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PREFACE

THE

HE Author of this VOYAGE is fen-

fible, that neither his Learning nor

Abilities will enable him to figure in the

Literary World. He has not been uſed

to write, nor has he any inclination to

diftinguish himſelf that way ; being bred

to a Profeffion, which requires other kinds.

of Arguments and Implements than what

are uſed in Print. After this Declaration,

he hopes he may claim the Indulgence of

the Reader, if he ſhould find, that this

Work is diveſted of thofe Elegancies and

Decorations of Style, which in this Age

of Tafte and literary Difcernment are fo

eagerly fought after : His Buſineſs, he ap-

prehends, was to repreſent Truth, and to

introduce her in fuch a garb, as was con-

fiftent with her native fimplicity; and even

this he ſhould not have attempted, but to

gratify Curiofity, and to remove the

Doubts of his Countrymen concerning

ſome Matters which have lately occafi-

.oned much Altercation : In the Courſe of

the



PREFACE.

the Work, therefore, he has been as con--

cife as poffible, and omitted fuch Circum-

ſtances of the Voyage, refpecting the Bu-

finefs of the Ship, and the Conduct of

the People on Board, as, being uninte-

refting, could have anſwered no other

Purpoſe, but that of encreafing the Bulk

and Price of the Volume.

in
many

P

THE Reader in this Work has a Right

to expect Truth, and will not be diſap-

pointed ; but he must not look for that

Entertainment which is to be met with

Books of this kind ; for we, very

fortunately for ourſelves, but, perhaps,

unfortunately for the Reader, met with

no confiderable Diſtreſs during the Con-

tinuance of the Voyage, and loft but

twelve Men out of both Ships ; which

may, in a great Meaſure, be attributed

to the Humanity, Prudence, Generofity

and Courage of our Commodore, to whoſe

Merit wethe more chearfully pay this Tri-

bute of grateful Acknowledgment, as it

will be impoffible for him to know from

whom it proceeds.

A
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S great care was taken , and

ſome extraordinary precau-

Vtions ufed, in preparing for

this voyage, which has raif-

ed the attention of all Eu-

rope, it is neceffary to mention fome cir-

cumſtances previous to our ſetting fail ģ

but in this we ſhall be as conciſe as pof-

fible.

THE different artificers belonging to

the Dolphin, having received orders, on

the 18th of April, 1764, to prepare for

our intended voyage to the East Indies,

the bottom was fheathed with copper, as

were likewiſe the braces and pintles for

the uſe of the rudder, which was the

B firft
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first experiment of the kind, that had ever

been made on any veffel. The Dolphin,

being at length ready, ſhe left the Dock on

the 14th of May, when we received a

number of men from on board the old

hulks, which had been for fome time uſed

in containing materials for the uſe of the

ſhip. The next day we got in our maſts,

and, with all the expedition poffible, be-

gan to put up her rigging ; the greateſt

part of the men being now, from the time

of her leaving the Dock, principally em-

ployed in receiving on board the provi-

fions and officers ftores, and in fhipping

the ableft ſeamen, till the 9th of June,

whenwe flipt our mooring, and failed for

Long Reach, where we received our guns,

and were joined by the Tamer frigate,

Captain Mouat, which we underſtood

was to be our Confort. On the 14th, we

received on board a pilot for the Downs,

and at fix in the morning weighed anchor

with little wind, and with our boats

a-head ; our draught of water forward be-

ing then fifteen feet fix inches, and abaft

fourteen feet fix inches : but at feven

o'clock the Dolphin ftriking the bot-

tom,
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tom ,fwungroundonherheel; however, the

ground being happily very muddy, it foon

gave way, and this was attended with no

other bad confequence, than her lying in

the mud about two hours. This circum-

ſtance at our firſt ſetting out, unattended

at it was with any other bad confequence

than a ſmall delay, inſtead of checking

the ardour of the men on board, ferved .

only to inſpire them with hopes of meet-

ing with fewer croffes in the proſecution

of their voyage. On the 16th we arrived

in the Downs, and moored the ſhip. Dur-

ing our ſtay, we fent the pilot on ſhore,

and received from Deal a very large

twelve-oared barge for the ſervice of the

Dolphin, with fresh beef and greens for

the uſe ofthe ſhip's company. The Ta-

mer, our intended Confort, which was

bound for Plymouth, then paffed us, and

the next day we received the honourable

Captain John Byron on board ; foon after

which we weighed and fet fail ; but in

the night of the 21ft we had a violent

fquall of wind, which in that ſeaſon of

the year might be reckoned rather un-

common.

B 2 ON
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ON the 22d at eight in the morning

we anchored in Plymouth Sound, and fa-

luted the Admiral with thirteen guns, and

at nine having received a pilot on board,

failed into Hamouze, and lafhed along-

fide the fheer hulk. As the Dolphin had

taken the ground, the men on board

were, according to orders received at Ply-

mouth, employed in getting out the guns

and booms for docking ; it being thought

advifeable to examine if fhe had fuftained

any damage; when it was found that the

had happily received no hurt. She there-

fore on the 28th came out of the Dock,

and after replacing her guns, and getting

our ftores on board, we failed into the

Sound, where we moored, and found the

Tamer frigate lying between the Ifland

and the Main, having unhung her rudder,

to repair fome fmall damage fhe had fuf-

tained.

WHILE we remained at Plymouth,

our men received two months pay ad-

vance, in order to enable them to pur-

chafe neceffaries for fo long a voyage : a

privilege granted to all his Majeſty's hips

bound to far diftant ports; at which tinie

the
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the inhabitants from on fhore have the li-

berty of coming on board to fell them

neceffaries, particularly fhirts, jackets and

trowzers, all which are termed flops . Af-

ter a ftay of four days, a fignal was made

for failing, by firing a gun, and loofing

our top-fails, which being fet, and ano-

ther gun fired, we left Plymouth, hav-

ing his Majefty's fhip the Tamer in com-

pany. Immediately after our leaving Ply-

mouth, the honourable John Byron hoift-

ed his broad pendant on board the Dol-

phin, he being appointed Commander in

Chief of all his Majefty's veffels in the

Eaft Indies.

4

NOTHING Worthy of obfervation

happened in our paffage to Madera, which

we made on the 14th of July. This

ifland is in the poffeffion of the Portu-

gueſe, and is eſteemed remarkably health-

ful. It is fituated in the latitude of 32

degrees 44 minutes north, and extends

from the 18th degree 30 minutes, to the

19th degree 30 minutes weft longitude,

reckoning from the Meridian of London.

The fame day we came to an anchor

in Fonchiale bay, which is fo called from

the
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the great quantities of a beautiful kind of

fennel that grows on the ſhore. It is on

the fouth part of the iſland , and at the

bottom of the bay is the city of the ſame

name feated in a ſmall plain, from which

three rivers run into the fea, forming an

island which lies at a fmall diſtance, and

is called Loo Rock ; it being entirely bar-

ren. Upon it is placed a caftle, and the

town is alſo defended by a high wall, and

a battery of cannon.

THE ifland of Madera is about twelve

leagues in length, two in breadth, and

forty in circumference . It is compofed

of one continued hill of a confiderable

height, extending from eaft to weft : the

declivity of which, on the fouth fide, is

interfperfed with vineyards ; and in the

midſt of this flope are the country feats

of the merchants, which add greatly to

the beauty of the profpect. The air is

fo temperate, that the inhabitants feel lit-

tle inconvenience from heat and cold,

there being here a perpetual ſpring, which

produces bloffoms and fruit throughout.

the whole year. The foil is fo fertile,

that it produces more corn than any of

.

the
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the adjacent iſlands of double the extent.

The grafs fhoots up fo high that they are

obliged to burn it ; and when they plant

fugar canes in the afhes, they in fix

months time produce a confiderable crop

of fugar. The iſland abounds with fine

cedar trees, and almoſt all kinds of rich

fruits, as oranges of all forts, lemons of

a prodigious fize, bananas, citrons, apri-

cots, peaches, figs, plums, walnuts, and

grapes, which are as large as our common

plums, and remarkable for their peculiar

fine flavour ; but all the fine fruits of this

ifland are too luſcious to be eaten in

great quantities.

THE inhabitants are more civilized

than thoſe of the Canary iſlands ; but the

number of Engliſh merchants who refide

there is but inconfiderable. The natives

are faid to make the beſt ſweetmeats in

the world, they excel in preſerving oranges

and citrons, and alfo in making marma-

lades and perfumed paſtes. The fugar

made here is not only very fine, but has the

fmell of violets ; and the wine of this

inland will keep better in long voyages,

and in hot countries, than that of any other

place

1
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place in the known world; on which ac-

count great quantities of it are bought

up for the ufe of fhips, and exported to

the Weft Indies. Their convents, which,

as well as the country-houſes of the mer-

chants, are feated on the fide of the hill,

have a venerable appearance, from their

age and ftru&ture. Some of the nuns

who inhabit them, are handfome, and they

have all the liberty, at particular hours,

of converfing with ftrangers through a

double barred grate. Their chief em-

ployment confiſts in making curious flow-

ers of all forts, little baſkets and other

trinkets, which they have the liberty of

difpofing ofto ſtrangers, the money being

appropriated to the uſe of the convents.

Notwithſtanding the extraordinary fertili-

ty of the iſland, proviſions of all kinds

are very dear, the inhabitants living chief-

ly on various forts of fruit, and on yams,

a fpecies of root not unlike our potatoes,

but much larger. There are fome hogs.

and fowl; but they cannot be procured

without great difficulty, except by way of

exchange for old cloaths, which, in what-

ever condition, or of whatever kind, are

parti-
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particularly fought after by the poor

among the natives .

ON our arrival at Madera we found

the Ferrit, one of his Majeſty's ſhips, ly→

ing at anchor, which faluted our Com-

modore on his hoifting the broad pendant.

The fort, or citadel, alfo paid us the fame

compliment, by returning our falute im-

mediately on our arrival. During our

ſtay at Madera, we were ſupplied with

fresh beef, which was very indifferent of

the kind, as their bullocks, either from

want of fweet pafture, or elſe from na-

ture, are both lean and under the common

fize.o

HAVING taken in water, as alfo ma-

ny pipes of wine for the uſe of the fhip's

company, and provided every thing ne-

ceffary, we on the 20th took our leave of

the Governor, by firing eleven guns,

which he returned, and at three in the

afternoon we weighed anchor, and fet

fail in company with his Majefty's fhips

the Crown, Ferrit and Tamer. It is ob-

fervable, that in leaving this ifland fhips

are in a manner becalmed, till they get

four or five leagues to leeward, where

C
they
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they are fure to find a freſh trade wind.

Nothing extraordinary happened during

our paffage to St. Jago, to which we now

fteered . However, it may be proper to

obferve, that foon after we left Madera

we parted company with the Crown and

Ferrit, and on the 22d ſpoke with his

Majeſty's ſhip Liverpool from the East-

Indies, by which we fent letters to Eng-

land.

ON the 30th, at two in the afternoon,

we ſaw the iſland of St. Jago, which lies

in 14 degrees 50 minutes north latitude,

and in 22 degrees 56 minutes weſt longi-

tude from London. At three o'clock we

came to an anchor, about a mile from the

fhore, in the bay called Porto Prayo, in

nine fathoms water, faluting a ſmall for-

tification belonging to the Portugueſe,

which they took care to return. This is

the largeſt and moſt fruitful of all the

Cape de Verd iſlands : it being of a tri-

angular form fifty or fixty leagues in

compass, and notwithſtanding its being

rocky and mountainous, the valleys not

only produce Indian corn, but guavas,

pine-apples, oranges, lemons, cuſtard-

apples,
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apples, bananas, tamarinds, cocoa-nuts,

plantains, muſk and water-melons, grapes

and fugar-canes : it has alfo fome cedar

trees, and yields plenty of cotton . A-

mong the animals are horfes, affes and

mules, with cows, hogs, deer, monkeys,

and many
forts of fowl and fmall birds,

while the fea produces an extraordinary

plenty of fish. In Ribeira Grande, which

is the capital of the iſland, refides the

Governor, Oviodore and Biſhop. This

city contains a cathedral and a monaſtery,

both of which are placed in fine fituations,

that command the moft delightful prof-

pects. The iſland has four other towns,

Praya, fituated by the above bay, St. Do-

mingo, St. Domingo Abacen, and St. Ja-

go. Moft of the prieſts are negroes, as

indeed are far the greateſt part of the in-

habitants, there being only about three

whites to forty blacks, who have ſcarce

cloaths fufficient to cover their nakednefs.

There are. but few foldiers, and thoſe are

to outward appearance the moſt indigent

wretches. A ſhip no fooner arrives, than

the natives flock from all parts of the

island with different kinds of provifion, as

hogs,C 2
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*

hogs, fowl and fruit, as to a fure mar-

ket, and exchange thefe for old cloaths,

particularly black, on which they ſet the

higheſt value, and which are ſo accepta-

ble, that for a mere trifle of that kind,

you may be provided with a fufficient

ftock of turkeys, geeſe, and all other ne-

ceffaries. Cloaths, particularly thoſe that

are black, however mean, are here an ob-

ject of ambition and vanity, rendered leſs

neceffary by the warmth of the climate ;

and however wretched theſe people may

appear at the firft view, they live in the

greateft plenty, and from the fertility of

the foil enjoy not only the neceffaries, but,

what in other places, would be eſteemed

among the luxuries of life.

AFTER getting a fupply of water,

freſh proviſions and fruit, we unmoored,

and making the ſignal for failing, left St.

Jago, with the Tamer in company, No-

thing happened in our paffage worth re-

lating, till on the 11th of September we

made the coaſt of Brafil, in the 23d de-

gree of fouth latitude, and the 42d de-

gree 20 minutes weft longitude from

London. The next day we entered the

harbour
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harbour of Rio de Janeiro, and foon came

to an anchor, fort St. Acroufe bearing

fouth-east half fouth; a remarkable peak,

in the form of a fugar-loaf, prefenting it-

felf to our view on the larboard fide at

fouth by eaſt, and Snakes Iſland, which

is the largeſt in the harbour, appearing

cloſe by the town, at weft north weſt,

and the north end of the town at weſt

half north. On Friday the 14th we re-

ceived a pilot, and ran in between the

iſland and main not a quarter of a mile

from the fhore, and at noon faluted the

citadels with eleven guns, which were

immediately returned . Our firſt care was

to receive on board freſh provifions for

the ufe of the fhip's company, which be-

gan to be in great want of them, eſpeci-

ally of greens, the fcurvy having already

made its appearance among the men on

board.

On the 19th the Commodore went on

fhore to wait on the Viceroy, and on his

firſt landing was received by all the nobi-

lity, who conducted him to the Viceroy's

palace, while fifteen guns were diſcharg-

ed from the Iland Battery. At noon the

Kent
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Kent Eaft Indiaman, with Lord Clive on

board, entering the bay, faluted us with

eleven guns, which we returned .

ON the 7th of October the Viceroy

paid the Commodore a viſit on board, on

which occaſion we gave him a falute of

fifteen guns, when this was returned, by

the fame number being fired from the ci-

tadel. That the Viceroy might be re-

ceived on board with the reſpect uſual on

fuch occafions, all the men were drawn

up on the deck, ftanding with their arms

extended, fo as juft to toucheach other ; and

in this poſture they ftood during the

whole time the Viceroy ftayed.

ON the 9th Lord Clive paid our Com-

modore a vifit, when he likewife re-

ceived the fame falute both at his coming

on board, and his going away; and this

was returned by the Kent Indiaman. The

fame day a Portugueſe came on board to

fteer us into the road, and at fix we

weighed and ſpread our fails ; but having

little wind, we were obliged to come to

an anchor, and wait till the next morn-

ing, during which time we had an op-

portunity of making a few obfervations

on
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on the harbour, which feems capable of

receiving an hundred fail of fhips in good

anchorage, with fufficient room for them

to ride in fafety.

THE town of Rio de Janeiro lies in

the latitude of 23 degrees 11 minutes

fouth, and in the longitude of 43 degrees

9 minutes weft from the meridian of

London. Its fituation and afpect are ve-

ry pleafing, as it abounds with all kinds

of trees, which retain their verdure

throughout the whole year. The town

is commodiously fituated at the back of

Snakes Iſland, which being not above five

hundred yards from it, commands, from

the fortifications erected upon it, every

thing that can poffibly come to annoy

the town ; and there are feveral other

iflands at the entrance fortified with dif-

ferent batteries. Thefe fortifications ap-

pear fo formidable in the eyes of the Por-

tugueſe, that they are fo vain às to think,

the whole naval power of Europe would

not be fufficient to deprive them of their

poffeffion ; yet we may fafely venture to

affirm , that fix fail of our men of war

of
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of the line, would be able to deftroy all

their batteries in a few hours.

a

AT Rio de Janeiro is a large and con-

venient yard, where they had begun to

build a man of war of fixty-four guns,

which they propoſed to finish in a year.

Their manner of building this ſhip was

fomewhat extraordinary, and their method

of working very flow, from their making

uſe of ſmall narrow tools; but what ap-

peared moft furprizing, the ftern -piece

was formed of one entire tree of cedar, and

a number of flaves were chained together

to convey the timber from one part of the

yard to the other.

FROM the 15th of September to the

18th of October, our men were employ-

ed in wooding, watering, caulking, &c.

We had fix Portugueſe caulkers to affift

our carpenter, who were paid at the rate

of fix fhillings ſterling a day ; though it

is certain, that one of our Engliſh caulk-

ers would do as much in one day, as they

could in three; but though they are flow

and inactive, they perform their work ve-

ry completely, or elfe their veffels could

not run ſo many voyages in a ſhattered

condition



ROUND THE WORLD. 17

1

condition as they frequently do. They

make their work, though it should be a

feam oftwo inches in breadth, as hard as

the plank itſelf, and yet they uſe not any

moiſture, as our Engliſh caulkers do, ex-

cept what little proceeds from the con-

ftant application of the iron to their

mouths.

IN this port the air is refreſhed by a

conftant fucceffion of land and fea breezes.

The former comes in the morning, and

continues till towards one o'clock, and

foon after is regularly fucceeded by a

ftrong fea breeze. Theſe contribute to

render the port extremely healthy and

pleaſant, and are justly eſteemed fo falu-

tary, that the negroes term the ſea breeze

the doctor. We were even informed, that

in the vallies to which theſe breezes do

not extend, the air is fo rarefied by the

intenſeneſs of the heat, that the birds

can ſcarcely fly. The wealthy inhabi-

tants of this city generally keep their

doors fhut from ten in the morning till

two in the afternoon, when they begin to

tranfact their buſineſs, they having then

the agreeable refreſhment of a ſtrong ſea

breeze,D
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breeze, which, as we have juſt mention-

ed, generally rifes about that time.

many

THE foil of Brafil is generally fertile,

it producing a variety of lofty trees fit for

any ufe, many of them unknown in Eu-

rope ; and the woods abound with rich

fruits, among which are a confiderable

number that are neither known in Eu-

rope, nor perhaps in any of the other

parts of America. While there are

fpecies found in almoſt all hot coun-

tries, and particularly oranges, and le-

mons, which grow here in as great plen-

ty, as nuts in our woods in England.

The fugar-cane flouriſhes in the utmoſt

perfection, and great quantities of excel-

lent fugar, indigo and cotton are export-

ed from hence into Europe. There are

here alfo found great quantities of gold

by the flaves, numbers of whom are em-

ployed in ſearching for it in the gullies

of torrents, and the bottom of rivers,

and this country is alfo famous for its dia-

monds..

WITH reſpect to the animals of Bra-

fil, all the horſes, affes, cows, fheep,

hogs, and cats, are faid to have been

brought
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brought from Europe ; among thofe na-

tural to the country, are a great variety of

monkeys, Peruvian ſheep, deer and hares ;

the racoon, the armadillo, the flying ſquir-

rel, the guano, the opoffum, the ant-bear

and the floth. Among the fowls are ma-

ny parrots, parrokeets, macaws and other

birds, remarkable for the beauty of their

plumage ; with a great variety of finging.

birds, and ſeveral ſpecies of wild geefe,

wild ducks, common poultry, partridges,

wood pigeons and curliews. However, the

country of Brafil is no lefs remarkable

for the multitude, the variety and incre-

dible fize of its fnakes, and other veno-

mous reptiles.

BUT to return to Rio de Janeiro,

where the above-mentioned Viceroy is

inveſted with the fame power over the

natives, as the King of Portugal enjoys

over his ſubjects at Liſbon. The inhabi-

tants, who are of a brown complexion,

have a great number of negro flaves,

which they purchaſe in the public mar-

kets, where they are chained two or more

together, and are generally driven round

the town to be expofed to view. The

D 2 Portu-
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Portugueſe women here are very fwarthy,

and have in general very diſagreeable fea-

tures ; but thoſe of ſuperior rank are fel-

dom feen, as they are never fuffered to go

out of doors but by night. The Portu-

gueſe are naturally of fo jealous a difpo-

fition, that ſtrangers, merely by looking

at their women, incur their refentment,

and are in danger of fuffering by that ſpi-

rit of revenge, which fo univerfally pre-

vails amongst them; on which account

the women are obliged to be on their

guard. Indeed, they here feldom enter

upon matrimony ; but when tired of each

other, they ſeparate by mutual conſent,

and then endeavour to find another para-

mour to fupply the place of the former.

As foon as the evening approaches, the

Portugueſe of this city go their rounds,

and enter upon fcenes of debauchery,

which I may venture to affirm are as fre-

quent, and as flagitious, as amongſt the

inhabitants of Lisbon.

Rio de Janeiro is fituated near the fide

of a number of high hills, from whence

to the fouthward is a very large aqueduct,

which ſupplies the whole town with wa¬

ter
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ter. This aqueduct, which extends acroſs

a deep valley, confiſts of above fifty arches

placed in two rows, one upon the other,

and in fome parts rife upwards of a hun-

dred yards from the bottom of the valley.

By this means the water is conveyed in-

to two fountains, from which the inha-

bitants fetch all they want. Theſe ſtand

directly oppofite the Viceroy's palace,

which is a ſtately ſtone building, and the

only one in the whole city that has win-

dows ; the other houſes, in the town hav-

ing only lattices . At the farther end of

the palace ſtands the jail for criminals,

which from its ſtructure, and the multi-

plicity of its iron grates, is far from ad-

ding any beauty to the palace to which it

joins.

THE churches and convents are ex-

tremely magnificent, and calculated to

ſtrike the minds of the people who re-

fort to them. On the altar-pieces, and

other parts of thoſe ſtructures, are many

fine figures of our Saviour, the Virgin

Mary, the Apoſtles, and other Saints. In

thefe churches a great number of friars

and monks of different orders conftantly

attend,
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attend, in order to celebrate mafs to as

many as happen to affemble; the churches

being always open, and wax-tapers kept

conftantly burning ; whence, in paffing

by theſe ſtructures, every one of their

perfuafion pays all due reverence, by pul-

ling off their hats and croffing them-

ſelves, with every other token of reſpect.

In almoſt every corner of the ſtreets are

niches, in fome of which are placed cru-

eifixes, and in others fome faint, dreffed

in linen and filk, or other ftuffs. The

cathedral and Jefuits college, which are

the most magnificent buildings in the ci-

ty, may be ſeen from the harbour, and

form an agreeable diſtant proſpect. The

houſes in the town are three or four fto-

ries high, built principally of ſtone, and

moſt ofthem with large projecting balco-

nies. They are, however, but indif-

ferently furniſhed, though many of them

have the rooms handfomely adorned with

pictures. A canal runs through the great-

eft part of the town, which is of very

great uſe in carrying off the filth of the

streets, and thus removing the diſagreea-

ble

鬼

t
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ble ſmells which frequently annoy thofe

that pafs through them.

A CONSIDERABLE trade is carried on

here by a number of merchants who re-

fide in the city. Every year at leaſt forty

or fifty fail of ſhips come from Liſbon,

and different parts of the Brafils ; befides

fome ſhips that trade to Africa, and the

fmall craft that frequent the neighbouring

ports. The European ſhips bring lea-

ther, linen and woollen cloths, coarſe and

fine bays, ferges, hats , ſtockings, thread,

biſcuit, iron, hardpeware, wterand allkinds

ofkitchen furniture, with other commodi-

ties ; and in return carry from thence fu-

gar, tobacco, fnuff, brafil, and other dy-

ing and medicinal woods, fuftic, rawhides,

train oil, &c. The inhabitants are very

rich, and in fuch good circumftances, that

moſt of the houſekeepers have negro flaves

to do their drudgery. With refpect to their

food, it muſt be acknowledged, that their

beef is very indifferent, as through the

exceffive heat of the weather, they are

obliged to eat it foon after killing, which

is performed in the following manner :

they drive a number ofthem into an en-

clofed
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clofed place, and then throwing a rope

over that they defign to kill , take him

out from among the reft, and confine his

head down by the rope, when a negro

butcher coming behind him, cuts the

hamſtrings of his hind legs, by which

means the beaft falling, the negro comes

before him and ſticks a knife in his head,

exactly between his horns. Theſe cattle

are fo wild and unmanageable, that few,

except theſe negro butchers, chufe to en-

counter them , and yet are ſo ſmall, that

when the ſkin, offal, &c. are taken away,

they, in general, do not weigh more than

two hundred and a half.

DURING our stay here yams were ferv-

ed to the ſhips company inſtead of bread,

at two pounds a day each man. But we

procured fugar, tobacco, and fuch com-

modities at a very reaſonable price. Fowls

and hogs are however very dear, the chief

food of the negroes being fiſh and Indian

corn, the latter of which they cultivate

in great quantities ; and plenty of the

former they catch out at fea, they having

a confiderable number of fiſhing conoes,

in which they go out in the morning, af→

fifted
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fifted by the land breeze, which, as we

have before obferved, rifes regularly at

that time, and returns in the evening with

the fea breeze, which is no less conftant.

DURING our ſtay at the Brafils , the

Commodore lived on fhore, having a

commodious houfe fituated on the top

of a hill to the northward, where the

Viceroy and others paid him frequent vi-

fits, and ſhewed him all the reſpect that

a ftranger of his diſtinction could poffibly

claim .

In this port they have not only a yard

for building ſhips, but a convenient iſland,

where they can heave down a veffel ofany

fize. While we were there, a Spaniſh

South Seaman was obliged to put into

this port in order to heave down, and

repair the damage ſhe had fuftained . This

veffel having lately come round Cape ·

Horn, had made her paffage in the month

of July, which is there the depth of win-

ter, and having a conftant fucceffion of

bad weather, had fuffered greatly from

fome iflands of ice, which are very fre-

quent in thoſe parts. It is proper to ob-

ferve, that theſe lands of ice are fel-

E dom
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very

dom feen but on the northern coaſt of A-

merica, and in between fixty and ſeventy

degrees of fouth latitude. They appear in

different ſhapes, fometimes intheform

of a ſpire, the fummit diminiſhing to a

point, while the top of others is entirely

flat, and from it fometimes flows a great

ſtream of water. If the night be ever

fo dark, in going to the leeward of them,

you are fenfible of their being near, from

the exceffive cold which ſtrikes from

them , and decreaſes in proportion as you

leave them at a diſtance. They have been

found to be three times as deep below

water, as they are in height above the

furface, which, according to a general and

moderate computation, is at leaſt fifty or

fixty fathoms. Theſe iſlands of ice drive

to and fro as the wind changes, and the

more fevere the froft is, the more they

encreaſe in bulk, rifing higher as the bo-

dy becomes larger , but as they proceed

nearer the warmer latitudes, they gradu-

ally diminiſh.

WE foon completed the fitting of our

hip for fea, having all the reaſon pof-

fible to believe that we were bound to the

Eaft
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Eaſt Indies, and that we ſhould now ſteer

to the Cape of Good Hope, the ſcheme

being fo well concerted by our Commo-

dore, as even to deceive Lord Clive, who

preffed him with great importunity to al-

low him to take his paffage in the Dol-

phin, we being in much greater readi-

nefs for the fea than the Kent, which had

befides the misfortune to have many fick

on board: but to this the Commodore

could not confent; but flattered his Lord-

ſhip with the hopes of his taking him on

board on their meeting at the Cape.

WE left Rio de Janeiro, and the

coaft of Brafil, on the 20th of October,

1764, bound as we thought for the Cape

of Good Hope ; but ſoon after, by our

fteering far to the fouthward, we to our

great furprize found our miſtake ; but we

were now relieved from our fufpence ;

for a fignal being made for the Com-

mander of the Tamer frigate to come on

board, he and our own company were

informed, that the Commodore's orders

were to go on diſcoveries into the South

Sea a circumftance which, from the

manner in which it was received, fur-

niſhesE 2
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niſhes the greateſt reaſon to believe, that

no one on board had before the leaft no-

tion of the voyage in which they were now

engaged. But to prevent the appearance of

diſcontent, they were inftantly acquaint-

ed with the intention of the government

to allow them double pay, for their en-

couragement in the profecution of the

voyage .

NOTHING worthy of obſervation

happened till the 27th of November,

when after many hard gales of wind we

made Cape Blanco, near the river Cæ-

marories, in the latitude of 46 degrees 50

minutes fouth, and in the longitude of72

degrees 7 minutes from London. After

a few days fail we made Pengwin iſland,

about three or four leagues to the ſouth-

ward of the harbour of Port Defire, which

lies in the latitude of 47 degrees 50 mi-

nutes fouth . At this place we had very

indifferent weather, attended with fre-

quent fhowers of rain, and therefore on

the 30th we ſent our boats to found the

harbour, and they returned the fame even-

ing. The next day we weighed in order

to enter it; but found it very rocky at its

entrance,

"
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entrance, and not above a quarter of a

mile over from fide to fide . On our fail-

ing up to the harbour, the wind was at

fouth fouth-weft, directly in our favour,

and the weather being remarkably tempe-

rate, all our boats were failing round the

fhip; but on a ſudden the wind came

round to the north north-eaſt, which be-

ing directly againſt us, we made all poffi-

ble hafte to get our fails furled ; but be-

ing within the harbour we could not re-

turn, and the tide of flood running with

exceffive rapidity, we were obliged to let

go both anchors, and before we could

bring her up, fhe took the fhore. This

was followed by a cold rainy night, which

was rendered more melancholy and gloo-

my by the reflection, that the boats were

all driven to ſea, where every perſon that

were in them would probably periſh, and

that we ourſelves had no reafon to ex--

pect our ever getting off, as both the wind

and tide were againſt us ; but that we

ſhould be obliged to live, or perhaps to

perifh on this defart coaft of Patagonia,

feveral hundred leagues to the fouthward

of any European fettlement; but at

length,
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length, to our great joy, our twelve- oared

barge providentially drove into the har-

bour, by which means the fhip was pre-

ferved ; for without this affiſtance ſhe

muſt have periſhed, we having no boat to

carry out an anchor. We now, after ma-

ny attempts, carried out our ſtream anchor,

which, when the tide turned, enabled us,

by weighing our other anchors, fortu-

nately to get into the middle of the har-

bour, where, the next day, we moored

with both bowers; but as it blew very

hard, we were obliged to take down our

yards and top-maft.

MEAN while two of our boats had

been driven on fhore, and the men fuf-

fered extremelyfrom its raining very hard

all night ; but notwithſtanding this they

returned. As to our long boat, it was

carried many leagues out to fea with only

two men in it ; we had therefore but lit-

tle profpect of ſeeing them again ; but

the next day, they, without any affiſtance,

returned with the boat into the harbour,

though they were almoſt ſtarved to death

with the ſeverity of the cold. On their

firft
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firft appearance we fent a boat to their

affiſtance, which brought them on board.

DURING our ſtay here, fome of the

men were employed in repairing the ſhip's

rigging, while others went aſhore in ſearch

of fresh water, though without fuccefs,

as there was but little to be found.

THE harbour itſelf is not much more

than half a mile over. On the fouth

fhore is a remarkable rock in the form of

a tower, which appears on entering the

harbour's mouth. Abreaſt of this rock

we lay at anchor in feven or eight fa-

thoms water, moored to the east and

weft, with both bowers, which we

found extremely neceffary, on account of

the ftrong tide that regularly ebbs and

flows every twelve hours. Indeed the ebb

is fo rapid, ' that we found by our log line

it continued to run five or fix knots an

hour ; and in ten minutes after the ebb

is paft, the flood returns with equal velo-

city : befides, the wind generally blows

during the whole night out of the har-

bour. It is alfo neceffary to obferve, that

the ground is far from affording good

anchorage ; for as it principally conſiſts

of
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of light fand, it is not to be depended

upon, and if one anchor ſhould ſtart,

while the tide is rufhing in, the ſhip

would immediately take the ſhore, be-

fore the other anchors could poffibly

bring her up . However, it may be fair-

ly conjectured, that there is firmer an-

chorage farther up the harbour, eſpecial-

ly for a ſhip that requires only a ſmall

draught of water ; for on ſending our boats

to found two or three leagues up, they

found good anchorage and lefs tide.

The

ON the north fhore, about four or five

miles above the before-mentioned rock,

there are ſome white cliffs that riſe to a

great height, and at a diſtance nearly re-

femble chalk, though their whiteneſs

is merely owing to great flocks of birds

voiding their dung upon them.

country all around is likewiſe interſperſed

with high craggy rocks , but between

each precipice the ground is covered with

coarſe graſs. The vallies form a barren

comfortleſs profpect, in which there is

nothing to entertain the fight, but great

numbers of wild beafts and birds, and

many large heaps of bones that lie fcat-

tered



ROUND THE WORLD. 33

S

1s

ne

ed

en

th

en

is

eat

and

cat-

ere
d

1

tered about, eſpecially bythe fide of every

ftream of water. But we ſaw no Indians,

nor the leaſt ſign of the human fpecies..

₹

AMONG the animals, we found near

the ſhore a great number of feals of dif- .

ferent fizes. Thefe live both on the land

and in the water, and are ſo fierce, that

they cannot be encountered without dan-

ger. The head has fome reſemblance to

that of a dog with cropt ears, but in

fome it is of a rounder, and in others of a

longer make. They have large eyes, and

whiſkers about the mouth : their teeth

are extremely fharp, and fo ftrong, that

they can bite averythickſtick in two. Tho'

they have no legs, they have a kind of

feet or fins, which anſwer the different

purpoſes of fwimming and walking ; theſe

have five toes like fingers, armed with

nails, andjoined together with a thin fkin

like thoſe of a goofe : by the help of theſe

they fhuffle along very faſt through the

fand, or over the ſmall rocks on the ſhore.

Their fkins, which are covered with ſhort

hair, are black, frequently ſpotted with

different colours, as white, red or grey,

and are often made uſe of for caps, waiſt

F coats,
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coats, tobacco pouches, and the like.

The old ones, which are about eight feet

long, make a hoarſe barking, ſomewhat

like a dog, and the young ones mew like

a cat. The largeſt of them, being eight

feet in length, will yield half a barrel of

oil; and they are here fo numerous, that

the oil which might be drawn from them,

would be fufficient to load any ſhip fent

for that purpoſe ; and their fkins, if pro-

perly cured, would be of conſiderable

value. Some of our men uſed to eat the

young ones, and particularly their en-

trails, which are as good as thofe of a hog.

THERE are here, likewife, great num-

bers of guanacoes, a kind of wild deer,

called by fome Peruvian fheep, their

backs being covered with a very foft

fine wool : they have a long neck, and

the head reſembles that of a fheep : but

they have very long legs, and are cloven-

footed like a deer, with a ſhort buſhy

tail. Theſe are as large as a middle fized

cow, and when freed from the ſkin and

offal, weigh about two hundred and a

half. Their flesh is excellent, either

frefh or falted, and after fo long a voy-

1
age,



ROUND THE WORLD. 325

ir

ft

nd

ut

ni

hy

ed

and

a

her

by-

age,

age, was very ſerviceable in refreſhing the

fhip's company. They herd together in

companies of twenty or more, and the

method we pursued in killing them, was

by fending a party of men in ſearch of

them by night, by the fprings of water to

which they reſort, and then lying in am-

buſh amongſt the buſhes, they had an op-

portunity of ſhooting them at their plea-

fure ; yet theſe animals, when fenfible of

danger, fuddenly eſcape ; for they are

very fwift of foot.

HARES of a prodigious fize alfo ap-

pear in this place; for they weigh, while

alive, near twenty pounds, and when

fkinned are as big as a fox. Theſe are

chiefly feen in the vallies.

WITH refpect to the feathered race,

there are here a great number of oftriches ;

but they are not near fo large as thoſe of

Africa. Thefe birds, which are remarka-

ble for the length of their necks and legs,

and the fhortnefs of their wings, have

been confidered by naturalifts as holding

the fame place among birds, as camels a-

mong beafts.beafts. Their ſmall head has fome

reſemblance to that of a goofe, and their

plumage,
F 2
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plumage confiſts of grey feathers covering

the back as far as the tail ; but thofe of

the belly are white. They have four toes

on each foot, one behind and three be-

fore ; and from the fhortness of their

wings are as unable to raiſe their bodies

from the ground as thofe of Africa ; but

by their help they run with amazing

fwiftnefs. We found great quantities of

their eggs, fome of which were of an

enormous fize.

*

THERE is here another remarkable

large bird, which we called the wild ea-

gle, whoſe body is as big as that of a

turkey of thirty pounds weight. They

have a very ſtately appearance, and are of

a dark brown colour, intermixed with

different coloured feathers ; but what is

moſt remarkable, is their having a crown

on their heads, and a ring of feathers

round their necks. The barrels of the

large feathers or quills in their wings is

half an inch in diameter, and their wings

when extended reach fourteen feet from

point to point.

THE penguin, which is alfo found

here, is about the fize of a goofe; but in-

ftead
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ftead of feathers is covered with a kind of

aſh-coloured down. Its wings, which

reſemble thofe of young goſlins, are too

fhort and unfledged to permit it to fly,

but are of uſe to it in fwimming, and

alſo affiſt it in leaping along upon the

ground. Theſe birds appear heavy and

unactive upon land, where they ſeem re-

gardleſs of danger, and are eafily knock-

ed down with a ftick ; yet are active e-

nough upon the water. Their fleſh how-

ever is difagreeable, on account of its hav-

ing a fiſhy taſte ; but their eggs are very

good. In the evening they retire to the

rocks near the fea, where they ſtay till

the morning
.

THE moft palatable fowls we found

here were a kind of black birds with red

beaks theſe are of the fize of ſmall fea-

gulls, and are faid to feed entirely by

fucking of herbs.

IN a fandy bay, oppofite to the north

fhore, we found great quantities of mul-

fets, which were fo uncommonly fine , that

even thofe of the middling fize were as

big as our large haddock. Befides there

were great numbers of ſmelts full eigh-

*

teen
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teen inches in length, with many other

different forts of fiſh.

But to return ; though we found two

or three ſprings on the fhore near the

harbour, their mineral qualities unfortu→

nately prevented their being of any uſe to

us, in fupplying our fhip with water ; and

we could not even find a quantity fuffi-

cient for our preſent uſe.

ON the fouth fhore the rocks are not

fo numerous as on the north fide ; and

there are more hills and deep vallies

but they are covered only by high grafs,

and a few ſmall ſhrubs. Hence this is

but a bad place to touch at, by any fhip

that is under the neceffity of wooding

and watering. Our Commodore, in order

to clear the ground of the overgrown

grafs, which grew in fome places in

great quantities, and alfo to improve the

foil, which appeared to be of a barren

fandy nature, gave orders for the grafs to

be ſet on fire in different places, which

was no fooner done, than the flames ran

fo faft, that in less than half an hour

they ſpread feveral miles round.

*

DURING
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DURING our ſtay here our men were

employed in fitting and compleating the

ſhip for fea; and the carpenters were par-

ticularly obliged to fish our main maſt,

which had been damaged at the head.

Others, as hath been already mentioned,

were employed as rangers to go in ſearch

of water, though without fuccefs ; but

when they were on this duty, they had a

double allowance of brandy, and ſmall

tents on fhore to erect for their own uſe.

Before our departure we alfo funk two

cafks, one of them on the north fhore

from the place of anchorage, a-breaſt of

the rock, which, we have already obſerv-

ed, is in the form of a tower. The other

cafk was funk on the fouth ſhore, two

miles and a half to the fouth fouth-west

of the Towerrock, and near a gentle de-

clivity, on which we erected a poft twelve

feet high from the ground, with a piece

of board nailed acroſs it by way ofmark.

AT length, having equipped the fhip

for fea, and received proper ballaft from

the fhore, the fignal was made for failing.

Our crew were greatly refreshed by the

provifion they had met with here, they

having
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having the flesh of the guanacoes, or Pe-

ruvian ſheep, ſerved three times a week,

which they found to be delicious food,

and this doubtless contributed greatly to

their continuing in a good ſtate of health,

as did all on board our confort, the Ta→

mer ; befides a perfect unanimity ſubſiſt-

ed between the officers and men of both

fhips, who had a continual intercourfe

with each other, whenever they had an

opportunity.

爨

WE left Port Defire on the 4th of De-

cember, and directed our courſe to the

fouthward of Pepys' Inland, laid down

in our charts in the latitude of 48 de-

grees fouth, and in the longitude of 64

degrees from the Meridian of London,

bearing eaft by fouth of Cape Blanco.

This iſland is faid to have been diſcovered

by Captain Cowley, who gave it that

name in honour of Samuel Pepys, Efq;

fecretary to James Duke of York, when

lord high admiral of England ; and who

pretended, that it had not only a good

harbour, in which a thouſand fhips might

fafely ride at anchor; but that it abound-

ed with fowl, and was extremely conve-

nient
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nient for wooding and watering : but af-

ter many unſucceſsful attempts to difco-

ver this iſland, in order to procure a freſh

fupply of wood and water, we had the

mortification to find, that all our endea-

yours were ineffectual ; wewere therefore

obliged to defift from the ſearch, being

firmly perfuaded of the impracticability

of finding any fuch place.

ON the twentieth we had little wind,

with thunder and lightning from the

fouth-weft but at four in the afternoon

we faw the extremity of the land of Cape

Fairweather, extending from fouth to

weft. We were then at the diſtance of

three leagues from the hore; when found-

ing, we found twenty-five fathoms water,

with ſoft ground, and the latitude of the

Cape to bein 51 degrees 30 minutes fouth.

Indeed we never ſteered above five or fix

miles from the ſhore, and in paffing be-

tween the laſt mentioned cape and Cape

Blanco, we had no foundings with

twenty-five fathoms of line. The coaſt

here appears in white cliffs, with level

bluff land, not unlike that about Dover

and the fouth Forelands.

G THE
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THE next day we faw Cape Virgin

Mary, from which we were five leagues

diftant, and alfo the land named Terra

del Fuego. We had very moderate and

fair weather all the morning, and at three

in the afternoon Cape Virgin Mary bore

north weft halfnorth two or three leagues .

About two leagues to the weftward, a

low neck of land runs off from the Cape ;

we approached it within two leagues,

without any danger, and at fix anchored

with the beft bower in fifteen fathoms

water, at which time the Cape bore north

half eaft feven miles.

AT three o'clock the next morning we

weighed, and making fail, at fix the ex-

tremes of Terra del Fuego appeared, ex-

tending from the fouth-eaft by fouth, to

the fouth-weft by fouth, at four or five

leagues diſtance. At eight we difcovered

a good deal of fmoák iffuing from diffe-

rent quarters, and, on our nearer ap-

proach, could plainly perceive a number

of people on horfeback. At ten we an-

chored in fourteen fathoms on the north

fhore, and faw Cape Virgin Mary, which

appeared over the low neck of land to the

eaft
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eaft north-eaſt, and Point Poffeffion to the

weft by fouth. We were then about a

mile from the land, and no fooner came

to an anchor, than the people on ſhore

hallowed to us, and moved their hands

on which we immediately hoiſted out all

our boats, which we manned and armed.

;

ON our first approaching the coaſt,

evident figns of fear appeared among thoſe

in the boat, on feeing men of fuch

enormous fize, while fome, perhaps to

encourage the reft, obferved, that thoſe

gigantic people were as much ſurpriſed at

the fight of our mufkets, as we were at

feeing them, though it is highly proba-

ble they did not know their uſe, and had

never heard the report of a gun. But

this was fufficient to remind us, that our

fire arms gave us an advantage much fu-

perior to that derived from height of

ftature and perſonal ſtrength . When we

had rowed within twenty yards of the

ſhore, we lay on our oars, and obſerved

that great numbers of them furrounded

the beach, and by their countenances

feemed eagerly defirous of having us land .

After the moſt amicable figns which we

G 2 were
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were capable of underſtanding, or they of

giving, a fignal was made to them to re-

tire backwards ; and then the Commodore

and chief officers entered upon a short

confultation on the propriety of landing.

The first officer, fired with the thoughts of

making a full diſcovery in regard to theſe

Indians, who had been fo much the fub-

ject of converfation among the Engliſh,

made a motion to approach nearer and

jump on fhore ; but the Commodore ob-

jected to it, and would not fuffer any man

to go before himſelf.

As foon as the Indians had retreated

from the beach, which they had ſurround-

ed in fuch a manner, as to prevent any

perfon's landing, the Commodore with

great intrepidity leaped on fhore, fol-

lowed by his officers and men, whom he

drew up in a poſture of defence. Imme-

diately on our landing they came about us

to the number of two hundred or more,

looking at us with evident marks of fur-

prize, and fmiling, as it fhould feem, at

the great difproportion of our ftature .

AFTER many amicable figns, which

appeared equally agreeable to both par-

ties,
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ties, our Commodore, who had the pre-

caution to take with him on ſhore a great

number of trinkets, ſuch as ſtrings of

beads, ribbons, and the like, in order to

convince them of our amicable difpofi-

tion, diftributed them with great free-

dom, giving to each of them ſome, as

far as they went. The method he made

ufe of to facilitate the diftribution ofthem,

was bymaking the Indians fit down onthe

ground, that he might put the ſtrings of

beads, &c. round their necks ; and fuch

was their extraordinary fize, that in this

fituation they were almoſt as high as the

Commodore when ſtanding.

THEY were now fo delighted with

the different trinkets, which they had

an opportunity of viewing, as they

hung round their necks, and fell down.

before on their bofoms, that the Commo-

dore could ſcarcely reftrain them from

careffing him, particularly the women,

whoſe large and maſculine features cor-

refponded with the enormous fize of their

bodies. Their middle ftature ſeemed to

be about eight feet ; their extreme nine

and
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and upwards ; though we did not meaſure

them by any standard, and had reaſon to

believe them rather more than lefs.

"

T

THEIR cloathing confifted of the fkins

of guanacoes, or Peruvian fheep, which

reached from their fhoulders down to

their knees ; and their hair was long and

black, hanging down behind. The faces

of the women were painted moſt extra-

vagantly, and their ftature equally furpriz

ing with that of the men. We faw fome

of their infants in their mothers arms,

whofe features, confidering their age, bore

the fame proportion . Some of their wo-

men had collars on their necks, and brace-

lets on their arms ; but from whence they

could procure them was a fubject of won-

der, as from their great amazement at

first feeing us, we conjectured, that they

had never beheld any civilized beings be-

fore. It may, however, be concluded

from the accounts of Sir John Narbo-

rough, and others, who have taken notice

of thefe Indians, that they doubtless

change their fituation with the fun, ſpend-

ingthe fummer here, and in winter remov-

ing farther to the north, in order to enjoy

the
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the benefit of a milder climate. Hence

Sir John and others have related, that

they ſaw men of an uncommon fize, at

leaft eight or ten degrees more tothe north-

ward ; whence it may reafonably be con◄

jectured, that during one part of the year,

they may
have fome intercourfe with the

Indians , who border on fome of the Spa-

nith fettlements, and that from them they

might have purchaſed thefe ornaments .

+

3...7

100

THEIR language appeared to us to

be nothing more than a confuſed jargon,

without any mixture of the Spanish or

Portuguezę, the only European , tongues

of which it was poffible for them to ob-

tain any knowledge ; and with which it

is probable it would have been mixed,

had they any immediate intercourfe with

the Spaniards or Portugueze of South

America., Thefe people frequently looked

towards the fun with an air of adoration,

and made motions with their fingers,

in order to make us fenfible of any par-

ticular circumftance they wanted us to un-

derſtand. They appeared to be of an

amiable and friendly difpofition, and feem-

ed to live in great unanimity amongst

"

them-
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themſelves. After we had been with

them a ſhort time, they made figns for us

to go with them to the ſmoke which we

faw at a diſtance, and at the fame time

pointed to their mouths, as if they in-

tended to give us fome refreſhment : but

their number being at prefent greatly fu-

perior to ours, and it being not impro-

bable, that ſtill greater multitudes might

come upon us unawares from the inland

country, our Commodore, who was equal-

ly remarkable for his prudence and his

bravery, thought it not adviſeable to ven-

ture any farther from the water-fide.

By the obfervations we made from the

maſt-head, when we were at about three

or four miles diſtance, and from the ſmoke

we faw rifingfrom different quarters, theſe

Patagonians ſeemed to have no huts to

fecure them from the weather ; but to be

entirely expofed, without fo much as a tree

of a moderate growth to fhelter them.

Indeed the foil is in general fandy, and

the hills which are very high are inter-

ſperſed with vallies, that to all appearance

are barren, for we here found neither

water nor trees, but only a few fhrubs.

WE



ROUND THE WORLD. 49

We ought not to omit, that the great-

eft part of thoſe who furrounded us on

the ſhore, were, before our landing, on

horfeback ; but on feeing us make up to

them, they difmounted, and left their

horses at fome diſtance . Thefe horfes

feemed to be about fixteen hands high,

and very fwift ; but bore no proportion

to the fize of their riders, and feemed to

be butin a poor condition .

Ar length, after making ſigns that we

would depart, with the most plauſible

promifes, by our geftures, of return-

ing to them again from the fhip, we left

theſe Patagonian Indians, who were fo

diftreffed and afflicted at our leaving them,

that we heard their cries for a confidera-

ble time after.*

WE

* The following accounts given us of theſe extra-

ordinary people, we infert as fo many evidences in

corroboration of what our author has afferted . His

veracity, indeed, requires no aid among thofe who

have the pleaſure of his acquaintance ; but as his

name could not with propriety have been prefixed to

the title of this volume, we have been adviſed to give

the public what other informations could be obtained

refpecting fo extraordinary a phænomenon.

A gentleman,who was an officer in one of the

H fhips,
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WE weighed and fet fail at three in the

afternoon, and at eight anchored in twen-

ty-five fathoms water, at the diſtance of

three miles north north-eaft from Port

Poffeffion,

fhips, and on fhore at the fame time with our author,

has given us the following account.

" The Dolphin having entered 10 or 12 leagues

" intothe mouth of the ftreights of Magellan, the

" men on deck obferved thirty or forty people of an

" extraordinary ſtature, ſtanding on the beach of the

" continent, who looking attentively at them, made

" friendly figns, bywhich they feemed to invite them

" to come on fhore ; while others who ftood aloft,

" diſcovered with their glaffes a much greater num-

ber, about a mile farther up the country ; but

" afcribed their apparent fize to the fogginefs of the

" air. The fhip happening at this inftant to be be-

" calmed, the honourable Mr. Byron, thinking no

" time would be loft by going afhore, refolved to

land, in order to fee thefe Indians, and learn

" what he could of their manners ; he therefore or-

" dered a fix-oared boat for himſelf and officers ; and

❝ one of twelve oars to be filled with men and arms,

" as a fecurity, in cafe there ſhould be any attempt to

" furprize or injure him, or any of thoſe who went

" withhim ; tho' the people on ſhore did not feem to

" haveanythinglike an offenfive weaponamongthem.

" On the Commodore's landing, in company with

" his lieutenant, he made figns to the Indians, who

" were croudinground him, to retire, which they very

" readily did, to the diftance of 30 or 40 yards. He

" then, attended by his lieutenant, advanced towards

" them about 20 yards ; and their number was ſoon

" encreaſed to upwards of 500 men, women and

" children. Several civilities at this time paffed

on both fides, the Indians expreffing their joy and

fatisfaction, by finging uncouth fongs, fhaking

66

" hands,
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Poffeffion, in view of two remarkable

hummocks, which are diftinguiſhed by

the name of the Afs's Ears.

AT three in the morning we weigh-

ed, and failed with the wind at eaft,

fteer-

" hands, and fitting with looks of pleaſure, with

" their wives and children round the Commodore,

" who diſtributed among them ribbons and ſtrings of

" beads, with which they appeared extremely de-

" lighted. He tied necklaces round the necks of fe-

" veral of the women, who ſeemed to be from ſeven

" and a half to eight feet high ; but the men were

" forthe moft part about nine feet in height, and

" fome more. The Commodore himſelf meaſures

" full fix feet, and though he ſtood on tip-toe, he

" could but juft reach the crown of one of the Indi-

" ans heads, who was not, by far, the talleſt amongſt

" them. The men are well made, broad fet, and of

" prodigious ftrength. Both fexes are of a copper-

" colour, they have long black hair, and were cloth-

" ed with ſkins, which were faſtened about their

" necks by a thong ; the ſkins worn by the men be-

❝ing loofe ; but the women's girt cloſe with a kind

" of belt. Many of the men and women rode on

" horſes, which were about 15 hands and a half high,

" all ofthem aftride ; and theyhad among them fome

dogs, which had a picked fnout like a fox, and

"were nearly of the fize of a middling pointer.

'

" Thefe friendly people invited the Commodore,

" and all tbofe who were landed, to go with

" them up the country, fhewing a diftant ſmoke, and

pointing to their mouths, as if they intended to

" give us a repaft ; and in return, the Commodore

" invited the Indians to come on board, by pointing

" to his fhip ; but neither of them accepted of the

" others invitation ; and therefore having paffed two

" hours in an agreeable converfation, carried on

H 2 < wholly
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fteering fouth-weft by fouth two leagues,

when the water fhoaled to fix fathoms

and a half, we being then full three

leagues diſtance from the fhore ; but in

.

two

" wholly by figns, they parted with all the marks of

" friendship.

1

The country all around is fandy ; but diverfi-

* fied with ſmall hills, covered with a fhort coarſe

22 grafs, and with fhrubs, none of which, as Sir
ચૂંટ John Narborough has long before remarked, is

large enough to make the helve of a hatchet."

Another gentleman on board has given the editor

an account that exactly tallies with the above, with

thefe additional circumftances. That when they were

10 or 12 leagues within the ftreights, they faw thro'

their glaffes many people on fhore of a prodigious

fize : which extraordinary magnitude they thought to

be a deception, occafioned by the hazinefs of the air,

it being then fomewhat foggy ; but on coming near

the land they appeared of ftill greater bulk, and made

amicable figns to our people to come on fhore. That

whenthe fhip failed on to find a proper place of land→

ing, they made lamentations, as if they were afraid

our people were going off, and would not land. He

alfo fays, there were near 400 of them, and about

one third of the men on horfes not much larger than

ours; and that they rode with their knees up to the

horfe's withers, having no ftirrups. That there were

women, and many children, whom fome of our peo-

ple took in their arms and kiffed, which the Indians

beheld with much feeming fatisfaction.
That by

way of affection and efteem, they took his hand be-

tween theirs, and patted it ; and that fome of thoſe

he faw were ten feet high, well proportioned

and well featured ; their fkins were of a warm copper

colour, and they had neither offenfive nor defenfive.

weapons. He alfo fays, that they feemed particular-

ly pleafed with Lieutenant Cummins, on account of

his
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two or three cafts of the log line

it deepened to thirteen fathoms. After

which we ſteered fouth-weft by fouth two

leagues to the entrance of the firſt Nar-

row, as it is uſually called . This narrow

is about three miles over, and is the nar-

roweſt part of the ftreights : through it

a regular tide runs with great rapidity.

THE land is on each fide furrounded

with hills, and is a country entirely bar-

ren, without the appearance of a ſingle

tree ; yet we here faw great quantities of

fmoke rifing from different parts of the

fhore, and a number of Indians employ-

ed around it.

THE Course from the first narrow to

the found is fouth-west by weſt, about

eight leagues. The land on each fide is

of a moderate height, and rather higheſt

his ftature, he being fix feet two inches high, and

that fome of them patted him on the fhoulder, but.

their hands fell with fuch force, that it affected his

whole frame. i

In fine, another officer ofthe fquadron , who com-

municated an account of thefe extraordinary people

to the Royal Society, in a paper which that learned

body has referved for publication, gives the ſame

account with thefe additional circumftances : that

they all appeared to be very fagacious, easily under-

ftood the fignals or intimations which our people

made to them, and behaved with great complacency

and good nature.

on



54
A VOYAGE

on the north fhore, but runs low towards

the fecond narrow. On founding from

the firft narrow to the fecond, we found

from twenty to twenty-five fathoms, with

good anchorage ; and it was there about

feven leagues from the north fhore to the

iſland of Terra del Fuego.

AT the entrance, or east end of the

fecond narrow, lies Cape Gregory, which

is a white cliff of a moderate height, and

a little to the northward of it is a fandy

bay, in which you may ride in eight fa-

thoms water, with very good anchorage.

On being a-breaft of Cape Gregory, we

fteered fouth-weft half weft, five leagues

through the fecond narrow, having a

depth of water from twenty to twenty-

five fathoms, and afterwards fteered three

leagues fouth for Elizabeth's Iſland. At

the weft end of the fecond narrow on

the fouth fhore, is a white headland, call-

ed Sweepſtakes Foreland. It muſt be

obferved, that in ſteering from Point Pof-.

feffion to the firft narrow, we found the

flood fet to the fouthward, and ebb to the

north-weſt ; but in paffing through the

firft narrow, the flood fet ftrong over to

the
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the north fhore . When on the fhoal of

fix fathoms and a half, the Afs's Ears

bore north-west by weft half north, three

leagues ; and the north point of the firſt

narrow five or fix miles. Between the

firft and ſecond narrows the flood fets to

the ſouth-weſt, and the ebb to the north-

east ; but being paft the fecond narrow,

the courſe with a leading wind is fouth

by eaſt three leagues between St. Bartho-

lomew's and Elizabeth's Iſlands, where

the channel is one mile and a half over.

The flood ſets through to the fouthward

with great vehemence and rapidity, fo

that when near, it appears like breakers,

and the tide round the iſlands fets different

ways.

ON the twenty-third we had very mo-

derate hazy weather, with intervals of

fresh breezes, and at three in the after-

noon we anchored in Elizabeth's road,

Sweepſtakes Foreland bearing north-eaſt

three leagues, Saint Bartholemew's iſland

eaſt ſouth-eaſt, and the extreme of Eli-

zabeth's iſland fouth fouth-east one mile..

THE next morning we fent the boat to

found between Elizabeth's and St. Bar-

tholomew's
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tholomew's iſlands, and found it a very

good channel, with very deep water.

On this occafion we ſaw a number of In-

dians , that hallowed to us from Eliza-

beth's inland. Both the men and women

were of the middle fize, well made, and

with ſmooth black hair : they appear to

be of an olive coloured complexion, but

rendered more red than they are natural-

ly, by rubbing a red earth mixed with

greaſe all over their bodies. They are

very active and fwift of foot. Their

cloathing conſiſts of the ſkins of ſeals,

otters and guanacoes, fewed together in

a piece about four feet fquare, and wrap-

ped round their bodies. They have like-

wife a cap made of the fkins of fowls

with the feathers on, and on their feet

pieces of ſkin to anſwer the purpoſe of

fhoes : befides fome of the women have

a piece of ſkin faſtened round their waist.

The women however had no caps, and

were alſo diſtinguiſhed by wearing a kind

of necklace formed of fhells.

ſeveral of the men had nothing wrap-

ped round their bodies, but appeared

entirely naked.

Yet

AT
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Ar eight we weighed with the wind

at fouth fouth-eaft, and worked between

the iſlands, and at ten St. George's Iſland

bore north-east two leagues, without any

founding at thirty-two fathoms water.

We obferved, that the courſe from St.

Bartholomew's, to the place where we

now caft anchor, is fouth fouth-weſt.

THE fame weather continued on the

twenty-fourth, and at fix in the after-

noon, the fignal being made, we weighed,

fteering five miles along the fhore . At

about one mile diftance we found very

regular foundings, between feven and

twelve fathoms water, with good ancho-

rage; and at ten o'clock anchored in

thirteen fathoms in Sandy Point, fouth

by eaft three or four miles. This is a

low and very fandy flip of land that

runs level with the furface of the water.

Along the fide of the fhore is a great

quantity of fire wood, and many rivulets

that flow from the mountains. It is ob-

fervable, that this is the first part of the

ftreights in which there was any ap-

pearance of a plantation of trees ; all the

preceding parts which we paffed being

entirelyI



58
A VOY

AGE

entirely deſtitute of wood, and affording

no other proſpect but that of rocks and

fand. With reſpect to its fituation, it

muſt be obſerved, that Porpus Point

bears north north-weft three leagues, and

St. George's iſland north - east four leagues.

Along the fide of the ſhore the flood fets`

to the fouthward, and flows at the full

and change at ten o'clock.

AT eight the next morning we weigh-

ed and worked two miles to the fouth--

ward, when we caft anchor in Sandy Bay,

in ten fathoms water, Sandy Point bear-

ing fouth east by eaft, one mile and a

half, and St. George's ifland north north-

eaſt fix leagues . The fame day we ſent

the boat to throw the fean, and in three

hours caught a great quantity of fiſh of

an extraordinary fize. In this bay is a

1

爨

rivulet of freſh water, but the ſhore be-

ing flat a full half mile from it, makes it

fomewhat difficult to get at it.. By a

good obſervation we found the latitude to

be 53 degrees 15 minutes fouth.

WE weighed on the 26th at eight in

the morning, with little wind, ſteering

fouth by eaſt along the fide of the ſhore

between
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between two and three miles, but had no

founding with a line of forty fathoms. In

this part of the year every thing here is

in the greateſt perfection, with reſpect to

the appearance of the trees, and the ver-

dure of the lands, which in different

places afford a moft enchanting profpect ;

and many parts of the fhore have paf-

ture for the ſheep or cows, which in ſuch

long voyages are generally on board. At

this time of the year the fun is ſeven-

teen hours above the horizon, theſe places

being fituated nearly at the ſame diſtance

from the equator, as the middle part of

Great Britain, only one to the fouth, and

the otherto the north. In failing toward

the fouth pole, you find the fame altera-

tion as in ſteering towards the north, till

you run between fixty and ſeventy de-

grees, when the westerly winds general-

ly prevailing in the fouthern ocean, and

blowing very furiouſly in the months of

April, May, June, July, Auguſt and

September, there is no probability of be-

ing able to fail round the Cape in thoſe

months ; for which reafon fhips feldom

attemptI 2
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attempt it, but in the proper ſeaſon of the

year.

ON the twenty- eighth we had but lit-

tle wind, it being almoſt a calm, we there-

fore caft anchor at three in the afternoon

in eighteen fathoms water, Sandy Point

bearing north north-weft three leagues,

and the fouth point of Fresh Water bay,

fouth fouth-east half eaſt, two miles. At

fix we weighed, and at eleven anchored

in thirty-two fathoms, Sandy Point be-

ing north north by weft half weſt, four

or five leagues, and on failing two miles

from the fhore found no founding with

fifty fathoms of line. The tide here runs

very flow, but rifes confiderably by the

fhore, where we obferved it to flow fix-

teen feet. The land here is diverfified

with woods, and abounds with water in

fome parts it riſes very high, and is in

many places covered with perpetual fnow.

Ar eight the next morning we weigh-

ed, and fteared to the fouth fouth- eaft for

Port Famine, and at noon St. Ann's Point

bore ſouth by eaſt half eaſt three leagues.

About four or five miles to the northward

of St. Ann's Point, which is the moſt

northern point of Port Famine, a reef of

rocks
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rocks runs off about two miles from the

fhore, ftretching fouth-east by eaſt from

the point : but on coming near it the water

fhoals by degrees. The courſe from San-

dy Point to St. Ann's is fouth fouth-eaft

twelve leagues, about the middle of which

is Fresh Water Bay. It must be obferv

ed, that St. Ann's Point is very ſteep,

and no foundings can be found till you'

come very near it. Thoſe who intend to

fteer to Port Famine, ought to take great

care in ſtanding in, eſpecially if they pro-

ceed fo far to the fouthward as Sedger ri-

ver ; becauſe about a mile from the ſhore,

the water fhoals at once from thirty fa-

thoms, to twenty-five, twelve, and about

two cables length, and at low water has

no more than nine feet. If you proceed

cloſe round St. Ann's Point you foon get

foundings, but then hoal them very

faft, whence it is attended with great

danger to approach nearer than ſeven or

eight fathoms, where good anchorage is

to be found. The inner part of the bay

is very flat, and the ftreights are here

narrow, they not being above four leagues

over.

you

IN
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In this part of Port Famine may be

found a confiderable quantity of excel-

lent wood, either green or dry, the latter

lying along the fhore on both fides the

ftreights, which are almoſt covered with

the trees, that having grown on the

banks, have been blown down by the

high winds. Theſe trees are ſomewhat

like our birch, but are of fo confiderable

a fize, that the trunks of fome of them

are two feet and a half in diameter, and

fixty feet in length. Many of theſe we

cut down for our carpenters uſe, and

found that, when properly dried, they were

very ſerviceable, though not fit for maſts.

THE fame weather continuing as be-

fore, we anchored in the bay at five in

the afternoon in feven fathoms water,

muddy ground : when brought up, St.

Ann's Point bore eaſt by north one mile :

the entrance of the river Sedger, we

found to lie two miles and a half to the

fouth three quarters weft, and a point

running out at a distance, which is the

ſouthermoſt point of the continent of A-

merica, bearing fouth by eaſt, three leagues

and a half. Befides thefe, on the fide of

Terra
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Terra del Fuego is Snow-Hill Point,

which lies five leagues to the fouth ſouth--

caft, while the bottom of the bay of Port

Famine is a mile and a half to the weft.

DURING our stay here our men were

employed onfhore in wooding and water-

ing in the river Sedger, which diſcharges

itſelf into the bay. This river is about

half a cable's length broad at the en-

trance, and is juft navigable for boats. In

going into it we met with two flats, one

on the larboard fide, and the other on the

ſtarboard, which we diſcovered at half

ebb; theſe render it fomewhat difficult

to go up the river, except after half flood,

when it may be navigated with great

pleaſure, by keeping in the middle of the

channel. About two miles up the river

it is not above thirty yards over, at which

place we had the pleaſure to find, on the

ſtarboard fide; a fine gravelly fteep beach,

fo that the boats had the convenience of

coming along fide of it, in order to re-

ceive the water in cafks, which we found,

to our great fatisfaction, to be excellent."

THIS river has perhaps as beautiful

an appearance as it is poffible for the7

I

#

moft

A
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moſt luxuriant fancy to conceive.

agreeable windings are happily diverſifi

ed ; and on each fide is a fine grove of

ſtately trees, which on each fide hang

their lofty heads over the river, and form

a pleaſing ſhade. To complete this de-

lightful fpot, the wild notes of different

kinds of birds are heard on all fides, and

the aromatic .fmell of the various forts of

flowers, which are feen along its banks,

feem to unite in gratifying the fenfes of

the enchanted ftranger. Such are the

charms which nature has laviſhed on a

fpot, where a few Indians alone can be

hold its beauties, while they are proba

bly infenfible of thoſe attracting ſcenes,

which perſons of the most improved taſte

might contemplate with no inconfidera-

ble pleaſure.

•

AMONG the trees are many whofe

trunks are forty inches in diameter, with

large green leaves refembling thofe of our

bay-trees. The rind is grey on the out-

fide and pretty thick. This is the true

Winter's bark, a name which it obtained

from its being brought in the year 1767,

from the ftreights of Magellan, by Mr.

William
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William Winter. This bark, on being

taken off the tree and dried, turns to the

colour of chocolate. It has an acrid,

burning, pungent tafte, and is eſteemed

an excellent remedy against the fcurvy.

The bark itſelf is extremely fragrant, and

the tree, when ftanding, has a ſtrong aro-

matic fmell. We frequently made ufe

of the bark on board our fhip in pies,

inftead of spice, and being fteeped in

water it gives it a very agreeable flavour.

Thefe trees are likewife found in the

woods, in many other places in the

ftreights, and alfo on the east and weft

coafts of Patagonia.

THE land in the woods in fome places

confifts of gravel, in others of fand, and

in others of a good brown earth ; but

old fallen trees and underwood obftruct

the paffage through them . Theſe woods

near the fhore extend up the fides of

very high hills ; but the mountains far-

ther within land, rife much higher, and

their barren ragged fummits covered with

fnow, are ſeen peeping over the hills

next the ſhore. Indeed, the land on

each fide the ſhore, rifes to a great height,

K
particu
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particularly on the iſland of Terra del

Fuego, on the fouth fide the ftreights,

where there are high barren rocks cover-

ed with everlaſting fnow. Theſe have a

black dreary aſpect, and muſt have a con-

fiderable influence on the air, which they

render cold and moift. This evidently

appeared even while we were there, tho'

this was their midfummer, when every

thing muſt naturally be in the higheſt

perfection. For though the weather,

when the fun fhone out, was very warm,

yet it was unfettled, and we had fre-

quently heavy rain and thick fogs.

DURING our ftay at Port Famine *,

our chief provifion was fifh, of which

there was the greateſt plenty, particular-

ly of mullets and ſmelts, both of an un-

common fize, which were caught in ſuch

numbers, as to fupply our men three

times a week. We ought not to omit

that

* It cannot be improper to mention here, that this

port obtained its name from a party of Spaniards,

who had planted a colony on the fhore ; but for

want of a regular ſupply of proviſions, were ſtarved

to death. There are ftill to be feen fome, remains

of buildings, though they are now almoſt covered

with earth.
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that we here ſaw many Indian huts, built

with fmall branches of trees, and cover-

ed with leaves and mud.

WE began the new year in Port Fa-

mine, where we enjoyed every bleffing,

which after fo long a voyage we had rea-

fon to expect. We had fiſh, wood, and

water, in abundance : both our ſhip, and

the Tamer, were in good condition, and

the ſucceſs of our voyage, with the con-

tinued kindneſs and engaging behaviour

of our Commodore, kept our men in

great ſpirits. After compleating our ſhip

for failing, and providing every neceffary

we found wanting, we weighed on the

fourth ofJanuary, 1765, and fet fail from

Port Famine, ſtanding over to the iſland

of Terra del Fuego, where we faw great

quantities of ſmoke rifing from different

quarters, which we fuppofed to be raiſ-

ed by different parties of Indians .

THE next day at two in the afternoon,

we proceeded to the eastward with a fine

gale at fouth-weft ; and at four o'clock

came a-breaſt of St. George's Ifland, and

at nine the fame day paffed the eaſt end

of the firft narrow ; but the tide of flood

K 2 fet-
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fetting ftrong to the ſouthward, drove the

fhip directly towards the fouth fhore,

which had like to have proved of fatal

confequence to the fhip, for as we were

cloſe under a very high rocky cliff in fif-

ty fathoms water, in cafe of a fudden

fquall of wind, we muſt all have been

inevitably loft. However, we at length

found a place, where we caft anchor and

rode in fafety.

•

THE next day at one in the morning

we weighed, and had a pleaſant breeze

with the tide of ebb ; but this breeze

foon abating, the tide ſet the ſhip to the

north-west ; and at five the ſhip took the

ground on a bank of fifteen feet, which

reduced us to no fmall extremity ; but

fortunately in about half an hour, ſhe

fwung by the force of the tide into deep-

er water. During this time the Afs's Ears

bore north-weft five miles ; the entrance

of the firft narrow, fouth-weſt four or

five miles, and Point Poffeffion north- eaft

by north four leagues.

WE now got our boats out, and tow-

ed the ſhip into the deepeſt water in the

fouth channel ; by which means we an

chored
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chored in fourteen fathoms, the tide of

flood making ftrong againſt us ; and then

being for the diſtance of half a mile

round us encompaffed with fhoals, that

had only eight feet water, we ſent out

our boat to found, in order to find a chan-

nel ; and after being diſappointed more

than once, we at ſeven weighed for the

laft time, and left the coaft.

On the eighth ofJanuary we had ſtrong

gales from the weftward, and in the fore-

noon a moft violent fquall of wind which

fprung our main-maft ; but that was foon

fecured by our carpenters again fiſhing it,

and fecuring it with ropes .

No remarkable occurrence happened,

till on the thirteenth of January we eſpied

land, which appeared to be a confiderable

number of iſlands near each other, ſome

of them feeming very low, and almoſt

even with the furface of the water. The

fecond day after, at three in the morning,

we ftood in towards the land, and hoifted

out our boats to found. Theſe were gone

till noon, when they returned, with the

agreeable news of their having found a

fine convenient bay, entirely fecure from

the
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the fury of the winds, with its entrance

lying to the northward. The land is on

each fide very high, and the entrance,

which is half a mile broad, not in the

leaſt dangerous, there being nothing to

obſtruct the paffage, the depth being from

feven to thirteen fathoms, with muddy

ground.

THE fhore of this bay is not encom-

paffed by funk rocks or fands ; nor is

there the leaſt danger in approaching it.

In paffing on the ſtarboard fide many fine

fmall bays and harbours open to theview,

and to the third of thefe, we gave the

name of Port Egmont, in honour of the

right honourable the earl of Egmont, then

firſt lord of the Admiralty, under whofe

direction this voyage was originally un-

dertaken. This harbour is fo commodi-

ous, that it is proper to give a particular

deſcription of it.

PORT EGMONT is furrounded by a

range of iſlands, perfectly disjoined, and

each placed in a convenient and agreeable

fituation. There are three different paf-

ſages into this port, one from the fouth-

weft, another from the north- east, and

the
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the third from the fouth-eaft ; and this

laft we found capable of receiving a ſhip

of the greateſt burthen. This harbour is

of fuch extent, as to be able to receive the

whole royal navy of England, which

might lie here in the greateſt ſecurity.

As the adjacent country has all the

requifites for a convenient fettlement, it

is probable, that was it added to the crown

of Great Britain, it would in time become

a moſt flouriſhing ſpot. There are here

many caſcades of water, which are fo con-

veniently fituated, that by bringing caſks

along fide the fhore, many of them may

be filled at once. One inconvenience ,

however, attends this place, which is,

that there are no trees ; but this is of

ſmall conſequence ; for in the proper ſea-

fon of the year, young trees might easily

be brought through the ftreights of Ma-

gellan, to theſe iſlands, where there is no

doubt but they would grow and profper.

Indeed, we were fully convinced from our

own experience, that they were fit for

fuch plantations ; for, on our first arrival,

we had fowed many feeds, ſuch as thoſe

of turnips, radiſhes, lettuces, &c. and

before
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before we left the harbour, many ofthem

began to ſpring up very faſt, and we have

fince heard, that fome perfons, who ar

rived there after our departure, eat of

thofe roots and falad. It muſt however

be acknowledged, that the wheat which

we alſo fowed there being put into the

ground at an improper feaſon, though it

fprang up, did not come to its proper

perfection. This we knew from a per-

fon who lately came from thence in one

of his Majesty's fhips of war.
This paf-

ture ground is ſo rich, that the graſs roſe

as high as our breaſts ; which rendered it

very troubleſome walking : we however

cut down great quantities of it, and dried

it for the ufe of our ſheep.

INDEED it may be fairly conjectured,

that if the country was properly examin-

ed, many valuable difcoveries might be

made with refpect to its vegetables and

minerals for upon a flight examination

of the hills we found a kind of iron ore,

and had ſome reaſon to believe, that if a

more exact ſerutiny was made, other ores

might be found of greater value.

:

ON
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ON our firſt going on fhore in the boats,

the water-fide was entirely covered on

every fide with different kinds of fowl,

of very beautiful colours, and fo tame,

that in less than half an hour we knock-

ed down as many as we could conveni--

ently carry away in our boats ; particu--

larly white and painted geefe, a great

number of pengwins, cape hens, and

other fowl. Thoſe to which we gave the

name of painted geeſe, were exactly of

the fize of ours, only of a different co-

lour, having a ring of green feathers on

the body, and fpots on different parts,

with yellow legs. A ftranger would

fcarcely forbear fmiling at feeing our ſhip,

at this juncture ; for never was any poul-

terer's ſhop in Leadenhall market ſo plen-

tifully fupplied with fowl, and the ment

in every part were bufily employed in

picking them. As by experience we found

that they had a ſtrong taſte, from their

feeding upon fea-weeds, fmall fiſh, and

particularly limpits, ofwhich there is great

plenty as large as oyſters ; we found out

a new method of dreffing them, which

rendered even theſe fowl extremely palat¬

L able;
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able ; fo that we had as much provifions,

and that of the niceft fort, as we could

defire. The method we purfued, was

by cutting them into pieces over night,

and letting them lie in falt water till the

next day ; that after their being thus

purged by lying in foak, we might the

next morning, with a fufficient quantity

of flour, make them into pies.

BESIDES thefe fowl we met with a

prodigious quantity of ducks, fnipes, teal

plover, ſmall birds, and freſh water geefe,

which laft, living entirely by the freſh

ponds, have a moft delicious taſte, and are

not inferior to thoſe we are accuſtomed

to eat in England . Theſe laſt are entire-

ly white, except their legs. We very

frequently ſent two men in ſearch of them ,

who were fure to bring home half a dozen

if not more, which they found by their

weight to be a fufficient load, as they

were not a little encumbered by the height ,

of the graſs .

We alſo found a great number offeals,

fome of them very large, and ſeveral of

our men were employed on fhore, at a

place we called Bubblers Bay, from the

number
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number of thofe creatures we killed for

their oil ; for when boiled they produced

a fufficient quantity of it for the ſhip's

company to burn in lamps, while the

men preſerved their ſkins for waiſtcoats,

and various other uſes. We were not

furprized at meeting with fuch quantities

of feals , when we afterwards found that

they had ſometimes eighteen or more at a

litter.

ON the north fide of the harbour is

the principal iſland, to which we chiefly

went on shore, on account of its fituation,

and the fine profpect it afforded from a

prodigious high hill, which cannot be af-

cended without difficulty ; but on reach-

ing to the top, the great fatigue of af-

cending it is fully recompenfed, by the

delightful view it commands of the fhips

at anchor, with every part of the har-

bour; ofthe three paffages into Port Eg-

mont, the fea which furrounds you on

every fide, and all the adjacent iflands,

which are upwards of fifty fmall and

great, all ofwhich appeared covered with

verdure.

•

L' 2 ON
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ON the twenty-third of January, the

Commodore, with the Captains of the

Dolphin and Tamer, and the principal

officers, went on fhore to the above iſland,

where the Union Jack was erected on

a high ftaff, and being fpread, the Com-

modore named the whole his Majeſty's

ifles, which he claimed for the crown of

Great Britain, his heirs and fucceffors.

The colours were no fooner ſpread, than

a falute was fired from the fhip. They

were very merry on the occafion, a large

bowl of arrack punch being carried on

hore, out of which they drank, among

feveral loyal toafts, fuccefs to the difco-

very of fo fine a harbour. This evening

our ſmith came on board, he having been

einployed on fhore, in making and re-

pairing iron work for the uſe of the ſhip.

•

1. AFTER having compleated our water-

ing, furveyed the harbour, and provided

every thing neceffary for our departure,

we left Port Egmont, on Sunday the 27th,

and failed within fight of the land, nam-

ing the headlands, till we came to the

fouth-eaft point. Theſe iſlands lie in the

latitude of fifty-one degrees twenty-two

minutes

睿



ROUND THE WORLD. 77

minutes fouth, and in fixty-fix degrees

ten minutes weft longitude. They ex-

tend upwards of forty-two leagues from

east to west, and about five or fix from

north to fouth. However, it muſt be

remembered, that this may not be the

exact breadth of them, as we failed only

to the northward and eastward, and did

not attempt to go weft or fouth, for fear

of the heavy gales which are fo frequent

in thoſe ſeas.

IT will not be improper here to take

notice, that as in moſt of the charts of

Patagonia, an iſland is defcribed by the

name of Pepys ifland, as hath been alrea-

dy mentioned *, where travellers have aſ-

ferted, that they have feen trees in abun-

dance, and many rills of water ; but that

after ſeveral attempts in the latitude

where it was faid to be difcovered , no

iſland nor any foundings could be found :

in juftice to the pretended difcoverers

of that and other imaginary iflands , we

ought to obferve, that they had probably

no intention to deceive ; for on this coaft,

where you meet with frequent gales of

wind,

* See page 40.
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wind, and thick foggy weather, we

found the banks of fogs were apt to de-

ceive even an accurate obferver, and make

him miſtake them for land . Thus we-

ourfelves have frequently imagined, that

we faw land very near ; but fuddenly

a breeze of wind ſpringing up, our fup-

pofed land difappeared, though we did

not think ourſelves above a league and a

half from it, and convinced us of our

great miſtake, by opening to our view an

unbounded profpect . So eaſily does the

mind of man, when fet on one particular

object, form to itfelf chimerical notions

of its darling purfuit, and when harraffed,

as we will fuppofe, by the diftreffes that

frequently attend an enterprize of this

nature, make an imaginary difcovery of

land, where nothing but a thick fog, and

a vaft extent of fea are to be found.

On the fifth of February, at one in the

afternoon, we made the coaft of Patago-

nia, bearing fouth-weft by fouth, fix or

ſeven leagues diſtance . At two we paſſed

by Pengwin Iſland, and at three ſtanding

towards the harbour of Port Defire,

which was at about two leagues diſtance,

with
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with a freſh gale at north north-weſt, we,

to our great fatisfaction, difcovered the

Florida ſtoreſhip, which had been fitted

at Deptford, and had on board a great

quantity of new-baked bread, packed in

new cafks, intended for water ; beſides

brandy, flour, beef, and all fuch provi-

fions and ftores for the ufe of our two

fhips. This veffel, whoſe arrival was ſo

neceffary for the profecution of our voy-

age, was diſpatched by the lords of the

Admiralty, with as much fecrecy as the

Dolphin, with refpect to the ignorance

of the men on board as to their place of

deftination . When fhe firft failed from

Deptford fhe was fitted out for Florida,

nor did the mafter know, till he arrived

at the fouthward of the line, that he was

ordered to recruit the Commodore's vef-

fels .

AT half an hour after three in the af-

ternoon we came to an anchor off the

harbour of Port Defire, in nine fathoms

water, at about two miles diftance from

the fhore. We had for ſome time paſt

been fomewhat uneafy, concluding that

this fhip had probably met with ſome ac-

cident
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cident that had obliged her to return : but

her appearance agreeably removed all the

anxiety we had felt from this groundleſs

conjecture ; and indeed it was very happy

for us, that we fell in with her at this

juncture, which was the more feaſonable,

as for fome time we had been reduced to

a ſhort allowance of ſome kinds of provi-

fions, which ſhe was able to fupply us

with ; and indeed if this had not been

the cafe, a worſe conſequence muſt have

enfued, namely, that of being obliged to

fteer to the Cape of Good Hope, in order

to purchaſe provifions, and confequently

lofing our voyage ; as by this delay it

would be too late for us to attempt a paf-

fage intothe South Sea, either by paffing

the ftreights of Magellan, or doubling

Cape Horn, confequently an end would

be put to all our diſcoveries, and the ex-

pence of fitting us out be thrown away.

AT four in the afternoon, the maſter

of the ftorefhip came on board the Dol-

phin, bringing a packet from the lords

of the Admiralty to the Commodore. This

perſon was a midſhipman in his Majeſty's

fervice, and was to have a commiffion

given
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given him, as foon ashe found the Com-

modore. He had likewife been feveral

days in fearch of Pepys' Ifland ; but was

like us obliged to defift, and having crof-

fed the latitude in which it was fuppofed

to lie, had met with a ftorm, which had

greatly damaged his mafts and fails. In

the evening the maſter of the Florida left

the Dolphin, and by order of the Com-

modore, our carpenters attended him on

board his own fhip, to repair the damages

fhe had fuftained .

K

ON the eighth, having completed our

reſpective ſhips, the Commodore thought

proper to leave this port, as by the rapi-

dity of the tide the boats could have lit-

tle or no communication with the ſtore-

fhip; it was therefore refolved to fail

back to the eastward, and take in our

ftores at one of the ports we had before

vifited. But to our great furprize, in the

morning of the fecond day after we left

the harbour, in company with the Tamer

and ſtorefhip, we difcovered a ſtrange fail,

which indeed put us into no fmall con-

fternation. The Commodore was inclin-

ed to believe, that this fhip was a Spanish

1.

M man
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man of war of the line, who having got-

ten intelligence of our voyage, was come

to intercept us ; and in confequence of

that furmiſe boldly gave orders, that all

on board the Dolphin and Tamer ſhould

prepare to give her a warm reception, by

firing all our guns, and then boarding

her from both ſhips ; but while we were

bringing to and waiting for her, we found

it grew dark, and we foon loft fight of

her, till the next morning, when we ſaw

her at anchor at three leagues diſtance,

and therefore continued failing towards

Port Famine ; we however found that ſhe

ftill followed us, though at a great diſ-

tance, and even came to an anchor when

we did.

ON the twentieth we were chiefly em-

ployed in getting up our guns, we hav-

ing only four upon deck, which had

been uſed for ſignals, the reſt having for a

confiderable time before lain in the hold ;

we foon however got fourteen upon the

deck, and then came to an anchor, hav-

ing the Tamer aftern, with a fpring on

our cable, and that we might give her as

warm a reception as poffible, we removed

4

all
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all our guns to one fide, pointing to the

place where the veſſel muſt paſs.

THUS bufily were we employed in

taking all the meaſures prudence could

fuggeft to defend us from an imaginary

danger ; when an unlucky accident, which

happened to the ſtoreſhip, ſhewed that we

had nothing to fear, and that the veſſel

against which we were arming ourſelves

ought not to be confidered as an enemy :

for while the ftorefhip was working to

the windward, fhe took the fhore, on a

bank about two leagues from our ſhip.

About the fame time the ftrange ſhip

came up with her, and upon feeing her

diſtreſs, caft anchor, and immediate-

ly began to hoift out her boats to give

her affiftance : but before they had come

to the ſtoreſhip, our own boats had board-

ed her, and the commanding officer had

received orders not to let them come on

board; but to thank them in the politeſt

manner for their intended affiftance.

afterwards found this to be a French vef-

fel, and having no guns that we could

ſee, ſuppoſed it to be a merchantman,

who had come to thofe parts for wood

M 2

We

and
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got

and water. The ftoreship, however, foon

into deep water, and joining us, we

on the nineteenth got into Port Famine,

where we moored our ſhips.

DURING our ſtay in this port, we were

principally employed in receiving provi

fions from the ſtorefhip, and in compleat-

ing our wood and water. Finding, or

the twenty-fifth, that both the hips had

received as much ftores and provifions as

they could poffibly ftow, the Commodore

fent home the draughts of all the places

he had cauſed to be taken, by the ſtored

fhip, with expreſs orders, that if they

were in any danger of being boarded and

examined by any foreign fhips or veffels,

their first care fhould be to throw the

plans and pacquets into the fea. At tak-

ing our leave of the ſtoreſhip, our boat-

fwain, and all that were fick on "board

the Dolphin and Tamer, obtained leave

to return in her to England ; the Com-

modore in the mean time openly declar-

ing to the men in general, that if any

of them were averfe to proceeding on the

voyage, they had free liberty to return :

1. Can



ROUND THE WORLD. 85

an offer which only one of our men ac-

cepted.

On the twenty-fixth we weighed from

Port Famine, leaving the ftoreship to pro-

ceed for England, and fetting fail, ſtood

out of the bay to the fouthward point ;

St. Ann's bearing north-west by north two

leagues ; Point Shutup fouth by weſt two

leagues, and Cape Forward north-weſt

half weft three leagues. We now difco-

vered the French fhip lying at anchor in

a ſmall bay, fix miles to the westward

of Point Shutup, with her yards and top-

mafts ftruck. At eight we brought to,

with the ſhip's head to the northward, and

cloſe reefed the top-fails, Cape Forward

bearing north two miles.

AT four the next morning we failed,

having firſt ſent the boat to found cloſe to

Cape Forward, when there were found a

hundred fathoms water, at half a cable's

length from the rocks. At eleven we

worked to the windward between Cape

Forward and Cape Holland ; and at half

an hour paft five, anchored in nine

fathoms water, Cape Forward bearing

caſt half ſouth, fix miles ; and a ſmall

fland
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iſland weſt by fouth half ſouth, one mile.

The ſtreights are here four leagues broad,

the land on each fide rifes in very high

mountains, which are for the moſt part

covered with fnow. At fix in the after-

noon we weighed, ftanding to the weft-

ward. At eight Cape Forward bore eaſt

north-east half eaft, three leagues ; and

Cape Holland weft by north, two leagues.

At ten Cape Holland bore eaſt north-eaſt,

two leagues, and Cape Gallant weſt half

north, feven leagues.

ON our being a-breaft Cape Forward,

which is the fouthermoſt part of the con-

tinent of America, and in fifty-four de-

grees feven minutes fouth latitude, we

met with exceffive ftrong gales from the

weft north-weft, which blew with fuch

violence, that we were driven three leagues

to the eastward, where we caft anchor on

the top of a rock in thirteen fathoms and

a half water, a cable length from the

bay but foon after we parted, or rather

ftarted our ſtream anchor, and fell off the

rock : it was very dark, and the ſhip ſtill

kept driving with a whole cable out, and

was in the greateſt danger of being loft ;

however,
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however, at four in the morning, we let

go both bowers in feventeen fathoms wa-

ter. The wind ftill continued to blow

very hard, and the ſhip was fo near the

rocks, that the boats could but juſt keep

clear of the furf of the fhore. However,

that Providence which had hitherto at-

tended us, ftill continued our friend,

and preſerved us from the threatened de-

ftruction ; for the next morning we hove

in the cable of our ftream anchor ; but

found both the flukes of the anchor

broke ; and it being by this means ren-

dered uſeleſs, it was thrown over board..

*

Soon after we weighed both ourbow-

ers, and unfurling our fails, we ſteered

from the north fhore, and were now at-

tended with light gales and fair weather.

In paffing along the coaft we fawaſmoke,

and ſoon after diſcovered a great number

of Indians in detached parties, fome of

whom, on feeing us, put their canoes in-

to the water, and made towards our ſhip.

When they came within muſket ſhot,

they began a moſt hideous ſhouting, on

which we hallowed to them, and waved

our hands as a fignal for them to come on

board
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board us, which, after many perfuafive

figns on our fide, they did. On their first

entering the ſhip, they furveyed it round

with no fmall aftonishment, as if they

had never feen a veffel of the like kind

before .

4

gave

THESE Indians were in general of a

middling ftature, and of a very brown

complexion, with long black hair, that

hung down on their fhoulders . Their

bodies were covered with the ſkin ofſome

animal unknown to us ; but fome ofthem

had not a fufficient quantity of it to cover

their nakednefs. We trafficked with theſe

poor Indians, or rather them abun-

dance of things, and particularly cloaths,

which they feemed to receive with great

thankfulneſs ; they were alfo exceeding

fond of the bifcuit, which we diftributed

to them pretty freely; though they ap-

peared fomewhat unwilling to part with

any thing in return; Some of them had

bows and arrows that were made of fuch

hard wood, that it feemed almoſt im-

penetrable ; and the bows were not

only exceeding tough and ſmooth, but

wrought with very curious workmanship ;

as
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as to the ſtring, it was formed of a twiſt-

ed gut. The arrows, which are about

two feet long, were pointed with flint

ſhaped like a harpoon, and cut with as

great nicety, as if they had been ſhaped

by the moſt exact lapidary ; and at the

other end a feather was fixed to direct its

flight. They have alfo javelins. Theſe

people ſeem to be very poor and perfectly

harmleſs, coming forth to their reſpective

callings, as foon as the morning dawns,

and as foon as the fun fets, retiring to

their different habitations. They live al-

moſt entirely on fish, and particularly on

limpits and mufcles, the latter of which

they have in great plenty, and much

larger than thoſe we meet with in Eng-

-land.

THE boats uſed by theſe Indians, are

but indifferently put together ; they are

made chiefly of the bark of trees,

and are just big enough to hold one fa-

mily; they are very light, and when they

come on fhore they draw them upon it,

out of the reach of the tide, and feem ve-

ry careful of preſerving them. Some of

thefe boats, however, fhow in their ſtruc-

N ture
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ture no little degree of ingenuity. They

are formed of three pieces, one at the

bottom , which ferves for the keel and

part of the fides, and is faſhioned both

within and without by means of fire ;

upon this are placed two upper pieces,

one on each fide, which are fewed toge-

ther, and to the bottom part like a ſeam

fewed with a needle and thread. All

their boats in general are very narrow,

and each end formed alike, both fharp,

and riſing up à confiderable height. Theſe

Indians are very dexterous in ſtriking the

fifh from thefe boats with their javelins,

though they lie fome feet under water.

In thefe inftances they feem to fhew the

utmoſt extent of their ingenuity ; for we

found them incapable of underſtanding

things the most obvious to their fenfes.

For inftance, on their firft coming on

board, amongst the trinkets we prefented

them, were fome knives and feiffars, and

in giving them thefe, we tried to make

them fenfible of their ufe : but after our

repeated endeavours, bythewing the man-

ner of using them, they continued as in-

fenfible
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逸fenfible as at first, and could not learn to

diſtinguiſh the blades from the handles .

THERE are plenty of feals in this part

of the freights, but we did not meet

with many fowl, which is doubtlefs owing

to the intenfenefs of the cold ; nor did

we find the woods infefted by any kind of

wild beafts.

ON failing to the weftward we found

an irregular tide, which fometimes ran

eighteen hours to the eastward, and but

fix to the weftward ; at other times, when

the weſterly winds blow with any degree

of ftrength, it would conftantly run for

feveral days to the eaſt. At intervals we

had hard gales of wind, and prodigious

fqualls from the high mountains, whofe

fummits are covered with fnow. The

ftreights are here four leagues over, and

it is difficult to get any anchorage, on ac-

count of the uneaveneſs and irregularity

of the bottom, which in feveral places

clofe to the fhore has from twenty to fif-

ty fathoms water, and in other parts no

ground is to be found with a line of a

hundred and fifty fathoms .

AFTERN 2
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AFTER having been ten or twelve days

driven back by the currents and winds,

and after our having made many fruitless

attempts, we beat round Cape Quad, and

anchored in a ſmall bay on the fouth ſhore.

The next day we fent our boats in order

to found to the weftward, that they might

find fome little cove or creek to anchor

in. The ſtreights are here no more than

three leagues over, and we had reaſon to

think, that the fnow never melts from the

mountains ; but there are here the moft

beautiful cafcades and cataracts that run

from the hills, and cannot be viewed

without delight.

WE here faw a great number of iſlands ,

and many Indians difperfed in feveral

quarters, amongſt whom we found a fa-

mily which ftruck our attention . It was

compoſed of a decrepid old man, his wife,

two fons and a daughter. The latter ap-

peared to have tolerable features, and an

Engliſh face, which they feemed to be

defirous of letting us know ; they making

a long harangue, not a fyllable of which

we underſtood, though we plainly per-

ceived it was in relation to this woman,

whofe
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whoſe age did not exceed thirty, by their

pointing first at her, and then at them-

felves . Various were the conjectures we

formed in regard to this circumſtance,

though we generally agreed, that their

figns plainly fhewed that they offered her

to us, as being of the fame country. They

appeared in one inftance, to be quite un-

civilized, for when we came up to them,

we found them eating raw fish .

ON the feventh of March, in the morn-

ing, we weighed, and failed from the

fouth ſhore among feveral iſlands, where

our foundings were very irregular : but

foon after we came to an anchor, in

twenty-fix fathoms, on the fouth fhore,

when we veered away to half a cable, to

thirteen fathoms, and in fome places to

thirty, fifty, and ſeventy fathoms, oppo-'

fite Cape Quad.

WE found here but few birds of any

kind, and but a fmall quantity of muſ-

cles along the fhore ; and though we fent

our boat into a bay to hale the ſean, it

returned without any fuccefs, no fish be-

ing to be found. However, in this part

of the ftreights, we found great quanti-

ties
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ties of red berries, fomewhat reſembling

our cranberries . They are about the fize

of a hazle nut, and are the chief provi-

fion of the Indians in theſe parts : upon

theſe we fed, and they being wholeſome

and refreſhing, were found of confidera-

ble fervice to the fhip's company.

AT feven in the forenoon we came to

an anchor in a small bay on the north,

fhore, between Cape Monday and Cape.

Quad, when we moored our fhip with a

fmall anchor.

ON the ninth of March we got under

way, ftanding to the north-weft with a

pleaſant breeze, at fouth by eaſt ; but

when a-breaft of Cape Monday bay,, the,

wind took us a-back, and continued from

fix o'clock in the afternoon till eight, at.

which time Cape Monday bay bore caft

half north fix leagues.

1

ON the tenth at fix in the morning a

violent ftorm of wind came on, which

was very near proving of fatal confequence

to us ; for it was very thick rainy wea

ther, and we fuddenly discovered funken

rocks on our lee bow, just appearing a-

bove the furface of the water, at about

f

half
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half a mile from us. We tacked imme-

diately, and in half an hour it blew fo

hard, that we were obliged to bear up be-

fore the wind, and go in fearch of an

harbour. However, foon after we came

to an anchor in a bay, in fixteen fathoms

water, about two leagues to the eaſtward

of Cape Monday bay ; but the anchor

falling from the bank into fifty fathoms,

the ship almoſt drove on ſhore, but hap-

pily the anchor clofing with a rock

brought us up, and in the afternoon we

weighed, and fteered into a proper an-

choring place, entirely furrounded with

high precipices, where we lay not more

than two cables length from the ſhore.

4

ON the eleventh of March we had

heavy fqualls of wind, attended with

much rain, at which time the Commo-

dore, with a generofity which endeared

him to the crew, diftributed as much

cloth among the failors as would make all

ofthem long waiſtcoats ; a prefent high-

ly acceptable at this feaſon, and the more

fo, as the officers and mien, on leaving

England, from their expecting to fail di-

rectly to India, had provided no thick

cloath-
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cloathing. And that no partiality might

be ſhewn to thoſe on board his own ſhip,

he alfo ordered an equal diſtribution to

be made among the men on board the

Tamer.

ON the twelfth, while we were em-

ployed in wooding and watering the ſhip,

the Tamer's boat was ſent to the weſt-

ward, with an officer from both fhips, to

fearch for anchoring places. Thoſe in

the boat, during their abſence, were be-

nighted, and obliged by diftrefs of wea-

ther to put into fhore, and take ſhelter

under a tent, the materials for which

they had taken with them. After which,

wandering about, they faw a number of

Indians, employed on the ſhore in cutting

up a dead whale, which ſcented the place

for fome diftance around, it being in a

ſtate of putrifaction. This we ſuppoſed

they defigned for their miſerable food, as

they cut it in large flices, and carried

them away on their ſhoulders to another

party at a diſtance, who were engaged

round a fire. However, it is perhaps

equally probable, that like the Green-

landers, and other nations in our northern

hemif-
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hemifphere, they might be employed in

making oil for their lamps, againſt the

approaching winter.

THE boat at length returned with the

agreeable news of thoſe on board having

found feveral harbours to the weftward ;

which the Commodore no fooner heard,

than, in orderto encourage the men inthe

diſcharge oftheir duty, he ordered a double

allowance of brandy to be given to every

one on board.

ON the fifteenth we moored in Waſh

Pot bay, where we met with frequent

fhowers of rain and hail, with the air

all the time exceffively harp. At nine

the next morning we unmoored, expect-

ing to fail, but the wind blowing north-

weft in heavy fqualls, prevented us. In

this perplexing fituation were we driven

about from place to place, lofing perhaps

in four hours, what we had been fix

days and nights in working to the weſt-

ward ; for when the wind continues with

fuch violence, there is no regular tide ;

but, on the contrary, a conftant weſterly

current running two miles an hour. The

wind, however, favoured us at last, or

moſt
O



98
A VOY

AGE

moſt probablywe muſt have taken up our

winter quarters in one of theſe coves.

4

ON the twenty-firft we fet fail, the

wind veering from fouth-weſt by weſt, to

north north-weft; we worked to wind-

ward with continual fqualls, which, at

intervals, obliged us to clue all our fails.

In the mean while the Tamer, whom till

this time we had never loft fight of, by a

favourable breeze got a few leagues to the

weftward, where the lay two days in good

anchorage; but on the third joined us.

HARRASSED as we were by theſe con-

tinual diſappointments, to add ftill more

to our vexation and concern, we found

our men began to be attacked by the

fcurvy, which had made its appearance on

many of them ; however, by the affif-

tance of the vegetables, and the extraor-

dinary care of the Commodore, who

cauſed portable foup to be ferved to the

fick, and twice a week to the whole ſhip's

company, on Fridays with peafe, and on

Mondays with oatmeal ; and ,who with

the greateſt humanity never ſpared to dif-

tribute, from his own table, whatever

might be of ufe for the recovery of thoſe

attacked

1
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attacked by this dreadful diſorder, it was

prevented from raging with any great in-

veteracy.

ON the twenty-fecond we weighed,

working to windward between Cape Mon-

day and Cape Upright, which are at a-

bout five leagues diſtance from each other;

during which time we found our jeb-

boom fprung, and at five in the afternoon

were obliged to come to an anchor in a

very good bay, which we found about one

league to the eastward of Cape Upright.

Our men were immdiately employed in

getting in the decayed boom, and fupply-

ing its place with a new one.

On the twenty-fourth the boat was fent

to the westward with the fecond lieute-

nant in fearch of an harbour, at which

time we had continual rains, and cold

unhealthy weather, with ftrong gales from

the north-weſt ; and at fix in the evening

the boat returned without having found

any harbour. The next day the boat was

fent again with arms and a week's provi-

fions, befides materials for building a tent,

in caſe they ſhould land, and find it ne-

ceffary to make ufe of it. However, af-

0 2
ter
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ter a fhort time the boat returned, the

;ſearch being now attended with fuccefs

on hearing which we foon weighed, and

ftood to the north-weft, to windward of

Cape Monday.

THE ftreights are here four or five

leagues over, and the mountains ſeem to

be ten times as high as the maſt-head of

our hips ; but not much covered with

fnow, or encompaffed with trees . We

continued under fail till the wind increaf-

ing, and a violent fea from the weftward

coming on, we were obliged to lie to, un-

der our cloſe reefed top-fails. At eleven

at night we made fhift to fee the land on

the north fhore, at which we were ex-

tremely alarmed ; when, to heighten the

danger of our fituation, the fky was dark

and lowering, and the noiſe of the waves,

which we plainly heard daſhing againſt

the precipices, feemed to foretel the dif-

after which we thought ourſelves near ex-

periencing ; but at the very inftant when

we expected immediate death, by hoift-

ing our head-fails, our ſhip in an inſtant

veered round on the other tack, and left

the breakers on the weather quarters, on

which
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which we made fail with our head to the

northward. During the above critical fi-

tuation, from which we had been fo
pro-

videntially delivered, the officers and men

united in doing their utmost to extricate

us from the impending danger, and tho'

in fuch alarming circumftances, behaved

with that alacrity and intrepidity, which

fo ftrongly characterizes thoſe who com-

poſe our naval force, and who juftly mc-

rit this tranfient teftimony to their honour.

WE now made a fignal for the Tamer

to come up, we fuppofing her cafe equal-

ly defperate with our own. She foon,

however, made to us, and, at our defire,

failed a-head, firing a gun, and fhewing

a light for our benefit, whenever the faw

land : but we had the misfortune to find,

that by the violence of the wind, our

mizen top-fail was fplit from the yard,

and by that means rendered entirely ufe-

lefs . After bending a new one, and re-

pairing the damage our fhip had fuffered,

about five in the morning, the day, to our

inexpreffible joy, began to dawn upon us,

as before that we did not know, but that

land might be cloſe under our lee. We

there-
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therefore made a fignal to the Tamer to

come under our ftern, which having done,

The was directed to fearch out a harbour,

or ſome convenient place to anchor in,

and at ſeven we came to an anchor in

Cape Monday bay, about one mile to the

eastward, with the fmall bower in twen-

ty-three fathoms water, and veered out to

a whole cable. The honourable Mr. By-

ron, after attending to the neceſſary re-

freſhment of his officers and men, whọ

had endured the greateſt fatigues, thought

proper to name the high land, which we

had fo miraculouſly eſcaped, Cape Provi-

dence. It rifes to a very great height, and

projects to the fouthward, lying about

four or five leagues from Cape Monday,

but upon the oppofite fhore.

On the twenty-eighth of March we

found our cables much damaged by the

rocks, we therefore condemned the beſt

bower cable, and bending a new one, cut

the old cable into junk. In the mean

while the Tamer had parted from her an-

chor, and been driven from the bank ;

fhe, however, fhortly after returned in

fafety.

THE



ROUND THE WORLD. 103

THE next day, at feven in the morn-

ing, we weighed, and fet fail, but at in-

tervals were attended with hard fqualls

from the westward, with heavy rains,

while we worked to windward between

each fhore. In the mean time the Tamer,

fteering, by the fouth coaft, ran a-ground,

and made the fignal of diſtreſs by firing

a gun, and hoifting her enfign in the mizen

shrouds, on which we immediately bore

down to her affiftance, came to an an-

chor, hoifted out our boats, and ſent them

with anchor hawzers, with which they

foon hove her off, and the came to anchor

near us in Cape Monday bay.

-ON the thirtieth we had, at intervals,

prodigious fqualls of wind from the weft-

ward, attended with rain ; and at two in

the afternoon, the wind encreafing, with

a prodigiousAfwell from the westward,

finding the hip laboured much, we let

go another anchor, and got down our

lower yards. In fhort, we had an almoſt

conftant continuance of bad weather till

the fixth of April, at which time the

wind began to change to foft and mode-

rate gales. The ftreights are in this part

four
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four or five leagues over, and feem to

have little or no wood on the north fhore.

The mountains, which to appearance are

inacceffible, are barren, deftitute of trees

and verdure, forming a dreary and dread-

ful profpect.

On the above day we hove up our ſmall

bower, with an intention to weigh ; but

the breeze which was eafterly dying a-

way, the boat was fent afhore for wood,

and the men faw a number of Indians.

Soon after which the Commodore land-

ing, made them a preſent of ribbons and

bread, and they coming on board at four

in the afternoon, he gave them feveral

other things, withwhich they were high-

ly pleaſed.

THE next morning at four o'clock we

unmoored, and got under fail , with the

wind at eaft fouth-eaft . At this fortu-

nate change of the wind joy appeared on

every countenance, and never were peo

ple in more ſpirits than we were while it

lafted. For fix weeks we had been beat-

ing to windward, and had been many

times driven back, and narrowly eſcaped

the greatest dangers. But we now flat-

tered
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tered ourſelves, that we ſhould ſhortly

arrive in the Pacific Ocean, the ultimate

end of our wishes : but at eleven in the

morning the wind ceafing, the current

drove us two leagues, Cape Upright bear-

ing fouth-eaſt five leagues, on which we

came to with the ftream anchor, in a

hundred and ten fathoms water. At three

in the afternoon the boat, which had

been ſent out fome time before , returned

from the westward, having been to the

fouthward of Cape Defiada, on the ſouth

ſhore, and found many convenient places

for anchorage ; but the people in the boat

were much fatigued by their long and te-

dious rowing.

Ar two the next morning we weighed,

and ſet fail with the wind at west by

north, and at eleven came to an anchor

in a very good bay, between Cape -Up-

right and Cape Pillar, both which lie

about west by north, and fouth by eaſt, at

twelve or thirteen leagues diftance from

each other. In this bay we found plenty

of excellent fish, not much unlike our

trout, only of a more red caft. We here

met with very good anchorage, entirely

P fecure
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fecure from any winds from the north

north-west to the fouth-eaſt ; and here

you may fail with equal fafety and plea-

fure, having from fourteen to twenty fa-

thoms muddy ground.

On

AT about four in the afternoon the

wind came to the fouth-east, which filled

us with high fatisfaction ; and we in-

ftantly weighed and ſteered from the bay,

in order to proceed to the weftward.

ſtanding out, we ſaw the Tamer at an an-

chor in Tueſday bay, which lies on the

fouth fhore ; but the wind fuddenly veer-

ing round from the fouth fouth-eaſt to

the ſouth-weft, in a very heavy ſquall at-

tended with rain, obliged us to carry fail

to get to an anchor in that bay, and the

night approacing faft, the Tamer kept

burning falfe fires, to direct us into

it ; but in order to enter it, we were

obliged to make feveral tacks under clofet

reefed top-fails and ſtay-ſails in very great

diſorder, having rocks on each fide. How-

ever we at laft came to an anchor, with

the fmall bower in twelve fathoms, mud-

dy ground ; but the wind blew ſo ſtrong,

it
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it was ſome time before we could get our

fails handed.

TUESDAY bay was by far the fineſt

we ſaw in the ſtreights. It is capable of

containing a great number of large fhips,

which may
ride there in the greateſt ſe-

curity, with good ground, at not more

than twenty-five fathoms water, free from

rocks and fands. Into this bay Sir John

Narborough recommends all fhips to an-

chor, that are bound to the westward ;

and indeed we here found no difficulty in

being ſupplied with good wood and water,

and with excellent fish in great quantities .

You meet here with many beautiful caf-

cades of water, along the fides of the

rocks, and with it the ſhips caſks may be

filled with the greateſt convenience.

Ar fix in the morning we weighed from

this fine bay, and failing to the weſt north-

weft, paffed Cape Pillar on the fouth

fhore, with a fine gale from the ſouth

fouth-east, where the ftreights are about

nine leagues over. At ten in the morn-

ing, having now no occafion to be conti-

nuallyfounding for fear of fhoals and funk-

en rocks, wegot our long boat, yawl, and

P 2 fix-



108 A VOYA
GE

fix-oared cutter, under the half deck, with

the twelve-oared cutter under the booms;

and fecured the hatches and bulk-heads

of the quarter-deck and forecaſtle. At

four in the afternoon we reached the ex-

tremity of the ftreights, where the dif

tance from Cape Victory, on the north

fhore, to Cape Defiada, on the ſouth, is

twelve leagues, bearing from each other

about north and fouth. Thewhole length

of the freights of Magellan, in which

we had been detained, chiefly by con-

trary winds, fromthe twenty-firft of De-

cember to the ninth of April, is from

Cape Virgin Mary to Cape Defiada,

with every reach and turning, no more

than about a hundred and fixteen leagues ;

and we had been fix weeks and five days

fince our leaving Port Famine, to our

departure from Tueſday bay, and the

ftreights of Magellan.

WE were now to leave the cold cli-

mate, and the tempeftuous feas of fo

fouthern a latitude, juft after the time of

the autumnal equinox, with the dreadful

hurricanes that muſt unavoidably attend

the approach ofwinter, andjoyfully fleer-

ed
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ed to the northward, warmed with the

hopes of meeting with calmer feas, and

milder climates.

ON our entering the Pacific Ocean , or

South Sea, we found a great fwell run-

ning from the ſouth-weſt ; but nothing

worthy of obſervation happened till the

twenty-fixth of April, when we ſaw the

ifland of Mafa-Fuero to the weſtward.

The Commodore thought it more adviſe-

able to touch at this ifland than at Juan

Fernandes ; it being rather more ſecure

than the latter, from any diſcoveries which

the Spaniards might make of our deſigns;

in confequence of which our voyage, and

all our farther diſcoveries, might have

been prevented.

MASA FUERO lies in the latitude of

33 degrees twenty-eight minutesſouth, and

in eighty-four degrees twenty-seven mi-

nutes weft longitude from London. The

next morning early we had a diſtant view

of the iſland, the land rifing to a great

height ; and at eleven, our cutter was ſent

aſhore with an officer to find a place to

anchor in ; but returned at four in the af→

ternoon without fuccefs, they having no

found-



ΙΙΟ VOYAGEA

foundings with a hundred fathoms of line;

but caught a vaft number of fiſh.

HOWEVER, the next day, which was

the twenty-eighth of April, we came to

an anchor on the eaft fide of the iſland,

in twenty-four fathoms water, when the

extremities of this ifland appeared on the

fouth and the north-west. The tops of

the mountains are not always to be ſeen,

they being in ſome points of view cover-

ed with clouds, which hang hovering over

them, the air on their tops being ſeldom

clear. At eleven in the morning we fent

our boat on fhore, with an officer, to

find a convenient place to wood and water

in.

THE furface of the iſland is very irre-

gular ; but the vallies have a beautiful

verdure, and are full of trees from the

top to the bottom. At a great diſtance,

indeed, thefe beauties are not visible, but

when within a mile or thereabouts, they

form an enchanting profpect. The goats

which we faw in great numbers were now

fo fhy, that we found it difficult to get

nearthem ; for we could feldom get with-

in the diſtance of a mufket fhot ; we,

how-
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however, made ſhift to ſhoot ſome of

them, which were eſteemed excellent

food, efpecially the young ones . We,

however, obferved a very odd circum-

ftance, with refpect to two of them,

which we ſhot, their ears being flit when

young, which is a certain proof that ſome

perſon had touched at that iſland . It is

probable, that the men who were fent on

board the Tryal floop by Commodore

Anfon *, to examine into the ftate of this

iſland, had more ſerious employment than

that of flitting the ears ofthe goats ; and

it appears much more probable, that ſome

folitary Selkirk had dwelt there, who like

his namefake at Juan Fernandes, when,

he caught more than he wanted, marked,

them and let them go. However, we

faw no traces of any human being refi-

ding there at that time . Round the ſouth

fide of the fhore we law a red earth,

which contains large veins of a gold co-

lour. The fhores are every where very

ſteep, and near them you cannot find leſs

than from twenty-four to fifty fathoms.

We found it very difficult to get on ſhore,

* See Anfon's Voyage, 8vo. p. 165.

as
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as it is full of rocks and large ſtones, and

the furf very great.

ROUND the island we met with great

quantities of fiſh, fuch as cavalies, large

bream, maids and congers of a particular

kind ; with a fingular fort of fiſh called

chimney-ſweepers,
fomewhat like our

*

carp, only larger. There is another fpe-

cies of valuable fish which we called cod.

Indeed it is not exactly like our cod in

fhape ; but the taſte is equally agreeable.

We likewife found a great number of

cray-fish, which were fo large as to weigh

eight or ten pounds each.

WE faw a multitude of fharks, one

of which was very near carrying off one

of our men. As the great fwell could

not permit the boat to approach the ſhore,

he was ſwimming a caſk to it ; but the

failor who is always left to take care of

the boat, faw the fhark within a few

yards of his companion, juſt ready to ſeize

upon him, and called to him to haften

afhore, which through his great fright he

could hardly reach . The boat-keeper

having the boat-hook in his hand, ftruck

at
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at the ſhark with great force ; but with-

out any visible effect, on his impenetrable

fides.

THE many dog fish we met with here

are very miſchievous, and feem to deſtroy

abundance of the ſmaller fort of fish ;

they frequently obliged us to hawl in our

lines, for when they are near, no other

fifh are to be found. Befides thefe, the

fhore is generally crowded round with

feals and fea lions.

THE dog fish does not appear to have

the leaft refemblance of a dog, or any

other land animal, and it is therefore dif-

ficult to account for its name. It has à

roundiſh body, and inſtead of ſcales , is

covered with that rough ſkin uſed by join-

ers and cabinet makers for poliſhing

wood, generally known by the name of

fifh-fkin. Its back is of a brownish aſh-

colour ; but its belly is commonly white,

and ſmoother than the reft of the body.

The eyes are covered with a double mem-

brane, and the mouth armed with a dou-

ble row of fmall teeth. It has two fins

on the back, with ſharp prickles ftanding

before them. It brings forth its young

alive,
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alive, and is never very large, it feldom

weighing above twenty pounds.

THE fea-lion has ſome reſemblance to

a feal, of which we have already given a

deſcription ; but is of a much larger fize,

for thefe animals, when full grown, are

from twelve to twenty feet in length, and

from eight to fifteen feet round . The

head is ſmall in proportion to the body,

and determines in a fnout. In each jaw

they have a row of large pointed teeth,

two-thirds of which are in fockets ; but

the others, which are the moſt hard and

folid, are without them, and ſtand out of

the mouth. They have fmall eyes and

ears ; with whifkers like a cat, and ſmall

noftrils, which are the only parts deftitute

of hair. The males are diſtinguiſhed by

having a large fnout or trunk, hanging five

feet fix inches below the end of the upper

jaw, which the females have not. The

fkin ofthe fea-lion is covered with a ſhort

light dun-coloured hair, but his fins and

tail, which, when on fhore, ferve him

for feet, are almoft black ; the fins or

feet are divided at the ends like toes, but

are joined by a web, that does not reach

to
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to their extremities, and each toe is fur-

niſhed with a nail. He is fo extremely

fat, that on cutting through the ſkin,

which is near an inch in thickneſs, there

is at least a foot of fat before you come

to either lean or bones ; and yet they are

fo full of blood, that if they are deeply

wounded in ten or twelve places, there

inſtantly guſhes out as many fountains of

blood, ſpouting to a confiderable diſtance .

However, their fleſh reſembles in tafte

that of beef; and their fat, on being melt-

ed, makes good oil . The males are of a

much larger fize than the females, and

both ofthem continue at ſea all the fum-

mer, and coming afhore at the beginning

of winter, ſtay there during that ſeaſon,

when they engender and bring forth their

young, having commonly two at a birth,

which they fuckle with their milk. Òn

fhore they feed on the verdure that grows

near the water ; and fleep in herds in the

moft miery places they can find, with

fome of the males at a diſtance, who are

fure to alarm them, if any one approaches,

fometimes by fnorting like horſes, and at

others by grunting like hogs. It is re-.

Q2
mark-
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markable, that the males have furious

battles chiefly about their females. 1-

THIS ifland is ufually called by the

Spaniards the Leffer Juan Fernandes, it

being about twenty-two leagues to the

weft by ſouth of the ifland more frequent-

ly called by that name ; and is termed

Mafa-Fuero, from its being at a greater

diſtance from the continent. Indeed in

many respects they refemble each other ;

the fhore of both is fteep, and for the

moft part have little fresh water ; but no

fpring was here found comparable to that

ofthe watering-place at the Greater Juan

Fernandes ; they are both mountainous,

and adorned with a variety of trees, which

with the different bearings of the hills,

and the windings of the vallies, form ,

even from the fea, the moft rude, and at

the fame time the moſt elegant proſpects.

None of the trees of the Greater Juan

Fernandes are large enough for any con-

fiderable timbers, except the myrtle, the

Trunks of fome of which are of fuch a

fize, as to be worked forty feet in length.

There are there alfo a few of the pimento

and cabbage trees. But the goats of the

Greater
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Greater Juan Fernandes are much fewer

in number than at Mafa-Fuero ; the Spa-

niards having placed no dogs on the latter

iſland in orderto deftroy them. With re-

fpect to the plenty of excellent fiſh, and

the number of amphibious animals, as

feals and fea-lions, which line the fhores

of each, they perfectly reſemble each

other.

In regard to the face of the country

of the Greater Juan Fernandes, the in-

genious author of Mr. Anfon's Voyage

has given an enchanting deſcription of it,

particularly of the north part ; after tak-

ing notice of the wild inhofpitable air

with which it appears at a diſtance, and

the gradual improvement of this uncouth

landscape as they drew nearer, till they

were at laft captivated by the numerous

beauties they difcovered on fhore ; he

adds, that the woods which covered

" most ofthe steepest hills were free from

" all bushes and underwood, and afford-

« ed an eafy paffage through every part

of them ; and the irregularity of the

hills and precipices, neceffarily traced

" out, by their various combinations, a

66

great
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66

Xgreat numberof romantic vallies ; moſt

" of which had a ſtream of the cleareſt

" water running through them, that fell

" in cafcades from rock to rock, as the

" bottom of the valley, by the courſe of

" the neighbouring hills, was at any

" time broken into a fudden ſharp def-

" cent : fome particular fpots occurred

" in theſe vallies, where the fſhade and fra-

granceofthe contiguous woods, the lofti-

" nefs of the overhanging rocks, and the

" transparency and frequent falls of the

" neighbouring ftreams, prefented ſcenes,

" of fuch elegance and dignity, as would

" with difficulty be rivalled in any other

"6

66

66

part of the globe. It is in this place,

perhaps, that the fimple productions of

" unaffifted nature may be faid to excel all

the fictitious defcriptions of the moſt

" animated imagination." Our author

then gives a lively deſcription of the spot

where the Commodore pitched his tent.

" This piece of ground, he fays, was a

" fmall lawn, that lay on a little aſcent,

" at the diftance of about half a mile,

" from the fea. In the front of his tent

" was a large avenue cut through the

" woods
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" woods to the ſea-fide, which floping to

" the water with a gentle deſcent, opened

66

a proſpect of the bay and the fhips at

" anchor. This lawn was fcreened be-

" hind by a tall wood of myrtle ſweep-

66

ing round it, in the form of a theatre,

" the flope on which the wood ſtood,

"6

66

rifing with a much ſharper aſcent than

" the lawn itſelf, though not ſo much,

" but that the hills and precipices within

" land towered up confiderably above the

66 tops of the trees, and added to the

grandeur ofthe view. There were be-

" fides two ftreams of cryſtal water

" which ran on the right and left of the

" tent, within an hundred yards diſtance,

" and were ſhaded by the trees which

" fkirted the lawn on either fide, and

compleated the fymmetry of the

" whole."

66

IT is impoffible to be certain, whe-

ther there are any ſcenes in Maſa Fuero

equal in beauty to thofe here deſcribed,

though the general reſemblance between

theſe two iſlands, and their being fitua-

ted in nearly the fame latitude, renders

it probable, that there are fome that fall

not
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not very far fhort of them, particularly

with refpect to the caſcades, there being

many fine falls of water in Mafa-Fuero,

pouring down its fides into the fea. But

our ſtay here was ſo ſhort, and we were

fo little on fhore, that we had neither lei-

fure nor opportunity to view this little

iſland, with the accuracy and preciſion

that might be wished, and that was abfo

lutely neceffary for taking a full view of

the delightful ſpots, which we fawwiththe

confuſion that neceffarily attends a diſtant

profpect. However, the greateſt difad-

vantage of this iſland is its wanting fuch

a commodious harbour, as the iſland

more ufually called Juan Fernandes en-

joys.

DURING the time ofour taking in wa-

ter for the ſhips, whenever our men found

any great ſurf, they by order of the Com-

modore, fwam to and from the boats in

corkjackets ; for he would by no means

admit of their going into the water with,

out putting them on, he being fully fen

fible that when properly ſecured on the

body, the perſon who uſes them cannot

poffibly fink, or fuffer any confiderable

incon-
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inconvenience, if he does but take care

to keep his head above the furface of the

water, which is eaſily done.

ABOUT this time our men had a freſh

attack of the fcurvy, which indeed was

not to be wondered at, as their coming

out of a cold climate into a hot one muſt

neceffarily make fome alteration in their

habits of body.

HAVING taken in as much wood and

water as the weather would permit, the

furf fometimes fwelling in fuch a man-

ner, as to prevent our boats coming near

the ſhore, we thought of leaving the

ifland . However, we firft received cap-

tain Mouat from the Tamer, who came

on board as commander of the Dolphin ;

all flag officers having a commander un-

der them. This cauſed ſeveral changes,

our firſt officer taking the command of

the Tamer.

On the firſt of May we weighed, and

at fix in the morning fet fail from Maſa-

Fuero to the weftward. We had now a

continued ſeries of fine weather, and yet

found, that the nearer we approached

R the

•
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the line, the fcurvy raged among the men

with the greater inveteracy.

Soon

AFTER a paffage of thirty-fix days

the Tamer, on the feventh of June, at

one in the morning, made the fignal of

ſeeing land, on which we brought to till

day-light, and in the mean while flatter-

ed ourſelves with the pleafing hopes of

getting fome kind of refreſhment, ofwhich

we ſtood in great need, eſpecially for

thoſe who were fick ; an expectation that

appeared the more juft, as we knew that

the iſlands, which are fituated within

twenty degrees of the line, are frequently

well ftored with fruit of all kinds.

after day-break we had the pleaſure of

feeing two iſlands , which, though low, and

fmall , afforded a moſt agreeable proſpect,

they being covered with beautiful trees,

and on failing to the leeward we were re-

galed with the ſmell of the fineſt fruits.

Among the reft we faw cocoa trees, whofe

nuts hung in fuch cluſters, that our joy,

even in feeing them, was inconceivable,

to all but thoſe who having, by fad ex-

perience, known the want of thoſe blef-

fings, can feel more ſenſibly for the diſ-

treffes
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treffes of others in the fame fituation : we

alfo beheld numbers of Indians walking

along the beach.

latitude of

fouth, and in

This iſland lies in the

* degrees nine minutes

degrees fourteen mi-

nutes weft longitude from London. It

extends four leagues in length, and in the

body of the iſland is a good deal of water,

which appears to be waſhed over thebanks,

as fome of them feemed to have been

broken. Our boats, which had been

ſent to found, at length returned ; but to

our great diſappointment, could find no

proper place of anchorage. They indeed

found one, but it would have been at-

tended with too great danger to the ſhip

had ſhe caſt anchor there, it being in for-

As the precife knowledge of the fituation of

theſe new diſcovered iflands can be of ſervice only

to the navigator, we have, in obedience to the go-

vernment, and that the enemies of our country may

not avail themſelves of our diſcoveries, omitted the

degrees of latitude and longitude ; but blanks are

left for the figures, and as foon as we are affured that

theſe iſlands are in the poffeffion of our countrymen,

the exact degrees of longitude and latitude ſhall be

inſerted in the news papers, that gentlemen who have

purchaſed this book, may infert the figures with a

pen.

R 2
ty-
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ty-five fathoms water, and only half a ca-

bles length from the ſhore. Beſides, the

furf upon the ſhore was fo great, that

from this circumſtance alone the ſhip

would have been in great danger of be-

ing ſtranded. Thus flattered as we had

been with the pleafing hopes of taſting

thoſe delicious fruits, which appeared ſo

tempting to the view, were we cruelly

diſappointed. Though indeed other ob-

jections befides thoſe juſt mentioned ſtood

in our way : for the Indians had furroun-

ded the fhore with ftaves and javelins fix-

teen feet long, with a piece of bone at

the end in the form of a harpoon, in

their hands, hallowing and ſhouting in

the moſt hideous manner, at the fame

time making figns with their hands for us

to be gone ; always taking care, as the

boat failed along the fhore, to move in

the fame direction and accompany it ; and

though the men ſaw ſome turtle at a dif-

tance they could get at none, as thoſe In-

dians ftill kept oppofite to them . The

Commodore, excited by his humanity, was

very unwilling to fuffer the men to fire

upon theſe innocent men, merely on ac-

count
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count of the natural defence which they

made againſt our fuppofed encroachment

on their territories, and therefore thought

it moft-adviſeable to fteer to the adjacent

illand.

•

THESE Indians were of a very black

complexion, with well proportioned

limbs, and appeared to be extremely ac-

tive and full of vigour. Their women,

who were only to be diftinguiſhed by

their bofoms, had fomething twiſted

round their waift, and hanging down

from thence to hide what nature taught

them to conceal ; as had alſo the men,

and this was their only cloathing. They

all together amounted to about fifty in

number, including the children ; and to

the fouth-weft we could perceive their

huts, under the fhade of the moſt lovely

grove we ever faw.

THE next day, at fix in the morning,

we worked under the lee of the other

island, which lay to the weftward of the

former, and fent out our cutter to found

for a place to anchor in. But here, to

our great difappointment, we ſaw a much

greater number of Indians furrounding

the
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the ſhore, who with fpears of equal

length followed us in the fame manner,

feveral hundreds of them running along

the coaſt in great diſorder ; and at the

fame time we beheld the iſland covered

with a prodigious number of cocoa-nut,

plantain and tamarind trees . Having

waited fome time with great impatience

for the return of our cutter, we fired a

gun, as a fignal for our men to come on

board, which terribly alarmed the Indi-

ans, who ſeemed to confult among them-

felves, what meaſures it would be moft

prudent for them to take. They had ma-

ny canoes, which, on our approaching

the ſhore, they dragged into the woods,

and at the fame time the women came

with great ftones in their hands, to affiſt

the men in preventing our landing : but

the cutter now foon returned, bringing

much the fame account of this as of the

other ifland, there being no foundings at

a cable's length from the fhore, with a

line of a hundred fathoms. This gave

us the greater concern, as we had now

thirty fick on board, to whom the land

air, the fruit and vegetables, that appear-

ed
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ed fo beautiful and attractive, would

doubtless have afforded immediate relief.

WE therefore, with longing eyes, left

theſe delightful iſlands, to which we gave

the name of the Iſlands of Difappoint-

ment ; and continuing our courſe, on the

eleventh of June, at fix o'clock in the af-

ternoon, the Tamer made the ſignal for

ſeeing land, on which we lay to all night,

and the next morning running along the

fhore to find a place to anchor in, we

ftood into a bay, with an intent to come

to ; but there being no foundings at a

greater diſtance than half a cable's length

from the fhore, the Commodore would

not venture to caft anchor, but made fail

again to the weftward ; however, the

boats going again to found, ſaw two ca-

noes following them, on which the Com-

modore made the fignal for the boats to

give chaſe ; but at one in the afternoon

the canoes took to the ſhore, and the men

with their ſticks and ftaves defended the

beach, till our boats were in their own

defence obliged to fire, by which ſeveral

of them were killed, or at leaſt wounded,

and carried away by their companions in-

to

1
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to the woods. When the boats return-

ing on board brought the two canoes with

them, one of which was thirty-one feet

in length, and the other only fourteen.

AFTER difperfing theſe Indians, we

went on fhore to procure fome refreſh-

ments, when we faw many of their huts,

which are in general built very low, with

a top like the roof of a houſe covered

with matting. They had not forgotten

in their fright to take all their working

tools with them, by which means we

were deprived of the pleaſure of know-

ing in what manner they formed their ca-

noes, though we faw feveral that were

building and not yet finiſhed. We here

gathered a great number of cocoa-nuts,

which feem to be the principal produce

of the iſland, and among the reſt a large

quantity of fcurvy-grafs, and other vege-

tables, for the ufe of our fick. For as

the fhips could not caft anchor, the fick

were not fent aſhore.

THIS ifland lies about fixty - feven

leagues to the weſt fouth-west, half ſouth

of the iſland laſt mentioned, in the lati-

tude of
degrees fourteen minutes

fouth,
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fouth, and in weft longitude from Lon-

don degrees ten minutes ; and is

all round next the fea covered with very

beautiful red and white coral, with a

great quantity of pearls, and a multitude

of fine fhells ; hence we gave it the name

of Coral Island. It is about ten or eleven

leagues inlength, and nearthree in breadth ;

but there is very little fresh water to be

found near the fhore : we faw only one

fpring juft fufficient for the uſe of a ſmall

number ofthe inhabitants ; and it appeared

that they were accuſtomed to fetch their

water from this ſpring, and to depofit it

in a cavity dug at the foot of a tree, in

order to fupply their prefent occafions.

There is, however, a lake in the middle

of the iſland, where the Indians catch

turtle, and we faw a great number of

their shells, which they uſe in narrow flips

along the feams of their canoes inſtead of

caulking. We found great quantities of

fifh hanging on the limbs of trees to dry,

which they catch with pearl hooks, and

ſtrong lines made of filk grafs. Theſe

people feem to have fome notions of reli-

gion, as we ſaw a place which we con-

cluded

•

+

S

1
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cluded to be appropriated to their wor-

ſhip. A rude but very agreeable avenue

opened to a fpacious area, in which was

one of the largeſt and moſt ſpreading co-

coas we faw in the place, before which

were feveral large ftones, which were pro-

bably altars, and from the tree hung the

figure of a dog adorned with feathers.

Theſe people ſeem to have a notion of

keeping above ground the bodies of their

dead ; for behind theſe ftones, and a lit-

tle towards the eastward, was a wooden

box, in which we found the fkeleton of a

human being, who appeared to have been

of an enormous fize.

STILL fteering to the weftward we

faw another ifland, which was fituated in

the fame latitude, and in degrees

twenty minutes weft longitude. We fent

our boats to find an anchoring place, and

they no fooner approached the fhore, than

a great number of Indians coming to the

boats, the men on board them diſtributed

a few trinkets among them, with which

they feemed highly pleaſed, and by their

antic geftures expreffed their fatisfaction.

Encouraged by the fimplicity and friend-

ly
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ly behaviour of theſe inoffenfive people,

the men ventured on fhore ; on which the

Indians flocked round them finging and

dancing as if to exprefs their joy. To

this iſland, which is about feven leagues

in length from the ſouth-weſt to the

north-eaſt, and about three in beadth, we

gave the name of King Goorge's Ifland .

A lake in the middle of it is of ſuch extent,

that the land around it is in fome places

very narrow ; but it did not feem to have

fo great a number of cocoa-trees growing

it as the other iflands we had late-
upon

ly feen.

ON our proceeding to the fouthward,

we faw another ifland , which we called

the Prince of Wales's, and immediately

haled to. It has a narrow neck of land,

about five leagues in length, running

fouth by weft and north by eaſt. We here

alfo faw a great number of Indians, with

ſeveral canoes difperfed on different parts

of the fhore. This ifland is fituated in

degrees two minutes fouth lati-

titude, and in degrees weft lon-

gitude from London .

$ 2 ON
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latitude, and in

ON the twenty- first of June, at feven

in the morning, we again faw land a-head,

which, on our nearer approach, we found

to be a fingle iſland about four leagues in

length, furrounded with fhoals and break-

ers, whence we termed it the Iſland of

Danger. It is fituated in deg. 30 min.

deg. ten minutes

longitude. At the diſtance we were from

it, it appeared very fruitful, and abound-

ed with cocoa trees, which were plainly

vifible. This ifland is fo divided by the

water that flows over the banks, as at

fome diftance to appear like three iſlands.

As you run in with the land you fee the

fands, and at about ſeven leagues diſtance

from the moſt eaſtern parts of the iſland

lies a fhoal of rocks, near a quarter of a

mile in length, and when a-breaſt of theſe

rocks the iſland bears weft by north.

STILL proceeding in our courfe to the

weftward, we had on the twenty-third

exceffive hard fhowers of rain , on which

we feized this opportunity of filling our

cafks with a fresh fupply of water. This

is performed on board a fhip by extend-

ing large pieces of canvaſs in an horizon-

tal
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tal pofition, hanging them by the corners,

and placing a cannon ball, or any thing

heavy in the centre ; by which means the

rain running trickling to the middle, pours

in a ſtream into the cafks placed under.

In this manner the Manilla ſhips, during

the long paffages they make through the

South Seas, recruit their water, from the

great ſhowers of rain which at this feafon

of the year fall in thefe latitudes, for

which purpoſe they always carry a great

number of earthen jars with them .

THE next day we had moderate fair

weather, and at about ten in the morn-

ing faw another iſland, with a prodigious

number of different kinds of birds upon

it. On which we ſtood in for the land,

and hoifted out our boats to find an an-

This ifland lies in the

choring place.

latitude of
degrees thirty-three

degrees
minutes fouth, and in

ſixteen minutes weſt longitude ; it is about

four leagues in length from east to west,

and nearly as much in breadth. There is

allo a lake in the middle of the iſland ;

and the fea in fome particular places

fometimes overflows the banks. The

land
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land is in general very low ; though when

firſt make it, ſome parts of it appear

quite the contrary : for it has rifing

grounds covered with fine lofty trees ;

while moſt of the other parts are low, and

have a fandy diſagreeable ſoil . Our boats

at length returned with the unfavourable

news of their having found no good place

to anchor in. However, we diſpatched

them a fecond time to procure fome re-

freſhment from this iſland, which we

`named the Duke of York, and at fix in

the afternoon they returned with a great

quantity of cocoa-nuts, which appeared

to be the only fruit this iſland produces ;

at leaſt it is the only fruit they were able

to find. It is remarkable, that we could

not here obferve the leaft fign of any in-

habitants ; and we fuppofed it was never

feen by any one before.

On the twenty-eighth of June, we had

freſh breezes, with heavy fqualls of rain,

and now giving up all hopes of ſeeing So-

lomon's Iſlands *, which we had expected to

vifit ;

*The islands of Solomon are faid to have been difco-

vered by Ferdinand de Quiros, who repreſented them

as
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vifit ; and ſhould certainly have found had

there been any ſuch iſlands, in the lati-

tude in which they are placed in our maps,

we altered our courſe to the north north-

weft, with the Tamer in company, dur-

ing the whole time : our people being

frequently employed in catching rain wa-

ter ; we having been now upwards of four

months with only a quart of water a day

for each man.

On the fourth of July the Tamer mak-

ing the fignal for feeing land, we ſtood

towards it, and found an ifland in

degrees, thirteen minutes fouth latitude,

and in weft longitude degrees forty

minutes ; and it being never before dif-

covered, we gave it the name of Byron

Inland. It is near four leagues from the

as exceeding rich and populous ; and feveral Spaniards

who have pretended that they were driven thither by

ftrefs of weather have faid that the natives, with ref-

pect to their perfons and behaviour, were much like,

thoſe of the continent of America , and that they had

ornaments of gold and filver ; but though the Spa-

niards have at different times fent feveral perfons in

fearch of theſe iſlands, it was always without ſucceſs :

which muft probably proceed either from the uncertain-

ty of the latitude in which they are faid to be found ;

or the whole being a fiction.

north-
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On our boats ap-

the Indians came

trafficked with our

north-weft to the fouth-eaft, and being

covered with a great number of trees, ap-

pears very fruitful. To the fouth-west of

the iſland you may anchor from ten fa-

thoms water to thirty-feven, in a coral

bottom, half a mile from the ſhore, where

there is little or no furf. At ten in the

morning we ſent our boat armed on fhore,

at which time we faw a multitude of in-

habitants, provided with a kind of proas

or Indian boats, fcattered on different

parts of the fhore.

proaching the land,

along-fide them, and

men, who gave them ſeveral trinkets in

exchange for their fruit, and other things ;

and they ſeemed to be highly delighted

both with what they received, and the

courteous behaviour of the failors. Their

boats are ſmall, and covered with leaves

of trees fewed together : fome of them

carrying four people, and others only two.

Theſe have ſome reſemblance to the proas

uſed by the Indians of the Ladrone Iſlands,

they having what is termed an outrigger,

that is, a frame laid out to the windward,

to balance this little veffel, and prevent

its



ROUND THE WORLD. 137

its overſetting, which would otherwiſe

infallibly happen, from its fmall breadth

in proportion to its length.

*

THESE Indians are of an olive colour,

and have fine long black hair, and their

teeth are remarkably white. They are

well made, and have ftrait limbs, and

great activity. The men were entirely

naked, and though we faw upwards of a

hundred of them in their proas, there was

but one woman amongthem, and of her

they ſeemed to take great notice ; ſhe was

diſtinguiſhed by wearing ſomething about

her waiſt. While the proas were round

the fhip, one of the Indians came on

board, and by his manner of fitting on

the deck, feemed to be more uſed to fit-

ting than ſtanding ; for he inftantly ſquat-

ted down on his hams, and did not quit

that poſture till he jumped overboard.

Theſe Indians feem to have no notion

even of thoſe points, which, one would

think, nature muft have informed them

of, without the affiftance ofthe laws form-

ed by polite nations for the advantage of

civil fociety ; but it is probable that they

enjoy all things in a manner in common

amongſt
T
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amongſt themſelves, and thence have little

idea of property with refpect to others.

Thus one of them came in his proa un-

der the fhip's ftern, and jumped into our

gun-room without being perceived bythe

men, whence he ftole fome little trifles,

which he could conveniently carry away

in his hands ; and another of them, who

had trafficked with one of the men, after

giving him ftrings of beads in exchange

for the bread which he feemed defirous

of having, watched his opportunity, and

attempted to fnatch them again out of his

hand, taking to the water, to which they

´are ſo habituated, that they will frequent-

ly ſtay a minute or more under it.

ON the eighth of July, three days af-

ter we left this iſland, we made the fignal

to the Tamer of feeing land, and at eight

in the morning ran in with it, when we

faw three iflands, which proved to be Ti-

nian, Aguigan and Saypan : but were

obliged to ftand off and on from the land

all night. However, the next morning

we came to an anchor in the road of Ti-

nian, in eighteen fathoms water, in white

fand intermixed with coral rock : one of

our
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our anchors lay to the weftward, and the

other to the eastward, and our cables

were buoyed with caſks, to keep them off

the foul ground. We found freſh gales

of wind from the north to the eaſt, and

when we moored, the tide was obferved

to run regularly from the extremes of the

ifland, ebbing and flowing about eight or

nine feet. Thus we arrived at this de-

lightful iſland, after a paffage of four

months and twenty days, from the ftreights

of Magellan through the Pacific Ocean

with this furprizing and happy circum-

ftance, that during this long run, tho'

many had great complaints of the ſcurvy,

from the falt provifions they had been o-

bliged to live upon, yet thro' the care of

the Commodore, in cauſing the people to

be ſupplied at ftated times with portable

ſoup, and the refreshments we had ob-

tained from ſeveral iſlands, we had not

buried a ſingle man ; and we had now,

by being favoured with fair weather, an

opportunity of fending our fick on fhore,

into the tents, which fome of our men

had foon prepared for their reception.

T 2 ΜΕΑΝ
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MEAN while our men were diſpatched

into the woods in fearch of cattle, which

from the account publiſhed in Commo-

dore Anfon's voyage, we had reafon to

expect we ſhould find in great num-'

bers but we had caft anchor on the

wrong fide of the iſland, and to our great

diſappointment we found them veryſcarce,

and the few we did find, when they were

ſhot, were with great difficulty brought to

the ſhip ; the woods through which we

were obliged to paſs being there fo thick,

as greatly to obſtruct our paffage : and ſe-

veral that were fhot we were obliged to

leave behind ; for though the beaſts them-

felves had made paths thro' theſe woods,

we could not proceed in them without the

greatest difficulty . We therefore killed,

during the first week, only three white.

bullocks, one of which we could not get

foon enough to the fhore, for in less than

twenty-four hours he was covered with

maggots, from the warmth of the cli-

mate, and the prodigious number of flies

in the day, and muſcatos by night, which

laft greatly reſemble our gnats in England,

but are larger as well as more numerous,

and
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and more troublefome ; however, wewere

foon plentifully fupplied with freſh beef,

pork, and even all the neceffaries, and

many ofthe luxuries of life, in the
great-

eft plenty, and all excellent in their

kind.

ON the feventh of Auguft were fent

on ſhore to the tents, which we called

the hoſpital, fixteen others of our ſhip's

company ; and the next day John Wat-

fon, our quarter-mafter, departed this

life ; and foon after died Peter Evans,

one of the feamen belonging to the

Tamer. We now got our copper oven

on fhore, and baked bread, which we

ferved to the fick ; the whole being un-

der the infpection of our own furgeon.

We now fent a boat to the weſtermoft

part
of the iſland, where the cattle were

very numerous, there being great droves.

of them, fome men remaining on ſhore

to shoot them as foon as the boats ap-

peared in fight, when they were inftantly

killed, cut up, and carried to the boat ;

by which means our people had as much

good beef and broth as we could poffibly

expend ; with guavas, oranges, lemons,

limes,
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limes, plenty of excellent cabbages, which

grow on the cocoa trees, and the bread

fruit, for which theſe iſlands are juftly

famous ; and not only poultry like thoſe

in England but wild fowl of various

forts. Our people alfo caught a number

of hogs in fnares.

THIS fine ifland is fituated in fifteen

degrees eight minutes north latitude, and

in a hundred and fourteen degrees fifty

minutes weſt longitude from Acapulco in

New Spain ; but is only about twelve miles

in length, and half as much in breadth,

The foil is dry and healthy, and being

fomewhat fandy, is fuppofed to be, on

that account, the leſs diſpoſed to a too

luxuriant vegetation . No fpot upon earth

can appear more delightful from the ſea,

than the country when viewed from fome

parts of the coaſt, where, inſtead of hav-

ing the appearance of an uncultivated and

uninhabited place, it reſembles a beauti-

ful and noble plantation, in which stately

woods and fpacious lawns have been laid

out, and moſt beautifully intermingled,

and fo happily adapted to the inequalities

of the ground, as to produce a moſt ſtrik-

ing,
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ing, and at the ſame time a moſt pleaſing

effect. The land generally riſes in gentle

flopes, that are frequently interrupted by

vallies, irregularly winding through the

country, which with the gentle ſwellings

of the ground, agreeably diverfied with

the mutual encroachments of lofty woods

and fpacious lawns, covered with a fine

trefoil intermixed with flowers, traverſe

the iſland. The beauty of theſe fine rural

landſcapes were in feveral views from the

coaft, moft pleafingly enlivened by herds

of fome thouſand cattle, feeding together

in the fine lawns ; and it is no leſs true

than fingular, that all of them are milk-

white, with black or brown ears ; theſe

refort to two or three large pieces of freſh

water in the middle of the ifland, where

are alſo found plenty of ducks, teal and

widgeons, curlew and the whiſtling pla-

ver. There alſo found abundance of wild

hogs, which are very fierce, but are ex-

cellent food, as is alfo the fleſh both of

the horned cattle and the fowl. Add to

all this, the great number of domeſtic

poultry which range the woods ; and as

the author of Commodore Anfon's Voy-

age
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age juftly obſerves, by their clamour and

frequent parading, perpetually excite the

idea of the neighbourhood of farms and

villages.

THE beauty of the profpects, and the

freſh proviſions, furniſhed by this delight-

ful iſland, are not all the advantages it af-

fords ; it being as worthy of admiration

from the excellence of its fruits and vege-

tables, which are happily adapted to the

cure of the fea fcurvy ; theſe are all excel-

lent in their kind, and ſeveral of them de-

ferve a particular defcription.

THE Cocoa-nut tree, already mentioned

as growing in moſt of the new diſcovered

iflands, as well as at Tinian, is one of the

moſt beautiful, as well as moſt admirable

of all the vegetable productions, and is

alfo found in many other parts of the

world, particularly in the Eaft and Weſt

Indies . It is a fpecies of the palm :

the trunk is large, ftrait, and infenfibly

grows fmaller from the bottom to the top ;

on the upper part of the trunk are found

the branches which form a beautiful head.

The fruit hangs to the trunk in bunches

by ſtrong ſtalks ; fome are always ripe,

others
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others green, and fome juſt beginning to

button, while the bloffoms, which are

yellow, are ftill in bloom. The fruit is

of different fizes, and of a greenish co-

lour it is covered with two rinds, the

outer compoſed of long, tough brown

threads ; but the fecond is extremely hard,

and has within it a thick firm white fub-

ftance, which has the taſte of a ſweet al-

mond. The people of feveral countries

eat it with their meat as we do bread, and

fqueeze out of it a liquor that reſembles

almond milk, which, on being expofed

to the fire, is converted into a kind of oil ,

that is uſed both in fauces and in lamps.

In the midſt of the nut is alſo a confide-

rable quantity of a clear, cool liquor, that

has the taste of fugar-water, and when

drank is very refreshing. What is called

the cabbage conſiſts of a cluſter of many

white, thin, brittle flakes, which have

fomething of the tafte of almonds, and

when boiled has fome reſemblance to the

taſte of a cabbage ; but is fweeter and

more agreeable.

BUT the moſt remarkable fruit of theſe

iflands, is the bread fruit ; it being ge-

nerally
U
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nerally eaten by the Europeans who come

hither inſtead of bread, to which it is

even preferred. It grows upon a lofty

tree, which, near the top, divides into

fpreading branches, covered with leaves

of a deep green, notched on the edges,

and from a foot to eighteen inches in

length . The fruit which grows fingle on

all parts of the branches, is ſeven or eight

inches long, of an oval form, and cover-

ed with a rough rind, and when gathered

green, and roafted in the embers, has its

infide foft, tender, white and crummy

like bread ; but has fomething of the

tafte of an artichoke's bottom . This

excellent fruit is in ſeaſon eight months

in the year.
As it ripens it turns yellow,

and growing fofter, has the taſte of a ripe

peach, and a fragrant fmell; but is then

faid to be unwholeſome, and apt to pro-

duce the flux.

BUT to proceed : after being ſome time

at this fine iſland, parties were frequently

fent out before day, who conftantly faw

fome hundreds of cows and calves graz-

ing together in herds, when they got fo

near as to pick out and ſhoot the fineſt,

and
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and then bring them to the boats ; fo

that each man had ſometimes an allow◄

ance of three pounds of fleſh meat a day ;

and we had alſo plenty of hogs and fowl.

THE fish, however, caught on the

coaft, appear to be unwholeſome; for on

the 17th of September, the officers , after

eating a diſh of them, were taken ill

with a violent purging and vomiting,

which had like to have proved of fatal

confequence ; indeed Mr. Walter, in his

account of Commodore Anfon's voyage,

obferves, that the few they caught at

their firft arrival had furfeited thoſe who

eat of them, on which they thought it

prudent to abstain from them; which

obfervation, added to our own experience,

is a fufficient proof of their being preju-

dicial. However, amidſt ſuch plenty as

we enjoyed, the want of fiſh might very

well be diſpenſed with. The greateſt

diſadvantage attending this iſland is the

want of a ſafe harbour, and the inconve-

nience of the road, which in ſome fea-

fons affords but little fecurity for a fhip

at anchor.

U 2 IT
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IT is however furprizing, that an

ifland, thus abounding with the neceffa-

ties and luxuries of life, ſhould be deftitute

of inhabitants ; but it ſeems it was once

populous; and that an epidemical fick-

nefs having carried off multitudes of the

inhabitants of this and the neighbouring

iflands, the Spaniards cruelly removed

the reft to Guam, to fupply the numbers

that had died there ; where languiſhing

for their native ſpot, and their former

habitations, the greateſt part of them di-

ed with grief. Indeed, we faw the ruins

of their town, which is now over-run

with trees and buſhes.

THOUGH Tinian is entirely uninhabit-

ed, the Indians of Guam, and other of

the neighbouring iflands, frequently re-

fort thither to jerk beef, and carry it away.

Thefe Indians are a bold, ftrong, well-

limbed people ; and if we may judge

from the admirable ſtructure of their fly-

ing proas, the only veffels they uſe at

fea, they are far from being deficient in

point of underſtanding. Thefe veffels

move with fuch amazing ſwiftneſs, that it

is generally allowed by all who obſerved

them
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them with attention, that with a briſk

trade-wind they will run at leaſt twenty

miles an hour. The conftruction of

theſe proas is very remarkable
, the head

.

and ſtern being exactly alike ; but the

fides very different, that intended for the

windward-fide beingbuilt rounding, while

the lee-fide is flat. The body is formed

of two pieces joined end-ways, and neat-

ly fewed together with bark ; and as the

ftrait run ofher leeward-fide, and her ſmall

breadth, would certainly caufe her to

overfet, a frame, called an out-rigger, is

laid out from her to windward, to the

end of which is faftened a log, made

hollow, in the ſhape of a ſmall boat.

Thus the weight of the frame balances

the proa, and that, with the fmall boat,

which is always in the water, prevents

her overfetting to windward. This veffel

generally carries fix or feven Indians, two

of whom fit in the head and stern, who

ftear the proa alternately, with a paddle,

according to the tack fhe goes on ; he in

the ftern being the fteerfman : the reft

are employed in fetting and trimming the

fail, or bailing out the water fhe acciden-

tally
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tally ſhips. Thus by only fhifting the

fail, thefe veffels, with either end fore-

moſt, can, with amazing ſwiftneſs, run

from one of theſe iſlands to another, and

back again, without ever putting about.

ON the ninth of September, at four in

the morning, the wind blew with fuch

violence, that the Tamer was driven from

her anchors out to fea ; but at twelve ſhe

came to an anchor again ; and yet at four

in the afternoon was driven out to fea a

fecond time.

WE having on our firſt coming to the

iſland haled our barge on fhore, to repair

the damage ſhe had fuftained ; he was

finiſhed on the tenth of September, and

ordered to prepare for fea.

In the mean while our boats, which had

been fent to examine Saypan and Agui-

gan, two of the iſlands we had ſeen on

our ftearing to Tinian, returned, with

the news, that they had found an excellent

bay at Saypan, and that the iſland abound-

ed with a variety of the fineſt fruits, and

ſeemed to enjoy all the advantages of Ti-

nian, from which it was three leagues

diſtance ; and that Aguigan, which lies to

the
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the fouthward, is likewife a beautiful

iſland, and appears to produce nearly the

fame refreſhing fruits as the other iſlands.

DURING this time the Tamer met

with an accident, that was attended with

fatal confequences to two of her beſt ſea-

men ; fhe had, as ufual, fent her boat on

ſhore, when the furf fuddenly roſe ſo high

as to fill the boat with water, by which

means the men were dafhed againſt the

ſteep craggy rocks near the ſhore, and

two of them drowned; and the reſt who

were fix in number, with great difficulty,

eſcaped fuffering the fame fate, by ſwim-

ming to fhore, they being frequently re-

pelled bythe unufual fwell which pre-

vailed at that time.

HAVING taken in a large quantity of

cocoas and limes, which were diftributed

to the fhip's company, and got our tents

from the iſland, we failed from Tinian,

and the reft of the Ladrone Iſlands, on

the fecond of October. For as we had

now finiſhed the bufinefs on which we

werefent, bythe diſcovery of thoſe iſlands

in the South Seas, according to our origi-

nal deſtination, " we bent our thoughts to-

wards



152
A VOYAGE

wards returning home, and it was propof-

ed to touch at Batavia, which the Com-

modore preferred to any port of China for

recruiting his fhips, he being deterred

from touching at the latter, and particu-

larly at Canton, by the baſe and ungene-

rous ufage which Lord Anfon received

there, after a voyage of much longer con-

tinuance, and attended with a ſeries of

the moſt dreadful diftreffes and misfor-

tunes that called for pity and affiſtance .

ON the twenty-fecond of October we

paffed by the Baſhee iſlands, which ap-

pear very high and mountainous, and on

the fixteenth of November entered the

ftreights of Banca, which are forty-five

leagues in length, and faw feveral trading

veffels. The land on the larboard fide

was very level; but there were high hills

on the ftarboard fhore, and many rivers

that diſcharge themſelves intotheſtreights,

which are in fome parts not more than fe

ven or eight leagues over.

C

ON the twenty-feventh of November,

according to our reckoning, we moored

in the road of Batavia, without any ma

terial circumftance happening fince our

leaving
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leaving the Ladrone Iſlands. We here

obſerved, that we had loft a day fince our

leaving England, it being on our arrival the

28th of November in that city. We

found the Falmouth man of war con-

demned and lying afhore, and all the

men cleared for England, except the war-

rant officers, who were left here till the

Lords of the Admiralty ſhould think

proper to recal them. We faluted the

fort with eleven guns, which, for fome

reaſons unknown to us, they did not chuſe

to return but an Engliſh trading ſhip,

which we found lying here, faluted us

with eleven guns, which we returned.

During our stay here we were ſupplied

with plenty of fresh meat and good

greens; with fruits of all kinds, and re-

ceived on board a great quantity of water,

at the rate of five fhillings a leager, or

a hundred and fifty gallons . A fhip of

four hundred and fifty tons, built at Bom-

bay, was employed in caulking the Dol-

phin, and paying her fides with varniſh.

WE had here an opportunity of en-

quiring into the ſtate and fituation of this

country, and therefore a particular ac-

X count
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count of what we learnt will not perhaps

be difagreeable to the reader.

THE ifland of Java, the capital of

which is Batavia, is fituated fix degrees

fouth ofthe line, and is divided from Su-

matra, which is about five leagues diſtance

by the ftreights of Sunda. It is fuppofed

to be a hundred and forty leagues in

length, and extends almoſt due eaſt and

weft ; but its breadth, which is hardly

any where more than fifty leagues, is diffe-

rent in different places. On the north

coaft of Java are feveral good harbours,

commodious creeks, and flouriſhing towns,

with many iſlands near the fhore. Tho' .

Java is fituated fo near the equator,

few climates are more temperate and

healthful, the eaft and weft winds blow-

ing all the year along the ſhore, befides

the general land and fea-breezes : but in

the month of December the coaft is very

dangerous, on account of the violence of

the wefterly winds. In February the

weather is changeable, with ſtorms of

thunder and lightning ; and in May the

rains are fometimes fo violent, for three

or four days together, that all the low

countries are laid under water ; but ſtill

*

one
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one great convenience attends this dila-

greeable circumftance, which is that of

deſtroying infinite broods of infects, that

would otherwiſe deſtroy the fruits of the

earth. Their fugar and rice ripen in Ju-

ly and October, which months not only

furniſh the inhabitants with all kinds of

fruit, but with every neceſſary and luxu-

ry of life.

THE land, which is very fertile about

the fea-coaſt, is finely diverfified with hills

and vallies, which near Batavia are great-

ly improved by fine plantations, beautiful

canals, and whatever can add to the

charms of a country naturally pleaſant

and agreeable. But the Dutch have made

a very inconfiderable progreſs in the cul-

tivation of the country beyond the neigh-

bourhood of that city ; the entrance to

the inland parts being almoſt every where

obftructed by impaffable foreſts,

mountains whofe heads feem to touch

the clouds.

or

JAVA produces a prodigious variety of

fruit : there are here cocoa-trees in abun-

dance; and in the plains grow a kind of

tree, whoſe fruit is called by the Malay-

X 2 ans
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ans jamboos, the juice of which is uſed

by the natives as an infallible remedy a-

gainst the flux, which often rages there

with great violence.

THEIR Indian forrel, which, indeed,

has no reſemblance to that in England, is

eaten by the Inhabitants in great quanti-

ties amongſt their fallads, and its leaves

mixed with faw-duft of fandal wood is

uſed as a certain cure for the tooth-ach.

"

THEIR fruits are, in general, very

rich, particularly their pompions, the in-

fides of which are red, and tafte not un-

like our cherries : with reſpect to their

ſhape, they bear the neareſt relemblance to

an orange ; but are of a much larger fize,

a fingle one fometimes weighing eight or

ten pounds. This fruit, if left on the

tree, continues in perfection all the year

round, and when gathered, will, with

care, keep four or five months. We

thoughtthem ſo excellent, that we brought

many of them to England.
}

THE mango fruit rifes from a white

flower, that grows on the ſmall twigs of

a tree, every way as large as our Engliſh

oaks. Pepper and coffee alfo grow in the

coun-

•
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country, and at a ſmall diſtance from Ba-

tavia are ſeveral plantations of ſugar canes,

from which is made a confiderable quan-

tity of fugar.

WHAT is here called the Indian oak,

is as durable as any that can be found in

Europe ; the wood being of ſuch a con-

fiftence, as to be proof againſt the worms,

and what is more, againſt the mice, which

will gnaw a paffage through almoſt every

other fort of wood. The leaves of this

tree boiled in water, till one half ofthem

is confumed, is , among the natives, the

general remedy againſt pleurifies.

IN fhort, we were told, that almoſt all

forts of garden ſtuff thrive there, and that

thoſe brought thither not only from Surat

and Perfia, but from Europe, yield near

Batavia a great encreafe, fo that their

kitchen gardens produce peafe and beans,

with roots and herbs fufficient for the

confumption of that populous city. How-

ever, rice is the only corn that grows

the iſland. -

in

THE Woods and forefts of Java abound

with a prodigious variety of wild beafts,

as rhinocerofes, tygers, deer, foxes, buf-

faloes
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faloes, apes, wild horſes, jackals, and

crocodiles. Their cows are nearly as large

as ours in England, and have generally

two or three calves at a time ; their ſheep

are alſo nearly of the fize of ours. They

have likewiſe a prodigious number ofhogs,

whoſe fleſh is eſteemed excellent, and far

preferable to beef or mutton.

HERE are a variety of fowls, particu-

larly partridges, pheaſants, wood pigeons,

wild peacocks, and bats fo large, that their

body is as big as that of a rat, and their

wings when extended reach at leaſt three

feet, from the extremity of one to that

of the other.

many

WITH refpect to reptiles, they have

that are very pernicious, particu-

larly fcorpions, among which we ſaw ſe-

veral that were at leaſt a quarter of a yard

in length ; but thoſe of a ſmaller kind are

ſo common, that it is hardly poffible to

remove a cheft, a looking-glass, or a large

picture, without finding them, and being

in danger of ſuffering by their ſting. The

fame creature fmothered in oil, and ap-

plied to the wound, is a general remedy

againſt their poiſon. Beſides theſe, there

are
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are a great number of fnakes of different

fizes, from one foot in length to ten.

WITH regard to the valuable animals

uſeful to man, there are none more plen-

tiful than the fish, of which there are

many kinds, and very good, as alſo a great

number of turtle.

THIS iſland was formerly divided into

feveral petty kingdoms, which are at pre-

fent united under the jurifdiction of the

king of Bantam, who is in poffeffion of

the eaſtern part of the kingdom, as the

Dutch are of the weſtern, and ſome ſpots

of the coaft . The natives of Java are,

according to the Dutch, not only proud

beyond meaſure, but ſkilled in all the arts

of impofture. Their faces are flat and of

a brown caft, with fmall eyes, like the

ancient Chineſe, from whomthey boaſt

their original defcent. The men, who

are ftrong and well proportioned, wear

round their bodies a piece of calico, which

among the more wealthy is flowered with

gold. The women are in general ſmall

of ſtature, and have a piece of calico ,

which reaches from their arm-pits to

their knees. The principal part of them,

eſpecially
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eſpecially thoſe near the coaft, are Maho-

metans, and the reft Pagans.

IN the western parts of the iſland are

many towns ; and in the eaſtern, the ci-

ties of Balambuan and Mataram, the re-

fidence of the king of Bantam, who is

alfo termed the emperor of Java,

BATAVIA was formerly no more than

an open village inhabited by Pagans, and

furrounded by a palifado of bamboos ;

but fince the Dutch have eſtabliſhed a ſet-

tlement here, it is become one of the

fineſt cities in the Indies. It lies in the

fifth degree fifty minutes fouth lati-

tude, and is watered by many little rivers

which unite into one ftream, before they

diſcharge themſelves into the fea. The

city is of a quadrangular form, fortified

with a ſtone wall that has twenty-two

baſtions, and four great gates, two of

which are extremely magnificent . This

wall is on the out-fide encompaffed with

a rampart, and a very broad ditch .

THE harbour of Batavia is very large,

and capable of containing a thouſand vef-

fels in the greateſt ſecurity from the vio-

lence of the winds. It is fhut up every

night
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night with a chain, through which no ſhip

can paſs without permiffion, and paying

a fixed duty, it being guarded by a ſtrong

party of foldiers.

THE ftreets run in a ftrait line, and

are moſt of them thirty feet broad, and

paved with brick near the houſes, which

are handſome and commodious. Fifteen

of the ſtreets have canals of water run-

ning through them, and over one of

theſe canals are four ftrong bridges, each

confifting of four arches twelve feet

broad. In fhort, there are fifty-fix bridges

in the city, befides many draw-bridges

without the walls. The streets are fo

crowded, that from four in the morning,

till late at night, it is difficult to pafs

through them, on account of the crowds

of people continually engaged in buſi-

nefs.

WITH refpect to the public buildings,

it is proper to obferve, that the Chineſe

hofpital is a neat ftructure, fupported by

a tax laid on the marriages, burials, and

public fhews of the Chineſe, as well as

the voluntary contribution of the Chineſe

merchants : there is alfo in thefame ſtreet

Y afound-
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a foundling hofpital ; and it likewife con-

tains a building, in which are lodged all

the artizans in the Dutch Eaft India Com-

pany's fervice. The company have like-

wife a great rope-yard, that employs a

confiderable number of the
fort of

poorer

people, who work under the fhade of the

nut trees planted on each fide. To the

weft of this yard are the company's ware-

houſes for mace, cinnamon , cloves, and

fuch commodities.

In the caſtle, which is of a quadran-

gular figure, built upon a flat, are apart-

ments for all the members of the council

of the Indies. The palace is within the

walls of the caſtle, and is appropriated

to the ufe of the governor. It is built

with brick, but is extremely magnificent,

and loftier than the other buildings ofthe

city. On the top of the turret belonging

to the palace, is placed an iron fhip curi-

Qufly wrought, inſtead of a weather-cock,

which is fo large, that it may be feen

fome leagues diſtance at fea.

THERE are forts, like redoubts, erect-

ed round the city at ſome diſtance, to pro-

tect the inhabitants of the plain from the

incur-
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incurfions of the original natives, who,

before they were erected, frequently came

down upon the people, and plundered

their plantations.

AMONG the principal public buildings,

are alſo four or five churches for the uſe

of the Dutch Calvinifts, befides a great

number of religious ftructures, for the uſe

of perfons of all religions ; a very hand-

ſome town houſe, and a ſpinhuys, or houſe

of correction.

BESIDES the garrifon, which confifts

of foot, there is a troop of horſe, as a

guard to the company's poffeffions lodged

in the city. Thefe are men of a good

ftature, and when drawn up in their uni-

form, make no defpicable appearance.

THE inhabitants of Batavia are a com-

pound of various nations, among whom

the Dutch are the moſt powerful and weal-

thy. Next to thefe are the Chineſe, who

are, perhaps, the most ingenious cheats

in the world. They farm the exciſe and

cuſtoms, and indeed are fure to be con-

cerned in every thing from which they

have a chance of deriving the leaft profit.

They live under a governor of their own,

Y 2 and
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and dreſs in the fame manner as thofe in

China ; but wear their hair long and neat-

ly braided, paying in this laft circum-

ſtance no manner of regard to the Tarta-

rian edicts, which in China oblige the

natives to cut off all their hair but one

lock. It is remarkable, that on the top

of a mount of earth, underneath which

lie the remains of one of their governors,

ftands a table, upon which is placed a

cup, into which the Chineſe ſometimes

put money and provifions, as an offering

to the foul of the deceaſed. This is fitu-

ated in the midſt of a grove, on the out-

fide of one of the city gates.

The Malayans, who are the next in

riches and trade to the Chineſe, alſo live

under a governor of their own . Their

houſes are covered with leaves, and fur-

rounded with cocoa trees . Their drefs is

the fame with the Chineſe, and they are

generally chewing betel.

THE Mardykers or Topaffes are ido-

laters of various nations, who live, both

within and without the city, and feem to

be a people of an eafy difpofition , who

accommodate themſelves, without much

diffi-
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difficulty, to the cuſtoms and manners of

the people among whom they refide.

Their merchants carry on a confiderable

commerce ; others of them are of diffe-

rent trades, and particularly excel in gar-

dening. They drefs in much the fame

manner as the Dutch, and their houfes

are of ftone, well built, and covered with

tiles.

BESIDES thefe, there are the people of

many other nations, all of whom have

their different dreffes, cuftoms, manners,

and places of religious worſhip. So that

the inhabitants of this city make a more

odd and motly appearance, than can be

conceived by any who have not ſeen

them .

HAVING feen every thing which Ba-

tavia afforded worthy of obſervation ;

completely refitted the Dolphin, and ta-

ken in not only wood and water, but a

fufficient ftock of fresh provifions, we

weighed anchor, and failed, with the Ta-

mer in company, on the ninth of Decem-

ber; being faluted at our departure by the

Engliſh ſhip, which ſtill lay in the road ;

by the Dutch Commodore and the fort.

We
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We paffed by the Thouſand Iſlands *, and

a number of others, commonly called the

Bed of Rofes, having cloudy weather,

attended with thunder and lightning, and

on the tenth entered the ftreights of Sun-

da, where the land on each fide is very

high ; both on the shore of the iſland of

Sumatra, and that of Java, the paffage.

between which conftitutes the ftreights

of Sunda. The land of the laſt menti-

oned ifland is here very irregular, and the

inhabitants extremely poor. They traf-

ficked with us chiefly for old cloaths, and

we had an opportunity of fupplying our-

felves with a great quantity of the fineſt

green turtle, with fowls and fruit of all

kinds in the greateſt plenty : the Com-

Theſe are a multitude of very ſmall iſlands,

which extend along the north fide of Java, almoft to

the weft point of New Guinea. Commodore Rog-

gewein failing through the midſt of them, and find-

ing it impoffible to count them, gave them, we are

told, the genera Iname ofthe Thouſand Iſlands. They

are inhabited by a favage people of a black complex-

ion, who are almoft naked, and theſe iſlands are fa-

mous for producing a beautiful fpecies of birds,

known among us by the name of the bird of para---

dife.

modore
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modore particularly bought for ten rix-

dollars, as many turtle as weighed up-

wards of a thouſand pounds, part of which

he gave to the fhip's company, and alſo

fent a part to the Tamer.

हूँ

On the fourteenth, at ſeven in the even-

ing, we came to an anchor on the north

fide of Prince's Ifland, which lies within

the fouth entrance of the ftreights, in or-

der to recruit our wood and water. We

found this iſland well ſtocked with pro-

vifions of all kinds, and particularly fowls.

The inhabitants are to all appearance free

from the dominion of the Dutch ; though

by the accounts given by the natives, they

often fall victims to their unprovoked cru-

elties, as they frequently feize them, and

reduce them to the condition of flaves,

and even fell them in the fame manner,

as the negroes are purchaſed on the coaft

of Guinea.

*

AFTER repairing the inconfiderable da-

mage our fhip had at this time ſuſtained,

by fome pieces of copper being torn eff

the larboard bow by the fmall bower an-

chor, we on the 19th failed from Prince's

Inland,
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Ifland, working to the windward, between

the ſhore of Java and the above iſland.

On the twenty-fifth we had a light

breeze and pleaſant weather, and this be-

ing Chriſtmas-day the people were in high

ſpirits, and not a little troubleſome. We

had at this time an accident, which gave

us fome concern ; William Walker, a

quarter gunner, was fitting asleep with a

pipe in his mouth, and fell overboard ;

when, notwithſtanding all poffible means

were uſe to fave him, he was never feen

more. This unhappy man was a very

good feaman, and univerfally respected by

the officers, and all on board.

阚

On the 29th, we began to be ſerved

with rice in the room ofpeafe and oatmeal,

and with fugar inſtead of oil. But no-

thing remarkable happened, till on the

ninth of February, 1766, we made land

fifty degrees to the eastward of Cape d'A-

guilas, but had a contrary wind for fe-

veral days together ; however, on the

fourteenth we paffed the Cape of Good

Hope, and came to an anchor in Table

Bay, with a fresh gale, working to wind-

ward under a cloſe - reefed main and top-

fails,
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fails, and there found fome light Dutch

ſhips, and Indiamen, bound for Europe.

In this bay the ſouth-east wind blew fo

ftrong, as to oblige us to lie with our

yards and top-maſts ftruck ; and it was

ſometimes with the greateſt difficulty

that our boats reached the ſhore, through

the violence of the fqualls, which at par-

ticular times are here fo great, as to drive

ſhips from their anchors out to ſea.

ON our entering the bay we faluted

the fort, which compliment was imme-

diately returned, and the Commodore went

on ſhore to viſit the Governor, who receiv-

ed him with all due tokens of respect.

THE fquare, in which the Governor

lives, is encompaffed by many other very

grand buildings, befides that appropriated

to the uſe of that great officer, who here

appears with dignity of a prince. Our

Commodore, during his ftay, refided in

ahouſe adjoining to the Governor's, where

he had a centinel always at his door, and

a ferjeant who attended him whenever he

went abroad : in the middle of this ſquare

is a very fine fountain, which fupplies the

greatest part of the town with water.

Z THE

•
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THE officers of both fhips now going:

afhore refided chiefly at Mr. Prince's,

which, with many others in the town, is

fitted up for the officers of the fhips

that put into the Cape for refreſhments,

and as for a long time we had enjoyed no

recreation, we now ſpent our time very

agreeably. This was chiefly owing to.

the civility of the inhabitants, who, as ;

they depend greatly on the foreign fhips.

that touch there, think it their intereft to

behave with good manners, and extraor

dinary complaifance to all ftrangers .

*

DURING our ſtay at the Cape, all on

board were fupplied with freſh mutton

and beef; for provifions are fo cheap, that

a fheep may be bought for a Spaniſh dol-

lar, which, when clear of the offal, will

weigh fifty or fixty pounds. Their tails,

which are remarkably large, are chiefly.

compofed of fat, which eats like marrow.

Indeed their mutton and beef are extreme-

y weft tafted. The ſkins of the ſheep

are not covered with wool, as ours in

England ; but with a kind of down, in-

termixed with long hair. The bullocks

are large, and in great abundance, and

are
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are uſed for the moſt part in teams ; for

which uſe they are preferred to horſes ;

eight or ten of them being harneffed to-

gether, and conducted by a flave, who

goes before to guide them .

THE horſes are ſmall but very fpirited ;

and we were told an odd circumftance

concerning them, which is, that they are

never known to lie down but when fick,

and that this is an infallible fign by which

their owners know when they are out of

order.

WITH refpect to the country in gene-

ral, it is fituated in the thirty-fifth degree

of fouth latitude, and in a temperate cli-

mate, where the extremes of heat and

cold are equally unknown . It abounds

with the moſt beautiful landſcapes ; the

ſkirts of the mountains being interſperſed

with lofty groves of the fineſt trees, and

the vallies and plains confift of delightful

meadow lands adorned with a variety of

the most beautiful flowers, that fill the air

with their fragrance . The land here alſo

produces a prodigious number of the fineſt

vegetable productions, and a great varie-

ty of the richest fruits, while moſt of

Z 2 thofe
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thoſe brought from the Eaſt and Weſt In-

dies flourish here as well as in their na-

tive foil.

ONE of the moſt beautiful of thoſe na-

tural to the foil is the aloe, of which

there are here many forts, they be-

ing feen not only in the fine gardens of

the company ; but great numbers grow in

the clefts of the rocks, and, it is faid,

that throughout the whole year, one fort

or other is conſtantly in bloffom .

THE Indian gold tree is alſo very beau-

tiful, it having ſmall gold-coloured leaves

fpeckled with red ; with fmall greenish

bloffoms.

THERE are here great numbers of

quince trees, whofe fruit is faid to be not

only larger but better than the quinces of

any other country in the known world.

Hence the Dutch, who are fettled here,

have diſcovered feveral excellent methods

of preferving them, and not only make

great quantities of marmalade for their

own ufe, but fell it to the ſhips that touch

there for refreſhments.

THERE
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THERE are here alſo three forts ofthat

delicious fruit the anana, or pine-apple ;

with orange trees of feveral different

kinds unknown in Europe ; and many

other forts of pleaſant fruit, of which I

cannot remember the names.

No country upon earth abounds with

a greater variety of animals. Among the

wild beaſts are the elephant, the rhinoce-

ros, and the buffalo ; with lions, tygers,

leopards, wolves, wild dogs, porcupines,

elks, harts, goats of various kinds, wild

horſes, that beautiful animal the zebra,

and many others .

AMONG the moſt extraordinary of theſe

is a ſmall animal, fomewhat larger than a

fquirrel, with a head that has ſome re-

femblance to that of a bear. It is called

a rattle mouſe, from its frequently making

a rattling noiſe with its tail, which is nei-

ther very hairy nor very long. Its back is

of a liver colour, and its fides nearly black.

It lives for the moſt part on trees, leap-

ing like a ſquirrel from one tree to ano-

ther, and lives upon acorns, nuts, and the

like, but purs like a cat.

THE
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THE feathered race are no lefs nume-

rous ; for befides many of thofe known in

Europe, there are here oftriches, much

larger than thoſe we ſaw in the ſtreights

of Magellan; flamingoes, fpoon-bills, blue

birds, green peaks, the long tongue, and

a great number of others.

THE flamingo is larger than a ſwan,

and is a beautiful and ſtately bird. Both

the head and neck are as white as fnow,

and the latter is confiderably longer than

that of a fwan. The bill is very broad

and black at the point, and the reſt of it

of a deep blue. The upper part of the

wing feathers are of a flame colour, and

the lower black : but the legs , which are

much longer than thoſe of the ftork, are

of an orange colour, and the feet reſemble

thoſe of a gooſe. But though they live

upon fiſh, their flesh is both wholeſome

and well tafted.

THE green peak is all over green, ex-

cept two red ſpots, one on its breaſt, and

another on its head, and is a very beauti-

ful bird. It feeds on infects, which it

picks out of the bark of trees ,

THE
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THE long-tongue is about the fize of

a bull-finch, and his tongue is not only

very long, but faid to be as hard as iron,

and the end as fharp as the point of

a needle ; ' this being a weapon given it by

nature for its preſervation. The feathers

on the belly are yellow, and the reft

fpeckled.

Ar the Cape are alſo many ſpecies of

excellent fish, a confiderable number of

which are common in Europe, and others

peculiar to theſe ſeas .

THE reptiles and infects are like-

wife extremely numerous, and
and among

theſe are a great variety of ferpents, fome

of which are extremely venomous, many

fcorpions, and fome centepedes. Thus to

counterbalance the many advantages this

country affords, from the abundance of

uſeful animals, there are alſo thrown into

the ſcale many that are prejudicial and

extremely dangerous ; as if it was intend-

ed to fhew to man, that amidſt the

greatest bleffings and advantages beſtow-

ed on one of the most enchanting spots

in the univerſe, it was neceffary to mix at

certain proportion of evil, to reduce it

more
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more to a level with thofe countries that

are in ſome reſpects leſs deſirable.

BUT to return : after our arrival at

the Cape, our fore-yard was found rotten

in the flings, and being condemned as

unferviceable, a new one was purchaſed.

While we lay here we were alſo ſupplied

with oxen, which we ourſelves falted ;

and with plenty of live ſheep, freſh bif-

cuit, and fruit. Both our fhip and the

Tamer, having a freſh ſupply of wood,

water, and all neceſſary ſtores, and being

compleatly fitted for failing to our long

wifhed-for home, our Commodore took

leave of the Governor on the fecond of

March, and was received on board with a

guard attending him ; the next day

having weighed, we faluted the fort with

fifteen guns, which were immediately re-

turned, and ſetting fail, left ſeven Dutch

ſhips, and fome Indiamen of other nations,

in the bay.

ON the fixteenth ofMarch we ſaw the

rocks off the iſland of St. Helena, bear-

ing weft by north, feven or eight leagues

diſtance . In the eighth degree fixteen

minutes fouth latitude, we obferved a

ftrange
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ftrange fail which hoiſted French colours ;

but in the evening ran her out of fight.

DURING this time we had very plea-

fant weather: but on the twentieth, at

eleven in the morning, we were alarmed

by the ſhip's running foul of a whale, on

which the ftruck her head, and then

her larboard bow. This put the Com-

modore and officers in no fmall confterna-

tion, left the ſhip ſhould have fuffered

from the violence of the fhock,

we were at that time running at the rate

of fix knots an hour : however, we found

it attended with no bad confequence : but

perceived the fea near the place where

the accident happened tinged with blood ;

by which we fuppofed that the whale

was killed, or at leaſt deeply wounded .

1 as

ON the twenty-fourth the Captain of

the Tamer made the fignal to bring to,

and came on board to acquaint the Com-

more, that the rudder braces were broke

from the ftern poft, by which means the

rudder was rendered entirely uſeleſs. Up-

on this the honourable Mr. Byron thought

proper tofend his carpenter with affiſtants

A a on
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on board her, to contrive a machine in-

ſtead ofa rudder, to fteer her,fomewhat af-

ter the model of that of the Ipſwich. This

was compleated in feven days, and gave

general fatisfaction. Indeed, by the event,

it was found to anſwer very well, in their

paffage to Antigua, for inſtead of failing

to England, they fteered for that iſland,

in order to refit, in hopes ofmeeting with

milder weather ; when they found the

difference of failing with this machine

to be only about five miles in forty-eight

hours.

AFTER the departure of the Tamer,

which was the first time of our being fe

parated from her for any confiderable

length of time fince our leaving Eng-

land, we had a moft violent gale of wind,

which drove us to the northward of the

Weſtern Iflands, till we came within two

hundred leagues of the land, when we

fpoke with ſeveral ſhips lately come from

England, which gave us very erroneous

accounts of the bearing of the coaft. We

had now a ſtrong easterly wind, which

Iafted feveral days, and the weather ap-

peared to us piercing cold ; from our hav-

ing
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ing been, during ſo long a time, uſed to a

warm climate, and eſpecially as our cloath-

ing was not fuited to fo fharp an air.

However, we at laſt met with a favourable

wind, and on the fixth of May ſaw the

ifland of Scilly, and fteering up the chan-

nel, on the ninth in the morning, arrived

in the Downs, where we caft anchor, in

expectation of receiving orders.

THUS we happily compleated our voy-

age, in which by the affiftance of Di

vine Providence, and the tenderneſs and

care of the honourable Mr. Byron, our

excellent Commodore, in caufing the

crews to be ſerved with portable foup, and

with the greatest humanity diſtributing

provifions to the fick from his own table,

that dreadful difeafe the fea-fcurvy was

rendered lefs inveterate and fatal, and we

loft a leſs number of men, than any other

ſhip in fuch a voyage : for, to the honour

of that humane Commander, let it be

known to pofterity, that under him the

Dolphin and Tamer encompaffed the

earth, and in fo long a voyage through

various feas and climates, and after fail-

ing ſeveral thoufand leagues under the

A a 2
torrid
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torrid zone, loft fix men only out of each

fhip, including thoſe that were drowned

a number fo inconfiderable, that it is

highly probable, more ofthem would have

died, had they ſtaid on ſhore.

FROM our arrival at Spithead, till our

leaving the ſhip in the river, no boats were

fuffered to come on board us, nor any an-

ſwer to be given to enquirers, with reſpect

to who we were, or from what port we

were come, fo that variety of conjectures

were formed as to our late voyage. But

after waiting a few days, each man, ac-

cording to the promiſe of the Commo-

dore, received double pay for his encou-

ragement, and had an opportunity of en-

joying thoſe comforts, which we, after

an abſence of twenty-two months from

our native country, might be ſuppoſed ar-

dently to wish for.

THUS ended this voyage, originally

planned by the Lords of the Admiralty,

and which produced the difcovery of

thoſe iſlands, that have lately fo much

engroffed the attention of the public.

They are here defcribed with all the

accuracy, which the neceffary employ-

ments
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ments required, at particular times , from

every man on board would permit ; and

with that truth and authenticity, which

may be juſtly expected from one who ſaw

every thing, of which he has given a de-

ſcription. In fhort, if the reader ſhould

find in the courfe of the work any thing

to entertain him, at the fame time that his

geographical knowledge is enlarged, the

author of theſe ſheets will think the time

he has fpared from his more neceffary en-

gagements, when on board, happily em-

ployed.

APPENDIX.
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APPENDIX.

S the difcovery of the gigantic race of Patago-

As
nians is one ofthe most curious and extraordi-

nary particulars of this voyage, the editor imagines

it will be proper here to lay before the reader, what

has been faid by the authors of former voyages on this

fubject, with ſome remarks. Indeed, one important

confequence of this voyage, is the putting an end to

the difpute, which for two centuries and a half has

ſubſiſted between geographers, in relation to the reali-

ty of their being a nation of people of fuch an

amazing ſtature, of which the concurrent teftimony

of all on board the Dolphin and Tamer can now

leave no room for doubt.

THESE were ſeen by Magellan, whoſe ſhip was

the firft which viſited that coaſt, and who in 1519,

diſcovered the ftreights that bear his name : but the

writer of that voyage has mingled with his deſcrip-

tion of them circumftances that are equally fabulous

and abfurd, and that are only calculated to diſguiſe

truth in the habit of fiction . Speaking of one of theſe

people who came on board, he ſays, " his bulk and

" ſtature were fuch, as would eafily allow him the

" character of a giant : the head of one of our mid-

" dle-fized men reached but to his waiſt, and he was

" proportionably big." So far was without doubt

ftrictly true ; but he proceeds, " His body was for-

66

midably painted, eſpecially his face; a stag's horn

❝ being
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being drawn upon each cheek, and great circles

about his eyes : his colour was otherwife moſt-

ly yellow, only his hair was white. For his

"¿c apparel he had the ſkin of a beaſt clumfily fewed

together ; but a beaft as ftrange as he that wore

it, neither mule, horfe, nor camel ; but fome-

" thing of each, the ears of the firſt, the tail of the

" fecond, and the fhape and body of the laft. It

cc

was an entire fuit, all of one piece from head

" to foot. The arms he brought with him were a

" ftout bow and arrows ; the ftring of the former

" was a gut or finew of that monftrous beaft, and

" the latter, instead of iron heads, were tipped with

" fharp ftones. The Admiral made him eat and

" drink, and he feemed to enjoy himself very com-

" fortably, till cafting his eyes on a great looking-

glafs, he was in fuch a fright, that ſtarting back,

" he threw a couple of men that ftood by him to

" the ground ; however, he fared fo well, that we

" halfoon the company of more, and the Admiral,

" being defirous of making fome of thefe gigantic

" people priſoners, his crew filled their hands with

66 toys that pleaſed them, and in the mean time put

C

iron hackles on their legs, which they thought

" were very fine play things, and were pleaſed with

theirjingling found, till theyfound how they were

< hampered and betrayed ; but then they fell a bel-

" lowing like bulls, and in that extremity implored

" the help of Setebos. One alone tried the utmoſt

" force of nine men that were employed to maſter

" him, and though they had him down, and bound

" his hands tightly, yet he freed himſelf from his

" bonds, and got loofe, in fpite of all their endea-

<< 'vours
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" yours to hold him. Their appetite is proportion-

" able to their ftrength ; for one of them eat up a

" whole baſket of fhip biſcuit at a meal, and they

"

eat their fleſh raw. They have no fixed habita-

< tions, but certain moveable cottages." We are

here to remark, that it was impoffible the author

fhould know their language, and yet he afferts, that

they report ftrange things of horrid forms and´ap-

pearances frequently feen amongſt them ; of horned

dæmons with long fhaggy hair, throwing out fire

both before and behind. Their pretended practice

of phyfic is equally abfurd and ridiculous : this he

repreſents as confifting only of bleeding and vomit-

ing, the former by giving a good chop with an edge

tool in the part affected, whether the leg, arm, or

face ;
and that to procure a vomit, they thruſt an

arrow a foot and a half down their throats. Which

circumſtances muft undoubtedly deftroy the credit of

his narration, though in other particulars it was

'true and accurate.

THESE people are afterwards mentioned by Sir

Thomas Cavendish, who feems to have feen them

only at a diſtance, and to have judged of their ſta-

ture by the print of their feet in the fand ; for hav

ing obferved, that they killed two of his people with

their arrows, he fays, they ſeemed of a gigantic

race, the meaſure of one of their feet being eighteen

inches in length. Hence he gave this country the

name of Patagonia, by which he meant to fignify,

that the people were five cubits and a half high.

J

THE public were afterwards informed by the

writer of Admiral Van Noort's voyage made in 1598,

that they learned from an Indian boy,whom they car-

ried away with them fromthe ftreights of Magellan,

and
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and taught him Dutch, that the country was inha-

bited by four tribes, three of which were of the or-

dinary fize, but the fourth were ten or twelve feet

high. This is indeed only the teſtimony of a boy ;

but in the account of a voyage made the fame year

by the Dutch captain Sebald de Weert, this boy's

teſtimony was confirmed ; for that captain, fays he

found ſeven canoes in the ftreights of Magellan, in

which were favages of a reddish colour and long

hair, who appeared to be ten or eleven feet high.

THOSE people were likewife mentioned by Ad-

miral Spelbergen, who failed through the ftreights of

Magellan in the year 1614, and obferves, that they

one day faw a man on fhore who firft climbed one

hill, and then another, to look at the fleet, and at

laft came to the fea-fide for the ſame purpoſe, ſo that

he was feen by all on board, who unanimoufly con-

cluded, that he was taller than theſe people had been

repreſented by the author of Magellan's voyage.

THE laft author who mentions thefe Patagonians

is captain Shelvock, who, in his account of his voy-

age round the world in 1719, defcribing the ifland of

Chiloe, which is oppofite the coaſt of Chili, in the

forty-third degree ſouth latitude, fays, " the genera

66

$

lity of the people are of the ordinary ſtature ; but

" that according to Monf. Frazier, in the inland

part of the continent, there is a race of an extra

" ordinary fize, and that he was credibly informed

" by ſeveral who had been eye-witneſſes, that ſome

" were about nine or ten feet high."

IN fhort, this voyage has effectually eſtabliſhed

the teftimony of theſe authors with reſpect to the fize

of the Patagonians, which we would confider fepa-

rately
Bb
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rately from the other circumſtances they have men-

tioned, that appear to be merely fanciful. What uſe

Divines may make of this, we know not ; but it

certainly proves what is recorded in fcripture, and

even in heathen authors, that there was, (and ftill is)

a race of giants.

FINI S.

ERRAT A.

Page 14, line 11 , for all the men were drawn upon

the deck, &c. read, all hands manned the fhip, ftanding

with their arms extended upon the yards, juft to touch

each other. Line 5, from the bottom, for ſpread our

fails, r. fet our fails. P. 23, 1. 13 , r. hard-ware, pew-

ter. P. 25, the laft line for lands, r. iſlands. P. 30,

for take down, r. ftrike. P. 64, the fecond line from

the bottom, for 1767, r. 1567. P. 101, l. 1. r. with our

head to the ſouthward.

1
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