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A

JOURNAL of a VOYAGE

.Made in the

HANNIBAL of Loundon, Ann. 1693, 1694,

From ENGLAND, to

Cape MONSERADOE, in AFRICA,

And thence along the Coaft of

Guiney 20 Whidaw, the Ifland of St. Thomas,

And fo forward to

BARBADOES

WITH A

Cutfory ACCOUNT of the' COUNTRY, the PEOPLE,
thir MANNERS, FORTS, TRADE, &-.

By Tuomas Puirrips, Commander of the faid Ship.
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A JOURNAL of a2 VOYAGE from
England to AFRICA, and fo forward
to BARBADOES, in the Years 169 3,

and 1694.

T was my misfortune, as well as many
others this laft war with France, in
my voyage home from Venice and
Zant, in the William of two hundred

tons, and twenty guns, to fall into the

clutches of three great French men of war,

of feventy guns each, in the foundings,

about fixty leagues S. W. from Cape Clcar

in Ireland. Tnere being fo great an ine-

quality in our ftrength, and no hopes of

elcaping, I thoughtit prudence to fubmit

without any refiftance, and not have my

men kill’d and wounded to no purpofe;

.. for they had five hundred men each, and I

but thirty inall 5 therefore I was forc’d to

let might overcome right, and upon fum-

mons by a thot athwart our fore foot, from

the Crown of feventy brafs guns, which

came firft up with us, to ftrike our enfign,

and become their prize. We were treated

very civilly by Chevalier de Monbroun on

board the Crown, who convey’d us care-

fully to Bref, and oblig’d me to vifita

country which at that time I had a perfect

Retwrns to averfion to.  After my rcturn to England,

England. T was for fome time deftitute of employ-

ment, until my ever honoured patron and

benefattor, Sir Feffrey Feffreys, Knt. out

of his extraordinary generofity and good

will to me, underftanding that the fhip

Hannibal of four hundred and fifty tons,

and thirty-fix guns, wasto be fold, gave

me orders to buy her.  Having done this

he was pleas’d to depofite the money for

Buys the her prefently out of his own pocket ; and

Hannibal. after, by his intereft, to bring in his

worthy brother, Fobn Feffreys, Efq; Sam.

Stanyer, Efqs then fub-governor of the

African company, and fome other eminent

merchants, to be part-owners with me, and

then to recommend me and the fhip to

. the royal African company of England;

5}:’7;;’::‘: from whom, upon his account, I found ac-

of the Afri- CEptance : Being enter’d into their fervice,

can com- on a trading voyage to Guiney, for ele-

p#y- phants tecth, gold, and Negroflaves ; and
Vou. VL,

The author
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theFrench.

having the needfulcargoes onboard, where- purries:
with to purchafe them, as well as fupplies v~
of merchandize, ftores, &€9¢. for the com- 6% d‘”‘
pany’s caftles and factories; my bufinefs "
being compleated at London, I took boat
for Gravefend the fifth of September in the Scptemb.
evening, and got on board about eleven 1693
atnight, with money to pay my men their
river-pay, and one month’s pay advance-
money, as per agreement.

Tuefday the sth, I cleared the fhip at
Gravefend, the wind at N. E. dirty wea-
ther.

The 6th, 7th, 8th, and gth, I had the
wind at N.E. freth gale, paid my men
their wages to the fifcth infant.

Sunday the 1oth in the morning, we
broke ground from Gravefend, and drove
with the ebb to the upper end of the Hope,
where we chop’d to ananchor, and in the
evening I went up to Gravefend.

Monday the 11th. This day having paid
my debts, and finifh’d my bufinefs, I
took my leave of agent Nurfe, and fome
other friends, and in the evening came on
board, wind from W. N. W. to W.S. W.
eafy gales.

Tuefday the'12th.  This morning about
three o’clock we got under fail, with a
brave gale at W. At nine we were
paft the Nore, where we drove till one
in the evening, waiting for water, at which
time we bore away for the red fand, and

- about four got through the Narrow, and at

fix anchor’d off the North Foreland, in
nine fathom water, it bearing S. by W. of
us.
Wednefday the 13th. At four this morn-
ing we got up our anchors, with the wind
at S. W. and after feveral tacks, about
eleven we came to an anchor in the Doy,
in cight fathom water, the South Forcland
bearing S. by E. Here rid admiral Novil
with the union-flag at miffen top-maft head,
whom I faluted with eleven guns, and was
anfwer’d with nine. In theafternoon he and

Yy Capt.
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Capt. Cole, in another third rate man of
war, fet fail on fome important affairs, for
Copenbagen, in Denmark, and left Capt.
Wifbart in the Swift/bire, admiral of the
Downs, where we lay with our yards and
top-mafts lower’d, having very ftormy
weather, and the wind conftantly between
the S.and W. Until the fifth of Ocober,
in the morning, we had fair weather,
fmooth fea, and a fmall gale of wind at
S.’S. W. which towards evening veer’d
about to the S. E. and E. and invited us,
and the reft of the outward bound fhips,
in the Downs, to gotofea; of which thofe
for Guiney were, the Eaft-India Merchant,
of thirty guns, Capt. Thomas Shurley com-
mander ; the Hannibal of thirty-fix guns,
Thomas Phillips, for the gold coaft ; the
Mediterrancan of twenty-four guns, Capt.
Daniel, tor Angola ; the Feffrey of twelve
guns, Capt. Somes, for the Bite; the For-
tune of twelve guns, Capt. Hereford, for
Angola 5 and the Eagle packet boat, Capt.
Perry, for Gambo and the coaft.  We hav-
ing agreed among ourfelves, that Capt.
Twomas Shurley, who had been long ac-
quainted with the Guiney trade, fhould
give failing orders, fhape the courfe, and
carry the light; we came on board to
unmoor our fhips, and about eight were
under fail, and ftood out of the Downs,
with a fmall galeat E. S. E. till ten, when
the gale dullering, and the flood being
made, we came to an anchor in ten fathom,
under the South Foreland, where we rid till
four in the morning, then with the tide of
ebb, we weigh’d, having a freth gale at
S. S. E. which about eight veer’d to S. and
S. by E. increafing, fo as Capt. Shurley
lying by, to fpeak with me, we agreed,
that perceiving no probability of a fair
wind, butgreatlikelihood of bad weather,
it was not prudence to beat the fea, in re-
gard as well of the danger of the enemy,
as of the ftormy feafon of the year ; where-
upon we refolved to ftand into the Downs
again ; accordingly Capt. Shurley having
given the fignal, bore up, and the reft of
our Guiney fleet after him, while I lay
muzled to bring up the rear. When all
the fleet were paft me Ifill’d my fails and
ftood after them 3 the South Foreland then
bearing N. by E. but we had not gone a
quarter of an hour large, ere we were
envelop’d in the thickeft tog I ever knew,
fo that we could not fee the fhip’s length
before us. I fteer’d away N.N.E. for
moft part, but was often forc’d to edge
into the fhore, to keep clear of fome fhips
that were on my off-fide, and prefs’d hard
upon me, fothatI fthoal’d my water to fix
fathom; but then haling off” to nine fa-
thom, I refolv’d to run no more rifques,
till I could fce my way better, therefore I

came to an anchor, ordering our trumpets
tofound, and drum to beat, to give notice
toany fhips that might be coming into the
Downs, left they fhould run on board us
in the fog unawares, we lying in the fair
trade way ; our anchor was fcarccly down '
ere we heard a gun fired, which was foon
follow’d by four more at a fimall inter-
miffion of time; whereupon reading our
failing orders, I found it tobe the fignal
appointed to be given, in cafe any of us

_fhould run athore ; but whofe mistortune

it was at this time I could not determine,
till about an hour after, the fog difpelling,
I percciv’dit to be the Eaft-India Merchant,
Capt. Shurley, who had run a-ground two
miles to the S. E. of the Scuth Foreland,
and was a fpectacle I was not a little griev-
ed to fee, my beft friend Sir Jeffrey
Feffries, Knt. and fome others of my wor-
thy ownurs, as well as the royal African
company, being deeply concern’d in her ;
therefore I thought it no feafonable time
only to look on and bemoan hisill luck,
but forthwith, with all the application I
could, to fend him fome timely affiftance ;
in order to this, our long boat being hal’d
up, I fent my three maces, boat{wain, gun-
ner, and carpenter, with twenty of the
beft men I had, to carry out an anchor for
him to heave off by upon the flood, for he
happen’d to runathore almoft at low water,
fo as he had the whole tide of flood to
friend. Iwas extremely pleas’d that I came
to an anchor fo fortunately as I did, and
did not ftand into the Dowis 3 for had not
my boat come to his relief, I queftion if
he had ever floated again, for Capt. Shurley
himfelf was like a diltracted man, and his
feamen were grown wilful, and would
not obey his officers, each taking care
of hisown little concern only, and neg-
leCting their common intereft in faving
the fhip. Whether he had given his men
occafion for this untimely frowardnefs,
I will not pretend to determine, but can-
not forbear here to give my own opi-
nion frecly, that it is the greateft prudence,
as well as intereft of a commander, of a
merchant thip efpecially, to gain his mens
good-will and aftections, by being humane
to them, and giving them their due and
full allowance, according to the ufance of
the fea, of good and wholfome provifions,
for nothing grates upon feamen more than
pinching their bellies, or treating them
with cruelty or reproachful words, fuch as
lubber, &¢c. whereas they are fuch a fort of
people, that if they have juftice done them,
a good word now and then, and be per-
mitted their little forecaftle jefts and fongs
with freedom, they will run thro’ fire and
water for their commander, and do their
work with the utmoft fatisfaction and ala-

Crity g
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crity 5 but on the other fide, as they fhould
not want their juft dues in any kind, fo
they fhould not want work, as long as there
were any to be done for the fhip’s fervice
and benefit; tho’ at the fame time I am far
from approving the morofe and cynick
temper of fome commanders, who hate to
fee a poor failor have a minute’s time of
quiet, to enjoy himfelf, and indulge his
humour with a fong or an old tale, but will
keep them doing out of perfett ill nature,
and rather than let them be the leaft at
eafe, will put them at work to the fhip
and owners prejudice. I remember a cou-
ple of mafters that I knew in the Streights,
trading before the war, whom I fhall for-
bear to name, the one of them would often
make his men coil one of his cables upon
deck, then pafs the end without board into
the gun-room port, and roufe it in again,
and coil it where it was before, and this he
faid was to plague the dogs, tho’ to the
great damage of his cable, by rubbing and
galling it, and no doubt but it plagu’d
them fufficiently, making them curfe and
damn him all the time, and with for an
occafion to be among rocks, funds, or a
lee-fhore, where there was but any pofli-
bility of faving their lives, that they might
return his favours,and fthew him how ready
they would be to obey his command and
fave his thip ;3 then I fear they would ferve
him as the feamen ferv’d the collier mafter
coming from Newcaftle,who having lock’d
up the firkin of butter from them,contrary
to cuftom, and plying to windward with
the tide among the fands, {tanding on one
tack as near a fand as he thought proper,
order’d the helm a-lee, to go about; when
the thip was well ftay’d, he call’d to hale
‘the main-fail, but his men anfwer’d unani-
moufly, that not one of them would touch a
rope till the firkin of butter was brought to
the maft. He began to expoftulate with
them, but to no purpofe, and feeing the
thipdrive near the fand with all fails aback,
he promis’d them they fhould have it as
foon as the fails were trimm’d, and the
fhip had gather’d way; the men reply’d,
that [ecing was believing 3 whereupon, find-
ing there was no other remedy, he run
down to his cabin to fetch the butter, and
laid it at the maft; then the men went to
work, but too late, for e’er the fails could
be hal’d about and fill’d, the fhip ftruck
upon the fand, and never came oft again
fo that as the fea proverb is, be loft a Hog
for a balfpenny-worth of Tar.

T he other mafter I knew in the Streights,
would in a fit of the {pleen fling a chip, or
any other infignificant trifle, over-board,
and make his men hoift out the boat and
row half a mile after it; in the mean time
he wculd make what fail he could, and

Barbadoes.
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keep a-head of them, making them row Puwvies.

five or fix hours after him, and a little be-
fore night lie by and tike them up. Such
perverfe ufage as this is a fure fign of anll
temper in the commanders, and nothing
can alienate the eftcem and affeGtions of
their men more from them. After this
long digreflion ’tis time to return to the
Eajt-India merchant, who about four in
the evening floated and fwung to her an-
chor,having lain three hours aground with-
out any damage ; about five we weigh’d,
and ftood into the Downs, and anchor’d in
fix fathom, the South Foreland bearing
S.S. W. and Deal-Cajile W.S. W. This
untoward beginning of our voyage gave
me fome troublefome reflettions, but was
too far engag’d to refolve upon any thing
but to proceed, and endeavour to go tho-
rough itas well as I could.

We were detain’d in the Downs with
very bluftering weather and contrary winds
untl the twenty-fifth of Ofober ; the wind
veering about to the north, we got up our
anchors, and about feven in the evening
were under fail, and about eight were olf
the South Foreland, where we lay by about
an hour, to give time for the reft of our
flcet to join us, which when they had done,
we fill’d and fteer’d away S. W. for the
Nefs.

Thurfday the 26th. Laft night at eleven
a-clock we were a-breaft the Nefs-light:
then hal’d up W. S. W. and W. by S.
for Beachy, had a brave ftiff gale all night
at north, going away with courfes and top-
fails till feven this morning : I fet all fails,
and fhot a-head the reft of the flect, in
order to get in my boats, which having
done, about ten join’d the fleet again, of
which we found none miffing but Capt.Zie-
reford in the Fortune, whom we could not
defcry. At noon this day we faw the ifle
of Wight, bearing north-weft ; diftance by
eftimation feven leagues: we fteer’d for
moft part weft, with cloudy dark weather,
and fome fmall drifling rain; we got our
anchors up, and our fhip clear for the fea,
and removed two of our guns that were
open in the waift into the atter ports in the
great cabin.

Friday the 27th. From yefterday noon
till twelve this day we have had a brave
topfail gale from north to north-eaft,
fteering away weft. At four in the even-
ing
bore’ N. by W. diftance feven leagucs,
from whence I take my departure, we
not coming in fight of any other land in
England 5 at which time Capt. Somes in
the Feffrey was far a-ftern, not being able
to bear his topfails for the extremity of
the gale ; but Capt. Shurley not eafing fail,
we were forc’d to croud with himall nigh;,

* 0
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PurLiies. {o that we loft poor Somes. We run from

four in the evening yefterday 112/ wett,by
the beft computation I could make, for
our log-line breaking in the night, we loft
our log, and were forc’d to make guefs-
work. We faw many fhips of all fides,
but fpoke with none, except one Portu-
gueze of two-hundred tons, bound from
Oporte to London, laden with wine, for
fome quantities of which commodity we
had a ‘great defire to traffick with him;
but it blowing fo hard, and night being
come on, hinder’d our defign, fo that we
bid him farewel, and left him to proceed
on his voyage, as we did on ours, unbent
our cables, and clapt on haufe-boards,
clear’d our fhip, and appointed my men
their quarters in cafe of engaging an ene-
my, having feventy men belonging to the
fhip, and thirty-three of the African com-
pany’s paflengers,for their caftlesin Guiney,
fo that we made in all, men and boys, a
hundred and three. At four in the even-
ing yefterday the eaft end of the ifle of
Wight, being in latitude 50° 24’ N. bore
N. by W. diftance feven leagues, from
which take my departure. We had a great
north fea, for which Fallow one point lee-
way, fo that fince four in the evening yef-
terday haverun 112 W, by S. and at noon
this day have made from the eaft end of
the ifle of /#ight 8° 42/, and wefting 108
(lat. 497 42°)

Saturday the 28th.  Thefe twenty-four
hours we have had a clofe fky, with fome
fmall thowers of rain, and a brave gale of
wind at N. N. E. and N. E. running from
fix to eight milesan hour. This morning
at nine we faw a fhip to the fouthward
ftanding with us; about ten fhe thew’d a
blue Engli/h enfign, by which we guefs’d
it to be Capt. Hereford in the Fortune, as
he prov’d 5 about twelve he join’d us: the
true courfe fteer’d, allowing all impedi-
ments, is S. 75° 56/ W.or W.S. W.3 W,
diftance run 1783 the latitude by reckon-
ing 49° and wefting in all made 2 8o miles,
being S. 42, and W. 172 miles.

Sunday the 29th. Thefe twenty-four
hours we have had a brave ftiff gale from
N.E. to E. N. E. fteering away W. by S.
and W. S. W, diftance run per log is 167
miles 3 decreas’d our latitude forty-feven
miles, made weft departure 160’. Atnoon
this day we had indifferent good obferva-
tion of the latitude in 47° 58’ N. total
wefting 440 miles.

Monday the 3oth. From noon yefter-
day we had a fine topfail galeat N. N. E.
keeping-our courfe W. S. W. till eight laft
night, at which time it veer’d to the N. by
W. and at twelve to the N. W. and at
noon this day to W. dark cloudy weather,
with fome rain, but fmooth water. This

day we fold at the maft our boatfwain
Robert Fabin’s and Fobn Harding’s cloaths,
being two of our men that run away from
the thip while we lay in the Downs, the
firft having embezzled and convey’d away
a great deal of our cargo, as well as the
thip’s ftores, while we lay fitting out in
the river, as we found when we came to
examine them. Diftance run per log is
116/, difference of latitude made is 67/,
W. Departure made is 88/; the prefent Ia-
titude by reckoning is 46° 51/, and total
departure W. 528 miles.

Tuefday 31ft. Thefe twenty-four hours
we have had a brisk gale of wind, veering
from W. N. W. to W. by S. with frequent
hard fqualls and gufts. Laft night at four
moft of our fleet being to leeward far, we
bore down to them, and it looking like
dirty weather we took up both reefs in our
topfails, and jogg’d under them and our
two courfes clofe hal’d all night. This
morning, our foretopfail being in fome
places feam-rent,we unbent it, and brought
to another, and furl’d it, by reafon we
fore-reach’d and weather’d much upon all
the reft of the fleet. Diftante run fince ye-
fterday noon is 112’, courfe various, from
S. W. to S. by W: but the dire¢t courfe
made (allowing one point and half lee-way,
by reafon of the fmall fail we made, and
the great weftern fea) is S. 11° 15’ W, or
S. by W : difference of latitude made is
108/ S. departure 20’ W. the prefent
latitude 45° 3/, by reckoning ; and total
departure W. 548 milcs.

Wednefday the 1ft.  From noon yefter- Novem-
day we had the wind at W. by S. until four ber.

in the evening, when it vcering to the S. W,
by W. we tack’d, lying up with larboard
tacks aboard N. W, by W. and N. W,
unti] three this morning ; the mate that
had the watch came to acquaint me that
they difcover’d four ftrange fhips with
lights to windward of us; when I came
upon deck I perceiv’d one with a light
ftanding as we did, upon which we got our
half ports off, chefts and hammocks up,
and order’d every man to their feveral
quarters, to get them clear for an engage-
ment. About feven, being clear day, we
had all things in order, and ready for a
fight, at which time I plainly faw four tall
thips with all fails fet ftanding directly
with us. I'am fure they were men of war
of fixty and feventy guns each, as near
as I could difcover thro’ my glafs, but
of what nation I could not tell, tho’ we
had great reafon to belicve them French,
our frigots feldom or never cruifing fo far
to the S.and W. They ftood towards us
with all fail fet in a line, upon which I
made a fignal, by hoifting and lowering
my enfign four times, to give notice to

Capt.
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an hour; at which time, having brought PuiLeies.

Capt. Shurley of our new companions, and
crouded with all fails to fpeak with him,
he being about a mile diftant upon my lee
bow, and the only one of our fleet then
in company, we having loft the reft laft
night and the night before : when I came
up with him it blew fo hard that we could
not hear each other, tho’ we had good
fpeaking-trumpets, therefore we were for-
ced to endeavour to underftand one ano-
ther by figns, by which I perceiv’d that
he was of my opinion, that fince they
were fo many, not to ftand the brunt with
them, two to one being odds at foot-ball,
we being dcep loaden merchants fhips,
and they frigots, built and fitted only tor
fight, but rather to go away large, and
endeavour, by often varying our courfe,
to lofe them, it blowing very hard at S.
and being thick dirty weather, which was
likely to continue and increafe, which I
was not forry for, fince I do verily believe
it fav’d us a French voyage ; therefore we
hal’d up our mainfails, clapt the helm a-
weather, and bore away under forefail and
maintopfail, with two reefs in, upon the
cap, fteering W. N. W, and N. W. till
ninc, handed maintopfail, and wentaway
N. W. till ten, having loft fight of the
thips that purfu’d us €’er fince we went
large. At eleven it blowing a hard ftorm,
having very thick weather and grown fea,
left we thould lofe each other,capt. Shurley
brought to under a mizzen; my forefail
being, up I went to do the like, but in
haling out our mizzen the ftrap of the
fheet-block broke, fo that eer we could
brail him up he was by the violence of
the gale fplit to pieces, which occafion’d
us to lower the yard down and unbend
him, upon which the fhip labouring much
for want of fail, found it convenient to
fet the mainfail, and having got the tack
aboard, eer we could gather the fheet aft
we {plit the mainfail, and were forc’d to
hale down the yard and furl him, and
bear away before the wind N. and N. by
W. with only the bunt of our forefail
loofe. In furling our mainfail one of our
feamen, Fobn Southern, being carelefs of
himfelf, fell off the yard-arm and was
drown’d, which I was extreamly forry
for, but it was beyond human power to
fave him, it blowing a mere fret of wind,
and a very great fea, and having no fails
to command the fhip. The difference of
latitcude and departure thefe twenty-four
hours,by the beft computation I can make,
is, N. 21/, W. 40’5 fo that our prefent
latitude is 45° 24’ N. and total wefting
588 miles.

Tuefday the 2d.  From twelve yefterday
until two in the evening, we went away
N. with our bare poles, running four milcs

Vor. VL

toa new mizen and reef’d him, we hoiited
the yard and fet him, and brought her to
under a mizen, then unbent our main-fail
that was {plit, and with much pains and
trouble we bent another ; and having reef’d
him we furl’d him: About four we furl’d
our fore-fail fnug, and hoifted the mizen
ftay-fail, to kecp the -thip to, and her
head upon the fea, fhe labouring moft
dreadfully. At twelve laft night the vio-
lence of the ftorm being abated, we fet
the main-fail, and lay undcr it and mizen
till day-light; when, having righted up the
fhipa little, tomy great trouble and fur-
prize, we found that our foremaft was
{prung about three foot above the partners
in the forecaftle; the crack being very
large, and opcning above an inch upon
every rent of the fhip, which, to fee,
made my heart ake ; we found it likewife
upon fearching, to be almoft rotten to the
heart in that place, whereupon I fent for
my officers, to confult what was moft pro-
per to be done upon this unexpected acci-
dent, and how beft to fecure him, but
finding fome of them begin to urge that
there was no proceeding on fo long a
voyage with fuch a maft, and that it was
convenient to bear up for Plymouth, while
we were fo near it, to furnith ourfclves
with another. I thought it convenient to
quath this motion in the bud, and declar’d I
was refolv’d to proceed on my voyage, tho®
I thould be forc’d to go with a jury-matft,
rather than return again to England; and
forthwith order’d my carpenters to go to
work to fecure him, by paying four new
capfton bars of good oak, and nine foot
long each, round him, where he was fprung,
and fpike them very well, and afterwards
clapt four good wooldings uponhim, which
I was in hopes would fufficiently fecure
him, we every day approaching nearer a
fair weather country ; and when our car-
penters had done what I had order’d them,
it feem’d very firm, and did not complain
all the voyage after. In crowding ycfter-
day morning with maintop-fail to fpeak
with Capt. Shurley, upon fight of the four
ftrange fhips, we wrench’d the hcad of
our main-maft ; and this morning fct fome
men to woold the heel of the maintop-
maft, to the head of the main-maft, to
keep him faft, elfe the cap would flue
much where the hcad of the maft was
wrung. We had the wind thefc twenty-
four hours at S. and S. S. L. blowing a
very fevere ftorm, we caping all night W,
and W. N. W. drove N. two mile an hour.
At noon this day the wind came about to
W. N. W. but being bufy about our maft
could make no fail ; the diret courfe made
is N. forty-fix miles, latitude, by reckon-
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ing, 46° 10/ N. and wefting 588 miles.
In this ftorm I loft my confort, Capt.
Shurley.

Friday the 3d. Abouttwoin the even-
ing yefterday, our carpenters having com-
pleated what they could do to the fore-
maft, we fet the forefail and wear’d the
thip, and laid her head to the S. lying up
S. by W. and S.S. W. wind at W. and
‘W.byS. ftiff gale. At nine o’clock we
handed our maintop-fail, and went under
courfes all night, until noon this day, hav-
ing the weather very cloudy and fqually
formoft part ; Iallow three pointslee-way,
fo that judge we made our way good, but
S.E.byS. Ditft. perlog fifty-feven miles:
At twelve we had good obfervation of the
latitude, and found it to be 45° 5’ N.
Departure madeis thirty-one mileseafterly.
Total wefting is 557 miles.

Saturday the 4th. Thefe twenty-four
hours we have had dull fqually weather,
and fome heavy fhowers of rain; wind
fromS. W.by W.to W.by N. lying up
trom S.by E. to S. W. by S. until fix this
morning, when the wind came about to the
N. W. by W.and fo to N. we fteering
away S. W. with a frefh gale till noon this
day, when it cleared up, fo that we had
a good obfervation of the latitude, and
found it to be 43° 50’ N. Departure made
is 20’ W. Total wefting 577’

Sunday the gth. Thefe twenty-four
hours we have had clofe cloudy weather,
wind between the N. N. W.and N. N. E.
a fine top-fail gale, fteering till fix in the
evening yefterday, S. W. 41 miles, then
S. S. W. 100 miles till noon this day.
Difference of latitude madeisS. 121 miles.
Departure W. 67 miles, the prefent lati-
tude reckon’d 41° 49’ N. Total wefting
644 miles.

Monday the 6th.  From noon yefterday
until twelve this day, we have had but a
fmall gale of wind, thuffling from N.N.E.
to E. S. E. our courfe fteer’d being S.S. W.
Diftance per log is 54/, the weather clofe
and cloudy, fo that we could have no ob-
fervation: This morning beginnning to
draw near a fair weather-country, we got up
our top-gallant-maft and yards, and dry’d
our fails, which were {plit in the late ftorm.
Difference of latitude made, is 49’ S. De-
parture 21 W. Latitude, by reckoning,
41° N. and total wefting 665 miles. '
- Tue/day the 7th. Thefe twenty-four hours
we have had clofe sky and dark weather,
wind from S.S. E. t0 S.S. W. Attwelve
laft night we tack’d to eaftward, lying up
S. E. and S.E. by E.  Diftance run per
log’74’. Difference of latitude made
is25’S. Departure 22’ E. Latitude, by
reckoning, 40° 35’ N. and total wefting
643 miles. This day our old mizen being

mended, we unbent the new one and
brought it to the yard.

Wednefday the 8th. Thefe twenty-four
hours we have had very hard fhowers of
rain, and a freth gale of wind at S. and
S.S. W. At fix in the evening yefterday
we tack’d to theweftward, lying up W.3
atgight handed our top-fail 5 and at four
this morning our maintop-fail, lying
W.S. W.and W.by S.under our three
courfes, we having a great S. fea and hard
gale of wind. This morning the clue of
our fore fail gave way, fo unbent and
brought to another. ~ Diftance run per
log, is 74 miles. Difference of latitude
and departure made, allowing for lee-way,
and all other impediments, isS. 8/, W. 22/,
Latitude, by reckoning, 40° 27 N. and
total wefting 665 miles.

Tburfday the gth. Thefe twenty-four
hours we have had feveral fhowers of
fmall drifling rain, wind from S. E by S.
to S. W. by S. dark cloudy weather.
Diftance run per log 5%’. Difference of
latitudeis 3’S. Departure 53° W. La-
titude, by reckoning, 40° 24 N. Total
wefting 718 miles. From ten to twelve
this day we lay becalm’d.

Friday the 10th.  From noon yefterday
we lay becalm’d, with courfes up, and top-
fails lower’d, until four this morning, when
fprung up a fmall breezeat W. by S. which
continu’d frefhning until ten, then veer’d
to S. W. blowing a fine top-fail gale ; and
the fea very much laid. We had fome
{mall thowers of rain laft night, but this
day fine hard sky and clear weather, and
had very good obfervations of the latitude.
Departure made, isE. ¢’. Latitude 39°®
33’ N.and total wefting 709 miles. This
day we mended all our {plit fails.

Saturday the 11th. Thefe twenty-four
hours we have had fmooth water,and afrefh
galeof wind atS. W.by S.and S. W. lying
S.S.E.and S. E. by S. weather indifferent
clear. Diftance run perlog is 118 miles.
Departure made is 75’ eafterly. At noon
this day we had indifferent good obfervati-
on. Lat.38° 10/ N. Wefting 634 miles. -

Sunday the 12th. Thefe twenty-four
hours we have had various weather, wind
S.W and W.S. W.until ten laft night,
with fome fhowers of rain; it came about
to N. W. fine top-gallant gale : we ftecring
away S.by W.at noon had the wind at
N. by W. at which time we had good
obfervation of the latitude. Departure
made is E. 5 miles. Latitude 36° 27/ N,
Total wefting 629 miles.

Monday the 13th. From noon yefterday
we have had a fine fmall gale from N. b
W. to N. E. until two this morning, it fell
ftark calm, and continu’d fo (with a few
intervening breezes) till noon this day.

Diftance
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Diftance per log is fixty-eight miles. Courfe
fteer’d is S. by W.  Departure made is
W. &, Latitude, by reckoning, 35° 20
N. and total wefting 637 miles. Had
great N. W. fwell thefe twenty-four hours,
tor which I make fome allowances.

Tuefday the 14th. From noon yefterday
we have had but little wind till fix this
morning, at which time fprung up a fine
gale at N. W.we fteering S.by W. At
noon we had good obfervation of the lati-
tude, 34° 6/ N. Total wefting 637 miles,
had great N. W. fea.

Wednefday the 15th. Thefe twenty-
four hours we have had a fmall gale of
wind, various, from W.to S. W. La-
titude, by reckoning, 33° 11/ N. Total
wefting 646 miles.

Thurfday 16. Thefe twenty-four hours
we have had good weather, wind atS. and
S.S.E. fmall gale. Atnoon this day,
we were, by obfervation, in latitude 32°
44’ N. Wefting 680 miles.

Friday the 17th. Thefe twenty-four
hours we have had the wind various, at$.
and S. by W. Yefterday we tack’d to the
W. lying W.by S. and at two this morn-
ing it blowing a hard gale, we handed
both our top fails. Latitude, by reckon-
ing, 32°47’ N. Total wefting 698’

Saturday the 18th. Thefe twenty-four
hours we have had very fqually weather,
and many heavy fhowers of rain, wind
fhuffling between the W. S. W.andS.S.W.
hard gale, and great fca, courfe various,
made difference of latitude feventy-three
milesS. Departure 15’ E.  Latitude, by
reckoning, 31° 34’ N. Total wefting 683
miles. This morning we found out that
one of the Royal African company’s fol-
diers, for their caftles in Guiney, was a

. woman, who had enter’d herfelf into their

fervice under the name of Fobn Brown,

4 woman without the leaft fufpicion, and had been

Soldier.

three months on board without any mif-

S.W.1 S. ‘ “.‘;.‘w iR
15 leagues

truft, lying always among the other paf-
fengers, and being as handy and ready to
doany work as any of them; and I believe
the had continu’d undifcover’d till our arri-
val in Africa, had not fhe fallen very fick,
which occafion’d our Surgeon to vifit her,
and order’d her a glifter; which when his
mate went to adminifter, he was furpriz’d
to find more fally-ports than he expeéted,
which occafion’d him to make a farther
enquiry ; which, as well as her confeflion,
manifefting the truth of her fex, he came
to acquaint me of it, whereupon, in cha-
rity, as well as in refpec to her fex, I or-
der’d her a private lodging apart from the
men, and gave the taylor fome ordinary
ftuffs to make her woman’s cloaths ; in re-
compence for which fhe prov’d very ufeful
in wathing my linnen, and doing what elfe
fhe could, till we deliver’d her with the
reft at Cape Coaft caftle. She was about
twenty years old, and a likely black girl.

Sunday the 1g9th.  From noon yefterday
we have had the wind from S. W. to W,
by S. lying up for the moft part S. by W.
fine top-fail gale, and fmooth water.  Dif-
tance run perlog is 132. Had good ob-
fervation of the latitude, which was 29®
58’5 total wefting 669 miles.

Monday the 20th.  We have had the
wind at W.and W. by S. until four this
morning ; at which time it fell ftark calm,
and continu’d fo till noon, when we had
good obfervation ; latitude 29° 30’; total
wefting 706 miles.

Tue¢fday the 21ft.  From twelve yefter-
day, until four in the evening, we lay
becalm’d ; at which time fprung up a
fmall gale at S.E. At fix we difcern’d
the peek of Tenerif, which had the ap-
pearance as by the black line under-
neath, bearing S. W. by W. diftance by
eftimation, twenty-five leagues; - where-
upon we fteer’d away with it, with a fine
gale at night at S.S.E. At noon this

When the eaft point of Tenerif fhuts in the weft point of the Grand

Canary, it bearsexactly S. by E. half E.

day
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punuirs. day we had very good obfervation of the

\/\’*b” latitude, being in 28° 48’ N. Point Negro

N?;;’; " then bearing W.S. W. 2§, diftance about
eight leagues. The S. K. point of Tenerif
S. W. LS. diftance fifieen leaguess; the
weft point of the Grand Canary, S. fourteen
‘leagues, 28° 48’ N.and total wefting, al-
lowing for all impediments %20 miles.
Note, in this run, or for the ftreights, I
always allow twelve leagues eafting more
then my courfe gives, for the great weftern
fea that infenfibly puts us to theeaft beyond
our expectation, as I found by experience
of many voyages.

Wednejday the 22d.  From yefterday
noon we fteet’d away W, by S. with a fine
gale at S. S. E. until five in the evening it
veer’d to S. S. W. faltring and dying
away, fo that we had but faint breezes of
wind all night ; about four o’clock in the
morning, it being day-light, Pico Tenerif
bore due eaft of us, at which time being
near Oratava road, we difcerned two fail
between us and the fhore, one of which
we perceiv’d to be a fhip, and the other
feem’d a barca longa ; in a fhort time we
faw the fhip ftanding off to us, with all
fails fet, whereupon we tack’d off to the
N. to have time to putour fhip in a pofture
of defence, in cafe fhe prov’d an enemy,
and with all expedition got our hatch ports
off, our chefts and hamocks up, our clofe
quartersup, gunsand fmall arms all ready,
and about twelve we were every way clear
and ready for an engagement, at which
time we furl’d our main fail, and handed
all our fmall fails, flung our yards, clap’d
on our ftoppers, our puddings, and plat-
tings under our parrels, and being but little
wind hal’d up our fore fail, and lay by
for the fhip that was fo earneft to {peak
with us.

Thurfday the 23d. From noon yefter-
day we had but faint fmall breezes of wind
until three in the evening, at which time
the fhip that ftood after us was got within
random gun-fhot of us, appearing a fine

Engage- long fnug frigate 5 fo that now we no longer
ment ’”"ﬁ doubted but the was an enemy, therefore
ficarn letting fly my colours we fird a fhot
° athwart his fore foot; upon which he
thew’d an Ewugli/b enfign : but for all his

cheat we knew what he was, and were in

all kinds ready to give him his welcome,

we jogging eafily under our fighting fails

till four, at which time being in carbine

fhot of - us, he run out his lower tier of

guns, (which I did not expet, nor was

well pleafed to fee) nine of each fide, and

ftruck his falfe colours, and hoifted the

Erench white fheet. I perceiv’d he was re-

folv’d to pluck a crow with me; therefore,

after drinking a dram, and encouraging

all, order’d all my men to their guns, to

behave themfelves courageoufly, and ex-
pected his broad-fide, which when within
piftol-thot he gave us, and his volley of
fmall fhot. Wereturn’d his civility very
heartily with ours; after which he fthot a
head of us, and brought to, and fell
along our larboard fide, and gave us his
other broad-fide, as we did him ; theneach
of us loaded and fired as faft as we could
until ten o’clock at night, when his fore top
maft came by the board; then he fell a
ftern of us, and made the beft of his way
to leeward, with his boat towing a head,
and took his leave of us. We gave him
a levet with our trumpets, and what guns,
we had loaded, to bid hira farewell, being
heartily glad to be rid of fuch a trouble-
fome gucft, and flood w0 our former
courfe W. by S. I was extreamly glad
that, by God’s affiftance, we defended the
thip, tho’ fhe was moft mifcrably fhatter’d
and torn in her maft and rigging, having
had eleven fhot in our main maft, three
quite thro” him, and feveral lodg’d in him
and gaul’d him flanting three or four
inches deep, eight fhot in our fore maft, two
quite thro’ 5 our main top fhot to pieces;
our main top maft fplinter’d half a way ;
our mizen yard fhot in two pieces; our-
fprit fail op maft jack and jack ftaff fhot
away ; our antient {taff’ thot by the board,
fo that had no colours flying moft part of
the engagement, but the king’s pendant,
which by authority of my letter of mart,
I fought under ; we had feveral fhot thro’
our yards, with much more too long to
infert.  As to the rigging, I know not
how to begin or end with it, ’twas fo tore
by long barsof iron they fired 5 our main
throuds we were forc’d to knot in fourtecn
places, and had but one fhroud ftanding of
the larboard fide, when Adoifieur towed
off. We knotted our fore fhrouds in nine
places ; our main top chain and main tie
were fhot to pieces, fothat the yard hung
wholly by the parrel and pudding : our
ftayes, fheets, and tacks, were fhot in
feveral places ; and of the running rigging
few or none efcap’d their fmall fhot, which
flew very thick ; we had not above thirty
fhot placed in our hull, four of which were
under water: He fired very high for the
moft part, at our maft, yards, and rig-
ging, to bring our maft by the board,
and had we had a top fail gale, they muft
have all gone away, butit was our good
fortune to have fmooth water, (a thing
not common inthat place) and little wind,
until we had opportunity, by ftoppers,
preventers, Knotting, and fplicing, to fe-
cure them indifferently : We fired low all
into his hull, and loaded our low guns *
(which were all demiculverin) conftantly
with both double and roynd fhot, and our

quarter
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quarter decl guns with round fhot, and tin
cales full of musket bullets, fo that we
muft cereainly have Lkill’d him a great ma-
ny men 3 our three boats and booms were
thot thro’ in many places; and we had a
fuit of fails quite fpoil’d, fome being fhot
thro’ like ftrainers. We had five men
kill’d out-right, and about thirty-two
wounded 5 among the laft was my brother,
my guanner, carpenter, and boatfwain;
the carpenter had his arm fhot off, and
three others their legs; five or fix of my
beft men weredreadtully blown up by their
carelefsnefs, inlaying the lighted matches
among fome cartridges of powder; our
harper had his fcull fractur’d by a fmall
thot; the reft are but flight fmall fhot,
and fplinter wounds, and bruifes, and hope
will do all well ; our furgeon, Mr. #illiam
Gordon, being a diligent man, and an ex-
cellent artift in his profeflion. The fight
latted fix hours, from fourtill ten o’clock,
being all that while within piftol-fhot, little
wind, and fmall water, and firing asfaft as
both fidescould load our guns. Weoften
gave them huzza’s during the engagement,
and they would anfwer with Vive le roys s
but when he towed away under our ftern
his note was chang’d, for I never heard fuch
dreadful fcreeching and howling as was on
board of him, fo that he muft needs have
a gréat many men wounded. I judg’d him
to be about 48 guns, and a man of war.
After he left us we fteer’d W. by S. with a
imall galeat N. E.and fpent all the night in
fixing our rigging as well as we could, to be
in fome pofture to receive him, if he fhould
incline to have another bout with us in the
morning ;5 but our men being tired all day,
and the beft of them kill’d or wounded, we
could do but little, tho® they had all the
encouragement that I could give them, and
as much punch as they would drink: This
morning, when it was light, we faw the
enemy about three leagues diftance, ftand-
ing to the northward from us, having, I
prefume, had his belly-full the night be-
tore, and which, without fallacy, I was very.
glad of, not defiring to have any more to
do with fuch a quarrclfome fellow.

Since my arrival in Englaid from Guiney
I have been inform’d by capt. Peter W all,
who had been taken by the thip we fought
with fome fhort time before I met with
her, and was on board her with his men
prifoners at the time of my engaging with
her, viz. that the was the Louis of St. Malo,
" capt. a¢ Gra commander, mounted with
52 guns, and mann’d with 280 men,
newly come out; that we had kill’d him
fixty-three men and wounded feventy odd 5
that after our battle the next morning he
fene the fud capr. ull and fome other
prifoncrs in his boat athore on Teneriff,

Vor. VL.

and made the beflt of his way for Liva, to

ut afhore his wounded men, and refic his
thip, which was very much fthatter’d and
damag’d; that the Carary merchants faw
the engagement while light, and heard the
guns when dark; that they intended to
make me a prefent had I put into Oratava
road ; but I knowing nothing of their de-
fign, thought myf{clt very happy in having
fav’d my fthip, and fo procecded on my
voyaae tor the coaft of Gainey.

Friday the 24th. Thefe twenty-four
hours we have fpent in knotting our
throuds, and fixing our other rigging as
well as we could; knotted our main throuds
in fourteen places, and the fore-flirouds in
nine, and after fet them up very tort, to
fecure our poor fhatter’d mafti we were
forc’d to keep our chain-pump and both
hand-pumps conftantly going, to keep the
thip free, the making a great deal of water,
through the four fhot-holes receiv’d under
water, which we could not come at to {top
elic¢tually by reafon of the fea. This day
we liv’d on bread and cheefe and punch,
not being able to drefs any meat, by reafon
our hearth and furnaces were fhot thro’,
which our armourer was about mending,.
We had a hogthead of brandy fhot in our
lazaretta, whofe lofs we much regretted.
We had a fine gale of wind at N. E. by E.
with which fteer’d away W.S.W. the poor
fhip looking miferably with her fhot rig-
ging dangling about, and as full of fplin-
ters as a carpenters yard of chips.

Saturday the 25th. From noon yefter-
day we have had a fine gale of wind at
N.E.and E. N. E. fteering S. W. with our
topfails low fet, for fear of ftraining our
thatter’d maft. At fix in the evening ye-
fterday the ifland of Fero (in the latitude
27° 30’ N.) bore S. S. E. diftance feven
leagues. At nine this morning bracing our
main-yard, about ten foot of the ftarboard
yard-arm broke, being fhot above half
thro’ in that place. At ten this morning
the 'ifland of Fero being juft difcernible,
bore of us N. E. diftance by eflimation
twelve leagues, trom which I take my de-
parture for St. 7ago,there to flop my leaks,
fit my maft and yards, and get fome frefh
provifions for my wounded poor men,
which are a moft difmal fpectacle. Difle-
rence of -latitude and departure made at

- noon this day from the ifle of Fero is as

follows,
Latitude 27° : 30
South made 35
Latitude  26° : 55’

Wefling made from I'ero is 29 miles.
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Sunday the 26th. Yefterday in the even-
ing we fet up our fhrouds tort again, the
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heat of the weathzr and the drawing of the
knots having much flacken’d them; our
fhot mizzen-yard being fplic’d and fifh’d,
we bent 2 new mizzen to him, and got him
up and fet him; we unbent our forefuil,
(which had thirty large fhot-holes thro’
him, fome half-yard wide, done with the
long bars of iron they fired, and innume-
rable musket-fhot holes) and brought to
another ; we woolded three large crows to
the foremaft, to fuccour a great gaul about
“eight inches deep which he had receiv’d in
the engagement, about ten foot above the
torecaftle; fet our carpenters to work about
‘mending the fhot-holes in our bolts. Laft
night took up both reefs in each of our
topfails, and were forc’d to go with them
about two foot above the caps, for fear of
carrying our maft away. Now having be-
gun to come into the trade-winds way, had
fine fteady gales at E. S. E. fteering away
S.S. W. At noon this day we had good
obfervation. Diltance run per log 146';
wefting before 29 5. now 57; total wefting
from Fero, 86 miles.

Monday the 27th. Yefterday’s evening
our carpenters fpent in mending the bot-
tom of our yaul, fo that now we have one
boat that will fwim, ready to be hoifted
out upon any fudden accident, of a man
falling over-board, or the like. We kept
our pumps conftantly plying, to free the
thip, in which the royal African company’s
foldiers did us good fervice in the day-
time. We had a fine curious gale, veer-
ing from E. N. E. to E. by S. fteering
all night S. S. W for St. Fago, one of the
cape de Verd iflands. This morning as
foon as it was clear light we faw a fhip
upon our weather-bow, bearing of us
S. by W. diftance about a league, ftanding
as we did ; immediately we call’d up all
hands to put the fhip 1n a fighting pof-
ture, and in truth our men were very dex-
trous at it, fo that we were clear for a
fight in lefs than an hour’s time (being
improv’d by the laft engagement ;) in
about half an hour after we were every
way ready, we perceiv’d her to hale clofe
upon a wind, crouding with all the fail
fhe could towards the Barbary coaft; fhe
feem’d to us a good thip, and I do believe
it might be capt. Danicll in the Mediterra-
nean, bound to Angola ; when we faw him
fhun us we kept on our own courfe S.S. W.
being not very defirous to force a quarrel,
having fo lately been well bang’d, tho’ all
our men that were unwounded were very
refolute to give him a rough falute, had he
had any thing to fay to us; he keeping ftill
clofe hal’d, about twelve a-clock was out
of fight.  We then put our half ports on
again, unflung our yards, and got off our
clofe quarters, and fct our carpenters about

mending the reft of our boats.  This fulfe
alarm hinder’d the paying of our tropick
bottles. At noon this day we had good ob-
fervation, diftance run ger log 160; courfe
S. S. W. latitude 22° 3175 welting before
86; now 61; total 147. This day our
bag-piper’s leg was cut o a little bilow
the knee.

Tue/day the 28th. Thefe twenty-four
hours we have had a fine gale of wind at
E.S. E. fteering away S.S. W. diftance run
per log 186'; employ’d our carpenters
about mending our long-boat, and our
men that were clear of the pumps in pick-
ing of oacum. T his morning our furgeon
cut off Thomas Cronow’s leg 3 at noon had
good obfervation ; latitude 20° 12/ weft-
ing 63 : total wefting from Fero 210 miles.

Wednefday the 29th. Thefe twenty-four
hours we have had good weather, and a
fine fteddy gale of wind at E. N. E. fteer-
ing away S.S. W. diftance run per log 155
miles. At noon this day had good obfer-
vation ; latitude 18° 20’; welting before

210, now 59; total wefting 269. This

morning we made an end ot mending and
calking our long-boat.

Thurfday the 3oth. Thefe twenty-four
hours we have had a fine gale of wind at E.
and E. N. E. fteering S. S. W. till 8 this
morning, we faw [fla de Sal bearing S. E.
by S. eight leagues off, and appearing in
three {mall high hummocks, like three
diftin¢t iflands 5 having hal’d up S. for a
little time to make it plainer, we fteer’d
away S. by W. for St. 7ago. At noon this
day had good obfervation in 16° 52/ N,
the northmoft hummock of Sa/ then bear-
ing E. LS. diftant five leagues per eftima-
tion ; then appear’d a fingle hummock far
diftant from the other three, which was the
ifland Bonavifta, bearing E. S. E. 1 S. dif-
tant eight leagues. We could fee no land
Jjoynany of the hummocks of Sa/ together.
The true latitude of the N. end ot Sa/ is
16° 50’5 and the true wefting from Fero to
the ifland Sa/ is 102 leagues ; wefting made
thefe twenty-four hours 33 ; before 269
total wefting made from Fero 302. At
noon this day fetting off my reckoning
upon the plat, we found thereby that the
N. end of Sa/ ought then to bear of me E.
diftant four leagues, fo that I was by my
dead reckoning but one league to the E.
too much, as I found by fetting the ifland.
Yefterday in the evening we rattled our
fhrouds, and this day mended our fhatter’d
main-top, and let one recf out of our top-
fails.

Friday the 1ft.  All thefe twenty-four December.

hours we have had a fine gale of wind at
E. fteering S. by W. till twelve laft nighte;
the wind fcanting we hal’d up S. till feven
this morning, when we defery’d the N.

point
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Africa and Barbadocs.

point of St. 7ago, bearing S. by W. diftant
8 leagues; then hal’d clofe S. by E. and
S. S. E. that we might be fure to weather
the ifland ; about ten faw Santa Mayo,bear-
ing S. E.by E. feeming like a fmall hum-
mock about feven leagucs off. At noon
this day had good obfervation in latitude

183

15° 27’ N. the N. point of St. Figo (on Puities.

which is a very high and fteep hill) then
bearing W. S. W. diftant fix leagues, the
body of the ifle of AMay S. E. by E. fix
leagues, feeming as underneath 1s pour-
tray’d.

SANTA MAYO.

E.S. E. 6 leaguss.

S. E. by E. 6 leagues

S. E. 8 leaguss.

\
)

b
,;2 v

Saturday the 2d. From noon yefterday
until fix in the evening we fteer’d S.S. E.
and S. E. by S. along the ifland of St. Fago,
at which time took in our fmall, and hal’d
up our low fails, and ftood to the E. off,
under our topfails only, Santa Mayo then
bearing E. N. E. diftance five leagues,
and the S. E. point of St. fago S. S. W.
diftance three leagues. At ten we brac’d
our foretopfail to the maft, and lay by
for day-light to get into the harbour of
Praya, to refit our fhip; at fix in the
morning made fail and ftood in for the
port, and about ten we got in, off of the
fteep heads on the ftarboard fide going in
(which feem asif they were cut even down
with a fpade.) We found foundings as
follow, viz. off the firft had ten fathom,
then nine, then eight, then feven, when
we let go our anchor in the midft, between
the ftarboard fhore and the little ifland on
the larboard or W. fhore going in, which
ifland bore, when at an anchor, due W.
of us, the fteep point over-againtt it N. E.
the fort and church on the top of the hill
N. W. by W. We rid fomewhat more
than a cable’s length from each fhore, and
about a mile from the bottom of the bay,
which is fine and fandy, with a large cocoa-
nut orchard ncar the water-fide. We veer’d
out onc third of our fmall-bower, with
which we brought to, and carry’d out a
{tream-anchor and hawfer to the W. N. W,
to fteddy the fhip on the land-breczes.
FHere the trade-winds conftantly blow be-
tween the N.N.E. and E. N. E. the night
is coramonly calin, and towards morning

you have for moft part fmall breezes off
the land : we rid here as in a mill-pond,
and the ground is very clean and fandy.
The ifland of St. Fago lies in the latitude
15° 25’ N. being full of barren high moun-
tains, on which are bred vaft numbers of
jackanapes, the leaft I ever met with ; they
are fold for a trifle, but the leaft cold kills
them. The ifland extends about twenty
leagues in length, S. E. and N. W. its
greateft breadth is about ten leagues, E. N.
E. and W. S. W. The beft road in the

(W V ]
December,
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ifland is port de Praya, where there is good [Se¢ Plare

fandy ground, and fafe riding with a fmall
fcope of cable. Near the cod of the bay
is a very large cocoa-nut orchard, with
plenty of fruit, in which near the fea-fide
is a large hole, where they told me there
us’d to be frefh water to fupply fhipping ;
but at my being there I faw not one drop,
fo that we were forc’d to fill what we did

‘at a well, inclos’d with a ftone wall, which

reach’d from the bottom about two foot
above the ground; the water therein was
about a foot and half deep, which, being
oblig’d to hand up in buckets, occafion’d
a tedioufnefs in filling our casks, and dif-
turb’d the water to that degree, that it was
as thick as puddle, fo that it ferv’d us for
no other ufe but to boil our provifions
with ; the well is three good cables length
diftant from the fea, which occafion’d us
great trouble, as well as damage to our
casks, in rolling them fo far over fharp
rocky fragments, which the way along the
orchard-wall to the well is tull of, they
dropping from the impending hill. As

foon



184

PuaiLLivs.

NN

December
1693.

A Journal of a Payage to

foon as we came to an anchor we faluted
the ifland with five guns, but were anfwer’d
only with three, which diftinction I did
not well relifh, having the king’s jack and
pendant flying ; but nat knowing how to
help it, we went about getting our boats
out, which when we were bufy about, there
was a gun fired from the little fort on the
brow of the hill, to command us afhore,
which we regarded not, but purfu’d our
bufinefs; ina fhort time there was another
fired, and foon after a third, with a fhot,
which dropt half way betwcen the fort
and our fhip: being loth to make them
wafte more of their powder and ball, our
pinnace being ready, myfelf and one of
the African company’s factors, my doctor
and purfer, went in her afhore, where
when we arriv’d we found a dozen of half-
ftarv’d foldiers attending our landing ;
they had each a long fword and a lance,
but they look’d more like skeletons than
men, and fo very ragged, that, if the pro-
verb be true, they were all heathen philo-
fophers. Being landed, we were recciv’d
by thofe lank gentlemen with a fort of
civil ftatelinefs, and conduéted towards
the hill where their commanding officer
expected us; we accompany’d them up
a craggy, lteep, uncouth way, till at length,
half out of breath, we reach’d the fum-
mit, where we were receiv’d by a well-
look’d old man, who, after the civility
of our hats, and bidding us welcome, de-
fired us to walk on with him, which we
did, and in our paffage the firft fight I
met with was a cow kill’d and skinn’d,
and cut into divers fmall mefles, moft
naufeoufly mangled in the butchering, and
as lean as the guard. 1 was forry to fee
fuch a fample of their -provifions, fince I
had occafion for fome quantities, to nou-
rith and fupport our poor wounded men,
of which we had above thirty. The of-
ficer feeing me eye the meat, offer’d to
prefent me with fome of it to fend aboard 3
I civilly thank’d him, and declin’d his
proffcr, well knowing the Portugueze don’t
ule to make prefents but with expecta-
tion of ten times the value in return, but
told him, If be could provide me fome cows
againft the morning I would buy them, if not
too dear : he reply’d, That none but the
governor, who liv’d at St. Jago town, the
metropolis of the ifland, three leagues to the
W. of us, durft fell any cattle s but for other
provifions, that the country people would
bring down fume to the fea-fide in the morn-
ing to trade with ws. By this time he had
led us to an old houfe, which we afcend-
ed by a crazy pair of ftairs into a large
open room, where being feated, he began
to interrogate us, who we weie 2 whence

>J
we came? and whither bound 2 in which

having fully fatisfy’d him, I demandeg
the reafen ¢f bis firing fo eagerly and often
to command us afbore : he reply’d, That
pyrates frequently came in there under Eng-
Lih colours, and that in truth be bimjelf
being upon the outward flecp point, clofe 1o
which we fleer’d coming in, aid feeing our
Jails full of fhet-boles, concluded us to be one,
which was the reafon of bis earncfinefs for
our comiiiy afbore : therefore, tor his bet-
ter fatisfuction, I fhew’d him my letter of
mart, which he receiv’d with much refpeét.
Afterwards we fell into a general wlk
of the ftate of affairs in Europe, then of
navigation, the coaft and trade of Guiney,
which he had been all over, and gave a
very good account of ; and indeed thro’
all our difcourfe I found him to be a
man of gencral knowledge and experience,
and of a more civil and condefcending
temper than is ufually found among the
Portugueze, which prompted me to ask
him, If be was of that nation 2 He afiur’d
me, be was nothing a-kin to them, but was
a Flanderkin, born in Oftend, wlo bad,
by great promifes from the Governor at Lis-
bon, been perfuaded to accompany bim to
this place, where, when be arriv’d, be found
Jo little performance, that be would be glad
any manner of way to relurn into bis own
country. I offer’d him his paffage with
me gratis, and affur’d him of a hearty
welcome, and to fend my boat any where
for him the night before I fhould fail, and
to put him athore in Guiney, Barbadoes, or
England, as he fhould choofc 5 he thank-
fully acknowledg’d my kindnefs, but told
me, be was fo narrowly watch’d when any
Shipping lay there, that it was impoffible for
bim to get aboard. By this time one of the
guard came in great hafte to acquaint him
he faw the lieutenant-governor coming,
whereupon we all walk’d to the gate to
attend him, whence we faw him riding,
without any attendance, as faft as his mule
could carry him, which ran up and down
the craggy fteep hills as freely and firmly
as our horfes can do in a fimooth road.
Asfoon as he arriv’d and alighted, the old
officer paid his refpects to him in a moft
cringing fervile manner, he not taking the
Jeaft notice of him, which troubled me,
to fee that age, experience, and worth,
thould be fo undervalued and trampled
upon by a young boy that had nothing
in him but power, pride, and emptinefs;
for T am certain he could not be twenty
years old, and had the moft abject mean
prefence that I have feen. We gave him
the civility of our hats, he hardly vouch-
fafing to touch his, but gave us many dif-
daintul looks and glances, and refiity’d
fo much fupercilioninefs in all his carriage
to us, that 1t began to flir the old man

in
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in me, and made me put on a refolution thigh, which they would aften take up Punrirs.
to return him his civilities in his own to fhew us their merchandize. We were "2V

way, hardly giving him an anfwer taany inform’d that the gavernor was at church 3 Dl‘:;‘;‘.b'

ud

thing he afk’d me, but wholly applying
my difcourfe to the firft old officer, and
eying him with as little regard as he had
done us. By which ufage I perceiv’d he
began to be fenfible of his error, and a
little mere civil: but in truth I could
not {fmother my refentment fo foon ;
therefore in brief I reply’d to him, who
and whence we were, and whither bound,
and that we had put in here only to fll
water, and purchafe provifions if we might
have it. Then he enquir’d of me about
our engagement with the Frenchman, de-
firing a relation of it? I told him, We
had met, fought, and got clear of a
French man of war, but that my bufi-
nefs aboard was fo prefling, that I could
not then fpare time to give him a parti-
cular account of the aéion, but that I
would fhortly come to St. Fago to wait
upon, and pay my refpets to the gover-
nor ; and fo left him with as little cere-
mony as he met us, and went directly
aboard.

Sunday the 3d. After we came aboard
yefterday we unbent the main-fail; and
having lower’d the yard, got it fore and
aft, in order to fplice a piece ten foot long
to the ftarboard yard arm, where it was
broke. About three o’clock this morn-
ing got our guns over, and gave the fhip
a heel to port, in order to ftop our leaks
on the ftarboard fide, where we receiv’d
three fhots und¢r water afore the cheftree.
Our carpenters fpent till two in the evening
in ftopping them, our men in the mean
time giving the fhip a fcrub as low as
they could: then we heel’d the fhip the
other way, and found a very large fhot-
hole in the larboard-bow, abouta foot un-
der water. Our carpenters fpent the reft
of the day in ftopping that, and righted
the fhip before night. About nine this
morning I went with fome of my officers
to pay my refpelts to the governor at St.
Jago town, having our trumpets in the
pinnace’s head. After we had row’d about
feven miles, we came about a point into
the bay near the town. We run our boat
afhore right againft the gate; where being
landed, and feeing only a few negroes
and children, our trumpets founded a le-
vet, which foon brought an officer down
to us, who conduéted us to the governor’s
palace at the upper part of the town;
where we faw no body but negroe women,
who talk’d to us many fmutcy Englifh
words, making lafcivious undecent ge-
ftures with their bodies, which were all
naked, excepting a little clout about their
wafte, hanging down to the middle of the

Vor. VL

but our trumpets had alarm’d him fo,
that we had not waited lang ere he ap-
pear’d, advancing towards usat the head
of the congregation. There were two

young captains and the prieft accom- Vi to the
panied him, his horfe being led after £2veror-

bim in pretty good equipage. When he
was come where we were, we faluted him
with our hats, which he and his company
return’d very courteoufly. Then he de-
fired us to ‘walk in, and led us thro’ a
court into a large hut, with an iron bal-
cony facing the fea, towards which it had
a fine proipe¢t. After we were feated [
acquainted him we were come to pay our
refpets to him, and gave him an account
of our voyage, and what induced us to
put into his port, defiring he would per-
m.t us to furnith our felves with what
frefh water and provifions we had occa-
fion for. He reply’d, That fince he was
perfwaded we were upon an honeft account,
we might furnifh our felves with what ¢’er
the ifland afforded: which favour I thank-
fully acknowledged. Then he afk’d me
for news trom Europe. I gave him an
account of what I could recolleft, efpe-
cially of our fuccefles at fea, and that the
French did not dare appear fince we burnt
their thips at Cherburg and La Hoge, ex-
cepting fome fmall privateers and picke-
roons to moleft our trade; that our fleet
lay all the fummer before their ports, and
upon their coaft, deftroying it and bom-
barding their towns, but no Fresch flect
would appear to defend them. He feem’d
very unwilling to believe me, being, as I
found, in the French intereft, in praifc of
whofe bravery and ftrength he did much
enlarge. Next he enquir’d about our en-
gagement. 1 acquainted him with the
whole matter of fa¢t; and having an-
fwer'd his queftions about the encmies
force and our own, he fhook his head, and
told me, He could not tell how to per-
fwade himfelf it was poffible I could efcape
from a man of war of fifty guns. I re-
ply’d, ThatIwas very glad of my good
fortune, but that it was certainly fo; and
that if he would fend any one aboard to
fee my wounded men, and the pofture
my fhip was in, he would be convinc’d it

-was no jeft. I further affur’d him, that,

were he in Europe, he would underftand
and find by frequent inftances, that it was
no improbable nor uncommen thing for
our Engli/h merchant fhips to clear and
defend themfelves from the Freach men
of war and privateers, by plain downright
fighting, if they were not out-number’d.
After which he faid no more about that,

Bbb but
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but congratulated my good luck in faving
my -fhip. I fancy’d him all this time a
little uneafy by reafon he faw fo many of
my officers and paffengers with me, and
that he had an inclination to give me fome
treat, but that he was afraid they would
devour him; thercfore calling one of

- -themto me, I whifper’d him to go with

the reft and take a walk for an hour;
which they foon did,  making their excufe
to the governor, that they had a defire to
{ee the town, which he wasnot backward
to grant them, none remaining with me
but my brother. . Soon after they were
gone, we hada napkin laid, and a loaf
of good white bread; then he went into
the next room and brought out a box of
marmalad, and a fquare cafe bottle half
full of Madcira wine in which he drank
to me; but had it not been out of per-
fe&t civility, I had rather have pledg’d
him in water; for it was fo thick, foul
and hot, that it had like to have made
me commit an indecency in his excel-
lency’s prefence s but having laid a foun-
dation of good punch in the morning
aboard, it ftortify’d my ftomach fo as
that I had power to contain myfelf. When
our collation was over he began to enguire
of me what provifions I wanted, acquaint-
ing me that the cattle were fcveral miles
within land, that he had fent for fome,
and that none were allow’d to fell them
but himfelt'; which I told him I was very
glad of, becaufe I fhould have to do
with none but his excellency, and that
if he pleas’d I would take half a dozen
cows of him, and pay him in any goods
that we had on board. Then he de-
manded what goods we had? I nam’d
him powder and muskets. He reply’d,
he had ten thoufand good muskets in the
ifland, with ammunition fufficicnt for
them; which tho’ I knew to be rhodo-
mantado, I only anfwer’d, That he was
excellently well provided. Then I nam’d
him other goods, fuch as linen, painted
callicoes, fayes, perpetuanocs, iron, brafs,
pewter, &c. all which he flighted, de-
claring he would difpofe of none of his
cattle but for ready money. I gave him
to underftand that I had none of that,
nor was it cuftomary for merchants fhips
to carry monics with them to purchafe
neceflaries, havingeither credit where they
come, or eirets to raife money with:
more cipecially in my voyage to Guiney,
where we had many good factories, and
where our Ewxropean coins were not paf-
fable. But notwithftanding what I urg’d,
I found him porfift in his refolution to
difpofe of none but for ready cath. But
whatever he pretended, I fancy the chief
rcafon was, that he had few or none to

difpofe of, elfe he would not have flighted
fuch commodities as I offer’d in exchange,
moft of which I knew to be very eftimable
at Lifbon, much more at fuch a diftant
ifland as his: however, he gave me per-
miflion to buy what goats, {heep, &c. [
could of the inhabitants in truck, and fo
ended our difcourfe upon that topick.
Next he ask’d me for fome of our Egft
India commanders, whomhe nam’d ; and
going into the next room, brought out
two or three £ngli/b walking canes, which,
he told me, they had prefented him when
here, which he efteem’d fo much, that he
would highly value and keep them while
he liv’d, in refpet to them that gave
them, ftill having an eye upon that in my
hand, which was a pretty clouded cane
with an engrav’d filver head. I foon
guefs’d what he drove at ; and not know-
ing how handfomely to come off (for now
he began to handle and commend my cane)
and perceiving no other remedy, I told
him, That fince my firft arrival in the
ifland, I had intended to make his ex-
cellency fome prefent, and had been often
confidering what might be moft accept-
able to hin, and was very glad now to
find that he had fuch a value for canes,
and begg’d that he would be pleas’d to
accept that which I had, as a token of
my refpects, that thereby I might have
the honour of fome place in his remem-
brance, as well as my brethren the Eaf
India captains.  He recciv’d the cane and
compliment with abundance of pleafure
and fatistaction, as was manifeft by his
countenance as well as his words, afluring
me, that he fhould never fee that cane
but he fhould remember me with efteem,
and fo immediately convey’d it and the
reft out of my fight. Afterwards I gave
him an invitation to come and dine aboard
our fhip, where he fhould find a cordial
welcome, as well as all due refpect.  He
receiv’d the invitation kindly, but affur’d
me, that he had not becn on board any
thip fince he had been governor there, and
that if he were inclin’d to go, the inha-
bitants would lofe their lives cre they
would permit him, left any harm fhould
befal him, or tricks be put upon him, as
there have been on fome governors of thefe
iflands, by pirates and privatcers, who,
when they have got them aboard, have
carry’d them away, if they did not forth-
with give orders to bring them fuch a
quantity of provifions as they demanded,
for which they would pretend to give a
bill of exchange payable at Lezdon, but
drawn upon Joby a-Nckes, or the pump
at Algate, as Azvery’s bill was to the go-
vernor of St. Thomas’sifle. Being in the
balcony with his excellency, I enquir'd if

there
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bay, which I found cover’d with ragged Puiries.

there were any good Madeira wine to be
bought there? He told me, There was;
and a Portuguefe, in a handfome garb, juft
then walking in the ftreet under us, the
governor call’d to him, and ask’d, If he
had any wine to truck for merchandize ?
Affoon as he heard and faw the governor,
he took off his hat, made a profound
bow, and fell upon his knee in the ftreet,
and then anfwer’d, That he had a barrel
of wine to difpofe of, but that he muft
have money for it; but the governor ac-

quainting him that I had none, and that-

he had no more to fay to him, he rofe;
and having made another humble cringe,
walk’d with his hatin his hand till out of
fight. By this time my officers return’d,
-and I took my leave of the governor.
We parted very kindly, with a promife
of fending him a Chefbire cheefe next day.
This governor was of a very fmall ftature,
about fifty years of age, of a noble fa-
mily in Portygal. His complection was
fwarthy, his afpet mean, and his cloaths
very ordinary. - He had a long black wig
which reach’d to his middle, but fome-
body had pluck’d.out all the curls. He
- feem’d to me to be a man of good parts,
experiencc and fubtlety. The toundation
of his houfe is as high as the tops of moft
of the other houfes in thc town, which
lies-in a bottom under it, and may con-
tiin about two hundred houfes in all,
among which there is a convent,a nunnery,
and a good large church ncar the cattle,
which lics on a hill on the caft fide of the
town. It makes a pretty good fhew at
fea, and is mounted with twelve guns.
Here is a bifhop fent from Lifbon: and
in the town the majority of the inhabitants
are Portugucfe, but in the reft of the ifland
there are twenty blacks to one Portuguefe.
Thro’ the middle of the town there runs a
fmall brook, which paffes thro’ the foot of
the town wall, and emptics itfelf into the
fea. ’Tis about eight yards broad, and
about a foot deep. The road here of
St. Jago is fmaller and more open than
Praya, and the ground fouland rocky.
We had an alfefes to wait upon us to the
boat; which having enter’d and put off,
we gave them a farewel with our trumpets,
and row’d away for our fhip, and got
aboard about four in the evening,.
Monday the 4th. This day our carpen-
ters {plic’d a piece to the main-yard, and
clap’d two good iron hoops and two
wooldingsup it. We unbent our thot top-
fails, and brought others to the yards;
fitted our fhatter’d main-ftay, fent the
longboat for water, of which fhe fill’d
fixtcen punchions.  We had fine weather,
and a curious cafy gale at N. E. In the

morning I went afhore at the cod of the

merchants 3 fome with oranges, lemons, Doy
cocoa-nuts,pine apples, bananas, (¢, Here

one with a couple of fmall hens in his
hand, there another with a little monkey
upon his knee ; a little farther, one with
a goat betwixt his legs, another necar him
witha hog ty’d to his arm, and our fea-
men fo bufy trafficking with them for old
ragged fhirts, drawers, or any other move-
ables ( for nothing came amifs ) that the

trade was very brisk and diverting. Af.

ter we had pleas’d our fclves fome time
with this rag market, we walk’d up the
hill to deliver the cheefe I had promis’d

the governor, which I intrufted with the -

before-nam’d old officer, prefenting him-
felf with another. Here I met with a
gentleman of the ifland who was come on
purpofe to offcr to fupply me with what
provifions I wanted, and to take what
money I could muiter, and the reft in
goods for it. I gove him orders for fif-
teen goats, ten theep, four hogs, fixty
hens, five hundred oranges, and five hun-
dred lemons, which he promis’d fhould

be ready at the fea fide in the morning. -

I had this time more Icifure to furvey the
little garrifon on the hill, where there are
about eight {mall houfes, moft of them
rcady to tumble down.
the beft, and next the corps de guard. On
the weft brow of the hill is a little breaft-
work, thro’ which peep fix {inall iron mi-
nion guns, fo much out of kelter, that
they were ready to tumble out of their
carriages. Except a crofs or two I faw
nothing more worth notice there. I would
have had the old officer gone off to dine
with me, but he refus’d, telling me, It
was as much as his life was worth to at-
tempt it. And indeed they are fo jealous
of the inhabitants going off with fhips
that call here, that they do not keep a
boat in the ifland, at leaft I faw none here
nor at St. fago town; and a guard is kept
conftantly along the marine while any
fhips are in port, to prevent it.  There
are vaft numbers of goats, I having feen
three or four flocks near the fhip, in cach
of which there could not be lefs than 500.
Their fheep are but ordinary, their hogs
indifferent, and fo are their poultry. Their
lemons and limes are good 3 but their Chi«
na oranges are the beft T ever met with,
I think exceeding thofe of Liflon, and fo
common, that for an old rag you may
buy an hundred. There is in this bay great
plenty of fifh, and very good.  With our
hooks we catch’d them as faft as we could
hale them in; butwith our fayne, which
we hal’d two or three times in the little
fandy bay near the caft point coming in
(as appears in the preceding draught) we

caughe
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eaught fuch quantities, that our men not
being able to eat themall, they dried and
falted 2abundance.

This ifland of St. Fago is the largeft of
the Cape de Verdes, or, as they were an-
tiently calPd, the Gorgades; the reft of
the iflands, which are nine, being fubor-
dinate to this governor, They were dif-
cover’d, according to Dr. Heylin, in the
year 3440. by a Genoe/e whofe name was
Antonio de Noli, employ’d thereto by
and at the charge of duke Hewry, a
younger fonof Jobn the I. king of Por-
tugal. The town of St. Fago was taken
firt by Sir Francis Drake in 1585, and
by Sir Anthony Shirley in 1596. The
main trade of thefe iflands is in falt, and
that chiefly at Santa Mayo, where our
thips bound to Newfoundland generally go
to load it for curing their fith. Alfo

fome fhips call, in their way to our Ame- .

rican plantations, at this ifland, Bonavifia,
St. Nicolas, St. Vincents, &c. where they
purchafe afles very cheap, and come to
a good market for them at Barbadoes,
where all forts of brutes go off well.
They lie very convenient for the refrefh-
ment of fhipping in their way to Guiney or
the Eaft Indies, and few Englifb, Dutch, or
Lrench Eaft Indiamen but call here outward-
bound. Their own Brafil fleet never fails.
Thenegroes here go naked, except a cloth
about their middles, and a roll of linen
the women wear about their heads, The
cloaths they wear are of cotton, and che-
quer’d or ftrip’d with blue. I have been
told they make great quantities of thefe
cloaths to fell, being much efteem’d, and
a very good commodity upon the gold
coaft in Guiney ; but for my part I faw
none but what the women wore ; neither
did any body mention or offer any fuch
to me for fale. :

Tuefday the fifth. This morning, ac-
cording to promife, I found the provi-
fion we had befpoke at the water-fide,
which we bought very reafonably, and
paid for them three pounds in Spani/h
money which I had pick’d up among my
officers, and the reft in muskets, coral,
and painted linen. I went and took
leave of the old officer, intending to go
no more afhore, and about noon return’d
aboard, where our men were bufy fet-
ting our fhrouds well up fore and aft.
Our carpenters had faw’d a fpare main-
topmaft we had into two halves, with
which this morning they fifh’d the fore-
maft, which was very crazy. After hav-
ing fay’d and fpik’d the fithes, they
clap’d four good wooldings upon them.
We got up our low yards, and made all
clear to fail next morning. We had this
day a fine eafy gale at N. E. with fome

fmall fhowers of rain. Laft night Tho-
mas Cromow, an honeft ftout Welbman, .
one of our failors, died of his wounds

received in the late engagement ; one of
his legs being carry’d off about the ancle,
and half his other foot by the fame thot.
He was row’d fome diftance from the
fhip, and his body committed to the

eep.
Wedne/day the 6th. This morning at Trey lesve
four we got our ftream anchor and haufer . Jago.

aboard ; then having loos’d and hoifted
our top-fails, hove up our fmall bower,
and' ftood out to fea with the wind at.
N. E. a fine freth gale: at five were
without the point of the harbour ; then
fet fore-fail, main-fail, and fprit-fail, and
ftood away S. E. by E. for the coaft of
Guiney, with the wind a point large. At
noon this day we had good obfervation of
thelatitudein 14° 45’ N.; S.23/; W. 43
the S. E. point of St. Fago bearing N. W,
by N. diftant fix leagues, and the S. .
end of the ifle of May N.by E. diftant
eight leagues, from which I take my de-
parture.  As we lay in the port of Prays

we faw the ifland Fuego over the weft ftand Fu-
point of the harbour. It fmoak’d all day, cgo.

and all night we perceiv’d it belch fparkies
of fire very thick.

Thurfday the 7th. At noon yefterday
the S. end of the ifle of May bore N.
by E. diftant twenty-four miles: from
which time till noon this day we fteer’d
away S, E. by E. having run per log an
hundred and fourteen miles; had good
obfervation this day, latitude 13° 33/,
eafting 9o’. Yefterday in the evening we
clean’d all fore and aft between decks;
and having cover’d the gratings clofe with
tarpaulins, we burnt three buckets of
tar to keep the fhip wholfome, and pre-
vent infection and diftempers. We hoi-
fted in our pinnace and yaul; and having
clap’d the boat rope and a haufer upon
the longboat, tow’d her aftern. We un-
bent our cables, got up our anchors,
clap’d on haufe-boards, and took up one
reef in our top-fails.

Friday the 8th. From noon yefterday
we fteer’d S. E. by E. 112/, with a fine
freth gale at N. E. which towards noon
this day began to falter ; had good clear
weather, and obfervation of the latitude
in 12° 30’ N. Eaft departure made was
before 9o/, now g3, total 183",

Saturday the gth. Thefe twenty-four
hours we had a fmall gale of wind from
N. E. 1o E. by N. Diftance run per log
54’, latitude 12° 1/; ecafting before 183/,
now 43, total 226. This morning we
fold at the matt the cloaths of Gablier Led-
lers and Thomas Cronows, two of our men
that were kill’d in the late engagement.

Sunday
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reckoning, 8°49’; eafting before 428, PuiLLies.

Sunday the 1oth. From noon yefter-
day till eight in the evening we had very

. faint {fmall gales fhufiling trom E. by N.

Tornado.

to 5. with extraordinary flathes of light-
ning, and dreadful cracks of thunder,
and a difmal black sky ; wherefore we,
with expedition, handed all fails except
our fore-fail, and expelted fome violent
fquall. About ten we had a very hard
gult of wind at S. W. accompany’d with
heavy thowers of rain, and moft terrify-
ing thunder and lightning. It lafted un-
til twelve, at which time we had fine
clear weather, and a moderate gale at
S. S. E. veering to S. W. and fo to
W. N. W, we keeping our courfc S. E.
by E. The fmall tempeft we had was a
tornado, very frequent on the coaft of
Africa; which being the firft I ever was
in, did a little furprize me; for I never
heard fuch thunder, nor faw fo dreadful
a sky bcefore, nor fuch flathes of light-
ning, which I was fearful would fire the
fhip, it leaving a fulphureous fmell be-
hind it: but afterwards we had them fo
frequently, that we little regarded them,
having always timely notice of their com-
ing, to hule our fails up; which when
done we let them blow their fury over,
which was foon done, they feldom laft-
ing an hour, and near the coaft of Gui-
ney blowing generally off the fhore, fo
that there 1s but littde danger. Thefe
and the extraordinary thunder and light-
ning are a fure fign of approaching the
coalt of Guiney 5 tor on the fouth fide of
the line I fail’d four hundred leagues be-
tween two and three degrees fouth lati -
tude, in my paffage from the ifland St.
Thomas to Barbadees, and met with none
of them, nor thunder or lightning, but
fine fteady brisk gales between S. S. E.
and E. S. E. They fhift all round the
compafs in half an hour. Diftance run
thele twenty-four hours is 24, courfe va-
rious ; latitude, deduéting 5/ S. 11° 5673
eafting before 226, now 20, total 246.
Monday the 11th. From noon yefter-
day until eight at night we fteer’d S. E. by
E. 29’; then S. E. until noon this day,
when we had an obfervation in 10° 4073
wind at N. and N. N. E. frefh gale; eaft-
ing before 246, now 95, total 341.
Tuefday the 12th. From noon yefterday
until noon this day we fteer’d S. E. 124/
by the lug, with a fine gale of wind at
N. E. and N. N. E. and fmooth water.
At twelve had good obfervationin g° 12/
N. lutitude 5 and eaft departure, before
3.41, now 87, total 428.
iVedizcjday the 13th, Thefe twenty-four
hours we have had but a fmall gale of
wind at N. and N. E. fteering S. E.
Dillance run ger log 33’; latitude by
Vor. VI,

now 24; total 452. This morning we
catch’d a great fhark eight foot long,.
Tburfday the 14th. From noon yefter-
day until four we had a fmall top-gallant
gale at N. E. courfe flec:’d S. E. then

calm ull fix, when we had a faint breefe

at S. E. till ten; then becalm’d again till
eight this morning, when a gale fprung
up at W, S. W. frefhning ull twelve,
We lying up S. E. had good obfervation
in 8° 3475 eafting before 452, now 6 ;
total 458.

Friday the 15th. Between one and
two in the evening yefterday we had
heavy fhowers of rain, with an eafy gale
of wind at N. W, by W. fteering S. E.
by E. Diftance run per log 54. By
noon this day the wind veer’d to S. W,
a fine gale, but clofe cloudy weather,
Latitude, by reckoning, 8¢ 4/ N. eaft-
ing before 458, now 45 ; total 503.

Saturday the 16th.  Thefe twenty-four
hours we fteer’d S. E. by E. with a fine
top-gallant gale from W. S, W, to ‘W,
N. W. Wecather clofe and cloudy, with
great thunder and lightning all round.
‘This morning we had a moft hideous
black sky, which occafion’d usto hand
all our fails except the fprit-fail, expect-
ing a ftrong tornado ; but it all ended in
moft feverc fhowers of rain, which con-
tinu’d from nine till twelve o’clock.  Di-
ftance run per logis 53/; latitude, by
reckoning, 7°37’; ealting before 503,
now 40; total 543.

Sunday the 17th. From ncon yefter-
day we have had a very black fky, with
much rain, thunder and lightning, until
eight this morning, when we had a fine
gale at E. N. E. and L. but at twelve
were becalm’d, when we had good ob-
fervation in 7° 7/ N. eafting before 543,
now 41 3 total 584.

Monday the 18th. Yefterday from
twelve we lay becalm’d until fix in the
evening, when we had a fmall gale at N.
fteering S. E. by E. till twelve; then
E. S. E. till ten this morning, at which
time the gale died away. Diftance run
per log 535 latitude, by reckoning, 6°
44’5 eafting before 584, now 47; total
631. This day had feveral fhoals of
fith about the fhip. -

Tue/day the 19th. Thefe twenty-four
hours we have had but fmall breefes from
W. to S. W. fteering E. S E. and E.
by S. until four this morning ; at which
time it fell ftark calm, and continued fo
until noon, with moft exceffive heat.
Diftance run perlog 195 latitude by rec-
koning 6° 39’ ; ealting before 631, now
18 5 total 649.

Ccc Wedne[day
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Wedne[day the 20th. We lay becalm’d
from noon yelterday till fix; then had a
fmall breefe at N. W. ull five in the
morning, when it fell calm again, and
continued fo till noon ; at which time
we had good obfervation in 6° 40’ N.
eafting before 649, now 12 ; total 661.

Thurfday the 21ft. Thefe twenty-four
hours we have had fmall faint gales from
N. W. to N. by E. we fteering due E.
Diftance run per log 28’35 had good ob-
fervation ; latitude 6° 42’3 eafting be-
fore 661, now 28 ; total 689.

Friday the 22d. Thefe twenty-four
hours we have had a fine gale of wind
between the W. and N. we fteering due
E. for cape Mount, we having been thefe
three days in the latitude of it; having
run 60’ by the log at eight o’clock this
morning ; at which time we defcried cape
Mount, bearing E. by N. diftant by efti-
mation fcven leagues, fhewing as in the

fubfequent figure. At noon this day we
had good obfervation in latitude 6° 36
N. the cape bearing then N. E. by N.
diftant four leagues; fo that I was off the
cape 12’ S. W.by S. which work’d gives
10’ S. and 6/ W, fo that by my obierva-

tion, which I judge to be very good, cape cape
Mbount lies in latitude 6° 46’ N. which is Mount.

more northerly than ’tis generally laid
down in the books and charts. At the
fame time heaving the lead, we had for-
ty-four fathom water, and dark fandy
oozy ground. I made E. departure from
Santa Mayo to cape Mount, exaltly 754
miles, or 251 leagues, as follows;
: Eafting before 689
Now 59
748
6

Total 754

Thus thews cape Mount {even leagues off, and at the bearings fet down.

E. by N.

E.N.E.1E,

* Saturday the 23d. From noon yefter-
day we fteer’d along fhore S. E. by E.
for cape Mousferadoe, with a fmall gale
of wind. In the night hove the lead fre-
quently, having eighteen and twenty fa-
thoms; in which depths we kept till day-
light, when we faw the cape, and foon
atter defcried three veflels riding at anchor
under it 3 one of which feem’d a large
thip. 'We not knowing what they might
be, made our fhip clear, and order’d all
things ready for a battle, when we per-
ceiv’d a boat rowing off towards us, who
having difcover’d what we were, came
aboard us, being the pinnace of the Eaft
India merchant, captain Shurley, my con-
fort, who had fent her to intreat me to
put in there to his afliftance, he having,

‘off the cape, had his fore-maft and fore-

yard fplit to pieces with a thunder-bolt,
and his fore-topgallant-fail fet on fire by
the precedent flath of lightning. I in-

tended to wood and water at Fuico, about
twelve leagues more to the E. where is
a good river, and plenty of wood; but
underftanding this difafter that had be-
fallen captain Shurley, 1 alter’d my re-
folution, and made all the way I could

to getinto Mounfiradoe road, which, with Cape
the fea breeze, Idid; and about four in Mounfe-

the evening let go my anchor in eight
fathom water, cape Muounferadoe bearing
then S. by W. diftant two miles, the
mouth of the river S. E. diftant 2 mile
anfan half. We found the other two
veflels to be one Gulbins an interloper
come from Barbadoes, chicfly laden with
rum, to trade for gold and flaves, of
which I bought about 500 galions of him
cheap, and fold it to good advantage ; the
other veffel was the Stanier floop, with
Mr. Colker on board her, who was agent
of Cherborough, and came thence to trade
along the coaft for teeth, .

Thus fhews cape Mounferadoe bearing N. four leagues off.

™~

Cape Mounferadoe is about fixteen
leagues diftant from cape Mount, there

being no high land between them. Cape
Mounféradoe is a round mountain, not
near
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near fo high as cape Meunt. Within it
to the N. N. E. is good riding in twelve,
ten, or eight fathom water. The beft

|
|
101 l
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this naturally does.  About three miles up MV
S Decemb.
this river we had good frefh water at low ¢

anchoring is in nine farhom, bringing
‘the cape to bear S. 2 W. of you, two
miles off. About a mile within the cape
is a fand on the fhore; and juft at the
beginning of the fand is a fine fmall ri-
vulet of curious clear cool water, which
diftils thro’ the woods and rocks, and
there empties itfelf into the fea. About
a cable’s length from which to the eaft
there are two pools of frefh water un-
der two great ftones. The pcople here
are civil and courteous, but great beg-
gars, the king and cappafhiers continu-
ally haunting us for dathes (which is their
word for prefents,) Here is itore of good
rice, and cheap, which they brought us
in abundance: and for our better conve-
niency of trading with them, aswell as to
lodge our carpenters that lay afhore in the
nights to cut wood, we erccted two tents
with old fails, upon the fpit of fand at
the mouth of the river. The chiet com-
modity we traded for was rice, of which
I bought about five tuns, paying moltly
for it in booges or cawries, which are
the goods they chiefly efteem, for a pint
of which we could buy 30 /b. of rice.
The other goods they approved of were
iron bars and red #elfb plains; but they
had nothing cenfiderable to trade with
us for them. 'We bought fome fowls of
them which they call Cocadecoes, being
not bigger than our Exgli/b chickens, and
eat dry. We alfo purchas’d fome limes,
wild oranges, pine apples, and two or
three fmall goats. They had a few fmall
elephants teeth, but not worth our regard.
About two miles E. S. E. and E. within
the cape, is a fine large river call’'d in
the Platts, Rio de St. Paulo 5 the name, I
prefume, given it by the Portugueze, who
were formerly the fole mafters, as well
as firft difcoverers of this coaft. About
% of a mile without the mouth of the
river is a bar, which, at high water, has
upon it four foot, and at low water two
and L, or three foot. The fea breaks
high upon it, efpecially when the fea
brecfe blows freth, which commonly be-
gins at nine or ten o’clock, and con-
‘tinues till towards the fame in the even-
'ing.  The deepeft water is near each
thore. Going in our long-boat which
drew three foot water, we always paft the
bar very well.

The river of St. Paul is a very pleafant
river, in fome places as broad as the
Thames at Leadon, and fring’d on cach
fide with thick groves of mangrove trees,
which are always green; fo that, in my
opinion, nothing can be painted to give a

water ; and about five miles up at high
water ; our long boat always bringing down
it five tons of good, without grounding any
where : One morning myiclf, and fome
officers, went in our pinnace about eight

miles up the river to vifit king Aidrew King An-

at his town.
monkeys on the trees, leaping from one
to the other; at fome of which we fhot,
but kill’d none. King Aidrew’s town lies
on the larboard fide of the river going up,
and about a quarter of a mile from the
river fide ; the landing to it being between
two high trees, where being arriv’d, we
were mct by Roy Andreo, and his nobility,
who conduted us thro’ the woods to an
open place, where the town lay, it bein
the only piece of ground I faw free from
woods in thefe parts, fo that I admire
where the vaft quantities of rice which they
have, do grow ; after welcoming us up-
on our entring the town, they led us to
their council-hall, wherc they mect to hear
all caufes, difpenfe juftice, and debate
their ftate affuirs : This judiciary is feated
in the mid{t of the town, the foundation
or floor being of clay rais’d about four
foot from the ground, and of a circular
figure 5 over it, fupported by pofts, is a
thed, or pent-houfe, thatch’d with palm
branches, to fhelter them from the fun or
rain 3 between the fhed and foundation ’tis
open on all fides, for the conveniency of
light and air, and is about twelve yards
diamcter. Here, when we arriv’d and had
climb’d up, wehad fome blocks of divers
figures broughtustofiton, as had king /-
drewand twoor three of hisgrandees,thereft
ficting behind crofs-legg’d on the ground ;
thefe ftools are about half a foot high, and
none of the better fort of negrocs go abroad
but have onc carried with them, which
they efteem a piece of ftate 5 being feated,
we had fome punch made, and opened our
knap-facks to eat a bit of neats-tongue, and
what other cold provifions we had brought
along with us; and having invited his
majeity and lords to our collation, and
diftributed fome amongft them, we were
furprized to fce each of them, inftecad of
falling to, go to a hole in the floor we cat
upon, and the king firft, and the refl fol-
lowing, with great devotion and fymp-
toms of forrow, dropt fome part of each
fort of meat we had given them into it,
and the fame of the punch, beer, brandy,
and rum we gave them, and after return’d
and cat and drank moft voracioufly, his
majcfty and court being very glad of the
roots and parings of the tongues, and
what clfe we could notcat. I enquir’d of
them

In our paffage we faw feveral drew.
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they inform’d us, that their laft dead king
was there bury’d, and that the hole reach’d
his corpfe 3 and that the meat and drink
they put into it, was to give him fome of
all forts of our varieties, ere they touch’d
any themfelves. I was pleas’d with their
refpect to their deceas’d monarch, tho’ I
could not but pity their folly and fuperfti-
tion.  After our repait was over, I order’d
our boats crew, &, to exercife their guns
before the king, with which he was much
furprized, as wellas pleas’d, efpecially at
our regular volleys; and to return our ci-
vility he commanded his men to fhew us
their way or fighting, which was after a
confus’d manner, with lances about five
foot long, with pointed iron heads 3 fmall
bowsand arrows, as flender as a reed, of
which moft were poifon’d at the end with

fome black ingredient, whichif it touches -

theblcod, kills inevitably, it the part af-
fected be not immediately cut off: Their
arrows liave no iron heads nor feathers, nei-
ther do they ever fhoot them point blank,
but at random, aswe dorovers; and yet
they will come very near the mark they
aimat: They carry fquare targets of thin
board, about four foot long, and two
broid, with convenienceson the infide to
hang them on their left arms, but fo as
their hand is free to manage their bow.
Here were fome foldicrs come from the
river of Funco, to aflit king Andrew in
his wars, two of them had old fufees,
with which they march’d behind two that
carried targets, the muzle of their picces
peeping out between two targets ; 1n this
potture they crept on very filently to dif-
cover the encmy, which as foon as they
pretended they had, the two guns gave
fire, their linces were flung, and arrows
thot, with a moft difmal horrible fcream-
ing noifc 5 and then they ran in confufion
back to their firft poft, where having re-
loaden their guns, and put themfelves in
fuch orderly diforder as they ufe, they
renew the attack again as betore. This
town is about a quarter of a mile from the
river fide, furrounded with woods, fo that
it isnot to be 1eentill you enterit s it con-
fifts of about forty houfes, or rather dog-
kennels, 5 the walls are built of clay, or
twilted twigs plaitier’d over; the doors
or hol>s to cnter them are not above two

on the chamber floors under beds, inftead
of Turkey carpets. As to their drefs here,
the king and his cappafhiers, or lords,
wear a cotton fort of frock, ftrip’d or
checker’d with white and black, or blue,
which reaches to their knee, having a hole
in it juft big enough to put their heads
through, and which they puton as we do
fhirts. It they can get an old hat they are
very proud of it, elfe they wear a party-
colour’d ozier bag upon their heads ; the
common fort wear cither a long piece of
cotton cloth, about a foot wide, which
they pafte about their middles, and then
between their legs, letting both ends hang
down before and behind 5 or elfe a piece of
cloth about a foot {quare, tied to a ftring
that is about their middles, and juft ferves
to cover their privities: The womens garb
is the fime as at St. Fago.

There cannotbe a better place forcut-
ting weod than thisis, it reaching clofe to
the water-fide, and very fmooth loading
it; here are trees of that fize as will ferve
to mafta fhip of” 700 tons. Capt. Shuriey
cut here a fore-maft, fore-yard, and two
beams 5 and I cut a main-top maft, fome
filhes for my maft, and ten long boats of
excellent fire wood @ the mafts here are fo
extream folid and heavy, that to prevent
their finking we were oblig’d to float them
off’ by our boats, but they are very ftrong
flicks.  'We had good diverfion here in
fheoung fmall birds, much of the fize
and rcicmbilance of a fnipe, which were
very plenty along the fand, and in fuch
flocks that we kul’d feven or eight at a
thot; and they eat indifftrently, though
fome were lean. At the mouth of the
river we hal’d the fayne often, and catch’d
good fith in plenty: we had no want of
venifon, for Mr. Colker, the agent of
Cherborough, would fend his grumito’s, or
blacks, a hunting in a morning into the
woods, and they would affuredly bring us
a fmall hedge decr or two betore night.
One of his blacks was our interpreter, for
here they could fpeak neither £2glifh nor
Portugueze, as they do on the gold coaft,
by rcafon of the finall refort ot fhipping
to this place ; the atorefaid black fpake
their language very well, and I have ob-
ferv’d that trom hence along the coaft to
cape Tres Puntas, they have a different

foot high, fo thatwe were forc’d to creep  dialeét every twenty leagues. I took no- way of di
in, wherewe found a bank of carthrais’d  tice here of their way of difcovering any “0"{;""‘:
about two foot {from the floor, which hav- perfon fufpected of thicvery, or other vil- 8%+

ing a mat laid thereon ferves them for a
bed s fires they feldom make, except in
the rainy time, and then ’tis in the middle
of the houfe ; the mats they make here
are very fine, and prettily wrought in

lainy 5 which is by making the perfon
charg’d with the crime, for his juftification,
to drink a fmall quantity of the juice of
a certain tree, which is reddith, and by
them call’d red-water ; and if the faid juice

makes
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majeftick handfome negroe that I ever faw, Puivirs.
(except the king of Saboo) tho” he was very L7V N
cembers

makes them vomit and fick, they are held
guilty 5 ason the contrary, if theyappear
no ways difturb’d therewith, they are ac-
quitted, and the party that challeng’d
them and put them to the trial of the red-
water, is oblig’d to make large reparation
for the fcandal and wound given their repu-
tation; of which we had one inftance, for
one of the meaner negroes that came to
our tents to trade, pretended that fome of
our feamen belonging to the boats, had
ftoll’n from him a large bag of rice, where-
of he made his complaint to king Andreo,
and he came ard acquainted us therewith,
requiring reftitution with much earncftnefs
and diffatisfaction ; we immediately call’d
all our feamen that were afhore together,
charg’d them with the theft, and requird
them upon their peril to bring back the
rice, ufing fevere threats to fuch as we
fhould, upon fearch, find guilty, and
which we were firmly refolv’d to execute,
and to have made the criminal a publick
- example before the negroes, to fhew them
how much we abhorr’d fuch practices; but
all our men abfolutely and firmly declar’d
their innocence as to the thievery,- which
we did acquaint the king with, but he be-
gan to be angry, telling us that his fubjeéts
1hould not be robb’d, and requiring fatis-
faction of us; at length finding that the
‘more we endeavour’d to appeafe and con-
vince him, the more infolent he grew,
made us refolve to mask ourfelves in his
humour, and to thew him we knew how to
huff as well as his majelty ; wherefore
immediately ordering our men to take their
guns in hand, agent Colker (who knew the
cuftom of the country) fhook his cane at
him,and requir’d him inftantly tobring red-
water, and that we and all our men would
drink it for proot of our innocency, and
that if we thereby were found fo, that he
upon his peril fhould provide to make us
large amends for the injury done us. No
fooner he heard this, and faw us all {o refo-
lute to drink it, (as he thought) but the
fcenc was chang’d, and he became very
humble and fubmiffive, telling us the man
that charg’d our men with it was a villain,
and that he would have him punifh’d, and
banifh’d him immediately from our tents;
fo much did the apprehenfion of our being
clear’d by the red-water, and the repara-
tion he muft then make, work upon king
Andres, tho’ in reality had he had the cou-
rage and conftancy to put us to the teft,
none of us did intend to experiment the
- wvirtucs and qualitics of his red juices. While
I was at king Andreo’s town, there came
onc of theinland kings to the fide of the
council room wherc we were; he was of a
large ftature, and had a manly look and
good features, and indeed was the moft
- Vor. VL.

old, and his hair and beard as grey as a
rat. His head was cover’d with above a
hundred little horns, about an inch in
length, tied to his hair, and fitted with
fome red compofition, or pafte, which was
his fati/b or god to protect him from evil,
of which fort of fati/h 1 fhall write more
at large hereafter. I eyed him from the
beginning, being much pleas’d with his
venerable countenance, but little thought
him of that quality, by reafon Andreo,
and his nobles took no notice of himj

about an hour after he came, I enquir’d .

who he was, and being told he wasa great
inland king, I was much furpriz’d at the
ill mannersof his brother king Andreo, to
let him ftand fo long without, unregarded,
and defir’d him to invite him in 3 but find-
ing him backward in doing it, I wentmy
felf, tho’ I could not perfwade him to
come up to us, therefore I had a bowl of
punch brought where he was, of which he
drank very freely, till he faw the bottom 3
I would have had another made for him,
but could not perfuade him to ftay, hav-
ing a long way home; he prefented me
with a good leopard’s skin, worth 3 or 4 /.
in England, and I him with 3 or 4 bottles
of rum, and as many handfuls of cowries,
and fo we parted very friendly ; but there
was not the leaft ceremony between king
Andreo and him, being, as I fince under-
ftood, on no good terms with each other:
We found a Scotchman among the natives
here, who could give us no account of
himfelf, but that he was fhipwreck’d near
the cape, and the only man efcap’d drown-
ing, tho’ I fufpected then he wasa rogue,
and pyrate ; and fince I have underftood
he belong’d to a pyrate, a fmall brigan-
tine, commanded by one Herbert, which
they had runaway with from fome of the
plantations in the #¢l-Indies, and were
Juft arriv’d upon this coaft to look for pur-
chafe, when there fcll a diffention and
quarrel among the crew, which prov’d fo
bloody, thatin the confli¢t fo many of the
men were {lain and defperately wounded,
that there were none left but this fellow
that could any ways manage the vefltl,
fo herun her athore to theS. E. of the cape,
and faved his life, the reft dying of their
wounds: he had a long flaxen wig, and
white beaver hat, and other good cloaths
on; he offcr’d me his fervice asa f{ailor,
but he had fo much of" a villain in his face,
thatCapt. Shurley nor myfelf did not care
to meddle with him, fo that agent Colker
took him with him in the Stanier floop to
Sherborow.  We kept Chriftmas day as
merrily as we could 3 in honour to which
each fhip fir'd all her guns round: The

Ddd 28th
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my men fell fick of fevers. Since noon
yefterday we fail’d S, E. + E. 20 leagues.
Friday the 12th.  From noon yelterday
we fteer’d S. E. by E. and E.S. E. al
fhore, keeping about 2 leagues off till 6
in the evening it falling calm, we came to
an anchor in 13 fathom water, off of Picinini
Setre, orlittle Seftos ; the round hill right Lissdle Se-
over the river Grand Seftos, about a mile ftos.
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Purures. 28th came in here Capt. Fobn l‘Sl'ozm'.t,l in the
NV Feffrey, and having fupply’d himfelf with
D‘fg;“b' I{r{c 'v?vood, watcr,g an}:llig:c, fet fail again
¥ for the Bight, on Thurfday the 3d of Fan.
having left with me a packet of letters
directed for Sir Feffrey Feffreys, to be for-
warded to Europe, with the firft conve-
niency. Agent Colker, fet fail for Sherberow,
on the 5th, and Gubbins in the Barbadoes

interloper, the fame morning for the gold
coaft, by whom I fent letters to the
African companies three chief merchants
at (abo Corce caftle, fignifying my agree-
ment with the company to flave upon the
gold coaft, and befpeaking their diligence
in procuring what numbers they could for
me againft my arrival there, with what
elfe was necdful : I was forced to ftay here
ten days after I had compleated my bufinefs
for Capt. Sburley to refit his thip, which
at length being done, we both fet fail with
the morning breeze, on the gth of Fan.
169§ for the coaft: The negroes of this
place, exprefs’d a great affection for the
Englifb, and as much hatred to the French ;
two of them took Capt. Shurley’s and my
name, affuring us their next fons fhould
be call’d fo.

Wednefday the 1oth. This morning
about 3 o’clock we got under fail, with
the morning breeze, fteeringS. W. till we
got well without the cape; then S. and fo
toS. E. At noon this day cape Monfzradoe
bore off us N. £ W, diftant five leagues.
Laft night Capt. Thomas Shurley was taken
ill of a fever and ague.

Thurfday the 11th. From noon yefter-
day, until 4 in the evening, had a frefh fea
breeze at S. W. fteering S. E. along fhore ;
at 4 cape Monferadoe being juft difcernable
and feeming like an ifland, bore off us
N. N. W. 1 W, diftant 8 leagues; at
which time heaving the lead, had 32 fathom
water, fandy ground; the high hills over
theriver of Funco bearing then E.N.E. The
river of Funco is about 14 leagues from
cape Monferadoe, and lies in the latitude
5° 55" N.; there are three great high
trees near the mouth of it, and feveral high
hills up in the inland; the river is large,
as I have been told, and a very convenient
place to wood and water : Having lain by
fome time for the Easp-India Merchant,
which was aftern, we fteer’d both S. E. by
E. all night, witha veryfmallgale: A8
this morning had 25 fathom water, being
about 3 leagues off the fhore, which is
pretty high and level, and full of trees,
only far in the inland ; when we were about
20 leagues from cape Monferadoe, we faw
a high mountain, making in the formof a
faddle, and bearing then off us N. E.
This morning had many heavy fhowers of
- rain, and my poor brother and feveral of

within the point, and the 3 rocks about 4
miles to the weft of the faid point, being
inone, bore off us E. S. E. 3 leagues off ;
the outer point of Seffos S, E. + E.
leagues off. The coaft along is full of trees
and pretty high, till you come towards
Seftos, then it flopes away lower towards
the point: feveral canoes came aboard us
laft night to invite us to anchor at Seftos,
promifing us a good trade of teeth, &,
we hoifted their canoesin, and they ftaid
all night with us; at 6 this morning we
weigh’d and ftood out into 20 fathom,
then along thore with a faint lictle gale;
feveral canoes with 2 negroes coming
aboard us, but brought nothing with them
but a few fowls, oranges, bananas, and
fome little elephants teeth, which they
would not fell without having more for
them than they were worth,

Saturday the 13th. From noon yefter-
day we made eafy fail along fhore till 4
in the evening, when being off the river
of Seffos, we came to an anchor in 9 fathom
Water, the three rocks, which are about a
mile off thore to the W. of the river, bear-
ing offus N. N. W. diftance 2 miles 3 cape
Baxos, or the eaft point of Seftos, which
is very low and rocky, bearing S. E. by E.
3 miles off; the mouth of the river, and
the hill above it being in one, bore E. b
S. 4 miles diftance ; the outer point of land
which I could fee to the W. bore N. W,
6 leagues off. This morning I went athore
in my pinnace with fome goods to trade,
and Capt. Shurley fent his with his purfer
in her, being fo ill that he could not go
himfelf,

The going into the river is between the River of
pointon the ftarboard or E. thore, and the Scftos.

rock in the middle of the river; the en-
trance is about half a cable’s length wide,
and thereare 6, 7, and 8 fathom going in:
Wwhen you are enter’d, you’ll find it a fine
large river, where a veflel of 100 tons
may ride very fafe, as I have been told
there often have brigantines and floops.
About gun-fhot from the aforefaid point,
upon the fame fhore, clofe to the river fide,
is a well of good freth water, where for
a few cowries, and giving them buckets,
the negro women will bring water and fill
your cask in the boat, as they did ours;
and if you give the negro men hatchets,
fora fmall quantity of the aforefaid thells,

they
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they will cut you fire-wood enough, and
bring it to the boats ; but they muft have
a boutle of brandy now and then among
them to encourage them: fo that for ex-
pedition this is the beft place along the
whole coaft to wood and water at. On
the point going into the river, about a
cable’s length from it, is a negroe town
of about 30 or 40 houfes, the captain of
which is Dick Lumley, as he calls ﬁimfclf,
having taken that name from captain
Lumley, an old commander that us’d the
Guiney trade formerly.

About eight miles up the river is the
town where king Peter their monarch
lives; but I could not fpare time to go
and vific him, and in truth had no greac
inclination to venture fo farin a boat,
having been inform’d that the negroes
here are very treacherous and bloody, as
fome of our European traders have found
to their coft. The goods in demand here
are brafs kettles, pewter bafons of feve-
ral fizes, booges or cowries, fuzees,
Welb plains red and blue, knives, .
fome of each of which we carried afhore ;
but they had nothing to traffick with us
for them, except a few little calves teeth
(for fo they call the young elephants)
which were not worth our notice, and
which they held very dear. 'We bought
fome hens, limes, and oranges; were
offer’d fome rice, but much dearer than
we bought at Mounferadoe where we had
fupply’d our felves. While I was look-
ing for trade in the town, our men hal’d
the fayre in the river, and caught a great
many good fith. Their way of welcom-
ing and faluting here as well as at Moyn-
Jeradoe, is by taking one’s thumb and
fore-finger between their thumb and fore-
finger, and making them fnap, in themean
time crying Acky O! Acky O! The people
here are very furly, and look like vil-
lains, fo that I was foon weary of their
company, and went aboard about four
o’clock in the evening, we ftanding all
to our guns till we were got out of the
river, and fome diftance from the fhore ;
for they came down, a little before we
went off, in fuch numbers with bows and
lances, that we were in apprchenfion of
fome villainy intended us, which haften’d
our departure, contrary to their carneft
intreaties; but they offer’d nothing of
harm to us. I founded the road all over,
which I found to be good and clean
ground, and gradual foundings, fo that
you may anchor any where therein ; but
the beft anchoring is in g fathom water,the
mouth of the river bearing E.by S. The
diftance between cape Mounferadoe and
the river of Seftos is about 36 leagues.
The hill upon the eaft point above the
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river of Seftos is very remarkatle to know Purvirs,
it by, there being no other fuch hill in ‘j’w

fifteen leagues of it.

Sunday the 14th. Finding no trade to
encourage our ftay at Sefes, we got up
our ftream-anchor this morning, and fet
fail with a fmall gale at W. we ftanding
out S, to give a birth to cape Baxos; off
which lies a ledge of rocks two leagues
or more into the fea; but we met with
fo ftrong a current fetting to the S. E.
that by noon this day it put us three
leagues to the E. of cape Baxos, which at
that time bore N. of us, diftant three
leagues, and the point of Baffo E. S. E,
five leauges, and then were in twenty-fix
fathom water. About three leagues from
Seftos point we faw a great white rock
making like a fail, and about two leagues
from that, another rock, from which to
Sanguin is about five leagues. Sanguin
makes in a heap of high trees, there be-
ing, 1o doubt, land between Sefosand
it; but the coaft between them is all
rocky under twenty fathom water, fo
that there is no anchoring in lefs than
twenty-five fathom water, in which depth
there is oozy ground.

Monday the 15th. From noon yefter-
day we fteer’d along fhore S. E. and S. E.
by E. till two in the evening, at which
time came feveral canoes aboard us from
Sanguin river, where the Grain or Mala-
getta coaft begins, but they brought no-
thing with them; wherefore we continued
on our courfe along fhore uill fix: we let
go our anchor in thirty-fix fathom water
off of Battowa, where the land grows
higher than between it and Sanguin. Here
trying the current, found it fet three
miles in an hour to the foutheaftward. At
fix in the morning we weigh’d, having
much rain for above an hour. Atten
we were off the river Simo, about twelve
leagues from Sanguin, which is eafily
known by a tree making like a fhip with
a top-fail loofe; from whence came fe-
veral canoes aboard us with pepper, or,
as they call it, Malagetta, which is much
like our Indian pepper, and, for ought I
know, as good. It was brought in ozier
bafkets. I bought 1000 weight of it at
one iron bar (value in Engiand three
fhillings and fixpence) and a dathy of a
knife or two to the broker. The reafon
of our buying this pepper is to give our
negroes in their mefles to kecp them
from the flux and dry belly-ach, which
they are very incident to. About noon
this day were off Croe, fteering away
8. E. by E. for cape Palmas.

Tue/day the 16th. From noon yefter-
day we have had but little wind, fteer-
ing S. E. by E. At noon this day we

were
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Puuies. were off of #appo, whence came off to

us more canoes with Malagetta to fell, of
which I bought three hundred weight for
three two-pound pewter bafons. We
might have bought much more, but
having enough for our purpofe, we
turn’d them athore, and purfu’d our
courfe.
" Wednefday the 17th. Thefe twenty-four
hours we had a fine moderate gale of
wind, and a very ftrong current fetting
to the S. E. which about noon this day
carry’d us to the E. of cape Palmas, to
which we gave a large birth by reafon of
rocks that lie far out from it. It is the
laft place of the Grain coaft, there being
no more Malagetta to be had when paft
it. Yefterday my poor brother grew ve-
ry ill and delirious ; and notwithftanding
all the endeavours us’d by my own and
captain Shurley’s dotor for his recovery,
about three in the evening this day he
took his leave of this troublefome world,
and left me full of affliction for the lofs
of him. He had been fick of a malig-
nant fever about eight days, and many
of my men layill of the fame diftemper.
Thurfday, Fanuary the 18th. Having
yefterday doubled cape Palmas, about
five in the evening we came to an anchor
in ninetecen fathom water, where we rode
till fix this morning. We got under fail,
when the coffin being ready, the deceas’d
was nail’d up therein; and our pinnace
being hoiited out, he was lower'd into
her, and myfelf, my doctor and purier
went in her to bury him, the colours of
our own fthip and Eaft India merchant
being lower’d half-maft down, our trum-
pets and drums founding and beating,
as is cuftomary upon fuch melancholy
occafions. We row’d the corpfe about §
of a mile from the fhip to feaward ; and
the prayers of the church being read, I
help’d to commit his body to the deep,
which was the laft office lay in my power
to do for my dear brother. Then the
Hannibal fired fixteen guns at I minute
diftance of time, which was the number
of years he had liv’d in this uncertain
world ; and the Eaft India merchant fird
ten guns. He was buried in twenty-five
fathom water, off of Growa, which then
bore N. W. diftant three leagues, and
about ten leagues to the E. of cape des
Palmas: near which cape the land is high
and hummocky ; and you may eafily dif-
cern when you areabout the cape, by the
land’s falling away to the northward,
Friday the 19th.  From noon yefter-
day we kept under fail till five in the
evening, when we let go our anchor in
twenty-three fathom foft ground ; then

had a very hard tornado which lafted’

about an hour. About fix this morning
we weigh’d, and ftood along fhore till
noon, Yeiterday in the evening came
two canoes off near our fhip with feveral
teeth ; but no perfuafion we could ufe
could prevail upon them to come aboard
and trade with us, tho’ we fhew’d them
divers forts of commodities, and offerd
them brandy; but all would not do, fo
that they return’d afhore again, As we
fail’d along about twenty leagues from
cape Palmas, ‘we faw feveral points of
land like the going in of rivers; no
fooner we open’d one point, but we fhut
in another.

Saturday the 20th. From twelve o’clock
yefterday we fteer’d along fhore till fix in
the evening, when we had a hard torna-
do, with dreadful lightning and thunder,
which lafted till feven; at which time
we came to an anchor in fixteen fathom
water off of Druin, which is about thirty
leagues from cape Palmas, and about ten
leagues to the eaft of the afore-mentioned
points. It may be eafily known by great
bufhy trees, there being none fuch be-
tween it and cape Palmas. In the night
we faw two fires made athore, which are
common along this coaft where they have
goods to trade, being figns for fhips that
pafs along to ftop to traftique with them.
Druin may alfo be known by a high long
tra& of land in the inland, the land near
the fea fhore being low and white fand.
About fix in the morning we got under
fail, fteering E. and E. by N. with fmall
gales at W. S, W. At ten this morn-
ing we faw the red cliffs, being about
eight leagues from Druiny and at noon
this day were abreaft the firft. They are
eafily known by their colour. They are
eleven in number, not very high, and
moft about a cable’s length afunder. We

have had no canoes come aboard of us

fince we have come about cape Palmas,
tho’ we anchor’d every night that we
might not pafs by unfeen; and fteer’d
clofe along thore with a fore-topfail in the
day.

Sunday the 21.  From noon yefterday
we fteer’d E.and E. by N. along fhore,
with an eafy galeat W. S. W, unul twelve
at night; we anchor’d in fixteen fathom
good foft ground. At fix we weigh’d
anchor, and ftood along to the eaft. At
eight were abreaft a very low fwamp in
the land, that is Coctre 3 and a little further
is a parting in the Jand like the going in
of a river; a league from which is Cala-
la-bo, there being no other fwamp be-
tween it and the red cliffs. About ten
came two canoes aboard us from Caba-
la-bo, and were follow’d by feveral others
with ftore of good teeth, which invited

us
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us to come to an anchor; but ere the
negroes in the canoes would come aboard,
they requir’d that the captain of the fhip
fhould come down the out fide of the
fhip, and drop three drops of the fea wa-
ter into his eye, as a pledge of friendfhip,
and of fafety for them to come aboard ;
which I very readily confented to and
perform’d, in hopes of a good market
for their large fair teeth, whichI had a
longing defire to purchafe. Then they
came aboard, but fecing fo many men
on deck, were miftruftful, and went into
their canoes again. I was much concern’d
at their fearfulnefs, and with much per-
fwafion prevail’d on them to return, which
they did 3 and having given each that
came in a good coge of brandy, I thew’d
them fome of my commodities, and they
brought in fome teeth: and while we
were bufy on both fides a bartering, a
great maftiff dog we had aboard, hear-
ing a noife upen deck, run open mouth’d
barking out of the fteerage. Affoon as
they heard and faw the dog, to my great
furprize, they in an inftant leapt off the
quarter deck into the fea, and fwam a
diftance off, their canoes following them,
and left their elephants teeth behind them.
‘We intreated them to come aboard, hold-
ing their teeth over the fhip’s fide to
them, but they would not return. I
went down and dropt fome more water
into my eyes, but to as little purpofe ;
then I made the maftiff dog be brought
in their fight, and pretended to beat him

“ftoutly 5 upon which they came aboard

again, but we might read their jealoufy
and fear in their faces; for there could
nothing ftir but they were ready to take
their {pring into the fea, and had their
eyes in every corner: however, in their
traffique they were fubtile enough, hold-
ing their teeth fo high, that we could
not afford to buy many, without giving
more than the value for them. They
moft hideoufly deform themfelves with a
fort of dark reddifh paint, with which
they daub their bodies in fundry places.
They pleat fome flax to their hair, and fo
make a fort of fmall finnet from each
lock, which hangs down to their thoul-
ders ; and fome tie them up in a roll be-
hind, as our women do their hair ; and
others on the top of their heads. I was
aftonifh’d when firft they came near the
fhip, to hear no other fpeech come from
them but Qua, Qua, Qua, Qua, like a
parcel of ducks; from which I prefume
this teeth coaft hath had the appellation
of Quaquaa coaft, it reaching from cape
Palmas to Bajflam Picolo, where was the
firft gold I met with. The negroes of
thefe parts are call’d the Man-caters, and
Vor. VL
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that they eat their enemies they take pri- PuiLvirs,
foners, and their own friends when dead; L v~u

as I was told by my old mate captain
Robfon, who had long ufed this Guiney
voyage.
but in truth their looks are very favage
and voracious ; and all their teeth, I ob-
ferved, ate pointed at the ends as fharp
as bodkins, which looks vety terrible:
and without doubt they reduce them fo
by art and filing them; for ’tis impof-
fible they fhould be fo naturally more
than their neighbour negroes. Theyare
well limb’d, and ftrong men, but the
moft hideous in their afpect of any ne-
groes I have met with. Each canoe
brought a broker with him, who, affoon
as he enters the fhip, demands a dathy
of a knife or two, for he pretends to
bring the trade to you; and every bar-
gain we concluded he expelts a dafhy,

it being, I fuppofe, his brokerage, the

merchant allowing him nothing : and
about thefe dafhies they are fo importu-
nate, that, for our quiet, we are forc’d
to give them. I have no where upon
the coaft met the negroes fo fhy as
here, which makes me fancy they have
had tricks play’d them by fuch blades as
Long Ben, alias Avery, who have feiz’d
them and carry’d them away. The goods
they moft covet are pewter bafons, the
larger the better, iron bars, knives, and
large fcrew’d pewter jugs, which they did
much affect.

Monday the 22d. About three in the

evening yefterday our merchants went
afhore, affuring us, if we would ftay till
next day, we fhould have abundance of
tecth off cheap. Upon which encourage-
ment we ftaid here all night at anchor in
fifteen fathom water ; but at eleven this
morning, feeing no canoes come off, we
weigh’d and ftood along fhore till noon.
Thurfdaythe 23d. Yefterday about one
in the evening, ftanding along fhore, we
defcried three canoes making off to us
from Pikinini-la-bo, which is about fix
leagues to the E. of Caba la-bo. We laid
our fore-topfails to the maft to wait for
them. One went aboard captain Shurley,
and the other two came to us with divers
good teeth, of which we bought fome,
but very dear, they coveting the fame
fort of goods as at Caba-la-bo. We lay
by trafficking with them till four in the
evening; then they wentaway, and we
made fail till feven, when we let go our
anchors in thirty-fix fathom water, it
deepning much fuddenly. At fixin the
morning we weigh’d, and ftood along’
fhore to the E. This was the laft place
I faw any teeth; and I obferv’d every
where they brought teeth to us, that they’
ce wollt'

How true that is I know not 3 -
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would fell none but the fmall anes and
middling opes, tho’ they brought very
noble large enes with them for fhew;
but po price wou)d tempt them to difpofe
of them. ,
Weduefday the 24th, From twelve ye-
fterday we made gn ¢afy fail along fhore
till feven ip the eyening, when we an-
chaord in thirty-fix fathom water, and
lay there becalm’d till nogn this day.
Fhur[day the 25th. Thefe twenty-four

 hours we lay at the fame place becalm’d.

At two in the evening yefterday came off
to us two canees from Ba/flam Picolo to
trade with gold ; of which we teok thirty
achies for iron bars, two bars for threg
achies, each achy being about five fhil
lings value. But of the weights, &¢. on
the gold eoaft, I fhall write hereafter.
The gold we took here wasall in fati-
fhes, which are fmall pieces wrought in
many pretty figures, which the blacks
tie to their hair, necks, arms, legs, &¢.
for ormament, and are generally very
good goeld. Duft nor rock I faw none
here nor at Baffam. :

Friday the 26th, About two in the
evening yefterday, having the fea breefe,
we weigh'd and ftood te the E. Aboeut
four a cange came aboard captain Shurley,
promifing, if we anchor’d where we were
until the morning, they would bring off
divers flaves to fell; fo that at five we
came to an anchor again in twenty-nine
fathom water, where we rode till noen
this day ; but no canoes came off.

Saturday the 27th. Attwa in the even-
ing yefterday we got up our anchors,
and faild along fhore until fix, when
came a four-hand canoe aboard us from
Baffam, afluring ys of good trade of gold
and flaves in the morning, if we would
anchor, and that they would ftay with us
all nig’ht, which we permitted them,
hoifting up their canoe in the tackles,
and let go our anchors in fourteen fa-
thom water, Inthe morning thofe aboard
fell to trade, of whom I took thirty-fix
achies of gold in fatithes for pewter and
iron bars.

Sunday the 28th.  The negroes yefter-
day promis’d us a good trade this day if
we ftay’d. Accordingly this morning
came aboard of me two canoes, of which
I took fixteen ounces of gold in fatifhes,
for iron bars, pewter, and knives, viz.
for one iron bar 1 L achy, for a dozen
of knives one achy, for a four-pound
Ecwter bafon one achy, with feveral

nives for dafthes to thofe that traded
brifkly. Here the negroes are not fo
well ikill'd in trade as upon the gold
coaft; for we could put the bank-weights
upon them; but to leeward on the gold

coaft, they know eur Trgy-weights as well
as our felves, and have weights of their
own, which they compare ours with, Likes
wife at this place ?oods yield a better price
thap among our factories to leeward, by
reafop that here they can’t {upply thems
felves at all times as they can there j therew
fore when they have an opportunity of
thips pafling by, they buy what they waat, -
the’ they give a better prics for it bug
the ha_wl:l but {mall quantities of gold to
¢ with.
. Mauday the 28th, Yefterday about two
1n the afternoan, the negrogs having ne
mare gold to trade with, took their Jeave
and weng afhore; then we got under fail,
and flood to the E, 1ill feven, then came
© an anchor in thirteen fathom water,
where we lay till fix this morning; then
weigh'd and ftood glong fhore till ten s the
wind dying away, and the fea heaving us
toq near the fhore, we were forc’d to an-
chor in twelve fathom. My men are moft
on the recovery, having loft nons by fick-
nefs, except my poor brother; but Capt.
Sburley has had cight dead, and himfclf
with moft of his remaining men are very
ill. We have a ftrong current, now fetting
to the W. which is very unufual on this
coaft, The land all alang is full of trees.
Tuefday the 29th. At two in the evening
yefterday we weigh’d, and it proving little
wind, the fea hove us into 11 fathom water,
{o that were forc’d te anchor again, where
lay till morning; then having {mall land
breezes, got under fail, and itood off into
15 fatham, and then along fhore till 10
it falling calm we anchor'd again.
Weduefday the 3oth. At noon yefterday
we had the fea-breeze, with which we ftood
along fhore 8. E. and S. E. by E. till 65
ig fell calm, and we anchor’d in 14 fathom
till morning, when weigh’d again, and
ftood aleng fhare. Laft night I was ta-
ken with a violent racking pain the right
fide of my head ; and Capt. Shurley being
very ill of a fever, fent for Mr. Gorden, my
doctor, to have his advice.

From Wednefday to Monday the 4th of February.

February. At noon yefterday we anchord
in 15 fathom, being becalmd; at night
came over us a very thick fog, which con-
tinu’d increafing all this day, and fo dll
the 4th of February without intermiffion,
the weather being moft intenfely het, with-
out a breath of wind fcareely, and the eur-
rent fetting above two miles an hour to
windward, and has continu'd to fet fo to .
the W. thefe ten days, and what fmall
faint breezes we had were at E.S. E. and
S.S.E. The thick fog of fo long conti-
nuance, the violent heat, and eaftern bree-
zes, made us very much concern’d, left
it fhould occafion malignant diftempers
among



Africa and Barbadoes.

among us, it being what is pot very wfual
upon the coaft. About ome a-clock on
Saturday in the afternoon came a fhip with
the current and fmall gale at E. clofe upon
us ere we {py’d her; but at firft fight we
falyted her with a fhot thwart her fore
foot to come to an anchor, which he not
taking notice of, we fired two more into
him, upon which he let run his top-fails
upon the caps, and let go his anchor, and
fo efcap’d the reft of our broadfide, which
were ready planted for him, with our top-
fails loofe, ready to cut our cable, had he
prov’d a Frenchman (as we by his white
paint and built took him to be.) A-ftern
of us lay the Eaft-India Merchant, ready
to fire what they could at him, but fo
many of her men were fick, that they
could not have manag’d four guns. Being
anchor’d he fent his boat aboard us, with
a private commiflion from king Hilliam,
whereby he appear’d to be a Dusch pri-
vateer, tho’ a trader upon the coaft, where
he had been above nine menths up and
down without being able to difpofe of all
his cargo s he was lately come from An-
gola 5 the Captain’s name was #illiam Fle-
ming, the mafter’s name Stephen Waterman,
the thip’s name Facob Hendrick 3 fhe had
16 guns and 42 men ; the Capt. was fick s
they advis’d us, that Capt. Gubbias and
his do&tor in the Barbadoes-Interloper were
dead 3 that the country was all in wars;
that there was little gald upon the coaft,
by reafon the negro-traders could not
bring it down in fafety, the paffages and
roads being ftopt; and that the negroes
bhad taken the Danes fort at Accra, kill’d

one of the faétors, and much wounded the -

ether. Having lain about two hours with
us, hefetfail, and flood to the W. faluting
cach of us with three guns, which com-
pliment we return’d. On Sunday the pain
w my head increas’d, and I was taken
with a dimnefs in my eyes, that I could
pot fce ten yards off, and a dizzinefs in
my head, that § could not ftand nor walk
witheue affiftance,

From Monday the 4th to Wednefday the
6th we lay at anchor in the fame place,
with the uncomfortable fog ftill continu-
ing, but the windward current much aba-
ted, and the breezes began to reaflume
their old place at S.W. and to blow pretty
frefh, which prompted us te hope for clear
weather to proceed upon our voyage.
About eight a-clock on Wednefday morn-
ing we heard feveral guns fired, where-
upon order’d good look-outs to windward.
T he fog being much difpell’d at that time,
about ten we fpy’d a fhip with all fails
fet coming upon us before the wind, of
which gave notice to Capt. Shurley,by firing
a gun, and immediately got our fhip clear
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foj fight, apd our gun-room guns out, and Puiies.
being every way ready, got under fail and VYN

ftood towards him 3 he ftanding right with’

me, I laid my fore-top-fail to the maft to
ftay for him; when he came within gun-
fhot 1 fired one at bim, whereupon he
hoifted Dutch colours, on view of which
we forbore firing any more i be ftood clofe
under our fterns and gave each of us five.
guas and three huzzas, which we return’d 3
I fent my baoat and a mate on board him,
to whom he gave an account that he be-
long’d to the Weft-India company of the
Duich at Amfterdam, and was bound to the
Mine 5 that he had been ftopt five months
ag Plymouth, and had been in his paffage
thence nine weeks ; that he had fought a
Erench privateer 50 leagues from Scilly;
and that the earl of Torringson was fled
from England. The haft we did not doubt
but was Dyich news, who have no great
Kindnefs for that old experienc’d and gal-
lant fea-officer, fince thro’ their own rafh-
nefs and ftupidity they were fo roughly
handled by the French fieet off of Beachy in
¥690. This fhip had 24 guns and 80 men,
feamen and foldiers ; he made all the wa
he could to the eaftward, and we ftood fo
til} fix in the evening, when judging our
felves off of 4jibany, we handed our fails
and anchor’d in 12 fathom water. The
guns we heard in the morning were fired
by this laft thip at the Daich interloper
that parted from us before, who he fell in
with and gave chace to, but the interlo-
per fail’d too hard for him. Here were
above a dozen Dutch interlopers at this
time trading upon the coaft, notwithftand-
ing all the Dutch are prohibited that trade,
except the fhips belonging to their Guiney
company, who have orders to fight and
take by force of arms the faid interlopers
where-ever they meet them upon the coaft,
who upon fuch capture become as much
prize as any declar’d enemy, the fhip and
goods being confifcated to the ufe of the
faid company, and the men made prifoners
in the dungeon at the Mine 3 and, if I mif-
take not, the captain and other principal
officers condemn’d to die, the general of
the Mize being commiflion’d and impow-
er’d to try, condemn, and put to death
any criminals of that nation, which by a
court-martial fhall be thought to deferve
it, without any appeal to Lurope; which
autharity he alfo extends to the ncighbour-
ing negroes, efpecially thofe of the Minre-
town, that are under the cover of its guns,
which creates a great reverence and terror
in them; whereas our agents can only fe-
cure the moft heinous malcfa&or, and fend
him in irons home to England to be try’d,
and receive the reward of his villany. The
Dutch caftles have frequently by &rat?gerg
ez’
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feiz’d fome of thefe interlopers, and us’d
them with the utmoft rigour, yet it does
no whit deter them, they providing them-
felves with nimble fhips, which out-fail the
company’s, and go well mann’d and arm’d,
fo that if at any time they be furpriz’d or
overtaken, they will fight it out to the laft
man rather than yield, and both under
Dutcbh colours; I have feen 3 or 4 ata time
of them lying before the Mine-caftle for a
week together a trading, as it were in de-
fiance of it.

Thurfday the 7th we lay off of Affbany,
expecting trade, till the roth, and faw
many canoes paffing along fhore under a
mat-fail, but none came otf to us. From
Baffam to Ajibanyis about 12 leagues; the
beft failing is in 17 to 18 fathom, and an-
chor in 13 or 14 fathom, oozy ground
there appears no double land between thefe
two places till you are about five leagues
to the E. of Baflam, then you will fee 3
or 4 parcels, which fhew themfelves as you
fail in the above depth a little higher than
the other land.

The townof Ajthany ftands in a fwamp
or bog, there being no other fwamp be-
tween Bajlam and it. Here having no en-
couragement to ftay longer, we got up
our anchors, and ftood for cape Apollonia
the 1oth in the evening, which is about
16 leagues from Afthany, and makes in
three fmall hills; where we arriv’d the
12th, and anchor’d in 15 fathom oozy
ground, about 3 miles fhort of the cape 3
thereby intending to have the benefit of
trading with two or three towns which lie
a little to the W. of it; but our expec-
tations were difappointed, for not one ca-
noe came off to us here more than at 4/~
thany, which fomewhat furprized us, thofe
two places being formerly noted for plenty
of gold, very good, and a quick and
beneficial market.

Wedncfday the 13th in the morring we
got under fail, and having doubled cape
Apollonia, in the evening we came to an
anchor ar Axem in 8 fathom water, about
2 miles from the Dutch fort. This place
is about 10 leagues from the cape. The
14th the Dutch factor Mr. Rawliffon came
aboard us to enquire news from Europe,
and having told him all we could remem-
ber, he ftay’d to dine with us; and after
dinner we found him to be a boon compa-
nion, taking his glafs off fmartly, and fing-
ing and dancing by himfelf feveral jiggs,
Capt. Shurley and I being indifpos’d, and
in no dancing humour ; I was glad to fee
he could be fo cheerful that had liv’d fo
many years in fuch a difmal country; but
his mirth was fuddenly dampt, upon fight
of a great twelve-hand canoe with a flag
in it making from the eaftward towards

our fhips: T was much furpriz’d to fee {o
fudden and extraordinary a change in him,
his countenance appearing full of terror
and confufion; I often ask’d him what
was the caufe of his concern, and offer’d
to fire upon the canoe, and command her
aboard, if he apprehended any thing‘amifs
from her, and to that end prefently gave
the word for the gunner ; but he earneftly
intreated me to forbear, and immediately
leap’d into a fmall canoe that was felling’
fifh by the fhip’s fide to our feamen (his
own being gone athore with butter and
other fmall matters he had purchas’d
aboard us) and fquatting himfelf down in
her flat upon his belly, made the canoe’
men row away to the weft with all the
force they could; and Having taken a
large compafs, landed about a quarter of
a mile from the caftle. I could not then
conceive the reafon of his confternation and*
abrupt departure, but after I underftood
it proceeded from his fear that the great’
canoe was from the Mine-caltle, with the
fifcal in her,s who is a very confiderable’
officer in the Dutch falories, whofe bu-
finefs is to fupervife and infpect all the
caftles the Dutch have upon this coaft s
to obferve what government is kept in
them, and how the Dutch company’s af-
fairs are manag’d, and to fearch it there
be any goods or merchandize in them be-
fides what belongs to the company, which:
the factors or governors often clandeftinely
buy of interlopers and Engli/b fhips, and
trade with upon their own account, to the
great prejudice of the company their maf-
ters, whofe goods in the mean time lic on
hand for want of fale, while they carry on
their own private traffick, contrary to their
oath and covenant; therefore this fifcal
ufes all the ftratagems he can devife to
furprize the caftles unawares, and when he
is leaft expected, that the factors may not
have time to fettle and put things in order,
or convey their goods where they may lie
conceal’d 3 therefore he moft commonly
makes ufe of the night-time, and lands by
break of day, and immediately plants his
men at the gates, and other convenient
pofts, to watch that nothing be convey’d
away or hidden ; then he fearches all the
caftle over with as much fubtlety and ri-
gour as the fevereft old fearcher belonging
to our cuftom-houfe in Lendon, that will
not be brib’d (if there be any fuch) does a
rich Eaft-India fhip, taking account of all
the goods in his way; and if he finds any
more in quantity er quality than by the
factor’s invoice and account of fales there
fhould be of the company’s, he takes them
away with him, and poffibly feizes upon
all the gold the factor has for the compa-
ny’s ufe, and carries himfelf to the Mine,
where
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where he is imprifon’d 5 and the gentleft
ufage the faors meet with upon fuch dif-
covery, istobe well muléted or fined, and
be forc’d to carry a musket in the Mine-
caftle like a common centinel, another be-
ing fubftituted in his government; and
the fame in cafe of being found remifs in
the duties of their poft, and negligent in
the governments of their caftles, fuch as
lying a-nightsout of them, or letting black
women lie a-nights in them; the laft of
which, tho® it be a common pradtice in
our caftles, yet the Dutch feldom or ne-
ver do it, though they all have black or
Malatto wives as well as ours, which they
change at pleafure. For the above reafons
the fifcal is fo dreadful to them; and
*twas the panick fear of him that fo dif-
turb’d poor Rawliffon. The great canoe
foon came aboard us, in which was Frank,
the butler of Cape-Coaft caftle, fent by our
agents there to fetch from us the company’s
letters and packets, together with the fac-
tors we had on board for the caftles: In
their way they call’d on Mr. Buckerige,
who was chief of Dicky’s cove, and came
along with them to us. By this canoe I
receiv’d a letter from our agents, advifing
me to difpofe of as much asI could of my
cargo before I came there, where there was
no trade nor gold, by reafon the country
was all in wars ; and that there was no pro-
bability of procuring any number of flaves
upon the gold coaft.

The Dutch factor Rawliffon, fome time
after he got athore, fent out a canoe a fcout-
ing, by which underftanding his miftake,
he banifh’d his fear, and refolv’d to have
Tother jigg with us; and accordingly we
foon had him aboard, where he continu’d
till late at night, and was carry’d afhore
well ballafted with wine and punch ; butbe-
fore he would part, engag’d Mr. Buckerige,
Capt. Shurley and me to dine with him next
day at his fort, which we promis’d, more
out of an inclination we had to fee the caftle,
town, landing, &¢. than any defire of his
feaft, which we knew muft be very indiffe-
rent. Accordingly in the morning we went
afhore to wait on mynheer Rawlifjon, and
were met at our landing by his fecond, a
young man, and a Frenchman that was his
docor,who conduéted us to the caftle-gate,
where we were receiv’d by himfelf with a
falute of nine guns. We took a walk before
dinner about the caftle, which is old, and
built upon a rock after the Portugueze fa-
fhion, from whom the Dutch plunder’d it;
it has 4 Aankers, and about 18 gunsinall,
thofe towards the fea good and long, and
fome of them brafs; -the walls are pretty
high, and the gate ftrong which faces the
continent. In the midft of the fort is their
warchoufe, kitchen and lodging of the fol-
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diers, over which are 3 or 4 fmall rooms
for the factors, a great part of the roof
and wall of that wherein we din’d was
fallen down ; we had fome Mu/covy ducks,
kid, fith, and ftore of other provifions for
dinner ; but what Ilik’d mo& was a pud-
ding made of a certain large root call’d a
yam, which eat very gratefully, manag’d
as it was by the French dottor, with fugar

- and orange-juice ; we had plenty of punch

and ftumm’d Rberi/h wine; but a drink
they had call’d Cocoro, looking like thin

“whey, and is a fort of Pa/m-wine, was pre-

ferr’d by me before any other: it was ex-
tream pleafant, and in my thought drank
like mead, or rather Verdy, or white Flo-
rence wine, as they call it at Livorno. Din-
ner being over, and the king’s health, the
African company’s, and our own being
drank, each with a falvo of feven guns, we
were invited by Mr. Rawliffon to take a
walk where the negroes ufe to dance, which
was about a quarter of a mile from the fort,
under two or three very large cotton-trees,
of which their canoes are made ; and here
note, that this is the beft and cheapeft
place for fhips that are bound to Whidaw
to flave, to furnifh themfelves with canoes,
they being very fcarce and dear to leeward.
We had feats and liquor brought us, and
foon after came the mufick, being 3 black
fellows, with the like number of hollow
elephants teeth, thro® which they made a
hideous bellowing, another in the mean
time beating a hollow piece of brafs with
a ftick ; then came Mrs. Rawliffon, the
factor’s wife, who was a pretty young
Malatte, with a rich fiik cloth about her
middle, and a filk cap upon her head flow-
er’d with gold and filver, under which her
hair was comb’d out at length, for the
Malatto’s covet to wear it fo, In imitation
of the whites, never curling it up, or letting
it frizzle, as the blacks do; fhe was ac-
company’d, or rather attended, with the
fecond’s and dotor’s wives, who were
young blacks, about 13 years of age, as
near as I could guefs ; after we had faluted
them, they went to dance by turns, ina ri-
diculous manner, making antick geftures
with their arms, fhoulders, and heads,
their feet having the leaft fhare in the ac-
tion: they began the dance moderately,
but as they continu’d it, they by degrees
quicken’d their motion fo, that at the lat-
ter end they appear’d perfe@ly furious and
diftra¢ted. There came fcveral other wo-
men and men to dance, among the laft
were two that had each a jaw-bone of a
man ty’d to the wooden handle of their
fword, which was ftuck into their girdle,
and was about half a yard long and three
inches broad, in fhape refembling a chop-
ping-knife or pruning-bill ; the bones they

Fff told
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told us belong’d to fome great warriors
they had kill’d in fight, on which they
much valu’d themfelves. Having tired our
felves with their frantick dancing, we re-
turn’d to the fort, and, after a glafs of
wine, we gave Mr. Rawliffon thanks for
our entertainment, and took our leaves
and went aboard. The town is on the eaft
fide of the caftle, containing about 100
houfes or huts, ftrait along the banks of
a river which empties itfelf into the fea
near the caftle, at the mouth of which is

the landing-place: I faw above 100 negro

men and women with pails on the fide of
this river, which they told me were wafh-
ing of fand and dirt, in fearch of gold duft.
Here we had but little trade, therefore af-
ter we got aboard we weigh’d, and ftood
along fhore till night, when anchor’d in
18 fathom water, a-breaft the Brandenburg
fort, near cape Tres Puntas.

The t6th in the morning we fet fail, and
got aboutcape Tres Puntas, keeping off in
22 fathom water, to avoid a ledge of rocks
that lie a good diftance out from the mid-
dle cape. About 12 we were off another
Brandenburg taltory, and about 3 in the
evening came to an anchor in Dicky’s cove
in 14 fathom water, the town bearing
N. W. Dicky’s cove is about 3 leagues to
the E. of cape Tres Puntas; here Mr. Buc-
kerige was building a fmall fort upon a
great flat rock, about half a mile to the E.
of the town; it was not half finifh’d at
our being there; he had a few fmall guns
planted upon the rock under the fort open,
which was all his defence then. The town
is pretty large ; we went athore one day
and din’d with Mr. Buckerige; we fill’d
fome water here, got a little wood, and
fome cancy-ftones, for our flaves to grind
their corn upon; and no trade prefenting,
we parted thence the 19th for Succandy.
At Dicky’s cove is the beft and fmootheft
landing of any of our faétories upon this
coaft. We ftood away to leeward,and about
11 in the morning were a-breaft Tagaratha,
which is diftant about feven leagues from
Dicky’s cove, and makes in a heap of high
trees. Off Tagaratha point there lies a ledge
of rocks, for which reafon we gave it a
good birth, keeping in 14 fathom water.
This was the laft place upon the gold coaft
aflign’d us by the Royal African Company
in our charter-parties to difpofe of our
windward cargoes ; which article had we
obferv’d, we muft have brought moft of
it home again, for each of us had 3000
pounds windward cargoes, and had not
fold to the value of 200 pounds apiece at
our arrival here ; fo that we were oblig’d
to feck a market elfewhere," tho’ contrary
to our inftrutions. About 2 we hal’d in,
and about 4 came to an anchor in Succandy

road in 7 fathom water, about 2 miles off
fhore.

fhot of ours, and commands the landing-
place.

The 20th in the morning Capt. Shurley
and I went afhore to our caftle at Succandy,
where we found the factor Mr. Fobnfon in
his bed raving mad, curfing and fwearing
moft wretchedly at us, not in the leaft
knowing Capt. Shurley, tho’ he had a long
former acquaintance with him. I pity’d
from my foul this poor man, who had plun-
ged himfelf into this condition thro’ refent-
ment of an affront put upon him by one
Vanbukeline, the copeman or merchant of
the Mine-caftle, which, as we were inform’d
by his fecond (who was a young lad, and
had been a bluecoat-hofpital-boy) was as
follows. One Taguba, a noted negro wo-
man in Cape Corce town, being got with
child by fome of the foldiers of our caftle
therc, was brought to-bed of a malatto
girl, who growing to be about 11 years
old, Mr. Fobnfon a faltor, then at Cabo
Corce, had a great fancy for her, and pur-
pos’d to take her for his wife (as they take
wives in Guiney) and about that time he
being removed to Succandy, to be chief
factor, to make fure of the girl, took her
there to live with him till fhe was of age
fit for matrimonial functions, ufing much
tendernefs and kindnefs to her, and taking
great pleafure and fatisfaction in her com-
pany for two or three years; when fhe
was grown man’s meat, and a pretty girl,
Vanbukeline by bribes and prefents cor-
rupted her mother Tagnba, and prevail’d
with her to go to Succandy, and under pre-
tence of making a vifit to her daughter,
to fteal her away and bring her to him, he
having order’d a fwift canoe to lie ready
under the Dutch fort at Succandy for that
end. The mother accordingly came, and
having been kindly treated by Mr. Fobnfon,
who fufpeted nothing, went with her
daughter to take a walk, and being come
near the canoe that lay perdue, the canoe-
men took hold of her and put her per force
into it, her mother following, and carry’d
them both away to the Mine-caftle, and
deliver’d the young onc to Vanbukeline,who
foon crack’d that nut which Mr. Fobnfon
had been fo long preparing for his own
tooth. When I din’d with the Dutch ge-
neral at the Mine I faw her there, being
brought in to dance before us, very fine,
bearing the title of madam Vanbukeline.
This, and fome other old differences be-
tween that Dutchman and he, did fo difturb
and vex him, that it threw him into diftem-
pers, and quite turn’d his brain. We were
entertain’d by the young fecond as well as
he could ; and about 3 in the evening we

went

On the point of Succandy ftands a Succandy
{mall Dutch fort, much higher, and in gun- Fers.
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went aboard, where we had not been an
hour before we {pied a fmall thip coming
away with us afore the wind. About 5
fhe {pake with us, and came to an anchor,
being the Eagle pacquet-boat that failed
with us out of the Downs, bound with
letters for Gambo, Sherborow, and cape
Coaft. Caprain Perry that commanded her
then, was dead at Gambo, with feveral of
his men, and his mate Mr. Brown fuc-
ceeded him, who came aboard and gave
us an account of his voyage, and that
agent Colker who parted with us in the
Stanier floop at Monferadoe for Sherborow,
was refus’d admittance by his fecond
when he arriv’d there ;
fcufle enfued, wherein feveral were
wounded, but at length he got poffeflion
again. He foon return’d aboard, and
made the beft of his way to Cape Coaft,
we defigning to call at feveral places in
our way to Jook for trade. The fort of

Succandy was builc by captain Henry Nurfe -

when he was agent for the royal African
company in Guiney, as an infcription up-
on the wall inform’d us. ’Tis a fmall
white fquare houfe, in a large yard, of no
great defence.  On the terras a-top of it
are mounted eight or ten fmall pop iron
guns, good for nothing but to wafte pow-
der, being all honey-comb’d within, and
the carriages rotten and out of order. I
have been inform’d fince my being here,
that the adjacent negroes, inftigated by
Vanbukeline and the Dutch general, had in
the night furpriz’d and feiz’d the fort,
cut Fobnfon the faltor to pieces, and
plunder’d all the goods and merchandize.

The 21ft in the morning we left Suc-

candy, and fteer’d along by Abady point,
which is 2 leagues diftant from it; be-’
tween which and Shuma we anchored, and
lay all night. In the morning fome ca-

noes came aboard, with whom we had a
good trade for gold; but the negroe
merchants were in great pain and fear
let the Dutch fhould difcover them,
and feize their goods for trading with us,

as they have had the impudence todo

often, as I have been inform’d, not only
to fuch as bought of our fhips, but alfo
out of our caftle at Succandy, of which
there was a late inftance; and the ne-
groes making complaint thereof to our
chief merchants at Cape Corce, they fent

to the general of the Mine to demand re-.
ftitution, affuring him that the goods be-

long’d to the royal African company of
England. But all they have been able to
obrain hitherto, was fair promifes with-
out the leaft performance. Indeed the
Dutch are very infolent upon this coaft,
efpecially fince the revolution, endea-
vouring by all methods to undermine

whereupon a-
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and ruin our commerce there (upon what Puicires.

prefumption I know not) and treating
the negroes with great feverity which they
catch trading with us, tho’ we never mo-
left their trade. They have wrefted
Comendo out of our hands (a place that
lies the moft convenient for the gold
trade of any upon the coaft) and ftill
keep it, tho’ our agents have writings
under the kings of the countries hands,
which fhew an undoubted title to it, as
well as our long poffeffion of it formerly.
Therefore of late years our agents.de-
figning to repofiefs it, and fettle a fac-
tory there, and pafling by the Mizne caftle
with materials for that purpofe, the Dutch
from the Mine had the impudence to fire
feveral cannon fhot at the canoe in which
one of our agents was, notwithftanding
he had the king’s jack flag flying in the
head of her; but he purfued his defign,
landed men and materials, and fell to in-
trenching and fortifying ; but ere they
could raife works fufficient to fhelter and’
fecure them, they were fo continually at-
tack’d and difturb’d by the adjacent ne-
groes, hir’d and inftigated by the Dusch,
who had fupply’d them with arms and
ammunition for that end, that they were
forc’d to give over the thoughts of fettle-
ing there, and retire, not without the lofs
of fome men.

The 22d in the evening we got up’
our anchors and ftood along fhore ; and
pafling by Shuma, came to the high bluff
red cliffs, abreaft of which we anchor’d,
and lay all night between Shuma and Co-
mendo 3 from both which places we had a
pretty good trade in the morning: but
the blacks were in great fear of the Dutch
ftill; for tho’ fome of them would buy
two or three bales of perpetuanoes, yet
they would never take them whole, but

would open them and put them in bags

they brought with them, fo many in
each as was an eafy burden for one man
to run away with, which they did for
their better difpatch in landing, and fe-
curing them from the Hollanders. Having
taken what gold we could in this place,
we left it the 23d in the afternoon; and
failing by Comendo, came to Ampeny point,
which is 2 leagues trom the Mine; be-
tween which places we anchor’d, and
lay fair for the trade both of Comendo
and the Mine town. Here we had a
good trade, and took above thirty marks
of gold, each mark being eight ounces
troy. The 25th we fet fail, pafs’d the
Mine caftle, which we faluted with

guns, and anchor’d in the middle be-
tween it and Cape Coaft, being about a
league diftant from each. Here we met
with the beft trade, the negroes coming

up
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up to us from all the towns to leeward
as far as Cormantine. Having made the
beft of our market here, we fet fail the
27th in the afternoon, and before night
came to an anchor in Cape Corce road in
8 fathom water, and faluted our caftle
with 15 guns, which they return’d, it bear-
ing N.N. W,

The caftle of Cabo Corce is the chief of
all thofe our African company have upon
this coaft, and where their agents or
chief fattors always refide ; to which
all the other faftories are fubordinate.
This caftle has a handfome profpe& from
the fea, and is a very regular and well-
contriv’d fortification, and as ftrong as
it can be well made, confidering its fitu-
ation, being encompafs’d with a ftrong
and high brick wall, thro’ which you
enter by a well-fecur’d and large gate
facing the town, and come into a fine
fpacious fquare wherein 4 or 500 men
may very conveniently be drawn up and
exercis’d. It has four flankers which have
a cover’d communication with each other,
and are mounted with good guns; and
over the tank is a noble battery of fifteen
whole culverin and demy cannon, lying
low, and pointing upon the road, where
they woulcr do good execution upon any
thips that fhould pretend to attack the
caftle, if there were a fufficient number
aof ‘men to ply them briskly, that un-
derftood the fport. Under this battery
i1s a curious tank or ciftern which will
contain 400 tons of water, being with
great labour cut in a long fquare out of
a rack, and terrafs’d over, having a con-
venient pair of ftairs to defcend into it to

fetchthe water.  This tank is fill’d every

rain time, and not only fupplies the caftle
with water all the year (which no enemy
can cut off from them or poifon) but
frequently the company’s agents permit
their fhips to fill much of their water
there. The method of filling it is thus.
There are divers channels contriv’d in the
large fquare conveniently to receive the
rain water that pours down from the
flankers, and tops of the other buildings
in the caftle; each of which channels
have two conveyances, one out of the
caftle, and the other into the tank. Af-
foon as it begins to rain, the Bumbay (an
officer fo call’d, whofe charge it is) makes
the negroe flaves belonging to the cattle,
ftop .all the conveyances of the water to
the tank, then fweep the caftle very clean
all over; and after it has rain’d about
an hour, and wafh’d the caftle well, the
water for that fpace running out, and
carrying the filth and dirc with it, he
opens the channels into the tank, where
it runs very clear, and in great quantities,

the rains here being generally in long and
heavy fhowers. This tank is ftrongly
arch’d over, upon which, by the afore-
faid battery, there isa moft pleafant walk.
Of thefe tanks every caftle upon the coaft
has one, but very {mall, and in propor-
tion to the number of foldiersthey are al-
low’d to man them.

In this caftle the agents and fattors have
genteel convenient lodgings; and as to

-the foldiers, I believe there are not bet-

ter barracks any where than here, each
two having a handfome room allow’d
them, and receive their pay duly and
juttly in gold duft oncea week for their
fubfiftence. The caftle has in all about
forty guns mounted, fome of them brafs,
and commonly 100 white men in garri-
fon, with a military land officer to dif-
cipline and command them under the
agents. He is the lieutenant of the cattle,

_but is call’ld by the title of captain.

Every night at eight o’clock the gate is
fhut, where he appoints a good guard,
and comes to the agent or chief merchant
for the word. - Mr. Platt, the chief at
that time, us’d fometimes to compliment
captain Shurley and me to give it, and
at other rimes would give our fhips, our
owners, or our own names; which the
licutenant having communicated to the
reft of the company, after drinking the
king’s health in a bowl of punch, would
take his leave. Captain Freeman had this
poft now, and was a very good officer.
The three chief merchants who had the
government of all the company’s affairs
on this coaft, were Mr. Fo/bua Platt, a
gentleman of good parts and courage,
and had been long accuftomed to thefe
countries. He was gold-taker, receiving
and paying all the company’s gold. The
next to him was Mr. Wilham Ronan, an
Irifb gentleman, who had liv’d long in
France, and fpake that language fluently,
as well as the baftard Portugueze the ne-
groes ufe upon this coaft. He was a
brisk active daring man, a skilful mer-
chant, and of a moft obliging temper;
and tho a Roman catholick by religion,
yet 1 believe the African company could
not employ any that was more real and
zealous for their intereft, or would ex-
pofe himfelf more to ferve them. He
was warchoufe-keeper, receiving and de-
livering all the company’s goods. The
third was Mr. William Melrofs a Scotfman,
a very fober quiet honeft man, and un-
derftood accounts to perfection. He was
Book-keeper. One Smith an Irifbman
was chaplain, who, every morning at’
nine o’clock, read the church prayers to
the garrifon, and preach’d every Sunday.
The furgeon was a Scot, whofe narl!:c I
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have forgot. He had a mate and barber
under him, and was fupply’d with good
medicines from the company in England
by moft of their fhips.

In the caitle there is one fpacious ware-
houfe, and feveral {maller ones; a con-
venient trunk or place for the flaves to
live in by themfelves 5 a good forge with
fmiths to make what iron-work is wanted ;
a large kitchen for dreffing the provifions,
the factors keeping a very plentiful table,
but eat only twice a day, at ten in the
morning and four in the evening ; which
is a very prudent method, the midft of
the day being here (o intenfely hot, that
the very fcent of the meat is enough to

all one’s ftomach. There are feldom
efs than fixteen dine at their table, which
is always well cover’d, and, I have been
aflur’d, ftands the African company fome
years from 12 to 1400 /L tho’ moft
rovifions are very reafonable, there be-
ing ftore of excellent large fith caught of
feveral forts, and fold for little; plenty
of fmall poultry, and abundance of fine
large Mujcovy ducks at low rates. Mut-
ton and goats are not {carce, but very
lean and infipid meat; but beef isa ra-
rity feldom to be met with. The caitle
is well ftock’d with tame pigeons, which
have convenient lodgings, and thrive
very well. When the tank is low, that
fhips cannot be fupply’d withwater thence,
they are forc’d to fill it at a ftanding
pool call’d Domine's hole, a good di-
ftance from the caftle, and roll it thence
over craggy ftones to the landing place,
where negroes, who make it their pro-
feflion and bufinefs, attend to fwim the
water-cask off to the long-boat, which
lies about a cable’s length off fhore at an
anchor, not daring to come nearer for
the great fwell that conftaatly rolls upon
this whole coaft from the vaft Arlantick
ocean., The negroe {wimmers watch a
fmooth, then roll the punchions of water
into the fea till they float; then each
takes his cask and {wims after it, fome-
times above water, fometimes under wa-
ter, ftill puthing it forward before him
till it comes to the longboat, who hoift
it in; for the further off fhore the
fmoother the water: and for this fervice
we pay the blacks fo much a cask when
we go away. The merchandize and ftores
we bring for the caftle, we fend in our
longboat as near the fhore as fhe dare
go, and the canoes come and unlade her;
which being flat bottom’d, play upon the
fea until they perceive a fmooth, then
with violence run themfelves afhore, take
out the goods, and launch off again.

There are two gardens belong to the
caftle, one of which is large, full of

Vor. VI,
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lime and orange trees, but little pot- PuiLries.

herbs or falletting, I prefume, for want
of induftry and care; for I faw great va-
riety of both in the garden of the Mine
caftle, which is very fpacious and plea-
fant; and indeed (which I am forry I

have occafion to fay) the Dutch excel

and out-do us in every thing (except ho-
nefty) on this coaft, their caitles being
much ftronger and better than ours, lie
more conveniently, and are better mann’d
and govern’d, they fparing no coft upon
them to make them ftrong and delight-
ful, and add to them all the conveniencies
that is poffible. In the middle of our
caftle garden is a fquare fummer-houfe
built, where the agents fometimes enjoy
thémfelves. In this garden caprain Shur-
ley and I entertain’d the agents, factors,
and other officers of the caftle at dinner
before our departure (for they would not
venture to come aboard our fthips, left
any cafualty might happen in their ab-
fence) where we enjoy’d our felves plen-
tifully, having each of us fix of our quar-
ter-deck guns brought athore, with pow-
der, &¢. and our gunners to ply them;
which they did to purpofe, and made
them roar merrily, firing eleven at every
health. The other is nearer the catftle,
and is call’d Black Fack’s garden, having
nothing therein but cocoa-nut trees. This
is the burying place of our factors and
white men that die there, except the
agents and fome others, who, for fome
extraordinary refpects, are buried in by-
places in the caftle. Mr. Klayton, the
chief of Fredericksburg, or the Danes
hill fort, a ftrong healthy man, ficken’d
while I was here, and in three days died
of a fever, and was buried in that garden
with all the ceremony ufual upon fuch
occafions. The agents with moft of the
factors, and a detachment of the gari-
fon, with their arms revers’d, attending
the corps. Affoon as it was in the grave
they fired a volley ; which being a fignal
to the caftle, it fired 10 guns, as did
each of our fhips. The ceremony being
ended, Mr. Fobn Roozfey, a Barbadian,
who came over with our fhips, was ap-
pointed by the agents as fucceffor to the
deceas’d in his government of the Dares
hill ; which he that night took pofleflion
of, and treated us next day with a hand-
fome dinner there.

We landed out of the Ilannibal at this
place thirty foldiers for the company, in
as good health as we receiv’d them aboard
in England 3 but in two months time that
we lay here to complete our bufinefs, they
were near half dead, and fcarce enough
of the (urvivors able to carry their fcllows
to the grave. :
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The way of receiving the gold upon
this whole coaft, is by weight, of which
the feveral kinds that are us’d, and in
which we keep our accounts, are marks,
ounces, achies, and taccooes. A taccoo
is a fmall berry as big asa pea, 12 of
which make an achy, viz.

1 achy,
I ounce troy,
1 mark gold;

12 Taccooes are
16 Achies are
8 ounces troy are

Value about 32 /. Sterling. They have

other denominations for weights, as a.

bendy is 2 ounces; a peefe, which is 4
achies; a damby, which is a little black
berry, two of which make a taccoo. If
they are to purchafe a thing of fmall va-
lue that they have no weight little enough
for it, they give a grain of gold which
they call a Cracra. We keep our ac-
counts in marks, ounces, achies, and
taccooes only. The gold is moft in duft,
with fome pieces of rock among it; and
fometimes in wire, and wedges, and
broken fatithes. We firft fift and blow
the duft gold in copper fifters and pens
we carry for that purpofe, until it be
well clear of dirt (which will blow away,
being lefs weighty than the gold) then it
is carefully pick’d, and all the bad or
fufpicious taken from it by a negroe that

underftands gold well, and we entertain

aboard for that purpofe, giving him a
gratuity when we have done trading.
We likewife carry touchftones to try the
gold ; and indeed we had need of all the
caution imaginable to avoid being cheated
by the negroes, which they often endea-
vour by mixing filings of brafs with the
gold duft, and filling the middle of their
caft ingots with lead ; fo that we never
take any of them without cutting them
with a chizel into fmall pieces, to fee
that they be the fame throughout. The
rock gold is generally good, being in
fuch lumps and fhape as cannot be eafily
counterfeited 3 only thereis much dirt in
holes and crevices of it, which muft be
pick’d out ere ’tis weigh’d.

~ The commodities that are moft in de-
mand upon the gold coaft, are blue and
red perpetuanoes, pewter bafons of feve-
ral fizes, from one to four pound
weight, old fheets, large Flemi/b knives,
iron bars, cafes of fpirits, blue fayes, if
well dyed, and coral, if large and of a
good colour. Thefe goods will fcldom
or never fail of a good market. Ialfo
carried there on account of the African
company, muskets, niconees, tapfeals,
bayfadoces, brafs kettles, Englyh carpets,
Welfb plains, lead bars, firkins of tallow,.
powder, &¢. None of which did an-

{fwer expettation, being forc’d to bring
back to Englard a great part of them;
and thofc we fold were at a very low rate.
In the mornings early the blacks came
aboard to trade, bringing their gold in
divers little rags, according to the num-
ber of thofe who employ them to trade
for them ; which when we have blown
and pick’d clean, we return what we dif-
like, and weigh the reft ; for which we
deliver them fuch commodities as they
require to the value, which they will catt
up by head to admiration. We are al-
ways very kind to good traders, giving
them ftore of good punch and brandy ;
but fuch as bring very bad gold, we
fometimes chaftize; and to deter them
from the like practice, we pour fome
aqua fortis upon it, which immediately
turns all the brafs that is amongft it,
green, to the great admiration and con-
tufion of the cheats, whom we turn away
with fevere threats, and fometimes put
them in irons. Captain Shurley, at Ani-
mabo, threw two ounces of a negroe’s
gold over board, becaufe it was very full
of brafs, and never made the black a
farthing fatisfaction. Often fome of the
beft traders will come and defire us to
give them credit for the value in goods of
2 or 3 marks of gold, promifing payment
in a certain number of days, when their
fervants or boys (as they call them tho®
they be fixty years old) return from the
inland countries, with the produce in
gold of fuch merchandize as they fent by
them there to difpofe of. Commonly
they will leave fome pledge in our hands
till payment, as great collars of gold, and
other large fatifhes of exquifite workman-
thip, which their great men wear, and
which they will be fure to redeem : but
if we take their words, and they do not
come and pay us according to promife,
the method we take for fatisfaétion, is,
to piniar or feize upon as many of the
negroes of that town where our debtor
lives, as we can, or as will come to the
value of the debt, which we fecure
aboard, and threaten to carry away with
us if they be not redeem’d; where-
upon they fend word to their friends and
relations where they are, and upon what
account they are piniar’d, and how much
the debt is. Prefently their friends de-
mand a palavera before the king or great
capafhiers of the town, who oblige the
debtor and his friends to provide the fum
they owe, to releafe thofe that were pi-
niar’d on their account, or elfe to deliver
us themfelves in their ftead : but this is
feldom done, we being very cautious in

trufting them for any confiderable value.

The
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Carelefnefs  The negroes are fo little apprchenfive

of the " of danger, that when we have fold them

f:;;’,;;‘: two or three barrels of powder, and they

gun-pow- have got it into their canoe, they have

der. bought a cafe of fpirits and fallen to
drinking and {moaking tobacco till they
were drunk, all the while fitting a top of
the barrels of powder, and letting the
fparks from their pipes fall upon them
without any concern, which created a
terror in us to fee, and by which means
they are frequently blown up ; fo that it
is our cuftom, afloon as we have fold
them any powder, to make them take it
into their canoe, and put off, and lie
about 200 yards from the fhip till the
reft of their bufinefs be completed, left
we might be injur’d by their ftupid care-
lefnefs.

About 100 yards from the caftle is a
redoubt built upon an afcent with two or
three fmall guns mounted thercon, where-
in wo foldiers always keep watch, to
give notice to the caftle if they perceive
any enemy or danger approaching. They
get up into it by a ladder which they
hale up after them, and keep therein till
they defcend again, being built after the
fame manner as the towers that lie along
the coaft of Spain, to give notice of the
approach of any Moors or Turki/b pirates ;
only thofe do it by beacons, whereas
thefe fire their guns.

In the caftle is kept a fchool to teach
the little black children of the town to
read and write, and fo prepare them to
be made chriftians. But fuch is the delu-
fion and obftinacy of the negroes in their
own fuperftitious paganifm, that they are
neither willing to be baptiz’d themfelves,
nor will be prevail’d upon to let their
children partake of that great and inetti-
mable blefling of being lifted under the
banners of the great captain of our fal-
vation, but bring them up to be the de-
vil’s flaves, whom they worthip under
the difguife of their fatithes.

Near the great gate is a dungeon for the
confinement of heinous maletactors, fuch
as murderers, traitors, (¢, till an oppor-
tunity prefents to fend them into England
to be tried, and receive the rewards of
their villainy. Which dark apartment
one of my trumpeters whofe name was
William Lord, hanfel’d; for being afthore
drinking punch with fome of the inferior
officers of the caftle, there happened a
difference between him and one of the
ferjeants, who gave him a challenge
to meet him with his fword near the re-
doubt, which the trumpeter promis’d, and
was as good as his word ; and both lug-
ging out, it was the ferjeant’s chance to
be thruft into the belly 5 upon which he

Barbadoes.

refign’d his fword, begg’d his life, and
funk down. Upon knowledge whereof
at the caftle, the trumpeter was fciz’d and
clap’d into the dungeon, which affoon as
I underftood, I dcfird the agents that
their furgeon and mine might vifit the
ferjeant, fearch his wound, and confult
the confequence thereof, if mortal or not,
which they freely agreed to; and in
about an hour after the furgeons return’d,
and made their report, both concurring
that it was not mortal nor dangerous,
the fword having only pafs’d about five
inches glancing into the abdomen, without
going thro’ the belly, or injuring any of
the entrails. Whereupon the trumpeter
was releas’d; who, after thanks given
the agents, immediately repair’d aboard
the fhip, as his beft a/y/lum, where he was
out of the reach of their power. But
tho’ he was fo lucky this time, yet I fuf-
pect a halter will be his fate; for, tho’
a ftout fellow, he was a moft diffolute
wicked wretch ; and for his villainies and
irregularities aboard, I was forc’d, at
St. Thomas’s ifland, to clap him in irons,
hands and feet, and keep him fo upon
my poop eight weeks till my arrival at
Barbadoes, where I purpos’d to put him
on board one of his majefty’s men of war
that knew how to handle fuch refractory
fparks; but upon his feeming repentance
and earneft intreaty I was prevail’d upon
to forbear, to my great vexation after-
wards ; for he foon got afhore there, and
run away from my fhip, concealing him-
felf in fome of the idle houfes in Bridge-
town, till, by his extravagancies, he had
not only fpent all his wages, but run fo
far in debt, that he could have no longer
entertainment or credit; whereupon he
enter’d himfelf on board a fmall New-
England frigat of twenty guns, and an
excellent failer, which fome Barbadoes
merchants bought and mann’d, and fitted
out warlikely, and brought colonel Ru/-
Jel the governor to be part-owner with
them, who gave her his commiffion. The
pretence of her voyage was for Madaga/-
car to purchafe negroes; but as I pri-
vately underftood then, and fince have
been well affured, her defign was for the
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Red Sea, to make the beft of her market -

with the Mogul’s fhips, which having
done, and bought a fcw negroes for a
colour, fhe might boldly and fafely re-
turn to Barbadoes with her treafure, as
long as the governor was interefted, and
a party concerned, and fo near of kin to
the Engli/b admiral. Ifold a certain judge
and merchant therc then, a large parcel
of fire-arms for her ufe, more than was
cuftomary or neceffary for fuch a fmall
vefel to carry only for her defence on a

trading
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trading voyage. What became of her
fince I know not. My trumpeter’s entring
aboard her led me to fpeak fo much of
her; who being entertain’d in the gover-
nor’s fervice, I found it was in vain to
have him and feveral others of my men
reftor’d, who were tempted to defert me.
The reft of the merchant fhips there
then, heavily felt the effeéts of fitting out
that fhip, by the lofs of their men;
which, together with the plague that vio-
lently reign’d there, the prefling for the
king’s fervice to complete the men of
wars numbers, &9¢. were grown fo fcarce,
that an ordinary fellow would demand
thirty pounds pay for the voyage thence
to Ewngland, which is generally made in
fix weeks, and to be difcharg’d at the
firft port in England we put into. Cap-
tain Sivclair, commander of the Leere fri-
gate, in my hearing, offer’d to pay cap-
tain Thomas Sheirman, commander of his
majefty’s thip Tyger, under whofe convoy
he was to come home, the fum of one
hundred pounds down prefently, upon
condition he would lend him ten of the
worft men he had to help to fail his fhip
home, and likewife pay the men what
wages they fhould demand ; which cap-
tain Sheirman abfolutely refus’d upon any
terms whatfoever. _

At Cabo Corce we took in part of the
Indian corn order’d us for the provifion
of our negroes to Barbadoes, the allow-
ance being a chelt which contains about
four bufhels for every negroe. It is
charg’d the company at two achies per
cheft, and bare meafure ; but we could
buy better of the blacksat an achy and I,
and heap’d meafure. Here is fome palm
oil, but it is cheaper at Whidaw, tho’ the
ifland of St. Thomas is the cheapeft place,
and where there is moft plenty of it.

The company had here a{mall brigan-
tine, commanded by one Bradfhaw, for
the ufe of the caftle, thebeing chiefly em-
ploy’d to carry ftores and merchandize,
&e. to the other factories upon this coaft.

While we lay at this place, the king
of Sabo, and Nimpha the general of the
Arecanys arrived here, with about 20000
blacks, in their return from the wars
againft the king of Futtoo, whom they
had routed out of his country, and forc’d
to feek protection at the Mine-caftle, and
made his brother king, who foon follow’d
them to Cape Corce caftle, where he
took the fatith to be at conftant enmity
with his brother, to be ever true to the
Euglifh intereft, and not to moleft the
Arcanys in their trade, which was the
occafion of the war with his brother.
But of this I fhall fay more when I come
to give an account of their fatifhes.

While we were here there happened a
wedding, as follows. The gunner of the
caftle, either tird with, or difliking his
prefent wife, turn’d her away, and, while
we were here, took to him another,
being daughter to captain 4mo one of
the caftle capafhiers ; the wedding be-
ing concluded with only giving a treat
to the caftle officers, and fome of her
jetty relations, and a cloth to herfelf,
they were man and wife ; but when
they came to the point of confummation,
the girl being not above twelve years
old, found it fo painful that fhe could
not bear it; which fretted the gunner to
that degree, that he grew angry with his
new wife ; but finding that prevail’d but
little, he bought three or four yards of
red flower’d filk from our fhips; which
fhewing his wife, promis’d togiveit her for
a cloth, upon her paffive obedience, and
not otherwife. The beauty of the filk fo
dazzled the eyes of the girl, and fo footh’d
her pride, as that night it feems the gun-
ner made a breach with his cannon ; for
the next morning the lady was in her
filks, and both good friend,;.

The gold coaft is more healthy and
hilly, and léfs woody than any other part
of Guiney, being cover’d with thick
fthrubs and furzes, fo that I could not
go half a mile into the inland, and there-
fore can give noaccount of it.

When a fadtor fends a black upon an
errand to another factor, tho’ forty miles
diftant, his paffport is only the fattor’s
cane, which he delivers him ; upon fhew-
ing of which he is permitted to pafs any
where unmolefted, and has credence given
him, and confidence repos’d in him by
the perfon he is fent to. The kings and
great capafhiers here are very fond of
canes, and ’tis the greateft prefent the
African company can make them, each
of our caftle capafhiers having one as
a badge of his office ; and the king of
Sabo had one given him about fix foot
long, thick, and with a large filver head,
which he much efteem’d, and carried al-
ways with him.

Having landed all the caftle cargo,
which took us up a great deal of time,
the Eaft-India Merchant and our fhip hav-
ing each 300 tons of goods, and no
boats to load it in but our own long-
boats, which could not work both at
the fame time 3 and fometimes the fea fo
high, that we could do nothing for fix
or feven days together, the canoes not
being able to come off to fetch the goods,
which occafion’d our long ftay here, to-
gether with filling our water, difpofing
of our windward cargo as much as we

could, the caftle refufing to take the re-
mainder
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mainder afhore on any terms, fettling ac-
counts with the company’s chief merchants,
taking corn aboard, &¢. All which hav-
ing at length effetted, on the 24th of
April about 5 in the evening I took my
leave of the company’s worthy factors
here, who had heap’d upon me abundance
of civilities during my ftay with them,
and whofe candour I fhall always grate-
fully remember, as well as that of all the
honeft gentlemen of our nation upon this
whole coaft, who endeavour’d to outvie
each other in their favours and kind en-
tertainments of us in their feveral faories,
being overjoy’d at our arrival, and no lefs
troubled and concern’d for our departure.
But go we muft ; and accordingly, aftera
great many reciprocal endearments, I
with’d them all a merry Cbriftmas, and
took boat, having two chefts of gold for
the African company in London with me
in her. 1 had order’d the fhip to be got
under fail, and ftand off and on in the
road to expect us; but before we could
reach her, we were overtaken bya very
fevere tornado, which, for fear of finking
the boat, the fea running very high, made
us row right afore it, blowing extreme-
ly hard till 10 o’clock at night, by which
time we were drove halt way between
Cape Corce and the Minecaftle ; but then
having lefs wind, we turn’d the boat’s
head, and rowed to the eaft to look for
the fhip, which, about one in the morn-
ing, we found at anchor off of the Danes-
hill fort, which is about gun-fhot trom
Cape Corce caftle, to the eaft, on the top
of a round fteep hill. It has ten guns,
and is impregnable by its fituation, if it
has men and provifions fufficient. We
got it from the Dancs, and now Mr. Fobs
Rootfey was factor therc for the company,
with about twelve foldiers in garrifon. It
has a wery good garden belonging to it
at the foot of the hill, which produces a
vaft quantity of limes and oranges.

When we came aboard we got in the
chefts of gold, and hoifted our pinnace
upon the booms, but was acquainted by
my mate, that when he came to an anchor
with the {imall-bower in the turnado, bring-
ing up the fhip, the cable broke, fo that he
was forc’d to lct go the beft-bower, by
which we rid all night.

April the 25th.  This morning we took
our leave of the caftle, paying our refpects
in 15 guns, which they return’d, it being
too late to falute them laft night: About
8 o’clock fent our long-boat on the buoy
to weigh the fmall-bower anchor, and get
him aboard, but he was fo fettled in the
ground with the tornado, that in heaving a
ftrain the buoy-rope broke, and the boat

drove to leeward ; we after fent our boats
Vou. VL

with a taw-line and double-hcaded fhot
to fweep for him, but to na purpofe, for
they could not find himall day, therefore
were forc’d to leave him behind s Caprain
Shurley got into Animabo this day, but
the feeking for our anchor hinder’d us:
The 26th at 6 in the morning we hove
up our beft-bower, and ftaod to the Eaft
for Animabo ; we pafs’d by Maury, or fort
NajJaw, pofiefs’d by the Dutch s ’tis about
a league trom cape Carce; it lies high, and
looks like a handfome fmal] madern forti-
fication, of ahout 16 or 20 guns ; but I was
notafhore there, therefore can fay no morae
of it. Abhout 9 o’clock we were abreaft
Anifhen, whichis a thatch’d-houfe, where
qur African company have a fmall faétary,
and lies about a league thort of Auima-
bo, where about 10 a-clock we arriv'd,
and anchor’d in 7 fathom water, about a
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mile and half off fhore, the caftle bearing

N. W, which we faluted with 7 guns, and
were return’d the fame.  'We maor’d our
thip with ketch-anchor and haufer ; and
after dinner | went afhore to Mr. Searle
the factor here, to know where and when
we fhould fend for the corn affign’d us
here by the chief merchants at cape Corce,
there being not enough to fupply us there,
and theretore were w call tor the reft st
this place, and Aena, to compleat our
quanuty of 700 chefts each. Mr. Searie
immediately order’d what quantity he had
to be delivered us whenever our hoats
came for it, and entertain’d us very love
ingly till night, when Capt. Sburley and I
went aboard. Awimabo lies in the king-
dom of Fantine, is a pretty large rowns
the negro ighabitants are accounted very
bold and ftout fellows, but the moft de-
fperate treacherous villains, and greateft
cheats upon the whole coafl, for the gold
here is accounted the worft, and moft
mix’d with brafs, of any in Guiney ;5 it lies
about 4 leagues to the Fatt ot Cabo Corce.
Our caftle is preuy ftrong, of about 18
guns, where we were very kindly enter-
tained by Mr. Searle fome days, and by
Mr. Cooper at Aga on other days. Aga i
a fmall thatch’d hgufe, about halt a mile
to the eaft from Auimaio, on the fea-fhore,
having licde or no detence except a few
mufkets. It has a large yard and fine
pond for ducks. Mr. Cooper the fallor,
who is a very ingenious young gentleman,
gave us a cordial reception, having the
company of his wife (ashe call’d her) ¢o
dine with us, as we had of Mrs. Searle’s
at Animabo, being both Mulattos, as was
Mr. Ronons’s at Cabe Corce. This is a
pleafant way of marrying, for they can
turn them off and take others at pleafure 3
which makes them very carcful to humour
their hufbands in wathing cheir liaen,

Hhhb clean=

Animabe:

Aga.
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WV charge of keeping them is little or no-

thing.

We lay at Animabo until the 2d day of
May, when captain Shurley and I having
each of us got off 180 chefts of corn, fill’d
two boats of water, and difpos’d of what
we could of the remainder of our wind-
ward cargo, we took leave of Mr. Searle
and Mr. Cooper, and got up our anchors,
and ftood to the E. along fhore about 2
leagues diftant ; and at night came to an
anchor in 15 fathom water. While we
lay at Animabo we had frequently the com-
pany of Mr. Fafleman, the Dutch gover-
nor of Cormantine caftle, to dine with us,
and were handfomely treated at dinner
one day by him at his caftle of Cor-
mantine, and the next day he and our
factors favour’d me with their company
aboard the Hannibal. Cormantine 1s a
pretty neat fort of about twenty guns,
lying much higher than ours, and about
a league to the eaft of it. During our
ftay here, Mr. Henry Nurfe, eldeft fon to
agent Nurfe, a very hopeful young gentle-
man, departed this life aboard the Eaft-
India Merchant, where he was third mate.
Out of refpect to him captain Shurley and 1
fent our boats and officers to attend: the
corpfe to Cape Coaft caftle to be buried.
‘When it put off from our fhips we fired
each 20 guns at half a minute’s diftance,
as ufual in fuch cafes. He was interr’d
in a by place in the caftle very decently,
as we were inform’d by our officers that
return’d at night, and had all rings given
them, as had all the fa¢orsof the caftle.
I had two little negroe boys prefented me
here by our honeft factors, and two be-
fore at Cape Corce, with good ftore of
Moufeovy ducks, and other frefh provifions.

May the 3d. This morning we got un-
der fail, and ftood along fhore for #iniba.
We had feveral canoes come off, ‘which
occafion’d our lying by often in hopes of
trade, but found little, they wanting gold.
At 8 in the evening we anchor’d left we
thould out-fhoot our port.

May the 4th. This morning at 8 made
fail, and at 11 came to an anchor at
Winiba in 9 fathom good ground; and
having moor’d fhip after dinner, went
afhore to fee for our canoes, which Mr.
Nicolas Buckrige, the fator here, had
promis’d to procure us for our ufe at
Whidaw.

Here we got each of us one five-hand
canoe, and fet our canoe-men and carpen-
ters to work to fit them with knees and
timbers to ftrengthen them. We hal’d
our long-boatafhore and trim’d her, being
leaky, and much worm-eaten. We fill’d

fome water and cut good ftore of fire-

wood by the queen’s permifiion. This
queen is about hfty years old, as black
as jet, butvery corpulent. We went with
Mr. Buckrige to pay our refpeéts to ler
under a great tree where fhe fat.  She re-
ceiv’d us very kindly, and made her at-
tendants dance after their manner betore
us. She was very free of her kiffes to
Mr. Buckrige, whom fhe feem’d much to
efteem ; and truly he deferv’d it trom all
that knew him, being an extraordinary
good-humour’d and ingenious gentleman;
and underftood this country and language
very well.  We prefented her with an
anchor of brandy each, and fome hands
of tobacco, which fhe receiv’d with abun-
dance of thanks and fatisfaction; and fo
bid her good night.  She was fo extremely.
civil betore we parted, to offer each of us
a bed-fellow of her young maids of honour
while we continued there, but we modeftly
declin’d her majefty’s proffer, and that
night lay athore with Mr. Buckrige. Next
day we were forc’d to keep a faft; for the
cook being drefling of dinner, among
which there was a young pig roafting
at a quick fire, the flame of it reach’d
the dry palm branches that thatch’d the
kitchen, which immediately took fire, and
fpread foin an inftant, that, in lefs than a
quarter of an hour, our dinner and kitchen
were converted to athes. Mr. Buckrige
liv’d here in a little thatch’d houfe with
mud walls, withoutany defence, and was
often in great fear and hazard of being
deftroy’d and plunder’d by the Quamboers,
who arean inland people, and frequently
make ravages towards the fea-fide for
booty, and had fent him fome threatning
meflages, tho’ the queen aflur’d him, that
the would lofe her own life before he
fhould receive any injury ; but he little de-
pended upon that, but was very glad our
fhips were there for a fafe retreat upon
occafion. And one night being alarm’d
with a2 rumour that the Quamboers were
upon their march towards the town, he
pack’d up all the company’s goods ready
to come aboard us, but that he was in-
form’d foon that it was a caufelefs report.
He was building of a fort for his fecurity
about a mufket fhot from the fea-fide,
upon an eminence, and had raifed the
walls about eight foot high, fquare, and
duga tank within ; but not having work-
men nor other neceflaries from Cape Corce,
as he expected and wanted, the building
went on but flowly, to his great vexation,
who had now ceverd the tops of the walls
with palm branches, againft the rainy fea-
fon, to keep -the water from foaking in
to decay them.s Fle made bricks here,
but fad crumbling unferviceable trath:
and, as he told me, neceflity had fore’d

him
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him to pound oyfter-fhells into powder,
to ferve for lime to make mortar, there
being ftore of oyfters on this coaft, and the
faid oyfter lime would faften and cement
very well; there was not above 20 houfes
in this town : round it are pleafant fields
inclos’d with good hedges, and full of
Indian corn and good grafs, this country
lying low ; about a mile from the town
towards the inland are divers large lakes
or ponds of water; on the fides of which we
faw many Guineyhens, and great diverfity
of other towls, but the beft fight was the vait
herds of wild deer, which rang’d the plains
about thefe lakes ; of which I can modeftly
affirm, that I have feen 500 at once, but
fo very wild that they would not fuffer us

to come within fhot of them, being inform’d

by Mr. Buckrige, that the negroes method
of killing them, was to lie perdue near the
fountain where they came to drink in the
night, and fo take their conveniency of
thooting them ; and we being defirous to
regale ourfelves with a haunch of venifon,
lett my gunner and the gunner of the Eaft-
India Merchant, with guns and ammuni-
tion near the lakes to make wars with them
in the night, at their own inftance, who
promis’d to victual our fhips with venifon
by next day, having both been old deer-
ftealers in England, and underftood the
trade s but they were now it feems out of
their element, for next day they return’d
to usloaden with excufes, but no venifon.

Here area vaft number of over-grown
large baboons, fome as bigasa large maf-
tiff dog, which go in droves of 50 and
100 together, and are very dangerous to
be met with, efpecially by women ; who
1 have been credibly affured they have
often feiz’d upon, ravifh’d, and in that
kind abus’d one after another, till they
have kill’d them. Here is plenty of wood,
and good watering, but both abouta mile
to the eaft of the town.

Mr. Buckrige had a good trade here for
gold, and were the fort that is begun com-
pleated and arm’d, for the defence of the
company’s goods and factors, as well as
the town and traders from free-booters, it
would certainly turn to the African com-
pany’s great advantage, there being no
other nation near to moleft or interfere in
the trade, nor will the queen permit any
other nation to fettle here, tho’ the com-
plain’d that our agents at Cape Coaft did
neglect her in not fending her a cane, and
a picce of filk for a cloth, according to
promife, the fame goods are in demand
here as to windward on the gold coaft.

Our bufinefs being compleated at #i-
niba by the gth inftant, we went aboard and
got our fhips under fail for Acra, Mr.
Buckrige going my paflenger, to pay a

vifit to Mr. Bloome the factor there. Capt.
Shurley has been long fick of a flux and
fever, and is now very ill, and I troubled
with violent convulfions in my head, that
Ican get no fleep without opiates, and fo
giddy that I cannot walk without affiftance ;
we ftood along fhore all day with an eafy
fail to the eaft, and at night came to an
anchorin 14 fathom water, with our ftream-
anchor and cable, which we have chiefly
ufed along the whole coaft for the eafinefs
of weighing him.

May the 1oth. This day had a fine gale
at S. W. fteering within two leagues of
the fhore along to the eaft till night, when
chopt to an anchor in 11 fathom clay
ground.

May the 11th. This day we lay be-
calm’d.

May the 12th.  We weigh’d early this
morning, with a fmall breeteat W.S. W,
and at 10 faw Acra fort 3 and at 12 let go
our anchor in eight fathom water, about
two mile off fhore: Here Mr. Fobn Bloome
the factor order’d us the remainder of our
corn, to compleat 700 chefts apiece, which
we got aboard, fill’d fome water, and had
pretty good trade, which encourag’d us
to ftay till the 17th, in which time we
took 14 marks of gold, and r3 more in
our way from Cape Corce here, having
taken in all upon the coaft for produce of
as much of my windward cargo as I could
difpofe of, 113 marks gold, for account
of the royal African company, and the
ownersof the fhip. I bought a five-hand
canoe here of the black general, who had
furpriz’d and feiz’d the Danes fort here,
forced the Danes general to fly to the
Dutch to fave his life, murder’d his fecond
and feveral of the foldiers, and now trades
with the Dutch interlopers, and fupplies
them with water and other neceflaries,
which they can get no whereelfe, except
the iflands of St. Thomas and Princes.
When the caftle was furpriz’d there was
ftore of merchandize of all kinds therein,
and above 50 marks of gold, as I was in-
form’d by the Danes general, who foon
left the Dutch and came to Cape Cerce caftle,
where he was very kindly receiv’d antd
entertain’d by our agents; but finding no
fhipsof hisown nation arrive, he accepted
of the offer I made him of his paflage,
gratis, withusto Eyrope, tho’ he own’d he
wasin great fear of being call’d to an ac-
count in Denmark, for the lofs of the caftle,
it being furpriz’d by a parcel of riegroes
that were admitted 1n, under pretence to
trade, but were privately arm’d, and
while his fecond was fhewing them goods,
oneof them ftabb’d him behind, and then
difperfed to fccure all the others in the
caftle, having a party lying conceal’d with-
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Puiuies. out, toaflift them upon fignalgiven s the ge-
~ V"~ neral hearing a diforder 1n the caftle, came

outof hischamber with his fword in hishand
to fee what was the matter, and was immedi-
ately affaulted by twoblacks, againft whem
he made good his ground for fome time,
calling to his fecond and foldiers for affift-
ance, but finding none come, but in their
ftead more arm’d blacks, he betook him
toa window, whence he flung himfelf out,
and fled to the Dustch as before, but not
without receiving feveral wounds, ene of
which had difabled his left arm 5 he was a
young man about 26 years of age, which
poflibly may occafion the more reflections
upon him ; for what accidents happen to
old men are pafs’d over, and look’d upen
as not to be avoided, whereas the fame
happening to a young man, are generally
imputed to his ignorance, careleisnefs, or
intemperance, tho’ he may have more
fenfe, care, and febriety, than many of
the formal long-beards.

This black general fent two of his

general’s fervants to invite Mr. Bloome, Mr. Buckrige,
entertain- and myfelf, to dine with him, which we

ment.

accepted, and were carried there in ham-
mocks he had fent to attend us; when we
came to enter the caftle the guatd demand-
ed our fwords, which Mr. Bloome and
Buckrige, and the reft deliver’d, but I re-
fus’d, . at which they feem’d concern’d,

~and went to acquaint the general, who

himfelt came to receive us, and told me
it was always the cuftom, that all who en-
ter’d there left their fwords at the gate,
I reply’d that might be, but that it was
never the cuftorn of Engli/b commanders
to part with their fwords, upon any ac-
count whatfoever; in which finding me
refolute, he feem’d fatisfy’d and led us in 5
hre fhew’d us the way into the dining room,
which wasby climbing up a ladder, and
entring thro’ a hole, or fcuttle: when we
were afcended he drank to us in a glafs of
brandy, and all the guns in the fort were
difcharg’d ; after we had walk’d about

aquarter of an hour in the caftle, I pull’d-

oft my fword of my ownaccord, and gave
it my own boy to hold, which I perceiv’d
he took very kindly.

We were trcated at dinner with plenty
of punch and vituals, and indeed pretty
well drefs’d, confidering the fwinith man-
ner ’tis the cuftom of the negroestoeat
but we were oblig’d for it tg theexperience
the black general got in one of our facto-
ries, where he had ferved fome time in
quality of cook, and now went very often
nto the kitchen to give the neceflary or-
ders, tho’ at dinner he was in great flate,
having a negroe boy with a piftol on each
fide him for a guard : He drank the king
of England’s, the African company’s, and

3

our own healths frequently, with vollies:
of cannon, ef which he fired above 200,

during our ftay there: The flag he had
flying was white, with a black man painted <"

in the middle brandifhing a fcymiter: The
caftle is old and much out of repair ; it
has -about ¥6 guns, butmuch out of kel-
ter 5 it lies about four miles to the eaft of
our caftle; in our return from themce we
kil’d four hares with clubs, of which
vermin here are vaft nambers, in the fedge
and furzes, which are hereabouts very
thick : Mr. Bloome, with a little fpaniel

he had, would ia half an hour’s time take-
three or four of them when he pleas’d ;.

but I thoughe them very infipid meat:
The next day after our being with the
black general, arrived at Acra two Danifp
fhipsof 26 guns apiece 3 as they pafs’d by
our fhips they faluted us with 9 guns each,
which we return’d, and they came to an an-
chorabout a mile to the eaft of us ; they were
fent on purpofe from Denmark tocompound
with the black general for the furrendering
of their fort, and to fettle it again, for
which end they had brought with them a
governor, foldiers, provifions, ammunition,
merchandize, &¢. They made fome propo-
fitions to the black general while we were
here, but his demands were fo exorbitant,
that they would not comply with them; tho’
fince Iunderftood that the fort wasdeliver’d
to them, upon figning an inftrument, to
quitall pretenfions of reparation, or fatis-
faction, from the black general and his
accomplices, for feizing the caftle, and
for the merchandize and 50 marks of gold
that were in it, at the time of feizure, and
pay down 50 marks of gold more upon de-
livery of the caftle; all which they per-
form’d, and having refettled it, went for
Whidaw to purchafe flaves, and in their
voyage thence to the #¢ft-Indies, put into
the ifland of Princes for water, where Avery
the pyrate fell in with them, fought, took,
plunder’d, and burnt them, which wasthe
unhappy end of their voyage. The poor
Danifb general went from us aboard his
country-men, but not without reluctancy,
and fear of being harfhly treated in Den-
mark ; but it feems Long Ber (as they call’d
thatrogue Avery) prevented that.

Capt. Thomas Shurley, commander of capenin
the Eaft-India Merchant, my confort, de- Shurley

’

parted this life here, having been long fick 4ies.

of a fever and flux; he was handfomely
bury’d in Acra cattle, a la Soldado, his
own fhip firing guns at half a minute dift-
ance, during the time the corpfe was row-
ing athore: Mr. Bloome, myfelf, Mr.
Buckrige, and the chiet of the Dutch fac-
tory, held up the pall; after he was bury’d,
according to the fervice of the church of
England, his own fhip fired 30 guns, the

Hannibal
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Hannibal 26, Acra fort 20, and the Dutch
and blacks fort 16 each: He was very
averfe to making a will, and took it amifs
when [ urg’d him toit; he lefc the com-
mand of his thip to his firft mate, Mr.
Clay, and as to his own concerns, faid his
purfer, Mr. Price, knew how all lay.

Acra fort has about 20 guns, but a
thin garrifon, not confifting of above 12
white men; it is in form fquare, having
a baftion or flanker at each angle, on which
the cannon are mounted ; ‘the fouth flanker
fell down while we were here, the rain
having foak’d in, and wafh’d away the
clay and mortar from theftones, for want
of lime therein, and were now building it
up after the old carelefs rate.  The Dutch
fort of 16 guns, lies about mufket-fhot
from ours, much higher, fo that it looks
into our fort, and would be able to do
it a great deal of mifchicf, in cafe of a
war ; for there could no men ply our guns
but they could pick off with their fmall
fhor: The town here is very fmall, not
confifting of 20 houfes, but in the inland
ts grand Acra, and other large towns,
whence we have a good trade for gold,
which is perfectly good and pure ; herea-
bouts there are more lions, tigers, leo-
pards, mufcats, and other ravenous crea-
tures, than in any other parts of Guiney,

‘as I was inform’d by Mr. Blosme, who had

fent hence a young tiger to Mr. Ronan at
Cape Corce, which was very tame, and he
prefented me with, and I kept him in a

wooden cage aboard, feeding him with

gutsof fowls, and other garbage, for he
would eat nothing but fleth; he was fo
very gentle, that any of our white men
might play with him thro’ the cage with
their hands, butat the fightof the blacks
he would be outragious; I have fre-
quently put my hand in his mouth, taken
him by the tongue and paw, without offer-
ing me the leaft injury, but wantonly play-
ing, and permitting himfelf to be ftroak’d
likea cat,which hedid inall kinds refemble,
butthat he was finely fpottedlikea leopard,
and about thefize ofanordinary greyhound,
and as flender in his limbs and body, but he
at length difcover’d himfelf to be a true
tiger, and that there was no changing of
nature, as by the fequel will appear. 1
had purchas’d two civet-cats, which ex-
actly refembled one of our foxes, except
that their colour was a light grey, being
about the fame fize; they were kept in
wood coops, and fed with flower and wa-
ter boil’d, but the civetty fcent they fo
ftrongly emitted, was fo offenfive to me,
that I never car’d to come near them. We
bought feveral monkeys, baboons, and
parrots, for a picce of eight each of a

- Dutchinterloper, who wascome from A»-
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parrots.
May the 16th. We had a very extra-
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ordinary fierce tornado, when riding only 4 turuado.

by our ftream anchor, and being near the
Eaft-India Merchant, and in her haufe,
left we fhould drive aboard her, if the
ftream cable gave way, my mate let go
the beft bower anchor, by which he rid
till the ftorm was over; then going to heave
it up again, the cable broke ; thelongboat
then was fent upon the buoy, but in heav-
ing a ftrain, the new buoy-rope, of eight
inches, broke alfo; we then fwept him
with a new fhroud haufer of feven inches,
but that broke as the reft ; we fwept him
again with the new end of our ftream
cable of 12 inches, and brought it to the
capftern, and hove the fhip apeak, then
heaving a mighty ftrain to weigh him, the
ftream cable broke likewife, then, as our
laft effort, werefolved to try what could
be done with the fheet cable, the end of
which by the help of negroe divers, we
got paft under the fhank, then clapt a
hitch upon it, which being well feiz’d we
brought the cable to the geer capftern,
and hove rightup anddown a great ftrain,
then clapt on ftoppers, and refolv’d to let
the thip bob at him at all night, to waken
and loofe the anchor in the ground ; having
goodflat fervice in the haufe, we gotaboard
our ftream anchor, bcing now well faft,
and refolving to venture no more anchors
aground here, if we could not get up our
beft bower, having only the fheet and
ftream anchors to truft to.

May the 17th. In the morning we
went to work, having the Eajt-/udia
Merchant’s m=n and boatfwain to affift
us. We brought the fheet-cable to the
geer-capftern 3 a violl, with runners and
tackles, toour main-capftern, and had the
greateft ftrain with both that Iever faw,
fteeving in Turkey being nothing to it. [
expected every minute when fomething
would give way 5 and immediately the
cable broke within three feet of the haufe-
hold, being a new cable of fixteen inches,
and never wet before. This is the moft
holding ground that ever I knew : We be-
ing oblig’d to weigh our ftream-anchor
every night and morning, left it thould
fettle fo far into the clay asnot to be able
to get it up. Few fhips come here but
leave their anchors bechind ’em, as we
were forc’d now ; for having compleated
all my bufinefs on fhore, I fet fail, and
ftood off and on all night, to wait for
the Eaft-India Merchant, which join’d me
next morning : by which time, the cur-
rent had drove me above four leagues to
the eaft of Acra, notwithitanding 1 did
my beft toI keep up to windward 3 fo that

ii |
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I was forc’d to part fram Acra without
taking leave of honeft Mr. Buckrige and
Bloome. The Eaf-India Merchant left
her beft bower-anchor behind as well as I,
their cable breaking in weighing it, and
not having time to endeavour its recovery.

- May the 18th. We fteer’d alluzay
within two leagues along fhore, (which is
low and very woody) with a brave top-
gallant gale at W. S. W.; at twelve at
night were off the river of 7vlta, where our
water fhoal’d very much, which occafion’d
us to fteer off and keep the lead going
every glafs ; but when we were over the
bank of fand, (which the violent fiream of
that vaft river has carry’d with it above
three leagues into the fea) we deepen’d
our water again. I was told, that the
ftrength of the current of this river, where
it exoperates itfelf, occafions the water to
be frefh at fea for two or three leagues,
and for fatisfaction, when we were upon
the bank againft the boak of it. I had
fome fea-water taken up and tafted it, but
found it as falt as any where elfe.

about 60 leagues from Acra to the eaft,
and let go our anchor in eight fathom wa-
ter, about two miles off fhore, and moor’d
with our ftream anchor right againft the
landing place, a lictle to the weft of the
great thick tuft of trees that looks likea
a barn, and other trees at the caft end of
it, making like a tower. This day got
our canoes and all things elfe ready, in
order to go afhore to-morrew to purchafe
our flaves.

May the 21ft. This morning I went
afhore at Wbidaw, accompany’d by my
doctor and purfer, Mr. Clay, the prefent
Capt. of the Eafi-India Merchant, his
dottor and purfer, and abput a dozen of
our feamen for our guard, arm’d, in or-
der here to refide till we could purchafe
3300 negroe flaves, which was the number
we both wanted,” to compleat 700 for the
Hanpibal, and 650 for the Eaft-India Mer-
chant, according to qur agreement in our
charter-partics with the royal African
company ; in procuring which quantity
of flayes we fpentabout nine weeks, du-

May the 19th. Steerin% along fhore ring which time what obfervations my in-
within three leagues, with fine eafy gale, difpofition with convulfions in my head,

we {py’d a canoe making off towards us,
whereupon we lay by and ftaid for her;
when fhe came aboard the mafter of her
brought in three women and four children
to fell, but they ask’d very dear for them,
and they were almoft dead for want of

vituals, looking like meer fkeletons, and.

fo weak that they could not ftand, fo that
they were not worth buying ; he promis’d
to procure us 2 or 300 flaves if we would
anchor, come afhore, and ftay three or
four days, but judging what the others
might be, by the fample he brought us,
and being loth to venture afhore upon his
bare word, where we did not ufe to trade,
and had no fattory, we fent him away,
and purfu’d our voyage; befides that we
were upon the Alampo coaft, which negroes
are efteem’d the worft and moft wathy of
any that are brought to the Weft-Indies,
and yield the leaft price ; why I know not,
for they feem as well limb’d and lufty as
any other negroes, and the only difference
I perceiv’d in them, was, that they are

{Fc. would permit me to make on this
country, it’s trade, manners, . are as
follow, viz.

Whidaw, or Quedaw, lies in the latitude
of 6”10/ N. latitude, being the pleafant-
eft country I have feen in Guiney, confifting
of champaigns and fmall afcending hills,
beautify’d with always green thady graves
of lime, wild orange, and other trees,
and irrigated with divers broad frefh rivers,
which yield plenty of good fith ; towards
the fea-fhore it is very marfhy, and has
divers large fwamps.

Our factory lies about three miles from The fadtory

the fea-fide, where we were carry’d in
hamocks, which the fator Mr. Fofzph
Pecirfon, fent to attend our landing, with
feveral arm®d blacks that belong’d to him
for our guard ; we were foon trufs’d in a
bag, tofs’d upon negroes bieads, and con-
vey’d to our faltory ; and this way of tra-
velling being rarely ufed any where except
in Africa, 1 think it may not be amifs to
give fome defcription of it.

not fo black as the others, and are all cir-
cumcis’d, which no negroes elfe upon the
whole coaft (as I obferv’d) are: The ne-

The hamock is a large cloth made of panner of
cotton generally, but the faGors have them sravelling
very fine of filk, or broad-cloth ; it’s about hamecks.

Arvival at 'May the 2oth.

W hidaw.

grocs moft in demand at Barbadoes, are the
gold coaft, or, as they call them, Cor-
mantines, which will yield 3 or 4 /. a head
more then the #hidaw, or, as they call
them, Papa negroes; but thefe are pre-
ferr’d before the Angola, as they are be-
fore the Alampo, which are accounted the
worft of all. ’

This morning about
9 o'clock we arriv’d at #Whidaw, being

nine foot long, and fix or feven broad,
flung at both ends with feveral fmall cords
or ribbands, which draw up the ends of
the hamock like a purfe; at the end of
which is a noofe fitted to flip over the ends
of a pole, about nine foot long, which
cloth or hamock the traveller gets into,
and either lies along or fits as he is difpos’d,
then he is mounted on the heads of two
negroes, which have fmall rollsof linnen

berwixt
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betwixt the ends of the pole and their heads,
and away they will walk and run as faft
as moft liorfes can trot, chearfully finging
in parts to each other till they are quite
tyr’d, when, upon notice given, they are
rcliev’d by two frefh, and they in courfe
by two more, there always being fix ne-
groes to attend the hamock, which are
ftil’d hamock-men ; and of thefe there are
feveral fets, like our hackney’s, to be lett
at ealy rates, té fuch as are not able to keep
fets of their own, as the cappathiers and
great men do, who ufe often to compliment
us with their hamocks, to carry us from
the king’s town to our factory, which ufe
to coft us more than if they were hir’d,
their flaves inceflantly importuning and
dunning us for brandy and other dafhes,
which for our quiet’s fake we were forc’d to
give them, tho’ they reap’d but {fmall be-
nefit thereby, their patroons taking all
from them at their return.  This country
admits of no other kind of travelling for
Europeans, by reafon of the extraordinary
and violent heat of the fun, in which an
Englifbman can fcarcely walk half a mile
without fainting 5 but the hamock travell-
ing relieves us much ; for as we fit or lie in
that, thereisa thin cloth thrown over the
pole, which keeps the fun heat of, and
lying down hollow on eachfide the hamock,
with the motion of the negroes, attralls a
fine cooling air 5 I have often taken plea-
fant naps in them travelling, and the ge-
nerality of people in the #ct-Indies fleep
in them of nights.

When any cappathier or man of punéto
travels, he hasten ora dozen blacks, with
guns, toattend his hamock, making great
huzzaings according to their way, and
firing along the road ; and whenarriv’d at
his journey’send they fire a volley, which
is the utmoft of his grandeur.

Here are fome horfes, but very fmall,
wild, and of no ufe but to eat, which the
negroes do greedily, as well as dog’s flefh,
efteeming the laft their greateft dainty.

Our faftory, builc by Capt. Wiburne,
Sir Fobn Wiburne's brother, ftands low
near the marfhes, which renders it a very
unhealthy place to livein; the white men
the .ffrican company fend there, feldom
returning to tell their tale : ’tis compafs’d
round with a mud-wall, about fix foot
high, and on the fouth-fide is the gate;
within is a large yard, a mud thatch’d

houfe, where the factor lives, with the

white men ; alfoa ftore-houfe, a trunk for
flaves, and a place where they bury their
dead white men, call’d, very improperly,
the hog-yard ; there isalfo a goed forge,
and fome other fmall houfes: To the eaft
are two fmall flankers of mud, with a few
pop-guns and harquebuffes, which ferve
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more to terrify the poor ignorant negroes PuiLvirs.
than to do any execution; while we were ~V~/

here the factor made a wide deep ditch,
round the factory, and had my carpenters
to make a draw-bridge over it, which has
render’d it now pretty fecure ; for before
it was enterable every rainy time, the walls
being wafh’d down, and when the rains
were over, built up again. And here I
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muft obferve that the rainy feafon begins 0.
about the middle of May, and ends the fomnefs of
beginning of Auguft, in which fpace it was be r4iny
my misfortune to be there, which created /4™

ficknefles among my negroes aboard, it
being noted for the moft malignant feafon

by the blacks themfelves, who while the -

rains laft, will hardly be prevail’d upon to
ftir out of their huts, and myfelf and poor
men found it fo by dear experience, the
rains that fall down then being more like
fountains then drops, and as hot as if
warm’d over a fire.

The factory is about 200 yards in cir-
cumference, and a moft wretched place to
livein, by reafonof the fwamps adjacent,
whence proceed noifome ftinks, and vaft
fwarms of little flies, call’d mufketoes,
which are fo intolerably troublefome, that
if one does not take opium, laudanum, or
fome other- foporifick, ’tis impofiible to
get any fleep in the night; and thatonel
lay there was the moft uneafy that I ever
telt, for I had not lain down above an hour
in the fa&or’sbed, but I was fo vex’d and
tormented by thofe little malicious ani-
mals, that I was forced to get up again,
and drefs myfelf, put gloves on my hands,
and tie a handkerchief over my face till
day-light, which notwithftanding thefe
troublefome devils would fting thro’ ; and
the place fo ftung would be much inflam’d,
and rife into a knob, much provoking the
exercife of a man’s nails; and had king
Fames the firlt been there fome time, he
would have been convinc’d that feratching
where it itches was not the greateft pleafure
in the world, as ’tis faid was his opinion.
The beft means I could find to allay the
inflammation, was to rub the partsaffected
with lime-juice, or vinegar, which tho’
for the prefent it produced a fmart, the eafe
it gave, in a fhort time, made abundant
recompence ; therefore to fhun the fpight
of this curfed little flic as much as we can,
as well as to give us fome cool air, (that
which is confin’d in a clofe place in this
country, appearing as intenfely hot toan
European, asif he fuck’d in the heatatthe
mouth of an oven in Eugland) we have
negro boys to fan us all night with large
fans made of skins. This factory feated
as ’tis, proved very beneficial to us, by
houfing our goods which came afhore late,
and could. not arrive at the king’s town

(where
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(where I kept my warehoufe)ere it was
dark, when they would be very incident
to be pilter’d by the negro porters which
carry them, at which they are moft exqui-
fite 5 for in the day-time they would fteal
the cowries, altho’ our white men that
attended thegoods from the marine watched
them, they having inftruments like wedges,
made on purpofe to force afunder the
ftaves of the barrels, that contain’d the cow-
ries, whereby the fhells dropt out; and
when any of our feamen that watch’d the
goods came near fuch porters, they would
take out their machine, and the ftaves
would infenfibly clofe again, fo that no
hole did appear, having always their wives
and children running by them to carry off
the plunder, which with all our threats and
complaints made to the king, we could
not prevent, tho’ we often beat them
cruelly, and piniar’d fome, but it was
all one, what was bred in the bone, .
whatever we could do would not make
them forbear.

The factory prov’d beneficial to us in
another kind; for after we had procured
a parcel of flaves, and fent them down to
the fea-fide to be carry’d off, it fometimes
proved bad weather, and fo great a fea,
that the canoss could not come afhore to
fetch themn, fo that they returned to the
factory, where they were fecured and pro-
vided for till good weather prefented, and
then were near to embrace the opportunity,
we fometimes fhipping off a hundred of
both fexes at a time.

The factor, Mr. Peirfon, was a brisk
man, and had good intereft with the king,
and credit with the fubjeéts, who knowing
their tempers, which is very daftard, had
good skill in treating them both civil and
rough, as occafion requir’d; moft of his
flaves belonging to the factory, being gold
coaft ncgroes, whoare very bold, brave,
and fen{ible, ten of which would beat the
beft forty men the king of #hidaw had in
his kingdom 3 befides their true love, re-
fpe€tand fidelity to their mafter, for whofe
intereft or perion they will moft freely ex-

pofe their own lives.

From the factory to the king’s town is
about four miles, thro’ very pleafant ficlds,
full of India and Guiney corn, potatoes,
yams, in great plenty, of which they have
two harvefts yearly.

On the road to the king’s town are feve-
ral little villages, or parcels of houfes,
which the negroes call crooms, and have
each of thema captain, few of the houfes
being above five yards high, having no
light but at the door, except the chief
houfes, which may have a hole bor’d thro’
the walls ; they are much like our fheep-
houfcs in ##ales, having for moft part but

one room, where they eat and fleep toge-
ther, the generality on the bare ground;
the cappafheirs may have a mat fpread un-
der them, and a ftone or hard bundle for a
pillow. As foon as the king underftood
of our landing, he fent two of his cappa-
fheirs, or noblemen, tocompliment us at
our factory, where we defign’d to continue
that night, and pay our devoirs to his ma-
jelty nextday, which we fignify’d to them,
and they,bya foot-exprefs,to their monarch;
whereupon he fent two more of his gran-
dees to invite us there that night, faying
he waited for us, and that all tormer cap-
tains ufed to attend him the firft night:
whereupon, being unwilling to infringe
the cuftom, or give his majefty any offence,
we took our hamocks, and Mr. Peir/on,
myfelf, Capt.Clay, ourfurgeons, purfers,
and about 12 men arm’d for our guard,
were carry’d to the king’s town, which con-

tains about 50 houfes. When we came to ¥/ o0 1he
the palace (which was the meaneft I ever k-

faw, being low mud walls, the roof
thatch’d, the floor the bare ground, with
fome pools of water and dirt in it) we
were met at the entrance by feveral cappa-
fheirs, with the ufual ceremony of clap-
ping their hands, and taking and fhaking
us by ours, with great demonftration of
affe¢tion : when we enter’d the palace-
yard they all fell on their knees near the
door of the room where the king was,
clapping their hands, knocking the ground
with their foreheads, and kiffing it, which
they repeated three times, being their
ufual ceremony when they approach’d his
majefty, we ftanding and obferving till
they had done 5 then rifing, they led usto
the room where the king was, which we
found cover’d with his nobility upon their
knees, and thofe that introduced us fell
on theirs, and crawl’d to their feveral fta-
tions, and fo they continued all the time
we were with the king then, and all other
times when we faw him.

When we were enter’d, the king peep’d
upon us from behind a curtain, and
beckon’d us to him; whereupon we ap-
proach’d clofe to his throne, which was of
clay, rais’d about two foot from the
ground, and about fix foot {quare, fur-
rounded with old dirty curtains, always
drawn ’twixt him and his cappafheirs,
whom he will not allow the fight of his
handfome phiz. He had two or three
little black children with him, and was
fmoaking tobacco in a long wooden pipe,
the bole of which, Idare fay, would hold
anounce, and refted upon his throne, with
a bottle of brandy and a little dirty filver
cup by his fide 5 his head was tied about
witha roll of coarfe callicoe, and he had
a loofe gown of red damask to cover him

he
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cafion for any, for our fowls were boil’d Puivies.

he has gowns and mantles of rich filver and
gold brocaded (ilks, trimm’d with flowers
of fmall parry-colour’d beads, which were
prefents made him, as he told us, by white
captains, whe traded there, and his va-
riety of which he often fhew’d us; but he
never wore fhirt, fhoe, nor ftocking, in
his life.

We faluted him with our hats, and he
took us by the hands, fnapt our fingers,
and told us we were very welcome, that he

- was glad to fee us, that he long’d for it,

and that he lov’d Englifbmen dearly, that
we were his brothers, and that he would
deo us all the good offices he could; we
returned him thanks by his interpreter,
and affur’d him how great affection our
mafters, the royal African company of
England,bore to him, for hiscivility and fair
and juft dealing with their captains 3 and
that netwithitanding there were many other
places, more plenty of negroe flaves that
begg’d their cuftom, yet they had rejected
all the advantageous offers made them out
of their good will to him, and therefore
had fent us to trade with him, to fupply
his country with neceflaries, and that we
hop’d he would endeavour to continue their
favour by his kind ufage and fair dealing
with us in our trade, that we may have
our flaves with all expedition, which was
the making of our voyage ; that he would
oblige his cappatheirs to do us juftice,
and not impofe upon us in their prices;
all which we fhould faithfully relate to our
mafters, the royal African company, when
wecame to Exgland. Heanfwer’d, that the
African company was a very good brave
man; that he lov’d him ; that we fhould
be fairly dealt with, and not impos’dupon:
But hedid not prove as good as his word 3
nor indeed (tho® his cappatheirs thew him
fo much refpect) dare he doany thing but
what they pleafe.

He defir’d us to fit down upon a bench
clofe by him, which wedid ; then he drank
to us his brother the king of England’s
health, the African company’s, our wel-
come, &¢. in brandy, and pitto, which
is a pleafant liquor made of Iudian corn,
foak’d in water, fome fo ftrong that it
will keep three months, and two quarts
will fuddle a man; it drinks much like
new ale. We had not ftaid long before
there came a repaft on a little fquare rable,
with an old fheet for cloth, old batter’d
pewter plates and fpoons, with a large
pewter bafon of the fame hue with his
majefty’s complection, AlI’'d with ftew’d
fowls and broth, and a wooden bowl of
boil’d potatoes to ferve inftead of bread
we had no napkins, knives, nor forks, laid
us, nor do they ever ufe any, but always
tear their m.at; and indeed we had no oc-
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to fuch malh, that they would not bear
carving. We had no great ftomach to our
dainties, however, incomplaifince to his
majefty, we fupp’d two or threc fpoonfuls
of the broth, which was very well relifh’d
with malagetta and red pepper ; we often
drank to the king out of a cup made of
a cocoa-nux fhell, which wasall the plate
I faw he had, except a little fitver dram
cup, He would bow to us, Kkifs his hand,
and burft out often in loud fcreaming
laughter. When we had fignify’d to his
majefty that we had fatisfy’d our ftomachs
with his dainties, he gave fome of the
fowlsout of the broth, with his own hands,
to the little children that were with him,
and the reftamong his nobles, who fcram-
bled for it on their bellies like fo many
dogs, making fpoons of their hands,
which they would dip into the broth, and
then lick’d them, which fight did affect
my ftomach fo much, (tho’ it is not very
nice) that I had much ada to refrain mak-
ing them an addition of what I had caten.
When they had done, the king ask’d
for Capt. Shurley, and we acquainted him
that he died upon the gold coaft at fera,
when of a fudden his note was chang’d
from laughing toa loud howling and cry-
ing, wringing his hands and often wiping
hiseyes, (tho’ no tears came out) faying
that Shurley was his great friend ; that he
was exceedingly troubled for his death,
and that the gold coaft negroes had given
him fomething to drink which kill’d him;
then he told us of mortar pieces, pitures,
filks, and many other things, Capt. Shurley
promis’d to bring him for prefents : when
Mr. Clay told him there were no fuch

things on board, he feem’d to be angry, .

and told Clsy that he was fure they were
brought, but becaufe Shurley was dead he
would kecp them for himfelf 5 but to ap-
peafe him we promis’d to prefent him with
blunderbufies, filks, €&Fc. which we had
from the royal African company for that
purpofe ; fo after having examin’d us
about our cargoe, what fort of goods we
had, and what quantity of flaves we
wanted, ¢, we took our leaves and re-
turn’d to the fadtory, having promifed to
come in the morning to make our palavera,
oragreement, with him about prices, how
much of each fort of our goods for a
flave.

According to promife we attended his
mijefly with famples of our goods, and
made our agreement about the prices, tho’
not without much difficulty; he and his
cappafheirs ex:éted very high, but w
length we concludid as per the latter end 5
then we had warchoufes, a kitchen, and
lodgings af’,n’d us, bat nonc of our rooms

© had

217

AN

May,
1644



218

Purrnies.  had doors till we made them, and puton
“~~ locks and keys; next day we paid our

May,

cuftoms to the king and cappafheirs, as
will appear hereafter ; then the bell was
order’d to go about to give notice to all
people to bring their flaves to the trunk to
fell us: this bell is a hollow picce of iron
in fhape ot a fugar loaf, the cavity of
which would contain about 50 1b. of cow-
ries: This a man carry’d aboutand beat
with a ftick, which made a fmall dead
found.

We were every morning, during our
ftay here, invited to breakfaft with the
king, where we always found the fame
difh of ftew’d fowls and potatoes; he alfo
would fend usa hog, goat, fheep, or pot
of pitto every day for our table, and we
ufually return’d his civility with three or
four bottles of brandy, which is his fum-
mum bonum: We had our cook afhore, and
cat as well as we could, provifions being
plenty and cheap; but we foon loft our fto-
machs by ficknefs, moft of my men hav-
ing fevers, and myfelf fuch convulfions
and aches in my head, that I could hardly
ftand or go to the trunk without affiftance,
and there often fainted with the horrid
ftink of the negroes, it beingan old houfe
where all the flaves are kept together, and
cvacuate nature where they lie, fothat no
jakes can ftink worfe: there being forced
tofit three or four hours at a time, quite
ruin’d my health, but there wasno help.

Capt. Clay and I had agreed to go to the
trunk to buy the flaves by turns, each his
day, that we might have no diftraction or
difagreement in our trade, as often hap-
pens when there are here more fhips than
one, and the commanders can’t fet their
horfes together, and go hand in hand in
their traffick, whereby they havea check
upon the blacks, whereas their difagree-
ments create animofities, underminings,
and out-bidding each other, whereby they
enhance the prices to their general lofs and
detriment, the blacks well knowing how
to make the beft ufe of fuch opportunities,
and as we found make it their bufinefs,
and endeavour to create and foment mif-
underftandings and jealoufies between com-
manders, it turning to their great account
in the difpofal of their flaves.

When we were at the trunk, the king’s
flaves, if he had any, were the firftoffer’d
to fale, which the cappatheirs would be
wvery urgent with us to buy, and would in
a manner force us to it ere they would fhew
us any other, faying they were the Reys
Cofa, and we mutt not refufe them, tho’ as
I obferv’d they were generally the worft
flaves in the trunk, and we paid more for
them than any others, which we could not

‘remedy, it being one of his majefty’s pre-
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rogatives ; then the cappafheirs each
brought out his flaves according to his
degree and quality, the greateft firft,
&ec. and our furgeon examin’d them
well in all kinds, to fee that they were
found wind and limb, making them jump,
ftretch out their arms fwiftly, looking in
their mouths to judge of their age ; for the
cappafheirs are fo cunning, that they fhave
them all clofe before we fee them, fo that
let them be never fo old we can fee no grey
hairs in their heads or beards ; and then
having liquor’d them well and fleek with
palm oil, ’tis no eafy matter to know an
old one from a middle-age one, but by the
teeths decay 5 but our greateft care of all
is to buy none that are pox’d, left they
thould infect the reft aboard ; for tho’ we
feparate the men and women aboard by
partitions and bulk-heads, to prevent quar-
rels and wranglings among them, yet do
what we can they will come together, and
that diftemper which they call the yaws,
1s very common here, and difcovers itfelf
by almoft the fame fymptoms as the Lues
Venerea or clap does withus ; therefore our
furgeon is forc’d to examine the privities of
both men and women, with the niceft fcru-
tiny, which is a great flavery, but what
can’t be omitted: When we had felected
from the reft fuch as we liked, we agreed
in what goods to pay for them, the prices
being already ftated before the king, how
muchof each fort of merchandize we were
to give for a man, woman, and child,
which gave us much eafe, and faved abun-
dance of difputes and wranglings, and
gave the owner a note, fignifying our
agreement of the forts of goods; upon
delivery of which the nextday he receiv’d
them; then we mark’d the flaves we had
bought in the breaft, or fhoulder, with a
hot iron, having the letter of the fhip’s
name on it, the place being before anointed
with a little palm oil, which caus’d but
little pain, the mark being ufually well in
four or five days, appearing very plain
and white after.

When we had purchas’d to the number
of 50 or 60 we would fend them aboard,
there being a cappafheir, intitled the cap-
tain of the flaves, whofe care it was to
fecure them to the water-fide, and fee them
all off; and if in carrying to the marine
any were loft, he wasbound to make them
good, tous, the captain of the trunk being
oblig’d to do the like, if any run away
while under his care, for after we buy
them we give him charge of them till the
captain of the flaves comes to carry them
away: Thefe are two officers appointed
by the king for this purpofe, to each of
which every fhip pays the value of a flave
in what goods they like beft for their trou-

' ble,
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to appoint them. I can’t think there isPuivrs.
any intrinfick value in onecolour more than VY™

ble, when they have done trading; and
indeed they difcharg’d their duty ¢o us
very faithfully, we not having loft one
flave thro’ their neglect in 1300 we bought
here.

There is likewife a captain of the fand,
who is appointed to take care of the mer-
chandize we have come afhore to trade
with, that the negroes do not plunder
them, we being often forced to leave goods
a whole night on the fea fhore, for want
of porters to bring them up ; but notwith-
ftanding his care and authority, we often
came by the lofs, and could have no re-
drefs.

When our flaves were come to the fea-

fide, our canoes were ready to carry them
off to the longboat, if the fea permitted,
and fheconvey’d them aboard fhip, where
the men were all put in irons, two and
two fhackled together, to prevent their
mutiny, or {wimming afhore.
- The negroes are fo wilful and loth to
leave their own country, that they have
often leap’d out of the canoes, boat and
fhip, into the fea, and kept under water
till they were drowned, to avoid being ta-
ken up and faved by our boats, which pur-
fued them; they having a more dreadful
apprehenfion of Barbadses than we can
have of hell, tho’ in reality they live
much better there than in their own coun-
try; but home is home, &¢c : we have like-
wife feen divers of them eaten by the
fharks, of which a prodigious number kept
about the fhips in this place, and I have
been told will follow her hence to Barba-
does, for the dead negroes that are thrown
over-board in the paflage. I am certain in
our voyage there we did not want the fight
of fomeevery day, but that they were the
fame I can’t affirm.

We had about 12 negroes did wilfully
drown themfelves, and others ftarv’d
themfelves to death; for ’tis their belief
that when they die they return home to
their own country and friendsagain.

I have been inform’d that fome com-
manders have cut off the legs or arms of
the moft wilful, to terrify the reft, for
they believe if they lofe a member, they
cannot return home again: I wasadvis’d
by fome of my officers to do the fame,
but I could not be perfwaded toentertain
the leaft thoughts of it, much lefs to put
in prattice fuch barbarity and cruelty to
poor creatures, who, excepting their want
of chriftianity and true religion, (their mis-
fortune more than fault) are as much the
works of God’s hands, and no doubt as
dear to him as ourfelves; nor can I imagine
why they fhould be defpis’d for their co-
lour, being what they cannot help, and
the cffet of the climate it has pleas’d God

another, nor that white is better than
black, only we think it fo becaufe we are
fo, and are prone to judge favourably in
ourown cafe, as well as the blacks, who
in odium of the colour, fay, the devil is
white, and fo paint him.

Near the king’s palace on one fide is a
town, confifting of about 40 houfes wall’d
round, in which are kept the king’s wives,
to whom none are admitted but an old cap-
pafheir, who is captain of them ; and the
king himfelf. I have been affur’d by the
interpreter here, Capt. Tom, (who is a
fenfible gold—coaft negroe, and liv’d along
time with one of our factors, as his boy,
and thereby learnt the Engli/h language,
and is now one of the greateft men in the
king of Whidaw’s court) that the number
of the king’s wives are near 3000; and
confidering the cuftom of that country, it’s
very probable, for each cappatheir has
from 10 to 20 wives, more or lefs, as he
pleafes, and can maintain; all which, to-
gether with his goods, fall to the king at
hisdeath, there being no regard had to his
children, they having nothing but what is
privately convey’d away by ftealth during
their father’s ficknefs, nor do the king’s
fons after grown to any ftature come near
him but in private, for fear of giving um-
brage to the great cappatheirs, who expect
next to be ele¢ted king, and to them the
king’s fons give as much refpect as the
meaneft fubject: When the king dies all
his wives and eftate fall to the next king
by eletion. The prefent king often,
when fhips are in a great ftraic for flaves,
and cannot be {upply’d otherwife, will fell
3 or 400 of his wives to compleat their
number, butwe always pay dearer for his
flaves than thofe bought of the cappafheirs,
his meafure for booges being much larger
than theirs, and he wasallow’d accordingly
in all other goods we had.

For every flave the cappafheirs fold us
publickly, they were oblig’d to pay part
of the goods they receiv’d for it to the
king, as toll or cuftom, efpecially the
booges, of which he would take a fmall
dith-full out of each meafure; to avoid
this they would privately fend for us to
their houfes in the night, and difpofe of
two or three flaves at a time, and we as
privately would fend them the goods agreed
upon for them ; but this they did not much
practife for fear of offending the king,
fthould he come to know it, who enjoyns
them to carry all their flaves to be l)c;ld
publickly at the trunk with his own;
fometimes after he had fold one of his
wives or fubjeéts, he would relent, and
defire us to exchange for another, which

we
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Puuies. we frecly did often, ad he took very
"’IQN kindly. . . o
,62)’;’. Their marriages are as in the primi-
Marriages tive times, When a man faricies 2 young
of blacks. woman he applies himfelf to her father,
and defires her for wife, which is feldom
refus’d; then he gives her a fine cloth,
and bracelets and necklaces of rangoes
mix’d with coral for her arms and neck;
invites her friends and his to a treat of
itto, and the ceremony is over, never

Kaving a farthing portion with her.

Their women are moft employ’d in
making Whidaw cloths, mats, baskets,
canchy, pitto, and in planting and fow-
ing their corn, yams, potatots, &c. The
}/hidaw cloth is about two yards long,
and about a quarter of a yard broad,
three fuch being commenly joyn’d to-
gether, It is of divers colours, but ge-
nerally white and blue. For a pound of
leaf tobacco, be it never fo rotten and
bad, we could buy one of thefe cloths,
which would yield a crown in Barbadecs 5
alfo one for eight knives, value prime
coft eighteen pence. To make thefe
cloths, efpecially the blue ftreaks, they
unravel moft of the fayes and perpetua-
noes we fell them. )

Clofe by the king’s palace is an old
rotten houfe he calls his armory, where-
in are fix old iron minion guns, about
five hundred weight each, moft difmoun-
ted and much out of kelter. Thefe he
values himfelf much upon, tho’ they are
fit for no fervice, but to createan efteem
and dread in his poor ignorant fubjects,
by firing them fometimes as they lie up-
on the ground, which was done to wel-
come us upon our firft arrival. His phy-
fician and gunner is a Portugueze negroe,

and pretends to be a chriftian, and is

callch Fobn Fernands. He can neither
write nor read y however, he makes thefe
poor people think him a brave fellow.
When we firft came here, he accofted us,
and, in broken Engli/b, defir'd us to tell
the king, That he was a good gunner,
and he would ferve us in all kinds, which
(he pretending to be a chriftian) we pro-
mifed 3 and it was not unpleafant to fce
with what impudence he would brag of
his {kill to the king, having had our pro-
mifee not to detect him, which he would,
by a wink, often putus in mind of.

Wars, The Whidawers are ‘conftantly at wars
with the Arda and Allampo men, the
Ouambooers and Achims, and all the plun-

der is men and women to fell for flaves.

I have feen nine or ten bags full of men,

women, and childrens heads at a time

brought to the King’s town, when the

{oldiers return’d from ravaging, which

they in great{corn and difdain would fling

and kick about, with fhoutings for joy
of their fuccefs againft their enemies:
and there are few of them but have a jaw-
bone or piece of fcull of fome great man
they fay they have kill’d, hangingat the
handle of their fwords, which much re-
fembles one of our pruming bills.

About the year 1692. the king of
Whidaw was in great dread of one Afferry,
a neighbouring prince, and a brave bold
warrior, who us’d to trade with the Exro-
peans on the Allampo coaft for flaves, and
I have been told was in great efteem with
them, being of a more generous and noble
difpofition than is ufual among the ne-
groes. Upon fome difguft this Afferry
made wars with the Whidawers, gain’d
many battles over them, and declar’ds
before he would fheath his fword, he
would have the old W#kidaw king’s head
and country, which put the old monarch
in great terror; and finding his forces
not able to withftand this furious invader,
refolv’d to piece out the lion’s fkin with
the fox’s tail, and what he could not ef-
fe@t by ftrength, to accomplith by trea-
chery : to which purpofe he fet all his en-
gines at work 5 and at length, by fre-
quentand large prefents, and larger pro-
mifes, corrupted two negroes in Afferry’s
army to poifon their gallant leader ; who
being ignorant of fuch bafe degenerate
practices himfelf, was the lefs fufpicious
of others; and without any apprehenfion
fwallow’d the fatal dofe, which put a pe
riod to all his conquefts, and he died by
the villainy of two mercenary traitors of
his own, who flighted the appearance of
the greateft #Whidaw army in open field,
and thereby the old trembling W#Whbidawer
was fecur’d on his throne; tho’, when I
was there, I obferv’d, he could not hear
his name mention’d without fome confter-
nation upon his fpirits. And, fince ’tis
come in my way, I fhall infert all that,
by the ftri&eft inquiry, I could learn
concerning their poifoning, fo much
dreaded and talk’d of in the world.

I have taken one cappafheir at a time Poifoning.

privately to my warchoufe, where, after
I had well warm’d him with brandy and
other ftrong liquors (the key of moft fe-
crets) exprefs’d abundance of kindnefs
to him, and made him fome prefents, I
have defir’d him to be very ingenuous and
free with me, and give me a full account
how, in what manner, and with what
they ufe to poifon the white men that
were not good, as I term’d them, to in-
duce them to the greater freedom; if it
was a common praétice in their country,
and what antidote they knew moft pre-
valent to difpel the malignity. All that
I could fcrew from them, was, that there

was
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wis poifon to be bought far up in the in-
land countries, but that it was fo dear,
that as much as would ferve to poifon a
man would coft the value of three or four
flaves; that it was their common way,
as they were inform’d, to do it in water
or other liquor the party drank ; that
generally the fmall ball of poifon was
ftuck under the nail of their little finger
(which indeed they wear at a great
length) and infenfibly drop’d into the
callibath or cup drunk out of, and it
would inftantly diffolve, and was of that
prodigious ftrength, that nothing would
prevail againft the venom if it was right
made. They added, That they never
knew it practifed in that country, and
believ’d the chief reafon was the fcarcity
and dearnefs of it.  When I was firft with
the king, I defir'd he would order and
take care that we fhould have no foul
lay offer’d us by poifon; at which he
augh’d, and faid there was no fuch thing
in his dominions ; tho® we could obferve,
that he was fo cautious himfclf, that he
would not drink out of the fame cup as
we and his cappatheirs did all the time we
were there, but kept a little filver one by
his fide on purpofe ; nor would he tafte of
our brandy out of the bo:tle till we drank
firft; but his cappaftheirs were not fo
fqueamifh, but would drink out of any
cup, or any liquor we would give them;
and we fcldom fail’d of their cuftom three
or four times a day, when they muft
cach have a large glafs of brandy, which
they drank as freely as we do claret.
‘When we went to the trunk we were
oblig’d always to carry three or four
bottles of brandy to drink at our bar-
gains 3 and they would often beg brandy
of us under pretence they had married a
new wife, and muft make merry, which
we always gave them to keep them in
good temper. And here I cannot for-
get a ftory of the uxorious old king of
Whidaw, who fent for me one night to
come privaiely to him ; which having
done, he told me that he had married a
pretty young girl that he had a great
kindnefs for, and was that night to bed
her, and therefore defir’d me to prefent
him with a rundlet of brandy to give her
friends to be merry with, and to order
my doctor to prefcribe him fomething to
make him lufty, and perform his tafk
vigoroufly ; but to be fure that what
he gave him fhould do him no harm.
Being willing to indulge him in his hu-
mour, I promis’d the brandy, and that
I would order my door to attend him
and if he gave him any thing, he would
pawn his life it thould not damage him ;
whereupon I took leave, and wifh’d him
Vor. VL
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a merry chriftmas. I fent the brandy and Pueies.
my f{urgeon to him, who gave him a "~/

dofe of Spani/b flies, which fo heated the
old man’s reins, that next morning he
bragg’d to us, that he never had a plea-
fanter night, nor behaved himfelf more
gallantly, making large harangues upon
the charms of his miftrefs, and other im-
pertinences relating to his laft night’s ad-
venture. He gave the doctor many
thanks, and prefented him with two good
cloths. .

In the ifland of St. Thomas, lying uuder
the equator, fubject to Porsugal, the in-
habitants are fo exquifite at poifoning,
that it has been affirm’d to me, they
will cut meat from the fame joynt, with
the fame knife; that piece they carve
their enemy fhall be poifon’d, the reft
not, one f{ide of the knife only being
poifon’d. How true this is I know not;
but I verily believe the Portuguze in thefe
iflands to be greater rogues and villains
than the negroes are, being moft of them
banditti, banith’d Portugal for murders
and other heinous crimes; but when I
touch’d there in my paflage to Barbadoes,
I cannot fay that either myfelf or men re-
ceiv’d any injury in that kind.

Provifions at /hidaw are good and
plenty, viz. cows and hogs; the firft
very imall, fold for five, fix, or feven
bars of iron each, value about twenty
fhillings in England. The hogs are large,
and make cxcellent pork, it eating
fweeter and whiter than ours in Ewngland.
And indeed it cannot but be good, for
the poorer fort of negroes have more
regard to their hogs than to themfelves,
and feed them better.  For a well-grown
well-fed hog we ufe to give feven bars,
which went as far in victualling our men
aboard, as two kine of five and fix bars
each, Here are goats and fheep, but
very fmall and poor ; alfo fome tame
fowl of the bignefs of our chickens, of
which we could buy three or four for a
gullina of cowries, or one for a knife.
Here are fome Mufcovia ducks, but not
in that plenty they are upon the gold.
coaft. The frefh rivers aiford ftore of
good fith; fome very large, of which
the king would often prefent us. The
negrocs admire dog flefh before any
other, of which I have feen many very
fat brought to market to be fold. Their
bread is made of [lidian or Guiney corn:
ground, which they do between two!
ftones call’d the Casucy ftones, and Rubber,:
and is made as follows. Firft they place:
the cancy ftone, which is fmooth and'
broad, fhelving in a frame; then put on:

it thirty or forty grains of Indian corn’

after it has lain fome time foaking in wa-

L1l ter;
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~ v~ {mall ftone big enough for one to grafp thence, which we willingly did, but the
l:’?g; in his hand ) they bruife the corn, and Frenchman could hardly be perfwaded.

continue rubbing it till it is reduc’d toa *

meal (much as our painters grind their
paint, often {prinkling water thereon to
moiften it, Of the faid meal temper’d

with water they make round lumps like

dumplins, which they boil in an earthen
crock, or bake o’er the fire on an iron
or ftone; and this they call cancy,
which, with alittle palm oil, and a calli-
bath of pitto, a few yams or potatoes, is
the diet of the generality.

At Whidaw are {everal fairs or markets,
but the largeft is about a mile from the
king’stown, tothe N. E. in the fields, un-
der a tuft of trees, where twice a-week, I
think on Wednefdays and Saturdays, there is
a great congrefs of men, women, and chil-
dren. Their chief wares to fell are #Whi-
daw cloths, mats, bafkets, jars for pitto,
callibathes of all kinds, wooden bowls
and cups, red and blue pepper, mala-
getta, falt, palm oil, cancy and fuch
ftuff. In this country the women go ftark
naked as they were born till they are mar-
ried; then they cover their pudenda as a
token of it ; but ’tis the fign of a virgin
to be bare ; and they go fo without any
apprehenfion of thame or immodefty, of
which I have feen above 200 at a time fo.
The young men do the fame ; fo that of
both fides they may fee how they like
their tackle befare they go to work, and
not, as we are forc’d to do, take wives
at all adventures, without knowing their
bodily defects and infirmities, which are
cover’d and conceal’d by their cloaths.

The king’s wives have liberty to come
to this fair to fell their cloaths, &¢. in
making of which they employ moft of
their time.  When they appear, all other
negroes relinquith the path; and if any
of us happen’d to be walking in their
way, they would ftop, call to us, and
make figns with their hands for us to go
afide, which we always readily did : and
as they pafs’d, they would falute us by
bowing their heads and Kkiffing their
hands, laughing often very loud, and
ftaring on us as if we were fo many
monfters.

Myfelf, doctor and purfer once taking
a walk with the French fattor here, came
to the king’s wives town, and look’d over

Next morning when we came to break-
faft with the king, he tock occafion to
tell us mildly of our mifcarriage, and
that it was againft the laws and cuftom
of his country for any to go near his
wives town, but that he excus’d it in us
being ftrangers, and confequently igno-
rant, and defir'd us to defift for the fu-
ture, which we promis’d, and exprefs’d
a concern for having unknowingly difo-
blig’d him; but he refented it highly
from the Frenchman, who, he faid, knew
the law, and might have inform’d us,
and not led us there, and that he fhould
fuffer for it. To excufe the poor French-
man I took all the blame upon myfelf,
and affur’d the king it was I led him
there accidentally ; that the Frenchman
was againft it, and that I had no other
end in looking over the wall, but to fee
what a brave town he had for his wives,
that I might give an account of it when
I came to England ; but that none of us
would come near it more. Then he took
me by the hand, and faid, If that was
all, he was forry he had mention’d it,
and would not be angry with the French-
man.

This poor French fattor and a fecond
live in a little mud houfe near the king’s.
There had not been a French thip there
in three or four years, fo that they were
much dejected and poor, having no live-
lihood but from the king’s bounty, and
no opportunity to go thence. They din’d
with us almoft every day, and I gave
them fome provifions, and offer’d them
their paflfage gratis to Barbadees, whence
they might foon get paffage to Martinico;
but fearing the ufage they might meet
with at Barbadoes, being enemies, they
would not venture.

Near the king’s town are thirty or for-
ty large trees planted in fome order and
line; and there is the pleafanteft walk in
that country, the branches being fo thick
that they keep the fun off, and attract a
fine cooling air. Under thefe trees 1
fpent moft of my time while I ftaid,
where there was a fmall market kept 3
and, among other things in it, I obferv’d
an ordinary, which, for the novelty of
it, I fhall defcribe.

It was kept at the foot of one of the A ordina-
largeft trees: the mafter thereof had for 7-

the wall, and faw many of them at work,
and fpake to them, and they in their dia-

le¢t to us. Then the Frenchman (being
too forward, as moft of his countrymen
are) went to open the gate, which was
faften’d withwiths ; whereupon all the wo-
men ran fcreaming away, and immediate-
ly came fome cappatheirs from the king,

a table a piece of flat wood, about a
yard diameter, which was placed on the
ground. The meat was beef and dog
fleth boiled, wrap’d up in a raw cow
hide, and placed on one fide, and an
carthen crock with boiled cancies in it, to

ferve
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fcrve for bread on the other.  'When any
one came to eat, he would down on his
knces by the table, and lay eight or
nine cowry fhells thereon; then the cook
would very dexteroufly cut him the value
of what he pitched on in fmall bits, and
give him his piece of cancy and fome
talt 3 if that did not fatisfy his ftomach,
he would lay down more fhells, and ac-
cordingly have more meat. I have feen
eight or nine round his table at once,
and he ferve them all, and receive their
money with great dexterity, and without
the leaft confufion; but there was no
nced to change money, which was a
great eafe to him. For drink they went
to the river; nor do the negroes ufually
drink till after their meat.

As to ftrange beafts (except the na-
tives) I faw none but alligators and fnakes,
tho’ they told me there were great ftore
of elephants, lions, tigers, leopards, &c.
up in the country. Near adjoyning to
the king’s palace are two pretty large

onds full of alligators, which the king
gighly efteems as a piece of great mag-
nificence.  Of thefe I have feen feveral
on the banks of the ponds funning them-
fclves, and others with their fnouts out
of the water. The largeft I faw was not
above four yards long, and I think there
is nothing they refemble more in fhape
than alizard. We have fometimes thrown
a lump of earth (for I don’t remember
I faw a ftone, except cancy ones that
are brought here, in this country) at
thofe on the banks; and when ftruck
they would gape very wide, fcream out,
run to the edge of the pool, and plunge
in. We have thrown a dead goat in
among them, and they have in an in-
ftant tore it to pieces, fighting very vi-
goroufly for it. I would have fhot at
fome of them with ball, but the negroes
would not give me leave; and I was
loath to difguft them in any kind, left
they thould avenge themfelves by poifon,
which I was in great fear of, they hav-
ing daily 0p§ortunities, for we had all
our pitto and water from them. The
blacks have a great refpeét for this hi-
deous montfter, 1t being their neighbour
the king of great Ardas’s Fati/b or god,
as the fnake is the god of the Whidawers :
and here are vaft numbers of fnakes of a
prodigious bignefs, and black colour, I

" having feen one as big as an ordinary

man’s thigh. I never heard they were
ravenous or did any harm, no more than
the alligators in this country ; and the
blacks aflur’d me they would not, and
that I need not fear them. I have often
had the fnakes in the room where I lay,
coming in thro’ the holes in the walls
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crawl’d upon the bed while I lay in it,
which almoft frighted me outof my fen-
fes 5 but the negroe boys, three or four
of which always lay by my bed (ide, up-
on the leaft call would come and take
them in their arms, and carry them into
the next field, and put them down very
gently ; fo they would if they faw them
lying in the paths in our way. They
worfhip this type of the devil, and delu-
der of mankind, withdeep devotion here ;
and I have been told, the killing one has
coft the lives of fome white men.

Here are great plenty of turtle doves,
in fthooting of which I had good diver-
fion when my head-aches would permit.
There are a prodigious many monftrous
bats lodge themfelves in the day-time in
the great trees afore-mentioned ; among
which ence fhooting at random with bird
thot, there drop’d down above a dozen,
which were moft hideoufly deform’d,
and as big as one of our black-birds.
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1694.

Their mufick here is much the fame ay Mwfick.

to windward, confifting of a loud grating
bellowing noife like a company of bulls or
afs-negroes, which they make thro’ hol-
low elephants teeth, of which four or
five joyn’d with one that beats a piece of
hollow brafs or iron with a ftick, makes
their difcord: and to this ridiculous mu-
fick they dance as untowardly, the whole
being only an antick continued jumping
of one at a time, with odd geftures of
head, arms, and body.

The king had two little dwarfs which
would often come begging cowries of
us, which we durft not refufe them, tho’
they deferv’d hanging more from us; for
we were every night conftantly difturb’d
by them with a moft unnatural fort of

houling they kept all night under the -

trees by our lodgings, which we could
never prevail with them to forbear upon
any terms, they faying it was praying for
their king to the Fati/b, who often {poke
to them (and certainly I think all the
devils in hell could not make a worfe
noife) out of a great wooden image by
the king’s palace, which they had endea-
voured to carve like a man, but refem-
bled more a devil. I having been often
told, that that figure fpoke every night
to the cappatheirs and others its devotees,
gave them to underftand, that I would
gladly hear it, and to that end I would
go along with them when they pleas’d.
They anfwer’d, It was in the night-time
it fpake, and about the ufual time pro-
misg’d to call me if I would venture with
them. Ithank’d them, and affured them
I would fit up on purpofe to expett
them. Accordingly about mid-night they

came,
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me, wellarm’d wich piftols and cutlaffes.
When we arrived at the image they made
abundance of profound bows and other
reverences to it, while I did nothing but
look on, expeting the voice. After I
had waited half an hour, I ask’d them
why it did not fpeak ? They reply’d, It
would fpeak prefently. I ftay’d two
hours longer, but not a word from the
ftock 3 at which the blacks feem’d to be
much furpriz’d, faying, They never
knew it fo long without {peaking before.
I began to grow impatient of waiting fo
long, therefore ran the ferrel of my cane
into the mouth of it, and turn’d it therein
feveral times, which they wifh’d me to
forbear for fear it,fhould do me harm.
I told them, That I faw nothing to be
afraid of but a piece of wood, and that
if it could fpeak, I was refolved to make
it.  Whereupon I took out one of my
little piftols (I always carried loaden in
my pockets in this country for fear of fur-
prize) and fir’d at the ill-favour’d image,

“and the bullet went in under its left eye.

‘When the negroes faw me going to thoot,
they all run away and left me and my
men there, where we ftay’d about half
an hour after, but not a fyllable of com-
plaint of the wound or any thing elfe
could we hear: fo we e’en left the image
with the bulletin hisbuggilog, and went
to bed. But next morning thofe that
were with me, and others that heard what
I had done, were aftonifh’d to fee me
alive. When next I faw the king I told
him of it, who affur’d me it fpake every
night to the blacks, but would not to
the white men. I anfwer’d, That if it
could have fpoke, it certainly would
when I fhotit; but that he knew it was
a piece of wood, and it was impofiible

. for it to fpeak. He reply’d, That he

knew the figure was wood, but that it was
moft true, that the Fati/h or god us’d to
peak out of it; that himfelf had often
heard it, and wifh’d i might do me no
mifchief for abufing it. I told him, If
his fubjects did not do me harm by poi-
fon, 1did not fear the Fasi/h at all; and
he affur’d me I need not fear the other.
I have often feen little figures of clay
about their houfes, with oil, rice, corn,
and other offerings before them; allo
goats ript open, {pread and hung on trees,
as facrifices to the Fatih. Andin truth
they have fo many things they call Fatifbes,
that I could never underftand the true
meaning of the word. On the gold coaft
when they make any folemn promife or
oath, they take about fix fpoonfuls of
water mix’d with fome powders of divers

colours, which the Fatifbman puts into it 3
which potion is to kill them the very mi-
nute that they break or violate the oath or
promife they took it on, and which they
firmly believe. Captain Shurley us’d to
make his negroes aboard take the Fatif,
that they would not fwim afhore and
run away, and then would let them out
of irons.  His potion was a cup of Englifh
beer, with a. little aloes in it to imbitter
it, which operated upon their faith as
much as if it had been made by the beft
Fatifbes in Guiney: for my part I put
more dependance upon my fhackles than
any Fatifb 1 could give them, WhenI
was at Cape Corce caftle, as I hinted be-
fore, I faw the Fatifb, in all its circum-
ftances, given to the new king of Futto,
by Mefl. Platt, Ronan, and Melrefi, the
African company’s three chief merchants
there, the king of Sabo, and Nimpha the
general of the Arcanys. The occafion of
which, as well as I could learn it, is as
follows.

The Arcanys, who are the beft traders
to our fhips and caftles, and have the
pureft gold, are an inland people; fo
that to come to the fea-fide to our facto-
ries and fhipping, they were oblig’d to
pafs thro® the territorics of other princes
with their gold to buy, and back with
the commodities purchas’d ; which tho’
very troublefome becaufe of the diftance,
yet they underwent it with great alacrity.
Among others they were to pafs thro’
the king of Futte’s country, which they
did for fome time without interruption ;
but at length the Fustoers defigning to
make a prey of the Arcanys (inftigated
by our no-friends the Dutch at the Mine-

caftle,. refus’d them paffage thro’ their-

country to our caftles and fhips, but
would force them to buy the goods from
them at their own rates, which they had
bought from the Dutch, and which the
Arcanys could buy cheaper and better at
our caftles; fo that both they and we
fuffer’d by this obftruction: andthe Fus-
toers would, upon refufal of the Arca-
nys to deal with them, abufe the traders,
and plunder them of theirgold.

This treatment the Arcanys fo far fto-
mach’d and refented, that fome of their
principal merchants refolv’d to unite to-
gether with lives and fortunes to reduce
the king of Futto to juftice. To effect
which they made war againft him, and
chofe one Nimpha, the moft eminent of
their traders, and for fortune, experi-
ence, and courage the beft qualified, for
their general. And having communica-
ted their refolutions to our chief mer-
chants at Cape Corce, they receiv’d from
them all due encouragement to forward

their

Arcanys.
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their generous defign, with a promife to
fupply them with arms, ammunition, and
other neceffaries of war for their expedi-
tion. The Arcanys purfued their refolu-
tions to raife anarmy ; and, to render it
the more formidable, hired the king of
Sabo and his fubjeéts into their fervice.
And indeed that prince is one of the moft
majeftick and warlike negroes that I have
feen ; and I have been affur’d his actions
in the field do well anfwer his afpect and
port. The Arcanys joyn’d by the Sabo-
ers, and feveral Cape Corce negroes our
chief merchants fent to affift them, under
the command of captain Hanfico, captain
Amo, and others of the caftle cappa-
theirs, made an army up of 20000 blacks,
and march’d directly againft the king of
Flutto, who, for defence of his country, had
raifed much fuch another army. They
had many fmall fkirmifhes, pickeering
with each other, the negroes not caring
for a fair fet battle, but watch to get ad-
vantages by ambufcades and furprizes,
in which the Arcanys and Saboers were fo
fuccefsful, that they reduc’d the king of
Futto to great ftreights, and at length
forc’d him to abandon his chief town,
and flee to the Dutch general at the Mine
for protettion, who gave him fanctuary.
In the interim Nimphaand the king of
Sabo entred his town triumphantly, plun.
der’d and burn’d motft of it, and con-
ftituted his brother king in his ftead;
and having oblig’d all the great cappa-
theirs in Futto to take the Fatifh to be
true to their new king, they brought him
along with them to Cape Corce caftle,
there to take the Fatih to be a true
friend to the Engli/h, and promote their
intereft in all kinds; to be at eternal en-
mity with his brother the late king ; to
preferve an inviolable friendfhip with the
Arcanys 5 and to fuffer them to pafs thro’
his country to and from our factories with
their gold and goods, without any mole-
ftation. Whicharticles ingraved on parch-
ment in the name of the royal African
company of England, Nimpha, and the
king of Sabo, .thé king of Futtofigned
by making his mark, and captain Shur-
ley, myfelf, and divers of our factors and
the caftle cappafheirs witnefled them.
Then .the king of Futto took the Fati/b
on his bare knees to keep them inviolably,
which was fix fpoonfuls of water, in which
the Fatifber had put about a dozen forts
of powders, which none but himfelf knew
what they were; and having ftirr’d them
well, gave the king of Salo his potion,
affuring him, that, upon the leatt infringe-
ment of the articles he took it upon, he
would in the twinkling of an eye drop
down as dead as a door-nail, which he
Vor VL

feem’d firmly to believe.
of Futto had a very dull dronifh afpect
and mien, and was carry’d every where
upon a negroe’s back, his foot being
fore with a worm.

When the king of Sabo and Nimpha
came to our caftle firft in their return
from the war, it and our fhips faluted
them with nine guns each, and they us
with their fimall thot. They walk’d un-
der canopies with feveral horfe-tails tied
to them, having conftant fhooting before
them till they came to the caitle gate,
where having flourifh’d their (words an-
tickly, they entred, and with great re-
fpect kifs'd all our hands, we taking and
fhaking them by theirs, and bidding them
welcome. Our agents order’d a hogfhead
of brandy to be fet on end without the
caftle, and the head knock d out, for all
the army to drink the Jfrican company’s
healths.

The king of Sabo had two wives al-
ways accompanied him to the wars, and
were with him now, often picking his
head publickly, and eating the lice, which
is a common cuftom here; nor is it any
fhame to be loufy among them. Ihave
given the beft account I can of this fort
of Futi/b, and the occafion of it. They
have little pieces of gold exquifitely made
in divers figures, which, for ornament,
the blacks wear tied to their hair, and
about their necks, wrifts, and fmall of
the leg, and thefe they call Fatifbes: alfo
every negroe has fome creature or other
he pays his devotions to, and admits and
fuppofes to be his guardian, to take care
of him and keep him from all harm,
which he calls his Fatih.  That of gene-
ral Nimpba was a cow s and our factors
having kill’d one to entertain us before
our departure, which, by the way, is the
greatelt token of refpe¢t and welcome
that can be fhewn a friend in this coun-
try (and which the Durch general at the
Mine-caftle fhew’d Mr. Ronan, captain
Shurley, captain Freeman, and myfelf,
when he invited us to dine there, a cow
being kill’d and drefs’d all at once) when
we came to dinner at Cape Corce, we
could not perfwade Nimpba (who, toge-
ther witn the kings of Sabo and Fuuto,
us’d to have the favour to fit attable with
us) to touch a bit, nor fo much as come
to look on the meat; and his reafon was,
becaufe it was his Fatifh, which he was
forry we had kill’d, and would not eat
of. Others have a dog, fheep, leopard,
or what elfe they fancy for their Fati/h to
keep them from harm. Soignorant and
fuperftitious are thefe poor creatures, that
when I was at cape Mounfei-adoe, obferv-
ing a negroe of fome quality wear a flip

Mmm of

228

This new king Puirrips.
NS
May,

169.4.



226

Purcrirs.

A Journal of a Voyage 1o

of leopard skin about his arm, Ienquird

N of him the reafon of it? and he inform’d
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me that it was his Fatifh to keep him
from the thunder, which indeed is very
dreadful there, captain Shurley having loft
his fore-maft thereby, as I before noted.
Others wear tigers teeth, goats horns full
of a reddifh pafte, bones of fithes, &e.
all which have their peculiar virtues to
defend them from fome imminent dan-
ger or other ; and this is all I could learn
of their Fatifbes during my fhort ftay on
this coaft.

The Whidawers much admire white
men, and fay, That God loves them, be-
caufe they have fuch plenty of all forts of
commodities; and are much puzzled to
think how we find the way thro’ the fea
into their country. The king’s Fati/b-
man here pretends to great power and
skill ; as for inftance, we happening to be
there in the rain feafons, when the fea is
moft turbulent, itchanc’d to be one time
fo grown and exceeding boifterous, that
our canoes were not able to bring us any
goods afhore for 18 days, which made the
cappatheirs backward in felling us flaves,
by reafon we had no goods afthore to pay
for them ; whereupon we made ourcom-

_ plaint to the king, that it was a great

hinderance to our bufinefs that they would
not give us credit till our goods could
be brought us, of which we had great
plenty of all kinds, and that the violent
raging of the fea was the reafon we had
not them athore; that, if' they would
trade with us, we would give them our
notes for what we bought, and honeftly
pry them affoon as the fea was calmer.
The old king defir’d me to be eafy, and
he would make the fea quiet next day.
Accordingly he fent his Fatifbman with a
jar of palm-oil, a bag of rice and corn,
a jar of pitto, a bottle of brandy, and a
piece of painted callicoes, and feveral
other things to prefent the fea to appeafe
it. When the Fatifbman came to the fea-
fide (as I was inform’d by my men that
were there and faw the ceremony) he
made a fpeech to it, affuring the fea that
his king was its friend, and lov’d the
white men ; that we were honeft fellows,
and come to trade with him to fupply his
country with what he wanted, and that
he requefted the fea not to be angry, nor
hinder us to land our goods ; and told it,
That if it wanted palm oil, his king had
fent it fome; and fo threw the jar with
the oil into the fea, as he did with the
fame compliment the rice, corn, pitto,
brandy, callicoe, €c. It happen’d the
next day that the fea was fomewhat
finoother, and we got athore fome goods,
which the old king was very proud of]

and appropriated to his Fatihman, tho’
it really proceeded from the moon’s be-
ing near the wain, at which time, in all
thefe fouthern countries, the gales are
more faint, and the fea calmer, than at
full and change. However, we let him
indulge himfelf with the fancy, being
glad we had our goods to trade. This
Fatifbman told me he could make it rain
corn or falt if he pleas’d. I promis’d him
large gratuities if he would thew me onein-
ftance of his skill in that kind ; but he was
too confcious of his inability and deceit to
accept them, or attempt it. The follow-
ing ftory I had from Mr. Pierfon, faltor
here for the African company, who was
fent here from Cape Corce to be fecond to
Mr. Smith then chief factor. Soon after
his arrival Mr. Smith fell very ill of the
country malignant fever ; and having
little profpect of recovery, refign’d his
charge of the company’s affairs to Pier-
Jon.  This Mr. Smith had the chara&er
of an obliging ingenious young gentle-
man, and was much efteem’d by the
king, who hearing of his defperate illnefs,
fent his Fatifbman to hinder him from
dying ; who coming to the factory, went
to Mr. Smith’s bed-fide, and told him,
That his king had fuch a kindnefs for
him, that he had fent him to keep him
alive, and that he fhould not die. Mr.
Smith was in fuch a languifhing condition,
that he little regarded him. Then the
Fatifbman went from him to the hog-yard,
where they bury the white men; and
having carry’d with him fome brandy,
rum, oil, rice, &¢. he cry’d out aloud,
O you dead white men that lie bere, you
have a mind to have this faflor that is fick
to you, but be is our king’s friend, and be
‘loves bim, and will not part with bim as yet.
Then he went to captain Wiburn’s grave
who built the factory, and cry’d, O yox
captain of all the dead white men that lie
bere, this is your doings; you would have
this man from us to bear you company, be-
caufe be is a good man, but our king will not
part with bim, nor you fhall not bave bim
yet. Then making a hole in the ground
over his grave, he pour’d in the brandy,
rum, oil, rice, & telling him, If be
wanted thofe things, there they were for bim,
but the faltor be muft net expest, nor fhould
not bave, with more fuch nonfenfe ; then
went to Smitk, and aflur’d him he fhould
not die ; but growing troublefome to
the fick man, Pierfon turn’d him out of
the factory, and in two days after poor
Smith made his exit.

After we are come to an agreement
for the prices of our flaves, erc the bell
goes round to order all people to bring
their flaves to the trunk to be fold, we

are
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are oblig’d to pay our cuftoms to the
king and cappafheirs for leave to trade,
proteétion and juftice ; which for every
thip are as follow, wviz.

To the king fix flaves value in cow-
ries, or what other goods we can per-
fwade him to take, but cowries are moft
efteem’d and defir’d ; all which are mea-
furd in his prefence, and he would
wrangle with us ftoutly about heaping up
the meafure.

To the cappafheirs in all two flaves
value, as above.

The ufual charges here which we pay
at our departure when we have ﬁnif{n’d
our trade, in any goods that remain,
are

One flave value to the captain of the
trunk for his care of our flaves while
there.

One flave value to the captain of the
fand for his care of our goods.

One ditto to the captain of the flaves
who conduéts them fafe to the fea-
fide.

One ditto to captain Tom the interpre-
ter, for his trouble.

One ditto for filling water.

Half aflave, oras much cowries as the
cavity of the bell can contain, to
the bell-man.

Befides all which our factory charges,
victualling the negroes after bought till
they get aboard, and hire of porters to
bring up the goods from the fea-fide,
which is feven miles at leaft, and the
ftouteft fellow would not bring above two
bars of iron at a time, and make but one
trip in a day, took up great quantities of
our cowries, we paying thefe laft char-
ges in nothing elfe but thefe fhells.

The beft goods to purchafe flaves here
are cowrics, the {maller the more
efteem’d ; for they pay them all by tale,
the fmalleft being as valuable as the big-
geft, but take them from us by meafure
or weight, of which about 100 pounds
for a good man-flave.

The nextin demand are brafs neprunes
or bafons, very large, thin, and flat;
for after they havé bought them they cut
them in pieces to make anilias or brace-
lets, and collars for their arms legs and
necks.

The other preferable goods are blue
paper fletias, cambricks or lawns, caddy
chints, broad ditte, coral, large, {mooth,
and of a deep red, rangoes large and red,
iron bars, powder, and brandy.

With the above goods a fhip cannot
want flaves here, and may purchafe them
for about three pounds fifteen fhillings a
head, but near half the cargo value muft
be cowrics or booges, and brafs bafons,
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to fe toff the other goods that we buy chea- Puiries.

per, as coral, rangoes, iron, &c. elfe
they will not take them; for if a cappa-
their fells five flaves, he will have two of
them paid for in cowries, and one in
brafs, which are dear flaves; for a flave
in cowries cofts us above four pounds in
England ; whereas a flave in coral, ran-
goes, or iron, does notcoft fifty fhillings 5
but without the cowries and brafs they
will take none of the laft goods, and but
fmall quantities at beft, efpecially if they
can difcover that you have good ftore of
cowries and brafs aboard, then no other
goods will ferve their turn, till they have
got as much as you have ; and after, for
the reft of the goods they will be indiffe-
rent, and make you come to their own
terms, or elfe lie a long time for your
flaves, fo that thofe you have on board
are dying while you are buying others
afhore ; therefore every man that comes
here, ought to be very cautious in mak-
ing his report to the king at firft, of
what forts and quantities of goods he has,
and be fure to fay his cargo confifts moft-
ly in iron, coral, rangoes, chints, &c.
fo that he may difpofe of thofe goods as
foon as he can, and at laft his cowries
and brafs will bring him flaves as faft as
he can buy them : but this is to be un-
derftood of a fingle fhip: or more, if
the captains agree, which feldom hap-
pens; for where there are divers fhips,
and of feparate interefts, about buying
the fame commodity they commonly un-
dermine, betray, and out-bid one the
other; and the Guiney commanders words
and promifes are the leaft to be depended
upon of any I know ufe the fea; for they
would deceive their fathers in their trade
if they could.

. Sayes, perpetuanoes, knives, old fheets,
pewter bafons, muskets, {Jc. which are
the beft goods on the gold coaft for
gold, are in no eftcem here; for they
would have four perpetuanoes for a flave,
which, at prime coft in England, came
to 4 /. 15 5. fo of the reft, efpecially
falempores or fine callicoes, of which
they would have four for a flave, which
were charged to us by the African com-
pany at fix pounds firft coft; fo that it
was great lofs to fend fuch goods ; for
we could buy for ten ounces of good co-
ral, 300 in number of good red rangoes,
or fourteen bars of iron, which did not
come to above forty-five fhillings, as
good a flave as for four pieces of calli-
coes that coft fix pounds Sterling.

The only money they have here are
thefe cowries or fhells we carry them, be-
ing brought from the Eaft-Indies, and were
charg'd to us at four pounds per cent. of

which
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Puicuies. which we gave 100 /b. for a flave ; as foon
~~¥~ a5 the negroes have them, they bore holes

in the backs of them, and ftring them on
rufhes, 4o fhellson each, which they call
a foggy s and five of fuch foggys being
tied together, is call’d a galina, being
200 fhells, which is their way of account-
ing their fhell-money. When they go to
market to buy any thing they bargain for
fo many cowries, foggys, or fo many gali-
nas, and without thefe thells they can pur-
chafe nothing. :
Theking of #hidaw is about 60 years
of age, as near asI could guefs ; for none
of the negroes know their own age, nor
do, or can they keep any account of time:
He is of a middle ftature, and fpare, his
hair and beard grey, his afpect but very
ordinary and mean, and I believe fo is his
heart ; he feems of a good free temper, and
full of mirth and kindnefs, efpecially when
he intends tobega boon: He never went
out of his palace while we were there,
but in his palace-yard would walk bare-
foot thro’ the mud and water, with as little
concern as any of his poor fubjeéts; of
which I have been told he can raife 40,000

~in 24 hours.

His chief cappafheirs were Capt. Spring-
gatha, 1 judge about 8o years old, anda
politick blade ; he expects to be king next,
and governs the king now as he pleafes.
‘We found more difficulty, oppofition, and
quirking from him in fettling ourtrade,than
from the king and all the other cappafheirs.

The next is Capt. Charter, the king’s
great confident, who formerly was a boy
to Mr. Charter, oneof the African com-
pany’s factors that was here, whofe name
he took, and is now very proud of. Heisa
very handfome fenfible black, about 30
years old, and a generous trader. He
fold us more flaves than all the other cap-
patheirs put together ; all the blacks have
their eyes on him, Springgatha being very
old. Next Charteris Capt. Tom, the inter-
preter, Capt. Biby, Capt. Agwa, king Tom,
who is brother to the king of great Arda,
(and for fome crimes banifh’d his country,
takes fanctuary here) and divers others,
that attended the king when we were with
him. About half a mile from our fatory
is a croom of negroes, which call them-
felves Mine-men, and affift the Dutch thips
that come here in their bufinefs, but the
Dutch Weft-India company feldom order
their fhips for flaves, but chiefly mind their

trade on the gold coaft, where they have.

more and better caftles than we, and more
advantageoufly feated, the Mine and Com-
mendo being in the very direct path of the
gold trade.

Except the afore-mention’d negroes, the

Dutch have no faétory at Whidaw, nor any
houfe: Some Dutch interlopers, when they
have goods lying on their hands, that
will not vend for gold, have orders to fall
down here and difpofc of them for negroe
flaves, which they carry for Surinam and
Curifoa, in the Weft-Tudies.

At the ifland of St. Thomas I met with
one that had 200 negroes aboard for Su-
rinam, but had the misfortune, as well as
we, to have a great ficknefs and mortality
among them, which, together with their
ftink and naftinefs, fo tretted Claufe the
Dutch fkipper, that he fwore facrament,
that notwithftanding his owners were brave
and generous merchants, yetif he liv’d to
come to Holland again, he would deliver
them their thip; and if they would give
him 100/. pay per month to go and carry
negroes again, he would not takeit, but
would fooner go elfewhere a common failor
for 20 guilders a month.

The road where our fhips ride is very 7Zhe road.

good and clean ground, and gradual found-
ings ; the beft anchoring is in eight fathom
water, againft a great tuft of trees that
make like a barn, about a mile and a
half off the fhore, on which there runs fuch
a prodigious fwell and furf, that we venture
drowning every time we go afhore and
come oft, the canoes frequently over-fet-
ting, but the canoe-men are fuch excellent
divers and fwimmers, that they preferve
the lives of thofe they have any kindnefs
for, but fuch as they have any difpleafure
to they will let fhift for themiclves, there-
fore *tis very prudent for all commanders
to be kind and obliging to them, their
lives lying in their hands, which they can
make them lofe at pleafure, and impute

“all to accident, and they could not help it s

and there are no amends to be had: The
canoes we buy on the gold coaft, and
ftrengthen them with knees and weather-
boards fore and aft, to keep the fea out,
they i1‘:lunging very deep when they go
againfta fea : They are madeof the trunk
of the cotton tree hollow’d, from a two
handtoa 12 hand canoe, the largeft being
not above-four foot broad, but 28 or 30
foot long ; thofe that are moft fit for the
ufe at Whidaw, arefive hand or feven hand
canoes ; of which each fhip that buys ma-
ny {laves ought to carry two, for they are
very incident to be ftaved by the great fea
when they overfet, and here is none for
fupply, and without them there is no land-
ing or coming off for goods or men:
The canoe-men we bring from Cape Corce
being feven in number, of which one is
boatfwain, and is commonly one of the
moft fkillful canoe-men in Guiney; he
commands the reft, and always fteers the

canoe,
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canoe, and gives his orders to the reft,
when to row or when to lie on their paddles,
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pofe; and after mix’d with water, and Puiuies,
boil’d well in a large copper furnace, till “"Y™\J

to watch a fmooth or fhun a great fea,
they fee coming ; their pay is certain and
ftated, half of which we pay them in gold
at Cape Corce, and the reft in goods when
we have done with them at #bidaw 3 ’tis
alfo cuftomary to give them a canoe to
" carry them back, and cut up the other for
fire-wood, unlefs an opportunity offers to
fell it, which is very rare. They loftus
fix or feven barrels of cowries, above 100
bars of iron, and other goods, by the
over-fetting of the canoes in landing them,
which we could never recover, or have
the leaft fatisfaction for, but were forced
to give them good words, left they
fhould, in revenge, play us more fuch
tricks 5 we kept two men athore here con-
ftantly to fill water, which lay and eatat
the fatory, which fill’d our fmall hog-
ftheads in the night, and roll’d them over
the fand to the fea-fide, ready to raft off
in the morning, before the fea breeze came
in, which is the only time, we having no
other way toget it off but by rafting, and
in halling off to the longboat the great fea
would often break our raft, and ftave our
cafk, whereby we lofta great many. The
longboat was chiefly employ’d in bringing
water aboard, which we ftarted into our
butts in the hold, and fent the fmall cafk
afhore again next morning, of which we
had two gangs on purpofe ; we had a little
deal yaul which did us great fervice in
bringing off cows, hogs, flaves, letters,
&¢c. from the canoes, with only two boys
in her: When our flaves are aboard we
fhackle the men two and two, while we lie
in port, and in fight of their own country,
for ’tis then they attempt to make their
efcape, and mutiny ; to prevent which
we always keep centinels upon the hatch-
ways, and have a cheft of fmall arms,
ready loaden and prim’d, conftantly lying
at hand upon the quarter-deck, together
with fome granada fhells; and two of our
quarter-deck guns, pointing on the deck
thence, and two more out of the fteerage,
thedoor of which isalways kept fhut, and
well barr’d ; they are fed twice aday, at
10 in the morning and 4 in the evening,
whichis the time they are apteft to mutiny,
being all upon deck ; therefore all that
time, what of our men are not employ’d
in diftributing their vi®uals to them, and
fettling them, ftand to their arms; and
fome with lighted matches at the great
guns that yaun upon them, loaden with
partridge, till they have done and gone
down to their kennels between decks:
Their chief dietiscall’d dabbadabb, being
Indian corn ground as fmall as oat-meal,

in iron mills, which we carry for that pur-
Vor. VL

*tis as thick as a pudding ; about a peckful
of which in veflels, call’d crews, is al-
low’d to 10 men, witha little falt, mala-
getta, and palm oil, to relith; they are
divided into mefles of ten each, for the
eafier and better order in ferving them :
Three days a weck they have horfe-beans
boil’d for their dinner and fupper, great
quantities of which the African company do
fend aboard us for that purpofe; thefe
beans the negroes extremely love and de-
fire, beating their breaft, eating them,
and crying Pram! Pram! which is, Very
good ! they are indeed the beft diet for
them, having a binding quality, and con-
fequently good to prevent the lux, which
is the inveterate diftemper that mott affects
them, and ruins our voyages by their mor-
talicy : The men are all fed upon the
main deck and forecaftle, that we may
have them all under command of our
arms from the quarter-deck, in cafe of
any difturbance; the women eat upon the
quarter-deck with us, and the boys and
girls upon the poop; after they are once
divided into mefles, and appointed their
places, they will readily run there in good
order of themfelves afterwards; when
they have eaten their victuals clean up,
(which we force them to for to thrive the
better) they are order’d down between
decks, and every one as he paffes has a
pint of water to drink after his meat,
which is ferv’d them by the cooper out of a
large tub, fil’d before-hand ready for
them. When they have occafion to eafe
nature, they are permitted by the centi-
nels to come up, and go to conveniency
which are provided for that purpofe, on
cach fide the fhip, each of which will con-
tain a2 dozen of them at once, and have
broad ladders to afcend them with the
greater eafe: When we come to fea we
let them all out of irons, they never at-
tempting then to rebel, confidering that
fhould they kill or mafter us, they could
not tell how to manage the thip, or muft
truft us, who would carry them where we
pleas’d ; therefore the only danger is while
we are in fight of their own country, which
they are loth to part with; but once out
of fight outof mind : Inever heard that
they mutiny’d in any fhips of confequence,
that had a good number of men, and the
leaft care; butin fmall tools where they
had but few men, and thofe negligent or
drunk, then they furpriz’d and butcher’d

them, cut the cables, and let the vedel

drive athore, and every one fhift for him-
felf. However, we have fome 30 or 40
gold coaft negroes, which webuy, and are
procur’d us there by our factors, to make
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Puiies. guardians and overfeers of the #hidaw
“~ negroes, and fleep among them to keep
. 633';. them from quarrelling; and in order, as
well as to give us notice, if they can dif-
cover any caballing or plotting among
them, which truft they will difcharge with
great diligence : they alfo take care to
make the negroes fcrape the decks where
they lodge every morning very clean,
to efchew any diftempers that may en-
gender from filth and naftinefs; when
we conftitute a guardian, we give him a
cat of nine tails as a badge of his office,
which he is nota little proud of, and will
exercife with great authority. We often
at fea in the evenings would let the flaves
come up into the fun to air themfelves,
and make them jump and dance for an
hour or two to our bag-pipes, harp, and
fiddle, by which exercife to preferve them
in health; but notwithitanding all our
endeavour, ’twas my hard fortune to have
great ficknefs and mortality among them.

Having bought my compliment of 700
flaves, viz. 480 men and 220 women, and
finith’d all my bufinefs at #bidaw, I took
my leave of the old king and his cappa-
fheirs, and parted, with many affectionate
expreffions on both fides, being forced to
promife him that I would return again the
next year, with feveral things he delired
me to bring from England; and having
fign’d bills of lading to Mr. Pecirfon, for
the negroes aboard, I fet fail the 27th of
Fuly in the morning, accompany’d with
the Eaft-India Merchant, who had bought
650 flaves, tor the ifland of St. Thomas,
with the wind at W.S. W, At noon we
had good obfervation in lat. 6° 18’ N. the
treesof /#’hidaw that feem like a barn, then
bearing N.by W. about fix leagurs off,
being juft difcernable 5 from which take
my departure ; we got in our longboat and
bent a new fore top-fail.

Saturday the 28th. We have had the
winds conftantly between the S. and W,
we making ufe of all opportunities to get
as much as we could to the fouthward,
tho’ were often forc’d to bear down and lie
by for the Eaft-India Merchant, which
fail’d ill, and was very leewardly.

Tbhurfday the 2d of Auguff. Wefpy'd
the ifland of Princes, bearing S. eight
leagues off, and at noon were in latitude
1° 50’ N. the fouth end of Princes bearing
then S. S. W. fix leagues off and the N. W.
end S. W.by S. being a very high moun-
tainous ifland 3 we made eafting to this
day noon from Whidaw, 297 miles, or
99 leagues.

Friday the 3d. 'We paft by the ifland
of Princes with the wind atS.S. W. and
S. W.andat 6 o’clock on Saturday morn-
ing fcll in with the land, it bearing E. S. E.
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three leagues off, having then 12 fathom
water, we tack’d off and lay W. and W,
by S. the other way till noon, when we
had good obfervation of the latitude, inlat.
00°57’ N. The land we fcll in with was a
low even traé full of trees, with a fmall
ifland at the fouth end of it; I took it
to becape St. Fobn’s in the Bight.

Sunday the 5th.  We ply’d along fhore
to windward, ftanding in to 14 fathom
water, then off again; but our fhip being
very light would often refufe to ftay or
keep to; therefore this day we fill'd all
the empty buts we had in the hold with
falt water, ‘and brought her fomewhat
more by thehead. Today I hada fetton
madein my neck, for theeafe of my head,
having often ug’d blifters and other remedies
tono purpofe. We loft fight of the Zaj-
India Merchant laft night, fhe having
tack’d in the night, by reafon of two gram-
pus’s, the men that look’d out faw a
head of the thip, which they took to be two
rocks, as we underftood fince. Of thefe
grampus’s thereare great numbers in this
fea, bring as big as imall whales, and are
much enamour’d with the thips, which
they will tollow and wantonly play about,

" {uppoling it, I prefume, fome great gi-

gantick brother of their watry element.
We ufe to have good diverfion in fecing a
fith, call’d a thrather, combat thefe gram-
pus’s ; forwhere-ever they meet they quar-
rel ; asncarasIcan guefs ’tis about four
yardslong, but very flender: When iten-
gages it raifes itfelf an end, quite out of
the water, and falls upon the grampus
with fuch violence, that we could hecar
the noife, and fee the breach in the fea the
blow made, above a mile; we obferved
the laticude thisday, in 00" 25’ N.
Monday the 6th. Plying to windward
along fhore in the morning, we fpy’d a
fhip at an anchor under the land, and in-
lefs than an hour fhe got under fail, and
ftood off tous; we made a clear thip for
her, but it proving hazey weather we loft
fight of her. This morning we crofs’d
the line, being by our obfervation at noon
in 10 minutes S. latitude ; at which time
our negroes being all upon deck at their
dinners, a young tiger I hadaboard, which
was given me by Mr. Ronan, at Cape Corce
caftle, and which I kept ina wooden cage
upon the quarter-deck, broke out of i,
feiz’d upon a negroe woman’s leg, and in
an inftant, before any of us could come
to her refcue, tore the calf quite off,
which as foon as one of our quarter-mafters
perceiv’d, he ran to him, and giving him
a little blow with the flat of a cutlafs, the
tiger couch’d down like a fpaniel dog, and
the man took him up in his arms, dragg’d
' him
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along this coaft without any danger.
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him along, and without any refiftance, ‘We PaiLvirs.

or harm, pent him up in hiscoop again.  were at noon this day in latitude 00® 24’ m
*Twas ftrange to me to obferve this fouth. 1‘2‘34.’

ravenous wild creature, that he would be
as familiar with our white men as a fpaniel,
letting them play with him, ftroak him,
take him by the tongue or paw, and would
wantonly lick their hands, pat them with his
foot like a cat, without offering the leaft
injury ; but when he faw a black, tho’ at
a diftance, he would grow raving mad,
bounce and leap in his cage as if he would
break it to pieces, and his eyes would look
like perfett fire, fo that I was forced to
get a larger and ftronger coop made for
him : and always hang an old fail before
it to blind him, while the flaves were at
vittuals, elfe there was no appealing of
bim ; but at laft he thew’d himfelf a true
tiger to us, and that nature is not to be
chang’d, asI fhall obferve hereafter.
Tuejday the 7th. This Day we ply’d
along fhore to the fouth, taking the oppor-
tunity of the land brecze to ftand off with,
and the fea breeze to ftandin; which we
boldly did into 12 fathom in the day-time,
and 15 in the night, as may be done all

Wednefdaythe 8th. Yefterday at twelve
we tack’d to the fouth, and lay up S. by E.
with a fine frefh galeat S. W. by W. till
four in the evening, when heaving the lead
we had but 10 fathom water, tho’ we were
above four leagues off fhore, the pitch of
cape Lopus being then juft difcernable,
bearing S. W.by W. fix leaguesoff: We
were then abreaft of a great white fand
upon the fhore, which reach’d far up on
the land, which I judge to be about the
river of Gabon, and which the Dutch wag-
goner takes notice of, and calls the Grote
White Pleken, of which there runsa fand a
great way into the fea, which made us have
fuch fhoal warer at that diftance ; but
there is no danger, being gradual foundings
all along into the fhore. 'We made feveral
trips to windward till noon this day : we
were by our obfervation in latitude 00° 35’
S.; cape de Lopo Gonzales, bearing then due
fouth five leagues off, beinga low land, and
feeming as underneath.

- Thurfday the gth. From novon yefter-
day we ftood off fhore, lying up W. by S.
and W.S. W, till four; then in again,
lying S. S. by S. till fix; when reflecting
on the time it might coft me to endeavour
to get into cape Lopus, (where I defign’d
to wood and water) by reafon of the uncer-
tainty of the winds, and the current fetting
us to leeward 3 which together with my
negroes dying very faft, and the want of
fome provifionsI was in, made me refolve
to ftand over for the ifland of St. Thomas,
about 40 leagues diftant, not doubting
fetching of it, being fo far to the fouth of
the line : Accordingly at fix tack’d to the
‘W. cape Lopus then bearing S. S. E. di-
ftant feven leagues. We lay up wefl, W. by
S. and W.S. W, at night, till fix this
morning ; when the wind fcanted to S. W.
by S. and S. W. fo that we could lie but
W.byN. and W. N. W. till noon this
day, when had good obfervation in the
latitude 00® 19’ S.

Friday the 1oth. Thefe 24 hours we
hav. had the windsat S. by W.and S.5.W.
we lying up for moft part W. by S. until
12 this day ; when I much admired we
could not fee the ifland, having by our
reckonings run the length of it; but the
weather was very dark and hazey, fo that
we had no obfervation. '

Saturday the 11th. From noon yefter-
day we lay up W. by S. and W. S. W. till
two in the evening, when our men from
the top-maft head, faw the ifland to the
N.W.ofus: Atthrecl fawitoff the deck,
the fouth point bearing W. by N. the
north point N. W. by W.and the Cabras
N. W. diftantabout fix leagues. At four
had but lictle wind till eight, then fmall
breeze at S.by W. we lying up W. by S.
till 12, when being near the ifland we tack’d
of, lying S. E. till four; then in again,
and lay by till feven, when being clearday-
light we bore up along the ifland for the
town, having gradual foundings from 14
to feven fathom water; but a little to
windward of the town, on a fudden we had
but five fathom ; upon which I edg’d off,
and as I went off ftill thoal’d my water to
four fathom and half, which fo frighted
me that I let go my anchor in four fathom
and a quarter, right abreaft the caftle;
but here is no danger, it being no lefs
water in two mile round, but dceper into
the thore, asIfound afterward by found-
ing. .
gSunday the 12th. Yefterday at noon,
after having anchor’d, I went afhore to
vifit the general, but hebeing dead, I was
conduéted to the governor, who receiv’d
me civilly; and after having afk’df me

- ome
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fome queftions of form, underftanding
I wanted only wood and water, and

fupply myfelf: He exprefs’d an admi-
ration at my lying fo far off at an anchor,
hinting as tho’ he believed I was unwilling
to come under the command of the caftle

- guns, as other fhips did, affuring me there

was the ufual and beft road ; wherefore
to remove his jealoufy, this morning I got
under fail, and ftood in till I came within
mufket-fhot of thecaftle, and there let go
my anchor in five fathom, moor’d my fhip,
faluted the caftle with five guns, and put
all the negroe men into irons, left they
fhould fwim away, being fo near the fhore :
the caftle bore off us S.by E. About four
days after my arrival, came in here the
Eaft-India Merchant, having pafs’d by the
ifland to the fouth without feeing it, there-
fore when they found their error, were
forced to ftand back again in queft of it, and
at laft found it.

Ifiand  of The ifland of St. Thomas, inhabited by
st. Tho- the Portuguefe, lics under the equator,
mas.

the middle of it being in 00° 10’ N. about
45 leagues W. N. W. from cape Lopus,
and 40 due W. from the river of Gabon: It
is full of high mountains, which arecover’d
over with thick groves of tall trees; and
during the time I was afhore I don’t re-
member that I ever faw the tops of them
free from great heavy clouds, which occa-
fions a continual mift or drifling rain upon
them; and from their conftantdroppingsare
derived fine fmall rivulets of water, which
irrigate and moiften the valliesunderneath.
‘The town lies on the north-eaft fide of
the ifland, in the bottom of a fine bay
may contain about 200 houfes, large and
well built, but moft of boards and rafters
only, with galleries and great open win-
dows round about them, for conveniency
of air, &c. There be fome houfes buiit
of good fquare ftone, but very few. Thro’
the town there runsa fmall frefh brook into
the fea, over which is built a little bridge
of one arch, which they fay lies directly
under the equinoctial 5 and that in pafling
from one end of the bridge to the other,
you crofs the line: In this little river we
fil’d all our water, which tomy tafte and
apprehenfion feem’d very good, tho’ the
diftempers and mortality that afterwards
happen’d among my men and flaves, made
me fufpect it did partake of fome of the
malignity of the ifland thro’ which it
runs. :
The moft convenient time to fill it is
in the night, by reafon the women of the
town are wafhing cloaths, and otherwife
dirtying and defiling the water all the day-
time, along the river above the place where
we fill : therefore we left our cooper and

two feamen every night with our cafk
athore to fill them, and roll them to the
fea-fide, ready for the longboat to hoift in
in the morning and carry aboard; the
cooper and other men, when they had
done their bufinefs, for the reft of the
night were lodg’d in the houfe of Signior
Lorenzo de Soozo, a native of Tercera,
one of the weftern iflands, and now mar-
ry’d here, and captain of a fmall Porty-
guefe veflel belonging to this ifland, with
which he ufes to goand trade upon the coaft
of Guiney, tor gold and flaves, and fome-
times to Brazil for fugars, €&5c. He was
very obliging and affiftant to us. in our
bufinefs, and teftify’d a great deal of af-
fection to us and defire to ferve us, for
which we gratefully requited him : One
of our men arm’d was conftantly oblig’d
to watch the cafk in the night, elfe the
Portuguefe, who are the greateft thieves in
the world, would fteal all their iron hoops
off. Fire-wood is here Plenty, and very
good round wood, of which for 11 dollars
1 bought my longboat, that would eafily
carry 12 tons, as full and deep as I durft
load her: Iwas fupply’d with it by Ema-
nuel Fernando, who was a negroe ~Porty-
guefe, but one of the greateft men for qua-
lity and riches in the ifland, being chief
fecretary to the king of Portugal here :
His negroescut it, and his canoes brought
it to our longboat, fo that we had no trou-
blein the leaft, but to load her as deep as
fhe could fwim aboard. :

This ifland affords the beft pork that
ever I tafted, it being impoffible for any
fleth to be more palatable, or eat fweeter;
and here is fuch plenty of it, that for three
dollars we could buy a fine large young
hog, fit for falting, which at a crown per
dollar isbut 15s.  Here are all other pro-
vifions in great plenty ; their kine are but
{mall, which we could buy for five dollars
per head: They have fine large poultry,
10 of which we could buy for a” dollar;
and the market is daily ftock’d with good
freth fith. We fupply’d ourfelves with
fome Indian corn, figolas, or kidney-
beans, plantins, yams, potatoes, cocoa-
nuts, limes, oranges, 5¢. for the ufe and
refrefhment of our negroes, at the follow-
ing rates, viz.

Indian corn at two alcars per dollar,

Figolas, or kidneybeans, at dollars three
per cheft, which would contain near four
buthels. :

Plantins at dollars two and a half per
thoufand, by tale.

Yams, which are great large roots, and
eat very {weet, much like a potato in tafte,
at dollars 25 per thoufand, by tale.

Cocoa-nuts at dollars 10 per thoufand
nuts.

Limes,
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they meet daily to truck with each other, Puitres.

Limes, oranges, limons, bananas, e,
for little or nothing; fo that this ifland
is well fupply’d with all things for the
ufe of man in great abundance : but the
unhealthinefs of ir, lying under the tor-
rid zone, palls the delights of the inhabi-
tants, and imbitters all their plenty 5 for
the climate is fo fickly, efpecially in De-
cember, Fanuary, and February, that moft
of the white people feverely feel the ef-
fets of it, being feldom free from agues,
fevers, and fluxes ten days together ; the
laft of which is the moft reigning and dan-
gerous diftemper. To prevent which,
when I was enquiring of the governor
and fome other gentlemen of the ifland,
the propereft method, they very kindly
advifed me, asa fecrer, every night, be-
fore I went to fleep, to wath clean, and
dabble my fundament with luke-warm wa-
ter for half a quarter of an hour, and af-
fur’d me, it was their own conftant cuftom

. every night. I gave them thanks, and
putitin practice ; buttho’ it preferv’d me
poflibly from the flux, yet it could not
guard me from a fever, which foon feiz’d
me, and of which I had a moft violent
fit; but by the blefling of God, and care
of my honeft do&tor Mr. Gordon, who
continually ply’d me with vomits, bleed-
ings, blitters, glifters, and what elfe he
thought proper, I at length recover’d.

The town may contain about 200 white
inhabitants, who all look like fhadows,
and feldom any of them arrive at the

~ age of fifty years, tho’ the negroes which
are here in great numbers, agree well
enough with the climate, which is fo

- very malignant, that few or none of the
Portugueze would come to live here but
fuch as are forc’d to flee, or are banifh’d
their country for' fome villanies. They
told me that I happen’d to come here in
the healthieft time of the year, tho’ my
poor men and negroes, by their ficknefs
and mortality, made it appear unhcalthy
enough ; and if that was their beft, the
Lord deliver every body from their worft
feafons.

The fugar that is made here is very
coarfe and dirty, and feldom well cured ;

Y fot they have often fupplies of very good
from Brafil; tho’ at this time the ifland
was fo bare, that I could not furnifh my-
felf with an hundred weight that was fit
for man’s ufe, at any price.

They make ftore of rum here, but ’tis
fad ftinking raw ftuff. There are a great
many plantations and houfes well built,
which, as we failed along the ifland,
look’d very delightful. This ifland, as
well as St. Fago, breeds great quantities
of monkies and baboons, which, I have
been told, have a certain place where

Vor. VI

one bringing a plaintain, another a yam,
another an orange, banana, potatoe, or
fome other merchandize, and fo cach ex-
changes what he has with fome other ba-
boon for what he wants or likes better,
and after repair home to their quarters,
I have nothing to fay to the truth of this,
having never been upon their exchange,
nor feen their traffick ; but I have feen
fuch actions from thefe creatures, aping
mankind, that were very furprizing. Pa-
rakets or green birds are here in fuch
numbers, that for haif a dollar we could
buy a cane cage with forty of them in it.
I purchas’d near 500 of them, but could
not bring above a dozen alive to Barba-
does, the leaft cold killing them.
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The caitle lies about a quarter of a The cafile.

mile from the town upon a neck of land
at the entrance of the bay. It may have
about twenty old guns, fome mounted,
and fome difmounted, the walls being
very ruinous and weakly mann’d, fo that
it ferves more for a fcarecrow than any
thing elfe ; for Iwould have undertiken
to have brought off, burnt or funk every
veflel they had in the port, with my
own fhip and boats only," in fpite of what
refiftance the caftle or town could make.
And I believe the reafon why the town
is not more molefted or taken from them,
is the poverty of it, there being nothing
to be got but provifions, together with
the unhealthinefs of it. Ilere are great
quantitics of palm-oil made, of which we
could buy a barrel containing twenty odd
gallons for fix dollars, which in Baria-
does would yield three pounds. The road
where the fhips lie 1s good and clean
ground : about a league to the N. L. of
which lie two large rocks or little iflands,
about a mile off fthore, cali’d the Cabras ;
a little to leeward of which is good riding,
clofe to the fhore, near a fine river o
fill water, and there you may cut your
wood your felf for little or nothing, and
the country people will bring you down
all neceffaries that you want, befides,
that you fave the cuftoms that you are
oblig’d to pay if you lie at the town,
which for every fhip, little or grear, is
one negroe flave to the general, or who
is deputed by him, for leave to wood,
water, &¢c. eight dollars to the captain
of the caftle, and one dollar to the ar-
gufite, who comes aboard you, nonc of
the inhabitants daring to come, or to
trade with you in the leaft, without per-
miffion from the governor. The ifland
is about twelve leagues long, N. and S.

and about ten leagues broad.
Having completed all my
alhore in fourteen days that I lay here,
Ooo yefter-

bufinefs Aug. 5.
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yefterday in the afternoon I came off with
a refolution to go to fea. Accordingly
about fix in the evening we got up our
anchors, and fet fail for Barbadoes, being
forc’d to leave the Eaft-India merchant
behind, who could not get ready to fail
in nine or ten days; which time I could
not afford to ftay, inrefpec of the mor-
tality of my negroes, of which two or
three died every day, alfo the fmall quan-
tity of provifions I had to ferve for my
paflage to Barbadoes. We ftood off E.
and E. by N. with a fmall breeze at
S. W. till 8, when we had a fine freth
gale at S. fteering off N. E. N.N. E.
and N. till 10 o’clcck, when we were
abreaft the Cabras, then hal’d up N. N,
W. and N. W. till 12, at which time
it fell ftark calm, and continued fo till
noon this day. We were forc’d to go
away to leeward of the ifland, becaufe the

of 1he Obfervations and Winds.

winds here are between the S. and W.
S. W. conftantly, and the current fets
ftrong to the N, fo that there was no
plying againft wind and tide.

Sunday the 26th. Yefterday attwo in the
evening {prung up a fine breeze atS. S. W,
but foon veer’d to W. S. W, we keeping
up W.N. W. and N, W. the wind often
fhifting a point or two. At noon this day
the ifland of St. Thomas being in latitude
00° 10’ N. bore off us S. E. 1 E. diftant
14 leagues, from which take my depar-
ture for Barbadoes, we being then 27 miles
to the N. and 33 miles to the wett of it,
as appears by the following table, which
I have rather chofe to annex, fhewing
the courfe of our failing every day, than
write every 24 hours work down at large,
which had been tedious, fince nothing ex-
traordinary occurr’d to us in our voyage
but what I fhall briefly recount afterwards.

1694. &
Mont. Days. Courfe. Aal|N. s E. W Latitude. Winds.
Augup " 26{N. W. LW, 43| 27 33 |R. 00° 37 N. |SW.
27| W. LS, 6o 4 59 |R. oo 33 S.by W.
28|W. {8, 59 8 58 |R. oo 25 S.LW.
29|W.by S. 1S. | 74 18 71 |R. 0o o7 S. 2 E.
30| W. 71 71 S. by W.
31 76 76
Sept. 1lW, L S, 78 6 77 |R. oo o1 S.LW.
2|W. is. 48 7 47|R. 00 06 S.
3| W. byS. 54 10 53]R. oo 16 S. |S.
41W. 62 62 S. by W,
5 58 58
6 41 41 Various.
7 61 61 S.by W.
8|S. W. L W. 74 46 58|R. o1 o2 'IS. E. byS.
9|W.S. W. 18 45 108 [R. o1 47 S. E.
10 F14 43 1051R. 02 30
1| w. 122] 10 122} Ob.o2 20 S.S. E.
12 127| ro 127|Ob.o2 10
13 124 124 i
14| W. by S. 120 9 19 118IR. 02 29 S. E.
15| W, 113 113 E.S.E.
16 99 99
1I7|N. W. 84| 59 59|R. o1 30 S. E.
18|N. N. W, 106| 98 40|R. oo o8 N.
1I9[N. W. by N. |1s0]108 72 |R. o1 56
Correct by ob. 74 20|{Ob. § 10 ,
20|N. Wby W. [100]| 55 83|R. o4 o5 N. |S.E.byE.
21|N. W. 63| 45 45|0b. 5 oo N. |S.S. E.
22{N.W. L N, 95| 73 6o |R. 06 13 S. by E.
23|N. N. W. 90| 83 34 |R. o7 36 S.
24/N. W. L N, 118 90 75 | Ob. 20 S.
25| N. by E. 33| 32 6 R. 09 52 Various.
26(N. N.E. L E. | 16] 14 7 Ob. 10 o9 N. W.by W.
27/N. W. 1 30| 21 22|R. 10 30 Various.
28|N. by 1 W.|140]134 40|0Ob.12 45 S.W.
29|N. 1 E. 28| 27 2 Ob.13 12 Various.
30{N.by W. 9] 8 210b.13 20 Various.
Carryd over 15 2293

Crofs’d the
line to the
fouthward.

Crofv’d the
to the N.

Stormy.
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1694.. o ’
Mont. Days.|  Courfe. A' NS E W Latitude. Winds.
Ociober 1| Calm., R. 13° 20/ N.
2(Calm.
3| Calm.
4/S.by W. 1 W, | 38 36 9|Ob. 12 44 w.
5W, 15 15 'S. by W.
6| W, by N. 36 6 35/R. 12 50 'S, S.W.
7IN.W.by W. | 8r' 45 67/R. 13 35 S. W.
8|N.W.byW.LW.| 64 30 56|0b. 14. ©3 S. W.by W.
9|N. W, 29 20 20|Ob. 14 24 Various.
10'W. N. W. 12; 4 11|R. 14 28
11|'W. 50 50 N. E.
12 42 42|Ob. 14 16 E.N.E.
13 78 78|Ob. 14 20 S.E.
14 72 72 E.
15 70 70 E.N. E.
16 59 59|Ob. 14 5  |E.
17 56 56 E.N. E.
18 48 48]Ob. 13 50
19 12 12
20 30 30 S. E.
21| W. by S. 78 15 76]Ob. 13 34 E. by N.
22 104 20 102|Ob. 13 12 N. E.
23| W. 78 78|Ob. 13 14 N. N.E.
24 66 66|0b. 13 17 E. N. E.
25| W. LS. 93 9 92|/Ob. 13 7
26| W. 124 124 N.E.
27 60! 60|Ob. 13 Various
28| W. I N. 76, 7 75/0b. 13 8
29| W. 1 N. 82! 4 81|Ob. 13 12 N. E.
30| W, 8o 80|Ob. 13 15 'N. N. E.
31| W. by S. 70 13 68(Ob. 13 5 E. by N.
Novemb. 1\ W. 68 68|Ob. 13 2
2 52 52|0b. 13 15 E.
3| W.S. W, 28 10 25|Ob. 13 4
4/ W.by N. 21| 4 20 13 8
l 1797 l
Brought over from the other fide 15 2293
4090
Eafting deduéted is 15
Total wefting made to Barbadoes is 4075 |miles, 67° 54’, or leagues 1358.

This TABLEL isfo plain, that it needs no illuftrating ; only, that in the column of latitude,
where R. is againft the latitude, ’tis meant latitude by dead reckoning; and where Ob. is againft
the latitude, ’tis meant latitude by obfervation.

I fhall now proceed to recount what extraordinarily occurr’d to us in our voyage, exclufive of

the courfe of failing, &, fupply’d by the above table ; beginning where we left off, wviz.

From Sunday the 26th of Auguff we
us’d all our diligence to get to the fouth-

ward of the equator, for the fteady S. E.

winds that conftantly blow that fide, but
were fo held by the nofe with S. S. W,
and S. W. winds, that we could not crofs
the line till Sunday the 2d of September,
having then made W. departure from the
ifland of St. Thomas 492 miles, or leagues
164.

We continued creeping to the fouth-
ward for frether gales till Monday the

1oth, when I found we were in latitude
2° 30’ fouth, having a brave fliff gale at
S.E. and S.S. E. fmooth water, and clear
weather, but felt it very cold, confider-
ing where we were. I obferv’d, that
the more we went to the fouthward, the
ftronger we had the winds, and the more
they veer’d to the eaftward ; but efteem-
ing our felves foutherly enough, and hav-
ing as much wind, and as fair as we did
dc%rc, we fteer’d away W, keeping about
the fame latitude, with the winds always

be-
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between the S. by E. and E. by S. till
Sunday the 16th, when judging that we
had run a fufficient diftance weft to the
fouthward of the line, we alter’d our
courfe to N. W.and N. N. W. to crofs it
again to the northward; which we did
upon the 18th, finding our felves at noon
that day by our obfervation in 0o° 8/ north
latitude, having then made meridian di-
ftance in all from the ifland of St. Thomas
to the weftward 30° 40/, or leagues 613,
of which we ran 449 leagues, or twenty-
two degrees and an half, on the fouth
fide of the line.

We now made it our care to get to the
N. for the other trade-wind, keeping our
courfe N. N. W.and N. W. having our old
wind flill attending us ar 8. S. E.and S. E.
but blowing fainter every day till Mon-
day the 24th, when we being in latitude
9° 20’ N. it took its final leave of us,
having then made wefting in all from St.
Thomas 37° ¢’y or leagues 743. The
winds came about to W. N. W. and W.
with many fhowers of rain, and dirty
fqually weather ; from which time we
had faint whifling various winds, and
tedious troublefome calms, till the 4th of
October, being in 12° 44/ north latitude,
it fettled at W.and S. W. with dirty
flormy weather ; thercfore being appre-
henfive of a long paffage, I put our men
to fhort allowance of provifions, and to
two quarts of water a man per day, beil-
ing our provifions in falt water. -

We continued perplexed with calms
(in which the heats were moft intenfe and
unfupportable) fmall gales, between the
W.and S. W. till the eleventh, we were
in 14° 28/, being then to the W. of St,
Thomas 42° 21/, or leagues 847, much
admiring that we did not fall in with the
N. E. trade wind, being we were fo far
north ; but that evening fprung up a
fmall gale at N. E. which continued
fhuffling between the N. E. and S. E,
blowing gently till the 20th, when it be-
gan to frefhen, eontinuing between the
aforefaid points, we fteering W. by S.

-and W. for Barbadocs, and keeping as

near as we could in 13° 12/ N, the al-
lowed latitude of that ifland, till the 4th
of November at noon we difcried it, bear-
ing off us W, by N.diftant 7 leagues,
I had then very good obfervation in 13°
4’ N. fo that I make the ifland to lie in
13° 8/, and 68° 49’ meridian diftance
well of St. Thomas: and whatever fome
pretend, that ’tis but 6o or 62 degrees
weft longitude from Cape Lopus, 1 muft
beg their excufe, if I believe they are
miftaken, notwithftanding their pofitive-
nefs and magifterialnefs in afferting it;
for I am fure we kept our reckoning with

all the care and art that navigation could
furnifth us with. Wedtood in till 4, when
being within 3 leagues of the ifland, we
laid the fhip’s head off, and lay by.till
morning, when we fil’d our fails, and
bore away along the ifland for Car/ifle bay.
About 5 in the evening we got about
Necdbam’s point, and foon let go our
anchor in 20 fathom water, having not
time to birth our felves that night; but
next morning we warp’d into 8 fathom,
and moor’d our fhip fecure 3 for which
mercy God be prais’d.

We fpent in our paflage from St. Tho-
mas to Barbadoes two months eleven days,
from the 25th of Auguft to the 4th of
November following : in which time there
happen’d fuch ficknefs and mortality
among my poor men and negroes, that

of the firft we buried 14, and of the laft 4 farat
320, which wasa great detriment to our #/eafe.

voyage, the royal African company lo-
fing ten pounds by every flave that died,
and the owners of the fhip ten pounds
ten fhillings, being the freight agreed on
to be paid them by the charter-party for
every negroe deliver’d alive afhore to the
African company’s agents at Barbadoes 5
whereby the lofs in all amounted to near
6560 pounds fterling The diftemper
whichmy men as well as the blacks moitly
died of, was the white flux, which was
fo violent and inveterate, that no medi-
cine would in the leaft check it; fo that
when any of our men were feiz’d with it,
we efteem’d him a dead man, as he ge-
nerally proved. I cannot imagine what
thould caufe it in them fo fuddenly, they
being free from it till about a week after
we left the ifland of St. Thomas. And
next to the malignity of the climate, I
can attribute it to nothing ¢lfe but the
unpurg’d black fugar, and raw unwhole-
fome rum they bought there, of which
they drank-in punch to great excefs, and
which it was notin my power to hinder,
having chaftis’d feveral of them, and
flung over-board what rum and fugar I
could find; and was forc’d to clap one
Lord, our trumpeter, in irons, for his
being the promoter of their unfeafonable
caroufing bouts, and going in one of his
drunken fits with his knife to kill the
boatfwain in his bed, and committing
other enormitics: but tho’ he remained
upon the poop day and night in irons for
two months, without any other fhelter
than the canopy of heaven, he was never
troubled with any ficknels, but made
good the proverk, That naught’s never in
danger, or that be who is born to be-bang'd,
&c. 1 have given fome account of him
elfewhere, therefore fhall fay no more

here.
The
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his maft, and was forced to put back for Puiirs.
thisifland to refit.
. Novemb.
I fhall pretend to give no account of ™ 4
thisifland, which is fo well known, being Barbadocs.

The negroes are fo incident to the
fmall-pox, that few fhips that carry them
efcape without it, and fometimes it makes
vaft havock and deftru¢tion among them:

A bur-
vicane.

but tho’ we had 100 at a time fick of it,
and that it went thro’ the fhip, yet we
loft not above a dozen by it. All the
affiftance we gave the difeafed was only
as much water as they defir’d to drink,
and fome palm-oil to anoint their fores,
and they would generally recover with-
out any other helps but what kind nature
gave them.

One thing is very furprizing in this
diftemper among the blacks, that tho’ it
immediately infects thofe of their own
colour, yet it will never feize a white
man; for I had feveral white men and
boys aboard that had never had that dif-
temper, and were conftantly among the
blacks that were fick of it, yetr none of
them in the leaft catch’d it, tho’ it be
the very fame malady in its effeéts, as
well as fymptoms, among the blacks, as
among us in England, beginning with the
pain in the head, back, fhivering, vo-
miting, fever, {Jc. But what the fmall-
pox fpar’d, the flux fwept off, to our
great regret, after all our pains and care
to give them their mefles in due order
and feafon, keeping their lodgings as
clean and fweet as poffible, and enduring
fo much mifery and ftench fo long among
a parcel of creatures naftier than fwine;
and after all our expectations to be de-
feated by their mortality. No gold-finders
can endure fo much noifome flavery as
they do who carry negroes; for thofe
have fome refpite and fatisfaction, but
we endure twice the mifery ; and yet by
their mortality our voyages are ruin’d,
and we pine and fret our felves to death,
to think that we fhould undergo fo much
mifery, and take fo much pains to fo
little purpofe.

I deliver’d alive at Barbadses to the
company’s fators 372, which being fold,
came out at about nineteen pounds per
head one with another.

About three weeks ere I arriv’d at
Barbadoes there happen’d a very fevere
hurricane, which had put moft of the
thips in the road athore, of which I faw
about 8 or g beat to pieces among the
rocks. The Briffol man of war captain
Gurney flipt his cables, and got out to
fea ere the violence of it came, and re-
turn’d after it was over. The Play-Prize,
captain Bowls, with two or three more

_ thips, rid itout; and the Tiger captain

Sherman, who had parted hence with col.

Kendal, the late governor, for Eugland,

met with fuch violent ftorms, that he loft
VoL, VL

onc of our own plantations, but only ob-
ferve, that tho’ it be a pretty pleafant
fpot, and inhabited by a great many wor-
thy hofpitable gentlemen, yet it was it’s

fate now to be violently infeéted with the

plague, fo thatin the late war it proved
a perfe¢t grave to moft that came there,
all new-comers being generally feiz’d with
the peftilenee ; of which very few recover’d.
Capt. Thomas Sherman, in his majefty’s
thip Tiger, intwo years that he lay there,
bury’d out of her 600 men, as he told me,
tho’ his complement was but 220, but
ftill prefling new out of the merchant
fhips that came in, to recruit his number
in the room of thofe that died daily. I
loft about 18 of my men by it, and, in
truth, did not expeét to eicape myiclf,
and therefore was fo indiilercnt, that there
was not a friend or acquaintance of, mine
feiz’d with the diftemper, but I fre¢ly and
frequzntly went to vifit him, which podjbly
was the reafon that I efcaped it, by having
accuftom’d myfelf to the town, and moft
infeétious air, from the beginning, which
I did by advice of the ever honoured and
worthy Col. Kendal; to whofe kindnefs
and affe@®ion I was beholden for a great
many benefits and good offices here (being
myfclf a ftranger to the ifland,) while
thofe that kept in the country, in better
air, for fear of it, were commonly infected
when they came on any bufinefs to town,
Here died about 20 mafters of fhips du-
ring my ftay here 3 of which number were
poor Capt. Gurney and Bowls, that com-
manded his majefty’s thips Briffel and
Play-prize. I waslodg’d in Bridgtown, at
the houfe of Mr. William Shaller, from
whom I receiv’d a great deal of civility
and affiftance in my bufinefs, upon the
account and recommendation ot my honeft
old friend, Mr. Roger Shaller of London,

‘his brother ; and indeed I receiv’d a great

deal of refpect and kind treatment trom
all the honeft gentlemen in the ifland, who
are very generous, and for whom I fhall

ever entertainan honourable eftcem.
Having got aboard near 700 hogfheads
of fugars, at nine and ten fhillings per hun-
dred freight for Mufcovadoes, and 11 for
Clay'd; fome cotton at 2 d. per [b. and ginger
at 8 5. per cent. we gotall clear to fail againft
the 2d of April, the Tiger man of war be-
England, and to take under her convoy
fuch fhips as were ready to fail at that time,
of which there were fmall and great about
30, 7 of which were merchant-men of 28
Ppp guns

Plague.

ing then ready to carry Col. Kendal to ‘



233

A Journal of a V' angé, 10

Purcuies.  guns and upwards each, and were order’d

Ys

1694.

by Capt. Sherman to make the line of bat-
tle, in cafe we met an enemy, he being
pleas’d to appoint me, in the Hannibal, to
lead on the ftarboard tack, and Capt.
Buttrom, in the Faulkenberg, on the lar-
board tack, in cafe of engaging, while
himfelf kept the centre; and the other
thips of the line were difpos’d for feconds.
Col. Kendalhaving difengaged himfelf from
the multitude of gentlemen that came to
attend him, and wifh him a good voyage,
the 2d of April in the evening got aboard
the Tiger, with adifcharge of all the can-
non round the town; and the 3d in the
evening we fet fail for England, with the
Chefter man of war in our company, which
Col. Cothrington, the general of the lee-
ward iflands, had fent from Antigua vo Bar-
badoes, to ftrengthen our convoy, till we
were paft Difeada, upon advice he had re-
ceiv’d, that there was a fquadron of French
men of war from Martinico, waiting for us
thereabouts.

Wh2dnifday the 3d.  Yefterday about 4
in th=tvening we got under fail, and ftood
out of Carlifle bay, and then laid our fore-
top-fail to the maft, and drove to leeward
to wait for thereft of the flecet: At feven
were abreaft thehole. 'We had great pop-
ling fea, but little wind at night, till this
day at noon.

Thurfday the 4th. From noon yefterday
we had but little wind till fix in theeven-
ing, at which time had afmall gale at k.
the ifland of Barbadoes thenbearing S. S. K.
diftant feven leagues.

From Thur/day the 4th, until Sunday the
7th, the Chefler kept us compuany, when
clteeming ourfelves clear of all danger,
the ftood away for Antigua. We have had
the winds at E. and E. by N. lying up
N. N. E. and N. by E. until Friday the
12th of April, the wind veer’dto S. E. by
E. and S.E. fine gales; and Monday the
15th toS. S.S. W. and S. W. we fteer-
ing N.N.E. and N. E. by N. with good
weather, till Thurfday the 18th. At noon
we were in latitude 29° 24’ N. having then
made from Barbadoes 8o miles eafting, the
fea being cover’d over with a yellowifh fort
of weed, like rufhes, drove from the
gulph of Florida with the violent current
there. '

Friday the 19th. In the morning *twas
my unhappinefs to be feized with violent
convulfions in my head, together with a
vertigo, fo that I could not ftafid, and
all things Ilook’d on turn’d round ; the
vertigo was much allay’d foon,but the con-
vulfions continued fo fevere upon me, that
I was forced for moft part to keep my bed,
till we made the ifland of Sci/ly, which
was upon the 22d of May, in which time

the hearing of my left ear was much im-
pair’d, I having loft the hearing of my
right ear upon the coaft of Guiney, by a
former fit: And now having none to look
after me, (my dotor having died of the
plague in Barbadoes) my deatnefs increas’d
daily. There was nothing remarkable in
our paflage, but the death of madam
North, Col. Ruffel’s daughter-in-law 3 and
the misfortune befell one of my cabbin
boys, who playing with the tiger in his
cage, with his hand, a long time without
any ofience; at length he fcratch’d his
hand againit the point of a nail, fo that it
bled a lictle; as foon as the tiger faw the
blood, he feiz’d upon his hand, andin an
inftant tore it to pieces, almoft as far as
the wrift ere we could difengage him, the
ends of the nerves and torn finews hang-
ing about like ftrings, moft difmal to be-
hold. Ifired a gun for the man of warto
lie by, and fent for his furgeon, who
drefs’d it, till with a north-eaft wind we
putinto Falmouth, on the 24th of May,
where I left him athore with the beft fur-
geon in the town for cure, and parted
thence the 28th, with the wind at N. W.
but coming out of the harbour, my mate
run the fhip aground, asan earncft or omen
of what follow’d after. 'With the affiftance
of my friend Capt. Sherman’s boat, the was -
foon got afloat again, withoutany damage,
and join’d the reft of the fleet. The 29thin
the morning we were off of P/ymouth found,
and in the evening that day off the Sart,
we join’d the homeward bound Bilboa flect,
under convoy of Capt. Highs, in the Ro-
chefter, and Capt. Guyin the Crown men
of war, with whom we continu’d till we
came to the eaft of Beachybead, when the
wind takingusthortat E.N. E. we thought
to tide it into the Downs; accordingly the

firft of Fune, plying to windward with the june.

tide of flood, and my mate, who was
drunk, ftanding with the fhip off fhore,
and Capt. Gillum, a New England man, of
28 guns, ftandingin, the two fhips draw-
ing nigh, and both, thro’ obftinacy and
folly, refufing tobear up, or tack in time,
they run aboard each other, our ftemlings
in her midfhips, and beat her fide in fo,
that he was forc’d to bring his fhip upon
the heel with his guns, to keep her from
finking, but he carry’d away our fhip’s
head and boltfprit, foremaft and foretop-
maft, funk our three boats that were a-
ftern, and had not the Hannibal been a
ftrong well-built old fhip, *twas enough to
have funk her too: I wasin my bedextreme-
ly fick, and knew nothing of the acci-
dent, till my fteward came running into
my round-houfe, with his hands lifted up,
tears in his eyes, and terror and confufion
in his face : I could not hcar what he faid,

nor
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to fend down a commander, mate, and Puiries.

nor imagine what was the matter, but full
of confternation, twenty milchicfs pre-
fented themfelves to my thoughts at once,
as fire, running aground, the enemy,
foundring, €9c. but getting out of bed as
faft as 1 could, and crawling to the cuddy
door, I faw the fad difafter, and the poor
thip like a wreck floating in the fea, with
her maft and rigging dangling about her
cars. I caus’d them immediately to make
a wefl with our enfign, and fire guns for
help; and the Rochejier and Crown men of
war very kindly bore down tous,and my old
acquaintance Capt. Guy (who had formerly
been lieutenant of the Hannibal, when fhe
was employ’d as a 4th rate in his majefty’s
fervice) took the end of our ftream-cable
into his gun-room-port, and tow’d us after
him for Spithead, where all the fhips were
now crouding for, the wind being contrary,
and lookinglike dirty weather: He likewife
fent his licutenant, boatfwain, and 3o0able
feamen to help right up my thip, and fix
fome jury mafts; we were forced to cut
away and loofe our boats, and moft of our
broken mafts and rigging, my old drunken
beatt of a mate Robfon, that was the occa-
fion of it, lying dcad drunk afleep upon the
forecaftle, while oursand the men of wars
men got down the maintop-maft, ard fit-
ted him for a jury foremaft, and the main-
top-gallant-matft for a foretop-maft, mak-
ing a boltfprit of an old boom we had;
we fet our mainfail, and with that and
our fmall fails afore, together with the
Crown’s tugging of us, we got fafe to
Spithead, wnere all the reft of the fhips
were come before.

This laft unexpeéted accident, fo near
home, did fo grieve and afflict me, that
my convulfions grew more violent than
ever, whereby before we reach’d Spithead,
my hearing was quite gone: When our
thip was anchor’d, I fent an account to Sir
Jeffrey Feffreys, and other owners, of our
difafter, and of the fhip’s and my own
condition, requefting they would pleafe

boatfwain, totake care of their fhip,
refit her for her paflage to London, 1being
render’d incapable to do it, thro® my
deafnefs and indifpofition, and had dif-
charg’d my mate as foon as we came to
Spithead.  Accordingly Capt. Fobn Here-
ford was difpatch’d with proper officers
down to Portfmouth; to whom by my
owners direction I refign’d the command
of their fhip; and after having deliver’d
two chefts of gold I had aboard, to the
royal African company’s fervants, who
came with a guard for it, I went along
with them in the coach up for London, in
order to recover my health and hearing,
having taken fome phyfick and let blood
in thearm and forchead, for my giddinefs
at Portfinouth.

When I came to Lozdon, thro’ the kind-
nefs and good-will of my friends and ac-
quaintance, who were forry to fce me re-
turn in that condition, I was advifed to a
great many applauded phyficians, who all
pretended they would cure my deafnefs:
I went under the care of feveral of them,
who were the moft celebrated in that fa-
mous city , by whofe orders I was tor-
mented by the apothecaries, with dofes of
nafty phyfick every day, for four or five
months time, and butcher’d by the fur-
geons with blifters, iflues, fetons, &e.
and fpent about 100 guincas among them,
without receiving a tarthing benefit; where-
fore I did conceive it more prudence to bear
my deafnefs as contentedly as I could, than
any longer toundergo fo much mifery and
charge, to no purpofe ;3 accordingly I
fthook hands with the dottors, and being
render’d unfit for my employment, by my
deafnefs, I fettled my affairs in London,
took my leave of it, and came down to
Wales, among my relations in Brecknock,
my native town, there to {pend the reft of
my life as eafily as I can, under my hard
misfortune,
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