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ADVERTISEMENT.

¥ AR 7HEN the Incrodultion: was going into the Prefs, Ad-

¥V ¥ vice came from Lisbon by the way of Paris, That the
Sieur de Ferolle, Governour of Cayenne, being informed that the
Portugnez were building a Fort on the North-fide of the River of
Amazons, to fecure a rich Silver Mine which they had difcover'd
there, -fent notice to the Portiguex, that they had invaded the French
King's Territories, and therefore defir'd ‘em to retire, that River
being the Limits of the two Nations s but the Portuguex vefufing to
quit their Enterprize, Monfienr de Ferolle march’d against them,
and attack’d ‘em with fo much Succefs, that thofe who guarded the
Mine and the Fort were killed, or put to flight. How this Conteft
between thefe two Nations will be decided, is uncertain 3 but
this is certain, that whatever Europeans fivft pofiefs chemfelves of
the Iffe of i0e/Sun, and the Bofphere or Strait of the Amazone,
will command the Encrance into, and Paffage up that noble River,
and fecure ti‘.;f- rade of it to themfclves, '




HE ﬁ)llowmg Relations d;j&owrzng fome of
'she vicheft Parss of the World, not yes
planted by the Euvopeans, and others but
) little known., worthy the perufal of the Curi-
ous, canhardly fasl of a favourable Reception at this
7un&ure y Jor of all the Bleffings of Peace, none
appedy move charming or profisable than szfmgatzm-
and Commcrce, efpecially o the ‘Englifh Nation,
whofe Genius s miich bent- upon Improvements at Sea,
and Plantasions abroad, which bring- great Riches
into the K mpdom parttcutar{y thofe m America,
where the optmfﬂ, as by sheir il Condul¥ have given
pportunities to Jome of their Neighbours to put in for
fiare of the Wealth and ‘T' mde of thas. fvﬂﬁ T’ rac
of Land. :
Tbe re uesst Sackm of their Towsss and fezzmg_ ‘

f veir 8. gs by the Englnlh French, and Dutch,
put Philip the Third upor fearching out new ways

of tranfporting the Tveafurcs of Peru, Chili, ard
" Granada into Spain 5 towbich end (the Coafts about

and in the Gulpb of Mexico being as well known as
thofe in Europe) Ovders were difpatched from the
Court at Madrid to the Governours of Brazil and
Peru vo attempt the Navigation of the great River of
AMAZONS, that if %twere found praiicable,
the Gold, Sllver and other Merchandszes of Pe-
ruand the aajacent Countries, might be . fafely- and
- commodionfly [ent down to Para to be pus on board
the Galleons, which would lie lefs expos’d there, than -
at Cartagena Porto Belo, or-Vera Gruz, the
Soundsngs of the Moush of thas  River bemg Un= .
known, and dangerous to Strangers. W bar Effays

A 2 were




v - Introduftion. -
were made purfuant to thefe Infiructions, is beft feen
by the firft Chapters of the enfusng Relation- of F.
'Chr. d” Acugna, “to which the Reader 1 vefery’d,
- as the trde Fournal of the only Voyage upon, ana
Difcovery of that noble River froms the Source to the
. Mouth s twere needlefs to offer any other Recosnpzen-
dation of the Work,except fome Account of the Author,
I Chriftopher d’ Acugna was born ar Burgos in
Spain, Anno 1597. and entred into the Society of
Sefus at 15 Years of Age. - After fome Years fpent
i1 Study, be went inte America, and was Redkor of
the Fefuits Collese as Cuence under the Furifdickion
of Quito, when Peter Texeira the Portuguez. Gene-
ral came thither from Para in Brazil up the River of
Amazons. The Viceroy of Peru ordered our Authoy
to embark with Texeira (who return’d by the [ame
way he came) and to inform bimfelf exaltly in his
Voyage of every thing that might enable him tal.‘gi'v'e
a favisfaitory Account of the Amazone o the K. of
Spain.  Accordingly they depiarted from Quito jan.
16. 1639, and arriv’d at Para Dec. 12, following,
Thence be wemt into Spain, and prefonted to she King
his AMafter an amjle Relation of ¢he [aid fifver :
- which was publifbed at Madrid i v641, and entity-
Jed * Nuevo defcubrimiento del gran Rio de las
" Amazonas, iz 4. He was fent to Rome in Quality
of Provincialy came back to Spain bonoured with
- the Title of Qualificator of the Inquifition, return’d
~agen into the ‘Neft-Indies, and was alive at Li-
- Man 1675, according to Father Sotwel. - || *Tts
thought thas the Revoiutions of Portugal in 1641.
- | - which
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’  Jotrodultion. - iy
which decafion’d thé Lofs of all Brazil, and thé €olos
uy of Para, at the Adouth of the River of 'Artidvons
from the Spaniards; were the Caufe of this Relation
being fupprefs°d both in Spa'n and Anterica,left being
of no ufe to the Spaniards,the Portiguer might make
too preat Advansages of it . This the Capies -of ik
became fo feavce, that the Editor of the French
Tvanflation [ays; there was unot ovie fingle Book any
wheye to be bad,excepi that the Tranflater ¢ A4, Gom-
berville of the French Acadenzy ) made ufe of, and
pernaps there might be ansther #vithe Vatican Libra-
vy 3 for Philip the Fourth bad taken all poffible care.
to get and defiroy snoft of the ‘printed Copies in Eu-
vope and the Welt-Indies, -~ - -~
<} In the Year 1655 the Count de Pagan,; Mafér
of the Artillery, prefented to Mazarine Propofals for
conqueving and. planting this great Rivér s but the
Cardinal being tnvoled " in Domeftick Troubles; was
nos at leifure to pufb on the Enerprize, tho is ba:l beens
firlk fravted by that eminent Miniftor bimfelf, - This
Difcowrfe of Monfieur de Pagdni s extraded for the
moft part\ out of Acugna, and i3 & fort: of Pdra-
phrafe upon bim, full of Digre/fions, and not com-
parable to the Original it felf, whith is more uniform
and authentick, containing abundance of vemdarkable
Ofervationsy not mensioned by Pagan -nor any other
Gopift whatfecver. The Cardinal wds once vefolv’d
to plant five fevcral Colonics 5 the firft in the Ifle .of
the Sun, to gudrd the befi Edtediice into the Mouth
of the Amazone; the fecondon the Bofphore or
- Strait, 2o keep the Paffage 5 the thivd tn the Points of
“the Rio Negro ; the fourth on the Zuanes near the
Golden Mines 5 the laft on the Mouth of the Marag-
non, to watch over the Spanifh Frontiers on that /M;
| | S of
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vt - Introdution; :
of the Andes: This was the Plan of bis Defign.
 The, many- Difficultics of entring the Mouth, and
gerting into the true Channcl of this River of A-
mazons, have. often difcouraged the Spaniards,
Englifh, and Dutch from attempting to tvade in ity
~wheveas upon Praltice and Experience it might prove
as navigable as moft of the great Rivers of the World,
whofe Mouths are generally encumbred either with
Sands, Flats, Ifles, or impetuous Currents., which
aftey @ few Trials become famsliar. The way pro-
pounded to the Cardinal has this, Firft [bun the
fivong Currvents, by paffing afide into 2 Degrees - of
South Latitude 5 then, flecy up agen by the Coaft of
Brazil at 30 min. South Lat. double the Point of
Zaparara, and [ail to the South-weft after thas
follow the Coaft of :ie Province of Para, and afs
the Chamnel of the Ifle of the Sunat 1 Deg. 15 Min.
South Lat. and 26 Leagues from the main Sea 5 laft-
by, [ail Wefiward, leave the fide of Para, and keep
the -fame Latitude to gain the Bank-fide of Cirupa,
and theve enter snto the beft Road of this River at 2,
‘deg. S. Lat, and 30 Leagues beyond Cuxupa, which
s but 1 deg. 30 min. on the fame fide of the Line. -
Since that time the French being Mafters of she
Ifle of Cayenne (which they bave fortified and culs
sivated) to the North of the Amazone, have not
(nor-any other Nation that we know of ) planted any
Gountrey on this River, bus bave contented themfelves
with maksng Fourneys into Guiana, particularly in
- fearch of the vafi Lake of Parima, which the Spanis
 ards bave long fancied to ‘b * the vicheft Place in
the World,calling it the Kingdom of Dorado, whither
. all the great Familses of Pexu vetir’d, and built the
- - Golden
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o Tatrodu8ion. . il
GoldenCity of |- Manoa, ‘What grounds the Span-
ards went upon in their Astempts so find oni thefe
Places at a mighty Expence of Blood and Treafuve,
will beft appear by the following Travels of M. Grillet
and ' Bechamel, who wetit beyond the fuppos’d Lon-
gitudes of thefe Places, and could not learn the
leaft Tidings of them from any of the Indian
Nations, tho the Circumference of the Lake alone
i genevally veckow’d to be above 1§00 Miies. 'Tis
true, fome may object that this doth not wholly de-
ftroy the.common Geography of that Country, and
give this plaufible .Argument, that the fimiple snnocent
Indians are grown fo extremely [enfible of the cruel
Difpofisions of the Europeans, that they begin nowto
conceal induftrionfly every thing from them, andlead
thesn ot of the way, left they (hould fix in their Coun
try and excycife their Burbavities over them: 5 ¥ for'by
a modeft Computation, the number of Américans
murder’d in cold Blood excceds thas of the People now
living in Europe. To this Fourney a fhort Defcripti=
on of Guiana: was thought fit to be annexd, being
drawn up by M. Gomberville out of Original Papers
for the Inftruétion and Ufe of Marefhal D’Eftrade,
Vice-roy of allthe French Plansations in- America.
“The Notes arve from another band, perbaps M. Villa-
‘mont, who was pleas’d to divert bimfelf with fuch fort
of Papeys. T R
It vemains now that ive give fome Account of what
Voyages bave been made up the River De la Plata.
|| [ the Year 1512, Joannes Dias de Solis (and
T again

P‘l. t Herrera, " and John de Laet fpeak doubtfully of thefe
aces. - P | - |
¥ Barth, de las Cafas (obifpo de las Chiapas) Hift.
dela deftrucion de los Indios, Venet. 1630, Alfo Hift. novi

orbis" per Hier. Benzon, - 4nd the Comment. Reales delos
Yncas, Reyesdel Perui fol. || Pet. Martyr. Decad. 3+ CAPSTO.
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qgain. in 1515, ) was the firfp Difooverer of this

- Plate or Silver River, wherein he and moft of bis
Relations [pent theiy Lives and ’Eftmes. || An.1526.

Sebaftian :Cabota, 4 Venetian by bis Father, but

 bovn at Briltol in England, went.above 120 Leagues

up this River, and ftaid in it above 1§ Months.  An.

1527, Diego Garcias # Portuguez, made further

Difcoveries in it 5 but nothing mare was done till nine

Years after, when Pedro de_Mcn‘ddza returys'd wi
12 Ships and 1000 Men. Avd about the Tear 1§40,
* Alvarez Cabeca de Vacca weat and peopled’ibe.

[

Ty

Provinces to fome purpofe, At firft they found much

~ Gold and Sikver, with sfinite numbers of different
Narions ( foon leffened under the Tyranny and De- .

@

gionfly fertile, the Rivers overflowing eyery Year npon

#hé" Stationary Rdins, as the Amazone and Ore-

_moque in Guiana, and as the Nile and the Niger

,*,of ‘shis part of America, and #o Strangers hav
 pafsid up this River 1o Potofi to give us any exalf

3

in' Afvica.  Since then the Spaniardfb@aeéghcm;pg/ﬁ:jt
b

3

- Relation thereof 5 this of M. Acarete, is ‘the lateff,

" and much more copiows 'and particular than that of
Martin del Barco, or the Dutch Fournal tranflaced
from a Manufirdp by ). de Lact in his Hift. Ind.

bcﬁdes, what is here related by Acarete of the Mines
~of “Potoli is wholly new, and merits ony notice.

Belo, cfpecially wow the Boucaniers are fo well ac-

The way be went feems to be afhorter and a fafer

Paffage to angd from the Mines of Potofi than that

yfually pra@is’d by Arica; Lima, Panama and Porte-

~guainted with thofe Stas and Countries s but be bas

open @ Trade that way,

L

iuen a protty good reafon why the Spatonds dor’s
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A Relarion of the Great River
of AMAZONS in South-America.

Containing all the Particulars of
.. Fathex Chriftopher &’ Acugna’s Voy-
© age,madeat the Command of the
. King of Spain.” '

“Taken from the Spéniﬂl Original of the
- faid Chr. &’ deagna, Jefuit. |

- : o e e st O
| ~ CHAP? I o
Of the Country in which the River of Amas
- zons # fituated,  Of its Reputation, and
- of vhe firft Difcoverses the Spaniards made
of it. | ,
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P YH E Spaniards were ino fooner be:
come Mafters of that Part of
America; which is now called

.. Perg, but they extremely defir’d
i to make a Difcovery of the great River:
t of .Amazons; vhich fome Geographers
¢ through a vulgar Ertor have call’d the




2.4 Difcovery of
River of Miragnon. . They were indoc’d
. to attempt this 1ot only by the Account
they had receiv’d of the Fertility of the
Soil, and of the Riches of the People a--
long that tamous Riveér, but alfo becaufe
~they had very good Reafons to believe
that it took its Courfe from the Weft to
the Eaft, and that receiving all the Rivers
that defcend from the Mountains of Perx,
it was a kind of Canal through which
there was a Paffage from the Southern to
the Northern Sea. Upon thefe Conjec-
tures fome Perfons undertook to go in
fearch of this River; but to 'no purpofe.
Others afterward made the like Effay, but
with no better Succefs. At length in the
Year 1539, Gonzalles Pizarre being made
Governor of the Province of Quito by the
Marquefls Francis Pizarve s Brother, who
was Governor-of "Pere, put-himfelf ‘in‘an
fquipage to go-to his Government, #nd
from thence to pals on to the Conqtielt of
the Country.of Cannelle, e got together -
two hundred Foot and a hundred Horfe,
partly at his ownCharge, and partly at
the Expence of {ome that accompanieddimn
. inthisExpedition; Wwhich coft
;A Cafiilin— ahoye fifty thowfand * Cafti-
wd. Pty 1ans of Gold, Befig arrivid
- atKuito)he order’d allinedefla-
S Ly



the'River of Amazons, 3

"ty Provifions to bé made for hid Journey;
‘took a great number of Indian Slaves to
carry the Baggage, and {et forward dt
the end of December "in the Year 1439,
with four hundred- Spaniards and four
“thoufand Indians. He order’d for theé
Subfiftence of his Men four thoufand
Sheep, Cows, and Swine to be driven
along - with ’em ; and takibg his Courfe
dire®ly Northward, he enter’d iito the
~Countiy of the Quixos, wliere the Con-
quetts of the Tucas of Perw ended. This -
Province is forty Leagues in lengtli, and
- twenty in breadth ; and was inhabited by
a People that never us’d to dwell together

in Towns or Villages like thofe of Pers,
but liv’d in a firaggling manner fcatter’d

up and down the Country. o

~ CHAP 1.
The way Gonzalles Pizarve took in Zdﬁifzg
out of Quito, and the Diffioulties he met
with in bis Jesrneyy. -
¥ THE March of our Adventurers was
- 4 retarded, not only bly‘thcowcﬁt& .
on they had from the People of the.Couns
try, who difputed their Paffage, but alfo .
S o Bes . by

\



4 . A Difcoveryof =
by continval Rains and Earthqinkes fo
violent, that many Houfes were over-
turn’d, and deep Breaches made in the
Karth before ’em, together with {uch ter-
rible Storms and Claps of Thunder, that
~any one but Gonzalles Pizarre would have
abandon’d fuch an Enterprize as feem’d to
-be oppos’d both by Heaveu and Earth,
However he with his Men did not give
- over their March for all this bad Weather,
~ but crofs’d the Province of the Quixos,
till they came to the foot of fome high
‘Mountains all cover’d with Snow,’ which
make a part of thofe which the Spaniards
~call the Cordeliers, and which bound the
Province of the Quéixos on the North,
'Tho the Rains f{till continued they re- -
folv’d to pafs over the Mountpins, but
~were not far advanc’d before the Rain -
turn’d into a Snow {o thick and cold, that
many of the Indians were kill’d by it. The
Spaniards were likely to have undergone
~ the fame fate, if they had continued their
‘March .as they began: They concluded
- that nothing}ut Expedition could fave
em from thé Rigor of the Cold, and
.. therefore lefi‘ifall the Cattle they had with.
them, and lighted themfelves of thie reft
of their Provifions and Baggage, hoping
they fhould find enough en t’other fi elof .
. - e - the



~ the River of Amazons.  §
the Mountains, When they were got
over them, they enter’d into a Valley calP’d |
Zumaque, which is a hundred’ Ieagucs
~ from Qusto by the account of good Geo-
graphers; thete they found abundanceof
Provifions and Refrefbments, and conti-
nued there two Months to acquaint them-
felves awith the Country, and to, fee if
_ they could make any advantage of it.,
But this Place not anfwering the great
hopes they had conceiv’d of their Adven-
ture, Pizarre parted from Lumagque with
fixty good Souldiers to difcover the Coun-
try of Cannelle ; but in purfuing the Courfe
he had taken towards. the North, he
found the way fo rongh and mountainoys,
that he was conftrain’d to change his
Road; he therefore tur%dire&ly to the
Eaft, and after fome few*$lays march, en-

ter’d into that famous Country call’d by
the Inhabitants Canwelle, from certain great
Trees, like Olive-Trees, that are calld fo

an'thas Place,

. - ) i ‘ ' \
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6 - A Difeovery of ’

 CHAP. II.
The Countries near the River of Amazons
- difeover’d by Gonzalles Pizarre,

¥V Errera the Spanifh Hiftorian fays;
R A Pizareexercis'd the greateft Cru-
elty imaginable on the Inhabitants of thefe
Regigns, infomuch that hie gave Men to
be eaten alive by his Dogs; This en-
gag’d all the Country to put themfelves
in Arms againft him, fo that he was
- oblig’d to encamp himfelf as in an Ene-
‘my’s Country : And his Cruelties, toge-
ther with the Delpair he was in of ever
being able to find what he was feeking
after, had like to have put an end to hus
Enterprize at once.. He was encamp’d
on the Bank of a River, which fwell’d
fo much in one Night, thdt if the Senti-
nels, who perceiv’d the Water was apace
getting ground of ‘em, had not warn’d
'em- of their Danger, they had been all
drown’d ; but at the Alarm they gave ’em-
they foon fecur’d themfelves by making
rowards the Cottages of the wild People,
and Pizarre vefolv'd to return to Xuma-
gus, not knowing wliat other murfzktq |
" ‘ . ERKC,



the River of Amazons. =~ %

stake, From thence he proceeded %ga"inr
with all his Men, and after a Mdrch of
four T.eagues, he met with. a great Vil-
lage call’d Ampua, govern’dby a Cacigue,
and found a great numiber of the Inha-
bitants in a pofture of Defenceexpeéting
their Enemy.  But there was another and
~a greater Obftacle in lus way than this
Cacigue and all is Troaps, and that was’
a River fo wide and deep, that he could
have no thoughts of wenturing to {wim
over it. He could tlmmforegx;xd no bet-
- teg, Fxpaﬂicm: than to-enter intoa Treaty
with the Feople of the Country, and to
defire the help.at their’ Canoos to crofs
this River. The Cacigue receiv’d this
Propofal with great Civility, offer’d ’em .
whatathcyiask’(ﬁ -and ‘gave ’em as many -
of thofe little Boats as they defi’d, and
- Pizarre made ’em a return of a great-ma-
ny little Spanith Toys by way of Re-
quital, This Cacique having rveceiv’d Ad-
~vice of the ill Treatment many of his
Neighbours had receiv’d from the Spa-
niards, thought of nothing. more than
how to get rid of them: Andtodeliver
himfelf from the danger of the Conmpa-
ny of fuch bad Guefts, endeavour’d. to

- make ’em believe there were great Riches
~ to-be found among the People-that dwelt

. B4 o upon



8 A Difovery of '
upon this River fome days journey lower,
Pizarre both by ‘his Aétions, and by the
Mouth of his Guides, who were his In-
terpreters, return’d him Thanks for his -
Courtefy : but finding no appearance of
thofe pretended Riches, he return’d to
K umaque, very much diffatisfied with his
Expedition. 'However, he had too much
Courage to return back to Quite juft as

~ hecamé ; he had a mind therefore to at-
tempt - fome great Exploit, and by the
‘Difcovery of fome other Perw, torender
himfelf as confiderable as the Marquefs
of ‘Pizarre his elder Brother : He open’d
his Mind to Francis Oreillane, 2 Gentleman
of Traxilly in Spain, who was come to
join’ him in the Valley of Zumaque with
fifty Troopers well appointed : He very
much encourag’d his Defign; and the the
Rainy Seafon was not yet paft, that did
not hindes him from advancing forward ;
he -left his little Army at Zamaqae, and
having taken a hundred effe@ive Soul-
diers,- and fome Indians for Guides, and
to carry Provifions, he magch’d direltly
%chfc'Eaﬂ. B

- R ey
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CHAP.
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CHAP. 1v, .

e if News he receid of this fomons
" River, and of the Riches of the People
that dwell peay it.

B ther the Ignorance of his Guides, ov
§ , the Hatred they bare him engaged
him in a Country all full: of Mountains,
Forefts and Torrents, {o that he was ne-
ceflitated to make Ways where he found .
none,and toopen him{elfa Paflage through
the Woods with Hatchets, where none had
ever gone before, -~ At length after many,
days -March - he pierc’d through' as far as
the Frovince of Coca, 'The Cztcigrze of
which Provincé came before him, and of-
fer’d him all the Accommodations the
Country afforded for his Refrethment,
Gonzalles promis’d himfelf much from this
kind Entertainment, and by the Affiftance
of his Guides enter’d into Converfation
with the Cacigue. He inform’d him that
“ the Country through which he had pafs’d, -
- which was {o full of Mountains, Forefts
- and Brooks, was the only Paflage he could.

have taken to come thither ; that it was
extremely difficult to ge through it, ll)u‘t
et R e TR e
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that if he were willing to embark on the
River he faw before him,or to follow it by
Land, he might affure himfelf, that along
the Banks of another River much gréater
than, this, he Thould find a Countrya-
- bounding with all things, whofe Inha-
bitants were cover’d wich Plates of Gold.
' There was no need of faying any thing
" more to Pizarre to incite him to any kind
of Enterprize ; who prefently {ent two of
his guides to Lumaque with-Orders to his
Oflicers to come and join Iim,whomarch’d
immediately, and furmounting all the Dif-
ficulties of the way, arriv’d much fatigued
to the Town of Coca, Pizarre having
refted ’em fome few days, and after-
wards put them in Battalia before - the
Cacigue, who was much terrified at them ;
he amafs’d almoft all the Provifions of
his whole Province to make a Prefent of
ghem to Pizarre, that by this Magnifi-
cence he might civilly acquit himfelf of
his new Acquaintance, who was more
ampatient of his ftay than the other; and
the next Morning having filed his Troops
along the River, he took his leave of
the Cacigue, prefenting him with a fine
Sword, and put himfelf at the head of
- his Cavalry, and followed the pleafant
- Courfe .of the River. This good u(f‘a}i

. ic
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did rot laft long, but they had ‘Rivulets
to {wim over, muft go up-hill and downs
hill in uneven ways, and march forty
three days without finding any. Provifion
for his Troops, or any Fords or Canoos
by which to pafs the River, -
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CHAP. V. I
The Difcovery which Pizarre made of the
River of Coca, and Oveillane’s floasing
on this River by Pizarye’s ordsr, snd fo
entering into the River of Amazons.
"B His leng March having mightily
L fatigued our. Travellers, they were
ftop'd by a very furprizing fight: The
River was prefs’d by two Rocks, one
on each f{ide its Paflage, at no more than
ewenty foot diftance from one another ;
and the Water going through this Strait,
precipitated it felf into a Valley, and
made a Leap of twe hundred. Fathom,
‘Here it was that Pizarre-caus’d that {a-
mous Bridg to be made for his Troops
to pafs over, which is fo much boafted
of by the Spanifh Hiftorians, But find-
mng-the Way not at all better on the
other fide, and thew Provifion growing
: ‘ more
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“more and more fcarce every day, Pizarre
refolv’d to make a Brigantine to carry
by Water all his fick Men, Provifions,
Baggage, and a hundred thoufand Livres
in Gold which they had got amongft
*em. This was no {mall Difficulty, but
Induftry and Neceflity furmounted it;
and the Veflel being finifhed, Pizarre em-
bark’d all in it that hindred his March, -
and gave the Command of it to Frawcis
Oreillane with fifty Souldiers, giving him
exprefs Order not to part far from him,
but to .come every Night to the Camp, -
He obferv’d this Order exadlly, till his
General feeing all his Men were much
pinch’d with Hunger, commanded him
to go and feek fome Provifions and Cot-
- tages, where his Men might be refrefhed.
Oreillane had no fooner receiv’d his Or-
ders, but he launched out into the mid-
dle of the River; and the Rapidity of -
the Stream carry’d him as faft as he could
wifh, for he made above a hundred -
Leagues in three days without the ufe of
either Sails or Oars: The Current of
Coce carried him into another River
which was much larger, but nothing
near fo fwift ; he made his Obfervation of
it- one whole day, and f{eeing that the
farther he went down, the more the Ri-
~ ~ | ver
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ver widen’d, he did not doubt but. this
was that great River which had been fo
often and in vain foughtafter. 7'he Joy -
he conceiv’d at his good Fortune fo tranf-
ported him, that it made him quite forget
himfelf; fo that he thought of nothing
but the Enjoyment of this good Succefs;
and trampling upon his Duty, Oath, Fide: -
lity and Gratitude, he had now nothing in
view but how to bring about the Enter-
prize he was contriving,.

awihy

CHAP. VL
Oreillane hoping for an extraoydinary Suc-
cefs from the Diféovery of this River yand
being willing to have the fole Glory of it,
leaves his General, and makes bimfelf the
Flead of this Enterprize.

"0 this end Oreillane perfwaded his
- B - Companions thatthe Country whi-
ther they were arriv’d, was not the {ame
with that which their General had de-
fcribed ; that it had not that great Plenty
the Cavigue had told him he fhould find
at the joining of the two Rivers; that
they muft certainly float along farther
to find that pleafant and fertile Coun-

| try,
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try, wheré they might ftore themfelves
with Provifions; and befides that, they
~ all faw there wasno likelihood of getting:
up this River again, which indeed they
came down in three days, but, as he be-
liev’d, could not make the fame ‘way
back again in the {pace of a wholeYear
that it was much more reafonable to wait
for their Company on this new River,
" and that m the mean time it was neceffa-
ry for ’em to go feek Provifions. Thus
concealing his Delign, he hoifted up the
Sails, and abandomuog himfelf to the
Wind, to his Fortune, and to his Refo-
lution, he thought of nothing but of pur-
fung the courfe of the River, till he
fhould difcover ttquite to the Sea. His
Companions were ftartled at the manner
of his putting 1n execution the Delign he
“had been propofing to ’em, and chought
themfelves oblig’d to tell him that he
went beyond the ‘Orders of his General ;
‘and chat in the extremie want he was in,
they ought to carry him the little Provi-
fion they dould find; and that he had
given fuflicient Bvidence that he had fome
il Defign, becaufe he had negle@ed to
leave two ‘Canoos at the Bankof thetwo
JRivers, as the General had appointed him;
for his Army to pafs-over in. . Thefe Re-
| | R - MOone
A
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monftrances were made to him chiefly by
a Dominican Frier nam’d Gafpard de Car-
wajal, and by a young Gentleman of
Badajos m Spain, call’d Fernand Sanches
de Vargaws, The Conlideration they had
for thefe two Perfons occafion’d a“?.ivi«
fion of the Company in this little Veflel
into two Parties; and from Words they
were like to ‘have fallen to Blows, but
that Oreillaxe fifling their Gratitude by his
Diffimulation, by fair Proteftations and
great Promifes appeas’d this Diforder.
By means of the Friends he had in the
Veflel he gain’d moft of the Souldiers that
were againft him to his fide ; and fecin? ,
the two  Heads of the other Party left
“almoft alone, he caus’d Fernand Sanches de
Vargas to be {et afhore, deaving him quite
alone, without Viftuals and without
Arms, in a difmal Wildernefs, bounded-on
- one fide with high Mountains, and witha
River on the other: He had ‘more Pru-
dence than to treat the Frier after the
{fame manner, 'yet he give him to under-
ftand, that it was not for him'to pene-
“trate any more'into the Pretenfions of his
Cominander, unlefs he had a mind to be
feverely chaftis’d: After thishe continued
his Voyage ; and the next day being wil-
Jing 'to know if 'he might depend 'upog

| ‘ '
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all that were with him. for the fuccel¥
~ of his Refolutions, he let ’em know that
he afpir’d to a much higher pitch!of ,Dig-_.é
nity than what he might have obtaii’d
in the Service of Pizarre, that he ow’qd
every thing to himfelf and his King ; and
that his Fortune having as it were led
him by the hand, to the greateft and
moft defirable Difcovety that was ever
made in the Indies, namely, the greag¢
River upon which they were failing;
which coming out of - Perz,: and running
from Weft to Faft,was the fineft Channe
in the new World, throigh which one
might pafs from the Northern to the
Southern Sea : that he could not withous
betrdying them ‘all, and without ravifh-
ing from them tlfe Fruits of their Voy:
age and Induftry, make others f{hare ina
Favour which Heaven had referv’d for
tliem alone. "That as for himfelf, his De-
fign was to go into Spain, to beg of his
Catholick M aieﬁ»'{/ the Government of this
great Country all aong this noble Rijs
ver; he promis’d them they {hould be all
Governours of Caftles and Towns, and
have other Recompences proportiongte to
their Valour and Gen?érqlstjr ; that they .
{hould only follow him’; chat they knew
him well ; that he was not uncapable O%ﬁlg |

L
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Poft he defign’d'td ask of the King, and
that it was ' certainly due to him for
having made a- Difcovery of the Country.
‘That as for-the Oath he bhad taken to
Pizarre, he difingag’d himfelf of it; that

.....

he was'réfolv’d ¥o be comimanded by him’
o longér ; thathe renounc’d the Power he.
had receiv’d from him, and would have

no othér Authority nor Command. but

whit He ask’d of them, and what they

would give him in naming him chief
Commandér, under the King their Mafter,

in thie Difcovery of this great River.

¥ . 1 3 ' . ) . P "
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S ':"'CHA’P;Q"‘VII.
|Oreillane gives his Neme:10 this Rivet.

¥
3

| ‘The Change of the Nime ¢ had given it
| by 4 Fable himfelf compos’d, to render bis

- Difcovery themore famous, =

T RIS Harangue was followed With a
£ B genéral Confent to make Jnm'the
‘Head of ‘this Enterprize. ' He-begin tb
uf¢ his Authority in giwing - his'Name to
this great and famous River,' and not con..
tent to know the courfé of it, he was de~
firous of . difcovering the' Ceuntry it wa:
ter’d.  He ‘therefore -went dfhare 10 et
SR < © Provi-
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- Provifions, and to acquaint himfelf with
the Inhabitants: But he found the Peo-
ple able to defepd thew Bread,and had fe-

- yeral Battels with the Natives, who leg
him know they were not without Coi-

" rage; nay, they were fo ftoutand refo,
lute in the defence of their Country, that
the Women mix’d themfelves with the
Men in the Battel, and feconded them
with admjrable Bravery both in. fhootir
of Arrows,. and in ftanding their Ground.

- >T'was this that gave occalion to Orsillane,
that he might render his Difcovery more
confiderable and glorious, to tell that he

" had enter’d into.a Country of vaft Extent
along this River, which was govern’d by
Amazons, a-fort of Womesn who had no
Husbands, who. deftroy’d ali their Male.
Children ; and who came arm’d at a cer-
tain time every. Year in a- Body to. the
Frontiers of sheir. Neighbougs, there to

- choofe themfelves Paramours, to prevent
the ExtinCtion -of fo extraordinary-a Nay-
on:..And this was the reafon why-thjs Rj-
ver he had ficft call’d after his own Name,

S e ¢

was, fince call’d the River of, dmas
However Oredl Tfﬂ;?‘,p.wzfu% his; Co
with a,gmat;deﬁ, of Siccefs, and;themese
he, advanc’d, the more: all things feemid
to concur to, profper his Infidglity, Ashe

. I - went

.




! not fo warlike and favage
{ They receiv’d him with a great deal of
{ Civility, and admir’d al} that he and his
Company did, and all that they hiad, their
| Perfons, their Clothes, their Arms, their
- Veflel, and every thing elfe: They look’d
| upon ’em as a fort of extraordinary Men,
. were willing to enter into an amicable
,Trea;y with’em, and give ’em as much

. Provifi R
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‘Oreillane paffes ot o ihis River by
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{ went farther down, he found other ¥

other People,
e as the others:

R

on asthey could defire.
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that goes into the Sea near the North-

' Cope. Hlis Voyage into Spait 10 big of
 #he King she Conquelt dnd Govermment
of this Country. ~ His unfortunate Re-
surm, and his- End worthy of his Trea-
",’3{7«, o - IR o T

* e IR |

L) favourible to his Defiges, topd
here for fome time, and taus’d another
Brigantine to be made larger than the
fame'r‘? é:béc‘au fe they ‘wete €00 ' much

ctowddd in it. He contiftied thef as

loniz, 4s was neceflary' 6" inform timfelf
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‘well of, the Coyntry 5 and . hayiﬂ;g; taken
‘his Farewel of the ‘courteous Indiaps, he
fet il. Afier feveid] days Voyage, he
~ happily came to-the place where this Ri-

ver goes out into the Sea, and faiPd out
with'it ;. and taking good gQ?cc:, of . the
Plices necelfaty to be obferv’d for his Re-
turn, he coafted along a Cape, now call’d
the Noreh Cape,”2c0 Leagues from the
land La.Trinidsda, and fzii%? direCtly thi-
ther, where he boyght a Veflel, in which
he pafs’d into Spain, and prefented himfelf
to the Emperor Charles V. at Vailladolid ;
he fo charm’d the Emperor with the a-
greeable recital of 'his Adventures, and
with. the fair Bromifes he made, that he
obtain’d, three ,élgnpspf him: in ;Wm(}h* to
return from whence he came; with Or-
ders to build Forts and Houfes in thofe
places, which he. fhould find moft. cam-
- modiotis, - and’.to, take’ poflefion” of ‘the
- Country in the Name of i""

*

y this Prince.
His Difpatches were foon given, but the
exeeution of e was very tedioys 3~ foy
he. was above fevn Yeirs at the Coie of
Spain biefore_he. conld puc Bimfelf n“a
¢d’ndit'ion“t,0fa}k-“ About the, end. of the
Year 1549, lic imbark’d with' all his
Mei; but was 16 fooner got'to thie, Latis
tude of the Cardries, but.a’contigious
PO LA T e il
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f Dxﬁempcr paffing from one of his Vellels
¢ 1nto the: others, took Off part of his Soul-
{1 diers, a mnﬁderable number of “em was .
carrted‘aff foon after by thie fame Infefti~
{ on, thdhe, wds got .nofurther than' (?ape-
Verd swhen'he was advis'd to retutn back
1 to*szvm :+He was {o rafh notwithftand-
] Mg asto continpe his Voyage, and to. Pl O-
¢ mife himfelf the fight of the River.of 4-
( mazons for all this: And indeed hc did {"c:(;
§ it, “antl’ came to the Mouth of it With his
Vel'felS“ ‘buit finding tie wahted Men,. “he
'f:. orde’dem all to com’ “aboard #is *OWN
¥ Ship, and quitted thetwo others:  Burthe
numb@l* \oc}‘ ‘Iis Men: dmly diminifhing;
havm bmlt twoBatks in'an Hand vWehefe
made. fome: ﬁay; ‘e oﬁly refery’d
idie” of ‘thefn, " of a "pretiy “laige
feveral times 'm:erhptedf to get |
sup h' fer mtethe River. ' ‘Hewas,ififlne;
tricceflitated to yleld to-his Fortune, wiiich
thad fodken hym, ‘and*fuffer’d hin¥¢o go
Lto the place of "his Ruin, -He'was cilton
the Cdafts of Caratas; and ‘from! ‘thenée
gupon 4/ certaiin Ifland callPd St Margaérzte |
wheie'he 11t the laft of his Mei'; 'and dy-

ing ds ell with Defpair as chknefs,"*

made Chirles V, lofe: the great Hopes He.
‘had concexv’d éf fo davma an Enterpx ize ’
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N CHAP-IXo ‘,"‘ | , 
This Difcovery thusbegun in 1§40, vemain'd
imperfect till the Tear 1§60, when a Spa-
- nifb Gentleman nam’d Orfua, ask’d leave
~of the Viece-Roy of Peru to twake this
- Difeovery. His Equipage, and vhe be-
. ginning of his Voyage, and his parting
* from Quito. - - CAE

"HHE ill Succefsof Oreillare’s Voyage
.. xcoold the ardent Defire. the Spas
niards had for the Difcovery of the River
of . Amazons ; and it feem’d quite extipy
guifl’d by the Civil Wars' of Perg, ,ill
 the.:Marquefs de Cagaete being Vice-Roy
of that Kingdom, a Gentleman of Navarre,
nam'd Peser de O?ﬁfd; who had always.en.
tertaiwd Thoughts worthy of his,great
Courage, turn’d his Defigns on this great
Rivey, and believ’d he fhould be more
fortunate than Oyesllane : He prefented himy
felf "to, the Vice-Roy,. and  propos’d his
Defign to him ; who being wellapquainted
witli_his Merit, commended his Refolu:
tion, abd was perfwaded, that if, {o diffi-
cult a matter’ &uld- fucceed, it muft be
by the Condut of fo.brave and wife a’
Commander. Heimmediasely difpatch’d
all neceffary Otders for him, and caus’&a .
10Kt o ; " Publi-
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Publication of -his Attempt-to~be: made

throughout the Kingdom; - Moft of the
Gentry came to offer their Service to Ore
fea; who was fo mucli ity every one’s
Efteem, that there was no Sotildier {o old,
but would leave his Retirerent with Pléa.
fure to' ferve under {o excellent a Genetal,
His chief trouble was to return his Thagks
to {o many of *em as he could not take
along with him: he made choice of fuch
affiongft ’eém as were moft fit for hispur-
pofe; and tocarry on the fariolis Congueft
he defign’d, he made all neceffary Provi- -
fions both of Amimunitiorand Victuals, fo .
which all the Lords and the Inhabifants (5?
the Towns contributed witlra'g &ﬁﬁfj ‘\
of Preedory and Liberality, being Wi é;h |
perfwaded that Orfws hath Qualitics that

~well deferv’d to be oblighd.. He patted
from Cafioin 1560, with the "Acclamafi-
ons and good Wifhes of all the Inhabitants

of that Place; he was atteénded withabove
feven hundred choice Souldiers, and wieh a
confiderable nuthber of very good Horfes,
Being well vers’d in the. Map of 'Perg,
and having for forme’time Been laying‘ the
Scherne of his Journey, be march’d direl}.-

ly tothe Provincé of Mofilones, fitfk to meet
the River Moyabamba,by whichhe was fiite.

. of entring into the River of dmazons,

i L & 4 | Cfifipo
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The T'ragical End of Orfua by the Rewolt of
" two of his Qfficers, who were fallen inlove
" with their General’s Lady, — The yet more
Tragical End of thofe: twa Rebels one
afi Pithor. Qe Crualyof ot of
) I/?C’m dgamﬁ, 6:5 own Dazngter. | \

¢~ AN E would:have hop’d an Attempt

&4 fo wifely laid, and fo univerfally ap-
prov’d, fhould have had.a, happy e :

Yet never was any Projett more unfuceefss
ful ;" for Orfua hac{ taken with hith one Dox
ernand de Gufimanya young Man who was
g’@ r come from Spaz,; and apother more,
:i.d‘vﬁ)n‘fc’d in Years, named Lopez. Dagrisre
ot Biftay, a little ill-favour’d Man, whom!
he had made his Enfign. - Thefe two
Wiretches fgli‘ in Love with their General’s
- 1ady, ‘whofe Name was dgnes, and who
had accompanied her Husband in all hiy
"Trdavels ; and thinking they had a favou-.
rable occafjon to fatisfy their Luft and Am= -
birion together, cngag’d Orfus’s Trodps.ta

revolt, and affaffinated him. = After this

Tragical Fall the Traitors who commit+
ted it,"who to the number of feven or

%ight weie ifg;n a (rick Confederacy, e,Ie.%ecg

LT N BRI GO A 5 Y
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Don Kernand de Gufman for -their King';
whofe Mind was vain’ enough. to receive
that Title whichbecame him {o little: But
he'did not enjoy it 'long ; foi. thofe veuy
Perfonsithat bad givep him the Quality of
King, gave him his Death’s Wound too,;
and Dagnirreficceeded him, who-inade.
himﬁ:lf‘g King, notwithftanding . the ‘Re-
monftrances.of others: And haming him-
felf the Rebeland Traitor,he gave all thofe:
he had gain’d to his Party to underftand,
that he mntended to make himfelf Mafter
of Guidna, of Pern, and of the new King-
cdom of Grenads, and promis’d em all the
Riches . of -thofe great- Kingdoms. His
Reign was {o bleody and bacbarous, that
the like Tyranny was fcarce:ever heard of
withe World: "Therefore the Spaniards to

this day call him the Tyrant.  However

he commanded: Orfua’s Veflels, and went
‘Jown the River Coca into the. dmazoue,
hoping to obtain one of thofe Kingdoms,

and o mdkea confiderable Progref(s mnto it,

But having enter’d the dmazone, he was
not.able to'mafter the Current of it, and.
{fo.was confirained to fuffer himfelf to be
carried down.to the Mouth of 4 River a--
bove a-thoufand Leagues from the place
“where he imbaik’d, and was driven in.
go the great Channel which goes to the

by oo e ‘North-
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North-Cape, being the fame way Oreillane
. had taken before him. - Going out of the
Amazone;he came to the Hland of St. Mar-
guerite, which 1s ta this day call’d the Ty-
- yant's Port; there he kill'd Dow Frean de
Vills Andrads, Governour -of the Ifland,
and Don John Sermiento hisFather.  After
their Death, with the Afliftance of one
Jobn Burg, he made bimfelf Mafter of
the Ifland, plundes’d it intively, and there
committed unheard.of Barbarities. He
leell’d 2ll that oppos’d himy, and paft fromt
shence ¢to Camana, where he exercis’d the
fame Cruelsics : - He after that defolated alt
thofe Coafks that bear the Name of Ca-
racas, and all the Provinces along the Ri-
vers Venegaella avid Baccho. Hé then came’
to St. Marshay where he put all to the
Sword, and enter’d the new Kipgdom of
Givenade, defigning to march from thiene
through Qusro lito Perv. - kn this King-
dom he was forc’d to a Batiel, in which he
was utterly defeated, and putto ﬂiiht, but
all Ways eing'&(;p’d, he found h> muft
perifh; and thevefore begins his ‘Fragady .
witha fort of Barbarigy without Example.
. He had a Dutighter by his Wife BMeado-
za, that had follow’d hirma in his Expedi-
_tions,and whomhe lov’dientively, Daugh-
ter (Qayshetoher) I muft kil thee;l I
, e



the River of Amazons, 1

defign’d to-have plac’d thee on a Throne,
 but fince Fortune oppofes it, I am not wil-
ling thou fhouldft live to fuffer the Shame
‘of becoming a Slave to my Fnemies, -and
of being cal’d the Daughter-of a Tyvang -
and a Traitor. Die, my Child, die- by
the Hand of thy Father, if thou haft not
Courage enough to die by thy owan. $he
furpriz’d at this Difcourfe, defir’d him: at
lcaft to give her fome time to prepare for
Death, and to beg of God the Pardon of
her Sins: This he granted ;. but thinking
her too tedious in her Devotion, as the
was praying.upon her Knees he fhot her
through the Body with a Carbine; bue
having not kil’d her out-righe; he fluck
his Dagger into her Heare. - . She falling
down at the Stroke, cry’d, Ahy Father,
tisepough! . . .1 et C
" Soon aiter her Death he was taken and
carried Prifoner to the Ifland Ls Trinss
dads, ‘where he had a confiderable Eftase:
His Procefs was made, and he condemp’d
to be quarter’d ; he was publickly execu-
tedl, his Houfes raz’d to the Ground, and
the places where they: flood fow’d with'
.Sals, asmay be fe w

ca 60 shisday.... 1
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. CHAP. XL .
This Difcovery oy thefe [ad Accidents conti-

" aued thus without any farther ﬁdwéke-
‘weent, from the Tear 1560 to Y605, when
two 3;’/24#’2‘: vemtur’d to go and preach the
Gofpel along this River, and were'there
snartpy’a. - Many othey Attempts formi'd

 fince by'grear Perfons without Succefs;

B HE vwnhappy Htue of thefe two En-
1 terprizes abated tlie Delires of o-
thers. afeer 'tliis Difcovery to thatdegree,
that the laft: Age paft without any farther
knowledg of -this grear River: But our
Age has beén more happy, and we have
fee /t’hisgr.eat Defign perfeétly executed
M%ﬁr days." In' 1606, and 1607, two
Fathersof dhie Jéfuits Society mov’d with
the - defite of the Cdnvemyoﬁ_ of thofe
barbaréus People; wént from Quito, and
picr@d asfav 4, the  Province of thé Co-
Funes, who'inhabit thofé Paits Wwhere the
Springs vof ‘the River Cocs rife. - Thefe
good Fathers'weit willing 't ‘begin thic
Publication of the Gofpe% among thefc
People: But the Hour of their being call’d
to the Knowledg of God was not yet

Sl T T Gome;




the River of Amazons., 2¢-
come ; for they found thefe Men fo cruel,
and {o uncapable of hearing the Word,
that they kill’d one of thefe Fathers nam’d -
Raphacl Ferrier; and made the other fly
for his Life. . e
- Inthe Year 1621. under the Reign of
Philip IV. King of Spain, Vincews Delos
Reyes de Villslobos, Serjeant-Major, Gover-
nov and Captain-General of the Country
of the Quixos, vefolv’d to attempt ghe
Navigation of, the River, dmiszone; but
receiving an Order to quit his Govern-
ment, he was oblig’d to lay afide the
thoughts of this.Adventure, - Adlonze M- -
randa form’d the fame Defign; prepar’d his
Equipage, and - took all neceflary, Procad
tions to overcoine,all. the, Ditheulties of
the Attempt,” but had no, betier' fiocels
than the others, for he dy’d without ha-
ving {fo much as feen this famous River.
Before either of thefe two the General
:]égﬁ de Villamgyor Maldonado Governor
of the Quixos, incited by the fage: Mo-
tives of the Glogy, of God,. the Grandus
of the King his Mafter, and theSalvation
of fo many Infidels, had confum’d all he
had in the World in endeavouring o fex-
tle himfelf among thofe People that dwell
on the Bordersof that wonderful River.

(i
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.. CHAP XIL N

The Commiffion the Kjing of ‘Spain fent to \
the Governowr of Brazil to make this |
Difeovery, . . o

"W HE Spaniards were not the ong.
- B Conqguerors of the new World,

g
ALY -

 that exprefled fo earneft a defire to render
themfelves Mafters of thofe unknown Na-
tions. ‘The Portugwez were no lefs eager
in the fame Defign, and kmowing they
were not far diftant from the Mouth of the
River, they were williiig to believe this
Difcovery was referv’d for them. 1Ini the!
Year 1626, Bowito Mucwlthen Governour
of Perarecetv’d a Commuffion from Phs-
tip SXI, King of Spain, to put to Sea with
forne good Ships for this purpofe, and try
if he could overcome the Difficulties of
this Difcovery ; but he could not put in
~ execution thefe Qrders of his Catholick
Majefty,being call’d away by others more
preffing, which oblig’d him to go into che
King's Service at-Pherwambuc, ' =
In 1633, and 1634. the King of Spain
being extremely impatient to fee that P
terprize at laft fucceed, which had fo ma-
: 3 ny
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ny times been in vain attempted, fent very
prefling Orders to Francefeo Coello Gover-
nor and Captain-Geperal of "the Iland of
Maraguan, and of the Townand Fortrefs
of  Para, to arm a confiderable Force to
attempt an effeCtual Difcovery of  this
River: And dire€ted him in his Orders, in -
cafe he had no Officer near *him upon
whiofe Cordul he could depend for . the
execution of this Defign, to go in-Perfon
himfelf, becaufe he was refolv’d abfolutely
to know whether it were imapoflible to go
up this River, and to find the Source of
it, and confequently its length, - Carvallo
could not' obey the King his Mafter, be-
caufe he did not think himfelf in. a' Con- .
dition to abferit himflf from his'Goveri-
when he expefted to'be atvacked by the
Duch, who were unwilling to I'Gf?eyany

opportunity of making theit Defvénts in-
to Brazi: But what he-did not think
feafible, witheut the -help of a good num-
ber of. Men: and Velfels, 'was %ﬁp}mrac
complifhed by the good Fortune of two

Lay-Friers of- the: Cider of St. Francis,

afier the following maaried.
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Tlmt wbzch ﬁ» many brave M weve not :tble
40 performy was zzcmmplfjh’d oy two Lay-
Fr;ers of ; rbé Order of 8t. Fr emcxs Wbo

. eﬁafgd tlyet Jmnd: of the Itzdmm. o
’ _
~ @ 'HE Town of St Fmazm in the Pxoé
Ml - vinge of Quize.isone of the fineft
in Ammm -1t 1S built upon one of thofe
‘ftupendous : Mountains, which' the- Spa-
‘mards call Condeliers, and Tiervas, “half a
d@gree South of the Equinottial Lme 3yt
is.it-of the moft agreeable Tempsmtures'
aqd the moft plentiful and healthfil Place
in all Peru, and is never mcommoded by-v
exceffiveHeat.. ‘In1634,1636,2nd 16
Cd,ptam :‘7olm de Palacios  having un af’a
taken.toatiempt the Difcovery of this Ri-
ver;, to.thag.end made a finall vanﬁbn of
Arpps; defiing rather to acquaint himfelf

with the Country, and.to.peoplet, thad
to . fubdues: the Inhabatants ,of thofe Pro:

vinges by force of -Arms. . Several Monks
of the Order of tStz. me:, wete.defirons”
to accompany him to effay the Converfion
of thefe Barbarians, and promis’d ‘thent-

fclves more Suegeefs in this Work than the .
. | Jefuxts

i :
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Jefuits had, who 30 Yearsbeforé hid made
the like Attempt, till they faw oneof their
number Fathér Raphicl Ferrier maityr’d
by thefe Infidels, asabove related,
Thefe march’d with more Precatition,
and after a long Fatigue arriv’d at the
Province of the long=hait’d Indians: This
Couritry they found well peopled, but not
being ableto akeany Eftablifhment here
by reafon of the tougli Treatment they
met with from thie Inlabitants, forhe of
them gave over the Attetnpt, and retdri’d
to Quito, but others weire more refolute,
.and continued with Captain de Palacivs,
stogether with fomefew Souldiers that weré
‘mlways faithful to him: But thefe béing
.almoft all deftroy®d in feveral Battels, i
-one of which at Jaft the Captain himfelf
wvas kill'd, the Monks made their Efcapeas
iwell as they could, and the two Lay-Friers
“‘we have {poken of, .one of whom was Dps
winie e ﬁ;:*itté, and the other Andrew de
T olede, dexteroully fav’d themfelves frofi
the hands.of the Indians; and having got
g0 their Bark, with fix Souldiers that re.
amgin’d; abandon’d themfelves to Provi-
ddencey and:faffer’d their Bark to be drivein
it the Pleafuge of the Witids and Streams, -~
4 Io'pleas’d God fo to favour their Voy.
e, thas after they ha ‘beencarried from
| R




Province to Province 'upon 'this' great Ri-
ver, they }_{appily landed at Pars, a City
in Brazil, forty Leagues diftant from the
Mouth of the Amazone Southward, The
Portuguez poflefs it, and have -made it a
“good Garifon, belonging to the Govern-
ment of Muaragnon. 'The two Lay-FPriers
and the Souldiers were inquir’d of about
their long and firange Voyage, ‘but they
were all eight of ’em fo ftupld, that they
‘had made no-particular Remark -on any
thing; only they faid they -had -pafs'd
through divers Provinces of -different Bar-
- barians, who eat -the -Men which -they
“take in War. The two Cordeliers offer’d
to return to the place from'wheénce théy
came, provided ‘they might-have-a Veflel
-and Men -grapted_’eém -to -conduft ’em,
hoping they fhould again -find -the fame
Paflages of the:Rivers by which ehey-¢ame
down, and o ‘get -back again-as fir as
. Luita. 'They were brought frgmiPira to
the City of St.-Lewisin Marggnon, Janses
Raimond de Norognabeing 'ttien Govérnor
~of that'Place, who laviaga ZLealifor the
Servicg of God, -as well ‘as-that'6f the
Kingywas willing to'exdntin thefe Corde-
lier Friexs more. pastisulachychian liad lieen
dore at Para. -Hedikourstd Pemiwith {o
much -Patience -ahd ' Sweetnéf, s thac'she
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made *emn talk reafonably : They told him
~they went fiom Pere, that their Monafte-
ry was in the City of' Quito; that they
came ot with many of ¢heir Brethren to
labour to convert the wild People, but
that the Indians had a greater mind to eat
em, than to hear ’em preach ; that their
Laptain being dead, and their Brethren put
£0 flight, they with fix Souldiers had put
themfelves into.a Bark which miraculoufly
came afhoreat Pare ; and that they were
ready to return to Pers, if they could meet
with a convenient Paflage. %"zhe ‘Gover-
xmor having deliberated. on this Report,
Jeliev’d God hadioffer’d- him a fair occafion
to ferve:his Religion and his Country, and
that he.ought to attempt that Diefign in
-which fo many othershad fail’d. |
- ~CHAPR Xlv, .
Tbe :Gevernor of ‘Brazil am ¢he Repore ?“
 ithefe wwo Cordelier Fricks, \attempts the
- Difsoveryiof whis River. gbe' Prepara-

- ',gz'.oyz he @;mde‘fbf .z‘it,f ,‘md : be;Gompi\{/jﬁm
. goven to Don Pedro de Texeira, whe
2 ipgreed from Pava in the Year 1637,

W WOs Pedvo de Norogna. refolv’d to
o ‘malce Preparation, for .this Enter-
R T e
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prize; and caus’d it to be publifh’d: atthis
News many offer’d themfelves to ferve on
~ thisoccafion. . TheGovernor igtain’d fiich
as he thought mioft proper for.his Defign;
and that he might have a Man capable of
giving himan exat account of all lie thould
fee during fo long a Voyage, he chofe
Capt.Peter de Texesra, 2 Man of Courage,
Oendutt, and Probity, to. command the
Fleet, 'This Gentleman with a great deal
of Joy receiv’d a Command fo {utable to
his Inclinations, for he had been all his Life
fecking occafions of ferving his King to
the prejudice of his own private Intereft,
and in the peril of his Lifé ; and accord-
ing to his defire he had the Glory of ac-
cotnplithing the moft difficult, and moft
illuftrious Enterprize of his time. He
parted from Para the 28¢h of Ocfober x637.
witlforty feven Canoos of an indifferent
bignefs, wherein befides Amrmunition and
Victuals he embark’d feventy Porrygues
Souldiers, and twelve hundred Indians to
row and tobear Arms, who together with
their Wives and Servants made twe thou.
fand Perfons : ' They etiter’d into the mouth
~ of the River on that fide that is neareft to
Para,and happily avoided thofe Rocksthat
come juil to the furface of the Water, and
{top the Paffage of Veflels in many places
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- However they werealmoft a Year without
decing the end of ‘their Voyage: indeed
having no Guides upon whofe Fidelity and
Experience they could depend in fteering
their Courfe; and befides, -being fome-
times carried to the South, and fometimes
to the Notth by the Violence of the
Streams, they did not'make the Advance,
they would {mve done if they had been
us’d to navigate tlie River. . Befides, Tex-
esra being obliged to provide for the Sub-
{iftence of all thofe Reople he carried with
him, and perceiving his Provifions dimi-
nifhed congggrabl,yemr.y day, was forc’d
from time to time to {fend Parties in fome
of the Canoos to ‘make Defcents fome-
times on Iflands, and fometimes on the
Continent, to procure a Supply. ‘

 CHAP. XV.

The Diffcalties Texeiva found. in bis Voyage,
both from the People hecarvicd with bim,

 and from the length of she way ; .and the
-.’m;)ml’efmﬁ?s advanc’d Sguadron in.
to-tne Countyy of the QUixos, belonging to

 the Government of Quito,

#NUR Travellers were not advancd
A, half way their Voyage, before the
. D3 Indians
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Indians were weary of their Labour, and
quitting their Qars, began to thurmur, and
make loud Complaints that they bad been
engag’d in {0 tedious a Vo?fag'e. "T'was in
vain to tell ’em they would foon be at the
end of 1t: they dcgr’d Texesra to difmifs
’em, and finding he put ’em off from day
«t0 day, many tack’d about and retuny’d to
Para. TheGeneral perceiv’d,that on this
occafion he muft ufe Prudence rather than
Force, therefore he did not caufe them
that were fled back to be purfu’d, buten-
deavour’d with all imaginable Mildnefsto
hinder others from following theit Exam-
ple: To this end he treated the Indiang”
that remain’d with very kind Words, and™
fo extremely ' pleas’d *em with his Dif-
courfe, that thofe that heard him ¢Onvey’d
ic. from one €anoo to another. with thofe
external Demonftrations of Joy and Satif-
- fa&ion, which they ufe to exprefs in their
Allemblies, {o that they unanimoufly ¢ry’d
from all the Canoos, that they were wil-
ling Texesra {hould ¢ontinue his Voyage,
and that they would never leave him, 'I%]C
General having given em his Thanks for
their goodwill, caus’d fome Brandy to be
diftributed through all the Canoos,affuring
em they would in a little time artive at
the Place defign’d. And hot content in
- having
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having {pread this Report among ’em, to

fix the Indians the more firmly i their
Refolution,  he thought it neceffary to do

fomewhat that might ftill make a grearer

appearance for theqr Encouragement. ‘Fo
- this purpofe he vifited all the Canoos, and
chofe out eight of the beft of ’em, which
he loaded with Provifion, Souldiers and
Rowers. He made Colonel Bencedito Ro-
dviguez d’Olivera,a Native of Braz#/, Com-
mander of this Squadron; and having
communicated his Defign to him, fent hin
- away witha Charge to fend him often fuch
News as might be maft agreeable to the
Indians. Oliyera was no ordinary Mag,
hehad naturally a quickand piercing Wit ;
and having been all his Life brounght up
with the Indians, he had fo well fudied
“their A&tions and Countenances, that they

could hardly diffemble fo well, but he confd
with one caft of his Eyedifcover what was
in their Minds ; {o that they look’d upon
him as a Man that could divine what o-
thers thought ; and from this Cenceit they
had not only a great Veperation for hin,
byt ftdod o much in awe of him, thar

®»

they yiclded hima blind Obedience iy wha
hecommanded ’em. It is not to be quefii-
op’d after this, whether thofe in the eight

€anoos which he was to commangd were_/
o Dy o [ very
Vo
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very willing to ga with him. His Men
were foinduftrious one whileat their Oars,
and another while at their Sails, that the

- overcamie al] the Obftacles that prefented,
and fafely arriv’d onthe 2425 of Fune 1638,
at the place whetre the River of Pagamino
enters into the Amazone. ‘There isa Port
near that place call’d after the Name of the

aRiver, where the Spaniards had fortified
themfelves, and had built 2 Town to keep
the Quikos in fubje€tion, who had not yet
been well accuftom’d o the Yoke. ~

+
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The Defecent of General Texcira, and the
- Qrders “be gave for the Prefevvation of
“his Army in his Abfence. . .
B F the Im ;gatiemegl}ey‘ were in to make
. their Djé'ﬁiem had not ftop’d ’em at this
acg, they- would in failling fome time
tiger have niet with the Entrance of the
River Napo, of which fome accunt fhal}
ge given hereafter ; where they- would
Mave met with bettér Entertainment, and
wwonld have been lels expos’d ta the Loffes
and Inconveniénces which they fuffer’d i
shis Cotntry. ~ The very day they landed
{olonel Beneditq difpatci;’d a Canooto.his
PRI Genenaly
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General, to give him advice of the Succefs
of his Voyage, and in how little time he
wight al{o arrive at the fame place. This
News being fpread through the Fleet, in-

fpir'd them with new Vigor, when théir

Courage was alinoft exhaufted with the
tedious length of their Toil and Hunger

t(;gcthera Texeiramade an Improvement,
0

of this good Succefs like a prudent Man,
and confirm’d the Affurance that had been
given ’em of their near approach to the

ace where they were to land, and fol-
low>d _Benedite with great Expedition:
The Porrgguez and the Indians perform’d
their Dzﬁy with great Emulation, and eye-
1y day that came about they concluded the
next would be thie laft of their Voyage.- In
fing, the Day fomuch long’d forappear’d ;
and the General, to acquit himfef ~of his
Promife, landed all his Men at the mough
of a River thag defcends into that of the
Amazones through the Province of thofe
Indians that wear their Hair as long as
that of Women. ‘Thefe People formerly
kept a guad Correfpondence with the
Spantards, and confented totheir Eftablith.-
ment in their Country : but having been
forced to take up Arms. againft Capiain
Palacios for the ill ‘Treatment they had re-
%ﬁxv’d from his Souldiers ; and having kil
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ghe Capesin himfelf ih a Battel, they re-
main’d implacaB?éLEﬁ@mies af).’ the YSpa-»"
piards. ThéPortuguez General who had
- pever been mform’d of this Ruptare, was
defirousto refrefh his Froops in this Coun-
ery, finding it to. be a very fine, fruit-
ful and commedious. place; he therefore
pitch’d his Camp in the Angle of Land
which was form’d by the two Rivers, and
having well intrench’d it towards the -
Plain, he there plac’d his Portuguez and
Indians, and made Captain Peter Dacofta
Favotta, and Captain Peter Bajou the chief
Commanders over *em. Thefe two wife
and valiant Officers gave their Geperal the
%reatcﬁ Proofs imaginable both of their
Condu&t and Fidelity. They continued
encamp’d in this place for eleven Months,
in-which time they endur’d extraordinary
Inconveniences,for they were often obiig;d
vo fight- with thefe long-hair’d Men to ob-
tain a little Food to live upon ; and many
of the Souldiers fell fick, partly by the
bad - Difpofition of the Air, which could
not be wholfome between two Rivers,
and partly from fo tedious a Confinement
¢otheir Camp. = = - |

S ~ CHAP.
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| CHAP. XVil
The Arrival of the Portugiez at Quito,
 The general oy, and the ém&laﬁm of the

“Portuguez dnd- Spaniavds on the account

of this Difcovery, A

"W Exeirs for his own part made the"
" & beft of his way with a few Menin
forne of his Canoos, to join Col. Benedito ;
and having receiv’d an account of him, he-
left his Bark where the River ended ,”‘ang
went on foot to find him in the City of.
. -Quito, whither he had arriv’d fome days
before. Thé coming of General Texesra
compleated the Joy whichall the People of
Quisto,as well the Clergy as others, had re-
ceivid from a Difcovery fo much defird
by ’¢m all. * All the Portuguez were én-
tertain’d and carefs’d by the Spdniards
with the Endearments of -Brethren, not
only becaufe they were all Subjelts of the.
fame Xing, but becauie by their fweans
-~ they were affur’d of a Way which shey
had neverhichertobeen able to pafs, onthe
fide of Perw, and which they faw was
now difcover’d from the Sea quite to the
Sources of this famous River.” The Spa-
niards boafted that they were the firft tim
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had navigated it from its Source to the”
Sea ; and the others bragg’d that they had
not only fail’d upon it, but had pafs’d quite
up it, made a thorow Difcovery ol it,
and knew 4t from its Mouth on the fide
~ of Brazil to ite very Source near Luito.
All the Religious Orders of that City were
filld with extraordinary Joy, thanking
God for ghe Fayour he had fhewn ’em in
calling ’em tg drefs a Vineyard that had
- not been yet cultivated ; and all offer’d
themfelves withgreat Readinefs to goand
preach the Gpf] p& in thofe Regions,

CHAP. XVII

- ‘The Return of General Texeira to Brazil
. by the River dmazone, and the Com-
. oniffion given to the Revgrend Father
_ Chriftopher d’Acugna a,Zaﬁ;_i:,. o ab-
 ferve allthe Particulars j‘f this Difcoery,

“and to give a Relation of them.

& N Vito isa Royal Seat, where there isa
%, 2 Prefident and Afliftants: Thefe Of-
ficers copfidering the Importance of this
Difcovery the Portuguez bad made, and
how much both the Tntereft of Religion,
and that of his Catholick M 'eﬂ,é(‘}:jght

~ fuffer, if an Affair of this Confequence
| ' ould
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fhould be neglefted, were unwilling o
take any meafures of their owny-bat only
to write about it.to the Count of Chinchon,
who wasthen Viceroy of Pern ; who having
deliberated on the matter with the prinlcé
pal Men of the Council of Lims, which
is the jSOVéraignf Court of that greéat King:
dom, return’d an Anfwer to the Prefident
- of Quire, who was then the Licentiate Dor
Alonze de Salazar, and requir’d him by an
Order dated the xoth of November 1638,
to fend General Texeivato Para with all %119
Mern by the fame way he came, and to
furnifh him with all txin‘gs ‘neceflary for
‘his Voyage; he- likewife:order’d him - ¢o
choofe two Spanifh Gentlemen of good
account, and to agree with the Portuguez
General that: they might imbark with
him, to ‘make a: faithful- Report of the
whole Courfe they fhould fteer in this
long Voyage, that:his Catholick Majefty
might receive from Eye-witnefles, and
thofe of an unreproachable Reputation; a
good account of what they had difcover’d,
or might farther ob{erve intheir Return,
- Many Perfons, zealous for the Serviceof
the King their Mafter,prefented them{elves
to have 2 fhare in fo great an Enterprize ;
amongft others Dow Vafques & Acupms,
- Knight of the Order of Calatrsvs, and




Lieutenant to the Captain General of the
Vice-ray of Perw, and Cerregidor of Quito,
offer’d himfelf to go on thes Bxpedition.
"The Refpet he bare to his Prince made
him feek this new occafionof ferving him
with the fame Affe@ion he had dose for a-
bave filty Yearshimélf, and his Ancelars
all their days on vhe like oocafions, He
defir’d of the Viosroy that he would per-
mnit him tofurnifh the Ammunition:and
Equpage for this Adventure at his own
jproper Charge, writheut pretending toany
other Intereft snthe matter, than thatof
- {eeing his Mafter ‘well ferv’d. Bue the
Vice-toy nothknowvmg how to fpare bin
Hrom the Pofl:he wasalveady in, after ha-
wing commended his Zeal for his Kimg,and
theGreatnefs of HisOfters, engag’tl lum o
-gontinue:in his prefent Station ; and torgre
i !hlm, oy

mmaied his Brorher Fathe
Ghriftapher & Aewgruin his place, who was
animargt wich no lefsdegree of ‘Gererofi-
tyithanthe:éther, .and connted it no:fimall
- Happingfs to ‘be dble by thefe means to
i:arve'fhis Prince on“{o amportantan Ooce-
mon, . | o o
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The Dopursure.of Futhey DAcugma. The

- svay the Spawsards.and Porvsguess 180k iyo
. gethier ¥b. get toshe Rivey Atrivzone.

¥ HE Portoguez Genwral being
8 par’d forihistdemin to Pars by
River Amavie ; andehe Royal Abdigice
of . Quisto ‘hawving well confider’d shac it
might very much turh to:account for fome
Jefuits tomake this Voyage wiekthim,ehist
theymighttake exaltitiotice of everything
avorthy.of Obftrvation onxhis prencRivet,
and -cityithe. Ralavion of it vingo Spiii'ed
hisQucholick NMajefty, HgnifietidheirVind
sorghe Provincinl of ghe Jefuies, whidh:dt
shat tithe 'wias. Pather Fiewtis s iFuintis,
whowdkingdt:for u:preat Monoul, that ifo
much ‘Confilderice fhould be put iin He
dvfentbieds :of “his‘Gommunity as ‘the:dil
chistgedffoimporsanaum Affair, conifimitd
ahie Bominasion ghac hal béen finade of
. Bathier:Chesflsgher /D’ Asapwn, tho he Wwits
- . ‘Reftordf it 1féfuies  Collegte at (Criosee
agrdur the Juei@iétivnof 1Qusts, and pav
himiBatleer adeaw  Distsdeds, Proféflorof
WDivigisyin thelfanedd n?géﬁ‘dr'h@@m-
(pandsh.  Phefwswo Felussrredsiv’aitheir
B GER . -~ Orders
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Ordets by Patents iffued from the Chances

ry of Quito; the Purport of which was
that they fhould go without delay with
the Captain Major Peter de. Texeiva, and

that after they .were arriv’d at Pars they

fhould go inte Spain, to give the King ani
Account of all they fhould obferve in theii
Voyage, ' Thefe Fathers readily obey’d
“the Orders they had receiv’d, .and accord-
i%gly fer forward on the 16¢h of January
1639, to begin a Voyage that lafted ten
Months before they arriv’d at Para, where
they enter’d into Port the twelfth day of
December in the fame Year, As they left
LQuito, they took the way. of. thofe high
Mountains on foot, from which that great
River of the .Amazones derives its Sources,
‘aRiver which hasnothing initsrife wheres
in it excels othér Rivers, but is fo very
much augmented in its Courfe, that the
Mouth of it is eighty. four Leagues in
“breadih., Thefe Jefuits took all ehe care

they could, and labour’d with all poflible
Accuracy to obferve every tiing that was

worth a Remark ; they took the Latirides
in every place of the River where they

could do it; they took an accourit of the

Names of all the Rivers that run into- is,

and of all the Nations that mhabic the

Borders of it: They . took notice of the
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Oyelityy of “thé Lands, of“'ﬂ’z“éiGéféd?f;ifS

y'of ‘the Lands, of the Goodhgfs of
tlie Fruits, ‘of 'the Temiperature of the
Clintiatés, and of cvery thing that is fer=

videablé td the Life of Man; tlgi‘ely‘ enter’d
e

‘

into Commeérce with the People of the

Country : Ina word, they 'fOi§ot nothing
tht they thought might conduce to fur-
nifh “théim with a perfet Knowledg of
thofe Pro¥ifices, which had - never been
entivély difcoverd till ‘then. Therefore
they thar véad'this Relation, are defir’d by
one of ‘thofe Fathers, who undertook ‘to
expofe it' tb the World, not to disbelieve
what hé has-written; becaufe he can prove,
‘that what 'he affirmis for 2 Truth, is really
fo, by aboye thirty Spaniards and Pojtus-,
guez that "accompaniéd him in this Voy-.
age ; afid 'he hopes the Réader will not
imagine he makes no Confcienice.of affirm-,
g'things chat are untrue in. a matter_of
chis Weight and Importance.

‘“MQ“WH‘ y
4 A Ty
S K E

Aprotet s gl e i . B et &
The generdl ldea which Father 1’Acugna.
glues of this River, and the Elogiums b
 gives it dfter be had vien’d it throughout,
f;},{- R R . A R S ST .4,

g3 N ihe fatmous. River of dmazons is,
Q. the richefl, moft ‘fertile, ‘and heft
. E "Ppeo- -
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peopled Country of Peru ;. and without
an Hyperbole *tis the largeft and moft emi-
nent Riverinthe World ; it pafles through
divers Kingdoms of a vaft Extent, and
~entiches more Provinces than the Ganges,
that vaft -River that waters part of the
Edft Indies; than the Euphrates, which af-
ter'1t has run through Perfia, comes acrofs
Syrig to throw it felf into the Sea; or
thatt' the Nile, which comes out of the
Mountains of Cuama, and pafling ;hj'ougll
Africa; and the moft barren” Countries
in the World, turns them into fruit-
fil and’ delicions Provinces by the over-
flowing of its Waters. In a 'word, the
River "dmuazone nourifbes an infinitely

réater number of People, and carries its
refh Water a great way further into the
Sea, than any of thofe mighty Rivers, al-
tho thefe have given their Namesto entire
Gulphs, ‘or troubled the Sea with' tlicir.
Waters toa confiderable length, A great
many more Rivers fall into the dmazone
than into the Ganges ; and if the Banks of
the latter are cover’d with gilded Sand,
thofé of the former are fill’d with a Sand
of pure Gold, and the Waters that always
wafh them are continually difcovering
Mines of Gold and Silver in the Bowels
‘of the Earth. In fhort, the Places it

o | . waters
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waters are an Eacthly Paradife; and if
Men did but lend their Afliftance to Na-
ture in that Country as they do in others,
all the Borders of that great River would
be full of large Gardens perpetually fill’d
with Fruits and Flowers: It fometimes
ovérflows.its Banks, and thereby renders
all the Ground fruitful through which its
Waters pafs, and that not only for one, but
for feveral Years,  After all thefe extraor-
dinary Improvements, the change of Sea- -
fons s not neceffary to the Provinces fi-
tuate ncar this great River. They find
every thing near ’em, abundance of Fifh in
their Waters moré than they can wifh; a
thoufand different kinds of Animals inthe
nei hbouring ‘Mountains, all forts of Birds
in {uch plenty as can hardly be imagined :
'The Trees always loaded, with Fruit, the
Fields with a.plentiful Crop,#and the.
Bowels of the Earth confifting of preci-
ous Mines of all forts of Metals. In
fine, among the vaft number of People
that dwell along the Banks of this River,
there are {tarce any to be feen but what
are’ bandfome, well made, and very in-
genious in all things they are concern’d

‘

about, R )
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~ CHAP. Xx1.
The Source of this River, and: the Emuls-
tion of all the Provinces of Peru about it

‘O enter into a particular Hiftory of
g this River, I fhall begin witl its
Original: and as tﬁere have heretofore been
great Contefts between eminent. Cities a-
bout the Birth of: divers Hero’s of former
Ages ; {0 there is no lefs Emulation among
the Provinces of Perw; which of then
{hould be the Mother of this great. River,
becaufe the true Source of it is unknows
to this day, "The City of Lima, as mag.
nificentand as potent as it is, boafts that
fhe has the Mountains of Gauneo and tli
Cavaliers within her Jurifdi€ion, and the
Fountain-head .of the dmazone {eventy
Icagues above her: But this is not. the
Source of it, but of .apother River that
runs inco the dmazone.. Others maingain
that the- Source of this great River pr o
cceds from the Mountains of Moide in
the new Kingdom of Granada, and is
call’d the River Caquerta: but. they arc
miftaken too, and confound the matter ;
tor the Caguetta and the dmazone vun fe-
parately above feven hundred Leaguesl,
an

o
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and when they come near together, the
Caquetta {eems to turn its Courfe, and
running on ‘the fide of the Amazone at a
confiderable "diftance, thus continues it,
till - having at length pierced through
the Province of Agnos, it comes to add
its Waters to that vaft ‘- River, But in
a word, Perx in general claims the Ori-
ginal-of this great Work of Nature.

" But the truth of this matter is, that the
City of St. Francis, commonly call’d Quito,
- has the fole Glory of producing this great
" Wonder of the World. Eight Leagues
- from this City is found the true Source of
this River beyond thofe vaft Mountains
that divide the Jurifdi€tion of this City
from that of the Quixos, at the foot of two
great Rocks, one of -which is call’d Gua-
mana, and the other Pulea, which {ftand
at near two Leagues diftance’ one fiom
another., Between thofe two Mountains
1sa great Lake, and in the midft of this
Lake is another Mountain, which has been
torn up by 'the very Roots by an Earth-
quake, and fo overturn’d in the Lake,
which is very deep and large: *Tis from
this Lake that the great River of Ama-
zons proceeds, within twenty Minutes of
the Equinotial Line, Southern Latitude,

E; = CHAP
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CHAP XXI

The Courfe of this River, its Length, ils
different Breadth and Depth,

"W His River runs from Welt to Eaft,
J_  itcontinually coafts along the South
{ide of the Equino€tial Line, and is not
diftant from it above two, three, fouror
at moft five Degrees in the greateft of its
Windings : From its Rife to the Place
where 1t empties it felf mto the Sea, it
runs notabove 1276 good Spanifh Leagues,
tho Oreillane makes it 18co, It always
proceeds in a winding Courfe, and by 1ts
great 'Turnings, which are like fo many
Arms, draws into its Channel a great
number of Rivers as well from the South
as the North fide of it. Is breadth is
different ; in fome places ’tis a League
wide, inothers two, three, andmore ; in
other Places it docs not widen it felfany
more for along {pace, as if it were to a-
mafs ali its Waters, and its whole impe-
tuous Force togecher, to difcharge it felf
by a Mouthof cighty four Leagues broad

into the Sea.
‘The narrowell Place of ¢his River 15 a
guarter of a League, or a litele lefs, in
twa
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two Degrees two thirds of Southern La-
titude, o
~ This Strait by theProvidence of Gad,
is fitly fituated for the building - of a Cirge
del to ftop the Courfe of the ftronget Es
nemy that fhould enter by Sca through
the Mouth of this River; and if an Le«
my fhould come down E)y a River chat
vuns into the dmazon call’d Rionegro, by
building a Fort juft where this River cn-
ters into the Awazone, this Paffage may be
fo fecured, thae any that fhould attempt
to get through it may be cafily hindred.
- ‘This Strait is three hundred and feven-
;y L eagues from the Mouth of the River,
rom whence with Canoos and other light
Veflels with Sails and Qars, timely Ad-
vice might be given in t*?%ht: days of ghe
Arvival of any Veflels, that the Fort ac
this Strait might put it {elf in a pofture of
Defence, and flop the Enemy’s Paffage.
"The Depth of this River is in fome Pla-
ces fo great, that no Bottomis to be found ;
from the Mough of it, to the River Rig-
negro, which isnear 60o Leagues, there’s
always at lcaft thirty or forty Fathom of
Water “in its greateft Channel.  From
thence upwar«is the Depth of it is un-
certain, fometimes twenty, fometimes
twelve, and fomctimes cight Fathom :
E 4 But

\
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‘But atits Beginning it has Water enopugly
to carry the largeft Veflels : For tho the
-Currene be very fwilt 3 yet every day
without fail there rife certain Eallern
Breezes, that continue three or four Hours
together, and fometimes a whole day;
which hold back the ‘Waters, {o as to re-
tain the Stream in a degree of Motionthat
is not violent. | |

el —— e e,

" CHAP. XXIL '
The great number of Iflands in this River,
and the means the Inhabitants ufe for the

Prefervation of their Roots at the time of
sts Inundations. |

—§ "His River is all full of Iflands of all
8  Sizes, and in {o great number, chat
they are not to be counted, many of them
being very near onc to.another, Thereare
fome four or' five, others ten, and others
20 Leagues in compafs, ‘That which isin.
habited by the Tospinambs, of whom we
fhall fpeak hereafter, is above 100 Leagues
about : Therearca great many very fmall
Iflands, which the Inhabitants of the
Country ufe only to fow their Sced in;
but all of thefe, and the greatelt part of
the large ones,are overflowed by the River
| | CVery -
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every Year; -and- thefe regular’ Inunda-
tions do foenrich them with the 8limeand
Mud it caivigs along with it, that they
would never bhecome barren, tho they -
fhould he every year fown. with Y-
ca or Maznioca, which are a fort of
Roots, which ferve the Natives inftead.
of Brcad, and with which the Earth fue-
nifhes them in grent abundance, |
"Tho thefe frequent Inundations feem to
be dttended with greac Ioconveniences ;
etthe Author of Nature has taught thefe
Jarbarians to make a good Improvement
of them. Before thele Floods come, they
gather in all their Yuca, of which Raor
they make a fort of Bread called Caffave,
which is ordinarily ufed in- all the Coafts
of Brazif, and in'many otherPlaces bath
of the Concinent and llands of Awrerica.
'They make great Caves in the Ground,
wherein they put thefe Roots ; and having
well ftopp’d them up wich Eayeh, leave
et there as long: asthe Flood lafts : thisis
an infallible way of preferving thofeRoots
which otherwife would be- {ubjeft to rot
with the exceflive moifture of the Ground,
When the Watersave run off, they open
thefe Caves, and take out their Rooss,
and eat them, wichout finding them 27 all
the worfe for lying inthe Earth. Tirusas
Nature
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Nature has taught the Ant to ftore up
Food enough to nourifh her all the Year,
no wonder fhe has taught the Indians,
as barbarous as they are,” how to preferve
their Provifions, fecing the Divine Provi-
dence takes a more particular Care of Men
than of Beafts. | _

e, PR,

CHAP. XXIV.

The Bread and Drink made by the Inhabi.

tants of thefe Iflends, and other Places thas
bovder on this River and the wvayiowns

forts of Fraits, Roots and Grain they
live upon. | S

~H—~He Roots of Yuca we have been

B fpeaking of, ferve thefe People for
Bread, which they eat with their other
Food ; befides this they make a Drink of it,
which they all gexerally efteem as the moft,
deliciousand excellent Liquor inthe World.
To make the Bread, they fqueeze out all
the Juice of the Root, and then beat and
pound it, till ’tis become a kind of Meal,
of ‘which they make great Cakes, and
bake them in an Oven ; this they call Cafs
(2ve, which has a very pleafant Tafte
when ’tis hew, but afterone day becomes
very dry, fo that it may be kept {feveral
Months ; they ordinarily put it on the s:op§

| 0
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of their Huts, that it may keep the more
dry. And when théy have a mind to make
their Drink,they take thefe dry Cakes, and
temper them in Water, which they boil
as long as they think fufficient, over a
gencle] Fire : ‘This Pafte boil’d thus in
Water,makes a Drink {o ftyong by its great
Fermentation, that it fuddles. ‘em like.our
Wine. They ule this Diink at all their
Affemblies and Entertainments, as when
they inter their Dead, when they reteive
any Guefts, when they celebrate their
Feafls, at their Seed-time, and Harveft ;
in a word, at all times when they meet,
this Liquor is the Spirit that animates em,
and the Charm that ‘holds ’em together.
They make befides this, another fort- of
‘Drink, with a great deal of wild Fruit,
of ‘which they have extraordinary plenty ;
this they peel, and put in Watér, with
which when it is well mix’d, it {oon by
Fermentasion acquires fuch a Savour and
Strength, that it often has a more agree-
able Relifh than Beer, which is fomuch
inufe in many Nations.. They keep thefe
Liquors iti great Earthen Veflels, as they
do in Spair, or in lefler ones, which they
make of the Trunk of a hollow Tree;
or elfe in Baskets made of Rufhes, which
they cover within and without with a fort

' - of



of Pitch, fo thdt tlicy ‘don’t lleakin the
kedft.: This Bread anid Drink dre not the
only Provifions they live upén ;- they have
many other forts of Food-in ufe arhongft
’em, befides Fruit “of various ‘kinds, as
Bonanes, ‘Ananas, Gouyaves, Amos; and
a fort of very. pleafant: Chefnuts, which
at Peru they call Almandras de'la Siérvajthat
is Mountain-Almonds; but the Truth'is]
they are rather of the Figuie of a Chéfnut
than of an Almond; becaufe: they giow
in Hulls that are:briftly, like thefé of
our Chefouts: They have Palms of va-
rious kinds, Coco-Nuts, and Dates . that
are very well tafted, tho they are wild,
and many other forts of Fruit, that are:
produced only in hot Countries. : They
have likewife divers kinds of Roots, that
are good Food, -as Batates, Yuca, Menfa,
- which the Portuguez call  Machachors,
and Cajds, which are like our Saligots, atid
others, which are -good both to roft and-
boil, have a pleafant Relifh, and are ve-
ry nourifhing. . -~

‘ : o4 ’ . . e -
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(.HAP XXV

I' lje rezzt Plemy of . F/f/j in tlm Rz«wr emd
gy wh s tbe &‘zﬁ jort r)f t'bem a

N !’
t .

1 'f" I fh s 1o‘common Wlth ’cm, that w,m.n
4" any one:offer§.it to ’emy they proves-
Dially fay, E’ne plt it in your own Difh.
There is fo great a numberof! %y in the
River, that without an?/ other Nets than
“their Hands, they can take as many as they
pleafe. But the Pege Buey is as:it were
the King of all, the Fith that fwim_ in
the River Amazone, from it Source till it
difcharges it felf into the Sea:( *Tis no
to be imagin’d swhat a delicious: Tafte this
Fifh has, any.one that eats-ip would think
it torbe nioﬂc excellént Flefh-well feafon’d :
“This Fifh is as big.asa Heiforof 'a Year
| and a half:old, ithas'a Head rand Fars: jult
like thofe of: a. Heifer,: and tlie Body of it
is al} cover’ld with Hmr, like the Briftes
of a. white Hog; itfivimd with ewo lictle
Arms, and ‘under: its Bellyiit2has: Teats
-with whichit fuckles its young Ones: The
Skin of it is Very thick, and when ’tis
drefs’d into Lieather it ferves to make Tar-
géts that are Proof againft a Mufquiet Bul-
Jet. . This Filh feeds upon Grais on the
Bank of the River, liké an Ox, from Wthh |
it rf‘cuvcs fo O'ood Nouuﬂ)mem, and is

of
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of {0 pleafant a Tafte, that a Man is more
ftrengthen’d and better fatisfied in eating a
fmall quantity of it, thanin eating twice as
much Mutton :, This Fifh has not free Re-
{piration in the Water, and thercfore often
thrufts out its Snout to take Breath, and is
by this means difcover’d to them that feegk
a%e1° it. - When the Indians get the ight of
it, they follow it with their Oars in little
Canoos ; and when 'T%appears above Water
to get Breath, they throw at it their {ort of
Harping-Irons made of Shells, with which
they ftopits courfe, and takeit : when they
have killd it, they cut it into good pieces,
and broil it upon Wooden Grates, which
they call Boucar ; and being thus drefs’d,
twill keep good above a Month: They
have not the way of falting and drying it
to keep a great while, becaufe they have
no great quantity of Salt, and that which
~they ufe to {feafon their Meat is very rare
with ’em, asd is made only of the Afhes
of a fort of . Palm-Tree, {0 that ’tis more
like Salt-Peter than cominon Sale,.
Nite, "I‘[lﬁs’ '}*}gé’ Buéy, is very cotiimon in all thc.Rgve:s
~ along the Coaft of the Continent, aud is cali’d by
the Englifh Manati. There is 8 greac Vend for - ‘ein
inthe Aptilles ox Antego-Yflands, whicher the Capeains
' of Meréhant-Ships carry "em, who buy ’em of*che

. Indians chat fith for ’em in - ¢he Rivers, for Knives
and Bills, and make the Sea-men bone ‘em and fale

L4

~ “em, that tlicy may keep «ill they have opportunity

.. to fell em, .
‘ CHAP
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CHAP., XXVL )
The Means the Indians ufe ro preferve their
Fifb in thofe Seafons wherein they can nei-
ther fifb noy hune. e

“H HO the Indians don’t know how
&  tolieep their broil’d Fifh very long,
et they fuftain no grear damage by it,
gccaufe Wature has given them Induftry
enough to get frefh Meat all their Winter,
which is. the time of the Rains, during
which they can neither hunt nor fifth. For
this purpofe they make choice of fome fit
places where the Floods can never come,
and there they dig a kind of .a Pondof a
moderate depth, to hold a good quanti
of Water, which they inclofe round wit
a Palifado of Stakes; they bring Water
into thefe Ponds, and keep ’em always
full, that they may ufe ’em as Refervers
for their Winter Provifions. - At the fea-
{on 'when the. Tortoifes come afhore to
lay their Eggs, the Indians go to lic in
Ambufh in'the places where they know
they ordinarily come; and when they fee
a fufficient number upon the fhore, they
%0;; Apd turn ’em upon their Backs, -to hin-
let ‘em from retreating ; and when the
have thus fecur’d %em, they beginat their
; o ~Jeifure
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feifure to carry ’em to their Refervers:
for this endi when they are at any gonfi-
detable diltance from their Hues, “they
ftring all :their Tortoifes - together “with
great Cords through holes that they make
on the top of their Shells, and turning ’em
upon their Feet lead ’em to the Water,
wheie they tie ’em toitheir Canoos, and fo
make ’em follow them home : :when they
are got homd, they put ’em in their Re-
fervers, and unloofe ’eém, feeding ’em with
the Leaves and Dranches of T'rees which
they throw mnto them, and take ’em-our
to fpend as they want ’em. .- One of thefe
‘Tortoifes .is enough to feed. a numerous
Family fome time ; fo that ’tis not:to be
wonder’d at, that thefe Indians are nevei
reduc’d to Scarcity, feeing they make Pro-
vifion of {0 great a number of T'urtoifes,
having commonly above a hundred in each
Referver ; fothat the proportion they pro-
vide for each Perfon in their Familids is
cnough to maintain feveral People. Thefe
"Lortoifes are as large as thofe Taigets
Souldiers formerly us’d to defend them-
fclves withal, .and their Flefh s as good as
that of a Heifer; = At the: time of their
laying, fome Females are found. withigwo
-or three hundred E%gs in their Belly big-
ger than thofe of Pullets, and as good, tho

'
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not of fo eafy Digeftion, At one Seafon

of the Year they are fo fat, that a godd
Barrel of Fat may be taken out of ’em,
which is as good as Butter, and’ being
falted a little,taftes extraordinary well, anc
keeps very well too; this will not only
ferve to fry Fifh, but is likewife as good

for Bauces as the beft Butter i the World : -

{o that thefe Barbarians have no abf(ﬂute
need of our Commodities, but make as
good Provifion for their Neceflities, as the
moft civiliz’d Nations in the World can do.
>Tis not amifs further to remark two things
in refpect of thefe Tortoifes ;. one is, that
after they have made a Hole in the Sand

above the Bounds of the higheft Tides,

they lay all their Eggs at a time, one after
another, after which they cavefully cover
them up with the fame Sand they have
digged up to make their Neft, fo that *is
impoflible. for any to difcover the place of
it. Then they returnbackwards into the
Waier, to prevent the notice of their true

Track, and never come afhore again till

the next Year, leaving their Eggs to be
hatch’d by the Heat ot the Sun, which is
always accomplifb’d in forty days; after
which the young -ones are feen to cree

out of the Sand, being about thebignefs
of a Crown, and thus in a train, like Ants,
they make to the Water. The other Re-
' K marj

" [%
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mark is, that the Sca-men bone ’em, and
{alt them, and o carry ’em into all the
Colonics of the drtego Iflands, a T'rade
in. which many Captains and Merchants
idve found their Account, - .

CHAP. XXVIL ,
The Pradence thefe People have been taug by

by Neceffity, and the Confidence they have
in the abundance of all things which they

rjoy.

i "HE Indians of this happy River
#  makethis prudent Provifion T have
been {peaking of, for a Seafon wherein
~ they fecm to want every thing ; but their
Winter being paft, their Fears are carried
away with it, and they bave plenty of all
things; fo that they never take care for the
Morrow : and becaufe they don’t think
of wanting any thing the enfuing day,
they make no other Provifion for it, thanin.
feeding themfelves well to day, that they
may be the ftronger and more ready in
feeking their Food tomorrow. They have
all imaginable Dexterity in catching all
Aorts of Fifh that are in this River, and
havcas many.ways for it as there s diver-
fity of Scafons. When the Inundations
diminifh, and leave Y.akesin the lower
T parts
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paits of the Lands that have been over-
.ow"cli, they have a very pleafant Trick
to tike the Fifh that are left in thofe
places: They firile the Water with two
of thice flat Sticks, with the noife of
which the Fith are no fooner {tunn’d, but

they cotné tp to the top of the Water, as
if they were dead, and {uffér themfelves to
be taken up with the iand : Not that it is
the Noife that produces this Effect, biit
the Q%ality of the Wood;, which makes
the Fifhdrunk. The Galbis who are the
Nitives of Cayen; and of one part of Guia-
#it, iake ult of it, and call it Inecon,
Biit the imoft commont way of fifhing
which they ufe at all times, and on all
occafions; is with an Arrow which the
dart witli one hand from a fmooth little
Board thich they hold int’other. 'This
AiroW having pierc’d the Fifh, ferves in-
ftead of a Corll;) to {hew which way it
nioves when it is wounded ; they purfue
it in their Canoos, and getting hold of
the énd of the Arrow they draw up the
Fifh with it : they catch all forts of Fifh
after.this manper, neither {mall ot great
can efcape their Weapons, And there are
fo many forts of ’em in this River, and all
of ’ém fo eﬁc’c‘gilen‘t,that it would be too
tedious a bufirefs tig give an ample Da-
F

fcription of *erh, ‘There is one amongft
2 the
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the reft which the Indians call Parague,
which refembles a great Eel, or rathera
{mall Conger, which has a very ftrange
Property ; for if a Man takes it in his
Hand while ’tis alive, immediately a Cold-
nefs and Shivering feizes him, as if he
were taken with a fit of an Ague; but the
{haking prefcntgz ceafes upon letting, it go
out of his Hand again.

PR AT T ar -

CHAP XXVIIL ‘

The abundance of Game that is found nesr
" this River ; and the divers [orss of Ani-
mals the People of thefe Coumtries live
wpon. |

B O prevent the Difguft thefe wild
H  People might have of Fifh, tho it
were never{fogood, if they thould always
be forc’d tofeed uponit, and o fatisfy the
Defite they might have of fometimes cat-
ing Flefh, Nature has render’d the Land
as favourable to ’em -as the Water; for
1t produces Animals of all kinds, as well
for the Neceflity as for the Dalight of its
“Inhabitants. But among others there is
Creature call’d Dantss, of the bignefs of a
Mule, and very like one both in Colour
and Shape, the Flefh of which is as good
as that of a young Bullock, only it has. 2

I T
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more faint and waterifh Tafte: They have
likewife a fort of Hogs in the Mountains,
that are neither of our domeftick, nor of
our wild kind of Swine, but of a particular
Species, which have a fort of Vent upon
their Backs, likeca Navel. All the e/
Indjes are ftor’d with this kind of Amimals:
‘Their Flefh is very good and wholfome,
and at leaft may compare with that of the
wild Swine that are taken infome Forefts
in Europe. Bcfides thefe, theve is another
fort refembling our Domeftick Hogs: they
have alfo Renados, Pacas, Cotias, Ignanats,
Agotis, and other Animals which are pe-
culiar to the Weft Indies, and are as good
as the moft delicious forts we have in Ex-
rope., 'They have alfo Partridges,and tame
Poultry like ours, which have been
brought to ’em from Pers, and which
from one to another have been {pread
throughout the Coafts of the River of
Amszons. 'The many Lakes they have
up and down breed a multitude of Geefe,
and other Water-Fowl. °Tis very re-
markable how little Pains their Game cofts
em: We often had ‘experience of it in
our Camp, Every Bvening when our
Men went afhore,after they had caus’d the
Indians that were of our Party to make
us-as many Huts as we;reneceﬂgry to lodg
s (which took up fome time); our

| F 3 + Com-
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Company feparated, fome went a hunting
in the Mountains with thgir Dogs, others
went upon the River with their Bows
and Arrows, and in a few hours fime we
fhould fee ’em recurn loaded with more
Fifh and Venifon than all our Men could
eat ; and this was not once or twice only,bug
throughout our whole Voyage, not with-
out our great Admiration; which gave us
occafion to attribute this great Abundance
to the mighty and liberal Rmvideppg of
that God, who once fed five thoufand Per-
fons with five Loaves and a few Fifhes.

L - a2 e M Akt gl ST A o AR

CHAP XXIX.

T he agreeable Temperature of the Air in all
- this Country ; what it is that makes Win-
ter there, and whether thg Heat be great,
it being under the Line, That. theve is
bus one Inconvenicngy there,

[ TL along this River, and in all the
~% neighbouring Proyinces, the {&ir 15

(o mperatc, and the Sﬁ%fQQS, of the

i

Year fo regular, that there’s po Excefs ej-
ther'of Heat or Cold, nor any troublefome
variety of’ W@athc{ifl‘?or tho there is eve-
ry Year a kind of Wiater, yet is dogs ot
proceed from the different Cougfe of ?h@
Planets, or Diftanceof the Sup; for that
b e e '-al“rays
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always rifes and fets at the fame hour.
That which moft incommodes ’em is the
frequency of the Inundations, which leave

a great Dampnefs in the Ground, and by
their overflowing the Plains, hindes ’em
feveral Mooths trom fowing and gather-
ing in the Fruits of the Earth, By thefe
Floods they diftinguifh the Winter from
the Spring throughout all Pera : they call
all that time whérein the Farth prodices
no Crop, the Winter ; and they ‘ca,gl that
Seafon the Spring, which they cmf» oy in
fowing, and gathering in not only their
Mize, which 1s the principal part of their

Harveft, but all the other P odii@ of the
Ground, whether that which grows fpon-
taneoufly, or by Cultivation. - Thefe In-
undations happen twice a Year all along
the whole Extentof this River,
" 'We haveobferv’d, that thofe whodwell
near the Mountains of Quito, fuffer mare
Heat.than thofe that inhabje along this Ri-
ver towards he - Sea ; the; reafon is, be-
caufe there come Breezgs from he Coidft
of the Northein S¢a, that continue two,
three or four hours in aday, and fometimes
more ; thefe Winds extrcamly. refiell the
Air, and are a great Comfort fo thofe Peq-
.ple that are lcfg* remote from the Sea,

- -However, it muft be faid thag ¢the high-
eft ‘(ifegrcc of Fleat, cven in 'the lfMi_ﬁ)’ﬁﬁ-#
: F 4 © tains
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¢iins themfelves; is.no greater than is at
Panama, and at Cartagena: for however
violent it be in it felf, it 1s every where mo-
derated by the gentle Winds, which blow
every day, and not only render the Air to-
lerable and agreeable to the Inhabitants,
but have befides the Property of preferv-
ing all their Victuals and Stores from cor-
rupting. I have had the Experience of it
my felf' in the Wafers we carried with us,
which at the end of five Months and a
half {ince we parted from Quéto, were as

good as' if they had been newly made.

"This made me and my Companion won-

der the more, becaufe m our Travels in
almoft all other Parts of America, we ob-
ferv’d, "that Bread and other things of the
Jeaft Subftance corrupted in a little time.

~ And tho all this long ftretch of Land is
{o near the Equino&ial Line, yet the Heat

of the Sun is not at all hurtful, nor the

Evening Air neither; .tho it be very.cool
and'moift. I have good reafon to teftify
this, for.duringour whole Voyage I have
- commenly pafs’d whole Nights in the o-

pen Air, without getting the leaft Pain in

my Head,or theleaft Defluxion of Rhume;

and yet inall other Places, the leaft walke

ing ‘abtoad. in a Moon-fhiny Night,. has

atth

VC!’K mUChiﬂCOHIII mded V(R Tis true,
¢ beginning of our Voyage, alioftall
R L N s ) : AN L ETIFE AL TR .

& .
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of our Men that came. from cold - Coun.
tries had Agues, but were all cur’d by
bleeding threeor four times, . We nieither
fele, nor heard of any fuch bad Air along
this River, as there is in almoft all other
places of Perz that havs been difcoverd,
where People are-fometimes in 2 moment
taken with violent R humatifins through-
out all their Limbs, which could not pro-
ceed butfrom a fuddcn Corruption of the
Humotrs, and which infomedegenerated.
to anincurable Palfy, and coft others their
Lives. Inaword, wereit notforthe Heats
which are in moft of the inhabited Parts
of Perx intolerable, the Country of the

River of Amazons might without Exaggee
rauon be tclm’d an Em thly Panadxf W

| CHAP XXX IR
Tlfe Beauty qf this Country, and the abrm- |

dance of Medicinal S:mple.r, Pimts zmd
Trees 5 yzeld; A 3

fweet Tempcratum of the All‘ ,
1 caufesall the Bordeis of this River
. to becover’d with a thoufand kinds of love-
ly Trees, the pleafant Verdure of whichis

‘perpetuall; preferv’d by the moderate Dif-
pofition of the Air:"a thoufand Landskips:
- were prefented to our Eyes fill more and
, ~more




more fine, and- more diverfified, as if they
emulated osie another, and mads us confefs
that Art lad yet a great deal to learn
of Nature, when fhe difcovers herfblf af-
ter fo excellent and furprizing 4 manner.
- TheGround s very low in moﬁ places near
the Banks of the River, but rifes gradually
at a diftance, with little Hills that'adjointo
curtous Plains all cover’d :wiith Fiowers,
without fo.much as-a Tree ; beyond thefe
are lavely Viales all cloth’d with- Graf$
and Herbs, prefervid co'ntinua'-llyfgreenb%*
the refréthing Rivulets that run 'throug i
" Beyond all this Extent of Ground are
Hills rifing one' above another, till they
make thofe high Mountains which extend
from one end of Peru to the other, call’d
Cordeliers, becaufe they arerapg’d in order, |
as if they were plac’d by a Line or Cord,
.. 'There area great many Thickets that
produce all {orts of Simples, which the
Indians know how to ufe for :the Cure of
their Difeafes.  There g‘row Caffia-Trees,

which bear the befl Gaffiz in all the Tndjes,
"Lhere is excellent Sarfaparilla, Gums apd

Rofins, - thag ‘are very - good for Wounds
and Biuifes; - ard a prodigious quaneicy of
Honey, which the Bees on-ali {ides make
in fuch abundance, that the ftoreof dtis
potto be exhaufted. This is as' good to
RS - “edt,
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eat, 33t is for thg Comflxoﬁtsgn of various
g/ledlcmes The Bees alfo make-a fort of
lack Wax, which is howeve very gopd,
and bu1 1§ 38 Well as that wh llCi-]! 15 Whltﬁ or
gell aw, Thergarea kind of Trees, cal’d -
the Pcoplc of the Cg)unt 4{4dzrom.~,
from which there runs an - OJ of extragrs
dinary Virtye for ciring Wopnds: T hm_
is anpthcr Tree call’d Copayby, wh;ch vields
3 Ba m_furg aﬂing the beft that-is to be
had in the Faft, . Tna word, there ‘

ultltude of dlﬁﬂem kinds of %—I
Qd Plants of very great. Vntuﬁ, w(?

| ‘31 ﬂ{ﬂ at are noe et known, w gca,wo

fuffice ta'mgke a new Bigff m 45, p0d 3
ferond Pliy : And it wonld be 3 matm
of n fm,all Dﬁﬂlgu!ty tp g;wc» A3 ot

L
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C H A 1;-’; %XI
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prizing Tallnefs and Bulk.” I meafured a
Cedar that was thirty Hands breadth in
Compafs; the Poplars are almoft all of
- thatfize, and excellen: Timber for build-
ing ecither for Sea orLand. ‘Thofe Trees
which are known in the Country, are for
- the moft part Cedars, Cvibos, Palohierro,
and Palocolorado, and other fuch like,
which are no fooner cut down, but they
- may be fafely ufed ; and the Veflels that
are madeof ’em may be launched as foon
as they are finifhed. There is no need of
any of the Materials of ' Esrope " for the
building of ’em in thofe Parts; but only
of Iron for the forging of Nails, and o-
ther pieces of Smiths Work neceflary to
the ‘building of great and fmall Veflels,
All other things are found in this Country
in great Plenty : The Inhabitants make
Cables of the Bark of Trees; they have
Pitch and Tar as good as are to be had in
Europe 5 and they have Oil either toren-
der it firm and folid, or to temper its
Hardnéfs ; one fort of - which they draw
- frora Fifh, and another fort they get from
"T'rees. - Theymake a fort of Tow, which
they call - dmbiva, fo good, that no better
canbe ufed for the caulking: of Veflels, -
-andto make Musket-Match. ~ Their Cot-
‘tonabundantly furnifhes ’em with Stuff'to
make 84ils, and this grows the beft of ialll ‘

S - te
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the {inall Seeds they fow im their Fields,
'And after al], there are fo great pumbers
of People, that one might have as. many
Work-men and Sea-men asone pleas’d for
the building and manning of 4s many Gal-
leons as one fhould think meet to put up-
on the Stocks. - S

CHAP. XXXH.
: -3 @ » Y o :

Four things which abound on the Banks of
 this Réver, which are capableof inviching

greas Kingdoms.

7 Here are four things along this. Ri-
4 ver, which being well manag’d,
would be capable of enriching. many King-
doms ; the firfk is Wood for building, of
which there is fome found of “a rare:and
particular Colour, like fine Ebony.; and
there isfo prodigious a quantity of com-
mon Wood, that is worth tranfporting, -
“that how.muc’ . foever fhould be carried a-
way, the Country can never be exhaufted,
- The fecond -thing 15 the Coco-tree,
which ferves for.the Compofition.of Chos
colat; with thefe the Banks of the River
are covered; “and throughont our whole
Voyage, our Men cut fcarce:any thing
el{e to make Huts of -for our Camp.: Tlus
ree:is very sich-efteem’d. for its-Fruit:
ol e ehiroughe

S ; i .
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throuithollé all Aeb Spain, 4ed it afl otlier
Places where it is knowit whiat Cliscolat
is. Evﬁi*' Foot of this Tiée wilf produice
éight SilVerRials, an;t;hﬁgeg paid. And
e mlay Eafily be ﬁismﬁ.f;"d thiéfe’s o riced of
great labour to ctltivaté thefe Trees dlong
this River,, feeing Nature, Withoiit the
Affiffance of Husband?/ and Art, makes
’em bring forth Fruit in {0 great abundance,

The thiid is Tobaéco, of which there
is a prodigiots quantity dloh thisﬁiiirer,
whicli is very much efteem’d” by a1l the
Natives ; fo that if it weré rdifed wich
that Care this Plant rcc&"res,. it would be
the beft T'obdaccoit the World ; bécauft in
the Judgmént of thofe thdt undeéitand it
thete can’t be defited a better Soil dfid Cli-
tiiat for thisfort of Planf; tlian what is to
be fotnd o this Kiver. +

* But that which i the thoft confidetable

of all, 4nd for the fake of w{iicli il iy
opthioh it would Be very Well Wwoith ¢He

while to ake Rith and fubltantial Bt

 blithmietits afong this River,is Sugar : This

is- thi¢ fourth ‘thing ; 4nd éhe Trafck of
it is thote hohistiiable, as well 48 ehie Plofit
frloté fui€ dnd greatér for 4 Nation thafl

aré ingag’d iha War Wwith the Duecl, it

6&1’%?1: t8 'éxcite an Exuldtion in us, . dtid
mia

¢ us endeavotic to filrhiflt our “féIVe;‘i
S o wid

ol
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with thofe Commodities owr Bhemies
bring lrom Bragi/*; and weought t0 e-
ftablifh our felves with all Expedition it
this Countrey, and fer up Mills and b
ther Sugat-Wotks ;3 which would ieither
require very tuch Time, nor Labour; not
Clidrge, which laft is thar which is moft
fear’d now adays, ‘The Ground fsas pobd
for the plantiig ot Sugar-Cires, as afy
is in the whole Continetit of Brazs/; and
of this we can give Affuraiice, as haviny
{feen and khowi all thofe Provineeés.  THe
Soil on the Banks of thiis River is whieté
and fat, of as good a kind as can be defired
by thofe that know what belongs to the
Cultivation of thefe Plants ; and itbecomes
{o fruitful and rich by she Inuitdatiois
of the River, which by continuing a few
days improve the Ground, that there is
more reafob to fear too grear than too letle
a Crop. Twill be b new thing to make
Sugar-Cane$ grow in this Countty,; bses
caufe we. found throbghout the whols
Length.of this great River; fuch as gave
us. {ufficient Proof of the: great abuns

dance to which they might be multiplied
TP T whens

~* Note, At the time when, this Voyage was made, the
~ Dutci, ‘Who Were at Wir Wit the Spaiiiards, lmg
gonq}}ek:% dnd. -};dffei%d ::gelﬂf'ems -of: almof¥ all
. arazlly tite Ditich Weft-Itidia Gompany then hiving
* Pritice Manrieé de Naffun for the Ge%blgl"bf al "iﬁé§
- 'Froops both by Sea and Land,
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whenever any People fhould apply them.
felves to cultivate ’em, and to make Si.
gar-Mills, which might be done with 2
Iitde\Qharge at any time; not only be.
caufe there’s all forts of Wood in great
gﬁgty as I have already faid, but alfo
aufe there is the Conveniency of Wa-
ter for ’em in as great 1uantity as one can
defire.  There 1s nothing wanting but
Copper, which wemay fupply in fendin
it thither from our own Country, and
which we may be fure will turn to a con-

fiderable Account.

i TRRECAAGY Aret N \ELLYPE TN s

CHAP. XXXIIL ‘

Many other Commodsties profitable for Tmf-';
fick, which are found in this Country,

¥ ¥ Efidesthefe four forts of Commodi-
R ) tiesthat may be brought fromthefe
Lands that aredifcover’d,capable ofinrich-
ingthe whole World, there arealfo many
others, which altho lefs rare, would not
fail to bring a confiderable Profit to a Na-
tion 3 fuch as Cotton, that grows there a-
- bundantly, Recow, that our I?rcrsjufe to.:
make fine Scarlet, which is fo efteem’d-
by all Nations that have Commerce with -
us;. Caffia, and Sarfaparilla :  there aro
made al{o feveral Otls'for the healing of
o ' s ‘Wounds
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Woundsgwhich equal the beft Balfams;
there are found Gums and Rofins of an
admirable Scent, and a certain Plant call’d
Pira, which yields the beft Thred in the
World, and which the Ground produces
invaft plenty ; and a thoufand other things,
the Ufefulnefs and Advantages of whilis
are difcover’d every day. |

- CHAP. XXXIV. o

Contvircing Reafons to [bew that many of

the Mountains of this Countrey muft
needs contain Mines of Gold and Silver.

W Do not fpeak of the many Mines of
| Gold and Silver, which aré difcover’d
‘in the tonquer’™d Countries, nor thofe
which Time may further difcover there ;
but I am mightily miftaken in my Judg-
ment, if many othersmay not be found in
this Countrey more rich than all thofe of
Peru, thotie famous Mountai of Porofs
be comprehended in it : I fpeak not this
without ‘grovind, nor only wWith a defign
to advance the Value of this great River
bue found what I fay upjon Rcafon and
Experience ; ‘becaufe 1. have feen a ieat
-deal ‘of Gold among the Indians - whom
we met ‘48 we went down the River, who
gave us very ceitain Affarances, that theie
R G weie



8 2 A Difcovery of

were a great number of Gold and Silver
Mines in their Country. This great Ri-
ver receives all‘the Waters of the richeft
Countries of America.  On the South-
fide, thoferich Rivers, {fome of which have

their Sources round about Pozofs, others at
- the Foot of Guanico, whichisa Mountain
near the City of Lima, flow intoit; o-
thers come down from Cufco, others from
Cuenca, and from Gibaros, which is the
richeft Country for Gold of any that has
been yet difcoyered ; fo . that on this fide
all the Rivers, Sources, little Springs and
Rivulets, which run into the Sea for the
{pace of 6oo Leagues, that is from Potoff
as far as Quito, render Homage to the
River of Amazons, and pay it Tributes
of Gold ; as all the others likewife do
that defcend. from the new Kingdom of
Granada, which is no lefs rich i Gold
~ than all the .other Provinces of Peru.
And feeing this River is the greag Channel
and principal Paflage to all the richeft Pla-
ces of Peru,one may rcafonably be afluged,
that itisthe Soveraign Miftrefs of themy all
befides, if that go%dgn Lake hath all the
Gold which the common Report afcribes
toit; if the Amazons inhabit the richeft
Mountains in’ the World, as many, that
fay they have feen ’em affure us; if the
Tocanttns. abound, fo much in precious
o T Songs
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Stones and Gold, as fome of the French,
who have travell’d in their Country,do af-
firm ; if the Omagnas with the Reputation
of their vaft Wealth, were once capableof
cafting all Pers into confufion, and of
forcing the Viceroy to fend a great Army
under the Conduét of Pedro de Orfuato
conquer their Country ; all thefe Places
adjoin to the River of Amazons: The
Golden. Lake, the .dmazons, the Tocan-
tins, and the Omagnas are upon the Banks
of it, as fhall be {hewn hereafter; and in
fine, this is the River that feemsto be or-
dain’d by the Hand of God to be the De-
' pofitory of thofe immenfe Treafures,
which the Divine Providence has refer-
ved to tnrich the Greateft, moft Valiant,
and happieft Prince upon Earth. '

olrdix e

CHAP. XXXV.
The prodigions Extent of the Countries along
ihis River. R -

“H "HE vaft Extent of Land along the
& Banks. of this great River, is as
much as an Empire of 4000 Leagues in
Circuit: Ithink ¥ am not much out of the
way in my Computation ; for if it con-
tains n length 1276 Leagues exadtly inea-
fur’d ( tho Oreillane, who firft difcover’d
| G 2 ‘and
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- and paft through it, accounts it 1800
Leagues) if cac% River which enters into
it either on the North or South-fide, runs
above 200 Lcagues in length, and in ma-
ny places above 4oc, without ,appil;oét:llf
ing any Country that is peopled by the
Spaniard on any fide, there being only va-
rious Nations of Indians that are yet un-
Xnown, to be found from this River to
thofe Places 160 far diftant, it muft be
oranted tliat the breadth of this Empire
would contain above 4c0 Leagues at leaft
m the narroweft part of it, which with
the 1126 Leagues in length of our Ac.
count (or 1800 Leagucs by Oreillane’s
Computation ). makes very little lefs than

.
L] .

4000 Leagues in Compafs by the Rulés of

Cofmography and Arithmetick.

e . e s s ¥

, CHAP XXXVIL
The many different Nations which live in
~ thofé Provinces, to the namber of above
one hundred and fifty, |

A LL the new World (it may well be
LA focalld} is peopled 'WitKg Barba-
tians difpers’d in different Provinces, who
make fo many Nations, of which there
- are more than 150, of whom I can fpea
tith good affurangé; 1 ﬂlall”"giiie‘j’ag ?g. |
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count’ of their Names, and defctibe the
Situation of their Countries, having feen
part of ’em my felf, andreceiv’d Informa-
tion of ‘the reft by thofe Indians that have
convers’d with ’em ; the diverfity of theiy

Tanguage makes the Diftintion of thdfe

Natrons, which are as large and as well

peopl’d with Inhabitants as atiy of thofe

we have feen in our whole Voyage: the
Country is fo well peopl’d that their Huts

are near ong another, and this not only in

the extent of one and the fame Nation,
but throughout ; fo that the utmoft Plan-
tations of one Nation border fo near to
thofe of another, that they can hear one
another cutting Wood from the laft Vil-
lage of 6ne Nation into divers Plantations
of theother. ‘This near Neighbourhood
does not at all ferve to keep’em in Amity
one with another, but on the contrary,
they are in continual War, and are dai¥y

killing and making Slaves of ‘oneanather;

this is the ordinary Misfortune of great
multitudes, and if it were not for this,
there would not be Ground enough to con-

.

iy

tain’em. " They apFe-ar ‘valian€ and refo- -
lute among -themfelves, but yet we ne:
faw any in onr whole Voyage who would

ves, but yet wenever

<

L

ftand . their fg{pu:ia’ againft our Souildiérs ;

and none of théfe Barbarians had fo much
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