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VOYAGE

ΤΟ ΤΗΕ

SOUTH SEAS,

In the YEARS 1740~ I.

CONTAINING,

47

A faithful NARRATIVE of the Lofs ofhis Majefty's Ship the

the WAGER on a defolate Ifland in the Latitude

South, Longitude 81 : 40 Weft : With the Proceedings and

Conduct of the Officers and Crew, and the Hardſhips they

endured in the faid Ifland for the Space of fiveMonths, their

bold Attempt for Liberty, in Coating the Southern Part of

the vaft Region of Patagonia ; fetting out with upwards of

Eighty Souls in their Boats, the Lofs of the Cutter, their

Paffage through the Streights of Magellan ; an Account of

their Manner of living inthe Voyage on Seals, Wild Horfes,

Dogs, &c. and the incredible Hardfhips they frequently un-

derwent for Want of Food of all Kinds ; a Defcription of

the feveral Places where they touch'd in the Streights of

Magellan, with an Account ofthe Inhabitants, &c. and their

fafe Arrival at the Brazil, after failing one thouſand Leagues

in a Long-Boat ; their Reception from the Portugueſe , an

Account ofthe Disturbances at Rio Grand, their Arrival at

Rio Janeiro, their Paffage and Ufage on Board a Portugueſe

Ship to Lishon, their Return to England, their Confinement

for the Lofs of the Ship, and their Releaſement ; the Arri-

val of the Captain, who had been left behind by his own

Requeft where the Ship was loft ; the Officers fecond Con-

finement, Trial and Acquittance ; the Arrival ofthree of

the Crew, who had been left with five others on the unin-

habited Part of Patagonia, &c. Interperfed withmany enter-

taining and curious Obfervations, not taken Notice ofby Sir

John Narborough, or any other Journalist, with many

Things not publiſhed in the first Edition.

By JOHN BULKELEY and JOHN CUMMINS,

Late Gunner and Carpenter of the WAGER.

The SECOND EDITION, with ADDITIONS.

R

Bold were the Men who on the Ocean firſt

Spread the new Sails, when Ship- wreck was the worst :

More DangersNowfrom MAN alone avefind,

Thanfrom the Rocks, the Billows, and the Wind. Waller.

LONDON, Printed . Philadelphia : Reprinted by James Chat-

tin, forthe Author. 1757. (Price 108. )
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To the Honourable WILLIAM DEN-

NY, Elq; Lieutenant Governor

of the Province of Pennſylvania,

&c.

SIR,

SI have the Pleafure to re-

fide in the Governinent

over which You have the

Adminiftration, I thought I could

do no less than lay this Second Edi-

tion ofthe Voyage of the WAGER at

Your Feet, not doubting from Your

eſtabliſhed Character for Justice,

Benevolence, Charity and Peace, it

will meet with fuitable Protection.

Permit me, dear Sir, to fay, May

Youlonglive to enjoy thegood Wifh-

es of the People of Your Govern-

ment, and Pennsylvania, under

Your wife and candid Adminiftrati-

on, become renowned forUnanimity

and Harmony, which will make

her the Terror of all her Enemies,

A 2
and
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and a Praiſe in the Earth ---With

what paternal Affection would our

gracious Sovereign then look upon

her, fhe would defervedly become

the Object of His peculiar Carē,

and That of a British Parliament :

How pleafing would this be to our

PROPRIETARYFRIENDS andGUAR-

DIANS, whofe Interefts are infepa-

rable join'd with Ours, and Ours

with Theirs ? But, more than all,

how acceptable would this be to Al-

mighty God, the Father of All,

who would make Pennſylvania as

the Garden of the Lord ; and He,

by his Providence, which I have

experienced in many and great Dif-

ficulties, would go with our Armies,

and crown them with Succefs, and ,

in due Time, would reftore the

Bleffings of Peace. For the Com-

pletion of thefe great and glorious

Events, Prays, Tour Servant,

JOHN BULKELEY,
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The DEDICATION to the

FIRST EDITION.

To the Honourable EDWARD VER-

NON, Efq; Vice-Admiral of the

Blue, c.

SIR,

W

Ehave prefumed to put

the following Sheets

under your Protection,

tho' we have not the Honour ofbe-

ing perfonally known to you, nor

have applied to you for the Liberty

of ufing your celebrated Name on

this Occafion.

As this Book is a faithful Extract

from the Journals of two British

Seamen, late Officers in his Maje-

fty's Navy, we thought we could

not more properly dedicate it than

to a Britiſh Admiral.

We



vi The DEDICATION

We know your Deteftation of

Flattery ; and you know, from long

Experience, that a British Seaman

hath a Spirit too brave to ftoop to

fo degenerate a Practice.

The following Pages we hope will

recommend themfelves to you, be-

cauſe they are written in a plain

maritime Stile, and void of Parti-

ality and Prejudice .

The Diftreffes mention'd in this

Book have perhaps not been equal'd

in our Age ; and we queftion whe-

ther any Navigators living have,

for fo long a Continuance, fuffer'd

fuch Variety of Hardships, as the

unfortunate People of the Wager.

After furviving the Lofs ofthe

Ship, and combating with Famine,

andinnumerable Difficulties, aRem-

nant ofus are return'd to our Native

Country ; but even here we are ftill

unfortunate, deftitute of Employ

ment,
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ment, almoft without Support, or

any Proſpect ofbeing reſtor❜d to our

Stations, till fome important Que-

ftions are decided , which cannot be

cleared up tilltheArrival of ourlate

Captain, or at leaft the Commodore.

We, Sir, who prefent you with

this Book, have been ſeveral Years

in the Navy, and thought ourſelves

well acquainted with its Laws and

Difcipline, and have many Certifi-

cates to produce, that we have al-

ways acted in Obedience to Com-

mand ; but the Proceedings of the

Officers and People, fince the Lofs

of the Ship, are reckoned fo dark

and intricate, that we know not

what to expect, nor what will be

the Refult of our Superiors Deter-

mination.

The only Confolation we have in

our prefent Anxiety, is placed in a

Confidenceofthe unbias'd Integrity,

Juftice,
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Juſtice, and Humanity ofthe Right

Honourable Perfons who will Öne

Day determine for or againſt us.

When you read our Account of

the Affair, you'll find the Facts

impartially related, the whole Nar-

rative written without the leaft

Shadow of Prejudice or Malice, and

no moreinFavour of ourſelves than

of the other Officers concern'd : We

ftand or fall by theTruth; ifTruth

will not ſupport us, nothing can.

In our Voyage from the Brazil

to Lisbon, we were oblig'd to you

for the generous Treatment we met

with from an Enemy, a Subject of

Spain, a Perfon ofDistinction, and

a Pallenger in the fame Ship : Your

Virtues have procured you the E-

fteem even of your Enemies.

Your Zeal for the National Ser-

vice, deferves the Love of every

Honeft Briton : To leave an abun-

dant
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dant Fortune, your Family, and

your Country, to hazard your Life

in the moft perilous Expeditions,

with no other Motive than to re-

trieve the Honour of the Nation,

fhows the Spirit of a true British

Hero, and deſerves the higheſt

Commendations.

That you, SIR, may never de-

viate from your Integrity, but con✩

tinue a Terror to the Enemies of

Britain, an Honour to his Majef-

ty's Service, and an Ornament to

your Country, are the fincere With

es of,

b

HONOURABLE SIR,

Your most dutiful,

Andmost obedient

Humble Servants,

JOHN BULKELEY,

JOHN CUMMINS.
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PREFACE.

A

S an Introduction, we think proper to ac-

quaint the Reader with our Reafons for

caufing the following Sheets to be made publick to

the World. The chief Motive, which induced

us to this Tajk, was to clear our Characters,

which have been exceedingly blemish'd by Per-

fons who (next to Heaven) owe the Prefervation

of theirLives to our Skill, andindefatigable Care;

and who having an Opportunity of arriving be

fore us in England, have endeavour'd to raiſe

their Reputation on the Ruin ofOurs.

It will appear to the Reader, on Perufal of

the following Pages, that this Journal was at-

tempted to be takenfrom us by Violence at Rio

Janeiro ; that we have preferved it, atthe Ha-

zard ofour Lives ; that there was no Journal

kept after the Lofs of the Ship, by anyOfficers

but ourselves ; and if we had not been careful in

making Remarks on each Day's Tranſactions,

Perfons must have continued in the Dark, in re-

lation to allthefubfequent Proceedings.

Ith
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It is a very ufual Thing to publifh Voyages,

efpecially when the Navigators have met withany

extraordinary Events. We believe, our Expedi-

dition, though it was not a Secret, is allowed to

be an extraordinary One, and confequently at-

tended with extraordinary Events : Indeed while

the Commodore was with us, every thing went

well, but when the Squadron feparated, Things

began to have anew Face ; after the Lofs ofthe

Wager, there was a general Diferder and Con-

fufion amongthe People, who were now no longer

implicitlyobedient. There were two Seamenpar-

ticularly, who propogated this Confufion, they

faid theyhadfuffer'd Ship-wreck in his Majefly's

Ship the Biddeford, and received no Wagesfrom

the Day that the Ship was loft ; that when they

were out of Pay, they look'd upon themſelves as

their own Masters, and no longer fubjected to

Command. The People however were not alto-

gether infected, but fill continuedto pay a duti-

ful Refpect to their Commander ; but when the

Captainhadrafhly foot Mr. Cozens (whofe Fate

the Reader will find particularly related) they

thengrew very turbulent andunruly, the Captain

daily loft the Love of the Men, who with their

Affection loft their Duty.

Our confining the Captain is reckoned an au-

dacious and unprecedented Allion, and our ro

bringing kim home with us, is reckon'd worfe ;

b 2 but
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1

but the Reader will find that Neceffity abfolutely

compell'd usto act as we did, and that we had

fuficient Reafons for leaving himbehind.

"Our Attempt for Liberty in failing to the

Southward through the Streights of Magellan

withfuch a Number ofPeople, flow'd in a Long

Boat, has been cenfur'd as a mad Undertaking

Defperate Difeafes require defperate Remedies ;

had we gone to the Northward, there appear'd

no Probability of escaping the Spaniards, and

when we had fallen into their Hands, 'tis not

unlikely but they might have employed us as

Drudges in their Mines for Life, therefore we

rather chofe to encounter all Difficulties than to

become Slaves to a merciless Enemy.

Some Perfons have objected against our Capaci-

ty for keeping a fournal of this Nature ; but

Jeveral Judges of Maritime Affairs, allow this

Work to be exact and regular. We think, Per-

fons witha common Share of Understanding are

capable ofcommitting to Paper daily Remarks of

Matters worthy their Obfervation, especially of

Facts in which they themselves hadfo large a

Share. We only relatefuch Things as could not

poffibly efcape our Knowledge, and what we ac-

tually know to be true. We don't fet upfor Na-

turalifts and Men ofgreat Learning, therefore

bave avoided meddling with Things above our

Capacity

•

We
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Weare
are alfo condemn'd by many for being too

bufy and active for Perfons in our Stations.

There was a Neceffity for Action, and a great

deal ofit too ; and bad we been as indolent and

regardless for the Prefervation ofthe People, as

others who were fuperior in Command, there

would not have been fo many who were

Shipwreck'd in the Wager, now in England to

give a Relation ofthe Matter.

*
The Gentleman who commanded in the Long-

Boat on bis Arrival before us at Lisbon, re-

prefented us to the English Merchants in a ve-

ry vile Light, we were even adviſed byſome of

our Friends there not to return to our Country,

left weshould fuffer Death for Mutiny. But

when the Gentlemen ofthe Factory hadperus'd our

fournal, they found, if there was any Mutiny in

the Cafe, the very Perfon who accufed us, was the

Ringleader and chief Mutineer. We were con-

fident of our own Innocence, and determin'd to fee

our Country at all Events, being pofitive that

we have acted to the best ofour Understandings,

in all Refpects, for the Prefervation of our

Lives and Liberties ; and when our Superiors

Shall think proper to call us to an Account, which

we expect will be at the Commodore's Arrival,

we do not doubt but we shall clear ourſelves in

Spite of all invidious Reflections and malicious

Imputations,

It
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It has been hintedto us, as ifpublishing this

fournal would give Offence to fome Perfons of

Diftinction. We can't conceive how anyTranf

actions relating to the Wager, although made e-

ver fo publick, can give Offence to any Great

Man at Home. Can it be any Offence to tell the`

World that we werefhip-wreck'd in the Wager,

when all Peopleknow it already? Don't they know

that the Wager was one of his Majesty's Store-

Ships ? That we had on Board not only Naval

Stores but other Stores ofan immenfe Value? Don't

they alfo know that we went abroad with Hopes of

acquiringgreat Riches, but are return'd Home as

poor as Beggars ? We are guilty ofno indecent

Reproaches, or unmannerly Reflections ; though,

it is certain, we cannot but lament our being en-

gaged in fo fatal an Expedition. When Per-

Jons have furmounted great Difficulties, it is a

Pleafurefor them to relate their Story ; and if

we give ourfelves this Satisfaction, who has any

Caufe to be offended? Are we, who have faced

Death in fo many Shapes, to be intimidated, left

we should give Offence to the- -Lord knows

whom ? We never faw afatyrical Journal in

our Lives, and we thought that Kind of Wri-

ting was the moft obnoxious to give Offence.

It has been a Thing ufual, in publiſhing of

Voyages, to introduce abundance ofFiction ; and

Some Authors have been efteem'd merely for being

marvelous
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marvelous. We have taken Care to deviatefrom

thofe, by having aftrict Regard to Truth. There

are undoubtedly in this Bookfome Things which

will appear incredible. The Account given.

of the Patagonian Indians, and our own Dif

treffes, tho' ever fo well attefted, will not eafie

ly obtain Credit ; and People will hardly be-

lieve that Human Nature could poffibly Support

the Miferies that we have endured.

All the Difficulties related we have actually

endur'd, and perhaps must endure more : Till

the Commodore's Arrival we cannot know our

Fate ; at prefent we are out ofall Employment,

and have nothing tofupport ourſelves andFami

lies, but the Profits arifing from the Sale ofour

Journal ; which perhaps may be the Sum Total

we shall ever receive for our Voyage to the

South-Seas *.

* By what is added to this Second Edition,

it will appear, that after the Arrival of the

Captain, the Officers were try'd for the Lofs

ofthe Ship, and being all acquitted, except

Lieutenant Beans, they were paid theirWages

to the Time the Ship was wreck'd..

SUR-
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SimonHoward

Abraham Haley

Sarah Hafting

John Holkan

Robert Hooper, Efqs

Nathaniel Hoopes

Jofeph Horner

John Hattings

Capt. John Hamock

Benjamin Hattarell
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Benjamin Hurd

John Holbrook

AbrahamHitchcox

Samfon Howe

Zachariah Hawkins

Uria Hill, 6

John Hotchkifs

Stephen Hawley

Rev. Theophile Hall

I

Charles Jones

John Ingles

Ifaac Ivins, 6

William Imlay

John Juſtice

Daniel Jones

John Imlay

Cavalier Jovet

Tunes Jacobs

Rev. Samuel Johnſon

RobertJohníton

David Johnſton

Capt Richard Jeffers
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Samuel Ifaacs

Charles Jeffry

John Jetteres

Robert Jenkins,

Timothy Ingraham

Jofeph Jacob

Nathaniel Ingerfoll,

Leonard Jarvis

Thomas Jackfon

Thomas January

Emanuel Jofiah

John Jenning

Charles Jervis, 2

John Jones

Paul Jackfon

Charles Jenkins

Jona. Ingham William Jarvis

Thomas James Ralph Ingraham

John Jenkins John Jultice

Ifaac Janvier
Daniel Jones

Jofeph Jacobs

Anquila Jones

John Jones

Matthew Johns

Robert Strettell Jones

Henry Jenkinſon

Rev. Robert Jenney

Richard Johnfon

Jofeph Jons

Thomas Jenning, Efq;

John Kidd

K

John Knight

Jofeph King

John Keariley, jun.

Reynold Keen

Benjamin Kendall

Alexander Katter

James Keppock

John Keariley

A
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Jacob Kollock, Efq;

Edward Kasby

SamuelKing

James Kinfey

Jofeph Kerkbride

Philip Kiflick

John Kingston

Peter Keteltas

Linies King

Alexander King, Stud.

Thomas Kinnicut

William Kneeland

Jeremiah Leaming

John Lawrence, Efq;

John Lawrence

Thomas Leonard, Efq;

Archelaus Lewis

John Latham

John Livingston

Ifaac Low

Bartholomew LeRoux, 2

James Livingſton

Edward Laight

John Lawrence

Capt. EbenezerKent, Jun.Abraham Leggett

John Kofter

John Kearſey

Martin Killogg

Benjamin Levy .

Gabriel Ludlow

Lothrop Lewis

Richard Law

William Lightfoot

John Leacock

Thomas Lowry

Henry Lifle

Thomas Linnon

Samuel Lloyd

George Leadbetter

John Linington

Benjamin Loxley

Ebenezer Lines

Edmund Lewis, A. B.

Jonathan Lyman, Stud

Stephen Leach

Jofias Lindon

Robert Lightfoot

Samuel Lyndon

MofesLevy

John Lyon, Jun.

SamuelLocke

James Lovel

Samuel Livermore, Jum

Richard Lee

Benjamin Lynde

Robert Lloyd

Benjamin Leech

William Leech

Thomas Lawrence

Evan Lewis

Ann Lowry

Thomas Lawrence Efq; Jeremiah Lee

Aaron Leaming

Richard Lechmere

John Lee

IfaacLothrop



xxvi SUBSCRIBERS NAME 8.

"

Elisha Lewis

Jonathan Lewitt

M

Benjamin Mifflin

Samuel Mifflin

Evan Morgan

RichardMorris

Francis Many

John Malcolm

Evan Morgan

John Mitchell

ames Miller

ames Moore

James Murphy

Thomas Marthal

Samuel Morris, Jun.

Abraham Mitchel

John Murrey

Benjamin Marshal

Jofeph Morris

George Morriton

Chriftopher Marſhal

Edmund Milne

William Macum

Samuel Maffey-

John Monrow

John M'Clughan

Jofeph Marriott

Capt. George Mercer

William Morris

William Mercier

Joshua Mulock

John Morres

Peter Martin

Edward Man

Samuel Mecher

N. A. Meyers

Thomas Miller

Nathaniel Marlton

Jofiah Martin

Ifaac Martin

Donald Morrifon

Robert Murray

Nathan Mallary

Jdidiah Mills

Samuel Mather

Rev. Eleazer May

Andrew M'Kenzie

James Mumfort

Benjamin Mafon

William Montgomery John Mawdsley

Thomas MuffattWilliam Muir, 2

Thomas Mayre

John Moland

Alexander Magee

A. Morris, Jun.

William Morris, Jun.

RobertMendenhall

Humphry Marshall

Godfry Malbone

Capt. WilliamMumfort

N. Markes

David Moore

Jonathan Marfh, Jun.

Robert M'Leod

Daniel Mowry, Jun.
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Pelatiah Man

Thomas Marth

Jonas Meriam

Capt. John Machet

Daniel Offley

Doctor Jacob Ogden

Bulkley Ölcott

Jonathan Otis

Benjamin Marſton

John Melvel

Ifaac Mansfield

Jfabella Meinkeſner

William Meyer

Lewis Maffey

N

Jofeph Olney

Simon Orne

Joshua Ome, Efq;

Jofhua Ome, Jun.

Andrew Oliver, Efq;

Jofeph Osborn

P

James Otis

Samuel Allyne Otis

John Nixon

William Nicholfon

Zaharias Nieman

Charles Norris, Efq;

John Nukinfon

James Neilfon

Benjamin Nicholls

Samuel Nottingham

Charles Nicall

Simon Newton

Samuel
Nightingale

Jonathan Norwood

Capt. Robert Nivins

Nathaniel Nichols

Samuel Purviance

William Peters

Thomas Parfons

John Parker

James Payne

Thomas Pafchall

Stephen Potts

Edmund Phyfick

Abraham Prior

William Pearfon

Silas Parvin

John Palmer

Rev. Samuel Newel Reeſe Peters

0 John Price

John Ord

Jofeph Oborn

Bryan O Harra

George Okill

George Owen

Pat. O Hunlon

Jofeph Ogden

Benjamin Price

Thomas Preſton

John Pyott

Thomas Pryor

Joshua Pearfon

Robert Parfons

Adonijah Peacock

6
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Henry Paxfon, Efq;

Thomas Perry

Frederick Philipfe

John Provoft

R

John Rhea

Daniel Rundle

Jofeph Redman

William Pearfe

John Panet

Peter Penfield

Jacobs Pints

Ebenezer Pluznmer

Aaron Phelps

Abel Pitkin, A. B.

James Pierpoint, A. M.

Rev. Timothy Pitkin

Ebenezer Parmell

Guy Palmes

Rev. Thomas Pollen

Robert Proud

Ifaac Polock

William Pearce

Sanders Pitman

Samuel Pemberton

Samuel Payfon

Jofeph Parfons

Phillips Payfons

William Prichard

William Pynchon

Henry Prescot

Thomas Porter

Elisha Parks

Edward Procter

Henry Paxfon, Efq;

Henry Quigg

Cornelius Quick

Henry Quigg

Emanuel Roufe

William Ransted

John Reily

James Reynolds

Richard Renshaw

Joſeph Redman

Francis Robinſon

William Rice

Solomon Rochford

Henry Roberts.

John Ruxby

John Rofs

Francis Rawle

John Rich

Thomas Rogers

William Ranbury

Daniel Roberdeau

Ifaac Roberts

Dr. John Redman

William Rush

John Robinſon

Mrs. Reardon

Phillip Rees

John Roberts, 6

Alexander Rowdall

John Rogerfon

Alexander Rofs

Patrick Reynolds

George Reading, Efq;

Nicholas Roofevelt
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Joſeph Reade

Thomas Robinſon

Robert Richardſon

Burnett Richard

Anthony Rutgers

Peter Remyen-

John Roome

William Rayman

Adrian Rutgers

James Ruffell, Efq;

John Rowe

Icabod Robifon

Alexander Rofs

Patrick Reynolds

S

WILLIAM SMITH, A. M.

Provoſt ofthe College of

Philadelphia

John Shleydorn
Ebenezer Rumreill

Stephen Ray Jacob Spike

WilliamRos, minor, A. B.Buckridge Sims

Chandler Robbins, A. B Jofeph Stiles, 4

Elnatham Roffeter Jofeph Shute

George Richards John Stretch

Joſhua Raymond
Daniel Swan

Benjamin Rice Francis Sewer

John Read

Jacob Richardfon

William Rogers

Thomas Robinſon

Thomas Richardſon

Robert Rodman

Thomas Robſon

John Randell

Bazzillea Richmond

Thomas Raynolet

Ebenezer Roeskwell

Charles Ruffell

Samuel Rogers

Timothy Rogers

William Rickells, Efq;

Jeffe Raymond

Nathaniel Richardfon

William Shute

John Shee

James Stephens

Thomas Sugar

Valentine Standley

William Standley

Richard Smith

John Sayre

Alexander Seaton

Michael Sisk

William Spafford

Edward Shippen, Jun.

Rev. William Sturgeon

Thomas Salter

Alexander Stedman, Efq,

Jofeph Saul

Conrad Schneider

1
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James Smith William Symmes

William Smith

Ifaac Stretch

Oakes Shaw

Nathaniel Sheaffe

George Shreiber Francis Shaw

John Siefty
Samuel Swett

Richard Swan, Jun.
Richard Skiner

Benjamin Smith Philip Sanders

Jonathan Shoemaker, Jr. Jofeph Smithurft

Thomas Shinn
Benjamin Stacey

John Shaw William Spooner

Samuel Smith Ifaac Smith

John Simontown

John Shermerhorn

Henry Sleght

Ifaac Seers

LawrenceSweney

Cap. James Smedly

Exnerience Stors

Thomas Stevens

Nathaniel Shaw, Jun.

Capt. Phineas Stanton

Oliver Spicer

Jonathan Starr

Ifaac Stelle

Francis Skiner,

Robert Stoddard

Rev. Ezra Stiles

Edward Scott

Robert Stevens

Joſhua Saunders

Robert Shearman

Edward Scott

DanielSinger

John Sprague

John Smith

Thomas Shreve

Reynold Seagar

Rev. Mr. Afa Spalding

Benjamin Spalding

Benjamin Sedgwick

Ifrael Stottard

Mr. Stephens

Thomas Shinn

William Stogden

T

Abraham Taylor, 3

John Taylor

James Turner ,

John Thornhill

Thomas Tillyer

William Topham

Patrick Tomins

Charles Thomfan

Peter Thomfon

Peter Turner

Capt. Ebenezer Stedman John Tranel
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Robert Towers

John Trimbell

Thomas Thompfon

Jofeph Trotter

Chriftopher Thomfon

Jacob Tagart

John Taylor, Efq;

Samuel Tremble

John Thomfon

Richard Tole, 2

William Tuchey

Sohn Troup

Reub. Warren Thompſon

Benjamin Tanner

William Talman

Abraham Tomlinfon

John Thomfon

James Tilley

Edward Thurfton

John Tweedy, 2

James Tanner

William Tate

Eleazer Toevet

John Townfend

Nicholas Townſend

Samuel Tompkins

Jona. Thurſton

Thomas Taylor

Joſhua Turpin

Ebenezer Thomfon

PaulTew

Robert Treat

Samuel Turner

John Turner

Willoughby Toppan

Thomas Twifden

Edward Trowbridge,Efq;

Richard Task

Ebenezer Taylor

Rev. Samuel Todd

James Tuadaway

Rev. Jonathan Todd

Edward Uillat

Thomas Uill, Efq;

William Vanderſpiegle

Direl Van Allen

Peter Van Duerfon

Thomas Vatal

Ifaac Van Hook, Jun.

Richard Van Dyck

William Verdenburgh

Roger Viets, Stud.

David Verderhey, Jun.

Thomas Vernon

Samuel Vernon

Daniel Vernon

Peter Vimon

Rev. William Vinal

Cornelius Henry Vallall,

William Vans

James Wharton

William Wifhart

Townſend White, ≈

Ifaac Williams

JofephWay

JofephWood

John Willcocks,

William Williams

SamuelWharton

Benjamin Wickham

Peter Wanton

Charles Wickham
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William Wood, 6

William Wagstaff

Jofeph Warner

JacobWiney

Ralph Weeks

John Wood, Jun.

Daniel Wifter

John Winter

Samuel Watfon

William Whitebread, Jun.

John Wallace

WilliamWallace

MofesWells

John Wilkinſon, Jun.

Edmond Winder

John Wilkinfon

Abraham Watſon

SwanWarner

Chriftopher Witt

James Whitehead

Samuel Williams

Jofeph Worthington

Jofeph Watkins

James Wright, 6

Chriftopher Wetherill

Emanuel Williams

Samuel Woodruff, Efq;

James Willfon

JohnWatts

John Wiley

Charles Williams, Efq;

Philip Wilkinfon

WilliamWickham

John Waddell

DavidWhitney

Benjamin Wynkoop

Edward Winflow

Rev. Samuel Whittelfey

RobertWalker

John Whiting

David Whitney

Abraham Woolent

Lemuel White

John Wright

John Winthrop, Efq;

Jofeph Wanton, Efq,

John Wing

Cap. Jofeph Wilſon

Thomas Wickham

Philip Wanton

Refolved Watterman

Thomas Wilfon

John Winthrop, Eſq;

Thomas Wentworth

JohnWhitter

Ephraim Woolfon

Jeremiah Wheelwright

Paine Wingate

Leonard Williams

William Wett

Miles Ward, Jun,

Jona. Webb, Jun.

William Walter

John Weber

Rev. Edw. Wigglafworth, 2

William White

JofephWalker

Ebenezer Wyeth

Joſhua Winflow

Ifaac Wilkins

David Wyir

David Wood

Samuel Williams

Zebulon Weft, Efq;

Pelatiah Weſt

Rev. Benjamin Woodbridge

Elifha Williams

Ezekiel Williams

Charles Webb

Seth Weftmore

Samuel Wyllys

Sarah Windfor

William Wincheſter

William Young

William Yewham

Robert Yonge

Samuel Yates

N. Yorwernem
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A

VOYAGE

TO THE

SOUTHSEA S.

O

N Thurſday the 18th of September

1740, failed from St. Hellens his

Majefty's Ship Centurion, Commo-

dore Anfen, with the Gloucester,

Pearl, Severn, Wager, and Tryal, and two

Store Ships ; this Squadron was defign'd round

Cape Horn into the South Seas, to diftrefs the

Spaniards in thofe Parts. The Ships were all

in prime Order, all lately rebuilt. The Men

were elevated with Hopes of growing im-

menfely rich, and in a few Years of returning

to Old England loaden with the Wealth of

their Enemies.

B
Saturday,
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Saturday, the 20th, the Ram-head bearing

N. by W. half W. diſtant four Leagues, the

Commodore hoifted his broad Pendant, and

was faluted by every Ship in the Squadron ,

with thirteen Guns each. This Day join'd

Company with us his Majefty's Ships, Dra-

gon, Winchester, Chatham, South-Sea-Caſtle, and

Rye-Galley, with a large Convoy of Merchant

Ships.

Thurſday, the 25th, we parted Company

with the Winchester and the South-Sea-Castle,

with their Convoys, bound for America.

On Monday, we parted Company with the

Streights and Turky Convoys.

Friday, October the 3d, at Eight in the

Morning, we faw two Brigantines to the

South Eaft ; the Commodore gave a Signal

to chace ; at Nine fired two fhot to bring 'em

to ; at Ten ſpoke with the Chace, being two

Brigs from Lisbon, bound for New -York.

Sunday, the 26th, about Five in the Morn-

ing, the Severn ſhowed Lights, and fired ſe-

veral Guns a-head ; foon after we faw the

Land bearing W. by S. and at Noon the Eaſt

End of Madeira bore North, diftant five

Leagues.

Wedneſday we moored in Fonchiale road,

fo called from a City of that Name, which

is
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is the Metropolis of the Island ofMadeira ;

here we employ'd moft of our Time in

getting aboard Water, and ſtowing our dry

Provifions between Decks.

Tueſday, November the 4th, Captain Kidd

our Commander was removed on board the

Pearl, and the Honourable Captain Murray

fucceeded him in the Wager. Captain Norris

ofthe Gloucester having obtained Leave to re-

turn to England, on account of his ill State

ofHealth, occafioned the above removals.

While we lay at Madeira, we were in-

formed of ten Sail of Ships cruifing off and

on, to the Weftward ; thefe Ships were judg'd

to be French, and had been feen every Day

for a Week before our Arrival : The Com-

modore fent out a Privateer Sloop, but the

returned the Day following, without feeing

'em ; fo that we can give no Account of 'em .

On Wednesday the 5th, we failed from Ma-

deira. On the 20th the Industry Store-Ship

parted Company; and on Friday the 28th,

by Account, we crofs'd the Equinoctial.

On the 17th of December we faw the Ifiand

of St. Catharine, at Noon ; the Northmoft

Land in Sight bore W. N. W. and the South-

moſt S. W.by W. Variation per Amplitude

13. 57 Eaſterly.

B 2 On
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On the 18th, the North End of the Iſland

of St. Catharine bore N. W. byW. diftant feven

Leagues ; and the Ifland of Gaul bore N. W.

diſtant fix Leagues.

On the 19th we anchor'd in St. Catharine's

Bay in upward of twelve Fathom Water, the

Ifland Gaul, on the Coaft of Brazil, bearing

N. by E. diftant four Leagues. Onthe 20th

we anchor'd in St. Catharine's road, and the

Dayfollowing we moored between the Iſland

of St. Catharine's and the Main.

On Monday the 22d, the Commodore or-

dered freſh Beeffor the fick People.

On the 27th came in a Portugueſe Brig from

Rio Janeiro, for the Rio Grand : While we

lay here, the People were generally imploy'd

in over-hauling the rigging, and getting a-

board Water.

On the 17th of January 1741 , we failed

from St. Catharine's ; the Commodore faluted

the Fort with eleven Guns, the Fort returned

the fame Number.

On Thurſday the 22d we loft fight of the

Pearl.

On Tuesday the 17th of February, the

Pearl join'd the Squadron ; and on the 19th

we came to Anchor off the river of St. Ju-

lian's, on the Coast of Patagonia, St. Julian's

Hill
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Hill bearing S. W. byW. and the Southmoſt

Land in fight S. by E. diftant from the Shore

three Leagues. This Day our Captain, the

Honourable George Murray, took Command

on Board the Pearl, Captain Kidd having

died on the Voyage fince we left St. Catha-

rine's.

Captain Kidd was heard to fay, a few

Days before his Death, That this Voyage,

which both Officers and Sailors had engag'd

in , with fo much Cheerfulneſs and Alacrity,

would prove in the End very far from their

Expectations, notwithſtanding the vaſt Trea-

fure they imagined to gain by it ; that it

would end in Poverty, Vermin, Famine,

Death and Deſtruction. How far the Cap-

tain's Words were prophetick, will appear in

the Courſe of our Journal. Captain Cheap

fucceeded Captain Murray on Board the

Wager.

P%

On the 26th of February we ſent on Board

the Pearl twelve Butts and two Puncheons

of Water ; the Pearl having, while ſhe was

ſeparated from us, been chafed by five large

Spanish Men ofWar, the Commander in Chief

being diftinguifh'd by a red broad Pendant

with a Swallow's Tail at his Main-top-maft

Head, and a red Flag at his Enfign-ſtaff :

During
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During the Chace, the Pearl, in order to

clear Ship, threw over-board and ſtove four-

teen Tons of Water ; fhe likewife ftove the

Long Boat, and threw her over-board, with

Oars, Sails and Booms, and made all clear

for engaging ; but Night coming on, at Seven

o'Clock loft Sight of the Enemy ; at Five

in the Morning ſaw the Spanish Ships from

the Maft-head, two Points on the Lee-quar-

ter, ftill giving Chace, and crowding all the

Sail they could ; but at Nine the Pearl loft

Sight of 'em entirely. We judg'd this to be

Admiral Pizarro's Squadron, fent out in Pur-

fuit of Commodore Anfon. Had our Ships

united fallen in with ' em, 'tis probable we

might have given a good Account of 'em.

While we lay at St. Julian's, we faw the

Sea full of Shrimps, and red as if they were

boiled ; the Water appeared tinctured to that

Degree, that it look'd like Blood.

On the 27th, we fent on boardthe Pearl

four Puncheons of Water more ; at Six in the

Morning, the Commodore made Signal to

weigh ; at Eight weigh'd, and came to Sail ;

this Day we loft Sight of the Gloucefter.

The 28th, the Gloucefter came into the

Squadron again.

On
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On the 7th of March we pafs'd through

the Streights of Le Mair ; Cape Diego on the

Iland of Terra del Fuego bore N. W. by W.

three Leagues, and the Weft End of the

Iland, Staten Land, bore E. N. E. diftant

Four Leagues, the Squadron under reeft

Courſes.

Onthe 10th we loft fight of the Ann Pink,

onthe 12th carried awaythe rails and Tim-

bers of the Head on both Sides.

On the 16th the Ann Pink join'd the Squa-

dron again .

The 30th the Gloucefter broke her Main-

Yard in the Slings.

Aprilthe 1ft, the Commodore order'd Mr.

Cummins, the Carpenter, on Board the Glou-

cefter.

On the 8th carried away the Mizen-Maft,

two Feet above the Awning ; there was no

Sail on the Maft. Upon the rowl of a Sea,

all the Chain Plates to Wind-ward broke,

Lat. 56. 31. Long. 87.4 Weft. At Noon

Cape St. Bartholomew bore North 84 Deg.

E. diftant 229 Leagues.

The 10th loft Sight of the Severn and

Pearl, Lat 56. 29. Long. 85. Weft. At Ten

laft Night fell in with two fmall Iſlands ; at

Eight in the Morning the Islands bore N.N.W.

bythe Compass, diſtant eight Leagues, in the

Latiude
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Latitude 54.00 South ; we took 'em for the

Iſlands which lay off Brewer's Streights, Lati-

tude 54.50 South, Long. 84. 56 Weſt.

On the 12th we had very hard Gales at

Weft, with the largeſt Swell I ever faw ; I

was Officer of the Watch (tho' I was Gunner

of the Ship, I had the Charge of aWatch

during the whole Voyage ; ) we had our Lar- ¸

board Tacks on Board : Between Six and

Seven in the Morning, holding by the Top-

fail Hallyards to Wind-ward, there broke a

Sea in the Ship, which carried me over the

Wheel, bilg'd the Cutter, and canted her off

the Skeets Bottom up athwart the Barge ; it

likewife half filled the Long-Boat; the Boat-

fwain was for heaving the Cutter over-board,

I order'd him to do nothing with her till I

had acquainted the Captain, who was then

very ill in his Cabbin : The Captain defi-

redme to uſe all Means to fave the Cutter ; at

the fame Time I asked Leave to fkuttle the

Long-Boat, and get the Sprit-fail Yard and

Jib in, for fear of endangering the Bowfprit ;

which he order'd to be done, and told me,

it was a very great Misfortune that he ſhould

be ill at fuch a Time. When I came from

the Captain, I found the Lieutenant on the

Deck, got the Cutter in her Place, fkuttled

the
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the Long-Boat, and got the Sprit-fail Yard

and Jib-boom in. The Carpenter is ftill a-

board the Glouceſter.

The 13th, under reeft Courſes, the Lar-

board Tacks ; the Commodore being on the

Weather Quarter, bore down under our Lee,

and fpoke, with us. He ask'd the Captain,

If the Carpenter was return'd from the Glou-

cefter ? The Captain ' anfwer'd, No ; and

am furpriz'd Capt. Mitchell ſhould detain

him, when he knows I muft want him about

my Mizen-maft. The Commodore told him

he would fpeak with the Glouceſter, and or-

der him on Board . He then ask'd the Cap-

tain, Why he did not fet the Main-top-fail,

and make more Sail ? Capt. Cheap made

Anfwer, My rigging is all gone, and broke

fore and aft, and my People almoſt all taken

ill, and down ; but I will fet him as foon as

poffible. The Commodore defired he would,

and make what Sail he could after him.

The 14th, the Carpenter return'd from the

Gloucester, it being the only Day this Fort-

night a Boat could live in the Sea. As foon

as the Carpenter came on Board, he waited

on the Captain, who order'd him to look on

the Chain Plates and Chains, and to give his

Opinion of the Maft's going away. The

C Car-
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Carpenter look'd as order'd, and gave Capt.

Cheapfor Anfwer, That the Chain Plates were

all broke. The Captain fhook his Head, and

faid, Carpenter ! That is not the Reaſon of

the Maft's going away. The Carpenter not

willing, as the Maft was gone, to lay it to

any one's Mifmanagement, or to occafion

any Uneafinefs about what was now paſt

Prevention, fitted a Cap on the Stump of

the Mizen-maft, got up a lower Studding-

fail-Boom, of 40 Feet, and hoifted a Sail to

keep the Ship to .

To-day, being the 19th, and the fineſt Day

we had in thefe Seas, we were employ'd in

repairing the rigging ; we bent a new Main-

Sail, and reeft him, as did the Ann Pink ;

the Gloucester at the fame Time fix'd her

Main-Yard ; the Commodore and Tryal keep-

ing a-head, and at a confiderable Diſtance ;

between Four and Six at Night faw the Com-

modore's Light. At Six, being reliev'd by

the Mafter, he could not fee the Commo-

dore's Light, tho' it was vifible to every

one elfe on the Quarter-Deck : The Maſter

perfifted he could not fee it ; on which I went

and acqauinted the Captain, who came upon

Deck, and ſeeing the Light, ask'd the Maſter,

Where his Eyes were ? This was the laft

Time

B
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Time I ever faw the Commodore. The

Lieutenant having the firft Watch loft Sight

of him at Nine o'Clock, and at Ten was

oblig'd to hand the Fore-Sail ; in the doing of

which we loft a Seaman over-board. We

faw the Gloucester and Ann Pink a-ſtern in

the Morning ; but they were foon gone a-

head, and out of Sight,

The 21ft, as I was in the Steward's room,

Jofeph King, Seaman, came for a Pound of

Bread. I heard him ask the Steward, If he

thought they would be fery'd with the fame.

Quantity of Water as before ? Without

waiting for an Anfwer, No, G-d d- n 'em ;

as the Commodore was parted, they fhou'd

find the Difference. Not knowing the Con-

fequence of this, or by whom the Fellow

might be ſpirited up, I acquainted the Cap-

tain with the Affair, who order'd me to deli-

ver a Brace of Piſtols charg'd with a Brace

of Balls to every Officer in the Ship who

wanted ' em , and to take no further Notice

of the Matter.

May the ft. This Day the Officers were

call'd, and their Opinions afk'd concerning

the best Bower-Anchor ; refolv'd to cut the

Anchor away, for fear of endangering the

Ship, there being no Poffibility of fecuring

6 z
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it without putting our Fore-Maft in extreme

Danger, the Shrouds and Chain Plates being

all broke.

Fourteen Days before the Lofs of the Ship,

the Wind at S. and S. S. W. fteer'd N. W. by

N. and N. N. W. by the Compaſs : Laid the

Ship to for the firft four Nights ; the mean-

ing of this I could not learn. I aſk'd the

Lieutenant the reafon ofour bearing for the

Land on a Lee Shore, when we had a fair

Wind for our rendezvous, which I had

always thought was for the Iſland of Juan

Ferdinandez. The Lieutenant told me the

rendezvous was alter'd to an Iſland in the

Latitude of 44 S. Upon this I faid to the

Lieutenant, This is a very great Misfor-

tune to us ; that we can do nothing with

the Ship in the Condition fhe is in upon a

Lee-fhore; and am furpriz'd, that we fhould

be oblig'd to go there. The Lieutenant told

me, he had faid every Thing he could to dif-

fuade the Captain from it, but found him de-

termin'd to go there. The fifth Night, and

every Night after, made Sail ; the Wind to

the Weftward. I never reliev'd the Lieute-

nant, but I afk'd him , what he thought of

a Lee-fhore with the Ship in this Condition ?

he always reply'd, He could not tell. We

7

faw
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faw rock-weed in abundance pafs by the

Ship. The Honourable John Byron, Mid-

fhipman, being on the Quarter Deck, faid,

We can't be far off the Land by theſe

Weeds. The Lieutenant and Mate being by,

I faid, Gentlemen, what can we do with the

Ship in the miferable Condition ſhe is in on a

Lee-fhore ? The Leiutenant anſwer'd, When-

ever I have been with the Captain fince our

firſt lying to, I always perfwaded him to go

for Juan Ferdinandez ; therefore I would

haveyou go to him, he maybe perfwaded by

you, tho' he will not by me. I ſaid, If

that was the Cafe, my going to him is need-

lefs. In a Quarter of an Hour afterwards, the

Captain fent for me, and faid, Gunner ! What

Longitude have you made ? I told him 82.

30. What diſtance do you reckon yourſelf

offthe Land ? I anſwer'd, about 60 Leagues :

But ifthe two Iſlands we faw are thoſe which

are laid down in your Chart to lay off Brewer's

Streights, and the fame Current continues

with the Weſtern fwell, we can't be above

a third Part of the Diſtance off the Land.

The Captain made Anfwer, as for the Cur-

rents, there is no Account to be given for

'em ; fometimes they fet one Way, and fome-

times another. I faid, Sir, very true ; but

as
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as the Ship has been always under reeft

Courſes, with the Mizen-Maft gone, the muft

wholly drive to Leeward, and nigher the

Land than expected. The Captain then

told me, I ſuppoſe you are not unacquainted

of my rendezvous for the Ifland of Noftra

Signora Di Socora, in the Latitude of 44.

I reply'd, Sir, the Ship is in a very bad

Condition to come in with the Lee-fhore ;

and if it is poffible to bring the Ship to an

Anchor, we ſhall never purchaſe him again ,

The Captain anfwer'd, I don't defign to come

to an Anchor ; for there are no Soundings

until you come within feven Leagues ofthe

Land. I purpoſe to ſtand off and on twenty-

four Hours ; and ifI don't fee the Commo-

dore, or any of the Squadron in that Time,

we will go for Juan Ferdinandez. To this I

faid, Sir, the Ship is a perfect Wreck; our

Mizen-Maft gone, with our ſtanding rig-

ging afore and abaft, and all our People

down ; therefore I can't fee what we can do

in with the Land . The Captain's Anfwer

was, It does not fignify, I am oblig'd and

determin'd to go for the firft rendezvous.

On the 13th, at Eight in the Morning, the

Straps of the Fore-Jeer Blocks broke ; reeff'd

the Top repes, and lower'd the Yard ; went

to
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to ftrapping the Blocks . At Nine, the

Carpenter going forward to inſpect the

Chain-Plates, faw the Land from the Fore-

Caſtle ; on which he afk'd the Boatswain's

Mate, who was by him, Ifhe fawthe Land ?

He anſwer'd, No. The Carpenter fhew'd it

him, and he faw it plain. TheCarpenter then

fhew'd it to the Lieutenant ; but he would

not believe it to be Land, becauſe it bore

N. N.W. and faid it was impoffible ; there-

fore he never inform'd the Captain of the

Sight ofLand, as the Honourable Mr. Byron

hath heard the Captain fay. At Two inthe

Afternoon lower'd the Fore-Yard, and hawl'd

the Fore-fail up. Notwithstanding I was

Officer of the Watch, I was oblig'd to go

upon the Fore-Yard, where was Mr. Camp-

bell Midshipman, one Boatfwain's Mate, four

Seamen, and the Mafter's Servant ; which

were all the Hands we could get out ofthe

Ship's Company to affift. Whilft on the

Yard I faw the Land very plain, on the Lar-

board-beam, bearing N. W. half N. neareft

High Land, with Hillocks, and one remark-

able Hommacoe like a Sugar-loaf, very high.

At the Sight of Land I came offthe Fore-

yard, and acquainted the Captain. He imme-

diately gave Orders to fway the Fore-yard

up,
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up, and fetthe Fore-fail ; then we wore Ship,

with herHead to the Southward . The Cap-

tain coming forward unhappily received a .

Fall, which diflocated his Shoulder, fo that he

was obliged to be put into the Surgeon's Cab-

bin. Some Time after he fent for the Lieu-

tenant and myſelf, acquainting us ofthe Ne-

ceffity there was for making Sail, as being

on a Lee-Shore ; therefore defired we would

uſe our utmoſt Endeavours to crowd the

Ship off. You fee, Gentlemen, ſaid he, my

Misfortune will not permit me to continue

on the Deck : As for the Mafter, he is not

worthy ofthe Charge of a Watch ; there-

fore I muſt defire you Mr. Bulkely, to be

in the Watch with him, and to make but

two Watches : Keep a good Look-out, and,

if poffible, fet the Main-top-fail. Mr. Beans,

I must defire Mr. Cummins to be with you ;

and beg you will take all the Care you can.

I having the firft Watch, fet the Main, Fore

and Mizen Stay-fails ; it blewfo hard I found

it impoffible to fet the Main-top-fail ; of

which I acquainted the Captain : All the

Hands we could mufter in both Watches,

Officers included, were but twelve ; the reft

ofthe Ship's Company were all fick below :

I very often could get no more than three

Seamen
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Seaman in my Watch. The Ship for theſe

three Weeks hath beenno betterthan aWreck;

the Mizen-maft gone; the ftanding rigging

and Chain-Plates, afore and abaft, moftly

broke and ruin'd. The Top-fails now at the

Yards are fo bad, that if we attempt to looſe

'em for making Sail, we are in Danger of

fplitting ' em ; and we have not a ſpare Sail in

the Ship that can be brought to the Yard

without being repair'd. This is the preſent

deplorable Situation of the Ship . All the

firft and middle Watch it blow'd and rain'd ;

and withal fo very dark, that we could not

fee the Length of the Ship : For the greateſt

Part of the Night the came up no nearer

than S. by W. and S. S. W. At Four in the

Morning fhe came up with her Head Weft ;

fo that her Head was then offthe Shore.

Thursday, May the 14th, 1741 , at Half an

Hour paft Four this Morning, the Ship ftruck

abaft on a funken Rock, founded fourteen

Fathom ; but it being impoffible to let go

the Anchor Time enough to bringher up, be-

ing furrounded on every fide with rocks

(a very difmal Profpect to behold ! ) the Ship

ftruck a fecond Time, which broke the Head

of the Tiller; fo that we were obliged to

fteer her with theMain and Fore-fheets, by

D
eafing
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eafing off one, and hawling aft the other, as

The came to, or fell off. In a fhort Time

after, the ftruck, bilged, and grounded, be→

tween two fmall Islands, where Providence

directed us to fuch a Place as we could fave

our Lives. When the Ship ftruck it was

about Break ofDay, and not above a Muſkets

fhot from the Shore. Launch'd the Barge,

Cutter, and Yaul over the Gunnel ; cut the

Main and Fore-Maft by the Board, and the

Sheet-Anchor from the Gunnel. The Cap-

tain fent the Barge on Shore, with Mr. Snow

the Mate, to fee ifthe Place was inhabited, and

to return aboard directly ; but, without any

regard to his Duty, or the Preſervation of

the Lives of the People, he ftaid aſhore.

The Barge not returning as expected, the

Lieutenant was fent in the Yawl, with

Orders to bring off the Barge. The Lieute-

nant tarried afhore, but fent off the Boat,

As foon as the Boat came on Board, the Cap-

tain, being very iil, was perfuaded by the

Officers to go afhore : With the Captain

went the Land Officers, Mate, and Mid-

fhipmen ; the Officers remaining on Board

were the Mafter, Boatfwain, Gunner, and

Carpenter: The Boatfwain, who was laid up

a Month before the Lofs ofthe Ship, became

*

of
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of a ſudden very vigorous and active. At

Night it blow'd very hard at North, with a

great tumbling Sea ; we expected every Mo-

ment that the Ship wouldpart, fetching fuch

Jirks and Twistings as fhock'd every Perfon

aboard, who had the leaft Care for the Pre-

fervation of Life ; yet, in the difmal Situa-

tion we were in, we had ſeveral in the Ship

fo thoughtless of their Danger, fo ſtupid,

and infenfible of their Mifery, that upon the

principal Officers leaving her, they fell into

the most violent Outrage and Diſorder : They

began with broaching the Wine in the Laza-

retto ; then to breaking open Cabbins and

Chefts, arming themfelves with Swords and

Piftols, threatning to murder thoſe who ſhould

oppoſe or queſtion them : Being drunk and

mad with Liquor, they plunder'd Chefts and

Cabbins for Money and other Things ofVa-

lue, cloathed themſelves in the richest Appa-

rel theycould find, and imagined themſelves

Lords Paramount.

Fridaythe 15th the Ship was bilged in the

Mid-fhips on a great rock; we took Care

to fecure fome Powder, Ball, and a little

Bread. In the Afternoon, the Carpenter and

myfelf went afhore with feveral of thofe

imaginary Lords in the rich Attire they had

D 2
plunder'd
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plunder'd Yeſterday ; but upon the Purfer

and Lieutenant Hamilton of Marines prefent-

ing Piſtols to fome of their Breafts, thoſe

Grandees fuffer'd themselves very quietly to

be difrob'd of all their Greatneſs, and in a

few Minutes look'd like a Parcel of tran-

fported Felons. On our coming afhore, we

found the Captain had taken his Lodging in

a little Hut, fuppos'd to be built by Indians ;

as for our Parts, we were forced to take

Shelter under a great Tree, where we made

a large Fire ; but it rain'd fo hard, that it

had almoſt coft us our Lives ; an Invalid died

that very Night on the Spot. Before I left

the Ship I went to my Cabbin for my Jour-

nal, but could not find it ; I believe it is de-

ſtroy'd with the reft, for there is not one

Journal to be produced ; we have good rea-

fon to apprehend there was a Perfon employ'd

to deftroy them ; I afterwards found Part of

the Maſter's Journal along fhore, tore to

Pieces Whatever is related in this Book,

preceeding the Lofs ofthe Wager, is extracted

from a Journal belonging to a Gentleman

lately an Officer on Board the Pearl. After

we loft fight of the Pearl, I was oblig'd to

have recourfe to my Memory, which I be-

lieve has been very faithful to me. From

:

the

S
u
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the Time we were Ship-wreck'd, the Car-

penter and myſelf were exceeding careful in

writing each Day's Tranfactions : Had other

Perfons taken the fame Care, there would be

no Neceffity of impofing upon the Publick a

partial and inconfiftent Narrative, inſtead of a

faithful relation of Facts.

On the 16th, the Weather very boisterous,

and a great Sea, the Boatfwain wanted a

Boat ; but finding no Appearance of any

coming aboard, brought a Quarter-deck Gun,

a four Pounder, to bear on the Captain's

Hut, and fir'd two Shot, which went juft

over the Captain's Tent. This Day, being

refolv'd to contrive fomething like a Houſe,"

to fecure us from the Inclemency of the

rain, and Severity of the Weather, we

hawl'd up the Cutter, and propping her up,

we made a tolerable Habitation . As for

Food this Inland produces none ; nor is there

any Vegetable upon it but Cellery, which

grows here in abundance, and is of great

Ufe to us, the Men being in general very

much troubled with the Scurvy.

On the 17th of May, being Whitfunday,

got feveral wild Fowls, and plenty of Muf-

cles, Limpetts, and other Shell-fiſh, which we

find very refreſhing, having fubfifted a long

Time on nothing but Salt-provifions.
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The 18th went on Board the Ship, to fee

if it was poffible to come to any Proviſions ;

got out ofthe Lazaretto two Casks of Flour

and fome Wine, which were very useful.

On the 19th went aboard again to ſcuttle

the Decks, in order to get fome Beef and

Pork out of the Hold ; we alfo fcuttled the

Carpenter's Store-room, for Nails and other

Things of Service.

The 20th cut away the Gunnel, to get the

Long Boat out ; which was done . To-day wo

found feveral Men dead, and fome drowned,

in the Ship ; fuppos'd to have drank till they

were not able to get from the Water, as it

flowed into the Ship. While we were aboard

working on the Wreck, there came a-long

fide a Canoe with feveral Indians, bowing and

croffing themſelves, giving us to underſtand

they were inclinable to the Romish religion ;

we gave 'em out of the Ship two Bales of

Cloth, and fent them afhore to the Captain ;

he gave them Hats, and prefented each of

them with a Soldier's Coat. They had Abun-

dance of the largeſt and beſt Muſcles I ever

faw, or tafted. This Day wasthe firſt Time

of the Boatswain's coming afhore ; the Cap-

tain called him rogue and Villain, and felled

him to the Ground with his Cape, fo that he

1

was
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was motionleſs, and to Appearance dead;

when he had recovered the Blow, and faw a

cockt Piftol in the Captain's Hand, he offered

his naked Breaft ; the Captain told him, he

deferved to be fhot, and faid no more to him.

The Captain, Lieutenant Hamilton of Marines,

the Surgeon, and Purfer, always appear'd in

Arms on the Beach, on the coming afhore of

every Boat, inorderto prevent the Peoplebring-

ing any Thing from the Ship in a clandeftine

Manner ; they were lo cautious of any Thing

being imbezzled, that they would not fuffer

the Boats to go off and work by Night, not-

withſtanding the Moon, Tides, and Fairneſs

ofWeather were more favourable to us by

Night than Day; by this we omitted feveral

Opportunities of getting out Provifions, and

other ufeful Things, which we ſhall ſhortly

ſtand in great Need of.

The 21ft, continued to fcuttle between

Decks ; in getting Neceffaries out of the Ship,

found feveral Men dead.

The 22d, the Indians brought us three

Sheep, and fome Mufcles. They are a Peo-

ple of a fmall Stature, well fhaped, of an

Olive Complexion, with black Hair; in Be-

haviour very civil: they have little Cloaths,

except about their Waifts, notwithstanding

the
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the Climate is exceffive cold. They ſtay'd

all Night, it being very rainy Weather, and

has been ever fince we have been here, the

Wind blowing from North to N. W.

Saturday the 23d, the Wind from the E.

N. E. to North, fell Abundance of Snow, in-

fomuch that the Mountains are cover'd with

it. It freezes very hard, and we find it ex

treamly cold. The next Day, the fame Wea-

ther, we went aboard, and fcuttled for Flour

in the Forehold.

The 25th, little Wind at N. E. and froſty

Weather, went aboard again, and got out of

the Forehold eight Barrels of Flour, one

Cask of Peafe, with fome Brandy and Wine:

This Day went to Allowance, of half a Pound

of Flour per Man, and one Piece of Pork

for three Men, it being the firſt Time of

ferving fince on Shore.

The 26th, we got out more Casks of

Flour, one Cask of Oatmeal, with fomë

Brandy and Wine. In the Evening the Indi=

ans came with their Wives, we gave the Wo-

men Hats, and the Men Breeches ; they made

Signs as if they would bring more Sheep.

On the 27th, wefcuttled over the Captain's

Store-room, got out feveral Casks of rum

and Wine, and brought them afhore. This

was
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was the firſt Time of the Lieutenant's being

between Decks fince the Lofs of the Ship:

The following Day we went aboard, cut

down and toft over-board the Ship's Awning,

to make a Deck for the Long Boat.

Since the 27th, we have been employ'd in

getting up the Long Boat, and repairing the

Barge which had been ſtove afhore ; rainy

Weather.

On Wedneſday, the 3d of June, hard Gales

of Wind at N. N. Weft, with Abundance of

rain ; deferted this Day James Mitchel, Car-

penter's Mate, John Ruffell, Armourer, Wil-

liam Oram, Carpenter's Crew, Jofeph King,

John Redwood, Boatswain's Yeoman, Dennis

O'Lary, John Davis, James Roach, James

Stewart, and William Thompson, Seamen.

Took up, along Shore, one Hogfhead of Bran-

dy, and feveral Things that drove out ofthe

Ship, as Bales of Cloth, Hats, Shoes, and

other Neceffaries. An Information was given,

this Day, by David Buckley, to the Captain,

that there was a Deſign to blow him up, with

the Surgeon, and Lieutenant Hamilton of

Marines: The Train was actually found, laid

by the Deferters, to blow 'em up the Night

before they went off.

E
Thursday

1

1

V
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Thurfday the 4th, we finished the Boats,

and fhot feveral wild Geefe. Finding Mur-

murings and Difcontents among the People,

we fecured the Oars, and hawled up the

Boats, being apprehenfive they would go a-

way with them by Night.

The 5th, we went on Board the Ship,

found ſeveral Cafks of Wine and Brandy be

tween Decks, moft Part of the Planks be-

tween Decks gone, and fome Strakes to Wind-

ward ftarted out, Part of the upper Deck

blown up, the Stumps ofthe Mafts and Pumps

rifen five Feet ; brought afhore the Cask of

Flour, with fome Stuff for the Ufe ofthe

Long Boat ; and two Quarter Caſks of Wine ;

the Wind at S. by E.

Saturday the 6th, the Wind at South and

fair Weather, we went aboard, got out ofthe

Hold eight Caſks of Flour, two Caſks of

Wine, a Quarter Cafk and three Hogfheads

of Brandy. The Lieutenant went to the In-

dians, but could not find ' em, being inform'd

by the Deferters that they were gone.

On Sunday the 7th, we went aboard the

Ship, got out a Caſk of Pork, two Barrels of

Flour, ftarted one Pipe of Wine, and brought

it afhore, with a Quarter Cafk of Peaſe, ſome

Bales ofCloth, and Carpenter's Stores . This

Day
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Day Mr. Henry Cozens, Midshipman, was con-

fin'd by the Captain ; the Fault alledg'd a-

gainst him was Drunkenneſs. We learn from

Nicholas Grifelham, Seaman, who was prefent

and near the Captain all the Time, that as

Mr. Cozens was rowling up a ſteep Beach, a

Caſk of Peaſe, he found it too heavy for him,

and left off rowling ; the Captain feeing this

told him, he was drunk, Mr. Cozens reply'd

With what ſhould I get drunk, unless it be

with Water? The Captain then faid, You

Scoundrel, get more Hands, and rowl the

Cafk up : Cozens called for more Hands, but

no People came ; with that the Captain ſtruck

him with hisCane. Grifelham likewiſe ſays, that

Cozens talked to the Captain about one Capt.

Shelvock ; but the Words he does not remem-

ber. But the fame Night I heard Mr. Cozens

ufe very unbecoming Language to the Cap-

tain, telling him, That he was come inte

thofe Seas to pay Shelvock's Debts ; and

alfo infolently added, Tho' Shelvock was a

rogue, he was not a Fool ; and, by G-d,

you are both. When he ſpoke this, he was

a Priſoner in the Store Tent, and afked the

Captain, Ifhe was to be kept there all Night ?

On theſe Provocations, the Captain attempted

to ſtrike him again ; but the Centinel faid,

E 2 he
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But Co-he fhould ftrike no Prifoner of his.

zens endeavouring to ftave a Cafk of Brandy,

was foon after releaſed. This Day got out

of the Ship feveral Chefts of Wax Candles of

all Sizes, Bales of Cloth, Bales of Stockings,

Shoes, with fome Clocks, and mercantile

Ware, with which this Ship was throng'd.

The 8th, Mr. Cummins and myſelf went

to the Deferters ; we find they are determined

to go off to the Northward ; the reaſon of

their Stay is the Want of Craft to go off in.

They now find themſelves miſtaken , they

believed at firft they were on the Main, but

are convinced they are four or five Leagues ,

from it, therefore they purpoſe to build a

Punt out of the Wreck of the Ship : They

live on SeaWeed and Shell Fiſh ; got up one

Cafk of Beef, which was brought on Shore

with a Cafk of Brandy, found one Cafk of

Beef on the rocks.

On Tueſday the 9th, I went with the Doc

tor's Mate to the Deferters, and ſpoke to

William Oram, a Carpenter, and a very uſeful

Man, defiring him to return, with a Promiſe

of Pardon from the Captain : In this Affair

I was obliged to Act very fecretly. To-day,

Mr. Cozens, the Midshipman, had a Dif-

pute with the Surgeon ; the latter having

fome
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fome Buſineſs in our Tent, which when he

had done, on his going away, Mr. Cozens

followed him ; they foon fell to Blows, but

the Surgeon had fo much the Advantage of

the Midshipman, that he tied his Hands be

hind him and left him . In the Evening the

Captain fent for me and the Carpenter to his

Tent: Wefound with the Captain, the Lieu-

tenant, Purfer, Surgeon, and Lieutenant

Hamilton of Marines. Here we had a Con-

fultation , which was chiefly concerning the

Diſturbances among the People, as well in our

Tent asin the reft. Mr. Cummins and I affu

red the Captain, that the People in our Tent

were generally very well affected to him , and

that we never would engage in any Mutiny

against him, or any other Officer that

would act for the publick Good, and his Ma-

jefty's Service : The Captain faid, he had no

reaſon to ſuſpect us, for we were the only

two in the Ship, that he put any Truft or

Confidence in; ftrict Orders were given the

Centinel to keep a good Look-out, and have

a watchful Eye on the Provifions; notwith-

ſtanding all this Precaution and Care, there

was one third Part of a Barrel of Flour,

and half a Barrel of Gunpowder taken away

that Night. It is to be obſerved, that this

Day's
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Day's Confultation was the firſt that Captain

Cheap ever had with his Officers ; had he

fometimes confulted them aboard, we might

probably have eſcaped our prefent unhappy

Condition.

Wedneſday the 10th, This Day, ſerving

the Provifions, the Boatswain's Servant, a

Portugueſe Boy, talking bad English, and

bringing in the Allowance of Wine, the

Boatswain, Mr Cozens Midshipman, and the

Cook his Meff-mates, with fome Difficulty,

underſtood by the Boy's Talk, that one of

the Men had his Allowance stopped ; Mr.

Cozens went to know the reaſon ; the Purfer

and he having fome Diſpute two or three Days

before, the Purſer told him, when he aſked

for his Wine, that he was come to Mutiny,

and, without any further Ceremony, diſchar-

ged a Piftol at his Head, and would have

fhot him, had he not been prevented by the

Cooper's canting the Piſtol with his Elbow,

at the Inftant of its going off; the Captain,

and Lieutenant Hamilton, hearing the Dif

charge of the Piſtol, the latter ran out 'with

a Firelock, then called the Captain, out ofhis

Tent, telling him that Cozens was come to

Mutiny; the Captain on this jumped out, aſk-

ing where the Villain was, clapped a cock'd

Piſtol
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Piſtol to Mr, Cozen's Cheek, and precipi-

tately ſhot him, without aſking any Queftions ;

the Noife of the two Piſtols going off, reached

our Tent ; it was rainy Weather, and not

fit for Gunning, fo that we could not imagine

the Meaning ofit ; foon after we heard Mr.

Cozens was ſhot by the Captain : The Lieu

nant came to call all Hands to the Captain ;

I aſked if we must go armed ; the Lieute-

nant anſwered, yes ; but, on Confideration, I

thought better to go without Arms : When

we came to the Captain, he acquainted us

with wat he had done, and told us he was

fill our Commander. The Captain, Purfer,

Surgeon, Lieutenants Hamilton, Ewers, and

Fielding of Marines being all armed, I faid

to the Captain, Sir, you fee we are dif

armed ; on this the Captain dropped his

Firelock to the Ground, faying, I ſeeyou are,

and have only fent for you, to let you all

know I am ſtill your Commander, fo let eve-

ry Man
go to his Tent ; accordingly every

Man obey'd him. In our Tent we had eigh-

teen of the ftouteft Fellows that belonged to

the Ship; and I believe the Captain, and the

Gentlemen above-mentioned, have fome Suf-

picion of Mr. Cummins and myſelf, believing

we can ſway moſt of the Seamen on Shore i

But
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But I think this Day we have given a Proof

of the Sincerity of our Intentions, and our

Deteftation of Mutiny, by not appearing in

Arms at the report of Mr. Cozens being fhot ;

we walked up with the Captain, where we

faw Mr. Cozens with his Elbow on the Ground

refting his right Cheek on the Palm of his

Hand, alive, and to Appearance fenfible, but

fpeechlefs ; the Captain ordered him to the

fick Tent, the Surgeon's Mate dreffed his

left Cheek where he was fhot, and felt a

Ball about three Inches under his right Eye ;

the Surgeon refufed dreffing him ; this we

may impute to his having lately à Quarrel

with Mr. Cozens, which has been already

mentioned. The fhooting ofMr. Cozens was

a very unhappy Affair : the Perſon whofe Al-

lowance was ſtopped, made no Complaint to

him, he was too officious in the Bufinefs,

and his preceeding Behaviour, and notorious

difrefpectful Words to the Captain, might

probably make the Captain fufpect his De-

fign was Mutiny ; tho' this we muſt aver, that

Mr. Cozens neither on this, or any other Oc-

cafion, appeared in Arms,fince the Lofs ofthe

Ship : However, his Fate laid the Foundation

of a great deal of Miſchief which afterwards

followed.

Thursday
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Thurſday the 11th, moderate Gales at W.

N. W. The Carpenter employed in laying the

Blocks forthe Long-Boat. Dr. Oakly, of the

Land Forces, was defired to affift the Sur-

geon's Mate, to take the Ball out of Mr. Co-

zens's Check, which he then was inclinable to

do ; but in the Afternoon finding it not a-

greeable to the Captain, refuſed to go, as we

are informed by the Surgeon's Mate, who

defired fome Surgeon might be prefent, to be

Witneſs ofthe Operation ; the Ball was taken

out, and for fome time fuppofed to be loft,

but was afterwards found.

This Day being the 12th, the Carpenter

finiſhed the Blocks for lengthening the Long-

Boat ; in the Morning he went to the Cap-

tain's Tent for fome Bolts for the Uſe ofthe

Long-Boat, where he faw the Surgeon at the

Medicine-Cheft, who asked him how that

unfortunate Creature did, meaning Mr. Co-

zens; the Carpenter told him he had not ſeen

him To-day: The Surgeon then faid he would

have vifited him, but the Captain would not

give him Leave. This was looked on as an

Act of Inhumanity in the Captain, and con-

tributed very much to his lofing the Affec-

tions of the People, whofe Opinion was,

that as Mr. Cozens was very strong and heal-

F
thy,
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thy, with proper Affiftance, he might reco

ver; the People did not fcruple to ſay that

the Captain would act a more honourable

Part to difcharge another Piftol at him,

and diſpatch him at once, than to deny him.

relief, and fuffer him to languiſh in a cold

wet Place in Pain and Mifery.

On the 13th, Mr. Cozens being, to all out-

ward Appearance, likely to recover, defired

he might be removed to our Tent, which

was his Place of refidence before this un-

happy Accident : We being unwilling to dif

oblige the Captain, the Carpenter and my

felf waited on him ; we told him, we were

come to ask a Favour, hoping that he would

have fo much Mercy and Compaffion on the

unhappy Man who was in the fick Tent, as

to permit us to remove him to his former

Lodging; but the Captain anfwer'd, No ; I

am fo far from it, that, if he lives, I will

carry him a Prifoner to the Commodore, and

hang him.

On the 14th, went aboard the Ship, but

could do nothing, the working fo verymuch;

we brought afhore the Fore-top-fail Yard;

the Boat went up the river, brought back

Abundance of Geefe and Shaggs. Wind at

Weft.

Monday
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Monday the 15th, hard Gales of Wind at

Weſt, with rain and Hail ; drove afhore three

Barrels of Flour ; and abundance of fmall

Stuff out of the Ship; took up a-long Shore

feveral Pieces of Pork and Beef; John An-

derfon, a Seaman, walking round the rocks,

and reaching after a Piece of Beef, flipping

his Footing, was drown'd, but taken up di-

rectly, and that Night bury'd : Turn'd the

Boatswain out of our Tent for breeding Quar

rels ; his turbulent Temper was fo well known

to the Captain, that he exprefs'd himſelf

pleas'd at our turning him out, and faid he

was furpriz'd we ever admitted him among

us.

On the 17th, the Carpenter at Work on

the Long Boat The Surgeon's Mate this

Day took out of Mr. Cozens's Cheek a Ball

much flatted, and a Piece of Bone, fuppofed

to be Part of the Upper Jaw, which was

defired by Mr. Cozens to be deliver'd to me ;

I receiv'd it, with the firſt Ball mention'd to

have been loft.

Thursday the 18th, the Carpenter cut the

Long-Boat in two, and lengthen'd her eleven

Feet ten Inches and half by the Keel.

Sunday the 21ft, went aboard the Ship ;

but it being dangerous going about any

F2
Thing.
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Thing, by reafon of her working much,

and a great Sea tumbling in, the Foats were

employ'd in going about the rocks in Search

of Subfiftence.

The 22d, the Carpenter went with the

Boat up the Bay to feek the Indians, but faw

nothing of them ; at Night the Boat re-

turn'd, the People having fhot Abundance of

wild Fowl.

The 23d, the Lieutenant went with the

Boat, and found the Indians juft come from

the Place where they catch Seal ; their Ca-

noes were loaded with Seal, Sheep, and Oil.

?

Wednesday the 24th, departed this Life

Mr. Henry Cozens, Midshipman, after lan-

guishing fourteen Days with the Wound he

had receiv'd in his Cheek : We bury'd him

in as decent a Manner as Time, Place, and

Circumftances would allow. There have

died fundry Ways fince the Ship firſt ſtruck,

forty-five Men; feven have deferted from

us, and ftill continue away ; remain and now

victual'd one hundred Men.

Thurſday the 25th, the Wind at W. N. W.

and rainy Weather ; faw the Indians coming

towards us in their Canoes ; but the Deſert-

ers fettling where they took their Habitation-

when firſt we ſaw ' em, by their rowing, we

thought
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thought they were defign'd to go there ; and

knowingthe Deferters intended to take one

of their Canoes to go over to the Main, we

therefore launch'd the Yawl and went off to

them ; there were five Canoes of 'em, laden

with Seaf, Shell-fish, and four Sheep ; they

brought with 'em their Wives and Children ,

fo that in all they were about fifty in Num-

ber ; they hawl'd their Canoes up, and built

four Wigwams, which they cover'd with

the Bark of Trees and Seal-ikins ; we ima-

gin'd by this they had an Intention to fettle

with us ; they are a very fimple and inoffen-

five People, of a low Stature, flat nos'd, with

their Eyes funk very deep in their Heads ;

they live continually in Smoak, and are never

without a Fire, even in their Canoes ; they

have nothing to cover their Nakedness, but

a Piece of an old Blanket, which they throw

over their Shoulders : We always fee ' em in

this Manner, notwithstanding we cloath 'em

whenever they come to us. By the Croffes

fet up in many Parts of the Land, one would

think they had fome Notion of the Romish

religion : We can't make 'em underſtand us

by any Speech, nor by our Signs ; we ſhow'd

'em a looking Glafs ; when they ſaw the re-

preſentation of themfelves, they feem'd a-

amaz'd,
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maz'd, and fhow'd a thoufand antick Gef-

tures ; andwhen once they beheld themfelves

in the Looking-Glafs, they could hardlybe

prevail'd on to look off.

On Sunday the 28th, in the Afternoon,

about twelve ofthe Indian Women went offin

their Canoes : We thought they were gone to

get Mufcles, but foon faw 'em diving ; which

we imagin'd was for Pieces of Beef or Pork

that came out of the Wreck ; but when they

came afhore, we found they had been only

diving for Sea-Eggs. The Women among

thofe People ſeem to take more Pains for the

Provifions of Life than the Men ; the latter

having little to do but to provide Wood, and

indulge themſelves by the Fire, while the

Women go every Tide a Fifhing. To-day

we kill'd two Indian Sheep.

Monday the 29th, launch'd the Yawl to go

with the Indians to fhew us where they get

the Muſcles ; but being too late for the Tide,

we came away without any : The Captain

fent to our Tent two Quarters of Mutton ;

the Carpenter daily at Work on the Long-

Boat. Winds variable .

On the 30th, the Indian Women went

again for Sea Eggs, and brought a great

Quantity, with Abundance of white Mag-

gots.
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gots about three Quarters of an Inch in

Length, and in Circumference the Bignefs of

a Wheat-ftraw. Thefe Women keep an in-

credible Time under Water, with a ſmall

Baſket in their Hands, about the Size ofthe

Womens Work-bafkets in England, into

which they put whatever they get in their

diving. Among thefe People the Order of

Nature feems inverted ; the Males are ex-

empted from Hardships and Labour, and the

Women are meer Slaves and Drudges. This

Day one of our Seamen died : We obferve,

the Indians are very watchful of the Dead,

fitting continually near the above mention'd

Corpfe, and carefully covering him ; every

Moment looking on the Face of the Deceas'd

with abundance of Gravity : At the Burial

their Deportment was grave and folemn ;

feeing the People with their Hats off during

the Service, they were very attentive and

obfervant, and continued fo till the Burial

was over : They have nothing, as I have faid

before, but a Blanket to cover 'em, and the

Boys and Girls are quite naked, notwith-

ſtanding we felt it as cold here, as in the

hardeft Frofts in England, and almoſt always

rainy.

Wednesday,
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Wednesday, July the 1ft, employ'd in cuts

ting Timbers in the Woods for the Long-

Boat ; rainy Weather : the Wind at S. W.

the Indian Women diving for Food as be

fore,

Thurfday the 2d, laft Night the Store-Tent

was broke open, and robbed of a great deal

of Flour.

Monday the 6th, hard Gales of Wind, with

Showers of rain and Hail ; came afhore

from the Ship, one Caſk of Beef, with feve

ral of the Lower Deck Carlings, and Plank

of the Upper and Lower Deck Beams ; and,

what was reckon'd very odd, the Cabbin-

Bell came afhore, without its being faften'd

to any Wood, or any one Thing of the Ship

near it. Z

& Tuesday the 7th, hard Gales of Wind, with

Hail, rain, and Lightning : The Indian Wo-

men went out as ufual in their Canoes to

dive for Sea Eggs, and brought afhore Abun-

dance of 'em ; they jump over-board out of

their Canoe about a Mile from Shore ; they

take the Handle of their Baſkets, which I

have already deſcribed, between their Teeth,

and dive in five or fix Fathom Water ; their

Agility in Diving, and their Continuance

under Water, for fo long a Time as they

generally
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generally do, will be thought impoffible by

Perfons who have not been Eye-witneffes of

it ; they feem as amphibious to us as Seals

and Allegators, and rarely make uſe of any

Proviſion but what they get out ofthe Sea.

Wednesday the 8th, launch'd the Yawl and

went on Board; faw feveral Cafks, fome of

Meat, and fome of Liquor ; the Decks and

Sides abaft drove out, and entirely gone ; the

Larboard Side abaft drove on fhore ; about

two Miles and a half from the Tent a Cafk

of Liquor was found, and broach'd bythe

Perfon who found it, which was allow'd to

be a great Fault ; he likewife broach'd a

Caſk of Meat, which ſhould have been pre-

ferv'd to carry away with us.

L

6

On Thurſday the 9th, the Indians with their

Wives and Children launch'd their Canoes,

and went away ; ' tis believ'd they wanted

Provifions, fuch as Seal ; they are indeed

never fettled long in a Place ; it was faid

fome of our People wanted to have to do

with their Wives, which was the reaſon of

their going away fo foon. To-day we faw

feveral Things drive out of the Ship up the

Lagoon, as the Stump ofthe Main-maft, one

of the Pumps, with one ofthe Gun-Carri-

ages.
Wind at N. W.

G
Friday
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Friday the 1oths went aboard the Ship

found her broke afunder juft at the Gang

Way daw the Cables out to the Windward,

but could not fee any Cafks of Liquor or

Provifions ; went to fhorter Allowance of
i1

Flour, one Pound for three Men per Diem.

Laft Night the Tent was robbed of half a

Barrel of Flour Orders were given by the

Captain to watch the Store-Tent by Night ;

all the Officers, the Marine included, with

the Mates and Midshipmen, were oblig'd to

watch, the Captain and Carpenter alone ex

cus'd, the Carpenter being every Day at

work on the Long-Boat.

Friday the 17th, for this Week paft hard

Gales ofWind, with rain and Hail as ufual.

Laft Wednesday the Ship parted her Upper

Works from the Lower Deck: Launch'd the

Boat and went off to the Wreck, but could

do nothing ; went upthe Bay; took a Quar

ter Cask, about three Parts full of Wine;

faw the Indian Dogs afhore but no People.

Saturday the 18th, launched the Boat,

fent her totheWreck, and brought afhore one

Caſk of Beef; it is believed fome Guns were

heard from the Sea The Watch reported

they have heard them two Nights paft. Great

Drake wo Diftur

33
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Diſturbances among the People. Wind at E.

N. E. and frofty Weatherda bruch

Sunday the 19th, launch'd the Boat, fent

her to the Wreck, hook'd a Cafk fuppofed to

be Beef ; but when towed afhore, we found

It contained nothing but Hatchets we took

up along Shore, Abundance of Cheque Shirth

in Dozens, alfo Caps, Bales of Cloth, and

Pieces of Beef and Pork.

the

Wedneſday the 22d. This Day began to

build a Houfe to dwell in, finding our Stay

here, will be much longer than we at first

expected . 20122

x

The 23d, took up along Shore feveral

Pieces of Beef and Pork, Shirts, Caps, Frocks,

Trowfers, Pieces of Cloth, with other fer-

Viceable Things, and Wax Candles of call

Sizes.

;

Saturday the 25th, hard Showers of rain

and Hail the Wind at North. Shot ſeveral

Sea-Gulls, Geefe, Hawks, and other Birds :

The Carpenter had this Day given him by

one of the People, a fine large rock-crab,

it being the first of the Kind we ever faw

hereand snot bevallad of dodisa

Sunday the 26th, moderate Gales and va-

riable Winds with rain and Haiti Moft

Part of our People eat a Weed that grows on

G 2 the
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the rocks, it is a thin Weed of a dark green

Colour, and called bythe Seamen, Slaugh. It

is furprising how the black Currant Trees,

which are here in great Plenty, have budded

within theſe three Days Began thatching

our new Houfe with Bufhes : To-day we

caught a fine rock-fish ; this is the first Fish

we have feen alive fince our being here. Ob

ferving our new Town, we find there are no

lefs than eighteen Houfes in it.

Monday the 27th, launched the Boat, went

to the Wreck, but found nothing ; cloſeWea-

ther, the Wind ftill at North ; rais'd the Sheers!

for erecting a Tent over the Long-Boat to

keep the Men from being expos'd to the con-

tinual rains. This Day we finished the

Thatching of our new Houfe.

7

Wednesday the 29th, Freſh Gales at N. W.

with rain ; fure no Men ever met with fuch

Weather as we have in this Climate : To-day

we walked in the Woods to take fome notice

of the Trees, which we find to be very much

like our Beech in England ; but the Trees

and Buſhes are in general of a foft free Na

ture, and with a ſpicey Bark.

Thurfday the 30th, Wind ftill at N. W.

and rainy Weather. This Day departed this

Life Nathaniel Robinſon, the laſt private Man

of
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of the Invalids ; there are now only two left,

biz.the Captain and Surgeon. Being at the

Honourable Mr. Byron's Tent, I found him

looking in Sir John Narborough's Voyage to

thefe Seas this Book I defired the Loan of

he told me it was Captain Cheap's, and

did not doubt but he would lend it me , this

Favour I requefted of the Captain, and it

was preſently granted . Carefully perufing

this Book, I conceived an Opinion that our

going through the Streights of Magellan for

the Coaft of Brazil, would be the onlyWay

to prevent our throwing ourfelves into the

Hands oftra cruel, barbarous, and infulting

Enemy: Our Long-Boat, when finished , can

be fit for no Enterprize, but the Prefervation

of Life : As we cannot act offenſively, we

ought to have regard to our Safety and Li-

berty. This Evening Propofals were offered

to the Officers concerning our going through

the Streights of Magellan ; which at this Time

they feem to approve of

Friday the 3 ft, hard Gales at N W

with rain This Day was taken up along

Shore an Otter juft killed, but by what Ani

mal we could not tell ; it was bleeding fresh

when taken up, and proved a dainty re

•pa
rt
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paſt. Came afhore the Ship's Beams, with

feveral Things of great Value.1

Saturday, August the ift, hard Gales at Ni

W. with rain and Hail. This Day put to an

Allowance ofFlour, one Quarter of a Pound

a Man per Diem, and one Pint of Wine;

thofe who like Brandy, to have half a Pint in

Lieu of Wine. We have now in a manner

nothing to live on but what we pick up along

the Shore The Ship's Company agree to go

through the Streights of Magellan. Dub

Sunday the 2d, This Morning found the

Store Tent robbed of Brandy ; filled upCall

the ullage Cafks ; picked up about the rocks

Abundance ofClams, a Shell-fish not unlike

our Cockles : Theſe Fiſh are at preſent the

Support of our Life. The People are now

very quarrelfome and difcontented.

"

Monday the 3d, this Day having fine Wea

ther (which is a Prodigy in this Place)

Jaunched the Boat, and went about the rocks

and Iflands on Difcovery. This Daywe alfo

moved into our new Houfe, it being a very

commodious Habitation, exceeding well

thatched in this Dwelling there are Cabbins.

for fourteen People, which are covered
infide

and out with broad Cloath: This is a rich

Houfe, and, in fome Parts of the World,

ziargao- or . would



SOUTH SEAS.

would purchase a pretty Eftate; there are ſe-

veral hundred Yards of Cloth about it, befides

the Curtains and Linings, which are Shalloon

and Camblet ; in fhort, confidering where

we are, we cannot defire a better Habitation.

The People fall into Difputes concerning the

Boat, where we are to proceed with her,

when he is built and ready for going off. It

is the Opinion ofthe Navigators, that going

through the Streights of Magellan is the fafeft

and only Way to preferve Life and Liberty :

The Artifts, who have worked the Bearings

and Distance, are very preffing that it fhould

be moved to the Captain, purpofing to have

their reafons drawn up, and figned by all

willing to go that Way, and to be

delivered to the

Captain for his Opinion :

upon this there was a Paper,drawn up, and

as foon as the People heard it, they came

flocking to fign firft, crying all aloud for the

Streights, feeming overjoyed, as if they were

going to England directly, without any Af-

fiction or Trouble, but there must be a great

deal of Hardſhip to be encountered before we

arrive at our native Country : This Paper

was figued by all the Officers on the Spot,

except the Captain, Lieutenant, Purfer, and

Surgeon, and by all the Seamen in general,

Except the Captain's Steward.

"

are

牒

Tuesday
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Tueſday the 4th, at the Time of ferving at

the Store-houfe, about Twelve o'Clock, I

went to the Captain, with the Maſter,

Carpenter, and Boatswain, and read to him

the Paper; he anſwered, he would confider

of it, and give his Anſwer : Here follows a

Copy ofthe Paper figned.

WH

E whofe Names are under-mentioned,

do, upon mature Confideration, as we

have met with fo happy a Deliverance,

think it the beft, fureft, and moſt ſafe Way,

for the Prefervation of the Body of People

on the Spot, to proceed through the Streights

of Magellan for England. Dated at a defolate

Iſland on the Coaſt of Patagonia, in the La-

titude of 47 Deg. oo Min. South, and Weſt

Longitude from the Meridian of London 81

Deg, 40 Min. in the South-Seas, this 2d Day

of August 1741 .

John Bulkeley, Gunner

John Cummins, Carpenter

Thomas Clark, Maſter

John King, Boatswain

John Jones, Mafter's Mate

John Snow, ditto

Robert Elliot, Surgeon's Mate

TheHon. John Byron, Midshipman

Alexander Campbell, ditto

Ifaac Morris, ditto

Thomas Maclean, Cook John
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John Mooring, Boatswain's Mate

Richard Phipps, ditto

John Young, Cooper

Richard Noble, Quarter-Maſter

William Rofe ditto

William Hervey, Quarter-Gunner

David Buckley, ditto

SEAME N..

John Bofman

William Moore

Samuel Stook

*Henry Stevens

John Montgomery

John Hayes

John Hart

James Roach

Job Barns

John Petman

William Callicutt

George Smith

Peter Deleroy

James Mac Cawle

John George

John Shorclan

Richard Eaft

William Lane

William Oram

Mofes Lewis

Nicholas Grifelbam

Samuel Cooper

Benjamin Smith

JohnDuck

James Butler.

H We
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We whofe Names are under-mentioned,

have had fufficient reafons, from the above-

mention'd People, to confent to go this Way.

Sign'd by

Capt. Robert Pemberton, Commander of

his Majefty's Land-Forces.

William Fielding,

Robert Ewers,

Lieutenants.

Wednesday the 5th, this Day I went with

the Mafter, Carpenter, Mafter's Mate, and

Midshipmen, to the Captain, to acquaint him

with what was done, and refolv'd on ; and

farther told him, It was a Duty incumbent

on us to preſerve Life before any other Inte-

reft. He anſwer'd, Gentlemen , I defire Time

to confider of it, and will give you my final

Determination ; on which we took our Leave,

and came away.

Thurſday the 6th, hard Gales at W. S. W.

and rainy Weather. At Noon went with

Mr. Cummins to Captain Pemberton's Tent,

to have fome farther Conference for cur

future Deliverance . While we were there,

the Captain fent his Service to Capt. Cheap

for a Pair of Pocket-Piftols, his own Pro-

perty, which had been refufed him on his

requeft fome Time before. The Servant

was
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was anfwer'd by the Captain's Favourite, and

Prime Miniſter, the Steward, The Captain is

ill, and I can't let you have 'em. This Anſwer

not being fatisfactory to Capt. Pemberton, he

fent a fecond Time, and infifted on the

Delivery of his Piftols ; but was anſwer'd,

they could not be çome at before the Captain

was up ; but a little Time after it was judg'd

proper to fend Captain Pemberton his Pif-

tols. From Captain Pemberton's we went

to the Lieutenant's Tent ; while there, the

Lieutenant was fent for to Captain Cheap ;

about an Hour after the Carpenter and my-

felf were fent for ; when we came to him,

he faid, Gentlemen, I have maturely confi-

der'd the Contents of your Paper, fo far as

it regards the Preſervation of the People on

the Spot : This Paper has given me a great

deal of Uneafinefs , infomuch that I have not

clos'd my Eyes till Eight o'Clock this Morn-

ing, for thinking ofit ; but, I think, you have

not weigh'd the Thing rightly ; do you

know we are above one hundred and fixty

Leaguesdiftant S. W. from the Sreights ofMa-

gellan, with the Wind againſt us ? Then think

on the Diſtance to be run afterwards on the

other Side the Streights, with the Wind always ,

against us, and where no Water is to be

H 2 had.
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had. I anfwer'd, Sir, you fay it is above one

hundred and fixty Leagues to the Streights ;

but let the Navigators work it, and they will

find it not above ninety Leagues ; yourſelf

and Lieutenant are undoubtedly Navigators

and Judges, therefore will certainly find it as

I fay. Mr. Cummins acquainted him, ac-

cording to his Calculation, the Veffel would

carry a Month's Water at a Quart a Man

per Diem ; and, Sir, do you confider, after

running a-long Shore to the Northward this

Side the Land, that we have one hundred

Leagues to run right out toSea to the Ifland of

Juan Ferdinandez ; and five hundred Chances

to one, if we meet the Commodore there,

or any of the Squadron ; nor do we know

but the Commodore may have fhared the

fame Fate with ourfelves, or perhaps worse ?

The Captain anſwer'd, It's a thouſand to one

if we fee the Commodore at Juan Ferdinan

dez ; for, Gentlemen, to let you into a

Secret, which I never difcover'd before, we

fhall meet him at Baldavia, his Orders were

from -to go there with the Squadron,

it being a Place of little or no Force. Mr.

Cummins anfwer'd, Sir, ' tis agreed, the Com-

modore is at Baldavia ; but we make it in our

Bargain, when we go from hence, that we

will
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will put afhore at every Place when we want

Water, whenever the Weather will permit,

without any Obſtruction . The Captain re-

ply'd, Thereis no Occafion for that ; we will

water at the Iſlands, and take a Veffel going

along. Mr. Cummins faid, Sir, what fhall

we do with a Veffel, without Provifions, for

ninety Souls? The Captain anfwer'd , We

will take a Veffel loaden with Flour from

Chili, there being a great many Trading

Veffels that Way ; and then we will proceed

through the Streights of Magellan, Mr. Cum-

mins faid, How fhall we take a Veffel with→

out Guns not having any but Muſkets, and

our Enemies know as well as ourſelves, that

we have a Squadron in theſe Seas, therefore

undoubtedly are well arm'd, and keep a good

Look-out. The Captain's Anfwer to this

was, What are our fmall Arms for, but to

board ' em ? The Carpenter faid, Sir, if a

Shot fhould take the Boat under Water, it

would not be in my Power to ftop a Leak of

that kind, where the Plank is fo thin, that

in fome Places it is not above three Quarters

of an Inch thick. The Captain then faid,

Gentlemen, I am agreeable to any Thing,

and willing to go any Way, for the Preferva-

tion of the People ; but at the fame Time

would

1
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would have you confider of it, the Wind be-

ing always against us on the other Side the

Land, and we have above feven hundred

Leagues to the river Plate. I anfwer'd the

Captain, "Tis not above five hundred and nine-

ty Leagues from hence to Cape St. Antonio's ;

and, as I have before faid, let the Navigators

work it, and reafon take Place , which is

what we chiefly defire to be govern'd by:

Another Inducement we have to go the Way

propos'd is, that we may be affur'd of Water

and Provifion. I allow that, fays the Cap-

tain, and we may fave our own ; but how

do you know whether we may not meet

Enemies in the Streights ? I reply'd to the

Captain, We can have no Enemies to en-

counter there but Indians in their Canoes,

and thoſe we can mafter at our Pleafure.

The Captain then feem'd to countenance our

Opinion again, and faid, When we come to

St. Julian's we ſhall be fure of Salt in Plenty

for our Provifions, without which our Fowls

will not keep above two or three Days :

Befides, when we come to the river Plate,

we may meet with a Prize, they not being

acquainted with any English Veffel like ours ,

with Schooner Sails ; by which Means we

may run up the river , and take a larger

Veffel :
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Veffel : If we fail here, we may go ashore,

and get what Cattle we pleafe ; but what

Bufinefs have we at the Rio Grand? We

must go to the Rio Janeiro. I told him, we

fhould be oblig'd to ftop at every Place a-long

Shore for Supplies; at St. Catharine's the Go-

vernor will give us a Certificate, fo that we

ſhall be known to be the People that were

there in the Squadron . The Captain faid,

That's true, and I can get Bills of Credit in

any Part of Brazil ; befides, the People may

be feparated, fome in the Flota, and fome in

other Ships ; with lefs Hands we may go to

Barbados. Mr. Cummins told him, We might

venture to England with twelve Hands. Yes,

you may, fays the Captain, with thirty. It

is to be obferv'd, during all this Debate, the

Lieutenant ſpoke not a Word. The Carpen-

ter aſking him the reafon of his Silence in

all the Confulation he ; anfwer'd, I'll give my

Opinion hereafter. The Captain faid, I knew

nothing of his being acquainted with it, till

Mr. Bulkeley told me Yeſterday ; but at the

fame Time, Mr. Beans, I expect you will

be the first that will fign the Paper. I ima-

gin'd the Captain meant our Paper, and im-

mediately anfwer'd with fome Warmth, As

he had refus'd figning at firft, and at the

fame
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fame Time agreed to the Propofal, that I had

fign'd fo clofe, that there was no room left

for his Name, and now it was too late for him

to fign. The Captain furpriz'd me, by fay

ing, I don't mean your Paper. I told him,

Any other, which fhould be contrary to ours,

would never be fign'd by us. Mr. Cummins

faid to the Captain, Sir, ' tis all owing to you

that we are here ; if had confulted your

Officers, we might have avoided this Misfor→

tune ; confidering the Condition the Ship was

in, fhe was not fit to come in with the Land,

all our Men being fick, and not above three

Seamen in a Watch ; fuppofe the Maft had

gone by the Board, as was every Moment

expected. The Captain made Anſwer, Gen-

tlemen, you do not know my Orders, there

never were any fo ftrict given to a Com-

mander before ; and had I but two Men li-

ving befides myſelf, I muft, and was obliged

to go to the firſt rendezvous, which was the

Ifland of Noftra Senhora di Socora : I was

obliged to go there at all Events . I made

Anfwer to this, Sir, if that is the, Cafe, it

feems plain, the Thing was defign'd we ſhould

be here ; But, Sir, I am ofOpinion, notwith-

ftanding the Commodore had his Orders from

to go with the Squadron to Baldavia,

that
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that at the fame Time thofe Orders were fo

far diſcretional, that if the Squadron was dif

abled, Care was to be taken not to endanger

his Majefty's Ships . Yes, that (fays the Cap-

tain) was fettled at St. Julian's : Notwith-

ftanding what has been faid, Gentlemen, I

am agreeable to take any Chance with you,

and to go any Way ; but would have you

confider of it, and defer your Determination

till all is ready to go off the Spot. I then

S told the Captain, You have known, Sir, from

the Time you faw the Propofal, that the

People are uneafy, and the Work is at a

Stand, and in this Situation Things will be

1 until this Affair is fettled ; therefore the fooner

you refolve, the better. The Captain re-

ply'd, I defign to have a Confultation among

my Officers : Have you any more Objections

to make? I anfwer'd, Yes, Sir, one more ;

which is, When you go from hence, you are

not to weigh, come to an Anchor, or alter

Courſe, without confulting your Officers.

The Captain faid, Gentlemen, I was your

Commander till the Ship parted, or as long

as any Stores or Provifions were getting out

ofher. We told him, we had always taken

Care to obey his Orders in the ftricteft Man-

ner ; which he allow'd us to have done ; and

5

I he
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he added, You were the Officers that I placed

my whole Dependence in. We anſwer'd,

Sir, we will fupport you with our Lives, as

long as you fuffer reafon to rule ; and then

we parted. After this Confultation the Cap-

tain ſeldom came out of his Tent, which oc-

cafion'd great Difturbances among the People.

Friday the 7th, the Wind at W. N. W.

with rain. This Day the Navigators work'd

the Bearings and Diſtance along Shore, from

one Place to another, to know the true Dif

tance : Hereupon it was agreed to proceedi

through the Streights ofMagellan, according

to Sir John Narborough's Directions, which

give us great Encouragement to go that Way.

Captain Pemberton draw'd his Men up, and

difmifs'd 'em again. Great Uneafinefs among

the People.

Saturday the 8th, this Morning went to

the Lieutenant, for him to acquaint the Cap-

tain all his Officers were ready to give fuffi

cient reafons for going through the Streights

of Magellan, defiring a Confultation might

be held in the Afternoon . At Three o'Clock

the Captain fent for me and Mr. Cummins;

when we came, the Mafter and Bortfwain

were fent for, but they were gone in Search

of Subfiftence, as Limpets, Mufcles, &c.

The
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The Captain faid, Gentlemen, I don't doubt

but
you have confider'd upon the Bufinefs you

are come about ; therefore I am determin'd

to take my Fate with you, or where the

Spirit ofthe People leads, and fhall ufe my

beft Endeavours for their Preſervation ; but

I am afraid of meeting contrary Winds, for

after the Sun has crofs'd the Line we muſt

expect to meet ' em. I made Anſwer, Byall

Accounts, the Wind hangs from N. W. to

the S. W. above three Parts of the Year ;

which is in our Favour. Mr. Cummins told

him , There was fresh Water to be got as

well on one Coaft as the other ; and if

Sir John Narborough's Treatment was fo ill

in a profound Peace, what muſt we expect

in a Time ofopen War ? The Captain faid,

I am afraid very bad. Then Mr. Cummins

fpoke in this Manner to the Captain : Sir, I

always took you for an honourable Gentle-

man, on
and I believe you to be fuch

your Honour, Sir, I beg you will give the

true Sentiments ofyour Mind, whether thro

the Streights is not the fureft and fafeft Way

to preſerve our Lives, notwithſtanding we

have a Thouſand Difficulties to encounter

with any Way ? The Captain anſwer'd, I

really think going to the Northward is the

I 2 fafeftF
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fafeft Way for fuppofe we fhould be drove;

off to Sea, when on the other Side the Land,

what is to be done then ? I faid, Sir, it is

our Bufinefs to keep the Shore, to prevent all

Accidents that may happen that Way. Then

Lieutenant Beans made an Objection, Suppofe

you have the Wind blowing right in, and a

tumbling Sca, fo as to endanger the Boat, what

are we to do ? I made Anfwer, Sir, If you

remember, when we were riding at St. Juli-

an's, it blow'd a very hard Gale of Wind

right in from the Sea, yet, even then, the

Sea did not run fo high as to endanger a Boat

riding at Anchor : Another Inftance I bring

you from St. Catherine's, when we had fuch

hard Gales, that the Tryal loft her Mafts,

and the Pearl feparated from the Squadron ;

yet, at that Time, there was no Sea compa-

rable to what we have met with this Side

the Land. The Lieutenant allow'd this to

be Fact. Then the Captain faid, I will allow

you to have Water at Port Defire ; but do

you confider the lengthening your Diſtance,

by keeping along Shore, and rounding every

Bay, and fome of thofe Bays are very deep.

I toldhim, That undoubtedly there was Wa-

ter all along the Coaft, and that we had no

Buſineſs to round the Bays, but to fteer from

ong
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one Head-land to the other. Then Lieute-

nant Beans made a fecond Objection, Sup-

pofe we are forced into a Bay, and Shoal-

Water ? I anſwer'd, We fhould always have

a Boat a-head; and our Draught of Water

will not be above four or five Feet at moft ;

and ifwe ſhould be fo unfortunate as to loſe

our Boat, we must keep the Lead a going.

The Lieutenant reply'd, That was true, and

there could not be a great deal of Difficulty

in it. This was the only Timethe Lieutenant

ever fpoke in Publick on the Affair ; he

always allow'd, when abfent from the Cap-

tain, that going through the Streights was

the beſt Way ; but in the Captain's Prefence

he fided with him, and was for going to the

Northward.

Sunday the 9th, at Three this Afternoon,

I went with Mr. Cummins, the Mafter, and

Boatswain, as defir'd, to the Captain, to give

him our Opinions, believing, going thro' the

Streights the fureft Way to preferve Life : It

was therefore agreed, That if the Wind did

not fettin againſt us, at the Sun's Croffing

the Line, that the Captain would go that

Way. The Captain ask'd every Man's Opi-

nion, and found the People unanimous for

the Straights of Magellan. To-day, being

•

3 fair
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fair Weather, launch'd the Yawl to go 2

Fowling ; fhot feveral Geefe, Ducks, Shaggs,

and Sea-pies. Heel'd the Long-Boat for

planking.

Mondaythe 10th, Wind at N. and N.N.W

rainy Weather. Eat Slaugh and Sea-weed

fry'd with Tallow-Candles, which we pick'd

up along Shore ; this we reckon at prefent

exceeding good Eating, having nothing to

live on but a Quarter of a Pound of Flour

a Man per Day, and what we can get off

the rocks ; for many Days the Weather has

been fo bad, that we have not been able to

ftir abroad, though almoſt ſtarv'd for want of

Food.

Tueſday the 11th, hard Gales at S. W. with

heavy rains. This Afternoon the People

came in Arms to acquaint us of the Stores

being robbed ; they therefore wanted our

Confent for moving the Stores to our Tent

on which we defir'd they would defift from

offering any Violence ; we told 'em ofthe ill

Confequence of Mutiny, which, as we al

ways abhorr'd, we took all imaginable Cara

to prevent : The People, on our Perfuafions,

inftantly quitted their Arms. The Captain

preſently fent for me and Mr. Cummins, to

acquaint us with what had happen'd : He

told
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told us, the Purfer accidentally coming by,

daw the Prifoner, Rowland Cruffet, a Marine,

crawling from the Bushes, and from under

the Store Tent, and found on him upwards

of a Day's Flour for Ninety Souls, with

one Piece of Beef under his Coat, and three

Pieces more, which were conceal'd in the

Bushes, to carry off when an Opportunity

offer'd ; and the Centry, Thomas Smith, his

Mefs-mate, a Marine, undoubtedly was privy

to the robbery. The Captain farther faid,

We have nothing to do with them ; but I

fhall fend to Captain Pemberton to infiſt on a

Court-Martial : I really think, that for rob-

bing the Store-Tent (which, in our preſent

Circumftances, is ftarving the whole Body

ofPeople) the Prifoners deferveDeath. This

was not only the Captain's Opinion, but in-

deed the Sentiments of every Perfon prefent.

After we parted from the Captain, we were

fent for byCapt. Pemberton : Heacquainted us,

he wouldgo as far as the Martial Law would

allow him, and in Conjunction with the Sea-

Officers: I look (faid he) on the Lieutenant as

nothing, and the Captain in the fame Light :

As for you two (meaning the Gunner and

Carpenter) I confide in, and ſhall have re-

gard to your Opinions. When the Articles

of
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of War were read, we found their Crime did

not touch Life, but that they were to fuffer

Corporal Puniſhment. Whilft Mr. Cummins

was laying open the Nature of their Guilt,

and the ill Confequence ofLenity in the Cir-

cumſtances we were in, I propos'd a Way,

next to Death ; which was, ifjudg'd proper

by Captain Pemberton and Captain Cheap, to

carry them off to an Ifland where the Ship

parted, there being Mufcles, Limpets, and

Clams in Abundance, and no want ofWater,

and there to be left till we ſhould be ready

for failing ; and, to ftrike a Terror in all for

the future, that if any Man fhould be guilty

of the like Offence, without any reſpect of

Perfon, he ſhould ſhare the fame Fate. This

Propofal was approved of by both the Cap-

tains. At Night Lieutenant Beans furpriz'd

us with a new kind of Propofal we little

dreamt of, which was, to have a proper

Place of Devotion to perform Divine Ser-

vice in every Sabbath-Day : For this Sacred

Office our Tent was judg'd the moſt commo-

dious Place. The Duty of publick Prayer

had been entirely neglected on board, though

every Seaman pays Four-pence per Month

towards the Support of a Minifter ; yet De-

votion, in fo folemn a Manner, is fo rarely

perform'd,
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perform'd that I know but one Inſtance of

it during the many Years I have belong'd to

the Navy. We believe religion to have the

leaft Share in this Propofal of the Lieute-

nant, If our Tent fhould be turn'd into a

a Houſe ofPrayer, and this Project takes, we

may, perhaps, in the Midft of our Devotion,

be furpriz'd, and our Arms taken from us,

in order to fruftrate our Deſigns, and pre-

vent our return to England through the

Streights of Magellan, or any otherWay.

Wednesday the 12th, hard Gales from S.W.

to W. with heavy Showers of Hail and rain.

Serv'd out Provifions To-day, a Piece of Beef

for four Men ; fome Time paft we have had

but a Quarter of a Pound of Flour per Man

per Day, and three Pieces of Beef; we live

chiefly on Muffles, Limpits, and Clams, with

Saragraza and Thromba ; one is a green broad

Weed, common on the rocks in England ;

the other is a round Sea-Weed, fo large, thata

Man can fearce grafp it ; it grows in the Sea,

with broad Leaves ; this laft we boil, the

Saragraza we fry in Tallow ; in this Manner

we fupport Life : Even thofe Shell-Fish and

Weeds we get with great Difficulty ; for the

Wind, the rain, and Coldneſs of the Cli

mate in this Seaſon, are fo extremely fevere,

K

蕾

that
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that a Man will paufe fome Time whether

he hall ftay in his Tent and ſtarve, or go

out in Queft of Food.

-Friday the 14th, very hard Gales at W.

and N. W with Showers of rain and Hail,

which beat with fuch Violence againſt a

Man's Face, that he can hardly withſtand it ;

however, one of our Mefs-mates To-day

fhot three Gulls and a Hawk ; which gave

us a very elegant repaft. This Day was

held a Court-Martial on the Centry who was

believ'd confederated with the Marine that

robbed the Store-Tent : Sentence was paſs'd

on 'em to receive fix hundred Laſhes each :

Captain Cheap, not thinking the Punish-

ment adequate to the Crime, cut ' em fhort

of their Allowance ; fo that they have now

but half the Provifions they had before : The

Day following the Offenders receiv'd Two

Hundred Laſhes each, as Part of their Puniſh-

ment. We hawl'd theLong-Boat higher up,

for fear the Sea fhould wash the Blocks from

under her. We have found out a new Way

of managing the Slaugh ; we fry it in thin

Batter with Tallow, and uſeit as Bread.

?

Sunday the 16th, Freſh Gales of Wind at

S. W. with heavy Showers of Hail : The

People generally complain of a Malady in

their
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their Eyes ; they are in great Pain, › and can

fcarce fee to walk about. The laft Tide

flowed nine Feet perpendicular ; To-day we

picked up Shell-Fish in Abundance, with

Pieces of Beef and Pork. The Prifoners re-

ceived two Hundred Lashes more.

Tuefdaythe 18th, thisDaythe Carpenter, who

has all along been indefatigable in working

about the Long-Boat, faw one of the Seamen

cutting up an Anchor Stock for Fire-Wood,

which had been defigned for a particular Ufe

for the Boat ; at Sight ofthe Fellow's Folly

he could not contain himſelf : This Affair,

added to the little Concern and intollerable

Indifference that appeared in the Generality

of the People, for fome Time impaired his

Understanding, and made him delirious ; all

poffible Methods are uſed to restore him, as

he is the only Man, who, through the Affift-

ance of Providence, can compleat the Means

of our Deliverance.

A

W

Wednesday the 19th, The Carpenter was

fo much recovered, that he went to work as

ufual ; at Night, the Lieutenant acquainted

us, that the Captain defired to ſpeak with the

Carpenter and me To-morrow at Noon, to

confult what ſhould be done with the Two

Prisoners, having received but Four Hundred

K 2 Lathes
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Laſhes out of the Six, to which they were

fentenced by a Court-Martial, the other Two

Hundred being remitted by their own Offi

cers.

Thursday the 20th, We waited on the

Captain, who acquainted us with what the

Lieutenant had mentioned laft Night relating

to the Priſoners : We told him the People

were very unealy about this Mitigation of

the Puniſhment inflicted on them by a Court

Martial ; therefore it was agreed they ſhould

provide for themſelves as well as they could ;

but to have no Sort of Provifions out of the

Store-Tent for the future.

Saturday the 22d, we begun upon feveral

Contrivances to get Provifions, fuch as build-

ing Punts, Cafk-Boats, Leather-Boats, and

the like.

On Sunday the 23d, The Store-Tent was

again robbed, and, on Examination, was

found a Deficiency of Twelve Days Brandy

for Ninety Men : The Lieutenant, myſelf,

and Carpenter went to the Captain to confult

fome Way which might effectually prevent

thofe villainous Practices for the future ;

Captain defired us to make a nice Enquiry

into this robbery, being determined to in-

flict the fevereft Puniſhment on the Offen-

the

ders ;
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ders ; tho' it would give him the greateſt

Concern if any innocent Perfon fhould fuffer.

This Day we confined one ofthe Centinels

for being drunk on his Poft ; the Day follow-

ing the Boatfwain gave us Information ofthe

Perfons who had robbed the Tent ; they

were two Centinels, Smith and Butler

thoſevery Pertons were the first who infifted,

that the Seamen, as well as themſelves, fhould

watch the Store-Tent ; their own Officers, as

yet, have brought them to no Examination :

We have alfo Information that the Purfer

holds frequent Converfation with the rebels,

contrary to all the Laws of the Navy, fup-

plying them with Liquors in Abundance, to

the great Diftrefs of his Majefty's faithful

Subjects, who have but Half a Pint per Day

to fubfift on. There are now great Diftur-

bances among the People concerning going

to the Northward ; they believe Captain

Cheap never intended to return to Eng-

land by his propofing this Way, in Oppofition

to the Opinion of all the Navigators, who

have given reasons for going thro' the Streights

of Magellan. There is a Sort of Party-

rage among the People, fomented by a kind

of Bribery that has more Influence on the

Seamen than Money ; there are fome daily

bought
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bought off by rum and other ſtrong Liquors.

Unless a Stop is put to thefe Proceedings, we

fhall nevergo off the Spot.

Tueſdaythe 25th, This Day felt Four great

Earthquakes, three of which were very ter-

rible ; notwithſtanding theſe violent Shocks

and Tremblings of the Earth, we find no

Ground fhifted. Hard Gales of Wind at the

North, with heavy Showers of rain,

Thurſday the 27th, The Diſturbances in-

crcafe among the People ;.the People ; we plainly fee

there is a Party raiſed to go to the North-

ward ; we went to the Lieutenant, and con-

fulted with him what was to be done in the

prefent Exigence ; myſelf being reckoned the

Projector of the Scheme for going through the

Streights was threatened to be thot by Noble

the Quarter-Mafter ; After having ſome Dif-

courfe with the Lieutenant, he told me, If I

would draw up a Paper for the Captain to

fign, in order to fatisfy the People, that he

would go the Southward, and every Ofevery

ficer tohave a Copy ofit to juſtify himſelf in

England, it would be as proper a Method as

we could take. The Paper was immediately

drawn upin thefe Words, viz

WHEREAS

1
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WHEREA'S upon a General Conful-

tation, it has been agreed to go from

this Place through the Streights of Magellan,

for the Coaft of Brazil, in our Way for Eng-

land : We do, notwithſtanding, find the

People feparating into Parties, which muft

confequently end in the Deftruction of the

whole Body ; and as alfo there have been

great robberies committed on the Stores, and

every Thing is now at a Stand ; therefore, to

prevent all future Frauds and Animofitics,

we are unanimously agreed to proceed as a-

bove-mentioned.

This Paper was delivered to the Lieutenant,

who faid that he was fure the Captain would

fign it ; but in cafe of refufal, he ſhould be

confin'd for ſhooting Mr. Cozens, and he

would take the Command on himſelf: And,

to prevent further Disturbances, the Purfer,

as he much converfed with the rebels, it is

agreed by the Body of Officers, to ſend him

off the Iſland, for acting fo contrary to his

Duty, in Contempt of the Articles ofWar,

the Laws of his Country, and the known

rules of the Navy. It was likewife agreed,

that any Perfon who engaged himſelf in

raifing
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raifing Parties, fhould be difarm'd. By this

Day's Proceedings, we thought the Lieute

nant a Gentleman of refolution ; but the

Words and Actions of People do not always

concur.

Friday the 28th, To-day the Officers and

People all appear'd in Arms. The Mafter,

Boatswain, Gunner, and Carpenter, with

Mr. Jones, Mate, and Mr. Cambell, Mid-

fhipman, went into the Captain's Tent, the

Lieutenant being with him. As foon as the

Officers were feated, a Confultation was held

concerning Smith and Butler's robbing the

Store-Tent ; they were fentenced to be tran

fported to the Main, or fome Iſland. As

foon as this Affair was over, we talk'd to the

Captain ofthe Uneafineis among the People ;

that there had been a long Time a viſible In-

quietude among ' em, and that we could not .

help feeing there were Schemes form'd to ob-

struct our Deſign in going to the Southward.

TheCaptain anſwer'd, Gentlemen, it is Time

enough to think of this when we are ready

to go off : Have not I told you before, that I

do not care which Way I go, Southward or

Northward ? I will take my Fate with you.

Every Body now expected the Lieutenant to

reply, especially after the Zeal he exprefs'dr

himfelf
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himfelf with the Day before ; but he fat

ſpeechlefs , without any regard to the Wel-

fare of the People, or to his own Propoſals.

Finding he did not move inthe Affair, I took

out the Paper which was agreed to by the

Lieutenant and the reft ofthe Officers, and

read it to the Captain, and ask'd him to fign

it ; which he ſtrenuouſly oppos'd, and feem'd

very much enrag'd that it should be propos'd

to him. Upon this we dropt the Matter,

and began to difcourfe concerning the Provi-

fions : We thought it neceffary, that ten

Weeks Subfiftence fhould be fecur'd to carry

with us, and that the Liquor fhould be buried

under Ground ; but he gave us no Anſwer.

Finding no relief here, we went to Captain

Pemberton's Tent, to confult with him what

we fhould do in the preſent Exigence. On

our coming out from the Captain, we ſaw a

Flag hoifted on Captain Pemberton's Tent, the

Captain himſelf feated in a Chair, furrounded

bythe People. On feeing this, all the Officers

prefent at the Confultation, except the Lieu-

tenant, went over to Captain Pemberton. Here

it was agreed, in Cafe the Captain perfifted

to refufe figning the Paper, to take the Com-

'mand from him, and to giveit the Lieutenant,

according to the Lieutenant's own Propofal.

L At
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At the fame Time Captain Pemberton told the

People, he would ftand by 'em with his Life,

in going through the Streights of Magellan,

the Waypropos'd in the Paper. The People

gave three Cheers, crying aloud for England.

The Captain hearing the Noife, got out of

Bed to his Tent Door, and call'd the People,

enquiring what they wanted ; then fent for

all the Officers : He was then told, fince he

refus'd figning the Paper, and had no regard

to the Safety of our Provifions, the People

unanimoufly agreed to take the Command

from him, and transfer it to the Lieutenant.

Hearing this, with an exalted Voice, Captain

Cheap fays, Who is he that will take the

Command from me? Addreffing himself to

the Lieutenant, Is it you, Sir The Lieute-

mant reply'd, No, Sir. The Terror of the

Captain's Afpect intimidated the Lieutenant

to that Degree, that he look'd like a Ghoft.

We left him with the Captain, and return'd

to Captain Pemberton's Tent, to acquaint him

of the Lieutenant's refufing the Command.

We had not been long here before Captain

Cheap font for us. I was the first Perfon

call'd for at my entering his Tent, I faw

him feated on a Cheft, with a cock'd Piftol

on his right Thigh ; obferving this, I defird

•

Mr.
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Mr. Jones, who was the Mate he always re-

lyd on for Navigation, to tell the Captain I

did not think proper to come before a cock'd

Pistol Notwithstanding I was arm'd, I drew

back, altho' I had my Piftol cock'd, and there

were feveral Men near me arm'd with Muf

kets. The Captain's perfonal Bravery no

Man doubted of ; his Courage was exceffive,

and made him rafh and defperate ; his fhoot-

ing Mr. Cozens was a fatal Proof of it ; he

was grown more defperate by this unhappy

Action, and was obfery'd fince feldom to be-

have himfelf with any Compofure of Mind.

It is a Piece of human Prudence to retreat

from a Man in a Phrenzy, becauſe he who

does not value his own Life, has another

Man's in his Power. I had no Defire offall-

ing by the Hand of Captain Cheap, and

fhould be greatly difturb'd to be compell'd,

for my own Prefervation, to difcharge a

Piftol at a Gentleman againſt whom I never

had any Spleen , andwho was my Command-

er. When Mr. Jones acquainted him with

what I defired him, the Captain threw his

Piftol afide, and came out of his Tent ; he

told the People, he would go with them to

the Southward ; he defired to know their

Grievances, and he would redress them : They

L 2
all
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all call'd out for their Sea-Store ofProvifions

to be fecur'd, and the reft equally divided.

Here the Captain fhow'd all the Conduct and

Courage imaginable; he was a fingle Man

against a Multitude, all of 'em diffatisfy'd

with him, and all of 'em in Arms: He told

em the ill Confequence of fharing the Provi-

fions, that it was living To-day and ſtarving

To-morrow ; but the People were not to be

fatisfy'd, the Officers had now no Authority

over 'em, and they were fome Time deafto

their Perfuafions ; nay, it was with Difficulty

that they could diffuade ' em from pulling

down the Store-Tent; and taking away the

Provifions by Force ; they remov'd the Pro

vifions out of the Store-Tent, then fell to

digging a Hole to bury the Brandy ; the Sea-

Store to be fecur'd, the remainder to be im-

mediately fhar'd. Had this been comply'd

with, the Confequences might have been

very terrible: However, to pacify 'em in

fome Shape, it was agreed, that every Man

fhould have a Pint of Brandy per Day, which,

by Calculation, would laft 'em three Weeks.

On this they feem'd very cafy, and went to

their respective Tents. The Captain told his

Officers, that he would act nothing contrary

to what was agreed on for the Welfare and

Safety
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Safety ofthe Community.is Finding the Cap-

tain in a Temper of Mindsto hearken to

reafon, I faid to him, Sir, I think it' my

Duty to inform you, that I am not the Per-

fon whom you imagine to be the Principal in

this Affair. The Captain anfwer'd, How can

I think otherwiſe ? I reply'd, Sir, the Paper

I read to you was your Lieutenant's Projec-

tion : There fits the Gentleman, let him dif

own it, ifhe can.
TheCaptain turning him-

felf to the Lieutenant, fays, Mr. Bulkeley has

honeſtly clear'd himſelf. We then drank a

Glafs of Wine, and took our Leaves. At

Night the Captain fent for Mr. Cummins and

me to fup with him ; wewere the only Offi-

cers prefent with him: When I was feated, I

faid, Sir, I have my Character at Stake, for

drawing back from your cock'd Piſtol : Had

I advanc'd, one of us muſt have dropt. The

Captain anfwer'd, Bulkeley, I do affure. you,

the Piſtol was not defign'd for you, but for

another ; for I knew the Whole before. We

then talk'd of indifferent Things, and ſpent

the Evening in a very affable Manner.

07 Saturday the 29th, came here five Indian

Canoes, loaden with Muffels ; Men, Women

and Children were about fifty : Thefe In-

dians had never been with us before ; they

arc
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are not for generous and good natur'd as our

Friends I have already mention'd ; they were

fo mercenary, that they would not part with

a fingle Muffel without fomething in Ex-

change ; their Stay was but fhort with us,

for the next Morning they launch'd their Ca

noes and went off.

Tuesday, September the 1ft, the Carpenter

was fhot in the Thigh with feveral large

Pewter Sluggs by the Captain's Cook ; but

he being at a great Diſtance, the Sluggs did

not enter his Skin : Whetherthis was defign'd,

of accidental, we don't know ; however, we

thought it proper to difarm him..

Wednesday the 2d, Wind at N. and N. by

W. with rain. This Day we were inform'd

that three of the Deferters, viz. James Mite

chel, Carpenter's Mate, Jofeph King, and

Owen Thomson, Seamen, were gone over to

the Mainin a Punt of their own building

the others were here Yefterday, and I believe

would be gladly receiv'd again, but am of

Opinion there are few. Voices in their Fa

vour.

Friday the 4th, fome Disorders among the

People about watching the Provifions, fome

taking all Opportunities to rob the Stores.

Our Living now is very hard; Shell- fish are

very
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very ſcarce, and difficult to be had ; the Sea-

weeds are our greateft Support ; we have

found a Sort of Sea-weed, which we call

Dulfe ; it is a narrow Weed, growing on

rocks in the Sea, which, when boiled about

Two Hours, thickens the Water like Flour

this we eſteem a good and wholeſom Food."

3

Sunday the 6th, laft Night the Store-Tent

was robbed of Brandy and Flour : The

People at hearing of this were greatly enraged,

and infifton fearching the Marines Tents ;

on Search they found four Bottles ofBrandy,

and four fmall Parcels of Flour. The

Captain fent for the Lieutenant, Mafter,

Gunner, Carpenter, and Surgeon, with Lieu-

tenants Hamilton, Ewers, and Fielding, of

the Army Captain Pemberton was alſo fent

for, but was fo ill that he could not be pre-

fent, but defir'd all might paſs according to

the Judgment of the above-mentioned Offi-

cers. A Confultation was held : Five of the

accus'd Marines did not appear, dreading the

Puniſhment due to their Crime ; they march'd

off to the Deferters : Four more, who ftaid

to be try'd, receiv'd Sentence, on the firſt

Opportunity, to carry them off to the Main,

and there to fhift for themſelves with the

former Deferters. The Seamen infifted on a

Pint

1
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Pint of Brandy each Man per Day, which

was agreed on. The Provifions being found,

were put into the Store.

Monday the 7th, I was invited to a Dog-

Feaft at Mr. Jones's Tent : There were

preſent at this Entertainment, the Lieutenant,

the Honourable John Byron, Mr. Cummins,

Mr. Campbell, Mr. Young, Lieutenants Ewers

and Fielding, and Dr. Oakley, of the Army.

It was exceeding good Eating ; we thought

no English Mutton preferable to it.

Tueſday the 8th, in the Afternoon, William

Harvey, Quarter-Gunner, came to our Tent,

with a Paper fign'd by ſeven People ; the

Contents as follows, viz.

T

HESE are to acquaint you, the Gent-

tlemen, Officers, and Seamen of the Ship

Wager, that, for the Eafement of the Boat

now building, we do agree to go in the Yawl,

after he isfitted up, with allowing us our Share

ofProvifions, andother Conveniencies, to go in

ber to the Southward, through the Streights of

Magellan, for the Coast ofBrazil.

David Buckley, Quarter-Gunner

William Harvey, ditto

Richard

4
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Richard Noble, Quarter-Mafter

William Moor, Captain's Cook

William Rofe, Quarter-Maſter

John Hayes, Seaman

John Bofman, ditto

The next Day, the above mention'd added

one more to their Number, viz. Peter Pla

ftow, Captain's Steward : He came to acquaint

us, he was willing to go with them, and

hoped we would give our Confent ; we told

him we had nothing to do with it, therefore

he muft apply to the Captain.

*

Thurfday the 10th, hard Gales at W.N.W.

with rain and Hail. The Captain ſent for

the Lieutenant, Mafter, myſelf, the Carpen-

ter, and Boatswain : When we were all met,

the Captain afk'd us, if Plaftow had men-

tion'd any Thing to us about going off in the

Yawl. We told himhe had. Plaftow being fent

for, the Captain faid, Peter ! I hear you are

for going in the Boat. He anfwer'd, Yes,

Sir, I will take my Chance, for I want to

get to England. The Captain bade him be

gone for a Villain, and faid no more. This

Plaftow was a mighty Favourite with the

Captain, and had often been admitted to his

Converfation : He above all Men ought to

་

M have
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have ſtood ſtedfaft to him, becauſe the Cap-

tain regarded him above the whole Body of

People, and hath been heard to fay as much.

It was this Day agreed, that the Sentence

put off on the 6th fhould be executed the

firft Opportunity, without any Delay ; and

that no Boat fhould go off from hence before

all was ready, believing fome have a Defign

to go to the Northward.

*

Friday, the 11th, Wind at N. N. W. The

People very uneafy fcarce any Work done

for this Week paft ; every Thing is at a

Stand ; we have now among us no Com-

mand, Order, or Difcipline ; add to our Un-

cafinefs, the Uncomfortablenefs of the Cl

mate ; we have been Inhabitants of this Ifland

fixteen Weeks, and have not feen ten fair

Days ; the Murmurings of the People, the

Scarcity of Provifion, and the Severity of the

Weather, would really make a Man weary

of Life.

Monday the 14th, laft Night very hard

Gales at N. and W. N. W. with large

Showers of Hail, with Thunder. The Wind

To-day is much abated. As to the Article

of Provifions, nothing comes amifs ; we eat

Dogs, rats, and, in fhort, every Thing we

can come at.

Friday
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Friday the 18th, Dennis O'Lary and John

Redwood, Seamen, with fix Marines, were

put off to the Main, according to their Sen-

tence ; it being a fine Summer's Day. This

Day the Lieutenant, bringing a Pair of Pif-

tols to the Carpenter, and complaining they

were in bad Order, did not imagine they

were loaded, fnapping the first it mifs'd

Fire, the fecond went off, but providentially

did no Harm, tho' the Lieutenant had then

a Crowd of People about him.

Sunday the 20th, little Wind, and clear

Weather. Launch'd the Barge, and went off

to the Wreck; we took up four Cafks of

Beef, with a Caſk of Peaſe, which was

fav'd; we ferv'd out to each Man five Pieces

of Beef, and Peafe to fuch as would have,

'em, but there were none to take 'em, ha-

ving now Plenty ofMeat, our Stomachs are.

become nice and dainty.

Wednesday the 23d, the People went to the

Captain with a Two Gallon Cagg, and afk'd

it full of Wine : The Captain refus'd 'em

but apprehending that they would make no

Ceremony of filling it without Leave, and

carrying it off by Force, he thought proper

to order it to be fill'd : They brought it to

the Long-Boat, and drank it in her Hold.

M 2 Stept
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Stept the Long-Boat's Maft forward. The

People very much diſorder'd in Liquor, and

very quarrelfome.

"

Thurfdaythe 24th, I was fent on a Week's

Cruize in the Barge ; the Officers with me

were Mr. Jones the Mate, and the Hon . Mr.

Byron Midshipman, and Mr. Harvey the

Purfer, who was a good Draughtsman ; we

went in order to diſcover the Coaft to the

Southward, for the Safety ofthe Long-Boat ;

we were inform'd on our return , that the

People in our Abſence went to the Captain,

and got two Gallons of Wine which they

mixed with their half Pints of Brandy ; they

got all drunk and mad, but no great Miſchiefs

enfued. Six Indian Canoes likewife came in

our Abfence loaded with Men, Women and

Children ; they brought with them Clams

out of the Shells ftrung on Lines : The In-

dian Women dived for Muffels, and brought

them afhore in abundance ; the Men went to

the freſh Water river, and caught feveral

Fish like our English Mullets. The People

bought Dogs ofthe Indians, which they kill'd,

and eat, eſteeming the Flefh very good

Food: The next Day the Indians went out

and caught a vaft Quantity of Fifh out of a

Pond, where they fent in their Dogs to hunt,

*

+

the
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the Dogs dived, and drove the Fiſh aſhore in

great Numbers, to one Part of the Pond, as

if they had been drawn in a Seyne : the In-

dians fold the Fifh to the People. This Me-

thod of catching Fish is, I believe, unknown

anywhere elſe, and was very furprifing ; and,

what is alfo very ftrange, after the Indians

went away, we hauled the Seyne over the

Pond, and could never get a Fish.

Monday the 28th, returned with the Barge ;

the first Evening we were out we had a good

Harbour for the Barge, which we put into ;

the firft Animal we faw was a fine large

Bitch, big with Puppies ; we killed her ; we

then roaſted one Side, and boiled the other,

were exceeding well pleaſed with our Fare,

fupped heartily, and flept well : The next

Morning we got up at Day-breaking, and

proceeded on our Cruize, finding all along

the Coaft to be very dangerous ; at Evening

put into a Place of very good Shelter for the

Barge : Here we found the Indians had been`

very lately, the Shore being covered with

the Offals of Seal : In an Hour's Time we.

killed ten wild Fowl ; we roafted three Geefe

and two Ducks, the reft we put into a Sea

Pye, fo that we fared moſt elegantly; got up

at Day-light next Morning, but feeing the

Wea-
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}Weather hazy and dirty, thought it not pro-

per to put out with the Barge, fearing we

Thould not get a Harbour before Night ; we

took a Walk five Miles in the Country cross

the Land to the Southward, but could not fee

any Shelter for the Boat, being then twelve

Leagues from the Place we came from ; fo we

returned back in the Evening, and got into a

fine fandy Bay ; I think it as good a Harbour

for Shipping as any I ever faw : Coming into

this Bay, faw the Southmoft Land, which

we had feen before, bearing about S. S. W.

right over an Inlet of Land, about two Miles.

After landing, lived as we did laft Night ;

in the Morning we walked over, where

found a deep Bay, it being eighteen Leagues

deep, and twelve Leagues broad , here we

had a very good Profpect of the Coaſt , we

found here the green Peafe that Sir John Nar-

borough mentions in his Book.

wee

Saturday the 3d of October, after our re-

turn from the Cruize, the Lieutenant, the

Mafter, myſelf, the Boatfwain, and Mr.

Jones the Mate, went to the Captain, to

acquaint him how forward the Boat was,

and to confult fome Meaſures to be obferv'd

on board the Boat, to prevent Mutiny ; he

defir'd a Day or two to confider of it.

On
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On Monday the 5th, the Carpenter fent

his Cafe Bottle, as ufual, to the Captain, to

be filled with Wine ; but it was fent back

empty, with this Anfwer, I will give him

none : This fudden Change of the Captain's

Behaviour to the Carpenter, proceeded from

fome Words which the latter dropt, and were

carried to the Captain ; The Words the Car-

penter fpoke were to this Purport, That he

was not to be led by Favour or Affection, nor

to be biaffed by a Bottle of Brandy. To-day

we heeled the Long-Boat, and caulked the

Starboard Side, paid ber Bottom with Wax,

Tallow, and Soap, that came out of the

Ship.

Tuesday the 6th, hard Gales at N. W. and

N. with rain : This Morning the Lieutenant

acquainted us of the Captain's refolution ,

which was to be Captain as before, and to be

governed by the rules ofthe Navy, and to

ftand or fall by them ; it was objected in the

prefent Situation, the rules of the Navy are

not fufficient to direct us, feveral rules be-

ing requifite in our Circumſtances which are

not mention'd there ; that the whole Body

of Officers and People are determin'd notto

be govern'd by thofe rules at prefent . This

Objection was started, not from a Diſreſpect

to
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to thofe rules ; but we imagin'd, if Captain

Cheap was reftor'd to the abfolute Com-

mand he had before the Lofs of the Wager,

that he would proceed again upon the fame

Principles, never on any Exigence confult his

Officers, but act arbitrarily, according to his

Humour and Confidence of fuperior Know-

ledge : While he acts with reaſon, we will

fupporthis Command with our Lives ; but

fome restriction is neceffary for our own Pre-

fervation. We think him a Gentleman worthy

to have a limitted Command, but too dange-

rous a Perfon to be trufted with an abfolute

one. This Afternoon the People infifted to

be ferv'd Brandy out of the Cafks that were

buried Under-ground ; accordingly they were

ferv'd halfa Pint each Man. Got the Long-

Boat upright.

:

Thurſday the 8th, this Day the Mafter,

went to the Captain concerning ten half Bar-

rels of Powder more than can be carried off,

which will make good Water-Cafks for the

Boats The Captain told him not to ſtart the

Powder, or deftroy any Thing without his

Orders ; and ſaid, he muſt have Time to

confider of it. In the Afternoon, Captain

Pemberton of the Land Forces, came on the

Beach, and defired the Affiftance of the

Seamen
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Seamen to take Captain Cheap a Prifoner,

for the Death of Mr. Cozens, the Midfhip-

man ; telling us, he fhould be call'd to an

Account, if he did not. This Evening the

Carpenter went up to the Hill-Tent, 1o cal

led from its Situation ; the People were

fhooting Balls at Marks ; fome of 'em were

firing in Vollies, without Shot or Sluggs i

One of the Men on the Beach fir'd at the

Tent while the Carpenter was in it, who

was ftanding with a Book in his Hand ; there

was a Piece of Beefhung clofe at his Cheek,

the Ball went through the Tent and the Beef,

but the Carpenter receiv'd no Damage. To

day I overhaul'd the Powder, and told the

Lieutenant that I had twenty-three half Bar

rels in Store, and that we could not carry off

in the Veffel above fix half Barrels ; there

fore purpoſe to ſtart the Overplus into the

Sea, and make Water-Cafks of the half Bar

rels, they being very proper for that Pur-

pofe. I defired him to acquaint the Captain

with my Intention ; that fince he had no re-

gard for the Publick Good, orto any Thing

that tending to promoting it, the Carpenter

and I had determin'd never to go near him

again. The Lieutenant declin'd going, fear-

ing the Captain would murder him , but he

N

1

fent
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fent the Mafter to him, to let him know the

Neceffity of ftarting the Powder ; The Cap-

tain's Anfwer to the Mafter was, I defire

you will not deftroy any one Thing without

my Orders. We now are convinc'd the Cap-

tain hath no Intention of going to the South-

ward, notwithſtanding he had lately given

his Word and Honour that he would ; there-

fore Captain Pemberton, in order to put

an End to all future Obftructions, demanded

our Affiftance to make him a Prifoner for the

fhooting Mr. Cozens, intending to carry him

as fuch to England ; at the fame Time to

confine Lieutenant Hamilton with him : which

was readily agreed to bythe whole Body.

It was reckon'd dangerous to fuffer the Cap-

tain any longer to enjoy Liberty ; therefore

the Lieutenant, Gunner, Carpenter, and Mr.

Jones the Mate, refolv'd next Morning to

furprize him in his Bed. 135

Friday the 9th, this Morning went in ac

Body and furpriz'd the Captain in Bed, dif-

arm'd him, and took every Thing out of his i

Tent. The Captain faid to the Seamen,

what are you about ? Where are my Offi

cers ? At which the Mafter, Gunner, Car-

penter, and Boatfwain, went in. The Cap-

tain, faid, Gentlemen, do you know what

you
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you have done, or are about? He was an-

fwer'd, Yes, Sir, our Aſſiſtance was demanded

by Captain Pemberton, to ſecure you as a Pri-

foner for the Death of Mr. Cozens ; and as

we are Subjects of Great-Britain, we are

oblig'd to take you as fuch to England. The

Captain faid, Gentlemen, Captain Pemberton

hath nothing to do with me ; I am your

Commander ſtill ; I will fhew you my In-

ftructions ; which he did to the People ; on

this we came out. He then call'd his Officers

a fecond Time, and faid, What is this for ?

He was anfwer'd, as before, That Affiftance

was demanded by Captain Pemberton to take

him Prifoner for the Death of Mr. Gozens.

He ſtill infifted, Captain Pemberton has no Bu-

finefs with me ; I could not think you would

ferve me fo. It was told him, Sir, it is your

own Fault : you have given yourſelf no man-

ner of Concern, for the Publick Good, on

our going from hence ; but have acted quite

the reverſe, or elfe been fo careless and

indifferent about it, as if we had no Com-

mander; and ifother Perfons had given them-

felves no more Trouble and Concern than

you have, we should not be ready to ge

from hence as long as Provifions lafted. The

Captain faid, Very well, Gentlemen, you have

N 2
caught
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caught me Napping ; I do not fee any ofyou

in Liquor ; you are a Parcel of brave Fel-

lows, but my Officers are Scoundrels : Then

turning himself to me, he faid, Gunner,

where's my Lieutenant ? Did not he Head

you? I told him, No, Sir ; but was here

to fee it executed, and is here now. One of

you (fays the Captain) call Mr. Beans.

When Mr. Beans came, he faid, What is

all this for, Sir ? Sir, it is Captain Pemberton's

Order. Captain Pemberton hath no Buſineſs

with me, and you will anfwer for it here-

after ; if I do not live to fee England, I hope

fome ofmy Friends will.Friends will. On this the Lieu-

tenant left him. The Captain then addreſs'd

himſelf to the Seamen, faying, My Lads, I

do not blame you ; but it is the Villany of

my Officers, which they will answer for here-

after. He then call'd Mr. Beans again,

and faid, Well, Sir, what do you defign to

do by me ? The Lieutenant anſwer'd, Sir,

your Officers have defign'd the Purfer's Tent

for you. Hum ! I fhould be obliged to the

Gentlemen, if they would let me ftay in my

own Tent. The Lieutenant came to acquaint

the Officers ofthe Captain's request ; but they

judg'd it inconvenient ; as Mr. Hamilton's Tent

join'd the Purfer's, one Guard might ſerve

'çm
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"em both ; accordingly all his Things were

mov'dto the Purfer's Tent : As he was com-

ing along, he faid, Gentlemen, you muſt

excufe my not pulling my Hat off, my Hands

are confin'd. Well, Captain Beans ! you

.will be call'd to an Account for this here-

after. The Boatfwain, after the Captain's

Confinement, moſt barbarously infulted him,

reproaching him with ftriking him, faying,

Then it was your Time ; but now, Gd

dn
-n you, it is mine. The Captain made

no reply but this, You are a Scoundrel för

ufing a Gentleman ill when he is a Priſoner.

When the Captain was a Priſoner, he de-

clared, he never intended to go to the South-

ward, having more Honour than to turn his

Back on his Enemies ; and farther, he ſaid,

Gentlemen, I do not want to go off in any

of your Craft ; for I never defign'd to gofor

England, and would rather chufe to be fhot

by you ; there is not a fingle Man on the

Beach dare engage me ; but this is what I

fear'd.

It is very odd, that Capt. Cheap fhould now

declare he never intended to go to the South-

ward, when he publickly gave his Wordand

Honour he would go that Way, or any Way

where the Spirit of the People led : But he

after-

•
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afterwards told his Officers, he knew he had

a fevere Trial to go through, if ever he came

to England ; and as for those who liv'd to

return totheir Country, the only Favour he

:requefted from them, was to declare the

Truth, without Favour or Prejudice ; and

this we promis'd faithfully to do : His Words,

in this refpect, were as much regarded by

us as the Words of a dying Man, and have

been moſt punctually obſerv'd .

*

Saturday the 10th, little Wind at N. and

N. W. Getting all ready for going off this

Afternoon, the Captain fent for the Lieu-

tenant and me, defiring us both to go to

Captain Pemberton, to know what he intended .

to do with him. We accordingly came, and

both promis'd to go directly, and bring him

his Anſwer. When we came out, went to

the Lieutenant's Tent ; from thence I ex-

pected, and made no doubt, but he would

go to Captain Pemberton's : But when I afk'd,,

him, he refus'd ; which very much furpriz'd

me. I thought it very ungenerous to trifile

with Captain Cheap, or any Gentleman in

his unhappy Situation ; therefore went alone

to Captain Pemberton. When I deliver'd him

Captain Cheap's Meffage, the Anſwer was,

I deſign, and muft carry him Prifoner to

England.
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England. I return'd, and acquainted Captain

Cheap with Captain Pemberton's Anſwer : He

ask'd me then, if the Lieutenant was with

me. I told him, No ; and I believe did not

defign it. He ſaid, Mr. Bulkeley, I am very

much oblig'd to you, and could not think

the Lieutenant would uſe me thus. In the

Evening the Lieutenant and I were fent for

again The Captain ſaid to the Lieutenant,

Sir, have you been with Captain Pemberton ?

He anfwer'd, No, Sir. I thought, Sir, you

promis'd me you would : However, I have

his Anfwer from Mr. Bulkeley ; I am to be

carry'd a Prifoner to England. Gentlemen, I

ſhall never live to fee England, but die by

Inches in the Voyage ; and it is furprizingto

me to think, what you can expect by going

tothe Southward, where there are ten Thou-

fand Difficulties to be encounter'd with : I

am forry fo many brave Fellows fhould be

led to go where they are not acquainted,

when, by going to the Northward, there is

the Ifland of Chili, not above ninety Leagues,

where we need not fear taking Prizes, and

may have a Chance to fee the Commodore.

I made Anſwer, Sir, you have faid, that we

fhall be call'd to an Account for this in Eng-

land : I must tell you, for my Part, had I

悉

been
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been guilty of any Crime, and was fure of

being hang'd for it in England, I would

make it my Choice to go there, fooner than

to the Northward : Have not you given

your Word and Honour to go to the South-

ward ? It is true, there is a Chance in going

to the Northward, by delivering us from this

unhappy Situation of Life to a worſe, viz. a

Spanish Prifon. The Captain faid no more

but this, Gentlemen, I wish you well, and

fafe to England.

Sunday the 11th, this Morning the Cap-

tain fent for me, and told me, he had rather

be fhot than carried off a Prifoner, and that

he would not go off with us ; therefore de-

fired me to ask the People to fuffer him to

remain on the Ifland : The People readily

agreed to his requeft ; and alfo confented to

leave him all Things needful for his Support,

as much as could be fpar'd. Lieutenant

Hamilton and the Surgeon chofe to ſtay with

him. We offer'd him alfo the Barge and

Yawl, ifhe could procure Men to go with

him. The Queftion was propos'd before the

whole Body ; but they all cry'd aloud for

England, and let him ſtay and be d——n'd ;

does he want to carry us to Prifon ? There

is not a Man will go. The Captain being

depriv'd
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depriv'd of his Command in the Manner

above-mentioned, and for the reaſons already

given, it was refolv'd to draw fome Articles

to be fign'd for the Good ofthe Community,

and to give the Lieutenant a limited Com-

mand. The Paper was drawn up in this

Manner :

WHereas Captain David Cheap, our

Commander in his Majefty's Ship the

Wager, never confulted any of his Officers

for the Safety and Prefervation of the faid

Ship, and his Majefty's Subjects thereto be-

longing ; but feveral Times, fince the un-

happy Lofs of the faid Ship, he has been fo-

licited in the moſt dutiful Manner, promi-

fing him at the fame Time to fupport his

Command with our Lives, defiring no more

than to go off Heart in Hand from this Place

to the Southward, which he gave his Word

and Honour to do ; and being almoft ready

for failing, did apply to him, fome few Days

paft, to draw up fome proper Articles, in

order to fupprefs Mutiny, and other material

Things, which were thought neceffary to be

agreed to before we went off ; but he, in the

moft fcornful Manner, hath rejected every

Thing propos'd for the Publick Good ; and

as
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as he is now a Prifoner, and the Command

given to the Lieutenant, upon his Approba-

tion ofthe following Articles.

First, As we have no Conveniency for

dreffing Provifions on Board the Veffel for a

third Part of the Number to be carried off

the Spot, therefore this Day ferv'd out to

every Man and Boy twelve Days Proviſion,

for them to drefs before we go off; and alfo

it is agreed, that whoever is guilty of de-

frauding another of any Part of his Allow-

ance, on fufficient Proof thereof, the Perfon

found guilty (without any refpect of Per-

fon) fhall be put on Shore at the firſt con-

venient Place, and left there.

Secondly, In regard to the Boats going off

with us, wethink proper to allow one Week's

Provifion for each Man appointed to go in

them , in order to prevent Separation from

each other, which would be of the worſt

Confequence of any Thing that can happen

to us ; to prevent which we do agree, that

when under-way they fhall not feparate, but

always keep within Musket-fhot, and on no

Pretence or Excufe whatfoever go beyond

that reach. The Officer, or any other Per-

fon, that ſhall attempt a Separation, or ex-

ceed
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ceed the above mention'd Bounds, fhall, on

Proof, be put on fhore and left behind.

Thirdly, It is agreed, in order to ſuppreſs

Mutiny, and prevent Broils and Quarrels on

Board the Veffel, that no Man fhall threaten

the Life of another, or offer Violence in any

Shape ; the Offender, without any reſpect of

Station or Quality, being found guilty, fhall

be put on Shore, and left behind.

Fourthly, Wedo agree, whatever Fowl,

Fiſh, or Neceffaries of Life, we ſhall hap-

pen to meet with in our Paffage, the fame

fhall be divided among the whole ; and if

Captain David Cheap fhall be put on Board

a Priſoner, it ſhall not be in the Lieutenant's

Power to releaſe him.

The aforefaid Articles were agreed to, and

fign'd by the under-mentioned.

Robert Beans, Lieutenant

Thomas Clark, Mafter

John King, Boatswain

John Bulkeley, Gunner

John Cummins, Carpenter

Thomas Harvey, Purler

Robert Elliot, Surgeon's Mate

John Jones, Mafter's Mate

JohnSnow, ditto

Q 2 The
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The Hon. John Byron, Midſhipman

Alexander Campbell, ditto

Ifaac Morris, ditto

Thomas Maclean, Cook

Richard Phips, Boatswain's Mate

John Mooring, ditto.

Matthew Langley, Gunner's Mate

Guy Broadwater, Coxswain

Samuel Stook, Seaman

Jofeph Clinch, ditto

John Duck, ditto

Peter Plaftow, Captain's Steward

John Pitman, Butcher

David Buckley, Quarter Gunner

Richard Noble, Quarter Maſter

William Moore, Captain's Cook

George Smith, Seaman

Benjamin Smith, ditto

William Oram, Carpenter's Mate

John Hart, Joiner

John Bofman, Seaman

William Harvey, Quarter Gunner

Richard Eaft, Seaman

Samuel Cooper, ditto

Job Barns, ditto

James Butler, ditto

William Rofe, Quarter Maſter

John Shoreham, Seaman

John
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John Hayes, Seaman

Henry Stevens, ditto

William Callicutt, ditto

John Ruffel, Armourer

James Mac Cawle, Seaman

William Lane, ditto

James Roach, ditto

John George, ditto

John Young, Cooper

Mofes Lewis, Gunner's Mate

Nicholas Grifelham, Seaman

Monday the 12th, at Day-light, launch'd

the Long-Boat, and gave her the Name of

the Speedwell (which God preferv'd to de-

liver us ; ) we got all the Provifion on Board,

and other Neceffaries. The Captain fent for

the Lieutenant, myfelf, and the Carpenter,

defiring us to leave him what could be fpar'd,

and to fend to the Deferters to know ifthey

will go
in the Yawl to the Northward; we

promis'd to grant him his requeſt. To-day

every Body got on Board. The Captain,

Surgeon, and Mr. Hamilton, had their Share

of Provifion equal with us.

Tuesday the 13th, we fent the Barge to the

Deferters, with Mr. Snow the Mate, to

know if they were willing to tarry, and go

with
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with the Captain to the Northward ; to ac-

quaint them what Provifions and Neceffaries

fhould be allow'd 'em : They readily agreed

to tarry. On the return of the Boat, deli-

ver'd to the Captain the Share of Provifion

for the Deferters, and fundry Neceſſaries, as

under-mention'd, viz.

Six Hand-Grenadoes.

Five half Barrels of Powder.

Two Cags of Musket-Balls .

Lieutenant Hamilton's Piftols and Gun

One Pair of Piftols for the Captain,

Twelve Musket-Flints.

Six Piftol-Flints.

Sundry Carpenters Tools,

Half a Pint of Sweet Oil .

Two Swords of the Captain's own,

Five Muskets,

Twelve Piftol-Balls,

One Bible.

One Azimuth Compaſs,

One Quadrant.

One Gunter's Scale.

Provifion deliver'd to the Captain, Sur-

geon, and Lieutenant Hamilton, with eight

Deferters ; which laft are to be at half Al-

lowance of the Quantity made out to the

People,
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People, which make the whole Number ſeven

at whole Allowance.

To the Captain, Surgeon, and Lieutenant

Hamilton.

Six Pieces of Beef.

Six Pieces of Pork.

Flower ninety Pound.

For the Deferters :

Eight Pieces of Beef.

Eight Pieces of Pork.

Flower one hundred Weight.

As foon as the above Things were deli-

ver'd, we got ready for failing. I went and

took my Leave of the Captain : He repeated

his Injunction, That at my return to Eng-

land, I would impartially relate all Proceed-

ings : He spoke to meinthe mofttender and

affectionate Manner ; and as a Token ofhis

Friendship and regard for me, defir'd me to

accept of a Suit of his beſt Wearing Appa-

rel At parting, he gave me his Hand with

a great deal of Chearfulness, wishing me well

and fafe to England. This was the laſt Time

I ever faw the unfortunate Captain Cheap.

However, we hope to fee him again in Eng-

land,
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land, that Mr. Cummins and myſelf may be

freed from fome heavy Imputations to our

Prejudice laid on us by the Gentleman who

fucceeded him in Command, and who, ha-

ving an Opportunity of arriving before us in

England, not only in the Places he touch'd

at Abroad, but at Home, has blacken'd us

with the greateſt Calumnies ; and by an im-

perfect Narrative, has not only traduc'd us,

but made the whole Affair fo dark and myſti-

cal, that, till the Captain's Arrival, the Lords

of the Admiralty will not decide for or againſt

us. But if that unfortunate Captain never

returns to his Country, let us do fo much

Juftice to his Character, to declare, that he

was a Gentleman poffefs'd of many Virtues

he was an excellent Seaman himſelf, and lov'd

a Seaman ; as for perfonal Bravery, no Man

had a larger Share of it ; even when a Pri-

foner, he preferv'd the Dignity of a Com-

mander ; no Misfortunes could difpirit or de-

ject him, and Fear was a Weakneſs he was

intirely a Stranger to ; the Lofs of the Ship,

was the Lofs of him ; he knew how to go-

vern while he was a Commander on Board,

but when Things were brought to Confufion

and Diſorder, he thought to eſtabliſh his

Command afhore by his Courage, and to

fupprefs



SOUTH SEAS. 105

fupprefs the leaft Infult on his Authority on

the firft Occafion ; an Inftance of this was

feen onthe Boatswain's firft appearing afhore

fhooting Mr. Cozens, and treating him in the

Minner he did after his Confinement, was

highly reſented by the People, who foon got

the Power in their own Hands, the Officers

only had the Name, and they were often

compell'd, for the Prefervation of their Lives,

to comply fometimes with their moſt unrea-

fonable Demands ; and it is a Miracle, amidſt

the Wildness and Distraction of the People,

that there was no more Bloodshed .

At Eleven in the Forenoon, the whole Body

of People embark'd, to the Number of

eighty-one Souls ; fifty-nine on Board the

Veffel, on Board the Cutter twelve, and in

the Barge ten : At Noon got under Sail, the

Wind at N. W. by W. The Captain, Sur-

geon, and Mr. Hamilton, being on the Shore-

fide, we gave them three Cheers ; which

they return'd. Coming out of Wager's Bay

fplit the Fore-fail, and very narrowly eſcap'd

the rocks ; with the Affiftance of the Barge,

and our own Oars, tow'd her clear, and bore

away, into a large fandy Bay, on the South-

fide of the Lagoon, which we call'd by the

Name of the Speedwell Bay. AtFour in th

AfterP
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Afternoon anchor'd in tenFathom, fine Sand ,

the Barge and Cutter went afhore, there not

being room on Board the Boat to lodge the

People.

Wednesday the 14th, frefh Gales at S. W.

and W. with rain. At three this Afternoon,

being fair Weather, weigh'd, and came to

Sail ; to take a Cruize up the Lagoon, to try

the Veffel, it being fmooth Water, the work'd

very well ; after three or four Trips return'd,

and anchor'd where we came from.

T

HESE are to certify the Right Ho-

nourable the Lords Commiffioners for

Executing the Office of Lord High Admiral

of Great-Britain, That we, whofe Names

are under mention'd, do beg Leave to ac-

quaint your Lordships, that Captain David

Cheap, our late Commander in his Majefty's

Ship Wager, having publickly declar'd, that

be never will go off this Spot, at his own

Request defires to be left behind, but Cap-

tain Pemberton, of his Majefty's Land Forces,

having confined him a Prifoner for the Death

of Mr. Henry Cozens Midshipman, with

Lieutenant Hamilton for breaking his Con-

finement, did infift on delivering them up on

the Beach tothe Charge of Lieutennant Beans ;

but
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but be, with his "Officers, and People, con-

fulting the ill Confequences that might at-

tend carrying two Prifoners off in fosmall a

Veſſel, and for fo long and tedious a Paffage

as we are likely to have, and that they might

have Opportunities of acting fuch Things in

Secret as may prove deftructive to the whole

Body ; and alfo in Regard to the chief Article

of Life, as the greatest Part of the People

must be oblig'd, at every Place we flop, togo

on Shore in Search of Provifions, and there

being now no less than eighty-one Souls in this

Small Veffel, which we hope to be deliver'd in

we therefore, to prevent any Difficulties to be

added to the unforeseen we bave to encount

ter with, think proper to agree, and in order

to prevent Murder, to comply with Captain

David Cheap's Request : The Surgeon alfo begs

Leave to be left with him. Dated on Board

the Speedwell Schooner in Cheap's Bay, this

14th Day of October, 1741 .

Robert Beans, Lieutenant

Thomas Clark, Mafter

John King, Boatswain

John Bulkeley, Gunner

John Cummins, Carpenter

Robert Elliot, Surgeon's Mate

P 2
John
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John Jones, Mafter's Mate

John Snow, ditto

Captain Pemberton, of his Majefty's

Land Forces

Vincent Oakley, Surgeon of ditto.

Thurſday the 15th, This Morning, it being

Calm, made a Signal for the Boats to come

off, by firing five Mufkets. At Day-light

came to Sail, with the Wind at W. by N. It

blowing hard, and a great Swell, the Veffel

would not work ; therefore we were oblig'd

to put into a imall Bay, lying S. W. of

Harvey's Bay, where we had a very good

Shelter, there being a large Ledge of rocks

without us, which broke the Sea off. At

Eleven we fent the Barge to Cheap's Bay for

what Canvafs could be found ferviceable,

having left a fufficient Quantity behind, to

fupply us with Sails, in Cafe we wanted 'em.

Went in the Barge the Hon. John Byron,

at his own requeſt, Alexander Campbell Mid-

fhipman, William Harvey Quarter-Gunner,

David Buckley ditto, William Rofe Quarter-

Mafter, Richard Noble ditto, Peter Plaftow

Captain's Steward, fofeph Clinch Seaman, and

Rowland Cruffet Marine. This Afternoon the

Carpenter went ahore in the Cutter, with

feveral
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feveral of the People, to look for Proven-

der. Shot ſeveral Geeſe, and other Sea-Fowl,

rainy Weather. Wind W. N. W.

Friday the 16th, continual rain, and hard

Gales all Night at S. W. This Morning the

Carpenter came on Board, and acquainted us

that he ſaw an Anchor of feven Feet in the

Shank, the Palm of each Arm filed offjust

above the Crown : This Anchor we fuppofe

to have belong'd to ſome ſmall Veffel wreck'd

on the Coaſt. The Cutter brought offAbun-

dance ofShell-fiſh ready drefs'd for the People.

Sunday the 18th, at Noon, the Cutter came

off, and brought aboard Plenty of Shell-fish

and Greens. The Honourable Mr. Byron .

Mr. Campbell and three of the Barge's Crew,

came from where the Barge lay. Mr. Byron

came aboard, and inform'd us of the Barge's

being fafe in the Bay, where we left her, and

only waited the Opportunity of Weather to

come round with her : At the fame Time he

defired to know, if we would give him, and

thoſe who would ftay with Captain Cheap,

their Share of Provifions. This Queftion of

Mr. Byron's very much furpriz'd us ; and

what furpriz'd us more was, that he ſhould

be influenc'd by Mr. Campbell, a Perfon whom

he always held in Contempt. As for my

Part,

1
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Part, I believe Mr. Byron left us becaufe

he could not get any Accomodation aboard

the Veffel that he lik'd, being . oblig'd to liet

forward with the Men ; as were alfo the

Carpenter and myſelf, when below : It is very

certain, that we are fo clofely pent up for

want of room, that the worſt Jail in England'

is a Palace to our prefent Situation .

Tuesday the 20th, ferv'd out to the People

eight Days Flour, to be dreſs'd afhore. I

went in the Cutter to Command in myTurn

for a Week.

Wednesday the 21ft, clofe Weather ; the

Wind from W. to N, W, with rain and

Hail. Brought aboard Shell-fish in abun-

dance. At Noon the Honourable Mr. Byron

came with fome ofthe Crew Over-land ; he

afk'd me, whether the Boat's Crew were

gone off, and if we had ferv'd the Provifion,

for he wanted to return to the Barge . I told

him all the People were out a Fiſhing, and

that the first who came in fhould carry him

off. On which he faid, I think we will go

and get fome Fifh too, having nothing elfe

to live on. This was the laft Time I ever faw

his Honour. When the People return'd from

fishing, they told me Mr. Byron had loft

his Hat, the Wind blowing it off his Head,

I faid,



SOUTH SEAS. III

I faid, rather than he ſhould want a Hat, I

would give him my own.
One ofthe Sea-

men forced a Hat on his Head his Name3

was John Duck : But Mr. Byron would by

no Means wear it ; faying, John ! I thank

you ; if I accept of your Kindneſs, you muſt

go bare-headed ; and, I think, I can bear

Hardships as well as the beſt of you, and

muſt uſe myſelf to them. I took eight Peo-

ple, and went over Land to the Place where

the Barge lay, to get the Canvaſs that we

ſtood fo much in Need of ; but found fhe was

gone from thence. The People in the Barge

told our Men, that they would return to us

again ; but it is plain they never intended it.

&

Thurſday the 22d, This Day we ſaw Sea-

Fowl in vaft Flocks flying to the Southward,

where was a dead Whale. Look'd out all

this Day for the Barge, but to no Purpoſe.

The Barge not returning was a very great

Misfortune, having no Boat but the Cutter

and if by an unlucky Accident we loſe her,

we muſt be reduced to the greateſt Extremi

ties to get Provifion. The Perfons in the

Barge, except the Captain's Steward, always

approv'd of going to the Southward ; but it

feems Mr. Campbell the Patroon prevail'd on

'em to return to Captain Cheap.

•

Friday
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Friday the 23d, Saw Thousands of Sea-

Fowl, in the Morning they fly to the North-

ward, and in the Evening come back to the

South ; they are Birds of a very large Size,

but of what Kind we do not know. Since

we have been here we faw feveral Indian

Graves ; they are dug juft within the Surface

of the Earth, with a Board on each Side,

and a Croſs ſtuck up at the Head. The Day

following a Gun, a four Pounder, was feen

near the Anchor in Clam Bay ; we call it by

this Name, becauſe of the vaft Quantities of

this Sort of Shell-fifh which are found there.

A

Monday the 26th, it being very calm , and

fair Weather, I went afhore to bring offthe

People weigh'd the Long-Boat, and took

her in Tow over a Bar, where was ten Feet

Water, but a great Swell ; as foon we got

over the Bar, there fprung up a Breeze of

Wind at N. W. fteer'd away S. half E. for

the Southmoft Part of Land, which bore

S. by E. diftant fourteen Leagues. The two

Points of Land make a large and deep fandy

Bay; we founded, but found no Ground ; it

is a bold Shore cloſe to. I kept a-head in

the Cutter, in order to provide a Harbour for

the Long-Boat ; Providence directed us to a

very good one : It blew fohard, with thick

hazy
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hazy Weather, that we could not keep the

Sea. At Eight at Night we anchor'd in

eight Fathom Water a-breaſt of a fine fandy

Bay, and Land lock'd not above three Boats

Length from the Shores : At the Entrance of

the Harbour, which lies about a League up

the Lagoon, I fet the Land ; the Northmoft

Point bore by the Compafs N. by E. diftant

twelve Leagues, and the Southmoft S. byW.

diftant five Leagues, the Entrance lies E.

Tuesday the 27th, Freſh Gales at W. and

cloudy Weather, with a great Swell without,

infomuch that we could not put out to Sea ;

we therefore ſent the People afhore to drefs

their Provifions ; each Man is allow'd but a

Quarter of a Pound of Flour per Day,

without any
other Subfiftence, but what Pro-

vidence brings in our Way.

Thurſdaythe 29th, Early this Morning, it

being calm and thick Weather, with fmall

rain, we rowed out of the Lagoon ; at Five

it cleared up, with a freſh Breeze at S. S. E.

fteer'd S. W. and S. W. by W. faw a (mall

Iland bearing S. by W. the Southmoft End

S. by E. This Iland we call the rock of

Dundee, it being much like that Iſland in the

Weft-Indies ; but not fo large , it lieth about

four Leagues diftant from the Southmost

Q Point
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Point of Land but rat Sea. This Day it

blow'dto hard, that we were oblig'd to take

the Cutter in Tow. 22 me

Friday the joth, Hard Gales, and a great

Seatfaw fome Ilands and fome funken

rocks at Six faw the Main in two Points of

Land, with a large Opening ; on each Side

the funken rocks are innumerable ; the En-

trance is fordangerous, that no Mortal

would attempt it, unless his Cafe was defpe-

fate, as ours , we having nothing but Death

before our Eyes in keeping the Sea, and the

fame Profpect in running in with the Lands:

We ran in before the Wind to the Opening

that appear'd between the two Points, the

Northmoft of which bore N. by E. and the

Southmoft S. by E. We fteer'd in E. and

found the Opening to be a large Lagoon, on

the Southmoft Side, running into a verygood

Harbour ; here our fntall Veffel lay fecure in

a Cove, which Nature had form'd like a

Dock ; we had no Occafion to let go an An-

chor, but ran along-fide the Land, and made

faft our Head and Stern. The People went

athore in Search of Provifion ; here we found

Plenty of Wood and Water,

Muffels in great Quantities.

Man halfa Piece of Beef

and fine large

Servid Storeach

Ji Jodi sad

Saturday



SOUTH SEVAS. 115

4

ས་

Saturday the 3ft, This Morning caſtlooſe,

and row'ditowards the Mouth of the Lagoons,

defigning to put out to Sea ; but the Wind

blew folhard, that we were oblig'd to come

to an Anchor. This Afternoon, in weighing

the Grapenel, in order to go to the Cove, we

found it foul amongfome rocks , all Hands

haul'd, took a turn round the Main-maft,

land went aft ; which weigh'd the Grapenel,

but freighten'd one of the Flukes . Here the

Land is very high and ſteep on each Side ;

the Carpenterand Cooper were on the higheft

of theſe Hills , and found deep Ponds of Wa-

ter on the Top ofthem , theſe Hills are very

rocky, and there are great Falls ofWater all

along the Coaſt The whole Navy of Eu

gland may lay with Safety in many of thofe

Lagoons, but the Coaft is too dangerous for

any Ship to fall in with the Land. ThePee-

ple Today were very much afflicted with

theGripes, and Pains in their Side. Here

are Abundance of Trees, not unlike our Yew

Trees bithey are not above feven or eight

Inches insDiameter, and the Bark is like Ce-

darot TheLand is to Appearance very good ;

bution digging beneath the Surface, we find

it almoft an entire Stone. We faw no Prople

here, tho' , it is plain, here have been fome

рабочий ItalyQ2
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lately, by their Wigg-wams or Huts. We

are fo clofely pent up for want of room,

that our Lodging is very uncomfortable ; the

Stench of the Mens wet Cloaths makes the

Air we breathe naufeous to that Degree, that

one would think it impoffible for a Manto

live below. We came to fail, and fteer'd

out of the Lagoon Weft ; went into a fandy

Bay, one League to the Southward ofthe

Lagoon. Indian Huts to be feen, but no

Natives..

#

Monday, November the 2d, at Five in the

Morning, came to fail with the Wind at §.

and S. by E. At Noon the Wind came to

the W, and W.N.W. in fmall Breezes : This

Day I had a very good Obfervation, it being

the first fince we left Cheap's Inland. We

found ourselves in the Latitude of 50:00 S.

After obferving, bore away, and ran into a

fine fmooth Paffage between the Iſland and the

Main. Thefe Iflands I believe to be the

fame that are taken Notice of in Cook's Voy-

age. From the Entrance to the Northward,

to the going out of the Cape of Good Hope

as we call it) the Diſtance is about fix

Leagues, and the Depth ofWater is from

two Fathom to twelve the Northmoft Land

before we came into the Paffage bore N.byW.

I'

and
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and the Southmoſt, or Cape of Good Hope

bore S. by E. In the Evening anchored in a

fine fandy Bay : Here we alſo faw Indian

Huts, but no People ; To-day we fhot wild

Geefe in Abundance, and got of Shell-Fish ,

as Limpets and Muffels.

IC

:

Tuesday the 3d, At Four this Morning

weighed, and came to fail with the Wind at

W. till we got about the Cape of Good

Hope, then at W. N. W. fteering S. and a

tumbling Sea from the W. The Cutter fteer'd

S. by E. into a deep Bay ; fuppofing them

not ton fee the Southmoft Land, we made the

Signalsfor her, by hoifting an Enfign at the

Topping-Lift , as the Cutter was coming up

to us, her fquare Sail ſplitted ; we offered to

take them in Tow, but they would not ac-

ceptit; we laywith our Sails down fome time

before theywould ſhow any Signal of making

Sail ; coming before the Wind, and a large

Sea, we ordered them to fteer away forthe

Southmoft Point of Land after us, and tokeep

as near as poffible : but instead of obferv

ing our Directions, they fteered away into

the Cod of a deep Bay, fuppoſed to be

King's Bay: The Cutter being much to Lee-

ward, and the Weather coming on very thick,

we were obliged to fleer after her, but foon

loft
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daft Sight of her, The Place beingexceeding

dangerous, we could not venture any farther

after the Cutter ; therefore we hauled bythe

Windto theSouthward; itcontinued blowing

hard, with thick Weather, with funken rocks,

and Breakers, fo that we were obliged to bear

awaybefore the Wind into a large Bay, the

Tide running rampant, and in a great Swell,

everywhere furrounded with funken rocks,

that wethought nothing but a Miracle could

fave us at laſt we got fafe into the Bay, and

came toin two Fathom Water, we ſteered h

E. At four this Morning rowed dut between

the Ilands ; after we got out, had a freſh

Breezeat NW. fteered out S. SAW thei

and S. by E. the Cutter a-head. At fevenod

the Morning a-breaft of Cape Good Hope, faw

a large high rock bearing S. fteered S. byE

going within it, and the Main a-breaſt of the

rocks; fawalong Point making into Ilands

bearing S. byE. fteer'd S. until a breaft of

theme The fame Day faw a very high Land

with a low Point running off, in fmall Hom

macoes, bearing from the Northmoft aPoint

So by Es about eighteen Leagues between

thofe two Points, is a large deep Baysall

within furrounded with rocks and mall

fands , fodred S. and S. by for the outer

.& moſt

、་
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moftPoints the Cutter keeping within, and

we confidering the ill Confequence ofbeing

ambay'd, to prevent which we haul'd the

Mainfail and Forefail down, and kept the

Veffel before theWind; at Eleven theCutter

came along-fide, with her Mainfail ſplit ; we

called to them to take hold of a Tow-rope,

but they refuſed, telling us that the Boat

would not bear towing, by reafon ofthe Swell

ofthe Sea, therefore they would have us nearer

the Shore, where we ſhould have ſmooth

Waters; we, anſwered them that the Water

was fmbother without, and nothing nigh the

Seatthat runs within befides, we ſhall be

ambay'd, therefore we defire you to come on

board the Veffel, and we'll take the Boat in

Tow: They had no regard to what we faid,

we at the fame Time, for above a Quarter of

an Hour, layin the Trough ofthe Sea, with

a fairWind: The People in the Cutter would

neither make Sail, nor row at laft, finding

them obftinate, we hoifted afkirt of the

Mainfail, and edged farther off, S. by W.

When they found we would not go into that

Bay, they hoifted their Mainfail, and went

a-head ; being fome Diſtance a-head,lowe

mademfail, the Cutter ftill keeping a-head

till One o'clock, then the bore away

S.
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Sby E. and S. S. E. the reafon of which

we could not tell, it blowing very hard, with

a great Sea, nothing before us but rocks and

Breakers, therefore of Confequence the far-

ther in, the Sea must be the greater. At

halfan Hour paft Two, the, Cutter being on

the Beam, and four Miles within us, webore

away after them ; and in a very heavy Squall

ofWind and rain we loft fight of her : After

the Squall was over, it cleared up, but we

faw nothing of the Cutter, nor could we clear

the Shore to the Northward, being notabove

two Miles off the Breakers; therefore wewere

under a Neceffity of hauling to the fouthward

for Self-prefervation, and very narrowly e

fcaped clearing the rocks : After running

about three Lragues, fawan Opening, where

we hoped to find a good Harbour ; bore away

for the Opening, we were here again fur-

rounded with rocks and Breakers, with a

hard Gale of Wind, and a great Sea, the

oldeft Seaman on board never faw a more

difmal Profpect ; we ran in before the Wind

for about two Leagues, expecting every rife

and Fall of the Sea to be a Wreck, O
ut Pro-

vidence at length conducted us to an indiffe-

rent -Place of Shelter : We are now in amot

wretched Condition, having no Boat to go
酱

*

afhore
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afhore in, to feek for Provender : And the

greateſt Part of the People on board are fo

regardleſs of Life, that they really appears

quite indifferent whether they fhall live or

die ; and it is with much Intreaty that any

of them can be prevailed on to come upon

Deck, to affift for their Preſervation .

The People's Names in the Cutter are as

follow
u

Names, Age. Whereborn..Quality.

Thomas Harvey, Purfer
25 Westminster

John Mooring, Boatswain's Mate 34 Golpert

William Ocam, Carpenter's Crew 28 Philadelphia

Richard Phipps, Boatswain's Alate 39 Bristol

Matthew Lively, Gunner's Alate

John George, Seaman

Nicholas Grifelham,ditto

James Stewart, ditto

dists

James Butler,

Jimes Roach,

John Allen,

ditto

ditto

34 Exeter

22 Wandfworth

31. Ipfwich

35 Aberdeen

21 Cork

32 Dublin

18 Gofport

Wednesday the 4th, Hard Gales at W. N.

W. and a great Sea without ; ferved out

Flour and a Piece ofBeef to two Men for a

Week's Subfiftence ; the Weather is fo bad.

that there is no other Food to be got.

R
Thursday
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Thursday the 5th, Little Wind at S. W.

withheavy rains, at fix this Morning went

under Sail, but could make no hand - of it,

therefore were obliged to put back again :

as foon as we came to an Anchor, the Boat-

wain employed himself in making a raft to

et Afhore with ; this raft was made with

Dars and Water Barrels, when it was made,

and over the Side it would carry three Men ;

but it was no fooner put off from the Veffel's

Side but it canted, and obliged the People to

(wim for their Lives ; the Boatfwain got hold

of the raft, and with fome Difficulty,

reached the Shore ; when he crme off in the

Evening, he informed us he had feen a Beef

Puncheon, which gave us fome reaſon to

apprehend fome other Ship of the Squadron

had fuffered our Fate.

?

Friday the 6th, This Morning went under

Sail, the Wind at W. N. W. with fresh Gales

and heavy rain ; the Wind came to the

Weftward, and a great Sea, fo that we could

hot turn out over the Bar : In our putting

back we faw the Cutter, a very agreeable

Sight, which gave us new Life ; in the Even-

ing anchored at the Place failed from the

Carpenter and others went ahore to get Shell-

fifh, which we ftood in great Need of ; at

Night
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Night the proper Boat's Crew would not go

Afhore with the Boat as ufual, but made her:

faft a-ftern of the Veffel, with only two

Men in her, the never being left without

four before ; at Eleven at Night one ofthe

Men came out of her into the Veffel, it

blowing very hard at N. N. E in half an

Hour fhifted to N. W. and rainy Weather,-

that we could not fee a Boat's Length: At:

Two the next Morning the Cutter broke

loofe from the Stern of the Veffel; we called :

from on Board to James Stewart, the Man

that was in her, but he could not hear us ; in

afhort Time we loft fight of her, believing

ſhe muſt be ſtove among the rocks. The Lofs

of the Cutter gives the few thinking People

aboard a great deal of Uneafinefs ; we have

feventy-two Men in the Veffel, and not above

fix of that Number that give themſelves the

leaft Concern for the Prefervation of their

Lives, but are rather the reverfe, being ripe

for Mutiny and Deſtruction ; this is a great

Affliction to the Lieutenant, myſelf, and the

Carpenter ; we know not what to do to bring

them under any Command ; they have trou-

bled us to that Degree, that we are weary 7

of our? Lives ; therefore this Day we have

told the People, that, unless they alter their

R 2 Conduct,
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Conduct, and fubject themſelves to Come

mand, that we willleave them to themſelves,

and take our Chance in this defolate Part

of the Globe, rather than give ourſelves any

farther Concern about fo many thoughtless

Wretches Divided the People into four

Watches, to make more room below. The

People have promis'd to be under Govern

ment, and feem much eafier.

3

T

dow

Sunday the 8th, This Morning the People

requested Provifions to be ferv'd; it being

four Days before the ufual Time, we think

the requeft very unreaſonable. We laid the

Inconveniencies before them of breaking in

upon our Stores, confidering the Badnefs of

the Wearker, and the Length of our Paffage ;

that if we are not exceedingly provident in

regard of ferving our Provifions, we muſt

all inevitablyftarve. They will not hearken

to reafon ; therefore we are obliged to com

ply with their Demands, and ferve cut Pro-

vifions accordingly. Several of the People

have defired to be put on Shore, defiring us

to allow them fome few Neceffaries : We

wanted to know what could induce them to

request ourputtings them afhore, in this re-

mote and defolate Part of the World : They

anfwer'd, they did not fear doing well, and

doubted
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doubted not but to find the Cutter, which if

they did, they would go back to the North

ward, otherwiſe they would make a Canoe's

therefore infifted on going afhore. On their

earneft Intreaties, the Body of People agreed

to theirrequeſt: We haul'd the Boat clofe in

Shore; the People who choſe to ſtay behind

were eleven in Number ; we fupply'd them

with proper Neceffaries, and theyfign'd a

Certificate, toinform the Lords of the Admi-

ralty that they were not compell'd to ftay, but

made it their own Choice, and that they did

it for the Prefervation of themfelves and us.

zi grusbonu

to doA Copy of their Certificate.

HESE are to certify the Right Ho-

fis nourable the Lords Commiffioners for Ex-

ecuting the Office of Lord High Admiral of

Great Britain, &c. That we, whofe Names

are under mention'd, fince the Misfortune of lo

fing the Cutter, barve confidered the ill Conveni-

encies and Difficulties to be attended, where

fo great a Number of People are to be carried

off therefore we have requested, and defired

the Officers and Company remaining ofthe fame

Vaffel to putuson Shore withfuch Neceffaries of

Life as can be conveniently spared out ofthe

badrob
Velfel
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Veffel. We, ofour own free Will and Choice,

do indemnify all Perfonsfrom ever being call'd

to an Account for putting us on Shore, or leav-

ing us behind, contrary to our Inclinations . Wit-

nefs our Hands, on Board the Speedwell

Schooner, in the Latitude 50 : 40 S. this 8thDay

ofNovember, 1741. Which was fign'd by the

following People, viz.

Matthew Langley, Gunner's Mate

John Ruffel, Armourer

William Callicut, Waſherman

George Smith, Cook's Mate

John Williamfon, Marine

5:

John McLeod, Boatswain's Servant

John Hart, Joiner

fua
Jofeph Turner, Captain's Servant f

Luke Lyon, Gunner's Servant ,

Richard Phipps, Boatſwain's Mate

Henry Mortimer, Marine

Witneſs

John Cummins, Carpenter

John Snow, Mafter's Mate

Vincent Oakley, Surgeon of the Army.

Monday the 9th, at Ten at Night, we

weigh'd, and row'd out ofthe Bays at Day

sdan light
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light gotabout four Leagues right out, every

Way furrounded with rocks and Breakers,

with a great Weſtern Swell : We found it a

very difficult Matter to get clear of thoſe

rocks and Breakers, they reach along ſhore

eighteen Leagues, and without us at Sea

eight Leagues, I take it, that from the Land

they are fourteen Leagues in the Offing; thoſe

funken rocks appear like a low level Land.

This Coaft is too dangerous for Shipping,

the Wind beingthree Parts ofthe Year tothe

Weftward, which blows right on the Shore,

with a large Weſtern fwell, that ſeldom or

never ceaſes ; it always blows and rains ; it is

worſe here than in the rainy ſeaſon on the

Coaft of Guinea ; nor can we as yet diftin-

guiſh Summer from Winter, only by the

Length of the Days. Steer'd out of the Bay

W. by N. then S. by W. then S. At Noon I

had a good Obfervation in the the Latitude of

50 : 50 South ; theNorthmoſt Part of theBay

bore N. E. by E. feven Leagues ; the South-

moft Point of Land S. S. E. twelve Leagues.

This Coaft, as far as we have come, lies

N. by E. and S. by W. by the Compaſs.

Tuesday the 10th, At Four this Morning

made all the fail we could, fteering S. E. in

order to make the Land ; at fix fteer'd in

?

E.S.E.
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E. S. E. at feven made the Land ; at Eight!

faw a Point of Land bearing S. E. diſtant fix

Leagues, which, when a-breaft, feeing no

Land to the S. I take the Point for Cape

Victory, and the four Iſlands we ſee I believe

to be the Islands of Direction, which Sir John

Narborough gives an Account of ; excepting

the Diſtance, they exactly anfwer his De-

fcription ; therefore, bythe Latitude in Ye-

fterday's Obfervation, and bythe Diſtance we

have run fince, we are now at the Opening

of the Streights of Magellan. At Ten in the

Morning, hard Gales at N. W. fteer'd S. E.

the Cape bearing E. diftant four Leagues ; at

Noon bore E. by N. diftant fix Leagues ;

haul'd the Mainfail down, and went under a

Forefail. I never in my Life, in any Part

of the World, have feen fuch a Sea as runs

here ; we expected every Wave to fwallow

us, and the Boat to founder. This Shore isi

full of fmall Iſlands, rocks and Breakers ;

fo that we can't haul further to the South-i

ward, for fear of endangering the Boat ; we

are oblig'd to keep her right before the Sea..

At Five broach'd to, at which we all be

liev'd fhe would never rife again. We were

furrounded with rocks, and fo near that an

Man might tofs a Bifket on them : We had

2

·

nothing
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nothing but Death before our Eyes, and

every Moment expected our Fate. It blew a

Hurricane of Wind, with thick rainy Wea-

ther, that we could not fee twice the Boat's

Length ; we pray'd earneftly for its clearing

up, for nothing elſe could fave us from pe-

rifhing ; we no fooner afk'd for Light, but it

wasgranted usfrom above. At the Weather's

clearing up, we faw the Land on the North-

Shore, with Ilands, Rocks, and Breakers

all around us ; we were obliged to put in

among ' em for Shelter, finding it impoffible

to keep the Sea ; we were in with the Land

amongst them, and compell'd to push thro',

looking Death in the Face, and expecting.

every Sea to bury us ; the boldeſt Men among

us were diſmay'd, nor can we poffibly give

an Account in what Manner we have been

this Day deliver'd . After failing amidſt

Iſlands, rocks, and Breakers, for above a

League, we got fafe into a good Harbour,

furrounded with fmall Iflands, which kept

the Sea off; here the Water was as fmooth

as in a Mill-pond. We call this Harbour the

Port of God's Mercy, efteeming our Prefer-

vation this Day to be a Miracle. The moft

abandon'd among us no longer doubt of an

S
Almighty
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Almighty Being, and have promis'd to reform

their Lives.

Wednesdaythe 11th, TheWindmuch abated,

with rain. This Morning weigh'd and ran

farther in. In the Evening we faw two In-

dians lying on their Bellies on the Top of a

fteep rock, juft over the Veffel, peeping with

their Heads over the Hill. As foon as we

difcover'd them, we made Motions to them

to come down ; they then rofe up, and put

on their Heads white feather'd Caps ; we

then hoifted a white Sheet for an Enfign ; at

this they made a Noife, pronouncing Orza,

Orza; which we took for a Signal to come

afhore. We would not fuffer above two

Men to go ashore, and thofe difarm'd, left

we ſhould put them in Fear. The Indians

had nothing in their Hands but a Club, like

to our Cricket-Batts, with which they kill

their Seal. As foon as they faw the two

Men come ashore, they walk'd away ; and

when they perceiv'd our Men follow'd them,

and gain'd Ground of them, they tookto

their Heels, frequently looking back, crying

Orza, Orza, beckoning the People to follow,

which they did for a Mile or two along

Shore, outof Sight ofthe Veffel : Then the

Indians fled to the Woods, ftill wanting our

People
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People to follow them ; but being difarm'd,

they were apprehenfive the Indians would

Bush-fight them ; fo they thought proper to

give over the Purfuit, and to return to the

Boat.

Thurſday the 12th, Hard Gales at W.N.W.

with rain. At Six this Morning we again

faw the two Indians ; they made the fame

Noife and Motions to come afhore ; at which

I went with four ofthe People ; the Indians

walk'd and ran as before, looking back, and

making Signs to follow, which we did till

we got to the Place where the Canoe lay

with four Indians in her. The two Indians

got into the Canoe, and puther off the Shore

before we could get nigh them ; asfoon as

we got a-breaft of the Canoe, they made

Signs as if they wanted Cloathing ; we en-

deavour'd tomake them underſtand wewanted

Fiſh, and would truck with them ; they had

none, but fignified to us they would go and

get fome : They had a mangey Dog, which

they parted with to one of the People for a

Pair of Cloth Trowfers ; this Dog was foon

kill'd , drefs'd , and devour'd. Here we found

Plenty of Muffels, which gave us great re-

lief, havingfcarce any Thing to fubfift on

for this Week paft.

$ 2 Friday
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Friday the 13th, Very uncertain Weather,

and fqually; the Windvariable from W.N.W.

to S.S.W. This Morning all Hands afhore

a fishing. Lieutenant Ewers ofthe Marines.

kili'd a large Seal or Sea-Dog ; it is exceed-

ing good Food, and we judg'd it to have

weigh'd feventeen Score.

Saturdaythe 14th, Little Wind at W.N.W.

and clofe Weather, with rain. At Five this

Morning caft loofe, and fteer'd South out be-

tween the Islands ; the Weather clearing up,

we faw the South Shore ; it first appear'd

like a large Iland, ftretching away to the

Weftward, and at the Weft-End two Hom-

macoes like Sugar-loaves, and to the South-

ward of them a large Point of rocks ; fteer'd

S. E. until the Point bore W. then ſteer'd S.E.

by E. I took the Point for Cape Pillar, and

was fully affur'd ofour being in the Streights.

Sunday the 15th, At Three this Morning

caft loofe, and row'd, but could not get out,

fo were oblig'd to put back, and make

faft, it blowing hard, with thick Wea-

ther all Day in the Evening it clear'd up.

This Day feveral People drove a Trade with

their Allowance, giving Silver Buckles for

Flour, valued at twelve Shillings per Pound,

and before Night it reach'd to a Guinea, the

People
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People crying aloud for Provifions, which are

now fo fcarce, that feveral on Board are actu-

ally ſtarving through Want.

Monday the 16th, At Three this Morning

caft loofe, being little Wind, and ſteer'd up

the Streights S. E. by E. the Wind at N. W.

At Eight o'Clock got a-breaſt of Cape Mon-

day ; at Nine the Cape bore W. diſtant four

Leagues ; at Noon running along Shore, made

two Openings, which, put the reſt of the

Officers to a Stand, not knowing which to

take for the right Paffage. Afking my Opi-

nion, I gave it for keeping on the E. S. E.

Paffage, the other lying S. E. by S. On

which they faid, Sir John Narborough bids

us keep the South Shore on Board. I an-

fwer'd, That Sir John tells us E. S E. is the

direct Courſe from Cape Pillar ; I'll venture

my Life that we are now in the right Paf-

fage ; fo we kept on E. by S. half S. After

running a League or two up, and not ſeeing

Cape Quod, nor any Outlet, the Wind blow-

ing hard, we were for running no farther,

whereas one League more would have con-

vinc'd every Body ; but they all gave it a-

gainst me, that we were not in the right Paf-

fage : TheWind being at W. N.W. we could

not turn back again fo that we were oblig'd

to
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to put into a Cove lying on the North Shore,

where we found good anchoring in four Fa-

thom Water no Provifions to be got here, be-

ing a barren rocky Place, producing not any

Thing for the Prefervation of Life . This

Afternoon died George Bateman, a Boy, aged

fixteen Years ; This poor Creature ftarv'd,

perifh'd, and died a Skeleton, for want of

Food. There are feveral more in the fame

miferable Condition, and who, without a

fpeedy relief, muft undergo the fame Fate.

Tuesday the 17th, At Five this Morning

weigh'd and row'd out, it being calm at

Seven a freſh Breeze right up the Sound ; we

could not turn to Windward not above a Mile

from where we laft lay ; we made faft along

Side the rocks ; all Hands afhore a fiſhing

for Muffels, Limpets, and Clams ; here we

found thofe Shell-fifn in Abundance, which

prov'd a very feaſonable relief. Juſt before

we got in, one of the Men gave a Guinea

for a Pound of Flour, being all the Money

he had.

Wednesday the 18th, The Wind W. N. W.

in hard Squalls, with Hail and Snow. This

Morning caft loofe, and ftood over to the

Southward, believing the Tide to run ſtronger.

and more true than on the North-fhore, ho-

ping



SOUTH SE AS.
135

ping fhortly to get out of the Sound, which

is not above a League in the Wind's Eye. At

Two o'clock got into a Cove on the South-

fide made faft along Side of the rocks ; all

Hands on Shore getting Muffels, and other

Fiſh.

;

Thurſday the 19th, Freſh Gales at W.N.W.

with Hail and Snow. This Morning caft

loofe, and fail'd out, but could make no Hand

ofit ; our Boat will not work to Windward ;

put
back from whence we came, and fent

the People afhore to get Muffels. This

Night departed this Life Mr. Thomas Caple

Son ofthe late Lieutenant Caple, aged twelve

Years, who perish'd for want of Food. There

was a Perfon on Board who had fome ofthe

Youth's Money, upwards of twenty Guineas,

with a Watch and Silver Cup. Thoſe laſt

the Boy was willing to fell for Flour ; but

his Guardian told him, he would buy Cloaths

for himinthe Brazil. The miferable Youth

cry'd, Sir, I fhall never live to fee the Brazil ;

I am ftarving now, almoſt ſtarv'd to Death ;

therefore, for G- d's Sake, give me my Sil-

ver Cup to get me fome Victuals, or buy

fomefor me yourſelf. All his Prayer's and

Intreaties to him were vain ; but Heaven fent

Death to his relief, and put a Period to his

Miferies
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Miſeries in an Inftant. Perfons who have not

experienc'd the Hardſhips we have met with,

will wonder how People can be ſo inhuman

to ſee their Fellow-Creatures ftarving before

their Faces, and afford 'em no relief: But

Hunger is void of all Compaffion every

Perfon was fo intent on the Prefervation of

his own Life, that he was regardless of ano-

ther's, and the Bowels of Commiferation

were ſhut up. We flip no Opportunity,

Day or Night, to enter intothe fuppofed right

Streights, but can get no Ground. This Day

we ferv'd Flour and a Piece of Beef be-

tween two Men for a Week. Capt. Pember-

ton, of his Majefty's Land Forces, gave two

Guineas for two Pounds of Flour ; this

Flour was fold him by the Seamen, who

live on Muffels . Many of the People eat

their Flour raw as foon as they are ferv'd

it. The Wind and Weather not per-

mitting usto go out, the Men were employ'd

in getting Wood and Water.

Tueſday the 24th, This Morning, it being

calm , row'd out ; at Eight o'Clock had the

fuppofed right Streights open, having a Breeze

at W. N. W. S. E. by E. through the first

reach, and S. S. E. through the fecond; then

faw three Iſlands, the largeſt of which lies

on
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on the North-fhore ; and there is a Paffage

about two Miles broad between that and the

Iſlands to the Southward ; there is alſo ano-

ther Paffage between that Ifland and the

North-fhore, of a Mile and a half broad.

Before you come to thofe Iflands there is a

Sound lying on the South-fhore : You can fee

no Sea-Paffage until you come cloſe up with

the Iſland, and then the imaginary Streights

are not above two Miles broad. Steer'd a-

way for the Iſland S. E. about two Leagues ;

then came into a narrow Paffage, not a-

bove a Cable's Length over, which put us

all to a ftand, doubting of any farther Paf-

fage. The Wind took us a-head, and the

Tide being ſpent, we put into a ſmall Cove,

and made faft. At Seven in the Evening,

being calm, caft looſe, being willing to fee

if there was any Opening ; but, to our great

Misfortune, found none ; which very much

furpriz❜d us. The Lieutenant is of Opinion,

that we are in a Lagoon to the Northward of

the Streights. This I cannot believe ; and

am pofitive, if ever there was fuch a Place

in the World as the Streights ofMagellan, we

are now in them and above thirty Leagues

up. Ifhe, or any ofthe Officers, had given

themſelves theTrouble of coming uponDeck,

T to
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to have made proper remarks, we had been

free from all this Perplexity, and by this

Time out ofthe Streights to the Northward.

There is not an Officer aboard, except the

Carpenter and myſelf, will keep the Deck a

Moment longer than this Watch, or has any

regard to a reckoning, or any Thing elſe.

It is agreed to go back again.

Wednesday the 25th, Little Wind, with

rain. At Eight this Morning row'd out,

and got about a League down ; here we could

get no Ground, and were oblig'd to put back

again.

Thursday the 26th, Little Wind ; row'd

out, got about five Leagues down. This

Day we were in fuch want of Provifions,

that we were forc'd to cut up the Seal-Skin

and boil it, notwithſtanding it has lain about

the Deck for this Fortnight.

Friday the 27th, Little Wind and cloſe

Weather. This Morning caft looſe, and

row'd down ; had a freſh Breeze at North ;

fteer'd W. S. W. up into another Opening on

the South-Shore, hoping to find a Paffage out

of the Lagoon, as the Lieutenant calls it, into

the right Streights. After going two Leagues

up, faw there was no Opening ; put back,

and made faft, where we came from ; being

deter-
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determin'd to go back, and make Cape Pillar

a fecond Time ; which is the South Entrance

of the Streights. Got abundance of large

Muffels, five or fix Inches long ; a very great

relief to us at preſent.

Sunday the 29th, Hard Gales from N. W.

to S. W. with heavy rains. Great Uncaſi-

nefs among the People, many ofthem de-

fpairing of a Deliverance, and crying aloud

to ferve Provifions four Days before the

Time. Finding no Way to pacify them, we

were oblig'd to ferve them. We endeavour'd

to encourage and comfort them as much as

lay in our Power, and at length they feem'd

tolerably eaſy.

Monday the 30th, Fresh Gales at W. with

continual rain. This Day died three of our

People, viz. Peter Delroy Barber, Thomas

Thorpe and Thomas Woodhead, Marines ; they

all perish'd for want of Food : Several more

are in the fame Way, being not able to go

afhore for Provifions ; and thoſe who are well

can't get fufficient for themſelves ; therefore

the Sick are left deftitute of all relief. There

is one thing to be taken Notice of in the

Death ofthofe People, that fome Hours be-

fore they die, they are taken light-headed,

T 2 and
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and fall a joking and laughing ; and in this

Humour they expite.

Tueſday, December the 1ft, 1741 , Little

Wind, and fair Weather ; which is a kind of

Prodigy in thoſe Parts. In the Morning put

out of the Cove, and got four Leagues down ;

then the Wind took us ahead, and we put

into another Cove, where we got Muffels

and Limpets. At Four this Afternoon faw

an Indian Canoe coming over from the North-

fhore ; they landed two of their Men to Lee-

ward of the Cove ; they came oppofite to us,

and view'd us ; then went back, and came

with the Canoe within a Cable's Length of

our Boat, but no nearer ; fo that we had no

Opportunity to truck with them.

•

Wednesday the 2d, Little Wind, with rain.

At Nine, this Morning row'd out, and got

about a League farther down ; the Wind be-

ginning to blow fresh, we put into another

Cove, and found Plenty of Shell-fiſh, which

kept up our Spirits greatly ; for it is enough

to deject any thinking Man, to ſee that the

Boat will not turn to Windward ; being of

fuch Length, and fwimming fo poynant upon

the Water, that the Wind, when clofe haul'd ,

throws her quite to Leeward : We have been

feventeen Days going feven or eight Leagues

to
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toWindward, which must make our Paffage

very long and uncomfortable.

Friday the 4th, Little Wind at S. and fair.

This Morning row'd out ; at Ten got down,

where we faw a Smoak, but no People ; we

faw a Dog running along Shore, and keeping

Company with the Boat for about a Mile :

we then put in, with a Deſign to ſhoot him ;

but he foon difappointed us, by taking into

the Woods. We put offagain with a fine.

Breeze, fteering N.. W. by W. down the

Streights. The Carpenter gave , a Guinea

this Day for a Pound of Flour, which he

made into Cakes, and eat inftantly. At Six

in the Evening a-breaſt of Cape Monday ; at

Eight a-breaft of Cape Upright, being fair

Weather. Intend to keep under Sail all

Night.

Saturday the 5th, Little Wind, and fair.

At four this Morning, I faw Cape Pillar,

bearing W. by N. diftant eight Leagues ;

faw a Smoak on the South Shore, and at

Noon we faw a fmoak on the North Shore,

but we did not care to loofe Time : At Three

o'Clock faw Cape Deffeada, bearing from

Cape Pillar S. W. diftant four Leagues ; at

Four o'Clock wore the Boat, and fteered E.

S. E. The Lieutenant was now fully con-

vinced

豆
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vinced we have been all along in the right

Streights, and had we run but one League

further, on Monday, Nov. 17, we had eſcaped

all this Trouble and Anxiety: As for my own

Part, I was, very well affured, from the first

Entrance, that we were right ; but the Lieu-

tenant would not believe that it was Cape

Pillar on the S. Shorecominginto the Streights,

but thought we were in a Lagoon to the

Northward ; fo that we have been above a

Fortnight coming back to rectify Miſtakes,

and to look at Cape Pillar a fecond Time :

At Eight o'Clock came a-breaft ofthe Smoak

feen in the Morning. The People being well

affured that we are actually in the Streights

of Magellan, are all alive . Wind at W.S.W,

Sunday, Little Wind at W. with rain ;

At Three this Morning a-breaſt of Cape

Monday ; at Six a-breaft of Cape de Quad

oppofite to which, on the South-fhore,

faw a Smoak, on which, we went afhore to

the Indians, who came out on a Point of Land,

at the Entrance of a Cove, holoing, and

crying, Bona ! Bona ! endeavouring to make

us understand that they were our Friends ;

when afhore, we traded with them for two

Dogs, three Brant Geefe, and fome Seal ;

which Supply was very acceptable to us ; we

ſupped on the Dogs, and thought them equal

in

1
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in Goodneſs to the beſt Mutton in England:

We took from the Indians a Canoe, made of

the Bark of Trees, but foon towed her under

Water, and were obliged to cut her looſe ;

fteer'd N. E. by E. At Eight o'Clock a‐

a-breaft of St. Jerom's Sound; at Twelve,

a-breaft of Royal Iſland.

The Indians we faw in the Streights of

Magellan, are People of a middle Stature,

and well-ſhaped ; their Complexion of a

tawney Olive Colour, their Hair exceeding

black, but not very long; they have round

Faces, and ſmall Nofes, their Eyes little and

black ; their Teeth are ſmooth and even, and

cloſe fet, of an incomparable Whiteness ;

they are very active in Body, and run with a

furprizing Agility; they wear on their Heads

white feathered Caps ; their Bodies are co-

vered with the Skins of Seals and Guianacoes :

The Women, as foon as they fawus, fled into

the Woods, fo that we can give no Defcrip-

tion ofthem.

Monday the 7th, Freſh Gales at W. N. W.

and fine Weather; at Six this Morning a

breaft of Cape Forward, fteered N. by E.

} At Nine a-breaft of Port Famen, at Twelve

at Noon, put in at Freshwater-Bay, and filled

one Cask of Water, having none aboard; at

One
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One o'clock put out again, fteer'd N. by E.

expecting Plenty of Wood and Water at Eli-

zabeth's Ifland; at Nine at Night paffed by

Sandy Point; it bore S. S. E. and the Iſland

St. George E. N. E. diftant three Leagues.

Tuesday the 8th, At Four this Morning,

being calm, weighed, and rowed towards

Elizabeth's Ifland, it bearing W. N. W. At

Four in the Afternoon anchor'd offthe North-

moſtſide in eight Fathom Water, fine Sand, a-

bout half a Cable's Length from the Shore,

put the Veffel in, and landed fome People to

fee for Wood and Water: In the Evening

the People came aboard, having been all over

the Iſland in ſearch ofWood and Water, but

found none ; here indeed we found Shaggs and

Sea-Gulls in great Numbers, it being Breed-

ing Time; we got a vaft Quantity of their

Eggs, most of them having young ones in

the Shell : However, we beat them up all

together, with a little Flour, and made a

very rich Pudding. Elizabeth's Iſland is a

beautiful Spot of Ground to Appearance,

with very good Pafture ; but it is intirely

barren of any thing for the Support of Man .

This Day John Turner, Marine, periſhed

for want of Food.

Wednesday
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Wednesday the 9th, At Four this Morning

weighed, and fteered E. N. E. for the Nar-

rows, with the Wind at S. S. W. when a

breaft of the Sweepstakes-Foreland, fteered S. S.

E. on Purpoſe to look for Water ; after going

along fhore about fix Leagues, into a deep

Bay, we faw a fine delightful Country :

Here we ſawthe Guianacoes in great Num-

bers, ten or twelve in a Drove ; they are to

be ſeen in fuch Droves all along the Shore

for feveral Leagues.

The Guianacoe is as large as any English

Deer, with a long Neck ; his Head, Mouth,

and Ears, reſembling a Sheep ; he has very

long flender Legs, and is cloven-footed like a

Deer, with a fhort Bushy Tail, of a reddiſh

Colour ; his Back is covered with red Wool,

pretty long ; but down his Sides, and all the

Belly Part, is white Wool: Thoſe Guianacoes,

though, at a Diſtance, very much reſembling

the Female Deer, are probably the Sheep of

this Country: They are exceeding nimble,

of an exquifite quick Sight, very fhy, and

difficult to be fhot ; at Noon, finding neither

Wood nor Water, wore to the Northward :

At Three got a-breaft of the Foreland, hauled

in for Fish Cove, which lieth juſt round the

Eaſtern Point ; here we expected to land, and

fhootU
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fhoot fome of thofe Guianacoes ; but when

a-breaft of the Cove, the Wind blew fo hard

right out, that we were obliged to bear as

way for the firft Narrow, it being impoffible

to get in. At Eight this Evening entered the

firft Narrow, meeting the Flood, which runs

here very ſtrong At Twelve came to an

Anchor in five Fathom, about a Mile off

Shore : The Tide floweth on the Weſtern

Shore feven Hours, and ebbs five. This Day

Robert Vicars Marine perished with Want.

Thurfday the 10th, At Four this Morning

weighed, and came to fail ; at fix got out

of the firft Narrow, hauled in for a deep

Bay on the N. fhore to feek for Water : The

Boatfwain fwam afhore, and in half an Hour

afterwards came down on the Beach, and

brought us the News of finding fresh Water :

It being rocky Ground, and ebbing Water,

the Veffel ftruck ; we were oblig'd, in this

Exigence, to flip the Cable, Time not per-

mitting us to haul up the Anchor ; we ftood

off and on the Shore till halfFlood ; then

went in, and took the Cable on Board : After

landing fome People with Cafks to fill, haul'd

the Anchor up, and went about two Miles

farther out.

Friday
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Friday the 11th, At Three this Morning

the Boat ftruck upon the Tide of Ebb ; it

ebbing fo faft, we could not get her off; in a

Quarter ofan Hour's Time the Boat was

dry ; we were favour'd with little Wind and

fmooth Water, otherwife fhe muſt have ſtove

to Pieces, the Ground being very foul ; it

ebbs dry above a League off, and there is

Shoal Water a great deal further out ; fo that

it is dangerous for a Ship to haul into this Bay.

While the Boat was dry, got all the Water-

Cafks out of the Hold, and put them afhore

to be fill'd. At fix haul'd the Boat off, ha-

ving receiv'd no Damage ; at Eight, it being

four Feet Flood, run the Boat clofe in Shore,

and took off our Water, the whole Quantity

being four Tons, out of which we were

oblig'd to leave two Puncheons, one Quarter-

Cafk, with three Muskets, a Funnel, and

fome other Neceffaries ; and were very much

concern'd, left we ſhould alſo leave fome of

the People afhore. TheWindblowing hard,

and the Sea tumbling in, we were under a

Neceffity of hauling off, and putting to Sea,

for fear of lofing the Boat. Since we left

the Iſland where the Wager was loft, we have

feveral Times very narrowly efcap'd being

made a Wreck, and fome Times have been

U 2
pre-
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preferv'd when we have feen our Fate before

our Eyes, and every Moment expected it,

and when all the Conduct and Ability of

Men could have avail'd nothing. Any one,

who has been a Witnefs ofthoſe Providential

Deliverances, and doubts the being ofta Su-

preme Power, difqualifies himſelf from any

Title to all future Mercy, and juftly deferves

the Wrath of an incens'd Deity. This Day,

at Noon, being well out of the Bay, and

nigh Mid-channel over, fteer'd E. N. E. for

Cape Virgin Mary, with a fine Gale at S. W.

At One we ſaw the Cape bearing N. E. byE,

diftant nine Leagues ; at feven in the Evening

faw a low Point of flat Land, ftretching away

from theCape S. S. E. two Leagues ; at Eight,

little or no Wind, fteer'd E. by S. at Twelve

at Night doubled the Point, the Wind at W.

right in the Middle of the Bay, where we

fill'd the Water ; in Land lie two Peaks,

exactly like Affes Ears. We would advife

all Veffels from hauling into this Bay, it be-

ing fhoal Water and foul Ground. As for

every other. Part of the Streights of Magellan,

from Cape Victory to Cape Virgin Mary, we

recommend Sir John Narborough, who in his

Account is fo juft and exact, that we think it

is impoffible for any Man living to mend his

Works.
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Works. We have been a Month in thofe

Streights, from our firft fight of Cape Pillar

to Cape Virgin Mary. The whole Length

of the Streights, the reaches and turnings

included, is reckon'd one hundred and fixteen

Leagues.

4

4

Saturday the 12th Little Wind, and fair

weather. At one this Morning fteer'd N.

by W. At Four the Wind came to N.W

Tack'd and ftood tothe Weftward ; the two

Points ftretching off from the Cape bore

N.W. byW. diftant two Leagues. At Noon,

the Windbeing at N. E. fteering along Shore

from the Cape, faw on Shore three Men,

on Mules or Horfes, riding towards us ; when

they came a-breaft ofus, they ſtopp'd, and

made Signals, waving their Hats, as tho'

they wanted to ſpeak with us ; at which we

edg'd cloſe to the Shore, where we ſaw to

the Number of twenty ; five of them brode

a-breaſt, the others were on Foot, having a

large Store of Cattle with them. On Sight

of this, we anchor'd within a Mile of he

Shore. The Cape bore W. S.W. diftant feven

Leagues; the Swell tumbling in from the

Sea, would not permit usto ſpeak with 'em ;

by their Motions, Actions, Cloathing, and,

by their whole Behaviour, we took them for

Chriftians :
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Chriftians: It being a plain level Land, they

rode backwards and forwards like racers,

waving white Hankerchiefs, and making

Signs for us to go into a Bay, which lay about

a League tothe Northward ; which we de

fign'd to do on the Tide of Ebb. The Flood

being very ſtrong againſt us, they waited on

the Shore till the Tide was fpent ; we weigh'd

and ſtood to Northward ; the Wind blowing

right in from the Sea, and a great fwell, we

could not clear the Land ; fo that we wore

and ſtood to the Southward, and very nar-

rowly efcap'd clearing the Breakers offthe

Pitch of the Cape, which lay about two

Leagues out at Sea to the Southward. At

Nine at Night the Cape bore W. diſtant fix

Leagues ; ftood out to Sea till Eleven o'Clock,

then wore and ftood in, the Wind fhifting to

N. N. E. The next Morning we fteer'd in

for the Bay, and faw thofe People again ;

but the Wind foon afterwards veering to the

Weftward, and blowing ftrong, we were

oblig'd to bear away : We could not by any

Means come to the Knowledge of thefe Peo-

ple ; whether they are unfortunate Creatures

that have been caft away, or whether they

are Inhabitants about the river Gallegoes, we

can't tell.

Tuesday
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Tuesday the 15th, Fresh Gales, and fair

Weather. This Morning fawthe Land; the

Southmoſt Point bore W. S. W. the North-

moſt Point N. N. E. At Eight faw two

Ledges of rocks, running two Leagues out

from a Point of Land which makes like an

old Caſtle. At Noon the Extreams of the

Land bore W. by N. diftant three Leagues ;

had a good Obfervation, Latitude 49 : 10 S.

Courſe made this twenty-four Hours is N.

by E. half E. diftant 104 Miles, Longitude

in 74 : 05 W.

窗

Wednesday the 16th, At Noon a-breaſt of

Penguin Ifland, not above half a Mile from

Shore. We faw on this Iſland Seals and Pen-

guins without Number, the Shore being en-

tirely cover'd with them. We find the Pen-

guin exactly to anſwer Sir John Narborough's

Defcription ; therefore we beg Leave to give

it the reader in that excellent Navigator's

own Words.
"The Penguin is a Fowl that

"lives by catching and eating of Fish, which

"be dives for, and is very nimble in the

"Water; he is as big as a Brant-Goofe, and

<<

蘩

weighs near about eight Pounds ; they

"have no Wings, but flat Stumps like Fins;

"their Coat is a downy ftumped Feather;

they are blackish Grey on the Backs and

Heads,
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Heads, and White about their Necks and

"down their Bellies; they are short-legg'd

"like a Goofe, and ftand upright like little

"Children in white Aprons, in Companies to-

gether; they are full-neck'd, and headed

" and beaked like a Crow, only the Point of

" their Bill turns down a little ; they will

" bite bard, but they are very tame, and

" will drive in Herds to your Boat-fide like

Sheep, and there you may knock'em on

* the Head, all one after another ; they will

"not make any great Hafte away." We

fteer'd N. W. by N. for the Harbour of Port

Defire: The going into this Harbour is very

remarkable ; on the South-fide lies, one Mile

in the Land, an high peak'd-up rock, much

like a Tower, looking as tho' it was a Work

ofArt fet upfor a Land-mark to ſteer into this

Harbour; this rock is forty Feet high. At

Five O'Clock got into the Harbour; run up

to Seal Island, which lieth about a League

up; here we kill'd more Seal in halfan Hour,

than we could carry off, being oblig'd to leave

the greateſt Part of what we kill'd behind.

The People eating greedily of the Seal, were

feiz'd with violent Feavers and Pains in their

Heads. While we were at Port Defire we

had Seal and Fowl in Abundance. The Car

1

penter
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penter found here a Parcel of Bricks, fome

of 'em with Letters cut in them; on one of

thofe Bricks thefe Words were very plain and

legible, viz. Capt. Straiton, 16 Cannons, 1687.

Thofe we imagine have been laid here from

a Wreck. The Carpenter with fix Men went

in Search of Water; a Mile up the Water's

Side they found Peckett's Well, mention'd in

Sir John Narborough's Book; the Spring is

fo fmall, that it doth not give above thirty

Gallons per Day; but the Well being full,

fupplied us. The People grow very turbu-

lent and uneafy, requiring Flour to be ferv'd.

out; which, in our prefent Circumſtances, is

a moſt unreaſonable request ; we have but

one Cafk of Flour on Board, and a great

Distance to run into the Brazil, and no other

Provifion in the Boat but the Seal we have

kill'd here : Nay, they carry their Demands

muchhigher, infifting that theMarine Officers,

and fuch People as cannot be affifting in

working the Boat, fhall have but half the

Allowance ofthe reft; accordingly they have

pitch'd upon twenty to be ferv'd half a Pound

ofFlour each Man, and themſelves a Pound.

This Diftinction the Half-Pounders, complain

of, and that twenty are felected to be ftarv'd.

While we were at Port Defire, one Day dref-

1

X fing
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fing our Victuals we fet Fire to the Graſs ;

inſtantly the Flames fpread, and immediately

we faw the whole Country in a Conflagra-

tion ; and the next Day, from the Watering-

place, we faw the Smoak at a Diſtance ; fo

that then the Fire was not extinguiſh'd.

Friday the 25th, Little Wind, and fair

Weather, went up to our Slaughter-Houſe in

Seal Island, and took on Board our Sea-ftore,

which we compleated in half an Hour's

Time; turn'd down the Harbour with the

Tide of Ebb ; in the Evening, the Wind at

N. E. could make no Hand of it ; fo bore

away for the Harbour again, and came to an

Anchor.

Saturday the 26th, at Three in the Morn-

ing fail'd out ofPort Defire Harbour ; fteer'd

out E. N. E. At fix Penguin Iſland bore S.

by E. diftant fix Leagues, and Cape Blanco

N. W. by N. four Leagues. This Day I took

my Departure from Cape Blanco ; I judge

the Cape to lie in the Longitude of71. 00 W.

from the Meridian of London.

Monday the 28th, Moderate Gales, and fair.

This Day ferv'd out all the Flour in the

Boat, at three Pound and half each Man.

We have nothing now to live on but Seal,

and what Providence throws in our Way.

Friday,
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Friday, January the 1ft, 1741-2 . Fresh

Gales, and fair Weather, with a great Sea.

At Ten laft Night ſhifting the Man at Helm,

brought her by the Lee, broke the Boom ,

and loft a Seaman over-board. The greate

Part of our Seal taken in at Port Defire,

for want of Salt to cure it there, now ftinks

very much ; but having nothing elfe, we are

oblig'd to eat it.. We are now miferable be-

yond Defcription, having nothing to feed on

ourſelves, and at the fame Time almoft eaten

up with Vermin .

Wednesday the 6th, Departed this Life Mr.

Thomas Harvey, the Purfer ; he died a Skele-

ton for want of Food : This Gentleman pro-

bably was the firft Purfer belonging to his

Majefty's Service, that ever perifh'd with

Hunger. We fee daily a great Number of

Whales.

•

Sunday the 10th, This Day at Noon, in

working the Bearings and Diſtance to Cape

St. Andrew, do find myfelf not above thir-

teen Leagues diftant from the Land ; there

fore haul'd in N.W. to make it before Night.

We faw To-day Abundance of Infeds, par-

ticularly Butterflies and Horfe-fingers . We

have nothing to eat but fome ftinking Seal, and

not above twenty out of forty-three which

X 2 are
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are now alive have even that ; and fuch hath

been our Condition for this Week paft ; nor

are we better off in regard to Water, there

not being above eighty Gallons aboard :

Never were beheld a Parcel of more mifer-

able Objects ; there are not above fifteen of

us healthy (if People may be call'd healthy

that are ſcarce able to crawl. ) I am reckon'd

at prefent one of the ftrongest Men in the

Boat, yet can hardly ftand on my Legs ten

Minutes together, nor even that ſhort Space

of Time without holding : EveryMan ofus

hath had a new Coat of Skin from Head to

Foot : We that are in the beſt State of Health,

do all we can to encourage the reft. At Four

this Afternoon we were almoft tranſported

with Joy at the Sight of Land (having feen

no Land for, fourteen Days before) the Ex-

treams of which bore N. W. about leven

Leagues ; we ran in with it, and at Eight

anchor'd in eight Fathom ; fine Sand about a

League from the Shore ; the Northmoſt Point

bore about N. E. the Southmoſt Point about

S. W.by S. This Day perish'd for want of

Food Serjeant Ringall.

Monday the 11th, At Four this Morning

weigh'd, and came to fail, fteering along

Shore N. E. by E. This is a pleaſant and de-

light-
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lightful Countryto fail by ; we kept within

a Mile of the Shore ; we faw Horfes and

large Dogs in great Numbers, the Shore be

ing perfectly cover'd with them . At Noon

I had a good Obſervation in the Latitude of

38:40 S. At the fame Time faw a-head

Land which I take for Cape St. Andrew's ;

it is a long fandy Point, very low, where a

Shoal runs off S. E. about three Leagues.

Sounded, and had but two Fathom and half

at High-water. When we got clear of this,

we fteer'd N. E. into a fandy Bay, and an-

chor'd there in three Fathom and half, fine

Sand ; the North Point bore N. N. W. the

South Point S. E. by E. Here is a great

Swell, and fhoal- water. This Bay we call

Shoalwater Bay.

Tuesday the 12th, Lying in Shoalwater Bay,

the Wind at S. E. and fair Weather. Having

nothing on Board the Veffel to eat, and but

one Caſk of Water to drink, we put herin

as nigh as we could venture ; ſo that any Per-

fon, who had the leaft fkill in ſwimming,

might get afhore Here runs a pretty large

Surf, which may endanger our Veffel ; this

puts us to a Stand: To go from hence with-

out Meat or Drink is certain Death. A few

of the healthieft were refolv'd to fwim on

Shore,

r
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Shore, to get Water and Provifions ; the Of-

ficers, viz. the Boatswain, Carpenter and

Lieutenant Ewers, to animate the reft, firſt

leap'd into the Water ; eleven of the People

follow'd them ; in this Attempt one ofthe Ma-

rines was unfortunately drown'd : We tofs'd

over-board four Quarter-Cafks to fill with

Water: laſhing to the Cafks two Fire-locks

on each Side, withAmmunition for ſhooting.

When the Officers and People got on Shore,

they faw Thouſands of Horfes and Dogs ;

the Dogs are of a mongrel Breed and very

large. They alſo faw Abundance of Parrots

and Seals on the rocks, but not a Buſh grow-

ing on the Place ; they made a Fire with

Horfe-dung, and fhot a great many Seal,

which they cut up in Quarters to bring a-

board. One of the Water-Cafks being leaky,

they cut it up and converted it into Fuel to

drefs the Seal. They caught four Armadilloes ;

they are much larger than our Hedge-Hogs,

and very like them ; their Bodies are cafed

all over with Shells, fhutting under one ano-

ther like Shells of Armour. In this Country

thirteen of his Majefty's British Subjects put

to Flight a thouſand Spanish Horſe . Horfes

are more Numerous here than Sheep are on

the Plains in Dorfet and Wiltfire. We on

Board
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Board fee Abundance of Seal lying on the

Shore cut up in Pieces ; but the Wind blows

fo hard we can by no Means get at it. We

think ourſelves now worfe off than ever, for

we are actually ſtarving in the Sight ofPlenty.

We have buttwo People on board that can

ſwim ; to give them all the Affiftance we can

the Lieutenant and myſelf with the rest ofthe

People, propoſed to haul the Veſſel nearer in,

and make a raft for one of the two to fwim

afhore on, and to carry a Line to haulfome

of the Seal a-board : With much Entreaty

theſe two Swimmers were prevail'd on to

caft Lots ; the Lot falling on the weakest of

'em, who was a young Lad about fifteent

Years of Age, and ſcarce able to ſtand, we

would not fuffer him to go. While our Bre-

thren were regaling in the fulneſs of Plenty

afhore, we aboard were oblig'd to ſtrip the

Hatches of a Seal-fkin , which has been for

fome Time nail'd on, and made uſe of for a

Tarpawlin ; we burnt the Hair offthe Skin,

and for want of any Thing elfe fell to chew-

ing the Seal-fkin .

Wednesday the 13th, Fine Weather, and

calm . At Six this Morning the Boatswain

fhot a Horfe, and the People a wild Dog.

The Horfe was branded on the Left Buttock

with thefe Letters AR. By this we conjec-

ture
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ture there are Inhabitants not far off. At

Nine veer'd the Boat in, lafh'd the Oars to the

Hatches, and made a Stage to haul upthe

Seal. The People fwam off three Caſks of

Water ; fent on Shore one Quarter-Cafk

more, and two Breakers. Came aboard the

Boatswain, Carpenter, and Lieutenant Ewers ;

and four Men more are getting the Seal and

the Horfe on Board ; which was no fooner in

the Veffel, than a Sea-Breeze came in, and

blow'd fo hard, that we were oblig'd to

weigh ; leaving afhore one Quarter-Cafk,

two Breakers, and Eight ofthe People. The

Wind at E. S. E. and a tumbling Sea, came

to an Anchor about a League off the Shore ;

we fhar'd the Provifions among the Com-

pany ; we ſtill fee the People aſhore, but

can't get them off.

Thurfday the 14th, Hard Gales at E. S. E.

and fair Weather. Laft Night the Sea was

fo great, that it broke the rudder Head off ;

we were doubtful every Moment ofthe Vef-

fel's parting, which if the had, we muſt have

been all ofus inevitably loft. We were oblig'd

to put to Sea, not being able to get the People

off. We fent afhore in a fcuttled Puncheon

fome wearing Apparel, four Muſkets, with

Balls, Powder, Flints, Candles, and feveral

Neceffaries ; and alfo a Letter to acquaint

them
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them of the Danger we were in, and ofthe

Impoffibility of our riding it out till they

could get off.

In Fresh-water Bay, dated on Board the Speed-

well Schooner, on the Coaſt of South Ame-

rica, in the Latitude of 37 : 25 S. Longi-

tude from the Meridian of London, 65:00

W. this 14th Day of January, 1741-2.

T

HESE are to certify the Right Ho

nourable the Lords Commiffioners for

Executing the Office of Lord High Admiral

ofGreat-Britain, &c. That we, whofe Names

are under-mention'd, having nothing left on

Board the Veffel but one Quarter-Cafk of Wa-

ter, were oblig'd to put into the firft Place we

could for Subfiftence, which was in Fresh-

water Bay; where we came to an Anchor, as

near the Shore as we could, without endan-

gering the Veffel, having no Boat aboard, and

a large Surf on the Shore; therefore Mr. King

the Boatswain, Mr. Cummins the Carpenter,

and Lieutenant Ewers, with eleven of the

People, jump'd over-board, in order to fwim

afbore, with three Cafks forWater; in which

Attempt James Greenham was drown'd in the

Surf, off the Shore: The Sea Breeze -coming

Y on,
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on, prevented the People getting on Board

the fame Night; therefore, on Wedneſday

Morning, it being then calm, they brought

to the Beach the Cafks fill'd with Water,

with Seal and other Provifions in great Quan-

tities, which we haul'd on Board. The Boat-

fwain, Carpenter, Lieut. Ewers, and three of

the People [wam off; but the Sea-breeze

coming in, and the Surf rifing, the rest were

difcourag'd from coming off; we haul'd a

good Birth off the Shore, where we lay the

Remainder of the Day, and all the Night.

The Greatness of the Sea broke off our Rud-

der-Head, and we expected every Minute

the Veffel would founder at her Anchor.

Thurfday Morning we faw no Probability

the People coming aboard, and the Wind

coming out of the Sea, and not one Stick of

Fire-wood in the Veffel to dress our Victuals,

and it being every Man's Opinion that we

must put to Sea or perish, we got up a

fcuttled Cafk, and put into it all Manner of

Neceffaries, with four Small Arms lab'd to

the Cafk, and a Letter to acquaint them of

our Danger; which Cafk we faw them re-

ceive, as alfo the Letter that was in it;

they thenfell on their Knees, and made Sig-

uals wishing us well; at which we got under

43

Sail,
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Sail, and left our Brethren, whofe Names are

under-mention'd. Sign'd by

Robert Beans, Lieutenant

John King, Boatswain

John Bulkeley, Gunner

Thomas Clark, Mafter

John Cummins, Carpenter

Robert Elliot, Surgeon's Mate

John Jones, Maſter's Mate

John Snow, ditto

The Names ofthe People left on Shore in the

Lat. of 37:25 S. Long. 65:00 W.

Names.

Guy Broadwater

Samuel Cooper,

Where born.

Blackwall

London

Ipfwich

Southwark

John Duck,

Benjamin Smith,

Jofeph Clinch,
ditto X

John Allen, Gofport

John Andrews,

Ifaac Morris,

Manchester

Topfham

Thoſe People had a good Profpect of get-

ing Provifions, and we believe Inhabitants

are not far off : they have all Neceffaries for

fhooting ;
Y 2
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fhooting; we hope to fee them again, but at

prefent we leave ' em to the Care ofProvi-

dence and the wide World. At Noon fail'd

hence ; at Four in the Afternoon could not

clear the Land, and were oblig'd to anchor in

five Fathom, two Leagues from the Shore ;

the Northmoft Point of Land bore N. E. by

N. and the Southmoft Point S. by W. Hard

Gales at E. N.E. and a great Sea . At Noon

Latitude in 38: 00 S..

Friday the 15th, Fresh Gales at N. N. W.

and a great Sea tumbling into the Bay. We

are not able to ride it out ; therefore, at Four

in the Afternoon, got under fail, and ſtood

off to Sea; the Southmoft Land - bore S. W.

by S. diftant five Leagues.

Monday the 18th, In the Latitude of 36

29 S. the North Point of Fresh-water Bay

bearing S. W. diftant forty-four Leagues, we

went to an Allowance of Water, at a Pint a

Man per Day, having on Board not above

twenty Gallons for thirty-three Souls.

Tueſday the 19th, Little Wind at S. and

clear Weather. At Four this Morning faw

Breakers right a-head ; founded , and found

five Fathom ; faw the Land making like an

Ifland, bearing N. E. by E. diſtant twelve

Leagues ; fteer'd N. for about a Mile or

two i
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two ; fhoal'd the Water from two Fathom to

nine Feet ; then ſteer'd N. N. E. and deepen'd.

the Water to five Fathom. By the Appear

ance of the Land, we are well up the river of

Plate, and do take the Breakers for the Eng-

lib Bank. Steer'd and fail'd all Day E. N. Ē.

along Shore ; in the Evening anchor'd in a

fine fandy Bay ; faw two Men coming down

on Horfeback ; the Boatfwain fwam afhore,

and got up behind one of them, and rode

away to their Caravans . When we made the

Land, we had not one Drop of Water on

Board : Several People fwam afhore to fill

Water; one of ' em, when afhore, drank

very plentifully of Water; in attempting to

come off, was fo weak, that he could not

reach the Veffel, but was unfortunately

drown'd. Got one Cafk of Water aboard,

which reviv'd us exceedingly.

%

Wednesday the 20th, Mr. Cummins and my-

ſelf went afhore ; four of the Inhabitants

came down to us on Horfeback. As I could

talk Portugueze, I fell into Difcourſe with

them. They told me the English were ftill

at War with the Spaniards ; that they had

two fifty Gun Ships up the river of Plate,

and one fixty Gun Ship cruizing off Cape St.

Mary's ; and not above fix Weeks ago a

feventy
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feventy Gun Ship lying at Anchor, parted

from her Anchors and drove on fhore ; that

the Ship was loft, and every Man perifh'd.

They alſo told me they were Spaniards, Caf

tilians, and Fiſhermen ; that they came here

afishing ; the Fifh they took they falted and

dried, then fold them at Buenos Ayres. The

Towntheybelong'd to they call'd the Mount de

Vidia, two Days Journey from hence. I

ask'd them how they came to live in theKing

of Portugal's Land. They faid there were a

great many Spanish Settlements on this fide,

and gave us an Invitation to their Caravan.

We got up behind them, and rode about a

Mile to it ; where they entertain'd us with

good Jurk-Beef, roafted and boil'd, with

good white Bread. We fought to buy ſome

Provifions of them ; but they had none but

twenty-fix Loaves, about as big as Two-

Penny Loaves in England ; which they would

not part with under four Guineas. We be-

ing in a weak Condition, fcarce able to ftand

on our Legs, and without Bread for a long

Time, gave them their Price. Their Patroon

told us at the fame Time, if it ſhould be

known that they had fupplied us, they ſhould

be all hang'd. He promis'd, if we would

give him a Firelock, he would get us fome

1

wild
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wild Fowl, and as many Ducks in an Hour

or two as would ferve all the People aboard.

Mr. Cummins fent for his Firelock, and gave

it him, with fome Powder and Sluggs. On

our coming away, finding one of their Com-

pany miffing with a Horfe, we were appre-

henfive of his being gone to betray us ; there-

fore immediately went on Board, got our

Water in, and made all ready for failing to

the Rio Grand.

Thursday the 21ft , little Wind at N. W. and

fair Weather. At four this Morning got under

Sail ; fteer'd E. N. E. At Twelve faw low

Land ſtretch off to the Eastward, which bore

E. by S. At Four the Tide ofFlood flowing

ftrong in oblig'd us to come to an Anchor in a

large Bay, in eight Fathom Water; the South

Point bore S. S. W. the Eaft Point E. S. E. at

Eight at Night got under Sail, fteering E. S. E.

Friday the 22d, Little Wind at N. and

fair Weather. At Eight this Morning faw

Cape St. Mary's, bearing N. W. diſtant ten

Leagues; at Noon it bore W. S. W. and the

North Land S. E. by E.

Saturday 23d, Little Wind, and calm. In

the Morning, not feeing the Land, ſteer'd

in N. at Noon faw Cape St. Mary's, bear-

ing N. W. diftant ten Leagues ; Latitude per

Obfer-
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Obfervation 34:53 S. At Seven in the Even-

ing, being in Shore, and calm, anchored in

fourteen Fathom Water, fandy Ground ; the

Cape bearing W. by N. and the Northmoſt

Land N. by E. This Day departed this Life

Mr. Thomas Clark the Mafter ; as did alfo

his Son the Day following.

Sunday the 24th, The Wind at S. and hazy

Weather. At Two in the Morning weighed

and came to fail ; fteering N. E. within a

League ofthe Shore. At Three in the After-

noon faw three Iflands ; the Northmoft of

which is the moſt remarkable one I ever be-

held, appearing like a Church with a lofty

Tower; at Four we faw three Iflands more,

fteer'd N.
until we arter W. between thoſe Iſlands,

until we faw the main Land. The moft re-

markable of theſe Iſlands is about four Miles

from the Main : They are all fteep. At

Eight anchor'd in fourteen Fathom , fine Sand.

Monday the 25th, A freſh Gale at E. N. E.

and cloudy Weather. At Nine this Morning

got under Sail, in Order to go back to thoſe

Ilands to get fome Seal, there being great

Numbers on the rocks, and we in great

want of Provifion, with the Wind againſt us.

We tookthe Opportunity of the Wind back

to the Iſlands, but were diſappointed, being

ز not
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not able to get afhore for Provifions, came

to an Anchor in fourteen Fathom, fandy

Ground. Hard Gales at N. N. E. with

Thunder, Lightning and rain all Night.

Tuesday the 26th, This Morning moderate

Gales at N. W. and fair Weather, got under

Sail ; after clear of the Islands,Iflands, fteer'd

N.E. by N. keeping along Shore ; it is a fine

level Land, and regular Soundings fifteen Fa-

thom , five Leagues offthe Land. We have no

Seal, nor any other kind ofFood on Board. We

have a fair Wind, and not far from our de-

fit'd Port : fo that we are inpretty good Spirits.

This Day died the oldeft Man belonging to

us, Thomas Maclean, Cook, aged 82 Years.

Wednesday the 27th, Moderate Gales at W.

fteer'd N. and fail'd all Day within a Ca-

ble's length of the Shore in three Fathom

Water. We have now nothing but a lit-

the Water to fupport Nature. At Noon had

an Obfervation, Latitude in 32 : 40 South : I

reckon myſelf 18 Leaguesfrom the Rio Grand,

and hope to fee it in the Morning.

Thurfday the 28th, Kept the Shore clofe

a-board, and founded every half Hour, not

earing to go within three Fathom, nor keep

without five, failing along by the Lead all

Night. At Six in the Morning faw the

Z Open-
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Opening of the river Grand ; kept with-

in the Breakers of the Bar, having at fome-

times not above feven Feet Water at half

Flood ; ſteer'd N.E. by E. until the river's

Mouth was fairly open ; then ſteer'd N. and

N. N. W. until a-breaft of the Town ; an-

chor'd on the Eaft-fhore in two Fathom Wa-

ter. There prefently came a Boat from the.

Shore, with a Serjeant ofthe Army, and one

Soldier. The Lieutenant, myſelf, and Mr.

Cummins, with Captain Pemberton of the Land

Forces, went on Shore with them . The

Commandant, the Officers, and People of the

Place, receiv'd us in a moft tender and friend-

ly Manner. They inftantly fent on Board to

the People four. Quarters of Beef, and two

Bags of Farine Bread. We were conducted .

to the Surgeon's Houfe, the handſomeſt Ha-

bitation in the Place ; where we were moft

hofpitably entertain'd. At Four in theAfter-

noon the Goveruor came to Town ; after a

ftrict Enquiry into our Misfortunes, and the

realons of our coming into this Port, being

fomewhat doubtful that we might be Infpec-

tors of their Coaft, he began to examine me,

the Lieutenant having reported me to him as

Pilot. He afk'd me if there was a Chart of

the Coaft on Board ; and, if not, how it was

poffible

4

*
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poffible we could hit the Bar, and venture

into fo hazardous a Place as this is told

him, as for a Chart, we had none of any

kind ; but I had a good Obfervation the Day

before, that our Veffel drew but a fmall

Draught ofWater ; that we kept the Lead

always going, and in the Neceflity we were

in, we were oblig'd, at all Events, to ven-

ture ; and ifwe had not feen the Opening of

the river before Night, we muſt have been

compell'd to run the. Veffel afhore He ex-

amin'dme alfo concerning the Places we ftopt

at, from Cape Virgin Mary to this Port, and

more particularly relating to the river Plate.

He was very nice in his Enquiry of our put-

ting in at Cape St. Mary's, and of the Bear-

ings and Diſtance along Shore from thence to

this Port. When he throughly fatisfy'd him-

felf, he embraced us, and bleft himſelf to:

think of our Deliverance, which he term'd a

Miracle. He offer'd every Thing the Coun

try could afford to our relief; the Sick were

order'd to be taken Care ofin the Hofpital :

He took the Lieutenant and the Land Offi-

cers home with him ; and defired the Com→

mandantto fee that the reft of the Officers

and People wanted for nothing. Before he

went he inform'd us, that his Majefty's Ships

7 2 the
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the Severn and Pearl were at Rio Janeiro, in

great Diftrefs ; that they had fent to England

for Men, and could not fail from thence until

the Arrival of the Flota, which would be in

May or June. He also told us, that we ſhould

be difpatch'd in the firſt Veffel which arriv'd

in this Port; for he did not think we could

with Safety go any farther in our own ; and

that there could not be found twelve Seamen

in the Brazils that would venture over the

Bar in her to fail to Rio Janeiro; therefore

he order'd our little Speedwell afhore ; this

Wonder the People are continually flocking

to fee andit is now about nine Months fince

we were caft away in the Wager; in which

Time, I believe, no Mortals have experienc'd

more Difficulties and Miferies than we have.

This Day may be justly ftiled the Day of our

Deliverance, and ought to be remember'd ac-

cordingly.

Sunday the 31st, Little or nothing remark

able fince the Day we came in, only a won-

derful Change in our Diet ; we live on the

beft the Country can produce, and have

Plenty of every Thing. This Afternoon the

Governor, Commandant, and Commiffary,

came on Board, to fee our little Speedwell

they were furpriz'd that thirty Souls, the

Number
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Number of People now living, could be

*ftow'din fo fmall a Veffel ; but that he could

contain the Number which first embark'd

with us, was to them amazing, and beyond

all Belief: They could not conceive how the

Man at Helm could fteer without falling

over-board, there not being above four Inches

rife from the Deck. I told them he fat

down, and clap'd his Feet againſt the rife ;

and fhow'd them in what Manner we fecured

ourfelves. The Governor, after viewing the

Veffel over, told us, we were more welcome

to him in the miferable Condition we arriv'd,

than ifwe had brought all the Wealth in the

World with us. At the fame Time he fully

affur'd us, we ſhould be fupply'd with every

Thing that the Country could afford ; that he

would diſpatch us the firft Opportunity to

Rio Janeiro; and whenever we ftood in Need

of any Thing, he order'd us to acquaint the

Commandant, and our Wants fhould be in-

ſtantly ſupply'd. He then took Leave of us,

and wifh'd us well. All the Deference and

dutiful refpect we could fhow him, to ex-

prefs a grateful Senfe of his Favour, was by

manning the Veffel, and giving him three

Cheers. The next Day arriv'd at this Place

the Brigadier-Governor of the Inland St. Ca-

tharing ;
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tharine; he came close by our Vefiel, we

mann'd her, and gave him three Cheers. The

Soldiers of the Garrison, having twenty

Months Arrears due to them, expected the

Brigadier was come to pay them; but when

they found themselves disappointed, they

Imade a great Diſturbance among themſelves..

I apply'd to the Commandant for a Houſe,)

the Veffel, in rainy Weather, not being fit to

lie in; he order'd me one joining to his own,

and gave methe Key. I took with me Mr..

Cummins, Mr. Jones, Mr. Snow, Mr. Oakley,

and the Cooper ; we brought our trifling

Neceffaries on Shore, and remov'd to our

new Habitation: Here we were dry and

warm ; and tho' we had no. Bedding, we

lodg'd very comfortably. Since the Lofs of

the Wager, we have been uſed to lie hard ;

at prefent we think ourſelves very happily

fix'd, and heartily with that all the Perfons

who furviv'd the Lofs of the Ship were in

fo good a Situation as ourſelves.

Tuesday, February the 2d, 1741-2, Great

Murmurings among the Soldiers ; they de-

tain'd the Brigadier from going back as he

intended this Morning, till he promis'd to

difpatch the Money, Cloaths, and Provifions,

and to fee their Grievances adjuſted. On

thofe
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go;thofe Terms they have agreed he ſhall

and this Evening he return'd for St. Catha-

rine's. We apprehended, till now, that the

right Officers were in Place; but we find

ourfelves miſtaken. Some Time before we

arrived here, there was an Infurrection among

the Soldiers: Their Defign was againſt the

Governor ; but by his Addrefs, and fair Pro-

miſes ofſeeing them righted, he diverted the

Storm from himſelf, and got himſelf conti-

nued in his Station; as were alfo the Major

and Commiſſary. The Soldiers difmifs'd the

reft of the Officers, and fupply'd their Places

with their own People, tho they were lately

private Men; they appear'd very grand, and

were not diſtinguiſh'd in Drefs from the pro-

per Officers. The Disturbance at Rio Grand

is of no Service to us, for we feel the Effects

of it ; our Allowance is now fo fmall that it

will hardly fupport Nature; the People have

been without Farina, which is their Bread,

for ſome Days paſt. We apply'd to the Go-C

vernor, who promis'd to fupply us the next

Day; accordingly we went for a Supply,

which created fresh Murmurings among the

Soldiers ; however we got a fmall Quantity

of Bread to fupply us for ten Days. The

Store-keeper show'd me all the Provifions,

骨

J

which,
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which, confidering there were a thouſand to

drawthei Subfiftence from it, was a fmall

Stock indeed, and not above fixWeeks at the

prefent Allowance. He told me we were

ferv'd equally with the Soldiers ; and when

more Stores came, which they fhortly ex-

pected, our Allowance fhould be encreas'd.

I think, in reafon, this is as much as we can

expect. The Lieutenant not coming nigh us

fince our firft landing, I went with the Peo-

ple up to him at the Governor's, about two

Miles from this Port, to endeavour to pre-

vail with him to get us dispatch'd, acquaint-

ing him of the Call and Neceffity there was

for our Affiftance on Board the two diftrefs'd

Ships at Rio Janeiro. He faid he had ſpoke

to the Governor, and could not get us dif

patch'd
till Veffel came

in.

another
I told

him, as the Garrifon were in want of Pro-

vifions, what we were living on here, would

carry us off; and if any Misfortune fhould

attend the Veffel expected in with the Provi-

fions, we fhould be put very hard to it for

a Subfiftence. He promis'd to acquaint the

Governor; on which I took my Leave.

February the 17th, This Evening came

into this Garrifon three Seamen, giving an

Account of their belonging to a Veffel with

Provi
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Provifions and Stores for this Place, from Rio

Janeiro; that they had been from thence

three Months, and had been off the. Bar

waiting an Opportunity to come in; that not

having any freſh Water aboard, they were

oblig'd to come to an Anchor ten Leagues to

the Southward of this Port ; that a Canoe

was fent with thoſe three Men to fill the

Water, but theWind coming in from the Sea,

and blowing hard, oblig'd the Veffel to put

to Sea, and leave them afhore, from whence

they travelled here, and believ'd the Veffel

was gone to St. Catharine's. The Governor,

not fatisfy'd with their report, took them for

Spies, and kept them as fuch. However,

in a Day or two afterwards, he diſpatch'd a

Pilot and two Seamen for the Island St. Ca-

tharine, to bring the Veffel round, in Cafe

fhe fhould be there.

I took this Opportunity of ſending a Let-

ter by themtothe Honourable Capt. Murray,

Commander of his Majefty's Ship the Pearl,

at Rio Janeiro; defiring them to order it to

be difpatch'd by the firft Ship from St. Ca-

tharine's to the Rio Janeiro.

Honourable Sir,

Take it as a Duty incumbent on me to

acquaint you, that his Majeſty's Ship the

A a
Wager
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Wager was wreck'd on a defolate Iſland on

the Coaft of Patagonia, in the Latitude of

47 00 S. and W. Longitude from the Me-

ridian of London 81 : 30 , on the 14th ofMay,

1741. After lengthning the Long-boat, and

fitting her in the beft Manner we could,

launch'd her on the 13th of October, and em-

bark'd and fail'd on the 14th, with the Barge

and Cutter, to the Number of eighty-one

Souls in all. Capt. Cheap , at his own re-

queft, tarried behind, with Lieutenant Ha-

milton, and Mr, Elliot the Surgeon. After a

long and fatiguing Paffage, coming through

the Streights of Magellan, we arrived here the

28th of January, 1741-2 ; bringing into this

Port alive to the Number ofthirty, viz,

Robert Beans, Lieutenant

John Bulkeley, Gunner

John Cummins, Carpenter

Robert Elliot, Surgeon's Mate

John Jones, Mafter's Mate

John Snow, ditto

John Mooring, Boatswain's Mate

John Young, Cooper

WilliamOram, Capenter's Crew

John King, Boatſwain

Nicholas Grifelbam, Seaman

Samuel Stook, ditto

James
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James Mac Carle, Seaman

William Lane, ditto

John Montgomery, ditto

John George, ditto

Richard Eaft, ditto

James Butler, ditto

Fob Barns, ditto

John Pitman, ditto

John Shoreham, ditto

Thomas Edmunds, ditto

Richard Powel, ditto

Diego Findall (the Portugueze Boy)

Capt. Robert Pemberton, of his Majefty's

Land Forces

Lieutenants Ewers and Fielding, ditto

Vincent Oakley, Surgeon of ditto

And two Marines

All which are living at prefent, and waiting

an Opportunity ofa Paffage in a Portugueze

Veffel, our own not being in a Condition to

proceed any farther, having no Sails, and being

fo bad in all other refpects, that the Gover-

nor will not fuffer us to hazard our Lives in

her ; buthath promis'd to diſpatch us in the

very firſt Veffel that arrives in this Port ;

where we, with Impatience, are oblig'd to

A a 2 tarry.
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tarry. We humbly pay our Duty to Capt.

Leg, praying the reprefentation of this to

him . From

Moft Honourable Sir,

Yours, &c.

Saturday the 20th, Laft Night the three

Seamen which came here, as mention'd be-

fore, with five more of this Place, attempted

to run away with one of the large Boats ;

but they were purfu'd and taken : Their De-

fign was for the river Plate, the Wind then

favouring them. This is evident, that the

Governor was right in his Conjecture, and

did not fufpect them wrongfully ; they are

now Prifoners in the Guard-Houfe. The

next Morning I went to the Lieutenant, de-

firing him to apply to the Governor for a

Pafs and Horfes for myſelf, Mr. Cummins,

and John Young, to go by Land to St. Catha-

rine's and St. Francifco ; where we need not

doubt of a Paffage to his Majefty's diftrefs'd

Ships at Rio Janeiro : That it was our Duty

to haften to their Affiftance : That he, the

Lieutenant, ought, the very Day after our

Arrival into this Port, without any regard

འས་

to



SOUTH SEAS. 181

to Expence and Charges, to have diſpatch'd

a fpecial Meffenger by Land; and
en we

might have been affured of a Veffel before

now. The Lieutenant anfwer'd, he had a

Thought of enquiring at first coming about

what I had mention'd, and of going himſelf,

tho' it cost him fifty Pounds ; but he was in-

form'd it was impoffible to go by Land. I

afk'd him, if fo , how came the Brigadier

from St. Catharine's here? And how do Peo-

ple weekly go from hence thither? As for

Fatigue or Trouble, whoever undertook to

go, he must expect that ; but there was no

Hardship to be encounter'd comparable to

what we had already undergone. We lay

here on Expence to the King, without doing

any Service, and run the Hazard of not only

3 lofing the Opportunity of getting on Board

our own Ships, but perhaps of mifling the

Flota, and of wintering here ; therefore I

beg'd he would entreat the Governor to let

us have Horfes and Guides ; which he pro-

mis'd to mention to the Governor at Dinner,

and fend me his Anfwer in the Afternoon

without fail . I waited with Impatience for

this Anfwer; but the Lieutenant failing in

his Promiſe, was the Occafion of my fending

him this Letter.

SIR
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"
SIR,

I

Am förry you ſhould give me the Liberty

of telling you, you have not diſcharg'd

your Promife, by letting us know the

Governor's Anfwer to what we requeſted :

Which was, at our Expence and Charge, to

go to the Affiftance of his Majeſty's Ships

at Rio Janeiro ; fince which Time I am to

inform you that we are in want of Provifion,

having none of any kind allow'd us Yefter-

day, and but one fmall Fish per Man for

two Days before. The Meaning of which

I believe is owing to you, bythe endeavour-

ing, through the Perfuafions of the Perfons

you confide in, to blacken us, and in fo

vile a Manner, that you feem unacquainted

with the ill Confequence, which may attend

the touching a Man's Character. We know,

and are fully convinced, from what has been

done already, that nothing will be allow'd or

granted us but by your Means : Mr. Cum-

mins and myfelf afk no Favour from you,

but to ufe your Endeavours to get us

Difpatches to the Ships at Rio Janeiro, where

everyMan muft give Account of his Actions,

and Juftice take Place. If I am not miſtaken,

you told me that what we were ſupply'd

with here, was a Bounty flowingfrom the

generous
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generous Spirit of the Governor, and the

Gentlemen of the Place. Ifthis be the Cafe,

we ought to be very thankful indeed. I am

furprized, Sir, you don't fee the Grievances

of the Inhabitants here, and hear the Soldiers

Murmurings for want of their Arrears. If

they ſhould revolt at this Juncture, we ſhall

ſtand a very bad Chance. I must acquaint

you, Sir, the Veffel we came in, is not fo

much out of repair, but that, if you can

get Canvas out of the Store for Sails, we

can make ' em, and get ready for failing in

ten Days Time. And ifthe Veffel expected

here with Supplies comes in afhorter Time,

our Veffel will be ready fix'd for the Ufe

of the Governor ; and if one Veffel fhould

not be large enough to carry us all off, we

can go in Company. I imagine you know of

the Stores being robb'd, and the Diſturbance

among the Soldiers, which muft occafion

Uneafineſs enough, without repeating Griev-

ances, where relief is not to be had. I beg,

Sir, you'll get us dispatch'd with all Expe-

dition to his Majefty's Service, that we may

not lofe the Opportunity of joining the two

Ships and the Flota,

W

SIR, Yours.

+

The
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The next Morning the Lieutenaut came

down on Horſe-back, being the firſt Time of

his appearing among us fince we have been

here, which is above three Weeks ; we went

with him to the Commandant, who promiſed

we ſhould not want freſh Beefand Fiſh ; butas

for Bread, there is none to be got. William

Oram, one of the Carpenter's Crew, died

this Day in the Hofpital.

: March the 6th, For feveral Days the People

very uneafy at the Veffel's not arriving, the

Wind having been fair for above three

Weeks pat, and little or no Provifions in

Store, which makes them doubtful of any to

be difpatch'd to their relief. This Day we

are refolv'd to go by Land, if the Governor

will only allow us a Guide ; we acquainted

the Lieutenant with our refolution ; he went

with me and Mr. Jones to the Governor ;

we obtain'd Leave to go, with the Promiſe of

aGuide . Captain Pemberton, beingatthe Gover-

nor's, defired to go with us ; the Governor

told him the Journey was fo difficult and

tedious, it would be impoffible for him to

encounter with it. The Captain anſwer'd,

that he had a Company on Board his Ma-

Jefty's Ship the Severn, where his Duty call'd

him, and was determin'd, with the Gove

nor's
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nor's Leave, to fhare his Fate with us by

Land ; which was granted . The Governor

told us, notwithſtanding the prefent Scarcity

of Provifions in the Place, that he had fo

great a regard for an Englishman, that

whilft he had any thing for himſelf, we.

fhould not want ; for which we thank'd him,

heartily. This Governor is certainly a Gen-

tleman of a noble generous Spirit of ex--

ceeding Humanity and Goodnefs, and I be-,

lieve him to have a fincere regard for an

Englishman.

Marchthe 9th, This Morning Mr. Jones

wentover with me to the North Side, to make

an Agreement for fix People to go to St. Ca-

tharine's ; while we were here, the Governor

received Letters from St. Catharine's, which

gave an Account of four Veffels on their

Paffage for this Port ; on the News of this

we put by our Journey It was very lucky

we had not fet out on this Journey before

we heard the News : For on the nineteenth

the Veffels from Rio Janeiro arrived, and

brought an Account that the Severn and

Pearl were fail'd from thence for the Inland

of Barbadoes. Thofe Veffels not only

brought the Soldiers Provifions, but alfo a

Pardon.

Bb On



186 A VOYAGE to the

On the 20th, The Brigadier arriv'd,

and had all the Soldiers drawn up, where

their Pardon was read to them : He ac-

quainted them with what Money was

come, which was not above a third Part

of their Arrears, but the remainder was

on the Paffage. The Money he had for

them fhould be paid directly as far as it

would go, if they would take it ; but they

cry'd out with one Voice, The Whole or

none ; and a great Difturbance there was,

fome were for revolting to the King of

Spain, fome began to change their Notes,

and were for taking Part of the Money,

and the reft infifted upon the Whole. To

quell this Difturbance, the Commandant,

whom they look'd upon more than the

Brigadier, or the Governor, ufed his utmoſt

Endeavours. They told the Commandant.

they were no longer Soldiers than while

they were in the King's Pay, and let thofe

who are for the King, draw off one Way

by themselves ; you are our Commander,

we truft in you to anfwer for us, what

you do we will ftand by with our Lives:

On which the Commandant deliver'd . his

Command up, fhouldering his Firelock, and

took the Place of a common Soldier, telling

them,
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them, fince the King was fo good as to

pardon them, he thought it his Duty to

accept it ; the Brigadier was fo well pleafed

with the Behaviour of the Commandant,

that he ran to him, took him in his Arms,

and embraced him ; the reft of the Soldiers

follow'd the Example of their late Com-

mandant, delivering their refpective Com-

mands up to their proper Officers . This

Day, put an End to the Disturbance and

Confufion which had been fome Time among

them, and reftor'd them to Tranquility,

good Difcipline, and Order.

March the 22d, This Morning went to

the Lieutenant for Leave to go in the first

Veffel, which was expected to fail in fourDays

time ; he told me he expected to go in her

himſelf, and that we could not go off all in

one Veffel ; there might be room for the

Officers, but the People must wait another

Opportunity. I told him that it was a Duty

incumbent on the Officers that were in Pay,

particularly, to take Care of the People ;

you, Sir, have been fure of half Pay ever

fince the Ship was loft ; weare not, but Iwill

tarry myſelf behind with the People, and be

anfwerable for them, ifyou'll give me a Note

under your Hand to fecure me the Value ofmy

Bb 2 Pay,
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Pay, from the Lofs ofthe Ship ; otherwife

I don't know any Bufinefs I have but to en-

deavour to get to England as foon as I can,

and will put it out of your Power to prevent

my going off in the firft Veffel. I left the

Lieutenant, and went with Mr. Cummins,

Mr. Jones, Mr. Snow, Mr. King, and Dr..

Oakley to the Governor, to obtain leave :

for our going ; the Lieutenant follow'd us,

and faid, but one half could go at a time.

The Governor told us it was order'd that

the Land Officers, myſelf and the reft that

apply'd to go by Land, fhould be the

firſt diſpatch'd, and might go on board

when we would ; but as the Veffel did not

belong to the King, we must buy Provifions,

and pay for our Paffage. I faid, Sir, we

have not Money to anfwer the Expençe : He

then afk'd me whether I had not feveral

Times apply'd to him for Leave to go by

Land at my own Charges ? I anfwer'd , we

were oblig'd to difpofe of our Watches to

raiſe that Money, which will barely be fuf-

ficient to carry us fix off that intended to

go by Land, therefore what muſt become of:

the reft who have not a fingle Penny ? And

I hope, Sir, that you are not unacquainted

that the King of Great-Britain allows to all

his
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his Subjects, diftrefs'd in this Manner, five'

Vintins per Day to each Man for Subfiftence.:

On my faying this, the Governor call'd the

Commiffary and Major ; he walk'd and talk'd

with them afide ; then came back again, and

told us the Account was fo fmall, that it was

not worth charging the King of England with

it ; therefore we must buy our own Provi-

fions, and pay our Paffage ; and as to what!

we had receiv'd from them, we were wel- i

come ; upon which we thank'd them, and:

came away. We then confulted with the

Lieutenant, to know what could be done

with the People ; and that as the Veffel we

came in was not fit to proceed in any farther,

it was to no Purpoſe to leave her there ;

therefore we defired his confent to fell her,"

believing the Money fhe would bring, would'

be fufficient to carry us all off. To this Pro-

pofal the Lieutenant confented. We then

apply'd to the Maſter of the Veſſel, to know:

what he would have for our Paffage ; his De-i

mand was forty Shillings per Man ; of which

we acquainted the Lieutenant, who told us

he could not fee what we could do, and, on

fecond Confideration, would not give his

Confent to fell the Boat ; for, when fold, he:

did not think he would fetch the Money.

•

•

"

Thofe
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Thoſe Words of the Lieutenant put us all to

a Stand, especially after he

given his Conſent to fell her ;

Time to declare the reverſe,

had but now

and in fo fhort

was very odd ;

tho' indeed it did not much furprize us, be-

caufe this Gentleman was never known to be

over ſtedfaft to his Word. Seeing no Poffi-

bility of carrying he People off without fel-

ling the Boat, I told the Lieutenant, if he

left them behind, I could not think but fo

many of his Majefty's Subjects were fold ;

and believ'd he had made a Preſent of the

Veffel to the Governor. At this the Lieute-

nant paus'd for a while ; and then faid, he

had not Money to carry himſelf off without

felling his Coat. I reply'd, there was no

Occafion for that, when he had a Gold Watch.

The next Morning went to the Lieutenant

again about our going off ; he acquainted us,

that the Brigadier had order'd Things in ano-

ther Manner ; that myfelf, and nine more,

being the Perfons difirous of going, ſhould

be difpatch'd in the firft Veffel, and every

Thing found us ; that he, the Lieutenant,

was to tarry behind with the reſt ofthe Peo-

ple, and to come in the next Veffel, an Efti-

mate of the Charges being made out ; and

alfo he told us, he had a fevere Check for

requesting

2
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requesting to go firſt himſelf, and offering to

leave the People behind.

Sunday, March 28, I embark'd on Board

the St. Catharine's Brigantine, with the Car-

penter, Boatswain, the two Mates, the Sur-

geon of Marines, the Cooper, and fix ofthe

People ; the Provifions laid in for us were

two Cafks of Salt Beef, and ten Alcadoes of

Farina.

;

Wednesday the 31ft, we fail'd for Rio Ja-

neiro, with theWind atW. fteer'd S. E. and

S. E. by E. until over the Bar ; then E. by N.

and E. N. E. with a fine Gale and clear Wea-

ther there is not above two Fathom and

half Water on the Bar atHigh-Water ; when

you are in, it is a fine commodious Harbour.

for fmall Veffels ; it is a low Land ofa fandy

Soil : Here is Abundance offine Cattle ; with

Fresh-water Fish, Melons exceeding good,

Plenty ofWater, and the beft Milk I ever

tafted.

Thurſday, April the 8th, Little Wind at

S. W. and fair Weather. At ten this Morn-

ing anchor'd before the Town of St.Sebaftians.

The Portugueze Pilots, who have been in

England, call the Land here the Isle ofWight;

and indeed it is very like it, tho' not fo large,.

being only eight Miles in Length. This is a

very
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very fecure Harbour for Shipping ; a Stranger

may goin or out without any Difficulty . At

this Place I was afhore, and think it as de-

Hightful and pleaſant a Place as ever I faw in

America ; abounding with Fruit, as Oranges,

Lemons, Bonano's ; alfo with Yams, Pota-

toes, Fifh and Fowl.

Saturday the 10th, Sail'd from St. Sebafti-

ans ; little Wind at S. W. fteer'd out S. E.

between the Ifland and the Main ; and at

Eight in the Morning, on the Monday follow-

ing, we anchor'd before the City of Rio Ja-

neiro.

Tuesday the 13th, This Morning we were

all order'd before the Governor. A Dutch

Surgeon was fent for, who ſpoke very good

English . After an Enquiry into our Misfor-

tunes, the Governor order'd him to be our

Conful ; telling us, that we fhould have a

convenient Houfe, with Firing, and eight.

Vintins a Manper Day Subfiftence-Money :

He alfo defir'd we might make no Diſturbance

among ourfelves ; which we promis'd to avoid."

A Nobleman went with the Conful to look

out for our Habitation ; they fix'd on a large

magnificent Houfe, fit for a Perfon ofQua-

lity. This being the firft Day ofour coming

afhore, they were pleas'd to order a Dinner,

X137
and
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and Supper out of Doors, and fent us where

we were to eat all together. This was the

firft Time of the Boatswain's eating with the

reft of the Officers fince we left Cheap Inland.

The Conful was fo kind as to fend us a Ta-

ble, Benches, Water Pots, and feveral ufeful

Things, from his own Houfe ; we thought

ourfelves very happily feated.

#

•

Wednesday the 14th, This Morning the

Conful went with the Officers and People to

the Treafury for our Money. Mr. Oakley,

Surgeon of his Majefty's Land Forces, was

defired by the Conful to fign for it. The

Boatfwain, who now look'd upon himſelf as

our Captain, was not a little difpleas'd at

this.

2

When the Money was received , the

Conful would have given it the Surgeon to

pay us ; but he excus'd himſelf, telling the

Conful the Boatfwain was a troubleſome

Man, and it might occafion a Diſturbance ;

on which the Conful was fo good as to come

and pay it himself. Being all together, he

told us the Governor had order'd us eight

Vintins a Man per Day ; but at the fame

Time had made a Diftinction between the

Officers and Seamen ; that the Money re-

ceived wasto be paid in the Manner follow-

ing, viz. tothe Seamen fix Vintins per Man,

C c and
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and the Officers ten. The reafon of this

Diſtinction was, that the Seamen could go

to work, and get Money by their Labour ;

when the Officers could not, but must be

obliged to live entirely on their Allowance.

This Diftinction caufed great Uneafinefs, the

Boatswain infifting that the People had a

right to an equal Share with us. The Offi

cers, willing to make all Things eafy, defir'd

the Conful it might be fo. The Conful re-

ply'd, the Money fhould be difpos'd of ac-

cording to the Governor's Direction, or not

at all. The Boatswain then objected againſt

the Cooper, becauſe he was no Officer. The

Conful faid, Mafter ! I believe the Cooper

to be a very good quiet Man, and I dare fay

will take it as the Men do ; but fooner than

this be an Objection, I will pay the Money

out ofmyown Pocket. The Boat/wain then

began at me, abufing me in a very fcanda-

lous and abominable Manner ; faying, among

other Things, that the Cooper was got among

the reft of the Pirates, for fo he term'd me

and the rest of the Officers. Whenthe Mo-

ney was paid, we acquainted the Conful, that

we had, till now, been feparated from the

Boatswain ; that he was of fo perverſe and

turbulent a Temper, and fo abufive in Speech,

that
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that we could not bear with him. The

Boatswain then chofe to be with the People,

and gave us the Preference of the Fore-

room , where we defired to be by ourſelves.

There were two Doors to our rooms we

lock'd both of them, and went to take a

Walk in the Country : At our return in the

Evening, we found the Doors broke open,

and a ſmall Sword belonging to me was bro-

ken an Inch off the Point, and the Scabbard

all in Pieces. The Boatswain had in his

room an Irishman, whom he fent in on Pur-

poſe to quarrel with us. This Irishman and

Richard Eaft, one of our own People, fell

upon the Cooper and me : Eaft chofe to en-

gage with me ; he ſtruck me feveral Times;

he compell'd me to ſtand in my own Defence,

and Ifoon mafter'd him. During this Quar-

rel the Carpenter call'd the Guards ; at Sight

of whom the Irishman made his Efcape. I

defir'd the Guards to fecure Eat a Prifoner,

but the Officer told me he could not, unless I

I would go to Prifon with him. I told him it

was my defire, and accordingly I went. The

Prifon was in the Governor's Houfe. I had

not been there but a few Minutes before the

Governor fent for me; he enquired of the

Officer concerning the Disturbance, and or-

Cc 21 der'd
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der'd me to my Habitation ; but detain'd

Eaft a Prifoner. When I came Home 1 found .

the Boatswain, and two renegadoes with

him, all about the Cooper. On feeing me,

he repeated his former abufive Words. He

made us fo uneafy in our Lodging, that, to

prevent Murder, we were oblig'd to lie out

of the Houfe. Next Morning Mr. Oakley

and Mr. Cummins went to the Conful ; he

came with them to the Houfe, where we .

were all fent for ; he told us it was very

ftrange, that Feople , who had undergone fo

many Hardships and Difficulties, could not

agree lovingly together. We anſwer'd, we

never us'd to mefs together ; and fooner than

we would be with the Boatswain, we would

make it our Choice to take a Houfe in the

Country at our own Expence. The Eoat- :

fwain, on hearing this, fell again into his uſual

Strain of Slander and abuſive Language, cal-

ing us rogues, Villains, and Firates. It was

the Governor's firſt requeſt, that we might

have no Disturbance among us ; yet the Boat--

fwain hath not fuffer'd us to have a quiet

Minute fince we have been here. The Con-

ful went with us two Miles out of the City,

at a fishing Village ; where we took a Houfe,

at our cwn Expence, to pay at the rate of

ten
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ten Shillings per Month, there being ſeven of

us in all, viz. myſelf, the Carpenter, Sur-

geon, the two Mates, the Cooper, and a

Seaman. Here we thought ourſelves fafe

and fecure. The next Day, in the After-

nbon, 'two of the Boatswain's Friends, which

had lately deferted from his Majesty's Service,

and an Irish Clerk with them, came to pay

us a Vifit. They were fo impertinent, as

not only to enquire into the reasons ofthe

Diſturbance among ourſelves, but they alſo

inftructed us in our Duty, telling us, they

came from our Commander the Boatfwain,

with Orders to fee our Journal. I told them

the Journal ſhould not be a Secret to any

Perfon who could read ; but at the fame

Time I would never part with it to be copied

out : They then drank a Glafs of Punch with

us and left us. This is a Place that a Man

is oblig'd fometimes to fuffer himſelf to be

ufed ill ; if he refents all Affronts, he runs a

great Hazard of lofing his Life ; for here ruf-

fians are to be hired at a finall Expence ; and

there is no Place in the World where People

will commit Murder at fo cheap a rate. Be-

tween Nine and Ten at Night, three People,

cameto our Door ; one of which knock'd,

telling us that he was the Perfon that was

with
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with me and the Cooper in the Afternoon,

Being apprehenfive that they came with no

good Intent, we refus'd opening the Door ;

telling them, that it was an improper Seaſon

ofthe Night, and thatwe did not knowthey

had any Bufinefs with us ; if they had, we

told them to come in the Morning : But they

ftill infifted upon the Door being open'd ;

faying, it would be better to do fo, than to

be taken away in three Hours Time. When

they had faid this, they went away. We did

not know the Meaning of their Words, but

imagin'd they were gone to bring fome Affo-

ciates to befet the Houfe ; having nothing to

defend ourfelves with, we got over the Back-

Wall of the Houfe, and took to the Country

for Safety : In the Morning apply'd to the

Conful, who remov'd us to a Houſe in the

Midft ofthe Village ; he gave an Account to

the Inhabitants ofthe Defign the Boatswain

had form'd against us, either to compel us to

deliver up the Journal, or to take our Lives ;

he therefore defired that the Journal and Pa-

pers might be depofited in the Hands of a

Neighbour there, till the Time of our going

off. The People of the Place offer'd to ftand

by us with their Lives, in Oppofition to any

Perfons
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Perfons who ſhould attempt to do us an In-

jury.

Sunday the 18th, Early this Morning we

were fent for to the Conful. He faid to us,

Gentlemen, as the Lives of three of you are

in Danger, and I don't know what Villany

your Boatfwain may be capable of acting, in

regard to your Peace and Safety ; I'll endea-

vour to get you three on Board a Ship bound

for Babia and Lifbon ; accordingly he went

to the Captain of the Ship, who confented

that we ſhould go with him, on theſe Con-

ditions, that the Governor would give us a

Pafs, and that we would work for our Paf-

fage; this we agreed to : After this we re-

quefted the Governor for a Pafs, which he

was fo good as to grant, and is as follows.

Nas



200 A VOYAGE to the

+

Nas Fortelafas fedeixem paffar.

A 30 Abril, 1742.

Podem pafar par Portugal em

qualquer Nao que felle ofrefer

Jemque che ponba Impedimento

algum Babia, 19 Mayo, 1742 .

DIZEM.Joan Bock, & Joan Cummins,

E como

e Joan Menino, Inglezes de Nafao, e Ca-

zados em Inglaterra, em quetemfuas Mulleres e

Fillios, quefeudo Officais de Calafate, e Conde

ftavel, & foneiro, de Imadas Fragatas Inglezas,

dado a Cofta do Patagonia, chefefivel a porta-

rem, a Oporto do Rio Grande, donde felbedeo

faculdadepara paffarem aefta Cidade.

Naferma do Regimendo de fon foberano Nao

venfem foldo, algum defde otempo, que Nao

Pagau detta Fragata, felbes fas prefis a paſſa-

rem a Inglaterra, para poderem tratar de

fua vida em Compania defuas Familias ; para

oghe pretendem na Naude Lifenfia paffar a

Citade da Bahia, para da hi Opoderemfarer

para Lisboa, na primera ocafiao, que che for

pofivell
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pofivel, e fim defda Nao podem intentar dito

transporte.

Quaime fedigne dar che Lifenfia

que nas Fortalefas felbe nas

ponha Impedimento a fua

Paflagem, Come e Costume

aos Nacionaes decte Reyne.

A. ROVE.

The foregoingin English thus.

Rio Janeiro Grand.

From all the Forts let them paſs.

April 30, 1742.

JOH

That they may pass to Por-

tugalin anyVeffel that offers

itſelf, withoutanyHindrance

whatever, to Bahia, May

19, 1742.

HN Bocli, [Bulkeley] John Cummins,

and John Young, of the English Nation,

and married in England, where they have

D d Wives
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Wives and Children, the one being an Offi-

cer, the other a Carpenter, and the third

Cooper ofthe Ship, being an English Frigate,

arrived on the Coaft of Patagonia; and at

their Arrival in the Great river, i. e. Rio

Grand, Leave was granted them to come to

this City; and as in the Service of his Ma-

jefty, they do not advance any Money, from

the Time that they paid off the faid Ship,

they are obliged to pass to England, that they

be enabled there to feek their Livelihood

for their refpective Families : Therefore they

defire that they may paſs in the Licenſe Ship

to the City of Babia, that they may from

thence go to Lisbon, by the firft Opportunity

that fhall offer; and that without the faid

Ship they will not be able to perform their

intended Defign.

may

Leave is hereby granted them

to paſs by the ſaid Ship for

Babia; and we command

all the Forts to let them

pafs, and not hinder their

Paffage, as is the Cuſtom

of the Nation of this King-

dom .

A. ROVE.

The
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The following is a Copy of the Sollicitor's

Certificate.

ISTO be bara que todos fabem que osSen-
bores Abaixo Nomeados y bem mal afortu-

nados, nefta Cidade de Rio Janeiro fe compor--

tarao com toda aboa Dereyfao nao dando efcan-

dalo Apefoa Alguma e Sao Dignos deque Joda

pelloa pofa os favorefer emoque for de Ajudo

para Sigimento de fua Viagem omais breve pof-

frvelpara Huropa.

Hoje 1 de Mayo de 1742 .

John Bulkeley.

John Cummins.

John Young.

A fim que Affiney efte Papel

Como Procurador Sofil da

Nafao Britanica.

Pedro Henriques Delaed.

In English thus.

Thefe Prefents

E it known to all Perfons, that the un-

B
der-figned are in a deplorable Condi-

tion in this City of Rio Janeiro ; who have

Dd2 behaved
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behaved themſelves with Decency and good

Decorum, not giving any Scandal to any

Perfon whatſoever, and are worthy that all

People may have Compaffion, and fuccour

them in forwarding their Voyage with all

Expedition to Europe.

The 1st ofMay, 1742.

1.1

John Bulkeley.

John Cummins.

John Young.

I have fign'd this Paper as a

Solicitor of the British

Nation .

Pedro Henriq; Delaed.

Tuesday, May the 20th, This Evening my-

felf, the Carpenter, and Cooper, went on

Board the St. Tubes, one ofthe Brazil Ships,

carrying twenty-eight Guns, Theophilus Orego

Ferrara Commander, bound for Babia and

Lisbon. The People left on Shore were.

John Jones, Mafter's Mate

John Snow, ditto

Vincent Oakley, Surgeon

John
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John King, Boatswain

Samuel Stook, Scaman

John Shoreham, ditto

John Pitman, ditto

Job Barns, ditto

Richard Eaft, ditto

Richard Powell, ditto

Wednesday the 21st, Early this Morning the

Captain came on Board ; on feeing us, he

afk'd us, How we came on Board without

his Leave? Notwithſtanding he gave Leave

to the Conful for our Paffage, we ought to

have waited on him afhore . There was on

Board the Ship a Spaniſh Don, a Paffenger,

who told the Captain no Englishman fhould

go in the fame Ship with him; therefore de-

fired we might be turn'd afhore ; but the

Captain infifted upon doing what he pleas'd

aboard his own Ship, and would not comply

with his requeſt. The Spanish Don, when

we came to converſe with him , was very

much mov'd with the relation of our Mif-

fortunes; and faid to us, though our royal

Maſters, the Kings of England and Spain,

are at War, it was not our Fault; that we

were now on Board a Neutral Ship belonging

to a King who was a Friend to both Nations ;

that
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that he would not look upon us as Enemies,

but do us all the Service he could. He ex-

toll'd the Conduct and Bravery of Admiral

Vernon at Porto-Bello ; but, above all, ap-

plauded him for his Humanity and generous

Treatment of his Enemies. He made great

Encomiums on theMagnificence of the British

Fleet, and the Boldneſs and Imtrepidity of the

Sailors, ftiling the English the Soldiers of the

Sea. He fupplied us in our Paffage not only

with Provifions from his Table, but alſo with

Wine and Brandy ; and during the whole

Voyage appear'd fo different from an Enemy,

that he took allOpportunities of giving us

Proofs of his Generofity and Goodneſs.

Friday the 7th ofMay 1742, This Morn-

ing anchor'd before the City of Bahia, went

on Shore to the Vice-roy, fhew'd him the

País we had from the Governor of Rio

Janeiro: He told us the Pafs was to diſpatch

us to Lisbon, and that the firſt Ship which

fail'd from hence would be the Ship we

came in; we petition'd him for Provifions,

acquainting him of our reception at Rio

Grand, and Rio Janeiro, that we had hitherto

been ſupply'd at the rate of eight Vintins

each Man per Day. He refufed fupplying

us with any Thing; upon which I told him,

we
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we had better been Priſoners to the King of

Spain, who would allow us Bread and

Water, than in a Friend's Country to be

ftarv'd. The Captain ofthe Ship we came

in, hearing the Vice-roy would not ſupply

us, was fo kind as to go with us to him,

acquainting him how we were provided for

at Rio Janeiro, and that he would fupply

us himſelf, if he would fign an Account to

fatisfy the Conful General at Lisbon, ſo that

he might be reimburs'd. The Vice-roy

anfwer'd, he had no Orders concerning the.

English, that he had Letters from the King

of Portugal his Mafter to fupply the French,

but had no Orders about any other Nation,

and if he gave us any thing, it must be out

of his own Pocket, therefore he would not

fupply us ; The Captain then told him that

we were Officers and Subjects to the King

of England, and in Diftrefs ; that we did

not want great Matters, only barely enough

to fupport Life, and begg'd that he would

allow but four Vintins per Day, being but

half the Sum hitherto allow'd us. The Cap-

tain's Intreaties avail'd nothing, the Vice-

roy continuing as fix'd in his refolution of

giving us no relief; I don't believe there

ever
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ever was a worſe repreſentative of royalty

upon the Face of the Earth, than this Vice-

roy; His royal Mafter the King of Portu-

gal is very well known to have a grateful

Affection for the British Nation (nor can

we believe he is fo Frenchify'd as this Vice-

roy makes him) his Deputy differs greatly

from him, he has given a Proof of his Aver-

fion to the English. We think Perions in

the Diſtreſs we were reprefented in to him,

could in no Part of the World, nay in an

Enemy's Country, be treated with more

Barbarity than we were here ; We work'd

here for our Victuals, and then could get

but one Meal per Day, which was Farina

and Caravances. At this Place we muſt

have ſtarv'd, if I had not by me fomet

Money and a Silver Watch of my own,

which I was oblig'd to turn into Money to

fupport us. I had in Money fourteen Guineas,

which I exchang'd with the Captain who

brought us here for Portugueze Money;

He at the fame time told me it would be hard

upon me to be fo much out of Pocket,

and faid if I would draw a Bill on the Con-

ful General at Lisbon for the Sum, as if fup-

ply'd from him, upon the Payment of that

Bill,
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Bill, he would return me my fourteen Gui-

neas, accordingly a Bill was drawn up by

an English Merchant at Babia, and fign'd by

us, being as follows :

N

OS abaixo afignados Joam Bulkeley,

Joam Cummins, & Foam Young Vaf-

falos de fua Magg de Brittanica El-Rey

Forge Segundo, declaramos que temos recebido

da mam do Snor' Cappam de Mar e Guerra

Theodorio Rodrigues de Faria a coanthia de

Corenta eloatro Mil e Oito Centos reis em

dinheiro decontado comque por varias vezes,

nos Socorreo para o Noflo Sustento des o dia

17 de Mayo proximo paffado athe odia Pre-

zente, por Cuja caridade rogamos a Deas

conceda mera faud Born fuccefia e por efte

pedimos humildeme te ao Snor Conful Geral da

Mefma Nacao que Aprenzentado que efte

Seja nao' duvide em Mandar Sattis fazer

as fobredito fnor Cappam de Mar e Guerra

a refferida coanthia vifto fer expendida em

Obra pia e que o Efiado da noja Mizeria

epobreza tre nao pode pagar e por paffar na

Verdade o Refferido e nao fabermos Efere-

verpedimos a Gabriel Prynn komem de Negocio

nta Cidade e Interprete de Ambas as Lingoas

E c 015
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ou Idofmas que este por Nos fizfe e Como

Testemunha Afignafe.

Sas 44 800 re Bahia 14 Setembro 1742.

John Bulkeley.

John Cummins.

John Young.

Como Teftamunha que fiz a rogo dos Sobreditos,

Gabriel Prynn.

The foregoing in Engliſh thus,

WECummins, and John Young, Subjects

E the underſign'd'John
Bulkeley, John

of his Majefty King George the Second, King

of Great-Britain, do declare to have re-

ceived from the Honourable Captain of Sea

and Land, Theodore Rodriques of Faria,

the Sum of forty-four-thouſand and eight

hundred Rees, * in ready and lawful Money,

by different Times, for our Support and

Succour from the 17th of May Inftant tothis

prefent Date : And, for the faid Charity, we

implore the Almighty to grant him Health

and Profperity. And on this Account, we

humbly defire the Conful of the fame Nation,

that, by theſe Prefents, he may not omit

giving full Satisfaction to the above men-

tion'd

* None ofthis Money was ever paid.
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tion'd Captain of Sea and Land, for the

faid Sum, it being employed on a very Cha-

ritable Account, being in a deplorable Con-

dition , and not able to repay the Same ;

And we not knowing in what Manner to

write, to acknowledge the above Favours,

have defired Mr. Gabriel Pryn, a Merchant

in this City and Interpreter of both Lan-

guages, that he may act for us ; and we leave

it to him to do in this Affair as it hall

ſeem meet unto him ; and as a Witneſs to

this Matter he hath fign'd his Name.

Say 44 100. Babia the

1742.

14th September ,

John Bulkeley,

John Cummins,

To the Veracity of the

have fign'd my Name.

John Young.

above Affertion I

Gabriel Pryn.

Since our being here, we have been in-

form'd of one of his Majefty's Ships with

three Store-Ships being arriv'd at Rio Ja-

neiro, fupply'd with Stores and Men for the

relief and Affiftance of the Severn and Pearl

(which were fail'd before in January last

for Barbadoes) and that our People were

E e 2
gone
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gone on board of them, and bound for the

Weft-Indies.

Here is a very good Bay for Ships to

ride in , with the Wind from the E. S. E.

to the Northward and Weftward back

to the S. W. and Wind to the Southward,

which blows in, and makes a very great

Sea. At the Eaft Side coming in, ftandeth

Point de Gloria, where is a very large Forti-

fication, with a Tower in the midft ; from

this Point the Land rifes gradually ; about a

League from hence is the City of Babia ;

it is furrounded with Fortifications and

equally capable of defending it againſt any

Attempts from the Sea or Land.

Provifions here of all kinds are exceffive

dear, eſpecially Fish, this we impute to the

great Number of Whales that come into

this Bay, even where the Ships lie at Anchor ;

the Whale Boats go off and kill fometimes

feven or eight Whales in a Day. The Fleſh

of which is cut up in fmall Picces, then

brought to the Market Place, and fold at

the rate of a Vintin per Pound ; it looks

very much like coarfe Beef, but inferior to

it in Tafte. The Whales here are

at all equal in Size to the Whales in Green-

land, being not larger than the Grampus.

After
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After living here above four Months with-

out any relief from the Governor or the

Inhabitants, who behaved to us as ifthey

were under a Combination to ftarve us, we

embark'd on board the St. Tubes with our

good Friend the Captain who brought us

from Rio Janeiro ; we fail'd from Babia the

11th of September for Lisbon, in Company

with one of the King of Portugal's Ships

of War, and two East-India Ships ; but the

St. Tubas not being able to fail fo well as

the other Ships, loft fight of them the firſt

Night. About 70 Leagues fromthe Weſtward

of Madeira, we bent a new Forefail ; within

two or three Days afterwards, we had a

very hard Gale ofWind, fcudding under the

Forefail, and no Danger happening to the

Ship during this Gale . When the Windhad

ceas'd, and we had fair Weather, the Captain,

after the Evening Mafs, made an Oration to

the People, telling them that their Deli-

verance from Danger in the laft Gale of

Wind, and that the Ship though leaky mak-

ing no more Water than before, was owing

to their Prayers to Nueftra Senhora Boa

Mortua and her Interceffion . That in Gra-

titude they ought to make an Acknowledg-

ment to that Saint for ftanding their Friend

ine
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in time of Need. That he himself would

fhew the Example by giving the new Fore-

fail, which was bent to the Yard, to the

Saint their Deliverer ; accordingly one of

the Seamen went forward and mark'd out

thefe Words on the Sail, Deal efta Trinckado

pour noftra Senhora Boa mortua (which is as

much as to fay) I give this Forefail to our

Saint the Deliverer from Death. The Sail

and Moneycollected on this Occafion amount-

ed to upwards of twenty Moidores.

On Monday the 23d of November, in the

Latitude 39 : 17 North, and Longitude

6:00 W. that Day at Noon the Rock

of Lisbon bearing S. by W. diftant fixteen

Leagues ; we fteer'd E. S. E. to make the

Rock before Night. At Four o'clock it

blew a very hard Gale, and right on the

Shore ; the Ship lay to under a Forefail with

her Head tothe Southward ; at Six it blew

a Storm, the Forefail fplitting, oblig'd us

to keep her before the Wind, which was

running her right on the Shore. The Ship

was now given over for loft, the People all

fell to Prayers, and cry'd out to their Saints

for Deliverance, offering all they had in the

World for their Lives ; and yet at the fame

time neglected all Means to fave themſelves ;

they
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they left off pumping the Ship, though the

was exceeding leaky. This Sort of Proceed-

ing in time of Extremity is a thing unknown

to our English Seamen ; in thofe Emergencies

all Hands are employ'd for the Preſervation of

the Ship and People, and, if any of them fall

upon their Knees, ' tis after the Danger is over.

The Carpenter and myfelf could by no

Means relish this Behaviour, we begg'd the

People for God's fake to go to the Pumps,

telling them we had a Chance of faving our

Lives, while we kept the Ship above Water,

that we ought not to fuffer the Ship to fink,

while we could keep her free . The Captain

and Officers hearing us preffing them fo

earneftly, left off Prayers, and intreated the

Men to keep the Pumps going, accordingly

we went to pumping, and preferv'd our-

felves and the Ship : In half an Hour after-

wards the Wind ſhifted to the W. N. W. then

the Ship lay South, which would clear the

Courfe along Shore had the Wind not ſhifted ;

we muſt in an Hour's time have run the Ship

a-fhore. This Deliverance, as well as the

Former, was owing to the Interceffion of

Nueftra Senhora Boa Mortua : On this Oc-

cafion they collected Fifty Moidores more,

and made this pious refolution , that, when

the
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the Ship arriv'd fafe at Lisbon, the Fore-

fail, which was ſplit in the laft Gale ofWind,

ſhould be carried in Proceffion to the Church

of this grand Saint, and the Captain ſhould

there make an Offering equal in Value to

the Forefail, which was reckon'd worth

eighteen Moidores.

On Saturday the 28th of November, we ar-

rived at Lisbon ; and on the next Morning

every Perſon who came in the Ship, ( except-

ing the Carpenter, myſelf, and the Cooper)

Officers, Paffengers, the Spanish Don himſelf,

and all the People, Men and Boys, walk'd

bare-footed, with the Fore-fail in Proceffion ,

to the Church of Nueftra Senhora Boa Mcr-

tua ; the Weather at that Time being very

cold, and the Church a good Mile diftant

from the Landing-Place. We Engliſhmen,

when we came afhore,, went immediately on

the Change. I was pretty well known to fome

Gentlemen of the English Factory. When I

inform'd them that we were three ofthe un-

fortunate People that were caft away in the

Wager, and that we came here in one of the

Brazil Ships, and wanted to embrace the firſt

Opportunity of going to England ; they told

me, that the Lieutenant had been before us ;

that he was gone home in the Packet Boat,

and
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and left us a very indifferent Character. Í

anfwer'd, I believ'd the Lieutenant could give

but a very bad Account of himſelf, having

kept no Journal, nor made any remarks

fince the Lofs of the Ship, nor perhaps be-

fore ; that we doubted not but to acquit our-

felves of any falfe Accufations, having with

us a Journal, which gave an impartial re-

lation of all our Proceedings. The Journal

was read by ſeveral Gentlemen of the Facto-

ry, who treated us, during our Stay at Lisbon,

with exceeding Kindneſs and Benevolence.

On the 20th of December, we embark'd

onBoard his Majefty's Ship the Stirling-Caftle

for England: Here we had again the Happi-

nefs of experiencing the Difference between

a British and a Foreign Ship, particularly in

regard to Cleanlinefs, Accomodation, Diet

and Difcipline. We met with nothing ma-

terial in our Pafiage, and arrived at Spithead

on the ift of Jannary, 1742-3. Here we

thought of nothing but going afhore im-

mediately to our Families ; but were toldby

the Captain, we must not ftir out of the

Ship till he knew the Pleaſure of the Lords

of the Admiralty, having already wrote to

them concerning us. This was a very great

Affliction to us; and the more fo becaufe

F f we
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we thought our Troubles at an End. The

Carpenter and myſelf were in View of our

Habitations; our Families had long given us

over for loft; and, on the News of our Safety,

our relatives look'd upon us as Sons, Huf-

bands, and Fathers, reftor'd to them in a mi-

raculous Manner. Our being detain'd on

Board gave them great Anxiety; we endea-

your'd to confole 'em as well as we could ;

being affured, that we had done nothing to

offend their Lordships ; that, if Things were

not carried on with that Order and regula-

rity which is strictly obferv'd in the Navy,

Neceffity drove us out of the common road.

-Our Cafe was fingular : Since the lofs of the

Ship, our chiefe ft Concern was for the Pre-

fervation of our Lives and Liberties; to ac-

complish which we acted according to the

-Dictates of Nature, and the beſt of our Un-

derſtanding.

Note, Here ends that Part of the Journal

which wasprinted in London.
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A Copy of a Letter fent to their Lord-

fhips, whilst under Confinement on

board his Majefty's Ship the Duke, lying

at Spithead, in January, 1743.

My Lords,

W

E Humbly beg leave to acquaint your

Lordships, That as Subjects of England

we are return'd to our Country, in order for

Tryal : Had we been guilty ofany Misdemeanors

or Crimes on the High-Seas, or inferior Parts,

as Subjects weſhould be calledto Account, try'd,

acquitted or condemned. Which is all we want

and request. From your

Lordships most dutiful and

Obedient Servant, J.B.

Shortly after this came an Order for Liber-

ty, at which I thought it my Duty to wait

on their Lordships with the Journal ; after

it was fent in, waited upwards of ten Days

for an Anſwer, at our own Expence and

Charge ; receiving none, we apply'd to the

EofWwhotold us the Journal was

too large ever to be perufed, and time would

hardly permitthe looking of it over ; there-

fore order'd it to be return'd again, and

farther, order'd us to draw up a Narrative

Ff2 from
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from it, giving an Account ofthe Lofs ofthe

Ship, the Murder of the Midshipman, the

Confining the Captain, and the leaving him

behind ; which was all that was wanted and

requested.

This Narrative was drawn up, and con-

cluded with thefe Words,

My Lords,

W ·

E Have written this Narrative as

fhort as we could, in doing ofwhich, we

bavefrictly complied with the Defire ofthe Un-

fortunate Capt. Cheap, whofe last Injunction was

to give afaithful Narrative to your Lordships.

We have writ it without Favour or Prejudice,

and whereverit is deficient, do referto the four-

nal. After the unfortunate Lofs ofthe Wager,

we knew ifever Providence ſhould bring us to

our Country again, that we should be call'd to

Account, therefore have omitted nothing materi

al, at least, in our Journal. From

Your Lordships moft

dutiful, and obedient,

Receiving no Anſwer to this, I thought it

myDuty to write to their Lordships for Try-

al, and to this Purpoſe :

My
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My Lords,

W

EHumbly pray your Lordships to admit

us to Tryal whilst the Witnefes are on the

Spot, left they shouldbefeparated in feveral Ships

and diftant Parts, and we ſhould be called to

Account in their Abfence, which would be of.

the worst Confequence to us. ·

From your Lordships moſt

dutiful and obedient Servant,

1

*

John Bulkeley.

At which their Lordships were pleaſed to

fix a Dayfor examining all the Officers late

belonging to the Wager. The Gentlemen

appointed to make Enquiry into the whole

Affair, were three Commanders of Ships,

of diftinguish'd Merit and Honour. How-

ever it was afterwards concluded not to ad-

mit us to any Examination till the Arrival

of the Commodore, or elfe Capt. Cheap, and

to exclude us till that Time from ſerving his

Majefty, or receiving anyWages.

*
After this we were offer'd a confiderable

Sum by the Bookfellers of London, to pub-

lith our Journal to the World ; this wewould

not attempt nor prefume to do, without ac-

quainting their Lordships ; for which Pur-

pofe I writ in the Manner following.

My
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My Lords,

WEHumbly begLeave to acquaintyourLord-

Ships, that we are offer'd a confiderable

um by the Bookfellers ofLondon, for the Co-

Py of our fournal, to publish it to the World;

notwithstanding Money is a great Temptation to

People in our Circnmfances, ftill we are deter-

mined to abide by your Lordships Refolutions.

Fromyour Lordships most obedient Servant, &c.

A

I received for Anfwer by one ofthe Mef-

fengers, " That theJournal was our own, and

"that their Lordships would have nothing

" to do with it, fo you may do as you will

" with it." I thought this Anſwer was

Leave fufficient, on which I went to publiſh-

ing the Journal, which fome People in the

World have condemned me for ; had I not

wrote to their Lordships for Leave, they

might have blamed me. After publiſhing

the Work, we were toldby many, that we

were to be hang'd for Piracy in coming away

with the King's Long-boat without the Capt.

and alfo for mutinying, and not bringing

him home with us. There was one great

good Man th
gave his Judgment in our

Favour, fo far as to fay,Shewas not the King's

Long-boat; giving thefe reafons : At the firft"

wrecking

〃

2
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wrecking ofthe Wager, they cut their Mafts

away, which rendered them incapable ofhoift-

ing her out; but fome Time after the Cap-

tain gave Orders to his Officers and People to

go off to the Wreck and bring the Long-boat

on Shore. They obey his Orders, go off to

the Wreck, faw the Gunnel down, launch

the Boat, and bring her on Shore ; when

there, the Captain orders her to be haul'd

up at a proper Place for lengthning; his Or-

ders are obey'd ; after which he orders the

Carpenter to faw her afunder ; the Carpen-

ter goes to work, obeys the Captain's Orders ;

now, it is to be obſerved, that the Long- boat

is in two Parts, and by Capt. Cheap's Orders ;

by which Orders, he has not only made her

uſeleſs to the whole Body of the People

on the Island, but as uſeleſs to himſelf as the

Wreck in the Sea, and by his own Orders :

But the Carpenter, with the Affiftance ofthe

People, have gone into the Woods, cut their

own Timber, faw'd their own Plank, and

brought her into a Pofition of 23 Tuns. I am

farther to obferve, that at that Time, when

the King's Ship was loft, that the Pay ceaſed,

and it might as well have been told them

that they had no right to take up any Part

of the Wreck of his Majefty's Ship that float-

ed
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ed a longthe Shore, in Order to be delivered

from this Ifland, becauſe it is the Wreck of

theKing's, Ship ; and, if ſo, the Subject has not

a right to fave his life by it: In regard to

Mutiny, it was defired to be known, whether

the Officers and Seamen belonging to his

Majefty's Ship Ruby, who feized their Captain

on Board the Ship for the Murther of Sir

John Dindly Goodyer, his Brother, and deli-

vered him up to the Mayor of Bristol, where

Mutineers? thefe People were in Pay to the

Government; andwhether the Officers and Sea-

men of the Wager on that defolate Iſland, out

of Pay ofthe Government, had not as much

reaſon to confine Captain Cheap for the Death

of Mr. Cozens, and deliver him up to Captain

Pemberton of His Majefty's Land-forces ? This

I leave to the Candid to judge, which were

the greateſt Mutineers ofthe two ?

About two Years after the Journal was pub-

liſhed, I had an Offer made me by fome Gen-

tlemen of the City of London, to go down to

Plymouthin Order to bring up to London the old

Saphire man ofWar, a forty Gun Ship, purchaſ-

fed bythöfeGentlemen for a Privateer : This was

the first offer made of getting into Bread fince

my Arrival in England which I thought it my

Duty to accept; the fame Duty bound me

to
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to trouble their Lordships for Leave, and ac-

cordingly writ a Letter to this purpoſe.

I

My Lords,

Humbly beg leave to acquaint your Lordships,

that I have an Offer made me by fome Gen-

tlemen ofthis City, which I think my Duty to

accept, and at the fame Time would not accept

or attempt to go abroad with out acquainting

your Lordships, left your Lordships ſhould i-

magine Ihad flown from Justice; I am willing

and defirous of abiding by the strictest Tryal

of my Conduct in Regard to Captain Cheap, and

hope to live to fee him Face to Face : But in the

Mean-time do hope Iam not to be left on the

Earth to perish, when I can be of Service to my

- King, my Country, and Family.

Your Lordfhips moft

dutiful, and obedient, &c. J. B.

On this I received their Lordships Protec-

tion, in the following Words, viz.

Br the Commiſſioners for executing the Office

of Lord High Admiral of Great Britain

and Ireland, &c. and of all His Majefty's Plan-

tations, &c. A

You are hereby required and directed not to

G g impre
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imprefs into His Majefty's Service Forty Men,

to bring the Old Saphire Man of Warfrom

Plymouth to the River Thames, to fit out for a

Privateer, John Bulkeley, Commander, belong-

ing to her, provided their Names, Ages, and

Defcriptions be inferted on the other Side hereof,

and that they do not belong to any ofHis Majef

ty's Ships; and in cafe this Protection fhall be

foundabout any other Perfon, producing thefame

upon his own Account, then the Officer who finds

it is herebyftrictly charged and required to im-

prefs the faid Perfon, and immediately tofend the

Protection to us. And we do hereby direct that

this Protection, for the fecuring the fore-menti-

oned Perfons, and them only, from the Prefs, fhall

continue inforcefor Six Weeks (to Protect them

in their Pallage in the Ship from Plymouth to

London) from the Date hereof, and no longer.

Given under our Hands, and the Seal of the

Office of Admiralty, this eleventh Day ofJune,

One Thousand Seven Hundred and Forty. Five.

To all Commanders andOfficers ofHis Majesty's

Ships, Prefsmafters, and all others whom it doth

or may concern.

By Command of their

Lordships,

The. Corbett.

A. Hamilton,

G. Anfon,

H. Legge.

After
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After receiving the above, I proceeded for

Plymouth, there took charge and fix'd the Ship

with Jury Mafts, mufter'd forty Men, and ten

Guns. Inthe middle ofJuly fail'd in Com-

pany with three Sail bound for London, the

Mafters whereof engaged with me not to Part

Company, being doubtful of falling in with

two French Dogger. Privateers, which had

done a great Deal of Mifchiefin the Channel.

The next Morning about Six o'Clock, it

being littleWind, the Starts bearing N.N.W.

faw the two Privateers in chafe of three Ships

to the S. in about two Hours after they left

offtheirChace, and haul'd theirWind, in order

to ſpeak with us; at which the three Sail be-

ing within me, haul'd their Wind in order to

run their Veffels on fhore : on this I bore

down to the Privateers, run the ten Guns

out ofthe ſtarboard Side, and as foon as with-

in Gun fhot hoifted the King's Colours and

fired a Shot, which they did not regard, by

not hoifting any Colours ; at which I ordered

the Men below to get all ready at once to

haul all the lower Deck Ports up, by doing

which we'll give themto believe we are in a

Man ofWar, and by having Jury Mafts, will

think that we loft them in an Engagement or

bad Weather; as foon as they acquainted me

-

Gg 2 they
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they were ready, I order'd them to haul up,

and fired another Shot, which had the defired

Effect, for they inftantly hoifted Swedish

Colours, andtack'd from us ; by which Scheme

fix Sail of Merchant Veffels were faved from

being taken ; the Privateershadeach aHundred

and Seventeen Men on Board. To the Fact

of this . I refer to the St. James's Evening Poft,

it being publiſhed there. In about ten Months

after this Captain Cheap arrived in England

fromFrance:TheAccounthegaveofhisProceed-

ings, and the Perils and Dangers he went thro'

after he was left by us, is as follows, viz,

*
WHENthe Long- boat and Cutter were

gone, the Captain, and thoſe who were

left with him, propoſed to paſs to the North-

ward inthe Barge and Yawl ; But the Wea-

ther was fo bad, and the Difficulty of fub-

fifting fo great, that it was two Months af-

ter the Departure of the Long-boat before

hewas able to put to Sea. But as it has been

already faid, the Place where the Wagerwas

caft away, was not a Part of the Conti-

nent, but an Ifland at fome fome diſtance

from the Main, which afforded no other Sorts

ofProvifion but Shell-fifh, and a few Herbs

and as the greateſt Part of what they had

gotten
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gotten from the Ship was carried off in the

Long-boat, the Captain and his People were

often in great Neceffity, efpecially as they

chofe to preferve what little. Sea-provifions

remained, for their Store when they ſhould

go to the Northward. During their refi

dence at this Iſland, which was by the Sea-

men denominated Wager's Ifland, they had

now and then a ftraggling Canoe or two of

Indians, which came and bartered their Fish

and other Provifions with our People. This

was indeed fome little Succour, and at ano-

ther Seafon might perhaps have been great-

for as there were feveral Indian Huts

on the Shore, it was fuppofed that in fome

Years, during the height of Summer, ma-

ny of theſe Savages. might refort thither to

er ;

fish.

Upon the 14th of December, the Captain

and his People embarked in the Barge and

the Yawl, in order to proceed to the North-

ward, taking on board with them all the

Provifions they could amafs from the Wreck

of the Ship ; but they had fcarcely been an

Hour at Sea, when the Wind began to

blow hard, and the Sea ran fo high, that

they were obliged to throw the greateſt Part

of their Provifions over-board, to avoid im-

meditate
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mediate Deſtruction . This was a terrible Mif-

fortune, in a Part of the World where Food

is fo hard to be got : However, they ftill

perfifted in their Defign, putting on Shore

as often as they could to feek Subfiſtance. But

about a Fortnight after, another dreadful Ac-

cident befel them, for the Yawl funk at an

Anchor, and one oftheMen in her was drown-

ed ; and as the Barge was incapable of car-

rying the whole Company, they were now re-

duced to the hard Neceffity of leaving four

Marines behind them on that defolate Shore .

But they ftill kept on their Courſe to the

Northward, ftruggling with their Difafters,

and greatly delayed by the Perverſeneſs ofthe

Winds, andthe frequent Interruptions which

their Search after Food occafioned ; Till at

laft, about the End of January, having made

three, unſucceſsful Attempts to double a

Head-land, which they fuppofed to be what

the Spaniards called Cape Tres Montes, it was

unanimouſly refolved to give over this Expe-

dition, the Difficulties ofwhich appeared in-

fuperable, and to return again toWager Ifland,

where they got back about the Middle of

February, quite difheartned and dejected with

their reiterated Diſappointments, and almoft

perifhing with Hunger and Fatigue.

However,
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However, on their return they had the

good Luck to meet with feveral Pieces of

Beef, which had been waſhed out of the

Ship, and were fwimmingin the Sea. This

was a moft feaſonable relief to them , after

the Hardſhips they had endured : And to

compleat their good Fortune, there came,

in a fhort Time, two Canoes of Indians, a-

mongft which was a Native of Chiloe, who

fpoke a little Spanish ; and the Surgeon, who

was with Captain Cheap, understanding that

Language, he made a Bargain with the Indi

an, that if he would carry the Captain and

his People to Chiloe in the Barge, he fhould

have her, and all that belonged to her for

his Pains. Accordingly, on the 6th ofMarch,

the eleven Perfons to which the Company

was now reduced, embark'd in the Barge

on this new Expedition ; but after having

proceeded for a few Days, the Captain and

four of his principal Officers being on Shore,

the Six, who together with an Indian remain-

ed in the Barge, put off with her to Sea, and

did not return.

By this Means there were left on Shore

Captain Cheap, Mr. Hamilton, Lieutenant of

Marines, the Honourable Mr. Byron, and Mr.

Campbel, Midshipmen, and Mr. Elliot, the Sur-

gcon.
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geon. One would have thought their Dif-

treffes had long before this Time been inca-

pable of Augmentation ; but they found, on

reflection, that their prefent Situation was

much more difmaying than any Thingthey

had yet gone through, being left on a defo-

late Coaſt, without any Provifion, or the

Means of procuring any ; for their Arms,

Ammunition, and every Conveniency they

were Maſters of, except the tattered Habits

they had on, were all carried away in the

Barge.

But when they had fufficiently revolved in

their own Minds the various Circumftances

of this unexpected Calamity, and were per-

fwaded that they had no relief to hope for,

they perceived a Canoe at a Distance, which

proved to be that ofthe Indian, who had un-

dertaken to carry them to Chiloe, he and his

Family being then on Board it. He made

no Difficulty of coming to them ; for it

feems he had left Captain Cheap and his

People a little before to go a fiſhing, and

had in the mean Time committed them to

the Care ofthe other Indian, whom the Sail-

ors had carried to Sea in the Barge. But

when he found the Barge gone and his Com-

panion miffing, he was extreamly concerned,

and
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and could with Difficulty be perfwaded that

the other Indian was not murdered ; but,

being at laft fatisfied with the Account that

was given him, he ftill undertook to carry

them to the Spanish Settlements, and (as the

Indians are well fkilled in fishing and fowl-

ing) to procure them Provifions by the

Way.

About the middle of March Captain Cheap

and the Four that were left with him, fet

out for Chiloe, the Indian having procured a

Number of Canoes, and gotten many ofhis

Neighbours together for that Purpoſe . Soon

after they embarked, Mr Elliot the Surgeon

died, fo that there now remained only Four

of the whole Company. At laft, after a very

complicated Paffage by Land and Water,

Captain Cheap, Mr. Byron, and Mr. Campbel,

arrived in the Beginning ofJune at the Iſland

of Chiloe, where they were received by the

Spaniards with great Humanity ; but, on Ac-

count of fome Quarrel among the Indians,

Mr. Hamilton did not get there till two

Months after. Thus, above a Twelvemonth

after the Lofs oftheWager ended this fatiguing

Peregrination, which by a Variety of Misfor-

tunes diminished the Company from Twen-

ty to no more than Four, and thofe too

brought fo low, that, had their Diftreffes con-

Hh tinued
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tinued but a few Days longer, in all Proba-

bility none of them would have furvived.

For the Captain himself was with Difficulty

recovered

and the reft were fo reduced by

the Severity of the Weather, their Labour,

and their Want of all kinds of Neceffaries,

that it was wonderful how they fupported

themſelves fo long. After fome Stay at

Chiloe, the Captain and the Three who

were fent to Valparaifo, and thence to St.

Jago, the Capital of Chili, where they conti-

nued above a Year : But on the Advice of

a Cartel being fettled betwixt Great-Britain

and Spain, Captain Cheap, Mr. Byron, and

Mr. Hamilton, were permitted to return to

Europe on board a French Ship. The other

Midshipman, Mr. Campbel, having changed his

religion, whilft at St. Jago, chofe to go back

to Buenos Ayres with Pizarro and his Offi-

cers, with whom he went afterwards to Spain

on board the Afia ; and there having failed

in his Endeavours to procure a Commiffion

from the Court of Spain, he returned to En-

gland, and attempted to get reinftated in the

British Navy ; and has fince publiſhed a

Narration of his Adventures, in which he

complains ofthe Injuftice that had been done

him, and ftrongly difavows his ever being in

the
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the Spanish Service : But as the Change of

his religion, and his offering himself to the

Court of Spain, (though not accepted) are

Matters which, he is confcious, are capable

of being inconteftably proved ; on theſe two

Heads, he has been entirely filent.”

After Capt. Cheap's Arrival as above rẻ-

lated, on reading an Advertiſement in the

News-Paper, I found there was an Order

for all the Officers and People of the Wa-

ger that werein England to repair on board

Admiral Steward, in order to give their De-

pofitions in for a Court-Martial, to be held

concerning the Lofs of his Majesty's Ship

the Wager. I being then in London, fent

into their Lordships to acquaint them that

on reading the Advertiſement, I was going

to Portfmouth, in order to comply with their

Directions. I was anfwer'd by one of the

Meffengers, it was very well. The next Day

being on the Royal-Exchange, a Gentleman

which was one of the Procters of Doctors-

Commons, afk'd me what News now our

Captain was come home ? I told him I was

going to Portfmouth to the Court-Martial :

He then afk'd me if I knew nothing more

than the Advertiſement for the Court-Mar-

tial? I told him no ; at which he told me,

Hh 2 that
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that the Monday before the Advertiſement

was publiſhed, there were four Meffengers

difpatch'd fromthe Marſhal ofthe Admiralty,

in order to take up the Lieutenant, Boat-

fwain, Myſelf and Carpenter. On this I re-

ply'd, if that is Fact, I will go and deliver

my felf up to the Marfhal here in Town ;

finding me fix'd in my refolution, he defi-

red me to go and dine at the Paul's-Head

Tavern in St. Paul's Church-Yard, where the

Deputy Marſhal was to dine that Day, ac-

cordingly I went, and after Dinner apply'd to

him, defiring to know his Opinion in regard

to the Officers of the Wager, as their Cap-

tain was come home ; for that I had a near

relation which was an Officer that came in

that Long-boat to the Brazil, and it would

give me Concern if he fhould fuffer ; His

Anfwer was, that he believ'd we should be

hang'd ; to which I replied, for God's Sake

for what, for not being drown'd ? And is a

Murderer at laft come Home to be their Ac-

cufer? I have carefully perufed the Journal, and

can't conceive that they have been guilty of

Piracy, Mutiny, nor any Thing else to de-

ferve it. It looks to me, if fo, that their

Adverfaries have taken up Arms against

the Power of the Almighty, for deli-

yering them. At which he faid, Sir, they

have
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have been guilty of fuch Things to Captain

Cheap whilft a Prifoner, that I believe the

Gunner and Carpenter will be hang'd, if no

Body elſe. As I was not known to him,

on theſe Words, I told him, then I was one

of the Men that muft fuffer, for that I was the

unfortunate Gunner of the Wager: After he

was convinced, he told me, I was then be-

come his Priſoner; he had me to his Houſe,

where I was confined until the reft of the

Officers were brought up to Town, which, as

foon as they came up, he wrote to their Lord-

hips to inform them, that he had us all in

Cuftody; but that I had delivered my felf up

to him here in Town ; defiring their Lord-

fhips farther Directions concerning us. The

Anfwer received was, to fend us to Portsmouth

and there to deliver us up on Board Admiral

Sterward, to take a receipt, and to take parti-

cular Care that the Gunner and Carpenter did

not make their efcape. After on Board of

Admiral Steward, we were told we were to

be hang'd, nay, not a Letter came from any

of our Friends, but there were thefe Words

mentioned, you are to be hang'd! When the

Captain came down to Portsmouth, fome of

my Friends waited on him, defiring to know

what he had to alledge against us ? His Antwer

was, Gentlemen, I have nothing to fay for nor

ogainst
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against the Villains, until the Day ofTryal, and

then it is not in my Power to be offfrom hang-

ing them. This Expreffion occafioned the

whole Place to believe it would be fo. On

the Sunday following we were had up to Pray-

ers, where there was a great Congregation,

the Text was taken out of the Pfalms,

Them thatgo down to the Deep, and occupy their

Bufinefs ingreat Waters, fee the Works ofthe

Lord.

In the Latter Part of this Sermon, thefe

Words were apply'd ; " Men fhould not feed

"themfelves up in vain Notions or Expecta-

" tions of a reprieve or Pardon, for how of-

<< ten areMen deceived even at their laft Mo-

" ments? And Men that have feen fo many

"Providences ofthe Divine Being, it's not tobe

" doubted but they are prepared, &c."
:

Hearing this Sermon gave us fome reaſon

to think, that we were to fall bythe Violence

ofPower, contrary to the Laws of our Country.

In the Evening ofthe fame Day we were in-

formed by the Maſter and Gunner ofthe faid

Ship, that acertain Gentleman had fent Word

that we might have the Privilege of Pen, Ink

and Paper until the Day of Tryal, which was

to be on the Tuefday following, and that he

had made a refolution, that no Man after Sen-

tence
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tence of Death ſhould be indulged with it

on any Account.

·

All this we imagined was done on purpofe

to intimidate us, to retract from the Truth

which was publiſhed to the World : But our

great, good and juft God fupported and

ftrengthened our Faith to bear with theſe In-

fults from Men. The next Day in the Morn-

ing came on Board the Judge Advocate, in

order to take our Depofitions for Tryal. When

I was fent for, I was afked for a Depofition

concerningthe Lofs, of His Majefty's Ship the

Wager; I made Anfwer, Sir, I am furpriſed

that you fhould offer to afk me for a Depo-

fition whilft a Prifoner. Sir, this is not the

firſt, but the fecond Time to your Knowledge,

that I have been confined on this very Occafi-

on; I always thought, or at leaft the Laws of

my Country tell me, that when a Man is a

Priſoner, he muſt be accufed ; and I take my

Accufer to be Captain Cheap, expecting you

was come here on purpofe to have given me

his Charge, to prepare myfelffor Tryal against

him . The Marthal's Anfwer was, Sir, this

Court-Martial is only to know how the Ship was

loft , therefore you must give me your Defofition

in Regard to it. I answered, Sir, that is made

mention ofin a very particular Manner inthe

Journal
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Journal that is publiſhed, and by the Truth

of which Book I ſtand or fall. He made

Anfwer, Sir, that does not avail, you must

give it us from under your own Hand Writing,

I reply'd, if I do, Sir, I muſt take it from the

Journal; which I did. The next Day came

on the Tryal, where Captain Cheap alledged

the Lofs of the Ship on Lieutenant Robert

Beans by not fetting the Main-top-fail, and

letting go the Anchor, according to his Orders.

However it was proved by fome of the Offi-

cers there, the Impoffibility of it. After being

examined about the Lofs of the Ship, was or-

der'd by the Court to withdraw ; ſome time af-

ter was order'd into Court again, where was

read, We do Honourably acquit Captain David

Cheap, with theReft ofhis Officers, from the Lofs

ofHis Majefty'sShip theWager, exceptingLieu-

tenant Robert Beans, who has difobey'd his Cap-

tain'sOrders, by notfetting the Main-top-fail, and

letting go the Anchor, as ordered ; however, in

Regard tohis Hardſhips and Misfortunes, do alfo

acquit him with a Reprimand from the Court.

In this Day's Proceedings we beheldthe great

and glorious Power of theAlmighty, in plead-

our Caufe, and defending us from falling by

the Violence ofMen. In about a Week's time

after, I went to Landon, and writunto their

Lordships
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Lordships for Wages, receiving no Anfwer,

apply'd to fome of their Lordships in Per-

fon, one of which was pleaſed to aſk me if

I was not one of the Men that published the

Book ? I made Anfwer, I was ; to this he

replyed, " How dare you prefume to touch

a Gentleman's Character in fo publick a

" Manner as you have done ? Do you think

" that Captain Cheap has nothing to ſay in

" Vindication of his Character ? He will

" no doubt call you to an Account for it :

" We have not heard as yet, what he has to

Charge you with, therefore no Wages, nor

" any Thing elfe can be done for you, unleſs

<c

cc

a Hearing from him." I made Anſwer,

My Lord, I was honourably acquitted with

him, and the Book that is published has put

it out of the Power of Captain Cheap to al-

ledge any Thing againſt us. His Lordſhip

anfwer'd, I wish you may clearyour Pointin it.

The next Morning I delivered a Letter

to his Lordſhip, as follows,

My Lord,

P

ASSyour Lordship's Goodness was pleafed to tell

me Yesterday, that no Wages could be paid,

nor any Thing elfe done for me, until a Hear-

ing from Captain Cheap ; therefore do most

humblypray and befeechyourLordship, to intercede

Ii

•

with
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with their Lordships, ifthere is to be a fecond

Tryal, that I may not be kept in Sufpence, being

prepared for every Thing that Captain Cheap

bas to alledge against me; praying Leave to fub-

feribe myself,

Your Lordships moſt dutiful and

Obedient bumble Servant, J. B.

On this Letter their Lordships were pleaf-

ed to order the Wages to be paid to the

Time the Ship was loſt.

I take this Opportunity, to recommend

to the candid reader, the perufal of that ex-

cellent Book, entitled, The Chriftian Patern,

or, The Imitation of Jefus Chrift, by Thomas

á Kempis ; which Book I brought with me

through the various Scenes, Changes, and

Chances of the Voyage, and Providence

made it the Means of comforting me.

One Thing more, I pray to recommend to

the Natives of N. America, who are troubled

with fo many terrible Gufts of Wind, Thun-

der and Lightning, being convinced (notwith-

ſtanding I have heard feveral fay to the con-

trary) that they must have a panick Fear,

which, whether they have or not, let me

defire that they would make ufe of this ſhort

Prayer
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O God! moft Mighty, O Lord ! moft Holy,

andmoft mercifulFather, Thou moft worthy Judge

eternal, fuffer us not, at our laft Moments, for

any Pains ofDeath, to departfrom Thee. Theſe

Words, fincerely ufed, will bring a Man's

Thoughts home to his Maker.

Shortly after receiving the Wages for the

Wager, I was made Mafter of the Royal

George Cutter, employed in his Majefty's Ser-

vice. I think it my Dutyto make publick the

following Order, in order to convince fome

People in the World, that I was not thought

altogether unworthy to ferve, giving full

Satisfaction to the Gentlemen my Employers.

This Cutter was about feventy Tuns, had

60 Men, 10 Carriage Guns, 16 Swivels, and

rowed with 18 Oars.

Admiralty Office 11th July, 1746. Mr.

Bulkeley, Mafter ofthe Royal George Cutter ;

Sir,

I

HAVE received and read to My Lords

Commiffioners ofthe Admiralty your Let-

ter ofYesterday's Date, reprefenting that the

Royal-George Cutter has been readyfor the Sea

Some Time, and am commanded by their Lord-

Ships tofignify their Direction toyou to proceed

with her to Plymouth, and on your Arrival

there,
I i2
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there, to apply toCommiſſioner Vanbrughforfur-

ther Orders. Iam your Servant,

C. Ofborn, d.

Notwithstanding my thus being appoint-

ed to the Command ofthe faid Cutter, yet,

I afterwards, upon maturely confidering it,

declined the Service ; fhe being too ſmall

to bear the Sea ; which was verify'd in her

Cruife, for the founder'd in the Bay of

Biscay, and every Man in her was drowned.

About this Time arrived in England Sa-

muel Cooper, John Andrews, and Ifaac Morris,

three of the Men left on the Coaft of Pate-

gonia, as mentioned Page 160, the Narrative

they gave
of their Sufferings, is as follows :

ANARRATIVE ofthe Diftreffes, &c. ofEight

ofthe Crew ofthe Long Boat, who were left on

Shore by the Lieutenant ofthe Wager on an

uninhabited Part ofPatagonia, mentioned in

this Book, Page 160, andtakenfrom the Ac-

count of Ifaac Morris (one ofthe Men) who

arrived in England, July, 1746.

Onthe 14th of January, 1741-2 , the Wind

blew hard at E. S. E. and we faw our

Veffel ftretching further off, and foon after

we received, in a fcuttled Cafk, a few Ne-

ceffaries,
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ceffaries, with Ammunition, and a Letter *

to acquaint us of the rifque they ſhould run

in lying near the Shore, and that they were

obliged to ftand farther off for their own

Safety till the Weather ſhould be more fa-

vourable. Next Morning we expected they

would have ſtretch'd in for the Land ; but,

to our great Surprize, we faw the Schooner

with her Enfign hoisted at the Topping-lift,

and under Sail from us.

The difmal Apprehenfion we were under

at fuch an unexpected Stroke, appeared plain-

ly in our Countenances, and are much ea-

fier to be imagin'd than deſcribed. We found

ourſelves on a wild defolate Part of the

World, fatigued, fickly, and deftitute of Pro-

vifions. 'Tis true we had Arms and Ammu-

nition, and, whilft that lafted, made a toler-

able Shift for a Livelihood . The neareſt in-

habited Place we knew of was Buenos-Ayres,

about three hundred Miles to the N. W.

but at prefent we were in a very poor Condi-

tion to undertake fuch an hazardous Journey, '

being fo miferably reduced by our tedious

Paffage thro' the Streights ofMagellan. No-

thing remained but to commit ourſelves to

kind

* See p. 162, for the Reasons for leaving

thefe unhappyMen afhore.
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kind Providence, and make the beſt of our

melancholy Situation, till we had recruited

ourfelves.

8

We were in Number eight who were thus

abandoned by our Crew, for whofe Preferva-

tion we rifqued our Lives, in ſwimming afhore

for Provifions. Our Names were Guy Broad

water, Samuel Cooper, Benjamin Smith, John

Duck, Jof. Clinch, John Andrews, John Allen,

and myſelf. After deliberating upon our un-

happy Circumftances, and comforting each

other with imaginary Hopes, we came to a

refolution of taking up our Quarters on the

Beach where we landed, till we fhould

grow strong enough to undergo the Fatigue

of a Journey to Buenos- Ayres. The Weather

being very favourable, we took up our Lodg-

ing in a Trench near the Sea-fide, quite ex-

pofed, without any Covering but the Hea

vens. Here we ſtay'd about a Month, du-

ring which Time we lived upon Seal , which

were very plenty, and which we knocked

down with Stones after we had cut off

their retreat, by getting between them and,

the Sea. Here was likewife plenty of freſh

Water, from a ſmall Spring which rofe out

ofthe Trench ; fo that, at the Month's End,

we had pretty well recover'd ourſelves, and

concluded
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concluded upon laying in a Stock of Provi-

fions for our Journey to Buenos-Ayres.

Having provided ourſelves each with a

Knapfack, which we made of Seal-fkin, in

the beſt Manner we could, we put into it

as much dried Seal as we could carry, and

their Bladders we filled , with Fresh Water,

which ferved us for Bottles. We took our

Mufkets and Ammunition with us, and, thus

accoutred, we ſet out on our Journey about

the Middle of February ; and , that we might

proceed with the more Certainty, we were

determined to keep cloſe to the Sea-fide till

we ſhould come to the Mouth of the River

Plate. The first two Days we travelled about

fixty Miles, but could meet with no freſh

Water, befides what we brought with us,

the Country being fcorch'd with Drought,

and the rains not yet fet in. Our Water be-

ing near expended, we were afraid to proceed,

left we ſhould perish for want of more ;

fo, after a few Debates, we agreed to return

back to our old Quarters, and wait till the

rainy Seaſon. We were two Days and a

half on our return, after which we employ'd

ourſelves in building a Sort of Hut under a

Cliff adjoining the Sea-fide, to fecure us from

the Inclemencies ofthe Weather. Here we

tarried three Months, during which Time

our
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our Food was Seals and Armadillos, which

was the only Provifion to be met with here,

except Sea-weed, which we fometimes made

ufe of with our Meat inftead of Bread. The

Seal here differ from thoſe which I have ſeen

in other Parts, both in Size and Make.. The

Males are the Bignefs of a good Calf ; their

Neck is fhaggy ; their Head and Face is

fomewhat like a Lion's. The Females are

like Lioneffes before, but their Hair is fmooth

all over like an Horfe's, whereas the Male

is fmooth only on his hinder Parts. From

the hinder Part grow two large Fins like

Feet, and two more out of the Breaft, by

Means of which they can climb rocks and

Precipices, tho' they delight chiefly to lie

afleep near the Shore. Some are fourteen

Feet long, and very fat ; but in general

they are about eight Feet : The Fleſh ofthe

young ones is almoft as white as Lamb, and

tolerable good Eating. From the Shoulders

to the Tail they grow tapering like Fiſh ; and

when the Females give fuck to their Young

they fit upon their Fins, which grow out of

their hinder Part. Their Hair is of different"

Colours, looking very fleek when they come

firft out ofthe Sea.

The Armadillo is as big nearly as a fmall-

Sucking- Pig, the Body of it pretty large

It
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It is inclofed in a thick Shell, which guards

all its Back, and comes down on both Sides,

mecting under the Belly, leaving room for

the four Legs ; the Head is finall, with a

Nofe like a Hedgehog, and a pretty long.

Neck, which it thrufts out before its Body

when it walks, but on any Danger the draws

it in under the Shell, and, thrufting in her

Feet, fhe lies ftock-fill like a Land Turtle,

and tho' you kick her about ſhe will not

move herſelf. The Shell is jointed in the

Middle of the Back, fo that the can turn

the fore Part of her Body which Way fhe

pleaſes ; the Feet are like thofe of a Land

Turtle, and it has ftrong Claws, with which

it digs Holes in the Ground, and burrows in

them like a rabbit. Its Flefh is very good

Eating, and taftes much like a Turtle.

Nothing remarkable happen'd to us in

thefe three Months. Our Provisions, ſuch as

they were, were not very difficult to be pro-

cured, and we were fupplied with Fire-wood

enough from a fmall Wood or Coppice a-

bout feven Miles from us. We feldom fail-

ed ofbringing home fomething every Night,

and generally had a hot Supper. We paf-

1 fed our Time as chearful as poor Fellows

in our Circumftances could. But we knew

we could not take up this Place for our fet-

Kk tled
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tled Abode, and there was no Likelihood of

any Inhabitants near us, nor for many Miles

round could we perceive the leaft Traces of

any ever having been there ; and 'twas to no

Purpoſe to expect the Sight of any Veſſel off

at Sea ; for, it being a deep Bay, and fhoal

Water, no Ships ever put in there, unless

forced by Strefs of Weather, and then they

muſt be wrecked. Nothing remain'd for us

but to make a fecond Attempt for the river

Plate; for, if we fhould march to the Inland

Country in queft of Inhabitants, poffibly we

fhould meet with infuperable Difficulties in

finding the Way back again to what I may,

call our Home ; whereas if we kept our

Courfe along the Sea-fhore we could not err...

For which reafons we refolved upon another

Attempt by the fame rout, and, having laid

in our Stock of Seal, Armadillos, and fresh

Water, towards the latter End of May, we

fet forward once more..

In three Days we travelled about ſeventy

Miles ; when towards Night, there came on

a violent Storm of rain, Thunder and Light-

ning, which continued the whole Night :

We had a plain open Country, and no Place

of Shelter could be found ; we had nothing

to cover us but a Seal-fkin Jacket, were half

dead with Cold, and afraid how our Provi

fions
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ons would hold cut ; for we met with no

Supplies of any Kind by the Way. To

proceed farther was only lengthening our

Journey back again, which we feared, would

we

fhould ftill pufh on. There had been the

ftricteft Harmony and Good-nature between

us till now ; but now we were like to have

difagreed even to parting. Some were for

pufhing forward, be the Event that it

might; and ' twas with Difficulty they were

perfwaded not to divide. However, upon a

reprefentation of the great Diftance we were

as yet from the Mouth ofthe river, and the

Improbability of meeting with Supplies of

Provifion bythe Way, our Debates ended,

and we jointly concluded on making the

beft of our Way back to our Hut, having,

been a fecond Time difappointed in our At-

tempt.

be the Confequence at laft, even thould"

After being arrived at our old Quarters,

we began to confult what Meafures to take

for our Security from the Inclemencies of the

Weather, and to provide for cur Subfiftence,

till it ſhould pleafe God, one Way or other,

to deliver us out of this Melancholy Situa-

tion. In order to avoid Difputes about the

laborious Part of getting Provifions, we a-

greed to divide ourſelves into two Parties,

Kk 2 who

enor
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who were, alternately, to provide for the

Whole : Four were appointed to fcour the

Country one Day, and the other four the

next. And we had bound ourſelves by an

Oath never to quit each other, uniefs obli-

ged by a fuperior Force ; for tho' we had as

yet feen no Footsteps of Inhabitants, we

could not be certain there were none on this

Part of the Globe. We had killed fuch a

Number of Seal, that they now became ve-

ry fhy of us, and had lived upon them fo

long that we were almoft furfeited ; yet there

was hardly any thing elfe to be met with."

We faw a great Number ofwild Dogs, but

could never come near enough to kill any ;

tho' now and then we chanced to fhoot a

Puppy, which, as it was change of Diet,

we thought delicious Fare. We faw alfo

fome Deer, but could contrive no Method to

take them. One Day in our rambles, we

met with a Litter of young Puppies : they

were but three, and feemed to be about two

Months old, and taken Shelter in a Hole of

one of the Sand-hills. We took ' em out, and

brought 'em home to our Hut. Having dif-

Cover'd that thefe Puppies were whelped in

Holes like thofe of rabbits but larger, we

went all out the next Day in queft of more,

andhad the good Luck to find three Litters, in

冀
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Number thirteen, which we carried home

with us, defigning if poffible, to bringthem

tp tame. Wefed them with Broth made of

Seals, and fometimes with the Flesh minced

fmall ; and they afterwards became very fer-

viceable to us. Each of us had his Brace

of Dogs, which were brought up under as

much Command as an English Spaniel, nor

would they leave us to affociate with the

wild Ones ; they often fupplied us with Ar-

madillos, and once they killed us a Deer. Be-

ing one Day hunting, we faw fome wild

Hogs, with their Young ; our Dogs purfued'

them, and took two of the Young, which

ve faved alive ; and we fhot one of the old

Ones, which afforded us many dainty Sup-

pers. The young ones proved to be a Boar

and a Sow, which was very fortunate, and

we defigned to rear them for Breeding, left

we ſhould be obliged to a long refidence in

this defolate Country. We brought them up

very tame, infomuch that they followed our

Dogs when ever we went a hunting ; and

at Night both Dogs and Pigs, took up their

Lodging with us in our Hut.

For the preſent our Condition feemed to-

lerable ; nay, we thought ourſelves in very

comfortable Circumftances : We wanted for

nothing, and, if we could have confined our

Thoughts
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Thoughts to prefent Enjoyments, our Situa

tion was very agreeable. But our Views

were farther, and the Fears of what might

happen frequently ftruck a Damp on our

Pleafures. Winter was now approaching;

we had the Inclemencies of the Seafon to

guard against, and if poffible, a Stock of Pro-

vifions to be laid up againſt future Emergen-

cies. But we could not be much before

hand with Provifions, having no Salt to cure

them, and at prefent not Sun enough to dry

them ; for with Winter came on continual

Storms, with rains, infomuch that fome Days

we could not ftir out of our Hut.

1

'Twas now more than feven Months fince

the Long-boat left us. Winter came on very

faſt, and we were but badly fecured from the

Severity of the Weather. We refolved im-

mediatety to put our Habitation in Order, and

to fecure our Hut in the beft Manner we

could. Accordingly it was agreed that fix

hould stay at home next Day to prepare Ma-

terials, and two only to go out after Pro-

vifions, the Lot fell upon myſelf and John

Duck to go abroad: All the Game we could

meet with were three Armadillos, tho' we

travelled many Miles. "Twas fo dark before

we returned, that we defpaired of finding our

Hut, and were like to have taken up our

Lodging
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Lodging in the open Plain, ifour Comrades

had not come out in queft of us, and, by

making a Fire, directed us towards them.

After we had broiled our Game, and fed

heartily, about Twelve we went to fleep.

But, about Two in the Morning, a violent

Storm, with rain, Thunder, and Lightning,

threw down Part of the Cliff upon us, under.

which we had built our Hut, and was very

near proving fatal to us all ; but, thro' Pro-

vidence, none were hurt. With Day-light

came on tolerable Weather ; and now the first

Thing we had to do was to rebuild our Hut.

We immediately went to the Coppice where

we uſed to ſeek our Fire-wood, in order to

fell fome Poles. As we had but one Hatchet.

betwixt us, one only could fell them, and the

reft ofus brought them out and bundled 'em..,

We had cut feveral, and were bundling them...

when wefaw fof. Clinch running out of the

Wood , and crying, Lord have Mercy upon us,

bere's a great Tyger. We were in the utmoſt

Confternation ; for having been frequently

there before, and never once feeing any Foot

fteps of Wild Beafts, we came without our

Arms, fufpecting no Dangerfrom that Quar-

ter. We all took to our Heels, and foon

faw him running out ofthe Wood in Purfuit

ofus. When he was come within twenty

Yards
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Yards of us, finding it impoffible to escape

him, we all turned towards him, clapping our

Hands, and making a loud Holo, in order.

to frighten him, which had the defired Ef-

fect ; for he immediately fat back on his Tail,

gazing at us. What to dowe knew not, whe-

ther 'twas beft to fly, or wait for his turning ;

but Fear prevailed, and we walked gently off,

without his purfuing us. Next Day we all

went with our Muſkets in Chace of him , but

could not meet with him. We brought home

our Poles, and fitted up our Hut in the beft

Manner we could, fufficient to guard us from

the rain.

About three Weeks after, when we were

hunting on the Plain, about four Miles from

home, we faw a Lion couched on the Ground,

watching his Prey, as we imagin'd, it being

clofe by a wild Cat's Hole. We joined clofe

together in a body, with our Mufkets ready ;

and Jof. Clinch fired a Ball at him at twenty

Yards Diftance, refting his Piece on my Shoul-

der, but mifs'd him : The Lion took no No-

tice ofthe report of the Gun, nor ftirred from

his Poſture. He charged a fecond Time,

ours being kept in readineſs in Cafe he ſhould

advance towards us ; he fired, and thot him

in the right Shoulder ; he fell on his Back,

and we ran to him, and knock'd him in the

Hend
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Head with the Bones of a dead Horſe which

lay near him. We carried him to our Hut,

drefs'd his Heart and Part of his ribs , but

'twas very indifferentindifferent Eating.

Finding ourſelves beginning to be furround-

ed with wild Beafts, and every Day and Night

in continual Danger ( for we now feldom went

abroad without meeting fome Beaſt of Prey ;

this being, I fuppofe, the Time ofYear when

they take their Haunts towards the Sea-coaft),

we determin'd to make another Pufh for our

Deliverance, and try our Fortune once more

in an Expedition to Buenos Ayres. In order

hereto we provided ourſelves Shoes and Jack-

ets of Seal-fkins, and made ourselves Knap-

facks of the fame to carry our Provender.

The Weather was fet in fair, and we were

fully determin'd to lay in fuch a Stock of Pro-

vifions as fhould laft us to the End of our

Journey, if we fhould be a Month in per-

forming it. To this End we divided ourselves

into two Parties ; four ofus were to go to the

rocks for Seal, and the other four to hunt en

the Plain. Accordingly we fet out early in

the Morning: 'twas my Lot, with Sam. Coop-

er, John Andrews, and John Duck, to go to the

rocks. Our ufual Wayin killing Seal being

with Stones or Clubs, we never carried our

Mufkets with us, we had been out all Day,

L 1 and

1
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and killed three ; andin the Dufk of the Even-

ing, when we were got within a Stone's Caft

of our Hut, I perceiv'd our Dogs very bufy

at a ſmall Diſtance, wagging their Tails in a

very fondling Manner. Being a-head of my

Companions, I paffed on without much regard

ing it, thinking they had lighted on a dead

Colt. But when I came to the Hut, I was

quite confounded : The Fiut was rifled, and

all our Neceffaries taken away. In the ut-

moft Confternation I ran back to my Com-

rades, whom I faw ftanding where I had left

the Dogs : Seeing me running eagerly towards

them, they cry'd out, What's the Matter, Ifaac?

I told them our Hut was pull'd down, and e-

very thing taken away. Ay, faid they, and

Something worfe has happened ; for yonder liepoor

Guy Broad-water and Ben. Smith murder'd,

"Twas a moft fhocking Sight : One had his

Throat cut and the other was ftabb'd in the

Breaft ; they were hardly cold, fo we thought

the Murderers could not be far off. And we

were under no ſmall Apprehenfion ofſharing

a like Fate. We went to the Hut to infpect

more narrowly, and found every thing taken

away ; our Powder, Ball, and Muſkets gone,

the Fire extinguiſh'd, and not the leaft Uten-

fil left. Where to go or what to do we knew

We durft not truft ourfelves anothernot.

Night
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Night on this fatal Spot, and yet were afraid

to venture farther. At laft we came to a re-

folution of going to the next fandy Bay, about

a Mile off, and take up our Quarters there for

that Night : But, when there, we could find

no Shelter, not fomuch as a Cliffto lie under

fo were obliged to return to our old Place,

and paſs the Night there, happen what would.

Next Morning the Dogs which belonged to

our Comrades ftood on the Top of the Cliff

barking atus, and would not come down, tho'

we called them by their Names ; and ' twas

with Difficulty we enticed them down in the

Evening. What became of Jof. Clinch and

John Allen we knew not, nor could we after-

wards learn any Account of them : What

feem'd moſt probable to us was, that the In-

dians had carried them off, and murder'd the

other two, who poffibly might make fome re-

fiftance, as we had all agreed to do, in Cafe

we ſhould be attack'd ; but, if fo, we might

probably have expected to have found fome or

other of their Enemies killed, as our People,

had Fire-Arms with them. And it was im-

poffible it could be the refult of a Quarrel a

mongst themſelves, from the Manner of their

Death ; for one was ftabb'd, and the other

had his Throat cut, both very plainly done

with a Knife, an Inftrument which none of

L 12 us

2
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us had the Poffeffion of. We buried 'em in

the the beſt Manner we could, by fcraping a-

way the light Sand with our Hands two Feet

deep, and raifing a Bed of Sand over the

Corpfes.

This was the most afflicting Stroke of any

we received fince our refidence in this unhap

py Country. I won't pretend to defcribe the

Horrors we felt ; the compaffionate reader

will paint our Diftrefs in his Imagination in

ftronger Colours than can be defcribed by

Words. To fee four of our Companions

fnatched from us fuddenly we knew not how,

ourfelves deprived ofour Arms and Utenfils,

left without Fire, or any Method of procur-

ing it, expecting every Moment to ſhare their

Fate, or to be ftarved to Death, filled us with

unfpeakable Terrors.

看

In this melancholy State the only thing that

remain'd to be done was immediately to quit

this unhappy Place, and make one Attempt

more for Buenos Ayres. We had no Time

to lofe, but inftantly fet about tearing up the

Sealin fmall Pieces, raw as it was, with which

we filled our Knapfacks, and their Bladders

we filled with Water, left we fhould find.

none on our Journey. Having furniſh'd our-

felves with as much Provifion as we could

carry, we fet forward on our Journey, with

our
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our fixteen Dogs and two Pigs ; praying the

Almighty to be our Guide We kept clofe

along the Sea Coaft, as we had done be

fore, by which Means we could not miss the

River Plate ; where when we ſhould arrive

our Deſign was to travel along the Side ofthat

river till we ſhould come to fome inhabi-

ted Place : A Scheme eafy enough in Ima-

gination, but in Practice attended, as We

found, with infuperable Difficulties .

The Sea Coaft all along is a plain fandy

Beach ; on the Land Side are here and there

very high Sand-hills : In the Valleys ofthoſe

Hills we repofed ourſelves at Night . On the

Beach we fometimes found fome Cockles,

which the Sea had waſh'd in ; theſe were a

great Dainty to us. We met with Part ofthe

Wreck of a large : Ship which was drove upon

the Beach, particularly a Man of War's Gang-

board, and a Piece of Plank mark'd fifteen

Foot. In the Valleys ofthe Sand-hills was

Plenty of Water, which had been ponded up

after the rains ; and we frequently met with

dead Fiſh thrown in upon the Beach ; fo that

we had a Variety of raw Meat to feed upon.

We aifo found by the Sea-fide a very large

dead Whale, which was a Feaft for our Dogs

and Pigs, and at a little Diſtance a Parcel of

fine Whale-bone.

At
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At the End of ten Days we made the Cape

of the river, having travelled very hard every

Day, and met with tolerable Weather, but

when we got there we found a Multitude of

fmall rivers and muddy Swamps to obftruct

us. We fwam over feveral ofthem, with our

Knapfacks acroſs our Shoulders ; and when

Night came on we cover'd ourſelves with the

ruſhes, but were almoſt devour'd by Mufke-

toes. Next Day we made feveral Attempts

to proceed farther, but found it impoffible to

accomplish our Journey ; the farther we went

the greater Difficulties we met with. We

were feveral times in Danger of being fuffo

cated, the Bogs often finking us to the Shoul

ders ; fo that, after many fruitless Attempts to

proceed, we found we had no remedy left

but to tread back the melancholy Path, and

return to our old Place of rendezvous ; which

we performed in lefs than ten Days.

At our return we were afraid to ramble far

abroad, having neither Arms nor Ammunition

to defend ourselves from the Wild Beafts. Our

two Pigs maintained us near a Fortnight, and

afterwards we were obliged to live upon fome

of our trufty Dogs ; but this raw Way of

feeding, which continued three Months long-

er, brought us into an ill State of Health

About a Quarter of a Mile from our Hut we

found



SOUTH SEAS. 273

found a dead Horfe, of which now and then

we took a Morfel, by Way of Change ; and

could we have got Fire to drefs it , the Vari-

ety would have been agreeable enough. Not-

withſtanding our Fears, Neceffity compell'd

us to go abroad in Search of other kind of

Provifions, and fometimes we had the good

Fortune to bring home an Armadillo.

One Morning we found the Trunk of a

large Tree, and imagined 'twas not impoffi-

ble, with the Help of the Skins of Seal and

Horfes, to make a Sort of a Boat with it,

which might ſerve to convey us along Shore

to the river Plate. But we had no kind of

Tool to uſe. J. Duck recollected that about

eleven Months before, at the End of our firſt

Attempt for Buenos Ayres, he threw away his

Mufket, it being a very indifferent one, and

not worth the trouble of bringing home, ha-

ving enough befides for our Ufe. We pro-

poſedto go in Search of it, which ifwe could

find might ferve to make a Hatchet, Accord

ingly we furnish'd ourſelves with fome raw

Seal and Water, went, and found the Mufket,

tho' above fixty Miles . On our return home

we found feveral Oftriches Eggs, about half

buried in the Sand, which was a refreshing

Meal to us (tho' we never met with any of

the Birds.) When we brought it home we

beat
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tled Abode , and there was no Likelihood of

any Inhabitants near us, nor for
Miles

for many

round could we perceive the leaft Traces of

any ever having been there ; and 'twas to no

Purpoſe to expect the Sight of any Veffel off

at Sea ; for, it being a deep Bay, and fhoal

Water, no Ships ever put in there, unless

forced by Strefs of Weather, and then they

muſt be wrecked. Nothing remain'd for us

but to make a fecond Attempt for the river

Plate ; for, if we fhould march to the Inland

Country in queft of Inhabitants, poffibly we

fhould meet with infuperable Difficulties in

finding the Way back again to what I may

call our Home ; whereas if we kept our

Courfe along the Sea-fhore we could not err..

For which reafons we refolved upon another

Attempt by the fame rout, and, having laid

in our Stock of Seal, Armadillos, and fresh

Water, towards the latter End of May, we

fet forward once more..

In three Days we travelled about ſeventy

Miles ; when towards Night, there came on

a violent Storm of rain, Thunder and Light-

ning, which continued the whole Night :

We had a plain open Country, and no Place

of Shelter could be found ; we had nothing

to cover us but a Seal-fkin Jacket, were half

dead with Cold, and afraid how our Provi

fions
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ons would hold cut ; for we met with no

Supplies of any Kind by the Way. To

proceed farther was only lengthening our

Journey back again, which we feared, would

be the Confequence at laft, even tho we

ſhould ſtill push on. There had been the

ftrictest Harmony and Good-nature between

us till now; but now we were like to have

difagreed even to parting. Some were for

pufhing forward, be the Event what it

might; and 'twas with Difficulty they were

perfwaded not to divide. However, upon a

reprefentation
of the great Diſtance we were

as yet from the Mouth of the river, and the

Improbability of meeting with Supplies of

Provifion by the Way, our Debates ended,

and we jointly concluded on making the

beft of our Way back to our Hut, having,

been a fecond Time difappointed in our At-

tempt.

After being arrived at our old Quarters,

we began to confult what Meafures to take

for our Security from the Inclemencies ofthe

Cather, and to provide for cur Subfiftence,"

till it ſhould pleafe God, one Way or other,

to deliver us out of this Melancholy Situa-

tion. In order to avoid Difputes about the

laborious Part of getting Provifions, we a-

greed to divide ourſelves into two Parties,

Kk 2

LIVCH
who
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who were, alternately, to provide for the

Whole : Four were appointed to fcour the

Country one Day, and the other four the

next. And we had bound ourſelves by an

Oath never to quit each other, unleſs obli-

ged by a fuperior Force ; for tho' we had as

yet feen no Footsteps of Inhabitants, we

could not be certain there were none on this

Part of the Globe. We had killed fuch a

Number of Seal, that they now became ve-

ry fhy of us, and had lived upon them fo

long that we were almoft furfeited ; yet there

was hardly any thing elfe to be met with.

Wefaw a great Number ofwild Dogs, but

could never come near enough to kill any ;

tho' now and then we chanced to fhoot a

Puppy, which, as it was change of Diet,

we thought delicious Fare. We faw alfo

fome Deer, but could contrive no Method to

take them. One Day in our rambles, we

met with a Litter of young Puppies : they

were but three, and feemed to be about two

Months old, and taken Shelter in a Hole of

one of the Sand-hills. We took ' em out, and

brought ' em home to our Hut. Having dif-

cover'd that thefe Puppies were whelped in

Holes like thofe of rabbits but larger, we

went all out the next Day in queft of more,

andhadthe good Luck to find three Litters, in

Num=
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Number thirteen, which we carried home

with us, defigning if poffible, to bring them

up tame. Wefed them with Broth made of

Seals, and fometimes with the Flesh minced

fmall ; and they afterwards became very fer-

viceable to us. Each of us had his Brace

of Dogs , which were brought up under as

much Command as an English Spaniel, nor

would they leave us to affociate with the

wild Ones ; they often fupplied us with Ar-

madillos, and once they killed us a Deer. Be-

ing one Day hunting, we faw fome wild

Hogs, with their Young ; our Dogs purfued'

them, and took two of the Young, which

ve faved alive ; and we fhot one of the old

Ones, which afforded us many dainty Sup-

pers. The young ones proved to be a Boar

and a Sow, which was very fortunate, and

we defigned to rear them for Breeding, left

we should be obliged to a long refidence in

this defolate Country. We brought them up

very tame, infomuch that they followed our

Dogs when ever we went a hunting, and

at Night both Dogs and Pigs, took up their

Lodging with us in our Hut. A

For the preſent our Condition feemed to-

lerable ; nay, we thought ourſelves in very

comfortable. Circumftances : We wanted for

nothing, and, if we could have confined our

Thoughts
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Thoughts to prefent Enjoyments, our Situa

tion was very agreeable. But our Views

were farther, and the Fears of what might

happen frequently ftruck a Damp on our

Pleafures. Winter was now approaching;

we had the Inclemencies of the Seafon to

guard against, and if poffible, a Stock of Pro-

vifions to be laid up againft future Emergen-

cies. But we could not be much before-

hand with Provifions, having no Salt to cure

them , and at prefent not Sun enough to dry

them ; for with Winter came on continual

Storms, with rains, infomuch that fome Days

we could not ftir out of our Hut.

ལ་
'Twas now more than feven Months fince

the Long-boat left us. Winter came on very

faft, and we were but badly' fecured from the

Severity of the Weather. We refolved´im-

mediatety to put our Habitation in Order, and

to fecure our Hut in the beft Manner we

could . Accordingly it was agreed that fix

hould stay at home next Day to prepare Ma-

terials, and two only to go out after Pro-

vilions, the Lot fell upon myself and John

Duck to go abroad: All the Game we could

meet with were three Armadillos, tho' we

travelled many Miles. "Twas fo dark before.

we returned, that we defpaired of finding our

Hut, and were like to have taken up our

Lodging
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Lodging in the open Plain, ifour Comrades

had not come out in queft of us, and, by

making a Fire, directed us towards them.

After we had broiled our Game, and fed

heartily, about Twelve we went to fleep.

But, about Two in the Morning, a violent

Storm, with rain, Thunder, and Lightning,

threw down Part of the Cliff upon us, under.

which we had built our Hut, and was very

near proving fatal to us all ; but, thro' Pro-

vidence, none were hurt. With Day-light

came on tolerable Weather; and now the first

Thing we had to do was to rebuild our Hut.

We immediately went to the Coppice where

we uſed to ſeek our Fire-wood, in order to

fell fome Poles. As we had but one Hatchet.

betwixt us, one only could fell them, and the

reft ofus brought them out and bundled ' em..,

We had cut feveral, and were bundling them,

when wefaw Jof. Clinch running out of the

Wood, and crying, Lord have Mercy upon us,

bere's a great Tyger. We were in the utmoſt

Confternation ; for having been frequently

there before, and never once feeing any Foot-

fteps of Wild Beafts, we came without our

Arms, fufpecting no Dangerfrom that Quar-

ter. We all took to our Heels, and foon

faw him running out of the Wood in Purfuit

ofus. When he was come within twenty

Yards
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Yards of us, finding it impoffible to eſcape

him, we all turned towards him, clapping our

Hands, and making a loud Holo, in order.

to frighten him, which had the defired Ef-

fect ; for he immediately fat back on his Tail,

gazing at us. What to dowe knew not, whe-

ther 'twas beft to fly, or wait for his turning ,

but Fear prevailed, and we walked gently off,

without his purfuing us. Next Day we all

went with our Mufkets in Chace ofhim, but

could not meet with him. We brought home

our Poles, and fitted up our Hut in the best

Manner we could, fufficient to guard us from

the rain.

About three Weeks after, when we were

hunting on the Plain, about four Miles from.

home, we faw a Lion couched on the Ground,

watching his Prey, as we imagin'd, it being

clofe by a wild Cat's Hole. We joined clofe

together in a body, with our Mufkets ready ;

and of. Clinch fired a Ball at him at twenty

Yards Diſtance, refting his Piece on my Shoul-

der, but mifs'd him : The Lion took no No-

tice ofthe report of the Gun, nor ftirred from

his Pofture. He charged a fecond Time,

ours being kept in readinefs in Cafe he fhould .

advance towards us ; he fired, and thot him

in the right Shoulder ; he fell on his Back,

and we ran to him , and knock'd him in the

Hend
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Head with the Bones of a dead Horfe which

lay near him. We carried him to our Hut,

drefs'd his Heart and Part of his ribs ; but

'twas very indifferent Eating.

Finding ourſelves beginning to be furround-

ed with wild Beafts, and every Day andNight

in continual Danger (for we now feldom went

abroad without meeting fome Beaft of Prey ;

this being, I fuppofe, the Time of Year when'

they take their Haunts towards the Sea-coaſt) ,

we determin'd to make another Pufh for our

Deliverance, and try our Fortune once more

in an Expedition to Buenos Ayres. In order

hereto we provided ourſelves Shoes and Jack-

ets of Seal-fkins, and made ourſelves Knap-

facks of the fame to carry our Provender.

The Weather was fet in fair, and we were

fully determin'd to lay in fuch a Stock of Pro-

vifions as fhould laft us to the End of our

Journey, if we fhould be a Month in per-

forming it. To this End we divided ourselves

into two Parties ; four ofus were to go to the

rocks for Seal, and the other four to hunt on

the Plain. Accordingly we fet out carly in

the Morning : 'twas my Lot, with Sam. Coop-

er, John Andrews, and John Duck, to go tothe

rocks. Our ufual Way in killing Seal being

with Stones or Clubs, we never carried our

Mufkets with us, we had been out all Day,

L 1 and
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and killed three ; and in the Dufk of the Even-

ing, when we were got within a Stone's Caft

of our Hut, I perceiv'd our Dogs very bufy

at a ſmall Diſtance, wagging their Tails in a

very fondling Manner. Being a-head ofmy

Companions, I paffed on without much regard-

ing it, thinking they had lighted on a dead

Colt. But when I came to the Hut, I was

quite confounded : The Fiut was rifled, and

all our Neceffaries taken away. In the ut-

moft Confternation I ran back to my Com-

rades, whom I ſaw ſtanding where I had left

the Dogs : Seeing me running eagerly towards

them, they cry'd out, What's the Matter, Ifaac ?

I told them our Hut was pull'd down, and e-

very thing taken away. Ay, faid they, and

Something worfe has happened ; for yonder liepoor

Guy Broad-water and Ben. Smith murder'd,

"Twas a moft fhocking Sight : One had his

Throat cut and the other was ftabb'd in the

Breaft ; they were hardly cold, fo we thought

the Murderers could not be far off. And we

were under no fmall Apprehenfion of ſharing

a like Fate. We went to the Hut to infpect

more narrowly, and found every thing taken

away ; our Powder, Ball, and Muſkets gone,

the Fire extinguiſh'd, and not the leaft Uten-

fil left. Where to go or what to do we knew

not. We durft not truft ourſelves another

Night
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Night on this fatal Spot, and yet were afraid

to venture farther. At laft we came to a re-

folution of going to the next fandy Bay, about

a Mile off, and take up our Quarters there for

that Night: But, when there, we could find

no Shelter, not fomuch as a Cliffto lie under ;

fo were obliged to return to our old Place,

and paſs the Night there, happen what would.

Next Morning the Dogs which belonged to

our Comrades flood on the Top of the Cliff

barking atus, and would not come down, tho'

we called them by their Names ; and 'twas

with Difficulty we enticed them down in the

Evening. What became of Jof. Clinch and

John Allen we knew not, nor could we after-

wards learn any Account of them : What

feem'd moſt probable to us was, that the In-

dians had carried them off, and murder'd the

other two, who poffibly might make fome re-

fiftance, as we had all agreed to do, in Cafe

we ſhould be attack'd ; but, if fo, we might

probably have expected to have found fome

other of their Enemies killed, as our People,

had Fire-Arms with them. And it . was im-

poffible it could be the refult of a Quarrel a

mongst themſelves, from the Manner of their

Death ; for one was ftabb'd, and the other

had his Throat cut, both very plainly done

with a Knife, an Inftrument which none of

L12

or
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us had the Poffeffion of. We buried 'em in

the the beſt Manner we could, byfcraping a-

way the light Sand with our Hands two Feet

deep, and raifing a Bed of Sand over the

Corpfes.

This was the most afflicting Stroke of any

we received fince our refidence in this unhap

py Country. I won't pretend to defcribe the

Horrors we felt ; the compaffionate reader

will paint our Diftrefs in his Imagination in

ftronger Colours than can be defcribed by

Words. To fee four of our Companions

fnatched from us fuddenly we knew not how,

ourfelves deprived ofour Arms and Utenfils,

left without Fire, or any Method of procur

ing it, expecting every Moment to ſhare their

Fate, or to be ftarved to Death, filled us with

unfpeakable Terrors.

In this melancholy State the only thing that

remain'd to be done was immediately to quit

this unhappy Place, and make one Attempt

more for Buenos Ayres. We had no Time

to lofe, but inftantly fet about tearing up the

Seal in fmall Pieces, raw as it was, with which

we filled our Knapfacks, and their Bladders

we filled with Water, left we ſhould find

none on our Journey. Having furnish'd our-

felves with as much Provifion as we could

carry, we fet forward on our Journey, with

our
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our fixteen Dogs and two Pigs ; praying the

Almighty to be our Guide We kept clofe

along the Sea Coast, as we had done be-

fore, by which Means we could not miſs the

River Plate ; where when we fhould arrive

our Deſign was to travel along the Side ofthat

river till we ſhould come to fome inhabi

ted Place : A Scheme eaſy enough in Ima-

gination, but in Practice attended, as WC

found, with infuperable Difficulties.

The Sea Coaft all along is a plain fandy

Beach ; on the Land Side are here and there

very high Sand-hills : In the Valleys ofthoſe

Hills we repofed ourſelves at Night. On the

Beach we fometimes found fome Cockles,

which the Sea had wafh'd in ; theſe were a

great Dainty to us. We met with Part ofthe

Wreck of a large : Ship which was drove upon

the Beach, particularly a Man ofWar's Gang-

board, and a Piece of Plank mark'd fifteen

Foot. In the Valleys of the Sand-hills was

Plenty of Water, which had been ponded up

after the rains ; and we frequently met with

dead Fiſh thrown in upon the Beach ; ſo that

we had a Variety of raw Meat to feed upon.

We aifo found by the Sea-fide a very large

dead Whale, which was a Feaft for our Dogs

and Pigs, and at a little Diſtance a Parcel of

fine Whale-bone.

At
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At the End of ten Days we made the Cape

of the river, having travelled very hard, every

Day, and met with tolerable Weather, but

when we got there we found a Multitude of

fmall rivers and muddy Swamps to obftruct

us. We fwam over feveral ofthem, with our

Knapfacks acrofs our Shoulders ; and when

Night came on we cover'd ourſelves with the

rufhes, but were almoft devour'd by Mufke-

toes. Next Day we made feveral Attempts

to proceed farther, but found it impoffible to

accompliſh our Journey ; the farther we went

the greater Difficulties we met with. We

were feveral times in Danger of being fuffo-

cated, the Bogs often finking us to the Shoul

ders ; fo that, after many fruitless Attempts to

proceed, we found we had no remedy left

but to tread back the melancholy Path, and

return to our old Place of rendezvous ; which

we performed in lefs than ten Days.

At our return we were afraid to ramble far.

abroad, having neither Arms nor Ammunition

to defend ourselves from the Wild Beafts. Our

two Pigs maintained us near a Fortnight, and

afterwards we were obliged to live upon fome

of our trufty Dogs ; but this raw Way of

feeding, which continued three Months long-

er, brought us into an ill State of Health

About a Quarter of a Mile from our Hut we

found
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found a dead Horfe, of which now and then

we took a Morfel, by Way of Change ; and

could we have got Fire to dress it, the Vari-

ety would have been agreeable enough. Not-

withſtanding our Fears, Neceffity compell'd

us to go abroad in Search of other kind of

Provifions, and ſometimes we had the good

Fortune to bring home an Armadillo .

One Morning we found the Trunk of a

large Tree, and imagined 'twas not impoffi-

ble, with the Help of the Skins of Seal and

Horfes, to make a Sort of a Boat with it,

which might ſerve to convey us along Shore

to the river Plate. But we had no kind of

Tool to uſe. J. Duck recollected that about

eleven Months before, at the End of our firſt

Attempt for Buenos Ayres, he threw away his

Mufket, it being a very indifferent one, and

not worth the trouble of bringing home, ha-

ving enough befides for our Ufe. We pro-

poſed to goin Search of it, which if we could

find might ferve to make a Hatchet, Accord-

ingly we furnish'd ourfelves with fome raw

Seal and Water, went, and found the Muſket,

tho' above fixty Miles . On our return home

we found feveral Oftriches Eggs, about half

buried in the Sand, which was a refreshing

Meal to us (tho' we never met with any of

the Birds. ) When we brought it home we

beat
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beat half the length of the Barrel flat with

Stones, and whetted an Edge to it againſt a

rock , the other Half ferved for the Handle,

and it made a tolerable Hatchet ; at leaft what

would have ferved instead of one, if Provi-

dence had not put an End to our Defign in

the following Manner. *

Two Days after we had finifhed our Hatch-

et, it being my Turn to ſtay in the Hut, my

three Comrades went to a Place which we

called the Long Point in Search of Provifions.

Towards Evening I walked out to fee ifthey

were returning ; when, to my Aſtoniſhment,

I difcover'd about a Dozen of Horfes gallop-

ing down the fandy Bay towards our Hut,

and, as they came nearer, I plainly fawMen

on their Backs, and that they were Indians.

"Twas in vain to fly ; I imagined nothing but

Death approaching, and prepared to meet it

with all the refolution I could mufter up.

I ran towards them, and fell on my Knees,

begging my Life with all the Signs of Hu-

mility I could make ; when I heard a Voice

faying, Don't be afraid Ifaac ! we are all here.

This revived me. The Indians alighted, and

whilft fome were intent on examining the

Hut, others ftood with drawn Knives, ready

to difpatch us in cafe we made any refiftance.

When they had fatisfied ther Curiofity they

gave
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gave three confuſed Shouts, and immediately

made us get up behind them, and carried us

away a few Miles in from the Sea-fhore to

the S. W. where were about a Dozen more

of their Companions, with upwards of four

hundred Horfes which theyhad taken in Hunt-

ing. They treated us with great Huma-

nity, killed a Horfe for us, kindled a Fire, and

roafted a Part of it, which to us, who had

been three Months eating raw Fleſh, was a

moſt delicious Entertainment. They alfo gave

each of us a Piece of an old Blanket to co-

ver our Nakednefs. I was in great Danger,

it feems, of being left alone; for when the

Indians met with my three Comrades, they

were immediately for hurrying them away to

their Place of rendezvous, till, with Difficul-

ty they were brought to understand, by Signs,

that there was one more belonging to them a

little Way off ; and then guided them tothe

Hut, where I had the Happiness of being ta-

ken Prifoner with them."

Next Morning we decamped from this

Place, driving our Troop of Horfe before us.

We travelled nineteen Days before we arri

ved at their next Place of rendezvous, which,

I imagine, was about two hundred Miles

from our Hut to the S. W. in a Valley be

tween two very high Mountains, where was

M m fin
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fine Pasture for their Horfes, and ſeveral fmalf

rivers of fresh Water, but very little Woodto

be feen for many Miles round. In this Val

ley were about a Dozen Indian Huts, built

with Poles and the Skins of Horfes, inhabi

ted by another Party of Indians, with their

Wives and Children, who gazed very earneft-

ly on us, as tho' they had never ſeen any

White People before. Here we were bought

and fold four different Times for a Pair of

Spurs, a Brafs Pan, Oftriches Feathers, and

fuch like Trifles, which was the low Price

generally fet on each ofus ; and fometimes we

were played away at Dice ; fo that we chan-

ged Maſters feveral Times in a Day. In this

Place we remained near a Month, by which

Time the feveral Parties of Indians had re-

turned from their Hunting, and joined us,

each Party bringing the Horfes they had ta

ken in hunting, and mixing them all in the

common Stock ; which were examin'd and

told over by one of the Indians who feemed

to beban fort of a Captain over the reft, and

they amounted to the Nnmber of fifteen

Hundred and upwards, fome of which were

no way inferior to the beſt of our European

Breed, or godt

After one Day's grand Feafting,

in a Body for their Chief Town,

Mode

#

we ſet out

where the

King,
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King, or Captain, lived, with fifteen hundred.

String of Horfes in our Cavalcade. We

were four Months in performing our Jour-

ney, and, by the Method of our traveling,

I believe it muſt be a thouſand Miles from

the Sea-Coaft where our Hut food. In the.

Day-time we travelled , and at Night repofed

ourfelves in their moveable Huts, which

fhelter'd us from the Weather. Our con-

ftant Food was Horfe-flesh, which fome chofe

to eat raw, and others broiled or roafted ;

and, as for Drink, we never fail'd of Water ;

for I found they were well acquainted with

every finall rivulet, ofwhich there are Num-

bers in the rout they took, tho ' a Stranger,

would hardly have found them.

At length we arrived to the End of our

Journey, the Chief Town, where the King

lives ; but our Mafters who had made the laft

Purchaſe of us were carrying us with them

to their own Home (which we learnt after-

wards was about two hundred Miles beyond

the Town where the King refided) and had

carried us fome Miles ; when a Party of Horſe

came after us, and brought us back to the

Capital, the King claiming us as his Proper-

ty. This Town confifts of about 30 Huts,

built, in a low irregular Manner, with Poles

and Horfes Skins, furrounded with Palifadoes,

M m 2 about
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about three Foot Diſtance from each other.

The Inhabitants, Men, Women, and Chil-

dren, were about fourfcore. We were focn

fummoned to appear before his Majefty, who

received us in his Hut, fitting on the Ground,

with a Javelin on one Side of him, and a

Bow and Arrows on the other, a looſe Man-

tle round his Waift, and a fort of Turret of

Oftriches Feathers on his Head, and a long

reed Pipe in his Mouth, fmoaking. After

paying our Obedience to him, he began to

afk us feveral Queſtions in Spaniſh, of which

they all can speak a little, which we foon

let him know we understood a little of ; en-

quired what Countrymen we were, and how

we came to this Country. We told him we

were Englishmen, loft in the South-Sea, in an

English Man of War, as we were going to

fight againſt our Enemies the Spaniards ; that

we were eight in Number who were left on

a defolate Part of the Continent ; that one

Evening, on our return from getting Provi-

fion, we found two of our Companions mur-

dered, and two more carried off, on the

Spot of Ground where we were taken , our

Hut pull'd down, and every thing taken from

us ; which we fuppofed must be done by

fome of his Countrymen. He then called

three or four of his Men, and talked very

carneſtly
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earnestly to them in their own Language.

But it feems they knew nothing of the Af

fair, as he told us ; tho' he was pleaſed to

affure us ftrict Enquiry fhould be made of

the other Parties which were out at the fame

Time. For I found by him, that he fends

out ſeveral different Parties every Spring from

every different Town under his Govern-

ment, who take different routs, and fome-

times join one another accidentally on their

return. But ofthis more hereafter. When

he found we were at War with the Spaniards,

he exprefs'd a great deal of Joy, and afk'd

if we were Great Men in our Country. We

told him yes. He faid the Spaniards were

great Enemies to them, had took away their

Country from them, and drove them to the

Mountains. When he had done examining

us, he ordered a Horfe to be killed immedi-

ately and dress'd for us ; and lodged us in his

own Hut for that Night, till we had one built

for us, which was the next Day. Here we

ftaid eight Months, and winter'd, during

which Time we had frequently Snow five

or fix Feet deep. Our Work was chief-

ly to fetch Wood and Water, and fkin all the

Horfes which they killed ; and tho' we were

their Slaves, we were treated very humanely,

and they would fuffer no one to ufe us ill.

There
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There were four SpanishWomenin the Town,

whom they had taken captive in a Skirmiſh

near Buenos-Ayres ; and the King told us,

with a Smile, he would give us each a Wife.

The Country where thefe Indians refided,

as indeed the whole Coaftof Patagonia, is ve-

ry fruitful in Pafture, and abounds with great

Plenty of wild Horfes, and a few black Cat-

tle, which are entirely neglected by the In-

dians ; Horfe-flesh being preferr'd by them

for eating, before any other Kind of Fleſh,

and what they conftantly feed upon. Tis

fituated in a very healthy Climate, and, if

the Soil was cultivated, would certainly pro-

duce Plenty of all Kind of Grain. They

have likewife Plenty of Wood, tho' few or

no Timber Trees, feveral large Coppicesgrow-

ing all round the Country, tho' near the Sea-

fide we fee nothing but a plain open fand-

dy Coaft.

The Patagonian Indians, at leaft thofe in

that Part of the Country where we refided,

were tall and well-made, being in general,

from five to fix Feet high, good-natur'd and

obliging to one another, and never fee each

other Want. Tho' they have what they call,

a King, yet he feems to be only a Chief or

Captain of a Party ; for, as they have no fet-

led Abode, but live fcattered throughout that

Part
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Part of the World in little Towns or Parties,

each Party feems to have a Chief, who pre-

fides over them like a Petty King. I never

could obferve any rules of Government a-

mong ' em ; but in a Drinking-bout King and

Subjects are all alike. Their King is diftin-

guifh'd from the reft by his being the big-

geft Man, and by wearing a kind of Safh

round his Waift. "Tis true he has a Defe-

rence paid him by his Subjects, and whatever

he orders to be done is immediately per-

formed, being himſelf exempted from any

kind ofWork ; but I never faw any Pnnifh-

ments inflicted by him, nor any Quarrels a-

mong themselves, except when they get at a

Drinking-Feaft, and then their Wives always

took Care no ill Confequence fhould follow,

by putting every Weapon out of their Way,

and eſpecially taking Care of their Knives.

For which reafon I imagine that in Liquor

they are always quarrelfome. One or two

Inftances of that Kind happen'd whilft we

were among them. Their Method ofFeaft-

ing is this : They have in the Summer a Plen-

ty of fmall fweet Berries growing like our

Whortle Berries, and when they have

cured a fufficient Quantity ofthem, they dig

a Pit in the Ground, about four Feet fquare,

the Bottom and Sides of which they line

pro-

with
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with Horfe Hides. This Cafk (if I mayfo

call it) they half fill with thefe Berries, and

then fill it up with Water, which they ftir

well with Sticks, and afterwards leave it to

ferment about forty eight Hours. They all

fit round, fmoaking and drinking, for a whole

Night together, Women as well as Men, fing-

ing in their Way, but more like fhrieking

Cries ; and when drunk frequently proceed

to Blows.

They feldom live long in one Place ; for

when their Horfes have eat up the Paſture in

one Place, they remove their Town and all

their Goods, which is foon done, a few

Miles from the Former ; and this feveral

Times in the Year ; fo that they have no

fettled Place of Abode. They have ſcatter'd

Habitations all over the Country, and but

few Huts together : The Town where their

Chiefrefides has three times the Number of

Dwellings to any of the reft which I faw.

Theyfeem to havefome Notion ofa Deity,

and pay a fort of Worſhip to the Sun and

Moon ; efpecially at every New Moon, they

collect themſelves in a Body, and make a fo-

lemn Proceffion round the Town, one going

before with a kind of Hoop in his Hand,

round which are tied little Brafs Bells a-

dorn'd with Oftriches Feathers, which he

would
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would frequently fwing round in his Hand ;

and then the whole Company would make

a moſt hideous Noife, which, I fuppofe, they

defigned for Singing. This Ceremony ufual-

ly lafted about half an Hour. This Method

with their Hoop and Bells is likewiſe uſed

when any of them are fick or dying. A

white Flannel Cloth is hung up before the

fick Perfon, and the Man with his Hoops

and Bells, who is generally one of his relati-

ons, comes to vifit him ; and after a few Mi-

nutes Converſation, he leaves him, and walks

feveral times round the Hut, jingling his

Bells, and talking aloud in a variety of Ac-

cents which we could underſtand nothing of,

but imagined he defigned it for Prayers for

his fick Friend. When any of ' em dies, they

foon bury him, generally the next Morning.

They roll the Dead Body in a Hide, with eve-

ry Thing that belongs to him, as Bows, Ar-

rows, &c. and carry it, without any Ceremony,

at fome Diſtance from the Town ; where they

throw it into a large round Pit, dug on pur-

pofe, which they afterwards fill up with

Earth. Yet notwithſtandind they have no

Ceremony at their Funeral, their Mourning

for the Dead is very ſtrict, which the Friends

of the Deceafed obferve for three Months ;

during which Time they remove themſelves

Nn

*

at
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at a Diſtance from any ofthe reft ofthe Hou-

fes, and converfe with nobody ; but are fup-

plied with Provifions fromthe whole Town,

by the King's Order, 'till the Time ofMourn→

ing is over. They feem to have fome Notion

of the Devil, at leaft are afraid of Apparitions ;

for none of'em will ſtir out of his Hut, when

dark, without Company. And one Night in

particular we heard a great Noife intheTown,

like feveral Drums beating, which, the next

Day, we found to be fome of the Indians

beating the Sides of their Houſes, which were

made of Horfe-Skins, with large Sticks, in or-

der to frighten away the Devil.

Each Indian has but one Wife, and they

live together in a very loving Manner. When

any of 'em lye-in, there's a Provifion made

for them different from what they are acco-

modated with at another Time ; for the En-

trance ofthe Hut, which at other Times is al-

ways open, is fhut up with Horfes-Skins as

foon as the Woman begins to be in Tra-

vail ; and no one goes in till fhe comes out

with the Child in her Arms, which is pre-

fentlywrapt up in a Sheep's Skin, and, inſtead

of a Bed or Cradle, is lain an a Machinefome-

what like our Hand-barrow, the Bottom of

which is likewife covered with a Sheep's

Skin. This is hung up by the four Corners,

and
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and the Child fwings forwards and back-

wards, inftead of being rock'd in a Cradle,

its Arms and Legs being faften'd to this En-

gine by a Lash of Horfe-fkin, to prevent its

falling over. By this Method of Treatment,

when Children, the back Part of all the Indians

Heads are very flat ; for they never lay them

but on their Backs. Perhaps it may be ow-,

ing to this likewife that there is not a crooked :

Perfon amongft them. In two or three Hours

after they have lain-in they go about their

ufual Work. Every Morning they take all

their Children, young and old, and carry

them to the next Brook or rivulet adjoin--

ing, and plunge them naked under Water,

even when the ground is covered with Snow ;

bywhich Means they are harden'd to run a-

bout naked, even in the Midft of Winter.

The Men wear Beads and little Bells round

their Neck, Wrift, and fmall of their Legs ;

and the Women adorn their long Hair with

the fame. For fuch Trifles as thefe, toge-

ther with Knives, Brafs Pans, and fuch like,

they traffick their Hides with the Spaniards,

when at Peace with them.

1

Andnowtheir Time for making the Hunt-

ing Voyage approaching, which they conti-

nually do every Spring, and generally ſpend a

whole Summer in taking their wild Horfes,

N n 2 WC
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we made great Interceffion to go with them

but were given to understand, that we muſt

be fent farther into the Country, to remain

with other Indians till their return. But at

laft we prevailed, by affuring the Chief that

the English had Friends at Buenos Ayres, who

would make him very handfome Satisfaction

for us, and would redeem us at any Price

he ſhould put upon us. This ſeemed to pleaſe

him, and he then confented. We were at

preſent about 1000 Miles from Buenos Ayres ;

and their rout extends to the Eaftern Coaft

of Patagonia, home to the Sea, about an hun-

dred Miles to the Southward of Buenos Ayres.

When they fet out, they carry with them e-

very Thing belonging tothem, Women, Chil

dren, Houfes, and all . Theſe laft are flung

acroſs the Horfes, and at Night taken down

for fheltering themfelves from the Weather.

They take with them a few Horſes more

than they ride, which ferve for maintaining

them till their Hunting begins, which fel-

dom happens till they have travelled feven or

eight Days.

And now the wifh'd for Time was come,

when we all fet out in a Body, except John

Duck, whofe Misfortune it was to be too near

of a Complexion with thofe Indians (for he

was a Molatto, born in London) for which

reafon
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reafon he was fold bythe Chief to a Master

farther up in the Country ; where, I believe,

he will end his Days, there being no Profpect

of his ever returning to England. We had

travell'd ten or twelve Days before we had a

ny wild Horfes ; but foon after ſeveral Strag-

glers fell Victims to their Ingenuity. Their

Method of taking them is really aftonishing,

and worthy of a very particular Defcription.

As they are excellentHorfemen, and theirHor-

fes as fleet as the wild Ones, 'tis very ſeldom

they mifs, tho' now and then an Accident of

that Kindhappens ; but the rideris look'd upon

withContempt. Theyhave two different Me-

thods of taking them, each ofwhich I have

feen them perform with incredible Dexteri

ty. The first is with a Lafh of Horfe Skins,

about two Inches Broad, and fifty Feet long,"

with a running Noofe at one End of it. This

Noofe they hold in their right Hand, and the

other End in the Left, till they come within

a few Yards of the Beaft, when they throw

the Noofe over his Head, even on full Speed,

and hold the other End faft in their Left

Hand. The
The otherMalt is foon ſtopt and taken.`

is with a narrow Strap of

Horfe-fkin, about twelve Feet long, to each

End ofwhich is faſtened a round Ball of Iron,

about two Pounds Weight. When within

Diſtance
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Diſtance of their Game, they hurl one of

the Balls feveral Times round their Head,

till they have got the proper Swing, and then

throw it at the Horfe's Legs, parting with

the Ball in their Left Hand at the fame Time;

which feldom fails of entangling their Legs,

and throwing them to the Ground. The

Horfes thus taken are fecured by fome ofthe

Company, whofe Bufinefs is chiefly to tie

thefe Horfes together in a String, and guard

them. In a few Days they become very tame.

They are likewife very dextrous in killing

Birds with thefe Balls, and will throw them

to a prodigious Height in the Air. This is

what they are trained up to from their Infan-

cy, and are very expert at, even in their Youth.

Thefe Iron Balls, faften'd in the above Man-

ner, are likewife their chief warlike Wea-

pons, next to their Bows and Arrows.

Being now arrived within an hundred Miles

of Buenos Ayres, we begged of him to diſpatch

one of his Men to the Governor, to acquaint

him of three English Priſoners he had with

him at fuch a Diftance, and to aſk if he would

redeem us ; which he did. And the Meffen-

ger, on his return, brought him a certain

Pledge for fulfilling his Promife, which was

a Gold-laced Waiſtcoat. Next Day we were

told to get ourſelves ready to go to Buenos

Ayres
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Ayres, and that he and fome of his Men

would go with us.

The Hopes of once more feeing our Fel-

low Chriftians filled us with Joy. , We were

brought immediately before the Governor,

who fatisfy'd our Indian Prince, and paid

him his ranfom, which was ninety Dollars,

and a few Trifles, and then difmifs'd him.

We return'd him our hearty Thanks for his

Kindneſs towards us during our abode with

him ; in which Time we were treated with

greater Humanity, than we afterwards met

with in our long Confinement on board the

Spanish Admiral Pizarro.

After we had pafs'd Examination by the

Governor, and had given him a full Account

of our paft Misfortunes, we were for a ſhort

Time difmifs'd upon Parole.Parole. And here I

fhould be very ungrateful if I did not do Juf-

tice to the Prefident of the English Affiento

Houſe, Mr. Grey, by acknowledging that 'twas

entirely owing to his Compaffion and kind In-

terceffion with the Governor, that we were

thus redeemed from the Hands ofthe Indians,

he offering to do it at his own Charge. We

were fent for feveral Times before the Go-

vernor, and earneſtly preft to turn Catholicks,

and ſerve the King of Spain ; but our An-

fwer was, we were Proteftants, and true En-

glifhmen,
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glishmen, and hoped to die fo. Many tempt-

ing Offers were made to feduce us ; but, thank

God, we refifted them all. When he found

all his Efforts were of no Effect, we were

fent as Priſoners of War on board the Aha,

which lay then at Monte Vedio, about thirty

Leagues down the river, waiting for Orders,

and had lain there upwards of two Years.

This wasthe Spaniſh Admiral Pizarro's Ship,

which, after an unſucceſsful Attempt to paſs

Cape Horn, in order to be in the South Seas

with his Squadron before ours, was, by tem-

peftuous Weather, drove back, and obliged to

put into the river Plate, having loft near half

her Crew; the Admiral having quitted her,

and gone over Land to Chili.

We were confin'd on board the Afia above

a Year, with 16 other English Prifoners, in

which Time we were treated more like Slaves

than Prifoners of War. Our Buſineſs was

to do all their nafty Work ; to fwab and clean

the Decks, fore and aft, every Morning ; and,

after the Work was done, were confin'd be

tween Decks, with a Centinel over us, as tho

we had been Criminals, with a poor Allow-

ance of Victuals. In fhort, our Ufage was

fo bad that we agreed with the reft of the

Englifo Prifoners to attempt our Liberty, tho'

at the rifque of our Lives. Accordingly one

Night
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Night we eſcaped from our Guard, intend-

ing to fwim afhore, and travel to a Portu-

guefe Settlement onthe North Side ofthe ri-

ver, the Ship lying within a Quarter of a Mile

of the Shore. Myfelf and one more got fafe

to Land ; the others were difcovered before

they got into Water. I was quite naked

the other had a Shirt wrapped round his

Head. Before we got halfway to the Shore,

a Gun was fir'd from the Ship to alarm the

-Town. We travelled till Two in the Morn-

ing, and then lay down among the ruſhes.

The Weather being very frofty, our Feet

fwell'd and full of Thorns, we could travel

no farther. Soon after Day-light we met with

fome Men on Horfeback, belonging to the

Plantations, to whom we furrendered our-

felves ; and they took us behind them to their

Houſe. The next Day we were carried from

thence by fome Soldiers, who were ſent in

Purſuit of us, and were carried on board

the Ship; where we were put in the Stocks,

Neck and Heels, Four Hours every Day for

a Fortnight.

At length we were inform'd of the Admi-

ral's Arrival at Buenos Ayres, who ſoon after

came on board, and gave Orders for refitting

the Ship in the beft Manner they could, being

determin'd to carry her to Old Spain. But

there
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there was a geat Deficiency of Hands, for

which reafon Orders were given to impreſs

what Men they could at Monte Vedio: Thefe,

with the 11 Indians whom they had four

Months before taken Priſoners in a Skirmiſh

at a Diſtance from Buenos Ayres, whom they

defign'd for their Row Gallies, were fent on

board ; and foon after I had the Pleasure of

ſeeing my Brother Midshipman Mr Campbell,

who was loft in the Wager with us, but chu-

fing to follow the Fortune ofCapt. Cheap, ar-

rived with him at Chili. He came by Land

from Chili with fome Officers belonging to the

Spanish Admiral, and arrived in March at Bu-

enos Ayres. The latter End of October fol-

lowing, 1745, we fet fail from Monte Vedio

in the Afia bound for Spain.

Three Days after we failed, an Affair hap-

pened on board, which was like to have pro-

**
ved fatal to the whole Crew for about

Nine at Night, we were alarmed with the

Cry of a Mutiny ; and fo indeed it proved :

But fuch a one as would never have been

fufpected by any of the Ship's Crew, or per-

haps credited by Pofterity, if fuch a Number

of Perfons were not ftill living to atteft the

Fact. But, left I fhould do Injuftice to the

Memory of fuch a furpriſing Event, I fhall

beg Leave to relate it in the Language of Mr.

Walters
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Walters, affuring the reader that I was a Wit-

nefs to the whole Affair.

“ Pizarro had not yet compleated the Se-

ries of his Adventures ; for when he and

Mendinuetta came back by Land from Chili

to Buenos Ayres, in the Year 1745, they found

at Monte Vedio the Afia, which near three

Years before they had left there. This Ship

they refolved, if poffible, to carry to Europe ;

and with this View they refitted her in the

beft manner they could. But their greatDif

ficulty was to procure a fufficient Number of

Hands to navigate her ; for all the remaining

Sailors of the Squadron to be met with in the

Neighbourhood of Buenos Ayres, did not a-

mount to an hundred Men. They endeavour-

ed to fupply this Defect by preffing and put-

ting on board many ofthe Inhabitants ofBu-

enos Ayres, befides all the Engliſh Priſoners

then in their Cuftody, together with a Num

ber of Portuguese Smugglers, whom they had

taken at different Times, and fome of the In-

dians of the Country. Among thefe laft was

a Chief and ten of his Followers, who had

been furprized by a Party of Spanish Soldiers

about three Months before. TheName ofthis

Chief was Orellana. He belonged to a very

powerful Tribe which had committed great

ravages inthe Neighbourhood ofBuenos Ayres.

002 With
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With this motley Crew (all of them, except

the European Spaniards, extremely averfe to

the Voyage) Pizarro fet fail from Monte Ve-

dio, in the River of Plate, about the beginning

ofNovember, 1745. And the native Spaniards,

being noStrangers to theDiffatisfaction oftheir

forced Men, treated both thefe, the English

Prifoners, and the Indians, with great Info-

lence and Barbarity ; but more particularly the

Indians : For it was common for the meaneft

Officers in the Ship to beat them moſt cruel-

ly, on the flighteft Pretences, and oftentimest

only to exert their Superiority. Orellana and

his Followers, tho' in Appearance fufficiently

patient and fubmiffive, meditated a fevere re-

venge for all theſe Inhumanities. As he con-

verfed very well in Spanish (theſe Indians ha-

ving in Times of Peace, a good Intercourſe

with Buenos Ayres) he affected to talk with

fuch of the English as understood that Lan-

guage, and feemed very defirous of being in-

formed how many Englishmen there were on

board, and which they were. As he knew

that the English were as much Enemies to

the Spaniards as himſelf, he had doubtless

an Intention ofdifclofing his Purpoſe tothem,

and making them Partners in the Scheme he

had projected for revenging his Wrongs and

recovering his Liberty. But having founded

them
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them at a Diſtance, and not finding them fo

precipitate and vindictive as he expected, he

proceeded no further with them ; but refolved

to truft alone to the refolution ofhis ten faith-

ful Followers. Theſe, it ſhould ſeem, readi-

ly engaged to obferve his Directions, and to

execute whatever Commands he gave them.

And, having agreed on the Meaſures neceffa-

ry to be taken, they firft furniſhed themſelves

with Dutch Knives, fharp at the Point, which

being the common Knives uſed in the Ship,

they found no Difficulty in procuring. Be-

fides this, they employed their Leiſure in fe-

cretly cutting out Thongs from raw Hides,

ofwhich there were great Numbers on board,

and in fiting to each End oftheſe Thongsthe

double headed Shot ofthe fmall Quarter-Deck

Guns. This, when fwung round their Heads,

according to the Practice of their Country,

was a moſt miſchievous Weapon, in the Ufe of

which the Indians about Buenos Ayres are

train'd from their Infancy, and confequently ,

are extremely expert. Thefe Particulars be-

ing in good Forwardness, the Execution of

their Scheme was perhaps precipitated by a

particular Outrage committed on Orellana

himſelf. For one ofthe Officers, who was a

very brutal Fellow, ordered Orellana aloft,

which being what he was incapable of per-

forming,
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forming, the Officer, under Pretence of his

Difobedience, beat him with fuch Violence

that he left him bleeding on the Deck, and

ftupified for fome Time with his Bruiſes and

Wounds. This Ufage undoubtedly heighten-

ed his Thirst for revenge, and made him eager

and impatient till the Means of executing it

were in his Power ; fo that, within a Day

or two after this Incident, he and his Fol-

lowers opened their defperate refolves in the

enfuing Manner.

-

" It was about Nine in the Evening,

when many ofthe principal Officers were on

the Quarter-Deck, indulging in the Freſhneſs

of the Night Air ; the Waift of the Ship was

filled with live Cattle ; and the Forecaſtle was

manned with its customary Watch. Orellana

and his Companions under Cover of the

Night, having prepared their Weapons, and

thrown off their Trowfers and the more cum-

berous Part of their Drefs, came altogether on

the Quarter-Deck, and drew towards the

Door of the Great Cabbin. The Boatswain

immediately reprimanded them, and order'd

them tobe gone. On this Orellana ſpoke to

his Followers in his Native Language ; when

four of them drew off, two towards each

Gang-way, and the Chief and the fix remain-

ing Indians feemed to be flowly quitting the

Quarter
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Quarter Deck. When the detached Indians

had taken Poffeffion ofthe Gang-way, Orelia

na placed his Hands hollow to his Mouth, and

bellowed out the War-Cry uſed by thefe Sa-

vages, which is the harfheft and most terri-

fying Sound known in Nature. This hideous

Yell was the Signal for beginning the Maf

facre For on this they all drew their Knives,

and brandiſh'd their prepared double Head-

ed Shot ; and the fix, with their Chief, which

remained on the Quarter-Deck, immediately

fell on the Spaniards, who were intermingled

with them, and laid near forty of them at

their Feet ; of which about twenty were kill-

ed on the Spot, and the reft difabled. Ma-

ny of the Officers in the Beginning ofthe

Tumult, pushed into the great Cabin ; where

they put out the Lights, and barricadoed the

Door ; and of the others, who had avoided

the first Furyof the Indians, fome endeavour-

ed to escape along the Gangways into the

Forecaſtle ; but the Indians, placed there on

Purpoſe, ftabbed the greateſt Part of them

as they attempted to pafs by, or forced them

off the Gangways into the Waift : Others

threw themſelves voluntarily over the Barrica-

does into the Waift, and thought themſelves

happy to lie concealed among the Cattle : But

the greateſt Part efcaped up theMain Shrowds,

and
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and fheltered themſelves either in the Tops

or rigging. And tho' the Indians attack-

ed only the Quarter-Deck, yet the Watch

in the Forecaſtle, finding the Communication

cut off, and being terrified by the Wounds of

the few who, not being killed on the Spot,

had Strength fufficient to force their Paffage

along the Gangways, and not knowing either

who their Enemies were, or what were their

Numbers, they likewife gave all over for loft,

and, in great Confufion, ran up into the rig-

ging of the Foremaſt and Bowſprit.

" Thus, theſe eleven Indians, with a refo-

lution perhaps without Example, poffeffed

themſelves, almoſt in an Inftant, of the Quar-

ter-Deck of a Ship mounting fixty fix Guns,

with a Crew of near five hundred Men, and

continued in peaceable Poffeffion ofthis Poft

a confiderable Time: For the Officers in the

Great Cabin (among whom were Pizarro

and Mindinuetta) the Crew between Decks,

and thoſe who had eſcaped into the Tops and

rigging, were onlyanxious for their own Safe-

ty, and were for a long Time incapable of

forming any Project for fuppreffing the Infur-

rection, and recovering the Poffeffion of the

Ship. It is true, the Yells of the Indians, the

Groans of the Wounded, and the confuſed

Clamours of the Crew, allheighten'd by the

Obe
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Obfcurity of the Night, had at first greatly

magnify'd their Danger, and had filled them

with the imaginary Terrors which Darkneſs,

Diſorder, and an Ignorance ofthe real Strength

ofanEnemy, never fail to produce. For as the

Spaniards were fenfible of the Difaffection of

their preft Hands, and were alſo conſcious of

their Barbarity to their Prifoners, they ima-

gined the Confpiracy was general, and con-

fider'd their own Deſtruction as infallible ;

fo that, itis faid, fome ofthem had once ta-

ken the refolution of leaping into the Sea,

but were prevented by their Companions.

;

" However, when the Indians had entirely

clear'd the Quarter-Deck, the Tumult in a

great meaſure fubfided ; for thofe who had

eſcaped were kept filent by their Fears, and

the Indians were incapable of purfuing them,

to renew the Diſorder. Orellana, when he

faw himſelf Mafter of the Quarter-Deck,

broke open the Arm-Cheft, which, on a flight

Sufpicion of Mutiny, had been ordered

there a few Days before, as to a Place ofthe

greateſt Security. Here he took it for grant-

ed he ſhould find Cutlaffes fufficient for him-

felf and his Companions, in the Ufe of which

they were all extremely fkilful ; and with

theſe, it was imagined, they purpoſed to force

the Great Cabin. But on opening the Cheft,

P p
there
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there appeared nothing but Fire-Arms, which

to them were of no Ufe.. There were indeed

Cutlaffes in the Cheft, but they were hid by

the Fire Arms being laid over them. This

was a fenfible Diſappointment to them ; and

bythis Tme Pizarro and his Companions in

the Great Cabin were capable of converfing

aloud, thro' the Cabin Windows and Port-

holes, with thofe in the Gun-room and be

tween Decks ; and from hence they learnt that

the English (whom they principally fufpected)

were all fafe below, and had not intermeddled

in this Mutiny ; and by other Particulars they

at laft diſcover'd, that none were concern'd in

it but Orellana and his People. On this Pi-

zarro and the Officers refolved to attack them

on the Quarter Deck, before any of the Dif

contented on board fhould fo far recover their

firſt Surprize as to reflect on the Facility and

Certainty of feizing the Ship, by a Junction

with the Indians, in the prefent Emergency.

With this View Pizarro got together what

Arms were in the Cabin, and diftributed them

to thoſe who were with him ; but there were

no other Fire-Arms to be met with but Pif-

tols, and for theſe they had neither Powder

nor Ball. However, having now fettled a Cor-

refpondence with the Gun-room , they lower-

ed down a Bucket out of the Cabin Window,

into
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into which the Gunner, out of one of the

Gun-room Ports, put a Quantity of Piſtol

Cartriges. When they had thus procured

Ammunition, and had loaded their Piſtols,

they ſet the Cabin Door partly open, and

fired fome Shot among the Indians on the

Quarter-Deck, at firft without Effect ; but at

laft Mendinuetta, whom we have often menti-

oned, had the good Fortune to shoot Orellana

dead on the Spot. On which his faithful

Companions, abandoning all Thoughts of

farther reſiſtance, inftantly leaped into the Sea ;

where they every Man periſhed . Thus was

the Infurrection quelled, and the Poffeffion of

the Quarter-Deck regained, after it had been

full two Hours in the Power of this Great

and daring Chief, and his gallant and unhap-

py Countrymen."

After this all was quiet ; and the Admiral,

finding that none of the English were engaged

in' this Infurrection, for a few Days treated

us with a little Humanity, endeavouringto en-

gage us, by large Promiſes of Preferment, to

enter into the Spanish Service. But finding

nothing would work on us, we afterwards

felt the Smart of his refentment by a fevere

Ufage.

Nothing remarkable happened afterwards,

more than what commonlyhappens at Sea, till

Pp 2
WC
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we arrived at Concubene, a Harbour about Five

Leagues to the South of Cape Finisterre ;

which was the latter End of February, 1745-6.

We begged to be fent afhore, as Prifoners

ofWar,but were told we muſt go in the Ship

to the Groyne. Whereupon we all went in a

Body onthe Quarter Deck, and told theAdmi-

ral, if he would not fend us afhore, we would

be no longer Slaves on board. Next Day

we were fent afhore, and confined fifteen Days

in a Priſon, with an Allowance only of Bread

and Water, and chained together as Criminals,

till the Ship fail'd for the Groyne ; when we

were releaſed from our Dungeon, and guard-

ed to the Groyne by Land with a File of Muf-

queteers . Where, as foon as we arrived, we

were put into the Guard-Houfe for two Days ;

from whence we were fent to the Caftle of St.

Antonio, which is on an Iſland at the Entrance

ofthe Harbour ; à Prifon for Thieves and Fe-

lons. In this difmal Place we were kept Four-

teen Weeks, among the worst of Malefac-

tors, till an Order came from the Court of

Spain to fend us to Portugal; allowing us a

Guide, and a Real per Day.

In Eight Days we got to Oporto, and

made Application to the Engliſh Conful,

who, after hearing the Hardſhips we had gone

through,
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through, gave us each Three Days Mainte-

nance,and a Quarter of a Moidore. TOP

On April 28, 1746, we embarked on

board the Charlotta Snow, Capt. Henry Miller,

bound for London, under Convoy ofthe York,

and Folkstone Men of War, and arrived at

London on the 8th of July following : Three

only of the Eight left on the Patagonian

Coaſt being ſohappy as to fee once more their

native Country, viz . Samuel Cooper, John An-

drews, and Myfelf." [Here ends Morris's Re-

lation.]

Two Years after this having fome Incli-

nation to fettle in London, I fent a Petition

to the Lords of the Admiralty as follows.

To the Honourable the Principal Officers and

Commiffioners ofhis Majefty's Navy.

Honourable Sirs ,

H

AVING ferved ever fince the Year

1728 in the Royal Navy on board fe-

veral oftheKing's Ships, and in the Station ofan

Officer, andbeing now defirous to enter intofome

Bufinefs inthe City ofLondon, and it being ne-

ceffary to produce a Certificate of the Time of

my Servitude in the Navy, in order to my ob-

taining the Freedom of the faid City. I moft

humbly prayyour Honours to order the proper

Clerk

་
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Clerkto writeme out a Certificate accordingly,

which will infinitely oblige, Honourable Sirs,

15th Jan. 1749.

Your moſt obedient Servant,

The Anſwer was,

J. Bulkeley.

To be complied with, ifhe is entitled to it.

After getting this Anfwer, I received the

following Certificate, which entitles me tothe

Freedom ofthe City of London, and of all in-

corporated Towns in the Britiſh Dominions.

Navy-Office, 20th January, 1749.

T appears by the Books ofthis Office, that

John Bulkeley is born in His Majefty's Ships

bereafter mentioned, the Time, and in the

Quality there expreffed, being feven Years, fix

Months, one Week, andfive Days.

•

Savage Moftyn.

Ships
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I fhall now conclude my Narrative with

remarking, that I believe few, if any, of late

Years, have gone thro' more Diftreffes, and

Miferies than myfelf; yet, in all my Trials, I

was in fome Degree blefs'd with the Patience

of holy fob, knowing, that as the Lord gi-

veth, he can take away, and bleffed be his ho-

ly Name.

"Preſence of Mind, and Courage in Diſtreſs

Are more than Armies to procure Succeſs.

True Courage dwells not ina troubledFlood

Of mounting Spirits and fermenting Blood.

Lodg'd in the Soul, with Virtue over-rul'd,

Inflam'd by reafon, and by reafon cool'd.

In Times of Peace content to be unknown,

And only in the Field of Battle ſhown."

BRITISH

14 FE 91

MUSEUM

Addifon's Campaign.

FINI S.

Errata. Page 219, Line 10, for inferior,

read in foreign.
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