him.

Tue Alfarez royal, Don Dennis de Otazu, and
the rigidor, Don John Cavallero de Anafco, who
had never approved their proceedings againft Don
Diego, were of opinjon, that they could not, on any
pretence whatfoever, defer obeying the viceroy’s or-
~ders. But the majority, after greatly exaggerating
the evils the province muft fuffer, if Don Diege
came to be reinl%ated in the government, voted, that

" * The Secular Chapter is compofed of the Alcaldes and the Re-
gidors, and the Ecclefiaftical Chapter of fuch ecclefiafticks, as
their dignities entitle to a place in the city council. v

Lig the
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the ftrongeft reprefentations fhould be made to the,
viceroy ; and that Don Jofeph de Antequera and.
+ Caftro fhould be obliged to act as governor till they
received his excellency’s anfwer. This opinion pre-
vailed, and Antequera yielded toit. .

Some days after, Otazu and Cavallero de Anafco’
were interdicted the functions of: their refpective of-
fices. The firft fupported his difgrace, in 'a manner
fuitable to that firmnes, which had occafioned it.
The fecond, whohad been already very ill ufed, and"
forefaw, thatutter ruin muft be the confequence of his”
not feigning to comply with what. was required of
him, yiclded in appearance to the opinion of the’
majority, and was, therefore, re-inftated. But it was
too great a violence upon his integrity to be of lon
continuance.  Accordingly, immediately after, he’
made his appearance before the ecclefiaftical judge,
and protefted, that he had complied merely to avoid
a cruel perfecution, and beggary. Antequera finding,
notwithftanding, he could now depend. more than
ever upon his adherents, proceeded at fuch a rate, as
to give but too juft grounds of apprehenfion to the
boldeftof them. Don Jofeph d’'Avalos was one day
heard to fay pretty openly, ‘¢ This man is going on
¢ fo headlong, that I do not know where he will
(13 ﬁop.,’ . . : .

BuT, asthey had no apology ta make for remons.
ftrating to the viceroy againft Don Diego’s re-efta-
blithment, except their apprehenfions of the evils,
with which they affefted ‘to believe it .muft un-
avoidably be attended, they inftituted new infor-
mations, in order to perfuade his excellency that their
fears were well grounded; .and obferved no mea-
fures in drawing them up. They painted Don
Diego in them in the blackeft colours; and
fome perfons, who had refufed to fign them,
were fent to prifon ftrongly bolted, and bound twa.
by two with a long chain, without leave to fpeak to

8“}‘
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any one, even thofe who brought them their victuals,
which were given in to- them through a window.
When they had remained for fome days in this difa-
greeable fituation, two ecclefiaftics were fent to in-
duce them to comply. One of thefe ecclefiaftics was
the provifor Delgadillo, and the other the dean of the
cathedral, who had been attacked by a fit of madnefs,
and was not as yet thoroughly recovered. The pro-
vifor, it is faid, attempted to perfuade them that the
viceroy was dead. But, if he did, it was to no pur-
pofe ; they could not be brought to believe it.

IN the mean time, Antequera could enjoy no reft,
fearing, left Don Diego fhould return at the head of
- an army of the reduction Indians; and, in fad, it
. was foon after reported, that there were already eight

thoufand of them ready to follow him. Upon this,

in order to be before hand with them, he marched to-
wards that fide of the country where the reduttions
lie, with a thoufand men of the beft troops of the
"province; and, on his arrival near the Tebiquari,
wrote to the Neophytes to forbid them to ftir from
home under the fevereft penalties; an injunétion,
which furprized them the more, as they did not fo
much as dream of in

It was thus he began to declare openly againft the

Jefuits, who he €ould not but know thought very ill
of his proceedings, though they behaved towards him
with the greateft circumfpection. He flattered him-
felf, that by thus proceeding agaipft them, like Don
Bernardin de Cadenas, he .fhould draw over a great
many perfons to his party. Thefe religious, there-
fore, fearing left he fhould crofs the Tebiquari;
and even march to the reductions, efpecially with
.troops, which he permitted to live at difcretion ; and,
by thus laying the Indians under the neceflity of a
juft defence, bring on a civil war, which could not
but be attended with the moft fatal confequences,

- wrote
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wrote him a polite letter to beg he might abftain from
any further violence. _ ' S

THts letter he immediately anfwered by another
full of invectives againft them and Don Diego. How-
ever, he promifed them, ‘that he would proceed no
further ; but at the fame time declared, that, if they
or any of their Indians failed to comply with the leaft
of his orders, he would make them fmart for their
refratorinefs.  Accordingly, he decamped a few days
after, and marched back to the Affumption. Seve-
ral perfons attributed his fudden retreat to the fear of
being attacked by thefe brave Indians; and it is cer-
tain, that, if Don Diego de los Reyes had happened
to be at this time in the Parana reduttions, he might
have raifed a good number of their Indians, and have
eafily carried off his enemy, as he did not make his
foldiers obferve any difcipline,

ANTEQUERA, before he decamped, having fent
for the corregidor, the alcaldes, and military. of-
ficers of the four reductions, that lay neareft to the-
Tebiquari; and the Fathers Francis de Roblez and
Anthony de Ribera, who conduted them to his
camp, having affured him, that no ftep fhould be ta-
ken in any of their towns, wjthout pofitive orders
from the king or the fuperior tribunals, he fcigned
.to take up with this promife, all to his requiring, that
the Indians fhould make itin their own names. But,
on their appearing befere him for that purpofe, he
perplexed them fo much by his queftions, and iatimi-
dated them fo much by his menaces, and the tone of
voice with which he uttered them, that, in the end,
they knew not what they faid. One of them even
loft his fenfes for {everal days together, ,

Don Jofeph d’Avalos, who accompanied Ante-
quera in this expedition, had fcarce fet out on his re- -
turn to the Aflumption, when he was feized with a fit
of the apoplexy, which carried him off in two days
without his ever coming to himfelf again. The ac-

' : complices
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complices in his violences were thofe who regretted
him leaft. For, befides that connections formed by
guilt cannot produce a fincere friendfhip, they were
all jealous of his credit, or could not bear his abu-
fing it to domineer over them, On the other hand,
thofe, who detefted him as the author of the evils
which affited the province, were pot without fome
hopes, that by his fuperiority of genius, and the
afcendant he had gained over that of Antequera, he
might hinder him from puthing the rebellion to the
lengths he afterwards did.  The Jeluits, in particular,
thought they had fome reafon to regret him, as Ur-
runaga, who hated them through paffion, by his
* death came to be the head of the fecret council of a
party, from whom they already feared every thing
that afterwards happened.

THis council was now chiefly employed in pre-
paring memorials for the royal audience of Charcas,
But, as Antequera feared the Jefuits might inform
that fuperior coprt of feveral things, which could not
but prejudice it againft him, he omitted nothing to
zecoyer their good graces. He began by protefting,
that he had written nothing againft them or ther
Neophytes. But they knew too much of his aions
to truft to hiswerds. They knew, thar, on his at-
tempting to oblige feveral perfons in employment to.
fign what he had written concerning them, three of the
number had immediately refufed to comply; and
that, two of thefe three having at laft yielded, Ozatu
the third ftood out ; and that this firmnefs had in a
great meafure contributed to his difgrace.

‘TH1s fecret council had already refolved on the
ruin of the Jefuits; and was now employed in pre-
paring informations, under hand againft them. But
all thefe fchemes of ambition and revenge did not fo
engrofs Antequera’s attention, as to hinder him from
taking advantage of every opportunity to enrich him-
Jelf ; and, at the fame time, fatiate the infamous

: paffion,
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. paffion, which rendered him the terror of all the mo-

deft women of the city, whom he was not athamed
to addrefs, when they happened to pleafe him, in a
manner capable -of putting the leaft modeft to the .
blufh; and that too without any regard to time or
place, - though this alone was fufficient to alienate the
firft families of the province. 1t was very furprizing,
that in a nation, which carries further than any other
its delicacy in this refpect, a man, who acted with fo
little referve, fhould have found means to acquire fo
many adherents, and engage almoft a whole province
in a revolt. Nothing proves better the afcendant,
which ambition and avarice poffefs over all the other
paflions. : o

BuTt there was ftill lefs reafon to expe&, that this
blindnefs could ever .degenerate into a kind of fana~
ticifm. Neverthelefs, a friar, who paffed for Ante-
quera’s confeflor, was not athamed, from the pulpit
of the cathedral, to cry up the fhining qualities and
eminent virtues of his penitent ; adding, that he was
fo much confidered at court, that the king had offered
him the viceroyalty of Peru; but that, his great mo-
deration bhaving made him refufe it, his majefty had
promoted him to the employment of protector of the -
Indians in the royal audience of ‘Charcas, as it gave
him an extraordinary cpportunity to exercife his
tender and .compaflionate charity towards the moft
wretched of mortals. :

IT was the intereft of too many perfons, that all
this fhould be fwallowed by the public, not to ap-
prove what the preacher faid ; and they knew fo well
how to lead the people by the nofe, that moft of the
audience went out of church thanking God for hav-
ing given them a governor of fo much merit. Thefe
applaufes, fo flattering to the ufurper’s vanity, were
fucceeded by a more folid comfort. Some time after,
he received a decree of the royal audience of Charcas,
dated the 3d of March 1923, forbidding, proviﬁonallyé

. an



OF PARAGUAY. 157

and till the viceroy, to whom this tribunal had fent the
informations taken at the Affumption againft Don
Diego, had declared his intention, and by their chan-
- nel, all manner of perfons, on pain of ten thoufand
crowns, to attempt any alteration in the prefent go-
vernment of the province; with a requeft and -
Junction to the ecclefiaftical judge to punifh feverely
Doctor John Cavallero de Bacan, parift prieft of Ya-
guaron, for the criines of which they faid he had been
convicted. ° ' '

However, the royal audience did not intend,
that the viceroy’s orders fhould not be executed till
they had paffed through its channel; and, accord-
ingly, explained itfelf on that head in the moft
formal terms, as foon as it difcovered what a bad ufe
had been made of its words. But then it firmly
replied, as it has fince protefted in another decree,
which we fhall mention 1n its place, that in an affair
within its jurifdition, and of which it had taken cog-
nizance, the viceroy would come to no refolution
without taking its advice. It imagined, befides, that
one of its members, efpecially a man of Don Jofeph de
Antequera’s abilities, would never take it into his
head to give the claufe in queftion a meaning fo op-
pofite to its intentions, or make a bad ufe of it. For
not only he underftood it in the {enfe which this fo-
vereign court has always difavowed; but undertook
to perfuade the whole province, that the royal audi-
ence was, on the prefent occafion, fuperior to the
wviceroy himfelf; and had a right to expeét, that,
without approbation, nothing injoined by his excel-
lency, within the extent of its jurifdiction, could
be of any force., This odd pofition he endeavoured
to prove, by obferving that all the decrees of the
royal audience were given in the king’s name, and
‘began with thefe words, Don Lewss, by the grace of
God, &c. whereas the edicts of the viceroy began
Don Fray Diego Marcillo. C

It
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It was a long time, before this falfe interpretation
of his came to.be known at Lima, or La Plata,
whofe audiences, had they been informed of it,
would not have failed to explain themfelves in fuch a
manner as to leave Antequera no fhadow of ex-
cufe. This ignorance of theirs was the more un-
happy, as the viceroy, who fufpected fome members
of the firft of too great an inclination to favour a
. man of their own body, did not think proper to
acquaint it with the orders he had®fent to the
Aflamption. He was, befides, much difpleafed with
the whole body for baving acknowledged An-
tequera for governor of Paraguay, though rendered
incapable of that employment by aling as a judge in-
former againft his predeceffor ; this confideration
made his excellency iflue a frefh order to Antequera
to return to La Plata, to re-aflume the exercife of his
charge on pain of fix thoufand livres ; and another or-
der, which the royal audience was charged to fee punc-
tually executed, that Don Diego de los Reyes thould
be immediately acknowledged governor of Para-
‘guay. This fecond order was followed by a letter in
which the viceroy informed that court, that, having
communicated to Father Garriga, vifitor of the Je-
fuits of Paraguay, all the charges brought by Ante-
quera againft them, this father had anfwered them in
fo folid a manner, that neither himfelf, nor the royal
audience of Lima, could any longer doubt of his
being guilty of the blackeft calumnies.

T'HE viceroy, before he had written this fecond let-
ter to the royal audience of La Plata, had received
one from that court importing, that they judged it
requifite, that Antequera fhould be recalled from
Paraguay, fince he had finithed the bufinefs for which
he-had been fent there. To this letter he made an-
fwer, that the true motive for recalling him fhould be
his behaviour in that province, and the trouble and
confufion, with which he had filled it ; ¢ which would

never
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never have happened, added the viceroy, had you
attended to the law, which forbids the perfon named
to fucceed a governor to act as judge informer againft
. him.” He then expatiated on the offences committed
againft him by fome of its members, and declared
that he would complain of them to his majefty.
Thefe threats made fuch an impreflion on the royal
audience, that they made him all the fatisfaltion he
could reafonably with for; affured him, that they
had given no credit to what had been written to the
difadvantage of the miffionaries, and that they were
charmed that his excellency apd the royal audience
of Lima had done the fame juftice to thefe fathers.

T uE viceroy’sorders, which we juft now mentioned,
were very far from being received at the Affumption,
in the fame manner with the letters written by him to
the royal andience of La Plata. Antequera forgot
himfelf fo far on the receipt of them, that he openly
avowed his refolution to maintain himfelf in his go-
vernment in {pite of all the difpatches he might re-
ceive from Lima; and it muft be owned, that this
refolution of his, and the whole tenor of his fubfe-
quent behaviour, might have given rife to a report
that fince obtained of his aiming at nothing lefs,
than the fovereignty of Paraguay. He even refolved
not to have any more communication with the royal
audience of La Plata, from which he faw. he could
not for the future expect any protection.

T HE viceroy's orders diretted: firft, that Don Die-
go de los Reyes, and thofe who on his account had
been deprived of their employments, fhould be re-
inftated ; with an exprefs inhibition, however, to
Don Diego to take any ftep againft thofe, who had
contributed to his being difplaced ; it being the bufi-
nefs of the ordinary tribunals to profecute them,
Secondly, that the effeéts confifcated by Don Jofeph
de Antequera fhould be immediately reftored to the
owners. Thirdly, that-himfelf fhould immediately

quit
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quit the province of Paraguay, and appear in perfon
before his tribunal without pafling through La Plata ;
that he fhould bring with him the minutes of all the
edi&ts he had iflued, which henceforward were. de-
clared to be null and of no effett; and all on pain of
ten thoufand crowns. :

To infure obedience to thefe orders, the viceroy
addrefled them to Don. Balthazar Garcia Ros, the
king’s lieutenant at Rio de la Plata, and formerly
governor -of Paraguay; and invefted him with all
the powers neceflary to execute them, enjoining him
to caufe both to be publifhed, as foon as he received
them, in the great fquare of Buenos Ayres. And left
this officer thould not be able to repair to Paraguay,
the viceroy named no lefs than three perfons to fup-
Ply his place. Lattly, as-the execution of this com-
miflion was attended with fome danger, his excel.
lency, to prevent its being declined on that account,
added a penalty of four thoufand crowns againft
thofe, who fhould refufe to accept of it without a
lawful excufe. The viceroy next declared, that, if
any officer, civil or military, formed the leaft obftacle
to the execution of his orders, he fhould, befides
paying a fine proportioned to the greatnefs of his
guilt, be ftript of his employment, and banifhed all
the provinces fubject to the kingdom of Peru.
~ Don Balthazar, or the perfon on whom in his ab-
fence this commiffion might happen to devolve, was
authorized, 'in caie he had reafon to apprehend any
refiftance, to call to his afliftance, wherever he
thought proper, the civil and military powers. And,
Jeft Antequera and his accomplices fhould affign the
fear of being expofed to the refentment of Don
Diego, in cate he fhould be reftored to his govern-
.ment by force, ‘as a rea.on for not obeying the vice-
roy’s orders, -the perion, who executed them, was to
.govern the province in chief, till peace and order
fhould be perfectly reftored. This difpatch was das

te
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ted the eighth -of June, and had: not been eommunw
cated to the royal audience of Charcas. . .

THis choice of Don Bakhazar Garcia Ros, tomxe-
cute a commiiffion of fo much importance, was thei
more .judicious, as, while this.officer governed the:
province of Paraguay, he had gained the confi-
dence and efteem of all the jphabitants. Astequera,
however, found means ta perfuade the greateft part of
them, that it would-be the fame thing:for: thgm,:
whether they had him for commiandant, or.Bon Diego
for. governor, as. they . wete. intimate -friends ; and
they had, befides, nothing. to-hope. from. Ehc firft,
and every, thlag;to; fear from the latter. . Lpon this,

- .they.. refolved. gt to receive. one or the othet, - mor

apy other .perfon’ of the: - vigeroy’s nomination ; -but
then they tlhought : proper to keep this.-refolution- a
fqgret, till Don Diego’s commiflion, andsthe viges
roy’s orders, of which noaesount: had- -agcjet. been
reacived but by private- le&te:s, fhoukd be mmﬁcd'
them in due, foent, - '

; Don Diego:had ﬂlre&d has mmm:ﬁion fp &m ﬁm
Don Augyftin, - recommending . to him, - abgve.all
things, to eontrive .matters do,: that Antequera-might
not- be able to.geny, its havisg: been -hotifiad:f.For
this, reafon, Antequera having -promifed: ‘!oaﬂilhnva
kind of tilt,: which the:fchglars, .of the Jelujtswere
fo perform:in he fquare before- their coliege, ‘on! the
eve of St., Ignatys’s day, \Don:;Augufting -the-mg-
ment Anteqpcm made hw-appesrance, followed bya -
riumnerous. ggsinue; of the wivil and -military: officers

_ and principaliiphalitants.of -the place, drewnup to
him, accompapigd -by twh tecclefmitics ;- fhewed him
the difpatehes of:the. viceroy, inyfavour of :his ‘father;
angd, required him - to affernble the. corpora;lom, m .or-
‘der:fo receiye them. in-due forfn: -

 ANTEQURRA. toOk the di(pa;ches, fell- fou! of Don
A\lgu(tm and .the-two pgher- clergymeny; dridr kept
‘g prifoners for three days in the veftry of the ca-

Vou. II. M , thedral,
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thedrali~ Some of thofe, who accompanied him,;
having fuggefted, that- the Jefuits might have ‘con-
trivedothis plan “for’ Don Auguftin, the thoughts. of
it immediately awakened all' his hatred againft thefe
refipious But Father Paul Reftivo, reCtor of the
college, - having mpon -thig folemnly protefted, that
neither:he nor any of -his: brethren knew any thing
of Dop’rAaguftin’s intentions, he feemed to be fatis-
fiedy asFather Reftivo was generslly alfowed to be a
man‘of geeat uprightnes and probity:’ L
- Tue paffion, into:-which the receipt of the viceroy’s
difpatches haed thrown iAivtequera, . encreafing greatly
on thecperhfal of thein, he vented Miganger on Don

Francis de Arce, who was. on¢ of the officers natned . -

to replace - Don Balthazar® Garcia'Ros, in’ cafe he
could not repair- to, Paraguiy. He’tonfiftated all hig
effeftsyiordered hisi-t6. be conduéted, in a very- it
decent ‘tndnner, to a esftle; dnd kept there as lotig
as he - continued - maftér- éf- the province. But his
chief aim being to fecure Don Diego’s perfon, hé
feemed fully refolved, in cafe he eould not do it, to
make away with him, -ghd"feize on-all his ‘effells,
= Down. :Diego had . ftopt : in. one- of -the - Guaraith
redutibns, - where. he;received  a letter from the king,
exprefling  the greateft fatisfaction e’ his eonduét -ini
general; atd particularly-dpproving fich ‘parts of “it;
a8 had baen  accotinted-icrimes in the - informationg
drawnp apainft Kimi: - As'he withed to render this
piece public, he thoaghtcproper to add td- it a copy
of. his: new commiflion, ‘attefted by 'a notary, and for

this: purpofe repained: to Cotrientes; ‘whiere, as.being
. sithin: the governmierit of ‘Rio dela Plitd, he ifna-
gingd he. fhould have nothing - to fedr $rdm his-che-
miess Bt Antequera’ no fooner heard éf his béing
there, than he difpatched “two barks fillief foldiers
aider the command of: his trufty “Ramen'de les Lla-
nas, With orders to- ‘carry-off  DonBiego 5 ‘,reckonit;lg
-l B T I s thé
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the. more on the fuccefs of this enterprize, as he. had
aegoed correfpondence at Corrientes, .

Ramon, on his.arrival at Corrientes, immediately
gave out, that he had difpatches «of the laft: impor-,
tance for Don Diego; and Don’Diego, therefore,
impatient to know : what refolution they hed come to
at the -Affumption in regard to the wiceroy’s
orders, -made no difficulty of admitting him. to his.
apartment. Accordiogly Ramon repaired:there late.
in the evening of the 28th of Auguft, but took care
to be followed- by thirty men well armed, who, by
favour of the might; made .their way to- the room
where Ramoi) was-converfing with Don Diego, car-
ried him off' without. refiftapce, feized upon all his;
papers, hurried him on board.as they found him; in. -
his night-gewn;:' and, by rowing &s hard as they. coyld,,
{Gon. arrived - at.the. Afflumption, where, Antequera
immediately grdered him not only g be. fhut ypin &
dungeon clofed with:an iron grate,. but to be faltened;
by:a great chain, which, bearing upon his:-eheft,

arce. gave him liberty to bgeathe. : He thensgaye
him into the ¢harge of thofe who were mofk concern~
¢d.not to let him efcape, - with Ramon at thejr head,
wha often- hindeted his .vi€twals to.be bronght-him,
and permitted his guards to offer shim alt the infults
they. thought:preper.i.. -~ .. .. <. . L .
. “THz news of thefe yiolences. wab received atBaenos
Ayras - with,- equel fusprize . atdl.; indignation. -In- the
mean time, the.imagiftrates of Gorrientes - didsmat
vigit for their-goveror’s: orders;to::do what-begame
them.-gn this occafion’y they fentone of theit brethren
to the Affumption, to complain of Don Diéga’s: be~
ing carried off from.a city, whichdid not depend-on
the province of Paraguay, and require his being fet
at liberty. Bt thigdeputy, happening to be ond of
the priloner’s fecxet .enemies, acquitted himfelf;of his
comimiffion like; ope who had. not the fuccefs-of it
greatly at heart, -Antequera, - on his fide, having
Lo ‘ 2 anfwered
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anfwered the letter written to him by the magiftrates
of Corrientes with the greateft haughtinets, they
fent his anfwer, with the judicial coenfirmations con-
cerning the carrying off of Don Diepo, to the vice-
roy. : ’
5"I‘m: inhabitants of the Affamption were now in
the greateft impatience to know what Antequera’
would do with his prifoner; but he did " not think
proper to take any refolution in regard to him, or at
leaft to make it known, till he fhould receive an an-
fwer to a letter which he had wriften to the Royat
Audience of las Charcas to juftify the late proceedings;
and, no anfwer coming, his adherents attributed. the
filence of that tribunal to the intrigues of the Jefuits
and, therefore, wrote to Don Pedro Faxardo, bithop
of Buenos Ayres, a letter like that which they wrote:
to him two years before, and of which he gave his
majefty an account in that which -we have already re-
lated. 'To this letter they added a printed manifefto
of Den Bemardin.de Cardenas ageinft the Jefuits,
and 'a memorial of brother Villalon, his agent a¢
Madrid, not knowing, it is probable, that thefe- two
pieces -had been - rejeCted with fcorn” by the royab
council of the Indies, and ftigmatized by the holy
office, as ftuffed with evident and bare-faced calum:
nies. They likewife reprefented-Don Diego, in their
letter, as the woift of men ; exclaimed againft the
injuftice of the tribunals of Pern, who oppofed ‘tire
good. intentions of Don ‘Jofeph ‘de Antequera, on
whom they lavifhed the moit magnificent encdii-
ums. - They concluded by enveighing againft the:Re-
duttion Indians, whom they reprefented as fo many
wild beafts, led by paftors who were enemies.to all
lawful authority. ' SRR
Burt, as they could .entertain no hopes of beirg
able -to change Don Pedro Faxardo’s opinion of thefe
inatters, they, after publifhing their letter to him,
addrefled the king by a manifefto, dated the 10th of
. November,
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November, in the narhes of all the members of the
{fecular chapter of the Aflumption, in which, after
fumming up the moft violent charges that were ever
brought in writing againft the Jefuits, they befeeched
his majefty not to confider the informations he might
receive fram the bithop of Buenos Ayres, but as the
effets of his blind prevention in favour of thefe
religions.  After this, {peaking of the governors of
Paraguay who had preceded Don Jofeph de Ante-
quera, they were not afraid to affirm, that moft of
them had violated all the laws, pillaged the royal
treaiure, and opprefled the people ; that Don Jofeph
-de Antequera was, in a manner, the only one, who
had fhewed himfelf worthy to fill that important
ftation ; and moft capable, by his zeal, his prudence,
"and his difintereftednefs, to indemnify this unhappy
province for the lofles it had' fuffered, and the evils
it had endured. They finithed by conjuring.his ma-
jefty, not to give them any other governor; to ex-
pel the Jefuits from the reductions ; to-give up fevén
of thefe reductions to the inbabitants to be held in
command; and appropriate the reft to the fervice of
the capital, which was greatly in want of them.
.This manifefto {oon fpread over Paraguay, and the
neighbouring  provinces; but it is very uncertain
.whether or no it was eyer prefented to his majefty, or
his council of the Indies. , .

In the mean time, Don Balthazar Garcia Ros had
no fooner received advjce of what had lately happened
in Paraguay, than he haftened his departure for. that
province. ‘On his arrival at Corrientes, he wrote a
letter to the fecular chapter in- general, and others to
Antequera, and the ruling Alcaldes and Regidors in

“particular, to give them notice of his commiffion.
But Antequera, inftead of paying any regard to this
- aotice, again reprefented to the inhabitants of .the
Affamption, what they had to apprehend .from the
-arrival of this commandant and his troops ; took

' M 3 notice
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notice to them, that, as the orders given them by the
royal audience of les Charcas, not to make any alte-
ration in the government of the province, were ftill
in full force, fince that fovereign court had never re-
called them, they could not be fafe in receiving Don
Balthazar, whofe commiffion had not been regiftered
by it. -

yHOWEVER, as he did not care to leave any room
for imputing to him the refufal he' thus fuggefted,
he infifted on its being referred to the deliberation of
a general affembly, but not till it had been refolved
in his private council, that, when he acquainted the
affembly with the reafons of their being called toge-
ther, he fhould be requefted to withdraw, in order to
Jeave -all the members at liberty to fpeak their mind
freely. This aflembly was appointed for the 13th of
December ; and orders were, accordingly, fent to the
provifor of the bifhopric, the fuperiors of all the re-
ligious arders, and all thofe who had a place in the
civil or ecclefiaftick chapters, to meet on that day at
the town-houfe, and at a certain hour. But it is very
probable, that-none of the clergy appeared there.

Don Jofeph de Antequera opened the affembly by

a very ftudied difcourfe, in which he affe@ted a great
‘deal of indifference to.retain or abdicate the govern-
‘ment, which they had, he faid, obliged him to accept,
He then defired every one prefent ‘to fpeak his mind
freely, " without any favour or affeftion to him, as
he was very ready to facrifice his interefts to the good
of the publick, having nothing more at heart than
the fervice of God and the king, and the welfare of
‘the province. He infifted greatly on this- laft article,
and reprefented in a few words the inconveniencies of
every refolution they could take. . As foon as he had
“finithed, Don Antonio Ruezde Arellano, firft alal-
de, begged of him, as it had been: previoufly con-
‘certed, to withdraw,: and he immediatly. complied. .

, , Y T Tax
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. Tue alferez royal, Don Denis de Otazu, whom
they could oily fulpend from the funcions.of his
employment, was the firft to fpeak. He faid, he
coyld nat fee how it was poffible for them, either in.
intereft or duty, to refule obedience to the viceroy...
But he was the only man to fay fo. The reft, toa.
man, voted againft receiving any governor or com-
mandant but him who at prefent atted as fuch, till
they had made moft humble reprefentations to the
viceroy, and had befeeched his excellency, if he in-
fitted upon fending another, to:choofe him in the
royal audience of Charcas, or at leaft any where but.
in the prowvinces of Tucuman, Rio de la Plata, and
Paraguay. When all the members had given their
opinion, Don Jofeph was defired to come in again,
©On his entering the room, he threw his commandant’s. -
ftaff on the floor; but they conjured him to take it
up again, till the governor liad given him fuch a fuc-
ceflor as they had refolved to afk him.

ArTer this, all thofe, who had regeived letters
from Don Balthazar, anfwered them, and gave him
to underftand, that his arrival at Corrientes with
troops had occafioned a genera] ‘copfternation all aver.
the province; and that, in the prefent pofture of af-
fairs, it would be impoflible to reccive him, without .
expofing it to the greateft misfortunes, and. fuch . as
cauld not but be very prejudicial to his majefty’s fer- -
vice; that they begged him to fend them a copy . of
the difpatches which he had received from the vice-
roy, that when they wrote to his excellency, they
might be ‘able to explain themfelves properly: .in
fine, that, to give the ftorm, with which they were
threatened, time to difperfe, it was proper. he fhould
. defer entering the province. Antequera wrote him
pretty much in the fame- ftrain. All thefe letters
were dated the 26th of December, .

M4 : . Dox



168 THE HISTORY
" Don Balthazar received them, juft as he
1724. was preparing to pafs the Tebiquari; and he
1729. immediately replied, that he was coming to the
“~~ Aflumption, there to explain, in perFon, the
viceroy's.orders, and be more precifely informed
what they had to objett to them. Thofe, therefore,
who had written to_him already, wrote to him again
the third of January 1924 ; and their letter was figned
by the Alcaldes lately elected for the current year.
They added to this letter the deliberations: of the
three councils, that had been held on this affair ; and
a -fummons, in the name of Don Jofeph de Ante-
quera, to leave the province in cafe he had already
éntered 4t, on pain of the fine mentioned in the de-
~cree of the royal apdience of Chargas dated the 3d

of March of - the preceding year. ‘
THe packet containing thefe papers was delivered
to Don Balthazar by Captain Gonzalo Ferreira Al-
calde of the Holy Hermidndad, at the head of one
hundred men, well armed. Upon this, Don Diego,
who, not being very well efcorted did not think pro-
per to have any difference with people,- whom he faw
difpofed to keep no longer any meafures with him,
thought proper to return to Buenos Ayres. However,
left the rebels fhould -take it into their heads to at-
temz: making themfelves mafters of the redulions
on the Parana, he refolved to take them in his way in
order.to ré-inforce thofe which were moft expofed, by
fome detachments from- the reft. But Father de la
Rocca, -Provincial of the Jefuits, whe happened at
this time to be vifiting them, begged him' to con-
fider, that Don Jofeph de Antequera would turn the
leaft preparations of ‘war made by-the Jefuits, into a
pretext for driving them out of their college; and -
even give them-up to the Guaycurus, if their Indians
thould take up arms againft him, - I
DuriNg thefe tranfactions, Don Brurno Maurice de
Zavala, Camp Marfhal of his Catholic Majefty’s
R T o,
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forces, and Governor of Rio de la Plata, who pro-
bably made no doubt of Don Balthazar’s being ac-
‘tually at the head of the Province of Paraguay, had
fent there for afliftance againft the Portuguefe, who
“threaténed the port of Monte Video, the only fort
the Spaniards retained on the Eaftern banks of the
‘River, fince Philip V. had, in confequence of the trea-
ty of Utrecht, ceded the colony of the Blefled Sacra-
ment to the King of Portugal. The court of Lifbon
-pretended, that, in virtue of this ceffion, all the
coaft, from the ancient limits of Brazil to the colony
of the Blefled Sacrament, was to be confidered as
part of Brazil itfelf: But the court of Madrid, not
allowing this pretenfion to be juft, ordered the gover-
nor .of Rio de la- Plata to fortify Monte Video, in
‘order to fecure the navigation of the river. The
-fortifications of this poft were not as yet, however,
enough advanced to leave nothing to fear from the
Portuguefe, who were coming in great numbers to
attack it. ~ ‘

ANTEQUERA thought this a favourable opportuo-
nity to get rid of all thofe he fufpetted, and fhewing
at the fame time, a great deal of zeal for the King’s
fervice. He difpatched a confiderable detachment to
‘Buenos Ayres; and, left it fhould be imagined that
this detachment had weakened his forces, he affected
‘togive out that'he had ftill five theufand good troops,
ready to maintain him in his government ; and that
‘he could mufter a great deal more to make himfelf
at any time mafter of the reductions on the Parana.

THis enterprife againft the Parana reductions was
now become the only topick at the Affumption.
The hopes of coming in for a fhare of thefe Indians,
in the diftribution that was to be made of them, added
daily new recrnits to Antequera’s party; fome
ecclefiatticks, and even fome religious, not blufhing

“to pay their court to the Ufurper, by blaming the con-
dutt of the Paftors of thefe reductions, in order to
benefit
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benefit by the ruin of them.. I have not been able
to dilcover, if the auxiliary troops fent by. Ante-
quera ariived time enough to have a fhare in the
deliverance of Monte Video; but it is certain, that,
fo early as the month of January of this year, -2
great number of the reduction Indians were employed
on the fortifications.of that place, and continued to
work on them till they were finithed. The following
is a letter, which Don Bruno Maurice de Zavala
wrote to his Majefty concerning them, from Buenos
Ayres, the 28th of the fame month.

¢ SIRE, .

I muft aflure your Majefty, that, as often as there
has been a neceflity for employing the Tapez Indians,
who are under the conduct of the Fathers of the
company, either in the field, or on the fortifications
of places, I always found in thofe . who governed
them a furprizing readinefs, and a moft ardent zeal,
~to ferve your Majefty. A confiderable number of

thefe Indians are aQually employed on the works

-carrying on at Monte Video ; and they pufh them
on with diligence and fpirit, which thofe alone, who
have feen them, can have any idea of; and that
without any other falary but the coarfe provifions
‘which are daily diftributed amongft them. .

I am far from exaggerating, when I fpeak to
Your Majefty ; yet I dare affure you, that, without
the ailiftance of :thefe Indians, the fortificatiops under-
taken at Monte Video,  and on the citadel of thisplace,
could never have -been completed, the foldiers, Spa-
nifh workmen aiid labourers, and the Indians of the
neighbourhood, who work by the day, not being
able to fupport the fatigue for any length of time.
The laft are pretty puntual for the fuift three or
four days ; but, that term expired, they require being
paid before hand.  But, whether they get money or

, no,
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no, they often leave their work, and are no longer
10 be found. An averfion to labour and reftraint are
forooted in them, that it is impoflible to get any
good of them. L :

Twuere is an infinite difference between thefe flug-
gifth Indians, and thofe governed by the miffionaries
-of ‘the company.. It is impoffible to exprefs, with
-what docility and conftancy the- latter obey all the
orders they receive for your Majefty’s fervice, They
never give the leaft caufe of murmur or complaint ;
never fail to repair punciually to their work-at the
hours appointed; and, befides, edify all thofe who
fee them by their piety, and the regularity of their
conduct, which, next to God,-can only be attri-
buted to the wifdom of thofe who govern them.
Accordingly, I have been often aflured by the
bifhop-of this city, that he never vifited them in
their own habitations without being charmed with
the, devotion of the inhabitants of both fexes, and
with their dexterity in all handicraft works.

THoucH fome evil-minded perfons make it their
-bufinefs, through jealoufy or other motives, to decry
-the zeal and the moft pure intentions of a company,
-which' every where renders fuch great fervices, and
-particularly in America, they never will be able to
cloud the truth of thefe facts, of which an infinite num-
ber of perfons are witnefles; what [ tell your Majefty
of thefe fathers, is not with a view of crying them
up, but in order to give youa faithful account, fuch.
as you ‘have a right to expect from a Joyal fubject ;
ang to- put you upon your guard againft the falfe
impreﬂions, which fome artful and malicious perfons
might.attempt to make upon you, by renewing the
- complaints and accufations which your Majetty has
fo often defpifed. '

- I'must further acquaint your Majefty, that the
Indians of the three towns formed in the neighbour-

hocd
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hood of this city, would be much more happy, i
thofe charged with the government of them followed
the method traced out by- the Fathers of the Com-
pany in their miffions. Thefe three towns are not
-very populous; yet the curates, the corregidors and
the alcaldes of them are conftantly at variance ; and
it 45 no cafy matter to find pricfts willing to take
care-of them; as the great number of thofe, who
have deferted thefe panfhes, dilgufts almoft all the
.ecclefiatticks I thould choofe to place over them. It
is merely, Sire, to {atisfy one of my principal obli-
gations, that I here expofe the important fervices of
the Tapez Indians *, who are under the care of the
- Jetuits, with whofe zealous attachment to your fervice,
your Majefty is well acquainted. I make no doubt
“but you will give them proofs of your royal clemency
and bounty. For my part, I fhall never ceafe to
offer my prayers for the prefervation of your Majefty,
which is {o effential to the welfare of Chriftendom.
Buenos Ayres, the 28th of May, 1724, P. Brung
"Maurice de Zavala'. : ’ ‘

, Do Bruno had lately received a letter from the vice-
.roy, dated the eleventh of January, by which his ex-
cetlency invefted him with all his authority, to re-efta-
blith erder and fubordination i1 the province of Para-
-guay. -But, ashis prefence when he received thefe dif-
patches, was ftill requifite at Buenos Ayres; and Don
Balthazar Garcia Ros arrived there in the mean time,

» he charged him, 'in virtue of a power given him for
that purpofe, with the commitlion, which he himfelf
could not execute ; and ordered him to fet out as foon
as poffible for the Aflumption. The Coadjutor-of
the ~bithoprick of Paragnay, lately arrived- from
Peru, thought proper to take advantage of this

* Thave already tdken notice that this name is often given to
all the Indians of the Uraguay redutions, though the Tapez make
but part of them.

opportunity
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pportunity to get to the diocefe; with which he: had.
been entrufted. ' '

.. Tuis Prelate, whefe name was Don Jofeph Palos,
is to actin this hiftory a part fo worthy of his cha-
. racer, that I think' it "requifite to make the reader

well acquainted. with him, before I bring him into

action. . .I {hall fay:nothing of him, but on the tef
timony of Don Jofeph dePeralta, -of the order of St.

Dominick, bifhop’ of Buenos Ayres, and appointed,

a little before hisdeath, - to the fee of La Paz, one of

the meoft illuftrious prelates who .ever appeared in

this part of the wosld. Don Jofeph Palos was bora
at Motilta in the kingdom of Valencia ; and entered:
very young into the order of St."Francis, in whicly
he taught philofophy-and divinity with great applaufe,
-acquitted himfelf : with -honour. of :the moft impor-
tant employments, and governed almoft all the confix
derable convents, -of. his order, .an-Spain; he then
paffed-over to Mexico, and frem theace into feveral
provinées of South America, where he was charged
with affairs of the greateft comfequence. At lait,

e obrained leave.to. retire into: anc ‘of the Iadian

reductions, which the Fathers of St Francis::then

governed, in the mountains called 1Ei Cerro de Iz 8al;
where, entirely:taken up with the falvation- of. fonls
and his own fanétification, . and withgotever. dreaming
of his being known at the court of Spain, he-:was
very much furprifed to hear, that the King.. had
named him ttulary:bithop of Zare/lum in Mauritania,
and coadjutor of the ‘Aflumption;of” Paraguay, whafe
bithop was detained ‘in Spain-by fuck habitual mfire
mities, as never:permitted him-to fee his dipcefe.: -

Don Jofeph’s zeat to re-eitablith fubordination;and

-order in a province, ‘which-hie found revolted  agaiiit
‘all authority both human and'divine; and the fue-

cefs, which crowned his immenfe labours for that pur-
pofe, induced the King to offer him a {ce much more
S : ' confiderable
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confiderable than that of Paraguay. But he befeeched
his Majefty to let him di¢ in his church, which was
become to himr a fpoufe of bloed ; and he, in fadt,
died there very poor, on Good Friday of the year:
1738 ; after fpending all his revenues in relieving the
neceflitous, and ennching and'émbellithing his eathe-
dral, which he had found ftript of; every thing toa
moft {candalousdegree. - . v
1723. . Tue firft news he heard; on his arrival at’
1729. - Buenos Ayres from Peri, where he hdd befm:
v~  confecrated;- was, that Den Balthazat Garcia:
Ros was making preparations . ta- bring the Pari::
guay rebels-to reafon by force,’ if fair means fhogld;
be found ineffethial: :Don ‘Balthazar was: very dew
{irous, that the prelate fthould-accompany hifn ;. but
Don jofeph Palos, thought it did .not become a: bithop.
to take poflefion:of: bis church, .as of.a garrifon. - He
eveil took pains:so make Don Maurice: de Zawala
defer his military': proceedings; - till he bad: brbughs
waords of peaceito Ins flogk, -as became a.good theps
kerd. .But the governor having anfwered him, thae
it was’ as much: as his.head was:worth to delay'eved
fo little the . execution -of the:vicaroy’s arders,. ha
thdught proper hét td: accompany-Doa Balthagenfuge
theritHan the redoftion of Kings, being the peaseft
o' Buenos Ayres,: wirere they- arrived the -20th of
qune; . e e B L e G Y
; .Frpwm. . therire: Don, -Balthazar  'wrote .to Father
Themas de Rofa,” fuperior generil of the reductions;
to rchufe him:out .tka thoufand: Indians,. and order
macieds. fo, . thet:he thould find ithem before hjm'on
the ‘Tebiquaricompletely. armed -and- accoutred,. and
nvith ammuniton . and  provifions. for- two months.
He feat'orders by the'fame coiwer.tabon-Jerom Ean
-nandea, the King'élieutenant-at Carrientes, 'to.hold
--two hutdred Spaghards..in reddinefs to march on the
firft:notice.  He.reckesied, -befides, .an the militia of
e : La .
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La Villa and the Holy Ghoft; but an epidemical
difeafe,. which raged in thefe two hittle towns, hindered
them from turnifhing him with more than fifty men,
who joined him in fpite of all the threats employed-
by Antequera to prevent-it. Several other Spaniards
repaired to his colouss,. moft of them- inhabitants of
the Affumption, who had. ftolen out of it privately,
in order to avoid the violences of the heads of the:
rebellion. % o : -
. Don Balthazar, on.his. arrival at the Te- 17924,
biquari, found there the two thoufand ..In- 1729.
&ians he had fent for';- and the night.of the .\~
gth.of Auguft quietly croffed the river. at their heady
Ramon de las Llanas, who was pofted on .the:othes
fide with'two hundred”men, not daring to make the
leatt oppofition. - Bat: having retreated to a farm |
heufe, at no great diftance, he made:n ftand there;
and fent to fommon Don Balthazar; n:the name of
Antequera; and in virtee of the decree of the Royal
Aarfience of Charcas of the 28thof March,- 1729,
to-leave:the province of Paraguay. . The general
having: received this:fiammeons with the contempt- it
delerved, :Rammon immediaty fentsoithe Aflumption
an adcount of what .had  happened,. and: for orders
how:te procedd for the-future. P o'
Ow his:meflenget’s arrival,- Antequeya ordered a
gréat gui:to be fired, being the fignal appointed.-fot
the treops to affemble by.. Then, finding that the
inhabitants were in' no' gréat hurry:to.take up arms;
he gave out, ‘that ‘he had received aletter from Don
Balthazar, in which he threatened, inicafe they made
the leaft refiftance, to reduce the Affurpzion teathes,
put -all dic'men in it ‘to ‘the fword, Jand ’ deliver the
wattieh €o the Indians of the reduétions, according+¢
the promife he had’ givgn the Jefuits;.: He had fince
the-affurance to ‘fepeitt'the fame fal(ehood in a leter
writteid . by ‘him froen: his/ prifon at Lima to the coad-
S0 . Jutor
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Jutor of Paraguay; as likewife in.an" apologetic
memorial, which he caufed to-be printed, and in
which he cited two perfons (who have' fince contra-

diéted him) as baving aflured him of thefe being Don-

Balthazar’s intentions. This trick, however, which
fhould have natnrally engaged all the inhabitants to
recetve Don Balthazar, bad a contrary effe, as An-
tequera had taken care to make fure of the principal
men, and the corporation. As to what he added
concerning the Jefuits, be bad his own views in doing
. - It was neceflary to render them. odious, -in order.
to infure fuccefs iy a projedt, - which he had been a
long time thinking-of, and which we' fhall. fpeedily
fee him carry into execution, | . . : .

‘T'ue readinefs of the inhabitants to take up arms,

on the report of -thefe defigns. againft them,. .grealy
exceeded his hopes. The fear of -being confound+

- ed with the rebels engaged the moft mederate in ghe
rebellion, and eves thofe who had hitherio. perfifted
i their loyalty; fo- as to give Antequera grounds. to
hope, that he might be able to. make head, againft
Pop Balthezar. - A day, therefore, ‘was appointed fos
taking .the field.-and marching up to hini; apd:thas
very day there appeared an adifd, : purporting that,. by

_ the advice of the Regidors, the.Alcaldes, and all the
feenlar Chaptes, the’ Jefuits (hould leave- the aity in
three-hours. . Short as this warping was, -in.appessed
00 long te fame, who were fos, battering .down the
church and collegg of thefe fathers, in cafe. they. did
ot immediately. retire. . But Antequera. did .not
choofeto talie their advice, . .- - -~ - g

. .Tux Jelite were no fooner ferved with this.adidt, -

than their ReGor waited on:him i} prefence.ofs 'ail ;the
fecular Chapier, -who wereftill affembled in his apart-
ments; produced; the letters paterit they had pbtained
for the eredhion of their college, and feveral Royal
Schedules forbiddiog them to' be, dgprived of it with-
T out

\
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éut exprefs orders from his majefty; but he would
neither fee nor hear.any thing. The Rector, however,
made two other -attempts; but they only ferved to
produce new fummonfes to retire before the term
mentioned . in the ediét was expired, Antequera pre-
tending, that he had anfwered, beforehand, all the
Jefuits could fay in their favour, by alledging in his
edi@, that they difturbed the peace of the province;
that they were the perfons who had called Don Baltha-
zar to ravage it with fire and fword ; and that the
king had given exprefs orders to expel all ecclefi-
afticks and religious, who fhould attempt to difturb
the public peace. ‘

Uron this, the troops were immediately drawn up
in the great {quare. At the fight of them, Don An-
thony Gonzalez de Guzman, vicar general of the dio-
cefe, and curate of the cathédral, who happened
to be prefent at the fecond fummons with which the
Jefuits had been ferved, went to withdraw the bleffed
facrament from their church, and carried it to his own,
all.the Jefuits following him, two by two, with lighted
tapers 1n their hands. They had fcarce entered their
college, when they were ferved by a third fummons,
backed by threats of burying them all under its
ruins, in cafe they continued in itany longer. They,
therefore, immediately left it, without taking any
thing with them, but their crucifixes and their brevi-
aries; and thus traverfed part of the city amidt a
croud of people gathered to fee fo uncommon a fight,
‘moft of whom they -had the comfort to fee exprefs,
by their tears and their fighs, the fincereft forrow for
being obliged to part with them. '

Tuesk Fathers firft repaired toa farm they had at
a. fmall diftance from the city, and remained there
‘two days. Don Alfonfo Delgadillo came here to vifit
them ; and: affured them, that, had he been at the Af-
-fumption the day they were driven out of it, he would

Vou. IL N have
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have prevented the violence: that had been offered
them; adding, that they would do well to com~
mit to his care, whatever things they could not take
away with them, which he affured them nobody fhould
touch. He went ftill farther; for, he figned the
atteftation of the chapter of the cathedral, which we
fhall prefently make mention of. The re&or, there-
fore, accepted his offers with thanks; but had foon
reafon to with he had not, as Delgadtllo, on the
farm’s being put under his care, behaved like a man:
fent there by Antequera to plunder it. -

. Frowm hence the Jefuits were obliged to make the
beft of their way, ‘by bye-roads, to the neareft re+
ductions on the Parana. When they had travelled
about twénty leagues, Father Reftivo, their reftor,
wrote to the dean and chapter of the cathedral, to beg
them to fend him their atteftation concerning the
violent manner in which he and his brethren had been
treated, in order to ferve them, asa judicial proof of
their innocence. This the dean not only readily
granted ; but he afterwards fent another of the fame
date to the viceroy.

WaaAT is remarkable, thefe two- atteftations were
figned by fome of the very regidors, who had before
ﬁgned the edict of banifhment againft the Jefuits;
but who, afterwards, on coming to themfelves, re-
tratted their fignature ; afked pardon of thefe religi-
ous, and abfolution of the cenfures, which they
thought they had incurred by atting againft them as
they- had done, urging the neceflity. they were under
of doing it, for fear of being entirely ruined, as in
fat they would have been, had they refufed to do
whatever was required of them.

MeaN while, Antequera, thinking himfelf qmte
fure of the capital, now that he had driven the Jefuits
out of it, fet out the fame day, being the feventh of
Auguft, with his woops, for the fronuers, after giving

orders
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orders to the officer, whom he had entrufted with the
government of the city during his abfence, to. caufe
Don Diego de los Reyes to be ftrangled publickly
upon a fcaffold, in cafe he heard of his being defeated,
and not permit any of his relations to fiirvive; and,
- left this officer fhould relent, he ‘took good- fecurities
for his obedience. He, likewife, took good meafures
to make his efcape, in cafe of need, to La Plata or
- Brazil. His army- confifted of Spaniards, Indians,
Negroes, and a-mixed race defcended from them, to
the amount of about three thoufand men, fo that it
was one of the moft numerous that had ever been
raifed in this province. All the Spaniards capable of
bearing arms were ordered to repair to it, 'on - pain of
lofing their effeéts; and being_corporally ‘punifhed as
traitors to their. country; notwithftanding ' which, a
gc;cat many had courage enough to abfent them-
felves. - < S
:. As foon. as:he joined his troops, he harangued
them; and his whole harangue confifted of declama-
tions againft Don Balthazar,. the " Jefuits, and their
Indians. * He concluded by promifing the Spaniards
to diftribute .among them,: when the war was over,
every .thing. they .could find in the colleges, out of
which he had not. permitted:any thing to be semov-
ed ; every thing they might find'in the eaemy’s camp,
and in the redutions on the- Parana, of which he
made no doubt of being able to make himifelf mafter,
when he declared that.the Indians of them fhould be
diftributed among the officers. and: the principal fami-
lies of the Affumption. - His ‘troops liftened to- him
with great attention; and, when he had finithed-his
difcourfe, made the air ring again with their fhouts
and acclamations.. He then, though it was already
pight, put his atmy in motion again; and, as he. took *
no pains to make his men-obferve any difcipline, they

. . N2 . = every

.
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every where committed ravages, that can {caree be
credited. ;
Tue Alguafil Major, Don John de Mena, the
officer on whom Antequera counld beft depend, had re~
mained at the capital. Antequera had recommended
to him, above all things, not to poftpone the exe-
cution of the fentence paffed upon Den Diego de los
Reyes; and, indeed, it was not Mena’s fault, that
this fentence was not immediately executed. Nay, he
was not afhamed to inftru¢t the executioner how he
fhould go about it. But:the Serjeant Major, Don
Sebaftian Ruis de Arrellano, . who commanded in the
city, would riot permit the execution, tiH he had re-
ceived frefh orders from Antequera, ta whom he
wrote, thatit was his opinion not to proceed too hafti-
ly in fo delicate affair. ‘This Jetter made Antequera
make fome refleCtions, which he was greatly furprifed
had not fooner occurred to him; and he, accordingly,
fent word to ‘the Alguafil Major not to a& with too
much precipitation. Don Balthazar having, on An.
tequera’s. arrival within fight of his camp, perceived a
‘white flag in the firft troop that appeared, imagined
that it came to join him;, but he foon difcovered his
miftake. He then, therefore, fent an officer to An~
tequers’s army to notify his commiffion, : and the vice-
roy’s otders; but Antequera caufed the meflenger to
be put under arreft before he could execute his com-
mifhion. The next moment he gave orders for a ge-
neral difcharge of his artillery,. which, however, in-
ftead of doing any mifchief, .made Don.Balthazar
{fenfible, by the manner in which it was ferved, that
.it could not incommode him much. ...Don Baltha-
zar then thought proper to give .a fpecimen of his
artillery; and Antequera formed the fame judgment
of it. Indeed, it was a mere bravado en. both fides.
Antequera’s defign, in advancing fo near:Don Baltha-
zar, was tqattack the.Indians, whom he hoped to
: be
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be able to furprize. But, finding that they were ad-
vantageoufly pofted, he fell back a league;. fortified
. his camp; and difpofed his cannon in fuch a manner,

that it was impoffible to approach him on any fide
without being expofed to it. This done, he. gave
Don Balthazar’s meflenger leave to return, defiring
him to tell his general, that he was not come with
his army to read papers, but to decide by battle the
differences between them.

He .then received advice, that Don Jofeph Ar-
mendaris, Marquis of Caftel Fuerté, was arrived at
Lima in quality of viceroy of Peru, and he exprefled -
great joy at it. It was impoffible this joy fhould have
been real, had he been' acquainted with. the real cha-
ral&er of this nobleman. But then, on the other
hand, it would have been dangerous for him to fhow
any uneafinefs at his promotion. He already began
to apprehénd.fo much more oppofition from his ene-
- .y, than fuited with the prefent pofture of his affairs,
that he formed a defign of caufing him to be affaffi-
nated, nor was he long without finding a man capa-
ble of fo black a cfime. A trooper came and offered
him his fervice for that purpofe, in cafe he would but
give him a good horfe to make his efcape when he
had ftruck the blew; and Antequera took him at
his word. : . :

THis mifcreant, on his arrival in Don Balthazar’s
camp, gave out, that he was come to furrender. to
the general ; and added, that he had even fome very
important matters to communicate to him. Accerd-
ingly, he was permitted to pafs. Before he entered
the generaEs quarters, he placed his horfe in fuch a
manner, that he might eafily leap on him after doing
the bufinefs; but this very precaution made his at-
tempt miifcarry. A foldier feeing a man, whom he did
not know, and who left his horfe ready faddled at the

door, go in to the general, began to fufpect fome bad
N ' N 3 . defign
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defign in it, took away the horfe, and put another in
his place. The affaffin, after a few moments con-
verfation, thought proper to examine if his horfe was
ftill where he had left him; and feeinﬁ he had been
changed, and that the horfe left in his place had
neither bridle nor faddle, immediately concluded,
that he began to be fufpefted; withdrew without
making any noife, and foon difappeared. Don Bal-
thazar, at firft, looked upon the fufpicions of this
man as ill founded; but he foon received certain
intelligence of the danger he had been expofed to.’
However, ftrange as it may appear, he never .called
into queftion the falfe advige given him by this pre-
tended deferter. ‘ -
T'uis fellow had affured him, that there were in
Antequera’s army feveral officers as well as foldiers,
very well affefted to what he called the King’s fer-
vice; and moft of whom, in cafe an action happened,
would certainly take part with him. -
- Tuis advice, however, he had the more reafon
to believe, from what he knew of the fentiments
of moft of the inh#bitants of the province, while he
was governor of it. But ftill, had it been {o, he was
net ftrong enough to rifk a battle. He had not as yet
been joined by the detachment,*which he had or-
dered the commandant of Corrientes to fend him..
His army confifted but of a few Spaniards, and the
two. thoufand reduétion Indians, who, -as I have
already obferved, ftand in need, when they have
segular troops to deal with, of fome. officers who,
have feen fire, to make them keep their ranks, and
fight in good order. Befides, thefe Indigns, feeing
no probability-of the two armies coming very  fpee-
dily to blows, often quitted their pofts without any
notice being taken of it, in order to bathe themfelves
in the river; and, had Antequera been inftruéted of
this circumftance, he would no doubt have made
' the
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the proper ufe of fo fine an opportunity to attack his
encmy. But another foon oftered, and he took care
ot to lofe it. .

Twue Indians, naturally ftrangers to jealoufy,
feeing the fecurity of the Spaniards, began foon to
imagine, that neither of the two generals had any
mind to come to blows; accuftomed themfelves to
leave the campin fmall parties; and, finding that
no one took it amils of them, their curiofity infenfi-
bly led them to draw near the enemy’s camp. An-
tequera, who perceived it, forbid his troops to attack
them, upon which fome of them were bold enough
to enter it, when the general, on their being brought
before him, treated them with a great appearance of
kindnefs. He was too well acquainted with their
attachment to his Majefty, to attempt their loyalty;
befides, he wanted to draw over a greater number of
them; and to do it took the following method.

. He began by telling them, that he was at leaft as
dutifl a fubjet of the King of Spain, as thofe who
were come to attack him ; and, to convince them of it,
infogned them, that he was preparing to make great
sejoicings #n his camp on the 25th of the current
month, being his Majefty’s birth day, and that of St.
Lewis, whofe name his Majefty bore, and from whom
he was defcended *. He then exhorted them, to
make fome in theirs; and even gave them a plan for
that purpofe, which, on leaving him, they were fully
refolved to carry into execution; however, - they
- thought proper firft to fee thefe of Antequera; and
for that purpofe, they all of them flocked to the
neighbourhood of his camp on the day appointed.

ANTEQUERA, feeing them give into this fnare; let

them come on very quictly, till he judged them at too

. *® It was impoffible the people in Pa'raguay'fhou!d as yet have
heard of that Prince’s death.. '

N 4 ' great
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great-a diftance from their camp to be able to efcape-
back to it, He then advanced flowly upon them at.
the head of a body of horfe. This the Indians raking:
for the overture of the rejoicing he had fpoke to
them of, they innocently continued to draw near, till,
when they leaft fufpected it, his cavalry fell upon them
fword in hand; feveral of them however made fome
refiftance, and others ran back to the camp to give
netice of what had happened. Upon this, Don Bal-
thazar immediately threw himfelf on horfeback with
all thofe he could colle&. The firft thing he endea~
voured, was to rally the Indians behind his entrench-
ments, but it was now too late to do it.

Uron this, he rode up towards the enemy, crying
out, Long live the King, and imagining, that his pre-
fence, joined to the viceroy’s orders, which he held
up in his hand,’ might make fome impreflion on the
Spaniards by whom he had been greatly beloved;
and, indeed feveral of them feemed willing to retire,
but they were hurried on by the greater- number ;
and all fell furioufly upon the Indians, of whom they
made a-moft dreadful flaughter. Don Balthazargpp-
on this, being advifed to provide for his own fafety,
was obliged to do it with fo-much precipitation, that
he left every thing behind him, even his papers.
The firft place he reached was the reduéiion of St.
Ignatius, where he arrived without any company
but his chaplain. From thence he repaired to Corri-
entes, where he embarked for. Buenos Ayres. .

THree hundred Indians, who had rallied with
fome Spanifh officers, held out for a leng time with
great bravery, though rather with a view of felling
their lives dearly, thanany hopes of faving them.
However one of Antequera’s ordered the retreat to
be founded, out of mere compaflion to fo many brave
fellows. - This finifhed the unhappy day, in which,
after all, but three hundred Indians and two Spaniard;_

, o
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of Don Balthazar’s troops loft their lives. . But the
camp-mafter Don Luke Melgarejo, and another offi-'
cer were mortally wounded and made prifoners.
The rebels had but twenty-five men killed; and
of thofe only two were Spaniards ; but the number of
their wounded was pretty confiderable, .

THe following days were fpent in hunting out the
Indians that had taken refuge in the woods; and as
many of them as could be found were cruelly but-
chered. The few, who were not killed outright,
were afterwards difpatched by thofe who came to
ftrip them. It muft be owned, however, that none
but Mulattoes, and perfons of that caft, carried their
inhumanity to that excefs, The Spaniards no longer
thought of any thing but making prifoners, and they
made a great many. Of this number were. two
Jefuits who had followed their Neophytes, One of
them was Father Polycarpus Dufo, aged feventy
feven, and the other Father Anthony de Ribera.
They were both conducted to the Affumption,
where Father de Ribera had refided feveral years,
and had feveral opportunities of fpeaking to Don
Joleph de Antequera. :

THevY both guefled, that thofe, into whofe hands
they had fallen, would not fail to pay their court to
the general at their expence; and they were, in fa,
treated by them with great cruelty and contempt.
But what they little expetted was, that, though they
were dreft in their ufual habit, Antequera affected
not to believe that they were really  Jefuits; and,
"when he fent them, under a ftrongefcort, prifoners to
the Affumption, he wrote to the great vicar Don
Anthony Gonzalez de Guzman, 'to examine if they
were really priefts and religious; .and, in cafe they
were not, to deliver them up to the commandant’ of
the city, to be punithed as they deferved; but he
added, that, whoever they might appear to be, they
fhould not be permitted to enter the college,

THE
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Tue Grand Vicar, who had known them for a
long time, did all that lay in his power to make them
amends for the ill treatment they had received on the
road. However, to keep fair with Antequera, he
caufed a judicial information to be taken of their
condition ; and then not only permitted them to fay
mafsin a church near his houfe, where he kept them
as long as they remained in the city ;- but, recollet-
_ing that fome perfons had endeavoured to perfuade
the people that they could not affift at their mafs
without incurring an excommunication, on account
of their having been found in an army that made war
againft his Majefty, he publickly declared the con-
trary; upon which they foon began to perceive, that
the inhabitants were no way difpleafed to fee them
again,

gTun accounts fpread at the fame time of the ill
treatment they had received on the road, but which
they themfelves never mentioned, gave every one the
higheft opinion of their virtue. On the road, by
which they were conduéted to the Affumption, there
is a chapel of the Bleffed Virgin. One ofp the guards,
pretending to falute it, levelled his piece at Father
Dufo ; but, on fome of his comrades perceiving
what he was about, and. ftopping him, he fired it
into the air, faying “ Itis in honour of the mother
of GodI am ‘going to fire this thot, fince you are
not fatisfied it fhould be for that old Jefuit, for whom
I intended it.”” But his villainy foon met its reward.
The mufket, burft in his hand, which immediately
mortified; and he died of ‘the mortification in a few
days. :

THE conquerors brought one hundred and fifty
Indians with them to the Affumption ; and had been
very liberal of injuries and blows to ther, on the
road. While they were preparing to celebrate their
triumph, which thefe poor creatures were intended to
grace, they kept them in a manner without any
food, and almoft naked under the open air, and that
: in
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in very bad weather, fo that they ‘muft have all
perithed, had not fome poor women privately affifted
them. At length, they were made over, in quality
of flaves, to thofe who had exprefled moft zeal for
the fervice of the ruling party; and we may well
imagine, that their mafters treated them fo much
the worfe, as they could not expe@ to keep them
long; and, accordingly, there died great numbers of
them.

ANTEQUERA took care not to forget himfelf in
diftributing the fpoil found -in the Spanifh camp.
The books, which the two Jefuits had brought with
them, and every thing belonging to Don Balthazar,
were laid afide for him: He had, above all things,
recommended, that-all papers fhould be given vp to
him; and having caft his eyes on a letter written by
Father Reftivo to Don Balthazar, he immediately
fhatched it up toread it, hoping he might find fome-
thing in it to juftify his bshaviour towards the Jefuits.
But he was greatly furprifed to find nothing in it but
exhortations to peace, and to prefer gentle to violent
meafures, in fo much that he could not help faying
to thofe about him : #e bave been in 100 great a burry
to drive thefe Religious out of thesr college. :

ArTeR all, how much foever Antequera was fur--
prifed not to find what he expeted in Father Refti-
vo’s letter, he was no lefs ftunned to find by it, that
the new V’ic’eroy had given orders to fend him prifoner
to Lima. :

* He made no difficulty, however, to fhew it to
fome of his moft intimate confidants; but he told
them, at the fame time, that he wasnow more firmly
refolved, thanever, to maintain himfelf, atallevents,
in his government ; that he intended to make him-
felf mafter of the four reduttions that lay near-
eft to the Parana, and drive the inhabitants out of
them, for having dared to take up arms againft him.’
The Camp-mafter general, Don Sebaftian Fernandez

Montiel,
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Montiel, and fdme others, did all that lay in their
power to diffuade him from this defign; but, the
greateft number having approved it, he refolved to
carry it into execution, The only precaution he took,
and which he never omitted in affairs of great con=
fequence, was to do nothing but at the requifttion of
his Council. For this purpofe, therefore, he caufed
4 memorial to be prefented to him, in the name of
the Province, requefting him to repair to the reduc-
tions, and fubmit part of the inhabitants to the fervice
of fuch private perfons as deferved to be gratified
with them, and the reft to that of the public.

In this Antequera had two views; the firft was to
ftrip the Neophytes of the fire arms, of which, con-
. fidering the prefent pofture of affairs in Paraguay,
_ the fuperior tribunals at this time judged it more ne-
ceffary than ever to leave them the ufe; and the fe-
cond to drive the Jefuits out of them, as in that cafe
he knew the Indians would infallibly difperfe. ‘
- AccorpiNGLY, on the firft notice, which the In-
dians of the reduétions, heintended tofeize, received
of his approach, they all difperfed; fome fled' to the
reductions where they had nothing to fear from him,
and fome into the woods and mountains ; and they
fled with fo much precipitation, that feveral died of
fatigue, and fome women with child mifcarried on the
road, through faintne’s and fear. On Antequera’s
approach to Sainte-Foi, Father Felix de Villa Gar-
cia, the paftor of it, came out to meet him, is hopes
of prevailing on him not to pufh his refentment any
further, but was reccived by him in a very haughty
manner. However, his great modefty, and his cha-
raCter for every other virtue, made fome impreflion
on Antequera, and at length drew fome civilities from
him which the Father did not expect. .
- Ramon de Jas Llanas arrived at Santa Fe, foon
after, from La Villa, to which place Antequera lfxad
v - ent

*
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fent him to fee executed the Camnp-mafter who com-
manded there, called Don Theodofius de Vilalba,
whom he had condemned to death, This unhappy

.man had been taken in his way to join Don Baltha~

zar with the militia of his town ; and Antequera had,
befides, found proofs of his loyalty to his fovereign
in the letters and among the papers of that general.
The cruel Ramon made him expiate this pretended
crime in the moft barbarous manner. He kept him
a whole night tied by the legs to a poft, loaded him
with the bittereft reproaches, and.otherwife infulted
him in the cruelleft masner; all which Vilalba fuffer-
ed with a truly Chriftian patience. Nay, he refufed
him a confeflor, .which he called for with great
earneftnefs, defiring him to make an act of contrition
and confefs himfelf to God; as likewife leave to make
out in writing an account of fome debts he had con-

“trafted, ‘and which he was defirous of having dif

charged. To crown his barbarity, he made what
hafte he ¢ould to get him fhot, for fear Antequera
fhould countermand his execution, as he had already
done that of fome other officers. In fact, it was not
without fome concern that Antequers heard of -

* Vilalba’s death’; and he, accordingly, did all that lay

.

in his power to prevent its being known that he had
<ondemned him. But his not reprimanding Ramon
for haying put. him to: death, was enough to let the
world fee, that this unfortunate man had been mur-

. .dered by his directions.

In the -mean time, -the flight of the Indians be-

"longing to the four abandoned reductions had grea-

ly difconcerted his projects, though it was only by
putting it out of his power to keep the promife he had

.made his. foldiers, of giving up to themall the plun-

der they could getinthem. But what concerned him

moft was, his not being able. to diftribute among his

.officers and the principal inhabitants of the Affumption
‘ L ' the
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the Indians themfelves, which he had promifed
them. Accordingly, the firft murmured fo loudly
at this difappointment, that he began to be very
much afraid they would abandon his party. Upon
this, the Camp-mafter Fernandez de Montiel labour-
ed hard to engage him not to proceed any further,
or- touch the houfes of the fugitive Indians; and,
though his advice was ill received, and the general’s
flatterers were of opinion to ftrip him of - his employ-
ment, he dared not, in .the prefent pofture of his
affairs, to doit, left he fhould make an enemy of a
‘man, who was greatly eftecemed by the whole
army. ' o
He even came to a refolution to feign, at leaft, an
inclination to regain the Neophytes; and therefore
treated with fome gentlenefs thofe, who had re-
mained with their paftor. Several of the reft had
taken poft on a mountain. in the neighbourhood. of
Sainte-Foi, where he was not in a condition to force
them. He, therefore, fent to let them . know, that
he had' no thoughts of molefting them; and that -
all he required of them was to acknowledge him for
their governor, But his proteftations would have
been loft upon men, who had but teo many proofs -
of his infincerity, if Father de Villa Garcia, fearing he
might have recourfe to violent :meafures, had-not en-
gaged a hundred families to. return. The general
received them -pretty well; gave them feveral new
regulations in writing; depofed -the ruling officers ;
and named ‘others, who, however, never thought
proper to act as fuch, S e
Frowm Sainte-Foi he repaired to Saint Rofe, where
Father Francis Roblez received him, as- Father de
Villa Garcia had done at Sainte Foi. The firft thing
he faid to Father Roblez was, that he expected - the
Neophytes thould pay all the expences or charges of
the war, io which they had the rafhnefs to engage.

‘The Father anfwered, that he would not oppofe their -
doing
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doing fo; but- that they muft firt be condemned
to it by a judge named by his Majefty himfelf,
whofe vaflals and tributaries they were. He then
took notice to him, that, before he could expe&t any
thing from them, it was abfolutely requifite they fhould
all be re-united in their refpective towns; and that
they would never return to them, till they had re-
ceived fufficient affurances of their not being molefted
there for the future: ¢ for, my Lord, added he,
how can you exped, that thefe Indians, who can
fcarce procure by the fweat of their brow enough to
maintain themfelves and their families, and pay their
tribute, fhould find wherewith to fatisfy your de-
‘mands, while the fear of your refentment keeps them
at a diftance from home, and puts it out of their
power to cultivate their lands ", '
Tuis unexpeted anfwer perplexed Antequera fo
much, that he was for fome time without making any
reply. At laft, he told the Father, that he would
give the Neophytes fome time to fatisfy his demands’;
and, a few moments after, to the great furprize of
every one prefent, he took a fudden refolution to
march back to the Affumption. He even fet
out the day following, without ftaying to take any
thing along with him. = But the furpnze, which this
precipitate retreat had occafioned, vanithed the even-
ing of the next day, on its being known, that five
thoufand Indians were marching to the affiftance of
their brethren. Don Balthazar, it feems, had fent
for them before his' defeat, in order to reinforce his
_army ; and they, hearing on the road of the misfor-
tune that had happened to him and their brethrer,
flattered themfelves with being able to deliver them
from their flavery, and were arrived, with that view,
within twelve leagues of St. Rofe. Antequera judg-
ed, that, with thefew troops he had to ftand by him,
. he could not avoid being carried off, if he waitt%d for
. ' . em ;-
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them ; and this was the reafon he retreated fo fudder+
ly, as he did not know, that the miffionaries who ac-
companied them, and who thought he lay at a greater
diftance, had made them turn back. :
Ag yet Antequera’s foldiers -had done no great
damage to the Indians.  But, when they found them-
felves obliged to leave with empty hands thofe places,
in which they had flattered themfelves with being able
to make their fortunes, they vented their refentment
on the plantations in thecountry, and every where left
marks of their fury, from which the reductions did
not recover for a long time. The moft grievous lofs
was that of their black cattle and horfes, which fed
in the meadows without any one to take care of
them ; the panick, and wanr of forefight, of which
it had not as yet been pofible to cure the Indians,
having prevented their driving them to a place of
fafety. ‘ L o
. ANTEQUERA, on his.arrival at the Affumption,
found every thing in readinefs to receive him as a
"conqueror ; but the inhabitants muft have blufhed at
thefe preparations, when they came to know, that
his return was no better than a flight. Triumphal
arches had been eretedinall the ftreets through which
he was to pafs; and, among the trophies with which
thefe arch¢s were adorned, appeared the colours taken
in the battle on the banks of the Tebiquari. This
was to ‘triumph moft unworthily over his matter.
.But what incenfed thofe, who ftill retained fome
refpe& for their fovereign, was to fee a -foldier,
who headed the proceflion, carry a ftandard bearing
the King’s arms, and feem to take pleafure in-trailing
it through the dirt.  The triumpher, after paffing on
horfeback thrdugh the principal ftreets of the city, and
feeding ‘his vanity with the acclamations of a giddy
mifguided muliitude, repaired to the cathedral, where
-he entered at the found of all the bells, and . ordered
thanks to be rendered to God for a victory, at which
' he
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he fhould blufh; and the colours to be difplayed,
which were the enfigns of his rebellion.

. NeveR, perhaps, did there appear a more uni-
verfal joy in the capital of Paraguay; but all the in-
habitants did not rejoice on the fame account. The
King’s moft faithful fubjefs, efpecially the friends
and relations of' Don Diego de Ros Reyes, who were
no ftrangef§ to the vanity of his enemy, flattered them-
felves, that he would not drown acclamations of joy
by tedrs and lamentations; and looked upon this
vi€tory, which they detefted in the main, as a means
“of fecurity to the captive governor. They imagined,
that the man, who had ordered him to be put to
death in cafe he was defeated, could content himfelf
with having put it out of his power to hurt him, and
would not venture, by making away with him, to
" render irreconcileable a great. number of perfons,
among whom there might poffibly be fome one or.
another, daring enough to revenge his death; nor
were they difappointed in their hopes, =
" THE next day, this triumphal pomp gave way to
a funeral folemnity, which equally flattered the con-
queror’s vanity. He ordered a folemn fervice to be
performed for the fouls of thofe, who had been killed
i fighting for him; and the clergy were forced to
obey. But we may well believe, that the prieft, when
he offered the facrifice for thafe who.could receive be-
nefit from it,  had more an eye to thofée, who had
loft their lives in ferving their King, than thofe; who
had fallen in fighting againft him. This fo ill timed
at of religion was foon followed by an a&t of rigour,
which only ferved to difgrace the conqueror in the
eyes of al{hone& men; for, it could no way contri-
bute to ftrengthen his authority. He caufed the-
wives and daughters of the inhabitants of La Villa to
be fhut up in a 'caftle, from whence they were not

Vou. II. .. 0 releafed
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releafed, but in confequence of the reiterated entres-
ties of the Coadjutor. :

Wt have feen, that this prelate did not think pro-
per to appear at the Affumption, till he had heard in
what manner the King’s orders were received there,
and the iffac of Don Balthazar’s expedition. He
ftopt in the reductions; vifited feveral of ghem; and’
adminiftered the facrament of confirmatioll to a great
number of Neophytes. He was ftill exercifing thefe
holy funttions, when he received an account of ‘the
expulfion of the Jefuits; of Antequera’s march, at the
head of 3n army; of the King’s army being defeat-
ed, and the flight of its general. He then thought
he could no longer defer vifiting his church. Ac-
cordingly Antequera, on his return to the Affumption
was informed, that the Coadjutor was making the
beft of his way to it, threugh bye, and almioft im-~
paffable, roads, , ' ,
* As foon as Antequéra heard of ‘the Coadjutor’s
drawing near the city, he went to meet him with the
corporation, as far as a plantation two leagues fram
the capital; and this their firft interview was attended
with a deal of politenefs on both fides. The whole
company remained hére two days; and then, on the
third, conducted their new prelate to the Affumption,
where he was received with all the honours that were
due to His charatter. On his fide, he omitted no-
thing, during the following days, to .gain the confi-
dence of all ranks and parties ; and, in a letter which he
wrote fome time after to the King, he acquainted his
Majefty, that he was labouring to acquire a perfe®
knowledge of every thing that had happened in the
province fince the firft beginning of the troubles, with
which it was agitated ; but that he did it with a great
deal of fecrecy and- circumfpection, as well in order
not to expofe thofe to whom he addreffed himfelf for

that



OF PARAGUAY. 195
that purpof6, as not to give the heads of the rebellion
any room to tske umbrage at him; that he even
avoided letting the lauer know what he thought of
their behaviour, except on thofe occafiong in which
his duty obliged him to be free with them; and that
.even then he did jt with all the delicacy and modera- °
- tion his character, required. . ‘

What contributed moft to convince him of the
.neceflity there was for proceeding in this cautious
manner, was his difcavering the means employed to
engage in the revolt even thofe who abhorred it moft.

S0 early as . the pinth of September, the Camp-
- Mafter-General, Don Martin de Chavarri, had waif-
ed on the Viceroy General, and protefted ggaint all
.the fignatures, which Antequera had extorted from
.him by the moft terrible mepaces ; and it appears by
this inftrument,, that all the edicts we have fpoken
of, were publithed merely in canfequence of memo-
.rials compofed ' by . Antequera himfelf, and’ which,
#ier forciag all thofe in place to fign them,, he cauf-
.ed to be prefeyted. to him in their names. )
-~ Tue Regidot Don John Cavallero de Anafco; who
had, for a lopg time, refifted his violences, and did
.not_yield till he had fuffered - 3, cruel imprifonment,
.and had feen himfelf on the point of beipg fripped of
all he was worth, was equally impatient to prefent,d
) Fetitipn to the Coadjutor ta be abfolved from the cen-
fures, which he was afraid ha had incurred by fign-
ing,  contrary ta the dictates of hjs confcience, though

againft his' will, all the inftruments that had autho-
rized Antequera ip his enterpriges againt the. fuperior
tribunals, the King's fervice,- gnd the immunitigs of
the church, - The partculars, into which he enters
. on the occafion, prove. to what lengths Antequera
carried his tyranpy. However,  the fubmiffiop of .
thele two officess gave the Coadjutor reafon to hope,

_that the evil was not incirable.” '
: 02 " THE
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. T'ux affair he had moft at heart, was the re-efta-
blithment of the Jefuits in their college; but he
Jjudged the obftacle, which he forefaw would be made
to it, too great to attempt it at prefent. He even
thought it too foon to proceed, by ecclefiaftical cen-
‘fures, againft thefe, who had infringed the ecclefiafti-
cal immunities of the churebh, and infulted the pre~
rogative of the fovereign, by contributing to the.
expulfion of thefe religious. {fhis is what he wrote
to his Majefty the fecond of Oétober, when he fent
-him the informations he had procured concerning the
~manner in which the Jefuits had been expelled, and
the difpofitions of Antet}ucra and his principal adhe-
rents in regard to himfelf.

“ THEeIR obftinacy, fays he, is fo great in this re-
fpedt, that it is impoffible for reafon, truth, or juftice
‘to overcome it. There is no making them open
 their eyes to the defolation, or their ears to the groans,
of the greateft number of the inhabitants of this
"city and of the whole province, who, through the
ablence of thefe fathers, are equally deftitute of fpi-
‘ritual and temporal affiftance ; not to mention, that
their good example and their inftruétions, in a city
where there prevails the greateft corruption of man-
ners, were almoft the bifhop’s enly refource to pro-
. cure food for his-flock, and his only comfort.

I aApvance nothing, fire, but what I am therongh-
‘ly acquainted with.  Fhave feen, with my own.eyes,
- how things are conduéted in their Miffions. I know,
“ that in this capital they were to be met every where,
in the ftreets and in the fquares, waging a continual
and implacable war againft vice. I know they have
‘no enemies, but thofe, with whofe wicked courfes
their zeal for the falvation of fouls happens to inter-
fere; and who have not been able to do in their
- Miflions, what they every day do in the Indian

S : parifhes

-
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patifhes ferved by ecclefiafticks, and: by the religious
of my order. The inhabitants of thefe parithes are
in command,; and, as their. encommandroes are no
longer fo, than the governor pleafes; and cannot,
therefore, be fure of poflefling them for any length of
time, they opprefs them with fiach uninterrupted la-
hours, that the poor wretches often pafs whole years
avithout hedring mafs, or acquitting themfelves of
the other duties which the church has enjoined her
children. Nay, when they obtain fome relaxation
. for that purpofe, and are permitted to take a turn
home, they cannot, even then, take any advan.
tage of it for their falvation, as the governors em-

loy them in the public works; whence it likewife

ppens, that, as they can Icarce ever work for them-
felves and their families, they often come to want the
common’ neceffaries of life, with which their mafters
never fupply them.

Now, thanks to the piety of your Majefty and your
auguft predeceflors, it is not in the power of the
governors, and ftill lefs in that of private perfons, to
treat in this manner the Indians under the conduét of
the Father of the company; and it is for this reafon,
that there breathes among them fuch an odour of.
fandtity, and there reigns that perfe&t ignocence of
manners, of which | haye already given your Majefty
an accowns. This % the reafon, why the temples
they have ere@ed to the Losd are o well adorned,
and all the exercifes of religion prattifed with fo
much punQuality and fplendour; for their Neophytes
vemploy that way all the fruits of their labours, of
which they and their paftors have not themfelves an
indifpenfable call; of which I thought it my duty to -
give your Majefty this teftimony.”

Don JoserH wrote afterwards to the royal audienceé
of Charcas, to complain of all the violences exercifed
by Antequera; and added to his letter one he had

. O3 : received,
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received, before his ‘arrival at the Affumption, from
Father John de Garai, Prior of the Dommican Con-"
vent in that capital, with his anfwer toit. How-
ever, though Don Jofeph had hitherto done nothing
but juft labour to extinfguifh the fire of rebellion,’
and had made no ufe of his authority but when he’
could not avoid it, without betraying I\is, duty or the
important truft repofed in him, it ‘was not lang be-
fore it began to appear, how ufeful his prefence was
at the Aflumption. The people, awed by that re-’
fpet which his virtue and his charatter infpired,
{oon feemed to put on their former air of docility and
fubordination, which had difappeared from amongft -
them for fo many years. Accordingly, the heads of
the rebellion were alarmed at this alteration; and,
therefore, to difturb & calm whofe confequences they
dreaded, omitted nothing to perfuade the multi
tude, that the. Jefuits . were. forming fome defigns
againft the city. But the Coadjutor, who perceived
that thefe reports began to caufe fome uneafinefs,
took great pains to refute them; and at laft effected

1t
_Uproy this, the heads of the rebellion did all tha¢
lay in their power to prejudice himfelf againft them.,
Every day gave birth to fome new calumny, and
~every calumny made a great impreffion or the peo-
ple; even facts, whofe falfehood had been publickly
acknowledged, left in certain minds fuch feeds of
p’r?'udice as were not to be extirpated; and dif-
pofed them to give credit to new impoftures; few
perfons enjoying that tranquillity of mind requifite to
difcern the motives, from'which fome perfons fpoke
as they“did. Happily, the firft machine employed
to prepoflefs the Bifhop againft thefe Fathers ferved-
only to let him fee, what thofe were capable of who
had contrived it; and put him more on his guard
againt every thing that came from them, s o
oo - OON
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Sob after his 4rrival at the Aflumption, the wife
of Don Alphonfo Gonzalez de Gufman came in deep
mourning, and all bathed in tears, to throw herlelf at
his feet, and befeech him to oblige the Jefuits to in-
demnify her for the lofs of her hufband, affaflinated,
the faid, by the Indians of the reduction ef Sainte
Foi, as he was going through that town with dif
patches to his Lordfhip from his brother-in-law, then
Vicar General and Provifor of the Diocefe. The
miffionaries, fhe added, had hid his body ; but fome
Spaniards had juft difcovered it; and othets had feen,
in a farm belonging to thefe Fathers, the horfe upon
which the deceafed had fet out from the Affumption,
The Prelate omitted nothing to comfort her, and
promifed to fee juftice done her. But, at.the very
time this fable made the greateft noife, the inhabi-
tants were greatly furprifed to fee Gufman arrive in
good health; and he himfelf was furprifed ftill more
to find his wife in mourning for him. .

IN the midft of thefe tranfactions in Paraguay,
there arrived fome news there, which f{oon engrofled
the thoughts of all the inhabitants, The firft thing
the new viceroy did, on his arrival at Lima, was to
find out fure and fpeedy methods to re-eftablith order
and fubordination in that province; and, as though
he had forefeen the ill fuccefs of the expedition made
"by Don Balthazar Garcia Ros, he had, five weeks be-
fore his defeat, difpatched a courier to Don Bruno
Maurice de Zavala, with orders to repair, ig perfon,
to the Afflumption, with fufficient forces to reduce
the rebels; fend him Don Jofeph de Antequera under

" a ftrong efcort; and, till his further will could be -

known, eftablith in that province fuch a governor, as
the prefent circumftances required.

He charged the fame courief with a letter for
Father de Rocca, Provincial of the Jefuits, by which
he prayed and enjoined hig to fend to the govemolr{ of

, - 4 io
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Rio de la Plata as many Indian foldiers as he might
call upon them for; and they were fent him, aceord-
ingly, with the greateft diligence. Don Bruno ufed
equal diligence to execute the orders which he had
received. But, while he was making preparations
for his expedition, he thought proper to'give netice
of his commiffion to Don ?ofeph de Antequera, and
the fecular chapter of the Affumption, and likewife
of the permiflion given him by his excellency, to
pardon all thofe who fhould return, with a good
grace, to their duty. He, at the fame time, wrote
to the Coadjutor, to acquaint him with the meafures
he was taking for the pacification of the province;
and the Prelate, the moment he received 1t, fent it
by his fecretary to Antequera, who was already de-
liberating with his fecret council on the contents of
that addrefled to himfelf. ‘
THE viceroy’s promife had made fome impreflion
on feveral of the moft guilty ; but the excefles the
had been guilty of fince the date of his letter infpired
them with more terror, than his promifes did with
hopes. In particular, they could not prevail upon
themfelves to believe, that this Lord would ever for- *
give them the. expulfion of the geﬁ;its. As they,
therefore, could not -bring themfelves to take any
fixt refolution, they fent Don Ramon de las Llanas to
the Coadjutor, and charged him to do all that lay in’
his ‘power to gain that prelate over to their party.
Ramon, who fufpeéted nothing, and judged of othets
by himfelf, had the affurance to make the Prelate fo
ftrange a propofal. But the bithop received it in
fuch 2 manner as plainly fhewed how much he re-
fented it. : .
Don Josepu PavLos, after treating him with all
the indignation fo 'much impudence deférved, fpoke
to him with fo much goodnefs, and, at the fame time,
fo much force, on the- depth of the abyfs which h;
. R : an
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and his accomplices were digging out under their feet,
that, on his report, all or moft of thofe who had de-
puted him, after the Coadjutor had removed fome
difficulties which ftill prevented them, expreffed a
fincere refolution to fubmit. The two ruling. Re-
gidors, Don Anthony Ruez de Arrellano, and Don
- Jofeph de Urrunaga, the moft guilty of the rebels,
and two of the firft authors of all the milchief, pro-
mifed an entire obedience to the viceroy’s orcﬂrs,
whatever party Antequera might take ; and made
this promife on both knees at the feet of the Coadju-
tor, who took them up, embraced them with great
tendernefs, bathed them with his tears, and gave
them all the affurance of pardon they could wifh for.
Tuis ftep of the two officers, who, néxt to Don
Jofeph de Avalos, had the moft contributed to the
misfortunes of Don Diego de los Reyes, greatly
chagrined Antequera. For feveral days together, he
did nothing but endeavour to kee{» up the {pirits of
his party, by promifing effectually to prevent the
governor of Rio de la Plata being received in the
city. But the bifhop had much better fuccefs in his
endeavours to difconcert all his intrigues; fo that;
fearing to be abandoned by all his adherents, he, after
a long conference with the Prelate, gave him his
word, that he would fubmit.to gvery thing the fupe-
sior tribunals fhould require of him. He even wrote
to Don Bruno Maurice de Zavalz, that he might come
to the Affumption as foon as- he thought proper;
and that not only he fhould be received there without
any oppofition, but in a manner he fhould have all
the reafon in the world to be fatisfied with. The
whole corporation made the fame proteftation in a
common letter. Arrellano and Monticl, not fatisfied
with having figned along with the reft, wrote letters,
in their own particular names, in which they pro-
tefted, that, if they yiclded to part of what had been
: ' done

\
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done contrary to law, it was in order to be the better
able to ferve his Majefty. :
THEeRE are certain conjunctures, in which it is bue
prudent to pretend, at leaft, to believe fuch criminals
mnocent, as might flill do a great deal of milchief if
their fubmiffion was refufed ; juft as it is often proper
to leave an opening for an enemy that feems defirous to
retire, when defpair might furnith him with ftrength
enough to make thofe who had pufhed him to ex+
tremities repent their imprudence. But then great
wifdom is requifite, not to be miftaken on fuch occa+
fions,. and know who one has to deal with, Don
Bruno, who was uprightnefs itfelf, was thus deceiv~
ed, by not being able to perfuade himfelf, that thofe
he had to deal with fought only to lay a fhare for _
him. Accordingly, he declared publickly, on the
- ftrength of the letter received on the road from the
two Regidors, that he did not doubt of their inno-
cence; for he afterwards difcovered, though a little
too late, that he had been in too great a hurry to
believe them in earneft. S .
He did not, indeed, judge fo favourably of An.
tequera’s fubmiffion, as he was better acquainted
with him ; and knew very well, that, if he promifed
to receive him at the Aflumption, it was becaufe he
faw himfelf on the point of being abandoned by moft
of his adherents, and, therefore, defpaired of being
able to prevent it. In fact, Antequera foon laid afide
all his fears; for, having taken notice to the officers
of the city, that the orders which the viceroy had
addreffed to the governor of Riode la Plata had not
pafled by the channel of the royal aundience of Char-
cas, the impreflion, which this refleCtion appeared
to make on them, determined him not to pay any
regard to the: promifes fear had extorted from him.
THe better to engage his adherents not to defert

him, he took particular pains to perfuadg them, that
Don
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Don Bruno would never forgive their having caufed
Don Diego to be carried off from a town within
his government, nor their having driven from the
- Affamption the Jefuits, whofe panegyrift the gover~
rior on all occafions publickly declared himfelf; that
they were ftill more in the wrong to rely on the pro-
mifes of the Coadjutor, who was no lefs devoted to
thefe religious, and whofe whole condu¢t tended to
ruin thofe who had a hand in their expulfion ; but he
found it impoffible to banifh' the fears of moft of
thofe whom the bithop had detached from him. He
then attetnpted to call a general affembly, as he had
done in regard to Don Balthazar’s march; but the
Regidors, Don Martin de Chavarri, and Don John -
Cavallero de ‘Anafco, affifted by Arrellano and Ur-
runaga, found means to preventit. '
As he, therefore, could no longer reckon upon alt
. thofe whom he thought he had engaged beyond &
flibility of retreating, he turned all his attention to
the army, with fo much the ftronger hopes of fuccefs,
as Ramon de las Llanas had already anfweted for the
inviolable attachment of the Alguazil Major, Don
%ehn de Mena, his fon-in-law, of the ferjeant major,
on Joachim Ortizz de Zaraté, and another officer
called Fernand de Curtido. But the Regidors,
Cavallero de Anafco, and Martin de Chavarri, fup-
ported by Arrellano and Montiel, had been before-
hand with him, fo that not an officer ventured to de-
clare himfelf. The only thing he could do, in thefe
difagreeable circumftances, was to invent fome new
method to alarm the people. He, therefore, caufed
a report to be fpread, that two armies of Guaranis and
* Charuas, headed by Jefuits, were preparing to make
an irruption into the province.. Though this was a
moft improbable ftory, an univerfal terror immedi-
ately feized the minds of the populace. But the Coad-
Jjutor having obliged him to fend out fome detach-
- ments to fcour the country, at the fame time t‘aantr he
ent”’
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- fent himfelf fome perfons, upon whom he could de-
pend, on the fame errand; the return of both one
and the other, without feeing any thing, immediately
diflipated all their apprehenfions. '

ANTEQUER A Was {o enraged to fee this new contri-
vance of his defeated, that he'fell into the greateft
fury againft the two Regidors, whom he every where
found 1n his way ; and who, in conjunion with the
Coadjutor, broke all his meafures. He had fome
thoughts of fending them to prifon, and making
them pay the fine of ten thoufand crowns for hawing.
difobeyed the edi¢t of the royal audience of Char-
cas, of which we have {o often feen him avaijl himfelf,
But this- party was too firong; and he had, befides,
too much to fear from the Coadjutor, to attempt
fuch a coup d’eclat. He, therefore, refolved to glofe
m with thefe two officers, the better to influence the
clettion of Alcaldes, which was now on the point
of being made for the year 1725. He accordingly
contrived matters fo well, as to make the choice fall.
on Ramon de las Llanas, and Joachim Ortez de Za-
raté, the two men he could moft depend upon.

BOOK
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B O O K "XIL

Don Bruno Maurice de Zavala arrives at Corrsentes,
New intrigues of Antequera;, baffled by the Coadjutor.
Antequera embarks on tbe Paraguay. Don Bruno ar-
rives at the Affumpiion ; enlarges Don Dsego 5 names
Dox Martin de Borua governor of Paraguay; and
then returns to Bucnos Ayres. Coadjutor’s lester to
the King. Tbe -rebellion breaks out again. Bold
ation of Antequera. The King apposnis Don Bar-
thelmi de Aldunate governor of Paraguay. Don Bar-
thelmi’s project for altering the government of the
reductions. He lofes the governmemt. King orders
the Jefuits to be re-cRablifbed at the Affumption, and
puts the Parana redultions snder the government of
Rio de La Plata.  Jefusts re-cftablifbed. Bebavionr
of Antequera at Corduba. Viceroy gives orders for

" taking bim dead or alive. He ¢fcapes and gets

" - t¢ La Plata. Arrefied there, and fent under a
Srong guard to Lima; allowedgreat liberty there, and
makes a very bad ufe of 1t. King orders bim 1o be
tried, and the fentence on bim executed at Lima. A
Commiffary at the Affumption. "Don Ignatius Soroeta
"~ named governor of Paraguay. A new fachon there,
under the name of Commune ; sn/ult the new governor
- on bis arrival ; oblige bim to leave the Capital ; endea-
vour to get bis papers into their bands. The Coadjutor
returns. Violences of the Commune. The govern-
ment new modelled into a Junto. The Oracle of 5t ar-
refed, and fent prifoner to Buenos Ayres efcapes into
Brazil. New troubles at the AfJumption. The Pre-
JSident of the Funto takes refuge in the redullions,
New attempts agasnft the Fefusts. The Coadjutor re-
surns to the Affumption. Rebels endeavour to get
themfelves authorifed by the Royal Audience of Charcas,
The return of Don Ignatius de Soroeta to Lima baftens
the proceedings againfi Antequera. Semtence againf

bim
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bim and Don Jobn de Mena, another rebel. Bebaviour
of Antequera on 4ts beixg read to bim. Retralls all be
bad faid agatnfi the Fefuits, and calls for one of them
to confefs him. Tumult at Lima, occafiomed by bis
. Jewtence.  He is fbot fo death, by tke viceray's orders,
in bis way to the place of execution, to prevemt an
¢fcape; and then bebeaded on 1be Jeaffold.  Don :7olm
de Mena bebeaded likewsfe.

1725, ON BRUNO Maunce de Zavala was
1729. fill at Buenos. Ayres, where fome pref-
M~ fing affairs had detained him longer than he
expected, fo that he could not fet out till the begm-
ing of January, 17255 nor could he take out of it
above fifty foldiers. In his way through Santafe, he
engaged an officer, called Don Martin de Borua, a
native of Barcelona, to follow him; and even then,
refolved to confer an” him the government of Para-
guay, according to the power lie had received for that
purpofe from the viceroy, when he fhould have pa-
cified that province. He afterwards received feve-
ral informations during his march, that Aptequera
was making preparations ta dipute the paffage of the
‘Tebequari ; and, though he gave no credit to them,
he, nthxthﬁandmg, thought proper to ‘order two
‘hundred of the militia to hold themfelves in readi-
‘nefs to reinforce him.  Six.thoufand Indians had
been raifed by his orders in the reductians ; but he did
not think proper they fhould fet.out ta ;om, “till he
- had fent for him.

As foon as the pews of his arrival at Corrientes
reached the Afflumption, Antequera, feconded by the
.two new Alcaldes, at length found means to perfuade
feveral - perfons, that Don Bsuno confidered the inha-
bitants of the capital as a parcel ¢ of rebels, fince he
marched with anarmy at lus heels; and that, to en-

ter thc province, he only waited the arrival of feveral
barks

B
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barks loaded with arms and ammunition. He then
engaged the fecular chapter to prefent a petition to
the Coadjutor, to'beg of him to perfuade the gover-
nor riot to enter the province in an hoftile manner.
This petition was prefented to the Bifhop by the firft
Alcalde, Don Ramon de las Llanas, who put all
thefe fprings in motion at the inftigation of Ante-
quera; for Antequera himfelf pretended not to in-
‘termeddle in any thing; waiting to take his party, as
circumftances might require. His defign was, in
cafe Don Bruno approached the " Affumption with
- an army, to difpute all the paffes with him, on pre-
tence that the inhabitants of this city did not de-
ferve to be treated as enemies; and then, in cafe he
difbanded his troops, to alt otherwife as he found it
his intereft. o '
- 'Tue Coadjutor anfwered Ramon, thathe was greatly
aftonithed at the proceedings of thofe who had de-
puted him, as they thereby gave juft grounds te
. fufpe, that they harboured fentiments not confiftent
with their duty; then, reflecting that, if heabfolutely
refufed to do what was required of him, thofe that
'were ill difpofed might poflibly preceed to fome dif-
agreeable extremities, he promifed the Alcalde to
employ his good offices to prevail on Don Bruno to
enter the town with no trpops but his guard. But,
on Ramon’s acquainting him with a report fpread
over the province, of theKing’s having fent'orders ve-
‘ry different from thofe with which the Viceroy' had
charged the Governor of Rio deLa Plata, and that
his Majefty had even annulled his commiffion, he fo
effeCtually proved the falfehood of this rumour, ‘as not
to leave Ramon any room to reply. The Prelate
even brought him to ows, that the beft thiog his par-
"ty could do, in the prefent pofture of affairs, was to
fend and renew to'Don Bruno the affurances that al-
' ' o ' . ready
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ready had been given to him, of an entire and fpeedy
obedience: o - '

__.He fpoke in the fame ftrain to thofe who had de-
puted Ramon ; upon which ‘they immediately wrote
to the governor of Rio de La Plata, that he fhould
fend among them none but faithful fervants to his
Majefty ; and thathe himfelf fhould be received with
all the honours due to a perfon of his rank, and one
charged with the orders of the Viceroy ; but that they -
befeeched him to vifit them as a Father, and not as
the General of an-army fent to engage an enemy,
or chaftife rebels. Don Bruno mage anfwer, that, .
theough he did not imagine he fhould have any occafion
for an army to force his way into the province, he
could not help thinking it inconfiftent with decency to
oblige hitn to fend back his barks and the detachment
that had followed him from Buenos Ayres, efpecially
the barks, as he fhould want them to return with
greater fafety and expedition to his government,
when he had finithed the bufinefs which had obliged
him to leave it. - ' '
. ANTEQUERA thought he might ward this laft
blow, by propagating a new fable, which he had in-
‘vented to carroborate that concerning the repeal of
Don Bruno’s powers. The better to play .his game, -
he publithed it piece-meal, on pretence that he did:
not hear all the particulars of it together. He be-
.gan by faying, that one of his domefticks was already
arrived at Corduba with difpatckes from the Vice-
roy, Which continued him in the Government. Some

‘days after, he told fome perfons, as a great fecret,

that what obliged the Viceroy to give Don Bruno

‘the powers he had fent to him, was his difcovering,
* that the edi€ts publithed in the name of the late
Viceroy had been forged by his Secretary, who was |

thereupon condemned tolofe his hand. But he gave out
publicly, that the Governor of Rio de La Plata:l wva(si
ordere
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ordered back to Spain, and another Officer already
fet out to réplace him. ‘
He contrived, that the letters containing all this
intelligence fhould be brought him, as it were, from
Santate by pretended Couriers, and always delivered
to him in the prefence of a great many perfons ; and
then, on opening them, pretended to be thunderftruck
with their contents; and handed them to read to
thofe about him, fo that no one harboured the leaft
fufpicion of any falfe play. But then they were his
accomplices, whom he deluded in this manner.
The guilty feldom call in doubt any thing that
flatters them with impunity. It was while Anteque-
ra was playing this game, that Don Bruno’s anfwer
arrived. Ramon, however, having taken great pains
to know from the courier who brought it, if he had
not heard at Corrientes fomething of what they wrote
from Santafe, was greatly ﬁlrpriFed at his an{wering,
that he heard nothing of it till he got near the Af-
fumption. _ . .
Uron this, the Alcalde, calling to mind what the
Coadjutor had told him of the reports daily invented
to ftir up the people, concluded, that thofe in queftion
fprang from the fame fource. But he was one of
thofe unhappy men, who deliver themfelves up to
wickednefs through tafte, and find no pleafure but
in trouble and diforder. Antequera, who knew him,
and ftood in need of a man like him, willing to co-ope-
rate in-any meafures that {hould be propofed him,
made him put on a military habit; put a Command-
ant’s ftaff into his hand ; and ordered him to vifit all
the caftles in the neighbourhood of the capital, and
take the propereft meafures to hinder Don Bruno
from making himfelf mafter of them. '
TroucH he had recommended great fecrecy to
him, the Coadjutor foon got intelligence of his de-
parture, and difpatched Doctor John Fernandez,
Vor. II. P ' Canon
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Canon of the cathedral and parifh prieft of Tabati,
where moft of the militia of the province refided, to
engage his parifhioners, by whom he was greatly be-
loved, not to obey any orders but thofe of Don Bru-
no Maurice de Zavala. This they readily promifed ;
" o that, when Ramon came there a few days after, in-
" order to make the militia take up arms, no one
. would liften to him. The Prelate now thought it
:high time to employ the arms of the church,
to contain within the bounds of ‘their duty a people,
whom others. were daily employing every method -
they could think of to drive into rebellion. He,
therefore, affembled hischapter ; and, with their ad-
vice, publithed a mandate, by which he declared, that -
whoever fhould excite the leaft motion tending to
hinder the governor of Rio de La Plata from being
received in the city, fhould be deemed excommunica-
ted 1pfo faélo, as a violator of the oath of allegiance,

which every fubject is fuppofed to have taken to his

fovereign. .
. A LETTER received from Don Bruno a few days
after the publication of this mandate, and which was
dated the firft of March, confirmed the falfe-
hood of the reports, that had been fpread concerning
him, and ftript Antequera of the little credit he
had ftill left. This he immediately perceived ; and,
therefore, concluding it was high time for him
to retire to fome place of fafety, he caufed three cha-
loupes to be got ready; and fent on board them
forty foldiers very well armed. But, before he em-
barked himfelf; he went to the Camp-mafter Montiel,
to per(uade him to follow him. For this purpofe,
he fhewed him a letter, which he had, he affirmed,
Juft received from Santafe, importing, that the revo- -
cation of Don Bruno’s commiflion would be the
* means of faving the life of Montiel, whom that Ge-
neral was refolved to have publickly ftrangled.

THOUGH
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THouGcH Montiel had not altogether approved
every part of Antequera’s conduét, he had ferved
him well on feveral occafions ; and had - even follow-
ed him in his expedition againft Don Balthazar Gar-
cia Ros. This wasa capital crime, and fo much more
unpardonable in him, than in many others, on account
of his employment, that he made flight of the pro-
mifes given by Don Bruno and the Coadjutor ; not
fufficiently refletting, that, by accompanying Ante-
quera in his ﬂi%ht, he excluded himfelf from the ge-
neral pardon folemnly promifed to all thofe, who
fhould return to their duty. The Alguazil Major,
Don John de Mena, embarked likewife with Ante-
quera. But he had a great deal more reafon to be
under apprehenfions than Montiel.  Accordingly,
he refolved to follow his General’s fortune to the end.
We fhall fee prefently what end they, at laft, ar-
rived at.

Tuese two men could be fo much the more fervice-
able to Antequera, as he had lately conferred on the
firft the agency of the militia; and on the fecond,
‘that of the province;. both titles attended with
very great authority. Antequera, likewife, en-
gaged feveral of the Indian towns in the neigh-
bourhood of the Aflumption to fend him their
Alcaldes. His defign in this, he faid, was to com-
pofe, of all thefe officers, akind of court of Juftice, to
watch, he faid, over the interefts of the Indians, whofe
protector he was in all the provinces fubjet to the
JurifdiGtion of the Royal audience of Charcas. But,
in fa&, it was only to have in them fo many hofta-
ges for the fidelity of their towns; for, notwith-
ftanding his retreat, he was far from renouncing the go-
vernment of Paraguay, in which he flattered himfelf
that the Royal audience of Charcas, of which he wasa
member, could reinftate him.

\ P2 . He



212 THE HISTORY

He even again notified, before his departure, to
the fecular chapters of the Affumption, the dectee of
that fuperior court, which he had always laid fo
much ftrefs upon; and, after declaring to them, that
by letting Don Bruno Maurice de Zavala erter the
province, and receiving a governor of his appoint-
ment, they would fubje¢t themfelves to the penalty
mentioned in it, he threatened, with all the weight
of his indignation, thofe, who fhould refufe to ac-
knowledge himfelf for their governor. He left fecret
inftructions with the two ruling Alcaldes, to- fhut
up all the avenues of the province againft Don
Bruno; or, if this could not be compaffed, for throw-
ing fo many obftacles in his way, that he thould be
obliged to return without executing his commiffion.
At length, he embarked the 5th of March, carrying
with him two flaves, whom he had obliged the Fa-
thers of St. Dominick to fell him. But, one of them
having dropt dead at his feet the moment he got on
board the chaloupe, he thought proper to fend the
other back to his old matfters. o

TuiNkiNa it his duty to fay fomething by way of
comforting the people, who were gathered in crowds
to fee him go off, he affured them, that they fhould
foon fee hirh triumph over all his enemies, and rein-
ftated, with honour, in his government by the Viceroy
himfelf, whofe name was abufed to perfecute him.
As foon as his veflel put off, a meffenger was dif-
patched to Don Bruno to give him notice of it, and to
acquaint him, that he had given the ftaff of command
‘to the Alcalde, Don Ramon de las Llanas. Ramon
was refolved to ufe it for the purpofes for which he
had received it ; but the Coadjutor, who caufed him
to be watched very narrowly, broke all his meafures;
and even obliged him to carry the ftaff of command
to Don Bruno, who was now drawing near the capi--
tal, and entered it the 24th of April. 5

* ON
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Don Bruno was for going, the fame day, tothe pri-
fon where Don Diego was confined, in order to
take him out of it. Bat he was advifed to de-
fer it a little, in order not to give any umbrage to
thofe,. who had declared moft openly againft that un-
" .fortunate gentleman. The fecond of May, he fent to
notify his orders to the corporation, who received
them with refpec, and unanimoufly promifed to obey
them. They even, the better to demonftrate
the fincerity of their promife, fent him the laft
edi¢t of Don Jofeph de Antequera, by which he for-
" -bid them to let him into the City. Upon this, he
concluded, that all the inhabitants were returned to
their duty; declared the choice he had made of Don
_ Martin de Barua to govern the province, till the King
-had named another governor ; -and went to take Don .
Diego out of prifon, recommending to him, however,
by the Coadjutor’s advice, not to appear abroad, nor

even receive any vifits, till he entirely recovered his
bealth, which a fourteen months imprifonment had
‘§rcatly impaired, and was ftrong enough to fet out
or Buenos Ayres. The Prelate judged this precaution
requifite to fecure the public tranquillity. The offi-
" cers, whom Antequera had depofed or fufpended, were
Jikewife reinftated ; the effects of thofe, who had been -
fined, were reftored to them; and all thofe, who had
retired to the country to avoid the perfecution, or the
neceflity of becoming the accomplices of his criminal
proceedings, had notice fent them to return. '
Do~ Bruno was afterwards for raifing the fine of
four thoufand crowns, impofed by the Viceroy upon
thofe, who fhould openly oppofe the executian of his
‘orders. Bat the Coadjutor prevailed on him to defer
it, till his Excellency had anfwered a letter, which he
had written to him in their favour. As Don Bruno,
.therefore, had now nothing more to do in the province
of Paraguay, he fet out for Buenos Ayres, after
SR P3 ., caufing
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caufing Don Martin de Barua to be received ‘in qua-
lity of governor. The Coadjutor made ufe of this
opportunity to inform the King of the happy iffue
of this important affair; and I think it my duty to
infert his letter, though a very long one, as it
may ferve to prove and clear up what I have faid
concerning the troubles of this province.

¢ SIRE, ,

¢« I have the honour to give your Majefty an
« account of the lamentable condition in which I
« found this province on my arrival, through the vi-
“ olences and injuftice of the proteCtor of the Indi-
« ans of your Royal audience of Chuquifaca ¥, Don
« Jofeph de Antequera, named Judge Inquifitor
¢ againft the governor of it, and his adherents.
« They are fuch, without, exaggeration, as can only
“ be attributed to men, who have entirely loft
¢ the ufe of reafon, confidering the manner in
“ which they have alted, contrary to all laws both
“ human and divine, fo far as to take up arms againft
“ your Lieutenant, Don Balthazar Garcia Ros;
¢ oppofe his fignifying the orders of the Viceroy of
« thefe kingdoms; and even deftroy his army, of
« which they killed eighteen hundred Indians and
¢ feveral Spaniards ; and drive from their college the
« religious of the company of Jefus, by eretting a
¢ battery of canon againft it and their church, to
¢ beat them both down in cafe of a refiftance.

“ THE principal author of thefe facrilegious and
¢ tyrannical attempts was the faid Don Jofeph de-An-
“ tequera, who, to maintain himfelf in.the govern-
« ment he had vufurped, found means tosgain feveral
* members of the fecular chapter and of the army;

* | have already taken notice, that this was the firft name given
to La Plata. '

113 and
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- and many of the principal inhabitants of this city,
“ by promifing to give them, in command, the Indi-
“ ans of the feven redutions under the condut of
“ the fathers of the company ; and put thefe Indians
under the care of fecular priefts. In this, Sire,
he not only had in view to maintain himfelf in the
“ government in defiance of the Viceroy’s orders,
“ %ut to enrich himfelf in a fhort time by unlawful
and tyrannical methods, at the expence of the poor

(13
(14

“
«

“ plaints, and by the incredible treafures he had
« amafled in fo fhort a time, as may be feen by the
feizure made of them by orders from the fuperior
 tribunals.

<«

“ Tuese fcandalous diforders have produced that |

« great poverty to which the f"provincc is reduced,
“ and an almoft total decay of piety and religion;
« the expulfion of the fathers of the company
« having interrupted the inftruction of youth, and the
« practice of good works, -which thefe fervent minif-
¢ ters of the Lord maintained by word and example.
¢ The common enemy has made ufe of Don Jofeph
« de Antequera and his accomplices to do all this
<« mifchief ; and it is what makes me fo defirous
< that the fighs, I cannot help fending forth in the
- ¢ bitternefs of my foul, may reach the ears of yourMa-
“ jefty, that you may put a ftop to the caufes of them.
"« Tue means employed by Don Jofeph de Ante-
« quera to expel thefe fathers were the moft iniqui-
¢ tous, that the moft malicious paflion could fuggeft.
"¢ They confifted of depofitions ftuffed with lies and
¢ calumnies againft them and .the Indians, who
% live under their conduct in virtue of the decrees of
« your Majefty .and your auguft anceftors; and
"¢ thefe lies and ‘calumnies were fupported by forge-
“ ries, againft’ which feveral of thofe’ whofe hands
¢ had been counterfeited have already complained.
‘ P4 « All

inhabitants, as plainly appears by their daily com-
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All this is further proved by the very members of
the fecular clergy, who had co-operated in this ini-
quity, and who are to be referred to your Majefty
in your Royal and fupreme council of the Indies,
and the fuperior tribunal of -thefe kingdoms; and,
though it is no new thing to fee depofitions full

of fictions fpring up in this unhappy province,

depofitians, whofe authors were afterwards con-
victed by the Minifters, whom your Majefty’s
auguft anceftors fent to examine into the truth of
them, nobody ever carried their boldnefs to fuch 3
height as Don Joﬂeph de Antequera and his adhe-
rents, in their imputations againft apoftolical men,
who never fpare themfelves on any occafion, . in
which the glory of God, - Your Majefty’s fervice, or
the welfare of your fubje&s are concérned. .

“ It is enough, Sire, to fay, that Don Jofeph de
Antequera and thofe of his fattion have boafted,
that they had nothing in view but the fervice of
your Majefty, which, according to them, requires,
that the Indians fhould have none but fecular priefts
to their paftors, and fhould, likewife, be given in
command to the inhabitants of this city, to be em-
ployed, not only in the trade of the herb of Para-
guay at half profit, and in the cultivation of their
fields, but even as flaves. They added, that it
was requifite to increafe their tribute; to oblige
them to pay tithes; and hinder them from’ carry-
ing the herb to Santafe, as they have hitherto done ;
in virtue of the orders of the Catholick Kings, in
order to have wherewith to pay their tribute,
which they have hitherto pun¢tually done. Now,
in regard to all thefe points, Ican affirm, with the
greateft regard to that fincerity, from which [
fhould never deviate confidering the charatter with
which I am invefted, efpecially in an affair of fo
much importance, that, if thofe who hold this lap-

<« guage
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guage had undertaken the total deftruétion of all
thefe dottrines, and of the miffions of the moft
flourithing Chriftianity, and the moft ufeful to
your Majefty, of any you have in America, they
could not have chofen a furer method to effect it,
In fa&, I know for certain, that if the Indian
towns under the fpiritual diretion of fecular Priefts,
or thofe even of my own order, are entirely ruined;
that, if they are depopulated to fuch a degree, that
nothing is to be feen in them but poor widows,
whofe hufbands have perithed under.the exceffive
labours with which their encommanderoes had op-
prefled them ; that, if the married women in them
are whole years without feeing their hufbands; it
muft be all attributed to the cuftom of giving them
in command. For it may be truly affirmed, that
fuch is the hard fate of all the Indians given in
command, that they muft pay to their encomman-
deroes the half of the herb of Paraguay and all the
other articles they gathér, It isthis, that has, ina.
manner, turned t{leir. towns into defefts ; and, to be
convinced of it, we need only compare their pre-
fent condition, with what it was under the’ firft
encommanderoes, It is, at prefent, a difficult
matter to reckon them by tens in towns, where
they were formerly to be reckoned by hundreds. |
“ SEcoNDLY, it is evident, that to oblige the Indians
of the Reductions to pay tithes, which Ihave been
mott earneftly folicited to make thent do, ‘would be
a great obftacle to their prefervation and encreafe.
The proof Ihave of itis, that thofe directed by fe-
cular priefts and the religious of St. Francis have ne-
ver paid them ; and that their towns, notwithftand-
ing, are depopulated to the degree I have mep-

‘tioned. I'add, thatit would be'dangerous to make

their yoke heavier, becaufe, with all their induftry,
and al] the zeal and ceconomy of their paftors, ‘the
o T % moft

/
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“ moft they can do is to pay the tribute impofed on
% them.. Nothing can be more frivolous, than what
“ has been hitherto advanced to fupport the contrary
¢ opinion, which is entirely founded on a paffion
« for growing rich. .

“ As to the propofal made for hindering thofe
¢ Indians to-carry to Buenos Ayres, or Santafe,
¢ twelve thoufand arrobes of the herb of Paraguay,
“ it proceeds merely from the bad will of fome
“ inhabitants of this city; and I prove it by two
« reafons. The firft is, that thefe twelve thoufand
“ arrobes do not, in any fhape, interfere with the
¢ commerce carried on by the Spaniards, that of Pa-
“ raguay being of a much dearer kind than what is
« gathered in the Reductions. The fecond is, that
¢ thefe Indians could neither. pay their tribute, nor
“ buy wine for their altars, -ornaments for their
¢.churches, iron or other things which they cannot
“ do without, were they hindered from felling that
“ quantity. As to the reft, their churches are as
¢« f{pacious, as handfome, and as well adorned, as the
¢ cathedrals of Peru; I fay of Peru, for I found
¢ thofe of ‘the Affumption and the ornaments
« belonging to them o nafty, that I was obliged to
¢ burn the latter. But then I have procured others,
“ at my own expence,” as rich and as decent, as

¢ any to be feen in Peru. .
"% In fhort, Sire, it is notoriois, that what prin-
“ cipally induced Don’ Jofeph de Antequera and thofe
" ¢ of his party_ to drive the Jefuits out of their college,
“ was not, .as they loudly declared, their dif-
“ turbing the publick peace,” and behaving trea-
% fonably towards your Majefty.  All they fought by
“ thefe enormous calumnies; was to put a glofs, in
“ the eyes of.the people, on their refentment againft
"¢ thefe Fathers, for having fupplied your lieu-
¢ tenant, Don Balthdzar Garcia Ros, with fome al;i
foe . 17 me
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med Indians, as though it were to difturb the peace

of the .province and commit treafon to obey the

orders of the Viceroy and the Governor of Bue-

nos Ayres. But thefe accufations ferved to fafi-

nate the eyes of the multitude, and to prevent their
feeing the difference between the lives of thofe

paflionate men, and the lives of thefe holy reli-

gious, whofe good examples might have ferved to

prevent the enormous excefles committed by

them. ’

« It is likewife true, that Don Jofeph de Ante-

quera found a great number of the inhabitants of
the city fufficiently difpofed to fecond him, as

they inherited from their anceftors a great averfion
to the Jefuits, for having oppofed their endeavours
to fubmit to perfonal fervice fo many thoufand
Indians, whom thefe Fathers had converted to our
holy religion, knowing in what manner they treat-
ed thofe in corhmand; that is to fay, like flaves
and beafts of burden. The ardour of their ‘zeal
could not bear this tyranny. Is is now a hundred
years, fince they began to make thefe complaints,
which have produced fo many groundlefs de-
pofitions. The inhabitants of this city have
been a hundred times forced to acknowledge the

.injuftice and falfehood of them; and it is time,

Sire, that your Majefty fhould put a ftop to this
diforder, and reprefs the boldnefs of the calum-
niators, left the impunity they have hitherto en-
Joyed fhould precipitate them into eternal damna-

‘tion § it'is time you fhould procure to men truely

apoftolick a lafting tranquillity; for they have
not enjoyed any for this century, during which
they have been féveral times dragged before your
tribunals, and conftantly taken up in defending
their -innocence, the honour of their company,
“-and
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and their poor Indians againft the continual per-
fecution of the inhabitants of Paraguay.

“ 1 suaLL now drop thefe odious matters for
more comfortable objefts. I give your Majefty:
the agreeable news of the pacification of this pro-
vince without bloodfthed, by the prudent conduct
of the Governor of RlO de la Plata, Don Bruno
Maurice de Zavala, who, in obedience to the
prefﬁn% orders of Don Jofeph Armendaris, Mar-
quis of Caftel Fuerte, your Viceroy, came here
with fufficient forces -for - that purpofe, having
with him upwards of eight hundred Spaniards,

~and about fix thonfand Indians of the Reductions

under the diretion of the Fathers of the company,
who would -have fent him a greater number had
they been wanted. But the divine goodnefs dif-
pofed all things with fo much fweetnefs, that Don
Bruno was received, without oppofition, .and: met
with no difficulty in executing the Viceroy’s orders;

{o- that there was no occafion to ﬁre {o much as a
fingle mutket,

. It is true, that I had prevnouﬂy exerted myfeif
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to foften thefe hardened hearts; and was happy
gnough to make them fenfible of the obedience
they owed to thofe, who immediately reprefented
the perfon of your Majefty. I had, likewife, the

good fortune to oblige ‘Don- Jofeph ‘de . Ante-

quera to Tetire before Don Bruno’s arrival ; ‘per-
fuaded as I was, that, if he continued in-the city,

: .1t would be xmpoﬂible to re-eftablith peace with-

out making ufe of violent methods. I thank the
Lord, as I ought, forfuch- unexpecled fuccels;

and Icongratula.e your Majefty upon it, befeech-

ing the Almighty to prolong your life and increafe
your dominions, for the good of Chriftendom.

At the Affumption of Paraguay, the 25th of May,
AR5

“ Brother
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<« Brother Jofeph, Bithop of Tatulium,
¢« Coadjutor of Paraguay.”.

Tue Royal audience of Charcas had already written
to this Prelate concerning the expulfion of. thcr]efuits,
and directed to the Chapter a commiffion, in form of
a Senatus confultum, to re-eftablifh thefe religious in
their college. The Coadjutor, in his anfwer to thie
Sovereign court, which is of the fame date with his
letter to the King, gave them to underftand, that
their orders, as likewife thofe of the. Viceroy, had
been received by all ranks and perfons with the
greateft refpet; notwithftanding which, . he did not
think it yet time to recall the Jefuits to the Aflump--
tion, 'and that for two reafons. * One, fays his Lord-
fhip, that it will be firft requifite to refute the
calumnies invented to eclipfe the fplendor of fo holy
and fo wife a fociety, whofe worthy members attempts
had been made to reprefent as traitors to his Majefty,
difturbers of the publick peace, and authors of the
Tebiquary war, as appears by the edifts publithed
againft them. The other, that thefe Fathers
have applied for juftice, not only to your Lordfhips,
but likewife to the fupreme Council of the
Indies, :and the Sovereign Pontiff; and they
are firmly refolved not to. re-enter .their colle-
ges without a fpecial order from “their General.
However, I fhall acquaint their Provincial with your
Lordfhip’s zeal for their re-eftablithment.” In another
letter, which-he wrote three days after the forego-
ing, and forwarded in the fame packet, he fays;
* Since I fealed my letter, I received notice from the
Secular Chapter, that they,had come to a refolution to
reprefent to your Lordfhips the motives, which de-
termined them not to confent, that I fhould folicit
the Provincial of the Jefuits, as it had, before been
agreed between us, to fend his religious back to
g < their
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their college ; and I thought it my duty to inform
your Lordthips of this alteration, 8&c.”

IN fa®t, this peace, upon which the Bithop had
congratulated his Catholick Majefty, was no more
than a deceitful calm, which was foon followed by a
ftorm a great deal more furious than that which had
been allayed. This the Governor of Buenos Ayres fuf-
pected fomething of, before his departure from Para-
guay. He even privately acquainted fome perfons
with his fufpicions. He expected, perhaps, that the
new governor he had appointed would confirm what
he had done, by following the inftrutions he had
left him; but he foon found that he had made a bad
choice. Every onc was furprized, that he had faid
nothing of re-eftablifhing the Jefuits. But, befides
his not having any orders for that purpofe from the
Viceroy, he knew that the Coadjutor had removed -
the affair to the tribunal of the Royal Audience,
which feemed to have it greatly at heart. -

- In fa&, as foon as a firft letter written by this
Prelate,. and dated the firft of November of the pre-
ceding year, had reached La Plata, the Attorney
General Don Pedro Vafquez de Velafco made his re-
port of it to the court, who, on the credit of his con-
clufions, gave their moft pofitive orders about it.
There were, however, fome very furprizing things
in Don Pedro’s report; for he ftill fuppofed Don
Diego de los Reyes convicted of all the crimes with
which his enemies had charged him ; confidered the
depofition of the Curate of Yaguaron as a regular
proceeding ; and pretended, that Don Jofeph de An-
tequera had a right to confifcate the patrimonial ef-
feéts of Don Auguftin de los Reyes, though thefe
“effeCts had ferved as a title to procure him Deacon’s
orders. Thefe are the points anfwered by the Co-
adjutor in his Jetter of the 25th of May," which I have
already cited. ' :

b T T
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- It is, indeed, very furprizing, that DonPedro Vaf- .
ques de Velafco, in the fame difcourfe, in which he
fpeaks of Antequera’s revolt and the expulfion of
the Jefuits as two unexampled proceedings, which
nothing could juftify, fhould not exprefs the leaft
fufpicion of his having equally prevaricated in regard
to Don Diego, Don Auguftin, and the Parith prieft
of Yaguaron, who was afterwards completely jufti-
fied. And, indeed, it is very probable, that it was
thefe remains of prejudice in the Royal Audience of
Charcas in favour of Antequera, whom they feemed
ftill to confider as having been the lawful governor of
Paraguay, that engaged the-Viceroy to-forbid that
tribunal, as we fhall prefently fee he did, to take any
further cognizance of the prefent affairs of Paraguay.

NoTtHING, however, can be ftronger than the terms
made ufe of in their decree againft Antequera in re-
gard to the two articles I have been fpeaking of,
concerning the finifter interpretation he had given to
their decree of the thirteenth of March 1723, and the
unworthy manner in which he had wreated the Fathers
de Ribera and Dufo, who had accempanied. their
Neophytes to the camp of Don Balthazar Garcia
Ros; adding, that they were very much furprized
he had never informed them of his motives for going
thefe lengths. But Antequera was now no longer at
the Affumption to execute their orders, though he
procured intelligence of them fooner than he could
have done if he had not as yet left it. -

THE courier, it feems, who was entrufted 6

with them, having heard, in his way through 72
Corduba, that Antequera was in that city, 1729
probably without knowing the caufe of his having left
the Affumption, carried him the packet,.though it
_ was not direted to him. Antequera, however, open-
ed it; and, after reading all the papers it contained,
and adding to them a letter for his moft intimate con-

' fidants,
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fidants, fealed it up again and forwarded it; and
there is great reafon to believe that all the tranfactions
we are about to relate, were the effe@s of the inftruc-
tions he gave them in that letter. It is, at leaft, cer-
tain, that the Coadjutor, to- whom the Royal Audi-
ence had written to the fame purport as to the Corpo-
ration, after engaging his Chapter to receive the Vice-
roy’s decree, fent to fummon the Secular Chapter to
conform to it. They promifed, at firft, to comply;
but two ecclefiafticks, declared friends of Anteque-
ra, intrigued fo well, that  when they came to de-
liberate regularly cn the affair, it was refolved by a
majority of"votes to make the ftrongeft reprefenta«
tions to the Royal Audience. ‘Thus, the authority
of this tribunal, .of which they had fo much availed
themfelves to refufe obedience to the orders of
the Viceroy, was equally flighted, when it could no
longer ferve to countenance their revolt.

TH1s behaviour, however, had a very good effect
upon the publick. It opened the eyes of a great
many perfons, whom means had been found to per+
fuade, that no fteps had been taken againft the
icfuits but with the confent of the Royal Audience.

ut, upon this, the enemies of thefe Fathers, to ftop
the mouths of thofe who earneftly called out for their
return, bethought themfelves of giving out, that
they themfelves abfolutely refufed to take poffeflion-
of their college again, and that it would be in vain
for the fuperior tribunals .to undertake to oblige
- them to it. Several perfons fwallowed this bait ; and
Father de Roca thought it his duty to write to the
Viceroy and the Royal Audience, that they were
mifinformed. - Nay, he waited on the Governor to
know, if he had not received fome difpatches that con-
cerned him; and to declare, that he fhould be always
ready to do every thing his Excellency might require

of him and his brethren.
THouGH
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T'rovcH Don Martin made anfwer, that he had re-
teived no orders from the Viceroy relating.to the fa—-‘
thers of the company, this ftep of the Provincial,
which he made no myftery of, greatly difconcerted
thofe, who affeted to fpread the report we have been
fpeaking of ; and their perplexity foon increafed,
on its being publicly known, that orders were juft
arrived from the Viceroy, even more prefling than
thofe of the Royal Audience, to re-eftablith the Je-
fuits without any further delay. It is probable, that
this nobleman knew nothing of the decree of the
Royal Audience, when he fent off hisedi¢t; for itis
certain, that he had before that forbid this court to
intermeddle in the affairs of Paraguay, as we are in»
formed by his anfwer to Father de la Rocca. - ’

SucH pofitive orders greatly alarmed the Gover-
nor, who had already begun to compofe memo-
rials againft the Jefuits, of which we fhall fpeak here-
after ; and, without openly fpeaking his mind, fuffici<
ently thewed how little he intended to ferve them.
‘This his uneafinefs, however, wasgreatly increafed by
- @ letter, which he foon after received from a friend in
Peru, informing him, that the Viceroy was in the
greateft paffion 1o hear, that, though nobody could
be ignorant how much he had at heart the re-efta-
blithment of the Jefuits at the Affumption, and the
execution of the orders he had given for that pur~
pofe, the leaft regard had not been paid to them;
and that his excellency even threatened to punifh, in
an exemplary manner, whoever fhould oppofe the
execution of them. But Don Martin, perhaps, had
-already heard, that the King had beftowed on anc-
ther the government, of which he had but a provi-
fional grant; fo that, having nothing more to fear
from the Viceroy, he might refift his orders with
‘impunity ; or at leaft gain time enough to elude
‘them. : ‘ : :

Vou. IL Q ~ One
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ONE thing is certain, which is, that, though this
nomination of a new Governor by Philip V. did not
take place, it kept Don Martin de Barua more than
a year longer in fufpenfe concerning his fate; and
that he thought he might avail himfelf of this uncer-
tainty, as well as of the imaginary dread of an .in-
furre€tion, which he made the moft of, not to prefs
the execution of the Viceroy’sorders. The Governor
named by his Majefty was a Captain of horfe of the
garrifon of Buenos Ayres, called Don Barthelmi de
Aldunate; a great Proje€tor, who had fent to the
Royal Council of the Indies a fcheme, upon which
he had built the hopes of an immenfe fortune. He
had fuffered himfelf to be intoxicated with a notion of
the great riches of the Jefuits of Paraguay, and of their
enjoying a fovereign empire over the Indians of the
Redu&ions. He had even ventured to affirm, that
he had, at laft, difcovered their treafures, which hi-
. therto had been fo often fought after to no purpofe.
The confidence, with .which he gave. thefe things
under his hand, made fiich an impreffion upon fome
perfons, who had intereft at court, that they procured
him the government of  Paraguay. .

. As foon as he received his commiffion, he wrote
to .the Royal Council of the Indies, to explain his
fcheme, which confifted ; 1ft. In eftablithing Spanith
Corregidors in all the Reductions of the Jefuits,
where there were, he faid, one hundred and fifty
thoufand Indians who paid nothing to the King; and
to order the Corregidors to raife the tribute on the
fame footing with that paid by all the Indians of the
Jurifdi¢tion of Peru. 2dly. To open to the Spaniards
the trade of all the Reduttions; in confequence of
which, he pretended, that the treafury would receive
enough to pay the garrifon of Buenos Ayres and all
the troops of* Chili. 3dly. To eftablith an office, at
the Aflumption, for receiving all the goods, which the
' o Indians
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Yodians thould pay by way of tribute, and for forward»
ing them to Santafe, there te be converted into cafh.
4thly. To give ftri¢t orders to the Corregidors, toens -
quire what arrears might be due, which, according to
him, amounted to a vaft fum; leaving, however, to
the Governors. a right to decide concerning the re-
port made by the Corregidors. :

A Counciy of the Indies was held on this project,

in prefence of theé King, on the 27th of March 1726 ;
and, on the 21ft of May, orders were given by his
Majefty, to difpatcch royal fchedules to the Go-
vernors of Paraguay and Rio de la Plata, command-
ing them to recover the arrears of taxes and tributes
due by the Indjans, each in his'own juri(dictian, and
conformably to the laws eftablithed in all his Peruvian
dominions; to enquire, why they had not been al-
Teady recovered ; and to give advice thereof to the
Viceroy, who, on his fide, .was to take care to exa-
mine mto the truth of the fa&s;“infpet into the be-
taviour of the Governors in this refpect ; and enforcé
the-execution of the prefent decree. ' ]
* ALDUNATE was no longer Governor of Paraguay,
when thefe fchedules arrived at Buenos Ayres. An
ugly fcrape he-got into in this city, while he was pre-
parmg for his journey to the Aflumption, after mak-
ing him poftpone his departure for fome time, caufed
‘his ‘commiffion to*be repealed. . By this means Don
Martin de ‘Barda remained in pofieflion of the go-
vernment of Paraguay, till the King named another
Governor ; and being ftill perfuaded, that, for the
reafon we have already mentioned, he might defer
the execution of the Viceroy’s orders in regard to
the re-eftablithment of the ]Xefuits, he flattered him-
felf with receiving thanks for not having expofed the
Province to a new revolt, by bringing about in too
gteat a hurry, what it was proper to poftpone to a
more favourable conjuncture. '

Q.2 It
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IT is, however, fcarce probable, that he fhould
believe, in good earneft, the reports fpread by certain
perfons, that the King had expreffed great joy at the
defeat of Don Balthazar Garcia Ros, and the expul-
fion of the Jefuits ; and even promifed to reward thofe
‘who had a hand in it. Be that as it will, thefe re-
ports were foon filenced by the arrival of a royal
fchedule, enjoining, that the Jefuits fhould be
immediately re-eftablithed in that college; and that
the Reductions of the Parana fhould be taken, till
further orders, from under the jurifdiction of the Go-
vernor of Paraguay, and put under that of the Go-
vernor of Rio de la Plata, in like manner with thofe
of the province of Uruguay. ‘
" In the mean time, Father de la Rocca took care
to inform the Viceroy of his converfation with Don
Martin de Barua. The Coadjutor, likewife, wrote
to his excellency by the fame opportunity, to com-
plain of the new obftacles, which were raifed, from
day to day, againtt the re-eftablithment of the Jefuits ;
and the Regidors Don Dennis de Oozatu, -Don
Andrew Benitez, Don John Cavallero de Anafco,
and Don Martin Chavarri, the lat of whom was,
befides, Camp-mafter general, backed his lordfhip’s
reprefentations. But the oppofite party, fufpetting
what they were about, fent, on their fide, new infor-
mations to his excellency, all loaded with calumnies
againft thefe Religious, in hopes his excellency
would, by fo much oppofition, be, at laft, brought to
rencunce his defign in their favour. But they great-
ly deceived themfelves; for, after writing to the
Coadjutor apnd the Regidors to thank them for their
zeal, he wrote to Don Martin de Barua in the follow-
ing terms : -
“« At

(Y B
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“ At atime, when I took it for granted
that the Fathers of the company were in
poffeffion of the college of the Affumption, 729
from which they were facrilegioufly and violently
driven by Don Jofeph de Antequera, I hear that
my orders have not been obeyed; and that,
through, the intrigues of four or five private per-
fons, who would cover their refiftance -with the
honourable pretext of preferving the "peace and

. tranquillity of the province. But no reafons :can

‘corhe in competition with thofe for the re-eftablifh-
ment of a fociety, which has “converted,’ in: thefe
kingdoms, fo great a number of Infidels tg-tl}e
‘Catholick Religion, and has been, notwithitand-

“ing, fo uhworthily treated. * I, thereforé;* order

you, that, immediately after the receipt of -this
letter, you make every thing ready to re-eftablith
them with all the diftinétion*which juftice requires’;
for it is bat proper that, ‘thefe’ Religious having

,been expelled.in fo publick’ and fcandalous'a man-
“heér, their return fhould be artended with-all the

circumftances moft capable of making a full and

efitire reparation to an illuftrious company ; of in-
-fpiring the people with the veneration they owe it,
-and perfect 'y.reﬁorinfg its credit.

“ You muft, therefore, take care to communi-

 cate this order to the reverend Father lgnatius
‘de Ortega, Provincial of the faid company; ac-
“quaint him ' with the day appointed for 'its exe-

cution 3 ’give\ ‘notice of it to the fecular Chapter ;
and depofite this- letter among the archives of

“the town hoife, in order to'perpetuate the memo-
' ryof it. And; in cale any member of the faid Chap-

ter fhould dare oppofe thele orders, by way of reé-

-preféntation’or otherwife, directly or indirectly,’ you
“are to fufpend him from the exercife of higchg:ge; .
Ehcn feize upon his effects, and fend him prif aéf

(19 to
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- % to me under 3 ftrong guard, and at his own ex-
% pence ; - you are to treat, in the fame manner,
¢ every other refrattory perfon,. let him be who he
¢ will; and take notice,, that this is an abfolute ordet,
-¢¢ which will not admit of any interpretation or ex-
¢ cufe, But then, to enable you to execute it, I
« give you all the ngceflary powers; . the prefent
¢ allowing you to annul all refolutions. tp the contrary
¢ entered in the books of the fecular. Chapter. God
“ preferve you many yeafs, 8¢ et
. -, Tar Viceroy, befides his thanks to the
1728 - Coadjutor, and. the four Regidors in general
IT2% " for their .zeal in. o juft .a caule, gave the
1728 + Camp-mafter gencral, in particular, all the
authority requifite to ipfure pbedience to his orders,
in; cafe the Governor .fhould not be able, or thould
zot thew a difpofition, to execute them With as much
fpecd apd punctyality, .as his excellency required,
He, -likgwife, fept duplicates of all thcfe;d)_;fpa_tc esto
Don, Bruno Manrice, de Zavala, enjoining him; to
30t with sl his forces, in cate oF need; both th
Governor, of Pargguay and the Camp-mafter geneyal
Such, of .thofe difpatches, as came directly,  were
directed to the Coadjutgr, who immediately deliver.
ed theni with his own.hands, the 13th of February
372850, s N
. Dow;Martin_de Barya Could now. ho,longer refufs
10 obef, without throwing off the mafk ; which he
was,above all things williag to avoid ;, apd, therefare,
refolved yo do that witha good grace, which he copld
19 longer defer, doing. ... He tql%l"thp Coadjitor;, thas
his excelfency fhould have realon’to by, farishied with

-~

-~

the:magger in which. he obeyed his ordess... Heg\p"
tjng

pdinged the Wedngfdayof the follqwibg, weeky, b

s, 1§th of March, farhe reqe/&tjqp._‘qf thre Jefuits,
and hepordersthe, Gamp malles geieral iy defire
e {ecylar, Chaptey t be with him she pext morning

(Wi :‘ _/ .CIWC.CQ
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between feven and eight. When they were all come,
he ordered the Royal Notary to read the Viceroy’s
letter. They, on their fide, promifed to do every thing
the Governor fhould enjoin them ; and this their ac-
quicfcence was regiftered. Urrunnaga, at firft, nfade
fome difficulty to fign; but, feeing no one feconded
him, he figned, in his turn, the two copies that‘were
made of the at, one to be fent to the Viceroy, and
the other to the Proviacial of the Jefuits, who receiv-
ed it the fixth, and wrote to the Governor-by the
fame courier, that he had already named all the per-
fons who were to. fill the college ; and that he would
himfelf perfonate the Reftor, who was at too great a
diftance to be next day at the Aflumption. ..

. THe fame day, the Camp-mafter general received
worders for two hundred horfe, the company of horfe-
Jance-men, and -the reformed private men of’ the Go-
-vetgor’s. guard, to rendezvous. next morning;: by
fix o'clock, - et the gate of the city ; ‘and the. Serjeant-
major, Don Aothony Gonzales Guerra, was. direfted
40 hold it reatline(s .two .companies of foot; -and fee
that the heavy artillery was inigood order. -~ .. -

THe ecighteenth, at the bour appointed, the Go-
vernor took coach, attended by his guards, . as: well
thofe in actual pay, as thofe ‘which had been re-
formed, and a troop of horfe.y and called upon the

Coadjutor, whom he found ready in his coach, ac-
.companied by three calathes,  in one of which was
his Provifor, Don Anthony: Gonzalez de Gu{man,
and the DoGtor John Gonzalez' Melgarejo, Canon of
‘the cathedral ; the two others were empty. The firft
-Alcalde in office, Don Anthony Ruiz de Arrellano,
ahd the Royal Notary, Don John Ortiz de Vergara,
.were in another coach ; feveral of the other princi-
.pal inhabitants followed on horfeback. The whole
cavalcade repaired to the place where the troops had
.orders to form, From thence they proceeded in good

Q4 order
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order to the chapel of St. Laurence belonging to the
college, about four leagues from the city, this be-
ing the place where it had been agreed to meet the -
Jetuits. '
ABouT nine o'clock, when the proceffion had got
within a quarter of a mile of this place, it was met by
the Jefuits, who fet out to meet the Bifhop and the
Governor, and were complimented- by their alight-
ing as foan. as they came in fight of them., The com-
plimeiits.on both fides being over, the whole compa-~
ny . took coach again; "the Provincial got into the
Gowernor’s ; the Superior of the Miflions into that of
ahe Bithop’s s and the reft into the two empty calathes
and a third coach, They then .proceeded to the
chapel, and from thence, after. fome prayers, into
-the Houfe belonging to it, where they dined. . About
4wo o'clock, they. fet” cut in the fame order. - The
fecular: corporatian, :in a body, met them-at a place
-about three quarters of a league from the city, .where
it is- cuftomary. with -thenr to receive their new Go-
vernors ;. and having . alighted, as well as the Gover-
nor, the Bifhop, apd the Jefuits, they all, after
-miutwdl compliments, -took horfe; the Provincial and
:his brethren marching at the head of the proceffion.
- . Tugy then entered the city. under the difcharge of
.the.cannan ; and foynd, in the little fquare before
the cathedral, all the harfe drawn up, ard an infinite
.numrber. of .people ; “ they alight at the great portal,
. where they found the: Dean Don Sebaftian de Vergas
" Machuga, the Great: Archdeacon, Don Mathias de
-Sylva, [the Superiats.of : the Religious orders with all
their Religious, dnd all :the Secular Clergy in fus-
_plices. . They. then entered the church amidft. the
-ringiug of all the bells of the city, ‘and fung the e
- Deum. - When prayers were over, the Coadjutor, in
his pontifical habits, took the blefled Sacrament out of
“the tabernacle in the chalice, that had been depoll;xted
- . B there
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there when the Jefuits were expelled, and carried it
in proceffion to the College church, through a lane
formed by the troops; the drums all the time beat-
ing to arms. C
Tuts -done, the Provincial returned his thanks to
the Bithop, the Governor, and all the officers, who
had attended the proceflion. Don Martin de Barua,
after putting him in pofléflion of the college, withdrew
without - permitting him or any of his Religious to
wait on him home, notwithftanding all they could do
to obtain his confent. - Neither would the Coadjutor
receive that honour. But he invited the Governor
and the principal officers to affift, next day, at a folemn
Mafs of his in the College church ; and, afterit, toa
great dinner, prepared at his expence, in the College
- refeCtory. The fame day, being the 1gth; ajudicial
relation of this feception was drawn up, and entered
in the town-houfe books the 20th. " On the 25th, the
‘I)’;ovincial of the Jefuits received an authentic copy
'it‘."‘ . . . . . o

~ * WHiLe thefe things were doing, thérearri- ¢
‘ved at the Affumption 2 Judge Royal, fentby - %5
“the Viceroy to examine into Anteqriera’s con- Y129
duét during the whole time of his refiding in the pro-
vince. Butit is requifite, that, before I give any ac-
"count  of- thefe enquiries, I fhould' finith my relati-
-orf of ‘the journey and -adventures of this extraordi-
‘naty-perfonage, After falling down the river, without
-putting-in- any where, he landed ten leagues above
-the latitude of Santdfe; - and from theénce proceeded,
almoft alone, and by -bye reads, to'€dtduba ; the party
fent after him by- the: Goverher 'of  Rio de la Plafa
not having been -abls to .come up-with him. - Here,
‘he was firft invited by the principal inhabitants,
whom’ he entertained with nothing' bue the injuriés
done him by the Jefuits, not; however, ‘withodt
falling -inta contradictions, which-did not pafs unob-
¥ ferved,
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ferved, and prejudiced him .greatly in the minds of
is hearers. He likewife drew up feveral memorials
againft thefe Religious, and got them difperfed all
over the province of Tucuman. But they met with
‘mo extraordinary reception, and were even ftigma-
-tized by the Vicar of the Holy Office. .
_ To thefe tranfports he added fome extravagancies,
which -compleatly ruined him in the minds of the
people. He appeared in the churches, fometimes in
ghe habit of Attorney General, Protettor of the In-
dians,. in the Royal Audience of Charcas ; and fome-
times in 2 military drefs, with a_ftaff of command in
his hand ; and always took care w exact the honours
duge to thefe digaities. This parade, however, lafted
a very fhort time. He foon fhut himfelf up in the
convent of St. Francis, on hearing that Don Ignatius
de Ledefma, who commanded in the city, had re-
geived orders from the Viceroy to fecure him. But
gt was niot long before he began to perceive, 'that his
afylum was furrounded with-guards. Upon this, he
wrote to the Marquis de-Nero, Governor of the pro-
¥inde, who refided at Salta,: a.man pretty mugh of his
©virf ftamp, aud who was, accordingly, fome timie af-
ter- fript of .his government, to beg he weuld order
Jedefma to let him repair to La Plata. oo
.+ TuE Govermor-granted his requeft ; and even made
wfe of threats 1o oblige Ledefina, to let himgo. - Le-
lefma, however, having reeeived his orders. from a
fuperior authority, inflexibly aghered. to them ;; and
,even feized three thoufand crowps. worth of :plate and
Jurniture, which -arrived 8t Corduba to Angequera’s
addie(s ; bug were fince, on appedring to be the proper-
Lty of Don Balthazer Garcia Rog, reftored ta him.by
the ﬁrﬁ—oppq;,.q;gj;'y. This, .itfeems; wasgpast.of the
-effeCts, whigh; Antequera found in the teog of. that
-Gepéral after .the batile of: the. Tebiquari.: ‘This
.ftroke made .4 great impreflign upen him, bute. gcrlc:;
RIS €

»’ (Y
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deal lefs than the flight of his fecratary, who d;gofed
feveral things againft him upon oath bsfore Ledefma,
prid afterwards before_the King’s Notafy at Buenos
Agyres, ‘Soon after, he received ifiielligence, tha
there had been publifhed, by found.of trumpet, in:
the marlket places of Corduba, a fentence of the Vice-
roy’s, declaring him outlawed, and offering a reward
of four. thoufand ‘crowns to whoever fhould deliver
him up dead or slive; and two thoufand to whoeves
fhould difcover the place, in which’ he ‘Jay concealed 3
the money being nlready depolited. for .that purpofs
in the hands of a rich Merchapt, tr Banker, called
Francis de Villa-monte.. - . .. . - o
~Ubon. this, he retired to a cqfuér, of the hoviceg
apartment, where even the light of the day. bécame
fufpect ta him, and'the leaft noife. put him all in a
tremble. But it was. ftill worfg, when he was gjven
to'upderftand, that the Viceroy had fent a new order
to take him by force oyt of the monaitery, as:a.pers
@n.g_ujlty of high. treafon, and--w?o,' far that réafon,
had oo right to make an afylum of it He now b:gpg
n

w fee. clearly, that.he was. loft, unjes he could &
means to make his gfcape. It has been faid,. that,.
his leaving the convent, .though by night and dif-
guifed,. he was dilcoyered by fome of the guards, who
gave notice of. it to the eommandin -pfﬁcér; but, that
the; officer pretended not to hear what- they-faid, la_:}ci
{o gave Antequera:time to get clear off. Be that as
it will, it:is. cggraﬁul, thae, as fogn as he got out of the
aity, . he hid himlf; fo well, that there was no finding
hint; and proceeded, by fuch;bye roads to La Flata
o e aived et Bty Vi ny et
BECIERL - s e ey
. -He @l perluaded himfelf, .that the Royal Aud;
enceof this place, if 1t did not take his part, \ywls
é;.kaﬁ permit him to continue in it without molefta.
tion, Therefore, having received orders to appearfbee
ore




236 THE HISTORY _
fore the court, he prefented himfelf with an aif
of affurance, which gave it no fmall offence. The
Prefident having afked him, what defence he could
make for all the extravagancies he had been guilty of in
Paraguay, he anfwered that he had done nothing but
what the inftruftions he had received from the Court
authorized him ‘to do: “ What then, replied the
“ Prefident, the Court ordered you to drive the Fa-
“ thers of the company out of their College ; to march
“ with an army againft the troops of his Majefty ;
“ and to cut to pieces fo great a number of Indians,
% and -even fome Spaniards,” who ferved in thefe
“ troops.” .Antequera would have fpoken to thefe
charges ; but the ‘Prefident. ftopped his mouth ; put
him into the hands of the Corregidor of Potofi, with
orders'to conduct him in irons to that place, where
he was, accordingly,’ conducted. - o
- TFars Oﬂiccr,'%avin"g contented himfelf with con-
fining him to a private houfe, was reprimanded for his
indulgence, and obliged to- fhut him up in"the
publick prifon, where he found .before him the Al-
uazit Major of Paraguay, Don’ John de Mena, and

%c}"rne' tHore of “his—adherents, ~who were come to
wait for him ‘at L4 Plata, equally perfuaded that they
had' riothing to fear. But they were not long arfiv-
ed, when they faw their miftake, ' 'Antequéra, how-
. ever, ftill hoped to juftify himfelf { and, therefore, loft
no opportuuity of railing againft'the Jefuits. “When
* the order arrived for fending him o' Lima, he appli-
ed' to'the Corregidot for-a guard'for' the fecurity of
his perfon, faying, that; without'this’ precaution; the
Jefuits might potlibly‘caufe Hir' & be affaffinated on
the road, left he fhould make them known at Lima
for what they weérg * ““ You fhall -have guards, faid
“ thé Corregidar, not to fecure you from' affaffins,
Ll '.':I.I:‘ oot : : :“‘btlt
-t BRI ETAN S L cea
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“ but to fecure myfelf from any attempts you may
“ make to efcape.” . : -
DurinG the whole journey, he fpoke of nothing
but the apprehenfions the Jefuits were under left he
fhould get fafe to Lima. He even went fo far asto af-
firm, that thefe Religious had promifed three thoufand
crowns to whoever- fhould murder him on the road.
He, likewife, pretended, that they had intercepted
two of his letters to the Viceroy; and, therefore, gave
-a third to the Commiffary of the fathers of St. Fran-
cis, whom he met on the road, on his promifing to
deliver it to his excellency with his own hands. The
Commiffary was as good as his word. But the Vice-
roy, when he had read the letter delivered by him,
. told him that he had received the two others; that An-
tequera’s fufpicions on this head were equally ground-
lefs with all his other whims ; and that, if he did not
. make him any anfwer, it was becaufe a criminal had
no right to expect any from his judge.
ANTEQUERA arrived at Lima in the month 6
of April 1726; and fuch was the curiofity of 172
the people to fee a man, who, it was affirmed, 1729
had. attempted to make himfelf King of Paraguay,
that great crowds went out to meet him. Unhappt-
ly for him, he had given too much room for thefe re-
rts; nay, there is no telling where his ambition might
ave ended, could he have hindred Don Bruno Mau-
rice de Zavala from entering this province, and mak-
ing himfelf mafter of the Reductions. But it is not
true, that he ever affumed the title of King of Para-
guay by the name of Don Jofeph the firft. The
Marquis del Fuerte immediately ordered him to the
King’s prifon, where, for almoft five years, he enjoy-
ed as much liberty, as if he had been in a houfe of
his own, going wherever he pleafed, not only in town
but in country. I have even been affured by a
"~ perfon of diftinction, that he had often lent him his
~ chaife upon thefe occafions. Many
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Many wondered at his not taking advantige of
this indulgence to make his efcape.. But, befides his
being narrowly watched, (and, indeed, it cannot be
doubted, that the Viceroy took every proper meafure
10 prevent his elopement), he was firmly perfuaded,
that no proof could be brought againft him. He -
even was bold enough to fay fo much to the Archbi
fhop of Lima, who had been predecefior to the Mar-
quis de Caltel Fuerte, and who had a better right to
know him than any other perfon. This ‘Prelate
having one day .expreffed his: furprize at his not
availing himfelf of the liberty he enjoyed, Antequera
anfwered, that his confcience reproached him with no-
dhing ; and that.he fhould certainly be able to un-
snafk his accufers, and thew his enemies in"their own
colours. : R : )
- Two things, in particular, infpired him with this
coafidence.. The firft was the infinite number of
memorials and procefles he had compofed, and
the art with which he had compofed them; the fe-
cond, the talent he poflefled, in a fovercign degree,
of making people believe whatever he pleafed, by
the fingular tyrn he knew how to give every thing he
fpoke of. He began by giving out,” that-a refufal
made by the. Jefuits, on pretext of their privileges,
420 let him vifit their Reduttions, according to an order
-he had received for that purpofe frem the Royal
Audience of Charcas, was the true fource of every
«charge brought againft him; and it is certain that
this tale gained fuch credit at Lima, that, for feveral
‘years after, no one called the truth of it in queftion;
4o that Don Anthony de Ullod, in his Voyage to the
-South Sea, makes no difficulty of relating it as an-un-
doubted fa&, and attributing te it ell the troubles of
‘this unhappy province. A fingle letter of his Catho-
Jick Majefty, which we fhall fdon - hdve occafioh to
. mention, might have {erved to undeceive this author,
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fo-eftimable in other refpe@ts. He was not, however,
the only perfon to fuffer himfelf <o be led aftray by
the ltone, Antequera found means to give the ca-
pital. '

Bur, as Antequera dreaded the Coadjutor of
Paraguay even more than the Jefuits, 3gainft whom
he had found means to prejudice the whole city of
Lima, he undertoek to gain him; and perfuade him
fo thoroughly of his innocence, that this Prelate, from
being one of his moft dangerous enemies, might be
under a neceffity of becoming his defender. He,
therefore, wrote to him a letter, dated from his prifon
the fourth of Auguft 1726, to complain of what he
had written againft him, and juftify his condut. Bee
the Bithop’s anfwer, which was printed along with
his letter, was what perhaps hurt him moft i1a the
minds of the Judges, and of all thole; who had not
permitted themfelves to be blinded by his dazzling
language. . ‘

- Tue Viceroy, .on his fide, was very uneafy to fee
himfelf charged with the trial of a man, who had re-
duced and brought over to his intereft the greateft
part of the capital of Peru; and for this reafon, even
before the criminal’s arrival there, made the ftrongeft
applications to his Majefty for leave to fend him over
to Spain, to take his trial there. To this his Ma-
jetty at firft-confented ; but it was not long before he
changed his mind. Accordingly, and in a letter to
the. Viceroy of the 18th of April 1726, after enume-
rating the many crimes laid to Antequera’s charge,and

* in particular ‘that .of driving out of the province a .
company, which, his Majefty is pleafed to fay, had
fpread through fo many nations the light of the Gof-
pel, heorders the faid Antequera to be tried at:Lima,
and executed there, if found guilty ; as, though fame
things might appedr, by fending him to Spain, to
extenuate his guilt in other refpects, nothing cauld
' deftroy
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deftroy the proofs of high treafon brought againft ki, -
which it was proper to punifh, as well as his other
crimes, in the kingdom, in which they had been com~
mitted. And, as his Majefty knew nothing, when he
wrote this letter, of Antequera’s being in cuftody, he
direts the Viceroy to fpare no pains or expence to
caufe him to be apprehended and brought to juftice.
He likewife orders, that the members of the Royal Au-
dience of Charcas, who had a hand in deputing An-
tequera to Paraguay as Judge Inquifitor againft Don
Diego de los Reyes, though they knew the former
had a commiffion to fucceed the latter when his time
was expired, fhould be immediately fufpended, and
proceeded againft according to law; and all the pro-
ceedings fent to him, that he might himfelf decide
on the occafion as circumftances required.

THe firft thing the Viceroy did, after he had re-
ceived thefe orders, was to commiffion an Oydor of
the Royal Audience of Lima, a man whofe probi-
ty and talents were univerfally acknowledged, to.ex-
amine all the accufations brought againft Antequera.
But, as feveral important faéts could not be cleared
up except in- the very places where they happened,
he thought proper to fend a commiffary to Paraguay,
and, towards the end of September 1727, named for
that important funétion Don Mathias Anglez, who
then commanded at Corduba, and was afterwards
promoted to the government of Tucuman. To hjs
inftrutions he added power to confifcate the goods of
all thofe, whom he fhould find guilty of rebellion;
and particularly recommended to hmm to procecd
againft Ramon de las Llanas, and Sebaftian Fernandez
de Montiel; to caufe them to be-apprehended; and
hear thirty witneffes at leaft, in regard to the princi-
pal falts. .

Don Mathias, on receipt of this commiflion, fet
out from Corduyba; and two days after his asrival ;;

- ' £
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the Affumption, Ramon de las Llanas, and Ortiz
de Zarate, attempted to ftir up the people againft him.
But he was not to be frightened ; and found means to
keep the inhabitants within the bounds of their duty.
Montiel arrived a few days after; but he thought
proper to keep himfelf concealed, whilft Ramon was
apprehended, and Ortiz difappeared ; fo that Don Ma-
thias’s inquifition was carried on with the greateft
tranquillity. Though the accufed were permitted to
‘except againt as many witneffes as they thought pro-
per, there remained a fufficient number; and Don-
Mathias,having executed his commiffion to the general
‘fatisfation of all the inhabitants, fet out on his return
homie in the month of May 1428, leaving Ramon in
a caftle, where he was {o ill guarded, that in a
‘few days he found means to get back to the city. Asto
_Montiel, he appeared in publick, without Don Martin
de Barua fo much as pretending to take any umbrage
atit. . L

Tre Viceroy no fooner heard of this re-: 8
miflne(s, thanh ke clearly difcovered the re-" 172
ceflity there was of giving the pravince 1730
“another governor. For this purpofe he caft his eyes
.upon Don Ignatius Saroeta, who had filled with dif-
tinction the poft of Corregidor at Cufco. He
‘was not, however, without apprehenfions, left
this alteration fhould be attended with’ another
rebellion at the Affumption ; and thefe .apprehen-
‘fions were founded on the following incident.
One Fernand Mompo having made his efcape out of
the prifon at Lima by fcaling the walls of 1t, it was
foon difcovered, ‘that he had taker refuge at the Af-
fumption ; and Don Jofeph de Antequera was ful-
pe€ted of having given him letters of recommenda-
tion for his- private adherents, who, in fadQ, gave
‘him a good reception, and procured him an
employment in the town-houfe. Mompo, it feems,

Vou. IL . R gave
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gave himfelf out for a lawyer, though there is great
reafon to doubt, whether he ever ftudied the law.
Re that as it will, he ufed to decide boldly; and gave
it out as a maxim, which had never been contra-
dited, that the authority of the Commune, or body
of the people, it was thus he exprefled bimfelf, was
fuperior even to that of the King himfelf. In the fer-
ment that now prevailed in the minds of the inhabi-
tants, this maxim was well received by a certain num-
ber of perfons, and gained its author no {mall credit.

. Sucu was the ftate of affairs at the Affumption,
towards the clofe of the year 1730, when the inhabi-
tants received the news of Don Soroeta’s promotion.
At firft, it gave fome uneafinefs to the factious, but
the ‘new jurifconfult foon found means to quiet their
appreliefions. ¢ We muft oppofe, faid he, the re-
ception of this new Governor, in the name of the Com-
mune ; and then no one in particular can be brought
to an account for it.”” This was judged an admira-
ble expedient, and. the city immediately {plit into two
oppofite parties. That of the factious took the name
.of the Commune; the others were called the Con-
trabande. The firflt called themfelves Communeros,
and all the reft Contrabandos. The fisft bore the
fway, as being the boldeft ; they immediately declared
that they would have no other governor but Don
Martin de Barua. -

. DurinG thefe commotions, there arrived
¥73%" 3 letter written from Santafe by Don Ignatius
Soroeta,. to give notice that he would. foon repair to
the Affwmption. This letter was penned with all
the pridence and politenefs, which charaterized the
writer, " In the fame packet there was one from the
Viceroy,, in praife of the new Governor, direted to
the fecular chapter and all thé perfons in employ-
ment.. When both had been read.in a great affem-
bly held: at the town-houfe, Don Martin de Barua

h . ' voted
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voted, that the new Governor fhould be received, and
no one voted againft him. It was refolved, that de-
puties. fhould be fent to compliment Don Ignatius de
Soroeta, and affure him, that he thould be received
with refpect. But this was all a farce. Barua knew
full well, but without pretending to know it, the
Communeros were taking meafures to hinder Soroeta
from fetting his foot in the province; and that
Ramon and Montiel were fcouring the envirors of
the capital, in order to ftir up the inhabitants.

THe Coadjutor, who was then making the vifit of
his diocefe, no fooner heard of ithefe commotions, -
than he returned to the Aflumption, where he arrive
ed the 29th of December, being the King’s birth day.
_ After he had pontifically celebrated the divine myf-
teries in his cathedral, he fpoke to the Governor, i
prefence of the twa Chapters and -all the Parith
Priefts of the city.; and told him, thathe was credi-
bly informed, that a confpiracy was hatching, from
which nothing. but the greateft mifchief could be ex»
pected.:  that Mompo was gone to raife the garrifons
of: all.the neighbouring places againft the Goyernot
fent by the Vicerqy ;.. that Don Bernardin Martinez,
who commanded in the valley of Tabati, and Don. Ig-
natius Pereira, who commanded-in the Ciftle of Aras
cuaga, were aflembling the troopd under their otders
and. that every one knew what.they meant by fo
doing; : S e -

Bawrua coldly anfwered, that he-knew nothing of
thefe 3ranfationss and: that his lordfhip muft have
been impofed - wpony. efpecially: iniregard to Mompo
and Pereira, for whom he could anfwer.. ¢ Sir,” re-
plied. the-Bithop, . withdrawing - himfel{ at the fame
time, : §¢ you will foon fee, that I have better intelli-
«¢.gence than you- imagine.”  And, in fac, before
two.days were at an end, news was. received, that
the two Officers,  for whom Barua had anfwered,

ce R 2 were
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were approaching the city at the head of three hun-
dred men. The Governor fent thems orders to ftop
thort ; but it was by one of the moft zealous partizans
of the Commune; and they behaved accordingly.
They anfwered, that the Commune had a great
many things to reprefent to the General, as well
as to the Secular Chapter; - and continued their
march. .
- Taey entered the city the 28th of December;
and, Don Martin de Barua having fent them an order
Yo tetire, they all'began to bawl out, that they would
- have no Governor but him, and would never receive
Soroeta. They brought with them, and foon made
gublick, memorials full of inve@ives againft the
iceroy, the Coadjutor, and the Jefuits. But they
had fo much trefpafied in thefe writings againft-all rules
of decency as well as duty, that Hell itlelf {eemed to
have dictated them. The Rebels intended to begin by
excluding from the Council the Regidors Otazu,
Cavallero de Anafco, Benitez and John Gonzalez
Freyre. But it was neceffary to have the confent of
“Barua, who now faw how'much he was to blame for
fuffering things to be carried to fuch lengths. -
- THe only method -he could now think of, to ef-
cape the danmger into which he had thus brought
himfelf, was to.abdicate the government. He' ima-
gined, that, after this fep, -he could- no longer be
made refponfible for what might follow ; and ftill lefs
for having favoured the revolt, thereby to maintain
himfelf in his poft. “But this abdication ferved only
to encreafe the evil, without -convincing any one of
the integrity of his intentions. :-- -
- Tue moft moderate exerted: thémfelves to engage
him to keep his ftaff till his fucceffor came to'take it,
by reprefenting :to him the -inconveniencies of an
anarchy in the “prefent circumfténces. They took
notice: 3 %7 ;- that no ene had a right to receive his
demiffion,
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-demiflion, or name a Commandant ; and added, that
this was the opinion of the Commune itfelf.

As thefe remonftrances did not appear to make
any impreffion upon him, the Coadjutor, attended
by his Canons, the Parifh Priefts of the city, and the
Superiors of the Fathers of the Merci, St. Dominick,
and St. Francis, made a new attempt to prevail upon’
him. But he was not to be moved. The Prelate,
however, having returned twice to the charge, Barua
promifed to do every thing that was required of him,
provided he was aflured, that no one would oppofe
the reception of the Governor fent by the Viceroy.
But he knew full well, that the Commune would not
accept this Condition. All he wanted, as Soroeta fince
reproached him, was to engage the Bithop in a ne-
gotiation, which he was fure muft mifcarry, if his
lordthip at all confented to be employed in it. He
likewife flattered himfelf, that this propofal of his
-would be taken for an inconteftible proof of his fince-
rity. But he happened to be too well known, thus
to impofe on the world. . .

In the mean time, the tumult increafed to fuch a
degree, that the feditious, pretending there was
no Governor, nor, of courfe, any.one to affure them,
that they fhould not be brought to an account by
the fuperior Tribunals, were for obliging Don Mar-
tin de Barua by force to take up again the ftaff of
command ; but, though all their endeavours proved
fruitlefs, the Coadjutor, at laft, brought them to
promife, that they would receive Soroeta, by becom-
ing fecurity for his not proceeding againft them for
- what was paft. He then conduéted” them to hear
the mafs he was going to celebrate. - But they left
the church in a greater fury than ever. This fudden
yelapfe was attributed to the difcourfes of fome per-
fons wholly intent upon fomenting a fpirit of revolt
among them,

‘ R 3 " Ba
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Be that as it will, they all cried out with one voice,
that they would not have Soroeta for Governor ; that
they would have none but Don Martin de Barua;
and that it was neceffary to depofe the four Regidors,
whom Don Bruno Maurice de Zavala had re-efta-
- blifhed. They wonld even have had the Coadjuror fide
with them ; but he rejeéted their propofals with in-
dignation. He then again preffed Barua to re-aflume
the government, till his tucceflor arrived. Butit wasta
no purpofe ; and the Commune, having now no longer
any oppofition to fear, no longer kept any ‘meafures.
They imprifoned Otazu, Freyre, and fome other of
the King’s moft zealous fervants; ard it was only by
flight, that Ramirez avoided fharing the fame fate,
They then named Saldivon Camp-mafter General,
and Francis de Roa Serjeant Major ; and caufed Don
Joleph Barrero and Don Pedro Bogatrin to be eleét-
ed Alcaldes for the enfuing year, thinking they
might depend upon them. But it feems they did not
fufficiently know. them. - =

Tue Coadjutor, in fine, after trying to no purpofe
every method his z¢al and his prudence could fuggeft
to allay this ftorm ; after making to the faltious alt
the propofals moft capable of quieting their fears, left
the utter defpair of pardon fhould plunge them inta
ftill greater crimes, even fo far as to og'er pafles for
‘thofe, who might think proper to pafs over inta
Spain, or repair t6 Lima; and ‘even letters to his
Magefty and the Viceroy, from whom he would be
anfwerable to obtain a general pardon for all that
was paft; afteg {etting before their eyes the deftructi.
on, that unavoidably waited them, in cafe they refu-
fed his offers, and the little they had to hope by per-
fifting in their rebellion; he had the concern to leave
them in a fit of fury, which they vented by bawling
through all the ftreets, that it was neceffary,once more,
and that for ever,todrive the Jefuits out of the province.

’ Tur
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THe inhabitants of the Aflumption now could o
longer promife themfelves any fafety within doors.
Nothing was to be feen but plundefing and pillaging.
Nay, the faltious themfelves were not always more
{pared than others. It was impoffible, that things
‘fhould remain, for any length of time, in this violent
condition. The principal leaders of the Commune
were advifed to withdraw for fome time, that it
might not be faid they had authorized thefe difor-
ders. But, before they retired to their country
feats, they placed guards about the Governor’s houfe,
for the fafety of his perfon, they faid; and, likewife,
about the town-houfe, where they had imptifoned

the two new Alcaldes, and the Regidors Arreflano,

Chavarri, and Michael de Garai, becaufe they would
not confent to the expulfion of the Jefuits, though
fome of them had figed memorials full of calum-
nies againft thefe Fathers.

"Don Ignatius Soroeta had, in the mean time, ad-
vanced as far as the Tebiquari, where he received
two letters; one from the Coadjutot, who advifed
him to ftay where he was, till he had. taken meafures
for his fafety; the other from  Don Martin de
Barua, who gave him an account of all the refoluti-
ons taken by the Commune. Don Ignatius made
the taft a polite anfwer, but in fuch terms, as
might let him fee what danger he himfelf fhould
be expofed to, if the Governor named by the Vice-
roy was not received in the province. He ‘then
retired te an Hermitage of St. Michael, where Don
Eftevan Fernandez de Mora came to join him with
thirty foldiers, which he had drawn from the towns
of LaVillaand the Holy Ghoft; and acquainted him,
that there were great difturbances at La Villa, as
the Commune had fent Alonzo de los Reyes, an
intimate friend of Don Martin de Barua, to com-
mand there in their name; and he had been receiv-

R 4 ‘ ed
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ed there by part of the inhabitants, in fpite of all
the oppoﬁtion made by the reft.

" Some time after, Sorocta received a pais
173" from the principal Magiftrates of the Al
fumption; upon which, though the heads of the
Commune had not figned it, he fet out for the Af
fumption the 10th of January 1731. He had fcarce
crofled the Tebiquar), when he found Kimfelf in-
vefted by a party of eighty foldicrs, who told him
they were come to efcort him, but in réality had or-
ders from the Commune to make fure of his perfon,
As it was now too late for him to retire, he put on
a good countenance. As he approached the city,
his efcort fuddenly encreafed to four thoufand
men. However, inftead of exprefling any dread or
furprife at it, he fpoke to them with fo much good-
nefs and affability, that he gained the efteem and
affe@ion of moft 6? them. In this manner, be en-
tered the Aflumption ; and had, immediately on his
arriva], a publick conference with Don Martin de
Barua, which riveted him in the efteem of all honeft
men. : .
 Barua, {ll perfuaded that this new Gavernor
would not be received as fuch, did not think proper
to quit his palace for him ; fo that Seroeta was oblig-
ed to be conducted to a private houfe, about which
the Commune placed guards, which did not allow
him the liberty of {peaking to any one without wit-
pefles. They even carried their infolence fo far, as
to entey with him the Coadjutor’s apartment, when
he went to pay that Prelate a vifit. The day after
his arrival, heing the 25th of January, he went to
the town-houfe, to prefent his commiflion. Bug
the preceding pjght had been employed by the
fatious in regaining all thofe, whom his courteous
behaviour had brought over to his intereft; and in
taking fuch good meafures, that, after the Aflembly
bad promifed obedienge to him, the Commune

' ' fhould
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thould rife up, and by their feditious clamours caufe
a general infurretion. .

THEe thing happened as it had been concérted,
The new Governor was ftopped, on his return home,
near the main guard, and ferved with an order from
the Commune to leave the province. He now
clearly faw, what dangers he fhould be expofed to by
continuing amongft thefe madmen, and prepared
to fet out. But, though he remained but four days
-and a half at the Affumption, and was all that time
narrowly watched, he difcovered a great many things,
with which it was highly proper the Viceroy fhould
be acquainted; in particular, that the third of
February following, being the Feftival of St. Blaife,
one of the Patrons of the capital, Don Martin de
Barua, in confequence of a previous confultation be-
tween him and the heads of the Commune, was to be
again proclaimed Governor. He did not, however,
think himfelf obliged to conceal from Don Martin
his having obtained this intelligence ; for, on taking
leave of him the 28th of January : Adseu, Sir, faid he,
1 ball fearce bave turned my back, when you will take
up the flaff again. Barua .guefled that he did not
exprefs himfelf thus from a fimple fufpicion; and,
therefore, refolved not to reaflume the ftaff again.

Somke perfons, affeting great zeal for Saroeta’s
fafety, had advifed him to embark on the Paraguay.
But, as he fufpected the advice of every one he hap-
pened not to bg acquainted with, he anfwered, that
he chofe to trave] by land ; and they thought proper
not to prefs him. It has been fince difcovered, that
this was a fnare to make him fall into the hands of
the Payaguas. At leaft, there appeared very ftrong
indications of thefe pirates having had notice given
them of his expeted departure ;- and that they were
to murder him, or at leaft to carry off his papers.
The Coadjutor himfelf, finding that all his endea-

: vours
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vours to keep Soroeta at the Affumption proved
unfuccefsful, remained there but a fhort time after
him. . '

THis Prelate was well informed of . what he had
himfelf to apprehend from the rebels, who took no
pains to hide their refentment at his refufing to con-
fent to the expulfion of the Jefuits. He even knew,
that the only reafon they had for not proceeding to the
execution of their defigns againft thefe Fathers, was
their having heard, that he had fent orders to all the
churches to difcontinue Divine fervice, and even
lay the whole city under an interdict, the minute
thefe Religious fhould be obliged to quit it. But
what, at length, determined him to retire, was
his having received certain intelligence, that the
Commune was refolved no longer to mind his in-
terdicts, and the cenfures of the Church; but imme-
diately drive the Jefuits out of their College, with-
out troubling their heads about what he might do.
As, therefore, he could not ward this blow, he
thought it became him not to ftay to be a witnefs
to 1t.

Tue chiefs of the rebellion, however, not a little
chagrined at his departure, immediately went to
difcharge their fpleen upon the Royal Alferez, Denis -
de Otazu, who, not thinking himfelf fafe at home,
had taken refuge in the Convent of St. Francis.
They entered it forcibly in the night time; went to
his chamber ; and, after reproaching him with hav-
ing betrayed his country, took from him the Royal
{tandard, which he did not, they faid, deferve to
carry; and then depofited it with the firft Al-
calde, Barreyro. They, now, thought themfelves at
liberty to do what they pleafed, as they made no
doubt of their being able to do what they pleafed
with impunity ; the fituation of the province, they

: , imagined,
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imagined, being fuch, that it would be impoffible o
reduce them by force. '
- Avrv authority was now in the hands of Satdivon,
whom they had named Camp-mafter General, and
the ruling Alcaldes and Regidors. Nothing, however,
was done without the advice of Mompo, the author
and the oracle of the Commune, and the fovereign
arbiter of all their deliberationss They, likewile,
paid great regard. to that of Don Martin de Barua,
though he conftantly refufed to act as Governor.
But, though he chimed in greatly with Mompo, he
took care not to appear openly in any thing. People,
however, had fuch an opinion of his credit with
them, that one of the principal inhabitants of the
Affumption dared not refufe him to depofe upon
oath, though contrary to his confcience, that the
- Coadjutor had not given him notice of the conlpira-
cy formed by the Commune. He weakly imagined,
it feems, that he might difcharge his conlicience by
a private retratation ; and by declaring, that it was
merely to avoid Barua’s indigeation, he had thus
acted againtt it.

Tuae Commune now began to perceive, that ®
was proper to give their government fome regular
form. It is even very probable, that they refolved
to da without a Governor. They ereted a junto for
the adminiftration of juftice; refolved, that the
Prefident of it fhould be ftiled Prefident of the Pro-
vince; and, after cafting their eyes on different per-
fons,. fixed upon Don Jofeph Lewis de Barreyro tor
fill that poft. The manner, in which the Alcalde
had hitherto behaved, had univerfally ingratiated
him with the fattious. But he no fooner took pof-
feffion of his new digpity, than he fhewed himfelf to
be, what he really was, a very loyal fabject ; he refolv-
ed to make no ufe of his power, but to re-eftablifh or-
der and fubordination in the province. With this

: view,



252 THE HISTORY

view, he immediately rid it of the man, whom he
thought the moft capable of making his project
mifcarry.

Knowing, that Mompo ufed to go very often to
a farm houfe, to fee a woman of low condition, with
whom he had been fmitten, he took a party of men
with him; threw himfelf in his way on his return
to the Aflumption; and, on meeting him, cried,
out, * This is a lucky meeting. 1 was going with
‘¢¢ thefe men to Yaguaron, to depofe the Corregidor
¢ there ; and you will oblige me greatly, if you will
¢ be fo kirid as to come with me, to prevent my

¢ taking any wrong ftep.” Mompo, who had no.

great affection for the Corregidor, complied with
joy. But Barreyro, inftead of taking the road to
Yaguaron, turned towards the Tebiquari; and
Mompo, who happened not to be well acquainted
with the country, and whom Barreyro found means

to amufe at the Corregidor’s expence, never took’

notice of it.

As night came on, and no figns of Yaguaron ap-
peared, Mompo began to fufpect his conductor;
and the chearfulnefs, with which he had hitherto
behaved, fuddenly forfook him. He faid, that they
muft certainly have miftaken the road; but Barreyro
affured him that they would foon be at their jour-
ney’s-end. Soon after, they reached the Tebiquari;
when the Prefident affuming an air of authority,
told Mompo, that he arrefted him in the King's
name ; and, without giving him time to reply, or-
dered him to be conduéted to Ytati, from whence he
was fent to Buenos Ayres, where Don Bruno Mau-

nce de Zavala confined him in a dungeon, and gave’

orders for his trial.

This vigorous ftroke greatly ftunned the Com-
mune, not fo much from any regard to Mompo, as
from the apprehenfions of his difcavering feveral

. things,
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things, with which it highly imported many of their
‘principal leaders that the fuperior Tribunals fhould
remain unacquainted. Barreyro, in the mean time,
found means to give fo favourable a turn to what
he had done, that the warmeft of the party contented
themfelves with faying, that, if Mompo was guilty,
‘it would have been much more proper to try him in
“the province, than todeliver him up to the enemies of
the Commune. The Prefident not only let them go

‘on, but loft no time to declare himfelf openly a faith- |

ful fervant of his Majefty. Nobody, however, ven-
tured to oppofe him, as the confidence with which
he afted was taken for a (ure fign, that he had a
powerful party ready to declare in his favour. |
- Tue Commune, befides, had fomething more
-urgent to deliberate upon than the behaviour of
their Prefident. This was, to hinder Mompo from
falling into the hands of the Viceroy, who would
not fail to make him fay more than fuited with their
fafety. People imagined, that, as foon as he had
been ‘tried at Buenos Ayres, the Governor would
“tran{init him to ‘Lima, as it in fact happened. But
‘Don Bruno happened to be ill ferved by thofe,
whom he had chofen to condué@ his prifoner. He
ordered them to take the road of Mendoza, a town
within the juri{dicion of Chili, and from thence con-
tinue their journey, by bye roads, to the capital of
Peru ; whereas, when they arrived at Mendoza, think-
ing they had nothing more to fear, they took the
higb road. Put they foon found themfelves mifta-
ken; their prifoner was refcued ; and, as it was after-
wards difcovered, made his efcape into Brazil.
Barreyro found it an eafy matter to contain the
fattious, till the month of Auguft following, when
the newsof Mompo’s evafion reached the Afflumpti-
on. But then the paffion of two men, who de-
clared openly againft the Prefident, rekindled the
fire of rebellion, One of thefe men was Bartho- -

lomew
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lomew de Galvan; the other Michael de Garai.
The firft wanted to be revenged of Barreyro, who
had oppofed him in an affair of great importance to
him. The other was incenfed at Saldivon the
Camp-mafter General’s oppofing him in every thing ;
and at the Prefident’s not endeavouring to ftop this
perfecution, after he had been requefted to interpofe
his authority for that purpofe. They, therefore, unit-
ed againtt him, and refolved to ruin him. -
This diffention had very material confequences.
The confufion became general- all over the Province,
and both parties raifed troops. Barreyro held out
a long time, with a firmnefs worthy of the canfe he
maintained. But finding that he was betrayed by
the very men upon whom he had moft depended,
he judged it was high time to confult his fafety. . He,
firft, withdrew to. the Houfe of the Fathers of the
Merci. But, the Commune having placed ‘guards
abouit it, he cancluded thata defign had been formed
againft- his life. He, therefore, contrived to make
his efcape out of fo difagreeable an afylum;” and,
after many narrow efcapes from his purfuers, reach-
ed one of the Reduttions. His enemies comforted
themfelves for his efcape, by the liberty which his
abfence afforded them of .doing every. thing they -
thought proper. They immediately appointed- Daon
Michaeél de Garai to fucceed him as Prefident.of the
Junto; and the firft ufe their new Magiftrate made of
his aathority. was, to create two new Regidors, who
- were entirely devoted ta him. S
TuouGH Barreyro’s retreat left the Jefuits.of the
Affumption without any fupport, the Commune did
not think proper to attempt any thing againft. them,
left the oppofite party fhould take up arms in their
defence. 'They, therefore, thought 1t more advir
‘fable to begin by rendering them odious,- even to
thofe, who ftill exprefled the greateft efteem ang
friendfhip for them. They caufed it to be rumoured
as



OF PARAGUAY. 255

as a thing certain, that they had diftributed money
among the Payaguas, to engage them to fall ina
body upon the city, and ruin it from the foundati-
ons, after maflacring all its inhabitants; and, to
give the greater air of probability to fo atrocious 4
calumny, a Friar, who fided with the Commune,
was prevailed upon to difperfe all over the city 2
manifefto, as the undoubted work of Father Gomez,
in which the Viceroy and feveral very refpettable
perfons were treated with the greateft indecency.
The character of the man, who propagated this im-
pofture, gave it fuch weight, that in a fhort time
the beft and honefteft men feemed to be alarmed,
in good earneft, at the danger, to which they thought
the province was expofed; and exprefled their fur-
prize at the inhabitants fuffering among them perfons
capable of o black a crime. ‘
THe Fathers, however, had ftill fome friends left,
enerous enough to refute thefe calumnies : and the
%amp-ma&cr General abfolutely refufed to con-
fent to their expulfion; not that ke loved them;
but that he did not choofe to have any violences
agaipft them to anfwer for. He wanted greatly,
that they thould retire of themfelves ; and, to oblige
them to it, left every one at liberty to ufe them ill.
Accordingly, things were carried to {uch extremities,
that they could no longer venture to fhew their faces
abroad, even to procure themfelves the neceffaries of
life; o that they might have perifhed with hunger,
had not fome charitable perfons privately fent them
provifions. Nor was it an eafy matter to do this
good work, as all the avenues of the College were
befet with guards. At length, the Commune
finding they held out notwithftanding, employed
every method to flir up the populace againft them,
in order to make them quit the College themfelves,

rather than wait to be violently driven out of. it.F
OR
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For this purpofe it was given out, that an army
of their Indians was advanced as far as tlie Tebiquari,
where they only waited for their orders to enter the
province. Then, on the report of fome fure perforss,
who had been fent out to examine into the truth of
thefe reports, that they difcovered no fuch thing, the
Commune accufed them of having an underftanding
with the Jefuits, and fent Deputies to the Coadjutor,
to beg of him to oblige the Provincial of the Com-
patiy to fend back thefe forces. The Prelate made
an(wer, that they had no reafon to make themfelves
unea(y 3 that thefe Neophites, it was true, held
themfelves in readinefs to defend themfelves, in cafe
of attack; but that they would remain quiet, as
long as no attempts fhould bé made on their liber-
ty, unlefs they were ordered into the field by thofe
who had then a right to do it.
" Tae Deputies of the Commune having met the
Prelate on his return to the Affumption, he had a
mind to try, if,. after nine months abfence, the re-
bels would be readier to liften to him than when he
fet out, as he began to flatter himfelf they would,
from an account he received on the road, that there
was no good underftanding between their Chiefs.
He had even been informed, that they had entered
the city in the month of Nuvember in two feparate
bodies, who difagreed in regard to feveral points;
the depofition ofg the Camp-mafter General being
the only mealure that met with no oppofition, as
they found him inflexible in regard to the expulfion
of the Jefuits. But this Officer had dexterity
enough to avail himfelf of their mifunderftanding in
other refpets, fo far as to defeat all their endeavours
to remove him.
. Tue Coadjutor was not equally happy in
173! drawing from thefe divifions the advantages
2732 he expetted. But what gave him moft con-

cern
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cern was, that the greateft obftacles to his ficcefs
were formed by fome Ecclefiafticks, who, though
tnore obliged than others to extinguifh the fire of
febellion, employed themfelves wholly in fo-
menting it. - Nay a Friar, who preached at the
Cathedral during Advent, was not athamed to apo-
logize for the Commune. This; after all, confi-
dering the general intatuation which now poffeffed
the Inhabitants of the Aflumption, may appear lefs
furprifing, than what happened the year following
at Buenos Ayres, where a prieft was lieard to affirm
from -the pulpit, that the Commune of Paraguay
had deviated in nothing from the obedience due to the
laws of the kingdom, either by defending their li-
berty by force, or by refufing to acknowledge Don-
Ignatius de Soroeta for Governor of the Province.
‘The memoir, in which I found' this fa&, does not
name thé Preacher; but yet defcribes him fuffici-
ently' to authorize a conjetture, that it was Father
John de Arreguy, a Francifcan, named to the Bi-
thoprick of Buenos Ayres; and it will appear in the
courfe of this hiftory, that this conjecture is but too
well founded. =

Be that as it will, the year was now drawing to
a ¢onclufion ; and there was a neceflity* for think-
ing on the election of new Officers for that enfuing.
Don Anthony Ruils de "Arrelano and Don Francis
de Roxos ‘Atanda were chofen Alcaldes. The firft
was, at the fame time, declared Prefident of the Junto;
and the firft thing he did on entering that office, was
to draw up judicial accounts of every thing that had
affed in the Province fince the departure of Don
gruno Maurice de Zavala, to be fent to the Royal
Audience of Chareas; flattering himfelf, that this
Sovereign Court would approve it. He charged
with thefe accounts Bartholomew Galvin and An-
thony Vaez,- with whom Don- Jofeph Canalez, one
- Vor. 1L S of
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of the Ecclefiatticks who had declared for the Cori-
munes, affociated himfelf, in order to profecute an
appeal, which he had carried before the Metropoli-
tan againft a fentence pronounced againft him by
the Provifor, and afterwards confirmed by the Coad- .
Jutor. But thefe Deputies, on their arrival at
Corduba, received fome news, which determined
them not to proceed any further. The better to
underftand what this news was, we muft refume the
thread of what had happened at Lima, fince the
Marquis de Caftel Fuerte had received orders from
the King to try, without appeal, Don Jofeph de
Antequera ; and caufe to be executed the fentence,
which he fhould pafs upon him in the Royal Audi-

ence of Lima. :
* WE bave already feen, that the Viceroy, in con-
fequence of the fupreme orders juft now mention-
ed, had fent a Commiffary to Paraguay, to take in-
formations of every thing that had pafled in this
- Province, fince Don Jofeph de Antequera had
ufurped the government of it. As foon, therefore,
as the Commiffary returned, his excellency ordered
the tryal to be begun and profecuted without inters
miffion ; and, perhaps, a more perplexed affair never
came before any court of juftice, as well on ac-
count of the enormous quantity of . depofitions
which it was neceflary to read and to compare, as
the artful turn given to thofe written in defence of
the crimimal and his accomplices. :
AccorpINGLY, Antequera made fo fure of its
being, impoffible to convict him, that his confidence
feemed to increafe in proportion as the depofitions
were examined. His anfwer to thofe, who exprefled
any furprife at his fecurity, was, that, during his
refidence in Paraguay, he had sendered the King
fervices, for which he expected his. Majefty would
thank him, though they' fhould be found to confift
in
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fn nothing but the difcqvery he had made of the ar-
tifices of the Jefuits, and the treafures they poflefled.
“ Ina word,” he ufed to cry out upon every occafion,
“ I only defire to fee my condu@ well fifted, to be
t Joaded with honours ; otherwife, I muft be hanged ;
* % there is no medium for me.” Thisis what the
gentleman, 1 have already mentioned, affured me
Ee heard from Antequera’s own mouth.
" THe depofitions of Don Matthias Anglez check=
ed his confidence a little; but the arrival of Don
Ignatius Soroeta compleated his ruin. The Viceroy
expeéted every moment to hear of his being peace-
ably fettled in his government of Paraguay, when he
faw him enter his apartment. Surprifed at fo °
unexpected an apparition, he afked him what
brought him back to Peru. Soroeta, after a fhort
relation of all the dangers he had to encountet
through the means of the rebels of that Province,
ave his excellency to underftand, that, in all pro-
Eability, Don -Jofeph de Antequera and Don a]ohn
de Mena ftill greatly influenced all the proceedings
at the Aflumption. The Viceroy, upon this, imme-
diately fent for the Marquis of Cafa Conchez, Pre-
.fident of the Royal Audience of Lima, and begged
of him to repair to the King’s prifon, and feize
upon all Antequera’s papers. The Prefident, ac-
cordingly, went there, but brought nothing back
except fome writings of no confequence. The
Viceroy having then afked him, if he had fearched
the prifoner’s pockets, and the Prefident anfwering
that he had not, ¢ Return diretly,” replied the Vice-
roy, * and fearch every where” The Marquis,
accordingly, returned; fearched Antequera’s pockets;
and found in them letters, the perufal of which, if
we may judge by the refolution which his excellen-
' cy immediately took, fully juftified Soroeta’s fufpi-
cions. :
' S 2 THE
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THE firft thing he did was to order Antequera
to a dungeon, and acquaiuft the Royal Audience,
that they muft lay every other bufmefs afide, in
oider to difpatch the tryal of him and his fellow
prifoner. The work was already in fuch forward-

nefs, through the vigilance of the Prefident, that,

in a few days, both of them received fentence.
That of Don Jofeph de Antequera y Caftro import-
ed, that, being found guilty of fedition and rebellion,
and confequently of high treafon, he fhould be
taken out of his prifon in a cloak and hood, placed
upon a horfe caparifoned with black, and, preceded
by a Herald publickly proclaiming the crimes of
which he had been accufed and convicted, condulted
to the Great Square, there to lofe his head on a
fcaffold ; that all his effets fhould be confifcated
to the ufe of the Crown, after deducting the expen-
ces attending his tryal; and that the Alguazil Ma-
jor, Don John de Mena, his accomplice in thefe
crimes, fhould be conduted to the fame place, to
be ftrangled on a fcaffold lower than the firft.

" THe news of this fentence caufed a general uproar
all over the city, and every one called the juftice
of it in queftion. Antequera himfelf was of ano-

. ther way of thinking. His fentence had no fooner’

been read to him, than, as if a film had fuddenly
dropt from his eyes, he not only acknowledged
himfelf guilty, but the Jefuits appeared to him in
quite a different light from that, in which he had
hitherto confidered them. The firft thing he did
‘was, to engage the Provincial of the Dominicans,
who had immediately repaired to his prifon, to beg
‘Father Thomas Cavero, Refor of the College of
St. Paul, to come and fee him; and, as foon as he
faw Father Cavero enter his room, he fell proftrate
at his feet, bathed in tears; implored his pardon
and that of the whole Company for all he had done,
4 faid,
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faid, or publithed againft them; protefting, that,
if it was in his power, he would go round all their
houfes, with a chain about his neck, to make the
fame declaration, and afk the fame indulgence. .

THE Reftor, melting into tears at thefe demon-
ftrations of repentance, took him up, and, embracing
him in the tendereft manner, affured him that every
thing thould be forgot. He added, however, that,
as the injuries he had done the Society were of a
public nature, he thought the confeflion and repa-
ration of them fhould, likewife, be public. Ante-
quera anfwered, that nothing could be more juft,
and that he, accordingly, intended to acquit himfelf
of this duty on the Scaffold. But afterwards re-
fleting, that he might not be then in a condition
to explain himfelf as he ought, he charged Father
Afpericualta, a Dominican, who was come to prepare
him for death, to publith for him, before he was exe-
cuted, his retraction and repentance.

FatHer Cavero having then afked him, if he
might not expe&t to be of fome fervice to him,
he anfwered, that he would infinitely oblige him by
engaging Father Manuel de Galezan, to. come and
fee him, and not ftir from him during the three
days he had to live. Father Galezan, though he
had entirely loft his fight, and that very early, was
at this time the moft eminent Preacher and Dire&or
of confciences in all Lima. Antequera requefted
fome more of the gefuitS5 with whom he was beft
acquainted during his ftudies at Lima in the Col-
lege of St. Paul, to come and fee him likewife.
But he placed his chief confidence in Father de
Galezan, who came dire(tly and fhut himfelf up in
the prifon with him ;- and could fcarce obtain a fin-

le moment from him, to comply with his moft
ﬁadifpenfable duties, ’ ‘

S 3 Notuing,
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NoTHiNG, moreover, could be more edifying than
his converfation and his alpet; fo that the Friars,
who, according to the cuftom of the country, affift-
ed him in great numbers, had nothing to do but ta
cherifh the good fentiments with which God infpired
him. But, while the criminal thus condermned
himfelf, and thought of nothing but how he might
fatisfy juftice, and deferve the mergies of the Lord,
hothing was to be heard all over the city, but the
cries of perfons, of every rank and condition, exclaim-
ing againft the injuftice done him. Every one be-
lieved him on his word, when he protefted he was
innocent, and charged the Jefuits with the greateft
‘crimes ; and no one would believe him, when he
owned himfelf guilty, and retra€led all he had faid

ainft them. Some Qydors, it was given out,
refufed to fign his fentence. Thofe, who had fign-
ed it, were become the objeéts of the public hatred.
Nay, the Prefident himfelf, till now univerfally
cfteemed and refpected for his integrity and probity,

was torn to pieces by the moft crue] fatires. The

Jefuits were fpared full lefs than the Judges. In a
word, the general cry was, that the Viceroy facrificed
the moft evident innocence to the paffion of thefe
Religious, who now no longer dared to ftir out of
their houfes. This prevention had taken fo ftrong
a hold of the inhabitants, that they could not be
cured of it, even by feeing that Antequera, though
" furrounded by Friars in his way to the place of exe-
cution, did not give any folid marks of confidence to
any body but Father de Galezan.
It wason the sth of July 1731, that he was taken
out of prifon in the equipage I have mentioned ;
the Herald, who preceded him, making, with a loud
voice, the following proclamation: ¢ By order of
¢ the King our Sovereign Lord, whom God preferve,
¢ and in his Royal name, in virtue of the fentence
' - « pronounced
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“¢ pronounced by the moft excellent Lord the Vice-
“ roy of thefe Provinces, with the advice of the Royal
* Audience, Don Jofeph de Antequera y Caftro
““is condemned to die on a fcaffold, for having
-* made the Province of Paraguay take up arms;
‘“ engaged it feveral times in a revolt, and a refufal 1o
yield the obedience due to the fuperior Tribunals;
for having refufed to receive the Governor fent
by the Viceroy; for having aflembled an army
with artillery againft that coming from Buenos
Ayres by order of the fuperior powers; for having
“ attacked this army, and killed above fix hundred
“ men of it. For all thefe faéts, and others menti-
“ oned in the tryal, he is condemned to lofe his
* head on a fcaffold. May all thofe like him perifh
* in the fame manner.”

Tue Viceroy, who forefaw thefe commotions, had
fent for the Commandant of Calao with a detach-
ment of ‘his garrifon. But, in fpite of this precauti-
on, the moment Antequera appeared, the Great
Square, and the ftreets leading toit, filled witha mul-
titude of people, the moft moderate of whom, with
-thofe at the balconies and - windows, cried out,’
Mercy, Mercy; while the reft bellowed out fnjuBice,
InjuRice. A lay brother of the order of St. Francis
afcended the fcaffold ; and, fhaking his fleeve, bawled
out with all his might, Mercy, Mercy; then, getting
down again, he pofted himfelf under the fcaffold
with a great cudgel under his habit, Some time
after, there appearing a great croud, the foldiers from
Calao received orders to fire upon it, as there was
reafon to think it came to refcue the criminal ; and
two Francifcan Friars, who happened to be in it, were
unfortunately killed, It is even affirmed, that fome
{foldiers fired into a balcony, and there killed a third
Francifcan. Be that as it will, it is certain, that the
{ay brother under the fcaffold, on fecing the two firft

S 4 fall,

- 66
113
[
(13
(13



264 . THE HISTORY

fall, was feared to fuch a degree, that he immediate-
ly took to his heels, and never ftopt till he got to
St. Paul's College, where he ran like a man
who had loft his fenfes into the Apothecary’s fhop.
This I learned from one, who then happened to be in
the houfe. ‘

ANTEQUERA, who, all this time, was drawing near
the fcaffold, feemed to take little notice of what was
doing, except by begging of Father de Galezan not
~ to forfake him, but to continue to fuggeft to him
every thing he thought it his duty to do, to put
himfelf in a conditicn to appear before the Sovereign
Judge. The Viceroy, however, finding that the tumult
rather increafed than abated, took harfe, and put
himfelf at the head of his guards. But his prefence
ferved only to inflame it to a ftill greater degree.
Fearing, therefore, that the criminal (hould be ref-
cued, he ordered him to be fired at. Some have
affured, that it was then the two Francifcan Fathers,
I juft now mentioned, and who it is faid were of the
number of thofe that affifted Antequera, had the
misfortune of being killed ; but this fac, itis proba-
‘ble, was publifhed merely to render the Viceroy odi-
ous. Antequera was ftill on horfeback, when the
foldiers fired at him ; but they took their aim fo well
that he fell to the ground. It however might have
happened, that, fome foldiers having afterwards fired
fome random fhots, two of the Religious who affifted
the criminal might have fallen through fear, and be
afterwards trampled to death. At leaft, Father Galezan
was thrown down by the multitude when they dif-
perfed. Be that as it will, it is univerfally allowed,
that Antequera was mortally wounded, and expired
the moment after hjs fall in the, arms of the Fathers
de Galezan and Philip de Valverde; and that they had
the fatisfaction to fe¢ him dic in the fame fentiments,

i
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in which, fince his condemnation, they had always
found him."

Tre Viceroy immediately ordered his body to be
laid upon the fcaffold, and his head to be cut offand
fhewed to the people by the Executioner. He then
fent to take the Alguazil Major; Don John de Mena,
.out of prifon; and as the Executioner, who was to
ftrangle him, could not be found, he gave orders
-that he fhould be beheaded, and his head fhewed in
the fame manner with Antequera’s. All this was
done without any- one daring to make the leaft oppo-
fition; the intrepidity fhewn by his excellency in a
conjunéture, in which his life was in danger, having
difconcerted the feditious. I omitfeveral things which
happened when thefe executions were. over, as I
thou%ht it no eafy matter to diftinguith between truth
and falfchood in the relations given of them.,

BOOL
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BOOK XII

Effesls produced, in Paraguay, by the execution of Ante
quers and Mena.  Jefusts driven a third time out of
therr College at the Affumption. Don Fofeph Palos's
letter om the .accafion to their Provincial. Tbe Guay-
curss threaten the City. Confufion in it. Meafures
taken by Don Bruso de Zavala for tbe fecurity of the
szt. Tbe Commune retain the Bifbop againft
s Fbe town of Corientes takes part with the
Commusne, and fends its King's Lieutenant frg’[om to
he tion. The Commune recesve a blow from
the os Indians. Don Manuel Augufisn do
Ruiloba mamed Governor of Paraguay. Meafures
taken by the Bifbop to facilitate bis reception. Re~
dutlion Indians ordered -to affemble on the fromtiers.
Bifbop of Bucnos Ayres, at the Affumption. His firange
bebaviour there. Civil war in the Commune 3 ended
by a truce made by tbe mediation of the two Bifbops.
Arrival of the new Governor at tbe Affumption. He
mcets with great o@o{/}ion 1n bis attempts to re-cRablifb
the Jefuits. Th: Malecontents raife troops. The
Governor does the [ame, but is abandoned by moft of
them : will not Iiffen to any accommodation 5 is left
alone, and killed ;, bis body treated with great indigmity,
Tbe Commune name the Bifbop of Buenos Ayres their
Goversor. The Reduction Indians return bome. The name

Commune changed into that of General Funto.
ew Governor made a tool of by the Commune 5 figns
an edil againft the fefuits. Reprefentation of their
Provincial. Don Diego de bs Rayes fully juftified.
The Bifbop of Paraguay convinces of bis mifbebaviour
that of ‘Buenos Ayres, who thereupon witbdrans ta
ueno§
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Buenos Ayres.  The Bifbop of Paraguay follows bim,
The Reduttion Indians return to the Fromtiers. Or-
ders of the Viceroy, in confequence of the murder of
the Governor. Famine and ficknefs in the Reduttions.
New divifions in the Junto. Death-bed retrattion
of the Defender of the Junto. Effecls of it. Don
Bruno Maurice de Zavala cayfes bimfelf to be recerved
in quality of Governor of Paraguay; defeats the rear

. guard -of the rebel army. Punifoment of Prifoners.
Reduction Indians difmiffed.  Governor's lester in
their favour 1o the King. He makes bis entry into the
Affumption.  Unexpeéled fubmiffion of [everal Rebels.

. Some punifbed. The Bifbop of - Paraguay fbipwrecked
in bis return to the Affumption.  Jefusts unanmaufly
recalled by the whole province © bow. received.  Don
Bruno named Governor of Chili; appoints Don Mar-
tin d Echauri Governor of Paraguay : Jfets out for bis
new government.  Attempt of the Spaniards upon the
Colony of the Holy Sacrament, affified by the Reduttion
Indians. One of their paflors killed at the attack.
College founded for the Fefuits, at Buenos Ayres ; avd a
boufe, at Monte Video.  Bifbop of Tucuman Jfolicits
leave to become one of them.

ONSIDERING the fituation in which _ -
we left “affairs at the Affumption, one 732
might very well forefee every thing that happened
there, on the inhabitants of it receiving an acconnt
of the execution of Don g;’)fcph de Antequera y
Caftro, and DonaI]ohn de Mena. From what had
paffed on the occalion in the Capital of Peru, it was
but natural to exped, that things would be carried ta
a degree of fanaticifm in the Province of Paraguay,
Moft of thofe who compofed the Commune, even
thofe who headed the Junto, had been ac-
complices in the crimes, which had brought Ante-
quera and Mena to the fcaffold; and as they muft
expect to meet the fame fate, if they happcnedftu '
' all
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fall into the hands of the Viceroy, they refolved to
die fword in hand, rather than expofe themfelves to
the danger of it. The daughter of Don John de
Mena had married Ramon de las Llanas, who died late-
ly; and fhe was now in mourning for him. But, the
minute fhe heard of her Father’s death, fhe threw
off her weeds, and publicly appeared in her richeft
cloaths, telling all thofe who exprefled any furprize
at her doing fo, that it would be indecent in her ta
wear any marks of affliCtion, after receiving the news
of a death fo glorioufly fuffered in the caufe of her
country.

NoTtHiNG was to be heard but encomiums on the
two pretended vitims of Liberty; and it wasim-
mediately refolved to facrifice the Jefuits to them,

On this Occafion, Don Anthony Ruiz de Arrellano, -

who was at this time ruling Alcalde, behaved, at firft,
in a manner feemingly no way to his honour,
for he was fufpected of having kept this refolution
a fecret, merely to"perfuade the public he knew
nothing of* the matter; and that fo extraordinary an
action was the fudden effe&t of a popular commotion
which he could neither forefee nor prevent. There
. has fince, - however, appeared ample reafon to be-
lieve, that he, in fa&, fought merely to amufe the
Commune, in order to gain time to fruftrate their
defigns ; and he has declared it himfelf in an authen-
tick act, at a time he lay under no temptation to dif-
guife the truth. o ,

ThHe firft thing he did was to go with the Alcaldes
ele®, and pay a vifit to the Coadjutor. After falu-
ting him witH marks of the profoundeft refpect and
the fincereft forrow, they befeeched him to forget
all the indignities they had offered to his charaéter
and perfon ; and, liftening entirely to his paternal ten-
dernefs, employ his good offices with the Viceroy
to obtain their pardon, as he might affure his excel-

. - . ) l,cncg

[
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lency they were heartily difpofed to yield him the
moft unlimited obedicnce, and. receive any Governor
he might think proper to fend them. In fhort, they
befeeched him to order a Novena in honour of the
holy Patrons of the City, and accompanied by pub-
lic a&ts of penance, in order to obtain from Heaven,
through their intercefion, the tranquillity of the
Province. . .

Withour calling into queftion Arrellano’s up-
rightnefs on this occafion, we cannot but fi
that the new Alcaldes meant only to amufe the Pre«
late and the Public by this application. It was ne
fmall comfort to the Bifhop to fee the three princi-
pal Chiefs of the Junto in fuch favourable difpefitions ;
for it never entered his thoughts to fufpect their fin-
cerity. He promifed and granted every thing they
came to afk. The Novena began and proceeded in
a very edifying manner ; but the Commune made ufe
of thefe holy exercifes, mzrely as a veil to hide their
preparations to ‘execute defigns of a very different
nature. B :

Nor did they wait for this the expiration of the
Novena; for, on the feventh day, being the 11th of
February, on which Sexagefima Sunday fell that
year, they held an Affembly at the Towa-houfe,
in which it was refolved, that within two days the
Jefuits fhould be dragged out of theis College, and
embarked on the Paraguay ; that all thofe, who had
deferted the Commune, and the two Regidors, Ca-
vallero and Anafco de Benitez, whofe informations
were thought to have contributed moft to the mif-
fortune of Antequera and Mena, fhould be put to
death ; that guards fhould be placed at all the ave-
nues of the Epifcopal Palace, to hinder the Coadju-
tor from ftirring abroad ; and that he fhould not be
fo much as permitted to thew himfelf to the people ;
that no one fhould be permitted to enter the Cathe-

; -
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dral; and thét it fhould be declared death to pub=
Jith the fentence of excommunication and inter-
diCtion, with which the Prelate had threatened the
City; in fine, that all their fteps fhould be taken
 fuch a manner, as to leave no room to fufpe& they
had been previoufly concerted.
Arrir thiz, two thoufand horfe affembled with-
. out the City ; and, the 1gth aboutnoon, exaltly two
years and a day after the Jefuits had been received,
as it were in triumph, at the Affumption, thefe troops
entered the City ; proceeded with great fhouts direttly
to the College ; hewed down the gates with hatchets
deftroyed or carried off every thing they could lay
their hands upon; and turned the Jefuits out with
fo much precipitation, that they had not fo much
as time to take their Breviaries along with them, and
filt lefs to remove the Blefled Sacrament to a place
of fafety, or {creen the facred veflels from the pro-
fanation there was too much reafon to fear they
~ might be expofed to from men, who now no longer
fet any bounds to their fury. o
"~ Tuis riot was headed by captain Roch Infurra-
ble, who added to thofe violences a great deal of
abufive language, and died foon after, throwing up
ell his blood at the mouth. Thomas Lobara and
Diego d’Avalos, whom the Commune had de-
puted to the Town-houfe, to leave the order there
for the expulfion of the Jefuits, perifhed, likewife,
much about the fame time. The firft was affaffinated,
and had but juft time to exprefs his repentance, and
afk pardon of the Fathers of the Company. D’Ava-
los, more guilty, died of an apoplexy, before a Prieft
- could be found to .affift him. The Bithop, however,
though clofely confined, received notice of every
thing thac had happened, and found means to fend
a perfon to read to the rebels the fentence, by which
he declared them excommunicated ; but they ftopt
their
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their ears not to hear it, thinking by that means to
elude the force of it. The Prelate, moreover, wrote
the fame day to Father Jerom Herran, Provincial
of the Jefuits, the following letter, containing fome
particulars, which are not to be found ellewhere :

“ This is, Reverend Father, the unhappeft day.
“ of my life, and I think it a miracle that & has not
“ been the la. 1 fhould have died with grief at
“ the fight of my moft dearly beloved Brothers, and
“'my relpetable Fathers, facrilegionfly expelled by
“ the Commune, whofe obftinacy I found impoffi-
 ble to furmpunt by three fucceflive admonitions
“ of the excommunication contained in the Bull
“ in Cexa Dominf, which were ferved upon all
“ thofe who advifed, favoured, or executed, fo epor~
“ mous a crime; a general and perfonal inter-
“ di, which I ca{l;y upog the City and all the Pro-
“ vince, though foldiers were placed in the
« of my Cathedral, and it was declared death w
« ring the bells. On the firft notice I had of their
« defign, I fent word to the Rector to fhat up all
« the doors of the College; but thefe facrilegious
< wretches either forced them open, or hewed them
« down with hatchets. I myfelf was iavefted with
¢ foldiers in my own apartment, without being for
“ much as permitted to appear at ¢he door; and 1
< fhould have only expafed my charaGer by follow-
“ ing my inclination, which was to accompany my
¢« dear Fathers; fhake the duft off my fandals; and
« abandon for ever thefe excommunicated mifcre-
“ ants, - '

“ Tup army of the Commune, when arrived
“ within a league of the City, fent four Deputies to
“ me, two of whom had accepted this commiffion
* merely to fave their lives and their fortunes, of
“ which they were, in cafe of refufal, threatened bt:
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“ be fttipt. They were charged to tell me, in the
“ name of thefe troops; that they were coming to
“ the Affamption; to drive the Jefuits out of it;
“ and that it was, therefore, proper 1 fhould order
“ them to leave it of themfelves. I an{wered themy
“ that this exceeded my authority ; but that I had
“ that of declaring, and actually declared, all thofe
“ who compofed the Commune; notorioufly excom-
“ municated: I gave the fame anfwer to the Secular
“ Chapter, which came to give me the fame advice;
« adding, that on this depended the welfare of the
% Province; and that it even highly concermed the
“ livesof & great many perfons. I declared to them,
“ that I would fooner lofe a thoufand lives than fuf-’
¢ fer the leaft infringement of the immunities
~ « of the Churcli; that I had already, for many
“ days paft, offered to God the facrifice of that
“ he had beftowed on me; and fiill offered myfelf
“ from the bottom of my heart as a holocauft to
“ his Divine Majetty in fo glorious a caufe.

“ Bur nothing could reftrain their facrilegious"

“ fury, which, however, with all their menaces,
“ was not able to make any impreflion upon me. I
“ wifh I had deferved what St. Ignatins the Martyr ex-
“ petted from a kind of men not unlike them;
‘¢ Utinam fruar befljis, que mibi funt preparate, .
“ I remain without voice, for tears interrupt my
“ fpeech. Letnot your Reverence defer writing to
“ the Viceroy, a fingle moment, and acquaint himt
“ with every thing.

«“ P.S. Your Reverence may, if you think proper,
“ fend the Viceroy a copy of my letter. I no
“ longer fee any remedy to the diforders of the
“ Province. The Rebels have threatened to drag

“ by force out of the fan¢tuary, and burn, the’

¢ Prieft who fhall refufe to abfolve them, ever
. “ though
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« though they fhould atk no pardon; to famifth
« the town, and ravage the Reductions.. I beg
“ your Reverence may give notice to the Miffio-
¢ naries and Indians there to be on their guard, and
“ recommend to our Lord the unfortunate Jo-
“ feph Bithop of Paraguay.” * -

NorHiNG but a foreign war was now wanting tqy
complete the misfortunes of that Province; anditis
furprifing how the Guaycurus came to be fo long
ignorant of. the confufion that prevailed in it, or not
take advantage of that confufion. Atlaft, fome days
after ther]efuits had been expelled from the Affump-
tion, thefe Barbarians gave it a pretty warm alarm.
On this occafion, it was requifite to have recourfe
to the troops of the Commune; but they declared,
that they would rather fee the whole City laid im
afhes, than employ their arms in its defence, unlefs
the Bithop confented to. take off the excommunica-
tion and interdi¢t. The Prelate anfwered, that he
was ready to do both, provided the excommunica-
ted would take an oath in the Cathedral, and before
the Blefled Sacrament, that they would never
more violate the immunities of the Church. They
complied with this condition ; and the Bifhop, after
pronouncing the abfolution, gave them to under-
ftand, that, the moment they broke their oath, they
would again, and by the fact alone, incur the cen-
fures from which he but now loofed them. They
promifed every thing ; but in fuch a manner, as afford-
ed little hopes of their keeping their word.

THue Guaycurus, finding that preparations were
making to attack them, thought fit to retire,

# It appears, by this and the following fubfcription, that the Bi-
fhop of Paraguay, to whom Don Jofeph had been named Coadju-
tor, was now dead. :

Vou. IL T They
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They no {ooner difappeared, than the rebels, haviag
difcovered fome carts loaded with fuch of the College
furniture as had not been plundered, made ready to
feize them. But the Bifhop, having received timely
notice of what they were about, immediately repaired
to the town houfe, to remonftrate againft o unworthy
an a& of violence; and got an order to forbid it.
Within a few days after this, the confufion increafed to
fuch a degree, that it was often impoffible to know
who commanded. Accordingly, no one any longer
acknowledged any authority, or yielded any obedi-
ence, but as far as it fuited his inclination or intereft.
Don Martin de Barua, who no longer pretended to
be Governor, the Prefident of the Junto, the Alfarez
Royal Curtido, and the two ruling Alcaldes, had ftill,
it is true, fome fhadow of credit; efpecially Anthony
de la Sota, - who fupplied in their affemblies the
place of Fernand Mompo, by the boldnefs with which
he decided on every occafion, fo that his credit
ferved only - to increafe the confufion. Arrellano,
his colleague, appeared among them againft his
will; and never intermeddled in any of their proceed-
ings.

gl'r was even merely to avoid utter ruin, that he
ftillaffociated with them, fo that he, under-band, pre-
vented all the mifchief in his power. The Camp-
mafter General Martinez oppofed, likewife, as much
as in him lay, the boundlefs licenfe of the moft fedi-
tious, and even openly difapproved the violences
committed againft the Jefuits, though by doing fo
he greatly hurt his credit, in fo much that moft of
the military men required that he fhould be ftript
of his employment. But he refolved to be before-hand
with them, 1n fuch a manner, however, as to make
them fenfible that it was not in their power to depofe
him. For this purpofe, he colleted fix hundred
men upon whom he could depend, and entered the

o - City
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City at their head; and then, when the Commune
expected to fec him take fome vigorous refolutions,
he threw up his employment. He then retired to
the country, followed by five hundred men; fay-
ing that he would remain there till the Viceroy
had fent a Governor to Paraguyay, to put an end to
the prefent trouble and confufion.

His place was immediately filled up by Chriftopher
Dominguez de Obelar ; and the poft of Serjeant Ma-
Jor, vacant by Obelar’s promotion, was given to
Captain Francis de Aguero. Don Bruno Maurice
de Zavala, having fome time before received notice,
that the Commune were taking meafures to make
themfelves matters of the Reductions neareft to the
frontiers of Paraguay, had given orders, the goth of
March, to the King’s Lieutenant of Corientes, to
fend fome foldiers to join the Indians, whom he had
previoufly direted to poft themfelves at the paffes
of the Tebiquari; and, in cafe the troops of the
Commune fhould attempt to diflodge them, to
forward two hundred Spaniards to make fure of the
port of Itati. But there happened to be little
or no occafion for thefe precautions. :

Tue troops of the Commune were too raw and

undifciplined to wifh to meafure their ftrength with -

thefe brave Indians. The Officers of the former had
even affured the latter, in order to engage them to
return home; that they did not intend to give them
any uneafinefs, But the Indians anfwered, that they
would remain where they were, till he, who had
ordered them there, fhould order them to retire.
Befides, the Deputies fent by the Officers of the
Commune found them fo advantageoufly pofted,
that, on the bare report of their well-chofen fitu-
ation, a fudden pannic feized the whole party,
who already thought they faw them at the very gates

of their City. They even attempted to engage the.

T 2 . Bithop
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Bifhop to fend them an order to return home; and
chofe the Camp-mafter General to wait upon him
for that purpofe.

THE Prelate, who had already anfwered a requeft
of the fame nature by faying, that it was only in
their own defence the. Neophytes had taken up arms,
returned Dominguez the fame anfwer ; and, on Do-
minguez’s having the infolence to give him the lie, he
applied to the Magiftrates to. do_him juftice for fo
flagrant a breach of refpet, as there was no Governor
to do it. Soon after, however, Dominguez finding
an opportunity.to make the Bifhop feel his power
and refentment, he'made the moft of it. Don Jofeph
de Palos had lately received a letter from Father
John de Arregui, whom we have already mentioned,to
beg he might come to Buenos Ayres, to confecrate him ;
alledging, asan excufe for his taking {o great a liber-
ty, the ftrong defire his family had to affift at the
ceremony. Don Jofeph, willing to oblige Father de
Arregui, was preparing to embark, when Dominguez
engaged the Commune to oppofe his departure, on
‘pretence, that, confidering the prefent ftate of affairs
in the Capital, the Bifthop’s prefence could not be
difpenfed with. But his principal motive for hold-
ing this language was the apprehenfions. he was
- under, left the Prelate fhould take, in concert with
-the Governor of Rio de la Plata, effe¢tual meafures
for bringing the Commune to reafon; and indeed
‘it is very probable, that this was Don Jofeph’s chief
_redfon for granting Father de Arregui’s requeft.

IT was even fufpected that the Commune had
-another reafon for oppofing the Bithop’s depar-
ture; and the fequel of this hiftory. will fthew that
this fufpicion was well founded. They wanted, it
was thought, - to draw to the Affumption the new
Bithop, whom they believed to be in their intereft ;
-.-and, therefore, left Don Jofeph fhould attempt to

: - embark
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embark without giving them an opportunity to ftop
him, they took the jufteft meafures to prevent it. It
is certain, that, had he penetrated their true motive
for behaving in this manner, he never would have
confented to confecrate Father de Arregui. But
there are numberlefs things, which upright and well-
meaning men can lefs forelee and are lefs apt to fufpect
than others, As, therefore, Don Jofeph could not
leave the Aflumption, he wrote to Father de Arregui,
that, if he could not defer his confecration, he muft
repair to the Affumption for that purpofe.

IN the mean time, the Neophytes pofted at the
pafles of the Tebiquari were very uneafy at not
feeing any appearance of the two hundred Spaniards,
who were to fecure Itati; but they foon heard the
reafon of it. A treaty of aflociation, which the
Commune of Paraguay had been for fome time paft
negotiating with the town of Corrientes, had
been juft concluded ; and the inhabitants of the latter
had chofen to declare themfelves the very moment,
" that the King’s Lieutenant was going to draught the
two hundred men he had orders to fend to -Itati.
Nay, they went fo far as to bind him hand and foot,
and fend him in this condition to their friends at the
Aflumption. '

THEY had even the infolence to fend Deputies to
Buenos Ayres, to acquaint Don Bruno Maurice de
Zavala, that what they had done was for his Ma-
jefty’s intereft ; that they made no doubt, not only
of his Majefty’s approving it, but of his con-
firming the new form of Government they had efta-
blithed in the name and by the authority of the
Commune, as likewie the Officers they. had
chofen ; and leave the Republick at liberty te depofe
them, and put others in their p'aces,” when they
fhould judge it requifite for his Majefty’s fervice.
All this time they could not be ignorant of their

T 3 Governor’s
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Governar’s way of thinking, as not to know how
much they had to fear from him, But they depend-
ed on being powerfully affifted by the Commune ;
and, in fa&, they foon received from them two barks
full of foldiers and military ftores, which fo well con-
certed a project for putting them in a condition to
make themielves mafters of the Marfh of Neambucu
that it muft have infallibly fucceeded, were it not for

- the vigilance and alertnefs of the Neophytes, who
were before-hand with them in- taking poffetlion of
this important poft.

Tue Commune doubted fo little of the fuccefs of
. this enterprize, that the Camp-mafter General began
to flatter himfelf, that thefe Indians, feeing their re-
treat cut off, would turn all their thoughts to their
towns, by this means expofed to the difcretion of the
Commune’s forces; and thereby afford an eafy oppor=
tunity to difperfe them, He, therefore, put
himfelf at the head of two thoufand men, and en-
camped pretty near them. But, as they no longer
apprehended any thing on the fide of the Marfh,
‘whofe avenues were all verzl well guarded, they made
no motion till the fifteenth of May, that a detach-
ment they fent in the night time over the river
fell upon the van-gnard of the Camp-mafter Ge-
neral, and carried off, without the leaft refiftance,
a body of three hundred horfe, This ftruck fo great
a terror into the reft, that Dominguez, ‘unabie ta
rally the runaways, found himfelf under a neceffity
of followin{g them to the Affumption. The Neo-
.phytes purfued them for fome time, and two of them
were bold enough to proceed to the very walls, and
reconnoitre all the roads leading toit.

News now came, that the Viceroy had named to
the Government of Paraguay, Don Ifidore de Miro-
nes Benavente, Oydor of the Royal Audience of
- Charcas, who had lately given great proofs of his
S prudence
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prudence and capacity, by pacifying the Province of
Cochabamba. It was even reported, that he was
already making forced marches towards the
Capital. In fa&, he had already reached T'ucuran,
when he was overtaken by a Courier fent after hind
by the Viceroy, to-let him know, that the King had
difpofed of the Government of Paraguay, in favour
of Don Manuel Auguftin de Ruiloba, Captain Ge-
neral of Callao. The Viceroy had eveh aiready fent
Don Manuel his commiffion, with orders to fet out
direétly, and write to the Governor of Rio de 11 Pla:
ta, that, on his arrival at Buenos Ayres, he might
find in readinefs the forces, which Don Bruno had
orders to fupply him with, to enable him the better
to reduce the Paraguay rebels. .

As it was the Provincial of the Jefuits, who had
informed the Viceroy of the laft excefles committed
by the Commune, in obedience to the Bithop of
Paraguay, and likewife of the revolt of the Inhabi: -

“tants of Corrientes, this nobleman, in his anfwer t6
¢the Provincial,. informed him of the meafures hé
was taking to remedy fo many diforders; acquainted
him with the new Governor’s departure; and re-
commended to him to let him have as many Indians
as he might want to execute the orders, with which
he was intrufted. ‘

“ ‘THe letter, that accompanies this, (fays he in the
¢ conclufion) and is addrefled to the moft excellent
“ JLord Don Bruno Maurice de Zavala, contains
< all that he is to do, that Don Manuel Auguftin d¢
“ Rueloba may find every thing ready, and may be
« able to at immediately on his arrival. Forward
“ my letter by the fureft and fhorteft conveyance,
« that it may get the fooner into the hands of the
« faid Lord Don Bruno, as his Majefty's fervice
« requires. Communicate, likewife, every thing I .

T 4 ' “ write
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writt you to my Lord Bifhop; and, at the
fame time, let him know, how much Iam charm-
ed with his condu&, and the zeal he has fhown for
his Majefty’s fervice. May the Lord preferve
your Reverence many years, which is what I
wifh, &c.” '
THE fame packet contained the following piece.

“ In the City of Los Reyes of Peru, the 24th
of June 1732, were prefent in the Royal Hall of
Juftice, the moft excellent Lord Don Jofeph de
Armandaris, Marquis of Caftel Fuerte, Lieute-
nant Genperal of the King’s Armies, whom God
preferve, Viceroy, Governor, and Captain General
of his kingdoms of Peru; and the Lords Don
Jofeph de la Concha, Marquis of Cafa-Concha,
Don Alvarez de Navia Bolanos and Mofcofo, Don
Alvarez Cavero, Don Alvarez Quiros, Don Gaf-
par Perez Buclta, Don Jofeph Ignatins de Aviles,
Prefident and Oydors of this Royal Audience,
and .the Lord Den Lawrence Anthony de la Pu-
ente,. his Attorney General in.civil affairs; when,

. after hearing. the "different pieces and papers con-

cérning the troubles of Paraguay, and deliberating
maturely on the importance of the facts contained
in them, it was refo}ved to befeech his Excellency
to enjoin the Father Provincial of the Company of
Jefus in Paraguay, or, in his abfence, the Father who
governs -the neareft-Miflions of the faid Province
of Paraguay, to fupply directly his Lordfhip Don
Bruno Maurice de Zavala, or Don Manuel -Auguf-
tin de Ruiloba, - Governor of Paraguay, with as
many. well-armed Indians of the Tape.and other
Reductions as they may require, to oblige the rebels
to return to their duty; and to execute the refolu-
tions which his Excellency has takén by the ad-
vice of the Council. : His Excellency has compli-

“ed
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“ ed with this advice ; and, jointly with the faid Lords,
“ has figned the prefent letter.
“ Do ManNveL FernaNDES DE PAREDEs
“ firft Secretary of the Council for civil and
 military affairs.”

As foon as Don Jofeph de Palos received an ac-
count of thefe preparations and orders, he did all
that-lay in his power to fmooth the way for the new
Governor. He applied to the Camp-mafter Mon-
tiel, Don Miguel his brother, Don Bernardin Mar-
tinez, and fome others, to aflemble a body of troops
fufficient to keep the Commune in awe, and found them
in the happieft difpofitions; but what gave him ftill
greater hopes of compaffing his defign, was the divi-
fion which ftill reigned among the rebels.

THE heads of the Commune, who got the wind
of the Bithop’s defign, immediately faw all they had
to fear from the fuccefs of it, and the neceflity of
oppofing to him fome perfon, who might balance
his. authority. The Prelate on his fide, now better
informed- of Father de Arregui’s difpofitions, began
to repent his having offered to confecrate him, if he
came. to the Afflumption. But, as he flattered him-
felf: the Governor would arrive with fufficient forces
to.contgin the fattious, he did not think proper to
recall, his word ; and the Commune did all that lay
in their power to haften the coming of this Religious,
as they hoped to derive the greateft advantages from
his prefence.

WaHaT gave them moft trouble was,. to fee the Ne-
ophytes encamped on the frontiers, and in conftant
readinefs to enter the Proyince on the firft notice.
Afier trying in vain various methods to oblige them
to return home, from whence it was given out in the
City they were come merely by the orders of the Jefuits,
they took it into their heads to write to the Governo;.

a
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of Rio de la Plata, that they every where committed
the greateft diforders, and that it was the unamimous
requeft of the whole Province to be freed from
thefe Barbarians. Don Bruno contented him-
felf with anfwering, that he could not comply with
their requeft till the arrival of gthe new Governor
i"er:stt t(;) Paraguay by his Majefty, whom he daily ex-
pected. .
© THis anfwer threw the Commune into defpair,
and made them refolve to ufe their utmoft effort to
%et rid of the Indians ; chufing, they faid, to perithin
ghting for their liberties, rather than run the rifk of be-
ing murdered with their wives and children by Barba-
rians governed and led on by Jefuits. Thefe Indians,
on their fide, withed for nothing more ardently than
to fee themfelves authorized to take revenge for
their lofs at the battle of the Tebiquari, fince which
a great number of their brethren groaned under the
flavery of the Spaniards. But, fome time after, the
Commune made a propofal for exchanging them
againft the Spaniards whom they had taken in the
action we juft now mentioned ; and the Indians con-
fented to it. :

Tue Bifhop thought this a favourable conjunéture
for offering his mediation to the Commune, 2nd they
accepted it.  Upon this, the Junto publithed an or-
der, on pain of death, not to moleft the Indians, as the
Bifhop had required ; on condition, however, that they

fhould fall back fome leagues. This the Indians.

did, out of refpect to the Prelate, and promifed, be-
fides, to undertake nothing without exprefs orders
from the Governor of Rio de la Plata. It was even
agreed, that both parties might treat further with
each other, when it fhould be judged requifite; and
this agreement was no fooner figned -than the troops
of the Commune, who were already on their march
towards the frontiers, were recalled to the Affump-

' tion 5
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tion; and the Neophytes, on their fide, removed their
camp to the Aguapay, where they could give no
umbrage to the Spamards; yet, befides being in no
danger of being furprized, were at hand to fupport
their Redutions in cafe of attack.

THEY gave advice of this convention to Don Bru-
no Mauricé de Zavala, who anfwered them, the 29th
of September, that he approved every thing they
had done; and that, for the future, they were to go-
vern themfelves by the orders they fhould receive
from the new Governor of Paraguay. In the mean .
time, Don Jofeph de Palos found that he was greatly
miftaken in confidering the accommodation, which
he had juft negotiated, as a' means of haftening the
pacification 0? the Province. It foon appeared
more agitated than ever. All the laws both human
and divine were trampled under foot, and every day
brought forth fome new monfter. While things
-were in this fitnation, Father de Arregui arrived, and
was received by the Commune with tranfports of
Joy, which ferved not a little to prejudice againft
him the few faithful Subjeéts, which s Majefty had
ftill left in this unhappy City.

THE day after his arrival, he propofed, in an Af-
fembly of the Commune, to exchange his Bifthop-
rick againft that of the Aflumption; adding, that,
as Don Jofeph de Palos was not liked by the greateft
part of his Diocefe, he would certainly much rather

be Bithop of Buenos Ayres. The Treafurer of the
~ Chapter and the Curate of the Cathedral applauded
this propofal; the Prefident of the Junto and the
other Officers expreffed great joy at it; and, in a
fhort time, the whole Commune cried out, that they
would have Don John de Arregui for Bifhop. En-
deavours, therefore, were immediately ufed to en-

age Don f(J)o{'eph de Palos to confent to exchange.
%u‘t ‘he abfolutely refufed it, and declared to Don

~ “John
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John de Arregui, who had made the propofal with-
out afking his advice, that, if he did not put a ftop
to the tumult his inconfideratenefs had occafioned,
he would not only not confecrate him, byt excom-
municate thofe who had excited it, and lay the whole
City under an interdict.

THis firmnefs of Don Jofeph ftaggered Father de
Arregui, and immediately brought to his mind all
the confcquences, with which fo unwarrantable a ftep
might be attended.  He, therefore, {poke to the heads
of the Commune; and, as no more clamours were
heard, Don Jofeph de Palos confecrated him. But,
inftead of going home to govern his Diocefe, he con-
tinued, under various pretences, at the Affumption,
where his prefence greatly increafed the infolence of
the Commune, by the approbation he pretty openly
beftowed on their proceedings. He did not even
always obferve the rules of common decéncy in do-
ing fo, but permitted the Commune’s profperity to
be publicly toafted at his table; and always {poke
of it with honour. This lafted till news arrived that
the new Governor was on his way to the Aflump-
tion; for then every one began' to think for him-
felf ; and fome of the Chiefs of the Junto voted
to receive him, againft the fentiment of all the other
members.

ArrRELLANO, who was now at the head of this
tribunal, and who for a long time paft aflociated
with the Commune merely through a principle of
fear and intereft, was bold enough to declare, that
he was refolved to go as far as Santafe, to meet the
Governor. The Commune, not doubting but that
it was to make his peace, gave orders to prevent his
leaving the city. But he had been a long time pre-
paring for his evafion, and fo found means to em-
bark, unperceived, with the beft part of his effets.
On his arrival at Santafe, he was greatly furprized

nox
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not to find the Governor there; and refolved to go
and wait for him at Buenos Ayres, where he was
ftill more furprized to hear that he was not as yet
arrived. o .

As the Commune no longer reckoned upon him,
they proceeded to the eletion of a new Prefident
for the Junto; and the choice happening to fall on
the Camp-mafter General Don Chriftopher Domin-
guez de Obelar, they at the fame time declared him
firft Alcalde for the enfuing year; and, refolved as
they were not to fubmit, they could do nothing bet-
ter than throw all their authority into the hands of
him among their Chiefs, upon whom they could *
place the greateft dependance. They had, however,
written another letter to the Governor, to acquaint
him; yet without flackening their preparations to
- oppofe his reception. Thefe preparations confifted
in depofing the Officers they entertained any fufpi-
cion of ; and a letter, they received from Arrellano,
mz{t'de them redouble their attention for that pur-
pofe.

THis Officer informed them, that they
never had more occafion to be upon their 733
guard; and that the Viceroy had given the new
Governor the moft ample powers and the moft po-
fitive orders to ‘take informations againft all thofe,
who had contributed to the troubles of the province.
Some remains of affetion for the Commune was,
probably, his motive for giving them this notice, at
the fame time that he was taking the propereft mea.
fures to fecure himfelf an intereft in the Superior
Courts of Juftice ; as he found himfelf in a fituation,
in which he thought he had little to hope, on the
one hand ; and a great deal to fear, dn the other.
Be that as it will, the Commune fufpected him too
much to benefit by his advice. So early as the
month of January 1733, it had fplit into two factions,

one,



286 THE HISTORY

one of which wantéd to depofe the new Prefident,
whom the other maintained; and blows, perhaps,
would have enfued, had not the two Bifhops the good
fortune to make them agree to a kind of truce. But
this was only fmothering the fire a liule; for it
broke-out again in the month of April, and the Ca-
pital was on the point of becoming a field of battle,
when the Bithop of the Diocefe again found means
to reftrain their fury. His endeavours, however,
we may reafonably conclude, were not a little helped
by the near approach of the Governor, the news of
. whofe arrival at Itati foon reached the Aflumption.
From this place he wrote, the 6th of July, a
letter to Father d’Aguilar, Superior of the Parana Re-
ductions, to order him, in the Viceroy’s name, not
only to leave his Neophytes, who amounted to feven
thoufand men, in the poft they occupied, but to ar-
ray, in all the Reduions, all thofe capable of bear-
+ing arms, and hold them in readinefs to march on
the firft notice he fhould fend them for that purpofe.
Father d’Aguilar anfwered, that thefe orders had
already been communicated to him by his Provin-
cial, Father Herran; and that, coft what it would,
* they fhould be puntually obeyed. Father d’Aguilar
had great reafon to fay, “ coft what it would ;” for it
really coft both the Miffionaries and their flocks a great
deal to keep in the field, for fo long a time, fo nume-
rous a body. Their abfence had put a ftop to all
manner of field labour, and thereby occafioned 4
dreadful famine, attended with epidemical diforders,
. which fwept away more fouls than had been fent into
the field for the King’s fervice. Befides, the frequent
menaces of the Commune had frightened great num-
bers into the woods. In one day, between four and
five hundred Tobatines, lately drawn out of their
forefts, fled back to them. Even feveral of the old
Chriftians buried themfelves in the mountains, in queﬂé
o
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of provifions. The perplexities, vexations, and fa-
tigues of the Miffionaries, amidft fo many calamities,
arenot to be defcribed. The only comfort they had
was, that {o many evils did not impair the zeal of their
Neophytes for the King’s fervice ; and that the trials,
to which God permitted their loyalty to be put, made
no impreflion on any except the Tobatines, who
were as yet but profelytes, and whom means were af-
terwards found to bring back to the fold.

WhaiLe thefe brave Indians thus oppofed to the
fury of the Commune a dike, which all their efforts
could not overcome, a Friar undertook to juftify all
their crimes, by a manifefto, in which he fpared nei-
ther the Governor, nor the Bithop, nor the Viceroy;
and ftill les the Jefuits, whofe expulfion, according
to him, was an unanfwerable proof of their zeal for
the fervice of God and the King. Notwithftanding
the virulence and indecency of .this piece, the charac-
ter with which its author was invefted, and the con-
fidence with which he advanced the moft odious fats,
made fome impreffion on the multitude, who had,
by this time, loft all notions of fubordination, fo that
Father d’Aguilar thought bimfelf bound to take up
his pen to refute it.

His anfwer, to which he gave the title of “ Exami-
nation of the truth,” was fo much the better received
by all honeft men, as he contrived to unite modera-
tion with truth in it; and, without amufing himfelf
to recriminate, as he might very ‘eafily have done,
fhewed that this piece fuppofed every thing, and prov-
ed nothing; and that the indecency, fo confpicu-
ous in it from beginning to end, was alone fuffi-
cient to deftroy the teftimony of the perfon who
owned it as his work. If this apology did not alto-
. gether cure, feveral perfons being too blind to fee,
it at leaft ftopt the progrefs of the evil. The a
plaufe of thofe, whofe eyes were ftill open to truth,
o gave
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gave it a great run, not only in the neighbouring
Provinces of Peru and Chili; but even in Old Spain.
The Friar had not courage enough to reply ; and the
Viceroy obliged his Superiors to recall him to Peru,
to be punifthed there as he deferved. But Heaven,
willing to execute juftice on him under the eyes
of thofe, who had been witnefles to his fcandalous
behaviour, did not allow him time to repair there.
He was ftruck with a diforder, which rendered him
infupportable to himfelf and to every oneelfe; and,
in a fhort time, brought him to the grave.

BuT, to return to the new Governor of Paraguay ;
after a fhort ftay at Itati, he repaired to the Reduc-
tion of St. Ignatius, where the chiefs of the Indians
encamped on the borders of the Aquapay came to
pay their refpets to him, and were moft gracioufly
received. He beftowed the higheft encomiums on
their unfhaken loyalty, and recommended to them to
remain in their camp, till he fhould acquaint them
with his further intentions. He then advanced as
far as the T'ebiquari, where he found before him fome
deputies from the fecular chapter of the Afflumption,
who were come to compliment him ; and, likewife,
Don Sebaftian Fernandez Montiel, who came to
make proteftations of the moft inviolable attachment’
to the King’s fervice ; and the .moft unreferved obe-
dience to all the orders the Governor  himfelf
might think proper to give him. The Bifhop of
Buenos Ayres came next, and was foon followed by
the Prefident of the Junto, attended by the leading
members of the Commune at the head of all the
Militia. Don Jofeph de Palos thought proper to con-
tinue in the Capital, to avoid giving the factious any
room to fufpect, that he wanted to prejudice the
Governor againft them.

Tue. 27th of July, the Governor made his pub-
lic entry into the Capital ; and every thing pafled on

’ . . the
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the occafion, according to his wifhes. After thank-
ing God in the Cathedral for his fafe arrival, and
imploring the continuance of his protettion, he ftopt
under the porch, and made a very affefting difcourfe
to the inhabitants. He exhorted the fecular chap-
ter not to deviate from the obedience due to the
fuperior tribunals, efpecially as they fhould be the
firft to give the example. He then fpoke to the
army ; and endeavoured to convince all the inhabi-
tants in general, that the affociation, under the name
of the Commune, was a downright rebellion, and
forbid this odious name to be fo much as pronounced
for the future; or any of thefe unlawful aflemblies
.to be held, in which fo many refolutions had been
taken contrary to that fubmiflion and refpet, which
fubje@ts owe their Sovereign. All prefent liftened
to him with the greateft.attention, and feemed to vye
with each other, who fhould render him the greateft
honours ; notwithftanding which he feems to have
built a little too much on their fincerity.

THe very fame day, all the military Officers wait-
ed upon him with their commiffions, but he refufed
to receive any of them, alledging, that he was
not as yet well enough acquainted with the Pro-
vince to make any alterations in it. Some days after
he iffued out a proclamation, threatening with the
confifcation of all their effets thofe, who fhould keep
up the confederacy under the name of the Commune.
He then broke the Camp-mafter General and the
Serjeant Major; put Don Sebaftian Fernandez Mon-
tiel, into the place of the firft ; and Don Francis Caba-

.nes, into that of the fecond; named Don Bernardin
- Martinez Commiffary of the Cavalry; changed fome
other military Officers, and the Commandants of fe-
veral places which it moft imported him to fecure.
He re-eftablithed the Regidors Benitez, Cavallero
de Anafco and Flecha ; took the great ftandard from
Vou. I U Curtido,




290 THE HISTORY

Curtido, and committed the care of it to the firft
Alcalde ; and then declared, that it was by exprefs
orders from the Viceroy he had made all thefe alter-

ations, X
He had received another order from his Excellen-
cy, but the execution of it required much more pru-
dence and circumfpetion. This was to re-eftablifh
the Jefuits in their college ; for, though he was pro-
vided for this purpofe with a decree of the Royal
Audience of Lima, figned by the Viceroy, he faw
very clearly, that it was a thing that could not be
too gently brought on the carpet; and he explained
himfelf, in conformity, ina letter he wrote their Pro-
vincial, to defire he might take the neceflary fteps
on the occafion. Father Herran, who thought the
Governor fpoke from himfelf, and merely through
affeGtion for his company, made anfwer to him, that
this affair did not as yet appear ripe enough for
execution ; and, befides, that nothing could be loft
by delaying it. : .
T'uis the Governor himfelf found to be the cafe,
before he received Father Herran’s anfwer. For, on
the firft fulpicion the inhabitants conceived of his
intentions, they refented it to fuch a degree, that
even the Bifhop of Buenos Ayres found it impofhi-
ble to make the Commune confent to it. The Go-
vernor, on his fide, thought it his duty to have re-
courfe to more effetual methods; and threatened
the moft refraCtory of them to recall the promife he
had made to exculpate them in the informations,
which he had orders to take and fend to the Viceroy.
- This menace feemed for a time to have made fome
impreffion on them; but it wasall a feint. As to
the Jefuits, there was not one of them, that did not
exprefs a very great averfion to return to a place,
where they could not expect to remain undifturbed
for any confiderable time.
, Every
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Every thing, therefore, confpired to make Don
* Manuel poftpone this affair to a more fealonable
opportunity, and to begin by eftabiithing his autho-
rity in a folid manner, efpecially as the inha-
bitants feemed to be pretty well fatisfied with him
in every other - refpe¢t; his courteous behaviour
having petfuaded the greateft number, that gentle
methods were the only ones he intended to employ
to pacify the province. He, therefore, refolved to
lay afide all thoughts of re-eftablithing the Jefuits.
But he was not f{ufficiently upon his guard againft
thofe, whom he had ftript of their employments.
Perhaps, too, he had been too hafty in doing it. It
is, at leaft, certain, that, though he declared he had
done nothing on the occafion but in confequence of
fitive orders from the Viceroy, not one of the
Officers he had difplaced ever forgave him. The
troops in general were, befides, tgreatly diffatisfied
at his giving them Montiel for Camp-mafter
General. :

‘Tris he very well knew. But he imagined it
would be all over with his authority, if he did not
keep his ground. He even perfifted in his refolution,
that the three Regidors he had re-eftablithed fhould
immediately enter mto office, in fpite of all the re-
prefentations that could-be made to him on the
occafion. But the worft of it was, that, during thefe
tranfaltions, the Camp-mafter General and the Com-
miffary of the horfe were obliged to fet out; the firft,
for the frontiers; and the fecond, for La Villa, The
malecontents refolved to avail themfelves of their
abfence to take their revenge, and affembled fo fe-
cretly, with all thofe of their party, that, before the
Governor knew any thing of the matter, all the ca-
valry belonging to the Commune had {8t out in order
of battle for the valley of Paraya, where the reft of
their forces were ordered to join them.

U2 Do~
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Don MaNuEL, as foon as he heard of thefe move-
ments, judging that, if he permitted the evil to
get to a greater height, it would be afterwards im-
poflible f%l;' him to remedy it, fent orders to all the
garrifons in the neighbourhood to take the field ;
appointed the place for them to: rendezvouz at;
and, on the 14th of September,fet out from the capital,
with all the military men he could mufter, to put
himfelf at their head. "On his arrival at the farm of
Alonzo Pérez, being the place of rendezvous, he was
furprized to find but three hundred men there before
him. Several Officers, it feems, could prevail on very
few of their men to follow them, the reft declaring
that they were already engaged to the Commune.

He had, however, men enough to oblige the
rebels to return to their duty, had all his men ftuck
to their colours ; a thing which he too much depend-
ed upon. For, having fet out to meet the rebels,
on hearing that they were but five leagues from him ;
and finding himfelf obliged, on the approach of
night, to halt within two leagues of their camp, the
next morning he had but eighty men left. His Offi-
cers, upon this, reprefented to him, that, as he was
not in a condition to employ force, he fhould try
what gentle methods would do; and he took their
advice. He, therefore, fent to the malecontents, to
know their pretenfions, and defired to have their
anfwer in writing. One of his deferters brought
it to him; and it imported, that the illuftrious Com-
.mune was very averfe to a war, and would avoid
it as long as they could; but, at the fame time,
.infifted on having juftice done them. He replied,
.that it did not become him to treat with them, while
they continued in arms; and. that he would liften to
them as foon-as they thought proper to addrefs him
in a more decent manner.

MonTieL arrived, at the fame time, with forty-five
anen, and gave him hopes of {oon receiving fuccours

enough
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enough to bring the rebels to reafon. But, after wait-"
ing for them the whole day, nothing appeared. The
Bithop of Buenos Ayres, whom he had fent for, ar-
rived towards midnight; and did all that lay in his
power to perfuade him to grant the malecontents
all their demands ; but the Governor anfwered, that
it was inconfiftent with his Majefty’s honour and his
own to grant rebels what they required fword in
hand; that they fhould firft difperfe and return
home, and then, if they had any thing to offer,
offer it as became them. As the Prelate could obtain
no more from him, he took his leave, and fent Do-
minguez de Obelar, who had accompanied him, to
befeech them to withdraw. '

As foon as the Bifhop fet out, the Governor took
horfe, rode up to his men drawn up in two lines with-
in fight of the camp of the rebels; and put himfelf
at their head with a cocked piftol in his hand. At the
fame time, one of the rebels, called Roch Pareira,
rode towards the Governor’s forces, crying out with
all his might, as foon as he got near enough to be
heard by them, ¢¢ Gentlemen, let all thofe, who
¢ acknowledge the authority of the illuftrious Com-
“ mune, come and range themfelves under its ban-
“ ners;” and was immediately followed by all except
a few of the principal Officers. But the Camp-
mafter General Montiel, the Serjeant Major Ca-
banez, and another Serjeant Major called Don Fran-
cis Morono, Don Ruiz Quinones, Don Anthony
" Ruiz de Arrellano, who was returned from Buenos
Ayres with the Governor, and the Captains Charles
Spinola, and Francis de Roa, are the only ones, whofe
names have been tran(mitted to us.

Don Manvuet, feeing himfelf deferted in
this manner, uncocked his piftol, and put it 1733
back into its holfter, faying: Friends, the evil 1734
is without remedy ; ve muft yield to. force. He had
- U3 fcarce
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fcarce made an end of thefe words, when the rebels
came upon him from the right, in three lines,
with John Gadea, Raymond de Saavedra, and Jofeph
de la Pena at their head. As he (1w them approach, he
took off his hat-and cried out, Long live the King.
The rebels aniwered, by crying out, Long live the King
and: may bad gsvernment perifb. Thele words were
(carce out of their mouths, when Saavedra, being juft
clofe to Don Diego, dilcharged a carbine in his tace.
The fhot, however, mifled him ; but the report made
his horfe ftand ftock ftill. Upon this, 'he was fur-
rounded by a body of horfe, who with the but-ends of
their mufkets knocked him off his horfe. After
this, one Gabriel Delgado fplit his fkull in two with
his fabre, whilft -others ran him through the body
with their (words. This tragical event happened the

15th of September 1733.

, ARRELLANO, havingcried out to the rebels, on his
feeing them fall upop the Governor, to beware how,
they. attempted his life, one of them levelled his car-
bine at him ; but it miffed fire. - Others were pre-
paring to make an end of him, when the Bifhop of
Buenos Ayres, who had put up-at a houfe in the
neighbourhood, immediately made up to the place
from whence he heard the firing, and found means
to make them defit. One of them, however, would
have run Arrellano through with his lance, if Do-
minguez de Obelar had not beat it down, fo that
he elcaped with a flight wound. Montiel loft his
horfe, which received the blow made at himfelf.
The Regidor Vaez was killed by a carbine difcharg-
ed by Jofeph Duarte. Cabanez and Francis de Roa
were wounded. But what ferved moft to difplay the
fury which’ pofleffed the rebels, was the unworthy
manner in which they treated the Governor’s body.

_ THev began by ftripping it ftark naked; and they
intended to have left it in this manner to the difcre-
tion
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tion of the birds of prey. But Don Martin de Cha-
varri, coming up with an armed force, caufed it to
be removed to the Aflumption. He would have laid
it down at the Governor’s palace; but the Com-
mune would not fuffer it, faying, that the Governor’s
palace was not built for: traitors; and that thofe,
who had taken charge of his body, might go along
with his foul to the devil. At length, the curate
of the Cathedral, though a favourer of the Commu-
ne, thought proper to give it burial; at which, not-
withftanding, not one of the laity ventured to afiift,
except a Lady, called Ifabella de Ledefma. Some
of the rebels, having attempted to hinder her from
coming inte the Church, fthe boldly reproached them
with their parricide ; faying, that fhe was come to
pay her laft duties to a Governor, who had fallen a
victim to his zeal for good order, and his Majefty's .
fervice. o ) : ) B : .
< ArTEr all, it is impoffible to defcribe to what
lengths Don Manuel’s murderers, "and the people in
general, whom the fame fpirit had feized, carried
their licentioufnefs for (ome days after this affair. They
plundered the Governor’s and ‘feveral other houfes.
Arrellano’s houfe would have fhared the fame fate,
if Dominguez de Obelar had not interpofed. Yet
this- was but the prelude of what might be expeéted
_ from men who no longer dcknowledged any au-
thority ; and who, becaufe they had dared to do eve-
ry thing, thought that every thing was lawful for
theém totdo. At length, when they had given full
play to their anger and avarice, they proclaimed the
Rithop of Buenos' Ayres Govérnor of the province,
and conducted him, with great acclamations, to the
Governor’s palace. ~ They afterwards drew up
informations againft Don Manuel Auguftin de Rui-
loba, in which they charged him with the moft odi-
ous crimes, They even undertook to force the Bi-
. - U g fhop
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fhop of the diocefe to acknowledge Don John da
Arregui for governor of Paraguay ; but he flipt out
of the City unknown to them. :

Not only Don John de Arregui accepted thé
government; but the firft ufe he made of his authority
was to break all the officers, the Commune happened
to be any way jealous of. He reinftated Don Do-
minguez de Obelar in the poft of Camp-mafter Ge-
neral ; and named Anthony Vaez Commiffary of the
horfe, and Pedro de la Mota Serjeant Major. - Father
d’Aguilar received together the news of all thefe
. difagreeable events; and at a time he flattered him-
fé1f moft, that, as Don Manuel Auguftin de Ruilo-
ba had been received without appofition in quality
of Gavernor of Paraguay, he fhould meet with na
difficulty in obtaining for his Neophytes leave to re-
turn home. Nay it was by them he received the firft
accountsof thefe tranfaCtions; and he and the otherMif-
fionaries -had much ado to ftifle their firft tranfports,
and hinder them from marching ftrait to the Aflump-
tion, to revenge the death of the Governor.

SoMe time after, Father d’Aguilar hearing, that
new divifions had broke out among the rebels,
wrote to the Governor of Rio de la Plata, to befeech
him to permit the Neaphytes, who were confuming
themfelves to no purpofe an the banks of the Agua-
pay, to return home; promifing to fend others to re-
place them, on the firft orders his Excellency fhould
be pleafed to give him. Don Bruno granted his re~
quett on this condition ; and this ftep of the Superior
of the Miffions filenced the reports fpread by the ene-
mies of the Jefuits, that thefe Religious intended to
make ufe of their Indians to be revenged of the Com-
mune, and ravage the whole Province.

ThHe name of the Commune was now changed
into that of General Funto, and the chief of it invefted
with the title of Defender. The firft, to whom this

: title
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- title was given, was Don John Ortiz de Vergara,
who, the better to anfwer the confidence repofed in
him, engaged the faction to take fome fteps, which
they had not hitherto courage enough to venture
upon. The Bithop Governor would, 3t lsaft, have
checked the impetuofity of this torrent, but he foon
found his authority too weak to do it. In fack, they
only acknowledged him as Governor, when they want-
ed to give a colour of juftice to any new enterprize,
or corroborate their edits, - which they ufually pre-
fented to him ready drawn up, and obliged him to
fign ; a ftrange behaviour this in a Bifhop, to leave
his flock without a paftor, and dithonour himfelf,
under the eyes and in the diocefe of another, who had
confecrated- him, by making himfelf the chief of a
party revolted againft their Sovereign, who had.not
certainly drawn him from the obfcurity of the Cloif-
ter to a&t fo thameful a part!

THE firft edi&t prefented to him for to fign was for
confifcating the -effeCts of all thofe, who fhould re-
fufe ta obey the King and the Superior Tribunals,
as often as the interefts of the General Junto were
concerned ; and he was obliged to fign it. When
the rebels had carried this point, they thought they
might do what they pleafed with him ; and, indeed,
well they might, after engaging him fo far, as to
make it impoffible for him to retreat. They, there-
fore, propofed to him %o break all the Regidors,
except Galvan and Garai; to name an Alcalde of
the province in the room of Don Diego de los Reyes;
who had as yet retained his title to that poft; to
give that of Alguazil Major to one of the fons of
Don John de Mena, to whom no fucceffor had as
yet been named; to re-eftablith la Villa in its old fi-
tuation, and under its firt name of Villarica, left
the inhabitants, moft of whom, fince their tranfmi-
gration, had continued faithful to his Majefty, fhould

Join,
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join, as they had hitherto always done, the troops -
which the Viceroy might order to reduce the Pro-
vince ; in fine, to imprifon whoever fhould refufe to
acknowledge the authority of the General Junto.

THesE prepofitions appeared fo extravagant to
the Bifhop of Buenos Ayres, that he immediately
rejeCted them. But they returned fo often to the
charge, that, after perfifting a whole day in his
refulal to fign them, he at length yielded the
following night. The figning of this decree by the
Governor Bithop was the more remarkable, as the
very fame day, that he by it deprived Don Diego de
los Reyes of a charge, of which Antequera himfelf
dared not to deprive him, the Viceray of Peru,
and the Prefident of the Royal Audience of Lima,
wrote to his Majefty, that, having taken feven
years, to fift ‘and examine the depofitions againft
him, they had found him innocent_of every thing
laid to his charge.

Tue very next morning after the Bithop of Bue-
nos Ayres had figned this edi®, the General Junto
proceeded to the confifcation of the effets of
all thofe faithful (ervants, whom his Majefty had il
left at the Affumption; and thofe who had ot time
to fecure themfelves were fent to prifon. The Pre-
late, fcared at the {tep he had taken, would have re-
medied the evil, by publifjing a fecond edi¢t to re-
peal the firft ; but they obliged hiui to fupprefs it, by
threatening to pur to the (word all thofe, whofe lives
and properties he wanted to preferve.

THE man, at this time moft detefted by thcd]nnto,
was Don Anthony Ruis: de Arrellano; and- it is
faid, that, in confequence of the laft edict of the Go-
vernor, he loft about twenty ‘thowfand crowns, be-
fides his Negroes and the Indians he had in command ;
and that he was obliged to difguife himfelf as a Ne-
gro, to fave his life. His ‘wife and his fon efcaped
' ' merely
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merely by the protection of the Bifthop Governor.
Montiel and the Regidors Gonzalez and Cavallero de
Anafco were likewife obliged to difguife themfelves,
to fave their lives; and all the Indians belonging to
the inhabitants of La Villa, who oppofed the tran{mi-
gration of that place, were confifcated to the profit
of the chiefs of the General Junto.

Tuere were now byt few Noblemen left in this
fation, the people having infenfibly got the upper
hand in all the deliberations, and aiming to eftablith
a kind of democratical government, in which igno-
rance and infolence were to be the only rules of conducét.
They were even within a ftep of it, fo that the
moft fhort fighted could already perceive,that ina fhort
time there would be no fafety for any man diftin-
guithed from the common clafs by birth or other-
wife. The leaft fign of efteem or affeCtion-for the
Jefuits was now confidered as an unpardonable crime;
and the moft refpeflable Ladies, who dared to fpeak
in their favour, were treated in the moft unworthy
mannér by the enraged populace. '

AT ‘length, to deprive the friends of thefe Religi--
ous aof all hopes of ever feeing them again at the
Aflumption, the Junto required the Governor to
iffue his orders for carrying off the cattle and other
effects they had ftill remaining in the country. They
even intended to have demolifhed their College and
their Church.. But, fortunately, they forgot to mention
itin their requeft ; and it was confidered as a miracle,
that thefe edifices fhould be permitted to ftand in the
midft of an enraged multitude, whom the bare name -
of Jefuit was fufficient to inflame. After the Prelate
had figned the edict which ftript the Jefuits of their
effets, ‘the Junto made him fign another, enjoining
the Miffionaries to remove, to the other fide of the
Parana, all the Reductions that lay on_thjs fide of
that river. -
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Do~ Joun pe ArrEGUI, and thofe who had oblig-
ed him to fign this edi@, did not confider, that what
he enacted exceeded hls powers ; as the Indians did
not depend,in that refpect, on the Governor of the Pro-
vince. Befides, he was not ftrong enough to enforce
his orders. Accordingly, one of his friends thought
it high time to reprefent to him, what indecent a
part he alted ; and what bad confequences he had to
fear from it. Father d’Aguilar, who had been juft
declared Provincial of the Jefuits, wrote to him at the
fame time concerning the removal of the Reductions ;
and, likewife, concerning the propofal he had made
to him of making a voluntary furrender of the effets
belonging to the College of the Aﬁ"umpnon In
regard to this laft article, Father d’Aguilar repre-
fented to him, that he could not confent to any fuch
ceflion ; adding, that, as he himfelf had been a Reli-
gious, he ought to know it better thanany one. As
to the removal of the Reductions, he took notice to
him, that it could not be dane without orders from
the Govérnor of Rio de la Plata, te whom his Ma-~
jefty had transferred the Juridition of thefe towns ;
and that he hoped, that thefe confiderations would
engage him to fufpend, at leaft, the execution of his.
edicts.

THe Provincial, however, was in-no ﬁnall pain
about the fuccefs of his reprefentations. He knew
" full well, that.the Prelate could not hinder the Junto
from proceedmg to violent methods ; and, at laft,
faw, that he had been in too great a hurry in afkmg
leave for the Indian Militia to withdraw from the
Frontiers, as, while they remained there, they held
the Paraguay rebéls in fome awe. His fole refource
lay in the Bifhop of the Afflumption. But the zealk
of this Prelate did notgive the Provincial time to
- implore his affiftance. He had already. written a
very {mart letter to Don John de Arregm, to intreat

and
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"and fummon him to recall his edits, the execution
of which he was refolved to oppofe to the utmoft of
his power ; efpecially as far as they related to the
feizure of ecclefiattical effeéts. ¢ As to the diimem-
‘ bring from my jurifdi®tion the Reduétions of the
‘¢ Parana, added his Lordfhip, which your moft
¢ illuftrious Lordfhip wants to add to your
. own diocefe, you ought to know, it cannot be

. D -
¢ done without the conient of.the Sovereign Pon-

“ uff.”

THis letter made all the impreffion that could be -
expetted from it on the Bithop of Buenos Ayres.
In his anfwer to it, he ingenioufly owned, that the
Defender of the Junto made him fign his laft two
edicts, without giving him time to examine them.
Not fatisfied with this, he immediately after waited
on the Bifhop of Paraguay, and informed him, with
tears in his eyes, of all that had paffed in his mind
fince the unhappy engagements he had entered into
with the Junto. The holy Bithop wept with him,
and told him, that he had never entertained any
doubt of the uprightnefs of his intentions, nor of his
altions being the confequence of his prevention in
favour of a fattion, which, however, had hurried him
greater lengths than he could at firft imagine ; but
that, after all, it was requifite he fhould apply a fpee-
dy rémedy to the mifchief he had occafioned.

Don Joun took leave of him without being able
to utter a f{ingle word; and wrote to him the very
fame day, that he had confented to the publication of
his edits merely to prevent greater evils, with which
- arefufal would have been unavoidably attended ; that,
as it was no longer in his power, confidering the al
cendant the Junto had gained over him, to ftop the
torrent of evils which had deluged the Province, and,
for which he could not doubt but he fhould be made
to anfwer, .if he remained any longer in it, he was

refolved
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refolved to repair to his diocefe, and would fet out
as foon as poffible. In fa&t, he immediately prepared
for his departure; and, left the chiefs of .the Junto
fhould retain him by force, he gave them to under-
ftand, that he was indifpenfably bound to make a
tour to Buenos Ayres, though it were only to put
into fure hands the memorials, he intended to tranf-
mit to the King and the Royal Council of the Indies,
to juftify all the late tranfactions in the Province.
He added, that it was even much more proper he
thould draw up thefe memorials in his own diocefe
than at the Affumption, where it might be fufpected
he was not at full liberty to fpeak his mind.

THE Junto gave into the fnare, and the Prelate,
after naming Dominguez de Obelar his Lieutenant
Royal, during his abfence, embarked in the month
of December. The Bifhop of Paraguay, who fore-
faw a great'many things, of which he thought it did
not become him to be a fpeQtator, refolved, likewile,
to remove to fome diftance. On his fetting out from the
Affumption, he gave out, that he was going to vifit the
churches of La Villa; and he, in faét, vifited them.
But he immediately aftér embarked on the Paraguay
for Buenos Ayres, where he continued a whole year
in the convent of his Order, without ceafing to raife
his hands up to Heaven, and implore the mercies of
the Lord on a people, who no longer liftened to the
voice of their paftor. ‘

. On the other hand, Don Bruno Maurice
734 de Zavala no fooner received notice of the
edi¢t iffued by the Bifhop of Buenos Ayres con-
cerning the Parana Reductions, than he ferioufly
thought on fecuring them againft the enterprizes of
the Junto. Accordingly, on the fecond day of fa-
nuary 1734, he ordered Father d’Aguilar to fend
towards the frontiers a fufficient number of Indians,
to fecure all the paffes; and to hold a ftill greater
‘ number



OF PARAGUAY.. 303

number in readinefs to take the field at the firft no-
tice.. Thefe orders were immediately executed ; and
-the news of it greatly difconcerted the Junto, who,
on their {ide, were preparing to carry into execution
the edi they had extorted from the Bifhop of Buenos
Ayres, ‘ :
yA few days after Don Bruno had taken thefe mea-
fures, he received orders from the Viceroy and the
Royal Audience of Lima, in confequence of the
murder committed on the body of Don Manuel Au-
. guftin de Ruiloba, to place guards at all the avenues
of the Province of Paraguay, in order to hinder any.
perfon from going in or out of it. Thefe orders
made it neceflary to fend a greater number of Neo-
phytes to the frontiers. The fame packet inclofed
a letter for the Provincial of the Jefuits, who foon
after received a fecond, dated the 1ft of Juhe, both
containing the Viceroy’s diretions how to act, ac-
cording to the various circamftances in which he .
might find himfelf. :

Tuese difpatches greatly perplexed Father d’Agui-
lar, as an almoft gencral famine in confequence of a
failure of the ufual crops, and the epidemical difeafes,

"caufed, as it always happens, by unwholefome pro-
vifions, rendered the execution of the orders con-
tained in them extremely difficult. They were exe-
cuted,. notwithftanding, with the greateft expedition ;
even thofe, on whom it was thought no dependance
could be placed, having chearfully offered to take
up arms, fo that twelve thoufand Indians were im-
mediately in readinefs to march. But Don Brumo
contented himfelf with three thoufand, who fcarce
reached the banks of the Tebiquari, when the Ca-
pital of Paraguay refounded with imprecations againft
_the Jefuits. The Governor of Rio de la Plata had
fent to the Indians a company of dragoons, com-
manded by a Lieutenant called Francis Cars, whofe

piety
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piety edified them the more, as few of thofe hitherto
fent to them on the like errand had behaved in fo
Chriftian a manner.

THe Junto, on their fide, were in the greateft per-
plexity, on account of a divifion among their chiefs,
firft occafioned by the ambition of the Regidor Don
Thomas Eobara. This Officer undertook to get
the Camp-mafter General depofed, in hopes of
obtaining his poft for himfelf or his brother in-
law Don John Ortiz de Vergara, who was already
invefted with that of Defender of the Junto He,
Jikewife, wanted to get banifhed from the Province
Don Alphonto del Gadillo, Treafurer of the cathedral,
who, though he had been, as we have already feen,
one of the moft zealous adherents of Don Jolyeph de
Antequera, could not diffemble his indignation at -
the exceffes committed by the Junto. Now, as this
ecclefiaftick had ftill a great many friends, and the
Camp-mafter General no fmall credit in that body,
the Regidor’s enterprize was on the point of kindling
among the Rebels fuch an inteftine war, as would
fcarce leave the Governor of Rio de la Plata any
thing to do to reduce them.

AT length, the Provifor of the Bifthoprick, after
making a great many ufelefs efforts to put a ftop to
the diforder, ordered the Superiors of all the Regular
Clergy to publifh an -interdit, and the Clergy in ge-
neral to leave the City, in cafe the tumult did not
ceafle by a ccrtain day. Thole threats had the defi-
red effect. For, though they-did not reftore har-
mony, they prevented violence; the oppofite par-
ties fhunning each other, to avoid fpeaking of their
refpective grievances and pretenfions. Lobara’s party
had taken it into their heads, that the Camp-mafter
General, gained by the Jefuits, had refolved to fur-
render the town to Don Bruno ; but it was for want
of knowing him well. It never entered Obelas’s

thoughts-
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thoughts t0 ‘abandon the Junto; and, as he was a
man of great courage and underftanding, be found
means to keep, in fpite of all thofe who envied him,
not only his place, but the principal authority in the
city. It is true, that finding himfelf, one day, on the
point of falling under the many attacks made upon
him, he went to the Provifor, -to beg him to engage
Don Bruno Maurice de Zavala to haften his march;
~and that, another time, he withdrew to the Fort of
Tabati, on pretence of defending it againft the Indis
ans, who threatened to fall upon ir. But this was
merely togive the Junto uneafineis, and oblige them
to fue to him, as a man they could not do without.

- Dur1ING thefe tranfactions at the Affamption, the
inhabitants of it received an account of the Bifhop
‘of Buenos Ayres having been ferved with a fammons
to appear, in perfon, before the Viceroy and the Royal
Audience of Lima; and fuon after, of this fummons
being followed by a fimilar one from the Royal
Council of the Indies. But the Bithop, being nhow
upwards of eighty two, exculed himfelf from obey-
ing them on the fcore of his great age, which did
vot, he faid, allow him to undertake fuch long jour-
neys. In fack, he died foon after receiving the fecond
fummons; though, perhaps, lefs of age than vexation
for the part he had alted io Paraguay. This is the
more probable, as, fince his return to Buenos Ayres,
he behaved with great difcretion and pridence; and
even lived upon very good terms with the Jefuits, in
whofe behalf he feemed to intereft himfelf on feveral
occafions. '

.In the month of December of this fame year, the
defender of the Junto, Don Joha Oriz de Vergara,
fell ill, and was toon reduced to the laft extremity;
fcared at feeing himfelf on the point of being cited
to the tribunal of the Sovereign Judge of both living
and dead, he, firft, ordered by his will fatisfaction to be

Vou. IL . X made
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made to all thole, to whom he thought he owed any,
in confequence. of his acts of injuftice; and his criminal
enterprizes againft his King, b Bithop, the Religious
in general, and the Jefuits in particalar ; and then,
with tears in his eyes, publicly afked pardon of all
thofe he had offended. Not fatisfied with this, he
commanded,. that this part’ of his teftament fhould
be read, with a loud and audible voice, before his bo-
dy was put into the ground, and authentic copies of
it fent to all thofe he had any way offended. This was,
accordingly done by the Notary Royal, Mathias En-
cinas, a great partizan of the Junto, who, as this a&t
was a condemnation of his own proceedings, read it
with a faultering voice, and every other fymptom of
the greateft perplexity. '
VERGARA, 1t feems, had incurred five excommu-
nications, four of which were referved to the Holy
See; and, though we can fcarce doubt of his having
obtained the abfolution of them before his death, the
Provifor of the Bithoprick thought proper to pro-
nounce the formulary of abfolution over the body,
while it lay expofed in the Church, after making
a very pathetick exhortation’ to the affiftants, many
of whom were bound by the fame cenfures. Bat,
though they liftened to him with the greateft atten-
tion, and fome of them even appeared greatly af-
fected with his difcourfe, and the fpetacle they had
before their eyes of a man, who had already appeared
at that tribunal at which they muft appear in their
turn, and whofe condemnation they muft furely incur
by foilowing his example, they fvon thewed, that they
were not fincerely difpofcd to benefit by fo ftriking a
{cesie. o
Don BRuNO MAURICE DE ZAVALA was, all this
time, preparing for his departure for Paraguay; and
was juft going 1o embark when a veflel arrived
from Spain with commiflions cenftituting him Go-
vernor

.
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vernor of Chili, and Prefident of the Royal Audience
of it. But, as the orders he had previoufly received
from his Majefty, in relation to the affairs of Para-
guay, admitted no delay, he thought it” his duty 10
make an end of this important bufinefs, before he
went to take poffeflion of his new dignities. He
made no difficulty, though he was now very old and
infirm, and had, befides, loft an arm, in Europe, in
the King’s fervice, to facrifice his intereft and repofe
to the fervice of the ftate. ' )

It appears, by all we have hitherto had occafion
to fay of this Governor, that he was naturally of a
moft merciful difpofition; and, though the rebels
had already often abufed it, he could not prevail upon
himfelf to lay it afide ; perfuaded that clemency, free
from weaknefs and fupported by force, can never do
any harm.  After all, he had fcarce any troops to
oppofe to the Junto, but the Militia of the Reduétions.
For, as there was reafon to apprehend a rupture
with Portugal, it would have been imprudent in him
to weaken the garrifon of Buenos Ayres, efpecially
during the abfence of a Governor, to whom no fuc-
ceflor bad been as yet appointed.  Accordingly, Don
Bruno juft took from it an efcort of forty foot and
five dragoons.

Wi TH thefe he fet out in the month of November;
and arrived at Corrientes, firmly relolved to grant
mercy to all thofe, who fhould put themielves in a
condition to deferve it. If he did not find the inha-
bitants in fuch happy difpofitions as he could wifh, he
foon, at leaft, brought them to a better way of think-
ing. He had reckoned greatly upon thofe of La
Viila; nor was he miftaken ; Don Sebaftian Fernan-
dez, who commanded there, having brought him
eighry men, who had generoufly offcied to ferve at
their own expence. 1n the mean rime, fome letters
he received from the Capital deprived him, in a

' X 2 manner,
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manner, of all hopes of being always mafter to follow
his inclinatien for gentle meafures, by acquainting
him, that the Junto, more furious than ever, were pre-
paring to make the moft obftinate refliftance. From
Corrientes he repaired to Saint Ignatius Guazu, where
feveral inhabitants of the capital waited upon him
with offgrs of fervice, and letters from fome others,
who, after excufing themielves for not having fol-
lowed their example, affured him, that he would,
on every occafion, find them loyal (ubje&s. They
added, that, if any of the heads of the Junto fhould
happen to fall into his hands, he would do well to
bring them to fpeedy juftice ; and he refolved to fol-
low their advice.
1735 He then ordered a camp to be marked
.~ out for him, ina place called S Michael,
four leagues from the Tebiquari; and on the 25th
of January 1735, he feat his firft judicial fummons,
or rather what the Spapiards call an Auto Exortatorio,
to be ferved on the Junto; faying in it, that he did
not addrefs it to the Magiftrates, fince he could not
confider any of them as invefted with lawful authority,
but to the Dean of the Cathedral, and the Provilor
of the Bifhoprick, the only Ecclefiaticks with whom
it became him to treat.  Thefe he required to exhort
the heads of the faction, in his name, to return to
_their duty, and yield him the obedience they owed
to him as to their Governor; promifing, at the fame
" ume, to make them experience the effe@s of his cle-
mency, of which he had already given them fuch
proofs, as it was impoflible they fhould have fo foon
forgot. ,

THis alt was read publicly, and liftened to with
great refpect and attention. The moft guilty, how.
ever, loath to rely upon- Don Bruno’s promifes, left
the Capital, firmly refolved, if we may judge by what
afterwards happened, to rifk every thing rather than

Sk etl
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let nm enter the Province. Don Chriftopher Domin-
guez de Obelar .took another courfe. He fet out
from the Aflumption, very well accémpanied; and:
repaired to the Tebwjuari, where be halted.. Don
Bruno, who foon heard of what he had done, fent
to defire ‘him ‘to bring him the othér hcads of the
Juoto.  Obelar made a feint to ebey; but it is pro-
bable, that he rather fent themn sotice of the ocder he.
Irad received, that they might pravide for their fafety. .
It was a long time after this, before Don Brumo could-
hear any thing of him. Bir the ¢aufed fo iftrict a:
fearch to be made after him, ‘that he, av laft, got
him into his hands; and, the moment he did, {ent
h¥m prifoner, under a ftrong efcort, to Buenos Ayres.
. In the mean time, two hundred ‘men had ‘iffued
from the Capital, in order to ftir ‘up. the whole Pro-
vince, in fpite of all the: exhortations .and mepaces
the Provifor could think of, to make them fenfthle-
that they were haftening to their deftruction ;' and
in- (pite of the excommunications be thundered out
agamft the heads, and-all thofe:who fhould follow .
them, when he found it impoffible to ftop them by
gentle means. But they made a jeft of his anathemias;
and obliged one Krancis Mendez, a man of above fe-
venty, to difplay.the royal Standard, which had re-
_ imained 'in the hands of the Junto. They, next, open-
ed the gaols to all the criminals confined in them;:
and marched, with fome pieces of Artillery, to the
Tebiquari, where they intrenched themfelves. .
THe fecond of March, Don Bruno returned. to
St. Michael, where all his troops had united, and had
brought him fome prifoners. He, then, repaired ta
{.a Villa, where, purfuant to the Vicerov’s erders, he
caufed himfelf to be received as-Governor and Cap--
tain General of the Province of Paragnay. Atter this,
he fent to publifh, at the Afflumprio, an edict import-- -
mg, that the army he bad raifed to prote€t the King’s
X 3 faichtul
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faithful fubjefts was encamped at St. Michael, and
ftrictly forbidding all perfons to join the troops of the
Junto, furnith them with provifions, or give them
the leaft afliftance of any other kind, on pain of being
punifhed as traitors.

HaviNg, by this, received intelligence of the rebels
being at Tabati, he detached two hundred and forty
five Spaniards and two hundred Indians, under the
command of Don Martin d’Echauri, Captain of dra-
goons, to attack them, This Officer “arrived, the
twenty fixth, within fight of their intrenchments;
but, as it was almoft night, he contented himfelf with
blocking them up as well as he could, and making

-his party keep the ftricteft filence till day-break, wheo
he refolved to fall upon them. Bat they found
means, in fpite of all his vigilance, to flip away in the
mean time. Finding, however, that they had but
nine hours march upon him, he ordered Don Bernar-
din de Martinez, with the militia of La Villa and
fome other places, to follow them. Martinez made
fo much diligence, that he came up with their rear;
took a great many prifaners; and made himfelf
matter of thejr artillery, ammunition, and led horfes,
all which he left at Yaguaron, where he found Men-
dez with the Royal Standard, which he carried 1o
the Affumption.~ At Yaguaron, he was joined -by
feveral Spaniards, and took fome more prifoners,
whom he conduéted to St. Michael, where he arrived
the fecond of May. N

. THese advantages were f(ufficient to defiroy the
army. of the rebels, all their chiefs, except fix, hap-
pening to be among the prifoners: and Don Bruno
foon got four more of them into his power, by-offering
a reward of five thoufand crowns for the apprehend-
ing of them. The two others, who were Jofeph de
Gadea and Jofeph de la Pena, had taken refuge a-
mong the Indians at war with the Spaniards, and
. B o P nade



OF PARAGUAY. 31n

made their efcape into Brazil. The Governor caufed
the prifoners to be tried by a gouncil of war. Tho-
mas Lobara, Michael Zimenes, and Martthew de
-Arcé, were fentenced to be hanged; but, for want of
an executioner, were fhot to death. They defired
leave to read with a loud voice, before their execu-
tion, a retractation, they had prepared, of all they
had publithed, by word of mouth or in writing,
againft their Bithop and the Fathers of the Company ;
and the Governor granted their requeft. -~
It ‘was judged fufficient 1o ftigmatize feveral'others
by a fentence, which was made public; and bapith
them to Chili. Thefe executions happened on the
15th of April, and were followed by the trial of
Ramon de Saavedra, who had a“principal hand in
the death of Don Manuel Auguftin de Ruiloba ; and
of Jofeph Duarté, who bhad killed the Regidor Don
John Vaez, and they were condemned to be hanged
and quartered. They, too, made retraétation to
the fame purport with thofe of the criminals already
executed; and this mark of repentance procured
tliem the favour of being fhot to death. '
TroucH the Reduttion Indians, if we except thofe
belonging to Don Martin d’Echauri’s derachment,
had not fired a fingle fhot during all this campaign,
their prefence, alone, inthe Governor’s army contri-
buted more than any thing elfe to reduce and difperie
the rebels, who had already experienced what they
were capable of performing. As foon as Don Bruno
faw himfelf abfolute mafter -of the province, "he
haftened to difmif(s' them; but he fitft loaded them
with marks of his affeion and efteem. Befides, as
he had been informed, that theheads of the revolt had
fent a memoarial to the Royal Council of the Indies,
fetting forth that the people living in the country
could never be fafe, as long as thefe {ndians fhould
be allowed the ufe of fire arms; and that, to give
X a the
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the greater wciﬁht,w this allegation, they had vomit-
ed. the blackeft calumnies againft them and their
paftors; and all this with fuch confidence, and (uch
au air of zeal for the public welfare,. as might make
29 ippreflion upon perfons who were not thorough-
Iy acquainted with the accufed or the accufers, he
;Iibu@ht proper to caution his Majefty againft it by
the following letter. ,

"¢ SIRE,

. ¢ Tae indifpenfable neceflity I was under of pai-
¢ fing, -in my way to this Province, through fome of
“:the Reductions governed by the Fathers of the
¢ Company of Jelys, has given.me an opportunity
@ of fecing the deplorable: condition of the three
# peareft to the Affumption, which, till the breaking
“ out, of the late troubles, were almoft the moft
t flousithing amangft them. Their inbabitapts are
% ‘reduced to the ‘greateft diftrelsy their number le-
¢ fened two thirds,. finge I went through them abous
f« ten years ago,.ap the fame errand that brought
“ me back. Nay they muft even. want the com-
¢ mopeft ncceflaries, did ot the indefatigable zeal
¥ and great agconpmy of their Miflioparies enable
% thefe religiong-to feed, in their awp boufes, a great
 number of arphans, who withaut fuch afiiftance
« myft bave inevifably perithed. = .~ .
. THus diftreis of .the Neophytes, Sire, is owing,
“ ‘on_the one hand, to an epidemical difeafe, which
**. has raged amoang them for feveral years fuccef:
¢ fively; and, on the.ather, to.the continual threats
“'of the Commune, who, for this long time paf},
“ haye not left them af liberty 1o think of any thing
‘“ bur their defence. To engicale my afflitiog, {
¢ was given to uoderftand, that the contagion was
« gaining the other Reduions; notwithtanding
- ¢ which, I found, up" the fropticrs, the number of
- * their
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their Indians 1 had given orders to be. pofted
there, and which the Fathers who accompanied them
found meaus to fubfift, by their great induftry and
cbarity, without the leaft expence to your Royal
Treafury, till I had made an end of my -expeditiany
and I can affure your Majefty, that, i 1 bave had
the happinefs to bring back the Province of Para-
guay to its duaty, I muft atribine. my fuccefs to
the affiftance of fo confiderable a body. of Indigns
to the punctuality with which they obeyed all miy:
orders; and to the dread that feized the rebels,”
left they fhould ufe this opportunity to take ven:
geance for all the milchief they.had fuffered from
them.

*“ THe pnncaple authors of the fcandals, which
have reigned in, this Provincg, affect to think, or
would, at leaft, make others thipk, thatit would;
be your Mayefty s intereft to ftrip all . the Indiane
of thefe Miflions of their fire-arms. But, in this;

-they. have nothing in view but to weaken them,

to be more at liberty to do as they pleafe in thefe
remate regions, aod remove every obftacle to their

* making flaves of al] thefe new Chriftians, as has

been the cafe with thofe fettled in thefle Provinces,
whofe towns, formerly full of inhabitants, look, at
prefent, like fo.many Hofpitals with a fmall num-
ber of recovering patients in them. When firft |
came into this Province in the year 1724, in giv-
ing your Majefty an account of what I had done
w it, I faid every thing my zeal for your fervice
could fuggeft. 1think myfelf ftill bound to take
notice to you, that, in fuch diftant countries, it is

. no hard matter to hide the truth from your Ma-

jefty, by holding up imaginary advantages. It is,
I think, my duty, asa faithful fubj¢t, to fpeak,
with the greateft {incerity, to my Sovereiga, who,
confidering the great exient of his dominions, can-
*“ not

\J
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“ not be otherwife informed of what it fo much im-
*“ ports him to know. ~ God preferve the Royal and
% Catholick perfon of your Majefty, for the good of
¢ Chriftianity. At the Affumption, the 25th of
“ Auguft 51735.

“ D. BRuNo MAURICE DE ZAVALA.”

Don Bruno wrote this letter a few months after
bis arrival at the Aflumption, into which he made
his entry the 3oth of March, amidft fuch demonftra-
tions of joy, as were too univerfal not to be fincere.
To thew how fenfibly he was affeCted by them, he
immediately took off the embargo between this and
all the other Provinces fubje@ to the kingdom of
Peryu: The 2d of June, he declared null, and dero%a-
tory. of the Royal Authority, the eletion of the Bi-
fhop of Buenos Ayres to the Government of Para-
guay ; and caufed the entry made of it in the Carpo-
xation books to be erazed. He re-eftablithed the Re-
gidore and other officers, who had been ftript of their
employments by the Commune or the Junto; and
made the inhabitants proceed to the eleion of annu-
al ‘Alcaldes in his prefence. He himfelf named the
military Officers and Commanders of places; and
he chofe fuch only, as had rendered themfclves
worthy of promation by their conftant attachment to
his Majefty’s fervice. To conclude, on the 15th, he
caufed an edict to be publifhed, containing Regulati-
ons for the fpeedy corretion of the abufes, which -
had crept into the Province, fince Don Jofeph de
Antequera had entered it. In fhort nothing could be
added to the precautions he took to obviate every
thing, that might again plunge the Province into the
deplorable condition, from which he had juft relcued
it with fo much prudence and wifdom. :

Tu1s edict had been preceded by another, enjoin-
ing the reftitution of all the effets taken by the r;bcls

rom
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from - thofe, who would have oppofed - their criminal
attempts, or had refufed to approve them ; as, likewife,
the reparation of the damages thefe effe@s had (uffer-
ed. The tranquillity and difpatch, with which thefe
orders were executed, caufed univerfal aftonithment.
The delinquents themfelves appeared furprized at the
excefles into which they had permiited themiclves to
be hurried; and fo fincerely repented of them, as to
be beforehand with Don Bruno’s injunttions. Gabriel
Delgado, who had made the firft ftroke at Don
Manuel Auguftin de Ruiloba, having been appre-
hended during thefc tranfations, the Governor thought
proper that the new Alcaldes thould fign the fentence
of death upon him, and prefide at the execution. A
few days after, Placidus Rofa was hanged, and fome
others whipt by the hands of the common executi-
oner. Thefe executions were not attenceg with the
leaft commotion.  This Jaft tryal, to which Don Bru-
o put the fubmiffion of the remainipg partizans of
the Junto, fully convinced him, that not only the
pesce of the Province was now reftored, but bid fair
to be permanent. :

Doy .JosepH Paros thought fo too, when he
heard of all the tranfadtions we have been relating ;
and, therefore, haftened to fhow himfelf again to his
flock, as foon as he- could expett 1o mee: in them
‘that docility he had fo long defpaired of. But he
happened to be thipwrecked in his way up the river,
and was faved with great difficulty, after feeing his
fecretary, whom he tenderly loved, and twentytwo more
of his retinue, perith. This misfortune retarded him
{® much, that he did not reach the Aflumption till
late in the month of July. He was received by the
inhabitants with the greateft tranfports of joy. He
could not be furprized at that manifefted by thofe,
whom no feats or hopes could hinder from lifteping

to his voice; and the ftate of humiliation, in. which
) he
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he found all the reft, and the promifes they made of
repairing _their paft behaviour with mtereﬁ fenfibly
affeCted him.

BuT what convinced him ftill more of the fincen-
ty of thefe laft, was to fee them confpire, with as

much earneftoefs as thofe who had always fhewed

- themfelves beft difpoled, to folicit the re-eftablifh-
ment of the Jefuits. Thefecularchapter had already
made the firft propofals of it to Don Bruno, after a
general Affembly held at the town houfe, in which it
was unamioufly refolved that his Excellency fhould
be humbly requefted to grant his prote€tion to the
cathedral ; and prevail on thefe Religious, to forget ali
that was paft and comply with the general withes of
the inhabitants, the foundeft part of whom had been
moft fenfibly afflicted at their departure. Even thofe
moft concernid in the late profecation of them fe¢m-
ed to with for nothing more ardently than an oppor-
tanity to repair: their fault.

Tue* Camp-mafter, Don Martin de Chavarri, the

Serjéant Major, Don Anthony Benitez, and the.
Attorney  General, being appointed to applyito the-

Jefuits, i the name of. all the feft of -the fecular

chapter, they wrote = joint letter to Father d’A-’

giiilar, to beg of him to condeftend to their withes,

Don  Jeroma Flecha, Don Bernardin Martinez, and”

Don Mathias de Vanegas, were charged by the army
with a fimilar commiffion. Dof Bruno, who had
received orders from the Viceroy and the Royal Au-

dience of Lima to employ force, if it thould be re--

quifite; to re-eftablify the Jeluits, was tranfported

with joy to fee that afked of him asa favour, which.

tte more ardently withed than any other perfori. He,
thetefore, immediately forwarded to the Provincial,
the f{upplications prefented to him -on the oceafion,
and added to them 4 letter, from himfelf, reqneﬂmo
Father d'Aguilar to'fend off direétly fuch of his bre-

theen, as he m(endcd to fill the College with.
FaTursn
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FaTHER D’AcGUiLAR, duly affefted by thefe marks
of confidenceand refpect, immediately anfwered them
in the politeft manner.  But, though in his letter to
the. Governor, he aflured his Excellency that he was
ready to do every thing he thould require of. him, he
took notice, that, asthe defamatory fentence of. pro-
fcription againft the Jefuits had ftript them of the
credit requifite to infure fuccefs to the fun@ions of
their inftitute, and, belides, ill meaning and {pireful
perfons might be tempted to reproach them with it
as long as it fubfifted, it feemed highly proper to him
that this piece fhould be firft annulled and ftigmari-
zed, That, afterall, he was willing to difpenfe with_
this reparation, if his Excellency. thought proper, as
he was perfuaded the honour and intereft of his com-
pany could not be trufted to better hands,

TuoucH the Governor, and the Bithop, wha arri-
ved during the courle of thefe negotiations, judged,
that fufficient reparation was already made by the de-
cree of the Royal Audience, figned by the Viceray;
by the fupplications of the fecular cbapter and the ar-
my, who had therein condemned the expulfion of the
Jefuits as an abomination and a facrilegious attempt,
made in confequence of a femtence given by tncompetent
Fudges ; Don Bruno, by an edict of the 12th of Auguft,
refcinded and annulied all the informations and pro-
ceedings relating thereto ; and fent an authentic copy
of this edi¢t to Father d’Aguilar, who, as foon as he
received it, fet out for the Affumption with Father
John Baptift Rico, named to the Re@orfhip of the
College, and all the other Jefuits deftined to fill it.

THe Governor, at the head of the army, and fol-
lowed by the feveral companies compofing the cor-
poration ; the Bifhop, with all his clergy; and the
Superiors of all the Religious houfes, received them
amidft the acciamations of the people ; conduéied

ther
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them to the Cathedral; and from thence, after a 7¢
Deum, to the College, where, the next day, mafs
was pontifically celebrated by Don Jofeph de Palos.
The day after, Father Fernand Navarette, Superior
of the Merci, performed a folemn mafs in. his own
Church, where, fince his being in that office, he had
never omitted to folemnize, every year, the feftival of
Saint Ignatius. T he Provincial immediately gave
orders tor opering all the claflés, and recommencing
all the ufual exerciles. He .ven ordered, that the
Fathers of it fhould, for the future, give regular re-
trallts, judging it the moft effeCtual method to re-
medy thofe duorders, which the paft troubles, and the
licentioufnefs introduced by them, muft neceffarily
have occafioned among the inhabitants. Door Don
John Melgarejo, at this time Dean of the Cathedral,
and aftewards Bifhop of Santiago of Chili, founded
a houfe entirely confecrated to this good work. Fa-
ther d’Aguilar, on his fide, declared, that he forgave
thofe, who were not in a condition to reftore the
effeCts-of which they had plundered the College; and
forbid any profecutions to be carried on, even againft
thofe, who were. He gave an account of this his
behaviour to Father Francis Retz, his General, who
anfwered him the fifteenth of July 1737, that he
could not but commend his prudence and difintereft-
ednefs, and the zeal he had thewn to maintain peace,
and keep up the reputation of the Company.

Don Bruno continued fome time ar the Affump-
tion, the better to confirm the work he had juft com-
pleated; and, in this interval, named, purfuant to
the powers given him for that purpofe by the Vice-
roy, Don Martin d’Echauri, Governor of Paraguay;
and, when he had eftablithed him in the exercife of
his poft, fet out for Chili, leaving him, as a life-
guard, the dragoons he had brought. with him from
Bucrnos Ayres.

It
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It appears, however, that Don Bruno intended
to call, firft, at Buenos Ayres, where a {quadron larely
- arrived from Spain; in order to aflift in the Redution
of the Colony of the Holy Sacrament. I have not
been able to learn any thing of the motives or parti-
culars of this expedition; except that Father d’Agui-
lar received orders to fend thereea confiderable body
of the Reduttion Indians ; that they ferved four months,
though without any great opportunity to diftinguith
themf(elves; that the place was not taken, nor even
regularly befieged; the inhabitants of Buenos Ayres,
as well, perhaps, as the Spanifh troops, not relithing
the enterprize ; that Father Themas Worle, a Bava-
rian Jefuit, and one of thofe who accompanied the
Neophytes, was killed by a mufket thot, while he was
performing the duties of his funétion juft under the
walls of the place; and that the Indians were difmiffed
‘without receiving a fingle farthing, though his Catho-
lick Majefty had given orders for allowing them the
pay ufually granted the other Indians; and which,
_probably, the mifery to which they were now redu-
ced would not have permitted them to refule, as they
had hitherto always donre. Their ftedfaft friend,
Don Bruno, died there, foon after his arrival from
Santafé, of a fit of apoplexy, which robbed Amerika
of one of the men, who moft contributed to the ho-
nour of the Spanifth name in that part of the world.

Tue inhabitants of Buenos Ayres loved their Go-
vernor too well not to enter into all his views; and,
therefore, knowing his fentiments in regatd to the
- Jefuits, gave them, during Don Bruno’s abfence from
the Aflumption, an inconteftable proof of their e-
fteem. Buenos Ayres had, within thirty years, en-
creafed confiderably in buildings and inhabitants.
There had, in particular, been added to it a large
{pot called Aito de San Pedro. But this new quarter,
. which was already become very populous, was fo
{ur-
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furrounded with water in the rainy feafon, that it
.could not then have any communication with . the
others; nor, of courte, receive any fpiritual or tem-
poral affiftance from them. Its inbabitants, much
more earneft to wemedy the firft of the(= evils than the
fecond, bad been, for a long time, withing, that the
Jefuits might be alloved an eftablithment among them ;
but the difficulties attending fuch an eftabhthment
appeared ipfurmountable. :

AT length, in the year 1734, a very rich Gentle-
man fettled at Buenos Ayres, called Don Igpnatius de
Zavallos, having made a voyage to Spain, and brought
back, with him, a very beauriful copy of the miracu-
lous Image of onr Lady of- Belem, preferved in the
Hofpital of the Palace at Madrid, depofited it .in a
Chapel, he had built and refolved to endow, in the
quarter of Alto di Sams Pedro, in which it is probable
he lived. His defign had no fooner taken wind, than
he was folicited to fettle two Jefuits in it; and he
qnot only confented, but wrote to Father d’Aguilar
to propofe to him the foundation of a College there,
promifing to be, himfelf, at all the expence of found-
ing one, on his return from Spain, where his affairs
egain called him.

# THue Provincial, having thought' proper to accept
his offer, immediately repaired to Buenos Ayres; ob-
_tained from the Governor and the Bifhop the neceffa-
ry licences; built a houfe near the Chapel for the
reception of two Jefuits, who perfectly anfwered the
expeations of the inhabitants. At the lame time,
the Bifthop, who was ftill Don-Joha de Arregui; Don
Miguel de Salcedo, who had fucceeded Don Bruno
Maurice de Zavala, as -Governor of the Province;
and the Corporation; wrote to the King for leave to
éredt this new eftablithment into a College. Father
Ladiflas Orcs, Procurator General of Paragnay, then
at Madrid, who was charged to folicit this affair, -

: ‘ eafily

\
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eafily obtained his Majefty’s letters patént.”” ‘T'he -
College was foon firifhed ; and Don Melchior Taglg
added to it a houfe of retreat,” which crowned the
wifhes of the inhabitants of this quarter. C

Tue Port of Monte Video, which the Spariards
began to fettle in 1726, was ftill more at a lofs for
fpiritual afliftance, than the quarter ‘of Alto de San
Pedro. One, therefore, of Father d’Aguilar’s firft
cares, after he had been appointed Provincial, was to
fend two eof his brethren to make a Mifficn there.
God blefled their endeavours with fuch fuccefs, that
from that time the commandant and garrifon never
difcontinued their moft earneft entreaties with the
Provincial to engage him to .accept a houfe among
- them, ull,; at laft, with the confent of the Governor,
he fent back to refide there the fame fathers, -who,
befides the garrifon, had the crews of all the fhips
from Old Spain, which happened to put in there, to
adminifter to, .

IT was not at Buenos Ayres alone, that people
feemed refolved to make the Jefuits fome amends
for the long perfecutions they had fuffered in the
Province of Paraguay. We have more than once
mentioned the attention of the Governors of Tucu-
man to fecond their labours within trhat Province,
and their endeavours to propagate the gofpel in
Chaco; nor were the Bifhops behind hand with the
Governors.  Of this we may judge by g letter, which
Don John de Sarricolea and Olea wrote to his Catha-
lick Majefty, in 1729; and by another he wrote, the
year following, to Pope Clement XIl, to obtain leave
to renounce his Bifhoprick, and enter the Society.;
or, if his Holinefs did not think proper to give him
leave to fpend the remainder of his days in it, that’
lie would at leaft permjt him to die in it by making,
at the hour of his death, the fame vows which the
Novices make at the expiration of their Novicefhip.
This laft was granted. The Jefuits of Paraguay,

Vou. 1L Y however,

vf;a
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however, did not long poflefs a Prelate, who was a

reat deal more neceflary to them in the place he
glled, than he could be in that he folicited among
them. He was (oon after tranflated to the Bifhoprick
of Santiago of Chili, and then to that of Cufcoin Peru.

BOOK
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BO OK XIIL

Néw fervices of Reduction Indians. Death of Don o
" Jeph de Palos. ‘Jefuit murdered in endeavouring to
- avilize and convert the inbabivants of Chaco. New
attempt 10 difcover an’ eafy commanication between the
Provinces of Paraguay and Tucuman; mifcaryies
through a total faslure of water i the Pilco Mayo.
Ze/m’u again .bonourably acquitted of mew charges
"brought againft them at Madrid, in confequence of the
defence made by themfelves, and the retratlation of one
of their principal calummiators. Letter from the new
Bifoop of Buenos Ayres to the King, concerning the Re-
duttions. New "decree in their favour. Leiter of
" bis Majefly to 1beir Paflors; Printed, as well as the
Bifbop's atong with the decree.  Portugueze of Brazil
attempt to open a clandefiine trade, beiween that coun-
try and Peru, through the Chiquite Reduttions.” The
. bebaviour of their Paflors, on_this occafion, univer/ally
“approved.  Chiquites received immediate Vaffals of the
Crown.  Teftimony of the celebrated Marquis de Valle
Umbtofo in favour of themfelves and their Paflors.

I T is now time to return to Paraguay, whofe 1734
inhabitants had foon reafon to fcar, thatthey 1736
had not as yet appeafed the wrath of Heaven “~~/
for their late revolt. At a time they leaft expeted i,
the Guaycurus, and even the Mccovis, though the
Governor of Tucuman was actually carrying on a
fmart war againft them, entered the Province, at once,
from their refpe@ive countries, and ravaged it to
thé gates of the Capital, too much weakened by the
Jate troubles in it to make head againft them. 'But.
the fpeedy approach of a body of the Redution

' Y2 ‘ " Indians,
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Indians, whom the Governor had fent for in his dif-
trefs, ftruck fuch a terror into thefe barbarians, that
they retreated with the utmoft precipitation at the
firlt news of it. This event alone was fufficient to
convigce the Spaniards, how much it would be againft
theit own intereft to attempt to have thefe brave
Indians in command, -fince by it they might not only".
lofe their beft defendexs, but -bring upon their hands
a more dangerous enemy, than any they had yet to
deal with. T :

. THue joy caufed by this delivery wgs foon allayed
by a melancholy event. In the month of Septem-
ber of the year 1737, Don Jofeph de Palos was feized
with a fit of the apoplexy, and, though he received
immediate afliftance, found that he had not many
days -to live, . In this condition, entirely taken up
with the judgments-of Heaven, he wrote to the King,
who had confulted him in feveral poiats, and par-
ticulgrly concerning the memorisl of Don Basthelemi
de Aldunate which we have alieady mention¢d, and
that of Don Martin de Barua which we fhall hereafter
fpeak of. This letter may be confidered as the laft
Will of one of the moft; holy Bithops America ever
poflefled. Though, in examining thefe pieces, “he
did not enter into particulars, he faid eough to con-
yinee Philip V, that the authors of them had fonght -
to impofe upon his Majefty in every article.

¥737  DoN JoserH died en the Good Friday of
1738 . the following year, after governing the.Church
~ of Paragjay fourteen yeays, in .the moft me-
Jancholy and critical conjun&ures,, in which.it. was pof-
fible for a bifhop 10 find himfelf. The important fer-
vices he yielded both to the Church and ftate, and the
infinite pains thefe fervices coft him, bad engaged
-. Philip V. 10 offer him a more confiderable See., But,
content with ferving God in a peor Church, in which
he every day met with fo many centraditions, that

T he
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he might well call her a {poufe of blood, he never
could be brought to think of leaving her for another
and he died in the very bofom of poverry.

THis great man, in the letter of his juft now cited,
complained to the King of there being ftill preferved,
among the archives of the town houfe of the Af
fumption, feveral decrees rendered during the late
troudles, injurious to the immunities of the Church,
his own reputation and that of feveral of his Canons,
the Parith Prieft of St. Blaife, and the Jefuits; be-
caufe no orders, he faid, had been yet given to erafe
or burn them. But this was not the fault of the Ma-
giftrates, who, as foon as they had been re-eftablithed
in their employments, wrote a common {etter to the
King to the (ame purpofe, adding, that Don Bruno
Maurice de Zavala did not think proper to touch
them without his Majefty’s orders; and it is proba-
ble, for my memoirs fay nothing of the matter, that
his Majefty paid due regard to the reprefentations of
fo deferving a Prelate. -

THe ferious attention, which the affairs of * 131
Paraguay had required for fo marly years paft, 1738
had not hindered the Marquis de Cattel Fuerté
from extending his care to the other Provinces within
his jurifdi®tion ; and of thefe Tucuman was that which
wanted it moft. The Indians of Chaco had molefted

-1t of late years to (uch a degree, that the inhabitants
of Tarija, worried by perpetual alarms and infults, ap-
plied to him, if®the year 1731, for an order to fome
Clergymen to make a new attempt to bring them under
the voke of the Gofpel, as the only means of cffeCually
making friends of them; and they were now fo fenld-
ble of the great harm done by the notions thefe

" Indians entertained of Chriftianity being the direct

road to flavery, that they befeeched his Excellency
to engage the Jefuits in this pious tafk, as the only

Religious, who, belides their having.fuch a known

Y3 facility
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facility in acquiring the Indian languages, which many
of them already underftood, could alone promife thefe
Indians, in his Majefty’s name, a.full enjoyment of
all their liberties. Accordmgly. Father Lizardi a
Spanifh Jefuu, and the Fathers Chome ax)d Pons,
both Flemmings, were fent to them, and had (ome
fuccefs with the Chiriguanes, whom lhey firft addrefl-
«ed, as the nation it moft imported the Spaniards to
gain over.  But this fuccefs was of very fhort conti-
nuance. Father Lizardi and his Catcch:ﬁ: were trea-
cherouﬂy murdered by one of their caciques; and the
few barbarians he had reclaimed difperfed beyond the
poffibility of rallying them.
1738 THisdifappointment, however, was in fome
1740 meafure foon repaired by the eftablithment of
a very flourithing Reduction, called St. Igna-
tius, among the Zamucos; (o much the more pleafing,
as there was great reafon to expect fuch an eftablifh-
‘ment might prove the happy means of opening a
fpeedy communication between the Provinces of Para-
guay and Tucuman Accordmgly, fome Jelyits im-
‘mediately fet aboutthat impartant difcovery ; but were
obliged to, relinquith the undertaking after two vcry
laborious attempts; the fecond, which was made in
the year 1740, was mtfrrupted by a failure of water
in the Pilco Mayo, even from its fource; a thing
which had never before happened. The City of Po:
rofi fuffered woft on this occalion; all the mine-
works in its neighboyrhood were (ipended; and fe-
veral of the inhabitants removed to other places, from
an apprchenﬁon, that the river had taken gnother
courfe; byt they foon returned when the riyer ap-
pearcd again in its old bed.

40 WHiLe the Jefuits of America were thus
\VJ facrificing themietves to the fervice of Church
and State in every part of that vaft continent, their
}’rovmcna! and their agem at the Court of Spajn, were

- almott
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almoft entirely taken up in refuting the old calumuies
againft them, which were daily revived under fuch
colours, as might impofe even upon the moft candid
and wary. Accordingly, feveral members of the
Royal Council of the Indies appeared fo alarmed in
regard to certain delicate points, that his Majefty,
thoroyghly convinced of the innocence of the accufed
and of their unfhaken loyalty, thought proper, once
for all, to bring truth into fuch a light as might dif-
fipateall doubts and fulpicions. But, to0 have a right
notion of the manner in which his Majefty proceeded,
it will be proper to look back a liitle to an earlier
period. _

IN 1715, a French Clergyman, whohad,in 1915
his youth, made a voyage to America, in the 1740
fervice of the privateers of. his country, and
formed feveral {chemes for augmenting or encreifing
their commerce, made his appearance at the Court of
Spain, and found means to get into the King’s hands
a memorial againft the Jefuits of Paraguay ; in which,
after repeating fuch things, already advanced againft
them, as were fitteft to make an impreffion on his
Majefty, he laid down a method for remedying the
evils, of. which he pretended the Jefuite of Para-
guay were the authors. Philip V, after reading
this piece himfelf, and caufing it"to be examined
by others, contented himlelf with caufing the author
of it to be -told, that he knew more than him of
the affaits of Paraguay. Accordingly, his Majefty
confirmed, by a Royal Schedule dated the 12th
November 1515, all the privileges granted by him-
felf and his Roysl predeceﬂ‘grs to the Jefuits and their
Neophytes, ' o

Tuougu this rebuff obliged the Ecclefiatick to
leave Spain, it was not fufficient to ftop his mouth.
On his arrival in France, he printed his memorial,
i French and in Latin, that it might fpread the bet:

Y4 ter,
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ter, asin fact it.did, not only in-that kingdom, but
likewife over the proteftant {tates, in which it could
not fail of meeting with univerfal applaufe. The
Jetuits, however, not feeing any thing in it, that had
not been already folidly refuted, aad being informed,
befides, of the contempt, with which it bad been treat;
ed by his Catholic Majefty, gave themiclves (o little
trouble about it, that they had even entirely forgot
it by the year 1732; when, private agents, maintained
at the Court of Madrid by the Commune of Paraguay,
thioking it well adapted to perfuade the Royal
Council of the Indies of the uprightnels of their in-
tentions and their zeal for his Majefty’s fervice, found
means to get it into the hands ot the Prince of Aftu-
rias.  They flattered themfelves, that, by reprefent-
ing t0 the young Prince, who was then prefumptive
Heit to the Crown, and now wears it with fo much
glory, the privileges granted to the Jelnits of Para-
guay and their Neophytes (though grasted merely
with a view of fecuring liberty to thelauer), as prejudi-
cial to the Crown; and by fetting forth the ill ufe
which gccording to them, the Miffionaries' made of
thefe privileges, they might make fome impreflion
upon him, and induce him to employ all his credit to
obtain the recall of them. But in this they were egre-
gioufly miftaken. Don Ferdinand paffed oo this libel
the (ame (entence his father bad done before him ;
and rejected it with indigpation. .

But, as they had at the fame time diftributed feve-
ral copies of it among the principal noblemen of the
Court and the. Council, it miade fo much the grearer
impreflion upon fome of them, as it tallied pretty
well with the informations laid before his Majcfty by
Don Barthelemi -de Aldunate in 1726, and Don
Martin de Barua in 1730; and it was this cir-
cumftance, which obliged the Jefuits to anfwer it
Father Gafpar Rodero, their Agent General for the

. Indies,
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Indies, refuted it by a {o!id piece, to which there has
not as yet appeared any reply. The King had, it
feems, fent the memorial compofed by Don Barthele-
mi de Aldunati to Don Martig-'de Barua, to know
his opinion of ity and Don Marfi, finding feveral
things in it which did not fquare wish his own views,
drew up another, dated the 23d of - September 1730,
which could-not fail of ftartling the Royal Counfel of
the.Indies, though it were merely on account of the
article of twelve hundred thoufand crowns which he
pretended the Jefuits had embezzled of the tribute”
payable by their Indians to his Majefty,
. Tue heavier the charges made in this me- 1932
morial, the more time and attention Philip V. 1740
thought requifite to examine them; it be- .~
ing of the laft importance, as this Prince himfelf fays
in his definitive fentence of the 28th of December
17438, cither to diffipate by the great light of truth fo
atsocious a calumny againft a whole Religious order,
or to make manifeft the impardonable toleration of fo
confiderable an injury to his revenue, contrary to the
regard due to his Royal Patronage, and the obedience
due to his orders. At length, this Prince, after
examining all the articles of this memorial in an
affembly of the Royal Council of the Indics, held in
~ his prefence the 21ft of December 1732, ordered a
Royal Commiflion to be made out tor Don John
Vafquez de Aguero, his Alcalde de Gorry y Cafa, to
take on the fpot, informations of all the fatts his
Majefty defired.to have cleared up, purfuant te fuch
inftructions, as Don Manuel de Martinez, Attorney
General to the Royal Council of the Indies thould
draw up, after conferring with Father Rodero, aud
Father Anthony Machoni, General Agent for the
Jefuits of Paraguay, then on his return from Spain to
that country with a numerous reinforcemen: of Miffi-
onaries 3

\
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onaries ; and procuring all the other ecclairciflements
that could be poffibly procured.
1736 His Majefty’s orders were all punctually
1740 obeyed; and Don John Vafquez de Aguero,
v~ having received his inftructions, fet out for
Buenos Ayres, from whence he wrote to the King, in
February 1736, that, by conferring with Don Mar-
tin de Barua, examining the lifts of the Parana and
Paraguay Chriftians, theonly two to whom the article
concerning the tribute related, and the minutes of the
regifters, in the hands of the former Governor; as,
likewife, all the informations taken by the Bifhops of
Buenos Ayres and the Affumption ; and hearing the .
~depofitions of ten perfons, both laymen and Clergy-

men, beft acquainted with the ftate of thefe Reducti-

ons, he had afcertained; .

ift, TuaT thefe redu@ions amounted to thirty, in
which there were about thirty thoufand Indians liable
to tribute, :
2dly, TuaT the oldeft regifter he could meet with, .

namely one dated in the year 1715, and prefented to
him by Don Martin de Barua, made the tributable

Indians of the thirteen Parana Redu&ions, which had
returned under the Jurifdi@ion of the Governor of
Paraguay, amount 10 only feven thoufand eight hundred

and fifty one; that the copy of another, drawn up, in

1676, by Don Diego Ibanes, Fifcal of the Royal Au-
dience of Guatimala, and prefented to him by the
ime Governor, made the redutions amount, in the
faid year, but to twenty two; and that he could not
difeover the exact date of the foundation of the other

cight; thar, in 1719, when Don Pedro Faxardo Bi-
thop of Buenos Ayres vifited all.the Reduétions, they
were thirty in number, and contained twenty eght
thoufard fix bundred families; and that Don Pedro
confirmed in them thirteen thoufand fix hundred and
fif:y feven perions.

3dly, TuaT
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3dly, TuaT, in 1733, the Jefuits had put into
“the hands of Don Jofeph Palos, Bifhop of Paraguay,
a ftate of their Reductions, by which they were made
to contain twenty feven thoufand and fixty families ;
that, according to the kit delivered into him by the
Agent of the Miffions, the number of families a-
mounted to no more than twenty four thoufand, two
handred and feventeen; in fine, that, in a conference
he had with Father James d’Aguilar, Provincial of
the Jefuits, in obedience to his Majefty’s orders, this
.Father had aflured him, that the number of Redut-
tions actually amounted to thirty, and the number of
tributable Indians in them to twenty four thoufand ;
but that, having lately: fent back for the Curates lifts,
he could find but nineteen thoufand oné hundred and
fixteen ;- and that thefe variations were owing to epi-
demical diforders, which from time to time made
great havock amongft them ; and to the great num-

ber of thofe who perithed in his Majefty’s fervice.
Don Joun Vasquez De AGUERo added, that, (o
carly as the year 1631, the Jefuits had founded up-
wards of twenty Redugtions, each provided with a
very decent Church, and containing, in all, upwards
of feventy thoufand Indians. We have feen, that the
Mamelus deftroyed more than half thefe towns;
murdered a great number of the inhabitants; and
made flaves of a great part of the ret. Don John
further obferved, that, w virtue of the reiterated de-
crees of the Catholick Kings, the new Chriftians
under eighteen and above fifty, the caciques, their el-
deft fons, and twelve Neophytes confecrated, in every
town, to the fervice of the Church, were exempted
from the tribute, which amounted to a pefo per head;
- that it was out of the fruits of their labour they paid
this tribute; that they bad always exaétly paid
it, though, to enable them to do fo, their Paftors were
obliged to watch over them with the greateft atten-.
tion,
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tion, in order to make them ftick to their bufinefs,
and live with ceconomy ; they being naturally inca-’
pable of ceconomy, and not over fond of labour;
that the Governors, befides, frequently drew away
great numbers of them for military and other publick
fervices; that, in fine, werethetribute to be encrea-
fed, the impoflibility of paying it might, perhaps,
make them refule to pay any; whereas they had hi-
therto paid it with the greateft punuality.

He likewife added, that the Jefuits had moft
earneftly prefled him to repair, in perfon, to the Re-
ductions, of which no Governor, Commiffary, or
Vifitor, had as yet taken an entire furvey ; that, to
engage him to do it, they had told him, that, pof
fibly, the Indian Coregidors, whofe bufinefs it was to
make out the lifts, might not always have done it
with all the exa@nefs enjoined them; efpecially in
times of famine and pettilence ; and during the trou-
bles of -the Province of Paraguay, by which the Re-
duttions had been great fufferers ; that, as the Jefuits
had fo many enemies, itwas of the greateft imposr-
tance to them, that he fhould examine things
with his own eyes, that they might not be charged
with haviog impofed upon him ; but that he had an-
fwered them, that his inftrutions did not recom-
mend any fuch vifit to him ; and that, befides, he did
not think it any way neceflary ; the depofitions and
other judicial pieces in his hands being more than
fufficient to enable him to give his Majefty a faithful
account of what by his commiffion he was bound to
enquire into.

IT appears by a letter, whith Don John Vafquez de
- Aguero wrote, at the fame time, to Don Jofeph Pari-
no, then Prime Minifter of Spain, that, on his arrival
at Buenos Ayres, a report had prevailed, that the
Fathers of the company were going to.be deprived of
the direction of their Chuiches; for he obferved in
: this
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this Jetter, that the Bithop of Paraguay had told him.
that, the minute this alteiation took place, the Indians,
to a man, would:- defert their towns, in (pite of all that
could be done to retgin them ; and that not only the
Church would thereby lofe a great number of chil-.
dren, who did honour 1o their Rgligiop ; bat his Ma-
Jjetty, .all thefe Provinces ; that of this there were

upan{werable proofs; for that, as often as. fecular.
Priefts were fent to fill the places of the Jefuits in any -
of the Reduions, the inhabitants immedjately aban-
doned it. *“ And, indeed, my..Lowd, (he added)
“ it is paft doubt, that the manner in which thefe
¢ people are governed is the beft adapted to promote
¢ both their fpiritual and temporal welfare; and
¢ that none is fo well qualified 10 .preferve and en-.
< cresfe this Chriftian Republick, as thofe who feupd-
¢ edit, Atprefent, it cofts them- but little to infure.
¢ the eternal welfare of agreat nymber of thefe new.
<. Chriftians, and to. encreafe this pumber. They.
. engage them o Ipbour by mildoefs ; they procure
¢.them all the afliftance they ftand in need of ; they
¢t; gorredk them with gemienefs and mederation ; thcy
*“ goptinually watch over them, to-extirpate the vigh
¢, ous habits contradted before corserfion ; and I may,
< venture to -tell you, that thc'im{odudioh of the,
““ Jeaft novelty ‘among thefe Indians would greatly
* difturb the tranquillity they now enjoy ; deftrey.
*¢ the fubordination which now reigns among themy
« jofallibly occafion (uth mifchiefs as it would be im-
¢ poflible ever to repair; and greatly hurt the fervice
¢ of God, and his Majefty.” -
AN event which happened at Buencs Ayres, 1737
about this time, under the eyes of theCommif- 1740
fary, contributed not a litile to make him ac- \y—‘-
quainted with the true charaer of thofe _engsmies
the Jefuits had hitherto to deal with in Paraguay;
and (o put him on his guard.againft,every thing he
might

-
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might hear to their difadvantage. - Don Anthony Rue
is de Arrellano, refolved to repair, to the utmoft of
his power, all the mifchief he had done during the
time he fhared in the violences and calumnies of Ante-
quera and the Commune, made, in prefence of the
Norary Royal of Buenos Ayres, a declaration of his
- fentiments in regard to the Jefuits, who, during that
period, had a juft right to confider him as one of
their moft inveterate enemies; with a formal difap-
‘probation of the (hare he had in the perfecution they
had fuffered ; and this piece was made publick.

Bur, to compleat the juftification of the Jefuits, it
was ablolutely neceffary to refute the memorial com-
pofed by Don Martio de Barua. This Governor
having privately difperfed feveral-copies of it, one of
them fell into the hands of Father Gabriel Novar,
fecretary to Father d’Aguilar, who, alarmed - at the
calumnies with which it was filled, and the fly turn
given things by the author’s malice, carried it to him.
Father d’Aguilar, equally alarmed, immediately took
up his pen to anfwer it; and having addrefled his an-
fwer, which was foon finithed, to the King, put it
into the hands of Father Novat, to be communicated’
to Don Jobn de Aguero, with a requeft to read it,
and let him know what additions, alterations, or re-
trenchments, he thought might be requifite, to ren-
der it worthy of appearing before His Majefty in his
Royal Council of the Indies. :

FaTHer Novar having, a few days after, waited
on the Commiffary to know his opinion of this picce ;
“ | have read it, anfwered Don John, and re-read it,
* and read it flill with new pleafure. [ don’t think
“ it wants any addition, and fill lefs any correion.
“ Ir muft be printed as it is. <The Miffions of Para-
“ .guay have, in this fingle piece, a compleat and un-
* anfwerable apolégy. But, when you have got it
“ printed, you @it procure fome able Lawyer at Ma-

: “ dnd
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* drid to make an exalt abftra& of it, and lay this
“ extra& before the Council, along with Barua’s
* Memorial. -The Council will then, no doubt, call
% for the piece itfelf, and will clearly difcover in it
“ the nature of the Paraguay Miffions, the prefent
¢ ftate of them, and the calumnies invented by-hell
¢ to deftroy them.. My dear Father, | had concei-
“ ved a high opinion of Father d’Aguildr, in the
 conferences 1 had with him by his Majefty’s or-
 ders; but this performance has greatly encreafed it ;
 for in it he not only places truth in the ftrongeft
¢ light, but does it in fuch a manner, as to difplay
¢ the greateft goodnefs of heart, and holinefs of man-
 ners, joined to the greateft talents. 1| am over-
‘¢ joyed to have had the opportunity of knowing a
* man of fuch univerfal merit.” ’

Tue Royal Council of the Indies paffed the fame
judgment on this piece; and feveral of itss members
exprefled the ftrongeft inclination to be acquainted
with the author. Accordingly, when, fome time af- .
ter, a report prevailed of his being appointed Agent
General - to his Province, and being daily expeted in
OId Spain, a great number of perfons of diftin&ion
exprefled the higheft joy at it. Another advantage pro-
duced by this memorial was, that, it having fallen into
the hands of Don Cajetan Buoncompagni, Duke of
Sota, and Majordomo to the King of the two Sicilies,
he-took it with him into Italy; and, having commani-
cated it to the celebrated Lewis Anthony Murato-
'ri, that eminent writer took occafion from it to com-
pofe his work intitled El Chrifliancfimo felice nelle
Miffioni dé Padri della Compagnia de Giewfu nel Para-

uay.
£ t{s this performance of Father d’Aguilar has met
with fo much applaufe, I fhall give an extra& of it,
but as fhort as I can poflibly make of it. Father
d’Aguilar begins by obferving, that, if Don Martin
de

| &
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de Barua’s memorial had been feen only by His Ma-
Jefty and the Council Royal of the Indies, he thould
have contented himfelf with enabling Don John Vaf-
quez de Aguero to difcover the falfhood of every
thing advanced in it to the prejudice of the Miffio-
naries of . his company. But, as it appeared by the au-
thor’s making it public, that he fought lefs to give the
King an account of their Miffions, than to fatiate
his hatred of the Society, and ftir up againtt itall the
Provinces of that part of America, he thought him-
. felf at liberty to confider it as a defamatory libel.

. He, then, rakes notice, that Baruanever mentions
the thirteen Parana Reductions but as beloriging™ to
his jurifdition, though he could not but know, that
they had been put under Buenos Ayres fo early as
the year 1%26. He, next, fhows, how much Don
Barua is miftaken in reckoning forty thoufand Indians
liable to pay tribute; and that all his realonings on
this head are equally weak in their. premifes and in
. their conclufions. For this purpofe, he oppoles, to
the calculation upon which Barua built, another, for
the truth of which he is not afraid to make himfelf
anfwerable. In 1715, fays Father d’Aguilar, when
Don Gregorio Bacon, Governor of Paraguay, made
out the lift, upon which Don Martin de Barua grounds
his arguments, the thirty Reductions of the Pdrana
and the Uruguay contained twenty fix thoufand four
hundred and eighty, men, women, and childrén;
and, in 1930, when Batua compofed his memorial,
they contained twenty nine thoufand five hundred fa-
milies, and one hundred and thirty three thoufand
feven hundred fouls. The number of families never
amounted to thirty one thoufand ; and, at prefent
(in 1737,) it is reduced, by famine, ficknefs, -and
deftruction, to twenty three thoufand, as appears by
the Rolls figned and fworn to by the Parith _IPrieﬂ’s. '
" ‘ L © Tue
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Tae principle affumed by Don Martin de Barua,
to prove that the Jefuits owed twelve hundred thou-
fand crowns to the Royal Trealury, being thus
deftroyed, through an error in his calculation of
their Indians, there might feem no neceflity to attack
the conclufion. However, as this article of his me-
morial had fome relation to a tender point that could
not be fet in too clear a light, Father d’Aguilar took
particular pains to difculs it. .He fhewed that all the
propofitions of this Governor were ill grounded; and
proves it in {o evident a manner; that Philip V. and
his Council of the Indies, were furprized to find fo
much ignorance in a man, who had fpent the beft
part of his life in Paraguay, and fo little truth and
honefty in an officer of his rank.

Barua was not afhamed to affirm, that the pro-
. duce of all the labour of the Indians went to the Miffio-
naries, who, after giving their Neophytes cloth énough
for their wear, difpofed of the reft to their private
advantage. The Provincial oppofed to this odious
accufation what feveral perfons, who knew more of
the matter than Barua could pretend, and had been
eye witnefles of the affairs of the Reductions, unani-
moufly attefted. He cited, among others, Don Pedro
Faxardo, Bifhop of Buenos Ayres, who, after vifit-
ing all the ReduQions, wrote to His Majefty, that
he never faw any thing, in his whole life, equal to the
management of them, and the difintereftednefs of the
Miflionaries, who benefited in no fhape by what
their Indians had, either in point of food or' rai-
ment. :

Barua, fuppofing that the Indians in cornmand
paid but four crowns a head tribute, fays, that
His Majefty might content himftlf with two crowne
a head from thofe of the Redutions, in confi-
deration of their fervices to the ftate; thofe, he
adds, under the jurifdi€tion of Buenos Ayres in par-
ticular; for thofe under that of the Affamption have .

Vou. I VA . not
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not rendered it any, for feveral years paft. It is, pro-
bably, rejoins Father d’Aguilar, becaufe Don Martin
de Barua imagined the King was not to give thole
laft any credit for having fo long guarded the fron-
tiers of that Government againft a party he favoured,
and for having enabled, by their bare prefence on the
Frontiers, Don Bruno Maurice de Zavala to reduce
the rebels in it to the obedience of their Sovereign.
But the King knew what this fervice coft them.
He had, likewife, received an account of their having
fecured this Province frcm the ravages, with which
the Guaycurus threatened ir.

Resipes, had it been true, that, fince a tribute
had been impofed upon thefe Indians, it had been fo
badly paid as to leave the Redutions twelve huudred
thoufand erowns in His Majefty’s debt; either they
muft have paid nothing at all fince the year 1681 ;
or muft have always had a. greater number of inha- °
bitants liable to tribute, than Don Martin himfelf

" reckoned; for, as he was on the fpot, he could not

but know, that fince the laft enumeration of them in
1677, according to which the fum'total of the tribute
amounted to ten thoufand five hupdred crowns, it
was ordered by a Royal Schedule dated-the 17th of
July 1684, that, for the time to come, it fhould not
be exatted but on the footing of the faid mufter, till
another fhould be taken; and that no lit had been
taken from that period to the time of his compofing
his memorial,

- WHAT is more, adds Father d’Aguilar, when Don
ohn Gregorio Bacan had, in the year 1715, taken a
it of the Indians. of the thirteen .Redu@ions on the

Parana, his Majefty, by a Schedule dated the 24th of

Auguft 1718, ordered, that the tribute fhou'd con-
tinue to be levied according to the lifts taken in

4677, and it was Don Dicgo Ibanez de Faria, who

was charged with the care of colleéting it. Don
: ~ Martin
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‘Martin de Barua, continues Father d’Aguilar knew
very well, that, in virtue of the orders iffued by Phi-
lip V. and all his predeceflors, the ftipends of the
Miffionaries were to be paid out of this tribute, not-
withftanding which, in order to give the greater air
of probability to what he advances concerning the
difhonefty of the Jefuits on this head, he has the
affurance to tell his Majefty, that the Revenue Officers,
whofe bufinefs it was to raife the tribuie, had an under-
ftanding with thefe Religious; and, therefore, did not
difcharge their duty, as they fhould have done; which -
he adds no way furprized him, * for thefe Fathers,
‘ fays he, cry up fo much their great power, that I
“ myfelf never dared to oppofé their attempts, on
¢ account of the correfpondence they carry on with
*¢ your Viceroy of Peru,.upon whom they can fo much
* the more eaflily palm every thing they think proper,
“ as it is more difficult, confidering the diftance at
“ which he refides, to convey the truth to him.
¢ They have, likewife, found means to make the Bi-
*“ fhop of Paraguay enter into all their views; and I
“ have taken the liberty to tell your Majefty what
“ evil confequences may flow from fuch a combina-
¢ tion.” It was pretty furprifing that Barua fhould
fpeak in this manner to his Majefty, of a Viceroy
like the Marquis de Caftel Fuerte, and fo refpectable
a Prelate as Don Jofeph de Palos, efpecially in the
prefent conjunQure, as nothing was fitter .to confirm
the fufpicions of his Sovereign concerning the corre-
fpondence he himfelf maintained with the Commune
of Paraguay.

But what Father d'Aguilar chiefly infifted upon,
in anfwering this article of Don Martin’s memoarial,
was the ignorance or impudence of the author in

~making fuch a noife about the credit of the Jefuits,
and reproaching them with their abufe of it, at a time
the Viceroy was obliged to employ the moft terrible

A menaces
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menaces to oblige him to re-eftablith them in their
College, from whence they had been fo ignominioufly
expelled ; at a time that not a fingle perfon, in the
whole Province, dared to fpeak in their favour for
fear of incurring his indignation. The King, on his
fide, could not help being greatly furpriled, that thofe
Fathers, though well acquainted with the Governor’s
fentiments concerning them, had not written to Spain
a fingle letter againt him; fo that it was a long time
befote their Agents at Madrid could anfwer his me-
morial,

Bur Don Martin’s malice appeared ftill greater in
that article of his memorial, in which, by His Majefty’s
orders, he gives him his fentiments in regard to the
projet formed by Don Bartholomew de Aldunaté.
This proje, as we have already faid, confifted chiefly
m eftablithing Spanifth Corregidors in the Parana and
the Uruguay Reducions. Aldunaté, however, was
niot the firft advifer of this meafure. - So early as the
year 1653, the Dean of the Cathedral of the Affump-
tion had ftrongly reprefented to the Count de Pene-
randa, Prefident of the Royal Councit of the Indies,
the difagreeable confequences, which would inevitably
attend fuch an innovation in America, where it was
reported, that the edi&t, iffued in confequence of
the accufation brought againft the Jefuits by the
Agents of Don Bernardin de Cardenas, was on the
point of being publifhed in the Province of Paraguay.

Barua, in his anfwer to this article of the King’s
letter, obferves to His Majefty, that the eftablifhment
of Spanith Corregidors in the Redutions governed
- by the Jefuits might be attended with great incon-
veniencés. Affe€ting, however, to forget thofe,
which the Dean of the Chapter of the Affumption
had mentioned in his letter to the Count.de Pene-
randa, he fays, that, by the great experience he had
acquired, efpecially during the five years he governed

I the
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the Province of Paraguay, he was convinced, that the -
Indians governed by the Jefuits acknowledged no
authority but-theirs; an authority, he adds, which
they had ufurped, and did not condefcend to fhare,
even with the Sovereign; whence he concluded, that
it would be dangerous to attempt to make the leaft
alteration in the prefent method of governing thefe
people; and that there would be no fafety for the
* Spamfh Officers who might be placed over them.
Befides, (ays he, who would accept of fuch a com-
miflion, confidering the maxims ¢t the company ?

FaTher D’AcGuUILAR’s anfwer to {0 atrocious a
charge was, that, in fact, thefe Indians had abdpdoned
themielves to the conduét of the Fathers of the com-
pany, who, with immenfe labours, and often at the
expence of their lives, went to look for theam in fo-
refts and mountaips, which no Spaniards had ever
been able to penetrate; who, with the grace of God,
had the bappinefs of changjng thefe cannibals into
zealous and fervent chriftians;; and converting the
fierceft enemies of ‘His Majefty’s natural fubjects
into the moft faithful vaflals he had in the New world,
“they being conftantly ready to execyte his orders and
thofe of his Governors at their own expence, and even
lay down their lives for his fervice. He then takes
notice, that Don Martin de Barua, and thofe who
think like him, would never have confidered it as a
crime in thofe Neophytes to exprefs fo unlimited a
%raximde for, confidence in, and attachment to, their

athers in Jesus CHR1sT, had not thefe Religious, net
content with bringing them to the knowledge of the
true God, and procuring them all the advantages they
enjoyed under the protection ‘of the Catholick Kings,
exerted themfelves, with the greateft zeal and con-
ftancy,.and in fpite of the fevereft perfecutions, to

maintain them in the pofleflion of their liberty,
Z 3 FaTHeRr
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Fatuer p'Acurrar allows it to be more than
probable, that they would confider the placing of
Spanifh Corregidors over them as an attack upon their
liberty, of which they are infinitely jealous, from a
per{uafion, that they muft, in that cafe, foon become the
moft mifcrable of men, as views of intereft alone
could make fuch men accept thefe employments. In
fact, adds the provincial, it is not to be doubted, if
we may judge what happens elfewhere, that thefe
Corregidors, free as they would ‘be from all appre-
henfions of being called to an account for their beha-
viour, would (oon make, of the fimplicity and loyalty
of thefe Indians, the bad ufe, which it is faid, without
proof, the Miffionaries now- make of it; and to be
convinced of this, it is fufficient to fee in what manner
thole in command are treated, and that too under the
very eyes of the Bithops and Governors.

ZIB owns, in fine, that the Reduions are fituated
in a manner to render the revolt of the Neophytes, if
driven to it by bad ufage, eafy and incurable. But
he thews at the fame time, the fame thing may
be faid-of all the other Indian towns, from whence,
befides, it is fo much the eafier for the inhabitants to
defert, and join the enemies of the Spaniards, as there
is not one of them, which has not fume one or ano-
ther of thefe enemies near enough, and equally will-
ing, to afford them an alylum, as hgs been often the
cafe. But it would be ftill worfe, he adds, if thofe,
who now live quietly and loyally under the direCtion
of the Jefuits, feeing themfelves commanded by Spa-
nifhi Corregidors, and in danger of lofing their liberty,
inftead of difperfing, or returning 'to their ancient ha-
bitations, fhould take it in their heads to carry fire
and fword into the Spanith Plantations, in order to
be revenged for the breach of promifes made to them,
aud for fo ungrateful a return for all their fervices.H

E,

‘.;
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‘He, moreover, obferves, that there would be no
fafery, even in the Spanith towns, againft ‘them, if
once driven to defpair, fince theére are very few Spanifh
towns in thefe Provinces, but what find it a difficult
magter to hold out againft a handful of undifciplined
barbarians, who have already deftroyed fome of them;
that, even in the capital Cities, the inhabitants are
obliged to fuffer the greateft indignities from thefe
barbarians, for want of being in 2 conditien to reduce
them by force. In fa®, adds -he, how would it be
poffible to oppofe twenty thoufand Indians, who have
meafured their -ftrength with the beft Spanifh and
Portuguefe troops; whom 'the Mamelas dare no
longer look in the face; who have twice driven the
Portuguefc from the Colony of ‘the Bleffed Sacrameit ;
and who, for fo many years patt, keep in awe all the
infidel nations which furround them. o
. He refutes, with equal force, what feveral Spani--
ards never -ceafed. alledging, “that their anceftors had:
fubdued the Guaranis and the-‘other Indidns with
whom the Redultions were” peopled; adding, that
it.could not be denied that thefe nations wére born
free; and that the Spaniards did not fo much-as
think of reducing them, when the Jefuits prevailed on
them to unite under their diretion, and acknowledge
the Kings of Spain for their Sovereigns, by promifing
them, in the moft formal manner, that no attempt
fhiould be made on their liberty, and that they fhould
never become flaves to the Spaniards.  He concludes
this- article by protefting, that; if, notwithftanding
all-he has taken the liberty ro reprefent to the King,
his Majefty fhould think proper to eftablifh: Spanith
Corregidors in the Redu€lions; not only the Jefuits
would not oppole fuch eftablithment, but would’
employ all their credit to make their Neophytes
agree 10 it, though they could not help being per-
fnaded, that, inftead of beZing barely deferted by them

. 4 . m
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on the firft meotion of fuch 9 change, they would be
the firfk to fall a facrifice to their refentment.
. Hg, thes, befeeches his Majefty to confider, that
the Jefuits, in placing this Chriftian Republick at fo
great a diftance from the Spanifh towns and Planta-
tions, not only did nothing but by the advice of the
Governors of thefe Provinces and with the confent of
the. Kings his predeceflors, whofe view was to have,
io them, a barrier againft the enterprizes of the Par-
tugueze of Brazil and the Indians living on that fron-
tier, not to ention feveral other motives, the juft-
nefs of which appeared more and more manifeft. by
fubfequent events; but that it was (o little the defign
of thefe Fathers to be more at liberty to difpofe, as -
they pleafed, of the fubftance of thefe Indians, and be-
nefit by the trade carried on by them, as Don Martin
de Barua pretended, that it was noterieus, that, i
the mapner this trade had been always carried on,
the Spaniards were thole, who always reaped the
greateft benofic by it. .- . - - - .
To_prove this, be enters into . particulars, Spon
which I fhall not dwell, as they relate. chiefly to what
I have already fufficiendy enlarged upon, concerping
- the meafures taken tg; thefe Miflionaries to provide.
neceffaries for their Neophyies, ornaments for their
Churches, and every thing requifite for'the celebration.
of the Divine Office; and to defray the Indians, em-
ployed, at a diftance from home, in the King'’s fer-.
yice. Io particular, he exhibits, in the ftrongeft light,
what had beea already feveral times reprefenied, that
if there was a freer communication between them and
the Spaniards, liberfinifm would take plage, in this,
Church, which now does fo much honour te Rehigion,
of innocence, piety, and a fervour, fcarce kpown in:
apy but the firft ages of Chriftianity ; not to mention,
tbat, in confequence of itg being fo eafy 10 impofe upon
them, they muft foom be reduced 1o the .greateft:
) diftrefs,
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diftsels, and therey difabled from ferving their Sove-
reign in the gratuitous manner they bad hitherto
done; and giving to the worfhip they yield the Lord
that degree of fplendor and magpnificence, which fur-
prizes all thafe who behold it.

Ta be ¢onvinced of this, Philip V. could not re-
quire any new proofs, after the accounts fo often re-
ceived by him from Bithops, Governors, and feveral
ather perfons of unexgeptionable credit; and after
what be had hesrd concerning the dep%orable condi-
" tion of the four Indian towns, in the neighbourhood
of Buengs Ayres, though “entirely formed of Chri-
ftians. He likewife knew, (and nothing was better
known to the Bifhops of thefe Provinces,) how dif-
ficult, if not impofiible, it was, to convert the Infir
dels of this country, wha either lived among Spani:
axds, ox near enough to them to be (candalized by theie
bad example.

I7 appears, thet Don ]ohn Vafquez de- Aguero
had begun to give the King,. his mafter, an accouat
of the fitwation, in which he found the affairs of
Paragusy, relating to, feveral articles in his inftruétic

ops, ‘befare he faw. Father d’Aguilar’s performance,

fince, even after his informations had been received;
feveral obje@ions were made to Father Rodero,
Agent General of the Indies at Madrid, concerniug
the exadinefs. .of the Reduttion Indians in paying
tbew tribute ; * and. their Miffionaries not allowing
them .a free correfpondence with the Spamards -af
even leave to learp the Spanifh language ; two points,
which the I;’ravmclal hsd_ fufﬁclemly cleared up in his
Memorigh

. Two ;of tbe prmcnpnl membcrs of the Royal
Coungil - of the Indies being ordered :tor confer upon
thefe, points with this Agent; he began, by taking
noticg. 4o, them, that.it would be unjuft. to requirg

- frgm the Reduction Indians, the fame tribute that

was

—
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was" required from thofe who had been reduced by
force of arms: firft, becaufe their fubmiffion  was
voluotary : fecondly, becaufe the fervices they yield-
ed the State, not only without any pay, but at a very
great expence to themfelves, were much more than
an equivalent for what the other Indians paid ; and, to
make them the more fenfible of this, he produced an
unexceptionable calculation, by which it appeared,
that, had they, on the one hand, paid the fame tri-

bute, and the fame contributions, with thofe Indians

that are moft heavily burdened; and received, on
the other, equal pay with that allowed the Indians of
the towns in the neighbourhood -of Buenos Ayres, for
their military and other fervices, there would appear
due to them fuch a balance, as would prove it no great
favour to exempt them, entirely, from all tributes
and taxes; fince, in time of peace as well as war,
fome of them are conftantly employed ; and are -o-
bliged, befides, to fupply themfelves with arms and
‘ammunition at their own expence.

* As to the free communication, which fome people
thought it would be proper to open between the
Spaniards, and the ReduQion Indians; the Agent
General, not content with the folid arguments -brought
againft i by Father d'Aguilar, took notice to the
two Minifters, who fpoke to him concerning it that
it would be quite idle to infift upon fuch a commu-
pication from any apprchcnﬁons, thag the “behavi-
our of the Millionaries, in this refpe@, tended to
render the Neophytes independent of the ‘Govern-
ment ; and, on its being objeCted to him, that their
continuing to make ufe of no other but therr mother
tongue was contrary to the Statutes; he anfwered,
that there was in every town a fcheol, where the
children were taunght to read and to write the Spanith,
both which they performed very well; that this- w:;
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all the ftatutes required ; that the Indians had the
greatelt averfion to fpeak any language but their
own, whicha great many Spaniards were fufficiently
acquzinted  with ; that there were very good reafons
for not ufing any compulfion on this head ; and that,
if his Majefty did not approve thefe reafons, when
they fhoul,d be made known to him, the Miflionarics
would comply with his orders, as far as they thould
find it poffible, without expofing the loyalty of the
Reduétion Indians to too feykre a triall.

He added, that few of the Spaniards, who at firft
found means to fteal into the Redutions, ever left
them without greatly fcandalizing the Neophytes ;
debauching, and even carrying off, their wives; and
feizing every thing they happened to take a fanc
to; that, -to keep thefe few Chriftians under the mo
‘perfe& obedience, it was fufficient, that the Bithops,
the Governors, -and the Commiffaries fent by his
- Majefty, fhould: vifit them as often as they thought
‘proper, or fend’ uthers there whom they could depend

“upon; that fuch never had the-leaft reafon to com-
‘plain of their not being received there in a fuitable
manner,:'or of their orders not being obeyed with the
greateft puntuality- and chcarfulnd%. :
~ ‘Some time after, the fame objc&ions, in regard to
the Spanifh language not being afed in the Reduc-
tions, being made. to Father Jofeph Rico, who had
been deputed to Madrid, in quality of Agent Gene-
ral of the Province of Paraguay; he added to the
anfwers already given; that he was the more furpri-
zed at this point bting fo much infifted upon, as no
Spanith was fpoken in any of the Indian towns,
governed by Secular Priefts, or Francifcan Friers;
that all the Indians, in general, are extremely
Jealous of their mother tongue; that the Jefuits
were not to blame, if thofe under their dire@ion did
not do what it was wifhed they fhould do, as thefe

‘ Fathers
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Fathers did not think proper to employ thrests or
violence to oblige them to conform, in as much s
the ftatutes prefcribed nothing ntore than what
was practifed in all the Reductions, namely, to teach
the children to read and write the Spani(h and Latin,
which they do fo well, that one can fcarce believe
they are not perfeQtly acquainted with both thefe
languages ©. . .

GREAT ftrefs was likewife laid, in the account
fent to the Royal Council of the Indies, on gun-
powder being made in all the Reduétions ; a practice
cxprefsly forbid by Jaw, aod liable to great inconveni-
encies. [Father Rico, who knew the Reductions bet-
ter than any eone elfe, having feveral times carefully

. vifited them, made anfwer, that there was not the
“leaft apparent ground for this dccufatien ; it being
_well known in Paraguay, that, in gH the country oc-
cupied by thefe Indians, there is not falipeste enough
, to' employ a fingle. powder-mill ; awd that it cannot
be proved, that thefe Neopbyies. ever fold, a fingle
.pound of it, or could expend within themfelves 5e
quantity of it which it was E@etcadcd they made. 1It.
is even well known, added Father Rico, that the A-
gent of the Miffions at Buenos Ayres always buys for
them what they waot, when ordered to talie: the field
for his Majefty’s fervice. - S

Hg did not, however, deny, but that in fosne towns
the Indians might make about twenty pounds of
powder every year; but he added, that it was tao
weak to ferve for any thing but the rockets ufed by

~ them in their public rejoiciogs ; that it was from she
Spaniards they learnt to make it; that the Governars
never took it amils; and that they fhould not have

* There is, in Spain, a large Spanith manufcript in the hand
writing of one of thefe Indians, which would do bonour to the
2blett copier in Europe.

S : ‘ _ failed
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failed to forbid it, on the fift notice; that their
circumfpe@ion in regard to the making of gun-
powder had been always fo great, that when, in the
beginning of the prefent century, fome Frenchmen
had offered to teach their Indians a method of
making a great deal of powder, to fave them the
expence of purchafing that commodity, when order-
ed to take the field for his Majefty’s fervice, they
would by no means liften to their propofal, as well to
avoid introducing ftrangers into the Redutions, a
thing exprefsly E)rbid; as on account of the incon-
veniencies that might attend their Indians being able
to procure gunpowder when they pleafed; a thing, it
was more their intereft than that of any one elfe
to prevent. _ :

Ar laft, Father Rico had a reproach to anfwer,
which he certainly could not expect. This was,
that, for a long time paft, the Jefuits of Paraguay,
contenting themfelves with their thirty Reduétions,
had given over their apoftolical labours among the In-
dians; and that, accordingly, the laft “eight Redocti-
ons were but fwarms drawn from the twenty-two firft.
Accordingly, of sll the accufations brought againft
the Company, this was that, which their Agent had
the leaft difficulty in anfwering. - He began by grant-
ing, that, of the firft two and twenty Parana and
Uruguay Reductions, the Miflionaries had formed
thirty ; but then he took notice; 1ft, that the Paftors
of the eight new towns received nothing from the
King by way of falary or (ubfiftence; but lived whol-
by upon the ftipends allowed thofe of the twenty two
old ones; 2dly, that the only reafon for draughting
from the latter a certain number of families, was
their growing too populous for one Prieft to ferve
them; 3dly, that the Miffionaries had never difconti-
nued their excurfions into the countries inhabited by
lofidels, and always brought back fome Profelytes

: with
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with them to the Redutions; that he himfelf faw
Father Pong condu&t to one o} the Parana Reducti-
ons, in the year 1731, one hundred and fixty Guay-
anas, whom he had gone in queft of a great way into
their forefts ; and that, were it not for fuch recruits,
the eight new Reductions could not have beea fo foon
peopled ; 4thly, that it was.fo much the more fhame-
ful to reproach the Miflionaries of Paraguay with
having fuffered their zeal for the falvation of Infi-
dels to cool, as the blood of two of their brethren,
maffacred in propagating the Golpel, was ftill warm ;
and new churches were every day ftarting up among
the Chiquites, in the Provinces of Tucuman and -
. Paraguay. We fhall foon have an opportunity of
being ftill better convinced, that thofe, who attacked
the Miflionaries upon this head, muft have been
obftinately bent on quarrelling with them.
1740  THese two Memorials of Father d’Agui-
1745 lar and Father Rico were printed, along
with the informations of Don John Vefquez
de Aguero, which were found to agree with feveral
letters from. the late Don Bruno Maurice de
Zavala, and . Don Pedro Faxardo, Bifhop of Buenos
Ayres; and the ftill recent account of Father
Lizardi's martyrdom completely diffipated the
prejudices that had given occafion to fo many
enquiries ; o that, the Report of all thefe pieces
having been made, in a Royal Council of the
Indies, at which the King perfonally prefided, his
Majefty gave orders for drawing up, in conformity
thereto, a decree, in form of regulation, and figned
it on the 28th of December of the fame year. "In
the mean time, his Majefty received a letter from
Don Jofeph de Peralta, of the Order of St. Dominick,
who fucceeded Don Pedro Faxardo in the Bifhop-
ric of Buenos Ayres; and ordered it to be printed
- ’ along
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along with his decree.  As this letter contains feveral
paruculars relating to the then ftate of the Province
of the Ria de la Plata, and the thirty Uruguay and
the Parana Redu@ions, which this Prelate had juft
vifited, by virtue of a fpecial Commiffion from his
Majefty ; I think it my duty to intert a pretty long
extrat of it
ArTER giving his Majefty an account of the hafte
he had made by his orders to repair to his diocefe,
as it was feared the Fnglith were meditating a de-
fcent in one of the Ports of it, be goes on thus:
“ As foon as I entered it, I began by vifiting the
¢ parithes on my road; and, after taking pofleffion
* of my cathedral, continued to vifit the neighbour-
 ing churches and chapels, in which I confirmed
¢ about ten thoufand perfons of every age, and both
¢« fexes. When I had finithed this vifit, to comply
¢ with every part of my duty, I vifited the churches
‘ and chapels of Santafé, Corrientes, and the Doc-
“ trines, which lie at a great diftance in the inland"
¢ country, and are governed by the Fathers of
¢¢ the Company of Jefus. :
¢ THe town of Santafé, which lies about a hundred
¢ leagues from Buenos -Ayres, was formerly the
“ moft flourifhing of all this diocefe, and even that
“¢¢ of Paraguay, which contained moft nobility, It
‘ is well built, and moft advantageoufly fituated
 between two rivers, which water a fertile country.
« But, within thefe two years, it has fuffered greatly
“ in the extent of its territory, and the number of
¢ its inhabitants, by the continual inroads of the
* Guaycuras and the Charuas, who never appeared
¢¢ there till the year 1716. They began by making .
¢ little incurfions into the country, from whence
“ they carried off the cattle ; after this, they formed
_* a body of horfe, and redoubled their hottilities,
“ but ftill in the way of treachery and furprize, till
 they
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they ruined almoft all the inhabitants of Santafé.
The Jefuits, in particular, have been fuch confi-
derable lofers by their depredartions, that they have
fcarce left wherewith to maintain Fathers enough
to go through the duties of their college. At
length, the fear of falling into the hands of thefe
Savages obliged feveral of the inhabitants to with-
draw elfewhere. Thofe who remain are in the
fame condition with the inhabitants of Bethulia,
when befieged by Holofernes. They can fcarce
cultivate the little land that lies neareft to the city;
and are, befides, obliged to bring home their cattle
to it every night.

“ It is true, that, fome years ago, a peace was
made with thefe Barbarians, but it was of no ufe

‘to put a ftop to their depredations; they have

declared, it feems, that they only bound them-
felves not to murder any one; though, after all,
it is not fafe to fall into their hands. 1t is this that
has brought Santafé to the loweft ebb. Moft of

its inhabitants have taken refuge in the mountains,

where they cannot hear the word of God, or the
vaice of their Paftors; nor even enjoy the comfort
of affifting at the Divine Myfteries. However,
to fecure this peace, fuch as it is, a corpsof militia
has been raifed, and is ftill kept on foot. But to
do this, it was requifite to enlift thofe who fhould
be employed in cultivating the earth; and, after
all, it is reduced to half the number of which it -
originally confifted, fo that, unlefs fome meafures
are taken to remedy this evil, the town will foon
have no garrifon to defend it. I thought it my
duty, Sire, toinform your Majefty of the dangerous
fituation of this place, that you may give orders
for completing its militia, or even encreafing it
if requifite. '

' “ From
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“ From Santafé, I dire€ted my courfe towards the
Reduttions governed by the Fathers of the
Company of Jeius, the neareft of which lies one
hundred -leagues from this place. This journey is
very difficult, and fomewhat dangerous ; the roads
being bad in themfelves, and lying through an unin-
habited country ; infefted, however, by Barbarians
and wild beafts, and interfctted by large rivers, the
navigation of which, being againft the ftream,. is
very difficult, and not without danger. There
are feventeen of thefe Reduétions within the
diocefe of Buenos Ayres; and thirteen, within that
of the Aflumption. After vifiting thofe belonging
to my own diocele, I repaired to fome of the others,
at the requeft of the Chapter of the Affumption,
the fee of which happened to be then vacant, in
order to adminiftér the facrament of confirmation -
in them; and, as I' make no doubt but your
Majefty will be very glad to hedr the progrefs
made by thefe poor ?n‘dlaﬁ’s in the Chriftian faith,
I fhall lay before you what 1 haveé feen with
my own eyes, and, as it were, examined with my
‘own hands, with fo much confolation, that it made
me foon forget the great hardfhips and fatigues
it coft me to make this vifit. '

“ AND, indeed, what other fentiment could be
produced by the fight of o great a multitude of
theep, who, tho’ feparated from one another, live,
under the direttion of their Paftors, with fo much
uniformity and harmony, that they feem but one
flock. I was not a hitle conceined at being
obliged to leave ‘them; 4and fet out, my heart
overflowing with, the moft ténder devotion, and
thanking the Lord for the bleflings unceafingly
poured.-down on thefe poof pecple, throigh the.
miniftry of a number of Religious, Holv, and
‘Apoftolical men, entirely taken up with the care
Vou. 1L Aa “ of
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of inftruQting and firengthening them in the
Catholic Faith, and in forming them for your
Majefty’s fervice, by infpiring them with a loyalty
and zeal, which’ could not be greater, even had
they inherited thel¢ virtues fiom their forefathers.
What a comfort it 1s, 1o afliit at their folemn
mufic; to behold the riches and elegance with wliich
their churches and aliars are decorated; ihe
decency and devution with which they yield o
them 10 God the homage that is duc to him;
the magnificence, with which they celebrate the
Divine Myfteries; and the tender love they exprels
for Jefus Chrift in his auguft Sacrament! So un-
ulual a fight, at the fame time that it melted me
into tears, overwhelmed me with confufion, as it
made me make the moft mortifying reflections on
the wide difference between thefe people, as yet
novices in the faith, and the old Chriftians, by
whofe lives they fhould have been taught to ho-
nour and refpet their common matter.
“ WaaT made the moft impreflion on me, was to
behold, at day-break, a cloud of children of both
fexes, the girls feparated from the boys, enter the
church, in order to celebrate the praifes of the
Lord, ‘in canticles capable of infpiring the hardeft
hearts with the tendereft devotion. The fame is
practifed at fun-fet; and all this, through the -
duftry of the Miflionaries, who do not, however,
confine their attention to the wants of the foul, but
extend it to thofe of the body. As foon as they
have taken proper meafures for the couftruction
of the churches, and for procuring a (upply of every
thing requifite for the celebration of Divine fervice,
they go into -the fields with their Neophytes in
order to chufe the lands fitteft for grain and
cotton; they, then, fupply them with feed, oxen,
and ploghs; with fo much forefight, and fuch
_ ' ‘ *“ univerfal
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univerfal ‘charity, asit is not in the power of words
to exprefs,
* As the Divine Worfhip is the principal ebjet
of their attentfon, there are fchools for teaching
the little children to fing, and the dances which
make part of the rejoicings ufed at their feftivals,
and there is a fpot of ground fowed apart for
‘¢ thefe children. In a word, Sire, thefe Neophytes
conftitute fo confiderable and fo deferving a part
of your Royal patrimony, that 1 doubt if your
Majefty has ‘any other that excels it. It often
happens, that the crops are not fufficient for their
fubfiftence; -which is partly owing to their not
fowing fced enough, as they content themfclves
 with little.  Bur, there is a further quantity of feed
fown, every year, for the widows, the orphans, the
fick; and efpecially thofe employed in neceffary
occafions at a diftance from home, for whom more
“-is fown than for the three other purpofes.” Of
¢ the crops prodaced by this laft feed, a portion
is laid up to anfwer unexpeted calls; which are
likewife anfwered by cattle reared apart for the
* ufe of the fick. In fhort, of all the private or
* publick crops nothing is fent to the other provinces;;
“ and this, becaufe, in fpite of the greateft precaution,
¥ they are never fure of having enough for the cur-
“®rent year.” Thefe Indians, likewife, derive great
¢ advantages from the leaves'of a tree, which they
* dry, with a gentle heat, and afterwards reduce
* into powder. This is what they call Paraguay
¢ Herb. A certain portion of it is daily diftributed
to each of them; tor it is now become as indif-
penfably neceffary as food itfelf. '
«.THi1s, however, is the only produce of their
lands they difpofe of, to procure themfelves a great
 many things, which their country does not yield:
What remains is employed in - the fervice of God
" Aaz “ and

.
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‘ apd that of your Majefty; namely, in parchafing
‘ embellithments for their churches, ornaments for
¢ their alrars, facred veflcls and other neceffaries for
the celebration of the divine myfteries, and another
¢ ufe equally indifpenfable. Befides the Miffionaries
actaally employed in the Reductions, there muft
be a referve always in readinels to help or {ucceed
them. | faw two of them die during my vifita-
tion. Now, it tofts a great deal more 10 fupport
“ thefe fupernumeraries, and defray their voyages,
“ than is allowed by the truly royal piety of your
¥ Magjefty. It is incredible, how high the charges
< of, ap embarkation run, efpeciallyqn_time of war,
‘“ .when the new Miflionaries meet with long delays
 at'Cadizz. Now, to anfwer all thefe calls, the
“ Neophytes lay by & certain portion of what their
commerce produces.

¢ THey allot another portion to purchafe horfes,
“.arms, military ftores, cloathing for the foldiers
¢ and others called qut into vour. Majefty’s fervice,
“ Thére is, at prefent, a great. number of them at
¢- work on the fortifications of Montevideo. - They
“, are likewife obliged to. keep conftantly on foot a
* body of militia, to guard againft fudden furprizes,
“ and for the defenceé of their catle againft the
%' parties, which are perpetually hovering about them,
““ and continually forming ambufcades to plund®r,
“ maffacre, or make flaves of them. Thefe expences
“ put_together very_ often reduce them to, fuch
‘. ftraits, that it.is impoffible for the Agents of the
“ Miflions to give them all the relief they ftand in
* need of, efpecially in bad years.

“ It is for thefe reafons, I imagine, that thefe
‘ Indians have been exempted from tithes;. end
‘“ they enjoy this privilege in conmon with thofe
‘ under the direction of the religious of St. Francis.
* For this reafon, when fome perfons would have
E 1 ¢ had

. e
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‘had' me exa& them from the former, 1 did not
think proper to take their advice, as the pr.duceof’
their labour and their commerce does not go all to
themfelves, as it does to thole, who cultivate the
ground in the other Provinces of Paraguay,. and.in
thofe of Peru and Chili; part of .it being expended
in the fervice of God, and that of your Majefty;
for, next to the.fervice of God, the chief-attention
of the Miflionaries is to promote your Majefty's;
and they have fo zealoufly trained up their Neo~
phytes in it, that, though a famine and the fmall
pox have lately carried off great numbers of them,
you 'may ftill reckon on twelve or fourteen thou-
fand men, in conftant readinefs w act io any
capacity, and in any place, your Majefty may
think proper to employ them; as they have done
of late years in .the Province of Paraguay, where
they gave the moft furprizing proofs of courage,
and of their loyalty and attachment to your Royal
perfon; having (upplied themfelves, at their own
expence, with horfes, arms, ammunition; and
chearfully expofed themfelves to the greateft dan-
gers. I thought it my duty, Sire, to give you
a plain and fincere account of all thefe matters,
that your Majefty, when well informed of every
particular relating to thefe poor Indians, may be
gracioufly pleafed to acknowledge their loyalty and
their fervices, and likewife reward the geal and
fatigues of the Evangelical labourers who direct
them. ‘
“ Besipes the Redu&ions [ bhave all this- time
been fpeaking of, there is another, the firft foun-
dations of which were laid by the Fathers of the
Company among the Pampas, who, of late years,
committed great diforders in the neighbourhood
of Buenos Ayres, and on the road between it and
Chili. Don Miguel de Salcedo, your Governor
Aa 2 ¢« of
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of Rio de la Plata, having raifed a fquadron of
horfe, fent out along with it a Jefuit, whom he
charged to treat with thofe Infidels, who are fettled,
in great numbers, on this fide of America, and on
the borders of Chili; and his proje¢t has been
crowned with fuccefs. The Miffiopary (poke to
thefe Mountaineers, and engaged them to make
peace with the Spaniards, and fend four of their
Caciques to Buenos Ayres to fignit. One of the
articles is, that they fhould reftore all the captives
carried off by them within thefe few days. Other
Caciques are arrived at Santafé, and have earneftly
applied to the Rector of the Callege there, for two
of his Religious, to inftru&t their whole nation in
the principles of the Chriftian Religion, which they-
are defirous to embrace, The Provincial has grant-
ed their requeft; and it looks as if all this hap-
pened, in confequence of a fpecial difpenfation of
Providence, fo that I truft in God’s mercy, the
former will, at leaft, let us live in peace; and the
latter, by embracing our Holy Faith, open a wide
door to the propagation of the Catholick Religion
in thefe vaft countries.

“ It is proper, Sire, I fhould here take notice,
that, having been to hold a vifiration at Corrientes,
which lies eighty leagues from the Redu&ions
[ had juft left, I pafled, as the Scripture exprefles
it, from the greateft heat to the greateft cold ; that
is to fay, that, after being an eye witnefs of the
moft fervent piety among the Indians, | could
difcover nothing but lukewarmnefs and coldnefs
among the Spaniards. This country is more
miferable even than that of Santafé; for, though
its lands are very fertile, the floth of the inhabitants
keeps them very unhappy. “Their whole employ-
ment is to tear each other to pieces; and there
prevails among them the greateft corruption of
- 7 “ manners.
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manners, | was obliged to drive out of it to
Buenos Ayres, and Corduba, feveral men, whq,
though they had wives at thefe places, maintained
at Corrientes a fcandalous commerce with other
women; which was one of the fources of the dif-
fentigns that prevailed here.

“ In the courfe of my vifitation, which was of
feveral hundred leagues, 1 confirmed, in my
diocefe, and that of the Affumption, twenty
theu(and fouls; and I fhould have had twice that
number to confirm, if the plague, by which, as |
have already taken notice, the Redudions have of
late years been ,vifited, had not carried off great
numbers of every age and both fexes. The
Religious of St. Francis have three Redutions in
my diocefe, which, to fulfill my obligations, {
likewife vifited. They are well governed. The
Indians in them are well inftruéted, and divine
fervice performed with great piety and devotion ;
but the churches are poor, and not fo much
frequented as thofe of the Fathers of the Company.
Having afked the reafon of this difference, they
affigned two; the firft was, that part of their lands
have been given in command; and that the Encom-
menderoes are private perfons, whooften draw from
them as many Indians as they pleafe of both fexes,
to employ them in the cultivation of their own
eftates and farms. Thus, thefe Encommenderoes
not only take them from their pious exercifes,
and difable them from afliting at divine fegvice,

* but even leave them no time w til and fow their
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own grounds, or build their churches, Accord-
ingly, thefe towns grow thinner and thinner every
day, as great numbers of the inhabitants die in
the fervice of their Encommenderoes, The fecond
reafon was, that they are expofed to the incurfions
of the Payaguas, who murder or carry off a great

8 ay “ many
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“ many of thefe Indians. I thought it my duty to
‘“ give your Majefty thefe informations, that you
¢ may be gractoufly pleafed to apply to fo many evils
‘ the remedies your wifdom fhall judge propereft to
“ remave them.” , o
THe teftimony of a Bifhop, who had been an eye-
witoels of every thing he related, made fo much the
greater impreflion-on Philip V. as it perfectly tallied
with the informations his Madjefty received from other
quarters. [ have already taken potice, that his
Majefty direted, that this Prelate’s letter fhould be
printed along with his decree; and he gave the tame
orders in regard to two letters, which he addrefled,
one to the Provincial of the Jefuits in particular, and
the other to the fame Provincial and all his brethren
in geoeral. In the laft, his Majefty acknowledges
himfelf greatly obliged to them; congratulates them
on the happy iffue of this important affair ; exharts
them to continue their endeavours to maintain the
people under their care, in the pratice of the pureft
maxims of Chriftianity, and in the loyalty with which
they had always fo well ferved him. His Majefty
even fpeaks of thefe two letters, towards the clofe of
his deczee, in the following terms:
“ In fine, as it is ealy to fee by all the pieces
already "referred to, and by other ancient and
modern papers, which have been examined in my
¢ Couyncil with all the attention an affair of this
_¢¢ importance required, that [ have not, in any part
*“ of my Indian dominions, vaffals which better ac-
“ knowledge my fovereignty; the duties of the
¢ vaffalage due to me; and my Royal patronage ; or
“ among whom Civil and Ecclefiattical jurifdi&tion is
‘ better eftablifhed, as evidently appears by the con-
- ¢ tinual vifitations of their Bithops and Governors;
“* or who pay a blinder obedience t0 my orders,
¢ efpecially when they are called out to defend. the
¢ country,

13

(13
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« country, or upon any other fervice, fince, at the
« firft word, they immediately take up arms, angd run
¢« wherever they are bid, to the number of five or fix
« thoufand, I have refolved to addrefs a Schedule to
¢ the Provincial, to let him know, what pleafuce it
¢« gives me to fee the calumpies and impoftyres of
¢ Aldunate and Barua refuted by o many juftifica-
“ tions; to behold the great application of the com-
‘ pany to every thing that relates to the fervige of
“ God, and mine, and to the advantage of thefe poor
¢ Indians; and, at the. fame time, acquaint him with
“ my hapes, that he and his brethren will continue
“ to govern their Reductions with the fame zeal and
¢« fervous they have hitherto done; and to take the
¢« fame care of their Neophytes.”

WHaT, it is probable, greatly contributed to make
his Catholick Majefty do juftice to thefe Miflionaries
in (0 publi¢ and ample a manner, was, that there fcarce
arrived any fhip in the ports of Spain from thofe of
Rio de la Plata, at the time their enemies did nothing
but endeavour to prejudice his Majefty againft them,
that did not bring an account of fome new conqueft
made by them in the caufe of Religion, and of fome
new Martyrs beftowed by them on the Church. He
was particularly pleafed with the news of their having
formed the project, and even already Jaid the founda-
tions, of that new Chriftian Republick, of which the
Bifhop of Buenos Ayres him(elf makes fome mention
in the letter of his we have been reading, But, to do
juftice to the fubjedt, we muft refume our narrative
of what had happened in the different Provinees of
Paraguay, where we were obliged to interrupt it.

IT may, perhaps, appear furprifing, that the Chrif-
tian Republick of the Chiquites was not fo much as
mentioned i the informations of Don John Vafquez
d’Agucro, or the decrees of his Catholick Majefty.
The realon was, that this eftablithqent bad not as yet

. given
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given much employment to the Royal Council of the
Indies, as it lay too much out of the way to have any
great communication with the Spaniards, {o that the
Miflionaries, who had planted and afterwards culdi-
vated this new vineyard of the Lord, were not ex-
pofed to the perfecutions, which their brethren fuf-
fered in the other Provinces of Paraguay, as their
Neophytes ran no rifk of being given in commard.

AnoTHER realon, why Philip V. did not mentior
them in his decree, was, that the Chiquites had not as
yet been declared immediate vaffals of the Crown,
nor, of courfe, liable to pay any tribute; which,
however, did not prevent their enjoying, in confe-
quence of the ancient Schedules of the Catholick
Kings, all the privileges granted to the new Chrifti-
ans in general, whom the Jefuits fhould draw from
their favage retreats, and form into Redutions.
The Bifhops and Governors of Santa-Cruz de la Si-
erra, whofe jurifdiction they acknowledged, never
exerted their authority but to dproteét them againft
all artacks upon their liberty and property ; and when
fome lawlefs Spaniards attempted, as we have related,
to difturb this new eftablithment, the Viceroys of
Peru, and the Royal Audience of Charcas, inter-
pofed fo effeCtually, that no one ever fince ventured
to moleft them.

Tueir Miflionaries, however, knew full well,
that there were feveral perfons in the Province of
Santa-Cruz, who did not regard them with a better
eye, than their newly reclaimed and converted coun-
trymen were regarded in every other place; and an
event, which happened in 1740, confirmed them ia
their {ufpicion that they could not proceed with too
much circamfpection. They had, it feems, received
the preceding year, through the hands of Don Anthony
de Argomofa Zavallos, Governor of Santa Cruz, orders
from the Royal Augience of Las Charcas to fend fome

of
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of their Neophytes to difcover a fafe and convenient
road to Paraguay; and it appears, that thefe orders
were dictated by a defire to find cut what route might
be taken by the Portuguefe of Brazil, who, it was ful-
pe&ted, had fome thoughts of eftablithing a private
- trade with the Kingdom of Peru.
IN obedience to thefe orders, the Miflionaries fent
off one hundred Chiquites, who reached Paraguay
without meeting with any Portugueze. But, on their
return by another road to St. Raphael, the Redution
they fet out from, they fuddenly fell in with a pretty
_ confiderable number of horfemen of that nation,
followed by fome foldiers, and fome fervants a foot,
who conducted the fumpter horfes of the company.
The Portuguefe, at firft, were not a little ftunned at
the fight of fo many well armed Indians; but, having
foon difcovered, that they were fome of thofe lately
reclaimed and converted by the Jefuits, they thought
proper to exprefs great pleafure at the rencountre;
carefled them greatly ; and made them fome prefents.
The Neophytes, on their fide, prefented them with
the honey they had gathered in the woods; and (har-
ed with them the fruits of their fithing, fowling, and
hunting.

AMoNG the gentlemen of this company, there hap-
pened to be three who fpoke Spanith pretty well,
which gave Don Anthony Pineyro, who commanded

"it, an opportunity of entering into converfation with
the Chiquites, feveral of whom underftood the fame
language, concerning the motives of his journey,
He then told them, that they probably came from
fome Reduion; and, on their anfwering that they
came from that of St. Raphael, he begged them to
condu him to it, as he longed mightily, and was
even charged, to fee fome of the Miffionaries. The
Neophytes made no difficulty of complying with
his requeft, When they had got within two days

. ' Jjourney
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Journey of St. Raphael, Don Anthony wrote to Father
Mark Abendano, 'who governéd their Church wich
Father Jofeph Rodriguez, to give him notice of his
approach, As foon as Father Abendano received
this letter, he communicated it to Father Bartholomew
de Mora, Superior General of the Chiquite Miffions,
who ordered him to make much of the Portugueze,
till he himfelf thoutd arrive with Father John de
Carbanzes, who had been fent to vifit thefe Miffions
by the Provincial of the Jefuits of Paraguay.

Tue Portugueze arrived at St. Raphael the 18th
of Auguft 1740. Don Anthony Pineyro and his
Lieutenant were richly drefled; the other gentlemen
appeared as became men of quahty on a journey;
and their whole retinue made a very neat and decent
appea:ance, The Fathers entertained their guefts as
well as their poverty would allow them; and Don
Anthony put into their hands a very fine prefent,
which he was charged, he faid, to offer, by way of
alms, to the ‘firft houfe of the company he fhould
meet on his journey, in the name of a very rich gen-
tleman, the chief Proprietor of the Mines of Cuyaba.

He added, that this gentteman had a great deve-
tion to St. Francis Xavier, to whom he confecrated
this prefent; and that he contributed largely to the.
expence of folciting, at the Court of Rome, the
Beatification of Father Jofeph Anchieta, Apoitle of
Brazil. The Fathers, at firft, refufed to accept this
prefent; nor did they yield to Don Anthany’s in-
ttances, till he pofitively told them, that he would not
by any means take it back with him. He, and the
gentlemen who accompanied him, enlarged greatly on
the good education which the Jefuits gave their naw
Chniftians, the effe@ts of which they had experienced
in their rencountre with the Chiquites, formerly fo
favage and barbarous; on the harmony that pre-
vailed among them; and that univerfal and truly

Chyriftian
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‘Chriftian charity they pra&ifed towards all, wuhm\t
any diftinction of King or country.

Do~ ANTHONY then delivered the Miflionaries a
letter, which the Captain Major of Cuyaba had givén
him, for the Superior General of the Chiquit¢ Reduc-
tions, by which he acquainted him, that he had im-
“prifoned a Portugueze, who, having two years before
that met Father Caftanarez in an excurfion after fome
fugitive Indians belonging te St. Raptuel, had greatly
trefpaflfed againft the refpet due to him; adding,
that the fevereft ordems hid been publifhed all over
Brazil, to treat the Miflionaries of Paraguay with all
the refpe& and attention their chara@er and wmerit
entitled them to; to ufe their Neophytes well as often
as they met them; not to carry off any Indians, evén
fuch as were inﬁdels; becaufe in mrany places, whede
they might happen 1o be fold, theve Wwhas no one cd-
pable of inftructing them in the pvmevpl‘éb of our holy
Religion. -

Waex thefe complm!ehrs were over ; Don ‘Anmony
turned the difcourfe to the rotive of -his Jjoutiey,
which was to eftublith a trade betweeh Brazi} and
Peru; and he ‘undertook to convidee ithe Mifliona-
ries, by a long détail of the articles which the Porta-
gueze and Spaniards of thefe wwo kingdoms ftood in
need of, and might reciprocally fupply tach other with,
that both nations would find their sccovnt in it. He
infifted greatly on thofe, which ‘weuld more particu-
Jurly attend the Province of Santa-cruz de la Sierra,
in which the Chiquite Miffions were feated; and, to
make them fenfible of the facxhty with which this
projeét might be executed, one- of the Portugueze
Ofticers produced.a map uf the tolte-parfued by them
in their journey from Brazil, in which he had :laid
down all their eﬁabhfhrhems The Fathers were
greatly alarmed at the fight of it ; ahd moré o, atthe -

“account of the treafures they drcw from that part of
Paraguay,
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Paraguay, which the Spaniards had moft neglected.

I thall here give this route, which it is pretty furpri- =
fing any Portugueze (hould be (o ready to acquaint
Spaniards with. .

From Saint Paul of Piratiiningue they travelled by
land, to embark on the Nembis, or Anembi, by fol-
lowing the little rivers thac fall into it. Now, ac-
cording to the laft map of Paraguay, the Anembi
flows dire@tly into the Parana, whereas the Portugueze
Officer affured the Fathers, that it was only by fome
rivulets communicating between both, they entered
this laft., Be that as it will, they crofled the Parana
in order to afcend the Xguairi, which falls into the
Paraguay in conjunction with another river they called
Boterey.  After this, they remounted the Paraguay,
keeping in clofe to the weftern fhore of it, and leaving
.to their right the ruins of the City of Xerez, which,
of courfe, thould be placed much nearer to the river
Paraguay than the maps make it.

. .Tuen, leaving, to tgiir left, the lake Mamisore ; and,
a little higher, Rio Taguars, they foon reached the town
of Jefus of Guyaba, which lies but two days journey
North Eaft from the lake of the Xarayes. In two
days journey more to the Weft, they got to a great
mountain, called Morro de fan Geronymo, where there
are, likewife, gold mines aCtually working.  After
crofling the mountain, they embarked on the lake
of the Xarayes; and, after coafting it for fome time,
entered a great river, which flows into it from the
Weft. By this river, the name of which they did
not mention, and the Jefuits did not think proper to
afk them, for fear. of alarming them, they proceeded
to other Mines called Monie Groffa, where "there is a
town, confifting of about three huudred families. Don
- Anthopy Pineyro faid, that he was one of the firft
who had remounted _this river; that he met, on the
banks of it, a.fmal] Nation of Indians called Pariffus,

very
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very poor and wretched, and of a very diminutive fta-
ture. * Thefe are the Indians, faid he, who work in
* the mines with the Negroes and other flaves fent
¢ there from Brazil, with Miflionaries to inftruct the
 Pariffus and the Masnburez their neighbours, who are
‘ a very numerous natien.”  After this relation, the

. Portugueze told the Jefuits, that they had of late

made war, with good fuccefs, againft the Payaguas,
and that it would be entirely the fault of the Spaniards,
if the navigation of the Paraguay was not rendered
perfectly fa&, as, by acting in concert with the Por-
tugueze, they might ealily exterminate thefe robbers.
To all this the® Jefuits made no other anfwer, than
that the Court of Madrid was apprifed of the Portu-
gueze having, without any ceremony or form, taken
pofleflion of a confiderable tra of land belonging to
the Crown of Spain, which was refolvedito recover it
by force or by fajr means; and that s Catholick
Majefty. had ftri¢tly forbidden his fubjes, ia all the
Provinces within the jurifdiCtion of the Viceroy of
Peru, to .carry on a trade with Brazil. To the firft
of thefe points Don Anthony replied, that the Por-
tuguesze kept very exaltly within the line of demar-
cation ; that, however, though they loved peace, they
were not afraid of war, when they thought it juft;
and that, if any doubts ftill fubfifted concerning the
limits of the two empires in America, he made no
doubt, but that the councils of the two Kings would
amicably decide them. Asto the trade he had men-
tioned,” he allowed the goodnefs of his Catholick
Majefty’s reafons for prohibiting it; and owned, that
his Portugueze Majefty had, likewife, forbid it in

Brazil, L
Tue Superior General of the Chiquite Mifions did
not arrive,at St. Raphael, till the Portugueze had fet
out from it; when, Father Abéndano having made
faithful report of all that had happened, he tranf-
: mitted
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mitted it to the Governor-of Santa Cruz de la Sierra,
and to the Royal Audience of Charcas, declaring, that
be would make no ufe of the prefent left by the Pot-
togueze till he had received their orders.  The Royal
Audience referred the affair to the Viceroy; and, in
the mean time, wrote back to the Superior to reqactt -
and enjoin him to forbid the Miffionaries to let any
ftrangers enter their Redu@ions; or permit therr
Neophytes to have any communication with the Por-
tugueze; or even receive prefents from them, under
any denomination whatfoever.

FaTuer pe Mora found, that Father Abandano
had been before-hand with ‘thefe injunétions; for,
having heated that a detachment of Chiquites, whom
be had fent with the Portuguéze 1o bring them back
.to their toad, with orders 1o take good notice what
foute they toek, had accepted from Don Anthony Pi-
seyro, on Mis difmiffing them, a prefene of coats,
{hirts; and beaver hats, heicaufed the Indien who
commandéd them to be pumithed, and afl the things
théy Had teceived to be burne in the grear fquare,
teking care, however, t indemnify them for the lbfs
and . then acquaiiited the Governor of Sahta Cruz
with what he had done. A Spanifhr gentletitan, who
had been witnefs to the whole tran¥a&ion, confirined
his account; and the Governor ftope ¢he mouths of
certain perfons, who began ‘to:fpread a report, that
the Jeluits, to acknowledge the libtrality of the Pors
tugueze, had. mot enly f{upplied therh with males,
horfes, and provifions, for -their teturny but had, in
many refpects, loft fight of theit dury to his Majetty,
 the contemplation of their owa: private interet.

THe Governor went further ftill. He fentr an
account of ihe whole affair 1o the Royal Avdience of
Charcas; who did Fathier de Mova the Bonous 1o write
to him, to congrdtulate him aid all the Miffionaries
on the difcretion with which they had behaved on

this
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this occafion. The Viceroy exprefled equal fatisfac- -
tion at their condu¢t. However, e defired to have
the prefent, which Father Abendano had received;
and 1t was immédiately fent him.  After all, it is very
probable, that it was on occafion of this event, that
Father Rico, at that time Agent General of the
Indies for his company in Spain, petitioned the King,
not to delay any longer purting the Chriftian Chi-
quites upon the fame footing with the Guaranis.’
Philip V. in compliance with his requeft, gave or-
ders, in 1745, for making out a Royal Schedule ad-
drefled to Don Francis Xavier Palacios, Oydor of
the Royal Audience of Charcas, containing a fpecial
commiffion to receive the Chiquites in quality of
immediate vaffals of the crown, according to the
inftructions that were at the fame time delivered to
him. B '

Tus Commifliry fet out, as foon as he had receiv-
ed his difpatcha® - He was as yet but very fuperfi-
cially acquainted with thefe Miffions ; but he received,
on the road to them, a letter from his friend Don
Jofeph Pardo de Figueroa, Marquis del Valle Um-
‘brofo, who gave him all the information he could de- -

‘fire to execute his commiffion. No one could be
better acquainted with Spanith America than this
Nobleman, who was born at Lima; had vifited all the
provinces within the jurildi@ion of Peru; and ferved
with great diftin¢tion in New Spain. He has been
fince feen in Europe, exprefling himfelf in every lan-
guage with as much facility as if his own ; appearing
every where ar home; and fpeaking of all {ubjeéts
like a man perfetly verfed in all the tciences, This
is the idea the learned- Father Feijoo, a BenediGtine
Mouk, gives of him in feveral parts of his works,
efpecially in the fourth volume ot his Critical Thea-
tre. Father Vaniere, who had feen him in France, has
likewife made a beautiful panegyrick on him in the

Vou. II. - B b . fixth
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fixth chapter of his FPredium Ruflicum. WNow, the
following 1s the letter of this great man to Don Fran-
cis Xavier Palacio$ concerning his commiffion :

“ I suarL think myfelf extremely happy in your
“ Lordfhip’s meeting with all the fuccefs you can
¢ defire in the affair you are going about to the Chi-
¢ quites; but I cannot conceive a more difficult tafk,
¢ than that of taking fuch a lift of thefe pew Chrifti-
‘“ ans, as may ferve to regulate, exactly, the tribute
“ that is to be impoled vpon them. 1know their
“ country well enough to be able to ailure you,
‘ that, as-often as foutherly winds reign there; they
“ bring with them epidemical diforders, which are
¢« conftantly followed by a great mortality ; fo that
* the Reduttions, inftead of growing every year more
“ and more populous, are often in danger of becom-
* ing much thinner. After all, Sir, you will be
¢ -greatly pleafed to” meet with Chriftians perfectly
¢ well inftruted in their religion, pnd all the duties
“ of a civil life; but you will, above all, be furprized
¢ at their fkill in all the mechanical arts, and the
¢ dexterity with which they go through their military
. % exercifes. You will be equally charmed with their
“ mufick, every part of which they execute to the
« greateft perfeCtion. They play very well on all
“ manner of inftruments; and their ballets would
¢ pleafe even in France and Italy. It muft, indeed,
“ be owned, that the Fathers of the Company are
¢« the only men in America, who know how. to ope-
* rate fuch wonderful changes. You will meet with
¢ a charming people; with a divine worfhip in all
¢ its fplendor; with. true Chriftians animated by all
“ the zeal of the primitive Church.

“ Tuese are, Sir, the riches, which thefe Apofto-
¢ lical men come in quett of to the new worid; and
*“ in which their empire in Paraguay confifts. It is
“ only by immenfe labours, that they have thus ac-

“ quired
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“ quired-children to the Church, and fubjecs to the’
*¢ King, in men, who, before they fell into their hands,
*“ refembled wild beafts more than human beings;
* that they have formed them inro a Republick, over
‘ which Religion and reafon have an abfolute {way,
** and which, every day, peoples Heaven with Saints,
*¢ [ cainot too earneftly befeech your Lordfhip. to
¢ fhew thefe Miflionaries all the kindnefs in your’
¢ power: and 1 am thoroughly fatisfied, that they -
¢ will ‘propofe nothing to yeu, which is not for the
“ greater glory of God, aceording to ‘the Spirit of
* their Holy Inftitute.”
. The Oydor, on his arrival at Saint Francis Xavier,
the firft of the Redu&ions he reached, and the oldeft
of them all, found there, before him, Father Stephen
Palozzi, Superior General of thefe Miffions, and Fa-
ther Dlego Paul de Contreras, who were come there
purpofely to receive him, and wait upon him where-
~ ever he went. He was charmed with the reception
they gave him; and they, with his polite behaviour to
them. With fuch reciprocal difpofitions, it was im-
poffible his commiffion fhould not have a happy iffue.
The Chiquites thought themfelves very happy, that
his Catholick Majefty fhould be gracionfly pleafed to
fecure their liberty by admitting them among the
number of his immediate vaffals; and they chearfully
fubmitted to pay him the fame tribute wnth the
Guarani Indians,

Bbo BOOKX.
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B O O K XIV.

Indians of Chaco, again refraflory; and again, feverely
. chaflized, particularly by Chriffian Zamucos. Stngu
lar event among the latter.  Succefsfal miffim made by
the Fefuits . in the Spanifb towns of Tucuman. Frefb .
bofiihities commutted by the Abipones; terminated by a
peace, which the Fefusts improve to the converting of
them. Tobas, again troublefome ; rougbly bandled, and
effectually refirained.  Matraguayos and Mocouts fub-
dued. Great difinterefiednefs of Don Francis de Bareda,
Commander againft the latter.  Abipones attack Cor-
duba ; after doing a great deal of mifchief, forced to
retreat.  Umiverfal dearth in all the Parana and
Uruguay Reductions ; effeclually remedied by their pa/-
tors. Fugitive Tobatines found out, and formed into
a Redutlion. A Redultion founded amongft the Guenoas ;
" and anotber, by fecular priefls, among the Vilelas.
Feluits turn their thoughts towards ibe Magellanic
Regions. General defcription of ibe country and its
inbabitants. No Giants, mow or formerly, amomgf
them. A great number of them formed into a Reduc-
tion, under the name of the Conception, almoff oppofite
Monte Video, at the requef of four of their Chiefs:
Joon civilized to a moff extraordinary degree.  Some
other Magellanifts, beaded by a Cacique, [furnamed
Bravo by the Spaniards, furprize the Spanifb town,
called the Magdalen, put two bundred of the inbabi-
tants to the fword; and, after pillaging the place, carry
" a much greater number into flavery; approach tbe Con-
ception; but retreat om finding themfelves expelted.
Spaniards of Buenos Ayres treat fome of the Conception
Indians as guilty of a defign upon them ; made fenfible of °
1 their
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their mflake.  Expedition againfi the Cacique Brivo;
terminates, without blood-fbed, tn a ceffation of « ms,
an exchange of prifoners, and a treaty of peace. Royal
decree in favour of the efiablifoments formed by the
Jefuits in tbe Magellanic Regions. Conception, in the
moft flourifbing condition, on the point of being defiroyed
by the clandefiine imirodullion of [pirits; removed to a
more bealthy fpot. Magellanic coaft mnutely furveyed
by exprefs orders of the Spamfb Court ; found uninba-
bited and uninbabitable. More Magellanifis apply for,
and obtain, Fefuits to infrul them.  Redution of
the Conception broke up. New war between ihe Spa-
niards and Magellamifis. Liopes of propagating, or
cven maintaining, the gofpel among the latter, vanifbed.
New orders from Spain concerning the Reductions likely
to prove fatal to them. Conclufion.

1740°, URING thefe tranfaltions amongft
1745 . the Chiquites, the Indians of Chaco had
renewed their hoftilities and depredations in the Pro-
vince of Tucuman, and commiited greater cruelties,
‘than could be expected even from Barbarians, Don
John de Montifo and Molcofo, Governor of the Pro-
vince, made an effort to check them in the year 1741.
-For this purpofe, he entered their country with fupe-
rjor forces; beat them in feveral rencountres; made
a great number of them prifoners; delivered all the
Spaniards they had made flaves of ; retook every
thing they bad carried off from the plantations;
and f{pread, a great way into Chaco, the terror of the
Spanifh arms, The Tobas were the firft to call out
for. peace, and offered to engage the Mocovis to fub-
.mit to fuch terms, as the Governor might think pro-
.per to prefcribe.,

"Y'HE Governor, upon this, fent word to the depu-
ties to go and wait his anfwer in a fort which he
nameéd to them; and not. prefume to ftir from i,
without an order in writing from the Commanding

) Bbj . Officer.
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Officer.  This they readily complied with; and,
when:the Spaniards catne to treat with them, prom\f-
£d every thing; but they foon after broke all their pro-
mifes. - What, at this time, chiefly contributed to
render them ua&ablc, was a pretty fmart blow given
them by the Zamucos. One of their divitions,
‘confifting partly of horfe, had approached, in the
night time, the Reduion of St. Ignatius, whofe in-
habmnts dld not in the leaft dream of any fuch vifit.
But, very providentially, they were that very day to
celebrate the feftival of St. Jofeph ; and all thofe, who
worked in the fields, were returned in the gvening
about fun fet. The Tobas, who expe@ed to meet
‘but few men in it, marched up to it by night; and at
day break, Juft as they were on the point of entering
it, fet up a great thout.  This gave the Zamucos not
only timely notice to run to their arms, but likewife
f)!)rm themfelves, and march in good order againft
men, who were furprifed themfelves, becaufe they
thought they had furprifed others. Accordingly, they
- broke and difperfed on the firft artack, .throwing
away their arms and every thing elfe that could re-
tard their flight. The Zamucos purfued them brifkly;
and would haye Killed or taken them all, were it not
for two fquadrons of Tobas that for med o prote&
them The Zamucos, however; charged one of
thele’ f'quadmns with fo much bravery, that it was
obliged 10 throw itflf into"a very thick and buthy
‘wood, where it was 1mpoﬂiblc for xhe Zamucos to

follow it.
Tuls vitory, which coﬁ thc Zamucos butone
oman and three horfes, was, .beﬁdes the m#king of
a great many prifoners in the purfuir, attended with
{ome other advamaves It not only taught the Za-
mucos not to fear an enemy, ‘which hitherto had ap-
peared very formiidable to them “but likewife made
'tbc Tobas lay afide ali (hoxl,ght&“of moleﬂmg 4 na-
s txon
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tion, whofe converfion to chriftianity had changed
their ferocity into a prudent and well-regulated cou-
rage; and which, of courfe, they could no longer ex-
pect to be able to furprife. However, the Fathers
Chomé and Coatreras, who governed this church,
took advantage of the danger, to which their Neo-
phytes had been expofed, to prevail on them to en-
clofe their towns with good walls of earth, with port
holes at proper diftances, that they might be able to
fire on an énemy without expcfing themfelves.

.But they had fcarce fecured themfclives effeCually
~ from the common enemy, when a civil war had like
to have broke out amongft themfelves. . The Uru-
ganos, one of the four Zamuco tribes, of which the
Reduction of St. Ignatius was compofed, and the
laft added to it, had been for a long time mortal
enemies to the reft; and, thaugh the antipathy be-
tween them appeared to be enurely fubdued, it fud-.
‘denly and unexpeCtedly broke out again foon after
the departure of the Miffionary, who had reconciled
and united them, However, both parties retained
{o uncommon a degree of temper, that, to avoid com-
ing to, extremities, they refolved to (eparate without
faying any thing of it to their paftors; fo that, each
having raken a different road, .the Reduction fudderly
was without inhabitants.  On the firft advice, which
the Vifitor of the Chiquite Miflions received of this
fingular event, he ordered Father de Contreras to-
come to him at St. John Baprift, in hopes that the
greateft part of the Zamacos, who were greatly at-
~ tached to that Miffionary, would, on hearing he was
in that town, immediately haften to it, to live under .
his direGion.

It bappened accordingly ; for the Miflionary was
fcarce arrived at St. John Baptift, when the three
firft tribes of the Zamucos flocked to him. He re-
ceived them with open arms; and, as they declared,

© Bbyg that
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that they could never prevail on themfelves to re-
turn to St, Ignatius, where the lands, they faid, were
not adapted to fupply all their wants, he informed
the Vifitor of it; who hearing at the fame time, that
the Uruganos, were of the fame way of thinking,
immediately refulved to leave the three tribes, for
fome time, at St. John Baptift, and draw from this
Redution a part of its inhabitants, and unite them
with the Uruganos, in order to form them into a new
one. This contrivance having given univerfal fatif-
faltion, a very advantageous tpot was chofen for the
new Redution, which was cailed St. Ignatius ; ‘and
every one repaired to his deftination with fo much
pleafure, that good harmony and order fpeedily re-
turned. :

"TucuMAN now enjoyed a tolerable degree of peace
and tranquillity, in confequence of the late expedition
of its Governor; and the Jefuits hoped more than
éver to be able to force the obftacles, that had hither-
to impeded the eftablifhment of the Gofpel in Chaca.
‘Though the dread.of flavery, on one hand; and,
- on the other, the bad example, which the Spaniards

often gave the Barbarians of that country, had hi-
therto fruftrated all their attempts, they fill €xpect-
ed that by their perfeverance the feed of God’s word
might at laft be made to take in a ground drenched
with the blood of their brethren, and watered with
_their own {weat. The manner, in which fome of thefe
people were treated after they had been firft humbled,
‘was another thing that encreafed their hopes, as it
might ferve to convince thefe Barbarians, .that no.de-
figns upon their hberty lurked under the invitations
given them to embrace the Gofpel. The bad exam-
ple, therefore, of the old Chriftians being now the
chief obftacle to their fuccefs; in order to remove it,
they made miffions and gave retreats in all the Spanifh
towns; and their endeavours were crowned with all
the fuccefs they expected from them. They, after-

oo wards,
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wards, vifited all the lefler fettlements in the coun-
try; and then went in queft of the Spaniards to the
" very mountains, where (everal had fettled, probably
to be more at liberty to give a full career to their
paflions. God gave fuch a plentiful blefling to thefe
their labours, that the whole Province, in a fhort
time, put on another afpe&. Libertinifm entirely
vanifhed ; ill-got goods were reftored, or applied to
charitable ufes; fcandals were repaired by publick
penances ; and frequent exercifes of piety, and con-
- ftant attendance fpon Divine Service, fucceeded to
profane revelry and grofs debauchery. .

. Tue Province of La Plata was very far from en-
joying the fame tranquillity with that of Tucuman.
The fame Abipones, who had reduced the: city of
Santafé to the terrible diftrefs defcribed by the Bifhop
of Buenos Ayres in his letter to his Catholick Ma-
Jefty, had been for a longer time threatening that of
Corrientes with a much heavier blow. Some advan-~
tages, which the garrifon of this place had gainéd
over thefe Barbarians, made the inhabitants hope,
they would now at leaft give over all thoughts of mo-

- lefting them ; but fuch loffes, it feems, were not fuf-
ficient to humble an enemy like this. The Abipones
judged better of the Spaniards, than the Spaniards

* judged of them. They difappeared for a time; and,
when they imagined they had by that means fuffici-
ently lulled the inhabitants of Corrientes, they re-
turned fuddenly within three leagues of that place,
before the inhabitants fufpeted any thing of their
approach; and, on their arrival at the firft plantations,
murdered twenty {ix perfons, and carried off a greater
number of prifoners of all ages and both fexes.

A few days after, they made their appearance on
another fide of the country; killed and carried off a
ftill greater numiber of Spaniards; and retired without
being purfued. Upon this, fo great and general a

, confter-
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‘confternation feized the town and its environs, that
the inhabitants let flip a fine opportunity of reveng-
ing themlelves. Thofe, who lived in the country,
had now no refource left but in the neighbouring Re-
ductions, to which they fled not only for fhelter but
fubfiftence. The town itlelf muft have at laft fallen
into the hands of the Barbarians, had they not fud-
denly fet out for their villages, to fecure their prifo-
ners and their plunder, and get drunk at the expence
of the Spaniards. ,

I have already taken notice, that thefe Barbarians -
had concluded a peace with the inhabitants of Santafé ;
burt, neverthelefs, continued their depredations, on
pretence that they were only bound not to kill any
one. The Governor of the Province, defirous to-
obtain the fame terms, if he conld get no better, for
the town and territory of Corrientes, charged the
King’s Lieutenant, Don Francis de Vera Muzica, to
enter into a negotiation with them. Don Francis
began by reprefenting to thém, that, after concluding
a peace with the Governor of the Province, it was no
longer lawful for them to attick a_town of his Go-
vernment, as.every part of it thould have the benefit
of the treaty. He, then, told them, that, if they did
not give over molefting the inhabitants of Corrientes,,
he fhould be obliged to unite all his forces to bring
them to reafon, and that they would repent, when 1t
was too late, their having obliged him to it.

Tue Barbarians liftened to thefe threats and re-
_monftrances with a good deal of indifference, and
departed without coming to any conclufion. A fhort
time after, however, fome of their Caciques ex-
prefled a defire of living upon-good terins with the
Spaniards ; fome Mocovis, who, in 1730, had taken
refuge among the Abipones during the expedition of
Don Stephen de Urizar, and now in a manner form-
ed but one people with them, having even aflifted
‘ : them
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them in all their wars, brought over the reft.  After
the peace had been concluded for the town of Santaf€,
the inHabitants were not a little furprized to fee the
Mocovis flock to it in crowds; and even bring their
wives and children with them. Curiofity having led
them; and their example, fome of the Abipones; to
the Jefuits College, the Fathers of it received both in
‘a véry friendly manner, and took advantage of the
goced humour it put them into, and their furprize and
pleafure at every thing new they ‘faw, elpecially the

manner in which Divide fervice was celebrated, to.
make them hear reafon concérning their depredations

in the territories of Santaf€, and their hoftilities againft

the town of Corrientes.

: THurs attempt having had the wifhed-for fuccefs;

the Fathers improved it to infpire them with a liking

to the Chriftian Religion, and found it much eafier

than they expe&ted. Their firft conqueft was a Ca-

cique called Anacaigui, who had no fooner furren-

dered himfelf than he waited on Don Francis Xavier

‘Echaqué, who then commanded in the place, and

feemed to be animated with all the apoftolical fpirit

of the Saint, whofe name he bore. The Cacigue

told him, that, -if he-would grant him a Father of
‘the Company, 4nd a fpot of ground fufficient for the

fupport of a Reduction, he would collett all thofe of
his nation, who depended on him.  'Don Francis re-

‘ceived him in the moft affectionate manner; affigned

‘him lands in the neighbourhood of the place, where

Santafé firft ftood ; and obtained a promife of the Pro-
vincial’s hearty-concurrence, as foon as the Governor

of the Province fhould approve of this new eftablith-

ment.

To obtain this approbation, Don- Francis imme-
diately difpatched a proper leuter 1o the Governor, in
conjunétion with the magiftrates of the city; and the

o o ' C Gover-
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Governor not oaly approved what had been done
alrcady, but exhorted Don Francis to lofe no time
in fetting about fo pious and ufeful @ work, and (pare
no expence to give it- a folid foundation, as all the
mouey he might want on the occafion thould be made
good to him out of the Royal Treafury. Upon this,
Don Francis immediately fent off an exprefs to the
. Provincial, to put him in mind of his promife; and,
though this Father did not think proper to appomt
a Midionary, till he fhould be fatisfied that the Re-
dudtion in’ queftion would be allowed the fame pri-
vilege with that enjoyed by the Guaranis;. namely
that of not being given in cowmmand; yet, as he

made no doubt of the Governor’s having both autho-
rity and goodwill enough to grant it, he immediately
chofe among the many Religious, who offered them-
felves for that purpofe, Father Francis Burgheg,
whom he had a little before that appointed Profeffor
‘of Divinity in the univerfity of Corduba. Qne of .
the Provincial’s reafons for prcfemng Father Burghez
to feveral others was, that they were oo .0ld ta Jearn
a language, the principles of which no one had as yet
endeavoured to lay down.

Te Mocovis no fooner heard.of the ‘arrival of the
pattor appointed to govern them, than all thofe, who
had. formed a refolution to embrace the Chriftian
Religion, flocked to the College, to exprefs their joy
at it, and promife a puntual obedience to all his com-
‘mands At firft, be could onlgy fpeak to them by an
interpreter; but he applied himfelf fo dlhgemly to
the {tndy of their language, that ina fhort time he was
able.to.make them underftand him., They were all
by this fixed and houfed in the Reduéhon, which was
called after St Erancis Xavier; and.Father Michel de
Zca came there foon after to afiift Father Burghez.
The profelytes met very afliduoufly to hear the in-
&méhons of the Miffionaries, who were {oon obliged

to
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to yield to the intreaties of the Cacique and feveral
others, and admit them to Baptifm. It appearing
foon after, that the bad example of the Spaniards at
Santafé contributed not only to hinder any of thofe. -
who ftill held out from embracing the Chriftian
Religion, but might likewife prove detrimental to
thofe who had already (urrendered, a refolution was
taken to remove the Redution to a greater diftance
from that City, and place it on the banks of the river.
. This refolution was no fooner made known, than not
only fuch of the Mu:ovis as had hitherto exprefled
the greateft averfion to the Chriftian religion, but
even a great number of Abipones, declared, that, in
“cafe it came to be put in execution, they would follow
the Chriftians. Nay a Cacique of the Abipones
affured the Miffionaries, that he would bring all his
fubjects to them. He even engaged another Cacique
of his nation, a man in great credit, to promife to
accompany him with all thofe, over whom he had any
authority ; and all were as good as their word.
T ne Mataguayos, about this time, behaved in quite
a different manner. One of their Caciques having
come to Salta, and requefted the Governor to fend
home with him a Father of the Company to inftru&t
him and his countrymen in the Chriftian Religion,
Father Caftanares immediately offered himfelf for
that purpofe, though he ftill laboured under the re-
licks of a moft cruel and inveterate diforder, of which
and the caufe of it, it may not be improper to give
fome account. Some years before, he had been or-
dered by his fuperiors to make an excurfion in queft
of that grand obje&, an eafy and fafe communication
between the Provinces of Tucuman and Paraguay ;
and, on his return home, for want of. meeting with
any elementary water that was potable, was forced
to put up with what he found in a kind of water-
melon, called by the people of the country, Obocura.
' Bue
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But, as he, and fome Neophytes who accompanied
him in this expedition, did not know that the Indians,
who ufed this fruit, always took a little'pimento after
- it, to correct its extreme crudity and colduoefs, they
fell into a diforder, of which one of them foon died.

As to Father Caftanarez, though he furvived, he.

fuffered, - trom time to time, fuch cruel pains, that on
their fmzmg him he ufed to fall on the grouad, and
roll about it like a man who had loft his fenfes by the
bite of fome venomous animal. Nor had he the con-

folation to know, that the httle river 2ababory, to *

which he pcnetrated fell into the Paraguay, as has
been fince difcovered.

FaTHer CasTAaNAREZ and his company were to-
lerably well reccived in the firft town of the Mata-
guayos they came to ; however, it was not long before
e had a prefenument of what was to happen. He,
therefore, exhorted a rich but devout Spaniard, called
Francis Azoca, who had been his penitent for fome
time, and had followed him in this fpiritual expedi-
tion, to expiate, as he faid himfelf, the fins of his
youth, to make the beft of his way home. But
Azoca protefted he would live and die with him.
The Neophytes, however, who accompanied the Fa-
ther, prevailed upon him to remain where he was, till
he faw more of the Cacique that had invited him,
But all thefe precautions proved uféle(s. A few days
after, the Cacique finding that the Father and Azoca
were alone, the Neophytes being gone into.a neigh-
bouring wood to cut wood for a chapel, fell upon
them fo fuddenly with his Indians, as fcarce to leave
them time to make God an offering of their lives.
The treacherous Cacique difpatched the Father with
his own hands, while Azoca expired by thofe of
the other Indians.

Bur, though the Mataguayos were treacherous
cnough to behavc in this manner, they had not cou-

rage

» e
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rage enough to declare themfelves openly. The
Tobas and fome of their neighbours were the firft 1o
make frefh incurfions into Tucuman.  But the Camp
mafter Don Felix Arias, Governor of the Province,
and the King’s Lieutenant, Don Fraacis de Barreda,
foon put a ftop to their progrefs. They both entered
Chaco ; the firft, with two hundred and eighty men of
the militia of Salta and Jujuy ; and, between the months * *
of May 1745 and July 1746, cleared all the fron-
tiers ; made upwards of one hundred and fifty prifo-
ners ; and erected feveral forts to cover thefe two places.
In a word, his endeavours to fecure the Province againft .
future infults fucceeded fo well, that women and chil-
dren could now. walk alone, where, before, the beft
armed men were afraid to thew themlelves.

 ON his return to Salta, he was greatly furpriged to
mect with one hundred and fifty "Maraguayos, who
were coming to offer their fervice to him, and aflure -
him they detefted Gallinazzo’s perfidy. To this he
anfwered, that he was refolved to make another in- -
curfion into Chaco as foon as the weather would per-
mit ; and, if they perfifted in the fentiments they now
exprefled, they might then come and join him there.
They promifed they would, and kept their promife.
He penetrated a great way into the country, and they
ferved him well. Upon this, not only the whole
nation made peace with the Spaniards, ‘and declared
themfelves againtt all their enemies; but, on Father
Pons’s going foon after to vifit them, received him
with the greateft demonftrations of friendfhip and joy.
They all conjured him to take upon him the care of
their fouls, and promifed to liften to him with the
moft perfe&t docility. . '

THe King’s Lieutenant, Don Francis de Bareda,
met with equal fuccefs. He marched againft the
Mocovis, who had renewed their inroads and depre-
dations; killed a great number of them; took a

great
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great many prifoners ; refcued a lady of Salta, whom
they were carrying off with a Mulato fervant into
flavery : retook all the plunder they had; and
crowned fo glorious a campaign by an a& of difinte-
reftednefs and generofity, which did him the greateft
honour. He diftributed among his men, who con-
fifted chiefly of country people, all the plunder he
could difpofe of, without keeping any part of it for
“himfelf. - '
THe city of Corduba, already confidered as the
capital of' Tucuman, was very far from enjoying the
fame tranquillity with Salta and Juguy. A party of
Abipones, commanded by a Cacique, who had taken
the name Bemavidez, penetrated to the very gates of
it, and renewed all the horrors fo often experienced
by the other diftricts of this Province. Benavidez
_ even ventured to attack, in the year 1746, with cigh-
teen men only, a convoy of waggons coming from
Buenos Ayres; but a Spanifh Gentleman, called Jo-
feph Galerza, and Brother John Angel de Amilaga,
Agent to the College of St. Michael, faved all the
men who conduted it, by their prudence and bravery,
except a flave belonging to the firft, whom the Bar-
barians carried off, and a young Spaniard who died a
few days after of his wounds. A fecond party of the
fame Indians furprized and carried off another convoy
on its way from Corduba to Santafé, pretty near Rio
Tercero; and killed eight and twenty Spaniards ;
amongft whom was Father de Santiago Herrero, who
had jutt finithed his ftudies at Corduba, and was going
to inure himfelf to apoftolical labours in the Guarani
Miffions ; his body was not found till fome time after;
when it was buried on the banks of the River. At
lerigth, however, fo many Spaniards took the field,
that the Barbarians were glad to retire, though not
till they had done mifchief enough in the diftri& of
o Corduba .
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(‘i‘ordova to make the inhabitants of it long remember
them. .

During thefe tranfaétions in Tucuman, the Para-
na and Uruguay Redugtions fell a prey to another
kind of enemy, againft which ftrength can do no-
thing, and courage avails but very little.  This was
hunger, with, all the evils that ufually attend it
The Miffionaries were more than once on the point
of teeing this hitherto fo fourifhing a Church de-
ftroyed or difpeifed. In 1745, frofts, fuch as had not
been in the memory of man, and fhowers of hail
equally unufual, followed by a deluge of locufts,
deftroyed every thing that had been committed to the
earth; and then a drought, aliogether as extraordi-
nary, in all the fouthern parts, which had fuffered
lefs by the froft, hail and locufts, reduced them to the
fame fituation; fo that the earth this year produced
no crops of any kind.

Bu, if this was the rudeft tryal to which the virtue
of thefe new Chriftians had ever been put, it was like-
wife that, in which their faith and confidence in God,
and their refignation to- his divine will, thone forth
with greateft luftre. Their paftors, however, faw
very well, that, unlefs expedients could be found
to procure them fubfiftence of fome kind or another,
they muft unavoidably difperfe, and ramble to a great
diftance to look for it themfelves; and thereby, for
want of caltivating and fowing their lands, render the
evil incurable. They, therefore, undertook, with no
other funds but thofe of Providence, to fupply the
wants of all; and God gave a blefling to their endea-
.vours, Not one of their flock could complain of his
wanting the neceffaries of life. What s more fur-
prizing, the Neophytes of this Province, who, at the
clofe of the year 1744, amounted to no more than
eighty four thoufand and forty fix fouls, amounted,

Vou. IL Cc , at
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at the clofe of the following year, 10 clghty feven
thoufand two hundred:and forty.

'Gop was pleafed to crown the joy of the Miflio-
naries at this providential delivery, by the difcovery
of the fugitive Tobatines, in queft of whom they had
been. fome years paft ranfacking, with infinite labour
and ‘fatigue, all the woods and mountaips of the coun-
try, without being able to meet with the leaft track
of them. An Indien, who had likewife deferted from
Our Lady of Samte~Fo:, after rambling about for a
long time without well knowing which way he went,
found himfelf one day in the midft of them. They
had, it feems, fettled.in a place, which afforded them
abundance of all manner of grain and -pulfe, the
food -they moft delighted in. Though they re-
ceived him very kindly, he was fo much concerned
_ at the ftep he had.taken, that, not doubting but the
news of fuch a fortunate dnfcovery would facilitate
his pardon, he 1mmed1atcly rcturned to his Redu&ion
to give an accountof it. Upon this,  Father Lazarus
Garcia, who governed that Church, immediately
difpatched fome Indians to enquire into the truth of .
his report. The Tobatines not only received- thefe
Indians with great kindnefs, but requefted them to
engage fome Fathers to come, and take charge of :
them again in the place where they now refided ;
faying, that they fhould never be able to prevail-on -
themfelves to remave to any other.

‘Uron this, Father de Yegros; who had faugncd
moft in looking out for them, and Father Planez, fct
out for their Village. = But, before they.could arrive
there, thefe Indians, who had lately had a bloody war -
to maintain with the Spaniards, .rather than be amy
longer expofed to the atiacks of fuch troublefome
neighbours, fet fire to their cabins, and retired to
the centre of the foreft, where,.though they wanted
for every thing, they began to fear, -as'a much worfe

I : evily
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evil, left the Miffionaries would endeavaur to -bring
them back to Our Lady of Sainte-Foi. But the Fa-
thers foon quieted their fears, by fending back two
Guaranis, they had taken along with them, for provi-
fious for the Tobatines, and all the neceffaries requi-
fite to lodge themfelves and build a Church. The
Cacique of the Tobatines, who had deferted from’
Sainte-Foi, joined them, after recommending to his
wife and children, and two other families, who could
_not be prevailed upon to defert with him, to come
and join him there. The new Reduction compofed
of thefe Indians was called St. Foachim de Taruma.

Two Redu&tions more were formed, at the fame
time, in different parts of the country; one, by the
Fathers of the Company, among the Guenoas, 2 na-
tion fettled to the eaft of the Uruguay Reductions, -
from which they are feparated by immenfe forefts;’
the other, by the fecular clergy, among the peaceable
Vilelas. But thefe eftablifhments were attended with
no other trouble, than that of affluring the Guenoas,
that they fhould not be obliged to remove from their
country, but live: where they might always have
the wqods between them and the Guaranis; and that
of providing funds for removing the Vilelas' from
among the infidels, with whom they were furround-
ed on all fides. The light of the gofpel began like-
wife to penetrate intp Tucuman on the fide of Cha-
co. The Lulles were returned to their primitive fer-
vour, -and had been lately reinforced by a cunfider-
able number of  Jffinez, a peaceable, but wandering
people. o ,

THE nations, which now principally engag- 1740
ed the attention of the Jefuits of Paraguay, - 1747
were thofe inhabiting that tra& of land called S~
Terra Magellanica. It is only within thefe thirty
years, that any of them have been diftinétly known,

Cca except
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except the Pampas, a people perpetually roving about
in plains extending from Buenos Ayres to the town
of Mendofa in the province of Chili, without-the
leaft rifing ground to bound the fight, or check the
impetuofity of thofe winds called by the Spaniards
Vientos Pamperos, which often cxcite the moft furious
ftorms on the Rio de la Plata.  A'letter from Father
Manuel Garcia, a Jefuir, dated the 7th of June 1746,
gives fome general account of the other natiors, and
made me hope for more particulars concerning: them.
But if 2ny are come, I havei rot as yet fe¢n them.
Howevcr, I can (ay enough of them from Father Gar-
cia’s letter, to fhew, that the geographers are all mif
taken in their ideas of this country and s inhabitants.
"AccorDING to this Miffionary, all* thofe called
Pampas are not of the fame origin, theugh they are
" all defcerded from the inhabitants of that part of the
Cordilliera, which they call Serramos. They are even’
divided into two tribes, under the diftin& names of
Puelches and Tuelches. The latter are known at Bue-
-nos' Ayres by the name of Pampas Magdalenifias,
becaufe, in a time of famine, they fpread themfelves
round a fmall Spanifh town called the Magdalen;
and the former, by the name of Pampas Matanceros,
becaufe, at the fame time, and for the fame reafon,
they drew near the town of Matanca, which is like-
wife fituated at no grear diftance from Buenes Ayres.
Some of the Tuelches inhabit mountains, in the
neighbourhood of which there is a- volcano, and are
for that reafon called Highland Tuelches. The reft
live orr the banks of the Rio de los Sauces, or river of
Sallses, which runs Eaft and Weftt ; and, after dividing
into two branches, empties itfelf into the Magellanic -
fea. As to the moft fouthern part of this continent,
it is inhabited by two other nations or tribes; one
called Aucais; the other, Pegyenchés or Pebuenchés. The
firlt are fettled in the latitude of Baldivia, a town of
. ' Chili;
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Chili; the fecond extend, in little-clufters, from a fmall
~ way North of Baldivia to the ftreights of Magellan.
This divifion feems to leave no room for the Patggons.
Befides, it is certain, that, among the natons | have
mentioned, there has not-as yet been feen fo much as
fingle man, of that gigantick ftature, and moaftrous
. figure, under which the Patagons have been repre-
fented, though no pains were omitted to find them
out on occafion of the enterprize I thall prefemly
fpeak of; nor has there even been found fo much as
a fkeleton, to countenance the opinion of this cauntry
having ever been inhabited by giants. -

THue language of the Pampas is not the fame with
that of the Magellanifts, who live farther South.
Even the dialeéts derived refpetively from that of
the Pampas and the other Magellanifts have their
peculiar difficulties. They all, however, underftand
each other tolerably well, having invented a common
language, in which they make ufe of figns eftabhfhed
by common confent, as is practifed by feveral other
favages of America. They are, like the reft of the
South American Indians, light, inconftant, and irrefo-
lute; but furpafs moft of them in arrogance and pre-
fumption, though there is not, perhaps, in the whole
world, a people who live more wretchedly 5 efpecially .
the Highland Tuelches, who, notwithftanding, don’t
think themfelves inferior to any people on the face
of the earth, not even the Spaniards, though they
bave fo much opportunity for comparifons, (ufficient,
one would imagine, to corret- their vanity. This
Foveny of the Magellanifts is entirely owing to their
azine(s, in which they glory. There are none but
thofe, who have iived in the neighbourhood of the
Spanith plantations, that have accuftomed themdclves
to labour. And even thefe do but littley never work-
ing but through mere necetlity.

Tue Highland Tuelches in particular, though their
eountry is, in {ome feafous, very cold, had rather go
- Ccy naked,
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naked, than take the leaft trouble to procure them=
félves cloaths. They content themfelves with buying
blankets and ftuffs of the Aucaes, who have fome
flocks, and work up their wool. The Aucaes, like-
wife, raife fome wheat, which they bruife between
two ftones, in order to make a kind of cakes of it.
They have copper, and othier metals, which they run
down together, to make bits and fpurs; butitisina
very fmall quantity, as they think ‘it 100 hard labour.
They never kill their fhieep for food; but, when hard
put to, bleed ‘them, -and drink their blood. - The
moft common food of the Higtiland Tueiches confifts
in the fleth of mares, foxes, oftriches, and guanacos.
The Pampas, in gcncral are very fond of beef; and
carry- off all the oxen they poffibly can from the Spa-
nifh plantations; for, though their vaft plaing are
coveted with wild oxen, rather than be at the trouble
of running them down, -they choofe to run the ritk of
ftealing the tame cattle of others.

THose, who have had moft intércourfe with. thé
Spaniards, have learnied gaming from them; and it is
now become their. favourite paffion. They {pend
whole days at play; and fometimeswhole nights ; even
without taking any-thing to fupport nature. They
are ‘hkewife -the moft felfifh. people in the world.
One muft be continually giving, to be on good terms
with them; and thé more one gives, the more they
atk. - They muft. be paid beforehand to do the
{malleﬁ: fervice ; and ‘yet think nothing of rumming
leagues to fteal a trifle. They. buy. to fell again;
‘and ‘aré as fharp in making a .bargain, as they are
bold in committing :a robbery. They are moreoves
addited to the grofleft vices; and ‘have not the leaft
fea of that fhame fo natural to: the reft of man-

Gind,” o

THEY feem, however to have fomne:diftin& idea of
God ; and their langwges have térnms 10 exprefs what
thcy thean by bvm .But n has not a5 yet been dif

¢ . covered,
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covered, that they yield him any particular worfhip-
A Spaniard, indeed, who had been a long time in
flavery among - the Highland Tuelches, affured Fa-
. ther Garcia, that-he had heard them pronounce his
name with.an appearance of great affection. There
is, likewite, fome realon to believe, that the Aucaes
adore the fun; for, when they have killed any beatt,
*®they throw the blood of it towards the luminary, to
exprefs, as it were, their joy and gratitude. ’'Tis
likewife faid, that the women prefent their new-born
children to the moon, to acknowledge, as it were,
that they are indebted to her liberality for them; or
. beg of her to thed upon them her favourable influence.
Tuev all hold the immortality of the foul. As
foon as any one dies, the old women affemble in the
deceafed’s cabin; and, feating themfelves about the
corpfe, begin to fhed tears, and howl with all their
might ; the relations of the deceafed anfwering.in the
fame ftrain. After fome time fpent in this mannery
they carry the corpfe- to the grave, and bury with it
every thing that belonged to the deceafed. They are
likewife very careful not to leave any thing ftanding,
that might ferve to put them in mind of him; for
which reafon, as foon as they have taken him out of
his cabin, they reduce it to athes. They even deem
it an ill omen to dream of him. They are flaves to
many other fuperftitions, and have great faitlr in
witches, who boaft of their converfing frequently
with devils; for none but the women deal in witch-
" craft. ~ ~
AMonGsT them, a man to get a wife muft buy
her Bur, thea, he may part with her when he pleafes,
without any ceremony, and purchafe another. The -
Caciques and rich men may have as many wives as
they pleafe; when a hufband or wife happen to die
without children; -in the firft cafe, the deceafed hul-
band’s brother, if he has any, takes his place; and,
in the latter, the deceafed ‘wife’s fifter, if fheis a wi-
B Ccy dow,
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dow, and has children, takes hers. Both fathers and
mothers carry their tendernefs for their children to
the moft extravagant-lengths. They never chattife,
. or fo much as reprimand, them,- even when treated -
by them with the greateft infolence; if they happen

to ftrike them in a fit of paffion, as foon as it is over,

they make an entertainment in order to be reconciled,
to them. The Father fpeaks to his fon in the plural,

you; and the fon never anfwers but in the fingular,

thou. ‘This irregularity is attended with all the dif-

orders which may naturally be expeed from it; and

whereas, amongft moft other nations, it is in the

hearts of the children that the feed of the Gofpel firft -
begins to take root, they are thofe among the Magel-
lanifts whom .it is moft difficult to make any impref-
fion .upon.

For this reafon, though the Pampas had never
declaced openly againft the -Spaniards, and feveral of
their Caciques even affected 40 call themfelves by the
«chriftian names of Saints and the furnames of Spani-
ards, the Jefuits of Paraguay began in a manner to
defpair of being .ever able to make true Chriftians
of them,, when, in 1739, two Chiefs of the Low-
land, and two -Chiefs ot the Highland, Pampas, un-
expectedly .came to Buenos Ayres, and requefted the
‘Camp-mafter, Dan John of St. Martin, to prevail on
fome Fathers of the Company to take the trouble of
inftru&ing them in the truths of .our holy Religion.
-Don John immediately gave notice of this unexpeéted
event to Don Miguel de Salcedo, Governor .of the’
Province, who wrote dire@ly to Father Machoni, at
that time'Provincial of the Jefuits, t0.engage him o
embracedo fine an opportunity of (preading amongft
thefe people the tight of the Golpel. The Provin-
cial having propofed the affair to his brethren at Bue-
nos Ayres, Father Matthias Strobl and Farher Ma-
nuel Querini chearfully offered themfelves, and were
accordingly named, to carry it into execution,
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- As the Caciques defired to have a tra&t of land on
which a Redution might be formed, Father Strobl
fet out to look for one; and at length fixed on a
plain covered with little woods, two leagues fromy -
the Magellanic Sea, between a rivulet and the little
Salt River; and juft oppofite Cape St. Mary. As foon
as Facher Querini had notice of it, he communicated
it to the Caciques, who immediately difpofed their
vaffals to follow them, and made the neceffary pre-
parations to take pofleffion of their new territory.
Accordingly, all the members of this infant Colony
fet out, on the 6th of May 1740, with their two Mif-
fionaries. They had travelled but a little way, when

God gave evident proofs that the time of his fhewing
" mercy to thefe infidels was at laft arrived. The wife
of a Cacique, who was fuddenly taken ill, applied for
-baptifm with the greateft earneftnefs; and, after re-
ceiving it, died in the fineft fentiments the Chriftian
religion can infpire, while one of the Miffionaries was
reading the prayers for departing fouls. A child foon
followed her to eternal glory, having been a little
" before regenerated in the waters of baptifm. But the
greateft wonder of all was, that the bufband of the
firft, and the parents of the latter, appeared quite
taken up with the happine(s of feeing thefe two new
Chrittians go take pofleffion of the heavenly manfions
in the name of their nation. .

THey all arrived at the end of their journey the
26th of May, being Afcenfion day; and the firft
thing they did was to ere&t a crofs,-at the foot of
which the Miflionaries directly celebrated the divine
myfleries. Some Guaranis, whom they had taken
along with them, were then fer about building a
chapel and cabins to lodge the whole colopy. The
Lacique, who had loft his wife during the journey,
was appointed Corregidor of the new Reduétion,
purfuant to the power with which the Governor

* had
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had invefted the Miffionaries for that purpofe; and
three others were -named to the three civil employ-
ments next in dignity. The reft of the civil em-
ployments were beftowed on the other principal men
of the two nations, who now. feemed to form but
one; and every thing done by the Miffionaries hap-
pily gave both the greateft fauisfaétion.

THe fathers had no occafion to call the grown-up
‘men and wornen, or even the children, to liften to
their inftructions; they all flocked to the chapel for
that purpole of themfclves, and with the greateft
ardour; the longing they all had to receive baptifm
proving a powerful fpur to them. For this reafon,
‘as they underftood the Spanifh language, though not
-ufed to fpeak it, better than the fathers could fpeak
theirs, they begged of them to give their inftruéti-
ons in Spanifh. God was pleafed to reward this
their fervour by many fingular favours, the repost
of which fpreading abroad brought a: vaft multitude
of dndians to the Conception. But curiofity was
‘the only motive that brought. moft of them; and,
accordingly, the fathers had fome reafon to repent
their having admitted them without previous exa-
mination. It is inconceivable what the Miflionaries
had to fuffer from thefe new comers, who had not
the leaft notion of that decepcy, which the moft
‘unimproved reafon generally prefcribes; were utterly
impatient of any reftraint; and proud and infolent to
the laft.degree. They laughed at the inftrutions be-
flowed on them; repaid the fervices done them with
ingratitude ; and feemed quite deaf 1o the entreaties of
the Miflionarics, and the punifhments with which-they
threatened them in  the pame of God. Their chil-
* dren, whilft the fathers inftructed them, did nothing
but play or quarrel; but, at. length, the paiience
and conftancy of the minifters of a God, who has
fo much recommended the praétice of thefe virtues

C to
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to them, joined to the good example of ‘the firft in-
habitants of the Reduflion, overcame all thefe obfta-
cles; and moft of thefe, at firft fo unpromifing -re-
cruits, fincerely embraced the Chriftian religion.
- It .was, neverthelefs, found abfolutely neceflary .
to {peak of labour to all in general with the greateft
referve; thefe Indians, as 1 have already obferved,
"having an averfion toit, which at firft appears in-
vineible. But this -tendernefs; and the example of
the Guaranis, whom the fathers detained for fome
“time, and of the fathers themfelves, who fpared
* tuemfelves in nothing; cffeted. in a great meafure
- what many at firft thought impoffible. The Indians
were at laft brought to tiil and. fow threir. lands ; the
well-grounded  hopes of a plentiful crop ferving not
a little ta-render their-labout tolerable. ~ After getting
in their harveft, they did not fail to exprefs their ac-
knowledgment to thofe who had been inftrumental in
procuring them that happinefs, by the moft folemn
aflurance of an inviolable attachment; and they were
as good as their word; theugh fome perfons, who
imagined it their intereft to have them in their neigh-
bourhood, omitted nothing to infpire them with a
diflike to the. Miflionaries; and, at the fame time,
perfuade the Miffionaries, that they were lofing their
time -and trouble. upon a people, whom it was impof-
" fible-to convert, or even to civilize. :
~ As foon, 'however, as they were brought to relith
labour, .divine grace, finding no longer the fame ob-
ftacle to its influence, foon completed its work; and
a generdl fervour enfued. They carried their earpeft-
neis for inftruction fo far, as even at-night, to flock
to the Miflionaries, and interrupt -their reft; .o
have points of the Chriftian dotrine cleared up -to
" them, or:to beg they might make them repeat what
they were to learn by heart.. But even this. was far
lefs furprizing, than the dependence in which men
: ' like
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like thefe confented to live; for they now no longer
offered to go out of the town without the leave "of
sheir Paftors; and-sequired it, in writing, as often as
they wanted to go ta Buenos Ayres. ’

THe accounts given by them, to'fuch of their
countrymen as they happened to meet with oo thefe
octafions, of the happinefs they enjoyed under the
mild and affeCtionate government of their Paftors,
brought numbers of them to the Conception from all
quarters; fo that nothing was now to be feen but the
greateft peace and harmony; and nothing to be heard,
by night as well as day, but the praifes of the Moft
High. But things had foon likg to take another
turn. The Miflionaries had received, towards this
new cftablithment, but four hundred livres from the .
Governor, on the King’s account, and feven hundred
more from-private perions; with 3 few oxen, theep,
and other- ufeful animals, and fome grain for feed;
all which were confumed before- the firft crop. An
extreme drought, and a fevere froft at a feafon :it
was leaft cxpefted, made the fecond fail; at the fame
time that the crops about Buenos Ayres failed.like-
wife; and what little corn -remained in the publick
granaries, was deftroyed bv fire through the care-
leflnefs of fome foldiers; fu that the ReduQion was
lefc almoft entirely without any refources. So fevere
a trial, however, was not fufficient to ftagger the
faith of the Neophytes ; they had even fpirits enough
to furround their town with a ftout pallifade, to fecure
them(elves againft furprize; and build more cabins
in the town, and fome in the country for thofe fent
there to tend their cattle. A Chief of the Spanith
fhepherds had the charity to dire@ them in the laft
part of their work. ‘ .

Bur the greateft darger the colony had as yet’
been expofed to, was from a quarter, from which
there was, in all appearance, leaft reafon to expe®t

it.
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it. The Spaniards had been at war, fince the year
1734, with the Highland Pampas, who had begun
their hoftilities by plundering fome habitations not-
far from Buenos Ayres. However, as the blow had,
probably, been received in the night, the Spaniards,
believing it to have been given by the Lowland Pam-
. pas, put forme of them in prifon; it is true, they did
not keep them there long; but, while they did, they
" treated them fo ill, that the firft ufe the captives
made of their liberty was to engage feveral other
Pampas to unite with them, to obrain revenge, and
even join the Highland Pampas, who, it now -ap-
‘peared, were thofe who had committed the mifchief.
THe four firft campaigns ended without any re-
markable fuccefs on either fide. At laft, in the year
1740, a Highland Cacique, ftiled by the Spaniards
Cacigue Bravo, exafperated by the lofs of a nephew of
his in a fkirmith with them, and at the Spaniards
wanting to render his whole nation refponfible for dif-
orders committed by a few individuals, took the field
with a numerous army, and marched ftraight to-
wards the town of the Magdalen, fully refolved to
wafte it with fire and fword; and then treat, in the
fame manner, the Conception, from whence the Spa- -
niards had taken guides to penetrate into the Cordil-
liere. :

- He was in full march before the Spaniards fufpect-
ed any danger; and (urprized Magdalen within two
days after the Miflionaries of the Conception had fent
notice of his approach to the Lieutenant General,
Don Barthelemi de Canales, who commanded in thefe
quarters. He put two hundred of the inhabitants o
the fword, and took a great number of them prifo:
ners, whom, with all the carttle, and every thing elle
that fell into his hands, he fent off, for greater fecu-

rity, into the mountains, )
: THis
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THis done, he prepared to march to the Concep- - .
tion, after fending fome fpies there to know if the
inhabitants expected him. Happily,- the Governor
of the Province, on the firft advice of what had hap-
pened at the Magdalen, had fent forty foldiers and
fome artillery to the Conception, not doubting but-
the Cacique would fall upon it in itsturn.  The fpies
got near the place the fame night this reinforcement
entered it; and, as they were approaching the palli-
fade in the dark, a centinel, hearing a noife, fired
a cannon, and thereby let them fee that the inhabi-
tants were not to be (urprized, or attacked with im-
punity.. Upon this, the Cacique Bravo thought pro-
per to retreat.  The Governor fent four detachments
of cavalry after him; but, after purfuing him about
twenty leagues, they were obliged to return for want
of water and forage.

THe inhabitants of the Conception had fcarce time
to take breath after this delivery, when they faw
themfelves in danger of meeting with worfe treat-
ment from the Spaniards, than the Cacique Bravo
intended to have given them. Allon a fudden, a
report, whofe author could never be difcovered, was
fpread at Buenos Ayres, that thefe new Chriftians
had formed a league with .the enemy, to fall upon
and deftroy that capital; and what is fill more far-
prizing, almoft all the inhabitants gave, or pretended
to give, credit to it.” It wasto no purpofe, that fome
Spaniards, who had been taken at the Magdalen, and
afterwards made their efcape, averred that it was the
Conception itfelf that the Cacique Bravo intended to
have deftroyed. They could undeceive nobody, for
‘nobody was willing to be undeceived. Nay, many
perfuns, to whom the reft were but an echo, could not
behold, with-any fort of patience, an- eftablifhment of
converted Indians, that were not liable to be given in
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to arrive about this time at-Buenos Ayres, though
provided with a written leave from Father Querini,
were feized, and thrown into prifon,

Tue Governor, indeed, foon fet them at liberty,
but they ftaid long. enough at Buenos Ayres to hear
every thing that people there thought concerning their
townfmen and paftors. The firft, it was publickly af-
firmed, were no better than a gang of tratiors, who
all deferved to be put to the fword; and, as the
latter, they were the worft enemies of the ftate. *Tis
inconceivable, what an.effe¢t the report of thefe dit-
courfes made on the poor Indians at the Conception,
who now, without any provocation, faw themielves

‘threatned by the Spaniards' with the fame misfor-

tunes, which they had been (o lately expofed to for
being their friends. - The Highlanders amongft them
trembled more than the reft ; and-one of their Ca-
ciques, perfuaded that he would, if he remained, be
one of the firft vi®tims the Spaniards would facrifice
to their fury, thought proper to take fhelter in the
mountains, He acquainted but.one friend with his
defign ; and being requefted by this friend to fee and.
prevail on his countrymen fo put an end, by a good
peace, to a war, by which all muft be lofers, he
made an{wer : ** Itis what Iintend ; I retire merely
“ to avoid the unjoft perfecution of the Spaniards;
¢« and I will let them fee that they do not know how
¢ to diftinguith between their true friends, and thofe
* who'aim at nothing but creating them new ene:
* mies.” '
NeverTHELESS, the flight of this Cacique con-
firmed the inhabitants of Buenos Ayres in their fuf-
picions. But Don Diego Ortiz de Rozas, who had
Jjuft fucceeded Don Miguel de Salcedo as Governor of
Rio de la Plata, having very fortunately’declared for
the Neophytes ; and Father Querini having written
to Don Francis Suarez, their proteQor ex officio, to

beg
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beg of him to quafh thefe reports, people at laft be-
gan to hold their tongues.

Tuis ftorm was icarce blown over, when the
whole Reduction began again to tremble, at the ap-
prehenfions of the Highlaoders coming to pay them
another vifit. What gave occafion to this panic, was
the Governor’s withdrawing the forty foldiers he had
fent there, on a falfe ramour of an Englith {quadron
coming to lay fiege to Buenos Ayres. But, this
time, the Miflionaries found it no difficult matter to
quiet their fears, by reprefenting to them, that they
were in no danger of being furprized ; sad by giving
their word, that they fhould not want for affiftance
in cafe of a formal attack.

Tue new Governor on his fide, fpared no pains
to convince the Highlanders and their allies, that the
war they were carrying on againft him was grounded
on a miftakey and that it was as much their interett,
as that of the Spaniards, to put an end to it. So
carly as the year 1742, he had direCted the Miffiona-
ries of the Conception to fend one of their profelytes,
fifter to the Cacique Bravo, and a woman of great
refolution and fidelity, to her brother, in order to
make him liften te reafon. The Fathers found no
difficulty in making her accept the commiffion; and
fhe fet out with-fome well mounted . Neophytes,
whom they thought proper to fend with her.  They
had fcarce entered the mountains, when they found
themfelves obliged to ftop fhort for want of water.
Upon this the defired them to return home, and tell’
Father Querini that fhe had engaged to prevail on her
brother 10 fend Deputies to the Governor, to make
with him a folid and lafting peace.

Tue Governor, having a long time waited to no
purpofe for*a fatisfaCtory anfwer, thought it would
not be improper to terrify the enemy, in order to ren-
der him more traCtable. He gave orders to Don

Chriftopher

Ld
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Chriftopher Cabral, Lieutenant to the Camp Mafter
Genéral, to fet out for the mountains, with fix hun-
dred men, and offer peace to the Cacique 3 and, in
café he refufed it, take the moft vigorous meafures
againft him; and, at the fame time, to facilitate theé
fuccefs of his negotiation, he obtained Father Strobl,
a jefuit, from the Reflor of the college of Bucnos
Ayres; to actoimpany him. ,

_As the choice of Cabral,; to command in this expe-
dition, did not pleafe all thofe, who were to ferve in it,
feveral of them defired to have, for General, " tlie
Camp Mafter General himfelf, who had already car-.
ried on a war againtt ‘the Highlanders with good fuc-.
¢efs; and, on the Governor’s refufing to comply with
theif requeft, two hundred of them, probably Indians,,
refufed to march.  Cabral, notwithftanding, took the
‘field, with the reft; and, on his arrival at the Sierra
de Cafuati, in forty one degrees of Senth latitpde, o0
which the Aucdes and Pegiunches often refort to buy
rhares fleth, received a vifit from a Cacique, fove-,
reign of almoft all that country, attended by five.
other Caciques. But, the firft thing this powerful
Cicique did, was to make great complaints of the.

. Spaniards ; adding, that his whole nation was on the,
point of fetting out, with a large body of more
foutherly Indians, to ferve Buenos. Ayres as the.

Cacique Bravo had done the Magdalen. . »

FaTHEer Strobl anfwered the Cacique’s reproaches
in 4 tnanner that fatisfied him. " He convinced him,

that it was not the Spaniards who began the war; ad- .
ding, however, that the Governor ogf)a Ria de la Plata
was in 4 condition t6 carry it on with vigour and, fuc-
cefs. Some Highland Neophytes, whom the Miffio-
naries had brought along with them,. were not want-
ing, on their fidé, to infpire their countrymen with
fentiments of peace, and were powerfully feconded

Vor. 1L Dd by
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by the Cacique Yaati (him, who had lately retired
from the Aflumption) who arrived in the mean time
with news, that the Fathers of the company were la-
bouring to bring about a general peace, which would
be agreeable to all parties ; that the Cacique Bravo’s
fifter having given her brother the fame account, he
had, thereupon, refolved to fend one of his relations
to the Conception, to know, for certain, the difpofi-
tions of the Spaniards. At length, a ceffation of
hoftilities, and an exchange of prifoners, were agreed
upon. The Cacique Bravo even engaged to recover -
fuch of the Spaniards, as had been fold to the Aucaes
and the Peguinches ; "and, then, made prefents to all
thofe who were charged with that commiffion, and
to all the Caciques who were interefted in it. This
done, both parties feparated with the great¢ft demon-
ftrations of mutual friendfhip. -

- NOTHING now remained but to have the treaty
figned by the Governor of Rio de la Plata. Two
‘Highland and two Peguinche Caciques offered
themfelves to be the bearers of it, and Don Chrifto-
pher Cabral accepted their offer. Don Diego Ortizde’
Rozas'gave them a very kind reception, and made
them-very ﬁne'&refents. There ftill, however, re-
mamed fome difficulties concerning fome Indian wo- -
mien, who, ‘having beed taked by’ the Spaniards and
fent to® the’ Conception, had there embraced the
Chriftian Religion. =~ As they would by no means-con-
fent'to’ returh home at the hazard of lofing their faith,
the Governor thought it His duty not, to force them
toits and the ‘Caciques, it appears, gave up the
point.. ~ It is, at leaft, certain, that thefe gene-
rods Chriftians ‘continued at the "Conception 5 and
that the Caciques,’ tranfported ‘with the ‘Governor’s
‘behaviour to them, promifed to haften, as much as,
in'them lay, the’enlatgement’ of the Spanifh_pri--
foners. - : R

~ - Norifine
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NoTnriNG now hindered the Miffionaries -from ho-

- ping, that the obftacles to their diffufing the light of

the Gofpel all over the vaft Magellanic Region were
now entirely removed. The Governor of Rio de la
Plata, on his fide, after thus (o happily reftoring peace

-to it, prepared to execute an order he had jott received

from the King his Mafter to vifit the: Reduétions,

- and regulate the tribure in them, o as to leave no

room for any further difficulties on that head. The
Jefuits had moft earneftly folicited this order, as the
only method they could think of, to put an effectual
ftop to the calumnies daily invented againft them in
regard to thefe eftablifhments; and, as foon as they
heard of its arrival, Father de Rivarola repaired to

-Santafé, with a grand convoy of provifions, to-conduét

the Governor to Yapeya, where he intended to begin
his vifie. o o

Don Dieco was on the point of fetting out, when
he received advice, that Don Jofeph de Andonadgui,

Brigadier of the King’s armies,. wlo was coming to

fucceed him, had been fhipwrecked on the point of
los Corretés, which lies about a league-and a half from
Monte Video; that he had been but juft able to-efcape
with his.lady and fervants in the lohg boat; the reft
of the fhip’s company having perithed foun after he
had left the veflel, on her going to pieces. Thenew
Governor, on his arrival at Buenos Ayres, delivered
Don. Diego the King’s: commitlions, appointing - him
Governor and Prefident of the Royal Audience of Chili;
with leave to continue as Governor ot Rio de la Plata,
sill the feafon fhould ferve to repair to his new govern-
ment. But, as it now ferved, Dun Diego thought
proper not to mifs it. P '

" TH1s event caufed the vifit of the Redu@ions to be
poftponed to another time. For, befides that it was
net fit the New Governor fhould leave the capital of
his Government; tili he had made himfelf fuffi-

- Dda ciently
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<iently acquainted with the bufinefs of it, to prevent
its {uffering by his abfence; a fecond order from the
King, with the execution of which he was per(onally
charged, obliged him to make fuch preparations, as
took up a great deal of his time. The purpert of

..this new order was as follows.. Philip V. on the firft

-

advice received by his Majefty, that the Jefuits had
formed a Reduion, - which already confifted of a
great number of Pampas, and of the Highlanders
inhabiting the Cordilliere, which feparates Chili frorm
the Magellanic regions; and that they even intended -
to form a new Chriftian Republick in that vaft tral
of land; had, by an ediét of the 5th of November,
2741, given orders to Don Myguel de Saleedo, Go-
vernor.of La Plata, to favour their projett to the ut-

 moft of his power; and pay out of the treafury

whatever. fhould be found neceflary for the fupport
of the Miflionaries; the ereftion and ferviee of their
chapels; and evesy other-expenee of their eftablifh-
.ments; and, befides, allow them, as often as they
‘fhould have occafion for it, an efcort in the excur-
fions, which they. might be obliged to make for tham
purpofe. . b
- . Tuig war, that foon after broke out between the
$ipaniards and the feveral nations who were to com-
pofe this new Republick, had hindered the Miffiona-
Fies. from doing move than fupport their firft Redue-
tion ;-and we have but juft now feen what pains it
coft them to prevent this project from being entirely
laid afide or defeated. But now, that peace was re-
turned, and his Catholick Majefty feemed to have
the fuccefs of fo glorious an enterprize greatly at
heart, there appeared no further obftacle to it; efpe-
¢idlly as the Cacigue Bravo, gained over by his fifter,
promifed to reecive fuch of the Fathers of the Com-
pany,-as were willing to fettle in' the mountains,
and, as the fouthern nations of this yaft eontinent are
~ not
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not of o roving difpofition as the reft, there appear-
ed lefs difficulty in uniting them, Befides, therg wire,
at the Conception, fome women of thefe nations,
who might, # was judged, be very ferviceable in
quality of interpreters and catechifts to the Miffiona-
ries fent among them. Such was the prefent profpect ;
and Don Ortiz de Rozas was already’ taking. meafures
with the Provincial of the Jefuits to take advantage
of it; when his fucceffor arrived .at Buenos Ayres,
the inhabitants of which began now:to fpeak ina very
different ftrain of the new Chsitians of the Concep-
tion. .- The fhare the latter had in making the late fo
much wanted, and fo much wifhed for, peace,’ bas
convinced fuch of them, as before thought moft wex
favourably of them, that this Redu@jon, which had
been reprefented.as a den of traitors and thieves, was
one of the ftrongeft bulwarks of the provinge.’

THE fervour of thefe Indians was now ae the high
pitch. All the chief .men: of. thern, befides :twoi hun~
died othet adults, and almoft all the ¢children,had:been
already baptized; and the reft applied for the fame fd<
vour with the greateft earneftnefs. Nothing could fiw-
pafs their afiduity at divine fervice, their eagdrnefs to
be inftruted in the divine myfteries, their docilivy.aud
fincere attachment to. their Paftors.: Their fields wesé
well fowed and:cultirated ; their m:;g'aziucs well ftored
with.corn and every other kind of provifions ; thei
flocks on the engreale from day today. In 2 wond;
fo fudden and vaft .was.the change: iri this roying and
unfettled people, flaves to every vice, that u gould
fcarce be credited, even by thofe who were eye-wits
nefles (o it. But the inhabitants of Buenos Ayres, in
becoming theik friends, had like 10 have proved theis
worft enemies. - : . SN

I had not, as yet,.it feems, been found poffible to
prevent thefe Indians from -having ‘a great deal of
’ Ddg3s , commu-
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cemmunication with the inhabitants of Buenos Ayres,
as they were often obliged to go to that capital ; efpeci-
ally during the war, and the ncgotiations for peace
by which it was terminated. They were not only
made to, contraét a liking for brandy, there; but even
prevailed upon to bring quantities of it home with
them, nnknown to their Miffionaries. By this means,
drunkennef(s was.introduced into thé Reduétion, (fer
thofe. Indians know. no bounds), and caufed, in it, all
thofe diforders that might naturally be expeted from
Basbarians o lately reclaimed.  And, as none, at firft,
bat-thie .new. profelytes: gave into this excefs, and they
did it with fich fecsefy, that-it was a long timé be-
 fare the Miflionaries. could difcover the fonrce of the
ek, ;anid take proper:. meafures - to. fupprefs it in its
infangy.; it :broke -out, .all on .a. fudden, like -a fire
which does not..(hew “itfelf,. till it : has acquired too
fouch ftrepgih.to.meet with any teliftance. . 7
- HiTHER T, there had not- appeared, at the Con-
eeptiom, any remging of -the old -enmity. between: the
Pampai of: the Magdalen and: the Martanceros,” be-
tween, whom,- as being.of differént:tribes, there -had
fabfiied an alnioft- perpewal hoftility.. The Miffio-
haries: flattered themlelyes, that the. Chriftian religion
bag-made fincere friends of as many of them as bad
embraced..it5 - but- it - feems their sputual animofity
had inpt been ftifled .thereby beyond the pawer of
liguor o awaken'it.: Both parties-grew outrageous;
4ad went to arms ; and a great deal:of blood was fpilt
oh-both fides. . The Miffionaries. were:io longer Jiften-
ed .ta; they ‘were; @ven more -thgb once, in danger
of falling victinib ito :their zeal-to re-eftablith peace
and harmooony. . At length, they found it abfalutely
_neceffary to apply to the Governor of the Province,
who, on the firft notice, fent fome foldiers to the
Conception. The moft guilty were. feized and fent
SR prifoners
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prifoners to Monte Video; and the foldiers remained
at thé Conception till all was quiet again. Proper
‘meafures were taken to hinder any more brandy from
being fold to the Indians; and with the brandy va-
nifhed all the diforders it had been the occafion of.

, . Tuere ftill; ‘however, remained another inconve-
niency, which, at firft, had not been fufficiently taken
notice of. . The Conception ufed to be annually vifit-
ed by malignant diforders, while the beauty of the
fituation, with many other advantages peculiar to it,
caufed the fource of thefe diforders to be overlooked.
This was the lownefs of the ground, in confequence
of which it was often overflown by heavy rains, and
rendered very unwholefome in fummer. As foon as
* the Miffionariés difcovered the cajife of the evil, they
magde it "their bufinefs to look”out for a better fitua-
tion; and foon found:one on a ljttle rifing ground-
well fupplied with wood, four léagues further, from
the fea, in the latitude of thitty-’l%ve degrees, The
Indians, whom it had’ been foupd fo difficult to re:
concile to the labours requifite for the firft eftablith-
ment, engaged in the prefent with fo much unani-
mity and ardor, as fufficiently convinced their Paftors,
that they were now fidcerely reconciled to each other,
and had, befides, conquered that lazy "difpofition,
which proved the greateft obftacle in the way of their
endeavours to reclaim and convert them. C
.TH1s affair was fcarce terminated, when there ‘ar-
rived at Buenos Ayres ‘a King’s frigate of eight guns,
and one hundred dnd fifty tons, calléd the Saint An-
theny, and commanded by Don Joachim de Olivarez,
Regidor of Cadiz, .the port from which the bad been
difpatched. Phi)ip V. had ordered the pilots charged
with the navigaring 'of her to be chofen from amongft
the ableft in plj’ pain. The firft' was Don Diego
Varela, 3 Bifcdynery and the fecond, Don Bafil Ra-
) Ddg mirez,
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mirez, 8 Sevillign, HIS Majetty, had, likewife or-
dered, that Father Jofeph de Quiroga, a Jefuie, who
bad much pfed the fea before he entered the com-
pany, and had the reputation of bejng a very fkilful
marjner, fhould gccompany them, This Religious
bad, for fome time paf, been waiting for an opportu-
nuy of going to confecrate himfe)f to the Paraguay
Miffiops; and, therefore, embraced this with the
grtau:ﬂ: pleafure.  As the fngatc was deftined to
range, as near gs poflible, the weﬁcrn coaft ‘of the
Magellgnick Sea, flr)g‘:m Buenos Ayrcs to the Streights
of Magellan, Fagher’ de Quiroga " was charged with
the care of making fuch obfervations, as mvght be
n:ceﬂ};ry to acquire 3 fatisfaCory knowledge of it.’
He had, likewife, arders to take with him, from Pa-
ragugy, two other Jefuits; and the choice fell on the
Fa;hcrs Ma.tthtas btrobl aqd ] cph Cardlel The
chief intenuion of Php ip V. in abis. ;mdqrtakmg, was
tofind, if xfere might not be Indians op this’ coaft
d;(p,oed to phite, ,undc; the canué’tof the Jefuits,
into cdu&;ons qn the model of the Concepuoh and
embrace the Gofpel The fccond to exaqine, if it
had §py conyenient port, capable Qf bein fomﬁed
uz qrder to aﬁ"ord fhelter, in cafe of diftrefs, to Spa-
nifh veflels ; fecprc hls fubJeCts an cafy paflage ipto
the-couyngry ; and prcvent other nguons from maklrg
any fettlements jn i
. Accorping .to Father dé Quiroga’s account of
thlsq edirion, all 1 ecoaﬁ from the mouth of the
Pay ofP Rio de la Plata to the Streights of Magd}an,
and which in fome telations is called thy Cogff of P:
tagons, lies between the fouthern lgmwg of thirty. ff;(
degrees forty minytes, and that of fifty-two degrees
twenty minutes, i‘;om Cape - St. Amf, ony, the ex-
treme point, on the weftern fide, of the moqzh of Rig
de ja Pma, to the Bay. of St Gcorge, jt runs ina fomh
: wtﬁ

\ .




OF . PARAGUAY. 499

weft direftion; from the Bay of St. George to Cape
Blanco, north-weft and fouth-eaft; north and fouth
from Cape Blanco to the ifland of Kings; fouth-foyth-
weft from thence to the Rio Gallegos, forming, in that
interval, feveral coves; and, in fine, fouth-eaft from
‘the Rio Gallegos to theé Cape of Virgins, that is tg
fay, to the mputh of the Streights of Magellan,
To the forty-third degree the land is low, and fhips
mpft keep wide of it.” From the forty-fourth degreg
‘ l;pllghwards to the Bay of St. Juliap, the land is very
igh. To the latitude of forty-fix degrees there is
forty fathoms water till within half a league of the
fhore, From the Bay of St. Julian ta the river of
the Holy Crofs, the land is low; a good bottom’
every where; and little ftrand. From the tiyer of
the %—lply Crofs t6 Rio Gallegos, the land 5. of a
moderate height; and very low from thence to the
Cape of Virgins. It is unfafe to approach the Ca
of las Maas in the night-time, on account of 22
iflands that lie _t;ppoﬁt; to it, and'run a great way
into the fea. The coaft, from the jfland of Kings
to the Bay of St. Julian, is not over fafg}. " for
which reafop fhips muft keep at a gopd diftance
from it, e L o
", As fo'the winds, which reign in thefe feas during
the {pring and {ummer feafons, they are the porth,
the north-eaft, the weft, and the fouth-weft. The
eaft and fouth-eaft winds, which would be the moft
dangerous of any, never blow during either of .thefg
feafops. A fouth-weft wind {wells the fea greaily;,
and one may be ini a manner fure of finding it very.
high dyring the conjunétions, oppofitions, ard-quar-
terly gbgnégs of the moon. . The tides form ong of the
pringipal difficulties in this navigation. In fome places;
they rife fix ‘fathbl"q'," perpendicularly ; and caufe great
variafiohs in the currents, fome of' which run nosth;
S " and

v
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and fome, fouth. When they meet, they chinge
each other’s diretions to the eaft and fouth-eaft.
Tuere is no fhelter for fhips to be found any
where, but in Port Defire, and the Bays of St. Julian,
and ‘St. Gregory. There is, jn the firft, a fpring,
where, in cale of neceffity, fhips may water. The
reft of the coaft is quite dry, and without fo much as
a fingle tree on it. There is fcarce any place from.
one end of it to the other, except the Bay of St
Julian, that produces ‘any fire-wood, abounds with
fith, or affords any falt. There conftantly reigns a
little coid all along this coaft, evén in the height of
fummer; and, as to winter, it is impoffible it {hould
not be very bitter, confidering the great quantity of
foow which falls on the Cordilliefe, and even the flat
country, which'is, however, no way benefited by it,
being always, unlefs when aQually covered by it,
'g'xtygn}e!y dry; and, confequently, incapable of pto-
ducing any thibg. Accordingly, not a fingle inhabi-
tant is to be met on the whaole coaft. - =
- IT*appears, that ffom the river of Sallies, ‘Which
fome.have called ¢l "Défaguadero; to the mouth of the
Stteights of Migellan, there is not another, on the
whole coaft. Thofe, who thought they had feen
fome, and have, accordingly, laid them down on
their ¥naps, miftook, 4t is poffible,” for rivers, fome
gitllies, which’ fill with water during thaws and heavy
raing.  However, ‘it’ muft be allowed, that rivers
might have efcaped the Spaniards, whofe obfervations
we have been giving,” though thiey’ cannot be refufed
the honor “of ‘having furveyed this coaft better than
any of thofe who ‘attempted it beforg them ;" fo well,
as 'to leave no douby, that the particular.rivers, fo confi-
dently {poken of by foine other m"a’r‘i,ij.e")r',s, never exifted ;
rior many other -things mentioned 'in’ the journals
of fome of the firft" nayigators:” “One of them
T aflures
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affures s, that he had feen, on the higheft fhores of

. Port Defire, graves containing fkeletons fixteen feet

long: “Yet, three human bodies, found by our Spa-

niards, and the only ones found by them during the
whole ‘voyage, had nothing extraordinary in them?

Others fay, that, in a cove of the (ame port, there is

plenty of fith; that in':the Port of St: Julian there

are oyfters eleven palms in diameter. But the crew.
of the St. Anthony carefully examined, and fifhed;
with nets, in every -creck -and corner of thefe twa
ports, without mcetmg any fuch thmg in  either of

them: .

To-conclude, it muft-be allowed that the furvey
of this coatt, taken by the St. Anthony, affords. a
much jufter idea of it, than any the:world had of it
before; and that it is now evident, that it is not obly
unmhabnted but unmhabntablc, and, confequently,
that it would be toino purpofe:to.fend Miflionaries
there, fince it would be impofiible for them to find
in it the commoneft neceflaries of life..- Accordingly,
all theughts of doing it were immediately laid afide;
Father Strobl returned to the Conception, where he
had left Father Manuel de Garcia; and the Jefuits

- confined their project of a new Chriftian Republic.io
the Magellanic countries, to the nations already dif-
covered in it. The peace, lately. concluded between
the Spaniards and them, had dravwn.numbers of them
to the Conception; ‘and. the happinefs they faw the
Chritian inhabitants-iof ‘that Redudtion enjoy, and
of which they fpread the account far-and wide, . in4
duced feveral nations ‘to folicit ﬁmnlar eﬁabhfhmcms
in theif own ocourtries.

Or thefe the inhabisants of the mountains were
the fieft.. One: of Jtheir.. principal Cacigues . waited
upoitFather Strobl foon after his drrival, to afk that
favéur - of him ; ‘and:abas fo ‘charmed with the re:

cepuon
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ception he met with, that he afterwards repaired. to
Buenos Ayres, to obtain fome Fathers of the: Com-
pany from the Governor himfelf. The Gavernor re-
ceived him wery. kindly; and baving applied to the
Provincial, Father Cardiel and Father Thomas Fal-
conner were immediatcly named, to accompany
him into the mountains. They fet out in the month
of September 1746, after receiving the ftrongeft
affurances from .the Governor that he would grudge
no pains or expence, to favour the festlements
they might think proper to .make amongit the
H\ghlanders, and to give them that folidity, which
a0 enterprize of {o mugh importaace to church and
ftate, and, befides, fo capable.of:adding luﬂ:tc to his
government, might appear to require.

By a letter from Father Cardiel, written foon after
his arrival there, :we are informed; that, towatds the
end-of November,-he was jn the aeighbourhepd of
a:volcano, of-which.we have-already made meption,
on:the banks of-a lake; .with a rivulet, on one-fide of
ity ‘and, on the ether, a large foreft, in which, how-
ever, there was. not. a tree goed:enough to build a

" eabin with;:fos that Father Falconner was adually

employed in::locking out for.better; that, sowwith- -
ftanding, theee hundred Indians . were already ga-
thered abeut him,> and exproffed an carncft defire 1o

remain with hnm, ithat as yet, irideed, they. did not
fpeak of becoming Chriftians ;. but. that“he was. in.
bopes’ of bringing :them ta.it; by degrees: lafly,
that, by repeatedi obfervations, :he found this place
to be.in ithe latitude: of thirty-twa degrees foity mai-
nutes; the fame with that of Bueenos, Aytcs, from
whnch it is bur-fifty: leagues diftamt, -

. In the converfation. this Mnﬂionany had,,wuh
thc Higblanders during his flay at the Conception,
he learned ﬁm:rarl .particulars, .congerning - theiy
nas country,
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country, the truth of which Father Falconner was
ordered to enquite into. The fuft was, that of
a ftone ftatue, -buried, to the middle, in fand, wich
arms as large as the thighs of an ordinary woman;
and every other part that conld be feen of a pro-
portionable fizej the fex, as far as could be difco-
vered, female. The fecond, and moft important
particular, and which all the Indians unanimoufly
confirmed, was, that the river ot Sallies f{eparates,
at fome diftance from the fea (at what diftance we
are not told), into two branches; and that, in thé
ifland formed by this feparation, there are Spaniards,
that is to fay, Europeans; for, the’ Indians of this
country give the name of Spanidrds to all the Euro-
peans that come in their way. Yet the Spaniards -
of Paraguay know nothing as yet, by their own ex:
perience, of any fuch people. The iani¢ Indians
added, that their anceftors tradeéd to this ifland ;- but
that, having killed fome of tlie inhabitants (on what
occafion. they did not fay), they dfbpt all comrhani-
_ cation with them; that, howevér, they often faw
them crofling over to the main land in large bodts;
but that they could never difcover, ¢ither how, ot
when, they fettled in that ifland.

Tue hopes, however, which many well-difpofed
petfons had conceived, of feeing the Chriftian Reli-
gion folidly eftablithed throughout the Magellanic
lands, as far as the remoteft extremity of Soutly
Americs, foon vanithed. 1 am not well enough
furnifhed with matcrials to affign the reafons of it
All that 1 have been able to gathier concerning the
matter s, that the Reduction of the Conception,
whofe foundation and happy progrefs I have related,
and which fcarce yielded to the' moft flourithing
Reductions of Paraguay, eithet in the number or
fervour of its Indians, exifts: wio lénger; and that,

~ e ' "~ for
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for fome time pait, there has been a very brik
war, in that quarter, between the Spaniards and
Indians.

DuriING thefe tranfattions there arrived certain
orders from Spain, which thofe charged with the
execution of them did not think proper to fufpend

till proper reprefentations could- be made to His Ca-

tholick Majefty, on the ill confequences that might
attepd it; fo that the Miffionaries, who, for near two
ages paft, had been in the habit of exalting the mer-
cies of God in changing fo many barbarous idola-
ters into the moft fervent Chriftians, began, now,
to fear they fhould foon bave equal reafon to adore
the depths of his judgment; as has been, for a
long time paft, the cafe with regard to the church
of Japan.

THE only comfort left them, and thofe who wifh
well to the profperity of thefe new churches, watered
with the fwear, and manured with the blood of fo
many apoftolic men, and fo many new Chriftians,
is in the piety of a Prince, who, .on every occafion,
has given the moft convincing proofs of the moft
ardent and difinterefted zeal to. extend and firmly
eftablith the Kingdom of Jefus Chrift, to the re-
moteft extremeties of his vaft empire.

THuey, with equal reafon, flatter themfelves, that
this monarch, after the example of his auguft pre-
deceflors, and conformably to what he himfelf has
practifed fince his advancement to the throne, will
do them the fame juftice in regard to their condut on
this occafion, as he has already done them in regard
to their condu& on other occafions, notwithftand-
ing the bafe calumnies fpread, and ftill fpreading,
againft them. His Maefty is no ftranger to the
danger to which many of them. have expofed
themfelves, in endeavouring ‘to make their Neo-
-phytes conform to his views; and muft be fenfible,

that
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" that they might, with time and patience, have fuc-

ceeded in their endeavours, if his officers had not,
with a peremptorine(s neither neceffary nor enjoined
them, required of thefe new Chriftians, what could
not fail, if atrempted, to deftroy the bulk of them.
Accordmgly, the bare propofal was fufficient to ex-
cite fuch a ferment amongft them, as had like to
have proved fatal even to feveral of their Miffionaries ;
thofe: men, whom, after the perulal of this hlﬁory,
the impartial world will, it .s hoped, allow to have
been their beft friends.-

FINTIS
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