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T he Firft up the River or Amagpm to 
Quito in Peru, and back again to 
perform’d at the Command'of the King 
of Spain.

By CHRISTOPHER D U CVGN J. 
The Second up the River of Pktu,

\

The Third from CUperineinto Guiana, in feafrcls 
of the Lake of Parinm, reputed the richei 
Place in the World. y i  ,
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A D V E R T I S E M E N T .

W H E N  the Introduction was going into the Prefs, Ad
vice came from Lkbon by the way of Park, That the 

Stew de Ferolle, Govemour of Cayenne, being informed that the 
Port agues were building a Fort on the North-fide of the River of 
Amazons, to fecure a rich Silver Mine which they had difeover'd 
there, fent notice to the Port aguethat they had invaded the French 
King's Territories, and therefore defin'd 'em to retire, that River 
being the Limits of the two Nations j but the Portugue% refufing to 
quit their Enterprise, Monfieur de Ferolle march'd againft them, 
and attacQd 'em with fo much Succefs, that thofe who guarded the 
Mine and the Fort were lulled, or put to flight* How this Cornell 
between thefc two Nations will be decided, is uncertain * but 
this is certain, that whatever Europeans foil poffcfs themfelves o f 
the Ifle of the /Sun, and the Bofphore or Strait o f the Amaxyne, 
will command the Entrance into, and PaiTage up that noble River, 
and fecure the Trade o f it to themfelves.



t

■ V?

( i « )

T HE following Relations difcovering foirie of
the ricbeft Parts of the World., not yet 
planted by the Europeans, and others but 
little known, worthy the perufal of the Curi

ous y can hardly fail of a favourable Reception at this 
JunSwrej for v f all the BleJJings of Peace, none 
appear more charming or profitable than Navigation : 
and Commerce, efpeciaUy to the Erfglilh Nation, 
whofe Genius is much bent upon Improvements at Sea, 
and Plantations abroad, which bring great Riches 
into the Kingdom  ̂ particularly thofe in America, 
where the Spaniards by their ill Conduft have given 
Opportunities to Jome of their Neighbours to put in for 
ajhareof the Wealth and Trade of that vaft Trait 
of Land.

The frequent Sacking of their Towns and feizing 
of their' ships by the Eriglifli, French, and Dutch, 
put Philip the Third upon fearckmg out new ways 
of tran/porting the Treafures of Peru, Chili, and 
Granada into Spain y to which end ( the Coafis abouty 
and in the Gulph of Mexico being as well knovmas 
thofe in Europe) Orders were dtfpatcbed from the 
Court at Madrid to the Governours of Brazil and 
Peru to attempt the Navigation of the great River o f 
A M A Z O N S y that if  ’ twere found pra&icabley 
.the Gold, Silver, and other Merchandizes of Pe
ru and the adjacent Countries, might' be fafely and 
commodioufly fent down to Para to be put on board x 
the Galleons, which xtould lie lefs expos’d there% than 
at Cartagena, Porto Belo, or Vera Cruz, the 
Soundings of the Mouth of that River being un
known, and dangerous to Strangers. What Effays

' A  4 'were
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were made purfuant to thefe InftrufHons îs bejlfeen 
by the firft. Chapters of the enfuing Relation of F. 
Chr. dr Acugna, to which the Reader vs referred, 
as the true journal of the only Voyage upon, and 
Difcovery of that noble River from the Source to the 
Mouth : ’ twere needlefs to offer any other Recommen
dation of the Work êxcept fonle Account of the jftithor.

•f- Chriftopher d’ Acugna was born at Burgos in 
Spain, Anno 1597. and enired into the Society of 
Jcftis at 1 5 Years of Age. After fonie Years /pent 
in Study, he went into America  ̂ and was Re&or cf 
the Jcfuits College at Cuence under the Jurifditfion 
of Quito, when Peter Texeira the Portuguez. Gene
ral came thither, from Fara in Brazil up the River of 
Amazons, The Viceroy of Peru ordered our Author̂  
to embark with Texeira (who returned bp the fame 
way he came) and to inform himfelf exaBly in his 
Voyage of every thing that might enable him to give 
a fatisfadory Account of the AmaZone to the K. of

1 is. 1639. add arriv’d at Para Dec. 1 z. following. 
Thence he went into Spain, and prefinted to the /Cing 
his Majler an am l̂e Relation of the faid River5 
jvhich wds publifhed at Madrid in 164.1, and intitu
led * Nuevo defcubrimiento del gran Rio de las 
A mazonas, in 4’ . tic was fent to Rome in Quality 
of Provincial came back to Spain honoured with 
the Title o/Qpalificator of the Inquilition, return'd 
agen into the Weft-lndics, and was alive at Li
ma in 1675. according to Father Sotwcl. || ’Tts 
thought that the Revolutions of Portugal in 1641. * *•

. ^ 6. f  ,r<  ii u n ii ■ n w i ^ iMiiir ii m i in i O M i M i ii i n im  r mm* hum *

f/Nat. Sotvelli Bibliothec. Scripcor. Societ. Jefu. Roms^ 
1677. I*ol. >/'

*• N’ic'. Antonii Bibioth* Hifpan.
, || Dillcrc. de M. Villarnonc, and Hid. du Monde par Gfiev- 
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which decafiorPd the Loft of all Braiit, akd fbtfiofoi 
nyofPara, at the Mdutb 6f the River %f 
from the Spaniards* there the Caufe of thU RdMion 
being fupprefs'd bdthinS^o'a add Anief ica,/ej£ being 
of no ufe to (taSpaniards,f JPortuguez might make 
too great advantages of it  : Thus theCdpiesvf it 
became fo fem e, that the Editor of the French 
Tf an flat ion fays, there was not one /ingle Book any 
where to be had,except that the Tranfiafor ( M. Gom* 
bemlle of the French Academy) made ufe Of, and 
perhaps there might be another in the Vatican Libra*- 
r y for Philip the fourth had taken all pojftble care 
to get and deftroy moftof the printed Copies in Ett~ 
rope and the Welt-Indies. • '

'4- In the Tear i 6$ 5 the Gbunt de Pagan* Mafler 
of the Artillery,• presented fa Mazarine PibpbfdU for 
conquering and planting this great Rivery but the 
Cardinalbeing involved ‘ in Ponieftici Trouble i f  was 
not at leifure to pufhoh the EHtetpria.ei tho it had been 
fir ft flatted by that eminent Mhtlftdr himjelf. This 
Difcourfe of Monfieur de pagan & extracted for the 
moftpart\mt of Acngna,a n d  to W fort of Pdra* 
phrafe upon him, full of Digrejftons, and not com* 
parable to the Original it felf, which is m m  uniform 
and authentick, containing abundance of remarkable 
Obfetvatiatts, »af mentioned fey Pagan nor any other 
Copift whatfeever. The Cardinal was once refdlv'd 
to plant five feveral Colonies; the firft in the ifle of 
the Sun, togudrd the Ikfl Entrance into the Mouth 
of the A m a z o n the fecohdva ffe Bofphore or 
Strait, to keep the Pajfage j the thirdftn the Points Of 
the Rio Negro j the fourth on ffea£uaheSnear the 
Golden Mines j the laft on the'Mouth o f  the Marag- 
non, to watch over the Spani/b'Frontiers on that fide

. of
f  t)cfcriptlon dclaRiViefe & P aisd eT A n ^ S e* ger Si. 

)U Ctomte de Pagan 12c. Paris i6$$.



v i Introduftion.
of the Andes: Tibis was the Piatt 6f bis Defign. 
The many Difficulties of entring the Mouthy and 
getting into the true Channel of this River of A -  
rnazons, have often difeoitraged the Spaniards, 
Englifli, and Dutch from attempting to trade in it? 
whereas upon PralHce and Experience it might prove 
as navigable as moft of the great Rivers of the World?, 
whofe Mouths are generally encumbred either with 
Sands, Flats? , Ijks, or impetuous Currents, which 
after a few Trials become familiar. The way pro
pounded to the Cardinal 6as this. Firft Jhun the 
ftrong Currents, by pajfing ajide into 2 Degrees of 
South Latitude; then, fleer up agen by the Coaft of 
Brazil at 30 min. South Lat. double the Point of 
Zaparara, and fail to the South-weft \ after that 
follow the Coaft of the Province of Para, and )>afs 
the Channel of the Ifle of the Sun at 1 Deg. 15 Min. 
South Lat. and 26 Leagues from the main Sea \ laft- 
ly? fail IVeftward? leave the fide of Para, and keep 
the fame Latitude to gain the Bank-fide o/Curupa, 
and there enter into the beft Road of this River at 2 
deg. S. Lat. and 30 Leagues beyond Curupa, which 
is hut i deg. 30 min. on the fame fide of the Line.

Since that time the French being Mafters of the 
Ifle,of Cayenne (which they have fortified and cul
tivated) to the North of the Amazone, have not 
(nor any other Nation thatweknow of) plantedany 
Countyey on this River, but have contented themfelves 
with making Journeys into Guiana, particularly in 
fearch of the vafl Lake of Parima, which the Spani
ards have long fancied to be *  the richeft Place in 
the World?cattingit the Kingdom of Dorado, whither 
all the great Families of Peru retir'd, and built the

Golden

*  Lopez'de Gomara, alfo Hakluyt, and Puralias in their 
Colletlhns concerning Guiana.
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afds went upon in their Attempts to find out * theft 
Places at a mighty Expense of Blood and Treafure, 
will beft appear by the following Travels o/ MVGrillet 
and' Bechamel, who went beyond the fuppos'd Lon
gitudes of thefe Places, and could not learn the 
leaft Tidings of them from any of the Indian 
Nations, tho the Circumference of the Lake alone 
is generally reckon'd to be above x 500 Miles. ’Tis 
true, fome may object that this doth not wholly de- 
firoy the common Geography of that Country, and 
give this plaufible Argument, that tfie fimple innocent 
Indians are grown fo extremely fenfible of the cruel 
Difpofitions of the Europeans, that theft begin How to 
conceal induftrioufly every thing from them, and lead 
theHi out of the way, left they (houtd fix  in their Com 
try and exercife their Barbarities Over #
a mode ft Computation, the number of Americans 
murder'd in cold Blood exceeds that of the People now 
living in Europe. To this Journey a fhort Defcripti- 
m eLGuiana wqs thought fit to be annex'd, being 
drawn up by M. Gomberville o«t of Original Papers 
for the Inftrudion and Vfe of MarelhalD’Eftrade, 
Vjce-roy of aUthe French Plantations in America. 
The Motes are from another hand, perhaps M. Villa* 
mont, who was pleas'd to divert hknfelf with fitch fort 
of Papers. •

It remains now that we give fome Account of what 
Vbylages have been made up the River De la Plata. 
j| In the Year 1512. Joannes Dias de Solis ( and

, again

t  Herrera, and John de Laet doubtfully of thefe 
places• * *

* Barth* de las Cafas (obifpo de las Chiapas) Hift. 
dela definition de los Indies, Venet. id jo . AlfoUm. novi 
orbis1 per Hier. Benton* And the Comment* Reales delos 
Yncas, Reyes del‘ Peru. fo!. || Pet. Martyr. Decad* o.
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in. i $15,)  fd s the ffft  Difcoverer of this 
jmje of Silver River, wherein he and moft of bis 
Relations fpent their Rives and Eftates. || An. t 52b. 
Sebaftiati Cabota, <» Venetian by his Rather, kit 
born at Briftol in England, went, above i io  Re agues 
tip this River, and ft did in it, above 1 $ Months. An.
? 527. Diego Garcia? a Portnguez, made further 
EHfcoveries in i t b u t  nothing more fas done till nine 
Rears after, when Pedro de Mendoza return d wi$,> 
12 Ships and 1000 Men. And about the Tear 1540!
*  Alvarez Cabeca de Vacca went and peopled'the 
Provinces to fomepurpofe. A t fir ft  theyfound much 
Gold and Silver, with infinite numbers of different 
Nations (  foon lejfened under the Tyranny and J?e- ,. 
vdftations of their new Mafiers)  the Country prods- 
giefufty fertile, the Rivers operflowing every Year upon 
fhe1 Stationary Rdsns, as the Anyone and Ofe- 
'̂o<jue m Guiana, arid a* the ffo Niger

Africa. Since then the Spaniards b fv i been piffift 
f f  jtjbis part o f America, and no* Strangers have
RaftV  up this River to Potofi to give its any ewdff 
Relation thereof $ this of M. Acarete is' 'the lateffi, 
dttd much more copious and particular than that of 
iifartin del Barco-. or tbs' Dutch Journal tranftated 
from a Mdnufefspi by j. de Laet in his Hift. jn$. 
befsdes, what is here related by Acaretc of the Mines 
qf ' Votofi is wholly new, and merits our nptieje. 
jjfloe, way h i went feems to be a fhorter and a fafer 
Pahage to and from the Mines of Potofi than that

v  o r  a  , ;* •  n r ■ * ■ -  f  * j '  / ^  *;Belo, efpecially now the Boucaniers are fd well ac
quainted with thofe *eas and Countries l  hut be has 
given a pretty good reafon why the Spanubids don’t 
^pen a Trade that way.

w s r t r w w t t i
... v i ' ♦

|| Ant. Galvanot’f Vifcovericsy 40 and FoL 
* Herrera D. 60 I» 3. c* 18.
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of AMAZONS in South-America.
*■ * * *

Containing all the Particulars of 
Father Cbriftophtr dt Acugna's Voy
age, made at the Command of the 
King of Spain*'

*Taken from the SpanMh Original of the 
faid Chr, d* Acugna, Jefiiit.

rtmnrn S  *

\- 'v 
\ • )

| Of the Country in which the River of Ama«
[. zons is ptuatedi Of its Reputation, and 
i  of the firfi Difcoveries the Spaniards made >
! of it.
T* * * ' * '

*HE Spaniards were no fooner be
come Matters of that Part of 
America» which is now called 

| - Peru, but they extremely defir’d
I to make a Difcovery of the great River 
| of Amazons, which fome Geographers 
I through a vulgar Error have called the 
I B $Uyfe£

/



River of Mdragnon., They were induc’d 
to attempt trios not only by the Account 
they had receiv’d of the Fertility of the 
Soil, and of the Riches of the People a- 
lortg that famous River, but alio pecaufe 
they had very good Reafons to believe 
that it took its Coui’fe from the Weft to 
the Eaft, and that receiving all the Rivers 
that defcend from the Mountains of Peru, 
it was a kind of Canal through which 
there \vas a PafFage from the Southern to 
the Northern Sea. tTpon tliefe Conjec

% A DiJcoVery of

tures forne Perfons undertook to go in 
feaich of this RiVer, but to rip piirpofe. 
Others afterward made the like Eflay, but 
with no better Succefs. At length in the 
Year 1539. GonzalksPi&arre being made 
Governor of the Province of Quito by the 
Marquefs Francis pizarre his Brother, who 
Was Governor of Peru, put liim^If in an 
Equipage to g o tq  bis C^verntherit, and 
from thence to pafs on to the Conqheft of 
the Country.of Cannclie. He got together 
two hundred Foot and a hundred HOrfe, 
partly at his ownCharge, and partly at 
theExpence offomdthat accOmpa medium

in this ̂ Expedition, %hich coft

t (

ztQfiito^bt Order’d alhite&lla-
ry



ibe'^iverof AttiazotrS. $
fy Provifions tobemade for h’J journey* 
took a great number of Indian Slaves to 
carry the Baggage, and fet forward au 
the end of December in the Year x^S9i 
with four hundred Spaniards and four 
thoufand Indians. He order’d for the 
Subfiftence of his Men four thoufand 
Sheep, Cows, and Swine to be driven 
along with ’em; and taking his Courfe 
dtrebly Northward, he enter’d into the 
Countiy of the Qgixos, where the Con- 
quefts of the Tncas of Peru ended. This ' 
Province is forty Leagues in length, and 
twenty in breadth ; and Was inhabited by 
a People that never Us’d to dwell together 
in Towns or Villages like thole of Peru, 
but liv’d in a ftraeKlinfi -manner

* * *****
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C  H A P.

./

The way Gonzalles Pizarre took in puffing 
out of 'Quito, and the Difficulties he tfiei 
with in his Journey i

. \
>HE March of our Adventurers was 

retarded, not only b
on they had from the People of the Coun* 
try, Who difputed their PalfaKe, but alio

B n



by continual Rains and Earthquakes fo 
violent, that many Houfes were over- 

. turn’d, and deep Breaches made in the 
Earth before ’em, together with fuch ter
rible Storms and Claps of Thunder, that 
any one but Gonzalles Pizdrre would have 
abandon’d fuch an Enterprize aslcem’d to 
be oppos’d both by Heaven and Earth. 
However he with his Men did not give 
over their March for all this bad Weather, 
but crofs’d the Province of the Qatxos, 
till they came to the foot of fome high 
Mountains all cover’d with Snow, which 
make a part of thole which the Spaniards 
call the Cordeliers, and which bound the 
Province of the Qgixos on the North. 
Tho the Rains ftill continued they re- 
folv’d to pafs over the Mountains, but 
were not far advanc’d before the Rain 
turn’d into a Snow; fo thick and cold, that 
many of the Indians were kill’d by it. The 
Spaniards were likely to have undergone 
the fame fate, if they had continued their 
March as they began: They concluded 
that nothing jout Expedition could fave 
’em from the Rigor of the Cold, and 
therefore left all the Cattle they had with 
them, and lighted themfelves of the reft 
of their Prqvifions and Baggage, hoping 
they fhould find enough #n t’other fide of

'' the

4 A VifcoVery of

$



V

the Mountains. When they were got 
over them, they enter’d into a Valley call’d , 
Zjmaquey which is a hundred Leagues 
from Quito by the account of good Geo
graphers; there they found abundance of 
Provifioris and Refrefbmerits, arid conti
nued there two Months to acquaint them- 
felves with the, -Country, and toffee if 
they could make any advantage of it. 
But this Place not anfwpriflg the great 
hopes they had conceiv’d of tapir Adven
ture, Pizarre parted from with
fixty good Souldiers to difcovex the Coun
try 0tCamelle; but in pUrfuing the Coyrfe 
he had taken towards the North, he* . * % w

found the way fo rough and mountainous, 
that, he was conftrain’d to change his 
Road; lie therefore turn’d dire&ly to the 
Raft, and after fome fevVflays march, en
ter’d into that famous Country call’d by 
the Inhabitants Cwmlle> from certaiii great 
Trees, like Olive-Trees, that are call’d fo 
in that Place. ■ :

the '^iver o f Amazons. 5

*
■ *  •
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c h a p ! iii .
The‘Countries near the River of Amazons

difcovered by Gonzalles Pizarre.
/

r (

T I Errera the Spanifh Hiftorian fays; 
J f X  Pizfre  exercis’d the greateft Cru
elty imaginable on the Inhabitants of thefe 
Regions, infomuch that he gave Men to 
be eaten alive by his Dogs/ This en
gag’d all the Country to put themfelves 
in A,rms againft him, fo that he was 
oblig’d to encamp himfelf as in an Ene
my’s Country: And his Cruelties, toge
ther with the Defpair he was in of ever 
being able to find what he was Peeking 
after, had like to have put an end to his 
Bnterprize at once.' He was encamp’d 
on the Bank of a River* which fwell’d 
fo much in one Night, tndt if the Senti
nels, who perceiv’d the Water was apace 
getting ground of ’em, had not warn’d 
’ em of their Danger, they had been ail 
drown’d ; but at the Alarm they gave ’em 
they foon fecur’d themfelves by making 
towards the Cottages of the wild People, 
and Pizarre refolv’d to return to Kama- 
que, npt kpo^ing what ô her oourfe to
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•take. From thence he proceeded/again 
with all his Men, and after a Mirch of 
four f,eagues); he met with a great'Vil
lage calPd Ampua, governed by a. Cacique, 
and found a great number of tlie lnha- 
bitants in a .poftureof Defence expe&ing 
their Enemy. Blit them was another and 
a greater Qbftaclp in his way than this 
’Cacique, and all his Troops, and that was' 
a River fo wide and deep, that he could 
have no thoughts of venturing to fwim 
over it. He could therefore find no bet
ter Expedient than to enter into a 
with the People of the Country, and tb 
defire the help of their Canods to crois 
this River. The Cacique received this 
Propofal with great Civility, offered ’em 
what they ask’d, ?nd gave ’em a$ many 
of thoffe little Boats as they defif^ and 
Pizarre made ’em a return or a great ma
ny little Spanish Toys by way of Re
quital. This Cacique having receiv’d Ad
vice of the ill Treatment many of his 
Neighbours had receiv’d from the Spa
niards, thought of nebbing more than 
howto get rid of them: And to deliver 
himfelf from the danger of the Compa
ny of fuch bad Guefts, endeavour’d, to 
make ’em believe there were great Riches 
to be found among the People that d welt 
. / B 4 v upqn

the ®(iyer o f Amazons* . y

v



\

upon this River fome days Journey lower. 
Pizarre both by his Actions, and by the 
Mouth of his Guides, wlio were his In? 
terpreters, return’d him Thanks for his 
Courtefy: but finding no appearance of 
thofe pretended Riches, lie return’d tp 
Zjtm&que, very much difiatisfied with his 
Expedition. However, he had too much 
Courage to return back to Quite juft as 
he canie; he had a mind therefore to at
tempt fome great Exploit, and by the 
Difcovery of fome other Peru, to render 
himfelf as confiderable as the Marquefs 
of Pizarre his elder Brother: He open’d 
his Mind to Francis Ore'tllane, a Gentleman 
pf Truxillq in Spain, who was come to 
join him in the Valley of Zjmaque with 
fifty Troopers well appointed: He very 
much encourag’d his Defign; and tho the 
Rainy Seafon was not yet paft, that did 
not hinder hirp fromi advancing forward; 
he left his little Army at %jimaqtiey pnd 
having taken a hundred eflc&iye Soul* 
diets, and fome Indians for Guides, and 
to carry Provifions, he match’d direttly 
iq the Raft. r •

ifcoyery o f 1

■y y r a  ■-yfi ••<*«1 w t y wff »  jm  tm p  m§m
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the (River of Amazons. p
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C H A P ,  IV.
The fir ft Neil>s he receiv'd of this famous 

River, and of the dutches of the People
that dwell near it.
\

* * 
• * »

Iplther the Ignorance of his Guides, or 
2j the Hatred they bare him engaged 
him in a Country all full of Mountains, 

Forefts and Torrents, fo that he was ne- 
ceffitated to make Ways where he found 
hone,and to open himfelfa Paflage through 
the Woods with Hatchets,where none had 
f  8 «  **»>•. after many
days March lie pierc’d through as far as 
the Province of Coca. , The Cacique of 
which Province came before him, and of
fer’d him all the Accommodations the 
Country afforded for his Refrefhment, 
Gonzalles promis’d himfelf much from this 
kind Entertainment, and by the AOiftancq 
of his Guides enter’d into Converfatioti 
with the Cacique, He inform’d him that 
the Country through which he had pafs’d, 
which was fo full o f Mountains, Forefts 
and Brooks, was the only Paflage he could 
have taken to come thither j that it was

difficult to get through |t, but
* * • ■» H *

that
. . \

f



chat if he were willing to embark on die 
River he faw before him,or to follow it by 
Land, he might allure himfelf, that along 
the Banks of another River much greater 
than,, this, he fhould find' a Country a- 
bounding with all things, whofe Inha
bitants were cover’d with Places of Gold.

I There was no need of faying any thing 
r more to Pizarre to incite him to any kind 

of Enterprise j who prefently lent two of 
his guides to Zjtmaqae wjfh Orders to his 
Officers to come and join him, who march’d 
immediately, and furmounting all the Dif
ficulties of the way, arriv’d much fatigued 
to the Town of Coca. Pizarre having 
relied ’em fome few days, and after
wards put them in Battalia before the 
Cacique, who was much terrified at them; 
he amafs’d almofl: all the Provifions of 
his whole Province to make a Prefent of

t

Chem to Ptzarre, that by this Magnifi
cence he might civilly acquit himfelf of 
|iis new Acquaintance, who was more 
Impatient of nis ftay than the other; and 
the next Morning having filed his Troops 
along the River, he took his leave of 
the Cacique, prefenting him with a fine 
Sword, and put himfelf at the head of 
his Cavalry, and followed the pleafant
-Courfe of the River. This good way

so  A DifcoVexy of



did notlaft long, but they had Rivulets 
to fwim over, muft go up-hill and down** 
hill in uneyen ways, and march forty 
three days without finding any. Provifion 
for his Troops, or any Fords or Canoes 
by which to pafs the River.

»v

C H A P .  V.
The Difcovery which Pizarrc made of the 

River of Coca, and Oreilfane’s floating 
on tint River by Bizarre’.? order, and fo 
entering into the River of Amazons.

'~I~H is long March having mightily 
j| fatigued our Travellers, they were 

Rop'd by a veiy Apprizing light: The 
River was prefs’d by two Rocks, one 
on each fide its Pajflfage, at no more than 
twenty foot diftance from one another ; 
and the Water going through this Strait, 
precipitated it felf into a Valley, and 
made a Leap of two hundred Fathom. 
Here it was that Pi.zarre xms'd that la- 
mous Bridg to be made for his Troops 
to pafs over, which is fo much boafted 
of by the Spanilh Hiftorians. But find
ing the Way not at all better on the 
Other fidej and their Provifion growing

more

the tfjfver o f Amazons. 11



more and more fcarce every day, Pizarre 
refolv’d to make a Brigantine to carry 
by Water all his fick Men, Provifions, 
Baggage, and a hundred thoufand Livres 
in Gold which they had got amongft 
’em. This was no fmall Difficulty, but 
Induftry and Neceffity furmounted it; 
and the Veffel being finished, Pizarre em
bark’d all in it that hindred his March, 
and gave the Command of it to Francis 
Oreimne with fifty Souldiers, giving him 
exprefs Order not to part far from him, 
but to come every Night to the Camp. 
He obferv’d this Order exactly, till his 
General feeing all his Men were much 
pinch’d with Hunger, commanded him 
to go and feek fome Provifions and Cot
tages, where his Men might be refreflied. 
OreiUane had no fooner receiv’d his Or
ders, but he launched out into the mid
dle of the River; and the Rapidity of 
the Stream carry’d him as faft as he could 
wifb, for he made above a hundred 
Leagues in three days without the ufc of 
either Sails or Oars: The Current of 
Coca carried him ‘ into another River 
which Was much larger, but nothing 
nearfo fw ift; he made his Obfervation of 
it one whole day, and feeing that the 
farther he went down, the more the Ri

ver
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ver widen’d, he did not doubt but this 
was that great River which had been fo 
often and in vain fought after. 7 ’hejoy 
he conceiv’d at his good Fortune fo trans
ported him, that it made him quite forget 
himfelf; fo that he thought of nothing 
But the Enjoyment of this good Succefs $ 
and trampling upon his Duty, Oath, Fide- 
lity and Gratitude, he had now nothing in 
view but how to bring about the Enter- 
prize he was contriving. * 1

the Quiver of Amazons. jr i

C H A P .  VI.
Oreillane hoping for an extraordinary Suc- 

cefs from the Difio'tfery of this River; and 
being witting to have the foie Glory of itt 
leaves his General, and makes himfelf the
Head of this Enterprise.

' *

r'T"",0  this end Oreillane perfwaded his
1  Companions that the Country whi

ther they were arriv’d, was not the fame 
with tliat which their General had de
scribed; that it had not that meat Plenty 
the Caeiepse had told him he Thould find 
at the joining of the two Rivers; that 
they muft certainly float along farther 
to find that pleafant and fertile Coun

try,



try, wherd they might ftore themfefves 
with Provifions; and befides that, they 
aM faw there was no likelihood of getting 
up this River again, which indeed they 
came down an three days, but, as he be
liev’d, could not make the fame way 
hack again in the fpaee of a whole Year; 
that it was much more reafonable to wait 
for their Company on this new River, 
and that in the mean time it was necefla- 
ry for ’em to go feek Provifions. Thus 
concealing his Defign, he hoi fled up the 
Sails, and abandoning himfelf to thd 
Wind, to his Fortune, and to his Refo- 
lution, he thought of nothing but of pur- 
fbing the courfe ©f the River, till he 
fhould difcover it quite to the Sea. His 
Companions were Rattled at the manner 
Of his putting in execution the Defign he 
had been propofing to ’em, and thought 
themfelves oblig’d to tell him that he 
west beyond the Orders of his General j 
'and that in the extreme want he was in, 
they ought to carry him the little Provi- 
•fion they iould find; and that he had 
given fufficient Evidence that he had fome 
all Defign, becaufe he had negle&ed to 
-leave two Canoes at the Rankof thefwo 
Rivers, as the Gencral had appointed him, 
•for his Anm  to pafs over in.Thefe  Re*

mon*

14 d Difc&Very df



monftrances were made to him chiefly by 
a Dominican Frier nam’d Gafpard de Car- 
•vajal, and by a young Gentleman of 
Badajos in Spam, call’d Fernand Sanches 
de Vargas. The Confideration they had 
for thefe two Perfons occafion’d a 3Qdvi- 
ficin of the Company in this little Vole! 
into two Parties; and from Words tfcey 
were like to have fallen to Blows, but 
thatOreillane Rifling their Gratitude by his 
Diffimulation, by fair Proteftations and 
great Promifes appeas’d this Diforder. 
By means of the Friends he had in the 
Veffel he gain’d ihoft of the Souldiers that 
were againft him to his fide; and feeing . 
the two Heads of the other Party left 
almoft alone, he caus’d Fernand Sanches de 
Vargas to be fet afhore, leaving him quite 
alone, without Victuals ana without 
Arms, in a difmal Wildernds, bounded on 
one fide with high Mountains, and with a 
River on the other : He had more Pru
dence than to treat the Frier after the

the (River of A'tmzons* i $

fame manner, yet he gave him to under- 
Rand, that it Was not fbr him to pene- 

‘ trateany more‘into the Pretenfions of his 
Commander, unlefs he had a mind to be

’J : After thishe continued



Of his Refolutions, he let ’em k^ow that 
he afpir’d to a much higher pitch'd* Dig
nity than what he Might have obtaiird 
in the Service of Pizurre, that .he Ow’d 
every thing to himfelf ana his King j and 
that his Fortune haying as it were led 
hirp by the hand, to the greateft and 
moft defirable Difcovery that was ever 
made in the Indies, namely, the great 
River upon which they were failing, 
which coming out of Peru, and running 
from Weft to Eaft, was the fineft Channel 
in the new World, through which one 
might pafs from the Northern to the 
Southern Sea; that he could not without 
betraying them all, and without ravi/h- 
ing from them the Fruits of their Voy
age and Jnduftry,\make others flhare in a 
Favour which H^ven had reserv’d fdr 
them alone. That as for himfelf his t>e* 
fign Was to go into Spam, to beg of his 
Catholick Majefty the Government of this 
great Country all along this nofile Ri* 
ver; he promis’d thefti they fhotild be all 
Govfernours of Cables aha Towns, and 
have other Recoftipences proportionate to 
their Valour and 0 enefoft£y; that they,. 
fhould only follow him; that they knew 
him well; that he was not uncapahle of the

" ' ' J ' M i

%6
ill that were with hirfc for the frircefii
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__ defignVHd ask of the King, and
that it was certainly due to him for 
having made a jpilcovery of the Country. 
That as for the Oath lie had taken to 
Pizarn, liedifingag’d himfelf of it; that 
he wasrefdlv’d to be commanded by him ’ 
ho longer; that lie renounc’d the Power he 
had receiv’d from him, and would have 
no Otjfef Authority nor Command but 
Whkt lie ask’d of them, and what they 
woiild give him in naming him chief 
Commander, under the Kirig their Mafter, 
in tile Difcovery of this great River.

I «

the Quiver of Amazons.' t jr
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ClH A Pv VII.
-  . ’ \ *

GreiHane gives Ms ATfthej to this RHid. 
The Gharige Of theM m m kdigiikhh  

a Fable himfelf comj>ds*dy to 
1ijeovay ihe mote famous.

- I

IS Harangue Was1 followed With a 
[ gen&fcl Confeht to make him the 
l of this Biit^rtze..; 

life his Authority in giVn̂  his Natne tf 
tins great; and famous RivOr, and not con 
tent to know the courfe of it, he was de 
firous of difcovering the Country it wa
ter’d He therefore went aihbre to

C Provi-

t b .

;  v



Provifions, and to acquaint himfelfwith 
the Inhabitants: But he fpund the Peo
ple able to defend their Bread, and had, fe-
yeral Battels with the ISfatiyes, who let 
him know they were hot without Cou
rage; nay, they were fo Bout and tefhr
lute in the defence of tfieir Country, that 
the Women mix’d themfelyes with the 
Men in the Battel, and feconded them 
with admirable Brayery both in Qiootii 
of 4 rrowS) and in iftanding their Ground 
’ Twas this that gaveopcauon to OmUme*, 
that he might render his Difcovery more
confiderable^and glorious, to tell that he 
had .enter’d into, a Countr y of vail: Extent 
along this River, which was govern’d by 
Amazons, a fort of Women who had no

lb  A DifcoVery, of

Iren; and who came arm’d: at a cer-
\  ^ x  *  s "*.■ ^  *  * l K ' j  ^  J  : ' ■  x tllCFrontiers o f t e e  to

choofe themfelves Paramours, to prevent 
on: .Ann wus wastne n
yer .he h^d, firft t ^ ’d  ailsr
was, fii^e <̂ U’d the lliyer ■ -
However
he, advai^’d, t|ie: more all 
to concur to prpfper his Inhdqlity*

f
*

went
2 .



the fltfver of Amazons.'

U

i) *V»MMW ''*“*'* *. W V̂,
not fo warlike and favage as the others : 
They receiv’d him with a great deal .of 
Civility, and admired all that he and his 
Company did, and all C 
Ferfons, their Clothes,
Veflef, and every thing elfe: 
upon ’em as a fort of extraordiriatjr Men, 
Were willing to enter info an ahucable 
Treaty with ’em, and gave ’em as much 
FrovinOtt as they could defire.

1
y  i

‘ I '■ V , *
\ I • • ,

C H A P .  VIH; i
Oreillane fajfe's out of this, Ekfefhy^V^yn 

thdt goer i%to the Seftyar 
Cafe. His Voyage ‘ tfto Spain to ViL - 
the J^ng the Conqtieftdod 
of this Country. His utifortttMie Re
turn, aitd his* End worthy of 
ehery.

y  r t  * V s *

finding hiril l̂f in a Poftfo 
favourable to fife pefigos? ftbp’d 

here for fortie time, and ■ baus’d another 
" " to be made hWger f  -  -

_ they ’Were fob ___
etowd|dib it. He coOtiOiied thefe as 

^  ^ s  necelfafy1 tO v ihfofm nirrffiif
C  2 w»H
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well of ..the Country;! and hayajqj* taken 
lii,f Fapewel of the courteous:Indians, lie 
let ia $ .A f a r ,federal,‘days'$oyagp,- he 
ha^^y.atheto‘the\(>kce where this Ki-
m i m  «&?«&# mwith it:, and taking good notice , of the 
Flacefnepefiaiiy to hp obferv̂ cl for his Re
turn* he coa fad along a Cape, npyif (pall’d 
the J$rtK Cape, nco Leagues' frifanj the 
Ifiatitl tajfriffidada, and laiT’dfaie&ly thi
ther, where lip bought a Veffcl, in which 
he pafs’d into Spaih, and prefenteid liimfelF 
to the Emperor Charles V. .at Vailladolid; 
lie fo charm’d the Emperor with the a- 
greeable reOitkl* of his Adventures, and 
.with. the fair Erpmifes he made„ that ho 
obf̂ hi’cl three Shipsof him- in which, to 
return fitira wliehcfe lie came,- witli Or
ders to build Forts and Houfes in thofe 
places, t which lie faould. find tapft cairn- 
modidps, and . to, take pofaflioh of the 
Country in the Name of tliis IPrince. 
His Difpatches were foon given, but tile 
execution of ’em. was very tedious >for 
he was above fpv.cn dears' at itlteic^drt <jf 
Spain before he. cotild put; ftimfelf iftfa 
condition to fail. .About the, end pf the 
Year, 1*̂40* he irhbark’d with1 ail his 
Men; but was nofooher gottptliq,Latin 
tude, of the Cannes, but ,a contagious

; * ,* li i > ,I # « IK -
Diftem-

i
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Difternjjer palling frbm- one of 
into the others, to6lc off part of his Soul- 
diers, a coqfiderable number of ’em was 
carriedolf foon after by tlie feme Infefti- 
00) th$ lie, w*ls got nofurther thâ i’^ e -  
fferd,Whenhe was advis’d to.r£ttrih back 
t&Spxw: 'He w as fo rafh notwitliftand- 
iiig'as to continue his Voyage, and taCniO- 
mife himfelf the fight of tlW RitCr-of l^- 
mazovsfor all this.: And indeed he did fee 
ft, came to'the Mouth of It WitSliis
•  t . - r  - 9 ' \ ( ‘ if *  f - t  }  ! t  a

\ the fifever i f  Amazons.

idle orily
jhinilHffdtie1 of ‘*tegb
lf]ze, arid i v̂eral time  ̂f ...."  .

'HevVaSjifiJfihe; 
necemtatea to yield to Bis Fortune, nyhicli 
haclfqrfelcenhim, andftiffer’d hitftto’go 
td the place of' his Ruin. He wa& 
ihej •■ •aod ftpnS th&f£e
uppA a![ce!taih Ifiand call’d StMa?guiirit%
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C H A P , IX , ,
ifcovery thus begun in 1540, remain'd 

impeifetf till the Tear 1560, when a Spa- 
nijh Gentleman nam'd Orfua, aik'd leave 
of the Vics'Rcy of Peru to make this 
Dife'overy. His Equipage, and the be* 
ginning of his Voyage, and his parting
firm Quito.

H  E ill Suceefsof Oreillane's Voyage 
pool’d the ardent Defire the Spa

niards had for the Difcovery of thq River 
gf tJfmflzonsj and it feem’d quite exri$» 

:u|ih>d ;by the Civil W a r s Terpf?till 
n^ i^xquefsi deCaguete being Vice- Roy 
of thajt^ingdorn, a Gentleman ofTf/tvarre, 
namM -pater de Orfuaf who had always ,en-? 
tqitajn’d Thoughts worthy of his y great 
Cpurage, turn’d ffisipefigns pa this great 
Riypj-, and, believ’d die thpul|&, be more

felf‘to,.the Vice-Roy,, and .proposed hi$ 
Defign to him; who being well acquainted 
with his Merit, commended his Refclu- 
tkip,; and was. perfwaded, that if" fo, diffi
cult a patter mould fucceed, *t muft be 
by the Conduct of. lb brave k and wife a 
Commander. He immediately difpatch’d 
all necelfary Orders for him; and caus’d a ,

. Publi-4



the tfyWr of Arna&pns. { j
Publication of his Attempt ■ to-be' made 
throughout the Kingdom; , Moft of the 
Gentry came to offer their Service to Or« 
fua; who was fo much ity evpry one’s 
Efteem, that there was no Sotildier (b old, 
but would leave his Retirement with Plea- 
fure to fervc under fo excellent a General. 
His chief trouble was to return his Thanks 
to fo many of ’em as he cotild hot take 
along with him: he made choice of ljucb 
atnongft ’Cm as were mbft ifif for hisjpur- 
pole; arid to carry on 
ho defign’d, he made all necelf'ary PrSvi- 
lions f:
which all the Lords and the Inhabitants 6
tlrejo ^ns contributed w itlr a g rfii <).>.* •# . ... UCi• • yV}Jof Freedom and Liberality, Being

3 , , . .  ‘r » -*»r, . 'jn /* 4 t . >€ it*:*. ■*t *

from Cttfcom i  $&>,". with1 the
ons and good Wifhes of all^e JEidiabî hts
of that Plao3; he Was attended wfth aho ĉ

choice Souldiers, and witfi $l
verygotHSjtfdrftl, 

Being Well vers’d in the. Map of ‘Pe$f 
arid having for fonie timO been lavin' u ,‘

C H A P.
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C H A P . X.

t fM M l

TheffTragical Qtid of Orfua by the Revolt of. 
two of hti Officers, who were fallen in love 
with their GeneraPsLady, The yet more 
Tragical End of thoff )t\vo Rebels <fne 

\ . after Pother. And,, the Cruelty of one of 
fjiem againfi hit own Daughter. ?

* , o .

N E woulcfhavc hop’d an 4 ttemPt 
, fo wifely laid, and fo universally ap

prov’d, flioulcl have had a,happy Iflue: 
Yet never was any l̂ rojeft more unfyĉ efŝ  
4ft i\ fotQrjuabm taken with him one Doti. 

\ernand de Gufman,a young Man .who was 
Btelv come from Spam*and another more,

Oa < * y
he had made his Enfigni Thele two 
Wretches fell ip, Love, with their General

is.̂ ame was Agnes,
[; accompanied her Husband in all big 

Travels ; and thinking they liad a favou-
fco Satisfy tlieirLuft and Ami 

together, engag’d Orfufs Troops,to 
arid aifajffinated him.• ■ After this 

Tragical Ea£jt the ,1 raitors vv/io commit*- 
trid it, who the number of feven or 
**' “  were fo  a fkrifSt Confederacy, ele6tcd[

u ■» v ♦ a



Von Fernand (k Gufinan for their King \ 
whofe Mind was vain enough to receive

the Oliver o f Aroafeon?.' i f

he did not enjoy it long; fori tihofp ̂ veiiy 
Perfons’tbat had given him the Quality of 
King, gave him his Death’s Wound to'o,\ 
gnd JE>45«̂ r«<Aicceeded himj- who inade 
IiimfelrKing, inofwithftandiug the Re- 
monftrances of others: And naming him
self the Rebel and Traitor,he gave all thofe' 
he had gain’d to his Party to underiland, 
that he intended to make hirafelf Mailer 
of Guiana, of Peru, and of the new King
dom o f Grenada, and promised ’em ail the 
Riqhes of thofe great Kingdoms. His 
Reign was fo bloody and barbarous, that 
the like T y ranny wasfcarceever heard of 
hi idle EWorld : (Therefore the Spaniards to 
this day call him the Tyrant. However 
he commanded r Orfua\ Veifels, and went 
down the River Coca into the Amaz>omy 
hoping to obtain one of thofe Kingdoms, 
and fo jnakea confiderable Progrefs into it. 
Rut having enter’d the dynazone, he Was 
not able to mailerthe Current of it, and, 
fp was conilrained to fuffer himfolf to be 
carried down.to the Mouth of a River, a-
bove a thoufand Leagues from the place 
where he imbark’d, and was driven in
fo tlip great Channel which goes to the 
Gy . v North-



North-Gape, being the feme way OreiHam 
had taken before him. Going out of the 
Jk*azone,he came to the Ifiaoa of §t. Mar
guerite., which is to this day call’d the Ty- 
rant’s Port; there lie kill’d Don Item de 
Villa Jndrada, Governour of the Iflahd, 
arid Don ‘John Sermiento his Father. After 
their Death, with the Aftiffance of one* 
j him Burq, he made himfeif Matter of 
tile Ifland, plunder’d it intirely, and there 
committed unheard-of Barbarities. He

z 6  ' A TtifaTPery o f

kill’d all that oppos’d him, and pall from! 
thence to Suntan*, where he exercis’d the 
feme Cruelties: lie  after that defolated all
thofe Coafts that bear the Name of Ca- 
tacos, and ail the Provinces along the Ri
vers Venemdlo &tid Bac<tho, He then came '
to St. Marthâ  where he put all to the 
Sword, and enter’d the new Kingdom of 
Grenada, deligning to march from thence 
through Quito into Peru. In this King
dom he was forc’d to a Battel, in which no 
was utterly defeated, and put to flight, but 
all Ways being ftop’d, he found lb mull 
pei'ilh ; and therefore begins his Tragedy 
with a fort of Barbarity without Example.

jljlv itau* a

/
za, that had* follow’d him in his Expedi
tions, and whomhe lov’d'entirely. Daugh
ter ( fays he to her } I muft kill thee: I

de-
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th  Oliver of Amazons. v ?
«lefign’d to have plac’d thee on a Throne, 
but fince Fortune oppofes it, I am not wil
ling thou Ihouldft live to fuffer the Shame 
of becoming a Slave to my Enemies, and 
•of being call’d the Daughter of a Tyrant - 
and a Traitor. Die, my Child, die by 
the Hand of thy Father, if thou haft not 
Courage enough to die by thy o.WO* She 
furpriz’d at this Difcourfe, defil’d him at 
lean; to give her fome time to prepare'for 
Death, and to beg of God the Pardon of 
her Sins: This he granted; but thinking 
her too tedious in her Devotion, as fibe 
was praying upon her Knees h© fbot her 
through the Body with a Carbhie; but 
having not kill’d her out-right* he ftucfe 
his logger into her Heart. Sb&fallieg 
down at the Stroke, cry’d, Ah» Father, 
’tisenough! • : ,

Soon after her Death he was taken and 
carried Prifoner to the Ifland £ * Trsni* 
iasU, where he had a considerable Eftato. 
His Procefc was made, and he condemn’d 
to be quarter’d j ho was mrfjlicJdy execu
ted, his Houfes raz’d to the Ground, and 
the places where they flood low’d with

. Salt, as may bo fkm to this day*;«; j
*

CH A P.
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C H A P . X L
This Difcovery by theje fad Accidents conti

nued thus without any farther .Advance
ment, from the Tear 1 5 6 0  to j6&6} when 
two fefuits ventur'd to go and preach 'the 
Goff el along this River, arid were iher# 
martyr'd. Many other Attempts fornfid

Jtnce by'great Per font without Suecefs, ’ '
. * .  • . "  . ‘ * . \  \

* S '  * . i

Hfue ofthefe two En~ 
__ _ >ated tile Defires of o-

thers after l̂iis Difedvery to that degrefe, 
that rite laft Age paft without any farther 
hiiowfc f̂e of this great River: But our 
Age ĥ s twin more happy, and we have 
ieen this great Defign perfe&Iy executed 
hsftQtit- I n 1006; 'and'-. 1̂ 07* 'tWo 
Fafhds of ihe ĵ fuitsf Society mov’d With 
the ■ defire of rite Cdnvemon of thofe 
feait t̂^us'Pec l̂e  ̂Went from Quitdyatv6. 
pier-d’d asfarasI rite Province of the C<?- 
ftees, Wlte>f inhabit tliofe Parts ^het;e the 
Springs 'Of ; rite Beider Coca rife. Thd& 
good Fathers V e it Wiilihe t6 begin the 
Publication of the GofpeT among thefe 
People: But the Hour of their being call’d 
to the Knowledg of Qod was not yet 
" ' ’■ i ■ ' ' come;



tfofyiver of Amazons, ip
come; for they found thele Men fo cruel, 
and fo uncapable of hearing the Word, 
that they kill’d one of thele Fathers nam’d 
Raphael Ferrief, and made the other fly
for his Life*

In the Year idm . under the Reigp of 
Philip IV. King of Spain, Vincent Delos 
P*eyes de Villalobos, Serjeant-Major, Gover
nor and. Captain-Generalof the Country 
of the* Qgixps, refolv’d to attempt the 
Navigation o f the River Amazons; bat 
receiving an Order to quit his Govern
ment, he was oblig’d to day aflde the 
thoughts of this Adventure. Ahnze Mi
randa form’d the fame Defign^repar’d his 
Equipage, and took all necedary, ftecati- 
tions to overcome, all the DiiEeuIttes o f 
the Attempt, hut had. no: better \ fhcoefs 
than the others, for he dy’d ; without ha
ving fo much as feen this famous River. 
Before either of thefe two the General
Jofepfa de VHkmpyor Maldonado Governor 
of tfe Quixos, incited fay tlie fame M>- 
tiyesof the Glory, of God, the Grandure 
of the King his Rafter, and the Salvation 
of ip many Xnfjdels, had confum’d all lae
had in the World fo endeavouring toftt- 
tle lifoifelf amoa ‘
on the Boi ders of $hat wonderful River.

< cl .1
... I  .V r t f*.
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C H A P . XU.
The Commiffion the KJng of 'Spain fent to 

the Govermur of Brazil to mdke this 
Difcovtry.

* » •

T H E Spaniards were not the only 
Conquerors of the new-World, 

that exprefied fo earned; a defire to render 
themfelves Matters of thofo unknown Na
tions. The Portuguese were no left eager 
in the fame Defign, and knowing they 
were not for diftant from the Mouth of the 
River, they were willing to believe this 
Difcovery was referv’d for them. In the ‘ 
Year 1626, Bortito Maeulibm Governour 
of Para receiv’d a Commiffion from Phi
lip III. King of Spain, to put to Sea with 
fome good Ships for this purpofe, and try 
if he could overcome the Difficulties of 
this Difcovery; but he could not put in 
execution thefe Orders of his Catnolich 
Majefty, being call’d aWay by others mote 
preffing, which oblig’d him to go into the 
King's Service at Pherttamhuo,

In - id jj, and 16314. the King of Spain 
being extremely impatient to foe that Eft* 
terprize at laft fucceed, which had fo ira-

,
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ny times been in vain attempted, fent Very 
prefling Orders to FramefcoCoello Gover
nor and Captain-General of the Ifland of 
Maragudn, and of the Town and Fortrefs 
o f' Parar to arm a considerable Force tb 
attempt an efle£hiai Difcovery of this 
River: And dire&ed him in his Orders, in 
cafe he had no Officer near him upon 
whofe CoT’dufl he could depend for the 
execution of this Defign, to go inPerfons 
himfelf, becaufe he wasrefolv’d abfolutely 
tb know whether it were irnpoffible to go 
up this River, and to find the Source of 
it, and consequently its length. Cawaffe 
could not obey the King his Mailer, be
caufe he did hot ‘think himfelf id a Con- 
dkion to abferit himfelf feogn hi 
ment, and to-divid© his Forces at a1 time 
when h® $xp@&ed to be attacked by the 
Dutch, who were«nw$h^ to ibfe any 
opportunity of making theit* Defeentsin
to Brazil . But what he did not think 
feafible, without the help of a good num
ber o f Men and Veflfefej ivas happify ac- 
complifhed by the good- Forbane of two 
lifty-Friers' or the ■ Older o f Sr. Francis.

< • * ■;
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‘So

fFhat which fo many brave Men were not , able 
i to perform, was accompliJPdby two ~lM* 

, Friers of fib# Order ofSt. Francis, who
• « efcaped, the- hands of the Indiansl ' •> >

,... ;.■ v '  ■ : ;/*■  .. W'.y.ll
Town of St; Francis in t|ieProi 

, I  vinge o f; Quito, is one of the fineft
in Jrnericait is built upon One of tliofe

• ifupendpus! Mountains, which; the Spa
niards call. Cordeliers, and Tierras, half a 
dejgi-eeSouthof the
is it of the moft agreeable Temperature  ̂
ar^ the nioft plentfful and healthful PJacb 
inMl Ftr»j and is never mcommodedby 
e^effiyefjeat. Ip 1635,1636, and 16^7, 
Captain Johnde Palacios dialing undef* 
takentoatcsinpttlie Djfcovery Of this Ri- 
vgr*. to tha^end madeafmall Provision of 
Arjtpsfl deling rather to acquaint liimfelf 
with; ,the îCountry, and to pmple ir, tliari 
to fubdue the' Inhabitants of? thofe Pro-*
vmces t. .*

of the Order of .St; Francis,
it '  ̂ *4 *̂ « V " W ~ ^

to accompany him to eflaytlie Conversion 
of theie Barbarians, and promis’d them- 
felves more Succefs in this Work than the

Jefuits
t*
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, who jo  Years before had mad#
tempt, til) they fa\V one of their

number Father Riph'ad Fetrier 
by thefe Infidels, as above relab 

Thefe march’d with more 
and after a long Fatigue arriv’d at the 
Province of the long-hair’d Indians: This 
Country they found welljjeopled, but not 
being able to make any Eftablifhment here 
byreafon of the tough Treatment they 
met with from the Inhabitants* fortie of 
them gave over the Attempt, and return’d 
to Quito, but others were more refolute, 
and continued with Captain de Palacios,

uldiers that were
always faithful to him; But thefe 
almoft all deftroy’d in feveral Battels, in 
one of which at Ial| the ̂ a  j»airt himfelf

-well as they could, and the two 
|we have Ipoken of, one of whom was Dfo 

mie de Britto, and the other Atubrete de
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Province tO/Province upon thisgmat Ri
ver, they fiappily landed at.Prfftt, a City 
in Brazil̂  forty Leagues diftant from the 
Mouth of the Amazom Southward. The" , 4
Bortuguez poflefs it, and have made it a 
good Garifon, belonging to the Govern
ment of Maragnm, The two Lay-Friers* 
and the Souldiers were inquir’d of about 
their long and ftrange Voyage, 'but they 
were all eight of ’em fo ftupid, that -they 
had made no particular Remark -on any 
thing; only they teid tliey had pafs’d 
through divers Provinces of difiererit3 ar* 
Parians, who eat the Men which they 
take in War.. The two Cvrdiliersdffcr’d 
to return to the place ikttn whence they 
came, - provided they mighthavfea Veffel 
and Men granted, ’em to COriduQ: ’em, 
hoping they Ihould again hhd the fame 
Paflages of the-Rivers by which they came 
down, and fogethaOlc ogain as far as 
. Qtiito. They were brought frignBara to 
the City ofSt.Te<win Marognbn
Raimond de Noroma being then Governor
of thajt Place, who havings■ Zfeaftftfp the 
Service of Go ?̂ ns well }$s that rdf. the 
Kingj/was willingto'e^nlfo thefe 
tier-
done at Para. He-dilfcOhrsM f°
much Patienee land * Sweetne-& f pia^he

T made
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they went from Pern, that their Monafte- 
ry was in the City o f1 Quito; that they 
came out with many of their Brethren to 

to convert the wild People, but 
had a greater mind to eat 

tent, than to hear ’em preach; that their 
tain being dead, and their Brethrenput 

to Bight, they with ix  Souldiers had put
intoa ~



prizJej and'caus’d it to be publifh’d: at this 
News many offer’d themfelves to ferveoh 
this oqcafion. The Governor retain’d fiich 
as he thought moft proper for. htSDefign; 
and that he might have a Man capable of 
giving him an exafb account of all he ffiould 
fee during fo long a Voyage, he chofo 
Capt.Peter de Texeira, a Mari of Courage, 
Conduct, and Probity, to command the 
Fleet. This Gentleman with a great deal
of Joy receiv’d a Command fo (htable to 
liis inclinations, for he had been all his Life 
feeking occafions of ferving his King to 
the prejudice of his own private Intereft, 
and in the peril of his Life i and accord
ing to his delire he had the Glory of ac- 
complifhing the moft difficult, and moft 
illuftrious Enterprise of his time, tie 
parted from Para the 2 Zth of Ottober i 6 jy. 
witlrforty feven Canoos of an indifferent 
bignefs, wherein befides Ammunition and 
Victuals he embark’d feventy Pmugmm 
Souldiers, and twelve hundred Indians tb 
row; and to bear Arms, who together with 
their Wives and Servants made two thou- 
iu^Perfons: They enter’d into the niohth 
of the River on that fide that is neareft to 
Para, and happily avoided thofe Rocks that 
come juft to the furface of the Water, : and 

ie
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Seeing the end of their Voyage: indeed 
having no Guides upon whole Fidelity and 
Experience they could depend in fleering 
their Courfe; and befides, being fome- 
times carried to the South, and Ibmetimes 
to the North by the Violence of the 
Streams, they did not-make the Advance., 
they would nave done if  they bad been 
Us’d to navigate die River. Befides, Tex- 
eira being dbliged to provide for the Sub- 
fiftence of all tnofe Reople he carried with 
him, and perceiving hi? Provifions dinii- 
nifhed confiderably every day, was forc’d 
front time to tirne to fend Parties in ibme 
of the Canoos to make Defcents Ibme
times on Blands, and lometimes on the
Continent, to procure a Supply.

*

■ • - *  ;
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rom toe reople
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and from the length of the map; and the 
hdfpypefeent ofhis advanc'd Squadron in- 
to the Country of the Quixos, belonging to 
the Government of Quito.

# • i • n

H R. Travellers were not advanced 
half way their Voyage, before the

D $ Indians



Indians were weary of their Labour, and 
quitting their Oars, began to murmur, and 
make loud Complaints that they had been 
engag’d in fo tedious a Voyage. ’Twas in 
vain to tell ’em they wouldfoon be at the 
end of i t : they defil ’d Texeira to difmifs 
’em, and finding he put’em off from day 

•«to day, many tack’d about and return’d to 
Para. ( The General perceiv’d, that On this 
occafion he muft ufe Prudence rather than 
Force, therefore he did not caufe them 
that were fled back to be pUrfu'd, but en
deavour’d with all imaginable Mildnefsto 
hinder others from following their Exam
ple : To this end he treated the Indian#' 
that remain’d with very kind Words, and 
fo extremely pleas’d ’em with his Dif- 
courfe, that thofe that heard him ednvey’d 
it from one Canoo to another with thofe 
external Demonftrations of Joy and Satif- 
faftion, which they life to exprefs in their 
AflTertiblies, fo that they Imanimoufly cry’d 
from all the Canoos, that they wete'wil
ling Texeira Lhould continue his Voyage, 
and that they would never leave him. The 
General haVing given ’em his Thanks for 
their goodwill, caus’d feme Brandy to be 
diftributed through all the Canoos,afTuring 
’em they would in a little time arrive at 
the Place defign’d. And not content in

having

3 8 A “DifcoVery of



having fpfead this Report among ’em, to 
fix the Indians the more firmly in their 
Refolution, he thought it nccclmry to do 
fomewhat that might nill make a greater 
appearance for their Encouragement. To 
this purpofe he vifited all the Canoos, and 
chofe out eight: of the b,eft of ’em, which 
he loaded with Provifion, Souldiers and^

' t ^  . f *  % * . » f - . f r i  *

Rowers, ffe made Colonel BerntjUto Ro
driguez ̂ Oliver a, a Native of Brazil, Com
mander of this Squadron ; and having 
communicated his Defign to him, fent hint 
away with a Charge to fend him often fueh 
News as might be rpoft agreeable to the 
Indians. Oliver a was go ordinary Mat}, 
he had naturally a quick and piercing \$qt; 
and having been all his Life brought up 
with the Indians, he had fo well ftiidied 
their Actions and Countenances, tliat they
could hardly diflemble fo well, but he ppufd 
with one call of his EypdHcover what was 
in their Minds; fo that they look’d upon 
Wm as a Man that cpuld divine what ci
thers thought ; and from phis CTonceii u 
had not only a great Veperi 1 
but Rood fo much in awe

the (fijver of Amazons. } o

Canoos
in

he was to command were 7
P  4 ' ■ ‘ very



ery oj
yery willing to gq with liim. His 
were foinduftrious one while at their Oars, 
pad another while at their Sails, that the 
overcame all the Obftacles that preientei' 

n̂d fafely arriv’d on the 24 th of June 1638, 
at the place tohete th$ River of Pagmirn 
enters into the Jmazone. There is a Port 
near that place call’d after the Name of the 
•jUver, where the Spaniards had fortified 
themfelves, and had built a Town to keep 
the Quixos in fuhje&Ion, who had not ye£ 
been welt accuftom’d to the Yoke.

*  % *
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of General 
be gave for the Prefofoation
1 in, his Ahfence* . ■ . •
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the ti(jver o f Amazons,’ k  t 
General, to give
of his Voyage, and in now nrtie time ne 
plight alfo arrive at the fame place. This 
News being fpread through the Fleet, in-
fpir’d them with new Vigor, when their 
Courage was almoft exhaufted with the 
tedious length of their Toil and Hunger 
together. Texeira made an Improvement, 
o f this good Succefs like a prudent Man, 
and confirmed the Afliirance that had been 
given ’em of their near approach to the 
place where they were to land, and fol
low’d Bemdito with great Expedition: 
The Pmqgufz, and the lttdims perform’d 
their Ditty with great Emulation, and eye- 
ry day that cams about they concluded the 
next would be the laftof their Voyage, In 
jBne, the Day fomuch long’d for appear’d ; 
and the General, to acquit himfeif of his 
jPromife, landed all his Men at the mouth 
pf a. River that defcends into that of the 
4 m$omi tiirough the Province of thojfe 
Indians that wear their Hair as long as 
that of Women. Thefe People formerly 
kept a good Correfpondence with the 
Spaniards, and contented to their Eftabluh* 
ment in their Country: but having been 
forced to take up Arms againft Captain

the* »
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the Captain a Battpl, they re
main’d implacable Enemies to the Spa
niards. Th&Portugue» G eneral who had 
never been inform’d of this Rupture, was 
defirous to relrefh his Troops in this Coun
try, finding it to be a very fine, fruit
ful and commodious. place; he therefore 
pitch’d his Camp in the Angle of Land 
which was formed by the two Rivers, and 
having well intrench’d it towards the 
Plain, he there plac’d his Portuguez and 
Indians, and made Captain Veter Dacojia 
Favotta, and Captain Peter Bajou the cl^ef
Commanders over ’em. Thefc two wife 
and valiant Officers gave their Geperal the 
greateft Proofs imaginable both of their 
Conduft and Fidelity. They continued 
encamp’d in this place for eleven Months, 
in which time they endur’d extraordinary 
Inconveniences,for they were often oblig’d 
to fight with thefe long-hair’d Men to ob
tain a little Food to live upon; and many 
6f the Soukjiers fell fick, partly by the 
bad Difpofition of the Air, which could 
not be wbolfome between two Rivers, 
and partly fromtfo tedibiis a Confinement
to their Camp. • ’

C H A P .
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C H A P .  X V il.•v •• *•
The Arrival of the Portumez, at Quito. 

The general fey, and the Emulation of the 
Petit fugue z and Spaniards on the account 
of this Difcovery, ‘

T Exeira for his own part made the 
beft of his way with a few Mien in 

fome of his Canoos, to join Col. Benedito; 
and having receiv’d an account of him, her- 
left his Bark where the River ended,' and 
went on foot to find him in the City m  
Quito, whither he had arriv’d fotne days 
before. Th6 Coming of General Texeira 
compleated the Joy which all the Beetle of 
Quito, w e l l  theCfetgy as others, had re
ceiv’d from a Difcovery fo much defir’d 
by ’ein all. All the Poitugues were En
tertain’d and carefsM by the Spaniards 
wjtfr the Endearments of Brethren, not 
only becabfe they were all Subjects of the 
fame King, but becatife by their ■ means 
they were affur’d of a Way which they 
had never hithertobeen able to pals, on the 
fide of Peru, and which they law WaS 
now difeover’d from the Sea quite to die 
Sources of this famous R im . The Spa
niards boafted that they were the firft that

had



ifcoV&y Oj 
it from its Source to the*

ww* j w*%r w* D& w w«wv V»IV;
not only fail’d upon it, but hadpafs’d quite 
up it, made a thorow Difcovery of it, 
and knew it from its Mouth on the fide 
qf Brazil to its very Source near Quito, 
All the Religious Orders of that City were 
fill’d with extraordinary Joy, thanking 
<Jod for &e ray6ui\he had fhewn ’em in 
calling ’em tddrefc k Vineyard that had 
not been yet cultivated; and all offer’d 
fhemfelves wichgreat Readinefs to go and 
preach the Gpfpel in thofe Regions.
' « a m

v

c h a p . x v m .
The Return of General T-exeira to Brazil 

by the Rivox Amazmey find the Com* 
miffton given to. the Rfvfrend Bather 

„ Chriftopher d’Acugna a lefeity to ab~ 
jerveallthe Particulars of this D̂ cô .ety9 
and to give a Relation of them. J

O Vito is a Royal Seat, where there is$ 
Prefident and Affiftants: Tliefe Of

ficers considering the Importance of thi§ 
Difcovery the Pomiguez had made, and 
hpw much both the Interieft of Religion, 
and that of his Catholick Majeft.y flight 
fuSer, if an Adair of this Confcquence

fhould



fliould be neglected, were unwilling-ifcf 
take any mealures of their oWh,\ but on!| 
to write aboutietothe Count of C,binckon;9 
whbwasth«ir#ffer^ofP^; who havin 
deliberated oh the matter With the princ 
pat Men of the Council of Lima, which

;ns Court of that great King- 
,, j  an Anfwer to the Ptefident
*gtte} who was then the Licentiate !)<?» 

Aknie de Salazar, and requir’d hiin by an 
Order dated the ioth of November i6?8, 
to fend General Texeira to Para with all life 
Meri by the fame way he* came, and to 
furnifh him with all things neceffary for 
his'Voyage; he likewife! order’d him to 
choofe two Spansfh Gentlemen of good 
account, arid to agree with the Portuguese 
General that they might imbark with 
him, to make a faithful Report of the 
Whole Courfe they fliould freer m this 
long Voyage, that his Catholick Majefty 
might receive from Eye-witncflfes, and 
thofeof an irreproachable Reputation, a 
good account of whatths^haddifcover’d, 
or might farther obferve in their Return 

Many Perfons, zealous for

the Oliver o f Amazons*

(hare in fo great an Enterprise; 
amongft others Do» V & A r , u g m «  
Knight Of the Order of Cala$rav*,%m

• *

*
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fjeuteuarit to die Captain General of die 
Viowovof fta*. and Geme^r o£ Quito.

The &efpe&he have to his Prince made

£ and his Anoefiors

/mit him to fumiifli die Ammunition and
for this Adventure at his own

other Intereft in the matter, than that 2f  
ihis .Master well fervid. But the 

Vice-toy nothnowiag how iso ifparelmn 
Jftom the iFofLhe wasaSkeady in, after ha-

[,and
miwKSfimmcib ui eii__
eontinuemhis prefentStatkai; andrtoi 
dtify rhim, nominated his Brother *Fai

tty ithanitheiother̂  and counted it nofmall 
JHappinefs to be ;dble Itoy theft -means ® 
ftrvehis Prinae anib rimpattatitan 
ffion.

■cw» i w im urii f »  i
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Orders ty,Patents iffued from the Chanel 
ry of Qttito; the Purport of which was* 
that they Jfhould go without delay with 
the Captain Major Peter de . Texeira, 
that after they were arriv’d at Para 
ihould go into Spaw$ to give the Kii 
Account of all they mould obferveintl 
Voyage- Thefe Fathers readily 
the Orders they had receiv’d, and accord
ingly fet forward on the 16th of January 
IO J9, to begin a Voyage that laired ten 
Months before they arriv’d at Para, where 
they enter’d into Port the twelfth day of 
December in the fame Year- As 
&gito, they took the way o f 
Mountains on foot, from which that great 
River of the Amazones derives its Sources,

in it excels other Rivers, but is fo very
much augmented in its CoUrfe, that the
Mouth of it is eighty four Lfesguea ia 
breadth. Thefe Jefuitstcok all die care 
they could, and labour’d with all 
Accuracy to obferve every thing that 
worth a Remark; they took the Latin 
in every place of the River where 
could do it j, they took an account Of,tin! 
|sfames of all the Rivers tliat run into it, 
and of all the Nations that inhabitthe

* * 9

Borders of it : They took notice of the



Lands, of tlk G^n^fe of 
|iy? * of the Temperature of the 

ahcf 6? every thing that ister- 
tb the Life o f M an; they enter’d 

into Commerce with the People cjf the 
Country: in a word, they forgot nothing 
thdt they'thought might conduce to fur- 
nifh theni^With a perjfeft Knowiedg ojf 
fhbfe Provinces/ which had never been 
entii îy difcoVer’d tilt then. Therefore 
they that f^d this Relation, are defir’ 
one of thbfe Fathers, who undertook to 
etfpofe it to the World, not to disbelieve 
wlathe has Writteny becaufehe can prpye 
that whafhO afhrnis for a Truth, is rea^y 
fo; by ajboye thirty Spaniards and.

the Arhazons. .49

in
, veS the Reader wil| not 

makes noCohlcienceof af$ym-( 
in^thihl^. that are untrue in. a matter

*  v v * *  • * %'
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1 he general Idea which Father D’Acugna
‘ fjRiWi', ahdtheEiogmms he,
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view

N thb fafnOus River of Jm zm tM  
the richeli,' ihoft fertile, and belt
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peopled Country of Peru; and without 
m Hyperbole'tis the largeft and moft emi
nent River in this World ; it pafles through 
divers Kingdoms of a vaft Extent, and 
enriches more Provinces than the Ganges, 
that vaft River that waters part of the 
Ed# Indies; than the Euphrates> which af
ter It has run through Per//*, Conte? acrofs 
Syria to throw it felf into the &ea; or 
than the Nile, which comes out of the 
Mountains ofCuama, and puffing through 
Africa, and the moft barren Countries 
in the World, turns them into fruit
ful and delicious Provinces by the over
flowing of its Waters. In a. word, the 
River Amazone nouri flies an infinitely 
greater number of People, and carries its 
Frefh Water a great way further into the 
Sea, than any of thofe mighty Rivers, al- 
tho thefe have given their Names to entire 
Gtilphs/or troubled the Sea with their 
Waters to a confiderable length. A great 
many more Rivers fell into the Amazone 
than into the Ganges; and if the Banks of 
the latter are cover’d with gilded Sand, 
thofe of the former are fill’d with a Sand 
of pure Gpldf and the Waters that always 
wafli them are continually difeovering 
Mines of Gold and Silver in the Bowels 
of the Earth. In fliort, the Places it

waters
.t*
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waters are an Earthly Paradife; and if 
Men did but lend their Afli^ance to Na
ture in that Country as they do in others, 
all the Borders of that great River would 
be full of large Gardens perpetually fill’d 
with Fruits and Flowers: It fometimes 
overflows, its Banks, and thereby renders 
all the Ground fruitful through which its 
Waters pafs, and that not only for one, but 
for feveral Years. After all thefe extraor
dinary Improvements, the change of Sea- 
fons is not neceflary to the Provinces ft* 
tuate near this great River. They find 
every thing near ’em, abundance ofFifh in 
their Waters more than they can wifh; a 
thoufand different kinds of Animals in the . 
neighbouring Mountains, all forts of Birds 
in luch plenty as can hardly be imagined: 
The Trees alwaysloaded, with Fruit, the 
Fields with a •plentiful Cropland the 
Bowels of the Earth confiding of preci
ous Mines of all forts of Metals. In 
fine, among the vaft number of People 
that dwell along the Banks of this River, 
there are ftarce any to be feen but what 
are handfome, well shade, and very in
genious in all things they are concern’d
about. \1 \ '
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C  H A 1\  XXI.
* i *

The Source of ibis River, and the Emula
tion of all the Provinces of Peru about, it.

T ^ O  enter into a particular Hiftory of
JL. 5his ^iver. 1 (half begin . with its

Original: and as there have heretofore been 
great Cornells between eminent Cities a- 
bout the Birth of divers Hero’s of former 
A geslb  there is no Iels Emulation among 
the Provinces of Peru, which of them 
ihould be the Mother of this great River, 
becaufethe true Source of it is unknown 
to this day. The City of Limâ  as mag
nificent and as potent as it is, boafts that 
file has the .Mountains of Gannep and the 
Cavaliers within her Jurifdiaion, apd the 
Fountain-head . of the Atnaz>one leventy 
leagues above her: But this is npt the 
Source of it, but of another River that 
tuns into the Amazone, Others maintain 
that the Source of this great Ri ver pr o- 
ceeds from the Mountains of Moidam 
die new Kingdom of Granada, and is 
call’d the River Caquctta: but they are 
miftaken too, and confound the matter 5 
for the Caqaetta and the Amazone run fe 
parately above ieven hundred Leagues,

and



and when they come near together, the 
Caquetta feems to turn its Courfe, and 
running on the fide of the Amazone at a 
confiderabie diftance, thus continues it, 
till having at length pierced through 
the Province of Aguos, it comes to aad 
its Waters to that vaft River. But in 
a word, Peru in general claims the Ori- 
ghial of this great Work of Nature.

But the truth of this matter is, that the 
City of St.Francis, commonly call’d Quito, 
has the foie Glory of producing this great 
Wonder of the World. Eight Leagues 
from this City is found the true Source of 
this River beyond thole vaft Mountains 
that divide the Jurifdi&ion of this City 
from that of the Quixosr‘&t the foot of two 
great Rocksj one of which is call’d Gua- 
mana, and'the other Pule a, which ftand 
at near two Leagues diftance1 one from 
another. Between thole two Mountains 
is a great Lake, and in die midft of this 
Lake is another Mountain, which has been 
torn tip by the very Roots by an Earth? 
quake, and fo overturn’d in the Lake, 
which is very deep and large: ’Tis from 
this Cake that the great River of Ama
zons ̂ proceeds, within twenty Minutes of 
the Equirto&ial Line, Southern Latitude.

, the (River o f Amazons. 5 5
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C H A P .  XXII.
The Courfe of this River,, its Lengthy its 

different Breadth and Depth.
*

T His River runs from Weft to Haft, 
it continually coafts along the South 

fide of the Equino&ial Line, and is not 
diftant from it above two, three, four or 
at moft five Degrees in the greateft of its 
Windings: From its Rife to the Place 
where it empties it felf into the Sea, it 
runs notabove 1276 good Spanifh Leagues, 
tho Oreillane makes it 1800. It always 
proceeds in a winding Courfe, and by its 
great 1'urnings, which are like fo many 
Arms, draws into its Channel a great 
number of Rivers as well from the South 
as the North fide of it. Its breadth is 
different; in fome places Vis a League 
wide, in others two, three, and more; in 
other Places it does not widen it felf any 
more for a long fpace, as if it were to a- 
mafs all its Waters, and its whole impe
tuous Force together, to difeharge it felf 
by a Mouth of eighty four Leagues broad 
into the Sea.

T he narrowed Place of this River is. a 
quarter of a- League, or a little Ids, in

t\yq



two Degrees two thirds of Southern La
titude.

This Strait by the Providence of God, 
is fitly fituated tor the building of a Cita
del to flop the Courfe of the ftrongeft EU 
nemy that fhould enter by Sea through 
the Mouth of this River; and if an Itoe- 
my fhould come down by a River that 
runs into the Amazon call’d Rionegro, by 
building a Fort juft where this River en
ters into the Atnazonê  this Paffage may be 
fo fecured, that any that fhould attempt 
to get through it may be eafily hindred. 
This Strait is three hundrijd and leven- 
ty Leagues from the Mouth of thcRiver, 
from whence with Canoos and other light 
Veffels with Sails and Oars, timely Ad
vice might be given in eight days of the 
Arrival of any Veffels, that the Fort at 
this Strait might put it felf in a pofture of 
Defence, and ftop the Enemy’s Paffage. 
The Depth of this River is in feme Fla-

the Quiver of Amazons. y y
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negro, which is near 600 Leagues, there’s 
always at leaft thirty or forty Fathom of 
Water in its greateft Channel. From 
thence upwards the Depth of it is un
certain, fometimes twenty, fometimes 
twelve, and fometimes eight Fathom:

F. 4 But.
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But at its Beginning it lias Water enough 
to carry the largeft Veflels: For tho the 
Current he very fw ift; yet every day 
without fair there rife certain Ealtern 
Breezes, that continue three or four Hours 
together, and jlbmetimes a whole day; 
which hold back the Waters, fo as to re
tain the Stream in a degree bf Motion that 
is not violent.

5 6 A VifcoVery of
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: C H A P .  XXIII.
The great number of IJlands in this River, 

and, the means the Inhabit Ants afe for the 
Prefervation of their Roots at the time of 
its Inundations.

1

r" I  “’His River is all full of Inlands of all 
1  Sizes, and in fo great humber, that 

they are not to be counted, many of them 
being very near one to another. There arc 
fome four or five, others ten, and others 
20 Leagues in compafs. That which is in
habited by the Toupinambi, of whom we 
fhall fpeak hereafter, is above too Leagues 
about: There are a great many very (mall 
I(lands, which the Inhabitants of the 
Country ufe only to fow their Seed in ; 
but all of thefe, and the greated part of 
the large ones,a re overflowed by the River

every



every Year; and fhefe regular'Inunda
tions dp foenrich them with the Slime and 
jMisd it carries' along with it, that they 
would never become barren, tho they 
ihpuld he every year Town, with IV* 
ea or Maohhoea, which are a fort of 
Roots, which ferve tlie Natives in/lead 
of Bread, and with which the Earth fur- 
nifhes them in great abundance.

Tho thefe frequent Inundations fcem to 
be Attended with great Inconveniences; 
yet the Author of Nature ha? taught thefe 
Barbarians to make a good Improvement 
of them. Before thefe Floods come, they 
gather in ail their Tuca, of which Root 
they make a fort of Bread called Cajfave, 
which is ordinarily ufed in all thcCoall? 
of Brazil, and in many other Places b t̂h 
of the Continent and Blands of America.: 
They make great Caves in the Ground, 
wherein they put thefe Roots; and having 
well floppM them up with Earth, leave 
’em there as long as the Flood lulls: this is 
an infallible way of preferviiic thofcRoots 
which otherwise would be lubjeQ: to rot 
with the exoedive mpifture of the Ground. 
When the Waters are run off, they open 
thefe Caves, and take out their Roots, 
and eat them, without finding them zi all 
the worfe for lying in the Earth. Thus as

Nature
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Nature has taught the Ant to ftore up 
Food enough to nourilh her all the Yean
no wonder flie has taught the Indians, 
as barbarous as they are, how to preferve 
their Provifions, feeing the Divine Provi

dian. of Beads.

The Bread and Drink made 
tants of thefe IjtandSf 
border on this River \ and 
forts of Fruits, Roots and Grain they
live upon. '

He Roots of Yuca we have been 
fpeaking of, ferve thefe People for 

Bread, which they eat With their other

To make the Bread, they fqueezc out all

pound it, tilj ’tis become a kind of 
of which. they make great Cakes, and 
bake them in an Oven; this they callCt 
(hve, whicli h£s a very 
When *tis hew, but after one 
very dry, fb that it may be kept feveral
Months \ they ordinarily put it on the tops

of



of their Huts, that it may keep the more 
dry. And when they have a mind to make 
their Drink,they take thefe dry Cakes, and 
temper them in Water, which they boil 
as long as they think fuiBcient, over a 
gentle] Fire: This Pafte .bod’d thus in 
Water,makes a Drink fo ftrong by its great 
Fermentation, -that it fuddles, ’em like our 
Wine. They ule tjiis Drink at all their 
AlTemblies and Entertainments, as when 
they inter their Dead, when they receive 
any Guefts, when they celebrate their 
Feafts, at their Seed-time, and Harveft; 
in a word, at all times when they meet, 
this Liquor is the Spirit that animates ’em, 
and the Charm that holds ’em together. 
They make belides this, another fort of 
Drink, with a great deal of wild Fruit, 
of which they have extraordinary plenty; 
this they peel, and put in Water, with 
which when it is well mix’d, it foon by 
Fermentation acquires fuch a Savour and 
Strength, that it often has a more agree, 
able Relilh than Beer, which is fo much 
inufe in many Nations. They keep thefe 
Liquors in great Earthen Velfels, as they 
do in Spai/t, or in lelfer ones, which they 
make of the Trunk of a hollow Tree; 
or elfe in Baskets made of Ruflbes, which 
they cover within and without with a fort

of

1
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of Pitch,' fo that they sd6h’t /leak in the' 
ieaft. Tliis Bread arid Drink are ribtthe

(  ̂  ̂ I ' f * «

only Provifions they live upon ; they have* 
niariy other forts of Food in life artiorigft 
’em, befides Fruit of various kinds, as 
Bonanes, Ananas, GouyaVes, Amos, and! 
a fort of very pleafarit Chefnuts, which' 
at Peru they call AlmmArad de la iVem t̂hat 
is Mountain-Almonds; but the Truth* is,' 
they are rather of die Figure of a Chefniit 
than of ah Almond, becaufe they gi'Ow 
in Hulls that are briidy, like thole of 
our Chefnuts: They have Palms of va
rious kinds, C oco-Nuts, and Dates that 
are very well tailed, tho they are ■ wild,' 
and many.other forts of Fruit, that are 
produced only in hot Countries. ‘ Th'fy 
lave likewife divers kinds of Roots, that 

are good Food, as Batates, Yuca, Menfa, 
which the Portuguez call M&cHach&rd) 
and Cajds, which are like our Saligdts, arid 
others, which are good both to roll and 
boil, have a pleafant Reliflv and are ve
ry nourishing.

t , ;
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jtbegreat Plenty. of.WfiinthirRpVtr^ and
which its the heft fort of thetn,' ’

u i *  ̂ 1l i «/ ■ -: • ' ‘ ?
' Ufli is Ib'coriimon with ’em* that when

' l '
z*

_ ariyoneottersatto 'em*
bially fay* E’ne piit it in your owh DiJh. 
Thfere is id great a; number/of I ’6m in the 
River, that without any other Nets than, 
their Hands, they can take ’as many as they 
pleafe. Butthe PegeBuey is as at were 
the King of all „ the Fifh that fwitn in 
the River Awazohe, from its Source dll it 
difcharges it felf into the Sea; i *Tis not 
to be imagin’d what a deliciouslTafte this 
Fifh has, ariy/One tl̂ at eats ip, would think 
•it tq-be rrtoft excellent Fletowell feafon’d ; 

his Fifh is as blg,asaH eifcy^a Year 
a halfjold, ithas a HmdfanqRam 

like thofe pf a Heifer,: and tlfe Body Of It 
is; ,ai| .cover’d With Hair, ;like :the Briftles 
of j a; white, Hog?; ifcjfWimiWith* two little
Arms, arid under its Belfyritahas; Teats 
with which it fuckles its young Ones: The 

.Skirt of it is vei-y, thick, and wheii *tis 
drefs’d into Feather it feryesto make Tar- 
g t̂rtlWt.are ĵProbf agjnntt a MnjTmiet Bul
let. This FijTh feeds upon Grais on the 
Bank of theRiver, likeanOx, fron) which 
it r̂eceives fo good NOukilbhienC) and is 

■ ) ’ • of



of lb pleafant a Tafte, that a Man is more 
ftrengtlien’d and better fatisfied in eating a 
fcnall quantity of it, than in eating twice as 
much Mutton: / This Fifh has net free Re- 
fpiration in the Water, and therefore often 
thrufts out its Snout to take Breath, and is 
by this means difcover’d to them that fork 
after it. When the Indians get the fight of 
it, they follow it with their Oars in little 
Canoos; and when k appears above Water 
to get Breath, they throw at it their fort of 
Harping-Irons made of Shells, with which 
they flop its courfe, and take it : when they 
have kill’d it, they cut it into good pieces, 
and broil it upon Wooden Grates, which 
they call Boucm; and being thus drefs’d, 
’twill keep good above a Month; They 
have not the way of faking and drying it 
to keep a great while, becaule they have 
no great quantity of Salt, and that which 
they ufe to fealbn their Meat is very rare 
with ’em, and is made only of the Allies 
of a fort of , Palm-Tree, fo that ’tis more 
like Salt-Peter than common Salt.

Note. TJiis Pege Bkfy is very common in all (he Rivers 
along the uxift o f  (he Continent, uni is call'd by 
(he Engljfh Mamth There i.s $ great Vend for 'em 
in the Antilles or Antego-{(lands, whither die Captains 

1 o f Merchant-Ships carry 'em, who buy 'em of* the 
Indians that foh for 'em in the Risers, for Knives 
and ^ills, and make the Sca^nen bone ’em abd ftlt 
êni, that they may keep till they have opportunity 

to fell 'em. :
C  H A P.
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C H A P .  XXVI.
The Means the Indians ufe to freferve their 

Fijb in thofe Seafons whereto they can nei
ther fjb  nor hunt.
S '* '

T H O the Indians don’t know how 
to keep their broil’d Fifh very long, 

yet they fuftain no great damage by it, 
becaufe Nature has given themlnduftry. 
enough to get frclh Meat all their Winter, 
which i$; the time of the Rains, during 
which they can neither hunt nor filb. For 
this purpofe they make choice of fome fit 
places where the Floods can never come, 
and there they dig a kind1 of a Pond of a 
moderate depth, i to hold a good quantity 
of Water, which they inclofe round with 
a Panlado of Stakes; they bring Water 
into thele Ponds, and keep ’em always 
full, that they may ufe ’em as Refervers 
for their Winter Provifions. At the fea- 
fon when the. Tortoifes come afhore to 
lay their Eggs, the Indians go to lie in 
Ambulb in the places where they know 
they ordinarily come; and when they fee 
a fufflcient number upon the Ihore, they 
goj^d turn,’em upon their Backs, to hin- 
def ’em from retreating; and when they 
nave thus fecur’d ’em, they begin at their

ieifure



leifure to carry ’em to their Refervers: 
for this end* when they are at any eonfi- 
detable dilbmce from their Huts, they 
firing a(i .tlieir Tortoifes . together \Vitli 
great Cords through holes that they make 
on the top of their Shells, and turning ’em 
upon their Feet lead ’em to the Water, 
wheie they! tie’em to: their Canoos, and fo 
make ’em follow them home: when they 
are got home, they put ’em in their Re- 
fervers, and unloofc ’em, feeding ’em With 
the Leaves artd Brandies of Trees which 
they throw into them, and take ’em • out 
to fpend as they waiit ’em. One of thefe 
Tortoifes, is enough to feed a numerous 
iFamily. fome time; fo that ’tis not to be 
wonder’dat, that thfefe Indians arc never 
reduc’d to Scarcity, feeing they make Pro- 
vilion of fo great a number of Tortoifes,
having commonly above a hundred in each 
Referver; fotliat the proportion they pro
vide for each Ferfon in their Families is 
enough to maintain feveral People. Thefe 
Tortoifes are as large as thofe Targets 
Souldiers formerly us’d to defend them- 
felyes withal, and their Flelh is as good as 
that of a Heifer. At tte time of tlieir 
laying, fome Females are found.withi|wp 
or three hundred Eggs in their Belly big
ger than thofe of Pullets, and as good, tlio
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not of fo eafy Digeftion. At one Seafon 
of the Year they are fo fat, that a godd 
Barrel of Fat may be taken out of^emj 
which is as good as Butter, and being 
falted a little,taftes extraordinary well, ana 
keeps very well ,too; this will riot only 
ferve to fry Fifb, but is likewife as good 
for Sauces as the beft Butter in the World: 
fo that thefe Barbarians have no abfblute 
need of our Commodities, but make as 
good Provifion for their Neceffities, as the 
moft civiliz’d Nations in the World can do. 
’Tis not amifs further to remark two things 
in refpeft of thefe Tortoifes; one is, that 
after they have made a Hole in the Sand 
above the Bounds of the highcft Tides, 
they lay all their Eggs at a time, one after 
another, after whicn they carefully cover 
them up with the fame Sand they have 
digged up to make their Neft, fo that ’tis 
impoHible for any to difcover the place of 
it. Then they return backwards into the 
Water, to prevent the notice of their, true 
Track, and never come afhore again till 
the next Year, leaving their Eggs to be 
hatch’d by the Heat of the Sun, which is 
always accomplifh’d in forty days; after 
which the young ones are ken to creep 
out of the Sand, being about the bigncfs 
of a Crown, and thus in a train, like Ants, 
they make to the Water. The other Re-

mar^F



mark is, that the Sea-men bone ’em, and 
jfylt them, and fo carry ’em into all the 
Colonies of the Antego Inlands, a Trade 
in which many Captains and Merchants 
Have found their Account.

66 A DifcoVery of ,

C l t A f .  XXVII.
The Prudence thefe People have been taught 

by Necefftty, and the Confidence they have 
in the abundance of all things which they 
enjoy.

n p H  E Indians of this happy River
1 make this prudent Provision I have 

been ipeaking of, for a Seafon wherein 
they feem to want every thing; but their 
Winter being paft, thetr Fears are carried 
away with it, and they have plenty of all 
things; fo that they never take care for the 
Morrow: and becaufe they don’t think 
of wanting any thing the enfuing day, 
they make no other Provifiori for it, than in, 
feeding themfelves well to day, that they 
may be the fhonger and more ready in 
fecking their Food to morrow. They have 
all imaginable Dexterity in catching all 
forts of Fifli that are in this River, arid 
have as many, ways for it as there is diver- 
fity of Seafons. When the Inundations* 1 
diminifb, and leave lakes in the lower

f  parts
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parts of the Lands that have been oyer- 
nowM, tljey have a very pleaiarit Trick 
to talie the Pirn that are left in thofe 
places: T(iey ftrike the Water with two 
or tliree flat Sticks, with the noife of 
which the Fifh are no fooner ftunn’d, but 
they cobie up to the top pf the Water, as 
if they were dead, and fuffer themfelvesto 
be taken up with the Hand: Not that it is 
the Noife that produces this Effeft, blit 
the Quality of the Wood, which makes 
the FiTh drunk. The Gdtbis who are the

m, iriake ufcof it, and call it Inecoun 
iiutfche moft conimon way of.fifbii 

which they life at all times, and oh a] 
occafionSj is with an Arrow which they 
dart .with one hand From a fmooth little 
Board Which they hold in t’other. This 
Arrow having pierc’d the Fifh, lerves in*, 
ftead of a Cork to lhew which way it 
riioves when it is wounded; they purfue 
it ih their Carioos, and getting hold of 
the fend of the Arrow they draw up the 
Fifh with i t : they catch all forts of Fifh 
after, this manner, , neither (mall nor great 
can efcape their Weapons. And there are 
fq many forts of ’em in this River, and all 
6f ’em fo excellent, that it would be too 
tedious a bufinefs to give an ample po* 
fcription of ’em. There is one amonglt

F 9 ' the



the reft which the Indians call Paraque, 
which refembles a great Eel, or rather a 
fmall Conger, which has a very ftrange 
Property; for if a Man takes it in ms 
Hand while ’tis alive, immediately a Cold- 
nefs and Shivering feizes him, as if he 
were taken with a fit of an Ague; but the 
(halting prefently ceafes upon letting it go 
out of his Hand again.

6 8  A DifcoVery of

C H A P .  xxvm.
4

The abundance of Game that is found neat 
this River; and the divers forts of Ani
mals the People of thefe Countries live 
upon.

T O prevent the Difguft thefe wild 
People might have of Fiflb, tho it 

were never lb good, if they (hould always 
be forc’d to feed upon it, aqd to (atisfy the 
Defire they might have of iometimes eat
ing Flelh, Nature has render’d the land 
as favourable to ’em as the Water; for 
it produces Animals of all kinds, as well 
for the Neceflity as for the Delight of its 
Inhabitants. But among others there is a 
Creature call’d Dautea} of the bignefs of a 
Mule, and very like one both in Colour 
and Shape, the Flelh of which is as good 
as that of a young Bullock, only it has a

more



more faint and waterifh Tafte: Tliey have 
likewife a fort of Hogs in the Mountains, 
that are neither of our domeftick, nor of 
our wild kind of Swine, but of a particular 
Species, which have a fort of Vent upon 
their Backs, like a Navel. All the We(J- 
Indies are ftor’d with this kind of Animals: 
Their Flefli is very good and wholfome, 
and at leaft may compare with that of the 
wild Swine that are taken in fome Forefts 
in Europe. Bolides thefe, there is another 
fort refemblingour Domeftick Hogs: they 
have alio Renadost Pacos, Cottas, Ignanats, 
Agotis, and other Animal; which are pe
culiar to the Weft Indies, and are as good 
as the moft delicious forts yve have ip Eu
rope. They have alfo Partridges, and tame 
Poultry like ours, which have been 
brought to ’em from Peru, and which 
from one to another have beep fpread 
throughout the Coafts of the River of 
Amazons. The many Lakes they have 
up and down breed a multitude of Geefe, 
and other Water-Fowl. *Tis very re
markable how little Pains their Game cofts 
’em: We often had experience of it in 
our Camp. Every Evening when our 
Men went alhore,after they had caus’d the 
Indians that were of dur Party to make 
us as many Huts as were neceitary to lodg 
us (which took up fome time); bur

F 1 ' Com-
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Company feparated, Tome went a hunting 
in the Mountains 'w ith thpir Dogs, others 
went upon the Oliver with tluir Bows 
and Arrows, and in a few hours time we 
Hiould fee’em return loaded with more
Fifli and Venifon than all our Men could, *  »  % * * ■ ’ *

eat; and this was not once or twice only,but 
throughout our whole Voyage, not with
out our great Admiration; whiph gave us 
occafion to attribute this great Abundance 
to the mighty and liberal Hroviaencp of 
that God, who once fed five thoufand Per- 
fons with five Loaves and a few Ĵ ilhes. * 7
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C H A P .  XXIX.
7 he agreeable Temperature of the iff 4% 

this Country; what it is that makes Win
ter there, aud whether thq Heat be great, 
it being under the fin#, fhat }here is 
but one Incpnvettiewj there.

A PD along t^is River, and in all the 
X J L  neighbouring Provinces, tfye Air ®  

fo temperate, and the Sjê fpps, of tl#  
Year fo regular, that there’s no Rxcefs ei
ther of Heat or Cojld, nor any troiiplefoi^e 
variety o f Weather; For tho tljpre is ever 
ry Year a kind of Winter, yet yj apjesnor 
proceed from the different Cpmffepf the 
Planets, or Pittance o f tlip Sup, #>/• that

' -always- s  / I \
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always rifes and fets at the fame hour. 
That which moft incommodes ’em is the 
frequency of the Inundations, which leave 
a great Dampnefs in the Ground, and by 
their overflowing the Plains, hinder’em 
fcveral Months from fowing add gather
ing in the Fruits of the Earth. By thele 
Floods they diftinguifh the Winter fropi 
the Spring throughout all feru : they call 
all that time wherein the Earth produces 
no Crop, the Winter; and they call that 
Seafon the Spring, which they employ in 
fowing, and garnering in not only their 
Mdze, which is the principal part or their 
Harvcft, but <ill the other Product of the 
Ground, whether t|ia't which growsfpop- 
taneoufly, or by Cultivation 
undations happen twice a, 1iea.ra.ii aion 
the whole Extent of this River.

We haye obfer v’d, that thofe who dyvel) 
near the Mountains of fuffsr more 
Heat than thofo that inhap|t? alot^thisJG- 
ver towards the Sea; thei rrafori is, he- 
caufe there c6rae Breezes fndfti ̂ he 
of the Northern Sea, that confirm  ̂two? 
three or four hours iji a day,^nd io^tjimes 
more; thele W indsextr^|aj|y;^^)^p 
Air, and are a jgreat Comfort tq thpfe ~ 
pie that are lefa remote from t,% Sea.

■ Howpver̂  it muft be laid that the high- 
eft degree of Ffeat, even in the Mouh-

F 4 tains
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t&ins themfelves, is no greater than is at 
Panama and at Cartagena; for however 
violent it be in it felf, it is every where mo
derated by the gentle Winds, which blow 
every day, and not only render the Air to
lerable and agreeable to the Inhabitants, 
but have befides the Property of preferv- 
ing all their Vifluals and Stores from cor
rupting. I have had the Experience of it 
my fel? in the Wafers we carried with us, 
which at the end of five Months and a 
half fince we parted from Quito, were as 
good as if they had been newly made. 
This made me and my Companion won
der the more, becaufe in our Travels in 
alrnoft all other Parts of America, we ob- 
fertr’d, that Bread and other things of the 
leaft Subftarice corrupted in a little time. ,
„ And tho all this long ft retch of Land is 

fo near the Equino£HaiiJne, yet the Heat 
of the Sun is not at all hurtful, nor the 
Evening 'Air neither, tho it be very cool
andmoift. I have good reafon to teftify 
this, for, during our whole Voyage! have 
commonly pals’d whole Nights in tjjie o-

y% 4  pifeoVery o f
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of our Meh that came from cold Conn*
: ■ • ( n » ‘ i

tries had Agues, but were all cur’d by 
bleeding three or four times. We neither 
felt, nor heard of any Ibeh bad Air along 
this River, as there is in almoft all other 
places of Peru that have been difcover’d, 
where People are fometimes in a moment 
taken with violent R, humatifms through
out all their Limbs, which could not pro
ceed but from a Hidden Corruption of the 
Humours, and which in feme degenerated 
to an incurable Palfy, and coft others their 
Lives. In a word, were it not for the Heats 
which are in moft of the inhabited Parts 
of Peru intoler able, the Country of the 
River
ration De term'd anmn

’ > ■ \ t
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The Beauty of this Country, and, the abun
dance of Medicinal Simples, Plants and 

i .......
i !  ' : ’

His fweet Temperature of the Air

per
pofitiono 
Were more and 

more
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more fine, and more cuveriifneo, as 
emulated one another, ancfmade us 
that Ait had yet a great deal to leafri 
of Nature, when fhe aifcovers her fetf a f 
ter lb excellent and fhrprizing a manner. 
The Ground is very low in molt places nefir 
the Banks of the River, but rifts gradiiaify 
at a diftance, with little -Hills that ad jointo 
curious Mains-all cover’d with Flowers  ̂
without fo rpuch as a Tree; beyond thefe 
are lovely Vales all clothed with Gi 
and Herbs, preferv\l continually green b 
the refrefhing Rivulets that run through

Beyond all this Extent of Ground are 
Hills riling one'above another, till they 
makethofe high Mountains whichextend 
from one end. of Peru to the other, call’d
Cordeliers, becaufe they are rang’d in Order, 
as if they were plac’d by a Line or Cord.
- There area great many Thickets that 
produce all forts of Simpleŝ  Hyhich the 
Indians know Jiow to ufe for the Cure of 
their Difeafts. There grow CaJfia~Ttees% 
which bear the heft G.$a in alfthfe tniksk

: that 'are Very * good ' for Wounds 
and Rtuifts ; arid aprodigioosquantity of 
Honey, which the Bees on all Odes make 
in Ihch abundance, that the ftbre-of It is
not to is as to 

cat,





Cedar that was thirty Hands breadth in 
Compafs ; the Poplars are almoft all of 
that fize, and excellent Timber for build
ing either for Sea or land. Thofe Trees 
which are known in the Country, are for 
the moft part Cedars, CJibes, Pdohierroy 
and Paldcoloradof and other fuch like, 
which are no fooncr cut down, but they 
may be fafely ufed; and the Velfels that 
are made of ’em may be launched as foon 
as they are finifbed. There is no need of 
any of the Materials of Europe for the 
building of ’em in thofe Parts ; but only 
of Iron for the forging of Nails, and o- 
ther pieces of Smiths Work necefTary to 
the budding of great and fmall Velfels. 
All other things are found in this 
in great Plenty : The Inhabitants 
Cables of the Bark of Trees; i"
Pitch' and Tar as good as are to be had in 
Europe ; and they have Oil either to ren
der it firm and folid, or to temper its 
Hardnefs; one fort of which they draw

Trees. Theyjtnake a fort of Tow, which 
they call dntiiray fo good; that rio better 
can! be ufed for the caulking of V

ton abundantly furdifhes ’em with Stuft to 
make Sails, and this grows the befi: of all



the fmall Seeds they fow inr their Fields. 
And after all, there are fo great pumbers 
of people, that one might have as many 
Work-men and Sea-ftien as one pleas’d for 
the building and manning of £s many Gal
leons as one ihould think meet to put up
on the Stocks.

the G(}ver o f Amazons. 7 7

C H A P .  XXXII.
Four things which abound on the Banks of 

this River, which are capable of inrtching 
great Kjngdoms.

'Here are tour tunas Ri-
ver, which being well manag’d, 

would be capable of enriching many King
doms j the firft is Wood for building, of 
which there is feme found of a rare and 
particular Colour, like fine Ebony; and 
there is fo prodigious a quantity of com
mon Wood* that is worth tranlporting, 
that how muc?. foever fliould be carried 
way, the Country can never 

The fecoiid thing is the
which feryes for the C om p ofi__ __
colat ; with thefe the Banka of the Rivei 
are - Covered, and throughout our whofc 
Voyage, our Men cut Icarce any thing 
elfe to make Huts Of for our Camp.; Tha 
Tree; is very much efteem’d for its Fruif
• • - t v i * . t ; 1 ‘ > ' . ■ •• 4  V . *' ’ 4
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i$. EVfefy Fbbt df tliiS Tree wlfj produce 
bight Sllvef'Rials, all tharges paid* And 
it rriky eaiilVbe ibbpdS’d trie(c1S fid iieed of 
great Ikbbiii* tb dlltiVate thbfe l>bes along 
this River,j feeing Nature, Without the 
Afliftance of Husbandry and Art, makes 
’em bring forth Fruit in id great abundance.

The third is Tobacco, of which there 
is a fltdcligioits duatifity aldhfe this AWet,
Whitii vfery rmicH bfteehi’a by &n the 
Natives; fo that if it were fdltSd With 
that Care this Plant requires, it would be 
the Beft Tdbaccbiti the World; btcaufe in 
the Judgrriefit of ttiofe that under ftand it, 
there can’t be defired a better Soii ihcf fcli- 
tjiat forthfefdrtdf Plant, than WhatiS to

E

, Anti for the M e bf which 
o'̂ lhioft it Would be Very Well 
While tb ftî Ke'
bliifhtiieiits a(l6ng this ftWer,i$ 
is the fohrth thing; ArttJ the **“•
it is rfioffe hbhbUfaDle, as Well 4S 
iubre fut6 and greater fdr a 1

that 6f the tdit. And noW fihbe W& 
att! ihgag’d id a w ar 
ought to ekeite an Edrtiulatibh iU Us, s 
rriake Us ttf fdrhifhduffeiyes

with

it



with thofb Cothmbditl& out* Enemies 
bring from 'BjtoW*; and we ought to e- 
ftabhfh our felves with all Efcpraitibn itt 
this Countrey, and let up Mills and di
ther 5ugaf-Wo4k$ \ Which would neither 
require Very thudi Time, nbr Labour nor 
Charge, which laft is that which is m©A 
fear’d now a days. The Ground Is as good 
for the planting bf Sugar-Oiles, as any 
is in the whole Cbfttillent bf ^ iz i/; ana 
Of this we cah give Affurattce, as having 
feen and known all thole Provinces. The 
Soil on the Banks of this KiVOr is White 
and fat, of as good a kind as can be defired 
by thofe that know what belongs to the 
Cultivation of thefe Pfehta },and it becomes 
fo fruitful a»ld rich by the InuildatiOiis 
of the River , Which by continuing a few 
days improve the Ground, that there is 
mbre reafob to fear too gferit than too little 
a Crop* ’Twill be nb new thing to rnafee 
SUgar-CanbS groW in this Country, hê  
caufe wb found ihrbUghbuf the whole 
Length , of this great River, fuch as gave

IwEci

the tfy'wv tf  A r t u z o n s .

us. nifffcieht Proof bf the great ahum 
dance to which they might be multiplied

• . , ? »  ' .  : i  v « f - f  ' •' v ; . '  : : s  ■ . i. ,-, > ; i

Note. At t^e time when this Voyage was madfc, t|ia 
Dutch, who ^Ore at # ar thfc Sjttiiiard*, hka 
cottqttfftj and IblOfeR’d ttenifefofcs m

$101$ t h e h • lwen.Mvim$
FrihcO MhuficS tfeifyjfaufor tlie SeneraloiF alltfieir 
tVoo^s both bv Sea and Land.
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whenever any People fhould apply them* 
felves to cultivate ’em, and to make $u> 
gpr^ills, which might be done with a 
KttleXjhaige at any time; not only be- 
caufe there’s all forts of Wood in great 
plenty, as I have already faid, but alfo 
becaule there is the Conveniency of Wa
ter for ’em in as great Quantity as one can 
delire. There is nothing wanting but 
Copper, which we may fupply in fending 
it thither from our own Country, ana 
which we may before will turn to a con
siderable Account.

B Elides thefe four forts of Commodi
ties that may be brought fromthefe 

Lands that aredifcover’d,capable ofinrich- 
iflgthe whole World, there are alfo many 
others, which altholels rare, would not 
fail to bring a confiderable Profit to a Na
tion fuch as Cotton, that grows there a- 
bundantly, Rocout that our Dyers ufe to 
make fine Scarlet, which is lo efteem’d 
by all Nations that have Commerce with

C H A P .  XXXIII.
Many other Commodities profitable forTraf 

fick, which are found in this Country.



Wouhds®which equal the beft Balfams; 
there are found Gums and Rofins of ah 
admirable Scent, and a certain Plant call’d 
P i t which yields the beft Three! in the 
World, and which the Ground produces 
in vaft plenty; and a thouiand other tiling 
the Ulefulnefs and Advantages of whita 
are difeover’d every day.

t __ .  ̂ .

the Quiver i f  Amazdns. 8 V

C H A P .  XXXIV.
Convincing Reafons to fhetv that many of 

the Mountains of this Countrey mujl 
heeds contain Mines of Gold and Silver.

* *i ' *

I Do not fpeak of the many Mines of 
Gold and Silver, which are difcover’d 

in tire conqufer’d Countries, nor thofc 
Which Time may further difcover there \ 
but I am mightily miftaken in my Judge
ment, if many others may not be found in 
this Countrey more rich than all thole pf 
Peruy tho the famous Mountain of Potoji 
be comprehended ui i t ; I fpeak hot 
without aground, nor only with a den 
toadvance the Value of this great River, 
but found what I fay uppn Rca’fon and 
Experience \ becaufe I have feen a grea.t
rtadl f\P om Aidb I'll#* Tndlone A tm n irideal of Gold amoiig the Indians whorri 
we met ai we went down the River, who

were



•were a great number of Gold and Silver 
Mines in their Country. This |reat Ri
ver receives all "the Waters of the richeft 
Countries of America. On the South-

82 A DifcoVery of

fide, thofe rich Rivers, feme of which have 
their Sources round about Potofi, others at 
the Foot of Guanico, which is a Mountain 
near the City of Lima, flow into it; o- 
thers come down from Cufco, others from 
Cuenca, and from Gibaros, which is the 
richeft Country for Gold of any that has 
been yet difeovered ; fo that on this fide 
all the Rivers, Sources, little Springs and 
Rivulets, which run into the Sea for the 
fpace of 600 Leagues, that is from Potofi 
as far as Quito, render Homage to the 
River of Amazons, and pay it Tributes 
of Gold ; as all the others likewife do 
that defeend from the new Kingdom of 
Granada, which is no lefs rich ip Gold 
than all the .other Provinces of Peru. 
And feeing this River is the great Channel 
and principal Paffage to all the richeft Pla
ces of Peru,one may rcafopably bp affured, 
that itistheSoveraignMiftrpfsof them all: 
befides, if that golden Lakp hath all the 
Gold which the common Report aferibes 
to it; if the Amazons, inhabit the. rijcheft 
Mountains in the World* as many, 
fay they have feen ’em; affujcpus; if  t

 ̂ 1  ̂‘ abound, fo much m



Stones and Gold, as fome of the French, 
who have travelled in their Country,do af
firm; if  the Omagnas with the Reputation 
of their vaft Wealth, were once capable of 
calling all Peru into confufion, and of 
forcing the Viceroy to fend a great Army 
under the Conduct of Pedro de Orfua to 
conquer their Country; all thefe Places 
adjoin to the River of Amazons: The 
Golden.Lake, the Amazons, the Tocan
tins, and the Omagnas are upon the Banks 
of it, as (hall be fhewn hereafter; and in 
fine, this is the River that teems to be or
dain’d by the Hand of God to be the De- 

’ pofitory of thofe immenfe Treafures, 
which the Divine Providence has refer- 
ved to inrich the Greateft, moll; Valiant, 
and happieft Prince upon Earth,

the Oliver of . Amazons. 8 3

C H A P .  XXXV.
The Prodigious Extent of the Countries along 

this River.

T H E vaft Extent of Land along* the 
Banks, of this great River, is as 

much as an Empire of 4000 Leagues in 
Circuit: I think I am not much out of the 
way in my Computatipn; for if it con
tains in length 1276 Leagues eHa l̂y mea- 
fut’d ; ( tho Oreillane, who firft difcover’d

G 2 and



and part through it, accounts it 1800 
Leagues) if each River which enters into 
it cither on the North or Soufly-fide, funs 
above 2001,cagues in length, and in ma
ny places above 460, without approach
ing any Country that is peopled by the 
Spaniard on any fide, there being only va
rious Nations of Indians that are yet un
known, to be found from this River to 
thbfe Places fo far diftant, it mtift be 
granted that the breadth of this Empire 
would contain above 400 Leagues at leaft 
in the narfoweft part of it, which with' 
the 11 £6 Leagues in length of our Ac
count (of 1800 Leagues by OreiUanfs 
Computation) makes very little lefs than 
4000 Leagues in Coinpafs by tl "  * 
Cofmography and Arithmetick, * 1

\

84 A DifcoVery of

C H A P .  XXXVI.1 *

The mariy different Natipns which live in 
thofe Provinces, to the number of above 
one hundred andfifty.

ALL die new World ( it may
fo call’d ) is peopled with Barba

rians difpers’d id different Provinces,
make fo many Nations, of \yhiph th^e
are more than 150, Of whom I can fpeak

1 fliall giveapac*
- rKnkt



language maxes tne jjimnction or rnoie 
Nations, wliich are as large and as well 
peopl’d with Inhabitants as aity of thole
we have feen in Our whole Voyage: .the 
Country is fo well peopl’d that their lliits 
are near one another, and tills not on}y in 
the extent oip one and the fame Nation, 
but throughput *, fo that the uttpoft Plan
tations or one Nation border fo near to 
thofe of another, that they can hear Oiie

does not at all ferVe to keep ’em in Amity 
one with another, but on the contrary, 
they are in continual War, and are daily 
killing and making Slaves of one another; 
this is the ordinary Misfortune of great 
multitudes, and if it were not for this, 
there would not be Ground enough to con-

another cutting Wood from the lalf pil
lage of One Nation into divers Plantations 
o f the other. This near



of Defence, but only made ufe of that 
Jfbift which thofe that are cowardly and 
faint-hearted have always imbraced, which 
is to betake themfelves to flight, a thing 
very eafy to them, becaufe they go upon 
the Water in certain little Veffels fo ex
tremely light, that they make to the Xhore 
as fwift as Lightning; and taking thefe 
Boats at their Backs, retire towards fome 
Lake, of which there are a great many 
made by the River, where putting their 
Veffels again into the Water, when they 
are got in 'em, they defy all their Enemies 
let ’em be who they will, hecauife they 
can’t do the fame with any Veffels they 
can have.

8 6  A Difcovery of

CHAP, xxxvn. x
The Arms which phefe People ufe both Offeu* 

five and Defeufive.

LL their Arms confiff in Javelins of 
^  a moderate length, and in Darts 
ma3e of veiy hard Wood, which they 
work to fo fnarp a Point, that tliey can 
eaflly pierce a Man through with ’em,they 
throw’em with fo n^uchdexteriiy. Th®y 
have betides thefe another - fort of Wea
pon call’d Efioticas-y inthe ufing of, which 
the- Souldiers of the great *



Peru were very, well skill’d ; this is a Staff' 
of ahoht fix Foot long, and three Fingers 
broad, made as flat as a Board; at the end 
of it on one fide they fix a Bone made like 
a Tooth, to which they faffen an Arrow 
of fix Foot long, the Point whereof is 
likewife headed with a Bone, or with a 
very hard piece of Wood, which they cut 
in the form of a barb’d Arrow-head; fo 
that where it hits, it remains fall,and hangs 
at its whole length: they take it Jn their 
Right-hand, with which they hold this 
Weapon by the lower end, and fixing the 
Arrotv in the Bone that ii in the upper 
ertd of it, they caft it with fo much Force 
and Exaftnefs, that they never jfiip  
Execution within 50 Paces, 
pons ferve Vm for War, for Hunting, and 
efpeciaUy for Fifhing; fo that whatever 
kind of Fifh they can perceive in the Ri
ver, they (hoot it, let it be never fo much 
cover’d under Water: and that

the (ftjyer o f  Amazons. 87

is
is,yet more to 

Weapons they pierce TortoHes, when, af
ter they are tUn into the Rivet to hide 
themfeives, they fhruift their Headsoutof

to as com-
do from time to time after fmall 

Intervals ̂  they ftfifee’em with this Arrow 
through the Neck, which is the only place 
in wiuth they tail Be wounded, becaufe

G 4 ‘ it
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it is not cover’d wi$i the Shell. For De* 
ferifive Weapons they make ufe of Tar
gets, which they triage of Canes fplitin 
two, and'which they fo fitly,and clofely 
join ope with another, that tho they are 
pinch lighter, yet they are np lefs prong 
than thofe others which they make of, the 
&kin of the Fifh Pegebuey, of which I haye 
fpoken before. Some of thefe Nations 
make ufe only of Bows and Arrows, which 
are efteem’d among all the others for the 
force and fwiftnefs of ’em. There are a- 
bundance of venomous Herbs, with which 
ibpie of thefe Nations make fo fpbtile a 
Poifon, that their Arroyvs being rub’d 
with it, never draw the lead Blood with* 
but taking a way theLife at the fame time.,

8 $ A H)ifco?ery of •
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manner of living together. Of their 
, and of their making Boats fir
d\

LL the Natipns that live on the Banks 
___ of this great Ttiver dwell together
in great Colonies, and all their Commerce 
and Traffickls carried bn by Water as iys 
at VenkSy or at Medico, in little Barks 
which they call Canoos; thefe they make 
with Cedar-wood, apd the Providence of 

• ( ' "h- : ’ .... * God



God provides thefe for ’em in fuch abun
dance* that without .their being at tlie 
trouble of cutting ’em down* and of draw* 
jpg ’em from the Mountains, they are fent 
to ’em with the Current of the River, 
which to fupply the Necelfities of thefe 
People, tears up Cedars for’em from the 
higheft Mountains of Pew, and brings 
’em down to the foot of their Cottages, 
where they may every one chufe which 
they think moft fit for their purpofe: . but 
the wobder is, that among io great num
ber of Indians, every one of whom has 
,need bfoneor two of thefe Trunks of

the <%ver o f Amazons. 89

a CanoO or two ( for indeed they all have 
of ’em ) there’s none of’em has any more 
trouble to procure ’em, than that of going 
to the River fide, and tying a Cord to the 
firft Tree that floats along, and bringing 
it over againll his Hilt, where he ftops it

retires:
they with the lame Induftry apply them- 
felves to hollow them, and make Hicji Ca
ntos of them ks they vtent, ! 'V# ' * v i *. •* ./•, .* • .»*' ,* ■ A . v *

* / , ' ' i  **
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C H A P .  XXXIX.
The Tools which they ufe to cut and cleave 

Wood, to plain itt and to make their 
Uoujhold Stuff.

A LL the Tools which they have either 
to make their Canoos, to build their 

Huts, or to do other neceflary Jobs, are 
Axes and Hatchets, not fuch as have been 
forg’d by ingenious Smiths, but fuch as 
have been form’d in their Fancies by Ne- 
ceflity, which is the Mother of Inventipn, 
and has taught ’em to cut the hardeft part 
of the Tortoife-lhell ( which is that under 
the Belly-of it) into Leaves of about a 
hand’s-breadth, and not quite fo thick as 
ones Hand. After having dry’d it in the 
Smoak, they whet it upon a Stone, then 
fallen it to a wooden Helve, and make ufe 
of this Tool to cut every thing they fancy, 
as well as if it were tnebeftAx that can 
be, but with a little more pains. They 
make their Hatchets of the fame matter, 
and the Handle they put to ’em is a'Pege- 
beuf s Jaw-bone, which Nature {herns to 
have purpofely fitted to this ufe. With 
thefe Inltruments they finifli all their 
Works, not only their Canoos, but their 
Tables, their Cupboards, their Seats, and 
their other Houmold Goods, and that as

com-



compleajtly as if they had the beft Joiners 
Tools that are in ufe among us. There 
are fome among thefe Nations who make 
their Axes of Stones, which they grind to 
an. Edg with main Strength; thefe are 
muchirronger than thole orTortoife-fhell, 
fo that they will cut down any great Tree 
which they have a mind to jell, with the 
left fear of breaking ’em, knd with much 
more {peed. Their Chijtzels, Plains and 
Wimbles, which we ufe for the fineft 
Works of Joinery (in which they work 
excellently well) are made of wild Hogs 
Teeth, and of the Horns of other Animals, 
which they graft in to Wooden Handles, 
and make ufe of ’em as well as ̂ we can do 
of the beft that are made of Steel.

l _ -  -*■■ 1 ■ — ■ t
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ton more or left, but the greater part of 
’em make noufeof it forClothing, but on 
the contrary, the moft of ’em go ftark 
naked, as well Men as Women, 'and are 
no more alham’d of appearing fo than if 
they were in the primitive State of In- 
ppcency.

C  H A  E
» t



9* A  DifcoVery o f
-

C H A P .  XL.
The Religion of thefe People, and what they 

believe concerning their Idols. The Dif- 
courfe of a Cacique on this Subjeff.

T HE Religion of tliefe barbarous 
People is much alike, they all wor- 

Ifiip Idols, which they make with their 
own Hands; to one of them they alcribe 
the Authority of governing the Waters, 
and put a Fifli in his Hand in token of his 
Power; they chufe others to prefide over 
their Seed-time, and others to irifpire’em 
with Courage in their Battels ; they fay 
thefe Gods came down from Heaven on 
purpofe to dwell with them, and to fhew 
them Kindnefs. They don’t fignify their 
Adoration of thefe Idols by any outward 
Ceremonies, but On the contray, feem to 
have forgotten ’em as foon as they have 
made ’em, -and putting them in a Cafe let 
’em lie, without taking any notice of ’em 
fo long as they imagine they have no occa- 
fion for their Help; but when they are 
ready to march our to War, they fet up the 
Idol in which they have plac’d the hopes 
of their Vi&ories, at the Prow of their 
Canoos: fo when they go a fifhing, they 
take that Idol with ’em to which they at
tribute the Government of the Waters ;

vet
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yet they have not, fo much Faith in any of 
’em, but that they freely acknowledg 
that there may pombly be a God who is 
greater and more powerful than thefe. I 
made this Judgment upon what pafs’d be
tween us and one of thefe Savage People, 
who yet fhew’d nothing in his Converfa- 
tion that favour’d of a barbarous Educa
tion ; This Indian had heard feme of our 
Men fpeak of the Almighty Power of 
God; and confidering what he had feen 
with his ,own Eyes, that our • Army had 
navigated this great River throughout its 
whole Courfe, and after having pafs’d 
through fo many different Warlike Nati
ons, was return’d without having receiv’d 
the lead Damage or Prejudice from arty of 
’em, he thought this could not be, unlefs 
the AfSiftahce and Power of God had con
duced us: upon this Imagination he came 
to meet us,> and with a great deal of Con
cern and difquiet of Mmd fignified to us, 
that for all the kind Entertainment he had 
;iveniis, he defil ’d no other Recompence 
nit that we would leave him one of our 

Gods, feeing they were fo good and pow
erful, that To he might take him and his
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into his Proteftion, that he might 
make ’em five in Peace and Health, arid 
(ontinually g ive ’em whatever they Rood
in need of for theirPrcfcrvation. Our Men
... . ' v;- "■  ■ " ''""did



did not fail to promife him whatever he 
defil’d, and would fain have fet up the 
Standard of the Crofs in his Village for a 
certain Mark. This is a Cuftom tne Por- 
tuguez have introduc’d throughout all 
places where Idols are worfhip’d; I know 
not whether they do it from a true Princi
ple of Zeal, as the A&ion it felf feems to 
fignify, for there is a great deal of reafon 
to doubt that they fet up the facred Sign 
of the Crofs only for a fpecious Pretext to 
make Slaves of the poor Indians, whom 
they carry away from their very Houles, 
either for their own Service, or to fell ’em 
to others; which gave mean extreme Com
panion for thefe People who don’t feem 
unreachable, and1 might be more eafily 
brought to the Knowledg of the true God 
by a courteous and gentle Carriage, than 
by all the Rigor that can be us’d upon ’em: 
What I have laid is certainly true, thaf 
when the POrtuguez have been kindly re
ceiv’d and well treated by thefe honeft and 
charitable Indians, they in return to all 
their Hofpitalfty only leave ’em the Sign 
of the Crofs, which they fet up in the 
molt eminent place o f their Habitations, 
commanding ’em to keep this holy Sign 
with fo great Care that it may never be 
defac’d ; and after this when this Crofs 
happens either to be thrown down by the
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Injuries of the Weather, or- to be worn 
out, or it may be to be malicioufly broken 
in pieces by fome of thole Idolatrous In
dians who bear no refpeft to it, the Por- 
tuguez never fail to condemn ’em all as 
guilty of the Profanation of the Crofc, 
and as fuch, declare both them and all 
their Children and Childrens Children 
perpetual Slaves.. This was the main rea- 
fon that ingag’d me to forbid the Portu- 
guez to leave the Crofs among thefe Peo
ple ; befides, I was not willing that this 
Cacique that had ask’d us for a God, fhould 
have any occafion to believe that our God 
was a piece of Wood, and that this had 
the Power and Divinity of him that fav’d 
us. on the Crofs, foi\ fear of confirming .him 
in Idolatry. I therefore comforted him the 
bell I could, and told him the God we 
worfhip’d would be always with him,and 
advis’d him to pray to him for whatever 
he wanted, and to put his Truft intirely 
in him, telling him I believ’d he would 
one day favour him with the Knowledgof 
the true Religion. By this it appears that 
this Indian did not believe his Idols were 
powerful Gods, feeing he was fo ready to 
forfake ’em to worlhip a greater Deity, if 
we would, have given him one.

7 the <i(iver o f Amazons. 9 5
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C H A P .  X U .
The D'ifcourfes of two other Caciques, which 

hew the Capacity of thofe Peoples Minds.

$ 6  A t>ifcoVery o f

Nother of thefe Barbarians gave us 
to underftand that his Sentiments

were not different from thole of the far
ther which we have been relating. This 
Indian who had thorc Knowledg, but lels 
Honefty than the other, knowing fchat 
there was no Divinity, nor any Power iti 
his Idols, fet up himfelf for the God of dll 
his Country. We receiv’d Information of 
this feme leagues before we arriv’d at the 
place where he dwelt, and lent him word 
that we were coming to bring him Tidings 
of the true God, who was much more 
powerful than he could pretend to be, and 
entreated him not to retire from his Houle; 
but to wait for our Arrival. He did fb; 
and we had fcarce fet our Feet to Land oh 
the fhiore of this Country, but he caitie to 
us big with Curiofity to enquire what 
News we could tell him of that God; a* 
bout whom we had fent fuch a Meflage to 
him. I held a long Difcourfe with him, to 
inform him what God was; but becaufe 
he would needs fee with his own Eyes the1 
God that I  preach’d to him, I was forc’d
to leave him in his own Blindnefs: He told

• .  ime
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me himfelf was God, and begotten by the 
Sun ; affirming that his Soul went every 
Night into Heaven to give Orders for the 
fucceeding Day, and to regulate the Go
vernment of the Univerfe; fuchwasthe 
Infolence and Pride of this Savage Crea
ture.

Another of ’em fhew’d himfelf much 
more reafonable; for when I was enquiring 
of him how it came to pafs, that feeing his 
Companions retir’d into the Mountains at 
the approach of our Fleet, he alone with 
a few of his Relations durft come near us, 
and expole themfelves to lie at our Mercy 
without fear. He anfwer’d that' he had 
confider’d that fuch Men as had once got 
up that River in fpight of fo many Ene
mies, apd were return’d in like manner 
without receiving any harm, could be no 
lels thap ^  Lords of this great River, and 
would be fure frequently to return to bring 
it into Subjection, and to people it with 
new Inhabitants; and the cafe being thus; 
he was not willing to live always in fear 
and dread in his Houfe, but chofe rather 
to render.himfelf to ’em in time, and wil
lingly to acknowledg them for ms Matters 
ana Friends, whom the others would one 
day be conftrain’d to receive and ferve by 
Force. ' t - ■ . v
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C H A P .  XLII.
The Feneration they have for their Wizards, 

and the Ceremonies of their Funerals,
4

LET u s  now pdume  ̂the Thred of 
our Hiftory, and return to the Cut 

toms of our Indians. ’Tis very remark
able how muchEftecm and Refpeft all 
theie Nations bear to thofe Wizards they 
have among ’em, which proceeds not lo 
much from the Love they have for ’em, as 
from the continual Fear they live in of re
ceiving fome Mifchief or other from their 
Hands. There is a certain Houfe devo
ted to the ufe of thefe Sorcerers, in which 
they perform their fuperftitious Exercifes, 
and converfe with the Devil, (a very com
mon thing with ’em in this Place) which 
ierves for no other purpofe. They alfo 
keep the dead Bones of thefts.Sorcerers 
with as much Veneration as if' they were 
the Reliques of Saints: when they have 
put their Bones altogether, they hang ’em 
in the Air in the fame Cotton Beds thofe 
"Wizards us’d to lie in while alive. Theie 
are their Matters, their Preachers, their 
Counfellors, and their Guides: They 
have rdcourfe to them in their Doubts to 
obtain the Refolution o f ’em : and when



they arkp in the greateft Rage again# their 
Enemies, they apply themfelves to thefe 
Conjurers for poilonous Herbs, by which 
they execute their Revenge upon ’em.

For the. Burial of their Dead there are 
different Ceremonies among ’em ; for 
fome keep ’em in their own Houfes, that 
by having ’em always before their Eyes, 
they may (as they pretend) on all Occafi- 
onsbe put in mind of Death: But'certain- 
ly if they did it for this intention, one 
would think they fhould keep the Re
mains of their Dead in better order than 
they do. Others bum their Carcafes in 
great Pits, and with them all the decealed 
Party poflefs’d \fcl)en alive: But in fhorc, 
they all, one as w&l as another, celebrate 
their Funerals for many Days together, 
with continual Mourning and Weeping, 
which they only interrupt with Drinking, 
and that they do even \to the Excefs of 
Drunkennefs. " • • '
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C  H A P. XL1II.
*  /  * *

The Conjlitution of theirJ Bodies, and the 
Difpofition of their Irfinds-.; their Dexte
rity t Manners, and Inclinations,

T  may be faid in general, that all thefe 
People are yirell made; they have an

H 2  agree-



agreeable Air, and a Complexion much 
Ids tauny tlia‘n that of the Brazilians; they 
have a ready-Wit, and a great dê l of 
Dexterity in the Exercife pt their Wea
pons; their Convention is fweet and 
peaceable, and their Inclinations very a- 
greeable. We had fufficient Opportunity 
of knowing tjiis by the Commerce we had 
with many of them: Bor they prelently 
hadiiich a good Opinion of us, that they 
did not make the leaft difficulty of truft- 
ing. their Lives and all they had befides in 
our Hands; Some of them continued 
with us a confiderable time, eating add 
drinking with our Men without fhewing 
the leaft Sufpicion or Apprehenfioti of 
Danger: Nay they had the Civility to 
give us their Huts to lodg in, while (eve- 
ral of their Families crowded themfelves 
in one or two, that we might have, the 
Accommodation of the reft. The Indi
ans we had with us offer’d ’em a thoufand 
infolent Affronts, and we could not pof- 

* fibly hinder ’em from infulting over ’em ; 
but they patiently bore all, and without 
the leaft Refentment. All this, together 
with the (lender Veneration they feem to 
have for their Idols, give iis great ground 
to hope, that if ever the Knowledg of the 
true God of Heaven and Earth, and 
Doctrine of
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to ’em, there will be a great, profpeffc of 
their becoming good Chriftians.
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C H A P .  XLIV.
The principal Mouths by which, the River of 

Amazons empties it [elf into the Sea, 
and the chief Rivers of Peru that run in- 
tot he Amazone.

WE have hitherto treated ip general 
of this Noble and Famous River 

of Amazons; now ’tis but reasonable we 
fhould enter upon the Detail of. our Ac
count, and fpeak particularly of its Sources 
and Paflages: I fhall therefore give a Re
lation of its Ports, and diftin&ly obferve 
all the Rivers that feed it, and maintain its 
prodigious Greatnefs. I Hiall even ad
vance into all the Countries it waters: I
fliall make obfervation of its Depths in 
feveral Parts of it, and of the particular 
Inclinations of the many forts of People 
it maintains. I defign to omit nothing 
that’s worthy of notice, becaufe I have 
been an Eye-Witnefs of i t ; and having 
been lent by one of the greateft Monarclis 
in Chfiftenddm,N on purpofe to make a£- 
curate Ohfcrvatmns on every thing, upon 
this a ^ ^ ^ ly e i^ t may be I am more 
cap^e th ^ jn o ^ ' to give an account of

•j what
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was given me in cnarge. 

nothing of the principal Mouth of this Ri
ver into the Ocean ontlife fide of Para ; for 
it has long firice been {mown by all that fail 
into America; it iswelHmown that it lies 
under the Line at the" utmoft Confines of 
Brazil : Nor fhall I fay any thing of that 
Mouth of our River by which the .'Tyrant 
Lopez- Daguyrre invaded the Ifland of 
La. Trinidad,i. ; becaufe I never faw it, arid 
thofe that have been there h/ve told me 
there is no dire£t Entrance into the River

i t ’

■ of Amazons by the, Mouth, it being the 
Mouth of another River that lias Com
munication with the Amdzohe Joy fcveral 
Arms, which from one fpacc t̂o another 
extend themfelves far Worn it, and enter 
into t|ie Sea with thj^oflier River. :My 
Intension is only to give the Inhabitants 
of the conquer’d Gountpes of Peru an ac
count of the raffageytliey have to the 
River of Amazons, or rather of, the Ilk 
vers of each Province that empty them- 
felves into it. I have already fa id, that as 
we came down it we faw its Banks open’d 
by many Rivers and Rivulets both on the 
South and North fidgs: Therefore if any 
embark on thele Rivers, they muft necel1- 
farily fall into the Amazone. But becaufe 
’tis not certainly known from what Provin
ces they draw their Original, and upon

‘ lat



the Oliver o f  n m azonSi 102
what Towns their Sources border; and 
becaufe’tis yet- lefs known in thofe places 
whence they fpring, whether they fall in
to this great River or ho, I fihall endea
vour to remove thefe Doubts, and fhall 
treat of eight of ’em, which 1 have taken 
particular notice of, and all that know 
thefe Provinces will confirm the Report I 
give. Three of ’enfr pafs from the fide of 
the Jmazone, and go down toward the 
new Kingdom of Granada: Fourothers we 
faw on the South-fide; and there’s another, 
which runs under the Equinoctial Line) and
at length empties it felf into this great River.

% '
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C H A P .  XLV.
Of the Rivers of Caqueta, Putomayo, 
—-and Agtiarcio, which come from the new 

Kingdom of Granada, and enter into-
■ the River Amazone on the North-fide.

* * ' * '
*

T He firft Entrance that we difcover’d 
to fall into this River (which may 

be termed a Sea of frefh Water) on that 
fide that looks .towards the new King
dom of Granada, is through the Pro
vince of Micoa in the Government of 
Popayan, following the Current of the 
great River Caqueta, into which all thofe 
others that deicend on the fide of St. Foyf

H 4 Bogota,
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Bogota, Jim m as, and Cagnan, come to
tender Homage.as to their Lady and Mif- 
trifs., This River is very famous in the 
Countrey for the Numbers of Indians 
that inhabit the Banks of it. It has a 
great many Arms that extend themfelves 
into very remope Provinces, and return 
to join themfelves to that Body from which 
they feparated from a great multitude of 
Iflands, that are all inhabited by an in
finite number of wild People. This Ri
ver continually takes its Courfe parallel 
with the Amazoqe, always running along 
by it, tho at a confiderable diftance, and 
from one Place to another fending Arms 
of Water towards it, big enough to be 
taken each of ’em for whole Rivers; at 
laft gathering it felf together at the Lati
tude of four degrees, it difeharges it felt 
into our River ; and ’tis by that Arm of
it, which is neareft to the Province of the

/  * , ♦

Aquas, that one muft direftly take ones 
Courfe to go down unto the Amazone, 
bccaufe there are fome Arms that tend to
wards the North ; and they that fliall be 
fo imprudent as to embark on this Arm, 
will certainly be expos’d to the fame Dan
ger that befel Capt. Fernand Perez <k 
Qaefada, who having embarked on the 
Cdquetta with jeo’vMen, and ' fullered 
himfelf to be carried'along the fide of



jfiy, arrived in the Province of Jtgodond, 
from whence he was forced to retire with 
much more. hafte than he came, tho he 
was fo well attended with a good number 
of' Men.

The fecond moft remarkable Entrance 
we find on the North fide is by the Town 
ot'PaJto, which alfo depends on the Go
vernment of Pofaym. From this Town 
you muft crofs the neighbouring Moun
tains called the Cordeliers, which is a diffi
cult incommodious Journey, becaufe of the 
badnefs oftheWays,which you miift travel 
partly on Foot, and the reft on Horfe-back. 
You’l at length arrive at the River Pato~ 
mayo, on which you muft embark ; and 
failing down. it, it will bring into the fa
mous River of dipazons, at the Latitude 
of two Degrees and a half, and jjo, 
Leagues below the Port of Napo. The 
fame Way that leads to the River Puto~ 
mayo, leads in like manner .to the River 
Aguarico; becaufe when you leave the 
Mountains,?tis but-turning near Smcomhios, 
and near that Town you meet the River 
JgUaricopthcx wife call’d thegolden River: 
you1 need only follow the Stream of it to 
enter into the Amazone, and the Entrance 
of it is almpft under the Line, where the 
Province of the long-hair’d Indians be
gins ninety Leagues below thp Fort

* * ■ * ■ \ * *
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of NaJ>o. This is the third Paflage, 
which is difcover’d into the River of Ama
zons on the North fide.

106 A DifcoVery of

C H A P .  XI,VI.
Of the River Coca, and the River Paga- 

mino, which enter into the Amazone on 
the South fide.

ONder the Line there is another River, 
, by which one may defcend into the 
Amazone; it pafies acrofs the Province of 

Qaixos, and is neareft to the City of Qtti- 
to, beginning at the City of the Cofanes. 
where it takes the Name of Coca, and 
from all along hence it amafles together 
fuch great Quantities of Water, that it 
may well be laid to make the principal of 
all thole Channels that compofe this great 
Frefh-water Sea ̂  The Navigation of this 
River is very troublefom and difficult, by 
reafon of the great Sreams of Water that 
trouble it all along, till it meets the River 
Napo; but this la fir, and the others that 
enter into the Amazone on the other fide 
of theLine toward the South, are naviga
ted with much moreeafe. The firft of 
thefe is the River Pagamino, which is none 
of the moft commodic 
it is three days Journey

and
by Land from the

City



City of Avila, wfjich likewife belongs to 
the Government of the Quixos. ’Twas 
by this River the Portuguez Fleet enter’d, 
and landea within the Jurifdiftion of Qui
to. This River enters into the Amazme 
below the River Quito, and the Napo, 
at a place call’d . Jt Junta de los Rios, 
twenty five Leagues below the Port 
of Napo. When the Portuguez returned, 
we' found a better way to join thefeFleet 
than that which they lighted on in coming \ 
into this Country : For we. went (trait 
froin Quito to Archidoaa, which likewife 
belongs to the Government of the Quixos, 
and is under 'the Jurifdittion of Quito ; 
frdm whence by one day’s Journey only 
(which we travelled on foot, it being in 
the Winter, that is in the time of the Rains, 
but might be performed on Hoffe-back at 
any other Seafon) we arrived at the Port 
of the River Napo. This River is great and 
rich, and all the Inhabitants of the neigh
bouring Ports under the^Government of 
Quito account it the Depofitory of their 
Treafures; for they every Year gather 
from its . Shores all the Gold the’y need to 
defray the Expence of their Families. 
Befides, this River abounds with Fiflh, a,nd 
the Fields near it are full of Game; the 
Soil is very good, and requires but little 
Charge to cultivate it : If returns the Huf- 
1 • bandman
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bandman prodigious quantities of all forts 
of Grain: This is the principal and beft 
Way that can be taken to go from the Pro
vince of Quito to the River ot Am azons; 
’ tis much more commodious and eafy
than all the reft. Yet I have heard on that

| <

fide, that near the Town of Ambatte, 
which ’is ro Leagues from Q uito on the 
River Rambait there is another River that 
comes to difcharge it felf into the Amazone, 
and that there is in it but one fall of Wa
ter caus’d by the Currents, that at all ob- 
ftru&s the Navigation of it: This way is 
very commodious • to bring one into this 
great River about 60 or 70 Leagues lower 
than the Port of Napo, by which means 
we may crofs through the whole Province 
of the Quixos.

\
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C H A P .  XLVII.
O f the Rivers o f Curaray and Maragnon.

i
*

T HE feventh way of coming at the
River Amazone is on the fide of the 

Province of the Macas, which alfo apper
tains to the Government and Jurifdi&io# 
of Q u ito ; from the Mountains of this Pro
vince there defeends a great River call’d 
Curaray, by following theCourfe of which 
you’l fall into this great River at 2 degrees

Lati-
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Latitude, and 150 Leagues below the Port 
of Napo: all the fpace of Land is well 
peopled with feveral different Nations.

The eighth and laft Palfage into our 
great River is on the fide ofSt. Jago, from 
the Mountains of the Province of the 
Maguas, the moft powerful of all the Ri
vers that render Tribute to the Afnazone:

t

It waters all that great Country fo diftant 
from it, a nd is there call’d Maragmn\ but 
at its Mouth, and fome Leagues higher, it 
bears the Name of Tumburagm, This 
River enters into the Amazone at four de
grees Latitude, and more than joo Leagues 
above the Mouth of it j it is fo deep, and 
has fuch impetuous Currents, that the Na
vigation of it is troublefome, and fome- 
wnat dangerous: but the Aflurances we 
have that there are great numbers of Ido
latrous and Barbarous Indians inhabiting 
thefc large Countries it waters, will make 
thofe that are animated with Zeal for the 
Glory of God, and the Salvation of Souls, 
eafily furmount fome Difficulties. It was 
to make an EfTay of fo noble an Enterprize, 
that in the beginning of the Year idjS, 
two of our Society pafs’d through the Pro
vince of the Maguas in queft of. thefe large 
Countries, from whom I receiv’d a great 
many Letters, in which they give an ac
count of the endlefs Extent of this River,

and
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and of the innumerable Provinces they re* 
ceiv’d certain Intelligence of from time to 
time. This River Mardgnon joins with 
Amaaone 230 Leagues below the Port of 
Napo.
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€ H A P. XLVIII. Of the River Napo.

T His River Napo, of which I have had 
occafion to Ipeak fo often, has its 

Source at the foot of a great Delart call’d 
Aulizana, which is 18 Leagueyfrom Qui
to ; and, which is very wonderful, tho this 
Place is fo near the Equino&ial Line,yet this 
as well as many other Plains that are upon 
thofe Mountains call’d the Cordeliers, is al
ways cover’d with Snow, that ferves to 
temper the Heat under the Torrid Zone, 
which is fo exceflive, that one would think 
itlhould render all thofe Countries not ha
bitable (as St. Augufiin lays of them) 
which yet by means of this perpetual Re- 
frelhment, are thofnoft temperate and fe- 
rene Regions that have been difoover’d 
lincethe Age wherein that great Saint llou- 
rilh’d. This River of Napo from its Source 
takes its Courfe between great Rock?, 
which render it (innavigable till it comes to 
touch that place which is call’d the Port of 
Napo, where the Fezitios, or Inhabitants

of



of Archidoua, have their Plantations and 
Gardens; there it becomes more fmooth, 
and lefs rapid, and bears upon its Waters 
thofe little Canoos the Indians ufe for their 
Traffick: however, it retains fbmething of 
its Roughnefs and Impetuofity for five or 
fix Leagues below this Port; and then all 
on a fqdden becomes calm and fmooth, 
and fo remains till it enters into the River 
Coca, which makes the fpace of about 25 
Leagues; during which (pace it hasagood 
Bottom, ancSh fmooth Cour/e, and affords 
thelargeft Velfelsa very fafe Paflage. The 
Conjun&ion it makes vHth the River Coca 
is call’d La Junta de los Rios, the joining of 
the Rivers ; and this is reported to have 
been the place where Francis d* OteiUam 
and his Men arriv’d, and made that Bri
gantine in which he failed and difcover’d 
all the River of Amazons,

/ the <S(jyer of Amazons, i n

CHAP. XUX.
Of the Town of Anofe where Cap. John de 

. Palacios dwelt, with whom there were the 
two Laj/-Friers who made their Efiap 
down to Para (fpken of before.)

FOrty feven Leagues below the place 
where thefe R ivers join, on the South- 

fide, is fituated the Town of Anofe, which
is



is a Plantation made by Capti John de Pa
lacios, who (as I laid before) was kill’d 
by the Inhabitants of the Country: 18 
Leagues below this Town on the North- 
fide lies the River Agarico, which enters. 
into the Amazone; this River is fufficieht- 
ly famous not only for its Air, which is 
none of the heft, but alfo for the quan
tity of Gold that is found in its Sands, 
from whence it has had the Name of 
the Golden River thefe hundred Years. 
At the Mouth of it on onetfide as well 
as t’other of the River of Amazons be
gins the great Province of the long- 
hair’d Indians, which extends on the 
North-fide for above 180 Leagues, and 
continually receives great quantities of 
Water from the Amazone, which makes 
divers Lakes of a great Compafs and 
Dentil. The firft Notices that the Inhabi
tants of Quito receiv’d of this Country 
gave ’em a very great defire to make a 
Conquefl: of it, becaufe of the great nunK 
ber pf Indians with which this Province is ' 
peopled. And indeed there have been at 
feveral times fome. Eflays pf this kind 
made, but always in vain* witnefs the laft 
of ’em that had fuch bad Succefs, when 
Capt. John de Palacios was kill’d, as has 
been already faid. ' ■
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The Place inhere General Texeira left hit 
Fleet of Pdrtiiguez.

>'” p W a S in this Province of the long* 
1  hair’d Indians at the Mouth of the 

River which bears their Name, and enters 
into the Amazone 20 Leagues below the River 
again, that by the Order of General Texeira 
forty Portuguese of his Fleet, with 200 of the 
Indians they brought with ’em, continued 
conftantly for the fpace of eleven Months: At 
firft they found nothing but good Entertain
ment of all. forts from the Inhabitants of the 
Country, to whom in return they gave all Ne- 
ceflaries they had occafion for; but this did not 
continue long. This was too great a Familia
rity for Men that knew themfelves guilty of 
the death of the Spanifh Captainj for they 
being the Authors of this Faft, - knew well e- 
nough that the Blood they had fhed cry’d for 
Vengeance againfr ’em,ana therefore being tin
der Apprehenfions of being chaftis’d for their 
Boldnefs on the lead occafion that fhould of
fer, they mutinied, and after they had kill’d 
three of our Indiana, took up Arms to defend 
their Lives and Lands. The Portusuez on

%
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or to fuller Indians to take the liberty of act
ing with fo much Infolence as this, they be
took themfelves to Arms, and with their 
wonted Courage, for which they are fo fa
mous, flew upon their Enemies, and repuls’d 
them with fo much Vfgor, that with the lofs 
of a very few Men they killed a confiderable 
number of Indians, and took above 70 of ’em 
Prifonhrsfome of whom died in the places of 
their Confinement, and the reft made their 
Efcape, fo that in a little time there was not 
one of them left. Thefe Poftuguez did not 
get much by their Vi&ory, for they now 
found themfelves reduc’d to fuch Extremity, 
that they faw they mu ft either perilh for 
want of Food, or elfe be oblig’d to go with 
their Swords in their hands to fetch Provifion
out of the very Mouths of their Enemies. 
Accordingly they refolv’d to make Incurfions 
into the Country, and either by fair means or 
foul to get a Supply for their pinching Necef- 
fities. Some of ’em went out to fight> and 
others kept the Camp; but both the one and 
the other in fpite of all their Bravery did not 
fail to meet with frequent and violent Infults 
from their Enemies,; who omitted no fit oc-
cation to give ’em all forts of Alarms, and to 
do ’em all the Mifchifef they could, efpeeialiy 
upon the River, where they furpiiz’d agreat 
many of their Veffels, fome of which they 
pillaged* and brake others of ’em;in pieces;

f  1  and
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and yet this was not the greateft Damage 
they did our Men; for they laid Ambufcades 
for our Indians, and cut the Throats of all 
that fell into their hands: ’Tis true, for eve
ry Man they kill’d, the Portuguez kill’d fix of 
them; but this Chaftifement was nothing 
comparable to what the Portuguez ufed to 
make the Indians fuffer for fuch kind of Re- 
volts. Thefe People wete call’d by the Spa
niards whofaw them firft, the Hairy Indians, 
becaufe throughout this Province the Men,as 
well as the Women wear their Hair quite 
down to their Knees. Their Weapons are 
Darts, theiijHoufesare Huts made very neat
ly and curldufly with the Branches o f Palm* 
Trees: Their Food is like that of all the o- 
ther Indians upon tiie-Afaztm. They are 
always in War with tlieir Neighbours at 
the Head of this Province of the long-ha it'd 
Savages on the South-fide; on the other fide of 
the' River of Amazons, they have for their 
Neighbours the Avixiras, the Turufnies, the 
Zjtpards, and the Tquhos, who are on One fido 
enclofed by the River Curaray, and on theo- 
thev by the Jmazi>nef into whifch the former 
empties it felf 4 Leahies below the Province 
of the long-hair’d India ns,at near two degrees 
latitude. EightyLeagues below Cur arm on 
the fame South-fide, the famous River Turn- 
bur untidy Which, as I  faid before, defcends 
froth the Province of the Mtymsy by the

I s Name
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Name of Maragnon̂  enters into the Jmazone; 
and is fo impetuous and violent, that it pre- 
ferves its Waters entirely together, while it, 
runs with its ordinary Swiftnefs feveral 
Leagues forward into the Jmazone without 
mixing with it, which makes it extend above 
a League in Breadth at its Mouth : at length 
it acknowledges the Superiority of the Amor 
zonê  and pays it not only the ordinary Tri
bute, which the other Rivers render it, but 
another more confiderable Advantage be- 
fides of many forts of Filh, that are not 
found in the River of Amazons, 'till you 
come to the Mouth of this River.

b 8 6 A fitfcoyery of

C H A R  LI.
The Province of the Aguas, their Manners 

andCuJioms.
* i

lxty Leagues beloW the River Tumbur* 
£ 3  gu& begins the Province of the Agaas, 
which is the moft fertile and fpacious of all 
the Provinces we found along this great River 
of Amazons; the Spaniards vulgarly call it 
QmagtWy by a corruption of its proper Name; 
•and to make it anfwer to the Situation
of their Dwellings; becaufe the Word Agyutt 
in their Language fignifi.es without, or abroad. 
This Province is above 200 Leagues in length, 
and is fo well peopled, that the. Villages are
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Situate veryclofe one to another; lb that al- 
moft as loon as you are paft one, youdifcover 
another. The Breadth of fhisGountry in 
all appearance is but of fmall extent, it be
ing no greater than that of our River; for 

' the Habitations of thefe People are in all the 
Iflands throughout the whole. Length of it, 
which ate in great number̂  ana fome or 
which are very fpacious: and confidering 
they are all either peopled, or at leaft culti
vated for the Suftenance of the Inhabitants, 
one may eafily imagine there mud: needs be 
vaft numbers of Indians in a Country that 
extends 200 Leagues in Length. This Na
tion is the moft reafonable and beft civilized 
of all thOfe that dwell along this,River. This
Advantage they received  ̂ from thole that 
not long fince went down amongft ’em from 
the Countrey of tliQ &utxos; where after 
having had Peace with the -Spaniards for a 
longtime, they were at laft wearied with 
the ill Treatment th ŷ received mom ’em, 
and embarking in their Canoos,{ijflered them- 
felves to be carried down with the Stream
of the River, till they mot with other Indi
ans. oftheirNation, upon whole Strength 
and Power they could rely, and accordingly 
took up, their Refidence with ’em. Thftie 
laft Comers introduc’d among the others 
feveral things they had feen pra£tifed bythe* 
Spaniards,; and taught ’em how to live after

I L *1
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a mote civil and regular manner.' They 
were dll clothed, both Men and Women, 
with all the Decency imaginable; their Gar
ments are made of Cotton, of which they 
gather a prodigious quantity; and they do 
not only make Stuffs enough for their own 
life, but make a great many to fell to their 
Neighbours, who are mightily taken (and 
that not without reafon) with the Beauty 
of thofe pretty Works with which they 
deck their Stuffs : they make fotne very thin 
Clothes, which are not only Woven with 
Threds of different Colours, but the Paint 
o f ’em is difpofed with fo much Art in the 
Weaving, that the different Threds can’t be 
diftinguiftied one from another. They are 
fo fubmiflive and obedient to their principal 
Caciques, that thefe whom they look upon as 
their Princes, need fpeak hut a Word to have 
whatever they command put in execution.

f u

totned to make their Heads flat, that as food 
as their Children are born they put them in 
a kind of Prefs ; forcing Nature after i this 
manner with one little Board,which they hold 
upon the Forehead, and another much lar
ger, which they put behind the Head, ana 
Which ferves them for. a Cradle} and all 
the reft 6 f rile Body of the new- bornInfant 
is as it were inclos’d with this piece of 
Wood: they lay the Child upon his BaCk,. 
• - - . •• ; • and
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and this Board, being bound faff to that 
..which iss upon the Forehead, they make the 
Head oft lie Child almoftas flat as ones Hand} 
thus there being no room for the Head to 
grow, but by Ipreadipg it felf wide from 
one Ear to the other, they are extremely dis
figured by this violent Artifice.

The Aguas have perpetual War with fe- 
veral othelpations both on the one and the 
Other fide of the River. - On the South fide 
among other Enemies they have the Curims% 
who are fo numerous, that they not only ve
ry well defend themfelves on the fide of the 
River from innumerable Multitudes of the 
Agutts; but at the Dame time likewife fuf- 
tam the Efforts and Shocks of other Nations, 
that come a great way down the Countrey to 
make War with them. On the North fide 
the Z/emas are Enemies fo the Agyas, and 
are,by the Accounts I have hadt>fithem,nolefs 
numerous* nor Jefs flout than the Cufitias ; 
which appears in that they maintain a War a- 
gainft a great number of Enemies, that come 
down from Places a great way up in the 
Country.

the Amazons. s 19
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C H A P .  LII.
i '  • t *

The Love thefe People have for the Captives, 
they take in War, and the Calumny they He. 
under in being reported to eat 'em.

t

r I '“'Hefe Aguas make Slaves of all the Pri* 
1 ' fonerS they take in War, and ufe ’em 

for all kinds of Service; however they treat 
’em with fo much Love arid Kiridnefs, that 
they make ’em eat with themfelves; and 
there’s nothing in the World difpfeafes ’em 
more, than to delire ’em to fell ’em, as we 
found by experience on feveral occafions: I 
rememberonce at our Arrival at ah Indian 
Town, they received us hot only with all the, 
Marks of Peace and Amity, but even with 
all the Tokens of extraordinary Joy: They 
offer’d us all they had for our Suflenancey 
without requiring any thing in return: We 
on our parts fhe wed that Civility to them that 
became us; we bought their painted Cotton* 
Cloth, Which they very willingly parted 
with; wC defired ’em to fell us fome Canoos, 
which are better to them than the beft and 
fwifteft Horfes, and they ptefently offer’d 
’em to us; but when we began to talk with 
’em about their Slaves, and to importune ’ern 
to fell US' fome of ’emy this was to them 
the moll uncivil arid inhumane Difcourfe
that could be: one of themprefentlygave

* * , *  . » ^  *  __ _
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us to underftand that he would no longer keep 
company with us; another Ihew’d himfelf 
mightily troubled at the matter: On the one 
hand they were very diligent to hide ’em 
from us, on the other to get Tome of ’em that 
were with us out of our Hands; in a word, 
they gave us Signs enough to convince us, 
that they had a greater efleem for their Slaves 
than for all the reft of their Goods, and that 
they had rather part with all they poflefs’d. 
befides than part with them. And this be
ing the truth of the matter, ’tis a malicious 
thing of the Portuguez to report that the rea- 
fon why the Jguas are unwilling to fell their 
Slaves, is hecaufe they fatten ’em, and keep 
’em to eat at their Feafts : This is a Calumny 
they have invented, to palliate the Cruelties 
they have exercifed upon thefe poor Wretch
es. I may farther add; that at leaft as far < 
as concerns the Nation o f the Aguas I have 
found the contrary true by the Teftimoiiy of 
two Indians that were Natives of P#ra, who; 
came up with the Portuguez as far &s Quito, 
and ran'away when they were arriv’d there; 
who falling into the hands of thefe People, 
were made Slaves, and remained with them 
eight Months : thefe afttired me they had 
been out with them at their Wars, and that 
they never faw ’em eat any of their Eneihies, 
when they had taken’em, and made Slaves 
of’em i ’t was true indeed (they laid) when 
' . thev



they had taken any of their Enemies that had 
the Reputation or being Valiant and Great, 
they kill’d ’em at their Feaftsand Affemblies, 
only out of fear of fuftaining fome confider- 
able Damage by ’em, if they fhould fuffer 
’em to live j but that they did not cat thefe 
neither when they had kill’d ’em, but when 
they had cut off their Heads, which they 
Us’d to hang up in their Huts as Trophies, 
thev roll’d their Bodies into the River.

f  don’t deny that there arc fome Caribees 
in thofe Farts that eat their Enemies without 
any Sentiments of Horror; but this is a 
Cuftom peculiar to them, and is not pra&i- 
fed among other Indians. And this I de
fire may betaken notice of and credited, tliat 
Human Flefh has never been fold in any of 
the Publick Shambles of this Nation, as the 
Fortuguez have reported ; who under the 
pretence of revenging fuch kind of Cruel
ties, commit thofe that are incomparably 
greater themfelves, fince they are lo inhu- ■ 
man and barbarous, as to make Slaves of 
thofe that were born free and independent.

z t i  A DifcoVery of

ih



the <%iver of Amazons. 1 2 j
• X F

C H A P .  L in .
The great Cold in thofe parts under the Line in.
June, July and Apguft, and the reafon of it.

\

\  Fter we were got down about too 
Leagues more or lefs into the Country 

of the Aguas, and fo had pafs’d about half 
\Vay through this vaft Province, we arriv’d at 
a Town of this Nation, where we were ob
liged to continue three days ; we there felt it 
fo extrerhe cold, that thofe of us that were 
born and bred in the coldeft Province of 
Spain, were conftrain’d to put on more 
Clothes. This fo fudden change of the Tem
per of the Air furjpriz’d me, and gave the the 
Curiofity to enquire the Caufe of it, of the 
People of the Country : they told me it was 
no unufual thing in their Quarters, that every 
Year for three Moons (for thus they count 
and mean for three Months) they felt the 
fame Cold; thefe three Months are June, 
July and Atfgufi .- but this Anfwer did not fa- 
tisfy me,who tyas willing to have a more folid 
and perfeft knowledgof the reafon of thisio 
piercing Cold. Upon Confideration I found 
that the Winds pamng through that vaft and 
mountainous Defert, which is lltuate a great 
way up in the Country on the South-ftde, all 
thofe three Months, and fo bringing along 
with them the cold Air occafion’d by the 
'■ ’ '' Snow



Snow with which thofe Defert Mountains 
asrecover’d, caufe thefe furprizing Effefts in 
the Neighbouring Countries under the Tor
rid Zone. And for this reafon I don’t quefti- 
on but the Situation of this Country is capa
ble of making the Ground produce good 
Wheat, and all other forts of Grain and 
Fruits, that grow in the Soil of Quito, which 
is in like ipanner fituated under the Line, or 
very near it, and yet is made very fertile and 
fit for all forts of Grain and Fruits, and this 
by reafon of that frefh Air brought thither 

- by the Winds that come off from the Moun
tains which are cover’d with Snow.
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C H A P .  LIV.
Of the River Putomayo, which comes from 

the neiv Kingdom of Granada, and the Ri
ver Yotau, which comes from the Neigh
bourhood of the City of Cufco.

«

Sixteen Leagues below the place where 
we felt fo much Cold, on the North- 

we met with the great River Putomajo, 
which is fo famous in the Government of Po- 
fajan in the new Kingdom of Granada. This 
is a very great and wide River, becaufe it 
receives go other very confiderable Rivers be
fore it falls into the Jmazone, Thofe that in
habit the places about its Mouth call it ha,



it comes down from the Mountains of Pafio 
in the Kingdom of Granada: there’s abun
dance of Gold found in the Sand and Gravel 
of i t ; and we were aflur’d that the Banks of 
it were extremely well peopled, fo that a 
Troop of Spanifh Souldiers coming upon this 
River, found Enemies enow to conftrain ’em 
to retire with fome lofs. The Names of the 
Natives that inhabit thefe Parts are the T«r/- 
nas, the Guaraicasy the Par tanas, the Zjas, 
the Ahjves, the Cuvos ; and thole that are 
neareft the Source dwell on both fides of the 
River, as being the Lords and Mafters of it, 
and are call’d die Omaguas; the Aguas of the 
Iflands call ’em the true Omaguas.

Fifty Leagues below this Mouth of Puto~ 
mayo, we found on the other fide the Mouth 
of another fine large River, which fakes its 
Rife near Cufio, and enters into the Amazon* 
at the Latitude of three degreies and a half; 
the Natives call it Tofau, and ’tisefteem’d a- 
bove all the reft for its Riches, and for the 
great number of People it maintains; the 
Names of whom are thefe, the Tepanas, the 
Gavains, the Ozuanas, the Morvas, the Nau- 
nost the Conomamas, the Mariavas, and the 
Omaguas, which are the laft Nation that 
dwell upon this River towards Peru, and by 
confluence are the neareft Neighbours die 
Spaniards have on that fide. This Nation is ac
counted to be very rich in Gold, becaufe they

wear
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wear great Plates of Gold hanging at their 
Ears and Noftrils: and if I don’t miftake, 
thefe Indians are the feme with thofe I have 
read of in the Hiftory of the Tyrant Lopez. 
Damirre, to whole Country Pedro d'OrCm

A ptJco\ery. oj

Difcovery of it, becaufe of the great Repu- 
tation they had of being the moft wealthy 
People in America; however, Pedro d? Orfua 
mife’d his way, and inftead of taking the 
River Totau, (ail’d upon an Arm of another 
River which enters into the Amazone feme 
leagues below the other; fo that when he 
was fallen down into the Amazone, he found 
himfelf fo far below thefe People, whofe 
Country he Went to difcover, that he per
ceiv’d it impoflible to get up to ’em, not only 
becaufe of the Impetuotity of the Currents, 
again# which he was afmid to hazard him* 
(elf, but like\vife becaufe of the Difconeenf

Enterprize. This River Toean abounds with 
Fifh, and its Banks with all forts.of 
and wild Fowl; and is betides very 
gable, becaufe it has a good Bottom, and a 
very gentle Current, bjr what I have 
able to learn from thofe that dwell 
Banks.

nm
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C H A P .  LV.
The utmofi Borders of the People call'd the 

Aguas, who ppjfefs the j'pace of $4 Leagues 
along this River, and the River Yurva 
which comes from the fide of Cufco.

]"N following the Courfe of the River of
L Amazons we came downafeout fourteen 

Leagues , lower, and arriv’d at the utmost 
Bounds of the long Province o f the Aguas, 
which is a Town well peopled, wherein they 
keep a ftrong' Garifon; this feeing the prin
cipal Fort they have on that fide to refill the 
Irruptions of their Enemies for the fpace Of 
above 54 Leagues along this River. They 
are the foie Mailers Of its Banks, fothat their 
Enemies don’t poflfefs an-lnch of Land there : 
but the Bounds of their Country are fo nar
row, that from the Banks of the River you 
may lee the remote!! Villages they have on 
the Continent. They have a thoufand fmall 
Rivers that fall into the Amaaomy and that 
ferve to convey ’em' into the Country for 
what they want ;• on theMorth-fidfethe Cur is 
and the Qtttrabas are their Enemies, and the 
Cachigmrat and the Jucuris on the South-fide. 
We could not come at the fight of thefe Na
tions,becaufe our Orders would not permit us 
to go fo high into the Country; hut we dif- 
cover’d the Mouth of a River which we may

with



with good reafon call the River of Cufcd, 
becaufe, according to the Relation which I 
have feen of the Voyage of Francis Oveillwe, 
this River goes North and South from the 
City of Cujco-y it enters into the Amazone at 
the Latitude of 5 degrees, and at 24 Leagues 
diftance from the jaft great Village or the 
Aguas. The Natives call it Turna; the 
Country is well peopled, and on the Right- 
hand, as you enter into thjs River againft the 
Stream, are the feme People I have fpoken of 
before, who inhabit the Banks of the River 
Totau; for they extend themfelves from the 
Banks of one of thefe Rivers to the other, 
and fo dwell between ’em both, almoft as in 
an Ifland; and, if I am not miftaken, it was 
by this laft River that Pedro £  Orfua caftie 
down from Peru into the Amazone.

118 A DifcoVeyj) 6j

c n a r .
Of the Nation of the Curuzicaris 

the fa ace of 24 Leagues along this 
Of their Husbandry, and Ingenuity in 
all forts of VtenflSy and Earthen

'Wency eight Leagues below the
__ Turva, on the fame South-fide,

the great and potent Nation of 
carUy in a Country 
tains ~



only the Bank of the Jmazone on the Sguth- 
fide; and pofiMes above 24 Leagues of it in 
length. This People is fo numerous, that 
their tillages are very near one another, fo 
that we could fcaree make four hours fail, but 
we found new Plantations; and fometjmes 
we found their Towns fo long, that we could 
not get clear of ’em in halfaday. Wefound
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in 'em, ail tne innamtants oeing rri0 
with the falfe News, that we put all to Fire 
and Sword, and that the leaft Evil they were 
to expe& from us, was to be all made Slaves: 
The greateft part of ’em retir’d as far as the 
Mountains: But tho thefe People are fo tj- 
merous, that they may well be term’d the

ie

a great deal of good Husbandry and Neat- 
urns; for we found abundance of Provifioijts 
which they had laid up in ftore, and which 
is more, a great deal of Houfliold-goods, a- 
mongft which, the Veflfels they had made to 
eat and drink in, were theneateft and moft 
commodious of any we had yet feen through 
the whole Courfe of this great River. Tney 
have in the Marfby Places where they dwell, 
a fort of Earth very good to make all kinds 
of Veffels ; of this they make great Pots or 
Jars; < In which they make their Drink and 
knead their Dough, and Psws andPots to boil

K m,
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in, and a fort of Ovens in which they bake 
their Bread ; they like wife make Drinking- 
Cups and Bafons of it, and very neat Frying- 
pans : They make great quantities of all thefe 
Utenfils to cany on the Trade they have with 
all the neighbouring Nations, who having 
occafion for all thefe pieces ofTHoufhold-ftuft 
come from all Quarters to procure ’em in this 
Country, and carry them away in great Bur
dens, giving in Exchange for ’em all forts of 
things this People wanr, which are not pro
duc’d in their own Country. The firft Vil
lage the Portuguez of our Fleet met with in 
coming up the River of Amazons, tjhey call’d 
lie Golden Town, becaufe they found force 
ieces of Gold there, which thefe People had 
eceiv’d in excliange from thofe Indians that 
vear Plates of Gold at their Ears and Notes. 
fhisGoid was carried tcj jgaito, and upon 
ialthe gi eateft part of it was found of the 
’ineMsof twenty three O r  rats: But the 

SSo€wes obferving thfe Greedinels of our Men, 
■ nd how eagerly they hunted after more of 
hde little Plates o f Gold, took care to hide 
em ail, (othat in a little time they were none 

of ’em to be found. And they took luch ex- 
ad care of the bufind's at our return, that al- 
tho we found a great many of thefe Indians, 
yet there was but one of ’em that had thefe 
fear-pendants, and thofe very fmali Ones, 
which I bought of him. •

\ ' C H A R .
- * - *
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C H A P . JL 2
Of the Golden Mine, And the Riiter Yquyari

■ r  •. 1 ’  '  ill ̂ wings out of tty anayields aii -tnpje 
Pldtes bf Gold, of which thofe People make

'HE Poituguez Plectyastlwycarri^i'om
_ Para to difcover this great . River bf

Jniazoht, could not get : any ceitajri kriow- 
ledg of many things that are to be met with 
there, becauie they came away Without In
terpreters, and could obtain hohe to inform 
’em and give ’em a faithful acrouht.pifthings: 
So that if the Portuguez pretend to give a 
*ood account of any Matter; it miift. be only 
Tom what they have learri’d or the Indians 
by Signs, which are ordinarily' very Oncer- 
tain and equivocal, becaufe every one is apt to 
apply them to what his Fahey leads, him ; 
thefe Difficulties ceas’dat their return, and 
it pleas’d God to favour us with fuch good 
Interpreters, that I hap aiform 
contain’d in this Relation, is written uponthe 
certain Knowledg and ample Difeoveiy of 
all things by the means of the Interpreters 
we carried with us' *Tis from themIhave 
the AcOpunt I am now going to give of, tlfat 
Mine from whence fhe Natives have thofe 
Golden Pendants for their Ears and hfofes 
which we fa w. Over againft this great Vil.

K 2 v " .



lage a little higher on the North-fide, there 
enters into theAmazoxe a River call’d Yuru- 
faci ; going up this River you arriyp at ,a 
place where you' are to go alhore, tqjerofs

v ror

i i  , A 'DifcoVerj of

three days Journey, at the 
end of which you meet another River gall’d 
Yupara, by failing on which you meet with 
the River Yquiari, which is that the Portu- 

! die Golden River; it fpririgs fr0m 
of a Mountain hard by : Here the 

Natives athafs Gold together in, prodigious 
^uantifies  ̂ they find it all in Spangles, pr 

'rains'bf a good alloy; they beat tliele A 
Graihsof Gold together till 
little Plated Which they hang at their Ears 
and Nofes, as we 'havfc faid before.
Pedple Of this Country that find this Gold, 
trade \Wth it among their 
are call’d the MaDagm \ as for the other th 
are call’d the Yuttko, Guam, which is as mil 
as; to layy the! |kddtal”gatherera > for Yaw* 
Signifies Metal, and(j?#aw tholh that gather 
it up: and under this general Name o f  Yuma 
they hnderftand alf fcirts of Metals, there
fore they call’d all the Iron'Tools that we 
had, as Axes, Hatchets, .Bills, apd Knives, 
by the fame Name or Yuma. The way of 
getting to ̂ this place teem’d to me to be very 
troublefome and difficult, becaufeof chang
ing the levers fo man 

a "



giving me no fatisfa&ipri, I could not be at 
reft till I had difcover’d an Advantage more 
cafily attainable, of which I fball difcourfe 
hereafter.

the %j?er o f  Amazons. i

C H A P .  LVIII.
The Affectation of this People to have gredt 

Holes made in their Ears dnd'Noftrils, at 
which they hang their Plates of Gold.

T Hefe Savages go all naked both Men 
and Women, and their Riches only 

ferve ’em for a fmall Ornament with which 
they deck their Ears and Nofes; for they put j 
the Gold they get out of the Mines to no o- l 
ther ufe than that of adorning themfelves: 
they all generally hav  ̂ their Edrs bored for 
this end, and they affeft to have the Holes 
made lb vaftly wide, that one may almoft 
thruft ones Fift through the Hoiedn the tips 
of iome of their Ears; this is the place at 
which they hang their Jewels, and they com
monly wear in them a handful o f Leaves 
made up clofe together,. to keep their Ears 
conftantly in the fame Figure. This paffes 
among ’em for the greateft piece of Finery ■ 
in the World.  ̂On the other ndeofthe^MM-
x,onef over againft this high Country which
the Carazicdris poiTefs, there is a flat Coun
try all intsrfe&ed with Rivers ( and partial-

K j. ' '  larly



larly with fbveral Arms of the River toque* 
to) which run along through it: fo that this 
Country is all made up of lilands inclos’d 
by great Lakes, that extend federal Leagues in 
length, till at laft all thefe Waters crowd 
together, and pour themfelves into the Riorn* 
groy and fo fall into the Jmazone. All thefe 
Iflands are peopled with many different Nav 
dons, but thole that poflefs the moft Land 
are th&X.ufivas. . . .

8  34 AT>ifcoVeryof ,

C h a p ; l i x ;
Of the River Yupara, and the jhort Cut it 
; ntakei to the Golden Mountain. , •

*

* • ' * '  < %

Fourteen Leagues below, the Village
which the Portuguese call die Golden 

1 own, on the North-fide,we faw the mouth 
of the River YuPara, which is that by which 
.one may enter into the Golden RivCr; and 
this is the. moft direfr, the moft fure, and 
fhorteft way to come at that Golden Moun
tain that is fo vaftly rich. This Mouth is 
at the Latitude of two (degrees and a half, 
and fo is that Village Which is fitUatefour 
L̂eagues lower On the SouthTide on the; Edg 

of a great Precipice, at the foot Of which IS 
,the Mouth of another great and fine River, 
which .the .Natives c#H T*fh the Banks $  
which are inhabited by a great number $



Indians call’d the Paguavos. I ha ve already 
laid that the Nation of the Curazicms takes 
up above four artdtwenfcy Leagues of the 
Length of this Country ; and I add, that all 
their Lands are very high Ground, where 
you may fee very pleafant Fields and fine 
Paftures for Cattel; there arealfo1 Groves o f 
Trees that extendi a great length, and a great 
many Lakes that abound with Fifh; wh:ch , 
would be a great advantage to any that 
foould make Plantations in thofe parts.

tk.fyver of hmizom, 115

C H A P .  LX.
An Account of many other Nations, and. of 

divers Rivers that defcendinto the A mavone; 
and of the Golden Lake th$t is fo fanwus w
Peru. ’

Wenty fix Leagues below 'Tapi the 
I  River Catua falls into the Amazon<y 

attne Mouth of it it forms a great Lake of 
Water, that looks greeny it has its Source 
far up in the Country on the South-fide, and 
its Banks, as well as thofe of other R ivcr* 
are peopled with Indians: Y et’tis laid, a- 
bother River, that comes on the North-fide, 
and falls into the Amazone fix Leagues below 
Tapi, and is called Agaranatuba, far exceeds 
all the cither Rivers for the multitude of dif
ferent Nations that inhabit its Banks. One

K 4 may
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may alfo have Communication with the R i- 
ver Yupara, of which we have fpoken above, 
by the way of this River. The People it 
maintains are called the Yacarets, 8cc. AH 
tliefe Nations fpeak two different Languages, 
and ’tis in their Country (if what is talked 
in the new Kingdom of Granada be true) 
that this fo much defired Golden Lake is to 
be found which has fo long made the In
habitants of Peru very uneafy. I don’t af
firm this as a Certainty : Is may be it will 
pleafe God one day to put mis Matter out of 
doubt. There is another River that enters 
into the Jma&one fixt&fn Leagues lower than' 
Araganatuba, and bears the fame Name; but

* He means the Lake of Parima, which all Geographers
• place inW r the Equinoftial Line in Guianâ  and upon 

the Bdnks o f which is that pretended City- o f Mama 
delDotado, which* the Peruvians built when they fled- 
thitherto five  thcmfelvcs from the Cruelty and t y 
ranny -of the Spaniards, according to the opinion of 
many of their Authors $ which has often engag’d that 
Nation in very ekpcnfiVe“Attempts; bile the Mopes of 
finding this rich Counsrey have ft ill fail’d of 1‘uccefo 
The Effay that Sit Walter Raleigh made to this purpofe, 
and which he was 1o eagerly feciipon, was lio lefs M- 

, happy $ for it cofthim his Sort’s Life, who was killed
by the Spaniardsin thi$ Expedition, as well as his own 
Head, which was taken feff at London by King 
foort after his Return /from America; And indeed tin’s 
Manoa del Dorado may be called the Philofbphers Stone, 
or rather the Spaniards Chimera* in fearch o f which 
they have implby’d imtnenfe Sums to no purpofe, at 
fcveral Times, and under feveral Commanders* and 
muft needs have loft a great number o f Men in above 
fixty different Expeditions or Attempts which they have



it is tp be obferv’d that tliefe two are indeed 
one and the fame River divided into two 
different Arms, and therefore both bear the 
fame Name, till they empty themfelves into 
the Amazone. Two and twenty Leagues 
below this laft Arm of Araganatuba, are 
the utmoft Limits of this great and rich Na
tion of the Carazicaric, who inhabit one of 
the beft Cantons of Land we have met with
in all the Extent of this great River.
* \

, , ■ . . .  \   ̂ ' i ^ r n r n n ^ w m n ^  i ■ ■ ■  ■ —  - r n m r r i i i  f n r m  » * .<■
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. C H A P .  LXL
Of the warlike People called Yorimaus.

r 'I"*"’WO Leagues lower begins the Coun- 
J[ try of the moft renpwn’d and war

like Nation of any all along the River of A* 
mazons\ tliefe People made all the jPortu- 
guez Fleet tremble when they went to land 
in their Countrey, as they, came up from 
Para. They are call’d the Torimam̂  they 
dwell on the South-fide of the River, and 
not only polfefs all the Continent along its 
Banks for above fixty Leagues iucceflively, 
but- likewife the greateft part of all thofe 
Iflandsthe Amakone makes in thatlong fpace: 
for „ tho the Extent of Land this People 
poffels is confin’d within the Space of a little 
above fixty Leagues on the River Amazone, 
yet having all the Iflands befides within the

fame
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fame fpace, and all the Continent a good way 
up in the Countrey, they are as numerous as 
any Nation we (aw wherever we fet foot to 
(and all along the River. The grcateft part 
of die Tor'matti are well made, and of a 
better Shape than the reft of the Indians; 
they go naked as well as others, but one may 
well fee by the Air of their Countenances, 
that they have a greater dependance upon 
their Courage than the other Savages: they 
came amongft us, and went from us with 
the greateft Aflurance that could be; and 
there pafs’d no day, but above 200 Canoos 
full of Women and Children came aboard 
our Admiral, bringing with them all forts 
of Fruits, Fifties, Meal' and other things, 
which we bought of ’em in exchange for 
Glafs-Buttons, Needles and Knives. This 
was at the firft Village of the Torimm, 
which is built at the Mouth of a fine Rivet, 
that Teemed to us to be very impetuous, by 
the great Force with which it repuls’d the 
Waters of tlie AmAzone, as it ran into it I 
don’t doubt but the Banks of it are inhabited, 
as well as thole of all the others, by many 
different Nations; but we could not learn the 
Names of ’em, becaufe our Fleet only pafs’d 
by the Mouth of it.

%
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C H A P .  LXII.

T Wo and twenty Leagues below this 
firft Plantation of the Totimaus, we 

met with the greateft Village we had yet feed 
on this great River': The Houfes joined td 
one another, and continued fo to doabovea 
League in length; each of thefc Houfes con- 
tains not only one Family, as is cuftomaty in 
tnoft Cities in Europe, but in thofe that were 
leaft filld there dwelt 4 or 5 entireF&nilies»and 
more in the greateft part of’em. By this may 
be cotljeQtur’d what an incredible multitude 
of people muft needs live ip that one Town. 
We went to their Hopfes, and found all there 
in profound Peace. They waited for our 
comings withoht being at all alarm’d by it, 
and furnifbed us with all neceflary Provisi
ons, which our Fleef: began now to Want. 
We contfoued five days in this Place, and 
ftor’d out felves hefe with a Pfovifion of 
abbve five hundred Meiifures of Meal of 
*  Magnioc; fo that we had more thane-

. ,!! • 'hdugh
0

* This Meal o f Manioc the Author fpeaks of, is bak’d and 
eaten inftead of Bread ot  Cajjjtw. as well in this Coun
t y  he {peaks of, as oa almon all the Grafts o f

♦
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nough of ittoaccomplifliour Voyage, wJiich 
as we continued from thence, we perpetually 
met with the Villages of this Nation one 
foon alter another; at lad; we arriv’d at a 
place thirty Leagues below this great Town, 
which in all appearance is the chief Strength 
of thi$ Nation. ’Tis a great IUand made by 
one Arm of the :Am&zone, as it goes to join 
it felf to another River that comes to fall ing 
to i t ; and both together run againft the 
Banks of this laft River, which are inha* 
bited by fo great a Multitude of people, that 
’tis not without reafon that their Neighbours 
fear and refpe& ’em, if -it were only for 
their Numbers.

*

C H A P .
where the Captains o f Ships (tore themfelye* with ir. 
when they are in want o f Bifquer. This kind o f Meal 
will not only keep good oftentimes as far as' Portugal, 
but will fometimes fetve again in other Voyages, when 
they are over-flock’d with it. It has this Property 
with ir, that ’tis more fit for long Voyages than Caffave, 
becaufe it keeps better. T is true it becomes very in- 
lipid at lad, and fo would the bed Bread we make, if 
kept as long. And ’tis further to be noted, that this 
bak'd Meal can't be made into Bread, am! that the Indi
ans bake it in great Earthen Bafons over the Firealmoft 
as Confectioners do their Sweat-meats \ after which 
they dry it yet more in the Sun, when 'tis prepar'd to  
long Voyages. When you are pad the River o f Amfr 
Kpns, the Indians on the other fide o f the Line know 
neither how to make it, nor the life o f it \ *they only 
make Caflhve, which is Bread made o f this femeMeilof 
Magnmbefore it is bak'd; There is aUb a particular 
way o f preparing th atto  make it keep well t o  long 
Voyages, but not fo well as this bak’d Meal.*

140 A Difcovery of
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C H A P .  LXjEll.
The Extent of the Province of the Yorimaus, 

and of the River Cuchiguara. Of a Peo
ple fo ingenious in working of Wood, that
they equal the heft Maftirs in Europe. .

■ * ‘ ' >
• • . V '* "

T EN Leagues below this Ifland the Pro
vince of the Yqrifnaut ends; and two 

Leagues farther we found on the Soyth-fide 
the Mouth of a famous River which the In
dians call Cuchigmra; ’tis navigable, tho 
there are Rocks in it.infome Places, and ’tis 
very full of Fifh, and well Rock’d with 
TortoMes; its Banks are loaded with Maze 
and Magniot. In a word, it has eye*
neqelfery to make; the Navigation of it eaiy 
and agreeable. All the Banks, of this River
are peopled with different Nations, which! 
ihall name one after another fucceffivef y, be
ginning with thole that dwell at the Mouth 
of it, going on \with thofe that dwell along 
the River upward, which are the Cuehigm- 
ras, and bear the lame Name with the River 
Cmhiguara, te . and in fine, all the laft are 
call’d the Curiguiru $ who, according to the 
Report that Perfons who have been with 
them* and offer’d to conduft us to them, 
gave us, are Giants of fixteen Spans height, 
and very Rout; they go naked as well as the 
others, and wear great Plates of Gold at their

Ears»



fears and Noftrils: We were informed that 
*twould be a Journey of two Months to go 
into the Province of theie Giants from the 

of this Riven - When we had pafled 
feme fpace farther, we found on the South- 
fide the People call’d the Camfums and the 
Xjtrimtrt Which are the moft ingenious and 
curious handy-craft Men that we fa win alt 
the Country. Without any other Tools 
than Rich as I have fpoken of before, they 
make Chairs in the Form of Beafts, with lo 
much Cufiofity, and fo commodious for a 
Man to fit at his Hale, that I think the In
vention of Man Cannot contrive better. They 
make Efiolkas, which are their ordinary 
Weapons, of a very flender Stick, witfi io 
much Art, that ’tis not to be wondred at that 
other Nations in the Country are very defi- 
rous of them ; and which is' very ftrangê  
they’ll cut a rais’d Figure ib much to we 
Life, and To exa&ly upon any coarfe PieceV 
Wood, that many of our Carvers might 
take Pattern by therm ’Tis not only to gfcl* 
tify their own Fancies, and for their own 
Ufe, that they make thefe Pieces of Work} 
but alfo for the Profit it brings them; foi* 
they hereby maintain a Trade with their 
Neighbours, and truck their Work with 
them for any Neceflaries to forve their GcCa* 
fions.

C HA P .
*
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&  H A P. LXIV,
Of the River Bafurara, ank the great Jflards it 

forms: Of the People that inhabit ilkjfe 
Parts: O f their Armst arid the Commerce 
they have with the Dutch that inhabit Cay
enne.

rTp'H irty two Leagues below the Mouth' 
of Cuehiguara we met the Mouth of 

another River on the North-fide, call’d Ba
furara by the Natives: This River extends it 
felf a great way up in the Country, and 
forms (everal great Lakes, io that the Coun- 
try is divided into divers large Ifland% which 
are all peopled with an infinite Number df 
Inhabitants. Thefe Lands lie very high, 
and ire never overflow’d by the Inundations* 
let them be never (b great. This Country 
abounds with all (bits of Provifion, as Maze, 
M&gnioc, all kinds of Fruit, Venifon, Wild- 
Fowl, and Filh, and yields its Inhabitants a 
liberal Maintenance ; which makes it abound 
as much in Men as in all other things. All 
the People that live in the large Extent of 
this Country ire call’d by the general Name 
of Carabuyarvasf and are divided into parti
cular Provinces! fome of which are. call’d 
the Ceraguauas, fkc. All the Indians ufe 
Bows and Arrows; and among fome of 
them I faw Iron Tools and Weapons, as

m



Hatchets, Halbards> Bills and Knives. I 
asked them, by oiir Interprieters, froth

they ahfwered, that they bought them of 
the People of that Country that dwelt near* 
eft the Sea on that fide, who had their Goods
in exchange for ’em; that they were White 
Men like us, and made ufe of the fame Arms, 
as Swords and Guns, and had Houfesupon 
the Sea*Coaft; that the only difference he* 
tween them and us was, tnat they had all

~'1~ir’d uHair, Thefe Tokens were 
to allure us that thefe were 

were in poflieflion of the M< 
oftbe Smooth River, or the River l?hiliL 
fome time before. It was in the Year i6jS, 
that they made a Defoent into Guiana, whfe’j 
depends on the Government .of the New 
Kingdom of Granada, and not only made 
themfelves Matters of the whole JftajtMl, 

 ̂ but came upon it by fuclia

*  The Gut ana is a confiderable part o f die Continent* and
not one o f the Iflands of die Odean, •- as our Author fteins
tofignify imthfc-place* .yet it «pay :w$| cnoughi?e$i<i> 
drat he fpake more truly than lie though^ and dN t# 
River Orenoqne, or Paria, parting from theRiverof A  
maqmsy to qomeafter wards jtoductege it felf istp tte 
Sea,over againft the Ifland o£ La TrmdMfy ^ w fet w  
ninth and tenth Degrees o f Northern latitude $ k Wj 
very well be, I fay, that Guiana by diefe means bccon&s 
an Ifland, comprehending all that Extent o f L$$d  ̂
tween the Mouth pf Qtmque and that p f thf dm4pf 
quite ;to tlie place where diefe two great Rivers did***
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the %iver of Amazons. ' *45
the Spaniards had not time to carry away 
the Holy Sacrament of the Altar, but left it 
in Captivity in the Enemies hand : They 
promifed themfelves a great Ranfom from lis 
to get this noly Pledg out of their hands,

w-m r

licks have for the precious Body of their Sa
viour; but our Men took another Courfe, 
which was, to betake themfelves to their 
Arms, and compofe good Companies o f 
Souldiers who were refolved to go with the 
Courage of Chriftians to expofe their Lives 
to deliver their Saviour from the hands of his 
Enemies. They were big with thefe juft 
and pious Refolutions, which could ohly be 
infpired fr6m Heaven, wjhen we parted 
from thence to returninto Spain, to render 
an Account of our Voyaged

. • ' • ; «f*v* ■ ‘ * -
' V - \ • ’ ’ ' • ' ‘ 

to take their Courfe .aj[imderr till they fall into the Sea
, at above goo Leagues diftance one front another. All 

this Interval is what Geographers commonly call iti their 
Maps the Coaft o f Guiana. In thispbeethe lflandof 
€a)sm is fituate, which is fo famous either for the di- 
versAd ventures which the French Colonies hive had St 
fevcral times m eflabliKhing thcmfelVes there, dr for the 
divers Battels they have had as well with the Ilia n s as 
die Europeans, toniaintahi their Ground ttyere* in 
which they have fucceeded fo w ell,' that *tis now oUe

America*

L
* * ’*
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C  H A P. • LX V,
Of the great River tilled Rtofiegro, |ortho 

Blaek, River} kcmje its Waters are Jo elem-%
that they look blaek again: and of a ft  
Place to fortify upon this Rivert whsoA 
would be 4 means to obtain the Sovereignty 
of the Amazon# "by the way to it from the 
North-Cape tkr/mgh the River ow'd Rfo*

*

> \  '  \  ’  .

ON the fitme NortJi-nae,. thirty Leagws
or fomething lefs from Rafurata, ,we 

met with the largeft Mouth, and the fineft 
River of any that come to throw themfielves 
into the Amamne. It runs a Courfe of i $oo 
Leagues in length} the Mouth of it is a
League and a half wide, which is at the 
Latitude of four degrees; and to fpeak a lit
tle pleafantly, one may fay, this mighty Ri
veris fo haughty,, that ,’tis offended to meet 
with a greater than it lelf; arid, as theiaqom- 
parable ̂ wixow ftretches out its Arms to re
ceive it, this proud River difdains, tobefo 
embrac’d as to lofe it; felf in the other’s Wa-

and fills up half the Red Of the Amazonext 
felf for above the length of twelve Leagues, 
fo that the Waters of the one may be eafily 
diftinguifhed from the other by thofe that
M  ia this Cbann<$. The Portuguez had
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Uck River̂

its Depth, together with' the Clearnefs of 
thoib Waters which ard pour’d into its Chan
nel from feveral great Lakes, make it ap
pear blade, as if it #ere dyed, tho wliep it is 
pat ift a: Oafs it looks as dear as Ctjftal. i t . 
takes its Courfe. frottt Weft to Eatt at itS be
riming, but has fitch gteat Windings, that 
tir a very little fpace it changes its Courfe to 
different Points; but the Courfe it runs for

:ues

give
it re-

it empties it felf into
, is again from W eft to Eafh 

liye upon the Banks of ft 
caH k Curiguafura |  but the ToupiwmbouSy 
o f whom we fhalf fpeak prelcrttly, give it 
the fiame of Vrama, 

in their 
r name to

tains in thofe Tarts, 
is as much as to 
_ lim it from another, 

be. a great Riyer, however is much
this, and named P*j*»dmirat which enters
into theJfpazoxe on the South-fide,a League 
below the Black River. We were affttr’d 
that this River yjas inhabited by a great 
number of People bf different Nations, the 
laft of which wear Clothes and Hats like 
burs.

/

convinc’d us that 
were not remote from our t i 

ll a tie;
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ties in Peru% Thofe that dwell on the Banks 
of the Black River, poifefs a great deal of 
Ground; they are call’d Canica&ris and C«r«- 
fat abas; land the laft Nation is that of the 
Quaravaquazanas, that dwell upon one Arhv 
of the Black River: and ’tis by this Arm, 
as we were fufficiehtly inform’d, that one 
may pafs into the Riogrande, the Mouth o f 
which goes into the Sea at the North-Cape, 
near which River the Dutch have eftablifhcd 
thenifelves.

AH thefe Nations make ufe of Bows and 
Arrows, the tnbft of which they poifon with 
the juice of Herbs. All the Lanas upon this 
Black River are fituate very high, the Soil is 
very good, and if manur’d, would yield 
plenty of all forts of Fruit (even fuch as we 
have in Europe) in fome places that lie well 
to produce,’em., There are a great many 
fine and pleafant Fields all cover’d with ex
cellent Vafturage fuffiqient to nourifh an iri- 
numerable flock of all forts of Cattle. There 
are likewife abundance of good Trees, the 
Timber of which is very good for ail forts of 
Carpenters Work, whether for Land or 
Water: And befides this great plenty of 
Wood, the Country yields very good Stones, 
and that in vaft Quantities, fit for the npbleft
Buildings. | Borders ot it fire 
all foi ls of Game. Indeed it has but a few 
Fifh in comparifon with the;'River î f Awa*

zofssj
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x>6ns; the reafon of which is from the ex
ceeding Clearnefs of the Water: But to, 
make amends for this Deleft, the Lakes 
which are in the Country, and pour their 
Waters into this River, yield tne Inhabi
tants more Fifti than they need, This River 
has at the Mouth of it the beft Situation in 
the World for the making of a Fort, and 
plenty of Stones to build it, which would 
be very proper to hinder our Enemies frptn 
coming by this River to enter intd the great 
Channel of the Amdzone ; .not that I think 
this to be the beft place of all for a Fortifica
tion for fuch a pur pole, but rather leverai 
Leagues above this Mouth, in an Arm that 
goes to caft it felf into the River call’d Rio- 
grandei whofe Mouth (as I have already 
mid)is; in the North Sea: there we might 
place all our Forces with the greateft Cer-
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mg Our
Enemies into this new World, which they 
fp paflftonately defire to difcover; and whicn 
they will fome time, or other attempt,; if 
they are not prevented by leaning this Paf- 
fage. .1 dare not affirm that this River call’d 
the Riogrmde, into which the Arm of the 
iMack River enters, is the,Smooth River, or 
the Vbsfype, forboth enter into the Sea to
ward (the North Cape} but by all the 0b- 
fervations I have made, I am very inclin
able to believe that it is the River Philippe,

L j be-
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enters into the Sea beyond the Cape, but 
this I know for certain, that the Riqgr/thdeM, 
not the River Qrenotpue, becaufe the princi
pal Mouth of it into the Sea is over agaiafi: 
the Ifland of LaTrihidada. which is above a 
hundred Leagues bslow the Place whene the 
jPhilippe empties it felf into the Sea. It Was 
by this River that the Tyrant LopezDaguirri 
pafs’d into the North Sea; and feeing he

very well, feme body elfe 
may as well fuoceed in the fame Attempt, 
and follow the Courfe which another has 
fleer’d before him. ' ’

t v .

C  H A P. LXVI,
i . v  F

* # ;  1

A Mutiny happens in tne Poxiuguez f  leet, 
‘ when they fe& t hemfeIves Jo new home without 

having got any Treafurethey take up. a Re* 
folution to go and pillage the People upon the 
Black R iverf and to get Slaveŝ  but* are pre
vented by Father D'Avii gna. -

U R Fleet lay ftill at Anchor in the 
Mouth of the piack River on the 12th 

day of Ottcber, in the Year 1-639, when the 
Portuguez Souldiers' calling ,to mind that 
they were now almoft as good as at home, 
ftncf had got nothing thefe two Years fince 
they wept out, begamtofook upon the end 
’■ : • • , v ' ■ of



of ttieir Voyagfe as the greatefl: Misfortune 
that could befal them, and to tell one ano
ther, that fince they had reap’d no other Ad
vantage by all the Labour and HardfKp 
they had pafs’d through but the lofs of two 
long Years, and the Incfeafe of their Mile- 
ries, they ought to confider what they had 
to qo while opportunity offer’d it felf; and 
that it Would be a ridiculous thing to expert 
of his Catholick Majefty the Reward of 
thofe Services they had render’d him in the 
Difcoveiy of fo many Countries, feeing a 
;reat many others before them, who had 
teen prodigal of their Blood, and hazarded 

their Lives for the Advancement of the Gran
deur of Sfam̂  had for all that died upon a 
Dunghil, not knowing to whom to apply 
theinlelves for the Relief of their Neceflities.f 4 % ■

Thefe feditious Words being received with 
Applaufe by the greateft part of the Portu
guese they immediately refolv’d to fpeak 
their Minds to their General, and to engage 
him one way or other to fall in with their De- 
figns.

No fooner had they taken up,this Refolu- 
tion, but they addreued themfelves to» him, 
telling him, it was needlefs for them to re- 
prefent to him the rtiilerable Conditipnthey 
were in, fince he knew it as well as them
felves; that they had now been for two 
Years roving up and down upon thefe Ri-

L 4 , vers,
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vers, where, they were every day in cjbû er. 
of pprifliing, either by Hunger or exceflive 
Labour, or by the Arrows of the Savages; 
4nd therefore begg’d him to coppaffionate 
their Neceffity, and not to take it amifs that 
they fought fomc Relief; that they were fure 
that only along the Black River they could 
get as many o f thofe Slaves which tne Indi
ans had taken in War, as would turn to a 
confiderable account to them f  and tho they 
(hould bring nothing home from their Voy
age but theie Slaves, they hop’d they (hould 
not be ill receiv’d by their Friends at Par*, 
but tliat if they (hould return home empty- 
handed, and (hould bring no Slaves with 
them after they had pafs’d through fo many 
populous Provinces, the Inhabitants of which 
durd come to their very Doors to make 
Slaves of them, they (hould be reckon’d the 
mod cowardly and infamous Wretches in 
the World.

I

The General considering he was but one 
againft a great many, and perceiving a Mu- • 
tiny was already form’d in the Minas of the 
Souldiers, thought it not his bed way to irri
tate them any more, but gave ’em permiffion 
to put this Knterprize in execution, feeing 
the Wind favour’d their Entrance into the 
Black River, and fcem’d to invite ’em to this 
Proje£h The Portuguez were tranfported 
with Joy that they had obtain’d this Leave,

i y t  A DifcoVery of



and there was not one amongft ’em but pro
mis’d himfelf at lead: joo Slaves for his (hare. 
This Refolution gave me no fmall Uneafincfs, 
for I did not wen know what were the Ge
neral’s true Sentiments of this Attempt; but 
I foon found both that he had Courage and 
a great deal of Generality, and that he 
was a mortal Enemy of fuch Violences as 
the Souldiers were going to commit; for mjr 
part, by the Grace of God, I thought my 
(elf flrong enough not to need fear any thing, 
and therefore made a firm Refolution wim 
my felf, rather to die a thoufand times if it 
were poffible, than confent to any thing 
that would be againfi: the Glory of God, pr 
againfi: the Service of his Catholick Majefiy. 
At the fame time I went to celebrate the holy 
Mafs, and after I had done, I retir’d with my 
Comrade, that we might confute together 
by what means to hinder fo barbarous and 
diabolical Refolution; and we agreed to make 
an open Proteftation againfi; their Rafhnefs 
and Difobedience.

the Oliver o f  Amazons, 1j $
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CHAP.  LXVtT.
The Order give* to the Fleet to fei fatly which 

was done without noifi. And of the River 
of Wood or Cayary, and the divers Na> 
tioHs that inhabit its Rankŝ  from whence 
there is afisort cut to the Mountain Potofi.

I f  Communicated our Resolution to the Ge

ls ___  rathing could be
more bold than my Protsftation. However, 
be gave fignal Proof of the greacnefs of his 
Courage on this occasion; for he caus’d the 
Paper containing my Protection to he pub- 
lim’d through the Fleet, at the fame time 
commanding the Sea-men to furl the Sails, 
and to put all things in readinefsto pafsoutof 
the Black River the next day, and. to return 
into the Amatone to finifh our Voyage. This 
Order was put in execution, for we went back 
the day following; and continuing our Courfe 
40 Leagues loweron the South- fide, we found 
the great River of Woody which is a Namfr 
the rortuguez gave it when they came from 
Far Ay becaufc of the vaft quantity of pieces 
of Timber this River carried down with it: 
But the proper Name of it among the Indians, 
that dwell near it is Cayari ;> it comes (as I 
have faid) from the South-fidc, and, as we 
were told, is form’d of two great Rivers,

glad to find me of
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which tneet together feme Leagues above the 
Mouth of it. And in all probability, feeing 
it was by this River that the Toupinomhous, 
came down into this Country  ̂ one may ven
ture to affirm, that there is no (hotter and 
furer way to come at the Province of Potof9 
than by the way of this River. There are 
many Nations inhabiting the Ihores of it; 
the firft on the (Me of the Mouth of it are 
die 'Zjtvist&t) and the Cayamuy and above them 
arethe Vrmhmsi the Anamarisy the Guari- 
nomas, the Quran artss the Pepunacast and the
Abscaris. Front the Mouth of this River as 
you go down die Amazone you meet with 
the Zytpwoy*If, and the Wbmtingasy who are 
excelled Workmen in Wood: below them 
are die Guurmsquocot, the 'Maraguos, the 
GumqiSf die jBonsfr, the Puttovis, the Ore- 
quarts, the Aperae, and other Nations, of 
whofe Names I can give no certain account.,

C  H A P. LXVIII.
Of the lfland of the Toupinambous, who

came out of Brazil token it ms conquer'd by 
the Portuguez, and mode themfehes Mqjiers 
of this Ifland,

i

T 'Wenty eight Leagues below the River 
Caym, as we contin&d our Courfe ott

the Amacpne on the South-fide, wo arriv'd at1 *
■ a
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a great ‘Ifland 60 Leagues in breadth, and 
confequently above 200 Leagues in eompalk 
This whole Ifland is peopled with the va
liant TouPinambous, who when Brazil was 
conquer’d, voluntarily ©ril’d themfelves from 
their Country, chooflng rather to quit all the 
Province of Fernamheo than to lofe their 
liberty, and to fubmit thetnfelves to the fc- 
vere Government of the Portuguez: They 
left above 84 great Villages where they had 
planted themfelves, and came away fo uni- 
verfalty,'that there was not one living Soul 
left in all their Houfes. They took their 
way on the left-hand of thofe great Moun
tains call’d Cordeliers, which begin at the 
Strait of Magellan, and crofs through all 
Southern '.America, from North to South, 
They pafs’d all the Rivulets and Rivers that 
defcend from thofe Mountains to difcharge 
themfelves into the Ocean. Some of 'em 
came as far as Per a, and dwelt with the Spa
niards towards the Source of the River Cy* 
ari: they continued with ’em fome time; but 
a Spaniard having caus'd one of ’em to be 
whipp’d for killing a Cow, they could not 
put up this Injury, but refolv'd all robe gone,; 
and making ufe of the Advantage of the Ri
ver, they all embark’d in their Canoos and 
went down it as far as this great Ifland,
> where they now dwell. They {peak the ge
neral Language of BrdziL which extends

tliroueh



ft

through all the Country that clje Portuguez 
have conquerM asfar a? Maragnon and’P4rs t 
They tola us, that when-their Fathers left 
Brazil, Hot knowing*how to getSuftenand© 
all together in j the Defarts through; which 
they .were to pafs, they were conftrain’ddu- 
ring a March o f  above 900 Leagufcs to fepa- 
rate by reafon of their, multitude, fo mat 
fpme went one way, and feme another; and 
by this means all the Mountains of Peru call'd 
the Cordeliers are peopled with the Toupi- 
nambous. This is a very brave and valiant 
Nation, of Indians, as they made themfelves 
appear to be. to the People whom they found 
in this Ifland, where they afe at prefent efta*, 
ftlilh’d; i For in all app^rance > thefe Twpi- 
mmbous were very few in comparifon of the 
Inhabitants Of this Ifland when they arriv'd 
there, yet *ti$ certain they fo often beat, and 
fo entirely fubdued all thole they fought 
with, that after they, had deftroy’d whole 
Nations, they forc’d the reft to leave their 
Native Country in fear, and to go and plant 
themfelves in very diftant Regions. I ’hele 
Warlike Savages ule Bows and Arrows with 
great dejeterity, and have fo noble a <Courage, 
and Greatnefs of Mind, that in thefe <QuaIi- 
ties they, feem not to come behind the rnoft 
accbmplilh'd Nations in Europe, But tho a!« 
moft all of ’em are hut the Children or Grandr

canae from brazil into
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the Alliances they contract with thofe oif 
this C6untry,and by their aceufltomihg them- 
felves to the manner of living us’d by the
original Inhabitants. 'They all receiv’d us
with Demonftrations of extraordinary Joy j 
and let tis know, that they thought to re* 
folve in a little time to enter into a Treaty 
with us, and to put themfelves in the nurji- 
her of the Allies and Friends of the People 
.of Pa?a. This Declaration of theirs pleas’d 
me very much, and made me hope, that no 
fmall Advantages would accrue to our Na
tion by it : For if thefe valiant People once 
become of our Party, it tnaft heeds be an 
eafy matter for us to bring alt the other 
Nations of the River of Atmans to reaffc 
nable Terms, lince theiels none of ’em hut 
tremble at the very Name o f the 
nambous.

the Ingenuity of 
their Language \ 
of the Salt-rits in Peril
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neral Language of £f4t^  wljjdi many'of 
our For tugne/t* that have, been born ar 
there, fpeak as well as they, we had the 
Advantage of a very particular Account of 
divers, things, which I am going to rdat©,
and which may bshelieved on their Report, 
hecaufc they- are a people that have rov’d a 
broad, and fu%£ed all the ‘
Countries to twit Power. us*

l".

Hereupon
thient that are yery temarleabk v onp of ’em 
ar© iPwarfs as fmall a a little Children, and
a y e , c a l l e d t b e ^ o ther h a R a c e o f 

fe^tnrn’d b & A  ’em* fo that thofe that

follow their Trade* would 
from, ’em ioftead ol overtaking ’em; 
are called Mkt4jm y and are tributary to the
T,oufhwnbMs, whom they are 
fyrnilh with Hatchets, made of Sjtoneld 
great Trees withj, when they have a mind to 

a . Piece of Ground * for they frame
very neatly, and ’tis their 

to make of *em 
moreover, that on the 

River, that is
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only feed upon Ffuits and fome fmall wild 
Animals, without ever fighting one with a- 
nother when they are angry , or ever taking 
up Arms to defend themlelves from other 
Nations, "they areof no account in the Coun
try. They further told us, that themfelves 
had been a long time at Peace with another 
Nation, whbfe Confines extend to thofe we 
have juft fpoken of, and had a regular Trade 
with ’em for all Commodities, wherewith 
either Countrey abounded; and that the 
principal thing they had from this People 
was Salt, for which they gave ’efti other 
thihgs in exchange; and thatthis Salt came 
from a Place not far diftant from ’em. If this 

• be true, thefe Salt-pits would' be of great 
advantage to the Spaniards, and would ferye 
’em not only for thofe parts of the Countrey 
that are conquer’d,, but alfo for the more 
commodious eftablifhing of Colonies on the 

\ Banks of this great River. But if there 
fiiould be nothing in this Story on this fid& 
it is not to be doubted but Salt is to be found
in great abundance along thofe Rivers that 
icome down on the fide or Peru ; becaufe iiv 
the Year 16 $ i, when I was in the City of 
Lima* two Men went from thence at two

times to
v t  i j

as much as they could carry: they 
came to a certain Plaice,

went
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at a Mountain all $f Salt, of which the Inhabi
tants made great ad vantage,being become ve
ry rich by the Traffick they had in exchange 
for it from thole Indians that came a great 
way to buy it; not that it is any.ftrangething 
ih reruf*and in all the Mountains, to lee 
Rocks of Salt-ftones, the Salt of which is 
Very good; for no other is made ufe of in all 
that Countrey: ’Tis got out of the Rock 
with iron Inftruments in great pieces, each 
of which weigh 5 or 6 * Arobas. This Pro
vince of the Ttmfinambous is fixty fix Leagues 
ip, length,,and ends with a great ToWn fi- 
tuatea at the latitude of 3 Degrees, as is 
ajfo thejfirft Town of the Indian Aguas, of 
which we have “

\ * * * ' 9 ' - i

1 *  The Aroint is a Weight o f 2$ Pounds, as die Quintal is 
J o i n  100 Pounds*
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Of the Amazons, m Account of their Man- 
mrs.gmd Cufioms.
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by which it ha? been known from the very 
ftrft Pjfeoveiry of it to thisday, not only by 
tl’iofe who have navigated it, b^talfo by all 
Coimographers who have given any good 
account of it. It would be very, ft range if 
the Name Qf Amazons Should have been im« 
po?’d on this River without any reasonable 
Ground; and that tho it well defer ves a 
Name that might render it fkmous, it Should 
only he known by a fabulous one: This does 
not feem at all probable that fuch a River as 
this, that poffeSfes fo many Advantages abov« 
all others, Should have deriv’d its Glory from 
a Title that does opt belong to it ; like what 
we fee in fome Men, who when they have 
pot Vertue enough to obtain the Glory they 
defire by their own Merit, are fomean fpj- 
rited and disingenuous to deck themfelves 
with the advantageous Qualities of others: 
But the Proofs that give affurance that 
there is a Province of Amazons on the Banks 
of this River, are fo ftrong and convincing, 
that it would be a renouncing of moral Ger* 
tainty to fcruple the giving cijedit to it. I 
don’t build upon the folemn Examinations 
made by the Authority of the Sovereign Court 
of Quito, in which many WitnelTes have been 
heard that have been born in thofe Parts, 
and li v’d there a long time; and of all things 
contain’d in their Frontier Countries, one of 
the principal which is particularly affirm’d

by
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by ’eai is, that oneaof fhafe (Provinces near 
pur River is peopled With a fortidf.jWafli&e 
Women, Whd live together, and maintain 
tfeeh,'GiovPri!iiinent alone, without ithe Com.

Men.; that at a icertain Seafoii Of
ITfikt* the SdCisttf iVferi in cm**

per to perpetuate tbetrRace; hut ’at&llOther 
tikwes live together-in their Towns, and im- 
pifoy tthetn&lyes in manuring die Ground* 
from Which with hard Labour theyffrocurfc 
all Neeeflaries for the Support andlCbtnforc 
of Life, Nor will I infill on other Infor
mations that have been made in the new 
Kingdom of Granada, at the Royal Seat of 
the City of Pajfo, where feveral Indians 
weremamined, and particularly one Indian 
Woman, who affirm’d that fhe had been in 
die very Countrey which diefe valiaht Wo* 
men inhabit, ana whofe Account was in 
every refpeQ: conformable to what had been 
before auerted in the foregoing Relations : 
but I can’t conceal what I have heard with 
my Own Ears, and the Truth of which I 
have been enquiring after from„my firft em
barking on the Amazme; and I muft lay I 
have been inform’d at all the Indian Towns 
wheKe I have been, that there are fuch Wo*

an ac*
men hi sue countrey as a nave auuve
bed; and every one that gave 
count of ’em did it by Chara&ers 
agreeing with the reft, that if there be no*

M &



thing in it, it rnuft irieeds befaid that the 
greateft Lie in the World paffes throughout 
all America for one of the moft certain Hifto-' 
rical Truths. However we had the cleared: 
Information of the Province where thefe 
Women dwells of their Angular Cuftoms, 
of the Indians that cOrrefponu with them, of 
the Ways into their Country, and of thofe 
Indians with whom they converfe to prevent 
the Extinction of their Race in the laft Vil-

t t

lage* which makes the Frontier Town be- 
t w een them and the T oupinambous.
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C H A P .  LXXI.
The befi Account of the Amazons of America.

/

T Hirty fix Leagues below this utmoil 
Village of the Toupinambous, as you 

go down our Great River, you meet with 
another on the North-fide, which comes 
from the very Province of the Amazons, 
and is known among the People of the 
Country by the Name of Curnris. This 
River bears the Name of thofe Indians that 
dwell neareft to the Mouth of it: Above 
thefe firft People higher up the River Cum- 
tie you meet with other Indians call’d Apotos, 
that fpeak the general Language of Brazil; 
higher ftill you find the Tagaris, and laftly 
the Guacaras, who are the People that have

' 4 the



the Privilege to converfe with thefe valiant 
Women, and enjoy their Favours.' They 
dwell upon huge Mountains, that are pro-, 
digioufly high, among which there is one 
that lifts its Head a great Height above all 
the reft, which is fo buffeted with Winds, 
that it is quite barren, and looks very bare; 
the Name of it is Yacamiaba. Thefe Wo
men (as has been faid) are very cpuragious, 
and have always maintain’d themfelves alone 
without the help and afltftance of JVlen; and 
when their Neighbours come into their Coun
trey at a time concerted with them, they re
ceive ’em wi$h their Weapons in their Hands, 
which are Bows and Arrows, and which 
they exercifc as if they were going againft 
their Enemies; but knowing well that the 
others don’t come to fight, but are their 
Friends, they lay down their Arms, and all 
run into the Canoos or other little Veffels of 
thefe Indians, and each Amazon? takes the 
Hammock (a Cotton Bed they hang up to 
fleep in) which fhe finds next at hand; this 
flie carries home, and hangs up in a Place, 
where the Owner of it may know it again 
when he comes; after which fhe receives 
him as her Gueft, and treats him thofe few 
days they continue together. Thefe In
dians afterward return to their own Dwel
lings, and never fail to make this Voyage 
every Year at the appointed time. The

M 3 Girls
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Girls which they bear are brought up by 
their Mothers, and inftru&ed in the ufe of 
Arms, as well as inur’d to Labour, as if they ■ 
were ambitious to advance the wonted Va
lour of their Predecedors ftill to a greater 
Height. As forthe Male-Children, ’tis not 
certain what they do with ’em: 1 la w an 
Indian whb told me, that whep he was a 
Child he was with his Father at fuch an En- 
tefview,' r̂id allured me, that they gave the 
Male Children to their Fathers the next 
time they came after their Bifth. But the 
common Report is, that they kill all their 
Males aS foon as they are born: and* this is 
generally fuppos’d to be the truefl1 Account. 
Time will difeover the Truth of this Matter. 
’Tis certain they have Treafures in theif 
Country, enough to enrich the whole World: 
TheMouth of thisRiver, upon theBanksof 
which the Jmazaits dwell', is: at the Latf-

\66 A PifcoVery of

C  H A P. LXXI'I.
[iverYexamina* and the Strait of the, 

' Amazriue, where it is, hut a gaiter of i  
Leagupw breadth* ' •

- - iV . V  ' . * , •

Fter having crofs’d the Mouth of the 
true River' dffAtotazotsf,, we came' 

jbwn 24 Leagued more Upori dur 'greats Ri-
9
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ver, and on the fame Nortb-fide found ano
ther fmall River call’d Vexamm, which en
ters into the Amaz/me juft at the place wher, 
this great and fpocious River grows narrow 
and is lb /but up by the Land, that it con
tracts it felf into the fpace of a little more 
than a quarter of a League. The Situation 
is extremely favourable for the building of 
two Forts on the two Ranks of our incom
parable River, which would not only ob» 
ftruft the Paflage of an Enemy that mould 
come up this River from the Sea, but Would 
alfb ferVe for Cufltom-houfes for the Entry df 
every thing that Jhould be carried down 
from Peru this way, if this River fjftmkf ever 
be inhabited and ftoek’d with , the People of 
our Nation. Tho this Strait is at y6o Leagues 
diftance front the Sea, yet the Bowing and 
ebbing of Tides are perceiv’d here; for the 
River is feen to increafeand diminiftr every 
day,, akho not fo fenfibly as feme Leagues 
below. *

*
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The River of the Tapajotos; their Courage, 
their poifon'd Arrows, and the manner of 
their treating the Portuguex, Fleet.

FOUR Leagues below this Strait, on the 
South-fide, is the Mouth of the great 

and noble River of the Tapajotos, which bor
rows its Name from that of the Inhabitants 
o f the Province which it waters. This Coun- 
tty is well Rock’d with Indians; the land 
or it is very good, and abounds with all forts 
of Provision: Thele Tapajotos are a courage
ous People, and are dreaded by all the Nati
ons that dwell near ’em, becaufe they inve
nom their Arrows with fo fubtile a Poifon, 
that they kill thofe they wound, there being 
no Remedy found powerful enough to refill 
their Venom. This was the only Reafon 
why the Portuguez themfelves were fo long 
their Neighbours without having any Com
merce or Alliance with them, thothey were 
very defirous of obtaining their FriendIhip; 
but when they would have obliged ’em to 
ouit their Country, and to come and inhabit 
the Places which the Portuguez had con
quer’d, the Tapajotos would never give their 
Confent to it, becaufe nothing in the World 
touches ’em more fenfibly, than to talk to

’em



’em of leaving their native Country. Not 
but that they received our Men very kindly, 
and with a great deal of Joy, wnen they 
landed in their Country: We had large Ex
perience of their Kindnefs when we lodged 
at one of their great Towns, which con
tain’d above 500 Families, where for a whole 
day they were continually coming to vifit us, 
bringing us Hens, Ducks, Filh, Meal, Fruits, 
and all other things we wanted, with To 
much Freedom and Confidence in us, that 
the Women and Children did not care to go 
out of our fight: Nay they frankly told us, 
that if the Portuguez would let them alone 
to enjoy their own Houfes, they fhould come 
if they pleas’d, with all their Hearts, to 
dwell amongft ’em ; and that they would re
ceive ’em, and ferve ’em as their Deft Friends 
as long as they liv’d.

#

*

C H A P .  LXXIV.
The illTreatrpent thefi People receiv'd from the 

Portuguez, at this time,

the Quiver o f Amazons. i dp

\  XL the Civilities of the Tapajotos were 
X "\  not fufHcient to touch the Minds of 
People that mind nothing but Self-intereft̂  
and the Gratification of their covetous Hu
mour, fuch as thpfe that go to conquer thefe 
Countries, propofing nothing to themfelves



in lb long and difficult an Enterprise, but to 
get a great number of Slaves to fell, or truck 
iror other Goods; who therefore had icarce 
Patience to hear the Propofils of thele poor 
People, much lefs fo much Juftice as to treat 
’em with Civility and Reafon; but having 
got a Notion that thefe People had abundance 
of Slaves to wait on ’em, began to treat ’em 
as Rebels, to commit great Outrages upon 
’em, and to menace’em with a cruel War. 
AH things were in this nofture when wear- 
rived at the Port of the Pdrtuguez call’d 
DeJlierrOy that is [the Fort of Bamjbmetif] 
where their Troops were coming together to 
put in execution this barbarous Delign. I 
not being able wholly to hinder it, however 
endeavour’d by the beft Methods I could 
take, at Ieaft to fufpend the execution of it 
for a little time, till I could give the Gover» 
nour of Para advice of it. He that was to

l?o A DifcoVery o f

command in this Expedition was Benoife Ma- 
ztely the Governour of Para's Son, who was 
conftituted in the Office of Serjeant Mkjor of 
the State. He gave1 me his Word that he 
would net advance tq put his Enterprize in 
execution till he had received frefb Orders 
from his Father But J had fearcele&him 
Before he embark’d as tnahySouldiersw he 

‘ could in a Brigantine arm’d with" Pieces of 
Canon, and in other lefs Weffds, with which 
he came luddenly upon- ’fern- totoprize%n

* '



Thefe poor People immediately accepted 
Peace, with a thoufand Teftimonies of their 
good Affe&ipn to the Pbrtagtrez ; and when 
they had fubmkted their Perfons to their 

Icafufe, Mazifi. commanded ’em to brini 
in* all fheppifon’d Arrows they had, whicl 

was what they moft fear’d : Thefe poor 
Wretches prefently obey’d, and they were 
no> foomer diferm’d but the Portuguez made 
’em all come together,, and! raefes^’etn Me 
Sheep* in a Fold,, fecurkg ’em* with a ftrong 
Guard; and immediately let Idofe a great 
many Indians of their ovra Company, whom 
they brought With1 ’em1, who for doing of 
MMchief are like fe» many unchaitPd1 perils?; 
and dlefe in a very little time Pack’d this 
Wliote Town, lb that* they fe>oiP<l arid* broke 
every thitig ihifj.; they fell’d riif the Daugh*- 
ters arid Wives of thefe mifembre' Cfeatures, 
rind committed fuch* abominable Violences 
before tlieit* Eyes, that one of the Company 

aye mê an* account of this Aaibn, .pro- 
tefeedl fb me; that he* had rather never nave 
any Sikvfes, chant© procure ’Crii rit this rate; 
rind that he would fboner leave all tftofe he 

in tK>lfeffib% than fee liich Cruelties 
agaim 1 .

the o f Amazons. i ? i
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C H A P .  IX X V , .
Thatfuch kind of Treatment makes tbefi Peo

ple hate the Europeans, and that they have 
as much Subtlety as Courage to defend them- 

[elves, : '

r T ' 1 H E Inhumanity of the Portuguez did 
B not flop here; for they having no 

other defign than that of procuring Slaves, 
were riot fatisfied in having the Matters in 
poffelfion: therefore they endeavour’d to 
affright thefe poor Indians, whom they kepi: 
under Guard, with terrible Menaces, and 
made ’em tremble at the thoughts of the 
new Cruelties they faid they would exercife 
on ’em, if they would not give ’em Slaves; 
and on the other hand promis’d them, that if 
they would, they ihould not only have their 
full Liberty, but they would confider ’em as 
their bell: Friends; and betides, Would give 
’em as many Iron Tools and Cotton Clothes 
in exchange for ’em, as Jhould fully fatisfy 
’em. What could thefe poor Creatures do 
more than abandon themleives to the Dtfcre- 
tion of their Enemies ? They faw they were 
in their hands, depriv’d of their Arms, their 
Houfes plunder’d, their Wives and Daugh
ters ravilh’d. They therefore offer’d to pro
cure ’etd a thoufand Slaves, arid font fome rif

their



I their Company to get ’em together; but thefe 
poor Wretches were fled away to feeure 
themfelves while the Town was pillaging; 
therefore they could not poffibly get above 
two hundred: Thefe they deliver’d to the 
Portuguez, and promifingto procure all the 
reft for which they had engag’d/ were let at 
liberty. In the Condition thefe poor Crea
tures were, they would have given their ve
ry Children for Slaves, to ciome to a Com- 
polition with their Enemies, as they have 
frequently done; The Portuguez ptit all thefe 
Slaves in a Veflel, and fent’em to Maugnon 
and Para. This I affert as a thing I faw 
with my own Eyies : This Prey Was very 
grateful to the Portuguez, ; and their Succeft 
in this Expedition fo encouraged’em, and 
excited their Avarice, that they foon made 
preparation to go and leek a greater BOoty of 
this kind in another Province more remote

the d!(iver o f Amazons. 17$

upon this great River. ’Tis not to be doubted 
but they exercis’d frill greater Cruelties, be- 
caufe in thefe Expeditions there go very few

any Honour or Confcience, who
capable of aflifting him that com

mands, to reftiain the Souldiers Barbarities. 
Thefe things mpft needs enrage all the In-

. _ 1* .1 •_ - r k + S _ » rt , 1
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have caus’d among tnofe People), k  will hfe 
found a matter of that great dimeulty that 
’twill fOaree ever be aceomplilh’d j whereas 
in the State we left thefb People Upontheili*- 
vtr when we pafs’d bythdr Coufitriet, no* 
thing could have beenmore e&fy than co havfe 
madea General Peace with them* Thtsfe are 
the Conquefts of Br/t&il fo much talk’d of, 
and this is the Traffifck the Souldiers live up
on : and let me add, this is the trutMd juft 
Caufe for which God puniife thefe mi%able

. tually ift War aftd Trouble, and have fcacee 
Bread to eat. And I brieve, if it were npt 
that God in loftle Ibvt makes uieof ’«m tOao* 
oomplifh his Defigns upen the Indians# and 
that they are continually v ugag’d in War a- 
gainft the Dutch, and bav/; already obtain’d 
Several Vi&ories ©vferthofe * H&vetkksi ifk  
were not, I fay# for thqfe things, I  believe

. our

* Note, That this Ditcoverywas wade at-a timewhenthe 
Portuguex were continually driviq| the 6utc!i ftom oos 
Oarifon or another in Braftlfif wfiich they

made of this Country was the pccafion pt the Eftablifh- 
went o f the WeftAnfod Company [w Hotlcmd, tewelife*
the carrying on

11* u u i r  b id  a u v r v w  u u k v  *«*T V

had any thing beyond the tine. Oh this M tiXim  tine, 
they yet poffefe Sum m  on the Continent* m i the Iflanfl 
o fCordjjbl, or CHtdzjtô  ami they haveililj a grqtnvW  
ftrbng Places On the Weftern Coafl of Africâ  and 
Faftories in divers places on thatvCoa(V



I

our Lord Jefiu Chrift would have ̂ ong fince 
extirpated fuch cruel and abominable Con
querors. But to return to the Tapajotos, and 
the famous River upon the Banks of which 
they dwell; I iay,thebottomof this River is 
very good, fo that a greatEngiifh Veffel fome 
Years ago went a confiderable way up it, 
with adefign to make Plantations in this Pro* 
vince, and to fettle the Trade of Tobacco

tk fjftiver <rf Amazons. t j  5

they offer’d ’em very advantageous Ter his: 
but the Tapajotos would accept of none, but 
furpriz’d the Englilh unawares; and kill’d 
all they could come at lifter, they had feiz’d 
their Arms, which they keep to this day.
Thus they made the reft leaye the Country 
in more nafte than they come to it ;  for 
they efeap?d in their YeifeJy, and by 
ting §&i| with all fpeed avoided fuch ano
ther Rencounter, which would have de- 

’em alh .■ v  . v
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C H A P .  LXXVT.
Of the River Curupatuba, atsd the Account 

; we receiv'd of Mount Am of Gold, Silver, 
Azure, and precious Stones, among the In
habitants of this River.

with the River Curupatuba, which comes 
down on the North-fide of the Amazone, 
and gives its Name to the firft Indian Town 
that is at Peace with the Portuguez, and un
der the Prote&ion of their King. This Ri
ver is not very big, but very wealthy, if the 
Natives are to be believ’d, who adore us, 
that at the end of fix days Voyage up the 
Stream of it, there is a little Rivulet, in the 
Sand and Banks of which there is a great 
quantity of Gold found below the place 
where it wafhes the foot of an indifferently 
large Mountain called Tuquaratinci. The 
Indians moreover told us, that near this Ri
ver there is another place call’d Picarit front 
whence they have often taken a fort or Me
tal harder than Gold, but -very white (with
out doubt they mean Silver) with which 
they were wont formerly to make Hatchets

lout forty Leagues below the Mouth of 
the River or the Tapajotos we met



and Knives; but finding the Tools made of 
this Metal were apt to have their Edg turn’d 
when any Strefs was put to ’em, they did 
not make any account of ’em. They furtlu r 
rave us an account, That near the Strait I 
nave fpoken of, there are two Hills, one of 
which by the Signs they gave of it, is in all 
probability a Hill of Azure; and it feems the 
other, which they call Penagara, when the 
Sun fhines, or when the Nights are clear and 
bright, glitters and fparkles as if it were full 
of rich Diamonds. They allur’d us that 
horrible Noifes Were heard in it from time to 
time, which is a certain fign that this Moun
tain contains Stones of a great Value in its 
Entrails.

the (Rher o f Amazons. (169)

C H A P .  LXXVII.
OftheRiverGinipSLpe, which has Treafures 
'o f  Gold in its Banks, and is famous for a good 

Soilfor Tobacco, and Sugar-Canes.

'H E River Ginipape which comes down
_ bn the Nbrth-fide, and enters into the

Amazone 60 Leagues below the Villages of 
Curupatuba, prorriiies as great Treafures and 
as rich Mountains as thofe of which we ha ve'

* M juft



juft now fpokcn. The Indians affure us of 
fo much Gold along the Banks of it, that if it 
be according to their Relation, this one River 
poUTclTes more. Reiches than are in all Peru, 
TI10 Lands this River waters are of the Go
vernment of Maya?non, which is in the hands
• t * '

of Bmedito Mattel: And without counting 
the great Extent of this Country, which a- 
1 one is larger than all Spain join’d together,, 
and that it contains feveral Mines of which 
we have very certain knowledg; I fball only 
fay that generally the Ground of it is of 
the beft kind for the Production of all forts 
of Grain and Fruit,and what may turn to the 
Account of thofe that inhabit it, that is to be 
found in all the vaft.. Extent of the great Ri
ver of Amazons. This Country is fituate on 
the North-fidc, and comprehends feveral 
great Provinces of Savages. But that which is 
yet more'confiderable is, that in this Country 
are thofe Fields fo famous for the Production 
of prodigious quantities of TucuL Our Ene
mies the Dutch have given a Reputation to 
thefe Lands,- and have often found by. Ex
perience,mot only the Goodriefs and Fertility 
'of the Soft, (but alfo the vaft Profits with 
Whicly this ilone is capable of inr ich jog its
Inhabitants : Therefore, they could' never 
forget this jweet place, but have itfade Flfei
tatioHs there feveral times, tho to their Da-

* .  * * * w . *
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the tfdjvzr o f Amazons, ( ' i f  i )
Inage arid Sorrow, bccaufe they have been 
always forc’d out of ’em by the Portuguez. 
Therefore ’tis worth Confideration. that this 
Place is very good to make great Plantatiors 
of Tobacco, and that there’s no part of all 
the Countries that have been clifcofrer’d that 
is better for the planting of Canes, and lor 
making' f Sugar. This Soil returns all the 
Cultivation that is bellow’d Upon it with 
Ufury, and produces all forts of Provifion 
in extraordinary plenty: There are very fine 
pieces of Paftufe-ground, which in their vaft 
Extent would feed an infinite number of all 
forts of Cattle. Six Leagues above the" 
place where this River empties it felf into 
die Ametzoney the Portuguez had a Fort 
which they call’d Del Dojlierro, that is 
[The Fort of Banijhment ] kept only by 
thirty Souldiers, and fome pieces of Artille
ry, which was of mote ufe to keep the . 
Ihdians that are reduc’d under the Power of 
the Portuguez, in Fear and Subje&ion, and 
to maintain the Authority of the governor, 
than to fecure the River and obftru£t the
Paffage of an Enenty. This Fort has been 
lince defmolifll’d by Binedito Maud with the 
Confent of the Governor of Curiipay which
is thirty Leagues lower down the River : 
But it is to be remark’d* that it was fituard
in a place of fome G

* M
nation, leeing
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their Enemies Veffels were oblig’d to pay 
Cuftom for their Paffage that way.

( i j i )  A DifcoVery o f
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C H A P .  LXXVIII.

Of the River Paranaiba.
* *

'^ p E N  Leagues below the River Girth 
pape on the South-fide is a fine, large 

and noble River that comes to render Ho
mage to the Amazone, into which it dif- 
charges it felf by a Mouth two Leagues 
wide. The People of the Country call it 
Paranaiba; there are upon the Banks of it 
fome Villages of Indians that are at Peace 
with the Portuguez, and that have fettled 
themfelves upon the Mouth of this River, 
in Obedience to the Orders of the Governor 
of this Province. There are many other 
Nations further up in the Country, but we 
could not have any fatisfa&ory Account of 
’em any more than of divers other things 
upon this great River.

CHAP.
t t

t



the Quiver o f Amazons. (17 3)

C H A P .  LXXIX.

A farther Account of the River of Amazons: 
Of the multitude of IJlands near the Mouth 
of it, inhabited by an infinite Number of 
People of different Nations.

*> #

T W  0 Leagues below the River Gini~ 
pope, of which I have given fdme ac

count m the 'j’jth Chapter, our River of 
Amazons begins to divide it ielf into divers 
great Arms, which form that great Number 
of Iflands that feem to float upon its Waters, 
till it enters into the Sea. Thele Iflands are 
inhabited by Nations that differ one from 
another, both in their Languages and Cus
toms. Not but that moft ol ’em underftand 
the Language of Brazil very well, which 15 
the general Tongue in thofe Parts. - The 
Number of thefe Iflands is foereat, andtfte 
People that dwell in’em fo different, that kis 
not poffible for me to give a particular Ac
count of what is obfervable amongft ’em, 
without compiling another Volume. How
ever I’ll name fome of the moft conflderable 
and beft fcnown amongft ’em, as the Tapuyas,



and the valiant Pmoxos, which laft dwell on 
the fide of a River (the Name of which they 
bear) that enters into the Amazone eighty 
Leagues above the River Paranaibat and up
on the iBank of this Iaift River too. Thefe 
Iflands are fo well peopled, that there’s po 
end of the number of the Inhabitants of’erft, 
nor indeed of their Villages; infomuch lihac 
fome of tile Portuguez allur’d me, they had 
feen no Countries better ftock’d with Peo
ple through the whole Extent of tho Ama-
zone*

0  ? 4) A fltfcoVery o f
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C H A P. LXXX .

Of the Town of Commuta* V

FOrty Leagues below the Pacaxss lies 
the Town of Commuta, which for

merly was much noted not only for the 
multitude of its Inhabitants, but likewife 
b ĉaufe it us’d to be the place of rertdez- 
vouz, where the Indians alfembled their 
Armies when they were about ito make any 
Incurfions upon their Enemies: Blit fince 
Brazil has been conquer’d, it is almoft un
inhabited, the People being retir’d into

' other
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other Parts; fo that Provifion is fcarce there, 
only for lack of a little Care arid Pains to 
jmnu,r$ the Ground, which ftill retains its 
former Fruitfulnefs; and that’s all that re
mains there, unlels it he a frnatl number 
of the Natives: Tho ’tis the mpft lonely 
Situation tp dwell in, and; has the mpft 
agreeable Profpeft in the World, fo that, 
it would continually furniHi thofothaf Ihould 
fettle in jt with all the Conveniences and 
Pleafures of life.

C H A P .  LXXXI.
: * * ' / <

* . » . f ■ ■ / : ■ ■ ■ ■

Of the River of the Tocantins, and of 4 
French Man that fail'd into this Country to 
fetch the $and of it.

. . Ti v

Ehind the Town of CqmmutA paffes 
the; River of the to ,throw

£lelf into the and has tho Repu-
tatioh in this Country o f being very rich, 
and that not without good reafon in all ap
pearance: yet the Worth of it has hot been
yet known by any, but only by one French
Man, who was wont to corhe alhore upon 
the Banks of it every Year, and return’d with 
his Veflels jloaded only with the Earth, out
'■  •• ■ of
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of which, by reining, he got a quantity of 
Gold. ’Tis faid he inrich’d himfelf with 
this Trade, without ever daring to let the 
Natives know the Value of the Earth he 
carried away, for fear they fliould become 

: his Enemies, when they came to know what 
Riches were in their Sand" and fo fliould 
take up Arms againft him to hinder him from 
trahfporting this Commodity as he was wont 
to do. Some Portuguez Souidiers going from 
Thernambuc fome Years ago, wit;h a Prieft 
in their Company, pad over all the Cordelier 
Mountains, and arriv’d at the Sotirce of the 
River of the Tocantins, with a defign to 
make fome new Difcovery, and to feck, for 
fome Golden Mountains; and having a mind 
to know this River, and to go down quite1 
to its Mouth, were fo unhappy as to fall in
to the hands of the Tocantins, who kill’d 
’em every one. And ’tis not long fince the 
Chalice was found in the hands of thefe 

'Indians, with which the good Pried cele
brated Mafs during his Travels.
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LXXXII.

Of the Fort of Para which is in the hands 
of the PortUgeze, andofthe Jjland&l 
tolfcil, or o f me Sun, and the Commod̂  
otijUefs of it for Plantations'.

H E Great Fort o f  Para is built 
Thirty Leagues below: Com- 

mutâ  it belongs to the Portuge%er and 
is under the command of a Governor, 
who has the overfight bf all other Offi
cers o f Garrifons belonging to this Go
vernment he has for his Gamfon or
dinarily Three Companies ofFopt, un
der the Command o f as many Captains, 
who are oblig’d to be always teaM, at 
hand for the preiervation and det̂ hjce 
o f this Fort 5 but the Officers as 
the Governor o f the Place, are

* . 4» . * i

ragnon, and are abfolutely to 
Orders. The Government Of Maragvw is 
at above ; 30 Leagues difiance fr6m J?<?- 
rk down along the River, and theRUp 
towards Bre&ll, which OccafioriS great 
inconveniencies in the Condud o f Af
fairs in relation to the Government 
Para. And if  we fhould ever be

N py



py as to plant tliis River with our Peo
ple, it  will be neceflary to make the Go
vernor o f Para Independant, and Abfo- 
lute, as the Perfon who poffefles the 
Keys o f the whole Country. Not that 
the place where the Fort o f Para-’fy.jfmr 
Situated, Is the bell: that can be ehqfen in 
the Opinion of many Perforis o f  go&d 
Judgment 5 but if this Difcovery, be 
further Improv’d and Advanc’d $ it Jyill 
be an eafie matter to Change i t j  and I 
don’t find any place more proper for 
it than the Ifland >du Soleil which is 
Four tern Leagues  ̂below the Mouth of / 
the R,iviqr : This is doubtlefs the place 
to be ahfolutely fix’d on, not only be- 
catife it affords abundance o f Advanta
g e s;^  the Accomodation o f Life, the 
GroWfcl being extraordinarily Fertile, 
arid capable of maintaining as manv PecK

A Difeovery e f

i* U)
file $  ofie can defire to fettle there; 5, but

‘he convenient harbouriii ,̂ of
’Tis ,a great Harbour 

frbrh'all forts of bad Winds, in 
SmpS iriay ride with great Safety, and

ley' have a mind to Sail, they 
Wait dor the full o f the Moon, 
ime the Sea is higher th«m'or

dinary, arid they may pafs over $H the 
Sinds, which renders the enhance of

- ■■ v ■ •• : r' "this



this River difficult * which is none o f 
the lead Conyeniencies. This Mand is

,f. < * • ' ' j  r f-1 ■ 1 , . ( ‘ $

above Ten Leagues in Compafs $ there is 
very good Water in it, and abundance 
of both Sea and River~Fi(h, there is an 
infinite number o f Crabs, which are the 
ordinary Food of the Indians, and o- 
ther poor People $ and is now the main 
fnppotf of.Para..̂  for there is no Ifle all 
there , about, wherein they go more a 
Hunting for the Subfiftance o f the Gari- 
fon, and Inhabitants of it, than in this.

th$llgper o f  Amazon, ty p

C H A P .  LXX^III.
f - ,

f

O f the Mouth of the River ^Amazons, 
Righty Leagues in Breadth, joyning to 

• the North-Cape on one fide, and to the 
Coafis ofhrezil on the other.

X

'f^f^Wenty Six Leagues below the Ifland 
i J l of the Snn dire&ly Under the Line, 
mis great River o f Amazons is 84 Leagues 
wide, bounded on the South-fide by Za- 
parqra, and on the other fide by the 
AJ5trih-Cage, and here at laft difeharges it 
fell” info the Ocean. It may be faid to 

a Sea of Frefli-Water, mixing it felf 
With the Salt-Water-Sea. T is the No-

• N 2 bhft
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bleft and Largeft. River ih ’ the whole 
known Wofld. This is the River OtKrif- 
wife call’d Oreii
non, fo often'defir’dy; arid fo nfoch fought 
after, and fo often inifs’d by the Spani
ards o f  ̂ arid here . at length it 
flows into the Sea, after it has water’d a 
Country of 1276 Leagues iri Length, af
ter it has furriilhed a multitude Of Nati
ons with its fruitful nefs and Plenty 5 
and in a word after it has divided Amort; 
ca into Two Parts, alrtioft in the Widen: 
Place of it $ arid furnifh’d the Natives 
with a great Channel into which the Belt, 
the Riche0: and moft Pleafant Rivers, 
that come down from all the Mountains 
arid Coafts o f the New World difcharge 
their .Waters. And tis farther remarlka- 
ble, that agairift the Mouth o f it, fora- 
bove 30 leagues at Sea, you may take 
up FreflwWater during the Ebb of.the
Tide, which is an extraordinary fefirlth- 
ment to thofe Ships efpecialiy that, in 
coming from Europe, have Sail’d 2000 
Leagues befote they Arrive here.

Thus in fliort I have given a Relation 
Of an'ample Difcovery o f ‘this gre. 
ver. Which tho* it,polfelfes fo great,
'fores, yet excludes no Nation in the 
World from ’em, but on the contrary,

in-
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ipyites all forts tpC People;tp reap the, 
P^fits of the Riches with which it fo, 
abounds. It offers to the Poor a plenty

i . • . ■* * * t i * - . *•' * . ' * *•  ** * ' 3 L'

ful Maintenance, to the Labourer; the Li
beral Recommence,^pfjhif Iloilo to the

Sto.theSpul-
;  ............. . v izing himfejf $,
to the Rich ah .Improvement of; their
Wealth \  tp Gentlemen Honorable Em-!
ploytttents ytoj^oblemeVi Large Proving 
ĉ S f  ^nd to Kings therafelyes EmpireSy 
and a New World. But; thofetwho o f 
ah p^ers arepall’d upon to promote fttcK 
newi^nquefts, and ought to be moft

concern’d in ’em, are fuch as 
the greatefi Affefiion  ̂ feekjthe Ad

vancement of, the Glory o f God, and are 
Ze l̂putiy henr to defign the Salvation o f 
tlie! Souls 'of an Innumerable Multitude

of Sin

ot idolatrous and Heathenifh Indians,
, » , . .* ’ / < * ■  ̂ * * t . ' *

.„rT want the Help and; Light?tlte'Eaid^ 
ful Minifters p f the Gqf^el Ihould, fur- 
..tii: it. —  witfial, to difpel the (hadpws

Death, with which thofe 
have been fo - long ber 

And >£ none* Etfcule tbgEb 
felyes from an Attempt' o f . this kjpd: 
Here’s Woth-enough, to employ /every 
oneofiis, and how great a Numberfoe- 
ver ofLabourers ftiould devote themfekes
Vi/r.- V  N 3 /  to

t
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to it, there will ftill be more wanting for 
fo great a Harveft. This New Vine-yard 
•will ftill want more hands to Cultivate 
and Drefs it, how able and how fervent 
foever they ftiould prove, who (hall be 
engag’d in this Service, But it is rather 
to he wifh’d than expected, that we (hall 
ever fee this New World Subjected to 
the Keys of tlje Church of Ram. I 
hope all the Illuftrious Catholick Prin
ces o f CkrijlendoM, (to whom may it 
pleafe the Almighty to grant many 
and happy-^Kgafs,) will each o f ’em be 
infpir’d from Heaven with Zeal for fo 
Holy an Enteprize as the Conqueft of 
Souls t, fome by their wonted Liberali
ties, for the Maintenance and Subfiftence 
o f Priefts and Miniflefs o f the GofpeL 
and others by their care to provide and 
convey Clergymen into thofe Countries*: 
And all o f ’em have reafon to efteern it 
a great happinefs for them that in the Age 
wnerein they live, this difficult and trott- 
blefom way ftiould be open’d, to bring 
more Nations, and thofe more populous 
at once into the Bofortt o f the Churchy 
than all the reft that have been hitherto

f

difcpver’d in the whole New World.1

CHAP.
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A Computation of the Longitudes, Lati
tudeŝ  and Dtjlanccs of Places upon 
this Great River.

FROM the Mouth o f Napo\ which is 
on the South o f the Amazone, to 

A n eteare Forty feven Leagues. Anete 
is under the Line, on the South-tide o f 
this great River.

From Anete to the Aguarico, Eighteen 
Leagues. The Mouth o f this River, is
on the North-tide o f the Amazone and

*

under the Line aifo.
From the Aguarico to the Chevelus 

Twenty Leagues. The Mouth o f this 
River is; alfo on the North of the Ama- 
zone, and declines a little from the Line 
towards the South.

From the Chevelus to the Curaraj7Fotty 
Leagues. The Mouth o f this River is on 
the South of the Amazone, in the Second 
Degree o f Southern Latitude.

From the Curaray to the Maragnon̂  
Eighty Leagues. The Mouth o f this Ri? 
ver is on the South of the Amazonê  ha-
yipg Four Degrees o f Southern Latitude,

N  ̂ *n4
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and Three Hundred and Seven Degrees 
and Fifty Minutes o f Longitude.

From, the Maragnon to the beginning 
o f the Province of the Omaquas, Sixty 
Leagues. All this Province confifts in 
great Wands.

From the beginning of this Province 
to a certain great Habitation of the fame, 
One Hundred and Nineteen Leagues. 
This is an We, on the South-fide o f the 
Channel o f the Amazone, having three 
Degrees o f Southern Latitude, and Three 
hundred and twelve Degrees, and Fifty 
five Minutes o f Longitude.

From this Habitation to thePutomapy 
Seventeen Leagues. The Mouth o f this 
River is on the North-fide o f the great
Avtttzonc;

From the Putowajio to the Yetak, Fifty 
Leagues. The Mouth o f this River is 
oil the South-fide o f the Amazon  ̂ and 
hath Three Degrees Thirty Minutes of 
Southern Latitude.

From the Yetau to the end o f the Pro
vince o f the Omaquaty Fourteen Leagues. 
In this place there is a great'and puitfant 
Habitation in an I(le. . ,

From the end of this . Province tO the 
Cuzco, Twenty five Leagues. The Mouth, 
o f this River is on the South-fide o f

the



the Amazom having Five Degrees o f  
Southern Latitude, and. Three Hundred 
Fifteen Degrees, and Fifty Minutes o f  
Longitude.

From the Cuzco to the Village ofGol4t 
Twinty eight leagues. This place is on 
the South-bank of the Channel o f the
great Amazom. ■,

From the Village of Gold to the,Tupur&9 
Fourteen Leagues. The Mbuth o f  this 
River is on the North-fide o f the Ama~ 
zone, and hath Three Degrees o f South
ernLatitude.

From the Tttpttra to the Tapi, Fottr 
Leagues. TheMouth o f this River is oh 
the SoUth-fide o f the Arnazme.
• From die Tapi to the Catua, Twenty 
five Leagues. The Mouth o f this River 
is on the South-fide o f Amazotte, and to
wards the Green Lake, which is formed 
by the great Amazone,

From the Gotta

Leagues. F 
the Amazom.

m



From Second Mouth o f the Amga- 
nrtttba to the end o f the Province ofCW-

t$ 6  -d Difidpepy <sf

w fnrit, Twenty two leagues. Ail this 
Province is on the South o f the great 
River.. ' ✓ 

From the end of Curnfirwfr to the be
ginning o f  the Province o f Yoriman , 
Two Leagues, on the South-fide o f  the

From theheginning o(Twiman to t  
great atfd very long Hahitaitson, Twenty 
three Leagues, on the South of the Ri
ver to Four Degrees of that Latitude, 'and 
Throe hundred nineteen Degrees, and 
Thirty Minutes ofLongitude.

From this long habitation to the Tile 
Yoriman<? Thirty two Leagues. On the 
South-bank fide of the Amdzom.

From this file to the end o f the Pro
vince of Yoriman̂  Ten Leagues 5 on the 
South-fid t of the Am&wm.

From the end o f Yoringm to the Cu- 
ehkguara tvfo  imagoes. The Mouth o f
this River is alfo on the South o f the A-
> * ■ *

mazone.
From the Cuchngmra to the Bdjkmrd' 

Thirty two Leagues. The Mouth o f  this
River is on the hJotth-lideof the Ama
zon c, and hath Four Degrees, Thirty 
Minutes, of Southern Latitude.

From



the River tf  Aiww&ns. 18 7
From th£ Bafurura to|he Rio Negro? 

ot Blacky River, Thirty Leagues. The 
Mouth o f this River is alfo on the. 
North-fide of the Amzotte, haying1 
Four Degrees o f Southern Latitude , 
and Three Hundred 'Twenty TWO- 
Degrees,,and Twenty Minutes o f Lon
gitude. ’ ;

From Rio~Negro unto the Moderate 
Four Leagues $ the Mouth o f this R i
ver being on the South o f the Ama- 
zone. .

From the Afodera to the beginning 
o f the Ifle Topinambiis Twenty Fight 
Leagues. This great ifle is in the R i
vet o f the Kmazdns, towards the South- 
fide. *

FrorU the beginning to the end o f this 
Ifle, Sixty two Leagues. In this place 
is a Great and Puifiant Habitation of the 
Topinambi having . Three Degrees o f 
Southern Latitude, and Three Hundred 
twenty fe veil Degrees, Thirty Minutes o f

From th  ̂ end o f Topittambas to the 
Ctfmrk̂  'Thirty Leagues 5 the Mouth Of 
which Rivelr is to the North of the J*
Mtozofte.

From
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From vihe Cupuris to the Bofihore o f 
the Ama&onep /Twenty four . Teagues. 
This Sfir̂ it hath Two Degres and 
Forty Minutes o f Southern Latitude 

n, Three hundred and twenty eight 
^  ;rees, ana Fifty Minutes.;in 'Longi^
tude. ■ v' - \rji ‘ ■

From the' Bojf>hore to the Tapajofis,, 
Forty Leagues3 .the Mouth o f  which 
River ison^the Soufti-hde qf the great;
AmazoM' v (  1 , ■ : .

From the Tapajofis to the Girupatuba, 
Forty Leagues $ . the Mouth o f which 
River is on the North-fide o f the great 
jfyafosume.

From the Curupatuba to the Fort o f  
pejlierroy «Fifty four Leagues $ which, 
Fort is alfo on the North-fide o f the 

•great River. ' ■ N
;• From the. forefaud Fort to the: .1Qinipapey 

Si?: Leagues 5 the N̂ puth o f r which Ri
ver is on the North:fide alfo, having 
Two Degrees: o f Southern Latitude , 
and Three hundred thirty one Degrees 
and Fifty Minutes o f LongiJude. And 
about Two Leagues from this Gimpapey 
towards the Sea, the great: River o f Ar 
masons begins to open by little and little; 
towards its great Mouth into the Sea. *

i  **.
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River is qn the Sout^iide o f the

Forty Lvo&»̂ ? 3
is alfo pn the 'Soatii o f ‘the Amazone.'

From the Pacaxas to Commutâ  Forty 
Leagues. This place is alfo on the 
South-fide o f the Amazone.

From Commntdto ParaJThirty Leagues. 
This Town is alfo on the South-bank o f
the great Mouth o f the Amazoney

i V  \

Latitude.
Ffom Para to the Me da Soleil, Four

teen Leagues. This Me is alfo near to 
the fame South-bank. And from Para 
to Zaparara, Forty Leagues * which is 
a Cape on theextreraifyof the Sputh- 
bank o f the great River,'having Thirty 
five Minutes o f South Latitude, and 
Three hundred thirty feven Degrees- 
and ten Minutes of Longitude. So the 
whole length o f this great River o f 
mazonsy is One thouiandtwo hundred 
feventy fix Leagues.

From the < Jinipape to Cornpar which 
is on the North-fide o f the Mouth o f 
this River, Thirty Leagttes.

* t1
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From Corupa to the North Cape, 

the diftanceii not well known: This 
Cape is on the extremity o f the North- 
bank o f the great River, 
five Minutes o f North. Latitude, and 
Three hundred thirty three Degrees, and

■ >
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