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VOYAGES
IN THE
PACIFIC OCEAN.

e

CHAP. XIL

Leave Ulitea.—Pass Bollabolla without
baving any Communication with the
Natives.—Intercourse with the Natives
of Maura.

Tue hazards we had just experienced
at Ulitea were so fresh in our minds,
that although we passed near the island
of Bollabolla, we made no attempt tp
open any intercourse with the inhabit-
-ants, who have the character of being
voL. IL B :
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daring pirates. They are said to have
been originally such men as for their
crimes had either fled or been banished
from the surrounding islands. They
are considered to be numerous, and the
bravest warriors in all the Society Islands,
and are a greatterrorto the Uliteans. Fhe
island of Bollabolla is distant from Uli-
tea about six leagues, and may be easily
distinguished from the other islands, by
a very lofty double-peaked mountain,
which may in good weather at sea be
observed at the distance of fifteen
leagues. The eastern side, as we sailed
along it, had a very sterile appearance,
and the island has not the same repute
of fertility as Otaheite or Ulitea. As
we made no stay, we can say nothing
from our own expcrience, but that the
distinguishing characteristic of these is-
landers, according to the report of their
neighbours, is a more savage ferocity ;
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‘a circumstance consistent with their re-
puted original, that of having been fugi-
tive criminals.

Our next station was the island called

" Marraor Mobidie,being the mostleeward
and smallest of the Society Islands.
It is only about fourteen or fifteen miles
in circuit, and appears to be surrounded
by a reef of coral rocks, which render
the approach to the shore very difficult.
We were told, however, by the natives,
that the. lee side furnishes a good har-
bour for shipping; a circumstance, if
true, not known to our navigators, as
in every account of their southern voy-
ages it is stated that this island has no
harbour. It is surrounded, in the same
-manner as the neighbouring islands, by
one of those perilous coral reefs, which
render even the harbours of the Socie-
ty Islands a very insufficient security,

‘and altogether none at all when the

B 2
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wind blows with any violent degree o
strength from the sea. The east side o
the island produces .cocoa-trees in grea
abundance, and the bread-fruit here wa
much larger, and of a better quality
than any we had seenin the otherisland:
to windward : hogs, moreover, som
of which we procured, were mucl
cheaper than in the other islands. The
inhabitants appeared to us to differ i1
no material respect from their neigh
bours in the other islands; and fron
what was related to us on our return t
Port Jackson, their disposition seeme:
to be of the same kind. When his ma
jesty’s ship the Porpoise was at thi
island, the natives formed a scheme t
cut off her boat, in which were th
master, the surgeon, four seamen, an«
two miarines, all armed. The plot was
however, happily discovered in time t
prevent the attempt, by the surgeon
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who was acquainted with the language
of the island. The object of the natives,
had their design succeeded, was to get
possession of the fire-arms in the boat;
and such is the eagerness with which
they covet those instruments of destruc-
tion, that there is no hazard ‘they will
not run, no crime they will not perpe-
trate, to obtain possession of them. - It
must be confessed, indeed, that local
circumstances give these articles a va-
lue the temptation of which cannot be
resisted by a common portion of ho-
nesty : a dozen of muskets might enable
them torepel, nay, perhaps subdue, their
neighbours, and if their ambition thus
overleaps all common restraints, it must
be lamented that there are others of a
more refined nation, who are not a
whit behind them in this weakness.

In this small island we found a chief
of Otaheite, who, for some misconduct,
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'had been obliged to exile himself, and
had taken refuge here. This man’s<tase
served to confirm me in an opinion
previously formed from observation,
that the natives of Otaheite did not
- differ from those of the neighbouring
islands so much in their personal charac-
ter and dispositions, as in the nature of
their government : and that the greater
part of that seeming gentleness of man-
ners for which they have been remarked,
must be imputed rather to the power
and authority of their king or princi-
pal chief than to their natural habits:
this at least was certainly the case under
the administration of our friend Pomar-
rie. And here again we had further
proofs of the preference constantly given
by the natives to articles of use, above
others of mere ornament: beads, trin-
kets, looking-glasses, &c. were held in no
estimation comparatively with knives,
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hatchets, muskets, or other instruments,
to the utility of which they were no
strangers. During our short stay among
these islands, we had an opportunity of
seeing two men who presented a most
loathsome appearance. They were lepers,
and scemed to have entirely lost their
_original skin, having the appearance of
having been eompletely scalded from
head to foot. These wretched beings,
so much the object of abhorrence as
well as of compassion in our eyes, were
highly respected by their fellow island-
ers, as they were priests, and both of
them considered men of no common
sanctity in their eyes.

It is indeed one of the most singular
traits amongst these savage  nations, that
their religion is not only tinctured, but
‘apparently altogether composed of such

‘ideas, as the nature of man most pow
‘erfully abhors. Their idea of 2 God,
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for a God, that is to say, a power above
nature, they all acknowledge, is not
that of a being béneficeiit, a -cominon
parent ‘of nature, and a creator and
‘benefactor of man : such'is not the God
of the Society Islands. On the con-
trary, the being they worship, is the
being they fear, the béing to whom they
impute the destruction of their canoes,
and the danger, the diseases; and deaths
“of their chiefs. Their diseases, and
particularly those of theif priests, are
sacred, 4s the imfiiediate effects of their
powet. These two lepers could not
have been mhote revetred, had they been
prophets.

From this genitral character, that their
deity is thie offipring of their fears, thay
be induced the whole system of their
fiiythology, ahd the atitibutes of their

-divinities. Hehce it is; the idea of hor-
roi being conbected with that of defor-
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mity, that representations of these Gods
are usually either wholly shapeless or
frightful.
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CHAP. XIIL

Adiew to the Society Islands.— Ludicrous
Circumstance in the Passage, between the
Otabeitan Natives and our Seamen.—
Arrival at the Sandwich Islands.—~Com-
merce.~Trading.— Desertion of our Car-

- penter. ’

Leavine Maura, we bid adieu for the
present to the Society Islands, and stood
on our course for the Sandwich Islands.
This voyage furnished no occurrences
out of the common order. The seamen,
in their manner, amused themselves by
representing to the natives of Otaheite
on board the dangers that awaited them
in crossing a certain part of the sea,
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meaning the equinoctial line, wherethey
would certainly be harassed by infernal
spirits rising out of the water. These
stories had a powerful effect on the
poor strangers, who had moreover
for some time been extremely uneasy
and impatient to see land once more,
and appeared most sincerely to regret
their imprudence in embarking on 2
-voyage to which they could discover
no bounds. So great was their terror
at the moment, that I am persuaded had
any land been in sight, they would have -
taken themselves off without leave ; but
- as there was no back-door, they were
compelled to submit to their fate; and
their terror furnished an inexhaustible
fund of amusement to -our mischievous
sailors.

In their distress they at last apphed
to be informed as to the truth of what
the sailors had said, and on being unde-
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ceived, gave a_scope to their joy in the
most extravagant manner, leaping and
hallooing about the deck, as if their
minds had at once been relieved from'
the most dreadful apprehensions. It was
however out of my power to prevent
them from going through the operation
of shaving, &c. usually performed by
seamen on persons crossing the line for
the first time, and considered by them
as too serious a privilege to surrender
to any remonstrance. We could dis-
cover that the whole of this business
had made a deep impression on the
Otaheitans, and that they promised
themselves much pleasure in recounting -
their adventures to their countrymen
on their return ; when the truth would
doubtless receive abundant embellish-
ment, for these islanders are naturally
. fond of the marvellous, and are not
even scrupulous in. the accounts they

{
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give of any extraordinary events that
fall in their way. The wind being
scanty in the latter part of our voyage,
the first land we made was Whahoo, -
an island subject to Tamahama, the
great chief of the Sandwich Islands.
Here we opened a trade with the inha.
bitants for salt, which we found much
scarcer and dearer than we had expected.
The increased price was occasioned, not
only by the scarcity, but by the frequent
intercourse the natives have with Euro-
peans and Americans, from whom they
have learned to affix a proper value to
the productions of their country, and
their bargains discover a knowledge
and an acuteness very uncommon.

The Americans carry on in particular
a most active trade with these islands,
-supplying them with property at an
easy rate in exchange for provisions,
and, unless Iam much deceived, will do
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more than -any others to exalt it to a
singulardegree of civilization. The reader
will here pardon me for introducing
this remark on American commerce: so
far ‘does it exceed all former efforts of
former nations, that even the Dutch
themselves sink under the comparison.
Scarcely is there a part of the world,
scarcely an inlet in these most unknown
seas, in which this commercial hive has
not penetrated. The East-Indies is open
to-them, and their flags are displayed in
the seas of China. And it must be con-
fessed, to their honour, that their success
is well merited by their industry.

In order to accommodate the natives
in bringing off their articles for sale, or
rather barter, we kept the ship as close
-as possible in with the land: but then
we were beset with such numbers of
men and women, that our vessel could
not have contained a quarter of our
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visitors, had we been disposed to admit
them on board. To prevent this em-
barrassment, we resolved as much as
-possible to assume the appearance of a
ship of war ; and therefore dressed six
.seamen in soldiers’ uniforms, and made
them walk the deck under arms, and
kept our colours and pendant always
flying. These precautions we had rea-
“son to believe were not unnecessary, for
‘it was in this island that the captain and
‘the astronomer of his majesty’s ship
‘Dzdalus lost their lives in an affray
with the natives. The exemplary man.
-ner in which their murder was revenged
‘by captain Vancouvre, has been very
beneficial to all navigators who since his
time have touched at the island. A few
similar instances of justice would have
-more efficacy in ensuring the safety of
‘our intercourse with this people, than
any of those wanton and ill-judged
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cruelties which, under the circumstance
of the slightest quarrel with these na-
tives, are but too commonly practised.

. .The natives showed the utmost eager-
‘ness to get on board the ship; but
when :all their attempts were opposed,
and themselves forced back into their
canoes by our new-made marines, they
at last contented themselves with lying
at a little distance, conversing with our
-Otaheitan natives. After some time, ap-
peared one of the deputy chiefs of the
island, under Tamahama, whose ap-
proach created no small stir and bustle
among the other islanders in their endea-
.vouring to open a passage for him. But
.as many of their canoes were crowded
.and entangled together, they were in
.the hurry run down by the canoe of this
great man, who took not the least no-
tice of the disasters he had so wantonly
occasioned, or rather who affected this
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cavalier behaviour, with the intention of
impressing us with a high idea of his
rank and consequence in the country.
The poor natives, recovering their ca-
noes, cleared them of the water, got
into them again, and remained near the
ship, without expressing the smallest dis-
satisfaction or complaint on account of
the tyrannical treatment of the chief.
‘When he was received on board, he im-
mediately commenced inspector-general
of all commodities brought off to us for
sale; and at last, whether justly or un.
justly I know not, he seized an old man
whom he charged with offering for sale
some salt belonging to the king. The
old man was so alarmed at this charge,
that he seemed ready to expire with ter-
ror ; so that we interposed in his behalf,
and on our account he was pardoned,,
and set at liberty. Whilst he was on
board, he released us from the embarass-
VOL. 1L c
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ment of our numerous visitors : seem,
ingly resolved that we should be trou-
bled with no other impertinence but
his own. e commanded the canoes to
remove to a greater distance, and issued
his mandates in a tone of authority
which would not have disgraced a ba-
shaw. He appeared to entertain an
equal indifference to any mischief he
~ might cause ; for as many of his conn-
" trymen as were in any degree tardy in
obeying his mandate, he saluted with
stones from our ballast, whxch maimed
not a few of them.

Nor did the natives appear to oppose
any resistance, but submitted, as if to
an acknowledged authority, without
murmur or reluctance. In these islands,
indeed, obedience is understood as well
as tyranny, and the despotism and
~ wantonness of command in the chiefs is

only equalled by the correspondent timi-
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dity and submission of the people. Phi-
losophers are much mistaken who build
systems of matural liberty. Rousseau’s
savage, a being who roves the woods
according to his own will, exists no
where but in his writings.

Although we could not but abhor the
despotic conduct of this chief, yet to it
we were indebted for the clearing of tke
ship from crowds of natives, who were
endeavouring on all hands to come on
board. He had however with him some
friends, whom he requested leave to in-
troduce to us, and to whom on his ac-
count we shewed what civilities appear-
ed to be proper.

We remained only a few days in this
island, salt being so scarce that we were
obliged to remove the ship to several
different places to glean what could be
found. When our business was over,
we settled our accounts with the chief
just mentioned, who was receiver-gene-

c2
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ral for the king. He then left the ship,
and, to our astonishment, was accompa-
nied by every native, taking to their
paddles, and making for the land with
all possible speed. One canoe, the one
which had brought oft one of Tamaha-
ma’s naval officers, alone remained. We
enquired of this person the meaning of
the sudden departure of his country-
men, but he declared he was totally ig-
norant of the cause, and neither could nor
would give us any satisfaction. Being
apprehensive of some treacherous pro-
jects against us, either on the part of the
islanders or of their chiefs, it at first oc-
curred to us to secure the person of this
officer as a pledge for our safety ; but
on further consideration of the difficul-
ties to which this step might expose not
only us, but other future European na-
vigators, we judged it most prudent to
suffer him to depart.
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As soon as he had left us, beginning
new tp .syspect the trye causc of the
hasty departure of our visitors, 1 made .
enquiry .amongst ~our people whether
they had not found means to steal some
articles belonging to the ship ; and from
their_.general precipitation, and general
flight, my mind suggested to me that
the - theft. was of no ordinary conse-
quence.- It was some time before I could
procure a satisfactory answer; but it
was;at lepgth discovered that our car-
pentet_had secretly convey ed himself in-
to-one.of the canoes, and had thus been

carried on shore,
.Such is the dlﬂiculty, nay almost im-

possxblhty, of mamtammg the nccessary
com lement of men in these voyages,
tha; ( could, almost recommend that no
one ‘should haz:trd the attempt, unless,
as 1p a king’s ship, he can support his
authonty by mamal !aw. Nothmg, as
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we: have before mentiohed, can with-
starid the seduction and artifices of the
southern islanders; women, and a life of
“indolence, are too powerful for the sense
of duty in the minds of our seamen.
Had we relaxed our efforts for a single
moment, our ship would have been de-
serted. ‘ ,

The acquisition of such a person was
of inestimable value to Tamahama, and
there seemed to belittle ddubt that, con-
scious of the value of their prize, they
wpuld defend it with their utmost ef-
forts. Our force, moreover, was wholly
inadequate to compel them to restore
'him ; and in endeavouring to recover
one of our ship’s company, we should
have run the risk of losing many more
by similar desertion. - From these and
other reasons, we thought it more pru-
dent to put up with our loss ; although
-of a person whom we could so ill spare.
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CHAP. XIIL

Departure from Whaboo.— Arrival at At-
towaie.—Visited by the King, and Gene-
ral of the Island.—Tamabama’s Deter-
mination to invade them.—Friendly Re-
ception.

AvrTtHoucH the island -of Whahoo is
one of the most fruitful m the domini-
ons of Tamahama, and that the natives
supplied us with an abundance of all ne-
cessary articles, yet the demands of the
sellers were much higher than we had
either reason to expect, or could indeed
afford. The natives have indeed profit-
ed sufficiently by their intercourse with
navigators, to know the greater value of
their country produce than at what
they had hitherto rated it.
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One of these islanders had the mo-
desty to demand the ship’s main-sail in
barter for four hogs. In all their bar-
gains they would have their choice of
whatever articles they wished in ex-
change, and as much of these as they
wanted ; no business could otherwise be
done, and they returned with their
wares to the shore. We were therefore
obliged to confine our dealings to what
was indispensably requisite for the use
of the ship and crew.

Here we were informed that the king
Tamahama, attended by the greater
part of his chiefs, was at present at
Mouie. It is the wise policy of this chief,
that all those who possess any authority
or influence in the country, should ac-
company him in his progress through
his dominions, that he may have them
constantly under his eye, and not leave
them exposed to the seductions and con-
spiracies of his rival chiefs. These are
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continually in pursuit of the means of
throwing off his yoke, and rendering
themselves independent as well of him,
and of each other, as of their former
king.

For this precaution, moreover, he as-
signs his own experience, that once be-
ing absent on an expedition to a neigh-
bouring island, an insurrection was fo-
mented in his absence, and that it was
not without much difficulty that he
could restore his authority. Since that
time he has' never given the chiefs the
same opportunity ; it is the chiefs alone
he dreads, for he observes that thereis
no danger to be apprehended from the
lower order whilst separated from the
chiefs. From further information re-
ceived here, Tamahama seems to be
making rapid progress in his schemes of
aggrandisement. After having defeated
the rightful sovereign of this island of
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Whahoo, and all the kings of the
islands to the eastward, he has forced
him, after many ineffectual struggles, to
take refuge in the island of Attowaie.
Thus the sovereign authority over all
those islands remains in his family, and-
his power and riches, from his inter-
coursewith shipping,was hourly increas-
ing. He was at this time making great
preparations to exterminate the fugitive
king even from his place of refuge. So
intent was he on this invasion, that the
chief anxiously demanded of us our
next destination, and whether we in-
tended touching at Attowaie. He was
urgent to obtain a passage for himself
and another, to act as spies. We excused
ourselves in the best possible way, ob-
serving it much depended upon cir.
cumstances, and thus cleared ourselves
of the importunities of these emissa-
ries of this Alexander of the Sandwich
Islands.
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Leaving Whahoo, we directed our
course to another island to the leeward,
called Attowaie ; but the wind was so
unfavourable, that we could not wea-
ther the south part of this island ; we
therefore stood along close under the
north shore, proceeding slowly to give
the natives an opportunity of guessing
the object of our visit. It was not long
before some of the islanders came off
to us; they requested us to anchor un-
til they should return, and inform their
countrymen of our arrival upon their
coasts. ,

Amongst these islanders the arrival of
an European vessel is an event of the
first political importance; an event in
which king and people are equally con-
cerned. The Otaheitans receive us with
the satisfaction of friends; the Sand-
wich islanders have reached more than
one gradation higher in the scale of ci-
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vilization, and, understanding their own
interest, consider their Furopean visi-
tors as the importers of new arts, and
new skill and industry, into their.coun-
try. The voyage of Vancouvre has
made a2 most eminent and permanent
change in the situation of the Sandwich
islanders. They have taken a leap as it
were into civilization, and, if their pro-
gress keep any pace with the vigoyr of
their first start, they will not be long
considered as savages. :

In the interval of waiting the arrival
of our promised visitors, we fitted up
our temporary marines, and made every
other preparation that might make a fa-.
vourable impression on the minds of the
natives. N

As soon as it was made known ox;
shore that a ship had appeared off the
coast, with an intention to stop and take.
in supplies, the commander in chief or
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generalissimo was dispatched to welcome
us in the name of the king.

This personage appeared in a most
beautiful canoe; he seemed to be over-
joyed at our arrival, and apologised on
account of the lateness of the hour, for
his master’s not waiting on usin person.

He was particularly inquisitive respect-
ing the situation of affairs at Whahoo,
and the state of the preparations made
by Tamahama for the threatened inva.
sion of the islind. We explained to
him that however painful it was to us to
be messengers of disagreeable tidings,
we could give him no encouragement to
hope that Tamahama had laid aside his
project ; for that every thing seemed to
show his determination to attempt it as
speedily as the necessary preparations
would allow. This the chief said he al-
ready had learned, and was now grieved
to have the news confirmed by strangers,
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who had no possible interest in delud-
ing him.

It was easy to see how much this infor-
mation affected him, for, from being ex-
tremely gay and communicative, as
when he first came on board, he instant-
ly became melancholy and taciturn. He
was a near relation of the king, and had
steadily adhered to him in all his misfor-
tunes. They were now cooped up with
" a small body of faithful followers, but
were firmly resolved to oppose to the ut-

most the attacks of Tamahama.

May the efforts of their courage and
patriotism give an awful lesson to their
ambitious conqueror, that courage in
a good cause, animated by despair, is a
suflicient overbalance for even a greater
inequality of force! Tamahama is no
-unworthy imitator of his European ori-
ginal. His haughty tone to his enemies,
‘and his genius and spirit of enterprise
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in creating resources which did not ex-
ist before him, may not unjustly bring
him into a comparison with the empe-
ror of the French.

To change the gloomy current of our
visitor’s thoughts, we exhibited before
him some articles of British manufac-
ture; he commended them indeed, but
with the air of carelessness of one whose
mind was possessed with objects of a
more immediate interest. He inquired
frequently whether we had on board
any fire-arms or gun-powder, in the ex-
pectation that we would furnish thein
with at least a small supply of each.
This, however, we thought proper to
decline, endeavouring to make him
comprehend that our stock was far from
being sufficient for ourselves, under
the numberless occasions we might have
of self-defence before we could either
return to our own country, or procure
farther supplies. '
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In the evening, when the captain was
examining some charts of those seas,
the chief looked earnestly over him,
and begged that their island might be
pointed out to him. This was done,
and he expressed great pleasure in find-
ing that even their little corner had not
been omitted. When night came on,
the chief requested that some covering
might be provided for the natives who
attended him. This was readily complied
with, as we had an abundant stock of
cloth of the manufacture of Otaheite."
This was extremely well received ; and
presented to our Otaheitans an oppor-
tunity of pointing out, with no little
satisfaction, all its good qualities, as well
as of displaying to the strangers the vast
wealth and power of their own sove-
reigns, Pomarrie and Otoo ; the main
point of their eloquence being to prove
the prodigious superiority of Otaheite
over all other quarters of the world. The
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long voyage they had accomplished in
our ship was not forgotten; and on this
they valued themselves highly, as giving
them an infinite advantage over all other
islanders.

The chief retired early to rest; but
his attendants and their new friends
from Otaheite, whose language, com-
plexion, and manners, so nearly resem-_
bled their own, were too highly delight-
ed with each other, to be prevailed on’
to part until after midnight.

The exiled king of these islands
bears a character infinitely superior
in a moral point of view at least, to
that of his more powerful rival Tama-
hama. The fidelity of former depen-
dants in a season of misfortune and .
fallen power, is surely no doubtful tes-
timony of the virtues of a conquered
king; and the virtue of this chief, if
measured according to this standard, is

VOL. II. D
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great indeed. He appeared to be loved
almost to adoration, and his authority
from influence seemed to be increased
almost in the same proportion as his ac-
tual power had become diminished. Is
it not a phenomenon in the political
world, that the greater part of all un-
happy revolutions, revolts, and con-
quests, usually happen under such kings ?
It is not to the honour of the generosity
~ of our nature, that we are thusinclined
to avail ourselves of that confidence and
lenity, which always characterises power
in the hands of a benevolent nature?
On the following morning we receiv-
ed a visit from this good king, and were
welcomed very heartily by him to Atto-
waie. His skin was covered with a
greyish scurf, probably occasioned by
the immoderate use of the ava. This
loathsome disease had made a greater
progress on the person of this man, than -
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on that of any other we had before seen ;
althoughat Otaheite wehad met with very
severe cases of the same distemper. He
laboured under a great depression of spi-
rits, and could not refrain from complain-
ing of certain reports propagated by some
Englishmen settled under his enemy Ta-
mahama, which had prevented several
vessels from touching at his island for
rcfreshments. He declared himself to
bea fast friend of the English ; and pro-
duced very favourable certificates of his
conduct, from several captains with
whom he had’ dealings.

From some Englishmen who had fol-
lowed his fortunes for several years, this
unfortunate chief had acquired such an
acquaintance with our language, that
he was able to understand and answer
any plain question we put to him.

"This appeared the more extraordinary,

aseven the natives of Otaheite, not-
D 2
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withstanding their greater opportu-
nities, have hitherto made so little
progress in our language, that even
the proper names of those with whom
they were best acquainted, are hardly
to be known in their mouths. The
king was as anxious as the other chief
had been, to receive accounts of his
enemy’s motions ; and equally distressed
with the information we afforded, as
being fully aware of the inevitable con-
sequences of an attack by Tamaha-
ma. He brought off a present of yams,
plantains, and a couple of hogs, assuring
us that every thing in the island was at
-our disposal. - He professed a high re-
gard for the British pation; and as a
proof of it, had taken to himself the
name of king George, and to his children,
who were numerous, he had given those
of the present royal family of England,
beginning with the prince of Wales, and
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descending to the youngest branch of
the family.

In this distribution, however, some
irregularities had taken place ; as his in-
formation had been procured from the
English residing with him, who were
not over-accurate in their genealogical
knowledge. His conversation repeatedly
turned to his want of fire-arms and gun-
powder ; but we contrived to avoid ma-
king any engagements on this subject.

Observing the deep despondency into
which the king’s affairs had thrown
him, our humanity averted from the
idea of suffering him to have any spirits
or intoxicating liquors; a present he
doubtless expected, though he had the
singular modesty to make no mention
of it. ‘

The dilemma in which I had been in-
volved at Otaheite with Edeah and her
gallant, made me ever afterwards very
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cautious in this respect with the natives
of thesc islands. Their passions are na-
turally impetuous; and when fed by the
fuel ot strong liquors, acknowledge no
restraint. I know no sufficient punish-
ment that the wretch would merit who
should import a cargo of spirituous li-
quors into the Sandwich or Seciety
Islands; it would in every respect be
tantamount to the wilful administration
of an equal quantity of poison, as the
extent of the evil would only be boun-
ded by the destruction of  the whole of
the population.
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CHAP. XIV,

Strong attachment of the Natives to their
present Sovereign.— Desperate Resolution
of this man in case of Invasion.—Depar-
ture for Onehow.

Ths unhappy man, who, from every
thing we saw and heard, is well deserv-
ing of a better fate, had already suffered
so much from the ambition and power
of Tamahama, that he was now about
to adopt one of the most extravagant
resolutions that can be conceived. )

The Europeans who had attached
themselves to his fortunes, some of
whom were carpenters, blacksmiths, &c.
were now with their offspring a nume.
rous body. As their last resouree, they
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were constructing a vessel suited to the
attempt of a long voyage, and in the
event of the expected invasion, they
proposed to escape from the island, and
seek a refuge from the cruelty of their
enemy in some one of the islands which
they have heard are interspersed in the
main sea. They are wholly ignorant of
the method of measuring a ship’s
course, or of the other necessary branch-
es of navigation. A compass, indeed,
they possess. Their intention in the
first place, is, to steer to the westward,
in the hope of reaching some part of
the coast of China ; or, by keeping their
wind to the southward, to fall in with
Otaheite, or, some other of the Society
Islands. Dreadful alternative! and in
fact the case is desperate, for they are
well aware that resistance is in wvain
when once invaded. Perhaps, in the
whole catalogue of human misery, there
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is not one more poignant, and more the
object of pity to a generous mind, than
that of a whole people becoming thus
the victims of the ambition of one man,
and, to satisfy his lust of conquest, ex-
pelled from their native home. The
most pathetic pieces of poetry in any
language, are the lamentations of the
Spanish Moors upon t ir : pulsion
from Spain. The love of country is
never understood, till we consider it as
lost or endangered. I cannot speak of
this unfortunate people without a melan-
choly involuntarily seizing on the train
of my ideas.

Extravagant as this scheme of emi-
gration may appear, in a people so des-
titute of the proper means for cxecuting
it, yet it is not improbable that by such
enterprises in different periods of time,
the most distant islands may have been
peopled,and a similar language and mode
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of life established in quarters which seem
to have no possible means of inter-
course.

In Otaheite the same means have not
unfrequently been proposed for-escaping
from the fury of a victorious foe; as in
the case of old Pomarrie, who in his dis-
tresses has repeatedly applied to Euro-
pean navigators to convey him to some
distant spot, where, removed from the
attempts of his rivals, he might live free
from danger.

Even our sailors were much affected
by the unhappy situation of this chief,
for he was by far the most intelligent
native of these seas; and the ardent af-
fection of his dependants and subjects
was an ample testimony of his worth. |

During our stay in the island,he never
left the ship, but ordered whatever we
wanted to be brought off to us, and was
obeyed with the greatest cheerfulnessand



PACIFIC OCEAN, 43

punctuality As he had made such a pro-
gress in the English language, his conver-
sation was at once entertaining and in-
structive to us; and had his mind been
more at ease, and his affairs in a more
prosperous situation, a very advanta-
geous connection might have been esta.b-
lished between us.

His presence on board encouraged the
islanderstobring off considerable supplies
of salt, so that in a short time we made
great progress in our business. When the
labours of the day were over, we enter-
tained the king, with his relation the ge-
neral, and the other attendants, with a
dance and song, performed by our Ota-
heitan natives, in which Pulpit’s young
wife bore a principal share. As the wo-
men of the Sandwich Islands are gene-
rally of a ‘coarse masculine appearance,
and nut-brown complexion, this young
Otaheitan, who was a very good sample
of her countrywomen, passed for a
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beauty in this place. The king was him-
self pleased to term her a-very pretty
girl.  On this occasion he took an op-
portunity of informing me that he
had sent an ambassador all the way to
Otaheite, to negociate with Otoo for a
wife; and observed that as we had come
from tleace he expected that the man
would have embraced that opportunity
of returning in our ship with the object
of his mission. Indeed, previous to-our
leaving Otaheite, this man had solicited a
passage home, having been unsuccessful
in his application to Otoo; we assented
to his wish, but the night previous to our
departure he swam on shore from the
ship, thus forgetting his duty and al-
legiance to his sovereign, through the
preponderating influence of Otoo, who
had seduced him from a falling cause.
The king’s attendants were resolved
not to be outdone on this occasion ; and



PACIFIC OCEAN. 45

displayed their ingenuity in the same
way, exerting themselves to the utmost
for the entertainment of the company.
At last our own tars, that they might
contribute their proportion to the de-
lights of the spectators, produced a vio-
lin; and one of them, who was an excel-
lent dancer, performed a hornpipe in
such perfection, that all the strangers
joined in acknowledging that our music
and our dancing were far superior to
their own. We perceived with pleasure
that these amusements seemed to afford
a temporary relief to the unhappy king ;
he scemed for a moment to forget his
cares, and participate in the satisfaction
of his subjects. Would that we could
have effectually dissipated his anxiety !
As soon as we arrived on the coast
of this island, we found it necessary to
employ every precaution to prevent
any further desertion from the ship;

]
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and being persuaded that we might
count on the fidelity of Pulpit, whom
we had taken on board at Ulitea, and -
who had already rejected all the offers
of the king, who earnestly wished to
retain him as an assistant, we admit-
ted him into the cabin mess, whilst his
Otaheitan lady ate with our cabin boy.
This separation was not occasioned by
her attachment to the customs of Ota-
heite, where the sexes always eat apart ;
but in fact the behaviour of this poor
female being not always governed by
what is considered as correct propriety
in Europe, she was not altogether the
most desirable companion at our table.
In the course of my stay at Atto-
waie, we had many opportunities to
observe the dispositions and conduct
of the king. One night, the wind in-
crcasing to a storm, we were driven out
of sight of the island, and were two
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days in regaining our station. All this
time the king expressed the greatest con-
cern for his family and friends on shore,
without seeming in any degree alarmed
for himself. On returning to our for-
mer situation, it occurred to the king to
make an experiment of the regard real-
ly entertained for him by the natives.
When the first canoe came alongside,
the king concealed himself in the cabin,
directing one of his attendants to say
that we had landed him on the island of
Whahoo, and delivered him up as a
prisoner to the authority of his grand
enemy Tamahama. This canoe, belong-
ing to the king himself, was loaded with
provisions for his use ; amongst which
were some young dogs, estcemed in
these islands a peculiar delicacy, and
therefore kept for the tables of the
great alone.

The dogs of the Society and Sand-
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wich Islands are indeed very different
from the same animals in Europe.
They are very carefully fed, and any
thing that might render their flesh
coarse- and strong, kept out of their
way ; by this means they were said ra-
ther to resemble kid than dogs, and are
not unfrequently tasted by our hungry
sailors.

Not seeing their master upon the
deck, the islanders enquired earnestly
how and where he was: being told
he was now a prisoner in Whahoo,
they laughed heartily at the supposed
jest ; but as all their countrymen on
board agreed in a serious repetition of
this assertion, they were struck dumb
with astonishment and grief. Never
was affection, never was the terror of
genuine loyalty, more strongly impress-
ed, than on the countenances of these
honest subjects of an unfortunate king.
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It was gratifying to a generous mind
to witness this affectionate testimony,
as well of the fidelity of the subjects, as
of the worth of the chief. This was no
flattery ; it was the generous, the ho-
nourable impulse of an honest nature.
After sometime, they recovered them.
selves so far as to renew their enquiries,
with looks aghast with terror. They
eagerly demanded how this disaster had
happened; at the same time condemning
themselves for suffering him to remain
on board the ship, and be exposed to
such a2 misfortune. When their despair
was wrought to the highest pitch, the
poor king, who witnessed the whole
scene, could no longer contain his feel-
ing; but running upon deck, showed
himself to the natives, reproaching
them kindly for so readily believing
that we could have so betrayed him into
the hands of enemies. The sudden tran-

VOL. 1I. - E



50 VOYAGES IN THE

sition from grief to joy ptoduced the
most-lively and affecting change on these
faithful creatures. We could not how-
ever so far recover them from their ter-
rors, as not to intreat the king to leave
the ship, that he might not be again
driven from the island, andexposed to
some serious accident. To this he good-
naturedly agreed ; and was preparing to
leave our vessel, when a large double ca-
noe came alongside with an European
on board. :

His errand was to acquaint the king,
that a report having reached the island
of his having fallen into the hands of
Tamahama, the inhabitants were be-
come disorderly, and that nothing but
his appearance amongst them could re-
store tranquillity. The good king now
appeared, and it must be confessed with
good reason, much happier than before;
he seemed to collect new hope from this
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testimony of the love of his people, and
to forget all his danger in the pleasing
reflection that he was thus beloved. I
am persuaded that, animated with this
love for their chief, had the numbers of
this good people been even in a small
degree more proportionable ‘to that of
their enemy, even the warlike Tamia-
hama would not have found them an
easy conquest. Bat their strength is -
too unequal to indulge any expectation
of even safety in resistance. They
have indeed but one resource left, that
of flight in their new-built ship; and
desperate, and apparently chimerical, as
this is, it promises more success than
the chance of war.

His immediate departure being now
indispensable, I enquired what we could
do to express our sense of his many fa.
vours ? To this he answered, that if we
really were his good friends, we would

E2
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supply him with whatever we could con-
veniently spare of iron, canvas, and
other necessaries for his new vessel.

Having a good stock of iron, I fur-
nished him with as much as he thought
sufficient for his purpose, together with
some tools, axes &c.; crowning our
presents with a few looking-glasses, a
quantity of English cloth, and a small
supply of gunpowder.

'These articles this good man accepted
with- the most affecting demonstration
of genuine heartfelt gratitude; and en-
tering his canoe, he requested us on
our return home to mentionhis hard fate
to our countrymen ; he concluded with
pouring out benedictions upon us, and
at length, having finished his adieus, he
rowed for the shore with the greatest
dispatch.

The melancholy fate of this chief, his
strange reverse of fortune, and the dis-
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nal prospects still awaiting him, joined
o the goodness of his conduct and cha-
acter, had completely enlisted us on his
ide ; and we could not but earnestly
10pe, that he might in the event tri-
unph over his grand enemy Tama-
1ama.

We almost regretted that captain Van-
:ovre had ever touched at the island of
Famahama ; as from his assistance prin-
ipally had this chief obtained that addi-
ion to his former strength, which, im-
woved by his uncommon talents, had
:nabled him to become a conqueror and
isurper. Had captain Vancouvre foreseen
he consequence of his encouragement of
his ambitious chief, I am persuaded he
vould have received the advances of Ta-
nahama in a very different manner ;
sut we are all blind instruments in the
1ands of an overruling Providence, and
t is some consolation that all this is not
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without some purpose of good, though
it may exceed our powers to compre-
hend it.

We had fiow procured a good stock
of salt, but not sufficient to answer our
purposé ; and having come so far, we
were very unwilling to rcturn without
the completion of our plan. We had now
no resource left, but to return to one or
other of the islands under the command
of Tamahama. We were already aware
of the difficulty of procuring ship provisi-
ons in the islands belonging to this chief,
not only on account of the high price
required by the natives, but that no ar-
ticles would be received in exchange but
precisely such as the sellers should choose.
To obviate as much as was practicable
these difficultics, we bore up for One-
how, the other small island still remain-,
ing faithful to the rightful king of Ato-
waie ; who, previously knowing our ine



PACIFIC OCEAN. 55

tention offered to accompany us in per-

-son ; but it appearing more prudent that
he should remain for the present where
he was, he dispatched a messenger be-
fore us to :Onehow, informing the na-
“tives of our intended visit, and direct-
ing them to treat us with every atten-
tion, and supply our wants.

This notice produced its full effect ; for
on our making the island, the natives
flocked off to us, furnishing abundance
of yams at a very moderate value ; we
there also laid in a small addition to
our stock of salt. Here, as at the other
islands, all were eager to be admitted on
board’; but the notion of our ship being
a man of war, and the formidable ap-
pearance of our marines, kept them in
awe. We reccived none in the ship but
one of the king’s deputies, and, through
the interest of this great man, two
other chicfs. We found, from the lan-
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guage of these persons, as also of the
other natives, that they were stedfastly
attached to their lawful king, and de-
termined so to remain, although they
had but little hope of being able to
withstand the attacks of their common
encrpy Tamahama,
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CHAP. XV.

Leave the Leeward Islands, and proceed
to Windward.—Arrival at Owbhybee.
—Commence Trading.—Visited by Mr.
Young.

Havixne in the course of four days col-
lected about three tons of yams, an in-
valuable treasure to us in such circum-
stances, we set sail t the eastward for.
Owhyhee, and there renewed our inter-
course with the natives, who, as has been
already mentioned, were complete mas-
ters of their business. Every article we
wanted was at least three times, many
of them six times, the pgice they would
have borne at theisland we had just left.



(1 VOYAGES IN THE

Soon after our arrival we received a
visit from our countryman, Mr. Young,
who had resided there for fourteen’
years past ; from whom we had a con-
firmation of the particulars respecting
Tamahama communicated to us at
Whahoo, and of his erecting a royal
residence at Mouie, and, above all, of
his fixed determination to attempt the
conquest of the two other islands, of At-
towaie and Onehow.

His palace is built after the European
style, of brick, and glazed windows, hav-
ing LEuropean and American artificers
about him of almost every description.
Indeed his own subjects, from their inter-
course with Europeans, have acquired a
great knowledge of several of the mecha-
nical arts, and have thus enabled him to
increasc his navy, a very favourite object
with him. Ihave nodoubt thatina very
few years he will erect amongst these



PACIFIC OCEAN. 59

islands a power very far from despi-
cable.

The circumstances of this enterpri-
sing chief were greatly changed since the
visit of captain Vancouvre, to whom,
as to the servant and reprcsentative of
the king of Great Britain, with much
formality and ceremony, he had made a
conveyance of the sovereignty of Owhy-
hee, in the hopes of being thus more
strongly confirmed in his authority, and
supplied with the means of resisting his
enemies.

His dominion seems now to be com-
pletcly established. He is not only a
great warrior and politician, but a very
acute trader, and a.match for any Eu-
ropean in driving a bargain. He is well
acquainted with the different weights
and measures, and the value which all
articles ought to bear in exchange with
each other; and is ever ready tc take
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the advantage of the necessities of those
who apply to him or his people for
supplies.

His subjects have already made consi-
derable progress in civilization ; but are
held in the most abject submission, as
Tamahama is inflexible in punishing all
offences which seem to counteract his
supreme command.

It was only in 1792 that captain Van.
couvre laid down the keel of Tamaha-
ma’s first vessel, or rather craft ; but so
assiduously has he applied himself to
~ effect his grand and favourite object, the
establishment of a naval force, that at
the period of our arrival he had up-
wards of twenty vessels of different
sizes, from twenty-five to fifty tons;
some of them were even copper-bot-
tomed.

He was, however, at this time much
in want of naval stores; and, to have
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his navy quickly placed on a respectable
footing, would pay well for them.. He
has also a certain number of body-
guards to attend him, independently of
the number of chiefs who are required
to accompany him on all his journies
and expeditions.

In viewing this man, my imagination
suggested to me that I beheld in its
first progress one of those extraordi-
nary natures which, under other circum-
stances of fortune and situation, would
have ripened into the future hero, and
caused the world to resound with his
feats of glory. What other was Philip
of Macedon, as pictured by the Gre-
cian historians? a man who over-
came every disadvantage of slight re-
sources and powerful rivals, and ex-
tended the narrow sovereignty of Ma-
cedon into a universal monarchy of
Greeee, and the known world.

Some convicts from Botany Bay, hav-
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ing effected their escape to the Sandwich
Islands, rendered themselves at first ser-
vicable to Tamahama, and, in recom-
- pence, were put in possession of small
portions of land for cultivation. On
- these they raised some sugar-canes, and
at last contrived to distil a sort of spirit,
with which they entertained each other
by turns, keeping birth-days and other
~ holidays ; until Tamahama, finding that
such festivities greatly retarded his work,
made some gentle representations on the
subject.

This lenity, however, producing no
good effect, but the drinking, idleness,
and quarrels among the new settlers,
seeming rather to become more fre-
quent than before, and their insolence
being carried so far as to insult and mal-
treat many of the natives, Tamahama
gave the strangers to understand, that
in their next fighting-party he would
make one of the company, and see who
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:ould best acquit himself on the occa-
sion. This hint produced the desired
effect : the Botany Bay settlers were soon
brought into complete submission, and
a due sense of their situation.

These particulars were collected from
Mr. Young; a man of strict veracity,
who, having been long in the country,
had the best opportunities to know the
truth. He has been long in the confi-
dence of Tamahama, whose fortunes he
has constantly followed from the begin-
ning, and who gives him daily proofs
of the sincerity of his attachment. He
added, that for several years Tamahama
had adopted it as a rule, to request from
allEuropeans who touched within his do-
minions, a certificate or testimonial of his -
good conduct towards them; but that
now consideringhis character for honesty
and civility to be established, heno longer

deems such certificates of any impor-
tant use.



64 VOYAGES IN THE

Tamahama’s ardent desire to obtain a
ship from captain Vancouvre, was in all
probability first excited by the sugges-
tions of Young and his countryman
Davis: but such was the effect of this un-
dertaking, that Tamahama became im-
mediately more sparing of his visits on
board the Discovery; his time being
now chiefly employed in attending to

" the carpenters at work on this new man
of war, which, when finished, was named
the Britannia. This was the beginning
of Tamahama’s navy; and from his
own observations, with the assistance of
Messrs. Young, Davis, &c., he has la-
boured inflexibly in improving his ma-

. rine force, until he has trought it to its
present perfection ; securing to him not
only a decided superiority over the frail
canoes of his neighbours, but the means
of transporting his warriorrs to distant
parts. Some of his vessels are employed
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as transports-in carrying provisions from
one island to another to supply his war-
riors ; whilst the largest are used as men
of war,andareoccasionally mounted with
a few light guns. No one better under-
stands his interest than this ambitious
chief: no one better knows how to im-
prove an original idea. The favours of
Vancouvre, and his other European be-
nefactors, would have been thrown away
on any other savage; but Tamahama
possesses a genius above his situation.

His body-guards, who may be consi-
dered in some respects as regularly dis-
ciplined troops, go on duty and relicve
each other as in Europe, calling out a//
is well at every half-hour, as on board
ship. Their uniform at this time was
simply a blue great-coat with yellow fa-
cings.

‘With other things which Tamahama
has learned by intercourse ‘with Euro-
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peans, he has acquired a relish for our
spirits, so that some navigators have
exchanged their rum with him to very
good account ; sometimes when his stock
of liquor is exhausted, he employs the
Europeans settled in his dominions to
extract spirits from the sugar canes,
which grow there of an excellent quality.
‘When Tamahama means to relax from his
serious occupations, he invites his own
wives and those of his chiefs to share
his regale of spirits, which in its opera-
tion seldom fails to' create disputes and
even quarrels among the ladies, to the
great entertainment of the master of
the feast and the other male guests.
The natives of theSandwich Islandsare
in every respect much more ingenious,
and much further advanced in the know-
ledge of the useful arts of life, than those
of Otaheite. It is true that the formerare
gxcelled by the latter in the mannfacture
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of cloth; but the spears, the clubs, mats,
calibashes, fish-hooks, and other imple-
ments of the Sandwich Islanders, are far
superior to similar articles made in Ota-
heite, whose inhabitants are not much
regarded by their northern neighbours.
The natives of Bollabola, on the con-
trary, are esteemed by the natives of
the Sandwich Islands as the bravest and
most expert warriors of the Society
Islands ; every thing being good, accord-
ing to their adage, that comes from Bol-
labola. A number of the Sandwich Islan-
ders have at different periods passed to
Otaheite, where they find every encou-
ragement to settle from the young king
Otoo, who, from their superior skill and
warlike disposition, generally prefers
them as the attendants on his person.
During our stay at Atowaie, one of
these Sandwich Islands, we observed the
king aund his fighting general made use
Fo
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of spitting boxes inlaid with the teeth
of their enemies slain in battle ; and this
practice, joined to other circumstances,
observed at the time of their being dis-
covered by captain Cook, leads to the
belief that human beings were not un-
frequently their food. Indeed they were
confessedly canibals at the time of their
discovery.

The Sandwich Islands are extremely
well peopled, all circumstances of their
nature and fertility being considered :
and the women, according to Mr.
Young’s account, are said to be more
numerous than the men; whereas in
Otaheite the women are not reckoned
to amournt to more than onc tenth part
of the population.

The swiking difference in the popula-
tion of these two spots may in a great
measure be iinputcd to the absence from
Owhyhee of the horrid practice of in-
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fant murder. This increased population
of the Sandwich Islands has had one
good effect ; it has compelled the natives
to exert themselves in assisting nature by
the more careful cultivation of the soil,
and other branches of industry. The
tarra, yam, and sweet potatoe, are
productions common to all the islands;
but are found in the greatest plenty in
those which lie to leeward, and are
cheapest in Atowaic and Onchow,
from whence we took on board three
tons of yams, and twenty hogs; arti-
cles which would have cost a consider-
able sum in any of the islands subject to
Tamahama. These islands also pro-
duce most of the tropical fruits; me-
lons, shaddocks, pompions, plantains,
and bananas, are here in great abund-
ance. They likewise furnish Indian
corn, but not in a great quantity. The
sugar-canes are here of excellent quality.
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'The mountain plantain is of the greatest
service to the natives; for with these,
some cocoa-nut water, and a little mahbie
(a sour paste made of the bread-fruit
when ripe), well beat up together, they
make a dish called pop poye, eaten by all
ranks from the king to thelowest of the
inhabitants. The same food is univer-
sally used in Otaheite.
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CHAP. XVI.

Enterprising Spirit of the Sandwich Island-
ers—Knowledge of our Languuge.~
Dexterity in diving.— Desertion of the
Otabeitan Natives—Tamabama’s Inten-

tion of opening a Trade with China.

T'ue Sandwich Islanders in the domini-
ons of Tamahama, frequently make voy-
ages to the north-west coast of America.
and thereby acquiresufficient property to
make themselves easy and comfortable,as
well as respectable among their country-
men; to whom, on their return home,
they are fond of describing with great
emphasis and extravagance the singular
events of their voyage. Several of them
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have made considerable progress in the
Inglish language; their intercourse
with the Anglo-Americans, and the na-
vigators from DBritain, having given
them the opportunity, of which they
have so eagerly availed themselves.
. The. canoes of the Sandwich Islands
far surpassed any that we had seen in
other parts of the world; not only in
solidity and strength, but in the neat-
ness and skill of workmanship. These
canoes are so well calculated for speed,
that we have seen "the natives work
them along with their short paddles at
the rate of eleven or twelve miles in an
hour, and fairly run themn under water.
Although they have these excellent
canoes in abundance, the natives, both
men and women, often dispense with
the use of them, and swim to vessels
approaching the island, with no other
support than a thin feather-edged slice of
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wood : with these they play a thousand
tricks, tumbling and plunging one an-
other into the water, then rising to the
surface and plunging again, like so many
inhabitants of the deep.

Their fondness for the water is indeed
singular. They may be sometimes seen
extended and lolling indolently on the
water for the whole day, without any.
occupation, and as much at their ease as
if it was their native element. Instan-
ces are very rarc, I believe, of the Sand- -
wich Islanders being drowned; their
boldness and dexterity in diving is per-
haps unrivalled in any part of the werld.
Some of them who were employed by us
to assist in certain operations in the ship,
would dive in fifteen fathoms of water,
and clear the cable, however entangled
in the jagged rocks at the bottom.

I have heard from Mr. Young, that
Tamahama, in the early part of his
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career, being one day on board, request»
ed of the captain an anvil, an article
of which he stood in great need. To
have a specimen of the spirit and skill
of the natives, Tamahama was told that
he should have one on the condition that
his divers should simply bear it up in
ten fathoms water. To this he instantly
agreed, and the anvil was thrown into
the sea. Tamahama immediately sent
some of his people down after it, expect-
ing to raise it without difficulty ; but
they found it somewhat too heavy. Un-
‘willing however to abandon so great 2
treagure, they continued their efforts,
and, after long and repeated exertions,
succeeded in rolling the anvil along the
bottom of the sea, for about half a
mile, relieving each other alternately till
they gained the beach, and were received
by their countrymen with the loudest
applause.
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These and similar exertions, although
never declined by the divers, are often
attended with dangerous consequences
to their health. On their reappearing
on the surface of the water, we observed
their faces to be greatly swelled, their eyes
red and inflamed, and blood discharg-
ing profusely from their nose and ears.

In a short time, however, they reco-
ver their usual state, and are ready to
repeat the same exertion, and incur the
same or greater injury. The only pre-
cautions employed by them on these oc-
casions, are to close the apertures of the
body, as if to prevent the entrance of
the water.

To show their wonderful expertness
in diving, they would sometimes go
aloft to our top-gallant yard, then
plunge into the water, pass under the
ship’s bottom, and again appear on the
opposite side tumbling and sporting like
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so many water-fowl. We once attempt-
ed to turn this qualification to advan-
tage, by employing some of the natives
to nail parts of the copper sheeting on
- the ship’s bottom. They would remain
not less than three or four minutes un-
der the water, come up to the surface
to breathe, and return to their work.
This, had we not witnessed, we should
not readily have believed.

Both sexes are strong, hardy, and ca-
pable of enduring great fatigue. During
our stay amongst them, the natives of
Otaheite on board, struck probably with
the lively manners of the people, and
the appearance of the country, availed
themselves of a dark night to slip down
the ship’s side, and swam unperceived
to the shore. They soon however disco-
vered that they were not in Otaheite ;
for in the Sandwich Islands none are
permitted to be idle, but all must labour
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for a subsistence. This kind of life was
not to the taste of the Otaheitans ; they
embraced the first opportunity to return
to their native island, and arrived there
soon after our return. With them like.
wise returned to Otaheite our carpenter, -
who, as has been mentioned, had desert-
cd from-us a short time after we had
reached the Sandwich Islands.

An intercourse between these islands
and Otaheite may be of signal service
to the latter island ; as the natives of the
former are well acquainted with the cul-
tivation of the ground, and many other
useful and ingenious arts to which the
Otaheitans are almost entire strangers.
Since the discovery of the Sandwich
Islands by captain Cook, who so unfor-
tunately lost his life on one of them
(Owhyhee), the natives, who constantly
lament his untimely fate, have made ra-
pid progress in many mechanical arts ;
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and in the course of a few years more,
they confidently hope to be in a condi-
tion to open a trade with Chima in ves-
sels of their own construction, and na-
vigated by their own people.

They are already well acquainted with
trade on the north-west coast of Ame-
rica; and from thence they may draw
many articles to make up their cargo for
their own country, or the neighbouring
islands to the westward. :

It may naturally be asked, what arti-
cles of commerce or barter can be pos-
sessed by the Sandwich Islanders, a peo-
ple just sprung from nature? The an-
swer is at hand; they are able to fur-
nish fire-arms, gun-powder, hardware,
and cloth of different sorts; of all of
which Tamahama has accumulated
more than what is required for thelr
own consumption.

These have been acquired in the ex-
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change for labour and refreshments
supplied to the shipping who have
touched there ; particularly such as are
engaged in the trade to the north-west
parts of America. When the cargoes of
these last are completed, they readily
part with such articles as remain at
a very low rate, rather than be incum-
bered with them during the remainder
of their voyage. Besides the above-
mentioned articles of foreign introduc-
tion, the Sandwich Islanders possess
the sandal wood, pear] oyster-shell, and
some pearls, all articles of high value in
the China market. One difficulty, how-
ever, still remains to their accomplish-
ment of this object, which is their want
of hands to navigate the ships on
voyages of such length and intricacy.
Fortunately however for these enterpri-
sing islanders, there are now resident
among them several Europeans and
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Anglo-Americans, men of ability and
knowledge ; such are Mr. Young, Mr.
Davis, Captain Stewart, &c. &c. For
twelve or fourteen years before our vi-
sit, these gentlemen had employed them-
selves successfully in instructing the na-
-tives, and their extraordinary chief Ta-
mahama, in many useful arts, and parti-
cularly in that of navigation from island
to island, so that many of the inhabi-
tants have thus become brave, hardy,
and not inexperienced sailors.

In the commencement of their trad-
ing expeditions, the Europeans would no
doubt be entrusted with the command;
but the islanders, from their ardour to
learn, and capacity for instruction,
would soon themselves be in a condition
to take the charge of the vessels and
cargo. It may perhaps be supposed that
the king would be unwilling to entrust
these vessels, property, and pérsoas, to
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the Europeans and Americaris residing
among them, lest they should carry
them to some distant part of the world,
and then either wholly abandon them,
or appropriate the profits to their own
advantage. But of this there is little
danger; as, independently of the good
conduct hitherto evinced by these stran-
gers, and their consequent good charac-
ter in the islands, almost all of them
have married in the country, and have
a numerous offspring to whom they are
powerfully attached, and have besides
renounced all idea of ever returning to
their native land..

This barter, or carrying-trade, be-
tween Chima and the north-west coast of
America, would soon enrich the inhabi.-
tants of the Sandwich Islands, and their
wants and desires for the hxuries as-
well as the conveniences of life would
speedily increase; an opeming would:

VOL. IL.. G
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thus be made for the introduction of
the arts, the manners, the improve.
ments, and knowledge, of civilized
Europe.
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CHAP. XVIL

Hint to the Missionary Society.—Departure
Jrom the Sandwich Islands.—Passage to
the Southward.—Suspicious Behaviour

of the Natives.

Tue Missionary Society might perhaps
find it answer their purposes, to turn
their attention to that quarter where, in
my humble opinion, their benevolent ef-
forts are more likely to-prove successful
than in Otaheite. The’ Otahextans are
indeed apparently softer in’ their man-
ners than the northern 1slandcrs, but
they are far behind the latter in their
skill in the arts of hfe, and in their de-
gire to acquire instruction of every kind.

Indeed, from certain events that took

G 2



84 VOYAGES IN THE

place on their being discovered, and par-
ticularly from the lamented fate of the
great Cook, the Sandwich Klanders
have generally been regarded as a race
of savage barbarians. The truth, how-
ever, is, as has been already noticed,
that many of the horrible practices of
the more amiable Otaheitans, such as
infant murder, &c. &c. are unknown
amongst them ; and the fatal accident
which befel Cook, is to this day deeply
and generally deplored.

-“Their eager and insatiable curiosity to
observe' and understand whatever is
doing by the Furopeans, unrestrained
by any of those considerations of pro-
priety which influénce civilized nations
has had a tendency to draw oo them th
character of rude and uncultivated men
but let it be considered that this curiosit
and ardour are not the effects of childi:
ignorance, but are produced by the m¢
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decided anxiety to learn whatever they
secec done: their seemingly rude beha-
viour will then be forgiven.

Should the Missionary Society adopt
this hint, and make the experiment, I
have no doubt that land might be easily
procured as a grant or as a purchase.
Tamahama is perfectly acquainted with
the nature of a bargain, in the European
sense of the term, and would conform
rigidly to the conditions; differing in
this, as well as in many other respects,
from certain chiefs in Otaheite. The
latter are constantly endeavouring to
extort fresh remuneration from the mis-
sionaries there, whem they seem to re-
gard only as strangers suffered to re-
main amongst them during their geod
pleasure.

Missionaries in the Sandwich Islands
would moreover experience every aid
from the resident Europeans. This is
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another great advantage over their coun-
trymen in. Otaheite, and Tongataboo.
From the first arrival of the Otaheitan
-missionaries they were exposed to the
greatest hardships and dangers from
their own countrymen. Some despera-
does of Europe, at that time residing
among the natives, instead of assisting
these worthy men in their forlorn situ.
ation, they took a malicious pleasure
in counteracting their efforts on all occa-
sions, misrepresenting their views, and
endeavouring to stir up the natives to
outrage and violence. Young,Davis, and
Stewart, would, on the contrary, be
of infinite use in the Sandwich Islands ;
they would negotiate between the mis-
sionaries and the natives; and, being men
- of probityand character, in full possession
of the confidence of Tamahama, thel
good offices could not fail of effect.
am persuaded that a simple applicatio
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would not fail to secure their most stre-
nuous efforts,

As a proof of the fidelity with which
Tamahama fulfils his engagements, I®
may mention that of the cattle intro-
duced by captain Vancouvre ; the terms
were said to be, that none were to be
touched for a certain number of years.
This condition has been rigidly preserved
till that time expired, and these animals
have in consequence become so wild,
that none of the natives dare approach
them. So that,rangingattheir fullliberty,
they have destroyed the fences, trampled
down the crops, and done much other
damage. Though the inhabitants them-
selves have frequently suffered thus se-
- werely from their incursions, they have
rigidly adhered to the condition of thc
original gift.

- Owhyhee may be seen, in fine wea-
ther, at the distance of forty leagues
aift at- sea ; -containing two very lofty
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mountains, Mouna Roa,and Mouna Kaa,

' ‘whose summits are generally enveloped
in clouds and vapours..

€ A few days before we left the bay of
Karakakooa, seven spermaceti whales
passed within half a mile of the ship,
rolling along very deliberately to the
eastward. Had any of our South Sea
whalers been there at the time, there
might have been excellent sport, and no
very unprefitable employment ; probably
‘not less than two thousand pounds value
for the day’s-work.

Having now accomplished the object
for which-we had ~visited the Sandwich
Islands, that.of layingin a stock of salt,
‘we took in a sufficient supply of water;
for this we were compelled to pay a
most unreasonable charge, being obliged
to employ the natives, as our own peo-
ple would most probably have seized
the opportunity .of deserting.

In the evening of the 21st of January



PACIFIC OCEAN. 89

1803, we weighed and stood away along
the shore to the eastward. In this course
we had a very full view of some erup-

tions from the volcanoes in the centre *

of the island of Owhyhee. With a fa-
vourable wind and clear weather, we
briskly proceeded on our return to Ota-
heite.

On the 11th of February we made a
small island called Mangee, whichappear-
ed very productive, as we observed on
the shore a great abundance of cocoa-
nut and bread-fruit trees. This island is
probably well peopled, but as night was
coming on, we had no communication
with the natives. As the night ap-
proached, but before it was yet dark,
observing several canoes employed in
fishing, we hove to, in the expecta-
tion that they would approach ; as fur-
ther encouragement for them to do so,
we showed them a number of lights
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fromthe ship, when, to our amazement,
the whole shore was almost instantane.
ously illuminated, and this with as
much regularity as if the intervals be-
tween the lights or fires had been care-
fully measured. No canoes however
coming off to us, we made sail to the
southward, being now considerably to
the leeward of all the Society Islands.
In running across these seas, we fell in
with several low islands, some of which,
we have reason to believe, had never
before been visited by Europeans. Such
of the natives of these straggling islands
as came within our observation, seemed
to be an artful insinuating race; we
found them at the same time to be both
treacherous and barbarous. When we
came near to these islands, the captain
from curiosity went in the boat to have
a near view of the country; but on
reaching the shore, the natives gave
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such indications of artifice and cunning,
that he did not think it prudent to land.
They were all armed with spears and
other offensive weapons. As the boat
approached the shore, the women with-
drew and retired up the country, a prac-
tice seldom used amongst savage nations
but when hostilities are expected to take
place. The captain however threw on
shore a few nails and other trifles ; and
the natives in return sent off to the
boat a few of the feathers of the Tro-
pic bird, fastened to the end of a long
bamboo.

- These'islanders were of a complexion
darker by some shades than the natives
of Otaheite ; and much thinner and less
cleanly in their persons. Their long
shaggy hair was twisted together like a
mat. The captain concluded that they
must be very ill supplied with fresh wa-
ter, as the highest part of the island did
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not appear more than six feet above the
surface of the sea. Their chief food,
as he supposed, must be fish and roots,
as no bread-fruit nor cocoa-nut trees
were .to be secen on any part of the
island.

‘We afterwardscame to another island,
having in the middle of it a large lagoon,
which we could discover from the mast
head. My curiosity prompting me to
examine this singular spot, I went on
shore, but found great difficulty in land-
ing, as the shore appeared to be sur-
rounded with a reef of rocks in every
place, excepting towards the leeward-
most end, where was a narrow channel
not more than twenty yards across,
through which the lagoon discharged
itself into the sea.

Upon coming to this spot, the tide
ran out so strong, that the boat could
not stem the current; we therefore
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landed as near as was possible to this
channel, and sent off two of the people,
one of them a Sandwich. Islander, to
discover whether the island was inhabit-
ed. I remained with the others of the
boat’s crew on the shore, in the expecta-
tion of their return, but as they staid
much longer than I had expected,. I
began to apprehend that some accident
had befallen them. As the ship was
near the land, I wasin the act of putting
off to her to procure some fire-arms,
having neglected to bring any with us,
when our two men made their appear-
.ance, and waded up to their necks to
get to the beat.

1 demanded of them if they had effect-
ed any intercourse with the natives, or
had even seen any, for we had ourselves
as yet discovered none. They said that
they had scen and spoken with the
islanders, and that they had strongly
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solicited them to accompany them wup
the country. As our men were both
without the spears which they had
carried from the boat, I enquired what
was become of them, and was informed
that the natives had made them under-
stand by signs their wishto examine these
weapons ; but when they had once got
them into their possession, they ob_]ected
to restore them.

Upon this information I resolved to
attempt to open an intercourse with
them, but as a necessary precaution re-
turned to the ship for fire-arms; and
this being obtained, together with a new
addition to the number of my men, I
returned to the shore. Our two scouts
gave a very favourable account of the
natives, saying they appeared kind and
friendly. I therefore carried back the
Sandwich Islander, to serve, if possi-
ble, as an interpreter between the na-
tives and me.
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On our reaching the entrance of the
channel to the lagoon, the tide had
slackened so much that we were able to
pull the boat against the tide. By so .
doing we got forward more commodi-
ously than we could have done by land,
as the ground was over-run with a
thick underwood, which would have
rendered our progress both tedious and
irksome. By going on the water we
-were also out of the immediate power
of - the natives, who could neither sur-
prise, nor mislead us, had such been
‘their intention.

Upon gaining the inner end of this
channel, we found the current no longer
running outwards, but discharging itself
into the lagoon with a rapidity equal to
that of the Thamesunder London-bridge.
The narrow inlet now resembled a mill-
race ; and we were so far engaged in it,
that we had no alternative, but either
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ta r;un forward through xt, or mcm- the
risk of being dashed: to pieces on: ﬁxc
.coral rocks which: lined the' sides.
eur way through . this inlet the boat
made two or three heavy plunges, which
filled her more than half full with water;
the helm lost all influence, and the eddy
whirled us round with great rapidity.
This anxious and hazardous situation
lasted about two' minutes, when at
length we arrived without injury in the
lagoon, and proceeded forward in quest
of the natives; we ‘expected that they
would before this have again made their
appearance, as they must have w1tnessed
all our motions.

When we had’ advanced a short ‘way,
we discovéred five ‘or six who had left
that part of theshor¢ wheré’ wé had
first landed, ind “were movmg ﬁp the
country with all speed Upon this I
put the boat’s head in shore, that I
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might if possible get before them, and
thus effect an interview. The natives
however, perhaps discovering our inten-
tion, quickened their pace, as if they
cither dreaded or disregarded any such
intercourse; and were a full quarter of
a mile before us, before we could reach
the shore of the lagoon. That they
might not be alarmed at our numbers or
arms, I landed only the two men they
had formerly seen, who hailed them in
the Otaheitan language and manner, to
induce them to stop.

This at last produced the desired ef-
fect, and our two men got up to them;
the other two with myself still remain-
ing in the boat, and following at a dis-
tance. As our men on shore drew near,
the natives again began to move for-
wards, but so slowly that they were at
Iast overtaken.

They now appeared to enter into

VOL. Il H
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conversation with our twe interpreters,
one a native of -the Sandwich Islands,
and the other a sailor who understood
and spoke fluently the language of
Otaheite. This appearance of intercourse
gave me great pleasure, as the natives
would thus learn that our views in com-
ing to their island were friendly, and
might be advantageous. We continued
at some distance in expectation of the
signal to advance ; but as no such signal
was made by our people, and as they
and ‘'the natives again moved forwards,
1 began to apprehend some ambush or
.other treachery on'the part of theisland-
erse - oo :

The day was now declining, and we
had been drawn a considerable way up
the lagoon ; we were moreover aware
that, upon our return, we might be ex-
posed to the same, if not greater dan.
gers, as upon our entrance, and more
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particularly as~it rwould 'be then:.dark :
I-therefore fhade:-a signal for:omr: men
to return to the boat, ‘but, instead, of
obeying, they: beckoncd 'to-48s to. ads_
wance.

* ‘Concluding that matters were now in
a favourable way, we pulled up as fast as
possiblej and when we arrived abreast of
them; our two men walked gently down
to the water's edge, without saying a
word tnore to the natives.

“The sailor, on coming up to me, shook
his -heéad very significantly; and the
Sandwich Islander said- he believed the
natives were canibals, applying his armn
to his teeth, and showing as if he bit his
fiesh. It has been already mentioned,
that-on the first visit the natives had
cajoled these men out of their spears;
snd on this occasion they had obtained
their . necklaces and ear-drops (the
sailor being dressed in all respects like an

H 2
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~ _natives, to
the namher of cight, were al}. this time
stmdmg .on_the bank of the lagoon,
apparently in doubt whether they should
venture. to, approach us. In order 1o
encourage them, I held up.to their view
some looking.glasses, knives, scissars, and
sundry. other articles ;.at all.which they
looked with .great attention, but still
remamcd unmowed- At last one of. them
ventured to come down. to the;stern.of
the boat, which now lay closs to- the
land, ready. to start, .if: qecessary,- at a
moment’s warning.

This- - man, who: seemed to b& the
stoutest of the party, displayed a most
curipus mixture: of fear and cunsing,
while he reached out one hand to receive
a looking-glass in exchange for 2-peaz}
gorget which he held in the other. . His
manner gave me such a distrust of ‘his’
-intentions, thatI thought .it prudent, to
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secure myself by oneé hand to the boat,
lest in'making this transfer he should
attémpt to drag me out of it. This,
however, he did gt venture, but made
off speedily to his countrymen with his

prize, the only one I have reason to
belteve in the whole island.

" Notwithstanding this man’s sudden
departure, 1 continued to hold up as
before sundry articles, that might if pos-
sible induce more of them to approach.
None of them however showed any in-
clination to such intercourse, rernaining
at a distance with a wild stare of amaze-
ment, not unmixed, as I thought with
an air of artifice.

. Had I been disposed to have inflicted
any punishment on these poor savages
for their tredchery in plundering our
interpreters, it would have been easy
for us to have killed, or at least severely
wounded them, so that they and their
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dcsoendants would not have forgol;tcn
our.visit for many years. ;. But compas-.
skanating their. ignorant and uncultiva.
ted state, and knowipg that they were
not worse than all the other islanders of
the Pacific Ocean, I suffered them to pass
unpunished. Every act of theft is not
to be punished by shooting the offender
through the head. The great guns are
not to be discharged into a promiscuous
- crowd upon every petty disturbance.
This is certainly as bad policy as it is
humanity ; and if these people know
-what murder is, it cannot much exalt
us in their esteem that we regard it so
lightly.
To shew them, however, that their
" lives were in our power, even while
they remained at what they naturally
deemed a secure distance, I fired a
- pistol in the air. The report frightened
« these poor creatures so much that they
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pped down amongst the grass as if
7 ‘had been really shot, and never
mpted to move till the boat had been
off from the shore.
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So’ much time had been lost ‘in thesé
different ‘proceedings, that I began ‘to
fear we should have some difficulty
in finding our way out of ‘the lagoon;
we therefore' made all ‘Iraste bick'to
the entrance, but it was dark'long
before’ we reached it; amd- we found
ourselves involved in 2 vortex, which
whirled us into a kind of chimmel somé-
what beyond that by which we had éti-
tered ; nor did we perceive our situatibh
until, having proceeded about halfway
along this channel, the boat took the
ground. o

Our people 1mmedxatdy Jﬂmped aut
of the boat, and tried to track herinto
the proper’ chimmel ; no Such' pasiage,
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however, could be found, for a-head the
boat was quite. dry. We had, there-
fore, no choice left but to put back and
take a fresh dcparture, when in an in-
stant we were again swept away within
the hagoan,.and whirled round.as bchrc
with great rapidity. The tide, it seoma,
had changed. at the very time when we
were endeavouring to. discover another
channd. We now found ourselves com-
pletely . bewildered, as. the tldc made
Ap. yith such strength tha.t it was im-
,possible. for us to stem it, with our oars.
.Qur. situation now :became dangcrous
and critical,: and the. . greatest caution was
Aherefore necessary.. . .

« .1 made the. pcoplc once more gct out,
3pd track. the. boat. along the. edge.of
the reef until we got to the top, which
:4esminated in. a. sharp point, and thcn
;doubls the.corner, by which means we
Aepad, 19 Je free fnom the danger of
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similar “acciderits. The men; equally
anxious with myself, exerted themselves
to the utmost; but the rocky reef on
which they walked was comyposed of
parts as sharp as flints, whigh severely
injured their feet; and at almost every
second step they found themselves up to
the middle, often up to the neck, in the
water.

It was now extrethely dark, but for
tunately we had discovered the ship’s
lights over the narrow belt of land be-
tween the lagoon and the sea; a sight
which not only helped to keep up our
spirits in these embarrassing circumt
stances, but to guide us in our search
for a proper issue from the lagoon. The:
boat’s crew continued, in spite of every
difficulty, to drag her along the reef,
until they could no longer endure the
fatigue and pain of these arduous efforts.
The tidé had by this time begun to sét
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into the lagoon in its greatest strength ;
for. these reasens 1 judged it. safest to
bring the boat to anchor alongside:the
reef; setting up a land-mark to direct
u_q.in our course when the moon should
rise, which we calculated to be about
balf past ten.

- It was now between seven and eight
o’clock, and the interval was beyond
.description - distressing. We lay in a
mast perilous situation, surrounded with
a savage race, suspected to be canibals.
The. imaginations of our people were
filled with the most dismal apprehen-
sions,. and several began absolutely to
despair of ever returning to the ship.
Is .geemed indeed. impossible that the
hoat should escape from the lagoon with-
‘out,being sunk or dashed to pieces; and
if the crew survived such an event, they
must-doubtless have fallen into the hands
of .the inhabitants, never to be rescued.
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In this manner had each his different
opxmon as to the fate awqiting us, but
not one ‘of us entertained any very sdn.
guine hope. : et
~ At length the long-wxshcd moon ap-
peared, but half an hour later than‘we
had reckoned, when we discovered our-
sélves to be about two hundred yards
from the gut of the lagoon, .. Upcn
reaching this spot the tide was raaning
gently. Turning the sharp, sorper)of
the reef, we immediately.found ont-
selves in the proper channel;;a relief
for which our thankfulness is not-to be
cxpressed. Had the natives known.eur
situation, and been disposed to take ad-
-vantage of it, we might easily havebeen
cut off, the channel by which we had re-
turned being in its widest part not more
than twenty yards across. But either
they imagined us to have got off before
it became dark, or had become afraid of
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ua front the dischargé of ‘the plsto'l One
effect of this adventure was, that it con-
siderably abated my ardour for enter-
prises of such a nature without previ-
onsly making all due enquiries.
+«¥We ‘passed safely through the inlet
to.the 'sea,~and within half an hour
found : purselves amongst our shipmates
an«pdard; -who had become extremely
uneasy coficerniitg us.” "’
.0 Qur:two “interpréters ‘informed us,
that the  mMatives of this island under-
stdod but:very impérfectly the language
of Otaheite; but that they seemed to
have>somsé’ riotion of the existence of
sachzah islaiid;’ which they supposed to
becten /eiinés latgct thas its actual mag-
nitedd. s “They had also 2 confused idea
ofoPomsrrié ‘and his authority in Uta-
beive; and supposed Him to be a person
ofolraglostature, in- which they were
not -entirely mistaken. - HoWw ‘these’ de-
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tached islanders camé €6 have these 16>
tions it is not easy to conceive; but they
may have been acquired from the -
tives of some other islands, drivéh
thlthcr by stress of weather. -
These lagoon islands are most strik-
ing instances of thig-infinite power and
wisdom of the great Architett of "the
Universe; who has so arranged its ma-
terials, that the sea should be forced
from its proper bed, to make room for
the elevation of a narrow barrier to en-
close these portions of the deep. The
prospect of this very curious spot so
strongly affected me, that, whilst wait.
ing for our people, who had gone up
the country, I involuntarily uttered =
kind of inward ejaculation, ¢ How
wonderful are all thy works, O Lord,
and thy ways past finding out!” '
This part of the Pacific has been
termed by navigators the Labyrinth;

(
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and, I think, most properly, for the
navigation is dangerous in the extreme.
Here I cannot but observe, that had it
pleased the great Architect of Nature
in the plan of creation to have raised
this part of the world but a few hun-
dred fathoms from its present level, we
should most probably have been .fur-
nished with countries of vast extent,
and islands innumerable, which at pre..
sent lay concealed but a short distance
from its surface.

The ridge or narrow border of land
surrounding the lagoon of this island,
as far as I could observe, seemed in it3
broadest part to be only about two
hundred yards across, in many places
much narrower, and in no place more
than eight feet above the level of the
sea. No indications of the bread-fruit
came within our observation, but here
and there might be seen a dozen or
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more of cocoa-nut trees; half of the
however, were without tops, these ha
ing been probably broken off by t
wind. I hence concluded, that it mu
at times blow very hard in this sp«
for I never observed the same appe:
ance in any of the Society Islands.

The lagoon, in the centre, seem
to be about six or seven miles acrot
and not less than twelve or fourteen
length ; the whole interior being o
continued sheet of water, and seeming
very deep. As we entered from tl
sea, we saw a canoe in it about tw
miles before us; it was paddling wit
all speed towards the share: this wa
most probably, to escape from us, :
the people left it the moment the
reached the land.

At the spot where we first touches
we found a few dried fish, sharks’ head:
and two turtle shells, hanging up in
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sort of marja, #an qﬂ"pxmg, to the god
- of. thonatives : - .
sds Fhefeg alsq, we saw a few mlserablc
:zhntsy made of a kind of ,cocoa-nut mat-
:ting; but saw.npone .of the 1nhab1tants,
-who had: probably. ret_x_rc.d to a distance
on secing us land..- In some places the
i.ground -was burrowed by certain ani-
-xmals, and. part seemed to have. been
.sdone:that .merning. . ‘khe- natives, as
rfar 3s.could be:judged from our short
7 iptercourse svith them, appear to be cf
:the.sameirace with those of the islands
+ Wying.more ta the eastward (wild and
+ arbarous); who-had been visited by the
.+Qaptain ; and.-some shades darker than
sthese 106- Otaheite.  Their appearance
vwwas loathsome.and forbidding; and, ex-
cepting what subsistance they can draw
.‘from .the .sca.and the lagoon, with a
~few coeoa nuts and roots, they seem de-
s prived by nature .of all other means of
VOL. IL. I
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support. By what means they procure
water we could not discover; and the
population must of necessity be very
scanty. We saw only eight natives all
the time we were in the island. As far
as we know, we were the first Euro.
peans who had trodden this inhospitable
spot.

At another island that fell in our .
way, far to the westward of the other,
we were visited by about a dozen ca-
noes, with one native in each. They
brought off nothing for barter, but ap.
peared to have been solely attracted by
curiosity to survey the ship and people;
no common spectacle in those parts
of the world. They eontinuved for some
time near us, staring with wild amaze.
ment at every thing before them; but
no endeavours on our part could prevail
on any of them to come on board: we
found, however, that their language was
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quite uninteiigible to all o=r penpis.
They accepted some of omr irickess. Hut
seemed to set very licde wzine o othom

Ldbdbaw &\ 2o sain ce.®

They were all compicteiv in & state f
nodity, excepting 2 smail Tuft i grass
hanging down before the =il
countepance and manpers nid A very
wild espression, ard they were of a
darker hue than anyv cf the same rice
we had before seen ; their persons were
thin and meagre, their Lair was tiick
and shaggy, and their bodics appeared
to be covered with filth, and extremely
forbidding. This island was a low, flae,
sandy spot, iike many others in this part
of the world, having on it a few cocoa-
nut trees, but giving few signs of any
other vegetation. The food of the in-
habitants must, probably, be fish,a never-
failing article in the Pacific Oceans with
perhaps a few miserable roots, of other
vegetable productions. It waseur =

12
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nion that these islanders had never be-
fore seen any Europeans, otherwise they
would have been more ready to court
our acquaintance ; particularly had they
once known the use and value of the
articles of iron manufacture, which they
might have hoped to procure from us.
The natives of such countries as were
unacquainted with Europeans,I havecon-
stantly found to be shy, reserved, and
very suspicious.

I cannot but here remark, that no
skill in the navigator can reduce the na-
vigation of these seas to any certainty
of safety: the bottoms being so jagged,
so irregular, and the inequalities of
depths so frequent and sudden, that it is
impossible to take any soundings which
can be of much practical benefit.*

* For the situation of these islands, the geogra-
phical reader is referred to Mr. Arrowsmith’s ac-
curate map,
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CHAP. XIX.

Visit the small ILland of Matia.— Inter-
course with the ‘Islanders.—QOne of Po-
marrie’s Deputies exercising the supreme
Authority.—Admiration of the Natives
on seeing us pump the Ship.—Arrive the
second Time at Otabeite.

FINDING no intercourse could be rea-
dily opened with these poor islanders,
we made sail, and arrived at the small
island of Matia, situated about fifty
leagues to the northward of Maitea,
which liesabout twenty leagues east from
Otaheite. Matia appeared to be as level
as a2 bowling-green on the top, and
might properly enough be called Table
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Land. We found it was governed by a
deputy sent by Pomarrie from Otaheite,
being the most distant spot under his
authority.

In this island lay a very large double
canoe, which had left Otaheite six
months before to collect tribute. The
natives brought off to us abundance of
bread-fruit and cocoa nuts, as articles
for traffic, taking in return looking-
glasses, nails, &c. &c. No hogs were
produced, as the island furnishes very
few, the principal support of the inha-
bitants being derived from the sea. In
manners and appearance, the inhabitants
of this little island bore a strong resem-
blance to those of Otaheite, but were
less civilized ; and our arrival excited
amongst them a much greater degree of
curiosity than had been shewn by the
natives of the other islands we had just
visited. The gorget, made of a pearl
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kind of oystershell, was universally
worn ; but their cloth, of which they
produced some _specimens, scemed to
be much inferior to that of Otahcite.
Many of the natives were dressed in a
teboota made of long knotted grass,
carelessly thrown over their shoulders,
and descending to the knees. Their
canoes, on the other hand, were superior
in point of execution to those of Ota-
heite, being ornamented with a profu-
sion of carved work.

We lay off and on in a very fine bay,
under the lee of the island. The low
land surrounding it, and extending to
the hills, was rich in bread-fruit and
cocoa-nut trees; and the beach, con-
sisting of a fine sand, was crowded with
natives, who watched all our motions
with the most attentive curiosity. We
admitted some of the chiefs, with their
friends and attendants, to come on board
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the ship; they examined every object
that presented itself to them with the
most eager admiration. Having occa-
sion at this tine to pump the ship, the
instant the water began to flow they
were struck with amazement, and in-
stantly left the quarter-deck to flock
round the pump, showing an extreme
inquisitiveness to know whence this wa-
ter came, and how it was raised. Our
mariner’s compass next attracted their
notice, and they seemed to be filled with
astonishment when our Otaheitan chief
on board explained to them its uses.
He was listened to as an oracle of infor-
mation, and told them many things, I
believe, that at least bordered on the
marvellous. He informed them that we
possessed weapons, which, being merely
pointed at them, would kill them in an
instant ; thus, no doubt, describing our
fire-arms loaded. As far as we could
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learn, the natives had seen but one ves-
sel before ours, which was probably a
brig, as they represented her to have
had but two masts.

Leaving Matia, we at length found
ourselves restored to our old friends in
Otaheite, where Pomarrie, Edeah, and
Otoo, welcomed us in the most cordial
manner. When these civilities were
over, we were overwhelmed with appli-
cations for Sandwich Island cloth, and
other articles of use or curiosity ; and
were quite unable to gratify the desires
of our numerous applicants, who have
no end to craving. They enquired the
history of our voyage, and the wonders
we had scen at Popahie, meaning Owbhybee.
To these enquiries we gave the best an-
swers in our power, and then presented
to them a woman from the Sandwich
Islands, brought with us in the ship on
the following account.
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. In these remote parts of the globe we
were often obliged to grant indulgences
to our people, to which in other circum-
stances we should never have agreed, and
which would never have been expected.
Our second mate, a very useful person in
the government of the ship’s company,
and in many other respects, pleaded hard
with us, while we lay at the Sandwich
Islands, to be allowed to carry a female
native back with him to Port Jackson,
in New South Wales. To such a pro-
position we would certainly have denied
our assent ; but, presuming on the im-
portance of his services, the mate inti-
mated that, unless his desire was com-
plied with, he would leave us at the first
opportunity.

Having already malcontents enough,
without adding an officer to the num-
ber, and one who had such great influ-
ence with the men, we thought it most
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prudent to suffer him to bring this
woman on board, and thus completely
secured him to our interests. Much
mischief might otherwise have been fo-
mented in the ship, had he been irritated
by a refusal of his request.

This person was passionately fond of
his new mistress, and spared neither ex-
pence nor pains to equip her in the
bhandsomest manner ; she was, in truth,
in a most woful plight when he received
her from her relations, being brought
to him without either wardrobe or
jointure, but just as she stood, in her
homely country dress. It was therefore
necessary to clothe the poor creature en-
tirely anew ; no easy task in our ship,
where we had neither mantua-maker
nor linen-draper. Her husband, there-
fore, purchased seven purple-bordered
shawls, on which, at every leisure mo-
ment, he worked in his best manner,
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until at length he produced a sort of long
robe,stitched together rather thansewed.
When fitted on the lady it had much
the air of a leopard’s skin, from the
multitude of spots formed by the cross-
ing of the coloured borders in all direc-
tions. That her finery might be of a piece,
and she appear a little 2 /e mode de Bri-
tannie, it was necessary she should wear
pumps. .The robe not only fitted, but
quite delighted the poor girl, but with
the pumps she would willingly have
dispensed. It was her husband’s will,
however, that she should wear them,
and she reluctantly submitted.

This was no small sacrifice on her part,
for when the shoes were tied on, she
moved as if she had been iron-shod.
This was an operation toe painful to be
long endured; she therefore requested of
her husband, that she might be unfet-
tered ; he consented, and her finery was
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laid aside till she reached Otaheite. One
of her husband’s shirts was substituted
for common wear, during the passage.
From the first moment of the ship’s
arrival she was received with uncommon
attention by the ladies, who flocked
around her in crowds, regarding her at-
tentively from head to foot, and com-
plimenting her very courteously. Whe-
ther it was, that her colour so nearly
resembled their own, or that the splen-
dour of her dress so far surpassed any
thing they had beforc seen, they were
in raptures with her : every one pressed
cagerly forward to pay their respects.
After they had a while gazed at her in
this manner, the women withdrew with
her into the ship’s hold. I know not
the object of this privacy, whether
that they suspected that she was some
man dressed up to impose upon them,
or that, previous to her reception
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amongst them, there was a kind of
masonry to be observed : so far is cer-
tain, that from what the woman after-
wards said, they must have examined
her very closely. None were more busy
on this occasion than some of the
branches of the royal family.

Every one was eager to become her
Tayo ; perhaps, as she was the wife of
an European, they cherished themselves
with the hope that some presents might
be in the way. They are in this respect
most excellent calculators, but some-
times over-reach themselves, as was the
case with respect to our armourer. She
received manv pressing invitations to vi-
sit them on shore, and complied with the
greater part of them, dressed out to
the best advantage. She did not, how-
ever, walk in her new pumps as if she
had enjoyed the benefit of a dancing
master.
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CHAP. XX.

Death of the Father of Pomarrie—Singu-
lar-Character.— Departure of the Cap-
tain.— Residence in Otabeite Factory.

Durine our absence we found that the
ship Nautilus had been at Otaheite, and
taken away all the hogs she could pro-
cure. This was not the most pleasing
intelligence.

Since our departure the father of Po-
marrie had died, worn out by the gra-
dual decay of nature, being blind at the
period of his death. From his general
character, he appears to have been a man
of unexampled cunning and intrigue.
Like many ambitious characters, he
looked more to the end than to the
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means ; and contrived by various well
concerted schemes so to improve to the
advantage of his family the dissensions
of the island, as to procure the royal au-
thority for his son Pomarrie. Tamarre,
son of the famous Oberea, the queen
in the time of Wallis, was thus deprived -
of his right ; and the family of Pomar-
rie invested quietly with the sovereign
power. :
We found by this time that there was
no probability of procuring at Otaheite
any further supply of hogs; and that our
endeavours to this end required more
time than we could conveniently spare.
Dispatch was now our grand object. The
captain and myself therefore concurrec
in opinion, that, as the most pruden
mcasure under our present circumstar
ces, he should sail with the ship to som
of the islands to the windward, a1
thence procuring a live stock of hoy
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should bring them to Otaheite to be
slaughtered. Myself with two or three
assistants were to remain at Otaheite
on the salting business.

Upon the departure of the ship I was.
received with transport as a temporary
resident. I knew to what to impute this
warm welcome; having brought from
the ship a2 most plentiful store, I was
richer than all the royal family of Ota-
heite, and was received accordingly.
For my greater convenience I endea.
voured to render my temper as con-
formable as possible to their manners and
customs. . From this cause I was never
free from a crowd of all ages and sexes ;
and their curiosity was truly embarrass.
ing. An Otahcitan must see every thing.
By humouring them in these respects, I
kcame a very general favourite; not
aly with the people, but with the royal
family. Every one attended me with

VoL. 1L, K
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- the greatest civility ; and the king and
myself almost daily exchanged presents
and provisions. By these means our bu.
siness of salting proceeded without in-
terruption.

During this residence amongst them,
I could not but observe their immode.
rate use of the ava. No sooner had
they procured any fresh supply from
Eimeo, or the more distant parts of
their own island, than they gave them-
selves up to intoxication, and remained
stupified for days together. I was again
confirmed in my opinion, that the intro-
duction of spirits would be attended
with the general destruction of the po-
pulation.

On lcavmg the ship, I requested the
permission of Pomarrie to trade all over
the island for hogs; this was most rea-
dily granted to me, as Matavia had be-
come exhausted from the multitude of
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its late visitors. As my salting business
required an addition of assistance, I was
compelled to engage some fugitive sca.
men, a kind of men whom I should
otherwise have rejected with disdain. 1
endeavoured at first to effect my pur-
pose by means of the natives under the
superintendance of a European; and
sent them coasting around the island for
hogs ; but the fatigue of the oars soon
sickened them, and they could never be
prevailed upon to make a second trip. It
was truly ludicrous to see their yawns
and grimaces upon these occasions ;
they would exhibit their blistered
hands, and exclaim most dolefully, Ow-
how, Owhow, Not good, Not good.
Indeed many of them never made their
appearance before me a second time, but
betook themselves to flight at the first
place where the boat landed. . We might
have waited for pork till Doomsday bee
’ K2
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fore they would have acquired it fo1
by this labour. Our axes were g
things, and our muskets better, but
bour to an: Otaheitan is always Owh
Owhow, :

~From -being. 2. common dwell
house, 1 converted 'my residence i
a mansion, with more divisions :
sub-divisions than all the other ho
in Otaheite together. Immediately
landing, I partitioned off one-half
myself with a railing across, and.a
gate in the centre. This was for a w.
a sad bar to the Otaheitans. Afte
certain time I was persuaded to adm
few of them as an especial favour ;
exclusion was henceforth at an e
they no longer troubled themselve:
ask if their company was agreeable,
mtroduced themselves pell-mell,
sans cérémonie. Their only return
this impertinence, was an uninterrug
flow of compliments,
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Opposite to me was a large trunk
built for the purpose of keeping our
pork ; this furnished them with an am.
ple theme: what a rich country must
theirs be, which could supply such plen-
tiful food for our half-starved country-
men! what a good thing it was for
Prettanie that there was such a place as
Otaheite, and such a man as Pomarrie !

The other half of the house I had set

“apart for our people, four in number,
who immediately applied themselves to
raising some large four-post bedsteads,
all of which they hung round with Ota-
heitan cloth for drapery. Not one cor-
ner nor crevice of the house but was
filled with natives; My tye, My tye,
Good, Very good, resounded from every
part. This flattery was very well calcu-
Jated for our sailors, whose only aim
was admiration ; and our seamen being
rich (that is to say, having me to draw
on as their banker), were considered by
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them as very suitable objects of flatter
They accordingly gave them infinit
credit for the elegance of their booths
and when called on to arbitrate, woul
take care to affront neither party, b
pronouncing the booths of all cqua.ll
inimitable.

Having learned from the Missionari¢
that a large stock of hogs might be prc
cured from the windward part of th
island, that part being too distant fc
the market of Matavia, I engaged som
of the deserters whom I have befor
mentioned, upon this errand.

The condition of these men wasby n
means enviable : they complained ver
heavily, and with great reason, of th
royal family; who, after having tempte
them to desert their ship for the sake:c
their property, had left them whe
become poor to shift for themselve:
They were now in the most abject stat¢
differing little from a native; an
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tany of them having no other clothes
but the country marra. It required some
manceuvring to manage these fellows ;
but by treating them in their own way,
business at length proceeded to my
wish. I morcover learned some intelli-
gence of them, which much facilitated
my purpose.

Their consequence increased with the
wealth (wealth in Otaheite!) they pro-
cured by their labours; and, by their in-
fluence over the natives, they were of
essential service. I never procured bet-
ter nor cheaper hogs, than through the
medium of these men. Other Europe-
ans of the same class, seeing the flou-
rishing state of their countrymen, were
now eager to engage in my service; and,
as the advantage was mutual, however
little I liked them, I was induced to ac-
cept of their service.

I moreover learned from these Euro’-
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peans some particulars with regard
the manners and customs of the Otah
tans, which would otherwise ha
escaped me. These I shall take occasi
to mention in due time. ,.

The chief part of this business I ¢
trusted to Peter the Swede, he beh
the most experienced man in the islan
I left it to his discretion to dispatch
detain the boat according as he judg
proper, and as they found hogs scarce
one part of the island, they were i
structed to move to another.

~ Amongst my native servants, was
fellow recommended to me by one
the missionaries ; he was sent with son
of his countrymen to 'another part.
the country to purchase hogs, and;.
home. There was now a true spirito
they were purchased, to see them:sg
competition between the Europeans ar
the Otahcitans, I did not fail to ¢
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courage :this s much :as ' was’possible,
and reaped: the fruits-‘of it by a:mestiis
beral supply-of -hogs.  Our-faktory wus
now-a ‘¢omplete - Exchange. Withrthe
exception of theMissionaries, 1-had:
every Eutvpean in the island in myider-
vites and kad thus abetter opportusity
of becoming acquainted with - the man~
ners and customs of the island, than
had: perhaps:before occurted to an Eunow
peanys - 3What -between the Missionayies:
and the- European deserters, I thad the
means of henring all sxdes of thclpm
tiower+ o ntA

«During the nbcence of the vaedo,«hk%
segontiin- command was ‘plundered of;
bis whele -property ; but, as. Peteraias.
kitnself almost::am . Otabeitan:in; bid:
knowledge of the islandy:hit casity:
mtmd&the thaemnntnsqstomhop.

by 1Y J S BTN PR 0T i))‘tm

k ‘ »,i»-"-;,, i v O
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.CHAP. XXIL

Misfortunes of an Otaheitan Agent.—
racteristic Intercourse with the k
Fumily.

Tae native I had employed on
other part of the island, with his att
ant hog-drivers, proceeded for a w
in the quiet discharge of his busin
but prosperity has spoiled many a b
man, and the Otaheitans are not p
against it.

Being habited in some of my
clothes, he assumed the man of cc
quence, and in his plenitude of pre
rity ventured even to take a wife.
women would not before deign
even a look; but he had now bec
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rich, and therefore, in the language of
Otaheite, as well as of other countries,
Ta ta;mhy tye, A very good man. That
he might secure his domestic peace from
invasion, and at the same time be unin-
terrupted in the discharge of his busi-
ness, he brought his wife to the factory,
and requested that I would not see him
injured in his absence, as he did not
seem to entertain the best opinion of
her fidelity.

In the meanwhile, remaining on his
station, he gave me much satisfaction
by a diligent discharge of his duty. It
was not so with the other Otaheitans,
for they began to take mortal offence at
his insolence and air of superiority. His
pride was much increased by the circum-
stance of seeing himself at the head of
80 numerous a retinue of servants.

- This foolish fellow at length received
the merited chastisement of his folly.
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His property was a temptation too grea
to be withstood by an Otaheitan; h
was accordingly suddenly attacked, an
plundered of all that he possessed.

. His courage was so lowered by thi
misfortune, that he did not venture t
make his appearance for two days ; bu
at length stole away to the factory, an
informed me of his misfortune. H
was very desirous that I should aveng
the injury by an invasion of the di
trict. He repeated with great fervou
Ohow, ohow tata Otaheite, Bad mai
very bad man the Otaheite man.
thought so myself, but excused myse
from the invasion. . I forgave him, an
presented him with two axes. He wisl
od me much to reinstate him in his fo
mer situation ; but as they had begu
with him, I thought the first loss the bes
and 1 resolved to break up the encam;
ment, as too near the frontiers. Captai
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Main, the name by which hestyled him-
self as the Tayo of one of the missiona-
ries, was now reduced to the humility
and safety of a private station.

This gentleman paid me several visits
afterwards. Harra way be anguny (Put
away your anger), was his constant salu-
tation on these occasions. He was the
usual interpreter of the native language,
and this one of his best specimens.

His wife was not very well pleased
with this change of fortune; and think-
ing she had married his wealth, and not
himself, she deemed her contract an-
nulled by this change of circumstances,
and cloped without further ceremony.
In the height of her husband’s prosperity
I had lent him a printed coverlid as a
royal marra; his wife thought proper
to take this with her. The poor fellow
felt’ this misfortune more acutely than
all his other mischances. I was so af-
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fected by his complaints, and the ingra-
titude of the woman, that I requested
the interference of Pomarrie; but he
eluded me with his usual dexterity, by
the permission to arm my boat and in-
vade the country.

Henceforth our business was wholly
conducted by Europeans. It was not
without the greatest difliculty that I
could keep a suitable check over these
profligates : the greater part of them
were from Botany Bay, and required
as strict a guard as the natives. It may
be thus readily conceived, that my situa-
tion was not the most enviable.

For the greater security against such
attempts, I put my property under the
care of the missionaries; whose house,
as compared with the best of the Ota.
heitans, was a perfect castle. Upon the
conclusion of a bargain, the natives es-
corted me in full procession to this ma-
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gazine ; and if the article purchased by’
them happened to be a musket, it was
truly ludicrous to see the bustle and
consequence which was made of it. The
musket, handed from one to another,
was examined minutely by all; and
- every one, finding some fault which had
escaped the other, advised their country-
men not to be imposed upon, but to
insist on a good one. They were certain
that this shot crooked, and that another
would not shoot at all, and in this man-
ner rejected some of my best pieces,
and most usually remained content with
the worst.

During this busy time, wholly occu.
pied as I might be, I did not neglect
a prudent attention to the royal family.
They had much forwarded my business,
by permitting my servants to range
over the whole island in the quest of
hogs; I therefore neglected nothing



144 VOYAGES IN THE

which could testify my grateful sense of
their kindness. 1 sent them a daily al-
Jowance, as well for themselves, as for
their voracious attendants, who, unless
on the occasions of public feastings, have
seldom an opportunity for these indul-
gences. My liberality procured me flat-
tery and compliments in abundance. I
have before observed, that they are ne.
" ver very sparing in this coin, when it
answers any purpose.

This liberality, however, cost me less
than they imagined ; I sent them always
the most indifferent parts of my hogs,
such as I could not salt, and therefore,
from the heat of the climate, could not
have been kept. The most favourite
part amongst the Otaheitans, the head,
happened fortunately to be the most
worthless part to me, and I had thus an
opportunity of bribing them at a very
inconsiderable cost.
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Otoo used frequently to invite me,
under one pretence or another, to at-
tend him at his house ; I usually found
him loitering with all the indolence of
an Oriental, and his queen as idle and
vacant as himself. Upon these visits
he pointed to the grass, as my seat, and
throwing himself by my side, entered
into familiar conversation.

Her majesty was equally condescend-
ing : she never failed, upon these op-
portunities, to rummage my pockets,
and appropriate to herself whatever she
might chance to find. The queen of
Tiaraboo was equally troublesome, and
examined me with equal care. After I
had learned that this would be their
constant practice, I usually carried about
my person some trifling article, that the
royal sisters might have the pleasure of
pilfering it.

VOL. 1L L
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CHAP. XXIL
| Outliﬁe: of the Royal Family.

I SHALL here throw together soi
observations, which regard the ro
family, and the opinion entertained
them by the natives.

From the open and affable manner
Pomarrie, he is generally beloved by
own subjects. Whether this manner v
natural or assumed, I do. not take up
me to determine. It produced, hc
ever, its full effect, and caused him
be considered as the father of his peoj
though he had no wish so near to.
heart, as that of fleecing them to -
very skin.

This avidity, indeed, scemed comm
to every branch and member of the ra
family ; Otoo was still superior.in this
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spect to his father, and nc:thcr of them
had any bounds. © .-

Edeah had nothing of the affable and
easy mumners of Pemarrie ;- she received
the natives with an haughty deportment,
afid-‘néver destended to any thing like
equality. It wis much more dangcrous
to dffenid her than Pomarrie.

Otoo is a fickle, irresolute charzcter,
maturally formed to be the dupe of the
sy¢ophants by whom he is surrounded,
and, a8 asaally happens ‘in such- ¢ases;
Wig.:ill “qualities are cherished to fullcr
growth by these very sycophants. *
718 a 'word, the general characteristic
ofthe whole family is avarice. Itisa
sabjeet of reasonable astonishmént, to
soelthe excess to which this passion is
carried. Their stores consist of articles -
which they have received from the first
visits of European ships, and which
bave:rarely seen the light since they

L2



148 VOYAGES IN THE

were first there deposited. Their hoards
are never broken'; their pleasure.is to
have, and not to enjoy.

- I'myself was once witness of a most
notorious act of this unnatural, for thus
I may call it, selfishness, in Pomarrie
himself. One of the missionaries, an easy,
good-natured man, had suffered him-
sclf to be wheedled out of the whole of
what he possessed in the world; and, the
clothes on his person excepted, had
"nothing left but a blanket. Pomarrie hap-
pened to meet this Good Samaritan at
my house, and seeing that he had still
this blanket left,attached himself to him,
" and contrived to get it. I remonstrated
with Pomarrie upon this act of selfish-
ness, representing to him the great need
that he had of this relic of his former
property, but all in vain; Pomasrie
thanked him for the blanket, and, with-
out further words, sent it to-bis store.
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The only instance of generosity I ever
experienced, or saw, whilst in these seas,
was from the king of Attowaie, who
supplied us with cocoa.nuts, salt, and
vegetables, without stipulating as to
price or conditions, sending on board all
that we required, and leaving the remu-
neration entirely to us. I hope it is
needless to add, .that we took care that
he should lose nothing by his gene-
rosity.

"I had hitherto considered Pomarrie as
an exception to his countrymen, but I
now- found that they were all of the
same stock, and in species, as well as
genus, all the same.

As my house was in some degree
open, I suffered under a peculiar incon-
venience; my premises were infested
duriag the night by dogs, and their de-
_predations on our pork were carried to
some extent. As ] knew the fondness
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of the Otaheitans. for their dogs, I suf
fered for some-time-without complaint,
but at length requested of Otoo, thai
he would command the natives in the
neighbourhood, to keep their dogs at
home; a request with which he mot
only complied, but added his permission
to me to shoot any of them whom'l
should find hereafter trespassing. Awvail
ing myself of this indulgence, I had the
misfortune to kill a favourite cur of: the
sister- of Pomarrie, and another. Jisthk
. dog belonging to the wife of one of the
chiefs. This business caused great-la.
mentation amongst the women, and for
some time brought me into disgrace
with them.

- Edeah having to provide for a multh
tude of strangers, who had lately ar.
rived from the Mottos,* was for some

- * ‘These will'be more fully described heveafrer.
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time still more troublesome tous than the
dogs. Our servants weére ‘native boys ;
she availed herself therefore of their
services in secretly pilfering our pork.
It was some time before I could disco-
ver by what means my stock was so
visibly diminished, but at length having
dismissed some of the boys under sus-
picion, and menaced others, I extorted
their confession, that they had been em-
pMdyed by Edeah. They, moreover,
showed me ‘an opening formead- by the
rémoval of two pales under theéir bed,
¢hirough which the stolen articles had
been conveyed; and as the sides were
gredsy, there was no room for- any
doubt of their veracity. :
'I*do mot. hesitate to say, that ‘the
-wholc'-island'is but a receptacle of thieves.
Fropean: property they will possess by
some means or other; and theft they

consider-as 2-cheaper coin than they can
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give by any method of purchase. They
will not hesitate to waylay and rob a
traveller ; one method of "theft is as pa-
latable to them as another. Pomarrie is
himself as dexterous a thief as any
amongst them, if borrowing, without
any intention of repayment, merit this
name. He would often request me to
lend him an hog, but if he once received
it, never again mentioned it. This could
be nothing but mere avarice, as he could
have had any number of hegs at a very
easy rate. But theft, as I have before
said, is a cheaper method of acquisition
than purchase.

To what is this general propensity to
be imputed ? Theft, as an evil in itself,
and an evil intelligible to any one where
every thing is not in common, has
nothing to say to civilization ; it should
be as intelligible to the savage, as to the
European. It is a violation of thelaw
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of nature; a law before their eycs, and
legible in every circumstance of their
situation. There is therefore an ho-
nesty and dishonesty amongst savages,
as -amongst the citizens of a civilized
country ; and they are to be considered
as more or less depraved, accordingly as
they are more or less observant of. this
elemental law of nature. The Otahei-
tans are thieves in every sense of the
word.



54 VOYAGES IN THS

CHAP. XXII.
Arrival of Paitia and bis Sister.  Festivi- |
ties on the Occasion.

ABOUT three weeks after the ship’s
departure, our friend Paitia returned
from the Mottos. It has been before
mentioned, that on our departure from
the Sandwich Islands we left him on the
brink of death; and that, as the last
and only hope, he had been persuaded
by his friends to go to the Mottos, to
the end that he might be there weaned of
his fatal passion for the ava. He now re-
turned from this journey, and in every
respect so much changed, that we had
some difficulty to believe him the same.
He was now stout, lusty, and plump;
his skin, which was before scaly, was
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now fat and sleek, and his constitution
appeared altogether renovated. Paitia
was one of the brothers of Pomarrie,
and being thus of the blood royal, had,
as may be supposed, a numerous train
of attendants in his retinue.

These Mottos are small sandy islets,
almost level with. the water-edge, and
about twenty miles to the northwards
of Otaheite. They abound with fish of
every kind. Hither the Otaheitans and
inhabitants of the neighbouring island
¥esort in their summer excursions; these
are, their watering.places, and at those
times the scene of noisy and general fes-
tivity.

Every thing was now hurry and con-
fusion, to give a worthy reception to
Paitia and his sister Awow. It was now
a general holiday over the whole face of
this pagt of the island. There was no
discourse of which Paitia was not the
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subject. Gaming, feasting, and rioting,
was now. the sole occupation from the
king to his meanest subject.

But the grand exhibition was to take
place within an area of ground kept
sacred to the use of the king, and an
encampment was formed, that the king
might see and hear the entertainment.
It was now a Bartholomew-fair time
at Otaheite ; nothing but singing and
drumming from morning till night. It
was usually mid-day before the sports
began, or their natural spirits could
scarcely have supported the fatigue.
Their manper of wrestling is very singu-
lar ; the party challenging places his left
hand on the upper part of his right
breast, and with his right hand strikes
a smart blow on the cavity formed by
the bend of the left arm; heis answered
by his antagonist in the same manner,
and the contest begins. Head and feet
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‘are equally employed upon this occasion,
and the contest is terminated only when
~one of them receives a fall.

Those who were resident in the
neighbourhood were usually opposed to
the strangers. Our Europeans, in ge- -
neral, had no chance with them; but
the moment one or the other received
a fall; the contest was at an end, and
their threatening looks and ferocity
changed into smiles and affectionate sa-
lutation. The temper of the Otaheitans
is, in this respect, very amiable ; they ap-
pear absolutely incapable of malice, and
if we adopt an epithet from poetry, we
may truly call them ¢ aland of gentle
souls.” One contest, however, was no
sooner decided than another party came
forward, and this continued upwards of
a week.

Nor were these sports confined solely
to the men; the women were equally
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emulous to. signalize themselves, and
their feats of pugilism were equally. ho-
nourable to their courage., They fought
with equal resolution and. dexterityj
hanging on each other’s necks like:bull-
dogs, tearing their hair,. bumping the
stomach of each other, both with their
heads and feet; in a word, neglecting
no- means of victory. Their husbands
and. relations were spectators of their
efforts, and encouraged them to continue
them ; upon one or the other of them
receiving a fall, the affair was terminateds.
and the parties, after adjusting their haiz,
would tenderly embrace, and be as good
friends as ever. -
The Arreoys were pecuharly active in.
exciting ‘the parties upon these occa.
sions. After having spent . the greater
part of the afternoon in this manner;
we were always entertained in the even-
ing by an heva, or dance. The women, .



PACIFIC OCEAN, 159

to the amount of ninety or an hundred,
formed themselves into two cirdles, one
of them consisting wholly of the resi-
dents, the other of the strangers, and
each with their separate band of music.’
It is impossible for me to describe the
varicty of sounds produced by them, by
the simple means of the exhalation and
inhalation of their breath, for with the
exception of a few words chaunted at
the beginning of a song, they made use
of no words, but tuned their throats so '
as to produce a variety of tones, and
all of them in perfect concert.

In truth I was astonished at the exact
union, regularity, and good time. The
king, looking over my head, would fre-
quently demand of me how I liked the
entertainment, and whether we had any
thing which could equal it in Prettanie.
I have before said that their dances have
been mentioned as replete with obscene
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motions ; ; butIsaw less than what I'h
been led to expect. If the very origin
dancing, according to some, was in t
imitation of what is not fit to be me
tioned, the Otaheitans have now becon
so civilized, that the coarseness of t]
resemblance is now worn off. _

The men also had their part in tk
entertainment. About one hundr
and fifty young fellows were so seat
in' two rows as to form an avenue b
them about seven feet apart ; they the
chaunted, and inhaled, and exhaled,
the same manner as the women, wl
had but now finished. The motio:
were as cotemporaneous as those of o1
man ; nothing could be more accurat
The king frequently interrogated me i
the same manner, and I gratified hi1
by the same answer, thatall I saw wr
admirable, and that we had nothing lik
it in Britain.
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Before the assembly broke up, some
stout muscular young feHows came for-
ward and endeavoured to amuse the
assembly by exhibiting some obscene
attitudes. They were received however
with very cold encouragement. 1 am
of opinion that this favourable change
in their national taste, is to be imputed
to the exertions of the missionaries.
Would to heaven that their efforts might
prevail to induce these savages to cease
from the practice of infant murdcr, and
human scrifices !

‘The Arreoys appeared to me to have
the conduct of the whole. During the
whole course of these entertainments,
the music seldom stopt one moment.
Our house and stock-yard were during
all this time crowded with natives;
nothinig exempt from their scrutiny,
as it was a point of hospitality to shew
every thing to the strangers. -

VOL. IL M
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Being at length, and with difficulty,
satisfied what was this thing, and what
was that, and what the use, of every
thing they saw, they would run to
their fishing seine. This is a net made
of the leaves of the cocoa-nut tree,
and extending full a quarter of a mile
in length; it will sweep round 2 rock
without much injury, and whatever
fish may be adhering to its side, will
force from their holds without difs
ficulty. Some of the king’s attendants
are always in waiting upon these occa-
sions, and seldom fail to seize upon two-
thirds as the royal tribute. The king
being thus-served, the multitude are let
loose upéft: what remains, a scene truly
ludicrous:'a general scramble of mnen,
women, and children, then ensues; the
seine is- usually torn to pieces in the
contest ; every -one then decamps with

his prize.’
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These amusements continued during
the whole week after the arrival of the
illustrious strangers, but slackened to-
wards the end; the country people-re-
turning to their homes to prepare for
the repetition of the same merriment in
their own district.

When any of the greater chiefs re-
turn from these mottoes, as they are
called, they never fail to make the cir-
cuit of the wholeisland. Their retinue
is then numerous, for simple as is their
life, they are not without a taste for
pomp. Their followers consist of all the
strangers from the mottoes, and the
same merriment and diversion continues
wherever they stop ; add to this, they
are every where loaded with presents ;
so that by the time they have made the
circuit of the island, a peregrination
which - usually  occupies them three
months, their canoes return as rich

M 2
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as 2 fleet of galleons. Their connec-
.tion with the royal family renders
the people more than ordinarily liberal 3
it is moreover the custom of the coun-
try 'upon such occasions, to hold no
bounds in their generosity.

These motto excursions, or royal pro-
gresses, have doubtless no other pur-
pose, than of extorting from the libe-
rality of the people these voluntary tax-
es. Nothing indeed can exceed the pro-
digality of the people, except it be the
avidity of the chiefs.

The conclusion of this hurricane of
riot and confusion was to me a moment
of satisfaction ; for however little inte-
rest, and whatever little the part which
I bore in this festivity, no inconsider-
able share of its inconvenience fell upon
me. Our house was situated - in the
midst of a plantation of cocoa-nut trees,
and was surrounded with a railing in.
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closing about half of anacre, where we
had erected a blacksmith’s shop, and 2
boat-house. The circuit of this inclo-
sure became a general mall; and during
the time of the feasting, the matives
were constantly introducing their
friends the strangers, to see the ar-
mourer at work. - They would express
their admiration of his ingenuity ; but
the fellow knowing with whom he had
to deal, and little moved by their flat-
tery, contrived by plentifully scattering
his sparks, to keep them at a respectful
distance. And this management was
necessary for more reasons than one;
for independant of their wearisome im-
pertinence, and constant ' interruption,
nothing was safe within their reach. If
any of our hogs made their escape, they
seldom failed to. change masters; and
after having been . detained some time,
have not unfrequently been again
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brought to us, and a second time offer-
ed for sale. Their impudence of theft
indeed exceeds all belief: an English
horse-dealer might here add much his
proverbml dcxtenty

The missionaries have suffered much
from this national breach of the eighth
commandment ; a strayed hog is never
recovered. Their goats are safer, for
the aversion of the Otaheitans to goat’s
flesh i3 invincible.

Notwithstanding their many and dai-
ly opportunities to improve themselves
in the mechanical arts, the utility of
which they -daily observe and confess,
it is incredible to perceive their slow ad.
vances in this knowledge.. With one-
half of -these advantages, the Sandwich
Islanders would have made a very dif-
ferent progress.. Inthewholeisland I have
only seen two men who could work even .
tolerably in iron, though Pomarrie has a
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forge and bellows, and a complete black-
smith’s apparatus. Two or three of them
alone know even how to handle a saw,
and scarcely one who knew any thing
of any other carpenter’s tools. They
seem to prefer having their work done
by us, to doing it by their owr indus-
try. It would seem natural to imagine
that the bcauty and evident utility of
the missionaries’ garden, would opcrate
at once as a stimulus, and an example.
But to whatever cause it is to be imput-
ed; whether to the natural fertility of
their soil, which renders industry need-
less, or to the physical effect of a cli-
mate producing an irresistible indolence;
this has not happened ; and the Otahei-
tans will be yet many years without
these elements of civil life, the common
working of wood and iron.

During a heavy gale from the west-
ward, a canoe arrived at Qtaheite from
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‘Tapeyomanna, on a political mission to
Pomarrie. The chief of this embassy
took frequent opportunities of visiting
our factory, and was particularly solici-
tous, that on the return of the ship we
should pay their island a visit. At this
time we also received frequent visits
from two chiefs of the island of Bola-
bolla, one of them said to be uncle to
the reigning king, who were equally
importunate with our other friends.
Fire-arms and powder were their ‘object ;
they would have scrupled at no price to
have obtained them; it was their souls’
desire ; if they had it, they would have
made no scruple to have placed an equal
quantity of gold in the oppesite scale
against a musket. These men enjoined
the strictest secrecy in their interviews
with us, lest Otoo should betray them
to the Uliteans; and to guard against
any attempt of this nature, were very
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urgent to be accommodated with a pass-
age on board our vessel, against his re.
turn. The royal family had, doubtless,
some deep political motive in suffering
these men, the implacable enemies of the
Uliteans, to procure muskets by barter
with the ships. This motive, however,
I cannot profess to conjecture.

The propensity. which these people
hawve to continual wars with each other,
is of the most fatal consequence to the
happiness - of these islanders. Their
minds have thus acquired a ferocity,
which otherwise seems not natural to
them ; but, notwithstanding this seem-
ing fierceness, I am persuaded that-a
few determined Europeans would find
no difficulty in subjugating them. As
an instance of this, I shall here intro-
duce the following circumstance.

The Swede whom I have before men-
tioned, liad obtained permission to trade
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- for me all over the island, and from this
indulgence had taken the liberty of in-
troducing himself into the districts hos-
tile to Pomarrie. These people gave
him a most welcome reception, having
formerly felt the effects of his prowess,
~ when fighting the battles of Pomarrie.

In these wars he had killed many of
their countrymen; for, being a cou-
rageous fellow, he always took the
lead upon these occasions. They now
held out many flattering proposals, if he
would reside amongst them ; they pro-’
mised that he should have hogs, houses,
lands, and canoes.

The Swede had already experienced
the ingratitude of the opposite party ;
for he had no sooner accomplished their
purpose, and by his efforts perhaps saved
Pomarrie and the king, than he was
laid aside as a tool no longer wanted.
He had thus very reasonably become
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dissatisfied with them; and thinking
that he had no very particular obligation,
or any duty of allegiance, he resolved to
change masters, and the opportunity
now presented itself. He thoughr that
he might place more dependance upon
his new than his former employers. He
brought to our house whatever property
he possessed, to be conveyed thither the
next time our boat should go that way,
which, until this event occurred, I
proposed should be on the morrow.
But when he made the request, that
himself and family, four in number,
with two others of the people whom I
had discharged, should be conveyed
thither, I thought it a duty that I owed
my countrymen the missionaries, to in.
form them of his purpose.

Alarmed at the probable consequences
of this event, some of them strenuously
requested me to remonstrate with him,
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and if possible induce him to lay aside
this purpose. Some of them expostu-
lated with him, but to very little pur-
pose; he was seemingly resolved to per-
sist in his own way.

In answer to their reasonings, he com-
plained very heavily of having been so
often deceived by Pomarrie ; and that,
though he had not relaxed one moment
in his efforts to advance the interests of
Pomarrie, the ends of the latter were
no sooner effected, than his promises
were forgotten, and his reward denied
or eluded. This was indeed very true;
the poor fellow, after all his services,
was sometimes hard put to it for a sub-
sistence.

The missionaries had no answer to
this, but to request him to delay the exe-
cution of his purpose, till they should
have exerted their interest with Pomar-
rie, and procure him some redress. Af-
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ter some further negociation, I was ap-
pointed mediator between the parties. -

In the mean time Pomarrie, being in-
formed that he was about to lose, and his
enemies to gain, so stout a warrior, has-
tened in terror to Matavai, and request-
ed me to interpose, and procure a re-
conciliation. - The Swede was sullen and
determined. He turned a deaf ear to
all that Pomarrie had to say.

I now began my part: taking Pomar-
rie aside, I informed him that all my
negociations with the Swede had been
fruitless ; that he had a heavy and just
cause of complaint ; that he was exas-
perated by neglect, after the services of
30 many years; that having done so
much for him, he certainly merited
some permanent return. Pomarrie de-
manded what he now wanted? I re-
plied, a sufficiency for himself and fa-
mily, Pomarric was eager for delay,
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under the pretext of the necessity of
consideration, .as every place would not
alike suit the Swede.

_About this time Edeah arrived, and
began in her usual way of blandishment,
reminding the Swede of their former
relationship ; for, in his first marriage,
he had married a relation-of the royal
family, and had in consequence a large
tract of land assigned him. But the
Swede was as inexorable by her as by
Pomarrie. .

Here again I was referred to. To
which I replied, that unless something
was done, and that without further de-
lay, for his satisfaction, my interference
would be useless, as he was determined
that he would no longer be the dupe of
his confidence in their promises. The
royal pair requested, that I would not
suffer his property to be removed till
the morning, when they would mect
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me again, and arrange something to his
satisfaction.

The missionaries concurred in this re-
quest, equally anxious that every thing
should be arranged. In the evening I
spoke to him again on the same subject,
and went still farther than I had done
before, advising him to think seriously
before he acted, and not to persist in a
determination which would effectually
remove him from the island; that the
interest of the missionaries was a thing
of too much consequence to be exposed
to any risk, and that therefore, should
he execute his intention, and by joining
the enemies of Pomarrie, endanger their
safety, he might rest assured he would be
removed upan the arrival of the first
missionary ship, and forcibly reconduct.
ed to Europe. I knew that this repre.
sentation could not fail of due effect, as
of all things he dreaded nothing more
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than leaving a place where the necessa-
ries of life were certain. His disease
moreover, the elephantiasis, rendered
it impossible for him to live by his in-
dustry in any of the kingdoms of Eu-
rope ; this he knew well, and therefore
dreaded any removal. Whether he un-
derstood my policy, or from any other
cause, he listened to my remonstrances
with callous indifference, affecting at the
" same time to be much obliged to me for
my interference. He had indeed pro-
fited much by his long abode amongst
these islanders, his natural cunning hav-
ing been much whetted by their exam-
ple. Pomarrie for once kept his word
with unusual exactness; he was early
with us the next morning; and pointing
out a lot of land, about half a mile dis-
tant from our residence, said the Swede
might take possession ‘of it, and that
shortly he would do something better
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for him. Opposite to this lot of ground
was a small island; Pomarrie added,
that the fish around this islet should be
his sole property, and that next day he
would accompany him to perfect his in-
vestiture. The Swede was satisfied so
far, but still harped on the ingratitude
with which he had been long treated.
Next day Pomarrie again visited us, and
the parties departed; the business was
adjusted, and every thing, to all appear-
ance, reconciled. :

‘I am of epinion that this business was
prevented in time, as had the Swede
once settled among the Hidieams, the
consequences must have been fatal, as
well to the greatness of Pomarrie, as to -
the safety of the missionaries. The
Swede would have proved a most dan..
gerous enemy, being as artful as coura-
geous. He would moreover have formed
a kind of rallying post for all*the run-
away seamen, and other discontented

VOL. I N
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Europeans on the. island; he was in
every ‘respect. formed for the head of
a Jow party,*. and his desertion to.this
people would most probably have pros
duced a series of fatal wars.. i: uq Las
“In'the last grand attempt against the
Attahourans, this man led the van, a0d
through his still steadily adheringtoshe
. cause-of Pomarrie, and the assistance.of
our peéple, there is little doubt:thatthi
Attahourans were much more: easily ina
timidated than had the case been nthiers
wise: Through his generalship i, ahe
preceding war, in 1802, they kadtlost
many of their people ; for, :whilst- the
Attahiourans were wasting theit time as
* What_made him much moré dangetuas utaHi
timte was, ‘that T had disetiarged the renegadota'l Jmé
employed:og first landing. .These men heing ngw 14
terly at a loss how to dxspose of themselves, wou
wolhng’ly Kivé joined the same paty,” “whith Srodld

have thiown a wondedful preponderdney it the sppedq

scale.; Nothing but the fear of epch copsequ}noqlppﬂg
have induced Pomnme and Edeah to havg made such
concessions as they did to’ tlus many," " -HTIAE
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the enemyls country, this man; being of
a-ferodious : and: sanguinary dispositien,

made 1 sudden irruption into Attaboyra

with 2 party of - Pomarrie’s adherents,

and put many-to death:. the objects of
hxhwngmnoc were principally old mm,

women, and children.

>dnallcases of emergency, this fellow had

been looked up to as a deliverer; having,

shortly after. becoming a resident, with

asnvdll:number. of Pomarrie’s warriors,

rediiced::to obedience a whole district,

wihrich: bad thrown off their dependence

omDtooy - At the time of the mission-

aries settling in- Otaheite, he had acted

as inta'pretcr between the chiefs and

missionaries; and during the Duff’s vay-

age to-the Friendly Islands and Marque.

548, had accompanied that ship th}ther,

ta. give them every assistance ‘in_his

power 5 .which, from his.Jong residence

amongst the natives,” was, as-may be

supposed, very considerable. = :

N 2
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CHAP. XXIV.

Long Absence of the Ship.—Melancholy
Intelltgeme of her Fate. —-Narrow Es-
cape of the Crew.

However I might keep my feelmgs to
myself, I had been for some time very
uneasy with respect to our ship, as it
had now been absent two months instead
of three weeks; the latter period being
the utmost I had allowed for her long-
est possible absence. The people with
me were equally alarmed and less dis-
¢reet ; they had already begun dream.
ing, and it was not without much
"difficulty that I could ridicule them out
of their interpretations. I readily ac.
knowledged that the vessel had been ab-
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'sent much beyond the expected period
of their arrival; but imputed this ab-
sence to the prevalence of the westerly
winds, which most probably had driven
the ship to the eastward. They were
still however persuaded, that from the
long delay something had happened ;
and to confess the truth, I had begun
to entertain the same opinion. At length
the fatal remains of the Margaret were
discovered by the natives, about three
leagues to the northward of the island.
The-conjectures of the royal family, the
missionaries, and the natives, seemed
-all to lead to one point; and by their
expressive looks at me, it was not diffi-
cult to comprehend their object. The
sight of the sail confirmed me in
my apprehensions beyond any further
doubt ; it was as large as three of our
boat’s, and could belong to nothing but
a ship. The king and missionaries de-
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tnanded “rny: opftiich;i bit> I was teo
‘muck moved to express iny!sentiments.
"Some canoes ‘coming across frony whe
“Mottos ‘at this- time, Otosand migiélf
“wilked up -to them and 1hadeewiéh-
-quiries, but they were equalby/at @ltss
-with ourselves ; ‘some assertiriiz it #6be
a boat, others a ship. By-thistin¥a
gun was fired, on hearing which Lth.
‘mediately launched two' ¢canoes, -and
(whoever they might turn out ta beyfor
T"had now again begun to- hopéyiséent
‘them-to theirassistance. They sefiratd
nit too soon, with the intelligenice:akat
the ‘remains’ were those - of the:Mar-
garet converted into a punt. -The crew
of thé ‘punt had been for the twé:last
“day's on an allowance of two wineglies
‘of water per diem.- The canoes- therefore
again ‘hurried back to the rellef oﬁmy
-unhappy comrades. -

-The punt however, havmg bambmlt
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square, from their having been unable
to -hend. the planks, could only sail be-
fore the wind ; and instead of reaching
(Diatavia, had much difficulty in making
the most leeward part of Otaheite. Had
;ahey jmissed this, they must to all ap-
/pearance. have inevitably perished ;. for
: within an hour. afterwards the wind
‘hlew 2 tempest, accompanied with thun-
..der and lightning, and torrents of rain,
- shuring the following night.. Pomarrie,
yi@nch to his credit, no sooner heard.of
i, 4heir arrival, than he hastened to their
sasgistance, lest the enemy should avail
1ghemselves of their weakness, and plun.
voer shem of the little which..they had
1.jyet; Jeft. - He got.a hog and bread-fruit
-sepasted, and spared nothmg to alleviate
sraheis sufferings ; sleeping in the hoyse
(duxing the night to prevent thefts. .
Having left the factory under the
:iicharge; of the missionaries, 1.bad by
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- this time joined my comrades. Pomam
rie was chiefly alarmed, lest we should
" be attacked by the 'Attahourans, being
-in their immediate neighbourhood. Had
this attempt been made, wearied and
worn out as were the crew, it could not
-scarcely have failed of success. The
tempestuous state of the weather was
-moreover peculiarly favourable for
such an enterprise.
Fortunately however, the fears of t}m
king and ourselves were altogether
. groundless. Had the crew been com-
~pelled to put in at any other island, I
-am persuaded they would have been
plundered; and that their distress would
have produced no other effect, than that
of animating their enemy to greater ex-
ertions, in proportion as the possible re.
sistance could have been so fecble.
~Fhere is little generosity to be expected
*in any intercourse with a savage enemy ;
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‘they know and acknowledge nothing of
‘what a civilized nation calls the point of
“honour. To be defenceless among them
is to be but an easier prey ; an enemy
-over whom a victory is certain, and the
~danger of the contest nothing.

Pomarrie did not forget a few days
afterwards to demand his presents. It
was not so with the missionaries; there
was no selfishness here ; they were ani»
mated by no other impulse, but that-
‘of christian charity, which extends its
:arms. to the miserable, and binds up the
broken reed. ’

Being too fatigued and worn out,the
caew were unable to attend divine sen
vice in the chapel of the missionaries:
Mr: Jefferson, therefore, with that anxi-
ous- piety which distinguishes him,
preached a thanksgiving sermon in the
house, -~

. _
[
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CHAP. XXV. = ., ...

: R e anm
Particulars of the Ship during its Absence.
~—IU Conduct of the. Sailors,
IT may be imagined that our first-en-
quiries, after the sense of ourloss had in
some degree subsided, were directegtito
the. circumstances of this misfortuge.
These circumstances, as reported. to,me

by the Captain, were as follows > :9;
- - From contrary winds, :and ,leescur-
sents, the ship had been-a fortnightin
getting to the windward, and..it-.ms
only-the day previous to the accident,
that ‘he -had commenced. trading, :with
the natives; - Oa: the morrow, with-the
mutual satisfaction of both pargies, the
trade was.to be.renewed, butaccordiog

1‘.'/‘!ij
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to the old and often verified adage, man
contrives, but God executes. The busi-
ness of the captain, as he proposed to
renew the trade on the succeeding
morning, was to keep his station during
‘the 'nights' ‘but whilst in the act of
plying to-windward for this purpose,
the ship was unfortunately lost on a low
ireef:of rocks and sand-banks. Being
ralmost-on' a level with the water’s edge,
thiey had never before been discovered.
-9The eaptain and the crew landed with-
vigut much difficulty, and employed them-
-selves in saving whatever stores were
‘within their reach; but during the en-
1guing night the boat was stolen through
the tréachery of the' Otaheitan natives,
iffor: were ‘they ever afterwards enabled
{¥0 recover her. Nor had these wretches
stbesn satisfied with -this plunder; for,
ﬂtbgether with the boat, the muskets and
Famnunition, with which they had been
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provided to defend themsclves against
the ‘attacks of the natives, had disap-
peared, and scarcely an hope of safety
‘was left.

It was necessary, in the first instance,
to build another beat from some planks
on board the vessel: this they com-
menced without loss of time, and had
almost completed it, when the natives
of the neighbouring islands began to col-
lect in vast numbers, and annoy them
exceedingly ; their situation was truly
dismal.

However, by force of unexampled ex-
ertion, and unremitting vigilance, they
contrived to repel these attacks. The
boat was at length finished, and every
thing in readiness to quit thisunfortunate
spot. Their misfortunes, however, were
not at an end ; after repeated trials it was
now found impossible to get the boat
over the reef, and it was neccssary 0
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ibandon this hope of escape. The misery
of their situation was now redoubled ;
their spirits, and powers of labour, were
exhausted, and their planks and nails
expended in building the boat.
Necessity is the mother of invention.
Every one was not only allowed, but
called upon, to deliver his opinion as to
the best means of safety and escape. The
natives were hourly becoming more and
more troublesome ; not a day passed with-
out some skirmish with these savages.
Something, however, was necessary
to be done ; as their last resource, there-
fore, the deck of the ship was broken
up, and with the boards and nails a kind
of punt was made. Being flat bottom.
ed, it of consequence floated in less
water, and with some difficulty was got
over the reef.
. They did not, however, escape with-
out some cost.. . Whilst the punt was in
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preparation, thosavagesduring:the nights
attacked the :two- sentries, :amtd- preyaeds
them with their spears inamanner whichy
butfor the uncommon natural strengthof:
the men, must have terminated ibaheit?
immediate death. The bowrls: uf sonet
of them hung out when he was dxlis
vered into the hands of Mr. Elder,:thei
surgeon of the missionaries:at Qtaheites
His life was long despaired of; nor cotids
he possibly have survived, had he:cm
perienced less kindness and attentioms
And here let me not forget Mr. Jefferk
son-; but to say every thing:in one ward;
I shall only add, that he practised ~acd
tively what he preached zealously. - Onee
for ally I must express my regret,.;that
such labourers are fixed on so ungrites
ful a soil ;. may their future harvest he
such as to reward their toil! - - 5.0
+ Such - was their situation when: the

punt was finished.. Spent with fatigue;
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and still more with anxiety ‘of mind,
and perpetual alarm, they became weary.
of life, and whatever might be their fu-
ture fate, implored -the captain to leave
thedoek.. It was in vain for the captain
ta remonstrate ; they exclaimed upani.
mously, -that they would rather perish.
by the craziness of their punt, than
wear out a lingering' existence on -the
rock, or be cruelly murdered by the
savages. It.may not be unnecessary here
toi.observe, .that two out of three of
these fellows were convicts; and hows
ever gourageously they had dared the
Jaws of their country, they wered' here
ooly remarkable for their pusillanimity..
1¢The ‘craft being finished, they emd
barked to the number of eighteen, hav-
ing on board only a few muskets, a smalk
quantity of powder, one bag of bread,
and ten gallons of water. Even this was
socbyackish, that nothing but:their pre-
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sént situation could have induced thenr
to-have made use of it; for the sand-
bank not being more than forty yards
across, and not more than four feet above
the level of the sea, it was only by dig-
ging a good depth that any could be
obtained. The water oozing through
the sand, was in some measure purified
from its saline qualities. The natives
‘must, to all appearance, suffer much
from this want. Scarcely were they on
float, after leaving the wreck, when the
savages rushed on board, and tore open
and took away every thing portable.
After a voyage of five days, in this |
most miserable of craft, they at length
reached Otaheite, nearly exhausted. We
now experienced the truth of a maxim,
which history in events of greater con-
sequence has too frequently verified;
how much' authority sinks under ill
success. During the whole of the ship’s
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absence, the business of salting pork at
our factory proceeded perfectly to my
satisfaction, but this reverse threw
every thing into confusion ; so univer-
sal is the influence of fortune; so im-
patient are we of restraint ; so willing to
avenge ourselves of a temporary supe-
riority, and to gain a triumph over our
former masters.

Not content with this temporary tri-
umph, these miscreants most effectually
prejudiced the minds of the natives
against us, by alleging that the loss of
the vessel had brought us all upon a
level, and that to continue any longer
in our service was to work for employ-
-ers who had no means of making them
a recompence. Under this impression
the native boys, who before had courted
our service, withdrew from us in dis-
dain, and attached themselves to these
desperadoes.

VOL. 1L o



194 VOVAGES IN THE

In a word, the captain and myself
were now left to shift for ourselves, for
the fellows took themselves off, and
scemed pleased with the idea that
their masters would be much embar-
rassed by their desertion. This conduct
was the less pardonable, as the greater
part of them had in fact nothing to do,
having native servants to perform all
the drudgery, and the care of clothing
and providing them falling wholly upon
me. It was not many days, however,
before they discovered their mistake ; it
has ever been found as happy as extra.
ordinary a trait in the character of this
kind of people, that they grow as soon
weary of their mutiny, as they had for-
merly been of their good conduct.

‘They at length assembled in a body
corporate, and made a regular demand
of the muskets and powder saved from
the wreck ; a demand to which I strong-
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ly objected, as peculiarly unreasonable
in our present situation. Mr. Jefferson,
one of the missionaries, having received
a commission of the peace from the go-
vernor of New South Wales, I referred
the claimants to this gentleman, and
consented, upon my own part, to abide
by his decision. To this they accord-
ingly agreed, and we appeared before
Mr. Jefferson about three o’clock the
same day. Fearing as well for the peace
of the island as for that of his mission,
Mr. Jefferson pronounced an absolute
negative upon their demand of the mus-
kets. We offered them other articles ;
some were contented, others murmured.
The most troublesome of them were
such as had saved some property, how-
ever little valuable, from the wreck:
these were considered by the natives,
and therefore considered themselves, as
02
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wealthy men, men of no small conse-
quence. There was something pecu-
liarly ludicrous in the insolence of these
fellows, and almost equally so in the ar-
tifice with which the natives encouraged
their ideas of their own importance.
The end of it was, as might be imagined,
their property gradually vanished, and
with it the uncommon attention of the
natives ; and the fellows, become poor,
returned to their duty, and their com-
mon sense. The stage of life does not
present a broader farce, than that of a
low man elevated into sudden and un-
expected consequence.

Iknow not how it happened, but if the
natives acted as leeches to these fellows,
the royal family were the final channel
to which the stream found its way. By
some means or other, the king and Po-
marrie were ultimately in possession of
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the whole of their property. This was
no inconsiderable addition to their royal
exchequer, and, I make no doubt, will
long be considered as a fortunate zra
in the Otaheitan treasury.

With some difficulty, I at length efe .
fected their general return to their duty.
I have no doubt that they had been led
to the demand of fire-arms and powder
by the artifice of the chiefs, who knew
very well that they were a kind of
spunges, and that, once filled, they had
only to squeeze them to get to them-
selves what they contained. Their riches
gone, our fellows began to experience
that new friends are the same in Ota--
heite as in most parts of the world. The
richest man in Otaheite is always the man
of most importance ; and as I had saved
something, my consequence returned,
whilst that of our troublesome crew
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vanished with their property. I was
now once more, Pomarrie; thatis to
say, not unworthy of being the Tayo of

the king.
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CHAP. XXVIL

Voyage to Eimeo.—Occurrences in that
Island.

WE had now seen enough to know
that the very comfort of our stay at
Otaheite depended on our being able
to pay for it. The apparent generosity
of these people is but another kind of
policy, a cunning artifice, under the
cover of which they were more readily
enabled to dupe us. There was another
circumstance moreover which much em.
barrassedus: Otaheite withinthetwolast
years had become so well supplied with
European articles, that they had now
become very difficult ; and as our stock
was now rendered by our wreck very
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limited, we were not unfrequently at a
loss to keep up the market.

These circumstances concurred to in-
duce a resolution to make a trial of one
of the neighbouring islands, and Eimeo
was fixed upon for that purpose. As
fewer ships had touched at this island, I
concluded that indifferent property
would here find a more certain sale.
Hogs moreover were said to be here
more numerous.

Our passage over was very rough ;
and the sea being heavy, and the wind
fresh, we narrowly escaped being swamp-
ed upon reaching Tallow harbour.
Having taken nothing with us, we were
in great want of refreshment, but could
procure nothing to eat ; the greater part
of the natives being absent about a mile
distant up the harbour, entertaining a
travelling gang of Arreoys and strangers
from Otaheite. From our situation,
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we could distinctly hear the drums and
noise. None, or at least very few of
the natives, came near us during the
night ; and we began to repent that we
had left our factory at Matavai.

In the morning, at sun-rise, we ran
down inside the reef with the purpose
of procuring better quarters. The water
being shallow, our people were not un-
frequently compelled to leave the boat
and drag it for miles. As they had no
food, and were already sufficiently fa-
tigued, they did not bear this with a
very cxemplary patience. I encouraged
them to perseverance, and promised
them provisions if they could be pro-
cured at any price ; but with all our ef-
forts it was near eleven o’clock before
we reached a house, or any thingin the
shape of a house; and in the islands
of Otaheite and Eimeo, to reach a
house is not always to find food. A
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few mountain plantains, two or three
heads of bread-fruit, and a small pig,
were all that we could procure. We
should doubtless have fared better, had
it not been for the Arreoys; but wher-
ever these gentlemen come, they sel-
dom fail .to clear the coast before them.

The women of the house were busily
employed in making cloth, and the
men in preparation for a visit to Ulitea.
Nothing was now in their mouths but
the Arreoys, and the expedition to Uli-
tea. It was now considerably after mid-
day, and as the people complained so
much of their fatigue, it was agreed to
stay there till the following morning. I
endeavoured to amuse myself in the
best possible manner, by walking about
the neighbourhood : and at night, was
accommodated in the best manner the
hut afforded ; that is to say, upon the
sod or cold ground.
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At sun.rise on the following morning,
we again proceeded on our journey.
Here again occurred the same obstacle
which had impeded our progress on the
former day : we had again to drag the
boat over the coral rocks, the edges of
which were as sharp as flints. By noon,
with bloody feet and exhausted spirits,
we reached the habitation of the chief
of the island : this house was about one
hundred and forty feet long, and fifty
wide, being by far the largest on the is-
land. The chief kindly and hospitably re-
ceived us ; he ordered a small hog, and
bread-fruit, to be immediately roasted,
an order which our sailors evidently
took in good part.

The chief, who is brother of Edeah,
shewed me every possible Ccivility,
escorting me in his neighbourhood, and
exhibiting his' magazines. The sum
total of hisstores was five muskets, two
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pistols, three or four quart bottles of
gun-powder, three or four pounds of
gun-powder folded up in some country
cloth, ten gun-flints, a hammer, pin-
cers, and a few nails of different sizes.

We did not, however, get on with
the main object of our voyage, the pro-
curing hogs. There was but one kind
of property which would procure them,
and we were almost as scarce in this ar-
ticle as themselves. Muskets and gun-
powder were the only currency. We
spent the afternoon very agreeably with
our host ; and as the sailors found part-
ners to their inclinations amongst the
natives, they seemed in some degree
more reconciled to their former fatigues.

On the following morning at sun-rise,
after a suitable return, we again pro-
ceeded on our journey, accompanied by
a native, whom we had taken withusat
the request of Pomarrie. This man as-
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sured us that our sufferings were now at
end, that we were within a very inconsi-
derable distance of his residence, where
we should procure every thing the island
produced, and as many hogs as we want-
ed. This intelligence was very season-
able consolation to us; every one exerted
his utmost efforts to gain this Land of
Promise. We at length arrived. It was
a village by far the most considerable of
any we had yet seen. The men and
women were all and equally assiduous
in rendering us their assistance. The
boat was by this time scarcely able to
hold water, so much was it injured by
dragging itover the sharp rocks; thefirst
businesstherefore was to haul her toland,
and repair her, as far as our circumstan.
ces would admit. As this could not be
finished till late in the evening, and the
people received us with such an hearty
welcome, our hog and bread-fruit being
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roasted on the spot, I resolved to remain
there during the night, and recommence
our journey on the following morning.
It has been before mentioned that not
the least of our smaller kind of difficulties
arosefromtheimpertinent curiosity of the
natives. It was necessary to show them
every thing; and as they do not want
cunning whenever the occasion demands
it, they had no difficulty in inventing a
plausible reason: unless they saw our
articles of trade, they could not decide
whether they were such as would suit
them ; and their hogs being in the moun-
tains at a considerable distance, how
could we expect them to bring them
down at such an uncertainty ? »
Pomarrie’s friend moreover informed
them that I was very rich ; they therc-
fore insisted upon seeing every thing,
and it was necessary to gratify them.



PACIFIC OCEAN, 207

They were charmed at the sight of such
wealth, and promised me that every
thing should be ready for us on the fol-
lowing morning.
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CHAP. XXVIL

Continuation of Occurrences at Eimeo.

I WENT to sleep with the treasure-chest
close tomy side, as usual. How great was
my surprise when, awaking about two o’
clock in the morning,I sawa fellow of un-
usualstature, walking off with it most de-
liberately! The fellow must doubtless
have touched me,for I happenedtoawake
in the moment that he was Jeisurely de-
camping with his booty.> 1 immediately
alarmed the house, and called my boat’s
crew ; but as two of them had slept out,
and two only were in the house, [ knew
not how to proceed. So enraged was
I at this atrocity, that, seizing a piece of
wood at hand, I followed the thief, and
came up with him as he was in the act |
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of setting it down in a house full of
natives. - Without any thought of con-
sequences, I repaid him on the spot with
some heavy blows on the back ; the na-
tives started up and rescued him, and
wresting the stick from me, repaid
me in my own coin; my two fellows
standing petrified with terror. Having
no other resource but flight, I betook
myself in good earnest to my heels, and
gaining the house of the chief requested
him to interpose. From his reluctancy
of manner, I could entertsin no doubt
that he had been accessary to the theft.
I in vain solicited him to accompany me
to the spot, and effect. the. recovery of .
my chest.

Finding that entreaty had no effect, .
I had recourse to other means, and seiz- -
ing the boat’s iron tiller, threatened that
I would put a period to the fellow’s ex-
istence or lose my own, unless my chest

VOL. II. P
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was restored. He now consented to
follow me. The whole village was by
this time in an uproar ; the fellow him-
self, the original cause of the tumult, sat
triumphantly on the chest, and seemed
to glory in the heroism of his theft.

A most fortunate circumstance was,
that the fellow in taking the trunk,
-had, at the same time, carried off the
two pistols withwhich I usuallytravelled,
and all the ammunition. It is not at all
improbable, that I should otherwise have
given him the contents, whilst in the
first transports of passion; a circum-
stance which must have been attended
‘with the most serious consequences, as
a general affray must then inevitably
have ensued. Indeed it was already
very near it, for the two men remain-
ing with me, having resumed their cou-
rage, were now brandishing their knives
and vowing vengeance, till some of
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the natives spoke of chastising them,

and daring them to the issue. Finding

that they were determined to stand their

ground, I ordered my men to desist

from provoking them ; this had the.
happiest effect, for their anger subsided -
sensibly. . I now laid great stress on my
interest with- my friends Pomarrie and
Edeah, explaining their certain indigna-
tion, when they learned that I had been
thus treated, in any part -of their do-
minions. I informed them, that it was
chiefly on their business that I was in-
duced to visit the islands; this was in
some measure true, being commissioned
to bring, them as much ava as possible.
Never were the lives of any adventurers -

more in the power of sivages, than were -

ours at this time, for our boat being
hauled up a considerable way, it was ‘al:
most as impossible for us to launch her, |
as tomove the island.

P2
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Inow clearly saw that it was a cen-
certed scheme, and having no friends, I
thought it best to desist from any vio-
lent measures. I again addressed myself
to the thief, and this being ineffectual,
again requested the interference of the
chief ; after being thus driven from one
to the other, the fellow at length pro-
posed to return it upon condition of
receiving a recompence. I was compel-
led to capitulate ; this circumstance con-
curred with others to convince me, that
from thegreatest to the least, the island
was little more than a receptacle for
thieves.

I could not but impute the whole of
this scheme to the fellow whom I had
taken with me at the request of Pomar.
rie, who had so artfully drawn us into
this ambush. Disguising my suspicions,
I offered him a passage back again, lest
he should excite them to new outrages,
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and thinking that others were not as
cunning as himself, he was persuaded to
embark. After carrying him about a
mile and ‘an half, we resolved that he
should swim for his perfidy, and we ac-
cordingly compelled him to take to the
water ; the fellow in the mean while
protesting his innocence, and evidently
apprehensive that he was about to be put
to death.

We made a strong effort to reach Ota-
heite, but the wind being against us,
and a very heavy sea, we werein danger
of being swamped, and were therefore
compelled to put back again. We took
shelter in a cove mearly on the weather
part of the island, and took up our
lodgings in an old canoe. The people
here treated us with great civility,
though their means of supply was very
scanty There appeared indeed a very
general scarcity over the whole island.
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" From ‘the first of our arrival, the wea-
-ther’ had been: very tempestuous, but
for the two last days it blew an hurri-
. cane; accompanied at times with rain,
thunder, and lightning. Our lives were
doubtless preserved by our returning as
- we did, for two of Pomarrie’s canoes
were swamped by persisting in their at-
. tempts to make the passage, and every
-man on board perished.
-For powder or muskets I could have
‘had any quantity of hogs I wanted,
but they . would trade for.no ather ar-
- ticles.
- - The weather at length becoming more
~settled, we returned to Otaheite, aftex
an absente of nine days.
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CHAP. XXVIIL -

Observations on Eimeo.— Inferior much te
Otabeite.~Preparations for an Expedi-
2ion to Attahoura.

IN the mean time the captain and our
shipmates had been very apprehensive
for our safety. We complained heavily
to Pomarrie and Edeah, of the perfidy of
these islanders ; they affected to lament
this breach of hospitality, but it was all
simulation, They recommended fire
and devastation,the common mode of re-
taliation amongst those islanders. This
mode of warfare, however, I thought
most prudent to decline. :
In this circuitaround the island of Ei.
meo, I obsexrved, that these islanders bad
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but little to distinguish them from the
Otaheitans. Tallow harbour is situated
on the north-west side, and from a reef
which surrounds it, in common with all
the Society Islands, is somewhat diffi-
cult of access. :

The entrance is most easy when the
trade-wind blows fresh. = Here and
there may be found an opening sufficient
to admit a ship, and this happens to be
the case opposite Tallow harbour ; there
is here a sufficient opening and ample
water for a first rate man of war. Once
in the inside, there is no further danger
to be apprehended, being perfectly land-
locked, with space enough for half the
:royal navy of -Great Britain.

It is impossible, however, to keep
too good a leok-out :against.-the thievish
propensity of the.natives. ‘In a word,
the island is, in:every respect, -far infe-
rior to Otaheite; it ‘hasnot the same
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‘fertility, and nothing of the same hos-
.pitality in the reception of strangers.

‘I do not deny but that one cause of
this latter defect might possibly be the
comparative scarcity in the island of
Eimeo ; it was only here and there, that
we could observe the bread and cocoa-
nut tree, and at this time they seemed
-chiefly to exist on the mountain plan-
tain and fish. Several of them were
-suffering very severely from dysente-
riés ; perhaps this might be imputed
‘to their diet. Wherever we stopt, we
found that the main article of their
subsistence was derived fromthe moun-
-tains and the sea.

Generally speaking, thc hogs of Ei-
‘meo are larger than those of Otaheite:
‘their tusks are immense, a circumstance
which, added to their fierceness, ren-
ders them dangerous to approach. The
island is governed by one of the rela.
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tions of Edeah. The Eimean women
are, to all appearance, much more in-
dustrious than the Otaheitan females;
many of them were employed in mak-
- ing cloth, and whole families in prepar-
ing for an approaching visit to Ulitea.
It appeared to me to be but thinly inha-
bited, and for the same reason as Ota.
heite, the prevalence of infant murder.
In the wery first discovery of this
island, they exercised their thievish pro-
pensity on one of the goats of captain
Cook ; and as it was the invariable prac-
ticeof this excellentman,aslittle to suffer
as to do an injury, he demanded the
thief and the stolen property from the
recciver of - the stolen goods, that is to
say, of the principal chief of the island.
The usual excuses of absolute ignorance
were pleaded, and while the negociation
was pending, a second goat was still
more impudently stolen.  Exasperated:
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at this audacity, the captain threatened
the chief, that unless the stolen property
was immediately restored, and the thief
given up to his merited indignation, he
would destroy all the canoes on the
island : and this menace he was com-
pelled to execute in part before he could
recover his goats.

It seemed natural to conclude, that
ithis example would have worked some
beneficial effect on their national charac-
ter, and that future navigators would
not have been exposed to similar depre-
dations ; but unfortunately the roguery
of this people is beyond the healing
power of salutary correction, and they
will continue thieves as long as they shall
continue savages.

It was at this time that a circumstance
of a political nature occurred, which was
of good effect to us, as tending to con-
firm our men in their present quictness.
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Pomarrie, and the people of Attahoura,
as has been before mentioned, had made
a peace in the year 1802. Pomarrie,
however, had never wholly laid aside
his designs of conquering them, and he
had consented to the peace more from
present convenience, and the advantage
of procuring time to collect new
resources, than from weariness of war,
or from any pacific inclinations. Theg
peace, therefore, was no sooner conclud-
ed, than he applied himself vigorously
to collect the means of a new war, and
by the time that our people had landed
from the wreck, he had become almost
prepared to enter upon action.

One thing alone remained to be done.
‘What could he not effect when seconded
by such allies as our sailors? He re-
solved therefore to spare no efforts to
gain them. He explained his plans and
the justice of his war, but justly con.
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cluding that they cared as little about
the one as the other, headded the more
powerful promisethatthe plunder should
be theirs, hogs, women, and cloth.
Our fellows could not withstand these
temptations, and therefore agreed to
follow him, and if necessary to fight for
him. He next applied himself to the
captain and me, and earnestly requested
that we would lend him our assistance
in so just and necessary a war.

_ As their private quarrels in no man-
ner concerned us, we excused ourselves
from his invitation, alleging that we
had property to protect at Matavia. We
informed him, however, that he was
welcome to our boat and its materials,
and as he saw that he could prevail on
us no further, he thankfully accepted
our offer. We added, however, that if
his enemy should attack him either at
Matavia, or Oparrie, his patrimonial
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estate, we would then defend him to
the last extremity. ,

Satisfied with these assurances, in the
beginning of August, 1803, Otoo, the
king, his brother Tereinavouroa king
of Tiarabo, Pomarrie, Edeah and her
-warriors, Paitia, the brother of Pomar-
rie, and Awow, his sister, together with
ten Europeans, and all their adherents.
and fighting men, departed on this:
mighty expedition, leaving behind them
some old women and fishermen to forage
for the army. It was believed that, in
the previous solemnities, no less than
ten or twelve human sacrifices would be
offered up to their gods upon this occa-
sion. They proceeded forward in the
most slow and cautious manner, mea-
suring as it were every footstep.

It has been before mentioned, that
theirgreat idol Orowas kept in the moria
of Attahoura, and being the great ob-
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ject of Otaheitan vencration, it is the
general resort on all public solemnities.
It is here that all their greater meetings
are held, and their kings crowned ; on
which occasions human saccrifies are of-
fered. The coronation of Otoo could
not .be complete till it was celebrated
here; and the Attahourians, consider-
ing him as an usurper, had hitherto de-
layed it. .

Terinavouroa, king of Tiarabo, died
apon the march, leaving his wealth and
government to his counsellor : his wife
was very scantily provided, but being
the cousin of Otoo, and the sister of
the queen, she still continued to reside
in the family. The greater part of his
subjects, according to the custom of the *
country, came to the tupaow, or se-
pulchre at Oparrie, to pay their last re-
spects to his obsequies. This tupaow
is simply a stage supported on six posts,
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about four: feet from the ground, the
corpse being placed thereon in a sitting
_ posture, arrayed in a scarlet .dress, and
during a certain period attended by his
former servants. The -surgeon of the
missionaries had been this chief’s adopt-
ed Tayo, and had there not been one
Jlaw for strangers, and another for them-
selves, he ought, as such, to have suc-
ceeded to the greater part of the pro-
- perty of the deceased. On the other
hand, he was wholly neglected ; per-
haps, as his talents were not those of a
warrior, they. considered him not a very
suitable chief.

Many of the natives, as ridiculously
as impiously, imputed his death to the
prayers of the missionaries; for they
are persuaded that many of them are
thus killed. Edeah was much afflicted
with his death, he having been her fa-
vourite, as Otoo was that of Pomarrie.
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The royal army having now arrived
in the enemy’s country, the rebels, as
they were pleased to term them, affect-
ing ignorance of their intention, gravely
demanded the purpose of their visit;
to which they as gravely replied in pro-
fessions of friendship. The Attahou.
rans, however, were on their guard.

It is not easy to conjecture what
would have been the event, had either
party ventured a battle. But the party
of Pomarrie had now so increased in
numbers, that the Attahourans were
daunted at their very sight. Part of
them accordingly submitted; and, as
by this desertion the remainder became
too weak to venture any further con-
test, they were compelled to follow their
example. The whole country was thus
subdued : Pomarrie immediately dispos-
sessed the principal chiefs of their lands,
and divided them among his own

VOL. II. Q
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friends.. Edeah had a great part of
- these forfeited domains; and Innamo-
tooa, the widow of Oripiah, the bro-
_ther of Pomarrie, experienced in the
same manner the royal munificence.
She deserved it so well, that all but the
sufferers joined in the praise of this act.

——
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CHAP. XXIX.

Arrival of a Ship.—Death of Pomarrie.—
Character.

Avr1zr the unfortunate circumstance of
the loss of our ship, our prospects at
Otaheite were very gloomy. Having
saved little or no property. from the -
wreck, it became a subject. of serious
consideration in what manner we should

‘subsist. Otaheite is as little calcalated
as Europe for those who are without
money. It was moreover uncertain how
long we should be compelled to remain
in our present situation. To attempt
building exceeded our means ; we had
lost our carpenter at the Sandwich
Islands, and it was in vain to expect any

Q2
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assistance from any other of our people.
Our command and authority over them
had vanished since the wreck; every
one now followed his own way, and
appeared so attached to their present in-
dolent life, that they seemed to haveno
intention of quittingit. Of the whole
of our former crew, the cook and mate,
the captain,and myself, were aloneunited
in a common cause, that of returning
to our native cetintry, . Our blacksmith
had set up-for himself amongst the na-
tives, and was in a very fair way of mak-
ing a livelihood even in the worst of
tﬁnes. It-Was unfortunately not so with

;5we knew it, but could not help
ourselvcs.

The blessing of Providence, however,
again interposed at a time that we had
almost ceased to hope ; for after we had
been about three months in this suspense
of hope and fear, oneafternoon a shout
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of Tepahia, te pahia, A ship, a slhiip, re-
sounding through the island, aroused us
into new hopes. Hope and fear now al-
ternately prevailed : our fears suggested
that the captain might have some possi-
ble objection; that he wasgoing to China,
or some other more circuitous voyage.
It so happened, however, that the good-
ness of Providence was not incomplete ;
the ship was going to the very place to
‘which of all others we wished to go, to
Port Jackson. We agreed with him for
a passage; and in our present situation,
laying aside all indignation at the con-
duct of our shipmates, we divided with
them our remaining property.

There had been so many ceremonies
to -get through at Attahoura, that the
business had not been finally settled up-
.on the ship’s arrival. The intelligence
of this event, however, brought Pomar-
rie to Oparie to prepare his presents ;
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he had got his hogs in the canoe, and was
half.way to the ship, when he was seized
suddenly with a fit, and falling with each
hand on the side of the canoe, expired.
The poor fellows in the canoe immedi-
ately paddled back as fast as possible to
his house at Oparie, where, in her' way
likewise to the ship, Edeah had by this
time arrived. Messenger after messen-
ger was dispatched to the missionaries
and their surgeon ; they were earnestly
intreated to hasten to the house of Po-
marrie. The surgeon happened at this
time to be on board the ship, taking a
farewell leave of us upon our departure.
‘We earnestly advised him, should he find
Pomarrie still alive, not to venture to
prescribe to him; as in the case of his
death the natives wouldnot failto impute
it to poison, and perhaps avenge his sup-
posed murder on the mission. It has
been before mentioned, that they im-
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puted the death of Terinavoura to the
prayers of the missionaries ; and that
they are persuaded that the prayers of
these holy men have this kind of sacred
witchcraft. Under such impressions, it
may readily be conceived that the situ-
ation of the missionaries is not the most
enviable in the world.

Not one moment was lost on the part
-of the surgeon, who on his arrival
found the whole of the family in the
deepest anguish and distress. The bro-
ther of Pomarrie was deaf to ail conso-
lation, and could scarcely be withheld
from suicide. All was anguish and con-
fusion ; some imputed his death to one
cause, others to another; but the opi-
nion of the majority was, that he had
.offended the Gods, though they could
aot agree by what means, except by his
human sacrifices. They had recourse to
one most singular remedy 5 the body of
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an human victim which he had sacri-
ficed about three weeks before, was
brought and stretched prostrate under
him, in the hopes of appeasing the of-
fended divinity.

The sudden and instantaneous dcath
of this man was not very unreasonably
imputed by some to the enormity of his
crimes, as well in this, as in other instan.
ces. Should these impressions continue,
the most beneficial effects may be expect-
ed. None had more cause of regret in
this event than the missionaries, to
whom Pomarrie had ever continued a
fast friend. They wrote to the captain
of the ship, requesting him to remain
till the morning, that the sense of the
society might be taken in what manner
to act upon this unexpected occurrence.
The captain thought that he should
lose nothing by compliance, and there-
fore consented. .. : .
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- 'The following morning Mr. Jefferson
came to the ship, and informed us that
after several consultations, the society
had resolved to confide in the promises
of Edeah,whosaidthatevery thingwould
doubtless proceed as before. Mr. Jeffer-
son, at parting, requested me to desire¢
their friends at home not to be over so-
licitous as to their safety. These were his
words as far as I can remember them.

The Otaheitans will doubtless rack
their brains to discover some probable
cause of the death of Pomarrie; and,
after other conjectures, will perhaps im.
pute it to some magical power from
the ship. Should any one amongst them
make this assertion, I have no doubt
that he would be immediately seconded
by his brethren, so general is their be-
lief -of supernatural agency. On the
decease of his son about a month be-
fore, they were firmly persuaded that he-
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had been charmed to death by the mis-
sionaries. They are moreover convinced
that the greater part of their plagues
and diseases flow immediately from the
shipping.

* The loss of the missionaries in Pomar-
rie is I fear irreparable; but this is say.
ing as much as can be said in his favour;
for if he consented to a joint partner-
ship with the missionaries, he fleeced
his own subjects most unmercifully.
Though this man possessed at least
equal abilities with his father in things
of a political nature, he was never able
completely to subdue his enemies. They
considered his government as an usur-
pation ; and therefore never missed an
opportunity of unolesting his quiet.
His affairs were thus not unfrequently
in a very tottering situation. .

The mutineers of the Bounty were a
resource as fortunate as unexpected for
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the circumstances of Pomarrie. Being
well skilled in the art of dissimulation,
he had little difficulty in gaining them
to his party, and with them an invinci-
ble advantage. His promises were un-
bounded ; he had no scruple to promise,
because he had no intention to perform.
‘With the assistance of these beroes, for
such were they considered by the natives,
he was enabled to carry every thing be-
fore him ; and in a very little time was
acknowledged as king of the whole
island.

Since this time there have doubtless
been many risings and revolts ; but up-
on the whole Pomarrie has prevailed
over them all. Nor was this the only
time that he was indebted for his safety
to his European friends ; .as in the late
war he would have been effectually ruin-
-ed, had it not been for the assistance of
the English, who happened at that time
to beon the island. The enemy hitherto
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victorious through their assistance, weré
now compelled to sue for peace,and the
affairs of Pomarrie again re-established.
With regard to his personal qualities,
he was a savage of unusual address, and
indeed grace and majesty. He had some-
thing of the appearance of an uncom-
mon man; his general manners were
very engaging, but under the appear-
ance of candour he had too much of the
hypocrite. '
* In his prosperity he was insufferably
proud towards his enemies; and as a
necessary effect of the same sanguine
temperament of mind, was equally de-
jected in his adversity. A proof of this
has already been mentioned in his deter-
mination to abandon the island upon a
partial defeat. Nor was this the only
instance, as under similar circumstances
he frequently applied to captains to con-
vey him from the island. :
‘The most singular trait in his charac-
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ter, as a savage, was a species of pru-
dence and foresight ; a mind which was
capable of forming and adhering to a
.certain proposed rule of conduct. His
conduct to the Europeans, and counte-
nance of the missionaries, were the ef-
fects of this political genius. Resisting
the first impulse, which would have
tempted a savage to plunder them with-
out formality and delay, he formed a
more refined plan, that of encouraging
and going shares in their present and
future stock. This as effectually an-
swered their purpose as his.

v END OF THE SECOND VOLUME.

T. GiiixT, Printer, Salisbury Square
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