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INTRODUCTIO N.

IN
N offering this little tract to the public,

it is equally the writer's wifh to conduce

to their amufement and information.

The expedition on which he is engaged

has excited much curiofity, and given birth

to many fpeculations, refpecting the confe-

quences to arife from it. While men con-

tinue to think freely, they will judge va-

rioufly. Some have been fanguine enough

to foreſee the most beneficial effects to the

Parent State, from the Colony we are en-

deavouring to eſtabliſh ; and fome have not

been wanting to pronounce the ſcheme big

with folly, impolicy, and ruin. Which of

theſe predictions will be completed, I leave

to the decifion of the public. I cannot,

how-



( vi )

however, difmifs the fubject without ex-

preffing a hope, that the candid and liberal

of each opinion, induced by the humane

and benevolent intention in which it ori-

ginated, will unite in waiting the refult of

a fair trial to an experiment, no lefs new

in its deſign, than difficult in its execu-

tion.

As this publication enters the world with

the name of the author, candour will, he

trufts, induce its readers to believe, that

no confideration could weigh with him

an endeavour to miflead them. Facts are

related fimply as they happened, and when

opinions are hazarded, they areare fuch as, he

hopes, patient inquiry, and deliberate deci-

fion, will be found to have authoriſed.

For the moft part he has ſpoken from actual

obfervation ; and in thofe places where the

relations of others have been unavoidably

adopted, he has been careful to fearch for the

truth, and repreſs that ſpirit of exaggeration

which is almoſt ever the effect ofnovelty on

ignorance.

The
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The nautical part of the work, is com-

prized in as few pages as poffible. By the

profeffional part of my readers this will be

deemed judicious ; and the rest will not , I

believe, be diffatisfied at its brevity. I beg

leave, however, to fay of the aftronomical

calculations, that they may be depended on

with the greateſt degree of fecurity, as they

were communicated by an officer, who was

furniſhed with inftruments, and commiffion-

ed by the Board of Longitude, to make

obfervations during the voyage, and in the

fouthern hemifphere.

An unpractifed writer is generally anxious

to befpeak public attention, and to folicit

public indulgence. Except on profeffional

fubjects, military men are, perhaps, too fear-

ful of critical cenfure. Forthe preſent nar-

rative no other apology is attempted, than

the intentions of its author, who has endea-

youred not only to fatisfy prefent curiofity,

but to point out to future adventurers, the

favourable, as well as adverfe circumſtances

which will attend their fettling here. The

candid, it is hoped, will overlook the inac-

curacies2
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curacies of this imperfect ſketch, drawn

amidſt the complicated duties of the ſervice

in which the Author is engaged, and make

due allowance for the want of opportunity

ofgaining more extenfive information.

Sydney Cove, Port Jackſon,

New South Wales,

July 10, 1788.

WATKIN TENCH,

Capt. ofthe Marines.
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EXPEDITION

ΤΟ

BOTANY BAY.

CHAP. I.

From the Embarkation of the Convicts, to the

Departure of the Shipsfrom England .

HE marines and convicts having been

THE

previouſly embarked in the River, at

Portſmouth, and Plymouth, the whole fleet

deſtined for the expedition rendezvouſed at

the Mother Bank, on the 16th of March

1787, and remained there until the 13th of

May following. In this period , excepting

a flight appearance of contagion in one of

the tranſports , the fhips were univerfally

healthy, and the prifoners in high ſpirits.

Few
B

1
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Few complaints or lamentations were to be

heard among them, and an ardent wiſh for

the hour of departure feemed generally to

prevail.

As the reputation, equally with the ſafety

ofthe officers andfoldiers appointed to guard

the convicts, conſiſted in maintaining due

fubordination, an opportunity was taken,

immediately on their being embarked, to

convince them, in the moſt pointed terms,

that any attempt on their fide, either to

conteft the command, or to force their ef-

cape, fhould be puniſhed with inftant death ;

orders to this effect were given to the cen-

tinels in their prefence ; happily, however,

for all parties, there occurred not any in-

ftance in which there was occafion to have

recourſe to ſo deſperate a meaſure ; the be-

havior of the convicts being in general hum-

ble, fubmiffive, and regular : indeed I fhould

feel myſelf wanting in juſtice to thoſe un-

fortunate men, were I not to bear this

public teftimony of the fobriety and decency

oftheir conduct.

Unpleaſant
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Unpleaſant as a ſtate of inactivity and de-

lay for many weeks appeared to us, it was

not without its advantages ; for by means of

it we were enabled to eſtabliſh neceffary re-

gulations among the convicts, and to adopt

ſuch a ſyſtem of defence, as left us little to

apprehend for our own fecurity, in cafe a

fpirit of madneſs and deſperation had hur-

ried them on to attempt our deftruction.

Among many other troubleſome parts

of duty which the fervice we were en-

gaged on required, the infpection of all

letters brought to, or fent from the ſhips,

was not one of the leaft tireſome and difa-

greeable. The number and contents of

thoſe in the veflel I was embarked in, fre-

quently furpriſed me very much ; they va-

ried according to the difpofitions of the

writers : but their conftant language was,

an apprehenſion of the impracticability of

returning home, the dread of a fickly paf-

fage, and the fearful proſpect ofa diſtant and

barbarous country . But this apparent de-

fpondency proceeded in few inftances from

B 2 fenti-



( 4 )

fentiment .

lefs, an artifice to awaken compaffion , and

call forth relief ; the correſpondence invari-

ably ending in a petition for money and to-

bacco. Perhaps a want ofthe latter, which

is conſidered a great luxury by its admirers

among the lower claffes of life, might be

the more feverely felt, from their being de-

barred in all cafes whatever, fickneſs ex-

cepted, the uſe of fpirituous liquors.

With too many it was, doubt-

It may be thought proper for me to men-

tion, that during our ſtay at the Mother

Bank, the foldiers and convicts were indif-

criminately ferved with freſh beef, The

former, in addition , had the uſual quantity

of beer allowed in the navy, and were at

what is called full allowance of all ſpecies of

provifions ; the latter, at two thirds only.

CHAP,
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1

CHA P. II.

From the Departure, to the Arrival of the Fleet

at Teneriffe .

May 1787.

Go

0

OVERNOR Phillip having at length

reached Portſmouth, and all things

deemed neceffary for the expedition being

put on board, at daylight on the morning

ofthe 13th, the ſignal to weigh anchor was

made in the Commanding Officer's fhip the

Sirius . Before fix o'clock the whole fleet

were under fail ; and, the weather being

fine and wind eaſterley, proceeded through

the Needles with a freſh leading breeze. In

addition to our little armament, the Hyena

frigate was ordered to accompany us a cer-

tain diſtance to the weftward, by which

means our number was increaſed to twelve

fail . His Majeſty's fhips Sirius, Hyena,

and Supply, three Victuallers with two

years ftores and provifions on board for

the Settlement, and fix Tranſports, with

troops
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troops and
convicts. In the tranſports were

embarked four captains, twelve fubalterns,

twenty-four ferjeants and corporals, eight

drummers, and one hundred and fixty pri-

vate marines, making the whole of the mi-

litary force, including the Major Com-

mandant and Staff on board the Sirius, to

confift of two hundred and twelve perfons,

of whom two hundred and ten were volun-

teers . The number of convicts was five

hundred and fixty-five men, one hundred

and ninety-two women, and eighteen chil-

dren ; the major part of the priſoners were

mechanics and huſbandmen, ſelected on pur-

poſe by order of Government.

By ten o'clock we had got clear of the

Ifle of Wight, at which time, having very

little pleaſure in converfing with my own

thoughts, I ftrolled down among the con-

victs, to obferve their fentiments at this

juncture. Avery few excepted, their coun-

tenances indicated a high degree offatisfac-

tion, though in fome, the pang of being

fevered, perhaps for ever, from their native

land,
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land, could not be wholly fuppreffed ; in

general, marks of diſtreſs were more per-

ceptible among the inen than the women ;

for I recollect to have feen but one of thoſe

affected on the occafion, " Some natural

" tears fhe dropp'd, but wip'd them foon ."

After this the accent of forrow was no lon-

ger heard ; more genial fkies and change of

ſcene baniſhed repining and diſcontent, and

introduced in their ftead cheerfulneſs and

acquiefcence in a lot, now not to be altered .

To add to the good difpofition which was

beginning to manifeſt itſelf, on the morning

of the 20th, in confequence of fome favo-

rable repreſentations made by the officers

commanding detachments, they were hailed

and told from the Sirius, that in thoſe caſes

where they judged it proper, they were at

liberty to releaſe the convicts from the fet-

ters in which they had been hitherto con-

fined . In complying with theſe directions,

I had great pleaſure in being able to extend

this humane order to the whole of thoſe

under my charge, without, a fingle excep-

tion.
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tion. It is hardly neceffary for me to fay,

that the precaution of ironing the convicts

at any time reached to the men only.

In the evening of the fame day, the

Hyena left us for England, which afforded

an early opportunity of writing to our

friends, and eafing their apprehenfions by a

communication of the favourable accounts

it was in our power to fend them.

1

From this time to the day of our making

the land, little occurred worthy of remark,

I cannot, however, help noticing the pro-

priety of employing the marines on a fer-

vice which requires activity and exertion at

fea, in preference to other troops . Had a

regiment recruited fince the war been ſent

out, fea-ſickneſs would have incapacitated

half the men from performing the duties

immediately and indifpenfably neceffary ;

whereas the marines, from being accuftom-

ed to ferve on board fhip, accommodated

themſelves with eaſe to every exigency, and

furmounted every difficulty .

At
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At daybreak, on the morning of the goth

ofMay we faw the rocks named the Defert-

ers, which lie off the fouth-eaft end of Ma-

deira ; and found the fouth-eaſt extremity

of the moſt ſoutherly of them, to be in the

latitude of 32° 28' north, longitude 16º 171′

weft of Greenwich. The following day we

faw the Salvages, a cluſter of rocks which

are placed between the Madeiras andCanary

Iſlands, and determined the latitude of the

middle of the Great Salvage to be 30° 12'

north, and the longitude of its eaſtern fide

to be 15° 39′ weft. It is no leſs extraordi-

nary than unpardonable, that in fome very

modern charts of the Atlantic, publiſhed in

London, the Salvages are totally omitted.

We made the iſland of Teneriffe on the

3d of June, and in the evening anchored in

the road of Santa Cruz, after an excellent

paffage of three weeks from the day we left

England.

C CHAP.
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CHAP. III.

From the Fleet's Arrival at Teneriffe, to its

Departure for Rio de Janeiro, in the

Brazils .

THE

HERE is little to pleaſe a traveller at

Teneriffe. He has heard wonders of

its celebrated Peak, but he may remain for

weeks together at the town of Santa Cruz

without having a glimpſe of it, and when

its cloud-topped head emerges, the chance

is, that he feels diſappointed , for, from the

point of view in which he fees it, the

neighbouring mountains leffen its effect very

confiderably. Excepting the Peak, the eye

receives little pleaſure from the general face

of the country, which is fterile and unin-

viting to the laſt degree. The town, how-

ever, from its cheerful white appearance,

contraſted with the dreary brownnefs of the

back ground, makes not an unpleaſing coup

d'œil. It is neither irregular in its plan, nor

deſpicable in its ſtyle of building ; and the

churches
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churches and religious houfes are numerous,

fumptuous, and highly ornamented .

The morning of our arrival, as many of-

ficers as could be ſpared from the different

ſhips were introduced to the Marquis de

Brancifort, Governor of the Canary Iſlands,

whoſe reception was highly flattering and

polite. His Excellency is a Sicilian by

birth, and is moſt deſervedly popular in his

government . He prefers refiding at Tene-

riffe, for the conveniency of frequent com-

munication with Europe, to the Grand

Canary, which is properly the feat of

power ; and though not long fixed here, has

already found means to eſtabliſh a manufac-

tory in cotton, filk, and thread , under ex-

cellent regulations, which employs more

than fixty perfons, and is ofinfinite ſervice to

thecommon people. During our ſhort ſtay

we had every day fome freſh proof of his

Excellency's eſteem and attention, and had

the honour of dining with him, in a ſtyle

of equal elegance and fplendor. At this

entertainment the profufion of ices which

appeared in the defert was ſurpriſing, con-

C 2 fider-
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F

ndering that we were enjoying them under

a fun nearly vertical. But it ſeems the ca-

verns of the Peak, very far below its fum-

mit, afford, at all ſeaſons, ice in abundance.

The reſtleſs importunity of the beggars,

and the immodeſty of the loweſt clafs of wo-

men, are highly diſguſting. From the num-

ber of his countrymen to be found , an Eng-

liſhman is at no lofs for fociety . In the

mercantile houſes eſtabliſhed here, it is from

gentlemen of this deſcription that any infor-

mation is derived, for the taciturnity of the

Spaniards is not to be overcome in a ſhort ac-

quaintance, eſpecially by Engliſhmen, whoſe

referve falls little fhort of their own. The

inland country is defcribed as fertile, and

highly romantic ; and the environs of the

fmall town of Laguza mentioned as parti-

cularly pleaſant. Some of our officers who

made an excurfion to it confirmed the ac-

count amply.

It fhould feem that the power of the

Church, which has been ſo long on the de-

cline
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The

cline in Europe, is at length beginning to

be ſhaken in the colonies of the Catholic

powers : fome recent inftances which have

taken place at Teneriffe, evince it very fully.

Were not a ſtranger, however, to be ap-

prized of this, he would hardly draw the

conclufion from his own obfervations .

Biſhop of theſe iſlands, which conjunctively

from a See, refides on the Grand Canary.

He is reprefented as a man in years, and of

a character as amiable as exalted , extremely

beloved both by foreigners and thoſe of his

own church. The bishopric is valued at

ten thouſand pounds per annum ; the go-

vernment at fomewhat lefs than two.

In fpite ofevery precaution, while welaid

at anchor in the road, a convict had the ad-

dreſs, one night, to fecrete himſelf on the

deck, when the rest were turned below ;

and after remaining quiet for fome hours, let

himſelf down over the bow of the ſhip, and

floated toa boat that laid aftern, into which

he got, and cutting her adrift , fuffered him-

felf to be carried away by the current, until

at
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at a fufficient diſtance to be out of hearing,

when he rowed off. This elopement was

not diſcovered till fome hours after, when a

fearch being made, and boats fent to the

different parts of the ifland, he was dif-

covered in a ſmall cove, to which he had fled

for refuge. On being queftioned, it ap

peared he had endeavoured to get himſelf

received on board a Dutch Eaft Indiaman in

the road ; but being rejected there, he re-

folved on croffing over to the Grand Canary,

which is at the diſtance of ten leagues, and

when detected, was recruiting his ftrength

in order to make the attempt. Atthe fame

time that the boats of the fleet were fent on

this purfuit, information was given to the

Spaniſh Governor of what had happened,

who immediately detached parties everyway

in order to apprehend the delinquent.

Having remained a week at Teneriffe, and

in that time completed our ſtock of water,

and taken on board wine, &c. early on the

morning ofthe 10th of June we weighed an-

chor, and ſtood out to fea with alight eaſterly

breeze.
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breeze. The fhortness of our ſtay, and the

confequent hurry, prevented our increaſing

much any previous knowledge we might

have had ofthe place. For the information

of thoſe who may follow us on this fervice,

it may not, however, be amifs to ſtate the

little that will be found of uſe to them.

The markets afford freſh meat, though it

is neither plentiful nor good . Fiſh is fearce ;

but poultry may be procured in almoſt any

quantity, at as cheap a rate as in the Engliſh

fea-ports. Vegetables do not abound, ex-

cept pumpkins and onions, ofwhich I adviſe

all ſhips to lay in a large ftock . Milch goats

are bought for a trifle, and eaſily procured .

Grapes cannot be fcarce in their feafon ;

but when we were here, except figs and

excellent mulberries, no fruit was to be

procured. Dry wines, as the merchants

term them, are fold from ten to fifteen

pounds a pipe ; for the latter price, thevery

beſt, called the London Particular, may be

bought: fweet wines are confiderably dearer.

Brandy is alſo a cheap article. I would

not
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not adviſe the voyager to depend on this

place for either his hogs or ſheep . And he

will do well to fupply himſelf with dollars

before he quits England, to expend in the

different ports he may happen to touch at.

Should he, however, have neglected this pre-

caution , let him remember when he diſcounts

bills, or exchanges Engliſh money here, not

to receive his returns in quarter dollars,

which will be tendered to him, but alto-

gether in whole ones, as he will find the lat-

ter turn to better account than the former,

both at Rio de Janeiro and the Cape of Good

Hope.

The latitude of the town of Santa Cruz is

28° 27′ north, the longitude 169 171 weſt

of Greenwich.

CHAP.
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CHA P. IV .

The Paffagefrom Teneriffe to Rio de Janeiro,

in the Brazils.

N failing from Teneriffe to the fouth-eaſt,

IN
the various and pictureſque appearances

of the Peak are beautiful to the higheſt de-

gree. The ftupendous height, which before

was loft on the traveller, now ftrikes him

with awe and admiration, the whole ifland

appearing one vaſt mountain with a pyra-

midal top . As we proceeded with light

winds, at an eaſy rate, we faw it diſtinctly

for three days after our departure, and

ſhould have continued to ſee it longer, had

not the hazineſs of the atmoſphere inter-

rupted our view. The good people of Santa

Cruz tell fome ftories of the wonderful ex-

tent ofſpace to be feen from the fummit of

it, that would not diſgrace the memoirs of

the ever-memorable Baron Munchaufen.

D On
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On the 18th of June we faw the moft

northerly of the Cape de Verd Iſlands, at

which time the Commodore gave the fleet

to underſtand, by fignal, that his intention

was to touch at fome ofthem. The follow-

ing day we made St. Jago, and ſtood in to

gain an anchorage in Port Praya Bay. But

the baffling winds and lee current rendering

it a matter ofdoubt whether or not the ſhips

would be able to fetch, the ſignal for anchor-

ing was hauled down, and the fleet bore

before the wind . In paffing along them we

were enabled to aſcertain the fouth end ofthe

Ifle of Sal to be in 16° 40' north latitude,

and 23° 5' weft longitude. The fouth end

of Bonavista to be in 15° 57' north, 23° 8'

weft. The fouth end of the Ifle of May in

15° 11′ north, 23° 26′ weſt ; and the longi-

tude of the fort, in the town of Port Praya,

to be 23º 361 weſt of Greenwich .

up

By this time the weather, from the fun

being fo far advanced in the northern tropic,

was become intolerably hot, which, joined

to the heavy rains that foon after came on,

made
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made us very apprehenfive for the health of

the fleet . Contrary, however, to expecta-

tion, the number of fick in the ſhip I was

embarked on was ſurpriſingly ſmall, and

the reſt of the fleet were nearly as healthy.

Frequent exploſions ofgunpowder, lighting

fires between decks, and a liberal uſe of that

admirable antifeptic, oil of tar, were the

preventives we made uſe of againſt impure

air ; and above all things we were careful

to keep the mens' bedding and wearing ap-

parel dry. As we advanced towards the

Line, the weather grewgradually better and

more pleaſant. On the 14th of July we

paffed the Equator, at which time the at-

moſphere was as ferene, and the tempera-

ture of the air not hotter than in a bright

fummer day in England . From this period,

until our arrival on the American coaft, the

heats, the calms, and the rains by which

we had been fo much incommoded, were

fucceeded by a ſeries of weather as delight-

ful as it was unlooked for. At three o'clock

in the afternoon of the 2d of Auguſt, the

Supply, which had been previouſly fent

D 2 a-head
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a-head on purpoſe, made the ſignal for fee-

ing the land, which was viſible to the whole

fleet before funfet, and proved to be Cape

Frio, in latitude 23° 5' fouth, longitude

41° 40 ' weft.

Owing to light airs we did not get

a-breaſt of the city of St. Sebaſtian, in the

harbour of Rio de Janeiro, until the 7th of

the month, when we anchored about three

quarters ofa mile from the ſhore.

CHAP.

•
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CHAP. V.

From the Arrival of the Fleet at Rio de Ja-

neiro, till its Departure for the Cape of

Good Hope ; with fome Remarks on the

Brazils ,

Auguſt 1787.

BRAZIL is a country very imperfectly

known in Europe. The Portugueze,

from political motives, have been fparing

in their accounts of it. Whence our de-

ſcriptions of it, in the geographical publi-

cations in England are drawn, I know not :

that they are miferably erroneous and de-

fective, is certain.

The city of St. Sebaſtian ſtands on the

weft fide ofthe harbour, in a low unhealthy

fituation, furrounded on all fides by hills,

which ſtop the free circulation of air, and

ſubject its inhabitants to intermittents and

putrid diſeaſes. It is of confiderable extent :

Mr. Cook makes it as large as Liverpool ;

but Liverpool, in 1767, when Mr. Cook

wrote,
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wrote, was not two-thirds of its prefent

fize. Perhaps it equals Chefter, or Exeter,

in the fhare of ground it occupies, and is

infinitely more populous than either of

them. The ſtreets interfect each other at

right angles, are tolerably well built, and

excellently paved, abounding with ſhops of

every kind, in which the wants of a ſtranger,

if money is not one of them, can hardly

remain unfatisfied . About the centre of

the city, and at a little diſtance from the

beach, the Palace of the Viceroy ſtands, a

long, low building, no wife remarkable in

its exterior appearance ; though within are

fome fpacious and handſome apartments.

The churches and convents are numerous,

and richly decorated ; hardly a night paſſes

without ſome of the latter being illuminated

in honour of their patron faints , which has

a very brilliant effect when viewed from

the water, and was at firſt miſtaken by us

for public rejoicings.rejoicings . At the corner of

almoſt every ftreet ftands a little image of

the Virgin, ſtuck round with lights in an

evening, before which paffengers frequent-

ly ſtop to pray and fing very loudly. In-

deed ,
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deed, the height to which religious zeal

is carried in this place, cannot fail of creat-

ing aſtoniſhment in a ſtranger. The great-

eſt part of the inhabitants feem to have no

other occupation, than that of paying vi-

fits and going to church, at which times you

ſee them fally forth richly dreffed , en cha-

peau bras, with the appendages of a bag

for the hair, and a fmall fword : even boys

of fix years old are ſeen parading about,

furniſhed with theſe indifpenfable requifites.

Except when at their devotions, it is not

eaſy to get a fight of the women, and when

obtained, the compariſons drawn by a tra-

veller, lately arrived from England, are

little flattering to Portugueſe beauty. In

juſtice, however, to the ladies of St. Sebaf-

tian, I muſt obſerve, that the cuſtom of

throwing nofegays at ftrangers, for the pur-

poſe of bringing on an affignation , which

Doctor Solander, and another gentleman of

Mr. Cook's fhip met with when here, was

never ſeen by any of us in a ſingle inſtance.

We were fo deplorably unfortunate as to

walk every evening before their windows

and balconies, without being honoured with

a fingle

婆
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a fingle bouquet, though nymphs and flow-

ers were in equal and great abundance.

Among other public buildings , I had

almoſt forgot to mention an obſervatory, ·

which ftands near the middle of the town,

and is tolerably well furnifhed with aftro-

nomical inftruments . During ourftay here,

ſome Spaniſh and Portugueze mathemati-

cians were endeavouring to determine the

boundaries of the territories belonging to

their reſpective crowns. Unhappily, how-

ever, for the cauſe of ſcience, theſe gentle-

men have not hitherto been able to coincide

in their accounts, fo that very little infor-

mation on this head to be depended upon,

could be gained . How far political motives

may have cauſed this difagreement, I do

not prefume to decide ; though it deferves

notice, that the Portugueze accuſe the Abbé

de la Caille, who obferved here by order

of the King of France, of having laid down

the longitude of this place forty-five miles

too much to the eastward.

Until
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Until the year 1770, all the flour in the

ſettlement was brought from Europe ; but

fince that time the inhabitants have madefo

rapida progreſs in raiſing grain, as to be able

to ſupply themſelves with it abundantly.

The principal corn country lies around

Rio Grande, in the latitude of 32° fouth,

where wheat flouriſhes fo luxuriantly, as to

yield from ſeventy to eighty buſhels for one.

Coffee alſo, which they formerly received

from Portugal, now grows in fuch plenty

as to enable them to export confiderable

quantities of it. But the ftaple commodity

of the country is fugar. That they have

not, however, learnt the art of making pa-

latable rum, the Engliſh troops in New

South Wales can bear teftimony ; a large

quantity, very ill flavoured, having been

bought and ſhipped here for the uſe of the

garriſon of Port Jackſon.

It was in 1771 that St. Salvador, which

had for more than a century been the capital

of Brazil , ceafed to be fo ; and that the feat

of Government was removed to St. Sebaf

E tian .
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tian. The change took place on account of

the colonial war, at that time carried on by

the Courts of Liſbon and Madrid . And , in-

deed, were the object of fecurity alone to

determine the feat of Government, I know

but few places better fituated in that refpect

than the one I am deſcribing ; the natural

ftrength of the country, joined to the diffi-

culties which would attend an attack on the

fortifications, being fuch as to render it very

formidable.

It may be prefumed that the Portugueze

Government is well apprized of this cir-

cumſtance, and of the little rifque they run

in being deprived of fo important a poffef-

fion , elſe it will not be eaſy to penetrate the

reafons which induce them to treat the troops

who compoſe the garrifon, with fuch cruel

negligence. Their regiments were ordered

out with a promiſe of being relieved, and fent

back to Europe at the end of three years,

in conformity to which they fettled all their

domeſtic arrangements
. But the faith of

Government has been broken, and at the

expi-
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expiration of twenty years, all that is left

to the remnant of theſe unfortunate men, is

to fuffer in fubmiffive filence . I was one

evening walking with a Portugueze officer,

when this fubject was ſtarted , and on my

telling him, that fuch a breach of public

honour to Engliſh troops, would become a

fubject of parliamentary enquiry, he feized

my hand with great eagerneſs, " Ah, Sir !”

exclaimed he, " yours is a free country-

" we".
His emotions ſpoke what his

tongue refufed ,

६

·

As I am mentioning the army, I can-

not help obferving, that I faw nothing

here to confirm the remark of Mr. Cook,

that the inhabitants of the place, when-

ever they meet an officer of the garri-

fon, bow to him with the greateſt obſe-

quiouſneſs ; and by omitting fuch a cere-

mony, would fubject themſelves to be

knocked down, though the other ſeldom

deigns to return the compliment. The in-

terchange of civilities is general between

them, and ſeems by no means extorted .

E 2 The
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The people who could fubmit to fuch info-

lent fuperiority, would, indeed, deſerve to

be treated as flaves.

The police of the city is very good,

Soldiers patrole the ſtreets frequently, and

riots are feldom heard of. The dreadful

cuſtom of ftabbing, from motives of pri-

vate refentment, is nearly at an end, fince

the church has ceafed to afford an afylum

to murderers. In other refpects, the pro-

grefs of improvement appears flow, and

fettered by obſtacles almoſt infurmountable,

whoſe baneful influence will continue, until

a more enlightened fyftem of policy fhall be

adopted. From morning to night the ears

of a ſtranger are greeted by the tinkling

of the convent bells , and his eyes faluted

by proceffions of devotees, whofe adoration

and levity feem to keep equal pace, and

fucceed each other in turns. " Doyou want

to make your fon fick of foldiering ? fhew

him the Trainbands of London on a field-

day." Let him who would wish to give his

fon a diſtaſte to Popery, point out to him

the
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the floth, the ignorance, and the bigotry of

this place.

Being nearly ready to depart by the 1ft

of September, as many officers as poffible

went on that day to the palace to take

leave of his Excellency, the Viceroy of

the Brazils, to whom we had been previ

oufly introduced ; who on this, and every

other occafion, was pleafed to honour us

with the most diftinguiſhed marks of re-

gard and attention . Some part, indeed,

of the numerous indulgencies we expe-

rienced during our ſtay here, muſt doubt-

leſs be attributed to the high reſpect in

which the Portugueze held Governor Phil-

lip, who was for many years a captain in

their navy, and commanded a fhip of war

on this ſtation : in confequence of which,

many privileges were extended to us, very

unuſual to be granted to ſtrangers . We

were allowed the liberty of making fhort

excurſions into the country, and on theſe

occaſions, as well as when walking in the

city, the mortifying cuftom of having an

officer
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officer of the garrifon attending us was dif-

penſed with on our leaving our names and

ranks, at the time of landing, with the adju-

tant of orders at the palace . It happened ,

however, fometimes, that the preſence of a

military man was neceflary to prevent im-

poſition in the fhopkeepers, who frequently

made a practice of afking more for their

goods than the worth ofthem . In which

caſe an officer, when applied to, always told

us the ufual price of the commodity with

the greateſt readinefs, and adjuſted the terms

of the purchaſe,

On the morning of the fourth [Septem-

ber] we left Rio de Janeiro , amply furniſh-

ed with the good things which its happyfoil

and clime ſo abundantly produce . Thefu-

ture voyager may with fecurity depend on

this place for laying in many parts of his

ſtock. Among theſemay be enumerated fu-

gar, coffee, rum, port wine, rice, tapioca, and

tobacco, beſides very beautiful wood for the

purpoſes of houfhold furniture. Poultry is

not remarkably cheap, but may be produced

in
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in any quantity ; as may hops at a lowrate.

The markets are well ſupplied with butcher's

meat, and vegetables of every fort are to be

procured at a price next to nothing ; the

yams are particularly excellent. Oranges

abound fo much, as to be fold for fixpence a

hundred ; and limes are to be had on terms

equally moderate. Bananas, cocoa nuts, and

guavas, are common ; but the few pine-

apples brought to market are not remarka-

ble either for flavour, or cheapneſs . Be-

fides the inducements to lay out money al-

ready mentioned , the naturalift may add to

his collection by an almoſt endleſs variety of

beautiful birds, and curious infects, which

are to be bought at a reaſonable price, well

preferved, and neatly afforted .

I fhall cloſe my account of this place by

informing ſtrangers, who may come here,

that the Portugueze reckon their money in

rees, an imaginary coin, twenty of which

make a ſmall copper piece called a vintin,

and fixteen of theſe laſt a petack. Every

piece is marked with the number of rees

it.
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it is worth, fo that a mistake can hardly

happen. Engliſh filver coin has loft its re-

putation here, and dollars will be found pre-

ferable to any other
money.

CHAP.



( 33 )

C HOÁ P. Vi

The Paffage from the Brazils to the Cape of

Good Hope ; with an Account ofthe Tranf-

actions ofthe Fleet there.

4

September 1787.

OUR paflage from Rio de Janeiro to

the Cape of Good Hope, was equally

profperous with that which had preceded

it. We ſteered away to the ſouth-eaſt, and

loft fight of the American coaſt the day

after our departure. From this time until

the 13th of October, when we made the

Cape, nothing remarkable occurred, except

the lofs of a convict in the ſhip I was on

board, who unfortunately fell into the ſea,

and periſhed in fpite of our efforts to fave

him , by cutting adrift a life buoy and hoiſt-

ing out a boat. During the paffage, a flight

dyfentery prevailed in ſome ofthe ſhips, but

was in no inſtance mortal . We were at firſt

inclined to impute it to the water we took on

board at the Brazils, but as the effect was

F
very
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1

very partial, fome other cauſe was more pro-

bably the occafion of it .

At feven o'clock in the evening of the

13th of October, we caft anchor in Table

Bay, and found many fhips of different na-

tions in the harbour?

Little can be added to the many accounts

already publiſhed ofthe Cape of Good Hope,

though, if an opinion on the ſubject might

be riſqued, the defcriptions they contain are

too flattering. When contrafted with Rio de

Janeiro, it certainly fuffers in the compari-

fon. Indeed we arrived at a time equally

unfavourable for judging of the produce of

the foil and the temper of its cultivators,

who had fuffered confiderably from a dearth

that had happened the preceding feaſon, and

created a general ſcarcity . Nor was the

chagrin of theſe deprivations leffened by the

news daily arriving of the convulfions that

fhook the republic, which could not fail to

make an impreffion even on Batavian

phlegm .

As
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As a confiderable quantity of flour, and

the principal part of the live ſtock, which

was to ſtore our intended fettlement, were

meant to be procured here, Governor Phil-

lip loft no time in waiting on Mynheer Van

Graaffe, the Dutch Governor, to requeſt per-

miffion (according to the cuſtom ofthe place)

to purchaſe all that we ſtood in need of.

How far the demand extended, I know not,

nor Mynheer Van Graaffe's reaſons for com-

plying with it in part only. To this gen-

tleman's political fentiments I confeſs myſelf

a ftranger ; though I fhould do his polite-

nefs and liberality at his own table an injuf-

tice, were I not to take this public oppor-

nity of acknowledging them ; nor can I re-

fift the opportunity which preſents itſelf, to

inform my readers, in honor of M. Van

Graaffe's humanity, that he has made re-

peated efforts to recover the unfortunate re-

mains of the crew of the Grofvenor India-

man, which was wrecked about five years

ago on the coaſt ofCaffraria . This informa-

tion was given me by Colonel Gordon, com-

mandant of the Dutch troops at the Cape,

whoſeF 2
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whofe knowledge ofthe interior parts ofthis

country furpaffes that of any other man.

And I am forry to fay, that the Colonel

added, theſe unhappy people were irreco-

verably loſt to the world and their friends ,

by being detained among the Caffres, the

moſt ſavage ſet of brutes on earth.

His Excellency refides at the government

houſe, in the Eaft India Company's garden,

This laft is of confiderable extent, and is

planted chiefly with vegetables for the

Dutch Indiamen which mayhappen to touch

at the port. Some of the walks are extreme-

ly pleaſant from the fhade they afford , and

the whole garden is very neatly kept. The

regular lines interſecting each other at right

angles, in which it is laid out, will, never-

theleſs, afford but little gratification to an

Engliſhman, who has been uſed to con-

template the natural ftyle which diſtin-

guiſhes the pleaſure grounds of his own

country. At the head of the center walks

ſtands a menagerie, on which, as well as the

garden, many pompous eulogiums have been

paffed
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paffed, though in my own judgment, con-

fidering the local advantages poffeffed by the

company, it is poorly furniſhed both with

animals and birds ; a tyger, a zebra, ſome

fine oftriches, a caffowary, and the lovely

crown-fowl, are among the moſt remark-

able.

The table land, which ſtands at the back

of the town, is a black dreary looking moun-

tain, apparently flat at top, and ofmore than

eleven hundred yards in height. Thegufts

ofwind which blow from it are violent to

an exceſs, and have a very unpleaſant effect,

by raiſing the duſt in ſuch clouds, as to ren-

der ſtirring out of doors next to impoffible.

Nor can any precaution prevent the inhabi-

tants from being annoyed by it, as much

within doors as without.

At length the wiſhed-for day, on which

the next effort for reaching the place of our

deſtination was to be made, appeared . The

morning was calm, but the land wind get-

ting up about noon, on the 12th of Novem-

ber

Y
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ber we weighed anchor, and foon left far

behind every ſcene of civilization and hu-

manized manners, to explore a remote and

barbarous land ; and plant in it thoſe happy

arts, which alone conftitute the pre-emi-

nence and dignity of other countries .

The live animals we took on board on the

public account from the Cape, for ſtocking

our projected colony, were, two bulls, three

cows, three horſes, forty-four fheep, and

thirty-two hogs, beſides goats, and a very

large quantity of poultry ofevery kind . A

confiderable addition to this was made by

the private ftocks of the officers, who were,

however, under a neceffity of circumfcribing

their original intentions on this head very

much, from the exceffive dearneſs of many

of the articles. It will readily be believed,

that few of the military found it convenient

to purchaſe fheep, when hay to feed them

coſts fixteen fhillings a hundred weight.

The boarding-houfes on fhore, to which

ftrangers have recourfe, are more reafon-

able
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able than might be expected. For a dol

lar and a half per day we were well lodged ,

and partook of a table tolerably ſupplied

in the French ftyle. Should a traveller's

ftock of tea run fhort, it is a thouſand

chances to one that he will be able to reple-

niſh it here at a cheaper rate than in Eng-

land . He may procure plenty of arrack

and white wine ; ' alfo raiſins , and dried fruits

of other forts . If he diflikes to live at a

boarding-houſe, he will find the markets

well ſtored, and the price of butcher's meat

and vegetables far from exceffive.

Juft before the fignal for weighing was

made, a ſhip, under American colours, en-

tered the road, bound from Boſton, from

whence ſhe hadfailed one hundred and forty

days, on a trading voyage to the Eaſt Indies.

In her route, ſhe had been lucky enough to

pick up feveral of the inferior officers and

crew ofthe Harcourt Eaft-Indiaman, which

fhip had been wrecked on one of the Cape

de Verd iſlands . The mafter, who appeared

to be a man of ſome information, on being

told
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told the deſtination ofour fleet, gave it as his

opinion, that ifa reception could be fecured,

emigrations would take place to NewSouth

Wales, not only from the old continent, but

the new one, where the ſpirit of adventure

and thirſt for novelty were exceffive .

CHAP,
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CHAP. VII.

The Paffage from the Cape of Good Hope

to Botany Bay..

November, 1787.

WEhad hardly cleared the land when

afouth-eaft wind fet in, and , except

at ſhort intervals, continued to blow until

the 19th of the month ; when we were in

the latitude of 37° 40' fouth, and by the

time-keeper, in longitude 11 ° 30' eaſt, ſo

that our diſtance from Botany Bay had in-

creaſed nearly an hundred leagues fince leav-

ingtheCape. As no appearance of a change

in our favour ſeemed likely to take place, Go-

vernor Phillip at this time fignified his inten-

tion ofſhifting his pennant from the Sirius to

the Supply, and proceeding on his voyage

without waiting for the reſt of the fleet,

which was formed in two divifions . The

first confifting of three tranfports, known

to be the beſt failors, was put under the

command of a Lieutenant of the navy ; and

G the
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the remaining three, with the victuallers ,

left in charge of Captain Hunter, of his

Majefty's fhip Sirius. In the laſt divifion

was the veffel, in which the author of this

narrative ſerved . Various caufes prevented

the feparation from taking place until the

25th, when feveral fawyers, carpenters,

blackſmiths, and other mechanics, were

fhifted from different fhips into the Supply,

in order to facilitate his Excellency's inten-

tion of forwarding the neceffary buildings

to be erected at Botony Bay, by the time

the rest of the fleet might be expected to

arrive . Lieutenant Governor Rofs, and the

Staff ofthe marine battalion, alfo removed

from the Sirius into the Scarborough tranf-

port, one of the ſhips of the firſt diviſion, in

order to afford every affiftance which the

public fervice migh receive, by their being

early on the ſpot on which our future ope-

rations were to be conducted,

From this time a fucceffion of fair winds

and pleaſant weather correſponded to our

eager defires, and on the 7th of January,

1788,
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1788, the long wiſhed for fhore of Van

Diemen gratified our fight . We made the

land at two o'clock in the afternoon, the

very hour we expected to fee it from the

Innar obſervations ofCaptain Hunter, whoſe

accuracy, as an aftronomer, and conduct as

an officer, had inſpired us with equal grati-

tude and admiration .

After fo long a confinement, on a fervice

fo peculiarly diſguſting and troubleſome, it

cannot be matter of ſurpriſe that we were

over-joyed at the near proſpect ofa change

ofſcene. By funſet we had paſſed between

the rocks, which Captain Furneaux named

the Mewſtone and Swilly . The former

bears a very cloſe reſemblance to the little

iſland near Plymouth, whence it took its

name ; its latitude is 43° 48′ fouth, longi-

tude 146° 25′ eaft of Greenwich .

In running along fhore, we caft many

an anxious eye towards the land, on which

fo much of our future deſtiny depended .

Our diſtance, joined to the hazine's ofthe

G 2 atmof
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atmoſphere, prevented us, however, from

being able to diſcover much. With our

beſt glaffes we could fee nothing but hills

ofa moderate height, cloathed with trees, to

to which ſome little patches of white fand-

ftonegavethe appearance of being covered

with fnow. Many fires were obſerved on

the hills in the evening.

As no perſon in the fhip I was on board

had been on this coaſt before, we confulted

a little chart, publiſhed by Steele of the Mi-

nories, London, and found it, in general,

very correct ; it would be more ſo, were

not the Mewſtone laid down at too great a

diſtance from the land , and one object made

of the Eddyſtone and Swilly, when, in fact,

they are diftinct. Between the two laft is

an entire bed of impaffable rocks, many of

them above water. The latitude of the

Eddyſtone is 43° 53 ' , longitude 147° 9' ;

that of Swilly 43º 54 fouth, longitude 147°

geaft of Greenwich .

In
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In the night the wefterly wind, which

has fo long befriended us, died away, and

was fucceeded by one form the north-eaſt.

When day appeared we had loft fight of the

land, and did not regain it until the 19th,

at only the diſtance of 17 leagues from our

defired port. The wind was now fair; the

fky ferene, though a little hazy, and the

temperature of the air delighfully pleaſant :

joy fparkled in every countenance, and

congratulations iffued from every mouth.

Ithaca itſelf was fcarcely more longed for

by Ulyffes, than Botany Bay by the adven-

turers who had traverfed fo many thouſand

miles to take poffeffion of it.

" Heavily in clouds came on the day"

which uſhered in our arrival. To us it was

" a great, an important day," though I

hope the foundation, not the fall, of an

empire will be dated from it.

On the morning of the 20th, by ten

o'clock, the whole ofthe fleet had caft an→

chor in Botany Bay, where, to our mutual

fatisfaction,
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fatisfaction, we found the Governor, and

the firſt divifion of tranfports. On inquiry,

we heard, that the Supply had arrived on

the 18th, and the tranfports only the pre-

ceeding day.

To

Thus, after a paffage of exactly thirty-

fix weeks from Portſmouth, we happily ef-

fected our arduous undertaking, with fuch

a train of unexampled bleffings as hardly

ever attended a fleet in a like predicament.

Of two hundred and twelve marines we loft

only one ; and offeven hundred and ſeventy-

five convicts, put on board in England, but

twenty-four perifhed in our route.

what cauſe are we to attribute this unhoped

for fuccefs ? I wish I could anſwer to the

liberal manner in which Government fup-

plied the expedition . But when the reader

is told, that fome of the neceffary articles

allowed to fhips on a common paffage to

Weſt Indies, were with-held from us ; that

portable foup, wheat, and pickled vegeta-

bles were not allowed ; and that an inade-

quate quantity of effence of malt was the

only
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only antifcorbutic fupplied, his furpriſe will

redouble at the refult of the voyage. For

it muſtberemembered , that the people thus

fent out were not a fhip's company ſtarting

with every advantage of health and good

living, which a ſtate of freedom produces ;

but the major part a miferable fet of con-

victs , emaciated from confinement, and in

want of cloaths, and almoſt every conveni-

ence to render fo long a paffage tolerable.

I beg leave, however to ſay, that the provi-

fions ſerved on board were good, and of a

much fuperior quality to thofe ufually fup-

plied by contract : they were furniſhed by

Meflrs . Richards and Thorn , of Tower-

ftreet, London.

CHAP
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CHAP. IX.

From the Fleet's Arrival at Botany Bay, ta

the Evacuation of it ; and taking Poffeffion

of Port Jackſon. Interviews with the Na-

tives ; and an Account of the Country about

Botany Bay.

January, 1788 .

E had fcarcely bid each other wel-

WE

come on our arrival, when an ex-

pedition up the Bay was undertaken by the

Governor and Lieutenant-Governor, in or¬

der to explore the nature of the country,

and fixonafpottobegin ouroperationsupon.

None, however, which could be deemed ve-

ry eligible, being diſcovered, his Excellency

proceeded in a boat to examine the opening,

to which Mr. Cook had given the name of

Port Jackfon, on an idea that a fhelter for

fhipping within it might be found . The

boat returned on the evening of the 23d,

with fuch an account of the harbour and

advantages attending the place, that it was

deter-
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determined the evacuation of Botany Bay

ſhould commence the next morning.

In confequence of this decifion, the few

feamen and marines who had been landed

from the ſquadron, were inſtantly reimbark-

ed, and every preparation made to bid adieu

to a port which had ſo long been the ſubject

of our converſation ; which but three days

before we had entered with fo many fenti-

ments of fatisfaction ; and in which, as we

had believed, fo many of our future hours

were to be paffed . The thoughts of remo-

val baniſhed ſleep, ſo that I roſe at the firſt

dawn of the morning. But judge of my

furprize on hearing from a ferjeant, who ran

down almoſt breathlefs to the cabin where

I was dreffing, that a fhip was feen off the

harbour's mouth . At first I only laugh-

ed, but knowing the man who ſpoke to me

to be of great veracity, and hearing him re-

peat his information, I flew upon deck, on

which I had barely fet my foot, when the cry

of " another fail" ftruck on my aſtoniſhed

ear. Confounded by a thouſand ideas which

arofe in my mind in an inftant, I fprang

H
upon
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uponthe barricado, and plainly defcried two

ſhips of confiderable fize, ſtanding in for

the mouth ofthe Bay. By this time the

alarm had become general, and every one

appeared loft in conjecture. Now they were

Dutchmen fent to difpoffefs us, and the mo-

ment after ſtoreſhips from England, with

fupplies for the fettlement. The improba-

bilities which attended both theſe conclu-

fions, were funk in the agitation ofthe mo-

ment. It was by Governor Phillip, that this

myſterywas at length unravelled, andthecauſe

of the alarm pronounced to be two French

ſhips, which, it was nowrecollected, wereon

a voyage of diſcovery in the fouthern hemi-

ſphere. Thus were our doubts cleared up,

and our apprehenfions banished ; it was,

however, judged expedient to poftpone our

removal to Port Jackſon, until a complete

confirmation of our conjectures could be

procured.

Had the fea breeze fet in, the ſtrange

fhips would have been at anchor in the

Bay by eight o'clock in the morning, but

the wind blowing out, they were driven by

a ſtrong
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a ftrong lee current to the fouthward ofthe

port.
On the following day they re-ap-

peared in their former fituation , and a boat

was fent to them, with a lieutenant of the

navy in her, to offer affiftance, and point

out the neceffary marks for entering the

harbour. In the courſe ofthe day the offi-

cer returned, and brought intelligence that

the ſhips were the Bouffole and Aſtrolabe,

ſent out by order of the King of France,

and under the command of Monfieur De

Perroufe. The aftoniſhment ofthe French

at feeing us, had not equalled that we had

experienced, for it appeared, that in the

courſe of their voyage they had touched at

Kamfchatka, and by that means learnt that

our expedition was in contemplation. They

dropped anchor the next morning, juſt as

we had got under weigh to work out ofthe

Bay, ſo that for the prefent nothing more

than falutations could pafs between us .

Before I quit Botany Bay, I ſhall re-

late the obfervations we were enabled

to make during our fhort ftay there ; as

well as thoſe which our ſubſequent vifits

H 2 to
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to it from Port Jackſon enabled us to com-

plete.

The Bay is very open, and greatly ex-

pofed tothefury of the S. E. winds, which,

when they blow, caufe a heavy and dange-

rous fwell. It is of prodigious extent, the

principal arm, which takes a S. W. direc-

tion, being not lefs, including its windings,

than twenty-four miles from the capes

which form the entrance, according to the

report ofthe French officers, who took un-

common pains to furvey it. At the diſtance

of a league from the harbour's mouth is a

bar, on which at low water, not more than

fifteen feet are to be found. Within this bar,

for many the S. W. arm, is amiles up

haven, equal in every refpect to any hi-

therto known, and in which any number

of fhips might auchor, fecured from all

winds . The country around far exceeds

in richneſs of foil that about Cape Banks

and Point Solander, though unfortunately

they reſemble each other in one refpect, a

fcarcity offreſh water.

We
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We found the natives tolerably nume-

rous as we advanced up the river, and even

at the harbour's mouth we had reafon to

conclude the country more populous than

Mr. Cook thought it. For on the Supply's

arrival in the Bay on the 18th ofthe month,

they were affembled on the beach of the

fouth ſhore, to the number of not less than

forty perfons, fhouting and making many.

uncouth figns and geftures. This appear-

ance whetted curiofity to its utmoſt, but as

prudence forbadea fewpeople to venture wan-

tonly among fo great a number, and a party

of only fix men was obſerved on the north

fhore, the Governor immediately proceeded

to land on that fide, in order to take poffef

fion of his new territory, and bring about

an intercourſe between its old and new maf-

The boat in which his Excellency

was, rowed up the harbour, cloſe to the

land, for ſome diſtance ; the Indians keeping

pace with her on the beach. At laft an

officer in the boat made ſigns of a want of

water, which it was judged would indi-

cate his wiſh of landing. The natives di-

rectly comprehended what he wanted, and

ters .

pointed
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pointed to a ſpot where water could be pro-

cured ; on which the boat was immediately

puſhed in, and a landing took place. As on

the event of this meeting might depend fo

much of our future tranquillity, every deli-

cacy on our fide was requifite. The In-

dians, though timorous, fhewed no figns of

reſentment at the Governor's going on ſhore ;

an interview commenced, in which the con-

duct of both parties pleaſed each other fo

much, that the ſtrangers returned to their

fhips with a much better opinion of the

natives than they had landed with; and

the latter feemed highly entertained with

their new acquaintance, from whom they

condeſcended to accept of a looking glaſs,

fome beads, and other toys.

Owing to the lateneſs of our arrival, it

was not my good fortune to go on ſhore un-

til three days after this had happened, when

I went with a party to the fouth fide ofthe

harbour, and had ſcarcely landed five mi-

nutes, when we were met by a dozen In-

dians, naked as at the moment of their

birth, walking along the beach. Eager to

come
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come to a conference, and yet afraid ofgiv-

ing offence, we advanced with caution to-

wards thein, nor would they, at firſt, ap-

proach nearer to us than the diſtance ofſome

paces . Both parties were armed ; yet an

attack feemed as unlikely on their part, as

we knew it to be on our own. I had at

this time a little boy, of not more than ſeven

years of age, in my hand. The child

ſeemed to attract their attention very much,

for they frequently pointed to him and

ſpoke to each other ; and as he was not

frightened, I advanced with him towards

them, at the fame time baring his bofoin

and fhewing the whitenefs ofthe fkin. On

the cloaths being removed they gave a loud

exclamation, and one of the party, an old

man, with a long beard, hideouſly ugly,

came cloſe to us. I bade my little charge

not to be afraid, and introduced him to the

acquaintance of this uncouth perſonage,

The Indian, with great gentleneſs, laid his

hand on the child's hat, and afterwards felt

his cloaths, muttering to himſelf all the

while. I found it neceffary, however, by

this time to ſend away the child, as fuch a

clofe
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cloſe connection rather alarmed him; and in

this, as the conclufion verified, I gave no

offence to the old gentleman. Indeed it was

but putting ourſelves on a par with them,

as I had obferved from the firſt, that fome

youths of their own, though confiderably

older than the one with us, were kept back

by the grown people. Several more now

came up, to whom we made various pre-

fents, but our toys feemed not to be regard-

ed as very valuable ; nor would they for a

long timemake any returns to them, though

before we parted, a large club, with a head

almoſt fufficient to fell an ox, was obtained

in exchange for a looking-glaſs . Theſe peo-

ple feemed at a lofs to know (probablyfrom

our want of beards ) ofwhat ſex we were,

which having underſtood, they burſt into the

moſt immoderate fits of laughter, talking to

each other at thefametime withfuchrapidity

and vociferation as I had never before heard.

After nearly an hour's converſation by figns

and geftures, they repeated ſeveral times the

word whurra, which fignifies, begone, and

walked awayfrom us to the head ofthe Bay.

The
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The natives being departed, we fet out

to obſerve the country, which, on in-

ſpection, rather diſappointed our hopes, be-

ing invariably fandy and unpromifing for

the purpoſes of cultivation, though the trees

and grafs flouriſh in greatluxuriancy. Cloſe

to us was the fpring at which Mr. Cook

watered, but we did not think the water

very excellent, nor did it run freely. Inthe

evening we returned on board, not greatly

pleaſed with the latter part of our diſcove-

ries, as it indicated an increaſe of thoſe dif-

ficulties, which before feemed fufficiently

numerous,

Between this and our departure we had

feveral more interviews with the natives,

which ended in fo friendly a manner, that

we began to entertain ſtrong hopes of bring-

ing about a connection with them. Our

firft object was to win their affections, and

our next to convince them of the fuperiority

we poffeffed ; for without the latter, the

former we knew would be of little impor-

An officer one day prevailed on one
tance.

of them to place a target, made of bark,

againſtI
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againft a tree, which he fired at with a

piftol, at the diftance of fome paces . The

Indians, though terrified at the report, did

not run away, but their aftoniſhment ex-

ceeded their alarm, on looking at the ſhield

which the ball hadperforated. As this pro-

duced a little ſhynefs, the officer, to diffi-

pate their fears and remove their jealouſy,

whiſtled the air of Malbrooke, which they

appeared highly charmed with, and imitated

him with equal pleaſure and readiness . I

cannot help remarking here, what I was af-

terwards told by Monfieur De Perroufe,

that the natives of California, and through-

out all the iſlands of the Pacific Ocean, and

in fhort wherever he had been, feemed

equally touched and delighted with this

little plaintive air.

CHAP.
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CHA P. Ix.С НА Р.

The taking Poffeffion ofPort Jackſon. With

the Disembarkation of the Marines and

Convicts:

January, 1788.

OUR paffage to Port Jackſon took up

but few hours, and thoſe were ſpent

far from unpleasantly. The evening was

bright, and the profpect before us fuch as

mightjuſtify fanguine expectation . Having

paffed between the capes which form its

entrance, we found ourſelves in a port fu-

perior, in extent and excellency, to all we

had feen before. We continued to run up

the harbour about four miles, in a wefterly

direction, enjoying the luxuriant profpect of

its ſhores, covered with trees to the water's

edge, among which many of the Indians

were frequently feen, tillwe arrived at a ſmall

fnug cove on the fouthern fide, on whofe

banksI 2



( 60 )

banks the plan ofour operations was def-

tined to commence.

The landing of a part of the marines and

convicts took place the next day, and on the

following, the remainder was difembarked.

Buſineſs now fat on every brow, and the

ſcene, to an indifferent fpectator, at leiſure

to contemplate it, would have been highly

pictureſque and amufing. In one place,

a party cutting down the woods ; a fecond,

ſetting up a blackſmith's forge ; a third,

dragging along a load offtones or provifions ;

here an officer pitching his marquee, with a

detachment of troops parading on one fide

ofhim, and a cook's fire blazing up on the

other. Through the unwearied diligence of

thoſe at the head of the different depart-

ments, regularity was, however, foon in-

troduced, and, as far as the unfettled ſtate of

matters would allow, confufion gave place

to ſyſtem .

*

Into the head of the cove, on which our

eſtabliſhment is fixed, runs a ſmall ſtream

of freſh water, which ferves to divide the

adjacent
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adjacent country to a little diſtance, in the

direction of north and ſouth . On the eaſt-

ern fide of this rivulet the Governor fixed

his place of refidence, with a large body of

convicts encamped near him ; and on the

weſtern fide was difpofed the remaining

part oftheſepeople, near the marineencamp-

ment. From this last two guards, con-

fifting oftwo fubalterns, as many ferjeants,

four corporals, two drummers, and forty-

two private men, under the orders of a

Captain of the day, to whom all reports

were made, daily mounted for the public

fecurity, with fuch directions to uſe force, in

cafe of neceffity, as left no room for thoſe

who were the object of the order, but to

remain peaceable, or perish by the bay,

onet.

As the ftraggling of the convicts was not

only a deſertion from the public labour, but

might be attended with ill confequences

to the ſettlement, in cafe of their meeting

the natives, every care was taken to prevent

it. The Provoſt Martial with his men was

ordered to patrole the country around, and

the
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the convicts informed, that the fevereſt

puniſhment would be inflicted on tranfgref-

fors. In fpite, however, of all our pre-

cautions, they foon found the road to

Botany Bay, in vifits to the French, who

would gladly have difpenfed with their

company.

But as ſeverity alone was known to be

inadequate at once to chaftize and reform ,

no opportunity was omitted to affure the

convicts, that by their good behaviour and

fubmiffive deportment, every claim to pre-

fent diftinction and future favour was to be

earned . That this caution was not attend-

ed with all the good effects which were

hoped from it, I have only to lament

that it operated in fome cafes is indif-

putable ; nor will a candid and humane

mind fail to confider and allow for the

fituation theſe unfortunate beings fo pecu-

liarly ſtood in. While they were on board

fhip, the two ſexes had been kept moft

rigorously apart ; but, when landed, their

feparation became impracticable, and would

have been, perhaps, wrong. Licentiouf

nefs
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nefs was the unavoidable confequence, and

their old habits of depravity were begins

ning to recur. What was to be attempted ?:

To prevent their intercourſe was impoffible,

and to palliate its evils only remained . Mar-

riage was recommended, and fuch advan-

tages held out to thoſe who aimed at refor-

mation, as have greatly contributed to the

tranquillity ofthe fettlement.

On the Sunday after our landing divine

fervice was performed under a great tree,

by the Rev. Mr. Johnfon, Chaplain of the

Settlement, in the prefence of the troops

and convicts, whofe behaviour on the occa-

fion was equally regular and attentive. In

the courſe of our paffage this had been re-

peated every Sunday, while the ſhips were

in port ; and in addition to it, Mr. Johnſon

had furniſhed them with books, at once

tending to promote inftruction and piety..

The Indians for a little while after our

arrival paid us frequent vifits, but in a few

days they were obſerved to be more ſhy of

our company. From what caufſe their dif

tafte
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tafte aroſe we never could trace, as we had

madeit our ſtudy, on theſe occafions, to treat

them with kindneſs, and load them with

prefents. No quarrel had happened, and

we had flattered ourſelves, from Governor

Phillip's firſt reception among them, that

ſuch a connection might be eſtabliſhed as

would tend to the intereſt of both parties..

It ſeems, that on that occafion, they not:

only received our people with great cordi-

ality, but ſo far acknowledged their autho-

rity as to ſubmit, that a boundary, during

their firſt interview, might be drawn on the

fand, which they attempted not to infringe,

and appeared to be fatisfied with.

CHAP.
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CHA P. X.

February, 1788.

The reading of the Commiffions, and taking

Poffeffion ofthe Settlement, inform. With

an Account of the Courts of Law, and

Mode ofadminiftering Public Justice in this

Country.

Ον

WINGto the multiplicity of preffing

bufinefs neceffary to be performed im-

mediately after landing, it was found impof-

fible to read the public commiffions and take

poffeffion of the colony in form, until the

7th ofFebruary. On that day all the offi-

cers ofguard took poſt in the marine batta-

lion, which was drawn up, and marched off

the parade with mufic playing, and colours

flying, to an adjoining ground, which had

been cleared for the occafion, whereon the

convicts wereaffembled to hear His Majeſty's

commiffion read, appointing his Excellency

Arthur Phillip, Efq. Governor and Captain

General in and over the territory of New

K South
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South Wales, and its dependencies ; toge-

therwiththe Actof Parliament for eſtabliſh-

ing trials by law within the fame ; and the

patents under the Great Seal of Great Bri-

tain, for holdingthe civil and criminal courts

ofjudicature, by which all cafes of life and

death, as well as matters of property, were

to be decided. When the Judge Advocate

had finiſhed reading, his Excellency ad-

dreffed himſelf to the convicts in a pointed

andjudicious ſpeech, informing them of his

future intentions, which were, invariably

to cherish and render happy thoſe who

fhewed a difpofition to amendment ; and to

let the rigour of the law take its courfe

againſt fuch as might dare to tranfgrefs the

bounds preſcribed. At the clofe three vol-

lies were fired in honour of the occafion,

and the battalion marched back to their

parade, where they were reviewed by the

Governor, who was received with all the

honours due to his rank. His Excellency

was afterwards pleaſed to thank them, in

public orders, for their behaviour from the

time of their embarkation ; and to afk the

officers to partake of a cold collation , at

which



( 67 )

which it is fcarce neceffary to obferve, that

many loyal and public toaſts were drank in

commemoration ofthe day.

In the Governor's commiffion, the extent

of this authority is defined to reach from

the latitude of 43° 49' fouth, to the latitude

of 10° 37 fouth, being the northern and

fouthern extremities of the continent of

NewHolland. It commences again at 135th

degree of longitude eaſt of Greenwich,

and, proceeding in an eaſterly direction,

includes all islands within the limits of the

aboveſpecified latitudes in thePacific Ocean,

By this partition it may be fairly preſumed,

that every fource of future litigation be-

tween the Dutch and us will be for ever cut

off, as the diſcoveries of English navigators

alone are comprized in this territory.

Nor have Government been more back-

ward in arming Mr. Phillip with plenitude

of power, than extent of dominion. No

mention is made of a Council to be ap-

pointed, fo that he is left to act entirely

from his own judgment. And as no ſtated

K 2 time
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time of affembling the Courts of Juſtice is

pointed out, fimilar to the affizes and gaol

deliveries of England, the duration of im-

priſonment is altogether in his hands. The

power of ſummoning General Courts Mar-

tial to meet he is alfo invefted with, but the

inſertion in the marine mutiny act, of a

fmaller number of officers than thirteen be-

ing able to compofe fuch a tribunal, has

been neglected : fo that a military court,

fhould detachments be made from head-

quarters, or fickneſs prevail, may not al¬

ways be found practicable to be obtained,

unleſs the number of officers, at preſent in

the Settlement, ſhall be increaſed.

"

Should the Governor fee cauſe, he is ena-

bled to grant pardons to offenders convicted,

" in all cafes whatever, treafon and wilful

"murder excepted," and even in theſe, has

suthority to ftay the execution of the law,

until the King's pleaſure ſhall be fignified.

In cafe ofthe Governor's death, the Lieu-

tenant Governor takes his place; and on his

demife, the fenior officer on the ſpot is au-

thoriſed to affume the reins of power.

Not-
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Notwithſtanding the promifes made on

one fide, and the forbearance fhewn on the

other, joined to the impending rod of juf

tice, it was with infinite regret that every

one faw, in four days after
wards , the necef

-

fity of affem
bling

a Crimi
nal

Court, whic
h

was accor
dingl

y
conve

ned
by warra

nt
from

the Gover
nor

, and confif
ted

of the Judge

Advoc
ate

, who prefid
ed

, three naval, and

three mari
ne office

rs
.

•

The

As theconſtitution ofthis court is altoge

ther new in the Britiſh annals, I hope my

reader will not think me prolix in the de-

fcription I am about to give of it.

number of members, including the Judge

Advocate, is limited, by Act of Parliament,

to ſeven, who are exprefsly ordered to be

officers, either of His Majefty's fea or land

forces . The court being met, completely

arrayed and armed as at a military tribunal,

the Judge Advocate proceeds to adminiſter

the uſual oaths takenby jurymen in England

to each member; one of whom afterwards

fwears him in a like manner. This cere-

mony being adjuſted, the crime laid to the

pri-



( jo )

priſoner's charge is read to him, and the

queſtion ofGuilty, or Not guilty, put. No

law officer on the fide of the crown being

appointed, (for I prefume the head of the

court ought hardly to confider himself in

that light, notwithſtand
ing the title he

bears) to profecute the criminal is left en-

tirely to the party, at whofe fuit he

is tried. All the witneffes are examined on

oath, and the decifion is directed to be given

according to the laws of England, " or as

"nearlyas maybe, allowing for the circum-

“ ſtances and fituation ofthe ſettlement,"by

a majority of votes, beginning with the

youngeſt member, and ending with the pre-

fident of the court. In caſes, however, of

a capital nature, no verdict can be given,

unlefs five, at leaft, of the feven members

prefent concur therein . The evidence on

both fides being finiſhed, and the prifoner's

defence heard, the court is cleared, and, on

thejudgement being fettled, is thrown open

again, and fentence pronounced. During

the time the court fits, the place in which

it is affembled is directed to be furrounded

by a guard under arms, and admiffion to

every
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every one who may chooſe to enter it,

granted. Of late, however, our coloniſts

are fuppofed to be in fuch a train of fubor-

dination, as to make the prefence of fo

large a military force unneceffary; and two

centinels, in addition to the Provoft Martial,

are confidered as fufficient.

It would be as needlefs, as impertinent, to

anticipate the reflections which will arife

in reading the above account, wherein a re→

gard to accuracy only has been confulted.

By comparing it with the mode of adminif-

tering justice in the English courts of law,

it will be found to differ in many points very

effentially. And ifwe turn our eyes to the

ufage ofmilitary tribunals, it no leſs departs

from the cuſtoms obferved in them. Let

not the novelty ofit, however, prejudice any

one fo far as to diſpute its efficacy, and the

neceffity ofthe cafe which gave it birth.

Thecourt, whofemeetingis alreadyſpoken

of, proceeded to the trial of three convicts,

one ofwhomwas convicted ofhaving ſtruck

a marine with a cooper's adze, and other-

wife
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wife behaving in a very riotous and ſcanda-

lous manner, for which he was fentenced

to receive one hundred and fifty lafhes, be-

ing a ſmaller puniſhment than a foldier in

a like cafe would have fuffered from the

judgement ofa court martial. A fecond, for

having committed a pettytheft, was fent to a

ſmall barren iſland, and kept there on bread

and water only, for a week. And the third

was fentenced to receive fifty laſhes, but was

recommended by the court tothe Governor,

and forgiven.

V

Hitherto, however, [ February] nothing

of a very atrocious nature had appeared.

But the day was at hand, on which the vio-

lation of public ſecurity could no longer be

reſtrained, by the infliction of temporary

puniſhment. A ſet of defperate and hard-

ened villains leagued themſelves for the

purpoſes of depredation, and, as it gene-

rally happens , had art enough to perfuade

ſome others, leſs deeply verſed in iniquity,

to be the inftruments for carrying it on.

Fortunately the progreſs of theſe mif-

creants was not of long duration. They

were
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were detected in ftealing a large quantity of

provifions at the time ofiffuing them . And

on being apprehended, one of the tools of

the fuperiors impeached the reft, and diſclo-

fed the ſcheme. The trial came on the

28th ofthe month, and of four who were

arraigned for the offence, three were con-

demned to die, and the fourth to receive

a very fevere corporal puniſhment. In

hopes that his lenity would not be abuſed,

his Excellency was, however, pleaſed to

order one only for execution, which took

place a little before fun-fet the fame day.

The name of the unhapy wretch was

Thomas Barret, an old and defperate offender,

who died with that hardy ſpirit, which too

often is found in the worſt and moſt aban-

doned clafs ofmen. During theexecution the

battalion of marines was under arms, and

the whole of the convicts obliged to be pre-

fent. The two affociates of the fufferer

were ordered to be kept cloſe priſoners, un-

til an eligible place to baniſh them to could

be fixed on ; as were alſo two more, who on

the following day were condemned to die

for a fimilar offence.

L Befides
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Befides the Criminal court, there is an

inferior one compofed ofthe Judge Advo-

cate, and one or more juſtices of the peace,

for the trial ofſmall miſdemeanours. This

court is likewiſe empowered to decide all

law fuits, and its verdict is final, exceptwhere

the fum in difpute amounts to more than

three hundred pounds, in which caſe an ap-

peal to England can be made from its decree.

Should neceffity warrant it, an Admiralty

court, of which Lieutenant Governor Rofs

is judge, can alfo be fummoned, for the

trial of offences committed on the high

feas.

From being unwilling to break the thread

ofmy narrative, I omitted to note in its pro-

per place the failing of the Supply, Lieut.

Ball, on the 15th of the month, for Nor-

folk Island, which the Governor had in-

ftructions from the miniftry to take poffef-

fion of. Lieut. King ofthe Sirius was fent

as fuperintendant and commandant of this

place, and carried with him a furgeon, a

midſhipman, a ſawyer, a weaver, two ma-

rines,

1
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rines, and fixteen convicts, of whom fix

were women. He was alfo fupplied with a

certain number of live animals to ſtock

the iſland, beſides garden feeds, grain, and

other requifites.

CHAP.L2
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CHA P. XI.

ADefcription of the Natives ofNewSouth

Wales, and our Tranfactions with them.

DOUBT not my readers will be as glad

I DOUBTas I feel myſelf, to conclude the dull de-

tail of the laſt chapter. Ifthey pleaſe, they

may turn from the fubtle intricacies ofthe

law, to contemplate the fimple, undiſguiſed

workings of nature, in her moſt artless co-

louring.

I have already faid, we had been but

very few days at Port Jackſon, when an

alteration in the behaviour of the natives

was perceptible ; and I wish I could add,

that a longer refidence in their neighbour-

hood had introduced a greater degree of

cordiality and intermixture between the old,

and new, lords of the foil, than at the day

onwhich this publication is dated fubfifts .

From
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From their eaſy reception of us in the be-

ginning, many were induced to call in quef-

tion the accounts which Mr. Cook had gi-

ven of this people . That celebrated naviga-

tor, we were willing to believe, had fome-

how by his conduct offended them, which

prevented the intercourſe that would other-

wife have taken place. The refult, how-

ever, of our repeated endeavours to induce

them to come among us has been fuch as to

confirm me in an opinion, that they either

fear or deſpiſe us too much, to be anxious

for a clofer connection . And I beg leave

at once, to apprize the reader, that all I can

here, or in any future part of this work, re-

late with fidelity ofthe natives of NewSouth

Wales, muft be made up of detached ob-

fervations, taken at different times, and not

from a regular feries of knowledge ofthe

cuſtoms and manners of a people, with

whom opportunities of communication are

fo fcarce, as to have been feldom obtain-

ed.

In their perfons, they are far from being

aftout, race ofmen, though nimble, ſpright-

ly,



( 78 )

ly, and vigorous. The deficiency ofone of

the fore teeth of the upper jaw, mentioned

by Dampier, we have feen in almoſt the

whole ofthe men ; but their organs offight,

fo far from being defective, as that author

mentions thofe ofthe inhabitants ofthe wef-

tern fide ofthe continent to be, are remark-

ably quick and piercing. Their colour, Mr.

Cook is inclined to think rather a deep cho-

colate, than an abfolute black, though he

confeffes, they have the appearance ofthe

latter, which he attributes to the greaſy filth

their ſkins are loaded with. Oftheir want

of cleanlineſs we have had fufficient proofs,

but I am ofopinion, all the waſhing in the

world would not render them two degrees

lefs black than an African negro. Atſome

of our first interviews, we had feveral droll

inftances of their miſtaking the Africans we

broughtwith us for their own countrymen .

Notwithstanding the difregard they have

invariably ſhewn for all the finery we could

deck them with, they are fond of adorning

themſelves with ſcars, which increaſe their

natural hideoufnefs . It is hardly poffible to

fee
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fee any thing in human ſhape more ugly,

than one of theſe favages thus ſcarified,

and farther ornamented with a fish bone

ftruck through the griftle ofthe noſe . The

cuſtom of daubing themſelves with white

earth is alfo frequent among both fexes :

but, unlike the inhabitants ofthe iſlands in

the Pacific Ocean, they reject the beautiful

feathers which the birds of their country

afford .

Exclufive oftheir weapons ofoffence, and

a few ſtone hatchets very rudely faſhioned,

their ingenuity is confined to manufacturing

ſmall nets, in which they put the fiſh they

catch, and to fiſh-hooks made of bone, nei-

ther ofwhich are unfkilfully executed. On

many ofthe rocks are alfo to be found deli-

neations of the figures of men and birds,

very poorly cut.

Of the ufe or benefit of cloathing, theſe

people appear to have no comprehenfion,

though their fufferings fromthe climatethey

live in, ftrongly point out the neceffity ofa

covering from the rigour of the ſeaſons .

Both
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Both fexes, and thoſe of all ages, are in-

variably found naked . But it muſt not

be inferred from this, that cuſtom ſo

inures them to the changes of the ele-

ments, as to make them bear with indif

ference the extremes ofheat and cold ; for

we have had visible and repeated proofs, that

the latter affects them feverely, when they

are feen ſhivering, and huddling themſelves

up in heaps in their huts, or the caverns of

the rocks, until a fire can be kindled.

Than theſe huts nothing more rude in

conftruction, or deficient in conveniency,

can be imagined . They confift only of

pieces of bark laid together in the form of

an oven, open at one end, and very low,

though long enough for a man to lie at full

length in. There is reafon, however, to be-

lieve, that they depend lefs on them for

fhelter, than on the caverns with which the

rocks abound.

To cultivation of the ground they are ut→

ter ſtrangers, and whollydepend for food on

the few fruits they gather ; the roots they

dig
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dig up in the fwamps ; and the fifh they

pick up along fhore, or contrive to ftrike

from their canoes with fpears. Fiſhing, in-

deed, feems to engroſs nearly the whole of

their time, probably from its forming the

chief part of a fubfiftence, which, obferva

tion has convinced us, nothing ſhort of the

moſt painful labour, and unwearied affi-

duity can procure. When fish are ſcarce,

which frequently happens, they often watch

the moment of our hauling the feine,

and have more than once been known to

plunder its contents, in fpite of the oppo-

fition of thofe on the fpot to guard it : and

this even after having received a part of what

had been caught. The only reſource at

theſe times is to fhew a mufquet, and if the

bare fight is notfufficient, to fire it over their

heads, which has feldom failed of difperfing

them hitherto, but how long the terror

which it excites may continue is doubtful.

The canoes in which they fifh are as

defpicable as their huts, being nothing more

than a large piece of bark tied up at both

ends with vines. Their dexterous manage-

M ment
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ment of them, added to the fwiftnefs with

which they paddle, and the boldneſs that

leads them ſeveral miles in the open fea,

are, nevertheleſs , highly deferving of ad-

miration. A canoe is feldom feen without

a fire in it, to drefs the fiſh by, as foon

as caught fire they procure by attrition.

From their manner of difpofing of thoſe

who die, which will be mentioned hereafter,

as well as from every other obfervation,

there feems no reaſon to ſuppoſe theſe peo-

ple cannibals ; nor do they ever eat animal

fubſtances in a raw ftate, unleſs preffed by

extreme hunger, but indifcriminately broil

them, and their vegetables, on a fire, which

renders theſe laſt an innocent food, though

in their raw ftate many of them are of a

poiſonous quality as a poor convict who

unguardedly eat of them experienced, by

falling a facrifice in twenty-four hours af-

terwards. If bread be given to the Indians,

they chew and fpit it out again, feldom

choofing to fwallow it. Salt beef and pork

they like rather better, but fpirits theynever

could be brought to taſte a fecond time.

:

I The



( 83 )

The only domeftic animal they have is

the dog, which in their language is called .

Dingo, and a good deal reſembles the fox

dog of England. Theſe animals are equally

fhyofus, and attached to the natives. Oneof

them is nowinthe poffeffion oftheGovernor,

and tolerably well reconciled to his new maf-

ter. As the Indians fee the diflike of the dogs

to us, they are ſometimes mifchievousenough

to fet them on fingle perfons whom they

chance to meet in the woods. Afurly fellow

was one day out fhooting, when the natives

attempted to divert themſelves in this manner

at his expence. The man bore the teazing

and gnawing ofthe dog at his heels for fome

time, but apprehending at length, that his

patience might embolden them to uſe ftill

farther liberties, he turned round and fhot

poor Dingo dead on the ſpot : the owners

of him fet off with the utmoft expedition.

There is no part of the behaviour of

thefe people, that has puzzled us more,

than that which relates to their women.

Comparatively fpeaking we have ſeen but

few of them, and thoſe have been fome

M 24

•

times
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times kept back with every ſymptom of jea-

lous fenfibility ; and fometimes offered with

every appearance of courteous familiarity

Cautious, however, of alarming the feelings

of the men on ſo tender a point, we have

conftantly made a rule oftreating the females

with that diſtance and referve, which we

judged moft likely to remove any impreffion

they might have received of our intending

ought, which could give offence on fo de

licate a fubject. And fo fuccefsful have our

endeavours been, that a quarrel on this head

has in no inftance, that I know of, happen-

ed. The tone of voice of the women,

which is pleaſingly foft and feminine, forms

a ftriking contrast to the rough guttural pro-

nunciation of the men. Of the other charms

of the ladies I fhall be filent, though justice

obliges me to mention, that, in the opinion

of fome amongst us, they fhewa degree of

timidity and baſhfulneſs, which are, perhaps,

infeparable from the female character in its

rudeft ſtate. It is not a little fingular, that

the cuſtom of cutting off the two lower

joints of the little finger of the left hand,

obferved in the Society Iflands, is found

here
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here among the women
, who have for the

moft part undergone
this amputation

. Hi-

therto we have not been able to trace out

the cauſe of this ufage. At firſt we fup-

pofed it to be peculiar
to the married

women
,

or thoſe who had borne children
; but this

conclufion
must have been erroneous

, as we

have no right to believe
that celibacy

prevails

in any inftance
, and fome of the oldeſt of

the women
are without

this diftinction
;

and girls of a very tender age are marked

byit.

On first fetting foot in the country,

we were inclined to hold the fpears of the

natives very cheap. Fatal experience has,

however, convinced us, that the woundin-

flicted by this weapon is not a trivial one ;

and thatthe fkill of the Indians in throwing

it, is far from defpicable. Befides more than

a dozen convicts who have unaccountably

diſappeared, we know that two, who were

employed as rush cutters up the harbour,

were (from what cauſewe are yet ignorant)

moſt dreadfully mangled and butchered by

the natives. A fpear had paffed entirely

through
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Their

through the thickeſt part of the body of one.

of them, though a very robuft man, and

the ſkull of the other was beaten in.

tools were taken away, but fome provifions

which they had with them at the time ofthe

murder, and their cloaths, were left un-

touched. In addition to this misfortune,

two more convicts, who were peaceably en-

gaged in picking of greens, on a fpot very

remote from that where their comrades fuf-

fered, were unawares attacked by a party of

Indians, and before they could effect their

eſcape, one of them was pierced by a ſpear

in the hip, after which they knocked him

down, and plundered his cloaths . The

poor wretch, though dreadfully wounded,

made ſhift to crawl off, but his compa-

nion was carried away by theſe barbarians,

and his fate doubtful, until a foldier, a few

days afterwards, picked up his jacket and

hat in a native's hut, the latter pierced

through by a fpear. We have found that

thefe fpears are not made invariably alike,

fome of them being barbed like a fiſh gig,

and others fimply pointed. In repairing

them they are no lefs dexterous than in

"

throw-
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throwing them. Abroken one being given

by a gentleman to an Indian, he inſtantly

fnatched upan oyster-fhell, and converted it

with his teeth into a tool, with which he

preſently faſhioned the fpear, and rendered

it fit for ufe in performing this operation,

the fole of his foot ferved him as a work-

board. Nor are their weapons of offence

confined to the fpear only, for they have

befides long wooden fwords, fhaped like a

fabre, capable of inflicting a mortal wound,

and clubs of an immenfe fize. Small tar-

gets, made of the bark of trees , are like-

wife now and then to be feen among them .

From circumftances which have been ob-

ferved, we have fometimes been inclined to

believe theſe people at war with each other.

They have more than once been ſeen affem-

bled, as ifbent on an expedition. An offi-

cer one day met fourteen of them marching

along in a regular Indian file through the

woods, each man armed with a ſpear in his

right hand, and a large ſtone in his left : at

their head appeared a chief, who was diſtin-

guifhed by being painted. Though in the

pro-



( 88 )

proportion offive to one of our people they

paffed peaceably on.

That their ſkill in throwing the fpear

fometimes enables them to kill the kangaroo

we have no right to doubt, as a long ſplin-

ter of this weapon was taken out of the

thigh of one of theſe animals, over which

the fleſh had completely clofed ; but we

have never diſcovered that they have any

method of enfiaring them, or that they

know any other beafts but the kangaroo

and dog. Whatever animal is fhewn them,

a dog excepted, they call kangaroo : a ftrong

preſumption that the wild animals of the

country are very few.

Soon after our arrival at Port Jackſon, I

was walking out near a place where I ob-

ferved a party of Indians, bufily employed

in looking at fome fheep in an inclofure,

and repeatedly crying out, Kangaroo, kan-

garoo ! As this feemed to afford them plea-

fure, I was willing to increaſe it by point-

ing out the horfes and cows, which were

at no great diſtance. But unluckily, at the

moment,
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moment, fome female convicts , employed

hear the place, made their appearance, and

all my endeavours to divert their attention

from the ladies became fruitless. They at-

tempted not, however, to offer them the

leaft degree of violence or injury, but ſtood

at the diftance of feveral paces, expreffing

very fignificantly the manner they were at-

tracted.

It would be trefpaffing on the reader's in-

dulgence were I to impofe on him an ac-

count of any civil regulations , or ordi-

nances, which may poffibly exiſt among

this people. I declare to him, that I know

nót of any, and that excepting a little tribu-

tary refpect which the younger part appear

to pay thofe more advanced in years, I never

could obferve any degrees of fubordination

among them. To their religious rites and

opinions I am equally a ſtranger. Had an

opportunity offered of feeing the ceremonies

obferved at difpofing of the dead, perhaps,

fome infight might have been gained ; but

all that we at prefent know with certainty

is, that they burn the corpfe, and afterwards

N heap
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heap up the earth around it, fomewhat in

the manner of the fmall tumuli, found in

many counties of England.

I have already hinted, that the country is

more populous than it was generally believed

to be in Europe at the time of our failing.

But this remark is not meant to be extended

to the interior parts of the continent, which

there is every reaſon to conclude from our

reſearches, as well as from the manner of

living practiſed by the natives, to be unin-

habited. It appears as if fome ofthe Indian

families confine their fociety and connec-

tions within their own pale : but that this

cannot always be the caſe we know ; for on

the north-weft arm of Botany Bay ftands a

village, which contains more than a dozen

houſes, and perhaps five times that number

of people ; being the moſt conſiderable eſta-

bliſhment that we are acquainted with in

the country. As a ſtriking proof, beſides,

of the numeroufnefs of the natives, I beg

leave to ftate, that Governor Phillip, when

on an excurfion between the head of this

harbour and that of Botany Bay, once fell

I in
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in with a party, which confifted of more

than three hundred perfons, two hundred

and twelve of whom were men : this hap-

pened only on the day following the murder

ofthe two convict rush cutters, before no-

ticed, and his Excellency was at the very

time in fearch ofthe murderers, on whom,

could they have been found, he intended to

inflict a memorable and exemplary puniſh-

ment. The meeting was unexpected to both

parties, and confidering the critical fituation

of affairs, perhaps not very pleaſing to our

fide, which confifted but of twelve perfons,

until the peaceable difpofition of the Indians

was manifeft. After the ftricteſt ſearch the

Governor was obliged to return without

having gained any information. The lauda-

ble perfeverance of his Excellency to throw

every light on this unhappy and myſterious

buſineſs did not, however, ftop here, for

he inftituted the moſt rigorous inquiry to

find out, if poffible, whether the convicts

had at any time ill treated or killed any

of the natives ; and farther, iffued a pro-

clamation, offering the moſt tempting of all

rewards, a ftate of freedom, to him who

fhouldN 2
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1

fhould point out the murderer, in cafe fuch

án one exiſted.

I have thus impartially stated the fitu-

ation of matters, as they ftand, while I

write, between the natives and us ; that

greater progrefs in attaching them to us

has not been made, I have only to re-

gret ; but that all ranks of men have tried

to effect it, by every reafonable effort from

which fuccefs might have been expected, I

can testify ; nor can I omit faying, that in

the higher ſtations this has been eminently

confpicuous, The public orders of Gover-

nor Phillip have invariably tended to pro-

mote fuch a behaviour on our fide, as was

moſt likely to produce this much wiſhed-for

event. To what caufe then are we to at

tribute the diſtance which the accompliſh-

ment of it appears at ? I anfwer, to the

fickle, jealous, wavering difpofition of the

people we have to deal with, who, like all

other favages, are either too indolent, too in-

different, or too fearful toform an attachment

on eafy terms, with thoſe who differ in ha-

bits and manners fo widely from themſelves.

Before I cloſe the fubject , I cannot, how-

ever,
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ever, omit to relate the following ludicrous

adventure, which poffibly may be of greater

ufe in effecting what we have fo much at

heart, than all our endeavours,

Some young gentlemen belonging to the

Sirius one day met a native, an old man, in

the woods ; he had a beard of confiderable

length, which his new acquaintance gave

him to underſtand, by fignals, they would

rid him of, if he pleaſed ; ftroaking their

chins, and fhewing him the fmoothneſs of

them at the ſame time ; at length the old

Indian confented, and one of the young-

ſters taking a penknife from his pocket, and

making ufe of the beſt ſubſtitute for lather

he could find, performed the operation with

great fuccefs, and, as it proved, much to

the liking ofthe old man, who in a few days

after repoſed a confidence in us, of which

we had hitherto known no example, by pad-

dling along-fide the Sirius in his canoe, and

pointing to his beard. Various arts were

ineffectually tried to induce him to enter

the fhip ; but as he continued to decline

the invitation, a barber was fent down into

the
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the boat along-fide the canoe, from whence,

leaning over the gunnel, he complied with

the wifh of the old beau, to his infinite

fatisfaction. In addition to the confequen

ces which our fanguine hopes led us to

expect from this dawning of cordiality, it

affords proof, that the beard is confidered by

this people more as an incumbrance than

mark of dignity.

a

CHAP
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CHA P. XII.

The Departure of the French from Botany

Bay ; and the Return of the Supply from

Norfolk Iſland ; with a Discovery made

by Lieutenant Ball on his Paſſage to it.

March 1788.

ABOUT the middle of the month our

good friends the French departed froin

Botany Bay, in profecution of their voyage.

During their ſtay in that port, the officers

of the two nations had frequent opportuni-

ties of teſtifying their mutual regard by vi-

fits, and every interchange of friendſhip and

eſteem. Theſe ſhips failed from France, by

order of the King, on the 1st of Auguſt,

1785, under the command of Monfieur De

Perroufe, an officer whofe eminent qualifi-

cations, we had reaſon to think , entitle him

to fill the higheſt ſtations. In England, par-

ticularly, he ought long to be remembered

with admiration and gratitude, for the hu-

manity which marked his conduct, when

ordered
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ordered to deſtroy our fettlement at Hud-

fon's Bay, in the laft war. His fecond in

command was the Chevalier Clonard, an

officer alſo of diſtinguiſhed merit.

In the courſe of the voyage theſe ſhips had

been fo unfortunate as to loſe a boat, with

many men and officers in her, offthe weft

of California ; and afterwards met with an

accident ftill more to be regretted, at an

ifland in the Pacific Ocean, diſcovered by

Monfieur Bougainville, in the latitude of

14° 19' fouth, longitude 173° 3′ 20″ eaft

of Paris. Here they had the misfortune to

have no lefs than thirteen of their crews,

among whom was the officer at that time

fecond in command, cut off by the natives,

and many more defperately wounded. To

what caufe this cruel event was to be attri-

buted, they knew not, as they were about

to quit the ifland after having lived with the

Indians in the greateſt harmony for feveral

weeks ; and exchanged, during the time,

their European commodities for the produce

of the place, which they deſcribe as filled

with a race of people remarkable for beauty

1

and
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and comeliness ; and abounding in refreſh-

ments of all kinds,

It was no leſs gratifying to an Engliſh ear,

than honourable to Monfieur De Perrouſe,

to witness the feeling manner in which he

always mentioned the name and talents of

Captain Cook. That illuftrious circumna-

vigator had, he ſaid, left nothing to thoſe

who might follow in his track to deſcribe,

or fill up. As I found, in the courſe of

converfation, that the French fhips had

touched at the Sandwich Islands, I aſked

M. De Perrouſe what reception he had

met with there. His anſwer deſerves to be

known : " Duringthe whole of our voyage

" in the South Seas, the people of the Sand-

" wich Iſlands were the only Indians who

་

never gave us cauſe of complaint, They

“ furniſhed us liberally with proviſions, and

" adminiſtered cheerfully to all our wants.”

It may not be improper to remark, that

Owhyee was not one of the iflands vifited

by this gentleman.

In
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In the ſhort ſtay made by theſe fhips at

Botany Bay, an Abbé, one of the naturalifts

on board, died, and was buried on the north

fhore. The French had hardly departed,

when the natives pulled down a ſmall

board, which had been placed over the ſpot

where the corpfe was interred, and defa-

ced every thing around. On being infor-

med of it , the Governor fent a party over

with orders to affix a plate of copper on a

tree near the place , with the following in-

fcription on it, which is a copy of what was

´written on the board :

"

Hic jacet L. RECEVEUR,

E. F. F. minnibus Galliæ, Sacerdos, Phy-

ficus, in circumnavigatione mundi, Duce

De La Perroufe.

Obiit die 17° Februarii, anno 1788.

This mark of reſpectful attention was

more particularly due, from M. De Perrouſe

having, when at Kamfchatka, paid a fimi-

lar tribute of gratitude to the memory of

Captain
2
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Captain Clarke, whoſe tomb was found in

nearly as ruinous a ftate as that of the Abbé.

Like ourſelves, the French found it ne-

ceffary, more than once, to chaſtiſe a ſpirit

of rapine and intrufion which prevailed a-

mong the Indians around the Bay. The me-

nace of pointing a mufquet to them was

frequently ufed ; and in one or two inftances

it was fired off, though without being at-

tended with fatal confequences. Indeed the

French commandant, both from a regard to

the orders of his Court as well as to our

quiet and fecurity, fhewed a moderation and

forbearance on this head highly becoming.

On the 20th of March, the Supply ar-

rived from Norfolk Island, after having

fafely landed Lieutenant King and his little

garrifon. The pine-trees growing there are

defcribed to be of a growth and height fupe-

rior, perhaps, to any in the world. But the

difficulty of bringing them away will not

be eafily furmounted, from the badneſs and

danger of the landing place. After the moſt

exact fearch, not a fingle plant of the New

Zea-02
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Zealand flax could be found, though we had

been taught to believe it abounded there.

Lieutenant Ball, in returning to Port

Jackfon, touched at a ſmall iſland in lati-

tude 31° 36′ ſouth, longitude 159° 4′ eaſt

of Greenwich, which he had been fortu-

nate enough to diſcover on his paffage to

Norfolk, and to which he gave the name'

of Lord Howe's lfland. It is entirely with-

out inhabitants, or any traces of any having

ever been there. But it happily abounds in

what will be infinitely more important to

the fettlers on New South Wales : green

turtle of the fineſt kind frequent it in the

fummer ſeaſon. Of this Mr. Ball gave us

fome very handfome and acceptable fpeci-

mens on his return. Befides turtle, the

iſland is well stocked with birds, many of

them fo tame as to be knocked down by the

feamen with ſticks. At the diftance of four

leagues from Lord Howe's Ifland, and in

latitude 31° 30' fouth, longitude 159° 8′ eaſt

ftands a remarkable rock, of confiderable

height, to whichMr. Ball gave the name of

Ball's Pyramid, from the ſhape it bears.

While
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While the Supply was abfent, Governor

Phillip made an excurfion to Broken Bay,

a few leagues to the northward of Port

Jackſon, in order to explore it. As a har

bour it almoſt equals the latter, but the ad

jacent country was found fo rocky and bare,

as to preclude all poffibility of turning it to

account. Some rivulets of freſh water fall

into the head of the Bay, forming a very

picturefque fcene. The Indians who live on

its banks are numerous, and behaved atten-

tively in a variety of inftances while our

people remained among
them ,

CHAP.
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1

СНАР. ХІІІ.

Tranfactions at Port Jackſon, in the Months of

April and May..

AS

93 April 1788.

S winter was faft approaching, it be-

came neceffary to fecure ourfelves in

quarters, which might fhield us from the

cold we were taught to expect in this he-

mifphere, though in fo low a latitude. The

erection of barracks for the foldiers was

projected, and the private men of each

company undertook to build for themſelves

two wooden houſes, of fixty-eight feet in

length, and twenty-three in breadth. To

forward the defign , feveral faw-pits were im-

mediately fet to work, and four ſhip carpen-

ters attached to the battalion , for the purpoſe

of directing and completing this neceffary

undertaking. In profecuting it, however,

fo many difficulties occurred, that we were

feign to circumfcribe our original intentions ;

and, inftead of eight houfes, content our-

felves
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felves with four. And even thefe, from the

badneſs of the timber, the ſcarcity of arti

ficers, and other impediments, are at the day

on which I write, fo little advanced, that it

will be well, if at the clofe of the year 1788 ,

we ſhall be eſtabliſhed in them. Inthemean

while the married people, by proceeding on

amore contractedfcale, werefoon under com-

fortable fhelter. Nor were the convicts for-

gotten ; and as leiſure was frequently afforded

them for the purpofe, little edifices quickly

multiplied on the ground allotted them to

build upon
.

But as thefe habitations were intended by

Governor Phillip to anſwer only the exigen-

cy ofthe moment, the plan ofthe town was

drawn, and the ground on which it is here-

after to ftand furveyed, and marked out.

To proceed on a narrow, confined ſcale, in

a country of the extenſive limits we poffefs,

would be unpardonable : extent of empire de-

mands grandeurof defign. That this has been

ourview will be readily believed, when I tell

the reader, that the principal ſtreet in our

projected city will be, when completed,

agreeable
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agreeable to the plan laid down, two hundred

feet in breadth, and all the reſt of a corre

fponding proportion. How far this will

be accompanied with adequate diſpatch, is

another queſtion, as the incredulous among

us are fometimes hardy enough to declare,

that ten times our ſtrength would not be

able to finiſh it inas many years.

Invariably intent on exploring a coun-

try, from which curiofity promiſes fo

many gratifications, his Excellency about

this time undertook an expedition into the

interior parts of the continent. His party

confifted of eleven perfons, who, after being

conveyed by water to the head of the har

bour, proceeded in a wefterly direction, to

reach a chain of mountains, which in clear

weather are diſcernible, though at an im-

menſe diſtance, from fome heights near our

encampment. With unwearied industry

they continued to penetrate the country for

four days ; but at the end of that time, find-

ing the baſe ofthe mountain to be yet at the

diſtance of more than tweny miles, and

provifions growing fcarce, it was judged

prudent
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prudent to return, without having accom-

pliſhed the end for which the expedition had

been undertaken. To reward their toils,

our adventurers had, however, the pleaſure

of diſcovering and traverfing an extenſive

tract of ground, which they had reaſon to

believe, from the obfervations they were

enabled to make, capable of producingevery

thing, which a happy foil and genial climate

can bring forth. In addition to this flatter-

ing appearance, the face of the country is

fuch, as to promife fuccefs whenever it ſhall

be cultivated, the trees being at a confider-

able diſtance from each other, and the in-

termediate ſpace filled, not with underwood,

but a thick rich grafs, growing in the utmoſt

luxuriancy. I muſt not, however, conceal,

that in this long march, our gentlemen.

found not a ſingle rivulet, but were under

a neceffity of ſupplying themſelves with

water from ſtanding pools, which they met

with in the vallies, fuppofed to be formed

by the rains that fall at particular ſeaſons

of the year. Nor had they the good for-

tune to fee any quadrupeds worth notice,

except a few kangaroos. To their great fur-

Р prize,
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prize, they obferved indiſputable tracks of

the natives having been lately there, though

in their whole route none of them were to

be feen ; nor any means to be traced, by

which they could procure fubfiftence ſo far

from the fea fhore.

On the 6th of May the Supply failed for

Lord Howe Iſland, to take on board turtle

for the fettlement ; but after waiting there

feveral days was obliged to return without

having feen one, owing we apprehended to

the advanced feaſon of the year. Three of

the tranſports alſo, which were engaged by

the Eaſt India Company to proceed to Chi-

na, to take on board a lading of tea, ſailed

about this time for Canton.

The unſucceſsful return of the Supply

caſt a general damp on our fpirits, for by this

time freſh provifions were become ſcarcer

than in a blockaded town. The little live

ſtock, which with fo heavy an expence,

and through fo many difficulties , we had

brought on fhore, prudence forbade us to

ufe ; and fish, which on our arrival, and

2 for
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for a fhort time after had been tolerable plen-

ty, were become ſo ſcarce, as to be rarely

feen at the tables of the first among us.

Had it not been for a ftray kangaroo, which

fortune now and then threw in our way,

we ſhould have been utter ftrangers to the

tafte of freſh food.

Thus fituated, the fcurvy began its uſual

ravages, and extended its baneful influence,

more or less , through all deſcriptions of per-

fons. Unfortunately the efculent vegetable

productions ofthe country are neither plen-

tiful , nor tend very effectually to remove

this diſeaſe. And the ground we had turned

up and planted with garden feeds, either

from the nature of the foil, or, which is

more probable, the latenefs of the ſeaſon,

yielded but a ſcanty and infufficient fupply

ofwhat we food fo greatly in need of,

During the period I am defcribing, few

enormous offences were perpetrated by the

convicts. A petty theft was now and then

heard of, and a ſpirit of refractory fullenneſs

broke out at times in fome individuals one

P 2 execu



( 108 )

execution only, however, took place. The

fufferer, who was a very young man, was

convicted of a burglary, and met his fate

with a hardineſs and infenfibility, which the

groffeſt ignorance, and moſt deplorable want

of feeling, alone could ſupply.

CHAP.
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CHAP. XIV.

From the Beginning of June, to the Depar

ture ofthe Shipsfor Europe.

HOUR
SOURS of feſtivity, which under hap-

pier ſkies paſs away unregarde
d, and

are foon configned to oblivion, acquire in

this forlorn and diftant circle a fuperior de-

gree of acceptable importan
ce.

On the anniverſary of the King's birth-

day all the officers not on duty, both ofthe

garriſon and his Majeſty's fhips, dined with

the Governor. On fo joyful an occaſion,

the first too ever celebrated in our new fet-

tlement, it were needleſs to ſay, that loyal

conviviality dictated every fentiment, and

infpired every gueſt. Among other public

toafts drank, was, profperity to Sydney

Cove, in Cumberland county, now named

fo by authority. At day-light in the morn-

ing the fhips of war had fired twenty-one

guns each, which was repeated at noon,

and
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and anſwered by three vollies from the bat-

talion of marines.

Nor were the officers alone partakers of

the general relaxation . The four unhappy

wretches labouring under fentence of ba--

niſhment were freed from their fetters, to

rejoin their former fociety ; and three days

given as holidays to every convict in the

colony. Hofpitality too, which ever ac-

quires a double relish by being extended, was

not forgotten on the 4th of June, when each

prifoner, male and female, received an al-

Jowance of grog ; and every non-commif-

fioned officer and private foldier had the ho-

nor of drinking profperity to his royal maſ-

ter, in a pint of porter, ſerved out at the flag

ſtaff, in addition to the cuſtomary allowance

of fpirits. Bonfires concluded the evening,

and I am happy to fay, that excepting a

fingle inftance which fhall be taken notice

of hereafter, no bad confequence, or unplea-

fant remembrance, flowed from an indul-

gence fo amply beſtowed.

About
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About this time [June] an accident hap

pened, which I record with much regret.

The whole of our black cattle, confifting of

five cows and a bull, either from not being

properly fecured, or from the negligence of

thofe appointed to take care of them, ſtrayed

into the woods, and in ſpite of all the fearch

wehave been ableto make, are not yet found.

As a convict ofthename ofCorbet, who was

accuſed of a theft, eloped nearly at the fame

time, it was at firft believed, that he had

taken the deſperate meaſure of driving off

the cattle, in order to fubfift on them as

long as poffible ; or perhaps to deliver them

to the natives. In this uncertainty, parties

to fearch were fent out in different direc

tions ; and the fugitive declared an outlaw,

in caſe of not returning by a fixed day. Af-

ter much anxiety and fatigue, thoſe who

had undertaken the taſk returned without

finding the cattle. But on the 21ft of the

month, Corbet made his appearance near a

farm belonging to the Governor, and en-

treated a convict, who happened to be on

the ſpot, to give him fome food, as he was

perifhing for hunger. The manapplied to,

under

1
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under pretence of fetching what he aſked

for, went away and immediately gave the

neceffary information, in confequence of

which a party under arms was ſent out and

apprehended him. When the poor wretch

was brought in, he was greatly emaciated

and almoſt famifhed . But on proper refto-

ratives being adminiſtered, he was fo far re-

covered by the 24th, as to be able to ſtand

his trial, when he pleaded Guilty to the rob-

bery with which he ſtood charged, and re-

ceived fentence of death. In the courfe of

repeated examinations it plainly appeared, he

was an utter ftranger to the place where the

cattle might be, and was in no ſhape con-

cerned in having driven them off.

Samuel Peyton, convict, for having on

the evening of the King's birth-day broke

open an officer's marquee, with an intent to

commit robbery, of which he was fully

convicted, had fentence of death paſſed on

him at the fame time as Corbet ; and on

the following day they were both executed,

confeffing the juftnefs of their fate, and im-

ploring the forgiveneſs of thoſe whom they

had
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had injured. Peyton, at the time of his

fuffering, was but twenty years ofage, the

greatest part of which had been invariably

paffed in the commiffion of crimes, that at

length terminated in his ignominious end.

The following letter, written by a fellow

convict to the ſufferer's unhappy mother, I

ſhall make no apology for prefenting to the

reader ; it affords a melancholy proof, that

not the ignorant and untaught only have

provoked the juſtice of their country to ba-

niſh them to this remote region.

66 Sydney Cove, Port Jackſon,

New South Wales, 24th June, 1788.

" My dear and honoured mother !

" WITH a heart oppreffed by the keeneſt

fenfe of anguiſh, and too much agitated by

the idea of my very melancholy condition,

to expreſs my own fentiments, I have pre-

vailed on the goodneſs of a commiferating

friend, to do me the laſt fad office of ac-

quainting you with the dreadful fate that

awaits me.

е
" My
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.

your

" My dear mother ! with what agony of

foul do I dedicate the few laſt moments of

my life, to bid you an eternal adieu : my

doom being irrevocably fixed, and ere this

hour to-morrow I fhall have quitted this

vale of wretchedneſs, to enter into an un-

known and endleſs eternity. I will not dif

trefs tender maternal feelings by any

long comment on the cauſe of my prefent

misfortune. Let it therefore fuffice to ſay,

that impelled by that ſtrong propenſity to

evil, which neither the virtuous precepts

nor example of the beſt of parents could

eradicate, I have at length fallen an un-

happy, though juft, victim to my own fol-

lies.

" Too late I regret my inattention to

your admonitions, and feel myſelf fenfibly

affected by the remembrance of the many

anxious moments you have paffed on my

account. For theſe, and all my other tranf-

greffions, however great, I fupplicate the

Divine forgiveneſs ; and encouraged by the

promiſes ofthat Saviour who died for us all,

I truſt to receive that mercy in the world to

come,
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some, which my offences have deprived me

ofall hope, or expectation of, in this. The

affliction which this will coft you, I hope

the Almighty will enable you to bear. Ba-

niſh from your memory all my former in-

difcretions, and let the cheering hope of a

happy meeting hereafter, confole you for

my lofs. Sincerely penitent for my fins ;

fenfible ofthe juſtice of my conviction and

fentence, and firmly relying on the merits

ofa Bleffed Redeemer, I am at perfect peace

with all mankind, and truft I ſhall yet expe-

rience that peace, which this world cannot

give. Commend my foul to the Divine

mercy. I bid you an eternal farewell.

Your unhappy dying Son,

To Mrs. Peyton,

London,"

SAMUEL PEYTON."

After this nothing occurred with which I

think it neceffary to trouble the reader. The

contents ofthe following chapters could not,

I conceive, be fo properly interwoven in the

body ofthe work ; I have, therefore, affigned

Q3
them
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them a place by themſelves, with a view that

the conclufions adopted inthem maybe more

ftrongly enforced on the minds of thoſe, to

whom they are more particularly addreffed,

CHAP.
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С НА Р. XV.

The Face ofthe Country ; its Productions,

Climate, &c.

то
Tothe geographical knowledge of this

country, fupplied by Captain Cook,

and Captain Furneaux, we are able to

add nothing. The latter explored the

coaft from Van Dieman's land to the lati-

tude of 39° fouth ; and Cook from Point

Hicks, which lies in 37° 58', to Endeavour

Streights. The intermediate ſpace between

the end of Furneaux's diſcovery and Point

Hicks, is, therefore, the only part of the

ſouth-eaſt coaſt unknown, and it ſo happen-

ed on our paffage thither, owing to the

weather, which forebade any part of the

ſhips engaging with the ſhore, that we are

unable to pronounce whether, or not, a

ſtraight interfects the continent hereabouts :

though I beg leave to fay, that I have been

informed by a naval friend, that when the

I
fleet
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Heet was off this part of the coaft, a ſtrong

fet-off fhore was plainly felt.

At the diſtance of 60 miles inland, a pro-

digious chain of lofty mountains runs nearly

in a north and fouth direction, further than

the eye can trace them. Should nothing

intervene to prevent it, the Governor in-

tends, fhortly, to explore their ſummits ;

and, I think there can be little doubt, that

his curiofity will not go unrewarded. If

large rivers do exift in the country, which

fome of us are almoft fceptical enough to

doubt, their fources muſt arife amidſt theſe

hills ; and the direction they run in, for a

confiderable diftance, must be either duc

north, or due fouth. For it is ſtrikingly

fingular that three fuch noble harbours as

BotanyBay, Port Jackſon, and Broken Bay,

alike end in fhallows and fwamps, filled

with mangroves,

The general face of the country is cer

tainly pleafing, being diverſified with gentle

afcents, and little winding vallies, covered

for the moſt part with large fpreading trees,

which
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which afford a fucceffion of leaves in all

feafons. In thoſe places where trees are

ſcarce, a variety of flowering fhrubs abound,

moſt of them entirely new to an European,

and furpaffing in beauty, fragrance, and

number, all I ever faw in an uncultivated

ftate : among theſe, a tall ſhrub, bearing an

elegant white flower, which ſmells like

Engliſh May, is particularly delightful, and

perfumes the air around to a great diſtance.

The ſpecies of trees are few, and, I am con-

cerned to add, the wood univerfally of fo

bad a grain, as almoſt to preclude a poffibi-

lity of ufing it the increaſe of labour oc-

cafioned by this in our buildings has been

fuch, as nearly to exceed belief. Theſe

trees yield a profufion of thick red gum (not

unlike the fanguis draconis) which is found

ferviceable in medicine, particularly in dy-

fenteric complaints, where it has ſometimes

fucceeded, when all other preparations have

failed. To blunt its acrid qualities, it is

ufual to combine it with opiates.

:

The
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The nature of the foil is various. That

immediately round Sydney Cove is fandy,

with here and there a ftratum of clay. From

the fand we have yet been able to draw very

little ; but there feems no reaſon to doubt,

that many large tracts of land around us

will bring to perfection whatever ſhall be

fown in them. To give this matter a fair

trial, fome practical farmers capable of fuch

an undertaking ſhould be fent out ; for the

fpots we have chofen for experiments in

agriculture, in which we can ſcarce be fup-

pofed adepts, have hitherto but ill repaid

our toil, which may be imputable to our

having chofen fuch as are unfavourable for

our purpoſe.

2

+

Except from the fize of the trees, the dif

ficulties of clearing the land are not nume

rous, underwood being rarely found, though

the country is not abfolutely without it.

Of the natural meadows which Mr. Cook

mentions near Botany Bay, we can give no

account ; none fuch exiſt about Port Jack-

fon. Grafs, however, grows in every place

but the ſwamps with the greateſt vigour and

luxu-
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luxuriancy, though it is not of the fineſt

quality, and is found to agree better with

horfes and cows than fheep. A few wild

fruits are fometimes procured, among which

is the ſmall purple apple mentioned by Cook,

and a fruit which has the appearance of a

grape, though in tafte more like a green

goofberry, being exceffively four : probably

were it meliorated by cultivation , it would

become more palatable.

Freſh water, as I have faid before, is

found but in inconfiderable quantities. For

the common purpoſes of life there is gene-

rally enough ; but we know of no ſtream

in the country capable of turning a mill :

and the remark made by Mr. Anderſon, of

the drynefs of the country round Adventure

Bay, extends without exception to every part

ofit which we have penetrated.

Previous to leaving England I remember

to have frequently heard it afferted, that the

diſcovery of mines was one ofthe ſecondary

objects of the expedition . Perhaps there are

mines ; but as no perfon competent to form

a de-R
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a decifion is to be found among us, I wiſh

no one to adopt an idea, that I mean to im-

prefs him with fuch a belief, when I ſtate,

that individuals, whofe judgements are not

deſpicable, are willing to think favourably of

this conjecture, from ſpecimens of ore ſeen in

many of the ſtones picked up here. I can-

not quit this fubject without regretting, that

fome one capable of throwing a better light

on it, is not in the colony. Nor can I help

being equally concerned, that an experienced

botanift was not fent out, for the purpoſe

of collecting and defcribing the rare and

beautiful plants with which the country

abounds. Indeed, we flattered ourſelves,

when at the Cape of Good Hope, that

Maſon, the King's botanical gardener, who

was employed there in collecting for the

royal nurſery at Kew, would have joined

us, but it ſeems his orders and engagements

prevented him from quitting that beaten

track, to enter on this fcene of novelty and

variety.

To the naturalift this country holds out

many invitations. - Birds, though not re-

markably
I
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markably numerous, are in great variety,

and of the moſt exquifite beauty of plu-

mage, among which are the cockatoo , lo-

ry, and parroquet : but the bird which

principally claims attention is, a fpecies of

oftrich, approaching nearer to the emu of

South America than any other we know of,

One ofthem was ſhot, at a confiderable dif-

tance, with a ſingle ball, by a convict em,

ployed for that purpoſe by the Governor ;

its weight, when complete, was feventy

pounds, and its length from the end of the

toe to the tip of the beak, feven feet two

inches, though there was reafon to believe

it had not attained its full growth. On dif-

fection many anatomical fingularities were

obferved the gall-bladder was remarkably

large, the liver not bigger than that of a

barn-door fowl, and after the strictest search

no gizzard could be found ; the legs, which

were of a vaft length, were covered

with thick, ftrong fcales, plainly indicating

the animal to be formed for living amidſt

defarts ; and the foot differed from an of-

trich's by forming a triangle, inſtead of

being cloven. Goldſmith, whofe account

•

R 24 of
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of the emu is the only one I can refer to,

fays, " that it is covered from the back and

rump with long feathers, which fall back-

ward, and cover the anus ; thefe feathers

are grey on the back, and white on the

belly." The wings are ſo ſmall as hardly

to deferve the name, and are unfurniſhed

with thoſe beautiful ornaments which adorn

the wings of the oftrich : all the feathers

are extremely coarfe, but the conftruction

ofthem deferves notice they grow in pairs

from a ſingle ſhaft, a fingularity which the

author I have quoted has omitted to re-

mark. It may be prefumed, that theſe

birds are not very ſcarce, as ſeveral have

been ſeen, fome of them immenfely large,

but they are ſo wild, as to make ſhooting

them a matter of great difficulty. Though

incapable of flying, they run with ſuch

• fwiftnefs, that our fleeteft greyhounds are

left far behind in every attempt to catch

them. The flesh was eaten, and tasted like

beef.

Beſides the emu, many birds of prodigi-

ous fize have been feen, which promiſe to

increaſe
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increaſe the number of thoſe deſcribed by

naturalifts, whenever we fhall be fortunate

enough to obtain them ; but among theſe

the bat of the Endeavour river is not to be

found. In the woods are various little fong-

fters, whofe notes are equally fweet and

plaintive.

Of quadrupeds, except the kangaroo,

I have little to fay. The few met with are

almoſt invariably of the opoffum tribe, but

even theſe do not abound. To beafts of prey

we are utter ſtrangers, nor have we yet any

cauſe to believe that they exiſt in the counry.

And happy it is for us that they do not, as

their prefence would depriye us of the only

fresh meals the fettlement affords, the fleſh of

the kangaroo. This fingular animal is already

known in Europe by the drawing and de-

ſcription of Mr. Cook. To the drawing no-

thing can be objected but the poſition of

the claws of the hinder leg, which are mix-

ed together like thofe of a dog, whereas no

fuch indiftinchefs is to be found in the

animal I am deſcribing. It was the Cheva-

lier
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lier De Perrouſe who pointed out this to me,

while we were comparing a kangaroo with

the plate, which, as he juſtly obſerved, is

correct enough to give the world in general

a good idea of the animal, but not fuffici-

ently accurate for the man of fcience.

2

Of the natural hiſtory of the kangaroo we

are ftill very ignorant. We may, however,

venture to pronounce this animal, a new

fpecies of opoffum , the female being furniſh-

ed with a bag, in which the young is con-

tained ; and in which the teats are found,

Thefe laft are only two in number, a ftrong

prefumptive proof, hadwe no other evidence,

that the kangaroo brings forth rarely more

than one at a birth. But this is fettled be-

yond a doubt, from more than a dozen fe-

males having been killed, which had invaria-

bly but one formed in the pouch. Notwith-

ftanding this, the animal may be looked

on as prolific, from the early age it begins

to breed at, kangaroos with young having

been taken of not more than thirty pounds

weight ; and there is room to believe that

when at their utmoft growth, they weigh

not
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not less than one hundred and fifty pounds.

A male of one hundred and thirty pounds

weight has been killed, whofe dimenfions

were as follows :

Extreme length

Do. of the tail

Do. of the hinder legs

Do. of the fore
paws

Circumference of the tail ofthe

root.

Ft. Inch.

7 3

3 4/1/

3
2 .

I

ང
་

7/2

1 - 5

After this perhaps I fhall hardly be credi-

ted, when I affirm that the kangaroo on

being brought forth is not larger than an

English moufe. It is, however, in mypow-

er to ſpeak poſitively on this head, as I have

feen more than one inftance of it.

In running, this animal confines himfelf

entirely to his hinder legs, which are pof-

feffed with an extraordinary mufcular power.

Their fpeed is very great, though not in ge-

neral quite equal to that of a greyhound ; but

when the greyhounds are ſo fortunate as to

feize
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feize them, they are incapable of retaining

their hold, from the amazing ftruggles of

the animal. The bound of the kangaroo,

when not hard preffed, has been meaſured,

and found to exceed twenty feet.

At what time of the year they copulate,

and in what manner, we know not : the

tefticles of the male are placed contrary to

the ufual order of nature.

When young, the kangaroo eats tender

and well flavoured, taſting like veal, but the

old ones are more tough and ftringy than

bull-beef. They are not carnivorous, and

fubfift altogether on particular flowers and

grafs. Their bleat is mournful, and very

different from that of any other animal, it

is, however, feldom heard but in the young-

ones.

Fiſh, which our fanguine hopes led us to

expect in great quantities, do not abound.

In fummer they are tolerably plentiful, but

for fome months paft very few have been

taken. Botany Bay in this reſpect exceeds

Port
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Port Jackſon. The French once caught

near two thouſand fiſh in one day, of a ſpe-

cies ofgrouper, to which, from the form of

a bone in the head reſembling a helmet, we

have given the name of light horfeman. To

this may be added bafs, mullets, fkait, foles,

leather-jackets, and many other ſpecies, all

fo good in their kind, as to double our re-

gret at their not being more numerous.

Sharks of an enormous fize are found here.

One of theſe was caught by the people

on board the Sirius, which meaſured at

the fhoulders fix feet and a half in circum-

ference. His liver yielded twenty-four gal-

lons of oil ; and in his ftomach was found

the head of a fhark, which had been thrown

overboard from the fame fhip. The Indians,

probably from having felt the effects of their

voracious fury, teftify the utmoſt horror on

feeing thefe terrible fiſh,

Venomous animals and reptiles are rarely

feen. Large fnakes beautifully variegated

have been killed, but of the effect of their

bites we are happily ignorant. Infects,

though numerous, are by no means, even in

S fum-
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fummer, fo troubleſome as I have found them

in America, the Weft Indies, and other

countries.

The climate is undoubtedly very deſirable

to live in. In fummer the heats are ufually

moderated by the ſea breeze, which fets in

early ; and in winter the degree of cold is

fo flight as to occafion no inconvenience ;

once or twice we have had hoar frofts and

hail, but no appearance of fnow. The ther-

mometer has never rifen beyond 84, nor

fallen lower than 35, in general it ſtood in

the beginning of February at between 78 and

74 at noon. Nor is the temperature ofthe

air leſs healthy than pleaſant. Thoſe dread-

ful putrid fevers by which new countries

are ſo often ravaged, are unknown to us ;

and excepting a flight diarrhoea, which pre-

vailed foon after we had landed, and was fa-

tal in very few inftances, we are ſtrangers to

epidemic diſeaſes.

On the whole, (thunder ſtorms in the hot

months excepted) I know not any climate

equal to this I write in. Ere we had been ૩

fort-
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fortnight on fhore we experienced fome

ftorms of thunder accompanied with rain,

than which nothing can be conceived more

violent and tremendous, and their repetition

for feveral days, joined to the damage they

did, by killing feveral of our ſheep, led us

to draw prefages of an unpleaſant nature.

Happily, however, for many months we

haveeſcaped any fimiliar vifitations.

Se
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CHA P. XVI.

The Progrefs made in the Settlement ; and

the Situation of Affairs at the Time of the

Ship, which conveys this Account, failing

for England.

FORthe purpofe of expediting the public

work, the male convicts have been di-

vided into gangs, over each of which a per-

fon, felected from among themſelves, is pla-

ced. Itisto be regretted that Government did

not take this matter into confideration before

we left England, and appoint proper perſons

with reafonable falaries to execute the office

of overfeers ; as the confequence of our

prefent imperfect plan is fuch, as to defeat

in a great meaſure the purpoſes for which

the prifoners were ſent out. The female

convicts have hitherto lived in a ſtate of total

idlenefs ; except a fewwho are kept at work

in making pegs for tiles, and picking up

fhells for burning into lime. For the laſt

timeI
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time I repeat, that the behaviour of all claffes

of theſe people fince our arrival in the fet

tlement has been better than could, I think,

have been expected from them.

Temporary wooden ftorehouſes covered

with thatch or ſhingles, in which the cargoes

of all the ſhips have been lodged, are comple-

ted ; and an hofpital is erected. Barracks for

the military are confiderably advanced ; and

little huts to ferve, until fomething more

permanent can be finiſhed , have been raiſed

on all fides. Notwithſtanding this the en-

campments of the marines and convicts are

ftill kept up ; and to fecure their owners

from the coldness of the nights, are covered

in with bushes, and thatched over.

The plan of a town I have already faid is

marked out. And as free-ftone of an excel-

lent quality abounds, one requifite towards

the completion of it is attained. Only two

houſes of ſtone are yet begun, which are in-

tended for the Governor and Lieutenant

Governor. One of the greateſt impediments

we meet with, is a want of limeftone, of

which
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which no figns appear. Clay for making

bricks is in plenty, and a confiderable quan

tity ofthem burned and ready for uſe.

In enumerating the public buildings I find

I have been fo remifs as to omit an obſerva-

tory, which is erected at a fmall diſtance

from the encampments. It is nearly com-

pleted, and when fitted up with the tele-

fcopes and other aftronomical inſtruments

ſent out by the Board of Longitude, will

afford a defirable retreat from the liftleff-

nefs of a camp evening at Port Jack-

fon. One of the principal reafons which

induced the Board to grant this apparatus

was, for the purpoſe of enabling Lieutenant

Dawes of the marines, (to whofe care it is

intruſted) to make obſervations on a comet

which is fhortly expected to appear in the

ſouthern hemiſphere. The latitude of the

obfervatory, from the refult of more than

three hundred obfervations, is fixed at

33° 52′ 30″ fouth, and the longitude at

151° 16′ 30″ eaft of Greenwich. The lati-

tude of the fouth head which forms the en-

trance of the harbour, 33° 51′, and that of

the
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the north head oppofite to it at 33° 49′ 45″

fouth,

2

Since landing here our military force has

fuffered a diminution of only three perfons,

a ferjeant and two privates. Of the convicts

fifty-four have perifhed, including the exe-.

cutions. Amidft the cauſes of this morta-

lity, exceffive toil and a ſcarcity offood are

not to be numbered, as the reader will eaſily

conceive, when informed, that they have

the fame allowance of provifions as every

officer and foldier in the garrifon ; and are

indulged by being exempted from labour

every Saturday afternoon and Sunday. On

the latter of thoſe days they are expected to

attend divine ſervice, which is performed

either within one of the ftorehouſes, or under

a great tree in the open air, until a church

can be built.

Amidſt our public labours, that no forti-

fied poft, or place of fecurity, is yet begun,

may be a matter of furpriſe. Were an emer-

gency in the night to happen, it is not eafy

to fay what might not take place before.

troops

•
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troops, fcattered about in an extenſive en

campment, could be formed, fo as to act.

An event that happened a few evenings fince

may, perhaps, be the means of forwarding

this neceffary work. In the dead of night

the centinels on the eaſtern fide of the cove

were alarmed by the voices of the Indians,

talking near their pofts. The foldiers on

this occafion acted with their uſual firmneſs,

and without creating a diſturbance, ac-

quainted the officer of the guard with the

circumftance, who immediately took every

precaution to prevent an attack, and at the

fame time gave orders that no moleſtation,

while they continued peaceable, ſhould be

offered them. From the darkneſs of the

night, and the diſtance they kept at, it was

not eaſy to afcertain their number, but from

the found of the voices and other circum-

ftances, it was calculated at near thirty. To

their intentions in honouring us with this

vifit (the only one we have had from them

in the last five months) we are ftrangers,

though moſt probably it was either with a

view to pilfer, or to afcertain in what fecu-

rity we flept, and the precautions we uſed

in
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in the night. When the bells of the ſhips

in the harbour ſtruck the hour of the night,

and the centinels called out on their pofts

" All's well," they obferved a dead filence,

and continued it for fome minutes, though

talking with the greateft earneftnefs and vo-

ciferation but the moment before. After

having remained a confiderable time they de-

parted without interchanging a fyllable with

our people.

T CHAP.
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CHA P. XVII.

Some Thoughts on the Advantages which may

arife to the Mother Country from forming

the Colony.

THE author of theſe ſheets would fub-

ject himſelf to the charge of prefump-

tion, were he to aim at developing the in-

tentions of Government in forming this fet-

tlement. But without giving offence, or

incurring reproach, he hopes his opinion on

the probability of advantage to be drawn

from hence by Great Britain, may be fairly

made known.

If only a receptacle for convicts be in-

tended, this place ftands unequalled from

the fituation , extent, and nature of the

country. When viewed in a commercial

light, I fear its infignificance will appear

very ſtriking. The New Zealand hemp,

of which ſo many fanguine expectations

were

1
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were formed, is not a native ofthe foil ; and

Norfolk Island, where we made fure to find

this article, is alfo without it. So that the

fcheme of being able to affift the Eaſt Indies

with naval ftores, in caſe of a war, muft

fall to the ground, both from this deficiency,

and the quality of the timber growing here,

Were it indeed poffible to tranſport that of

Norfolk Island, its value would be found

very great, but the difficulty, from the furf,

I am well informed, is fo infuperable as to

forbid the attempt. Lord Howe Iſland, dif-

covered by Lieut. Ball, though an ineſtima-

ble acquiſition to our colony, produces little

elfe than the mountain cabbage tree,

Should a fufficient military force be fent

out to thofe employed in cultivating the

ground, I fee no room to doubt, that in the

courfe of a few years, the country will be

able to yield grain enough for the ſupport of

its new poffeffors. But to effect this , our

prefent limits must be greatly extended,

which will require detachments of troops

not to be ſpared from the preſent eſtabliſh-

ment. And admitting the pofition , the pa-

T3
rent
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rent country will ftill have to fupply us for

a much longer time with every other necef-

fary of life. For after what we have ſeen , the

idea of being foon able to breed cattle fuffi-

cient for our confumption, muft
appea
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Speculators who may feel inclined to

try their fortunes here, will do well to

weigh what I have faid. If golden dreams

of commerce and wealth flatter their imagi-

nations, difappointment will follow the

remoteness of fituation , productions of the

country, and want of connection with other

parts of the world, juftify me in the affer-

tion. But to men of fmall property, unam-

bitious of trade, and wishing for retirement,

Ithink the continent of New South Wales

not without inducements. One of this de-

fcription, with letters of recommendation,

and a fufficient capital (after having provided

for his paffage hither) to furniſh him with

an affortment of tools for clearing land,

agri
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agricultural and domeſtic purpoſes ; pof-

feffed alfo of a few houfhold utenfils, a

cow, a few ſheep and breeding fows, would,

I am of opinion, with proper protection

and encouragement, fucceed in obtaining a

comfortable livelihood, were he well affu-

red before he quitted his native country,

that a provifion for him until he might be

fettled, fhould be fecured ; and that a grant

of land on his arrival would be allotted

him.

That this adventurer, if of a perfevering

character and competent knowledge, might

in the courſe of ten years bring matters into

fuch a train as to render himſelf comfortable

and independent, I think highly probable.

The fuperfluities of his farm would enable

him to purchaſe European commodities

from the maſters of ſhips , which will arrive

on Government account, fufficient to ſupply

his wants. But beyond this he ought not

to reckon, for admitting that he might meet

with ſucceſs in raifing tobacco, rice, indigo,

or vineyards (for which laſt I think the foil

and climate admirably adopted), the diſtance

of

་
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of a mart to vend them at, would make the

expence of tranſportation fo exceffive, as to

cut off all hopes of a reaſonable profit ; nor

can there be conſumers enough here to take

them off his hands, for fo great a length of

time to come, as I fhall not be at the trouble

of computing,

Should then any one, induced bythis ac-

count emigrate hither, let him, before he

quits England, provide all his wearing apparel

for himſelf, family, and fervants ; his fur-

niture, tools of every kind, and implements

of huſbandry (among which a plough need

not be included, as we make uſe of the hoe)

for he will touch at no place where they can

be purchaſed to advantage. If his ſheep and

hogs are English alfo, it will be better. For

wines, fpirits, tobacco, fugar, coffee, tea,

rice, poultry, and many other articles, he

may venture to rely on at Teneriffe or Ma-

deira, the Brazils and Cape of Good Hope,

It will not be his intereft to draw bills on his

voyage out, as the exchange of money will

be found invariably againſt him, and a large

diſcount alfo deducted. Drafts on the place

he
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he is to touch at, or caſh (dollars if poffible)

will beſt anſwer his end.

To men ofdefperate fortune and the low-

eft claffes of the people, unleſs they can pro-

cure a paffage as indented fervants, fimilar to

the cuſtom practiſed of emigrating to Ame-

rica, this part of the world offers no temp-

tation for it can hardly be fuppoſed, that

Government will be fond of maintaining

them here until they can be fettled, and

withoutſuch ſupport they muſt ſtarve.

Of the Governor's inftructions and inten

tions relative to the difpofal of the convicts,

when the term of their tranſportation ſhall

be expired, I am ignorant. They will then

be free men, and at liberty, I apprehend,

either to ſettle in the country, or to return

to Europe. The former will be attended

with ſome public expence ; and the latter,

exceptin particular cafes, will be difficult to

accompliſh, from the numberlefs caufes

which prevent a frequent communication

between England and this continent.

A LIST
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A LIST ofthe Civil andMilitary Eftabliſh

ments in NEW SOUTH WAles.

Governor and Commander in Chief,

His Excellency ARTHUR PHILLIP, Efq.

Lieutenant Governor, Robert Rofs, Efq.

Judge ofthe Admiralty Court, Robert Roſs,

Efq.

Chaplain ofthe Settlement, the Rev. Richard

Johnfon.

Fudge Advocate ofthe Settlement, David Col-

lins, Efq.

Secretary to the Governor, David Collins, Efq.

Surveyor General, Auguftus Alt, Efq.

Commiary of Stores and Provifions, Andrew

Miller, Efq.

Affiftant Commiffary, Mr. Zechariah Clarke.

Provoft Martial, who acts as Sheriff ofCum-

berlandCounty, Mr. Henry Brewer.

Peace Officer, Mr. James Smith.

MILI-
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MILITARY ESTABLISHMENT.

His Majefty'sfhip Sirius, John Hunter, Efq.

Commander.

Lieutenants, Bradley, King, Maxwell.

His Majesty's armed Brig, Supply, Lieute-

nant Henry Lidgbird Ball, Commander.

Four Companies ofMarines.

Major ROBERT Ross, Commandant.

Captains commanding Companies,

James Campbell, John Shea,

Captain Lieutenants, James Meredith,

Watkin Tench.

Firft Lieutenants.

George Johnſon, John Johnfon,

John Creſwell, James Maitland Shairp,

Robert Nellow, Thomas Davey,

James Furzer,
Thomas Timins.

John Poulden,

Second Lieutenants.

Ralph Clarke,

William Dawes,

John Long,

William Feddy.

U Adiu-
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Adjutant, John Long.

Quarter Mafter, James Furzer.

Aidde Camp to the Governor, George John-

fon.

Officer of Engineers and Artillery, William

Dawes.

HOSPITAL ESTABLISHMent.

Surgeon General of the Settlement, John

White, Efq.

Firft Affiftant, Mr. Dennis Confiden.

Second Affifiant, Mr. Thomas Arndell.

Third Affiftant, Mr. William Balmain.

FINI S.
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