This is a reproduction of a library book that was digitized
by Google as part of an ongoing effort to preserve the
information in books and make it universally accessible.

Google books

https://books.google.com



https://books.google.com.br/books?id=ZsERAAAAYAAJ&hl=pt-BR

Digitized by GOOg[Q



-

STl b e T L e W Bl it s el b S o e e R st 4 6 S RO A Iab 4 wnal e KATT L AT KRR o e o M s r = 2t b

A )
A T ki




B
L
- )



l, \‘\ga/sk\\)s) GV"\‘\'\'S\'\-— (g\ov\&e,
2. H;w:..\;-'DL:o-/._%A“?;H) 1932 -1402

2 AE



!)s)
i ’i
-,‘)



Digitized by GOOS[Q
F



s






N\ mann A e \‘\\7\ veny o Vw2l

N

VOYAGE

OF

H. M. S. BLONDE

TO THE

+

'SANDWICH ISLANDS,

IN THE YEARS 1824-1825.

CAPTAIN THE RIGHT HON. LORD BYRON, COMMANDER.

LONDON :
JOHN MURRAY, ALBEMARLE-STREET.

MDCCCXXVI.
A



LLONDON:
"PRINTED BY THOMAS DAVISON, WHITEFRIARS.



PREFACE.

Tue following narrative has been compiled from the
various journals and notes made by some of the officers and
other gentlemen that accompanied Lord Byron on his in-

teresting voyage to the Sandwich Islands.

It is much to be regretted that Mr. Bloxam, the Chaplain
of his Majesty’s ship, Blonde, was prevented by the sudden-
ness of his departure from England, in order to fulfil his
duty in a distant colony, from arranging his own papers

and those of his companions.

The Editor is conscious that some things may have been
omitted, and some, possibly, mistaken, notwithstanding
every endeavour to do justice to the work, owing to a want
of that local knowledge which Mr. Bloxam, as an eye-wit-
ness, must have possessed, and with which he would, no
doubt, have extended and adorned his narrative, had he
fortunately remained to prepare it for publication.
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These observations refer, of course, chiefly to the second
part of the following work, which contains the account of
the Blonde’s voyage. '

In the first part, the Editor has consulted the voyages
of Cook, Vancouver, Dickson and Portlock, Turnbull, and
several other English navigators, besides the French and
Russian voyages. Much valuable information was also re-
ceived verbally from the missionaries, besides that contained
in Mr. Ellis’s excellent account of Hawaii; and with respect
to the visit of the king and queen of the Sandwich Islands
to England, the most liberal assistance has been afforded by
the gentleman who acted as their friend, no less than as

their guardian, while they were in London.

As the local situation of the Sandwich Islands renders
them very important in the eyes of every maritime and
commercial nation, particularly such as may have a view
to trading between the rising states on the western coast of
America, and the East Indies or China, it was believed that
an account of the Islands and of their history, from the
period of their discovery, would not be unacceptable.

The rapid progress that civilization has made in these

Islands is also a subject of great interest; and as the chiefs
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have voluntarily chosen England as guardian to their infant
state, and lean towards it with affectionate respect, as the
source whence they expect all that is to be beneficial to
them, it was thought, that to diffuse a knowledge of their
past and present condition would perhaps contribute to ob-
jects so worthy of a great and ancient people, as the amending
and polishing an innocent and ingenious nation, and fostering
the growth of religion, polity, and literature, where hitherto
man has scarcely assumed his proper rank in the scale of

creation.

For the few notices concerning natural history which
the work contains, it is chiefly indebted to the zealous atten-
tion of Mr. A. Bloxam, brother to the chaplain of the Blonde,
who, if not a learned naturalist, deserves the praise of a dili-
gent and sensible collector. For some facts connected with
the subject, the Editor is obliged to the gentlemen connected
with that department in the British Museum, who very
kindly gave permission to consult them, and to inspect the
specimens of natural history deposited in the Museum.

It is to be regretted, that the practised collector of bo-
tanical specimens who went in the Blonde to the Sandwich
Islands should not have furnished any account of the plants,
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useful or curious, which he collected for the Horticultural
Society, or that some of the very enlightened members of
that Society should not have done so. The field is in some
respects new ; and it is acknowledged by all the foreign
navigators, that the collection made during the Blonde’s
voyage is one of the most curious in Europe. The few
notices that are to be found in the present work concerning
the useful plants were taken chiefly from the books, printed
and manuscript, in Sir Joseph Banks's library, to which the
kindness and liberality of Mr. Brown allowed the Editor

free access.

The drawings, from which the engravings were made,
are by Mr. Dampier, to whom the Editor is greatly indebted

for the use of his sensible and agreeable journal.

Something should be said as to the spelling of the names
of persons and places in the following pages. It differs
entirely from the system of orthography adopted by Captain
Cook ; and it was not without consideration that his practice
was departed from. The Islands are no longer without
literature : the Roman letters are used ; and the sounds of
the vowels which have been adopted are rather those given
them by the Italians than the English; hence the oo of
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Cook is now expressed by u, and so on. The names of the
Islands may now be considered as fixed by the authority of
the chiefs ; and the printing-press of Oahu, formerly Woahoo,
has given stability to the hitherto fluctuating orthography
of the Islands.
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SANDWICH ISLANDS.

KING TAMEHAMEHA II.—HIS VISIT TO ENGLAND—
AND DEATH, 1824.
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SANDWICH ISLANDS.

Tue Sandwich Islands have made such a very rapid pro-
gress towards civilization during the few years that have
elapsed since their discovery by Captain Cook, that they
might claim sufficient interest to make a sketch of their
history acceptable from that consideration alone. But the
very singular circumstances attending the visit of their late
sovereigns to this country, and their death while here, render
such a sketch necessary as an introduction to the account of
the Voyage of the Blonde, which was despatched by this
Government for the express purpose of conveying their bodies
to their native Islands, together with the chiefs who had
accompanied them, and by that mark of respect drawing still
closer those bonds of confidence and good will which have
always united the Sandwich Islanders with this country.

The names of seven of the kings antecedent to Teraiopu
or Terreeoboo, in whose reign Captain Cook discovered the

Islands, have been recorded by various navigators who have
B2
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visited the South Seas, but so variously, that it appears im-
possible they should have meant to commemorate the same
individuals, unless, indeed, the change of name, which we
know was practised by the last king, was a general custom.
He was originally called Iolani, but upon performing the
first tabu with his father he adopted the name of Riho Riho,
and finally, on his father’s death, assumed that of Tame-
hameha II., and was never willingly afterwards called by
any other.

In the reign of Kukanaroa, as one account says ; in that
of Kahoukapu, according to another, the Islands of Hawaii
had been visited. First, by a priest, who settled there with
his gods, and whose posterity still remains; and secondly, by
a vessel with white men, with whom this priest was able to
converse*. The fifth in descent from this Kahoukapu was
Kaiamamao (the Kayenewee-a mummow of Cook), the father

of Teraiopu. The end of his reign was marked by one of

* See the two last chapters of Mr. Ellis’s very interesting tour in Hawaii.
This missionary, we believe, possesses more knowledge than any other person
respecting the Sandwich Islands, and especially their history. It may seem at
first sight of little consequence to know the names of barbarous kings; but the
state in which these islands were found supposes the existence of some men supe-
rior to the common—of inventors and of legislators ; and if, among the traditional
ballads and legends, the memory of such should be preserved, they will form no
uninteresting chapter in the history of the human race.



SANDWICH ISLANDS. 5

those wild romantic incidents that poetry and tradition have
taught us are common in all nations, in those early stages
of society that precede civilization. Kouipoipoi, a powerful
chief of Hawaii, having in vain attempted to seduce the
affections of one of Kaiamamao’s wives, one day contrived to
decoy her from her home, and to carry her up to the moun-
tains. Alapaii, brother to the ravisher, was a just man and
a valiant warrior ; and on learning this atrocious act he went
to Kouipoipoi, and entreated him to restore the woman to
her husband, pointing out the danger he was in from the rest
of the chiefs, who would certainly assemble to punish such a
violation of all the rules of honour. The remonstrances of
Alapaii produced their effect, and he was commissioned to
restore the wife of Kaiamamao to her husband. The king,
however, proud of his high descent, the extent of his lands,
and the number of his vassals, forbade her to approach him,
under pain of being sacrificed on the spot to his wrath. On
this, Alapaii, still desirous of peace, and wishing to reconcile
the unfortunate woman to her lord, prepared a feast of coco-
nuts, fish, and other pleasing food, and spread them before
the king. But these too he refused, and haughtily com-
manded his attendants to deposit them on the Whattas ¥,

* The Whatta is a raised platform on which sacrifices used to be laid and
Suffered to rot.
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that the heat of the sun might destroy them. Now this was
the greatest insult that one chief could offer to another, and
the gentle Alapaii was roused to resentment. He assembled
all his followers: the chiefs, his friends, did the same; and
the two armies met in the valley of Ono Marino, and fought
for three days. Of the warriors on the side of Kaiamamao
few besides himself and his son Teraiopu survived. The
king, indeed, owed his life to the generosity of Alapaii, who
seeing him in danger from the spear of one of his own vas-
sals, rushed forward and saved him at the risk of his life.
But the pride of Kaiamamao could not endure defeat, and
he slew himself, as it appears, on the field of battle.
Notwithstanding this event, the devotion of the chiefs of
Hawaii to the family of their kings was shown by placing
Teraiopu at their head; and as it was shortly after, that
the most memorable event that has ever occurred in the
history of these Islands took place, namely, their being
made known to the civilized world by Captain Cook*, the
reign of Teraiopu, or Terreeoboo, may be considered as the
beginning of the certain history of the Sandwich Islands,
and this a fit place to notice generally their state of civiliza-
tion at the period of the discovery. The Sandwich Islands,

when first visited by Captain Cook, were not, as now, united

* See Ellis, p. 418.
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under one chief, but the seven inhabited Islands* had each
its different Aree rahee or Eree Eree, literally chief of
chiefs, or king, subordinate to whom there were Arees or
chiefs of districts; and under these again were minor chiefs,
ruling the cultivators, who were generally called Kanakas or
men. There was no distinct class of warriors, but every
man took part in the quarrel of his chief, and even the
women often went out to fight. A pitched battle usually
" terminated every dispute; and there is no tradition of any
kind of treacherous conduct in war, or revenge exercised
after an apparent reconciliation, to contradict the character
for good faith and placability which has been generally
given to these people. '
The weapons of the Sandwich Islanders were ’slings
and spears, clubs and daggers, formed of hard wood, and
rendered more formidable by their ornaments of bone, or
the teeth of dogs or fish. When the chiefs took the field
they adorned themselves with the war-helmet and cloak.
This helmet is shaped like that of the ancient Greeks; it is
framed of wicker-work and covered with the beautiful red
feathers of the Hehivi, or Drepanis Vestiarius+, mixed with

* Hawaii, Maui, Morotoi, Oahu, Onehoa, Tauai, Tahoura.
+ Certhia Vestiarius of Lathom. The Nectarina Byronensis or Apapanea
also furnishes red feathers.
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the scarce yellow plumes of the Nectarina Niger or Uho*.
The cloak is a long garment, not unlike the Spanish cloak,
curiously woven of feathers like those of the helmet; red,
yellow, and black, are the usual colours: a cloak entirely
yellow could only be worn by the king. The war-god of
each chief was solemnly removed from his family temple and
carried before him to the field, where it was placed in the
most conspicuous station and surrounded with the Kaheles
or feather standards of state. The taking prisoner the war-
god of a rival party usually terminated the war. Some few of
the surviving enemy were always selected as sacrifices to the
deities of the conquerors, but their blood was not shed ; they
were strangled without the doors of the temples, and then
brought in and laid on their faces before the idols, sometimes
alone, sometimes mingled with the carcasses of those domestic
animals which furnished the ordinary offerings. Excepting
these devoted persons, it does not appear that any kind of
revenge or cruelty was indulged against the vanquished.
Even the very chiefs were freely readmitted into social inter-
course with their conquerors. |

The soil appears to have been regarded as the pro-
perty of the Erie-Erie, for on the death of a chief his estates

* Also called Merops Niger and Gracula Longirostra.
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reverted to the king, and his wives and children remained
destitute, unless, as most frequently happened, the king be-
stowed them anew on the family *.

It does not appear that any thing like money was in use
among these people, but they practised barter, and readily
understood, and steadily adhered to, equivalents in their
exchanges. The ornamental wreaths and chaplets, and the
curiously formed bracelets of the women; the war-cloaks
and helmets made of feathers procured with difficulty, and
whose arrangement, as it required a great expense of time,
was one of the employments of the chiefs, and the finer
kinds of cloth, as they were articles of luxury, were desired
above all things, and were consequently exchangeable for
more of the necessaries of life than any other objects; and
next to them in value were their weapons, in general highly
ornamented. These goods, therefore, constituted the trea-

* Tamehameha I. felt the inconvenience of this custom, and wishing to
render lands hereditary, he usually bestowed on the son the ground the father
had occupied. It will be seen in the sequel that the custom of inheritance is
gaining ground. Itwas probably to remedy the evils arising from the reversion
of the lands to the king on the death of the occupant that the people of Otaheite
had adopted the singular custom mentioned in Cook’s first voyage, of considering
the son, from his birth, the possessor of the estate, regarding the father, from
that hour, as regent only.

May not this unnatural custom of the son’s displacing the father have been

one of the incitements to child-murder, of which all the South Sea Islanders are
accused ?
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sures of the chiefs, and were generally laid up in caverns,
the secret of which was seldom intrusted to many persons,
and which might not be approached by a kaneka on pain of
death.

The ancient religion of the Sandwich Islands is as yet
but imperfectly known to us. It probably varied but little
from that of the South Sea Islands described in Cook’s
Voyages*. The belief in a supreme being, the author of
all nature, and the peculiar protector and father of the
human race, was the foundation of their creed, in common
with that of all the tribes of men who have begun to think
of more than the supply of their physical wants. They
deified the operations of nature, and placed between man
and the supreme Creator a race of intermediate and gene-
rally benevolent beings to support and comfort him. The
progress to a grosser idolatry was necessarily the same as in
other nations. Evil was personified, fear produced a depre-
cating worship of hurtful divinities, and at the period of the
discovery of these Islands the worship of the war-gods was
the most conspicuous. We shall have occasion to notice

frequently the adoration of the volcanic deities peculiar

* See the 19th Chapter of Cook’s First Voyage, also Ellis’s Missionary Tour
in Hawaii, p. 408. Also the Appendix to the first Missionary Voyage, pub-
lished 1799, where there is an account of the superstitions of all the other
Islands of the Pacific.
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to Hawaii? to whom sacrifices were made of the &omestic
animals, and offerings of fruits and votive gifts of ornaments,
and particularly of the hair of their worshippers were dedi-
cated. Of these the most remarkable was the goddess Peli,

who was served by a peculiar priesthood, among which it

appears that women were often enrolled, and it was not .«

uncommon for them, and others of her more zealous votaries,
to cause their bones, after death, to be thrown into some of
the fiery fissures of the mountain where she is supposed to
hold her court.

Some of the traditions of Hawaii relate that its first in-
habitants arrived in canoes, and brought with them hogs and
dogs, the palm-tree and the bread-fruit: that, on landing,
they were met by the fire-gods, and that it was some time
before they were permitted to settle on the land ; at length,
however, having sacrificed a part of all they had to these
deities, they were allowed to inhabit the island, the gods
retiring to their dwellings in Kirauea, the crater on the
flank of Mowna Roa *.

The year of the Sandwich TIslanders consists of thirteen
months; it is regulated by the rising of the moon at a
particular point of the heavens, and that event was formerly

* 1t is to be hoped that the missionaries, whose acquaintance with the lan-
guage, and intimacy with the people, afford them the means, will obtain a
correct knowledge of the creed and traditions of the Islanders,

c2
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celebrated by various games, and a strict Tabu was observed
while they lasted. The year is sacred, and is called Maee.
Now it is curious that Captain King saw a polished idol
called Maee, of unusually good workmanship, resting on
the toes and fingers, and having about it thirteen small
idols representing inferior Etooas or spirits; these probably
were designed for the thirteen months of which the year
was composed. There was besides another name for the
year, seldom pronounced by profane lips; it was Tettow-
mattatayo. The Hawaiian language has distinct names for
the nights of the moon, and time is counted by nights in-
stead of days. The Sandwich Islanders reckon by forties,
or, as we may say, double scores: they call forty, tencha;
ten tenehas is a lau; ten lau, a manu; ten manu, a kini;
ten kini, a lehu; ten lehu, a nurwanee; ten nurwanee,
one pao *,

The disposal of the dead has, among most nations, been

connected with religion ; and it is a natural and tender super-

* Ellis, in his Appendix, says, that the Islanders only count as far as the
kini; the above farther denominations were given by Kuanoa, the treasurer,
who accompanied Tamehameha II. to England. The numbers are as follow :

One, Akahi. Six, Aono.
Two, Arua. Seven, Abhitu.
Three, Akoru. Eight, Avaru.
Four, Ahaa. . Nine, Aiva.

Five, Arima. Ten, Umi.
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stition which renders sacred the remains of those we have
loved in life. At the discovery, some of these Islanders de-
posited their dead in caverns, others, and indeed the greater
part of those of rank, dismembered the body as if in sacrifice,
consumed the flesh by fire, or sometimes allowed the first
process of putrefaction to take place under a bed of leaves,
and then separated the flesh from the bones with wooden |
saws and scrupulously burned it, and, in all cases, carefully
collected the bones, wrapped them in cloth, and deposited
them in some safe and sacred place. It is not uncommon
for a friend always to carry with him the relics of his de-
ceased friend, and frequently the bones of a favourite chief
were distributed among various relations and allies, whose
veneration for them approached idolatry. Christian burial
has been introduced by the missionaries, and has already;
among the higher chiefs, superseded the ancient sepulchral
rites, which were always performed secretly.

Justice was administered in a summary manner by the
chiefs in person. The king might always be approached,
and the minor chiefs were his ministers to see his decrees
executed. A poor woman had to complain to Tamehameha
that a rich neighbour had kept the water of the public water-
courses flowing in his own grounds beyond the regular time
allotted to him, and that therefore her fields had been in-
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jured by drought. The king instantly despatched a chief
with her to see if the thing was true, and, if so, to reprimand
the oppressor, and see that the water was duly conveyed
to the woman’s ground. This was immediately done; the
distance the chief had to go being five miles; but the hesi-
tating to do the king’s bidding seems never to have been
contemplated by the Eries. Besides their office as coun-
sellors, they were charged with seeing the king’s orders or
decrees put in execution—the first and simplest office of
a judge. Each man possessed the power of life and death
over his children. The chiefs usually had three or four
wives; the kanakas but one: divorce was practised, but was
not common.

It does not appear certain that the punishment of death
was frequent, or that any very severe punishment was ever
inflicted at all. In cases, however, where it might have been
incurred, such as murder, which was very rare, there were
appointed cities of refuge, where the offender remained in
perfect security. In time of war these cities of refuge, the
thick walls of which still remain in Hawaii, were surrounded
at some distance by sticks of the dracena, the emblem of
peace, to which were attached little white cloths or tufts
of dogs’ hair: if the vanquished, escaping from the field of
battle, ran towards these cities, and could only reach the
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little flags, it was accounted infamous to kill or strike
him *.

There is every reason to believe that Cook was mistaken
when, on his first visit to Atooi or Tauii, he thought the
inhabitants man-eaters: there is not the least trace of so
barbarous a custom, even at the time of the human sacrifice.
Like many other nations, the Sandwich Islanders have
made their feastings part of religious ceremonies, and have
considered some articles of food as peculiarly acceptable
to the gods, and as too precious to be consumed by the
lower classes of people. The hog and some species of fish
were here the sacred animals, only to be eaten by men and
offered to the divinities. Women were not allowed to taste
of them nor of the plantain, nor even to enter the apart-
ment where men ate, nor to touch their messes. A boy,
as soon as he was born, enjoyed all these privileges, while
his mother continued in these matters a slave; and yet, by
a strange anomaly, women ranked with men in all matters
of power and government, exercised the rights of chiefs, and
governed districts or islands in perfect equality, enjoying
perhaps superior rank in council. As to the kinds of food
used by these people, the only domestic animals they had,
when Cook discovered them, were the hog, dog, and common

* See the six cities of refuge among the Jews, Numb. xxxv. v. 6.
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fowl. They caught and preserved in stews the excellent
fish of their coasts; and having the art of preparing salt
from brine pits, by evaporation, they preserved both their
fish and their pork by salting, nearly as we do. Their
method of cooking was by baking in fire pits, and with
heated stones; but it does not appear that they had any
idea of boiling or indeed of heating water for any domestic
purpose.

Although no kind of grain was known to these islanders,
yet their chief subsistence depended on agriculture. The
taro (Arum Costatum of Solander) does not grow in the per-
fection required for food without considerable pains, espe-
cially in situations where irrigation cannot be practised:
where it can, they formed the taro fields after the manner
of the rice grounds of the East, dividing them into small
squares which might be easily flooded, and planting the
roots in rows, keeping the whole carefully weeded. The
root of the taro is used in various ways: roasted, it re-
sembles the yam ; but the favourite method of preparing it
is to pound it into a paste, which when used is mixed with
water, so as to become of the consistence of porridge. The
tee* was also carefully cultivated at the time of the dis-

* Draccena, resembling the dracena terminalis. The New Zealanders
called it héti, the Otaheitans ethi. These latter people knew and distinguished
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covery. The root is sweet and wholesome, and the natives
have now learned to make an intoxicating liquor from it.
The leaves woven together formed a light cloak, used
by the inhabitants of the mountains; and much like
those formed of the palm leaves by the poorer natives
of Hindostan, to shelter them while at work in the rice
fields. Fences are often formed by planting the tee roots
close together; but the great distinction of this plant is,
that a stalk of it was the symbol of peace, as the olive is
with us. Although the art of making sugar was unknown
to the Islanders, the cane was cultivated with great success,
as a pleasant and nourishing kind of food.

Great pains were taken with the plantain grounds, and
the uru or breadfruit, which nature seems to have substi-
tuted in the Isles of the Pacific for corn, was skilfully at-
tended to*. The sweet potatoe, the yam, and in the dry
districts, the mountain taro, and the pepper+, from which
six species, three with red and three with white flowers: ethi ulha, ethi taratara
mata ulha wha, ethi e matini, are the red; ethi eaowamai, ethi e’aboabo, ethi
oheohe, are white.—Solander MS. .

* Artocarpus; called also by the Otaheitans, ur. There are two species;
the incisa and the integrifolia. The use of this excellent fruit is common in
the islands, from Sumatra westward. The tree has been so long cultivated that
the seed-bearing trees are but seldom met with: the plants are propagated by
layers, and come early to bearing. The Otaheitans reckon twenty-two species

(or varieties) ; the largest is eotea, the smallest, ehei.
+ Piper incbrians ; published by Foster as Piper Matathisticum.

D
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their ava is prepared, with the dooe dooe ¥, all required and
received the care of the husbandman.

The climate does not necessarily demand a great supply
of clothing ; yet, when the Islands were discovered, the na-
tives possessed the art of preparing cloth of various kinds
from the bark of the paper mulberryt, and the cultivation
of the plant was carefully attended to. The grounds where
it is grown resemble our osier grounds: the stools are kept
above six feet apart; not above four or five branches from
each are allowed to grow, and the top bud of these is fre-
quently broken, to force the shoot to a proper thickness.

Besides this manufacture, in which great skill and taste
were often employed, the Islanders wore very beautiful
mats of the fibres of various palms; they made beautiful
cloaks, caps, and other ornaments, of feathers}. The pat-
terns in which they stamped their cloth with colours §, and

* Kukui; Otaheitan, dooe dooe; aleurites triloba, or candle nut. The nuts,
strung on a thin withe, slightly baked, and the shell removed, burn one after
another, and serve for candles; they are heart-shaped, about the size of a wal-
nut. The inner bark affords a dark red dye: the charcoal is used for paint-
ing; and the tree yields a gum with which they dress their cloth.

+ Broussonettia Papyrifera.

+ The birds which furnished the feathers were, the Drepanis Vestiarius,
the Nectarina Niger, and Nectarina Byronensis.

§ These were procured from various plants. A fine red dye was prepared
from the Cordia Orientalis, called ETua and Kou in Hawaii, and Etou,
or Etaii, in Otaheite. The wood is sweet smelling, and is used to scent the
cloth.
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carved their weapons, drinking bowls, and ornaments¥*, gave
the first rude indications of the imitative arts; and they
were not entirely destitute of music. The ancient ballads
of the country allude to a variety of instruments no longer
known. Various kinds of drums are still used, but -the
most singular instrument we have seen among them is a
small double flute played on with the nose. It does not
appear that they ever used stringed instruments.

Poetry is always the first spark that is kindled in the
light of civilization. Religion inspires it to sing its my-
steries; kings reward it, hoping to perpetuate their names
by its means; and all classes love to solace themselves with
its beauties. The little we know of the history of Hawaii
is preserved in song; and perhaps a collection of the rhymes
of the priests and bards might throw light on the question
of the original race and population of the Isles of the
Pacific.

One of the songs, from its connexion with the disastrous
history of Captain Cook in these Islands, has been sought
for and preserved by the Europeans who succeeded him.
A story, which is not without its parallels in the mytho-
logies of the ancient world, is related of the jealousy of the
Etuan, spirit or founder of the people of Hawaii. He
sacrificed his wife to his revenge, and, horror-struck, he

* See in Cook’s Voyages, the description of the Ava cup.
D 2
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abandoned the Island in a boat of peculiar shape, leaving
a hope, or rather belief, that at some future time he should
return. The song and prophecy, for the translation of
which we are indebted to the American missionaries, are as
follow : .
O RONO AKUA.

1. Rono, Etooah * of Hawail, in ancient times, resided
with his wife at Karakakooa.

2. The name of the goddess, his love, was Kaikirani-
Aree-Opuna. They dwelt beneath the steep rock.

3. A man ascended to the summit, and from the height
thus addressed the spouse of Rono:

4. « O Kaikiranee-Aree-Opuna, your lover salutes you:
keep this—remove that: one will still remain.”

5. Rono overhearing this artful speech, killed his wife
with a hasty stroke.

6. Sorry for this rash deed, he carried to a morai the
lifeless body of his wife, and made great wail over it.

7. He travelled through Hawaii in a state of frenzy,
boxing with every man he met.

8. The people astonished said, “ Is Rono entirely mad?”
He replied, « I am frantic on her account, I am frantic with

my great love.”

* Etooah or Akua—the same word pronounced either way by the natives,
and spelt both ways by foreigners—the natives now write Akua.
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9. Having instituted games* to commemorate her death,
he embarked in a triangular boat [piama lau], and sailed to
a foreign land.

10. Ere he departed he prophesied, « I will return in
after times, on an island bearing coconut-trees, and swine,
and dogst.”

There is nothing so flattering to the pride of intel-
lect as the supposed power of foreseeing coming events:
confined within its just limits, it is merely the result of
judgment comparing various events, and arguing from a
number of cases on the probabilities of the future. Hence
the aged are in all states of society called on to' counsel;
and, as society advances, any set of men, not necessarily en-
gaged in ordinary labour, and devoting themselves to the
study of nature and the service of the gods, may be sup-
posed to have had leisure to observe the actions and the
fate of men, and thence calculate more surely on what is to

happen ; they therefore also become counsellors. But from

* The annual games called Makahiti were celebrated in honour of Rono.
They consisted of wrestling, boxing, and other athletic exercises.

+ It was the promise or prophecy of Rono in this last verse that induced
the natives to believe, on seeing Captain Cook’s ships, which they called motus
or islands, that the Etuah Rono had returned to them, and to pay him divine
honours.



22 SANDWICH ISLANDS.

this first step, when their advice as to the probable future
is sought, the distance to the second, that of absolute pro-
phecy, is short; and the old man and the priest begin to
foretell, and not unfrequently to assume a control over
futurity. Among absolute prophecies there are none more
natural than those arising from the regret of a nation for
the death of a benefactor. Rono, the beneficent spirit who
taught useful arts, dies. The innate feeling of immortality
makes his subjects unwilling to believe that he has actually
perished, and they fondly hope that he will return. Mean-
time his memory is kept alive by offerings to him of the things
he most valued. The scarlet robe which distinguished him
is consecrated, the enemies of his people taken in battle are
slain before him, that their spirits may serve him: the very
food he preferred is placed on a whatta for his acceptance,
and suffered there to perish, rather than be perverted to an
ordinary purpose.

A very trifling advance, however, in civilization, or a
little imprudence in the prophet, may destroy the charm ;
and the Tohowe, or priest, who ventured to predict the
speedy resuscitation of Tamehameha the Great, did more,
by this act of unwary superstition, to break the spell which
bound the people of the Islands to the worship of the
Etuahs, than the king, with all his power, had found it -
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prudent to attempt. But though, by various causes, image
worship is abandoned, and the expectation of returning
chiefs and benefactors given up, there is still one office of
the prophets that remains; and that is, the supposed power
of controlling the future by spells and incantations. An
enemy is still imagined to have the power of destroying
whom he hates, by procuring a priest to pray him to death,
and sometimes a counter charm is sought in the prayers of
another man of power. It is generally such as consume
away by lingering disorders, that are supposed to be under
the influence of evil prayers; the life or death of the pa-
tient, powerfully affected by imagination, stamps the cha-
racter of the contending priests.

Such was the state of the Sandwich Islanders, and such
the progress they had made in civilization, when Captain
Cook first discovered Atooi or Tauai, Woahoo or Oahu,
Oneheow, Orehua, and Tahoora, in 1778, and Owhyhee or
Hawaii, and Mowee or Maui in the. end of the same year.
These Islands were, at that time, under the dominion of
almost as many separate chiefs between whom there were
frequent wars both by sea and land, for these people were

particularly dexterous in the management of their canoes *,

* Tt is remarkable that some of their canoes were built of pine-wood, which
does not grow in any of the Islands. The trees are drifted thither, appa-
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and their boldness when at sea is still their distinguishing
characteristic.

Maui, the Island nearest to Hawaii, and second to it in
importance, was, at the discovery, claimed by Tereeoboo or
Teraiopu, as the rightful heritage of his daughter-in-law
Roaho, the only child of Maihamaiha, the last king of
Maui, whose widow Teraiopu had married, and, to
strengthen his interest in the claim, his son Teewairoo was
married to Roaho. But Taheetaree, the brother of Maiha-
maiha, resisted this claim, and many of the chiefs of Maui
supported him, unwilling to submit to the lord of another
Island *. Oahu, Tauai, and Oneheow were governed by the
chief Perreeoranee and his grandsons.

On the first appearance of the English ships off Tauai,
the chiefs and priests, taking them for floating islands,
imagined that their long-expected Etuah Orono was arrived.
Hence, even at that Island, though it was not Orono’s

country, Captain Cook was received with honours approach-

rently from the N. W. coast of America. The great double canoe of Teraiopu
was of two fine pine sticks that had been drifted to the Islands. The curious
helmet or mask made of the calebash, noticed by Captain Cook, worn by the
rowers in some of the large canoes, was probably a defence against the stones of
the slingers, when rowing near the shore, to convey to a hostile Island the warriors
of their own.

* The first king of Maui, whose name Captain King was able to learn,
was Mokoakea ; he was succeeded by Papikaneeou, Kaowreeka, and Maiha-
maiha, who had died before Captain Cook’s voyage.
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ing to adoration ; and Captain King, not comprehending the
meaning of the repetitions of his name, supposed it to be
the title of the chief priest. But it was at Hawaii that
the simple natives paid the highest honours to him whom
they imagined to be their guardian spirit *.

The king was absent in Maui, endeavouring to settle
the succession to the Island in favour of his daughter-in-
law; but Kaoo, the chief priest, and his son Oneeah, who
appears to have been the priest of Rono, received Captain
Cook with honours they really meant for divine, and which
he imagined meant nothing more than friendly respect, and
perhaps fear on account of his large and powerful vessels.

Scarcely were the ships anchored when a priest entered,
and decorating Cook with red cloth, such as adorned the
deities, offered him a pig in the manner of sacrifice, and
pronounced a long, though, to the English, unintelligible
discourse. In it the word Orono 1 was frequently repeated,
and doubtless the captain‘ was hailed as the god returned

* The morais were both temples and repositories for the dead. Garcilasso
de la Vega, in his Conquest of Florida, mentions that the temples were reposi-
tories for the dead, and also treasuries for the reception of the more costly
goods of the Indians.

+ Captain King says, ¢ Captain Cook generally went by this name among
the natives, but we never could learn its meaning precisely.” He seems doubt-

ful whether it meant a heavenly spirit or an incarnate deity ; but in the sense in
which it was then applied it was both.
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to bless the Island. The same name occurred frequently in
a verse of a song or hymn chanted before him on his landing
by priests bearing wands, and the inhabitants of Kearake’kua,
the village where he first landed, either withdrew respect-
fully from sight, or prostrated themselves on the ground as
he walked from the beach to the high morai. The whole
account of his reception there, his presentation to the gods,
his place assigned between two of the principal images, the
offerings made to him, and the chant of Orono, are admi-
rably described by Captain King, who could have been at
no loss for the meaning of the whole had he been ac-
quainted with the .Legend of Rono. He seems, however,
to have suspected that the honours rendered to Cook were
divine.

No sooner was Teraiopu able to return from Maui to
Kearake’kua than he went on board the Discovery, to pay a
private visit to Captain Cook, and seemed to vie with the
priests themselves in showing him honour. Of all the
South Sea Islanders, those of the Sandwich Isles have dis-
played the greatest powers of observation, and consequently
of improvement. The chiefs wished anxiously to have
Captain King, whom they took for the son of Cook,
left behind with them, doubtless that he might contri-
bute to their advancement in those arts they discovered
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Europeans to possess; and as they had confidently ex-
pected that the return of Orono was to confer some imme-
diate and important benefit, they eagerly embraced the idea,
that the blessed era was come; and that all the knowledge
which they believed, on the faith of tradition, they had lost
should be restored, and new arts and new comforts taught
them by the inhabitants of the floating islands. The stay of
the English, however, only served to consume the provisions
of the country, and the people soon perceived that they were
there solely to repair their own ships and refresh the crews.
Curiosity was satisfied; and great disappointment was felt
at the departure of Orono, taking with him his floating
islands, and all they contained of wonderful and useful.
His unexpected return to repair his vessel did not entirely
restore him to the degree of honour he at first enjoyed, and
the severity with which he had punished one or two acts
of theft had perhaps a little indisposed the native chiefs
against him. His unfortunate attempt to get the king on
board his ship, there to confine him until the boat he had
lost # should be recovered, was the cause of the tumult
that ended in his lamented death. There certainly was no

malice in the case—not the slightest intention of injuring

* She was stolen for the sake of the nails in her, and appears to have been
broken up the very night she was stolen.

E 2
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him; and his body was treated in the same manner as
those of their own chiefs, the bones being assigned to dif-
ferent Eries, who, either from affection or from an idea of
good luck attending them, desired to preserve them. Long
after Captain Cook’s death they were persuaded he would
reappear, and perhaps punish them for their breach of
hospitality *.

From this time, when the known history of the Sand-
wich Islands begins, to Vancouver’s visit, in 1792, a great
change had taken place. Some English and American
vessels had touched there for the sake of fresh provisions,
and to barter iron and other useful commodities for salt;
and the curiosity of several Eries had led them to avail
themselves of the opportunity afforded by these vessels of
seeing foreign countries. One Erie of the highest class,
Tianna, had been in China. Others had seen the settlements
on the North-west coast of America, and more than one
had visited the United States. The superiority afforded by
fire-arms in war had early attracted their attention, and the
American ships had without hesitation furnished them with
arms and ammunition. Several Europeans had, from dif-
ferent motives, quitted their ships and become resident in

the islands; and by their instructions the natives had

* See Cook’s Third Voyage.
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learnt the use of artillery and musketry, and had much im-
proved in the building of their forts. Many of the chiefs had
also erected houses of stone, and some frames of houses had
been brought as lumber in the American ships, which were
readily used ; although the convenience of the native dwell-
ings, and the ease with which they are put up, will probably
prevent their being ever entirely abandoned. Clothes, too,
of the European fashion, had been partially adopted ; but it
was seldom that a whole suit was worn by any one man.
The king’s guards had nothing but a dark-coloured frock
coat, and the native maro, which is a cloth a good deal re-
sembling in form and size that we see on Egyptian statues.
Some of the chiefs appeared in shirts, others in shirts and
- waistcoats, but few adopted trowsers. The English lan-
guage had been used in aid of their own vocabulary for
such things as were new to them, and was also spoken by
a good many of the young chiefs. Hence, on Vancouver's
arrival, communication between the English and natives
was much easier, and greater confidence and good will were
exercised.

Captains Portlock and Dixon, 1786, were the first fol-
lowers of Cook: they, being on a trading voyage to the
North-west coast for furs, procured refreshments at Oahu;

and about the same time La Perouse visited Maui: from
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that year ships frequently touched there. The natives,
profiting by their intercourse with them, had become so
sensible of the utility of our vessels, that they had boldly
attacked a brig and a snow; and actually did possess them-
selves of a small American schooner, the crew of which,
with the exception of one man, they murdered. Isaac
Davies, the fortunate person who escaped, was mate of the
vessel. He had been ashore at the time of the capture,
and took refuge with the king of Hawaii, who treated him
most kindly, and in whose service he remained.

Meantime king Teraiopu was dead, and a son of his,
named Kevalao*, had succeeded him as Eree-tabu, or the
sacred chief. It appears that this man treated his subjects
tyrannically; and it is said, that if between sunrise and sun-
set any of the lower order were so unfortunate as to look
upon him, even by accident, they incurred death+. His

* Vancouver calls this person T'camawhcere; Ellis calls him Kauikeouli,
or Kavarao, and says he was Teraiopu’s eldest son ; if so, he was the Teewaroo
of Cook’s Voyages. He is perhaps the same son of whom Captain King says
Teraiopu was exceedingly fond, but whose succession to the crown appeared
doubtful, because the mother was a woman of no rank. This circumstance
may account for his not being king of the whole Island.

+ The veiling the face from respect, or not looking on a superior, giving
the idea that he is too resplendent to look on and live, is neither an uncom-
mon nor an unnatural idea. There is an example of it in the book of Job, and

in others of the sacred writings. In Denham’s late travels in Africa, we find
that all courtiers, in a certain negro monarchy, sit with their backs to the king,
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dominion did not extend over the whole Island, for his
cousin Tamehameha possessed the two districts of Halua,
and part of Kona.

From his earliest youth Tamehameha showed an enter-
prising and ardent spirit. He had‘acquired great influence
over the minds of several young chiefs, his companions, and
at their head undertook and accomplished many difficult and
useful works. In his native district of Halua there was a
small bay, the shore of which being perpendicular impeded
the fishing. Tamehameha and his companions cut through
the rock, which was a hundred feet in height, and made a
good road, by which the canoes could be drawn up and
down with case. He had attempted to dig through a lava
rock in search of water, but the want of tools forced him to
desist. The fields which he had reclaimed from the waste,
and brought into high cultivation, still bear his name ; and
Halua is adorned with many groves planted by his hand.
He was remarked for his piety towards the tutelary god of
his family, named Tairi; but appears in after-life, when he
took on himself the office of high priest, to have used his
religion in aid of his politics.
as if it were impertinent to observe his motions; and if the newest gossip from
Paraguay be founded in truth, Dr. Franza, the actual despot, orders all natives,

on pain of their lives, to keep within when he appears in the streets, as strictly
as if the Lady Godiva herself were riding.
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The origin of his war with his cousin Kevalao is not
related ; but the battle, which ended with the death of that
prince, is told somewhat in detail, and is considered as
having been the beginning of the power of Tamehameha,
which spread, before his death, over the whole of the eleven
Islands. Near the village of Keei*, at a place called Mo-
kohua, on a field of rugged lava, the two chiefs fought for
seven successive days. On a conspicuous place, Tairi, the
wal"-god of Tamehmeha’s family, was stationed, surrounded
by hi{priests; and near it, before the battle, the prince, his
sisters and friends, had assembled. Fire-arms were not
then known, but the spear, the dagger, and the sling, were
wielded with "great dexterityt. On the morning of the
eighth day Keavalao was killed, as he was stooping over the
body of Keamoku, the ghi‘ef warrior of Tamehameha’s army,
whom he had wounded, in'order to take from his neck a
favourite ornament : Keavalao’s daughter, Keapuolani, was
among the captives taken in the field. -The conqueror in-

stantly released her and married her, thus uniting the right

* Not far from Kearake’kua Bay.

+ See Ellis for an account of the Runa-pai or war-messengers, who collected
the people; the Nare-pai or Auoro, that is, the encampment ; and the Pari or
Pa-kaua, where they bestowed their wives and children in safety ; the order
of war, and the different weapons, as well as the augurs, without whom the
battle could not begin, &c.
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of succession to that of conquest over the lands of her father.
The death of the chief dispersed his army : most of the war-
riors escaped to the Puhonua, or city of refuge; and among
those who sought sanctuary, by approaching the king’s per-
son, was Karaimoku, then but an inferior chief. Tameha-
meha however adopted him as his friend from that time;
and having bound him to him by gratitude, he made use of
his extraordinary talents and prudence, both in council and
in the field; and during his life, and even since his death,
Karaimoku has done honour to the choice of the king.
This battle took place A. D. 1781. :

On Captain Vancouver’s first arrival, in 1792, at Ha-
waii, the whole of that Isle and Maui were subject to '
Tamehameha, but the remainder of the group were still
governed by the independent kings of Taui and Oahu,
between whom and Tamehameha there was an actual war
going on, though, as it appeared, a truce had been agreed
on for some mohths, a destructive sickness having raged in
the Islands. Two powerful chiefs, Tiana and Kahomotu,
governed part of Hawaii, under the king, who, himself,
accompanied by Karaimoku, conducted the war.

" It was in the early part of this reign that the desire for
ships of a better description than the canoe, had induced
Tiana and some other chiefs to project the seizing several

F
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small vessels* and that their desire of fire-arms induced
them to refuse to supply merchant ships with provisions on
any other terms, and procured them their first artillery, which
they used only in their forts. Some Europeans had been
left in the Islands to collect sandal-wood, pearl-shell, and
pearls, for the China market; others had settled there from
choice; and the rival chiefs derived great assistance from
their superior knowledge in the arts of destruction. Two
of these foreigners, however, John Young and Davies, were
of more excellent use: they taught their patron to build
houses of brick; and the latter being an expert carpenter,
household furniture improved extremely. They also in-
troduced the culture of many new vegetables and fruits,
procuring seeds and plants from the foreign traders; and by
the care they bestowed on some goats, which had been left
on the Islands, they made their hosts acquainted, for the
first time, with the luxuries of the dairy, and with a variety
of animal food, more delicate than they had hitherto known.
Captain Vancouver himself was one of the greatest bene-
factors to the Islands. Although he constantly refused to
furnish the chiefs with any fire-arms or ammunition, he
gave them a breed of cattle and of sheep, which Tameha-
meha declared to be tabu, or sacred, for ten years. The

* See page 28.
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climate is favourable to these animals, and the country is now
well stocked both with wild and tame cattle ; so that ships, in
addition to fresh vegetables, are supplied with excellent beef,
and the resources of the natives incalculably augmented.

Tamehameha’s hospitality and attention to Vancouver
induced the latter, before he left the Sandwich Islands, to
permit his carpenters to assist Young, Davies, and Boyd, to
build a schooner* for him, and to furnish the necessary iron
work, a suit of sails and other things, the rigging being of
the native cordage.

Captain Vancouver endeavoured, by every means in his
power, though without success, to establish a peaceful and
friendly feeling between the chiefs of the different Islands;
and it is very probable that the aspiring temper of Ta-
mehameha himself was the greatest obstacle to a peace,
which would necessarily have retarded the conquest of the
whole of the Isles, which he meditated.

But the most singular circumstance which occurred
during Vancouver’s visit in 1794, was the formal cession

which, in the presence of the assembled chiefs{, Tame-

. * Keel, 36 feet; beam, 9} feet ; depth of hold, 5 feet ; called the Britannia..
4 Tereremitee, Karaimamaho, Kalumotu, Tereeukee, Kavahelu, Tianna,
and Temahamotu.

F 2



36 SANDWICH ISLANDS.

hameha made of the Island of Hawaii to England. In
the forenoon of the 25th of February, the chiefs met on
board the Discovery, and each made a speech on the sub-
ject, setting forth the reasons which induced them to take
so extraordinary a step*; after which it was proclaimed
to the Islanders that they were no longer Kanaka no
Hawaii, but Kanaka no Brittanee, i. e. no longer men of
Hawaii, but men of Britain. Mr. Paget, accompanied by
some of the officers from the Discovery and Chatham, then
went on shore and hoisted the British flag; and a piece
of copper, whereon a memorial of the transaction was en-
graved, was deposited in the royal dwelling .

This singular cession: of the country to a power nearly
at the Antipodes was not, of course, followed by any act of
authority, or any apparent change in the conduct of the
English to Hawaii, but it was a proof of the anxious
desire of Tamehameha for the advantage of his kingdom.

* These were, chiefly, the unprotected state of the Islands, where the ships
of four nations, English, Americans, French, Russians, touched ; and many of
them treated the inhabitants most cruelly; that the English were their oldest

friends ; that Captain Cook had made known to them the greatness of the
world, and they would trust in the protection of the English against all other
powers.

t See Vancouver for a detailed account of this singular event, and a copy
of the engraved plate.
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His intelligent mind was aware of the incalculable supe-
riority possessed by the Europeans and others, whose ships
visited him, over his own poor Islanders. The circum-
stances, that the English were the first to touch there ; that
their vessels were the largest and most powerful ; that, be-
sides the advantages sought for themselves in procuring
provisions of all kinds, they had endeavoured to improve
the Islands by carrying thither new and pfoﬁtable animals
and vegetables; all led him to look on the British as not
only the most powerful but the most friendly of the new
nations they had learned to know ; and he might reasonably
hope that we should be as willing as able to protect them
against the insults and injuries that some of the traders had
offered them *.

Soon after the departure of the Discovery, the war be-
tween Hawaii and the neighbouring Islands was renewed.
It was aggravated by the treachery of the chief Tianna,
who, being sent with an army to Maui in 1794, joined its
king against Tamehameha; but in the same year he was
killed, and the Island subdued. The king, accompanied by

® Turnbull acknowledges ¢ the wanton and ill-judged cruelties which,
under the circumstance of the slightest quarrel with these natives, are but too
commonly practised.”

It was to revenge some barbarous insults that the two officers of one of
Vancouver’s vessels were killed by the people of Maui.—See Vancouver.



38 SANDWICH ISLANDS.

his companion-in-arms Karaimoku, next attacked Oahu¥*,
and the next year added it to his dominions. Warned
by the conduct of Tianna’s brother, who rebelled against
him while absent on the expedition to Oahu, Tamehameha
from that time required all the superior chiefs to accom-
pany him to war, and left Hawaii to the government of
John Young, his English friend. Ten years elapsed before
the conquest of the whole of the Islands was accomplished,
notwithstanding the force, and arms, and ammunition
Tamehameha had accumulated, and his large army, in
which he reckoned thirty Europeans, all skilled in the
use of fire-arms+t. The final conquest of Taui in 1817
was immediately followed by the submission of the smaller
Islands dependant on it, and Tamehameha having ended
his wars, applied himself to improving his commerce and
strengthening and beautifying his towns and ports. Mean-
time a friendly intercourse had been kept up with the
English government, on which Tamehameha depended for

* Kotzebue says, the king of Oahu fled to the mountains, on the landing

of Tamehameha, and there put an end to his own existence, that he might not
fall into the hands of his enemy.

+ Liziansky says, that in 1804, Tamehameha had 600 muskets, eight four-
pounders, one six-pounder, five three-pounders, forty swivels, and six small
mortars; he also had twenty-one schooners, built after the Britannia, cafrying
swivels, and some commanded by Europeans. Horses had been introduced
_ from South America, but were not yet applied to any useful purpose.



SANDWICH ISLANDS. 39

protection against the other foreigners, and especially the
Russians, who had repeatedly threatened to take possession
of the Islands *: one Schiffer had promoted a rebellion in
Taui, countenanced by the Russian officers of Petropaul-
owsky, and other places on the coast, but not acknowledged
by the Russian government. Tamehameha had sent to the
King of England a magnificent war-cloak and other pre-
sents by the Cornwallis frigate in 1807 ; these had been
graciously received, and in return for them, and in acknow-
ledgment of the hospitality and kindness shown to all
English ships touching at the Sandwich Islands, a vessel,
built at Port Jackson for the purpose, was presented to
Tamehameha in the name of the King of England, a
letter of thanks having been previously forwarded to the
following purport. “ King George of England sends to
his Majesty the King of the Sandwich Islands his sincere
thanks for the feather cloak sent to him by the frigate Corn-
wallis. He assures him of his friendship, and says that he
has commanded all his English navy to respect the ships
under the flag of His Majesty King Tamehameha t.”

* As several of the Sandwich Islanders had gone to the N. W. coast, and
had seen how the Russians behaved to the natives, it was not wonderful that
they dreaded falling into their hands, nor were the North Americans much
better masters or friends to the tribes with whom they had any intercourse.

+ The Russian observations on this are curiously jealous. The author
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Besides this ship, the king had purchased two brigs of
the Americans, the price being paid in provisions and san-
dal-wood. A large vessel that had been driven ashore he
had also exchanged for a small schooner and provisions, so
that his fleet had become powerful. He turned his at-
tention to trade, and to bringing up his people, already
expert and fearless in the management of their canoes, to a

more extended navigation: placing European masters and

says the whole clearly shows that Tamehameha is recognized as a real king
by the English government; and scems to think England only waits the op-
portunity to take possession of the Islands for herself.

We are quite uncertain as to the authenticity of Kotzebue’s report of the
letter addressed to Tamehameha, but it is most probable that a kind and
friendly letter or message was transmitted to him through the Governor of
New South Wales. One of the chiefs permitted us to take a copy of a
second letter addressed to Tamehamcha II., mentioning that the writer, Go-
vernor Macquarie, had addressed his Highness, the King of the Sandwich
Islands, on the 12th April, 1816, by Captain Wilcocks, owner of the American
schooner Traveller, who took charge of a case of presents from the Prince Re-
gent of England to the King of the Sandwich Isles. The Governor then states
that the vessel ordered to be built for his Highness at New South Wales had
been accidentally delayed, and therefore he sends to his Highness one of our
own government vessels in charge of Mr. Kent, a young gentleman of merit
and good nautical abilities. She was schooner-rigged, but no top-masts, of
45 tons burden, and a fast sailer, completely rigged and well found. The
Governor then entreats the King to send back the sailors who had navigated
the vessel to New South Wales, and with good wishes for his Majesty and
people he concludes. The letter is addressed to

4 « His Highness Tamehameha,

¢ King of the Sandwich Islands.”



SANDWICH ISLANDS. 41

supercargoes on board, he sent his vessels to China with
sandal-wood, and perceiving the benefits arising from the
use of money, he, first of all the Polynesian chiefs, began to
receive it in exchange for the natural productions of his
country.

Nor was money the only species of riches he amassed.
At his death numerous warehouses were found full of ar-
ticles fitted for barter or commerce with the different
nations who should touch at his ports. It is computed that
in one year alone not less than 400,000 dollars’ worth of san-
dal-wood, from the Sandwich Isles, had been sold at Canton.
Now of this only one cargo had been on the king’s account ;
the rest was, we believe, entirely, but certainly chiefly, car-
ried by the Americans, who had received the price of two
schooners, guns, ammunition, and various stores, in that
precious wood.

Some shops began to appear towards the latter end of
his reign, kept by .Europeans and Americans; and many
foreigners, particularly Marini, a Spaniard, had formed ex-
tensive gardens, where melons and gourds of all kinds, va-
rious species of cabbage, potatoes, and other vegetables cul-
tivated in Europe, had been introduced with great success.
Marini had also reclaimed some of the cattle, which had

G
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become wild by the operation of the ten years’ tabu, im-
posed after Captain Vancouver landed the parent stock,
and had taught the arts of the dairy; a considerable profit
was also derived from salting beef for the ships; and perhaps
no one reign of thirty years, in any country, had ever wit-
nessed so great a change in the condition of the people as
did that of Tamehameha in the Sandwich Islands.

In the early part of his reign, feeling that the great and
separate pow;er of the priests was dangerous to his authority,
especially since he was often absent from his capital, then
fixed in Hawaii near Karakakua, he had taken upon him-
self the office of priest as well as king. It is probable that
a near acquaintance with the tricks of superstition, and the
machinery of idolatry, had weaned him from the belief in
his ancient gods, for before his death he often expressed his
dissatisfaction at the clumsy and useless’ form of his own
religion, and a desire to know what that of his civilized
visitors was; but as he had no opportunity of expressing
this desire to any persons more competent to inform him
than masters of merchant vessels, or low adventurers set-
tling in the Islands, he could obtain no satisfaction. Never-
theless the effects of his doubts on the subject of his own
faith, and his desire for a better, appeared in the conduct
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of his son and the principal chiefs very shortly after his death,
which took place on the 8th of May, 1819 *.

The grief of his subjects on this event was excessive.
Besides the ordinary marks of mourning, such as striking
out a tooth, and tattooing the -tongue, most, even of the
common kanakas, caused to be tattoed on their arms in
great letters, and in English, « Our great and good king
Tamehameha died May 8th, 1819 ;”—an indelible kind of
mourning. ' _

His bones were, as usual, carefully preserved after the
flesh had been consumed, and were for a time lodged in the
- great morai at Kairua, but were afterwards divided among
various chiefs. This custom of keeping some of the bones
of a friend or a king as things sacred is not only a mark
of affection, but of reverence akin to religious worship.

The successor of Tamehameha was his son Iolani, or
Riho Riho, who on his father’s death adopted his name, and
resolved to distinguish himself no less than his predecessor
had done. He was a young man of strong feelings and pas-
sions, with no ordinary ambition, and acted with the best
intentions. The casual visitors at' the Islands have done
the greatest injustice to his character. One young English

* See Ellis, p. 88, for some notices worthy of attention concerning Tame-
hameha.
G 2
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traveller in particular has represented him as a creature
sunk into the lowest state of debauchery: but it might be
fair to ask that gentleman if he never heard of an occasional
deviation from sobriety in any civilized nobleman or prince ?
and he should have considered that the great difference be-
tween the cases is, that the simplicity of the Sandwich chief
exposed his failing ; the decorum of Europe throws a veil
over those committed by the members of more polished
societies.

On the death of Tamehameha the Great, Taamoeree
the chief of Taui (Atooi) thought it might be a favourable
opportunity of throwing off the yoke imposed on him by
the Hawaiian family, and accordingly refused to acknow-
ledge Tamehameha the Second. The young prince in-
stantly embarked in a canoe with two or three companions,
and when the wind arose, and the sea seemed likely to over-
whelm the little bark, his companions proposed to return,
but he ordered the sailors to go on, for he was king, and
must complete the business he was proceeding on. And
they did go on, and he landed at Taui, went straight to
the refractory chief*, conversed with him, received his

* His person was sacred from the moment of his gaining the chief’s pre-
sence. Karaimoku was the pardoned foe of the great Tamehameha, in whose
presence he had taken refuge. It was common, even in Europe in older times,
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homage, made him his friend, and returned instantly to his
home.

The second transaction of very great importance in
which he engaged, was no less than the extirpation of
idolatry from his dominions. During the six months im-
mediately succeeding the death of his father, the young
king had held frequent conferences with the different chiefs
on the subject of the insufficiency of their religion, of the
impotence of their gods, and the oppressive nature of the
tabu; and finding that they generally agreed in the ex-
pediency of a change of system, it was determined to de-
secrate the morais and destroy the idols. It was, however,
necessary to obtain the sanction of Keopuolani the king’s
mother, who by birth enjoyed a higher rank among the
chiefs than even her son. She asked what harm the gods
had done, that ‘the chiefs should wish to destroy them.
Nay, said her friends, what good have they done that we
should keep them? is not their worship burdensome; did
they not require human sacrifice; and have we not learned
from other nations that gods of wood are not able to pro-
tect us, and that the sacrifices are cruel and useless? It
is good, said the queen, do as you will; and on that same

for the king’s presence, nay, even the precincts of his house, and of the houses
of his ambassadors, to be considered as a sanctuary.
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day the morais and hevas were destroyed or desecrated, and
nothing remained but the places where the bones of some
of the chiefs were deposited, and a few of the ancient priest-
hood, who were appointed to watch the relics.

This act was accompanied by another of equal import-
ance, which has been strangely misrepresented by at least
one English traveller. The breaking the tabu, by which
women were prohibited from eating with men, or tasting of
certain kinds of food, has been represented as a mere frolic
of the young king. But the measure had been concerted
with the chiefs, and its importance well weighed. The
women of the Sandwich Islands, though acknowledged as
chiefs, and admitted to council, had still the degrading mark
of inferiority in their separate meals and prohibited sorts of
food. To raise them to a better state was doubtless a strong
motive with the young king, who revered his mother, and
was passionately attached to his young wife; but he also
desired to get rid, as soon and as much as possible, of every
part of the system of tabu, which he wisely considered as
highly inimical to the progress of civilization.

The manner in which it was carried into effect is charac-
teristic of the simplicity of a people just emerging from bar-
barism. On occasion of a great feast, the people, totally
ignorant of the intentions of the chiefs, were, as usual, col-
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lected round the eating-houses of the king and of his
queens, which, under the old law, were at a distance from
each other. When the baked meats were brought into the
king’s presence, he caused the choicest part of them, and
especially of those kinds of food which it was unlawful for
women to taste, to be carried into the eating-house of his
wives, and ‘accompanying them himself, he sat down and
ate, and caused the women to eat, in the sight of the people,
of all the things looked upon as prohibited. The priests
and chiefs were instantly apprised of the fact, which to the
multitude appeared prodigious, and calculated to awaken the
vengeance of Heaven; but they, prepared beforehand, had
already met together, and the chief priest Hevaheva, pre-
venting the messenger with the report, explained to the
people, that as the gods had not revenged the violation of
the tabu it was a sign they had no power, and therefore
ought to be destroyed ; on which Hevaheva himself began
by setting fire to the principal morai. On that day the
idols were overthrown ; and as soon as the event could be
known in the other islands, the example was followed with-
out hesitation. One chief alone, the crafty Kekuaokalani,
armed in defence of his idols. Though consulted among
the other chiefs as to the propriety of relinquishing the
ancient deities of the nation, he had never opposed the
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measure, and therefore resistance on his part was unex-
pected : besides, being the first cousin of the king, he was
supposed to be particularly engaged to support the measures
of his house. However, he had only waited for the destruc-
tion of the hevas as a signal for rebellion, and seizing the
war-god Tarai, which was under his guardianship, and which
had anciently been placed as the royal standard in every field
of battle, he induced a number of the kanakas to join him;
and flying with them from Oahu, he assembled a large body
of men in Hawaii, being in hopes of securing that island at
least for himself, and thus dividing the sovereignty with the
young Tamehameha. But Karaimoku, the friend and com-
panion in war of Tamehameha the Great, pursued him with
a better and more numerous army, and coming up with him
at Laki Laki, after a desperate battle, Kekuaokalani was
killed, and the war-god* was taken prisoner; and thus ter-
minated the last effort in favour of idolatry.

Meantime, Karaimoku and his brother Boki, chiefs who,
though not of the highest birth, possessed the greatest share
of power and influence in the land, had resolved to take the
first opportunity of solemnly and openly professing Chris-
tianity—that religion which they believed to be a mark and

* Brought to England by Lord Byron.
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a consequence of superior civilization, if not its cause;
and when Captain Freycinet touched at the Sandwich
Islands in his voyage round the world, these two chiefs
were baptized by the chaplain of his ship; and thus Chris-
tianity was planted, as it appeared, by the spontaneous will
of the natives, before any mission even of persuasion had
reached them *.

- These events took place late in the autumn of 1819,
while a mission was preparing in America to visit Oahu.
Its projectors, who had formed their plan on what they had
learned from the masters of traders, and on the accounts
given by some youths, natives of the Islands, who had been
sent for education to the United States, little calculated

* Captain Kotzebue brought, on his last return from the South Seas, the
following document, probably the first christian marriage certificate from the
Sandwich Islands, at least of a native. It is in the hand-writing of the mis-
sionary Bingham :—

¢« At a public meeting of the Chapel on the 28th July, Karaimoku, the
Regent of the Sandwich Islands, and the young Akahi, were united in honour-
able Christian marriage. After the service they both subscribed with their
own hands the following note in a blank book kept for the record of marriages,
to wit:

¢ Oahu, July 28, 1825.

¢ We have just now been married by Mr. Bingham.

(Signed) ¢ KARAIMOKU,
¢ AKAHIL
Boki.

¢ Witnesses{K iahomu.’ ”
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that the work was partly done to their hand, and that, the
old faith being destroyed, they had only to begin to build
up the temple of a purer creed. In April 1820, the ship
bearing the mission, which consisted of six families, arrived
in the harbour of Oahu. There were two clergymen, two
lay teachers, a physician, and a farmer, with their wives,
besides two young natives who had been brought up by the
mission as teachers in the United States.

Their landing was at first opposed. Many persons of
the different nations trading to Oahu represented, and not
without good grounds, that the missionaries would probably
interfere with the government of those Islands, that the
influence they would undoubtedly gain might be dangerous,
and advised the king to refuse them permission to land.

After eight days’ deliberation, however, Tamehameha II.
determined to admit them ; his desire of obtaining teachers
in the pule, or worship of Europeans, and pala pala, or
reading and writing, overcame all other considerations;
besides, he said, as they were so few, it would be easy
to dismiss them in case of misconduct. He aséigned to
them a piece of ground for a church near his own residence,
and gave them houses and gardens sufficient for all their
wants. One of the first objects of the missionaries was to

obtain a knowledge of the language of the Sandwich Islands,
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which is soft, harmonious, and curious in its inflections *.
It is well adapted to rhyme, of which the natives are very
fond, all their civil and religious history being contained
in metrical tales and ballads. . Early in 1822 the first Ha-
waiian book,—it was only a primer,—was printed at the mis-
sionary press at Oahu, and the hitherto savage dialect was
henceforth to be counted among the languages of cultivated
nations.

The king, his queen, and the other chiefs of both sexes,
applied themselves diligently to learn to read and write.
Their progress was rapid ; they soon began to write letters
to each other ; and one of them remarked with delight that
now, at whatever distance you might be from your friend,
you might whisper in his ear, but that formerly you could
only communicate by messengers who forgot or divulged
what you trusted them to say for you.

The missionaries of course were not negligent of the
opportunity of instilling the doctrines of Christianity into
the minds of their pupils, afforded by this very favourable
disposition of the chiefs. One of the first converts was

* See Ellis, Appendix, especially for a peculiarity in the pronouns. It is
to be hoped that this gentleman, whose information and abilities abundantly
qualify him for the task, will preserve the ancient mythological and historical
legends of these Islands, now likely to be swept away by the progress of civiliza-

tion.

H2
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Keopuolani, the king’s mother, a woman of strong sense, the
highest birth, and extremely beloved by all classes of people,
and especially by the queen, her daughter-in-law; who in
her last illness scarcely ever left her, or would allow any
body but her husband to share with her in performing her
dutiful attentions to his parent. This great chief, the most
honoured wife of Tamehameha I., died early in 1823. Her
loss would have been still more felt by the mission had not
another female chief, whose name is so like hers that they
have sometimes been confounded, already taken up the
cause. This is Kapeolani, wife of Nahi, the hereditary
orator or Senaschie of the Sandwich Islands. She was
baptized about the time of the queen’s death, and since
that period all her influence and authority have been exer-
cised in favour of the new faith *. Nothing like force how-
ever has been employed, and the religion of the Prince of
Peace has proceeded gently but steadily to purify the
morals and improve the manners of an intelligent, cheerful,
and sweet-natured people.

As the mind of the young king improved he became
more and more aware of the difference between his people

and the Europeans, and his anxiety to lessen that difference

* The character of tﬁis extraordinary woman will be more fully dwelt upon
in the sequel.
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proportionally increased. He had also reason to believe
that not only did the Americans wish to form a permanent
establishment in at least one of their Islands, but that the
Russian Government had resolved on seizing on them on
the first convenient opportunity. A detachment from the
settlements of the latter power had already made one at-
tempt to gain a footing, and had erected a fort and planted
some guns on it. It is true, the Government of St. Peters-
burgh disavowed the intention afterwards, but there is no
doubt that it connived at the proceedings of its servants.

Under these circumstances Tamehameha II. resolved
to follow up the plans of his father, who had, as we
have already seen, placed the Islands under the immediate
protection of England; and reasoning of other kings from
himself, he conceived that a personal interview with the
sovereign of England would most effectually secure his pro-
tection, and procure his co-operation in the plans he might
form for the civilization of his kingdom. He was, besides,
desirous of acquiring glory; and as his father had left him
no islands to conquer, he conceived that so distant an expe-
dition as that into the civilized world would procure him
a reputation beyond that of any of his predf;cessors.

He had long been curious as to the laws and govern-
ment of England, of which he had formed the highest idea;



54 SANDWICH ISLANDS.

for he thought that the nation that could build such ships,
and send such men and arms and merchandize all over the
world, must be most wisely governed, and possess the best
laws. To see this nation himself, to learn something of its
means of greatness, and, if possible, bring to his own
country some of its institutions, became a passion with him,
and he could not rest until it was agreed that he and his
queen should engage in the hazardous enterprise.

At first there was considerable opposition to their wishes
on the part of the great chiefs ; however, on their consenting
that Boki, governor of Oahu and brother to Karaimoku,
should accompany them, the expedition was agreed to.
Karaimoku was appointed regent of the Islands during the
king’s absence, and in case of his death, the regency was to
continue in the hands of Karaimoku and the late king’s widow
Kahumanu, during the minority of Kiaukiouli the youngest
son of Tamehameha the First, and his sister the princess
Nahienaheina. It was the wish of the king and the chiefs
that the Rev. Mr. Ellis, the only English missionary, should
accompany the expedition as interpreter, and any price was
offered for his passage. The master of the vessel, the Aigle
of London, which had been freighted for the king, was an
American, though his owners were Messrs. Boulcotts of

Wapping-wall ; and he, for some reason which never was
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acknowledged, actually refused to receive that gentleman,
and declared that he would have no interpreter who should
not be under his orders, and engage to interpret at his
bidding : the man who consequently accompanied the king
to England as interpreter was a Frenchman of the name of
Rives, of a respectable family in the neighbourhood of
Bourdeaux ; but he had very early run away from the ship
to which he belonged, and fixing in the Sandwich Islands he
had lived there twenty-two years, and had acquired a com-
petent knowledge of the language; speaking, besides, the
English and French fluently.

This man seemed always linked with Captain Starbuck,
‘and was of a low, cunning, and profligate nature. On the
passage to England no pains were spared to induce the
Sandwich chiefs to drink and gamble, vices to which half-
civilized people, especially when condemned to idleness, are
always prone. The Aigle touched, in her way to England,
at Rio de Janeiro, where the English Consul-general being
made acquainted with the general purpose of Tamehameha’s
visit to England, and having a just idea of the importance
of it as regards our commerce in the Pacific, received
them honourably and gave a ball to their majesties, to which
all the principal Brazilian families and English residents

were invited. Nothing was more to be admired in the
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party than their great gentleness and good humour, and the
readiness with which they accommodated themselves to the
customs of those they were among.

The Emperor Don Pedro flattered his majesty Riho
Riho very much, by receiving him and his companions in a
polite and generous manner, so that their visit to Brazil
was exceedingly gratifying to them. To the Consul-Ge-
neral the king presented a beautiful cloak and a feather fan
or small kahile, called him one of his Erees, and desired
that he should be adopted as the brother of Karaimoku and
Boki. Their stay at Rio de Janeiro was extremely short,
but it was long enough for Mr. Young*, a man half En-
glish, half Hawaiian, who was of Riho Riho’s suite, to
render himself so troublesome, that the king resolved to
proceed to England without him; but he afterwards re-
joined his majesty, and was of singular use to the royal
party.

When Riho Riho embarked, he had taken twenty-five
thousand dollars on board with him. Captain Starbuck,
who took on himself to regulate the king’s expenditure,
alleged that three thousand had been spent during their
short stay at Rio Janeiro, a ‘certain number on the road

* The son of Young the friend of Tamehameha I., who was governor of Ha-
waii, while the king was engaged in his military expeditions in the other Islands.
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from Portsmouth to London, and these were the only sums
he could account for; although, when the cash chests be-
longing to the king were opened at the Bank of England,
little more than ten thousand dollars \jveré found : nor was
this the only singular circumstance in the captain’s manage-
ment of the affairs of those who had intrusted themselves
to him.

On arriving at Portsmouth, he landed his passengers
without giving any notice to the Government—without
providing in any way for their comfort, or for their attain-
ing the object for which they had come; and it was only by
a notice from Messrs. Boulcott that his Britannic Majesty’s
Government became acquainted with the arrival of the king
and queen of the Sandwich Islands, with their suite. ‘

Messrs. Boulcott complained, and with justice, that Star-
buck had grossly neglected the interest of the owners, by
using the ship as a transport to convey the royal party, in-
stead of pursuing the line of commerce for which L’Aigle was
intended ; and nothing but Captain Starbuck having some
ulterior object in view could account for this neglect of those
interests. What this object might be it is difficult to point
out, unless it was that which some of the king’s suite hinted
a suspicion of ; namely, that after allowing the money to be
spent in England, on those new objects which could not fail

I
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to be alluring in the eyes of these simple persons, they
might be obliged, on his own terms, to go to the United
States, and there, in exchange for the liberty of returning to
their kingdom, barter one of the Islands to America, whose
merchants have long desired to possess such a port in the
Pacific. However that might be, his Majesty’s Govern-
ment no sooner heard of the arrival of these singular and
interesting visitors, than every attention was shown to them.
They had landed at Portsmouth on the 21st or 22d of May,
and in a day or two afterwards they had, under Starbuck’s
direction, reached Osborne’s hotel in the Adelphi*. His
Majesty’s Government immediately deputed a gentleman +
to perform the office of guardian to them, which office, dif-
ficult and delicate as it was, he fulfilled with a kindness and
good temper which neither the objects of his attention, nor
those who witnessed it, can fail to remember with sentiments
of the greatest esteem. .

'The whole of the king’s baggage, including the money,
had been left on board the Aigle at Portsmouth, to go

* The conduct of Mr. and Mrs. Chaplin, owners of the hotel, was highly
praiseworthy, for their kindness to their guests and the moderation of their
charges. They underwent considerable loss in consequence of the residence of
the Sandwich chiefs with them, as it was of course known that measles of the
most malignant kind was the disorder under which the chiefs suffered, and
people were consequently deterred from going to the hotel.

+ The Honourable Frederick Byng.
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.

round. to the river in the ship; and when the ladies were
first seen in London they were dressed in very strange
habiliments. The queen wore trousers and a long bed-
gown of coloured velveteen, and her friend Kuinee or Li-
liah, the wife of Boki, had on something of the same kind.
They were playing whist with a pack of very dirty cards,
complaining bitterly of the cold, and were, upon the whole,
in a state as far removed as possible from regal dignity.

The first object was of course to provide dresses suitable
to the climate, and also to the condition of the wearers;
and it was impossible for any persons to be more tractable,
or adapt themselves with more good temper to the usages
of this country, than the whole party. The decorum of
their behaviour was admirable during their residence in the
hotel. Not one instance occurred of their overstepping the
bounds of decency or civility in their intercourse with the
different persons appointed to wait on them ; not a suspicion
that any one of the chiefs had offered the slightest insult to
any woman ; nor was there any of that gluttony and drunken-
ness with which those Islanders, and especially the king,
have been wantonly charged by some who ought to have

known better*. It is true that, unaccustomed to our

* Perhaps the best proof of this is, that the charge at Osborne’s, during
their residence there, amounted to no greater an average than seventeen shil-

12
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habits, they little regarded regular hours for meals, and
that they liked to eat frequently, though not to excess.
Their greatest luxury was oysters, of which they were par-
ticularly fond ; and one day, some of the chiefs having been
out to walk, and seeing a grey mullet, instantly seized it,
and carried it home, to the great delight of the whole party,
who, on recognizing the native fish of their own seas, could
scarcely believe that it had not swam hither on purpose for
them, or be persuaded to wait till it was cooked before they
ate it. Once, and once only, they drank a considerable
quantity of wine; it was when, after repeated and extra-
ordinary ill-behaviour, the interpreter Rives was dismissed.
This event gave them all the highest satisfaction, and they
sat carousing all night; but even then they only consumed
twenty bottles of wine, and that was not much among so
many. .

Their moderation in every thing was quite remarkable,
when we consider the nature and habits of half-civilized
men; and, perhaps, it might have been as well if some of
those travellers who, having been at the Sandwich Islands,
lings a head per day for their table: as they ate little or no butchers’ meat,
but lived chiefly on fish, poultry, and fruit, by no means the cheapest articles in
London, their gluttony could not have been great. So far from their always

preferring the strongest liquors, their favourite beverage was some cider, with
which they had been presented by Mr. Canning.
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and enjoyed the hospitality of the chiefs, whom they are
pleased to call savages, had paused before they had described,
with unnecessary detail, a drunken bout at Honoruru, and
considered whether among the princes and nobles of Europe
there might not have been scenes quite as derogatory from
the character of polished gentlemen, and quite as surprising
to persons unused to witness the effects of wine.

As to their manners, it must be in the recollection of
many persons, that they were decorous and self-possessed
on all occasions. When they were kindly invited to a large
assembly at Mr. Secretary Canning’s, the curiosity to see
these inhabitants of nearly the Antipodes caused, as is usual
in London, where, as of old, we are more eager after strange
sights than in any other place, a sort of bustle and crowding
round of a well-dressed mob, to look at the strange king
and queen and nobles; but the laughter and the exclama-
tions which seem to have been ready prepared for the royal
strangers soon died away when it was perceived that not
the slightest embarrassment or awkwardness was displayed
by them, and that the king knew how to hold his state, and
the erees to do their service, as well as if they had practised
all their lives in European courts. The chiefs were much
delighted with the politeness of the Duke and Duchess of
Gloucester, who were of the party. The queen particularly
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felt gratified with that kind urbanity of manner which dis-
tinguishes her royal highness, and which on this occasion was
both a protection to the strangers and an honour to herself.

It might perhaps cause a smile in such as remembered
the description of Cook, who found the king Teraiopu and
his queen with nothing but their waist cloths, to see their
grandchildren wearing coats made by a London tailor, and
stays and gowns by a Parisian modiste ; but that the dresses
were fit and becoming we all remember, and, moreover,
that more than one lady begged to have the pattern of
Kahamalu’s turban.

Tamehameha and his party were of course extremely
anxious to see all the sights and shows of London; and the
first place they went to was Westminster Abbey, with which
they were much pleased. The music seemed to affect
them a good deal, and they were impressed with great
veneration for the place where they knew the remains of
so many great men were deposited. On reaching the
steps of Henry the Seventh’s chapel, and hearing that the
ancient kings of England were buried there, they said it
was too sacred, and no argument could prevail upon the
king to enter it.

From the Abbey they went to the Park, and could

not sufficiently express their admiration at the number of
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people and equipages. It was Sunday, and certainly a spec-
tacle of no common magnificence. )

The next day (Monday, May 31), the king permltted
his box at Covent Garden to be decorated for them, and
they were received with ceremony, though not with state,
by the managers. Their behaviour was greatly admired ;
no awkwardness, no inattention on their part. Their bows,
in return for the congratulations they received on entering,
were quite European. This was one of their greatest gra-
tifications: they knew they were in the royal box, and that
it had been prepared and appointed for them.

In the course of the week they went also to Drury Lane,
where they were equally pleased, having been in the in-
terval to Epsom races. There their wonder had been
greatly excited by the swiftness of the horses, and in talking
of it afterwards, they always said the horses flew.

By this time a pretty general curiosity had been excited
concerning them. Most of the English nobility then in
London had been to visit them, and many of the ladies had
made useful and valuable presents to the queen, particularly
the Duchess of Northumberland, Mrs. Canning, and Lady
Liverpool.

They had, likewise, during the first and second week,

visited some of the ministers, and other persons of distinc-
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tion ; and had been to Fulham, from whence they returned
by water, and were delighted with the scenery; indeed,
they were remarkably alive to external beauty. One of
the sights that charmed them was that of the children at
Chelsea Hospital ; it was particularly calculated to interest
Tamehameha, who was always intent on the means of edu-
cating his subjects.

The last public spectacle they all visited together was
the Opera, where they were greatly amused. They had
imbibed an idea that the French were the greatest dancers
in the world, and during the ballet their interpreter Rives
underwent what a schoolboy would call a regular quizzing,
on the national passion or accomplishment.

Two days after this, that is the 10th of June, had been
fixed for a visit to Mr. Whitbread’s brewery ; but Manuia,
the king's purveyor, became extremely ill, and the king
would not permit any one of the party to go out while their
brother chief was so distressed. He had been left in the
Aigle to accompany the goods to London, and having
landed both at Deptford and Wapping, is supposed to have
caught his illness, which proved to be measles, while on
shore at one of those places.

‘Manuia seemed to rally a little next day, and then the

king, the admiral, and treasurer, went out to one or two
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places ; but the rest became heavy and uncomfortable. On
the 12th, Dr. Lea ascertained Manuia’s complaint to be the
measles; and on the 13th, Tamehameha, who had hitherto -
been perfectly well, was taken ill in the room of the exhibi-
tion of the Royal Academy at Somerset House, where the
Duke of York had very kindly gone to meet the party:
between that day and the 19th the whole of the Sandwich
Island chiefs and their attendants were taken ill. On the
21st, Dr. Holland was called in; and by the 24th, Tameha-
meha, his queen, and Kapihi, were so much worse that it
was thought advisable to consult Sir Henry Halford ; and a
few days afterwards, Mr. M‘Gregor, whose residence in hot
climates, and consequent knowledge of the disorders pre-
valent there, it was hoped, would be of service.

Boki and Kuanoa, with all the inferior persons, recovered
rapidly, and according to the advice they received began to
go out again; but no argument could pl:evail on Liliah
(Boki’s wife) to leave her sick friend even for an hour. The
queen’s illness began to take an unfavourable appearance:
her lungs appeared to be seriously affected, and in addition
to the medical men already in attendance, Mr. Alexander
was called in. Tamehameha’s disorder, though violent, had
no very alarming symptoms at the time; and as Kapihi,

whose sufferings had next to his been the greatest, had
K
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begun to rally, good hopes were entertained that he also
would speedily recover.

He himself felt so well that he saw Captain Charlton,
who had just received the appointment of British Consul at
the Sandwich Islands, and gave him letters and presents to
deliver to the different chiefs, and secret instructions for the
regent, in a manner that showed king-craft not to be the
mere growth of polished societies. Besides these, he wrote
further instructions by Captain Stavers, of the ship Offley,
bound for Oahu, and also intrusted him with handsome pre-
sents for the chiefs.

This was on the 4th of July. On the 8th, no hope
remaining of the queen’s recovery, her husband was ap-
prised of her danger. He caused himself to be immediately
placed in his arm-chair and wheeled to her apartment;
when, being lifted upon her bed and placed by her side, he
embraced her affectionately, and they both wept bitterly.
He then dismissed the attendants, and they remained for
some time alone together. Till then the king was supposed
to be recovering; but it was understood that at this mourn-
ful interview these young people* had agreed that one
should not survive the other. At five o’clock he desired
to be conveyed to his own bed, where he lay without

* He was 28, she 22 years of age.



SANDWICH ISLANDS. 67

speaking, and the queen died about an hour after he left
her; that is, about six o’clock in the evening of the 8th
July, 1824.

Liliah, whose dutiful and affectionate behaviour to her
friend and mistress had been most exemplary, now took
charge of her body, and disposed it after the manner of her
country, unclothing it to the waist, leaving also the ancles
and feet bare, and carefully dressing the hair and adorn-
ing it with chaplets of flowers. The king now desired
the body might be brought into his apartment, and laid on
a small bed near him; that being done, he sat up looking
at it, but neither speaking nor weeping. The medical
attendants observed, that the state of Riho Riho was such
as to render it highly improper to keep the queen’s body
near him, and it was therefore proposed to him to allow it
to be taken away ; but he sat silent, and answered no one,
only by gestures showing that he forbade its removal. At
leﬁgth, after much persuasion, and then leaving him to him-
self for a time, he suddenly made signs that it might be
taken away; which was accordingly done, and the queen

was again placed on her own bed *.

* (Bulletin).—The queen of the Sandwich Islands departed this life
about half-past six this evening, without much apparent suffering, and in
possession of her senses to a late moment. The king, in the midst of this deep
sorrow, manifests a firmness of mind which has penetrated every body about

K 2
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From this day the king’s disorder rapidly increased ; the
loss of the queen decided his fate: his spirits sank, his
cough increased, and he himself declared he should not long
survive. To divert his thoughts, and to lighten the disease
if possible, Mr. Byng caused the whole family to be re-
moved from the apartments they had hitherto occupied
into those belonging to the hotel on the other side of the
street overlooking the river. On this occasion, the implicit
deference paid by the Sandwich Islanders to their king was
strikingly displayed. Kapihe, the admiral, the only one of
the followers who had suffered from the disorder in a de-
gree at all equal to the king and queen, had by some means
incurred the displeasure of Tamehameha, who had forbidden
him to appear in his presence. This prohibition he strictly
obeyed; and even on the removal of the family, though

often entreated, he never would consent to venture into the

him with a feeling of respect. Though very anxious to express his grief in the
manner of his country, and to show the marks of deference which are usually
paid to the dead there, he submits with good sense and patience to every sug-
gestion which our habits dictate.

We have every reason to believe that his anxiety and depression of mind
have aggravated all the symptoms of his disease, which, but for this cause,
might ere now have terminated prosperously : but we hope, in a day or two,

that he will be better.
(Signed) Hexny HavForb.

He~xry Horravp.
HucHa LEY.
Thursday evening, July 8, 1824.
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presence, as he had not been called. However, not long
after the change of the apartments, the disorder of the king
assumed so decided an aspect, that his near approaching
death could neither be concealed from himself nor his at-
tendants, and Kapihe resumed his station among them.
Yet still he dared not venture to present himself too closely
or too frequently to his master. On the day of the king’s
decease he was supported by pillows, and said little, but re-
peated the words, “I am dying, I am dying:” within the
curtains of the bed one of the chiefs sat continually, with
his face towards the king, and his eyes fixed on him, in con-
formity, as they said, with their native customs. Poor
Kapihe was invited to take the place, thereby to prove his
innocence of the supposed offence which had incurred his
master’s displeasure. But his respect for the king’s orders
prevailed over all other considerations, and he refrained
from exercising the honourable privilege of watching the
" death-bed of his king and friend.

The day of the 13th of July was a very painful one, and
the dying agony of the sufferer was long; for it was not
~ until four o’clock of the morning of the 14th that Tameha-
meha II. breathed his last *.

* (Bulletin).—The king of the Sandwich Islands departed this life at four
o'clock this morning. The alarming symptoms of his disorder rapidly increased
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During the whole of the painful scenes attending the
deaths of these young sovereigns the conduct of their fol-
lowers was exemplary, especially that of Liliah, who dis-
played all the tenderness and gentleness of her sex, as well
as the devotion to her chiefs, and kind-heartedness of her
nation.

The day preceding that of Tamehameha’s death, anxiety
for the fate of his followers induced him to draw up a me-
morandum or will, which he caused Boki, Kuanoa, and Rives
to witness, and to which he affixed a sign, saying, that he
felt he was following his beloved wife to the grave, be-
queathing whatever property he left in England to Boki,
for the benefit of his suite generally, and intimating his
desire that his own body and that of his queen Tame-
hamalu should be conveyed to their native Islands.

The somewhat uncouth paper containing these wishes
was written by one of the attendants; the name at the end
was in the handwriting of one of the chiefs, and in it K is
used for T in the king’s name, and his title of Erii is written

Helii, whence we should conclude that Kuanoa the trea-

within the last few days, and he at length sunk under it without much apparent
suffering.
(Signed) MatTHEW JouN TIERNEY.
Hexry HoLLAND.

Hvueu LEey.
Adelphi, July 14, 1824. :
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surer had written the name*. Tamehameha himself was
the most accomplished writer of the party, but his exceed-
ing weakness reduced him to the necessity of contenting
himself with simply making a mark to what may be con-
sidered as his will—the first written will that was ever left by
a Sandwich Islander.

Until such time as the wish of Tamehameha, that his
remains and those of his queen might be conveyed to his
native country, could be complied with, it was resolved that
their bodies should be deposited in a vault under the church
of St. Martin’s in the Fields: they were properly cased, and
the external coffins were covered with crimson velvet with
gilt ornaments, a kind of decoration of death which so
pleased the Eriis, that, on the arrival of the bodies at Oahu,
more than one said it would be a pleasure to die in Eng-
land to have their bodies so honoured. Whatever respect
we could show was shown to the poor remains of these
chiefs, to convince the survivors that we respected their
sovereigns and themselves.

The deaths of Riho Riho and his queen were the more

~* There is a different pronunciation peculiar to the Leeward and Wind-
ward Islands, the ¢ and k being equivalents, and the / and 7; and in
these letters the pronunciation of Kuanoa differed from that of his brother
chiefs,
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regretted by King George IV., as there had been no op-
portunity of granting them the personal interview, which
was the chief object of their visit to Britain; and which he
desired as a proof of courtesy to stranger sovereigns who,
entered so lately within the pale of civilization, had come
so far to throw themselves at his feet,and to acknowledge his
superiority. Besides, the commercial interests of England
in the Pacific are likely to be greatly injured in case the
Sandwich Islands should fall into the hands of the Russians
or Americans, and it was of some importance to grant the
protection the king had come to seek, for our own sake as
well as for his.

His majesty, therefore, appointed the 11th of September
as the day on which he could see them at Wint.isor, whither
they were conducted by Mr. Byng.

Never, perhaps, was interview with a monarch so highly
prized. Prepared as they were, by long dwelling on the
happiness and honour they should derive from personal in-
tercourse, to see every thing great in the King of England,
they seem to have been touched and astonished in a very
high degree at the graciousness and elegance of his manner,
the kindness of his expressions when speaking of the death
of their king, and of his wishes for their prosperity and that
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of their native Islands; but above all, their joy was great at
his promises of protection to their government against all
foreign encroachment.

Mr. Young *, who before this time had superseded Rives
as interpreter, was placed nearest to his majesty ; and after
him Boki; and then the rest in order of their rank. As
usual, the great desire of pleasing made the chiefs a little
awkward; and if there was any occasion on which they
showed an unbecoming shyness, it was on this. Liliah,
with the presence of mind of her sex, however, showed no
embarrassment, though she was by no means the last to feel
on the occasion.

It so happened, that in the hurry of their departure
from London in the morning, nobody had thought of put-
ting any refreshments into their carriage. - Now, they being
accustomed to eat often and not at stated hours, felt ex-
hausted and hungry before the moment.of audience came ;
afterwards, when Liliah was told that dinner was ready at
the inn, she said, « I was hungry—I am so no longer—I am
full of joy.”

* Mr. Young is the son of that Young who was originally a forced settler
in Hawaii, and whose good conduct every navigator, from Vancouver to Lord
Byron, has had occasion to be satisfied with. The young man, though partaking

of the low manners of the origin of his father and the partially savage nature
of the mother, was yet a useful servant and faithful interpreter.

L
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Boki, who had kept a journal during his residence in
England, made very full notes of what passed at this au-
dience. Since his return to his native land, he writes, that
he has read these notes so often to the different chiefs that
he has become very hoarse. We regret much that a copy
of this journal was not procured while Boki was on board of
the Blonde.

The time the chiefs passed in England after the king’s
death was chiefly spent in seeing different manufactories,
and short excursions in London and its neighbourhood.
The three superior chiefs had several interviews with Mr.
Canning, which pleased them greatly; and, indeed, his and
Mrs. Canning’s kindness to them in every thing was very
great.

All their expenses were paid by the English govern-
ment. His majesty directed that suitable and useful pre-
sents should be made to all the Islanders here, and others
sent to the young king and the other chiefs, besides agri-
cultural instruments, plants of useful fruits, seeds of vege-
tables, and other things that might be of advantage to the
country. The money lodged at the bank was delivered
untouched to Boki, who, with his companions, purchased
with it such things as they thought agreeable or useful to

themselves or their countrymen. Liliah’s chief anxiety
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was for female clothing, and the greater number of the
dresses she bought were of black silk, that the Erii ladies
might be in mourning for the king and queen.

Perhaps the compliment that pleased the chiefs most
was the permission they received to wear his majesty’s
household button on their coats; for they could prove by
that, as they said, that they were King George’s men.

On the 22nd September they finally left London, and
went to wait at Portsmouth for the arrival of the Blonde
from Woolwich, where she had taken on board all the bag-
gage, together with the bodies of the late king and queen.
They had previously received a visit from Lord Byron, who
commanded the Blonde, and for whom they afterwards con-
ceived a strong attachment. ' '

It was observed that these chiefs never forgot a person
they had once seen; and in most cases they had remarked
some peculiarity by which they contrived to identify even
those whose names they had never heard. They inspired
great interest in every society in London, and when once
seen, they were sure to be remembered with kindness.
They returned to their native country loaded with presents
from various quarters, and have carried back with them a
love and respect for England, which do no less honour to

themselves than to this country.
L2
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September 8th, 1824.—His Majesty’s ship Blonde, of
46 guns, commanded by Captain, the Right Honourable
Lord Byron, then lying at Woolwich, received on board the
bodies of the King and Queen of the Sandwich Islands.
They had been previously deposited in a vault under the
church of St. Martin’s in the Fields; but His Majesty’s
Goverﬁment, in compliance with their wish to have their
remains taken to their native Islands, appointed the Blonde
to convey them and their surviving attendants thither.

The coffins were attended to Woolwich by the chiefs,
who then returned to London, whence they proceeded to
Portsmouth to meet the frigate, and on the 28th of Sep-
tember they embarked at Spithead, and the ship sailed on

her interesting voyage the next day.
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We were all much pleased with our shipmates. Boki,
the first in rank, had been the king’s friend, and was go-
vernor of the Island of Oahu, which is considered as the
chief of the Sandwich Islands, the royal residence and prin-
cipal forts being at Honoruru, the capital of that Island.
He is brother to Karaimoku, who, according to a very
general practice of the South Sea Islanders, being himself
prime minister to the king of his country, had adopted the
name of William Pitt, whom he had learned to know as
prime minister of King George of England. To this chief
the regency of the Islands had been committed by the late
king on his quitting Oahu for England. Liliah or Kuinee,
the wife of Boki, and the particular friend and adopted
sister of the late queen, was a chief of equal rank with her
husband. Next to them in rank was Kapihi, admiral of
the Sandwich Islands: his state office at home had been
“originally to steer the king's war canoe. DBut he was a
shrewd intelligent man ; had-made two voyages to China in
vessels partly belonging to the king, and had shown great
capacity both as a seaman and a merchant.

Kuanoa was the king’s treasurer: he knew the secret
cave in Hawaii, where the riches of the family of Tameha-
meha are deposited, and his office was to collect and sell

the sandal wood of the Islands, a royal monopoly, whence
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the greater part of the present fixed revenue proceeds.
Manuia, the king’s purveyor, was also a chief of rank, and
with two inferior chiefs and the interpreter made up the
royal suite. .

Our voyage began prosperously. On the 18th of October
we reached the often described Madeira, and enjoyed the
beauty of its scenery and the hospitality of the resident
English merchants, for five days; when, on the 23d, we
sailed for the coast of Brazil, and entered the magnificent
harbour of Rio de Janeiro on the 27th November.

It is impossible to conceive more sublime and beautiful
scenery than that which gradually unfolds itself on passing
the narrow entrance ; which is marked on either hand by an
almost perpendicular rock, at the base of one of which is
the strong fort of Santa Cruz. Beyond the spacious har-
bour, the surrounding hills rise into high peaks covered
with wood to the summits, except where the sides nearly
perpendicular afford no hold for vegetation. The suburb
of Botofogo and its placid bay lie on the left; on the op-
posite shore, embowered in orange and lemon-trees, is the
large village of Praya Grande. The church of Nossa Sen-
hora da Gloria on its own hill, and the city, with its superb
aqueduct, and fine churches and convents, appear in suc-

cession as the ship advances to the anchorage.
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While we remained at Rio, the Sandwich Island chiefs
seemed to take great pleasure in revisiting the places they
had formerly seen with their king on their passage to Eng-
land. On one occasion, when they were invited to dine
with the English Consul-General, Liliah showed marks of
a very affectionate disposition. On going into the room
where, but a year before, a great entertainment had been
given to Riho Riho, she burst into tears, and said it seemed
as if she saw her lost friends again. The imperturbable
good-nature and gentleness of the Sandwich Islanders have
sometimes led us to fancy them unfeeling, but they are in
truth very affectionate, though their state of society is not
such as to have developed all the sensibilities that form
the charm of civilized life. We had frequent occasion to
remark the kindly disposition of the chiefs our shipmates.
They often spoke with the greatest gratitude of the civility
shown them while in England, and with affection, mixed
with anxiety, of the friends and countrymen to whom they
were returning. One night that an exhibition of phan-
tasmagoria took place for their amusement, Boki stopped
it, entreating that some of the pictures might be saved for
his friends at Woahoo.

December 18.—We left Rio de Janeiro and proceeded

to St. Catherine’s to complete our provisions and water,
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and prepare for our passage round Cape Horn. We
anchored at the mouth of the harbour on vthe 24th, and
next day removed farther into the bay. The greatest
inconvenience we felt was the being obliged to anchor
nearly four miles from the shore; added to which the
harbour is any thing but safe for boats, as heavy gusts of
wind frequeﬁtly blow from the high lands in the vicinity,
and render boat-sailing at times highly dangerous. It is
therefore advisable to be careful in carrying sail, and that
no boat should leave the ship without a grapnel. Great
wution is also requisite in bathing, on account of the nu-
merous sharks with which this place is infested. Landing
may be effected in any part of the harbour in fine weather,
and wood and water are to be obtained in abundance. The
nearest watering-place (for there is another at the village of
St. Miguel) is in a small sandy cove on the mainland, near
the island of Santa Cruz. There is a very picturesque
grotto here, formed by an overhanging rock, and also a con-
stant stream of excellent water, supplied by a rivulet which
rushes from the hills. Only four dollars were paid by our
purser for as much wood as he chose to cut down. The
population of St. Catherine’s is very scattered; the presi-
dent or governor is appointed by the Emperor of the Brasils,
: M2
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and is at the head of civil and military affairs. According
to the very favourable accounts which have been given by
Kotzebue and other visitants, I expected to have been much
pleased with the beauty and grandeur of the place. It did
not, however, appear to me at all equal to the majestic
views I had been so lately in the habit of contemplating at
Rio. Among the hills and woods of the mainland, the huts
of the inhabitants are interspersed. We collected our fowls
and ducks from them, and did not find the article of poultry
so cheap as we had expected. This may be attributed to
the recent arrival of two Russian ships, which had anchored
here for a month, and which sailed only the week before our
arrival, having pretty well drained the country of live stock.
Bananas, grapes, and other fruits, were exceedingly cheap ;
ripe oranges 1000 per dollar, and potatoes small but very
good. : , -

Jan. 1st, 1825. Having completed our provisions, and
prepared our rigging for the stormy latitudes of Cape Horn,
we sailed on New Year’s Day from St. Catherine’s, and with
little intérruption, except being becalmed for three days
under the bleak heights of Statenland, we reached our
sputhern'most latitude, 58° 52', on the 20th; the thermo-

meter never having sunk below 39°. On our passage
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northward, towards Valparaiso, we had a day or two of
adverse winds off the Archipelago of Chiloe, and naturally
reverted to the sufferings of the grandfather of our captain—

¢ In horrid climes, where Chiloe's tempes;ts sweep '
Tumultuous murmurs o’er the troubled deep.”

We are proceeding to see American Spain under very
different circumstances. Two generations of men have
sufficed to bring about an entire change in the moral and
political state of this large portion of the world. Com-
modore Byron, though a shipwrecked mariner, was marched
through the country, whose sovereign was at peaée with
our own, as a state prisoner. We are going thither openly,
secure of finding a friendly port filled chiefly with the
vessels of our countrymen, and where the name of an
Englishman is a passport to all the protection the state has
to afford. , I I |
On approaching the coast of Chile, the bare appearance
and dark red colour of the cliffs give such an idea of ste-
rility, that, as Vancouver has remarked, it is difficult to
account for the abundance and variety of fruits and vegeta-
bles which daily fill the market.

Feb. 4th.—We anchored in Valparaiso bay, where we
found his Majesty's ships Briton, Mersey, and Fly, a French
corvette, the Chilian State’s ships Laut—aro, Valdivia, and
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Independencia, and a number of merchantmen. We were
- surprised to find Mr. Charlton still here. This gentleman
had been despatched to the Sandwich Islands as English
consul, and was charged with conveying, to the regent
there, the official news of the death of the king and queen ;
therefore, as it was supposed to be of some consequence
that that event should be known in the Islands before our
arrival, he was sent on as soon as possible.

Feb. 8.—FEarly this morning, Kapihe, admiral of the
Sandwich Islands, was affected with an apparent determina-
tion of blood to the head, and, notwithstanding every effort
to save him, he died in the course of the day. The attack
seemed to have been coming on for ‘some days; and, as it
afterwards appeared, an abscess had formed on the brain.
He appeared to be naturally a strong healthy man, but his
indulgence in the use of intoxicating liquors had doubtless
injured his constitution. He was very intelligent, had an
excellent merﬁory, and spoke English tolerably. He was
remarkably skilful in the game of draughts, which he played
with uniform success. This game, or one very like it, was
played among the natives of the Sandwich Islands when
they were first discovered by Captain Cook. Captain King
says: “ They have a game very much like our draughts, but

if one may judge from the number of squares, it is much
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more intricate. The board is about two feet long, and is
divided into two hundred and thirty-eight squares, of which
there are fourteen in a row ; and they make use of black and
white pebbles, which they move from square to square.”

The death of Kapihe may be considered as a serious loss
to his native country : his natural intelligence had been cul-
tivated and improved by his various voyages, and he had the
most anxious desire to be useful at home. We buried him
out at sea off the Couronilla point, because the bigotry of
the Chilians scarcely permits permanent repose to the re-
mains of such as are not within the pale of the Roman
church; and as Kapihe was not even christened, we sub-
stituted a prayer, written on the occasion, for the church
service, when we committed his body to the deep.

We remained longer on the coast of Chile than was at
first intended, because the small-pox had broken out among
the ship’s company, and Lord Byron resolved on taking
every precaution against carrying that destructive malady
to the Sandwich Isles. But at length, the disorder being
somewhat lessened, we sailed towards the coast of Peru.

March 14.—We anchored in the bay of Chorillos, which
lies immediately to the southward of Callao, and is by no
means so eligible for shipping. It is, however, just now

raised to some importance, on account of the war still main-
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tained by the royal general Rodil against the independents
at Lima. As Rodil possesses the forts of Callao, Chorillos
is the temporary port where all the trade of Lima is carried
on. - We found here upwards of a hundred merchant vessels,
together with his Majesty’s ship Cambridge of eighty guns,
a French man-of-war, and several ships of the Peruvian
and Chilian squadrons. Nothing can be more barren in
appearance than the country about Chorillos. A high ridge
or bank of fine white sand and dust rises almost perpen-
dicularly to a considerable height; and on the perfectly flat
plain above stands the wretched village, beyond which the
white towers of Lima, at the distance of nine miles, are
seen immediately below the Andes, which rise at once to
a stupendous height. When the weather is clear, which
is not very often the case, there is something sublime
in the long flat shore thus backed by the mountains;
but in general the bare sand-bank forms the boundary
of the view, which is then dreary and desolate in the ex-
treme. The town of Chorillos is a collection of miserable-
looking flat-roofed cottages, or rather huts, built of cane
and reeds, plastered with mud, without windows, and lighted
from the doors or crevices in the walls, However, as it
" never rains in this part of Peru, these huts afford sufficient

shelter from the dews, and support the frequent shocks of



SANDWICH ISLANDS. 89

earthquake, to which the coast is subject, better than firmer
buildings. Mean as the place is, it is the fashion for the
best families in Lima to take lodgings in it for a month or
two every year for the benefit of sea-bathing, which is con-
sidered as peculiarly wholesome just at the end of the hot
season ; and large parties may be seen riding together to
bathe or rather play in the water, into which they go with
all, or almost all, their usual dresses on. The Peruvian
ladies have not yet adopted the side-saddle, and few use
even the guarded pillion on which the Chilians ride; so
that, besides the acknowledged beauty of the Peruvian
women, there was the attraction of novelty in the customs
of the fair equestrians to engage us. On walking through
the miserable streets of the village we saw little but clouds
of sand and the vultures*, which here perform the work
of scavengers. ' These birds are of the size of a large turkey,
and have otherwise very much the appearance of that bird ;
like it, too, they are generally seen in considerable flocks.
March 16.—Having left Chorillos, in company with
the Cambridge, last night, we arrived at Callao this morning,
and anchored off the forts in time to witness a pretty smart
skirmish between the royalists and independents both by
land and sea; the troops ashore, and the gun-boats afloat,

* Vultur aura, or Turkey buzzard.
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being sharply engaged. But their firing did not seem to
do much execution; and we believe they left off, after some
hours’ engagement, without loss on either side*. The
Sandwich Island chiefs were extremely interested at the
sight, and asked numerous very sensible questions as to the
various operations of the day. Of course we did not at-
tempt to go ashore here, and were therefore unable to see
either the famous forts of Callao or the city of Lima.

March 17.—We sailed from Callao and steered for the
Gallapagos, where we intended to water and lay in a stock
of terrapin or land-turtle for our voyage across the Pacific.

Friday, March 25.—Early in the morning we made
Charles’s Island, the southernmost of the Gallapagos; and
though we had first intended to have cut wood there, yet
fearing that we should not, in that case, reach the little har-
bour in Albemarle Island before night, we passed it without
landing, and shortly afterwards left the Isles of Hood and
Chatham to leeward. Charles’s Island is about three miles
in length and a thousand feet in height; the rocks seem to
be covered with the prickly pear (Cactus ficus Indicus),
and, as in all the others of the group, the mangrove adorns

* Callao, so gallantly defended by Rodil, surrendered to the patriot force
1826, and Chiloe, where Quintanella had held out 12 years, shortly after;
these two spots were the last where the mother country retained any force on
the continent of South America.
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the water’s edge. Close to it lies Gardiner’s Island, and a
singular rock through the middle of which there is a natural
arch, both of which we passed early; but, owing to the
currents, we did not reach Banks’s Cove in Albemarle Island
until the morning of the 26th. This is the largest and
loftiest of the Gallapagos group; several extinct craters
show that fire has, at no remote period, been as active here
as it now is in Narborough and some of the others. Its
length from north to éouth is about 75 miles, and the
southern end appears to be well wooded. The heat was
very great as we approached the land, the thermometer
standing at 84°; and as we shot into the cove we disturbed
such a number of aquatic birds and other animals, that we
were nearly deafened with their wild and piercing cries.
The place is like a new creation: the birds and beasts do
not get out of our way; the pelicans and sea-lions look in
our faces as if we had no right to intrude on their solitude ;
the small birds are so tame that they hop upon our feet;
and all this amidst volcanoes which are burning around
us on either hand. Altogether it is as wild and desolate a
scene as imagination can picture.

27th March.—Our first care this morning was to search
for the water with which we were to complete the ship, but
to our great mortification we found the springs, which are

N2
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usually abundant, nearly dried up; and were therefore obliged
to put the ship’s company on an allowance. A boat was de-
spatched to Narborough Island to procure land-turtle, and
others were employed in fishing with great success. Our
Sandwich Island chiefs landed on our anchoring, and having
found two huts left by some former visitors, they remained
in them to enjoy the pleasures of fishing and bathing ac-
cording to the customs of their own country, while we staid
in the harbour.

Our party to Narborough Island landed among an in-
numerable host of sea-guanas ¥, the ugliest living creatures
we ever beheld. They are like the alligator, but with a
more hideous head, and of a dirty sooty black colour, and
sat on the black lava rocks like so many imps of darkness.
As far as the eye could reach we saw nothing but rough
fields of lava, that seemed to have hardened while the force
of the wind had been rippling its liquid surface. In some
places we could fancy the fiery sea had been only gently
agitated ; in others, it seemed as if it had been swept into -
huge waves. Here and there it was rent into deep crevices

coated with iron rust, and filled up with salt water. Far

¢ Amblyrhyncus Cristatus—described by Bell from a specimen brought to
Europe by Mr. Bullock among his Mexican curiosities. Mr. B. did not state
the spot where it was found : probably on the Pacific shore.
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inland too, the pools are salt; and not ‘a vegetable, but the
cactus here and there, is seen to root in the rock. Sea-
ward, however, the eye is relieved by a few patches of man-
grove, which have begun to fringe the desolate place with
green. ,
About half way down the steep south-east side of the
Island, a volcano burns day and night; and near the beach
a crater was pouring forth streams of lava, which on reach-
ing the sea caused it to bubble in an extraordinary manner.
We returned to the ship in the afternoon, having taken
forty-six large green turtle, but failed of getting any terra-
pin. We also killed some seals, pelicans, and penguins, and
saw sea-lions sporting about the rocks.

March 29.—We were employed in cutting wood; and
procured a sufficiency for three weeks; but, as usual in hot
climates, brought on board with it scorpions and centlpedes
The high Island of Albemarle is tolerably green, but in one
part there is a bleak field of lava, which - appears to have
flowed out of the flank of the grassy mountain, pretty low
down. Our botanist found several rare and mterestmg
plants, some of which are probably quite new ; ‘but with the
exception of the common balsam-tree and a species of

acacia, most of the vegetation is dwarfish. The land birds
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are few here, but the brown sea-guana* and a red-breasted
lizard are to be seen in great numbers. We saw only one
green snake, quite harmless, and found but few insects;
however, our stay here was too short to procure any thing
like a perfect catalogue of the natural productions of the
Islands.

March 30.—We left Banks’s Cove, and about noon came
to a curious steep insulated rock called Redondo, round
which we caught a great quantity of fish, and saw innume-
rable sharks. In the night we made Abingdon Island, and
sent boats in the morning to hunt for terrapin, but owing

to the strong west-north-west current they could not land.

o

* Brown sea-guana, an amblyrhyncus, which at first the editor supposed
might be the female of the black one, but on comparison the two animals
appear so different as to induce the belief that they are distinct species. The
measurement of a brown one, brought home by one of the lieutenants, is as
follows : Length from the nose to the tail, one foot seven inches ; length of the
tail, one foot eight inches; height at the shoulder, nine inches; girth under the
fore feet, one foot one inch; belly, one foot four inches; length of longest toe,
two and a half inches, which is quite different from the black one, described by
Bell: there is besides a great difference in the crest, which in the black consists
of sharp flat scales, issuing like those of the alligator, and continuing quite to the
end of the tail. In the brown one the crest is of thick round spines, of not
near the height of those on the black one, and only extending to the back of the
blade bones. The scales on the head and face of the brown are thick, pentan-
gular, embossed ; those of the black run into sharp spikes: the colour is a red
ochrey brown, except the head, which is yellow.
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April 2d.—We passed the westernmost of the Galla-
pagos, Wenman, and Culpepper’s Islands, and then shaped a
direct course for the Sandwich Isles. The thermometer
has been for some days at 87° and 88° in the shade.

Sunday, April 3d.—The chief Boki, being the only one
of the Sandwich Islanders on board who had been baptised,
took the sacrament with us. He had been admitted into
the Christian church, together with his brother Karaimoku,
in his own country, by the chaplain who attended Captain
Freycinet in the Uranie on his voyage round the world.

Sunday, May 1.—Kuinee or Liliah, and the other Sand-
wich Island chiefs, probably induced by the example of
Boki, and anxious to carry home with them every possible
mark of civilization, earnestly desired to have the ceremony
of baptism performed. They had previously been instructed
in some of the main doctrines of our holy faith, and the
moral precepts and practice of Christians explained ; and
though it is probable that their own conduct may still bear
a taint of its original savage heathenism, the baptism of
such high chiefs may prepare the way for that of many of
their countrymen. They received that sacrament accord-
ingly at the hands of our chaplain, the Reverend R. Blox-
ham. ILord Byron stood sponsor, and gave them the same
names at the font as they had borne from their birth. Hence
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Liliah, Kuanoa, Manuia, are for the future real christian
names, though they will probably never find patrons in the
calendar. They may content themselves, however, with
that of their godfather, « England’s great Champion, Cap-
padocian GEoRrGE,” the proper guardian of chiefs whose
native Islands are now under the immediate protection of
the British crown. '

May 3.—We were delighted early this morning by the
cry of land, which, though but indistinctly seen at first
through the haze of a very misty morning, soon broke forth
from its clouds, and we found ourselves nearing Hido or
Aheedo Bay, on the north-east part of the Island of Ha-
waii*. We ran alongshore with the intention of putting
into the bay for water, and were charmed with the cheerful
and rich view of the land. The hills were covered with
verdure, and some with forest; the sloping grounds below
were adorned with clumps of cocoa-nut and bread-fruit
trees ; some inland waterfalls came in in the background,
and near the beach the native huts gave that liveliness to
the scenery which nothing but the marks of human habita-
tion can do. o -

* The shape of Hawaii or Owhyhee is triangular. It had been divided
into districts long before it was known to Europeans.” We made the Island

most exactly by the chronometers, of which there were five on board. Lat.
19° 46. N. Long. 155° 200 W.’
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Boki and Liliah seem rather depressed than elated at
reaching their native land. But when we consider the cir-
cumstances under which they left it, and those attending
their return, it is not wonderful that their first emotions
should be painful ; even were they eﬁtirely devoid of dread
on account of the reception they might possibly receive,
being like persons of ill omen, coming to bring death and
mourning among their countrymen.

About one p. M. we came up with some fishing canoes,
which were immediately hailed by Manuia, one of our pas-
sengers; and the fishermen, hauling in their lines imme-
diately, paddled alongside. Although we find thaf, in her
youth, our shipmate Liliah had been accounted one of the
best swimmers in the Island, and was particularly dexterous
in launching her float-board * through the heaviest surf] yet
now her sense of modesty, awakened by her residence in a
civilized country, induced her to withdraw into her cabin at
the sight of her almost naked countrymen. And, let us

* Float-board : this is a board a little longer than the human body, fea-
thered at the edges, on which these Islanders stretch themselves and float for
hours on the water, using their limbs as paddles to guide them, or at other
times trusting to the impulse of the waves: the very children have their little
boards ; and to have a neat float-board, well kept and dried, is to a Sandwich
Islander what a tilbury, or cabriolet, or whatever light carriage may be in
fashion, is to a young Englishman.
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observe, that besides what may be attributed to the na-
tive modesty of the sex, which no sooner perceives decorum
than it adopts it, the gentle and docile character of the
whole race of those Islanders was agreeably displayed by our
fellow passengers. In dress, occupations, and amusements,
they endeavoured to conform to our habits, and that in the
manner of rational imitation, and not bearing any mark of
savage mimicry : unless, indeed, we accuse them in the case
of Kuanoa the treasurer, who being by nature somewhat of
a dandy, had acquired a habit of pulling up the corners
of his shirt-collar; so that his countrymen, who are quick
observers, and make great use of gesture in speaking, soon
learned to designate him by mimicking this action.

The fisherman who first boarded us became exceedingly
alarmed on looking round and perceiving the size of our
ship and the number of her guns; but on hearing his native
language he Yoon recovered, and gave us some very interest-
ing intelligence concerning both public and private matters.
" Boki’s brother, Karaimoku, the regent of the Isles, had, it
appeared, been for some time lingering under a dangerous
dropsical complaint, and as Boki’s disposition is exceedingly
affectionate, he was very much depressed by hearing of it ; so
that he could hardly listen to or rejoice in the account of a

successful warfare in which Karaimoku himself had been the
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victor. Itappeared that, during the absence of Riho Riho, or
Jolani, from the Islands, Taumuarii ¥, a young chief of Tauii,
who had been for some years in North America, where he
had been christened by the name of George, had thought it
a favourable opportunity of gaining possession of his native
Island and its dependencies; and as he was descended from
the ancient independent kings, he had easily raised a party to
support him. On the news of this rebellion reaching Woahoo,
where Karaimoku resided, he instantly sent to the several
Islands to require the assistance of the chiefs, and set out
himself with such forces as he could collect in Oahu.

At Maui the erees agreed it would be proper to send
two hundred men in canoes; but the chiefs themselves,
either dreading a renewal of the bloody scenes which had
troubled them in the time of Tamehameha, or moved by
the caprice or indolence of half civilized men, seemed un-
willing to join the expedition, when Kaikeoeva, an aged
chief, came among them, and learning the cause of their
meeting, and their backwardness to go to battle, he lifted
up his withered hands and said, “ Hear me, ye chiefs;

ye who have warred under the great Tamehameha: Karai-

* He was the son of the very chief who had claimed the sovereignty of
Tauii on the death of Tamehameha I., and who had been generously received
into the friendship of Riho Riho.

02



100 VOYAGE TO THE

moku and I were born upon the same mountain in this
Island; we were nourished at the same breast, and our
boyish sports were in common, and together we breasted
yonder foaming waves. In manhood we fought side by
sidee. 'When Karaimoku was wounded, I slew the chief
whose spear had pierced him; and though I am now a
dried and withered leaf, never be it said that Kaikeoeva
deserted his friend and brother in arms in time of need.
Who is on Karaimoku’s side? Let him launch his war
canoe and follow me.” This burst of eloquence, from so
approved a warrior, aroused the chiefs; in an hour all the
war canoes in and near Laheina were launciled, and bore
six hundred men to Taui in time to join Karaimoku as he
marched to attack the fort of Taumuarii.

So beloved is this chief, that as they approached the
fort one of his captains cried out, ¢ O Karaimoku, you are
the chain that binds the seven Islands together; remain in
safety, I beseech you, and I will lead the warriors on to
fight. If your light is extinguished, our land will again be
in confusion.”

Karaimoku led his troops, however; in an hour the for-

tress surrendered, and the governor was sentenced to death* ;

* He was allowed to choose his manner of dying, and desired to be
drowned ; he was accordingly carried out to sea, a bag of stones fastened to his
feet, and thrown overboard.
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while Taumuarii fled to the mountains, where he remained
in a state of starvation for some time, and at length threw
himself on the regent’s mercy, who removed him to Woahoo,
where he is strictly watched, but/suﬁ'ers no other evil.,

The natural anxiety of Boki concerning his brother having
been thus far satisfied, we inquired whether the news of the
death of Riho-Riho and his queen had reached the Islands,
and learned that it was known at Oahu, and that their re-
mains were hourly expected there, but at Hawaii it was not
credited. It also appeared that the tidings was not alto-
gether unlooked for, because an eclipse of the moon, which
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