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VOYAGES

IN THE

PACIFIC OCEAN.

CHAP. XXX.

Critical Situation of Affairs in Otabeite.~
Zeal of the Missionaries.—Stubbornness
of Belief in the Chiefs and Royal Fae
mily. ' '

FROM the unjust and unwarrantable
manner in which that family seized upon
the property of their subjects, and their
intplerable abuse of power, the country
overflows with malcontents ; and when
least shadow of success provokesthem
VOL. IIL B
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to action, they never fail to produce
their claims. This is -the rock upon
which the family will sooner or later
split. The present king, Otoo, is into-
.Jerable in: this respect; and, like other
&reat men, the greater part of his vices
must be imputed to his flatterers. These
miscreants demand with haughtiness, in
.the name of their master, whatever may
suit their fancy, and consider whatever
:they thus extort as a kind of tribute.
The gentle nature of ‘the Otaheitans is
thus spurred on to acts of rebellion. As
.there is no stimulus to industry, they
-are plunged as it were into a state of in-
-dolence, and therefore may be said to
derive but little benefit from the fertility
of the soil. Their social dispositions
are most wonderfully susceptible of
kindness; a smile, an affable address,
and a look of approbation, will do an

thing. An appearance of neglect org
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difference gives them high offence. Nor
is this temper peculiar to the Otaheitans;
insult is proverbially more intolerable
than injury, and scorn and contempt
more painful to a generous mind, than
the most severe inflictions of fortune.

Otoo was still at Attahoura when his
father died, and no intelligence had been
as yet received from him when we
sailed. How he felt this loss I cannot
say, but it appears to me that the loss to.
the royal family must be .irreparable,
With the exception of Pomarrie and
Edeah, none of them appeared to possess
sufficient abilities either to manage their
own people or awe their enemies. Itis a
crisis big with events for the Otaheitans,
It is impossible to predict what may'be
the event.

Some time previous to the death of
Pomarrie he had ordered a human sacri-
i from the next district : the people

' B2
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were so exasperated against him on this
account, that they suddenly rose upon
him one night, and he escaped with dif-
ficulty to Matavai. His muskets, pow-
der, and other valuables, were sent after
him at a moment’s notice.

There is some cause to hope, that this
horrible practice of human sacrifice will
be in some degree discontinued since the
death of Pomarrie, for it is as.much
abhorred by the common people, as sup-
ported by the. chiefs. Pomarrie was
himself an high priest, and therefore
thought he could never do enough for
his God. He was ever endeavouring to.
extort from me and my companions
presents for his divinity. By his arti-
fice he contrived to hold the minds of
his people in leading-strings upon the
subject of religion, and many of them
were firmly persuaded that he had such
an interest with Oro, that his anger was
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sufficient to call down any punishment
upon their heads. I have no doubt that
in this respect he was a most complete
hypocrite, and in reality believed as lit-
tle of the divinity of Oro as myself. It
is indeed incredible what influence over
the minds of the common people he
procured by this hypocrisy.

The superstitions, extravagances, and
religious observances of these people, are
"beyond all description ridiculous; they
seem to have no analogy either in heaven
or earth, and must baffle every investi,
gation as to their origin.

- It may be satisfactory to the friends
of the missionaries to learn, that their
prayer-meetings- and public ‘ordinances
were constantly kept up, .the morning
and afternoon of every day, and on
Sundays three times in the day. The
natives, however, did not attend. The
brethren took it by turns to visit all the
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parts of the island within their reach on
that day. The preaching, or rather the
example of the missionaries, is not how-
ever wholly without effect ; the Sabbath
is called by the natives Mahanate
Etooa, the Day of God; and however
little attention, in every other respect,
they pay to religion, their conduct in
the immediate neighbourhood of Mata-
vai, on this day, is more sedate and or-
derly than on any other. The missiona.
. ries have doubtless gained a small victory
over them in this point, as likewise in
another of still greater consequence; the
greater part of their former obscenity
in their public dances has disappeared,
and in the neighbourhood of Matavai
the Sunday has something of. the sem-
blance of a christian sabbath.

I am almost persuaded that they were
chiefly indebted to Pomarrie for this
mark of attention; and a circumstance
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which I now recall to my mind, con-
firms me in this opinion. Pomarrie and
myself were one day in conversation
upon business of the usual nature, that
of presents: he demanded of me some
axes for presents to his friends at Atta-
houra ; I knew at the same time that he
had a hoard of forty or fifty, and was
therefore out of all patience with his
extortion. To elude him for the time,
I requested him to defer the business till
to-morrow; it was Saturday that this
occurred. No, replied he, you have no
other intention but to amuse me; to-
morrow is Mahanate Etooa, and I well
know that no business must be done on
that day. In a word, he would take no
denial, and I thought it to be most
prudent to accommodate him. I took
care, however, to give him some of the
worst that I still possessed, and there-
fore selected some which were rendered
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almost useless by flaws. To these he ap-
plied a remedy in a moment, warming
them in the forge, and filling up the
flaws with pitch, after which besmearing
them with dirt he said they were very
good—very good indeed for presents.
From the evident advantage which
the royal family derive from their joint
partnership with the missionaries, I have
little doubt that the purpose of Pomar-
rie in the encouragement of the mis-
sionaries was wholly political.  The
missionaries indeed neglect nothing te
render their mission successful ; on every
sabbath-day they range the country twe
by two in different directions. But I
repeat, that I fear their efforts will for
a long period be unsuccessful. They
consider the missionaries as very good -
men, and love and esteem them accord-
ingly, but they do not comprehend, and
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therefore do not believe, the artxclcs of
their rehgxon.

It is perhaps expecting too much of
them in their present state, to expect any
thing of christian faith from a people so
rude and barbarous : perhaps the mis-
sionaries, according to a trite proverb,
have begun at the wrong end, preaching
the mysteries of their religion, before
they have laid a foundation by instruct-
ing them in its simple elements. Itis
doubtless wrong to temporize or falsify,
in any of the slightest of its points of
faith, the religion of truth ; but there is
room, ample room, for the exercise of
discretion, in adapting their lessons to
the natural capacities of their pupils. It
is not necessary to teach them all in cir-
cumstances under which they cannot
comprehend one-half. The doctrines of
the Trinity and the Incarnation are net
for Otaheitan understandings.
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One Sunday evening, Mr. Jeflerson
requested permission to exhort Otoo
and Terinavoura, with all their follow-
ers; Otoo sent 2 messenger to me on
the oecasion, saying that he wished to
see me : I accordingly went, and found
Mr. Scott and Mr. Jefferson in the
act of exhortation. Their congrega-
tion might amount to about fifty.
Upon its conclusion, I demanded of
Otoo what he wanted with me. He
asked me, upon the departure of the
missionaries, whether it was all true, as
they had preached: I replied in the
affirmative, that it was strictly so ac-
‘¢ording to my own belief, and that of
all the wiser and better part of my coun-
trymen. He demanded of me where
Jehovah lived; I pointed: to the hea-
vens. He said he did not believe it. His
brother was, if possible, still worse.

Edeah was looking on, with a kind of
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haughty and disdainful indifference. It
was all bavery or falsehood, adding,
they would not believe unless they
could sec; and observed, we could
bring down the sun and moon by means
of our quadrant, why could we not
bring down our Saviour by similar
means { ‘

It is indeed impossible for them to
believe what they cannot comprehend,
and to which they can find no analogy
in any objects in their own country. I
have not unfrequently amused myself
by playing upon their ignorance, telling
them that I lived in a country in which
houses as large as those of Otaheite were
erected on the water, such as the
booths which may be seen in winter
on the ice ; that water could be made
to support fire without extinguishing
it ; and that I had seen animals as large
as their largest hogs, roasted on a river.
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That my countrymen walked over its
surface, boxing and wrestling, as in Ota-
heite ; that it might be broken in pieces,
and that armies of an hundred thousand
men, as in Holland, marched over it
with dry shoes. It was ludicrous to see
the fixed stare with which they would
listen to these assertions; nor did Istop
here, but added that we were acquainted
with countries in which it was all day,
and others in which it was an uninter-
rupted night; that we had sometimes
rain as large as musquet-balls, and that
sometimes it changed its colour and
descended like feathers, covering the
whole country like a table-cloth. These
things undoubtedly surpassed their un-
derstanding, and therefore their powers
of belief. Is it any reasonable subject
of astonishment, that their minds should
be equally inaccessible by any of the
mysteries of religion ? That every thing
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originated from the wisdom and power
of God ; that the earth, the heavens,and
all created beings, obeyed the creative
mandate, Let there be light, and there
was light; that man was a free agent
created with a certain degree of natural
excellence, and capable’ of more; that
he abused his free agency, and became
unworthy of his creator ; that the mys-
tery of the redemption again raised him
to his former level, and satisfied the
justice of his God : these are mysteries
beneath which an Otaheitan understand-.
ing must sink confounded. It is not
until the lapse of many years, that, in the
true sense of the word at least, the Ota.
heitans can become christians. The first
converts of the apostles were the citi-
zens of the most learned and polite na-
tion of the ancient world.

Most of the missionaries had made
great advances in the Otaheitan lan-



14 VOYAGES IN THE

guage, and their companions were stu.
dying it with the most indefatigable in.
dustry. They are building two boats,
from cighteen to twenty tons, with the
purpose of visiting the islands to the
leeward. One of these boats was in

t forwardness. Some of their wood
was from the island of Eimeo, and they
had extracted a kind of pitch from the
Tapow or gum of the bread-fruit tree.
On my return to Port Jackson, I
learned from one of the resident mis-
sionaries of that settlement, that a sup-
ply of canvass, pitch, and tar, had been
sent to them by a ship which propos.
ed to touch at Otaheite for refresh.
ment.
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‘CHAP. XXXI.

Mertality in the Island.—Circumstances re-
dative to the State of the Missionaries.—=
Contempt of Old Age amongst the Otabei-
dans. ‘

THE missionaries had made the cir-
cuit of the island twice during the -
time we had been amongst them, preach-
ing from district to district, and second-
ing their exhortations by presents. If
zeal in the discharge of their duty could
ensure success, the missionaries would
not preach in vain.

In their circuits*they have successful-
ly endeavoured to come at the exact
number of the people. Itis melancholy
to add, that the population has dimi.
nished in a degree which threatens to
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render the country a desert. Captain
Cook computed them at upwards of
two hundred thousand ; the popula-
tion has now dwindled to five thousand.
On the arrival of the Duff, they exceed-
ed tnple this number.

The mortality which raged at this
period,and which I fear is but too epide-
mic and frequent, was such as to inspire
us with the most melancholy ideas.
During our short absencein our visit to
the Sandwich islands, many young per-
sons of both sexes were no more ; they
had died in the prime and vigour of
life, and others of an appearance equally
healthy were following them very fast.
Great part. of this. mortality must be
imputed to their ignorance; the doc-
trine of fatality prevails amongst them
to a most - fatal excess. Every disease
is the immediate consequence of the
vengeance of their offended Deities, and -
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therefore every thought of remedy
or relief is rejected, as equally use-
less and impious. They are left to
their fate; and their diseases are unfor-
tunately such, as, however easy of curc
under a regular course, are but too
fatal when suffered to augment under
neglect.

They entertain the greatest cor-
tempt for old age; and if they disliked
any of our articles, were accustomed
to say, it was as worthless as an oli
man.

At the time of our sailing, Mr. No,
one of the missionaries (the most for-
ward in the language), was absent upon
the affairs of his mission at Eimeo ; he
was accompanied by anfothcr gentlcman
whose name I cannot at this moment
recall. Mr. Eldér ind Mr. Wilson had
. just returned frém the Mottos or low
" islands to the nmorthward. They re-
voL. 1L c
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ported that the population of these
islands did not exceed three hundred.

- Mr. Jefferson had opened a school, but
only one native attended ; this was the
daughter of a European, one of the crew
of the Matilda. Mr. Eyre and Mr.
Henry live in a new house together, built
for themn by the society ; the large house
not having been found sufficient to ac-
commodate them all. Mrs. Eyre was
in good health, considering her years;
Mrs. Henry had risen from her accouche-
ment about six weeks. o
- They apparently lived together in the

greatest love and harmony, and all of
them present an example of industry.
"Their situation, however, is by no means
so comfortable as many of our country-
men may be inclined to imagine ; for as
their stock of European articles decreases,
they must proportionately lose their in. ’
fluence over the natives.’
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They possess a public garden very well
stocked and cultivated, and the. greater
part of them a private one not much
inferior. The space inclosed within the
palisades of the public garden, is about
four acres ; it seems natural to imagine,
that its beauty and utility would have
acted as a stimulus to the natives to
imitate their industry. 7The indolence
of the Otaheitans, however, is beyond
the cure of any common remedy.

In the gardens of the missionaries are
lemon, lime, orange, peach, and citron
trees, in great number and perfection ;
they have moreover patches of the
tarra-root, Indian corn, and indigo. It
must be.some years, however, before

they can expect to derive any consider-
able zdvantage from these. :

. The missionaries at my departure
Wwere very anxious to receive mtelhgencc
from their friends in England and were

c2
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in daily expectation of thearrival of one
of their ships. . Edeah observed, in a
manner which it was not difficult to in-
terpret, that this ship was a long time
coming. The missionarjes seem well
satisfied with their situation. Some of
them, however, expressed a wish that
some decent young women of charac-
ter might be sent over to Otaheite as
wives, and I do not think it unrea-
sonable that the society should com-
ply with this request.

As their chief subsistence, the fruit of
the bread tree, is becoming rather scarce -
at Matavai, it is their intention upon the
arrival of the next missionary-ship, tore-
treat to the isthmus, should they not re-
ceive contrary orders from the directory.
It was not their intention to finally
abandon Matavai, but to' leave two or
- three of the missionaries there to carry
on the missionary business, and inter-
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pret for shipping occasionally. The na-
tives will not be altogether pleased with
this removal. They respect the mission-
aries, and in some respect regard them
with astonishment. Their comparative
purity of manners, their indifference to
their women, and their peaceable and
upright deportment, are subjects of their
wonder ; and as their minds unfold to
the knowledge of morals, they will con-
tinue to increase in their esteem and re-
gard for these men.

The missionaries tell them that the
God of Britain is the God of Otaheite
and the whole earth, and that it is from
this Being that they receive their hogs,
bread fruit, and cocoa nut. This the
Otaheitans flatly deny; alleging, that
they possessed all these articles long be-
fore they had heard of the God of Bri.
tain. The ignorance of these people in
this respect is indeed lamentable.



\
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Though upon ‘the first arrival of the
missionaries; the district of Matavai had
been ceded to them, the natives still per-
sist in considering them as there by suf-
ferance. The missionaries seem to think
that it would be much to their advan-
tage if the society would allow them a
small vessel, which might be stationed
off Otaheite. The expence of this would
be small ; that of provisioning it would
be next to nothing. By the carriage
of pork to Port Jackson, and bringing
salt from the Sandwich Islands, it might
almost clear.its own .expences. This ex-
pedient is not witheut something to re-
commend it. At Port Jackson they
would have frequent opportunities of
learning the mandates of the directors,
for want of which they are at present
often much embarrassed.

A mission to the Sandwich. Islands
might be attempted by the same means;
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and if found impracticable, they would
have an opportunity of returning by
this vessel, and again join their brcthren
at Otaheite.
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CHAP. XXXIL

Particular Customs amongst the Otabei-
tans.—Exclusion of the Women from
Eating with the Men.— Cleanliness and
Attention to Dress.— Ludicrous Instance
of Simplicity amongst the Natives.

IT would be losing our labour in a
snaze to which there is neither beginning
nor end, to endeavour to give any re-
gular history of the Otahcitans. Suf-
fice it to say upon this subject, that in
the comparison of their present and for-
mer situation one inference is clear, that
they have reaped no advantage from
their intercourse with Europeans. The
greater part of their characteristic sim-
plicity has now vanished, and has given
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place to selfish cunning, and the artifice
of lew minds. Their communication
with Botany Bay has been productive of
the most baleful effects.

Their original and national customs
still remain unchanged. The most sin-
gular of these respect the women, and
the royal family. :

It is profanation in an Otaheitan wo-
man to eat with.a man; the women
must on all occasions eat by themselves.
The ladies of the royal family, and wo-
men of the first rank, are the only
exceptions to:this rule.

Being thus compelled to associate to-
gether, they live.in a more perfect har-
mony with each other than would other-
wise exist amongst them. I do not
know that I ever saw any dispute be-
tween these women ; the boxing match-
es which I have mentioned, being mere
ceremonies and national amusements.

Should it so happen, that the hus-
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band and his wife cannot agree, there is
no restraint on their separation ; and as
such is the custom of the country, nei-
ther of them are considered as having
wviolated any duty, or broken any con-
tract.

There is nothing for which the Ota-
heitans are more distinguished than for
their cleanliness. Both men and women
bathe twice, sometimes thrice in the
day, and prefer fresh water to salt upon
this occasion. _They are very particular
in the adjustment and nice composition
of their hair, anointing it with cocoa-
nut oil and the perfume of the sandal
wood. They spend much of their time
at their looking-glass, and with their
scissars ; and if any glasses are offered to
them by which their features are disfi»
gured, they return them with an indig-
nant Owhow, owhow ; their grimaces on
these occasions are truly ludicrous.

The bonnets of the women are very
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neat; and, together with the sweet scent-
ed flowers resembling our English lilies,
with which they adorn their hair, much
improve their air of natural simplicity.
These bonnets, made of the leaves of the
cocoa-nut split into fibres, are of vari-
ous colours, according to the fancy of
the wearers ; and as the only cost is the
time and trouble of making them, they
usually appear in 2 new one every second
or third day: every one is in this re-
spect her own milliner.

Much has been said as to the licenti-
ousness and loose conduct of thewomen.
It is but justice to say, that I saw no-
thing of this. Their ideas of decency
are doubtless very different from ours;
they must be judged therefore by a very
different standard.

Their dispositions are gentle to an ex-
treme. I never saw an Otaheitan out
of temper the ‘whole time I was in Ota-
heite. The paramour of Edeah, and
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brother of Pomarrie, are indeed excep-
tions. Their manners are perhaps soft-
- er in the immediate neighbourhood of
the missionaries than in the remoter
parts.

They are ardent in the love and pralse
of their country, and believe it to be
the finest part on the whole habitable
globe. Some of them do not hesitate
to say, that we visit their country for
its sweet food.

An Otaheitan will not suffer a hair
about him, with theexception of hishead.
It is a great part of their daily occupa-
tion to remove them, either by a razor,
or plucking them up by the roots. They
impute all their diseases to their inter-
course with Europeans. Such a ship they
observe introduced the dysentry, such a
ship the fever, and such a ship the
hump-back. They go so far as to say,
that a ship passing the island has sent
a disease amongst them.
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They may be most easily imposed up-
on in any thing which falls within their
own ideas. The following is a ludicrous
proof of this assertion.

Upon the return of the captain to
Ortaheite, after the fatal accident which
had happened to the ship, his wearing
apparel had become intolerably dirty;
and being reduced to a very small stock,
it was necessary to make the best of a
bad situation. We were wholly however
without that most necessary article for
Jpersonalcleanliness, soap. Necessityis the
motherofinvention ; weresolved to make
_some soap-lye of the ashes of fern. Our
people assured us that they had known
fern-ashes to suit this purpose, where
wood-ashes had failed. We collected
therefore a good quantity, and hav-
ing burnt it, mixed it with water. The
natives assembled around us, and
were all attention and curiosity. They
began to think that we were -at
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length reduced to. our last necessity,
and were about to make gunpowder.
The grittiness of the ashes after the
water was poured off, encouraged this.
idea. Some of them, inquiring of our
people if this were not the case, were
informed, for the jest’s sake, that it
was.

The intelligence spread far and wide,
that the grand arcanum, the mystery
of mysteries, was now about to be re-
vealed ; our house was accordingly so
crowded with natives, that we had
scarccly room to move. Our people
spared nothing to complete the jest:
the composition was stirred, and stirred
again ; and the natives requested to
keep their distance, and not disturb the
important business. They might depend
upon it, that their curiosity should not
lead them to the knowledge of our se-
cret; we would do nothing till the coast
was clear. It is impossible to describe
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the cager anxiety to which these manceu-
vres - worked up their minds; they
would have cheerfully sacrificed what-
ever they held most dear, to arrive at
the knowledge of this invaluable arca-
num. :

Our people, however, were not as yet
satisfied : they deemed something yet
wanting to the perfection of the jest.
Lest any attempt should be made to
steal its precious materials, the tub was
anxiously watched by regular sentinels,
It was sometimes taken out of doors,
and exposed to the sun to rarify it, but
was brought in again with all due care.
‘When any inquiries were made, how
long it might be before it would be fit
for use, our people would answer, a
fortnight, and on the following day
remove it again to be rarified by the
sun. Never did the busy brain of a
chemist search with greater ardour fox
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the philosopher’s stone, than the Ota-
_heitans for this secret. “ They were mad-
dened with impatience, for so closely
were they watthed, that they could
steal nothing ; and if they had done so,
we gave it out that some of the princi-
pal ingredients were yet wanting, and
this indeed we might well say without
any violation of truth.

I now, however, began to regret that
the jest had been carried so far ; for our
sailors, availing themselves of the delu.
sion of the natives, began to make their
advantage of it, and to sell them por-
tions of the worthless rubbish for cocoa
nuts, &c. At the time of the bargainthey
requested the Otaheitans not to move
or stir the composition for the space of
a week; and well knowing that their
impatience would not admit this long
restraint, they preconcerted to avail °
themselves of this excuse in the subse.
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quent discovery of the inutility of what
they had sold them.
* AsIam now on the subject of their
credulity, I cannot omit an instance of
it, which is said to have happened dur-
ing the visit of captain Vancouver. One
of his sailors being on shore was fol-
lowed, as usual, by the curious multi-
tude. Having ariver to ford, the sailor
pulled up his trowsers ; the natives were
panicstruck to discover that his. legs
were deformed, and hesitated to cross
the river, lest they should catch the in-
fection. He was immediately forsaken,
“and left to pursue his walk alone.

Our jugglers and conjurors would
have a most glorious time amongst these
people ; they would only have to tell
them that their lives were in their
power, and they would obtain an easy
and general credit. I cannot but picture
to my imagination the boundless effects

VOL. I1I. D
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which would thus be produced. The
most common chemical and philosophi-
cal experiments would appear to these
men as so many miracles. Were the mis-
sionaries to imitate the ancient jesuits,
and avail themselves of this expedient,
they would require nothing more to
render themselves both. feared and be-
lieved. But the religion of truth must
not be thus raised on the foundation of
error. The good sense of mankind has
long rejected the sophism, that the end
«excuses the means.
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CHAP. XXXIIL

Superstition of the Otaheitans.— Employ-
ment.—Indolence.— Bay of Matavai.—
* Curiosity of the Natives.

"THE Otaheitans, though it may not be
so visible amongst them upon a slight
intercourse, are a most superstitious race.
Nothing can happen but what they pre-
viously know by their dreams. They
have their diviners without end; and
Pomarrie himself was not the least con-
siderable of their number: They pre-
tend to foresee the arrival of a ship some
days before it enters their harbour.
They have a singular method of detect-
ing the thief, in any case of stolen goods,
by applying to a person possessing the
s piritof divination, who, they observe, is
D2



36 VOYAGES IN THE'

always sure to show them the face of
the thief reflected from a callabash of
water. The anger of Pomarrie as high
priest, was believed to be of the most
fatal effect, and every chief was in like
marner considered as having some su-
permataral second. However this has
been managed, it reflects more credit on
the ingenuity of the chiefs, than on the
good sense of the people.

Pomarrie (it is our own fault if we
believe him) asserted to the missiona-
ries that he had a distinct intimation of
their arrival. They pretend moreover
that they had the same presentiment of
being visited by a canoe of unusual mag-
nitude, some nights before the arrival
of the first ship that ever- visited their.
island. Pomarrie, in the same manner,
anticipated the arrival of the bible, or
speaking-book of the Etooa: (God),
amongst them; they informed me that
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our ship was mattamoie, or dead, about
the time of her being cast away.

Perhaps there are no people in the
world more rootedly bigoted to their
customs than the Otaheitans ; and the
more extravagant and ridiculous that
these practices are, with so much more
tenacity do they retain them. Thereis
in this respect a very striking resem-
blance between the Otaheitans and others
of the same complexion in Asia. How
long has the intercourse of Europe and
Asia existed in vain! and with regard
to any change in the customs or reli-
gion of the latter, I fear that the mis-
sionaries will not find the Otaheitans
less obdurate. .

Patermal authorxty and ﬁhal duty are
reduced to nothing in Otaheite. The
father is nothing after the birth of his
son; he is considered as supplanted by a
being of moreimportance, and therefore

NI I M Jé-
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sinks comparatively into a cypher. ,He
is no longer of importance than as the
father of his son. Pomarrie had nearly
fallen a victim to this unnatural preju-
dice; as his son Otoo, under the sugges.
tions of Mannemane the high priest,was
_ about to become the murderer of his
father. The tree in the fable is here
verified ; the parent stock is torn into
pieces by wedges from its own body.
The vigilance of Edeah discovered the
secret machination,and Mannemane was
assassinated, or rather justly put to death
for his perfidy.

- In matters of government there is
no‘perceptible inferiority of the sexes ;
and when the supreme power happens
to fall upon a2 woman, they are obeyed
as implicitly as if they were of the other
sex. Many of them are thus chiefs, and
govern in their several districts with as
much authority as the men Their com.
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Pplexion, generally is some shades darker
than new copper ; something between a
nmulatto and what is called a light negra.
The fishermen, being exposed to the sun
and weather, are much darker. Their
statyre in general §s above the common
standard of Europeans. They are well
proportioned, their features placid and
regular, but their noses, occasioned by
pressure in their -infancy, universally
flat ; their teeth large, white, and well
set, and their hair a jet glossy black.
Fashion, however, has some daminion
in this respect even in Otaheijte ; the
two queens and many of the chiefs, that
they may appear superior to their sub-
jects, have changed the celour of their
hair to a light brown, a change effected
by the shell lime or other dye. The
natives in general take great pains in the.
graceful adjustment of their hair; whilst
that of the two queens, for the sake of
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distinetion® 1> suppese; -is ‘matted and
twistéd sw as"to bear no ill rbsembhnce
of :a shrdggry uncombed wig. >

‘Many:of the women of ‘the Sandwxch
Islands have @ toupee on their forehead,
stained; by means of the shell lime, as’

.white 38 snow ; this was intended as an
ornament, but, as contrasted with their
complexion, rendered them truly hor-
rible.

.The chief employment of ‘ the: men is

that--of building houses and canoes; -
fishing, &c. Pomarrie was.in this re..
spect one of the most experienced ar-
tists' in the country. For the month
previous to his expedition to Attahoura,
his sole employment was in building a
canoe 2s an offering to his Etooa.
- The women of Otaheite are much
less industrious than those of any of the
other islands which I visited. Their em-

* ployment, when the humour takes them,
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is that. of weaving madts; some-of which
occupy them :for -nine: months. Their

cloth is of various:lengths, frem four to

thirty yards, and from twa to four wide.

‘The thick eloth is- made by -cementing
together two or more layers of fine : the

cement. .employed. upon this occasion
is the root pee, beat up-like' potatoe

starch, but is much -superior and more

of a paste.

The coarser cloth is worn by the fish-
ermen, persons employed in drudgery,
and for night covering. The women
of the royal family, particularly Edeah.
and Pomarrie’s sister, are the best ma-
nufacturers on the island : they are par.:
ticularly nice in their choice of the pat-
terns they intend to adopt ; the leaf of
the fern-root is their favourite figure.
Their dye is extracted either from the
juice of- a berry or the bark of a tree :
the juice of the berry is for the red and
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lighter colours ; the dye extracted fronr
the soaking and bruising of the bark,
for the brown and darker ; the turme-
rick, with which the island abounds,. is
used for the yellow.

They are better in the projection than
in the execution of any enterprise, and
with them every thing is an enterprise.
A: journey to the mottoes, a distance of
about twenty miles, is a grand under-
taking, a perfect grand tour, and oceu-
pies their thoughts and conversation for
many months. Edeah had been upwards
of a year in preparation for a tour to the
leeward islands; the purport of this
visit was an embassy to procure from
the chiefs of these islands an acknow-.
ledgement of the sovereignty of Otoo.

. Theroyal canoe, which wasdouble,was
one of the largest and strongest on the
island ; it was sixty feet in length, and
secured by five rafters instead of three ;-
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these were lashed together by thongs
formed from the fibres of the cocoa-
nut: a ponderous and unwieldy mass,
only calculated to sail before the wind. Its
height at the stern was upwards of eigh-
teen feet, but from the middle forward
1t did not exceed four feet and a half;
on the forepart was a large platform,
terminated in front by a breastwork
about three fcet high. The intermedi-
ate space between the breastwork and
the end of the platform, was to be occu-
pied by a temporary house for the ac-
commodation of the royal traveller. I¢
was intended that she should have been
accompanied by a fleet of canoes advan-
cing in procession; but the sudden death
of Pomarrie must doubtless have defeat-
ed this intention: the presence of
Edeah was thus rendered too necessary
to admit of her departure.

The bay of Mattavai is well sheltered
against all winds except those from the
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west and north-west. It wasinoneof these
gales that the  Norfolk had been driven
on shore.. The prevailing wind - is the
south-east, which blows strongest from
nine in the morning till four in the af-
ternoon ; but for some months in the
carlier part of the year, the winds set in
strongly fromthe westward,accompanied
with torrents of rain and much thunder
and lightning. It isin this scason how-
ever that the islanders of Ulitea, Hua-
heine, &c., accustom themselves to visit
Otaheite. The canoes in which they
make these visits, are such a crazy kind
of ¢raft, that whole families are some-
times lost or cast away upon some deso-
late island. Captain Cook touching at
Watteo, a distance of. four hundred
miles from Otaheite, found there three
natives of the Society Islands: these
were the only survivors out of thirty
who had suffered shipwreck, the other
twenty-seven having perished at sea. In-
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such' cances 'as those-of. the Uliteans, &
- voyage to:Otaheite in such weather is
more ‘dangerous ‘thah ‘a -voyage to the
East Indies amongst us, -~ -

Adjoining to our house the ﬁshermen
used to haul up their grand fleet of ‘ca:
noes; twenty of them were sometimes
together, adorned with streamers of
eight or ten yards in length;  these
streamers were composed of feathers,
bearing a great resemblanoe to the tail
of a boy’s kite.

Thcy had always full employmen: ity
repairing their nets and other crazy ta¢-
kle. They were as troublesome as their
countrymen of all other descriptions;
and . introduced " themselves into our
house with as little ceremony. We sub-
mitted to their impertinence with a good
grace, and thus obtained their. good
words. - Perhaps we did not affix the
greatest value to these compliments; but
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had any necessity compelled us to put
their sincerity to the test, I am persua-
ded that we should have found them of
still less value than we had rated.
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CHAP. XXXIV.

¥ood,and Manner of cooking.— Ulility of the
Bread-fruit Tree.—Various Methods of
Jishing.

"THROUGH all the islands they have
invariably the same method of procur-
ing fire ; taking two pieces of wood,
and makinga groovein one for the other
to traverse in, they rub them together,
till the friction produces smoke, and the
smoke flame. A bundle of dry-grass
serves them as tinder.

Their method of killing a hog is by
strangulation ; they twistso many coils
of a rope round the neck till the animal
expires. They usually moisten the bris.
tles with water,and thensinge them off by
a fire of grass and dried leaves. During
the time of my tradinground the island,
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several of the hogs in the boat were suf-
focated by overlaying one another: I
presented these to the chiefs, who re-
cclved them very thankfully. ]

"Their manner of cooking their hogs,
bread-fruit, &c. is by digging a hole in
the earth according to the size required ;
a wood fire is then.made in it and co-
vered with stones, and the stones being
thus heated. one half of them is left at
the bottom, and the other strewed over
the animal or other substance at the
top ;* the whole is then povered in with
layersof the leaves of the bread-fruit,and
closed up with dirt. Itis in this manner
left until it is done; and by frequent
practice they are such good judges, tbat
they are seldom mistaken.

They have only two methods of cook-
ing, baking and broiling. They make

~ ® Inhogs of alarge size some heated stones
are introduced into the belly. :
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an excellent pudding of a root resem.
bling our potitoe ; it is pounded with
the pulp of the coecoa-nut, and after-
wards ‘ground fine by a muller; it is
then carefully wrapped up in plantain
leaves, and when properly baked is by
no means unpalatable. '

Their evea apple, which is generally
in season six months of the year, makes
an excellent apple-sauce for' their pork,
nearly as good as our English apple, ex-
cept that it is more stringy. They have
mountain yams likewise in the interior,
but as these cannot be got without thé
trouble of digging to.a good depth, the
Otaheitans suffer them to remain where
they are.

And here I must not forget to men..
tion that their pork, when not over-
grown, is really excellent, but their
poultry is stringy and tough, the very

..VOL. 1L, E
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coarsest of our beef is much preferable
to it. Having no salt, their substitute
for seasoning is salt-water.

They have the tarra root and sweet
potatoe; but these articles were not in
great plenty, and were therefore dear.
They have a root. which they call tee,
somewhat resembling a yam: when bak-
ed and pressed it produces a juice as
sweet as molasses, and when boiled is
nearly of the same consistence. 1 used
to breakfast upon this and Indian corn,
roasting the latter in lieu of coffee.
Popoy is a dish in general use amengst
these people; it is a mixtyre of the
bread-fruit and mahia, well beat up to-
gether, and mixed with the juice of the
cocoa-nut; the mountain plantain is
sometimes added : it nearly resembles
our frumentary. Icould never be per.
suaded to do more than taste it, ffom
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the nauseating process of its mixture.
The natives, however, are very fond of
it, and seldom make 2 meal without it -

Upon any ‘appearance of a scarce sea-
son, they collect the bread fruit when
‘néar ripe, and, removing the outer rind,
lay it up in heaps till it becomes soft ;
a pit is then dug, and the sides and bot-
tom carefully lined with bread-fruit
leaves. 'The-pit thus prepared is filled
‘with fruit, and carefully closed up with
‘leaves, grass and stones. After remaining
for some time in this manner, the pit is
“reopened, and the fruit freed from its
core; it is again stored and covered in
with fresh leaves till required for use.
It is said that the fruit thus preserved
will remain good till the following sea-
son of the bread-fruit tree. Some of
the missionaries, apprehensive of a scarce
season, had adopted this method in
common with the natives, but in my

E 2
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opinion nothing can be more unpalata-
ble. Taste, however, like every thing
else, is formed by habits, and mahie
may at length become tolerable to the
missionaries.

The Otaheitans, indeed, have the
moduntain plantain a tall seasons of the
year; butthey haveagreatdisliketoclimb
themountains afterit, being much afraid
of the wild hogs, which are very fierce.
It is moreover a two days journey, and
therefore is an object of terror to the
indolent Otaheitans.

The Oura or bread-fruit, the bread of
all the Society Islands,-grows on a tree
not unlike a middle-sized oak; the
leaves both incolour and substance much
resemble a fig-leaf, but are much larger
andhave scolloped edges. Thefruit grows
on all the branches, in the same manner
as the apples in Europe. It is said that,
though cut down to the root, it will
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shoot up again so as to bear fruit in five
orsix years. During the late hostilities
many of them were cut down in the
neighbourhood of the missionaries’ house
to prevent any sudden surprize from
the enemy. For general purposes it is
by far the most useful wood in the
country. It has the property of resist-
ing worms better than any other wood
in the country. It also yields a strong
gum, called by the natives tapow ; this
is of great use to the natives in their
canoes, being an excellent substitute for
pitch. They procure it by tapping the
trees. Our boat had suffered much by
being dragged over the rough and crag-
gy banks of their shores and rivers;
whatever repairs we gave it whilst at
Otaheite, were always effected by means
of this tree. It at once supplied us with
plank and pitch.

The fruit has been s0 often described as
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scarcely to nced repetition: in few words,
it is-of the sise and shape of a melon,
and of a:green colour.in all its stages;
the:inside, when baked, much resembles
the crumb of wheaten bread, but when
very ripe eats' more like our ginger-
bread:. It is as’ white in colour as our
wheaten - bread, but not so farinaceous.
It is an invaluable blessing to the inha-
bitants -of- this part of the globe; and
proves  that these islanders, barbarous
and savage as they are, are not excepted
from the eye and general care of an all-
wise Providesce.

_-The sea, as I have before saxd is their
most certain and -most jinexhaustible
magazine. They have fish of many
kinds, and generally in great plenty.
Their method of catching them is by
the seine, angling, and the harpoon with
two or three prongs;.in all these me-
thods they axe equally dexterous. They
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dart the harpoon with the greatest ac-
curacy, and sometimes surrounding a
shoal of fish, and driving them into
shallow water, they have most active
sport. In dark nights they illuminate
the reef and shores, and by this means
decoy the fish into shallow water, and
ensnare them in their nets in great quan-
tities.*
- 1 have seen an Otaheitan spring from
the beech and catch a fish whilst swim-
ming in the water. They catch apn im-
miense quantity of the smaller fry, by a
scine made for the purpose ; this is em-
ployed at the mouths of the rivers, and
~ sweeps every thing before it by thou-
sands at a time.

Fish is a favourite dish amongst
them ; they frequently eat them raw,

# This method is not peculiar to the Otahei-
tans. The- author has seen the same practised in
other countries.
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“and "always very much underdone. It
is but ‘seldom that' the common people
can indulge ‘themselves on a repast of
porke. When we killed any hogs, the
matives had sad scrambling for the offali
The: native boys employed by wus as
‘servants, were allowed these as their
perquisites to0 make presents to their
friends ; they were surrounded theres
‘forg-by ‘the more cunning of the coun-
trymen, who endeavoured to inveigle
themselves into their good graces, hang.
ing on them like leeches, till they had
squeezed them out of all they had to
give. ’

Jt is one. amongst the customs of the
Otaheitans, to share a part of their food
with every ore about them, so that the
first.possessor is frequently the least gains
‘er in the end. Having learned this to
be-the practice, I generally contrived to
reserve a part of my offal for the royal
family; this was suited to their taste, and.
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fortunatély equally sunited to my conve-
nience. Whatever remained, after our
servants were satisfied, was exchanged to
advantage for bread-fruit, cocoa-nuts,
and bananas, and we were usually plen~
tifully supplied on these occasions.

The royal family seldom kept but a
small portion of the offal for themselves,
but usually gave it to their dependants,
who dévoured it like so many vultures.
These fellows were not ‘il pleased that
they fared so well; and as they possessed
great influence over the king, it was to
our interest that they should be thus sa-
tisfied. :

Upon the reef which is situated about
half of a mile from the shore, they have
shell-fish of almost every kind; clams,
wilks, cockles, conchs, cray-fish, crabs,
sea-eggs, and muscles.

The reef seems to be more particular-
ly appropriated to the women, who sel-
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dom go out to fishin the canoes. They
flock to the reefs in droves, and in any
scarcity of fish remain up to the mid-
dle in water the greater part of the day.
Half the time would chill an European
to death. The Otaheitan, however,
seems wholly to disregardit; they wash
themselves in the fresh-water river as
they come from the sea, and then pro-
ceed to their houses to cook the fruits
of their industry. There can be no
doubt that from this long continuance
in the water arise many of their more
common diseases ; such as fevers and
rheumatisms, which are very prevalent
amongst them.

Were it not for the richness and fer-
tility of the island, and the inexhaustible
stores of the ocean, thenativescould bare-
ly exist: their indolence is so invincible
by any prudential consideration, that I
am persuaded they would almost starve
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rather than undergo the fatigues of
European cultivation.

Add to this the oppression of their
chiefs, the condition of the Otaheitans
will be long before it is enviable.
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'4',. CHAéo‘ XiXV.

The Houses qf the Otabeitant.—Furni.
ture.~Form of Government.—Influence
of the Priests.

Tae houses of the royal family and
great chiefs bear a near resemblance to
an English cart-shed; they are usually
of an oval shape, the sides being form-
<d of railing'about two inches apart, so
as to admit the current of air. These
pales are about six feet in height,
and, together with a range of posts,
serve as supporters to the roof. From
three to five wooden pillars, accord-
ing to the size of the house, are placed
longitudinally in the middle; a ridge
rafter is fixed to the top of these
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pillars, and the rafters intended to sup-.
port the roof descend from this ridge
to the posts before mentioned, project-
ing three or four feet beyond. A rim
runs round the whole. building on the
top of the posts, to which the rafters
of the roof are bound ; it is then very
neatly thatched with the palm leaf.
There are no divisions or subdivisions
in these houses; you are no sooner
within them than you see every thing.
The house of Edeah is built near the
spot where captain Cook had established
kis observatory ; and from that memo-
rable event has been called Point Venus.
It is the most completely furnished of
any in the country, having an European
bedstead formed of two boxes which she
has procured from some of her old ac-
quaintances, and which contain all her
European treasure.
- The floors are spread to the thickness



613 VOYAGES IN THE

of three or fouir inches with great quan:
tities “of grass’; this is spread so cares
fully and neatly, that scarce a blade could
be found lying the wrong way. Thesé
houses ‘are generally surrounded with a
kind of court-yard railed around with
stout railing about three feet high ;" the
whole yard is in the same manner
strewed with grass. In this yard aré
sheds  and smaller huts, as a ‘kind of
offices for the attendants and menial
servants. Here they pass their timeé
with one another seated on the ground,
or stretched at full length; jesting, hum-
ming a tune, drumming, &c. When
the royal family happen to be at Matavat,
there is little else but ‘drumming and
playing on their flutes from morning tifl
night.

When the royal family or chiefs tta-
vel by water, they have a small hut or
moveable tent fixed in the front part of
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the canoe, which prevents them from
being exposed either to the sun or wea-
ther, The women of the chiefs are for
the most part much fairer than others.
The huts of the natives in general,
are butlittle superior to so many sheds ;
" some of them covered with grass, others
not. Nature having done so much for
them as to encourage their natural disin-
clination to the labour of cultivation,
they employ their time for the most
part in amusements and conversation
with each other. They associate much
together, and have their stories, songs,
and country diversions, as well as more
civilized countries. :
When the weather sets in for severe,
they cover in the weather side of the
house with mats of the cocoa-nut h:af
two or three in thickness.
Their whole furniture, even that of
the royal family, consists only of 2 few
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wooden stools about six or seven inches
in height, and the side of an old canae,
which answers the purpose of a bedstead
for the chief, as the stools supply that
of a pillow: the remainder of their fur-
niture consists of a few country bags
kets, some of them from the Sandwich
Islands ; 2 wooden tray or two in which
they mix their popoy, ava, &c., a piece
of hard wood, and a stone muller em-
ployed for pounding; some of the
country gourds, cocoa-nut shells, and a
scoop-net. This is a complete inven-
tory of their best furnished houses. To
these indeed may be added such pre-
sents as they have received or stolen
from the ships; but as these have no-
thing to_say to the peculiarities of the
country, and are never used by them,
‘it is not to our purpose to enumerate

them.
Edeah had many of this latter kind 5

/
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old saucepans, frying-pans, and grid-
irons ; she wished much to exchange
them with me for gun-powder, but I
declined her pressing offer. They were
scattered about her house like so much
lumber.

Their careless manner of sleeping
cannot much conduce to their health.
Without any consideration of damps,
or the moistness of the night air, they
throw themselves on the ground. This
cannot but be productive of some of
those disorders, which in their igno-
rance they impute to European conta-
gion. s

From the best information I was
enabled to obtain, their government is
regal and hereditary. The power or
‘ambition of an enterprising chief will
indeed often disturb the regularity of
succession ; but the principle of heredi-
tary government seems to be fundamen.

VOL. IIL r
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tal. The usur;;er, if sufficiently power-
“ful, transmits the supreme power to his
son. Such was the case in the usurpa-
tion of Pomarrie. :

The common people may be said to
possess little or no property ; for should
they happen to possess any thing of more
than ordinary value, the king seldom
fails to hear of it through the medium
of the miscreants by whom he is sur-
. rounded. The article is then demanded
for his use, and it is prudent in the
owner to submit. Reluctance is con-
strued into an act of rebellion ; and the
object thenceforth marked down, and
in all probability hecomes the next hu-
man sacrifice ; the common people com-
plain heavily, and with great justice, of
these atrocious sycophants, who plun.
der as often for themselves, as for their
master.

No one is allowed to approach the
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king without uncovering their head and
shoulders as low as their breasts: not
even their own parents are exempted
from this act of homage. Europeans
are alone excepted. In travelling, the
king and queen are carried on the shoul-
ders of their attendants; this custom,
however, only continues till the perfor-
mance of a certain ceremony, that of his
coronation and circumcision at Atta-
houra.

They are on no account suffered to
walk but on particular spots sacred to
their use. Should they enter the house
of any one except their own, that house
must be immediately pulled down. It
was from this cause, that though Otoo
and myself were next-door neighbours
-for several months, he never visited me,
but sent for me five or six times in the
day, always pretending some childish
errand.

F2



68 VOYAGES IN THE

“The king’s deputies, having absolute
power, lord it with a very high hand ;
they are proud and ostentatious, and be-
sides their own wife, have generally two
or three of the finest women in the
country as concubines. Unmarried wo-
men of rank have also their favourite
men, with whom they cohabit at plea-
sure, nor does this practice excite ei-
ther surprise or censure. I was inform-
ed that the king’s wife had borne two
children by her attendants ; and Edeah,
his mother, has had several since her se-
paration from Pomarrie.

These were all strangled the moment
after their birth, according to the prac-
tice of the infamous Arreoys, of whom
the royal family are the chief members.
They allege as their excuse, that they
are the offspring of a base connection.
They do not consider this abominable
practice as having any criminality;
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many of them will frankly acknowledge
how many they have killed.

It appears that a far greater number
of females than males fall a victim to
this national depravity.* This may be
imputed to two causes: in the first
place, it has been invariably so practised
by their ancestors; in the second, the
greater difficulty and restrictions which
are required to bring up a female than
2 male.

The Arreoys are a society so licen-
tious and profligate, as to call loudly for
punishment, even from divine ven-
geance. The very principle of their
union is the community of their women,
and the murder, at the moment of their

& When reproaching Pomarrie with this barbar.
ousand inhuman practice, he alleged in reply, that
should the births be brought forward, there would
not be a sufficiency of food on the island for their

mpport.
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birth, of all their issue of both sexes: By
- a strange and most lamentable perver-
sity of mind, these wretches are vene-
rared as a superior order of beings, and
are treated as such wherever they go.
I am persuaded that the example of these
murderers -extends . this horrible mis-
chief beyond themselves: the common
people of all countries usually judge, and
in consequence act, more from the exam-
ple of their superiors, than as guided by
their own reason. The Otaheitans may
thus be.led to imitate what they see in
their Arreoys. . I believe, throughout
the whole island it is a matter of choice,
whether a-child shall be brought up or
murdered. . This mischief is inconceiv-
able; their dissolute and abandoned
principles spread like a pestilence, and,
what renders itstillworse, they rove from
island to island, and every where dis-
seminate~ the same poison. I-find it
difficult to speak of this society without
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horror. Would it be credible to any
onc who received it on less authority
than that of the testimony of one navi-
gator confirmed by a series of every
succeeding one, that there existed on
the surface of the globe a people of
both sexes, who, deaf to the instinct
ef nature, and the clear reproach of
even natural reason, can thus murder a
whole race of infants, and consign to
death the little beings to whom they
have just given life? I scarcely expect
to be believed by an English mother, yet
true it is, that an Arreoy mother is no
sooner delivered of her child than she
in general murders it.

. The priests have great influence over
the minds of the people ; they are highly
respected by the people, and officiate at
the morais in all religious sacrifices.
Being considered as servants of their
deities, they have an ample opportunity
of imposing on the minds of the igno-
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rant natives, and they understand their
interest too well not to avail themselves
‘of it. They thus persuade them that
the power of life and death is in their
hands, and that to offend them and to
call down their execrations is mortal.
The great chiefs are for the most part
priests themselves. They  employ this
advantage with great dexterity to extend
and confirm the obedience and rever-
ence of their subjects. They make them
believe that their angeris mortal, and
thus nothing is so much dreaded by an
Otaheitan as to offend a great chief.
The minds of the people are thus kept
in continual terror by these artful vil
lains. Pomarrie understood this craft,
and employed it with unexampled dex-
terity. He was the arrant juggler
amongst them on the score of religion:
He had the prudence not to pretend that
his power extended to us. He was in
this respect an arch impostor.
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Their morais are akind of refuge for cri-
minals of every kind ; they fly to them
when in any imminent danger, and, ac-
cording to the custom of the country,
must not be taken from thence. Ina
word, these people may be said to be
stupefied by superstition, adhering inva.

riably to the usages of their ancestors.
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‘CHAP. XXXVI.

Miserable State of the Island.—Diseases—
Causes of the gradual Decrease of Popula-
tion.—Trick played upon the Captain.—
General Propensity to Theft.

TO any man of humanity nothing can
‘be more distressing than to cast his eye
on this island, a spot blessed by nature
with every thing that can render life
pleasing ; fertility of soil, and serenity of
«limate ; but now become a scene of
general mortality and the ravage of dis-
ease, which to all human appearance in
a few years must render it a desolate wil-
derness untrodden by human feet.
They impute the greater part of these
diseases to their European visitors, but
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for the most part very absurdly, though
indeed we must take our share.

There can be no doubt but that thou-
sands.of them have been swept off by
the .venereal disease since their inter-
course with Europeans.

- At the time of our leaving the islands,
many of these unfortunate objects were
in a state truly pitiable through this dis-
order, though the missionary surgeon,
a gentleman eof great humanity, spared
no efforts to alleviate their misery. But
it was a very difficult thing to. persuade
them :to adhere to his.prescriptions.
They have a.violent antipathy to medi-
cines of all kinds, and, what is equally
against them, they are no sooner taken
with the disease than they are. deserted
and left to shift for themselves. :In this
helpless condition their chance of :-reco-
very is small indeed.

Iam persuaded that they -were far



76 . VOYAGES IN THE

more happy in their primitive state, than
since their acquaintance with Europeans.
Another most dangerousmalady amongst
them is the country fever; this is very
prevalent, and from their manner of
treatment, or rather neglect, very fatal.
However ill they may be, it is with the
greatest difficulty that they can be per-
suaded to forego the water. The dy-
sentry is too common; and when onceit
seizes them, seldom fails to be fatal.
Rheumatisms and agues are diseases to
which their excessive fondness for the
water - renders. them peculiarly liable ;
we have before mentioned, that their
careless manner of taking their night’s
repose, heedless equally of cold or damps,
is a fertile source of these complaints.
Their only means of alleviating pain, is
by gently squeezing and rubbing the
part affected; this method is general
amongst all the islanders.
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“ Besides the disorders abovementioned
they have many others, with which I
am unacquainted, but which doubtless
have their share in the destruction of
the population.

But the most effectual instrument of
the annihilation of these people is the
horrible practice before mentioned, that
of infant murder, and human sacrifices.
It is computed that at least two thirds
of the whole births of the island are thus
stifled. In vain does nature raise her
voice against what long usage, and pro-
fligacy confirmed by habit and example,
80 barbarously persuades. If the future
diminution of these people keep pace
with that of late years, and particularly
during the time of my residence, the
island must soon become a desert. The
missionaries made two tours whilst I
was in the island, and in each of which
they numbered the people; according
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to their first calculation they were seven
thousand, but in the last they very little
exceeded five.

This mortality cannot but be serious-
ly, however uselessly, lamented. So
blind are these poor wretches, that,in.
capable of comprehending that the true
cause of this evil must be sought in
their own practices, they scruple not to
impute them all to their intercourse
with Europeans.

Three of the royal family died during
the time we were resident in Otaheite.
Upon the whole, I cannot but think that
the vengeance of God has already
fallen upon these people. Otoo is the
last of his family.

Nature, who is a kind parent to all
her children,has, in Otaheite, so mingled
her bitters with her sweets, that the lot
of the Otahcitans is not superior to the
rest of the world,  If their land is fer-
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tile, and their climate serene, their physi-
cal temperament is an indolence which
renders these natural gifts ineffectuak
Their king and chiefs are tyrannical, and
surrounded with sycophants. Is there
any gift of nature which can overbalance
against such oppression ?

What a contrast between these people
and ourselves! Whilst all their faculties
are benumbed as wellby their natural
ignorance, as by the stuporific influence
of their government, we are hedged
round by happy laws, and secured
against all invaders, however powerful.

These people, to speak generally, pos-
sess an amiable openness of manners
which cannot fail to impress a stranger
with a very favourable opinion of them.
But let such strangers rest assured, that
these people will not fail to impose upon
them -to the utmost of their power.
They will moreover never suffer an op-
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portunity of stealing to pass neglected.
‘The chiefs being on all these occasions
the receivers, the article stolen is almost
always irrecoverable.

. The captain with whom we embark-
ed for Port Jackson experienced the
truth of this assertion. Having brought
with him some land turtles, the Otahei-
tan chiefs expressed a strong desire of
having some left amongst them. They
doubtless expected thatthe captain would
make them a present of them, as had
been done by other navigators, with re-
gard to animals of more use. This
gentleman, however, having no obliga-
tion to them, and no particular end to
accomplish, had no very anxious wish
to gratify them, but had no objection to
theway of bartering one or two for hogs.
The Otaheitans did not expect this ;
they therefore shifted their ground, and
contrived the following stratagem. Two
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of Pomarrie’s servants came with theit
master’s compliments, and requested
two turtles, and that the captain would
send word by the bearers how many
hogs would content him in exchange.
It should be mentioned that Pomarrie
was at this time at Attahoura. The
captain had no great opinion of this bu-
siness, but was persuaded to trust to
Pomarrie’s word ; the turtles were ac-
_ cordingly sent under the charge of an
European who had been long resident
on the island, and was therefore well ac-
quainted with the language. He was
strictly charged not to return without
the hogs. ,

The European and the two men from
Pomarrie proceeded on their journey ;
but they scarcely had gone two miles,
when they desired the European to re-
turn, adding that his attendance was un-

vos. 11, G .
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mecessary, as they would deliver the
turtles themselves. The man mentioned
the hogs to be delivered in return, and
insisted upon accompanying them; till
they began to handle him somewhat
roughly, and enforced his compliance
in a manner which he thought it not
prudent any longer to resist. The fel-
low, being something of a coxcomb, and
confident in his abilities for negotiation
and management of the natives, had un-
dertaken this embassy with great pro-
mises that they should not deceive him.
It was ludicrous to see the fallen air with
which he returned to the ship. It ap-
pears to me that the whole of this affair
was a contrivance of the chi¥fs without
the participation of Pomarrie. I have
mentioned it at full length, as being illus-
trative of the tricking genius of this
people.

Often have they tempted our peaple
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to desert by fair, promises, and as. often
given them up for the pramised reward.
The chiefs give them' much credit  if
a business of, shis kind is done with
such dexterity as to elude detection;
but if discovered, join in the reproach.
Though such arrant thieves in their in-
tercourse with us, I believe they are
more honest in their dealings with each
other. When upbraided with the word
thief, they retort that they are not
worse thieves than many of our own
countrymen, alluding to the convicts
at Botany Bay. 4
There arc no greater thieves in the
country than Otoo’s attendants. Such
are the chief men in the country, and
such the priests and governors.. The
depravity of the common people need
be no subject of astonishment, when
such is the example of their superiors.
The common people cither do not be-
c2
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lieve it a crime, or, if they are per-
suaded that it is such, flatter them-
selves that their priests can absoive
them. They are one and all a-country

of thieves.
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CHAP. XXXVIL

Reception of Strangers.—Evenness of Tem-
per.—Generosity amongst themselves.—
Little Jealousy with regard to their
Women.

THeir manner of addressing strangers
from the king to the meanest subject is
courteous and affable in the extreme.
The chiefs are exceedingly proud, and
fond of parade; they seldom fail to re-
ceive a stranger with the utmost hospi-
tality, and to render him all the good
offices in their power. Their hospitality
however, as may be conceived, has not
much refinement ; they never fail to
expatiate largely on whatever they give,
doubtless with the purpose of aggravat-
ing the return. Upon further acquaint-
ance many of their amiable qualities dis-
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appear and amongst others, thelr dis-
mtcrestedness.
' They certainly live mongst each
other in more harmony:than is usual
amongst Europeans. During the whole
time T was amongst them, I néver saw
such a thing as a battle; and though
they are cxcellent wrestless, and in their
contests give each other many 4 hard
fall, the contest is no sooner concluded,
than they are as good friends as ever.
Their frequent wars must be imputed to
the ambition of their chiefs ; and were
it not for the restless disposition of these
men, } am persuaded that war would be
almost unknown amongst them.’

I never remember to have seen an
Otaheitan out of temper.  ‘They’/jest
upon each other with greatet freedom.
than the Europeans ; but these jests are
never taken in ill part. They are acute
observers of the manners, actions, and
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even looks, of strangers; and if they
have any singular imperfections or oddi-
ties, they will not fail to make them-
selves merry at their expence.

Their even temperament of mind and
humour must be imputed in part to
the effect of their happy climate. Ano-
ther cause is doubtless their total want
of care or thoughtfulness; nature hav-
ing provided them with every thing ne-
cessary to sustenance, and the fertility
of their soil requiring ‘no cultivation.
Hence there is nothing of that constant
anxiety of providing for the first de-
mands of nature, which gives that ac-
tive motion to every individual of civil
society ; and which is the source, and
only source, of all the destructive pas-
~sions of life.

With regard to food, it is I believe an
invariable law in Otaheite, that what-
ever is possessed by one is commen to
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all: at least I never saw an instance to
the contrary amongst all our numerous
visitors. The first possessor indeed usu-
ally came off with the least share. I
scarcely know how to reconcile this ge.
nerosity with the selfishness of their
conduct in their intercourse with stran-
gers; except that of acting more from
what may be called sentiment or natural
feeling, than moral perception of right
- and wrong. They have one system of
action amongst themselves, and another
in their society with strangers.

Their manners, generally speaking,
bear a great affinity to those of the
other Society Islands ; and none of them
observe any faith with strangers. Their
own mtcrest is here their sole consldcm
tion. 4

Upon the arrival of the missionaries,
they received them in the most cordial
manner; professing the greatest rever.



PACIFIC OCEAN.. - 89

ence and wegard as well to the men, as
the doctrines they:were about to. disse
minate..- The - missionaries, - deceived
by this reception, hailed it as a happy
omen of the ‘success of their mission ;
and commenced their labours of conver-
siomrin high spirits, and boundless hopes.
The- chiefs encouraged them by saying,
that their parrow, or talk, wasvery geod:
The high priest however, after some
attendance, suffered a remark to slip,
which - explained their secret opinion j
that the missionaries gave them plenty
of the -word of God, but few axes.
They doubtless thought that their con-
stant attendance entitled them to pre-
sents. It appears to me, that in this
respect, they have become very little
improved.

Their general idleness is never inter-
rupted but on the arrival of a ship.
Every thing then is bustle and activity .
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they are then as busy ‘as pedlars in fair
time; every one has something to ex-
change in traffic; the husband not unfre-
quently-brings his wife to market. ' Po-
marrie himself was as great afactor asany
of theminthearticleof Otaheitanbeauty.
In one of my evening walks, I found
him accompanying ten or twelve young
women to the beech, commanding them
to go on board a certain ship in the bay,
and not to fail to bring him plenty of
powder in the morning. They all wil-
hngly obeyed his orders, for the thing
is so common that nothing is thought
of it.

The arrival of a ship brmgs them to
the scene of action from far and near.
Many of them then meet at Matavai who
have not seen each other for some length
of time. The ceremony of these meet-
ings is not without singularity : taking
a shark’s tooth, they strike it into their
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head and temples with great violence, so
as to produce a copiousbleeding; andthis
they will repeat, till they become clotted
with blood and gore. I cannot explain
the origin of this custom,nor its analogy
with what it is intended to express. It has
no other meaning with them than to ex-
press the excess of their joy. By what
construction it is considered as symboli-
- cal of this emotion I do not understand.

The situation of the missionaries
amongst them must be very unpleasant.
A ship however no sooner arrives, than
they are employed by them to negotiate
the exchange and barter. Should every
thing “in-.this business not-be to their
sdtisfaction, a thing that almost alk
ways- happens from their insatiable
avarice, the missionaries must bear the
reproach. They cannot have exerted
their interest with their countrymen,
or they could have procured them better
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bargains. It isin vain for the missionaries
to answer that they have no power over
the property of others. An Otaheitan
is not very easily convinced, when he is
resolved to retain his first opinion.

If the missionaries should convince
. them of the sincerity and earnestness of
their efforts to procure them articles
suited to their wishes, the blame is then
cast upon the captain. He is then every
thing that is bad ; Ahow, ahow, or Tata
perre, perre, a stingy fellow; which
words they repeat with great emphasis,
and ludicrous grimace.

Money being a thing of arbitrary va-
lue only, it is of little consequence of
what matetials it is composed, so that
the end is answered. Thus a piece of
paper with us answers all the purpose of
the finest gold ; and from bemg a blank
the moment before, it may in a few mi-

nutes be transformed into tens of thou. . -

-
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sinds. Thus the property introduced
among themon the arrivalof the mission~
aries was of much greater value to them
than a ship-load of gold would have been
to this country. Since thattimetheyhave
wholly laid aside their stone hatchets,
and bone implements for fishing ; and
those articles are now seen only as ob-
jects of curiosity, not as implements of
general utility. While resident there, I
was informed from the very best autho-
rity, that Pomarrie had one of his men,
who had picked up something of the
blacksmith craft from the missionary
blacksniiths, employed in making axes,
&c. upwards of twelve months. The
arrival of these men amongst them will
no doubt be a day long remembered as
one of their good days. Their settle-
ment was like that of a number of rich
foreigners settling in an infant country,
whom it was the highest policy of the
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natives to encourage by every paossible
means.

In the immediate wicinity of our
house was a beautiful plantation of co-
coa-nut trees, consisting of some hun-
dreds, planted by Edeah and Pomarrie
about the time of captain Bligh’s visit
and voyage for the bread-fruit tree.
These trees have now gained such a
height, that their branches, meeting at
the top, form a most beautiful alcove.
They are sufficiently dense to exclude
the rays of the sun, and form one of
the most pleasant walks in theisland. It
was at least the only one which afforded
me any satisfaction. Travelling in the
interior is very troublesome, both on
account of the heat and the long grass,
as wellas a kind of bur, which is very
abundant, and is called by the natives

pe perre.
- The ground sacred to Otoo, and his
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brother the king of Tiarabo, adjoins to
this grove. Edeah, Paitea, and Awhow
the sister of Paitea and mother to the
two queens, all reside in the neighbour-
hood. This was therefore the royal re-
- sidence ; and if there was any thing of
civilization in the country, it would be
most natural to expect it here. But
there was absolutely nothing of the
kind, nor any appearance of its first de-
gree.. They were as absolutely remote
from civilized life, as at the penod of
theu' first discovery.
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CHAP. XXXVIII

Stup:dtty of Otoo.—Otabeitan Numeral.n——
Human Sacri jice:.——Horrxd Instance of
Treacbﬂy

IT must be a2 very long period of time -
before the Otaheitans can-arrive at the
very first elements of civil life: 3 lan-
guage reduced to regularity, and writt¢n
characters, so as to be grammatically
learnt and transmitted. There are but
few of them ¢an be taught to pronounce
in any resemblance the letters of the
alphabet. Otoo could indeed compass a
few, but there are many letters which
neither he nor any other Otaheitan could

articulate.
Such are our letters C, K, S, Q, X, and
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G. V they pronounce B, and C they
soften into T. Thus Captain Vancou-
ver, is Taptain Bancouba, and Captain’
Cook, Taptain Tootee.. The royal ad-
miral, is Rammirell.

Very good fellow, very bad fellow,
were the plainest words that Otoo could
articulate ; haremi de rum, bring hither
the rum,and a very few others. He would
sometimes send to the missionaries for
pen, ink and paper, but used them as a
child, making scrawls and scratches. On
some occasions I have been sent for to
witness his proficiency, but I ever found
him more attentive to a book of pic-
tures than to his reading and writing,.
He could indeed very imperfectly form
some of the letters of the alphabet, but
it was very imperfectly, and I am of
opinion that there are very small hopes
of improving the natives through bhis
example, or that of any of his family.

VoL. 1L H
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- When he had any message to com-
municate to shipping, he usually applied
to Mr. Jefferson or some other of the
missionaries, to transmit it by the paper
parow or note ; the purport of this was
usually a demand of the Ava Brittanna.

The Otaheitan numerals are as fol-
lows : _ ' .
. Attachie . . .., . .. One
. Arroua ........ Two
Atora « o « v o« « ... Three
Aha .......... Four
GArfima ..o e s ... Five,
: AVEDEU « oo oo oo .. Six ., -
. >Ahita . .ee o ool Seven.
... (AVaITou .. . .. ... Eight. ..
xlWasis e su oo Ning.
.:Ahourou .. . ...«.. Ten, -
Elevcn begins the same as.one, with
the addition of :de halla postfixed, and
soon tilltheyarrive at twenty,after which .
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they ‘add;zhourou,-signifying teny 4ill
kbeyarriveau.om .blmdxnﬁ which: they
seldom exceedi i - .- S TR
2 Afother method they hm 4dopted
of fhaking a'stranger, unacquainted with
et thiighuags, understand their mean-
i‘ng, is by tying as many slips of the co-
€01 1€4f to a bundle, and presenting it
to the sgyanger with whom they are
bargaining, signifying by this what num-
ber ofaany thing they require, and what

. number of hogs, &c. they intend giving
for a musket, powder, &c.

The human sacrifices are not put to
death by their priests, as many have
beeniled to imagine ; the executioner is
usualfy ohe of the miscreants about the
person:of the king, and generally adds

- treachery to the horror of his murder.

He-calls upon. the victim under.the pre-

-text -of a visit of friendship, and, seizing

his ‘opportunity when the poor fellow
H 2
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is off His guard, knocks him down and
kills him on the spot. An instance of
this treachery and murder occurred
whilst I fesided amongst them.

Ohc of the confidants of Otoo, .upon
_ our return from the Sandwnch Isfands,
a fcllow who visited us daxly prevnous
to our voyage thlther, was advanced
to the command of a dlstrlqt at ‘some
distance from Matavai. This man had
been often importuned for a human
.yictim, and as oftcn excused lnkhseﬁL by
the difficulty of finding any smtable ob-
ject within his district. This passed
for atime, but the king, or ratﬁer Po-
,marrie, at length insisted on "his comph-
agea The wrctch, now put to his shlfts,
and qpprehensxve of Iosmg the. smnles of
;hig bencfactor, found he could defer it
no longcr. He therefore sent a mesaage
¥equesting the immediate visit of 2 .near
rclanon. The unsusplcmus man Qbeyed
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and was' received with the greatest.
friendship and cordiality by the treacher-
aus chief, so that he departed enraptured
with his receptxon. But he had no
sooner left the house than the villain gave
orders that one of his trusty “agerts.
should follow him, and, watching his op-
portunity, should kill himwhen off his
guard. This was accordingly done one
day when the uhsuspicious: man ‘was
walking down to the beach.  The bédy
was then laid 6t in a long basket'thade
of cocoa:nut leaves, and conveyed past
opr door. * The natives in our yard be-
held it with the most perfect apathy dnd.
mdxﬂ'erence, and requested me'to ookt
xt as it passcd butI eXpressed m'y abkior-
rence . of such'an outrage to hisfmantty,.
and refuséd to go otit of my doors txﬂ it
had proceeded beyond my sxght

“When the sacrificesarrive it th¢mo-
reas, the eye is scooped out, and’ px'esent-
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¥aBrd BHaR Ak 1467 " The kid plictds
g MG aen IpeiTasittereckiveits - Phey
Titdgitte tHat he thedéby fecdives ln
additioh to HisHrength and ctminingil:
Uit great” soldmbitioy e tlilofsiof
every distifet briiig ofte O Inoteiof ahiese
hfméh sactifices ; ‘it was sopposedbehde
1ot less:‘than: from  tvelve: to sffteen
“would be offered at the inzdguration 6f
‘Otdo. + The bodies, after the:cefepsony
of the sacrifice, are removed to thew.
réas; and there interred."---.: e coige
' "When upbraided with this mosithot-
‘rible- practice they ‘never waiit modx-
cuse. They allege that the wittimswate
bad® tien; arid ‘meén’ to. whosy dhmes
- theit Trvés were just forfeits. v Bdvingmy
opinion this'is only one of thoseiextirses
“which; on every occasion that:séquires
- an excuise; these people have ready made .
“for the'purpose. - - ultar ey
- Perhiaps- there re few people.inithe
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sworld. who carry their liberality to their
Gods, to greater excess than these people.
They think nothing too good for these
divinities. - Every calamity with which
‘an Otaheitan is afilicted is considered the
dmmediate effect of thevengeance of their
.Gods. Sickness, want, ill-success in war,
or the anger of their kings and chiefs,
have no other origin than in some offence
- orneglect of their Gods. Thus wefindeven
.Pemarrie himself labouring: under the
same superstition,intreating us earnestly
taifire some cannon, in order to appease
thewrath of his Gods whom he fearcd to
~have effended. .
¢~ri/Fhere: are a set-of men in th&s conn-
vteyrwhese open profession is of suclyabo-
~mipationy that the laudable :deliqagy of
“our language will not admit iti.fa.be
seaentioned: These are called. by the na-
tives mahoos; they assume thei-dress,
sastitudeyand mangers,of - wopen,: and
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-affectiailithe; famtasticdadisigssdnth o
quetiis of thewdinestof femalosi ~Thess
thoddyi associate with'sthewomren, xwiks
court - their ;msquiaintance.q: Wit i
munoers of the wombn theyaddpuohoeis:
peculiar employments;- cmiakingoolofhgi
bonnets, and mate s andgo cumgiguely:
are they . unsexed fooid their. smankbord}:
that:-had. :they. not been:peinted - owtied?
me, [ should not-haveiknewn shenv bat]
as iwomen,; -1 add -with. somié satighem
tion, that the :encouragement iof behiy?
abomination is almast: solely: confitred vg!
‘thie:ghiefs.: Otoo himself {is g mbuster
of debauchery. . Their pollunangu thigs
raspegt.beggars all descriptiony: sngardindy:
avents- from dwelling -xpan:.an robjlect:
wihich recalls'so manyiimagds. ofidisgesto
_ 3nd hogror.: (s e PRETIEIHCYE [ X B gAil
- Whilat amongst . them . k-.saw ibwd of =
their mahoos ; . the one in. the:traiminbq
Pomasrnie) the other was,pointediout 10 «
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me is; he:pastichmy. house ;- oHsersisig
me: to fix.nyyseyeson himaiwith-a lonks
expressive. of may ahlvwerence, he sneaksd
off without speaking. : Their wickedness
iaedough:to: call <down the immediate
judpientof -heaven:; and let me not be:
thhught:too . presumptuous, if 1 asert:
tliasade:hand.of God is: visibly amongst
thems. Uniless their.manners change, I*
prodonace that they will not long re-
maéh:iin: the number of nations.: - The
swiard -of disease is no less effectual thm
the watam.of a deluge. - .
s WNishregard to hnlth peaceof mmd;'
and'; vigour. .of -body, the midsionarics.
standowkigh ground ; snd-mustappear
tothém undepche immediate proteesion:
of hanion> whilst they fall around themh-
like rotten sheep. Mrs. Eyre, now: ups-
wards of seventy:years of age, wag 60-
périntonding her domestic affairs wltb

a dealiof: easey content, and hisppinessi >
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We cannot, however, take our leave
of Otaheite, without .expressing an opi-
nion, that.the slow progress of the mis-
~ sionary efforts has been principally ow-

ing.to a collusion between the rqyal fa-
mily, the chiefs, and priests., They mpst
probably are afraid of losing, their, influ-
ence over the minds of the people,
should the introduction of christianity
-he cncoumged and thereforg, pet their
faces against it stout]v Ha.d Dot thts
Yeen the case, I think it .is almgosg Jife
possible but some converts must, have
‘been gained, for the virtues of these juen
. speak intelligibly to the natives..,, Who-
ever, will trace that universal depravity .
. of character to its fountain-head,, will
find that the chiefs are the raot.of the
evil, for these peoplearein general p;pw:l
of imitating the examples of their chiefs.
May the dawning of civilization, the
precursor of christianity, dispel the mist
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JOIRY OF DEMOoIPLL T
sz Lotnew vadi oo N
A1 e bﬂAi’ ‘xxxur. o
l 1 , ",( o . .; .
P&r.mgt 2 Port Jackson.—Totith dt'1he
'E-)'emily Elandsi—Intercourse ‘with tbe
< Matioksi Afrival at Norfolk I:famf

Ox: 6ur way to Port Jackson, we thade
€ #find of Eox, or Middleburgh, the
ediitérmost of the Friendly Istaids; and
la§'bffatid ori the greater part of the day,
trdding with thenativesfor cocoa-nutsand
curiosities. These people in their manners
#&ppearance have a great resemblance
withuthe Sandwich Islanders. Their ca-
17686 F we except the Sandwich Islands,
were the neatest I had seen in those seas.
The' people appeared to me to be pe

suidéd that their curiosities were ifes-
timable, for they observed no modera-
tion in their demands. They traded as
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if they had been accustomed to extor-
tion all theif lives. They wanted axes
and scissars in exchange for-their worth-
less trumpery; but finding that they
could not. 1mpose on us, and that we
® \Qlﬂd nqt. give. more than the worgh,
they agrecd to aur terms, rather than
return as they came.

. They, brought off three. women,
doubtless with the intention of putting
their favours up to sale 5 but here they
were. dnsappomtcd as they could. ﬁnd
P, purchasers amongst the sh:p S Som-
PH}}'. N IR LI

, Thesewomen were veryfar from heing
handsome they were stout, masguline,
:md hard-featured ; and to all appear-
ancc past the meridian of life. They
vyetc much browner and of .a coarser
make and complexion than the Otabei-
tans. These latter indeed are the most
somely and soft-featured of any of the
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itlamdéss .in:these:: seas,;: Theodatives;:
hawbter, doubtless- thought thein beass
tya very saleable comodity,and wereapw
patentdy mnuch- disconcerted that theg:
had:to carry them back after having tae
ken somuch trouble to bringthem so fanc
We..purchased some clubs,. paddles,
and spears ; but paid at least three times
the:price that they would. hdve:cost us
atany of the other islands. - We:solicited
them.much to return to. the share, ans.
bring .-us off some hogs, -yams,.8c. as:
they'said they had. these articlesan: great,
plenty ; but upon the return .of the e
nee which was sent for these .articlesy
they: pleaded. so many. excuses,,that..it:
appeared evident that they had deccivad.
"us; and had:them not in the-abundanoe
they pretended. They recommended us
strongly to go to Tongataboo, which we
could already sée, and which had:a:
most beautiful appearance from-this dis-
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tanco; ibeing apparentlyias-levebbanid:
green as a-bowlingigrees They, toldus:
that there was :goeat- plenty: of “every.
thing wewanted, and.that it might-be;
procared. cheap ; <we understaed < them
at least 80, as.far as their jargon was in.
telligible ;. but they had told us the
same of their.own island, and therefore
we listened to'them without attention. -
. - Fortunately for. us, we had left Otax.
heite well provided, otherwise we should.
here have had cause to repent our im-
providence upon .reaching the Friendly
Islands. It appcarcd to me that a great
and unusual scarcity must have at that
time prevailed at Eoa, otherwise they
could not have withstood the temptation
of. our articles. We did not procure on
this island above two dozen of the heads
of the oura, or bread-fruit; a circum-
stance that leads me to suspect that it
cannot be in great plenty in Eoa, as at
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Otaheite we never found any dificulry
in procuring «s miuch as we wanted:
perhaps: it was at this time out of sea.
son. This bread-fruit, about four do-
zen of cocoa-nuts, one or two bunches
of bananas, and a few sticks of the sugar-
cane, was the whole that we got at these
islands.

“The whole country as far as we could
obscrvc, was dividedrinto neat inclosures
and seemingly all in cultivation. - This
culture is in my opinion far more necess
sary here than in the Society Islands, as
there appeared evidently a scarcity of the
oura, or bread-fruit. We observed
from the ship several houses; but being
at such a distance, we cannot venture to
describe them minutely. As viewed
through the glass, they appeared as if
built in an oblong manner, somewhat
resembling a long shed, apparently
open at the sides. The war that has ex-
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iated for.some years on these islands, has
bman fatal to the ‘population ;- accarding
0. the report, these people give no quar-
ten. 1 Their ferocity is. indeed visible in
the.very mould of their features, o,
1:Their language was nearly unintelli-
gible to a Sandwich Islarider, and to two
Otaheitans on board, so that our traflic
was; conducted -chiefly by signs. Their
clubs were more ingsnfously carved:than
awy 'we-had yet.seen ; even.superior t0
the Sandwich Islanders. -‘The:wood was
blagk,; ard, and heavy ; somewdiat re-
semnbling. the lignum-vitz. The carving
sust-have required an unusual degyes:of
leboxir ; and-ié thd value should" be rated
adcording to. the time of . the workman-
aippiwe <diad them very cheap
ROt S sy ! with what tools* the « cmmg
-¢6lld-have been so neatly executed 5.if
§bde with a shell, the time and labour
phust-Have been immensev». Bat there &
VOL. I1L 1
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not amongst savages a more admirable

talent than that of perseverance. Come-.

pared with an European, they will do

very little at one time ; but to a favou-

- aite object they will return a thousand
times, nor ever desist till they have ac-
xomplished their end.

The cloth of the Friendly Islands
much resembles that of the Sandwich
Islands both in colour and quality. It

_is much inferjer to that of the Otahei-
tans. Indc.ed of the cloth of these seas,
the best s of the Otaheitan manufac-
ture. «

The - -day now drawing to a close,
those on board wereserdered to return
into their canoes. They.flung them-
selves into’the water apparent]y in great,
terror, and paddled in haste to-the shore.,,

From the short visit we paid this peo-
ple, it is impossible to say any thing with
regard to their habits or manners; their
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Ianguage was moreover nearly unintel-
ligible to the Southern Islanders. The
uncommon ferocity of their looks can-
not but cause an involuntary start in all
who may happen to see them for the
first time. This perhaps appeared more
striking to us, as we had but then left
the Otaheitans, whose looks invite to
confidence.

Thgy pressed us much to go on
shore ; but as our nccessities did not re-
quire it, and their features did not second
their invitation, we thought proper to
decline it. The apparent welcome of
these people is never to be trusted ; dis-
simulation is one of their instruments of
treachery ; but caution is perhaps need-
less, as their features, of themselves, are
a sufficient index of their minds. '

This island, generally speaking, is of
an easy ascent; from the shore. it
ascends gradually and gently to the

12
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Highest -ground; which does not how-
#éer exceed @ moderate height. R may
B ¥een ten leagues st sea. The method
of ‘tattooing usual in all these sexs; wis
likéwise here practised. v o n!
#Twd of the men who were here trad-
ifg, affected to pass umongst us as chief,
Bt as they exercised no authority over
~the others who were trading by the
- glderof the vessel, we did not- givamol
eted‘ t to their pretensions. cbaiha
-1-had no doubtindeed, that the whole
Was a trick, in order to prolong-our
‘Stay. "They will find themselves. grossly
‘mistdken, who, visiting these seas from
‘oftinaercidl or other motives;. det’ wnh
‘theésé’ §avages as if ‘their charaetéristic

‘ -‘Wag#n honest simplicity. They ireal-
- bgether the contrary ; and as expertdn

“$windling; as if they had lived.in:a d-
‘vilized country. I assert.again;-that
throughaut all the islands of the-Pacific
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Ocean, - the. same. -general; chagagteristic
provails; an absolute indifference to.gll
right or wrongin their intercourse with
strangers.

In conversation with the gcntlcman s
with whom I went passenger to Norfolk
Island, upon the subject of theinhabi-
tants of these islands, he chanced to
mention the shipwreck of the Argo
from China, with a cargo to Norfolk
Island and Port Jackson. As I was ac-
quainted both with the captain and the
vessel, I felt some interest to learn some-
thing more of this disaster, and how
and where he had met with them. I
had before suspected that some accident
had happened, as she ought to have ar- -
pived at least a twelvemonth before. He
informed me that the only surviving -
man of the whole crew was then on
board the same ship with ourselves ; and

¢ This geotleman is now in London.
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that he had at first taken him on board
very unwillingly, suspecting that he was
an impostor or fugitive seaman. But the
poor fellow at length convinced him of
the truth of his story; the particulars
of which were as follows. They had
-sailed with .a cargo :from .China, had
met with adverse bufleting winds,
which ‘had thrown them very far from
their course. I think it is no improba-
‘ble conjecture to suppose, that as the
captain had so long been at sea, it was
his intention to ‘touch at some of these
islands. .The ignorance of the sailor'is
no .objection ‘to this-supposition, -as
commanders do not always inform their
men. of -their intention. The sailor pro-
ceeding ‘in his narrative, added, that
the ship one night struck upon 2 reef of
rocks.to the north-west of: these islands,
and shortly became a.total wreck:
After the aecident the natives .plun.
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dered and destroyed every thing they
could seize, and their plunder continued
- aslong as any spoil remained for its ob-
ject.. The captain and crew landed at
Tongataboo ; one of those wars was at
- this time raging in the island, which,
from the ferocity with which it was
conducted, must sooner or later exter-
minate the people. If this man’s story
18 to be credited, the captain and the
greater part of the crew fell the victims
of this contest. His however did not
happen immediately on their landing ;:
the captain continued some timeamongst
them, and previously to his death was
wandering over the island naked.and
. desolate as a native. His late loss and
_ present situation had almost deprived
him of his.senses, and rendered him, ac-
cording te the poor fellow’s descriptian,
a truly pitiable object. He said that the
death of the captain, amtl the greater
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part of the crew, was caused by their.
being discovered in an attempt to escape.
from the island, but that some of them
had been surprised and overpowered: by
the adverse party. The fellow himself
had effected his escape in a canoe from.

- which he had been taken by the captain.’
-of our vessel.* -

It is said that some of the missionaries,
in their efforts to improve the condition
of this people, had lost their lives. The:
remainder were providentially preserved
by the arrival - of a Spanish prize, on.
board of which was one of their breth.,

A1 repeat that happiness and-independence no
where exist. In all of the islands we visited ia’
those scas, there was not one of any magnitude in-
whlch there wasnot a greater or less number of petty
chxefs,' orin other words tyrants, whose ambition
is productive of an eternal warfare. So much for
the emformity of liberty with the state of nature ;
so- wych fostheirWo-existenco '
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ren of the name of Harris, who, in des«
pair of effecting-any useful purpose, had:
-left the Marquesas. He had joined this.
prize as a kind of navigating pilot at
Otaheite, on her way to Port Jackson,
and in consequence of his interest had:
procured the admission of the other
missionaries on board, and thus, in all
probability, saved théir lives. This in-
formation Mr. Harris communicated to:
me at Norfolk Island.

These islanders were suspected of a
design of cutting off the Duff whilst in
the act of settling the missionaries.

The Otaheitans to a man are passion-
ately attached to their own country, and
believe it not to be exceeded by any
country in the world: If they have not
iren, they say, they have cocoa-nuts, and
if their cloths and tools are exceeded by -
the European articles of the same kind;

what can exceed their-bread-fruit? They.
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are fully persuaded that we have no
other purpose in visiting their island,
but that we are half-starved at home,
and that we come there to fatten, or, as
they say, to get handsome ; in a word,
Otaheite is the finest island in the world,
and Pomarrie the greatest man. Long
may this happy prejudice continue!
where happiness is the fruit, of what
import is it whether the root is-error -
With these opinions it will beno sub-
ject of surprise, that they are but little
imclined to leave their island. They are
not, however, without some curiosity as
to the habits and customsof other islands;
and they listen with eagerness to the
marvellous reports of such of their coun-
trymen, as have visited the Sandwich or
other islands in those seas, We have
before mentioned that they-do not take
equal interest in any of our accounts of
the wonders of our country ; consider-
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ing Great Britain as a kind of another
world, and one with which they have
no concern or connection of interest,
they give little or no attention to what
we say upon the subject.

Some of their boys, however, must
be .excepted from this remark ; during
their residence amongst us as servants,
they had ‘heard such wonders of Eng-
land, and in consequence had formed so
attracting an idea of it, that on our re-
embarkation we found no less than
three of them on board. They made
strong interest with the captain to give
them a passage to Britain.

- Upon touching at Norfolk Island in
our way to Port Jackson, these boys
were very eager for permission to go-on
shore ; they all entreated that they might
be allowed to see the Englishmen’s
fenowa or land. This permission was
granted-to one of themost intelligent of
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them, in the expectation of deriving
some amusement from his curious re-
marks. This expectation was not dis-
appointed ; nothing in fact escaped his
observation ; the military guard being
under arms at the time of his landing,
he was transported with a kind of ex-
tacy of astonishment and admiration.
Twice or thrice he exclaimed in his
country language, Arahie my tye the
tata poo pooey ; Noble man, the man of
the musket. He doubtless supposed
from the appearance of the soldiers that
they were superior to the rest of man-
Kind.

Every one flocking around him, in-
vited by his Otaheitan dress, he was in
vited into almost every house, every one
offering him victuals, and pressing him
to eat. This evidently gave him a bet-
ter opinion of the Englishman’s country
in point of provisions, than either he or
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‘his countrymen had ever before enter-
tained.

Another subject of his lively astonish.

ment was the great number of children ;
he said there was six times the number
‘which the women had in Otaheite. He
now began to exclaim that truly the
Englishman’s was a fine country, but
thought it a pity that there were no
bread-trees or cocoa nuts ; he could not
conceive how it was possible to live with
but this to him necessary of life.
;.. Here he found one of his countrymen
of the mame of Oreo, who had lately ar-
rived from England in the ship Albion,
smartly dressed in the style of an English
sailor;: This man eagerly entered into
conversation :with him respecting the
state of affairs in Otaheite, enquiring
about the progress:of - the war, and 1ts
probable event. *

5 It 'was' easy to: secthat from theknow-
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Jedge which this man had acquired fromr
travelling, he conceived - himself far su-
- perior to any of his countrymen. He
~ shewed him the riches he had acquired
by such an adventurous enterprize ; this
wealth consisted of a musket, two pis-
tols, a few axes and scissars, with some
European clothing. The sight of this
immense wealth had an evident effect
upon the young Otaheitan; he now
treated his countryman with more dis-
tant respect, apparently acknowledging
him as now a far superior man to him-
self. Heappeared moreover pleased that
he himself was in so fair a way of be-
coming soon equally rich. The traveller
told him many strange and marvellous
stories of the beauty and riches of Bri-
tain, and the Otaheitan listened with
equal rapture and credulity. The Ota-
heitan and SandwichIsland travellers ge-
nerally enlarge in some degree in their
reports of what they have seen.
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Before heleft the shore, his mirth was
much excited by the sight of some old
women smoking. He mimicked them
with great humour ; his grimaces were
truly ludicrous and expressive.

It is with pleasure I here mention,
that we here found that solitary indivi-
dual of whom we have formerly spoken;
whose folly and timidity had inflicted
on him a punishment, of which we have
few instances. Ile was now comfortably
settled as a domestic servant with the
beach-master, perfectly happy in himself,
and giving the most perfect satisfaction
to his employer.

Here Imust intreat the reader’s pardon
for one moment, whilst I rectify a mis-
take in the printing of the first part of
the Work. Instead of saying he was
wholly unintelligible, the:words ought
to have been, in some instances unintel-
ligible. 'We found the governor still
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persevering in his plans of improvement.
Several public buildings had been added
to those we left at the time of sailing;
and the water, which lay at a consider-
ble distance from the camp, was now
conveyed into the middle of the town
by means of wooden pipes. This was
a circumstance of the utmost public
utility, in enabling the cultivator and
" other branches of the community to
follow their several avocations without
interruption. Having spent the day
very comfortably amongst my old ac-
quaintances, who received me with the
most cordial welcome, I embarked in
the evening, and stood on our course to
Port Jackson.

The islanders had been blessed with
an abundant harvest. Both the military
and convicts were on full allowance.
Added to this, the governor through
his industry, and the encouragement
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given the settlers in rearing stock, had
at this time salted down upwards of
twenty tons of pork; and was only
waiting an opportunity of sending it
on to Port Jackson.

. VOL,. 1II. K
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CHAP. XL.

Admiration of the Otabeitan Boys on their
: Arrival at Pert Jackson.

Ox making the land about Port Jack-
son, the Otaheitans were again in rap-
tures, probably thinking this was Eng-
land ; but seeing the barrenness of the
country as they entered the harbour,
and the scragginess of the trees, their
spirits evidently sunk. Here again they
looked at the trees for food, and seeing
none, exclaimed in their country lan.
guage, Very bad land, .very bad country.

On coming to an anchor in Sydney
Cove, there was a coach and four hor-
ses standing almost opposite the ship.
This astonished them beyond measure.
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Every one enquired of the other their
opinion of this wonderful phnomenon.
They concluded that it must be a travel-
ling house; but they could find no
names for the horses, having in their
country no larger animals than hogs.
Some of these indeed were uncommonly
large. The Otaheitans therefore called
them by the name of mighty hogs. A
short time after this, the coach setting
off at a good round trot, they exclaim-
ed in extacy to each other, Oh! Low
they fly. It was impossible to recall their
attention to any part of the ship’s duty
at this time. On the following morn-
ing, seeing the New South Walcs corps
under arms, they were in the most extra-
vagant raptures imaginable; but when
the band began to play, they began to
leap about, their very eyes dancing in
their head with the vivacity of their
sympathy. So enchanted were they
K 2



\7]

132 VOYAGES IN THE

with this sight, that had the governor
made his appearance, I am ‘persuaded
they would have regarded him only as a
secondary character.

Shortly afterwards, some of the na-
tivesof Port Jackson paddled alongside in
a canoe with some fish. The Otaheitans
were happy to see this, as it was asign
that the manner of living was in some re-
spects according to the custom of their
‘own country. They asked for some of
the fish; never dreaming of a refusal, as it
was the invariable custom at Otaheite to
share every article of food amongst each
other. They were mute with astonish-
ment, when they learned by a refusal
that every country did not in this re-
spect resemble Otaheite. After some
pause, however, the natives gave them

"a few of the fish; they gladly accepted
them, and made a repast of them after
their own manner.
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There are few islands of the magni-
tude of Otaheite, $o utterly destitute of
quadrupeds. With the exceptionof hogs,
they have fewor none. Their hogs are
indeed of an extraordinary magaitude :
some of them exceed five hundred-
weight. Whenever any thing therefore
exceeds the common standard, thzy
compare it to one of their large hogs.

IHowever there has been lately intro-
duced into their country a phanomenon
from Owyhec, which impresses them
with admiration and astonishment, and
not unfrequently with terror and dis-
may. This is neither more nor less than
a calf of the Spanish breed, about eight
months old when landed, brought thi-
ther by the Nautilus..It was intended to
be conveyed to Port Jackson ; but from
the hardships and fatigues it underwent
on shipboard, was landed at Otaheite,
half-dead, and, litcrally speaking, mere
skin and bone.



134 VOYAGES IN THE-

In this situation one of the mission-
aries purchased it of the captain ; who
sold it the more willingly, as he de-
spaired of ever carrying it alive to Port
Jackson.

This animal, from the instant it was
landed, having the plains to range about
at large, recruited its flesh astonish-
ingly, and is now grown to a full size ;
being as fat, sleck, and wanton, as
possible. From its former simple and
inoffensive state, it is now become an
object of dread and apprehension to the
natives. When she begins frisking and
capering from mere wantonness, the
natives think that- there is mischief
breeding ; or as they-call it, she is begin-
ing to be angry. She Ras taught them to
dread her “indignation much; as they
know in thesefits there is no respect of
persons. They often occasion her wild-
ness by- their gestures and hallooing,
causing hgr sometimes to exert herself
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in earnest, by starting like a deer,
snorting and tossing her head, throw-
ing up her heels, and clearing away
every thing before her.  On these occa-
sions the whole place is left to her solely;
the natives flying from her it all direc-
tions, taking shelter behind the bread-
fruit and cocoa-nut trees, and jumping
into old canoes or houses. Itis very
singular, that although she is apt to play
these tricks with the natives, this ani-
mal is docile and harmless with the
Europeans, suffering herself to be han-
dled and patted with the utmost gen-
tleness.

One morning she came and laid her
head over the railiag of our yard, as if
expecting something of this kind. See-
ing this, I went towards her and rubbed
her forehead,which she suffered without
offering to stir. This seemed rather sur-
prisingtothenatives, many of whomwere
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looking on, being perfectly secure by
our fence. At this time some flies dis-
turbing her, she began to whisk her tail
and move her head; which they observ-
ing, earnestly advised me to desist in
time, as she was angry, or beginning
to be so.

Previous to this, I had often been
asked by the natives whether I had ever
seen this tremendous animal ; but from
their imperfect manner of describing it,
was always at a loss to know what they
meant. Their answer to my enquiries
was, that it was Booa a tora no popobee,
an amuzing large hog from Owybee : as
we had just come from thence, they no
doubt wished to know if there were
plenty, and if we had seen any ; and on
my still declaring my ignorance of their
meaning, seemed very much surprised
at-my dullness of comprehension, after
the great pains theyhad taken to explain
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the business. They no doubt alluded
to those formerly left there by captain
Cook, which they had been informed
came from our country, and of which
they have now but a very faint recollec-
tion, most of the then existing race of
men being by this time extince. As the
last and most convincing way,however,,
they placed two sticks in front of their
heads in imitation of the animal’s
horns, setting up a noise at the same
time, saying, Witte de ye? Now do you
understand? On my arrival at Port
Jackson, I had the satisfaction of hear-
ing that a bull had been sent to Ota-
heite, which will certainly be a most
valuable acquisition to the mission.
This stranger most assuredly will have
plenty of room assigned him on his
arrival.
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CHAP. XLL

Second Residence at Port Fackson—Im-
provements in that Colony during our Ab-
sence—Arrival of Ships from Europe.

O our arrival here a second time, af-
ter an absence of two years, we found
that we were not the only shipwrecked
mariners in this part of the world, but
that others had also shared this melan-
choly fate. Immediately on anchoring,
we received the unpleasant intelligence
of the shipwreck of his majesty’s ship
Porpofse, and the extra ship Cato. This
. ynfortunate accident happened on an
nnknown reef, about eight hundred
- miles %6 the northward, and had caused
-a'ge.xicral gloom throughout the colony.
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Another ship in company very narrowly
escaped the same fate. Captain Flinders
of the Porpoise had reached Port Jack-
son in an open boat with this informa-
tion; in consequence of which, an extra
ship on her way to China had becn or-
dered to touch there by government, for
the purpose of removing the unfortu-
nate sufferers. Captain Flinders, how-
ever, had resolved on prosecuting his
voyage homewards in a small colonial
vessel built in the country, of about
thirty tons burthen. This could not
but prove a very difficult undertaking.
No ships from the mother country, or
any other nation, were at this time
in the port; there was consequently
no news, as the dullness or animation
of this place must depend entirely on
the arrival of shipping. We had the
satisfaction, however, of finding that the
scarcity which had so long prevailed in.
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this colony, had now given way to the
plentiful supplies procured by the evacu-
ation of the Cape of Good Hope, and
the recent arrival of some transports.
And here let me observe that it would
perhaps be prudent in the government,
availing themselves of a plentiful year,
to store in the public granaries a twelve-
montl.”; stock, and thus precluc'e all dan-
ger of famine from the not unfrequent
failure of the crops, and other casualties.

As the vessel in which we had come
passengers from Otaheite was in a2 man-
ner only beginning her voyage, it was
necessary that we should a second time
become residents in this colony. Our
first inquiry thercfore was after lodg-
ings, as it was probable that our stay
would not be of shert duration. We
could not'indeed expect to get off till the
arrival of the Calcutta, which was now
daily expected ; but we knew too much
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of maritime affairs to trust to any thing
yot in the hands of chance. After a
lapse of a few days, we suited ourselves
as well as people in our circumstances
could expect.

One of the first objects of improve-
ment that presented itself was a stone
bridge at this time building across the
river. This was a grand check upon
many of the female prisoners ; for here
those of the most depraved morals were
consigned to carry large baskets of earth
for .the purpose of filling up the bridge,
a task which kept them in great awe.
Observing them in this degraded situa-
tion, I could not help reflecting on the
depravity of human nature, and the
enormity of their crimes, which had
thus subjected them to such exemplary
punishment. What effect must this
have on the minds of the natives? Ne.
wer was the task of a negro in the
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West Indies tnore irksome to them,
than was this job to this part of the
community. This mark of public in-
famy was not a slight temporary punish-
ment, continuing only for a few months.
This being completed, their labour
would not yet end ; they would be shift-
ed to another part of the country, there
to commence something of the same
nature. They have sundry other modes
of punishing this incorrigible part of the
community; such as shaving their heads,
and placing an iron collar round their
necks, and drumming them round the
camp. May this serve as a warning to
the more dissolute to avoid such infa-
my ! If these are severe examples, it is
not more than they deserve ; for many of
the irregularities and depredations com.-
mitted in the colony are occasioned by
this description of characters.

During our absence from the colony,
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a new settlement had been formed on
VanDiemen’s land in the southern extre-
mity of New Holland. The vessel in
which we came from Otaheite was em-
ployed by government to carry thither
stores and provisions for the new set-
tlers, together with a certain number of
breeding stock, and a small military par-
ty under the command of a lieutenant.

On the second day after this vessel’s
departure, the colours were hoisted at
the south head, the entrance of the har-
bour, as a signal for a vessel in sight.
This proved to be a small schooner built
from a part of the wreck of the Por-
poise, commanded by an officer formerly
of the Investigator. From him we had
the agreeable intelligence of the safe ar-
rival of the Cumberland, captain Flin-
ders, and the Rolla, the ship destined to
remove the crew and stores of the Por-
poise. Captain Flinders having made
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the necessary arrangements, and having
selected what men he deemed necessary
for navigating his little vessel, proceeded
on his voyage for England; whilst the
Rolla on the same day left the reef,
bending her course towards China.
During my residence in the colony in
1801, the Hawkesbury, which may"be
termed the granary of New South Wales,
was inundated. This circumstance
reduced the colony to great distress,
and proved the ruin of many of the set-
tlers, whose whole dependance was on
their grain. Hence once cause of the
many litigations that then existed. Many
of them at this time suffered severely
by a blight passing over the country.
Through such casualties as these the co-
lony is often put to great straits, and
these inconveniences are much increased
from their remoteness to the mother
gountry and every other settlement,
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After a short interval the colours were
again hoisted as a signal for another ship
in sight. The colonists on these -occa-
sions are always in high spirits, the arri-
val of every ship being a matter of pub.
lic and general consequence. They were
at this time more than ordinarily exhi-
larated, in the expectation that it was a
vessel from England. They had been
long without hearing any intelligence
from the parent country, and Botany
Bay is not so remote as to take no in-
terest in the public affairs of Great Bri-
tain and Europe.

I had before observed that it was by
an American ship, touching at Norfolk
Island for refreshment, that the colonies
had learnt the first accounts of the pre-
liminaries of peace. We now learned
by a ship of the same nation, that hosti-
lities had again commenced. A brig be-
longing to the Mauritius escaped only in

YOL. I1L L
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timé : theéte were séveral colonists as pas-
sengers 'on board, who of course on their
arrival would be made prisoners.
. In our present situation, and from the
great sameness of objects in an infant
country, the time hung very heavy on
our hands; every day we were anxiously
looking out for the arrival of the Cal-
cutta.

It has been mentioned in the former
_part_of our narrative, that a high spirit
of party existed between the governor
and the military. During my absence
from the settlement, and the interval of
my residence at Otaheite, this party
spirit had been carried to a very great
extent : carricatures and anonymous
writings, reflecting on the conduct
and person of the governor, had been
dropt in several parts of the town and
country. No inquiries, however assi-
duous, could detect the authors of these
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indecorous libels, and though there
were evidently many concerned, the
secret was faithfully kept. :

- At length the Ocean transport arrived
very unexpectedly, bringing the intelli-
gence of her having been chartered by
the. government at home, to - carry
stores and provisions for a new settle-
ment, intended to be formed at Port
Philip, in Bass’s Straits. The govern-
ment here seemed to: be entirely igno-
rant of this circumstance; it was doubt«
less suggested by some gentleman at
bome. - Having completed:-her- charter
with government, the- Ocean was pro-.
eceding: on her way to China; but acci-
dentally. fell in with an open boat in dis-
tress; -dispatched: by the gentleman ap.
pointed governer of the new settlement:
This boat had dispatches giving an ac-
count-of theunfitness of Port Philip for
the. intended - settlement. Humanity in-.
. La -
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duced thecaptainof the transport togrant
the crew an asylum in his ship, and solely
on that account had he visited this port.
By the same channel we had the happi-
ness to learn that the long-expected
Calcutta, instead of bringing prisoners
- to Port Jackson,as was expected, had
_Janded them at Port Philip, and was
“%here waiting till something final should
‘bc ‘determined upon.
~. After having landed all the provisions,
stores, &c. and an accurate examination
of the adjacent country taken, which
occupied much time, the situation was
found wholly ineligible.
- This ship was now chartered aguin
'by the governor of Port Jackson, td%e-
move the stores and prisoners to the
new settlement on Van Diemen’s Land.
Some small colonial vessels assisted.in
this purpose. Shortly afterwards, to
our inexpressible satisfaction, azrived
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the long-expected Calcutta, for the pur-
pose of discharging her cargo for this
settlement, and taking on‘board alad-
ing of country wood for naval purposes.
The arrival of the Calcutta, and that-of
two other ships from India- wa,dyat the
same time, exhilarated the sp2
colonists much, for “till this: %Q,:thcy
had been remarkably dull for several
months. The colonists had added great-
ly to the number of their small craft,
since my departure from the colony.
At this time government had on the
stocks, and nearly finished, a cutter of
about 6o tons ; there was moreover an-
other of less dimensions belonging to an
individual, in nearly the same state of
forwardness. Government was at this
time establishing settlements in various
parts of the country. A party under
the command of licutenant' Menzies of
-the royal marines was about to settle
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at Hunter’s river, a stationgt-a:small
distance to the eastward of Port, Jacke
son. Coals of a very good quality had
here been found in strata of differemt
depths : these coals resemble what in
England is called cannel coal. The vi-
cinity of its situation to the sca renders
it very convenient for carriage to dif-
ferent parts of the colony ; and a few tons
of it sent to the Cape of Good Hope, sold
there at 30 rix dollars per ton.

No metals have as yet been discovered
but iron, which is contained in more or
Tess quantities in the stone. The bigh
price of labour will not admit at present
any advantage to be derived from that
metal. A fragment of the iron-stane
indiscriminately picked up at Sydney,
when smelted, yielded 20 per cent. but
it is supposed in many places it would
yield considerably more.

‘Salt has been found in a fossil state,
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but in very small quantities, and: scarce
deserves notice. The country abounds
in plants, many of which are -entirely
unknown to the botanist ; but the co-
lonists have not as yet found any spe-
cies of vegetables which they could ap-.
ply to culinary purposes. Nor have
the colonists found that the natives were
acquainted with any thing of this kind,
excepting the fern-root.

The most common indigenous ani-
mals of this country are, the dog, which
is here of a wolf-nature, and much eaten
by the natives. The kangaroo is like-
wise considered by them as a great de-
licacy, and in times of scarcity was much
soughtafter by the European inhabitants.
They employed it as a substitute for
beef : it does not eat unlike it, and usu-
ally weighs from 25 to 140 lb.

Amongst the four footed animals
might be reckoned the flying squirrel,
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and the guana, all of which serve as
food for the natives. The birds are the
parrot, cockatoo, pigeon, and quail; and
in the mountains may be found eagles,
and a bird of the species of the bird of
Paradise. These birds however are rarey
and seldom fall into the hands of the na
tives, unless when taken by surprise, as
their arrows are ill-suited for the de-
struction of the feathered tribe.

- Amongst the reptiles are the different
species of the snake : some of them are
highly poisonous. The lakes abound in
swans of a black colour, wild duck, teal,
and pelican. The coast and rivers are
very abundant in fish ; from whence the
natives derive their principal support,
and the European settlers much benefit.
They are chiefly of the kind peculiar to
tropical climates, such as the mullet, &c.
but some are peculiar to this country.
"To some of the latter, from some fancied
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resemblance, the colonists have given lu-
dicrous names : such as the light horse-
man, from the head of that fish having
some resemblance to a horseman’s cap ;
and to another the name of the leather
jacket, from the skin of that fish bear-
ing the appearance of leather.

- Bass’s Straits, since their discovery,
give employment to a number of hands,
who are employed by different individu-
als at Port Jackson, and carried thither
in'small colonial vessels. They are sta=
tioned in different places, in gangs of ten
ot twelve, more or less, to collect the
oil of the sea-elephant, and seal-skins,
with which the straits abounded on their
first discovery.

-Fhese men are under articles with
their employers, and in general go on
shares, which is a strong preventative
against their idling away their time to
the loss of their employer.
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Their employers again are under a
bond with government, to abide by the
regulations pointed out for the sake of
order, and preventing them from mak-
inginroads upon each other. ~

As the elephants and seals grow scarce
in one part, they are removed to a fresh
sealing ground by the small craft, which .
attend them for this purpose, and that
of bringing the proceeds to Port Jack-
son. The Americans, getting scent of
this, soon obtruded themselves; and
from this circumstance, and from the
encreasing number of adventurers on
the same speculation, this business is lat-
terly on the decline.

The colonists consider this intrusion
of the Americans as a very great griev-
ance.

The elephant oil, next to the sperma-
cetl, is said to be the most valuable of
any. A mercantile gentleman resident
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in the colony (deserving of every en-
couragement for the accommodation he
in general affords the settlers)* was col-
lecting a cargo of it for this market.
When we left the colony he had collect-
ed as much as one hundred and eighty
tons. The seal-skins in general are dis-
posed of to American and other ships
going to China. Some few are tanned
and worked up for various purposes in
the country.

# M. Campbell.
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CHAP. XLIL

Present State of the Country—Grants o
Individuals.—Prices of Labour.

‘W shall here introduce some other ob.
servations respecting this colony. The
country having been originally covered
with wood, the stumps of the trees still
remaining prevent agriculture from be-
ing carried on by the help of cattle. It
is by manual labour only, and chiefly by
the hoe that the ground is cultivated,
which enhances much the value of the
produce. The country therefore is found
cultivated only in patches, where some
peculiar advantageous circumstance, as
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good land, a navigable creek or river,
&c. has induced a family to settle. They
hold their lands as a perpetual grant un-
der the hand of the governor and seal
of the colony ; and the only clause is a
quit rent of 2s. 6d. per annum for every
100 acres, and a reservation of such
timber for the crown as may be allowed
fit for naval purposes. The quantity of
land hitherto granted by the crown to
settlers is 25 acres to a convict whose
time is expired, and who has been allow-
ed to settle; 30 to a private soldier;
so to a non-commissioned officer ; 100
to a commissioned ditto ; and 180 to a
free man from England. But of late
the regulation in some instances has been
broke through, and government has
been mere liberal in their grants. The
appearance of the farms bespeaks the in-
dustry of the owner, and every farmer
keeps as many men as the produce of
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his land will admit of. The seed time
for wheat is from the beginning of
April to the middle of May, and it is
reaped in December. Indian corn is
planted in the months of October and
November, and pulled in April and May:
The produce, of course, is different ac-
cording to the various. natures of the
land, from 12 to 40 bushels per acre.
At Hawkesbury tlie land when first cul-
tivated is. said to have produced 6o
bushels. per acre, but on calculation I1did
not make the average of the colony in
erdinary years more than 15. bushels
per acre. The quantity of seed wheat °
required is from 1} to 24 bushels per
acre, and that of Indian corn two.quarts
per acre. Potatoes may be planted and
dug throughout the whole year. The
grape answers well, but is little cultivata
¢d in the country. '

-Great complaints being made by the
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- settlers that the price of grdin andstéck
was no ways equal t the high demand
of wages for people employed ; to pre-
vent impositions of this nature, previ-
ous to our quitting the colony, orders
were issued regulating the different pri-
ces of labour, and what was deemed a
week’'s work. The gangs in the differ-
ent departments were to be at work by
half-past five in the morning, to break-
fast at eight, and return ‘to labour by
nine ; from that time to labour till half-
past three : for the remainder of the day
they were at liberty, every man to follow
his own avocation, so far as relates to
government. Settlers and others wishing
to be accommodated with convicts as
yearlyservants, have to enter into a bond
with government, obliging themselves to
maintain and clothe them ; and to allow
them a ration of provisions and clothes
equal to that issued from his majesty’s
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stores. In order that the party taking
such prisoner into his service might be
apprised of what labour he is to exact
from the prisoner thus taken, as also
the rates of payment established for the
labour of freemen, the following are
the regulations on that head :

per acre. wk's work.

‘Felling forest timber, - -
Burning of d0. - - - -
Breaking up new ground -
Do. stubble or corn ground,
Chipping in wheat, - - -
Reapingdo. - - - - -
Threshing do. per bushel, -
Planting Indian corn, per
Are, = = - = = = =
Hilling do. perdo. - » -
Pulling and husking do. per
bushel, - - - - - -
" Yearly wages with board,
‘Wages per week with provi-
sions, - -~ - - < =
Day’s wages with board, -
Do. withoutdo, ~ = - =

L. 8.
010
1 5

R RTIES

1
0
0o
0o
(]

0o
0

(-]

0
10

© o

[
0
0

N

D.

A. R.
1

0 65
o 65

0 180
14 0

1 80
18 bushels

14 0
1# 0

25 bushels
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The day’s work throughout the year,
is fixed at ten hours, and six on Satur-
day. If a master employs any prisoner
in his own time, his payment is not to
be more than at the rate of one shilling
per diem. Clothing for the convicts is
issued twice annually, viz. in Decem-
ber and June. In December, each man
is furnished with one frock, one shirt,
enc pair trowsers, one pair breeches,
one pair shoes: in June, with two jackets,
two shirts, one pair breeches or trow-
sers, one hat, and two pair shoes. Masters
not having an opportunity of clothing
such prisoners, on application are sup-
plied with the above articles at the go-
vernment price. By his agreement with
government, the employer is to find
sufficient lodging for such servant on
his farm or habitation; nor is the pri-
soner to absent himself on any account,
without leave from his employer.

VOL. Iil M
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If his master, or his overseer, has just
cause of complaint against such servant,
they are to report it to the sitting ma~
gistrate, and on conviction the delin-
quent receives a punishment proportion-
ate to the offence.. But though this
may appear an easy rate of labour, free-
men wanting employment will always
find employers at double, nay treble
this rate; for notwithstanding the abowe
restrictions, they by one means or an-
other comtrive to evade them. Indeed
in a country where so many prisoners
are wanting to carry on the public work,
it is but few that can be spared to indi-
viduals. -

During my residence in the colony at
this time, the governor with a party
made an excursion to the cow pastures.
This, as the public have long since been
informed, is a part of the country into
which a few cattle belonging to govern-
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ment had strayed shortly after the set-
tlement of the colony, and remained
there for several years without the least
traces whereby they might be discover-
ed, enjoying a rich and luxuriant herb-
age. At length chance threw some one
that way, when it was found that they
had encreased very considerably. Go-
vernment, finding that they were multi-
plying in this manner, gave positive
orders that no person whatever should
molest them ; so that by this time they
had now muttiplied to many hundreds.
Whether they were led to this spot by
instinct or accident, I will not take up-
on me to determine; but from report,
this part of the country is excellently
calculated for tillage, and has also the
advantage of being well supplied with
water. It is also said to abound in ani-
mals indigenous to the country, such as
M 2
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the kangaroo, cassawarree, &c. The
extremes of the thermometer in the
month of December, answering to our
May, from 64 as high as 110 degrees.
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CHAP. XLIL
Latest State of the Colony.

ONE of the most laudable institu-
tions in the colony, is a public semi-
nary for the reception of orphan chil-
dren, or those of the more desperate and
depraved of the convicts. We have be-
fore mentioned, that a considerable part
of the expence of this institution is de-
frayed by a tax upon wine and spirits,
and subscriptions of the gentlemen and
other respectable inhabitants of the co-
lony. This institution is under the di-
rection of the clergyman and several
respectable inhabitants, who act as trus-
tees and managers of its funds ; and it
" must be observed, that their method
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of conducting it is such as reflects the
highest credit on themselves. The girls
are taught needle-work, reading, and
writing; and thronghout thewholeare as
strictly attended to as many of the like
institutions in ‘this country; they are
sixty in number ; there are besides this,
two’ others for the boys, who receive’
also some assistance from government.
The governor, for the countenance and
encouragement to the above institutions,
is intitled to the highest credit. It
would be unpardonable here to omit the
mention of the encouragement and pa-
tronage which this institution of bene-
volence receives from the ladies of the
colony. It must be said indeed, to the
credit of their sex, that they always
stand foremost in every work of charity;
- and that such institutions have only to
be commenced, to receive their zealous
support.



PACIFIC OCEAN: 167

One great difficulty in the government
of this settlement is, to prevent the es-
cape of the conwicts.  Scarcely a ship
leaves the port without some attempt of
this nature. The failure of one attempt
is only the commencement of another.

Some time after the formation of the
colony, a party of prisoners having ef-
fected their escape in an.open boat, and
reached Timor, the example produced
such an effect, that every one began to
indulge the same hopes. The most igno-
rant amongst them flattered themselyes
that they had only to commit themselves
to the winds and waves ; and that they
could not fail to fall in with the conti-
nent. In these attempts, after incredible
hardships, and the death of the greater
part of them, the remainder have usu-
ally surrendered themselves, and again
thrown themselves on the mercy of the
governor. ‘ '
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Their ignorance is indeed incredible
many of them are persuaded that if they
follow their path through the woods,
they may reach China on foot. How-
ever,they have been so often undeccived,
and suffered so much in these rash at-
tempts, that they have at length acqmr-
ed more discretion.

Many of the restless and seditious
who have been sent to this settlement,
have not derived any encrease of wis-
dom or prudence from their punish.
ment ; they are still as restless as ever,

~and the peace of the colony is thus of-
ten interrupted.
- ~The catholic priests, and a tribe of
miscreants who live by fortune-telling,
spare no efforts to foster this spark of
rebellion. Before I left the island, up-
wards of two hundred of these despe-
radoes had actually raised an insurrec-
tion in the colony; and proceeded to
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such an excess of outrage as to seize the
arms and ammunition of the settlers.
They were further proceeding to the at-
tack of the government store at Hawkes-
bury, when a party of the New South
Wales corps, under the command of
major Johnson, an old and experienced
officer, after some parleying, reduced
them to obedience. Several of the ring-
leaders, as may naturally be supposed,
were made public examples, but I fear
the minds of their comrades were too
much hardened to derive much advan-
tage from this salutary admonition.

To assist the military, and strengthen
the hands of government in cases of
emergency, the governor was embody-
ing a company of volunteers 8o strong.
These men receive no pay, but draw a
ration of provisions at the expence of
government. They find all their ap-
pointments except their arms, which are
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supplied them by government also. The
town of Parramatta furnishes 5o on the
same footing; those of Sydney were
training under the direction of a gentle-
man, formerly captain and adjutant in
the New South Wales corps.

The usual method of payment in this
colony is by the barter of one commo-
dity for another. Spirits, tea, sugar,
and tobacco, are in greatest demand;
and next to these the manufactures and
. productions of - the mother country.
These articles are received in exchange
to the greatest advantage of the seller.
Scarcely any specie is in circulation. The
most common money, if such it may
be called, is the notes of hand of indivi-
duals, which, however respectable as in
some instances may be the credit of the
drawers, is very inconvenient to adven-
turers, who can stay only a certain time,
and cannot expect to pass such notes be-
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yond the colony. There is, however,
a good quantity of copper coin in circu-
lation, which passes for double its value.
It is not to my present purpose to ex.
amine into the policy or inconvenience
of this currency; but however it may an-
swer a local purpose, it is by no means so
well suited to external trade. The colo-
nists experience this to their no inconsi-
derable loss when they make any whole-
sale bargain with shipping.

It was a subject of great rejoicing and
general satisfaction to every rank of co-
lonists, that previous to our quitting the
colony, the governor had made a pur-
chase of some thousands of dollars from
the master of the ship, and was about to
issue them in payment for grain taken
into the store. The happy possessors of
this specie would thus be enabled to
make advantageous bargains with the
Americans, or other ships proceeding to
China.
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~ At this time the selling price of ani-
mal food was as follows :

Pork 10d. to 1s. per Ib.
~ Mutton 1s. 3d. to 1s. 6d.
Kangaroo 8d. to gd.
‘Wheat 8s. per bushel.
Indian corn 4s. do.
Potatoes 8s. to 10s. do.
Onions 4d. per pound.
Poultry 2s. to 3s.
Geese 6s. to 7s.
Pumkins from 1s. 3d. to 1s.6d.

It is to be understood that all these are
for ready money; but here,as at Nor.
folk Island, a proportionate quantity of
spirits will go much further.

For the information of shipping en-
tering the port of Port Jackson, and our
readers in general, the following public
paper is subjoined.
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Public Orders.

The Governor being instructed to put
a stop to the unwarrantable and scan-
dalous monopolies that have existed in
this colony, which have not only been
the cause of much distress and ruin to
the settlers, but also injurious to the pub-
lic interest, and that of his majesty’s
service ;

It is directed that in future, no per-
son is to go on board wvessels arriving
here, until permission is signified -by an
Union Jack hoisted on board the vessel,
excepting such persons as the governor
may authorize for that purpose. As
soon after such arrivals as possible, the
inhabitants will be informed whether
government purchases or receives the
whole, or any part, of such private in.
vestments as may be brought for sale;
and a notice published of the rate at
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their promissory notes of hand, not only
much inconvenience has arisen, but also
that it has occasioned the numerous for-
geries that have been committed, for
which some have suffered, and others
remain under sentence of death, and
many have been transported anew ; The
governor therefore feels himself called
on to put a stop to this ruinous prac-
tice. No written promissory notes of
hand are to pass current, or be received,
after the 3oth instant: of which the ma-
gistrates and courts of justice are to take
notice, that their value be not admitted
" in evidence, or demand, after the above
date. And that the inhabitants may
not lose their claims on each other, and
for their future accommodation, blank
printed forms will be ready for delivery
at the Secretary’s office, on the 24th of
October, to those alone whom the go-
may approve of, and from the
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as it has been the custom of the dealers,
and their agents in this colony, in order
to recover the enormous charges they
have made on individuals, to procure
their notes of hand for payment, with-
out specifying how those debts have
been incurred; the governor, autho.
rized by his instructions, and the local
gsituation of the colony and its inhabi.
tants, hereby directs the members of the
civil courts of judicature, not to take
cognizance of any suit, action, or de.
mand, for the recovery of any alleged
debts, unless the plaintiff produces a bill
(and on oeath if required) specifying the
consideration and the price for which
the defendant becomes indebted to him.
This order is to be considered in full |
force and effect from this day.

And whereas from the indiscriminate
manner in which every description of
persons in the colony have circulated
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per gallon, is to be admitted in any civi
court or criminal prosecution.
By command of his excellency.
* N. MacCKELLAR, Secretary.
Given at Government House, Sydney,
October 1st, 1800.

In consequence of instructions re-
ceived by the Britannia, all' masters of
vessels arriving with goods for sale, im-
porters or consignees, are to deliver to
- .the gbvernor’s secretary, a signed copy
of the original invoice and prime cost of
- such articles, (previous to permission
being given to trade,) to the truth of
which they are to make oath if required.

By command of his excellency.
. W. N. CHAPMAN, Secretary.
Given at Government House, Sydney,
April 3d, 1801.

These wholesome regulations, how-
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ever, exist only in this public order ;
the avarice of the retailers and petty
traders renders these provisions nuga-
tory, for by one means or another they
contrive to evade them all. Instead of
.20 per cent. they charge their own
prices, which frequently exceed an 100
per cent.

The order with regard to the promis-
sory notes, would be, it was hoped, of
the most salutary effect; the superabun-
dance of these, as I have said before, not
only much impeding the external trade,
but, according to the reasons assigned
in the foregoing paper, facilitating the
practice of forgery, and thus annihilat-
ing public confidence even in the best
bills. Such proficients are many of these
people in the art of forgery, that some
of them being employed in the public
offices, and thus-having access to the
records of the colony, have dexterously

N 2
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for a gratuity changed the term of trans.
portation, indeed so dexterously, that it
was not till after this practice had been
long carried to a considerable extent that
their villainy was detected.

Many and frequent are the repeti-
tions of the salutary admonition in the
above public orders, to abstain from
spirituous liquors; their excess in this
.. respect is the bane of the colony. Spi.
rits, in moderation, are doubtless neces-
sary to men fatigued with the labour
.and hardships unavoidable in an infant
¢olony ; in Botany Bay, however, they
are not used in this manner, the inhabi-
~ tants being for the most part such as
- have received these habits from their
early life. No arguments are of -any
avail upon this point; reasoning and
exhortation are equally lost. They ob-
serve absolutely no limits. Many of
them, for the sake of a few gallons of
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spirituous liquors, have sold off all they
possessed in the world, their farm, their
stock, and every thing they either had
for the present or expected in future.
Others, to accomplish the same end,
raising money no matter by what means,
have subjected themselves, by bonds and
other legal securities, to the caprice or
rapacity of the traders. This latter de-
scription of men, generally speaking, arc
as destitute of mercy as moderation, and -
their unhappy debtors, from being com-
fortably situated, are thus reduced to
begin the world anew.

It is lamentable for me here to observe
that the women,instead of using any dis-
suasions in those instances,have morefre-
quently urged them on to this ruinous
practice, notwithstanding the degrading
punishment to which they are subjected.
Scarcely aweek passes but some infamous
transaction is traced to them as the ori-
ginal cause. '
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CHAP. XLIV.

Character of the different Descriptions of
Settlers.— Public Orders.

THE circumstances under which the
colony was settled, 'and the very pur-
pose of the settlement, has had a very
wisible effect upon the general manners, -
or what may be called the national cha-
racter, of Botany Bay. The free settlers
are not without something of the con-
tagion, and have therefore nothing of
that pride of integrity or sense of ho-
nour, which would otherwise belong to
freemen. It is needless to say that this
observation is not to be interpreted as
having no exception: there are some,
though indeed very few, who must take
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Ro part of this censure, but whose indus-
try and upright conduct would do ho-
nour to any country.

In a country like this, nothing is so
absolutely necessary, as a virtuous and
industrious peasantry. At present these
are composed of two descriptions of
people, namely, the convicts whose terms
of transportation being expired, or be-
ing released from the sentence of the
law by emancipation, have been permit-
ted to settle, and men with their families
who have come free from England.

The first description of these were the
first settlers, men of the most dissolute
characters, whose conduct during the
period of their servitude had the ap-
pearance of reformation, but was only re-
strained within the bounds of propriety
from- the fear of punishment; for no
sooner were they restored to their rights
and privileges as freemen, than their
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vicious depravity shewed itself in idle-
ness, drunkenness, and all the crimes
their certain effects.

I cannot enumerate above eight or
ten instances in the whole where the
smallest propensity to industry appeared,
and of those the celebrated Barrington,
whilst in the free exercise of his faculties,
stood highly conspicuous. Another of the
classes of free men who became settlers,
were the soldiers (marines) who first
embarked on the expedition, and as a
reward for their services were discharg-
ed from the service, and were allowed
to settle; these men, accustomed to
restless lives, could not easily accustom
themselves to domestic habits, they dis-
liked hard work, and, released from the
strictness of military discipline, they
abandoned themselves to drunkenness
and other vices already too prevalent in
the colony, and in a very few years their
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farms were sold for the consideration of
a few gallons of spirits, and themselves,
wretched and miserable, glad to enlist
again into the service.

There are another description of et
lers, who consist of people who, with
their families, have been sent from Eng-
land by the government at a very hea-
vy expence, for the express purpose of
settling in it.

From these peop.e much was expect-
ed, but in respect to them the govern.
ment and the colony has been most
grossly deceived.

From upwards of 100 families who
have been sent from England, there are
not above 8 or 10 between whom and
the convicts the smallest degree of dis-
crimination could be drawn. It may per-
haps be deemed presumption in me to of-
fer an opinion, but it is of the utmost im-
portance to be guarded against the im-
“proper characterswho offer themselves 3s

-
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<andidates to settle in New South Wales,
and do by one means or other get recom-
fmended. It is a matter of the greatest
consequence both to government and
the colony.

Amongst the numbers hitherto sent
out as free settlers, have been characters
of a very suspicious nature, who have
narrowly escaped being sent out contrary
to their inclinations ; some of them low
mechanics who had failed in business
with large families ; and who, had they
remained in the country, would have
become burdensome to their parishes.
Others, men of dissolute idle habits,
whose friends were glad to get rid of
them by recommending them as settlers
for New South Wales.

Such were the characters of many
sent out to cultivate the country.
In general they had no knowledge of
farming ; and having never been ac-
customed to habits of industry at
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home, they could not assume them in
New South Wales; and after enjoying
the indulgences granted by government

to settlers, they were found unable to
support their families, and became a bur-
den both to the government and the
- colony. The indulgences granted by
government to settlers, I am confident,
are perfectly sufficient to place a man of
industry in a situation to provide for his
family within the term these indulgen-
ces cease. The proper objects for settlers
in that country, would be the honest in-
dustrious peasant, born and brought up
in the habits of temperance, hard labour,
and industry. Settlers of that descrip-
tion would import with them habits of
morality and industry, hitherto un-
known in the colony ; and would even-
tually tend to diminish the great expen-
ces of the government. In America,
the settlers bought for a sum of money
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the services of the convicts; so that the
government incurred no expence. These
men, secluded from their vicious compa-
nions, accustomed to the regularity of a
moral industrious family, an example
which probably none of them had ever
before the benefit of, came from that
family, at the expiration of their term of
transportation, a new set of people; and
many afterwards became valuable mem-
bers of society. This is not the case in
New South Wales; there the free settler
has often been detected as the accom-
plice of the convict in his villainous de-
predations.

. If a sufficient number of free and re-
spectable settlers were in the country, it
is to be hoped that the government
would render their condition more tole-
rable, by imparting to them some of the
benefits of the free constitution of their
native country. The trial by jury would
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in this case be very desirable, instead of
that by civil and military officers.

Heavy complaints being made by the
settlers, whilst in fact the fault rested
with themselves, that however benevo-
lent were the intentions of government,
they were all frustrated and rendered in-
effectual by the rapacity of a few monied
men, who consulting their own interest,
and utterly disregarding the good of the
settlement, demanded most exorbitant
prices for the imported commodities; go-
vernment remedied this evil with equal
wisdom and benevolence, and the fol-
lowing public orders were issued.

Public Orders. '

His Majesty having taken into his
most gracious consideration, the incon-
veniences that the inhabitants of this
colony have in general laboured under,
from the excessive prices demanded by
adventurers and retailers, for articles

.
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of necessary use ; and the better to en-
able them to raise grain at a cheap rate,
has been pleased to direct a considerable
quantity of articles for common consump-
tion, to be shipped on board the Earl
Cornwallis, which is shortly expected ;
and to be disposed of by the commis-
sary, in exchange for grain, and animal
food, supplied the public stores, at an
advance of 30 per cent. on perishable,
and 20 per cent. on unperishable arti-
cles; to indemnify the public for freight,
losses, and issuing in small quantities.—
A list of the articles will be published
on Monday next, to prevent the inhabi-
tants from making any purchases at an
extravagant rate.

By command of his Excellency,
W. N. Cuapman, Secretary.

Sydney, May 30, 1801.
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The undermentioned are the articles
sent by government in the Earl Corn-
wallis, with the prices, and 30 per cent.
added: at which rate they will be dis-
posed of to the inhabitants, for their
domestic uses, for money ; and in ex-
change for grain, or animal food, sup-
plied his majesty’s stores.

Soap, from eightpence halfpenny
to ninepence halfpenuy per Ib.
Glass, from sevenpence farthing to
tenpence halfpenny per foot.
White-lead, sevenpence farthing
per Ib.
‘Red paint, fourpence per lb.
Linseed-oil,from seven shillings and
one farthing to seven shillings
and sevenpence per gallon.
Oval dishes, seventeen shillings and
“fourpence per set.
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Plates, from three halfpence to
threepence each. -

Other articles of earthen and glass
ware in proportxon, as per list at
the commissary’s office.

Ivory combs, from two shlllmgs and
twopence halfpenny to sixteen
shillings and sixpence per do.

Wax candles, three shillings and
elevenpencethreefarthings per Ib.

Gilt buttons, from eight shillings
and sevenpence farthing to thir-
teen shillings and ninepence per
gross.

Children’s shoes, nineteen shxlhngs
and twopence farthing to one
pound seven shillings per dozen.

Girls do. one pound seventeen shil-
lings and fourpence three far-
things to two pounds eight shil-
lings and fivepence halfpenny per

dozen. ) ,
‘Women’s do. stuff and leather, two
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pounds thirteen shillings and
sixpence to three pounds seven
shillings and ninepence halfpenny

. per dozen.

Coloured cloths, (yard wide) six
shillings and twopence.threefar-
things to six shillings and six-
pence halfpenny per yardl = .-

Duck, one shilling and ninepence
farthing peryard.

Welch flannel, two shillings and a
halfpenny to two shillings and
fivepence farthing per yard.

keish linen, two shillings and three
farthings to three shillings and
cight pence three farthings per
yard.

Durants, one pound two shillings
and sixpence to two peunds one:
shilling and sevempence farthing
per piece..

Callimancoes, one pound fourteen
VOL.. LIL. o
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~shillings -and three halfpence. per
picce.

Wildboro’s,one poundeighteenshil-

lings and one halfpenny per piece.

Camblets, two pounds eight shil-
hngs and one penny farthmg per
piege:

Printedi cahcoes, two. shxlhngs to
< four shillings:per yard.

Chmtz handkerchiefs, two shillings
and ninepence three farthings to
two shillings and tenpence half-
penny each.

Cheque, one shilling and sixpence

~ farthing per yard: .

Muslin handkerchiefs, two shillings
and sixpence to three shillings
and threepence each.

Muslin, three shillings and fivepence
three farthings to three shillmgs
and eleven pence per yard.

Cotton cheque handkerchicfs, ope
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shilling and eightpence farthing’" .
each.

Pollicat do. two shillings and thrcc-
pence halfpenny each. -

Women’s black cotton and worst-
ed hose, two shillings and eight-
pence haprenny to three shxl-
lings per pair.

Black mode, four shillings and
fourpence to five shillings and
eightpence per yard. '

Coloured persian, two shillings and
fivepence per yard. :

Ribands, eight shillings and’ six-"
pence to one: pound-ten- shlllmgs
per piece.

Silk ferretmgs, six shxllmgs andsxx-
pence per piece.

Sewing silks, one pound ele'ven‘
“shillings -and three-pence to two
pounds four shillings and three-

- pence per'lbs. -

: 02
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» Silk twist, one pound eleven shil-
: lings and threepence per Ib.
Thread, three shillings and seven-
pence to two pounds and four-
. pence per 1b.
Tapes, sixpence halfpenny to one
shilling and fixepence per piece.
Bobbings, threepence to eightpence
three farthings per piece.
Shirt-buttons, one shilling and four-
' pence to two shillings and te‘n-',
PEBCE. Per gross. - :
" Thread’ edging, one shnlhng and.
ane penny farthing to two shily
lings 3nd sevenpence fartlungper
yard.
Needles, seven shxllmgs and tw0-
pence per thousand. - .. . '
Pins, three shillings and cxghtm
three fasthings perlb. .. ...
Fig ‘blue, one shilling and four-
-pence Lalfpenny per lb.
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Applications to be made at my office,
on Monday mornings, before ten o’
. clock, that they may receive the go-
vernor’s approbation. No article will
be issued until payment is made, or se-
curity given. -

By command of his Excellency,
J. PALMER, Commissary.

Sydney, Fune 25, 1801,

The present plan bids fair to answer
the purpose intended ; for if the.colo-
nists had hitherto paid extravagantly
both for necessaries -and .cemforts,
they now had them both as reasonably
as they could have purchased them in
the mother country. Sugar, in 1804,
was' retailing at tenpence per pound;
and tea, from five to seven shillings;
and-every other article equally cheap in
proportion:
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LS X

CHAP. XLV,

Conclusion.

UPON the first establishment of this
settlement, the policy of the establish-
ment was much doubted, and its future
existence treated by many as v151onary
‘The experiment of a regular govern-
ment for fifteen years, in a regidgn
so- extensive, and so distant from the
other country, has now been made,
and the colony at present wears a favout-
able aspect. :
Time, the great unravellerof all events,
will confirm or ratify these conjectures,
and show how far the knowledge of this
lately discovered part of the globe may
be directed towards the reformation - of
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society, and to the honour of the present
generation for whom it was reserved.
According to the present prospect it
may be safelysaid, that, with some degree
of forecast, and encouragement of agri-
culture, and particularly the growth and
preservation of live stock, animal food
will be in great abundance, and this and
every other species of provisions will be
much cheaper than in the mother coun-
try; nor will thisprobably be atany great
distance of time. A few years may be
reasonably expected to produce this
change. The writer is also of opinion,
that if the settlement continues in that
tranquillity, which may be reasonably
expected from the attention and libera-
lity of government, the growth of ma-
nufactures, from the present state and
circugstancesof the colony, will be much
more rapid than it has hitherto been.
-Government have alrcady established a
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manufactory. of coarse woollen cloth
from the country wool; and though their
workien are at-present but few, and
the quantity .manufactured -of .coyrse
very moderate, it promises awexy. rapid
© increase. - Several - pieces -of «lingm: 2nd
canvas-have been likewise manufacturad
fromx the country flax.-. . An . individual
has established a kind of pottety forthe
coarser ware, at Parramatta, ;A -waten
mill, the only one in the .colony,: awas
nearly completed. It is difficylt so form
a just estimate of the happiness -of any
nation ; but, as far as our judgment and
observations may be trusted, in onr: ige
tercourse with the natives of the differs
ent'countries which we visited, we feund
them. all equally. tenacious of their ewn
habits .and. customs. This is 80 genes

rally true, that we cannot except.fom i
even. the natives of New. Holland, wthe,
howqver. barbarous, are.still as attached
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to thieir former modes of life, as-the in-
habitants of the banks of the Ganges.
No dawn of civilization has been as yet
able to penetrate through the gloomof
this tenfold darkness; and years, cven
centuries, must elapse before they can be-
come soinitiated in the very elements of
civil life, as to be fit members of a social
community, and fit objects for gov:ern-
ment and regulation.

" As we now ‘approach the conclusion
of our narrative, the author begs leave
to observe that in such a variety of mat-
ter, it must not be expected that his
opinion ‘will always perfectly coincide
with: that of others. There are few cir-
cumstances in which many men will be
found to agree, everyonemakinghisown
condition and habits of life the standard
of his private judgment. It has been his
undeviating effort throughout the whole
of:his work, to eonfine himself to those
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objects which were most suited. to in-
terest the general reader.

If mistaken in any of these opinions, he
begs leave to assure the reader, that such
errors are by no means intentional ; and
again to repeat, that it is principally
through the persuasion of his .friends,
.that ever they made their appearance..

The Calcutta having completed her
repairs and cargo, the Captain, the com-
panion of our toilsome enterprise, and
myself, embarked on board that ship in
very ill health, brought on by a long
course of hardship and fatigue. On the
following day we bad adieu to this set-

-tlement, where, from party divisions,
and the ill habits of the convicts, it re-
quires some discretion in a stranger to
steer clear of offence.  This colony has
at all times suffered much from a want
of union and co-operation amongst the
servants of governmens; it would other-
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wise have possibly reached a higher
point of prosperity. . Let us indulge the
hope that these divisions will ‘soon. ter-
‘minate in a cencord, as much to be wisk-
ed’-by ‘the parties themselves, as advan-
tageous to the circumstances of the co-
lény.- Twice' during this voyage did I
visit - this ‘sertlemeént, and at both times
found the same fatal disunion.

After having escaped so many imminent
perils,” we were now happy in the pro-
spedt " of - shortly reaching our native
<olintry, and orice more returning to the
blessings of enlarged society, to both.of
which ‘we had now been long strangers.

"Phe ¥oyage of the Calcutta having
betr alteady - given to the public, we
shall' not delay the conclusion of our
narrative by a tedious repetition of cir-
cumstances with which the public are
already acquainted. It would however
be both- unjust and ungenerous not to
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acknowledge the kindness and attention
-shown us whilst on board that ship.

- At length, after an absence of four
years and thirty-one days, the long-lost
'shores of Albion made their. appearance;
a sight, as the reader may naturally sup-
‘pose, which produced in our atinds:the
most grateful sensatjons to that berefi-
«cent Providence, who so often interposed
in ‘our behalf, when even hope itself had
almoét vanished. Two . days after we
anchored at Spithead, in the midsvief
a fleet of ships, the defence-an@ jait
;:nde of their country. Vo s

" THE znpi; '

































