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V

A DESCRIPTION OF THE KINGDOM OF TONQUEEN.
By S. BARON , a Native thereof *.

CHAP . I. — Taverniere 's Account of Tonqueen animadverted on.

T HE kingdom of Tonqueen has been difcovered by the Portuguefe aboveahundred
and twenty years fince, and the relations that Padre Martin and Alexander de Rodes,

both jefuits, give of it, is in general more true than this of Taverniere ; for what
contradictions we find in them may be imputed to the alteration of things by mutationof time. 6 ;

Taverniere talks of eleven or twelve voyages his brother made to Tonqueen , from
Achien , Batavia and Bantam ; on the confidence of whofe relation , together with
what he enquired of the bonzes , or priefts, that came while he was ’at Bantam he
has compiled his hiftory , as fabulous and full of grofs abfurdities as lines. ’

For firft, the Tonqueenefe have no bonzes or priefts, however they came to Bantam
and Batavia ; and then he faith, when the Tonqueenefe make voyages they take their
wives and families with them ; I fuppofe he means thofe voyages they make on the
river of Tonqueen , from one village to an other , but for foreign voyages, they are
altogether unacquainted with them , unlefs it be fome few of the poorer fort that go
to attend ftrangers , or are forced otherwife for a livelihood. He notes how the
Tonqueenefe were ravilhed with admiration , when he Ihewed them his Atlas and
fome particular maps about the compofure and ftructure of the whole world and" its
feveral kingdoms and Hates, which they heeded as much as.a world in the moon. ’Neither
can I hear of a Taverniere that has made eleven or twelve voyages to Tonqueen on his
own account : only thus much I have heard , that there has been one Taverniere a
purfer in the Dutch fervice, and once in Tonqueen . ’

He commends his brother for a perfon of courage and cunning , howjuftly I cannot
tell ; but this I am fure , he has ufed but little cordiality, and lefs fincerity, notwith-
ftanding all his proteftations , in his account of Tonqueen : he magnifies the great
fums of money his brother always carried with him, when he went on that voyage,
but it is too well known what a purfer in the Dutch fervice can do, and what they are
allowed to do ; hindering fo ftri&ly the private trade . ’ 3

He talks of a large prefent he gave die King and Prince , together with his favourable
reception and familiar converfation with them ; if this be true , I fay the Tonqueenefe
are much degenerated ; yet it cannot be denied, that ftrangers at their firft entrance
into this country , had, in many refpects, better ufage than at prefent } but not fo as

* Churchill’s Col. Vol. vi,
to
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to permit themfelves to play with a foreigner the good companion : at this time theykeep their diftance to all flrangers , making but fmall account of them. To kifs theKing’s hand is not the Tonqueen mode, much lefs permitted to flrangers : and whenhe fpoke the Malayan language fo fluently, he might as well have fpoken French tothem , that underftood not a word of either . When he played amongft thofe lords,I wonder what game it was that he loft fo many thoufand crowns at, as he mentions;but it is mod to be admired, that a calf and two jars of Tonqueen arrack , the ufuallargefs and liberality of this King, ( water diftiiled out of rice) fhould fupply his greatIoffes. He farther tells you, that by the great familiarity his brother had at court,and by the frequent difcourfes he had with a great many Tonqueenefes , (who neverflir, out of the country , however he met them at Bantam and Batavia) "he laid thefoundation of his work , which is both faithful and exa£t. Furthermore he faith, noother confideration than the fpeaking of truth has invited him to undertake this re¬lation, all which being notorious contradictions and falfe tales, fhame indeed the authorthe more.

Our author , as all other Europeans , terms and intitles the general of C'hova, King,becaufe he difpofes of the kingdom at his pleafure, receiving all foreign ambafladors,except that of China. However this is a miftake, for they have their King or Bova,though he fignifies no more than a cypher , as will be noted in feveral places of thisrelation.
He not only vaunts of his cuts, which he fays were drawn on the place, and willcontribute much to the divertifement of the reader , but alfo praifes for its exadnefsthe map which he gives of the country ; than which nothing can be more falfe, forcompare it with our fea draughts , it will plainly appear what it is : but as fabulousftories and fictions, invented at pleafure, are pleafing only to the ignorant , fo it isrood certain, the ingenious reader will blame him for promifing fo much, and ufingfo little probity in his hiftory.

CHAP . II . — Of the Situation and Extent of Tonqueen.
WE have no more reafon to admire why our predeceffors had no earlier know¬ledge of this kingdom than they had of that of China, becaufe its difcovery was forae-thing pofterior to that ; for the Portuguefe had no fooner difcovered the laft, "but theyfent out fhips to vifit this alfo.
It is true , this kingdom was a province of China formerly , and pays tribute ftillto that Emperor : but that was not the reafon why we had no fooner knowledgethereof , confidering thefe people have been governed by their native Princes forabove thefe four hundred years without interruption , which was long before the Por¬tuguefe came to make their difcoveries in India. The true reafon feems to be, thatthe people did never ffir abroad, nor do yet, for commerce or other a'ffociation.; andthey fomewhat affect in this the Chinefe vanity, thinking all other people to be bar¬barous , imitating their government , learning, characters , Ac . yet hate their perfons.I do not know why Taverniere faith molt people Ihould believe this country to bein a very hot climate, confidering it is fituated under the tropic, and fome part of itmore to the northward ; neverthelefs he affirms it to be very temperate, by reafon ofthe great numbers of rivers (and altogether free from thofe fluid hills, and barrenmountains , that caufe fuch heat in Gomroaroan, and other places in the gulph of Perfia)that water if, together with,the rain that falls in its .feafon; whereas the truth thereofis, that the rains, indeed, generally fall in the months of May, June , July , andvol. ix . 4 * Auguftj
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Auguft , and fomethnes fooner, which moiften the ground , but caufe no frefh breezes
at all ; on the contrary , the faid two months of July and Auguft make the weather
here unfufferably hot. Doubtlefs the country would be plentiful in fruits, were there
not fo many inhabitants, who living by rice chiefly, find therefore the greater necefiity
to cultivate what ground they have with that grain , not neglecting the leaft fpot.

To the north -eaft of this kingdom lies the province of Canton ; to the weft it is
bounded by the kingdoms of Laos and the Bowes ; to the north it borders on two
other provinces of China, Junam and Quanci, or Ai ; to the fouth and fouth-eaft on
Cochin-China. The climate is temperate and wholefome from September till March,
fometimes very cold in January and February ; though froft and fnow are never feen
here : the months of April , May and June , are not fo healthful , both becaufe of the
rains and fogginefs of the air, and the fun’s coming to the zenith : but June , July , and
Auguft are exceflive hot months . The winds are here divided between the north and
the fouth for fix and fix months ; the country is delightful from May till Auguft , the
trees being then in their verdure , and the fields all covered with paddy, very pleafant
to the beholders.

The great winds that are called amongft our feamen the hurricanes , and known
here by the name of Tanffoons, reign on this and the adjacent coafts, and the feas
thereof are very terrible , but the time of their coming is very uncertain , fometimes
once in five or fix years, and fometimes in eight or nine ; and though this wind is
not known in other oriental feas by that name, and with that exceflive violence, yet
that which is called the Elephant in the bay of Bengal, and the coaft of Coromandel,
is not much inferior to this ; and the fad effects thereof are but too often experienced
by the feamen. I cannot find an aftronomer in alITonqueen,to alk from whence thefe
winds Ihould proceed, fo I cannot affirm that they are caufed by the exhalations of the
mines of Japan.

As for the extent of the country , which he makes equal to that of France , it is a
grofs miftake, for this kingdom is reckoned by men experienced , not to be much
bigger than Portugal ; but may be thought to contain four times the number of inha¬
bitants. Taverniere makes its limits unknown , forgetting that he had fo lately de-
fcribed the borders and extent thereof.

As for iflands belonging to this kingdom , there are feveral in the bay of Tonqueen,
the chief whereof is called by the natives Twon Bene, and by the Dutch Rovers lfland.
It is fituated in the latitude of 19 degrees 15 minutes north ; is long one and a half,
and broad half a league at moll , the better part high land, and diftant from the main
one league, between which and the main fea fhips may pafs, as the Dutch did formerly,
but the navigator mult obferve to keep the ifland fide aboard, within a mulket fliot;
where you will find fix, feven, and feven and a half fathoms, ouzy ground . On the
fame fide of the ifland, which is its weft part , are two fmall bays, the northernmoft
has a fmall pearl bank, but not rich ; yet none dare to fifh here without the King’s
fpecial grant . In both the bays there is fweet water, which we found to be exceeding
good, and efteemed the bell we tailed there . At the fouth-weft point of this ifland
is a ridge of rocks, extending from the faid point one hundred paces into the fea,
and may be difcovered at half ebb, by the breach thereon ; for the reft, a clear
coaft.

Towards the north -weft, is a fair bay, three fathoms and a half, and four fathom
water, clay ground ; here refort many filhing boats, befides what appertain to this
village, whofe inhabitants I compute between three or four hundred perfons, moft
filhermen.

In
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In this ifland is the watch-houfe general , which is a place of the greateft profit in
the kingdom of Tonqueen : for all trading boats, either to the province of Tingway
or Guian , or from thence to the north , muft flop here and pay cuftom, viz. for a
large boat about the value of a dollar and a half, with fome prefentS for the waiters,
the reft proportionable ; fo that the cuftoms of this place cannot yield lefs than a mil¬
lion of dollars per annum.

As for the ground , it is ftony and mountainous, therefore not proper to manure ;
cattle we faw but few, though the inhabitants told us of many antelopes that fneltered
amongft the rocks and fhrubs of the mountains, fo that rice and other provifions for
fuftenance, are brought hither from the adjacent fhore. Some good regulations
would make this place plentiful , and with fmall expence this port might be made a
good one.

For cities and towns, excepting that of Ca-cho, there are not above two or three
in the whole kingdom of any note. As for aldeas or villages, queftionlefs the num¬
ber is great , and more than I can exactly affirm, or any man elfe that hath not made
it his bufinefs to inquire after them ; neither is it an eafy matter to find the truth
thereof : the city of Ca-cho is the metropolis of Tonqueen , lieth in the latitude 21 de¬
grees north , about forty leagues from the fed, and may, for its capacioufnefs, be com¬
pared with many cities in Alia , and fuperior to moll for populoufnefs, efpecially on
the iff; and 15th of their new moon, being their market days, or grand bazar;
when the people from the adjacent villages flock thither with their trade, in fuch
numbers as is almoft incredible ; feveral of the ftreets , though broad and fpacious,
are then fo crowded that one finds enough to do if he can fometimes advance
through the multitude a hundred paces in half an hour . Every different commodity
fold in this city is appointed to a particular ftreet , and thefe ftreets again allotted to
one, two, or more villages ; the inhabitants whereof are only privileged to keep fhops
in them , much in the nature of the feveral companies or corporations in European
cities. The courts of the King, General , Princes , &c. grandesa and high courts of
juftice , are kept here , of which I can only fay they Hand on large trafts of ground : the
principal ftrufture makes but a mean appearance, being built of wood, the reft of
their houfes of bamboos and clay, not well compared ; few of brick , except the fac¬
tories of ftrangers , which outvie the reft . Stupendous , indeed, are the triple walls of
the old city and palace ; for by the ruins they appear to have been ftrong fabrics
with noble large gates, paved with a kind of marble ; the palace to have been about
fix or feven miles in circumference ; its gates, courts , apartments , &c. teftify amply
its former pomp and glory . In this city is likewife quartered a formidable militia, to be
ready on all occafions ; and here alfo Hands the King’s arfenal or magazine for war,
feated on the bank of the river , near a fandy ifland, on which the Thecadaw is kept,
as hereafter will be mentioned . This river is called by the natives Songkoy , or the
head river ; it rifes in China, and after it has rolled many hundred leagues, it pafles
here and difgorgelh itfelf in the bay of Aynam , by eight or nine mouths, moft of
them navigable for veffels of fmall draught . This river is exceeding commodious
for the city, fince all forts of merchandize are brought hither as to the epitome of the
kingdom , by an infinite number of boats trading up and down the country ; yet they
have their houfes in their refpe&ive aldeas, and do not live altogether in their boats,
as Taverniere reports , but when they are voyaging.

4-p 2 CHAP.



66  o baron ’s description op

CHAP . III. — Of the Nature and Productions of the Kingdom of Tonqueen.
THIS country is for the molt part low and flat, not unlike the United Provinces,

efpecially for its moats and banks. The hills make the frontiers towards the north-
well: and fouth : it is watered by one lpecial river , which difgorgeth itfelf into the fea
by many branches , mo ft of them navigable for fitips of mean burthen . Thefe rivers
fwarm with boats and large barks , which make it very commodious for traders : in¬
deed in this country grows neither corn nor wine, which is not occaftoned by the want
of rain, for both of them require rather dry than wet ground ; but by reafon the inha¬
bitants do not much care for them , as being ignorant of their goodnefs, and therefore
do not plant them. Rice indeed is the chief fuftenance of thefe people, and the
country produces fufficient quantities thereof ; and if this grain would have grown
only by the rains of the months of June and July, we fhould not have experienced the
fad effects of a molt dreadfid and calamitous famine, that fwept away fo many millions
of fouls in thefe two preceding years.

From the rice they diftil a liquor called arrack , but much inferior to aqua vitas.
Their ploughs , and the manner of ufing them, are much after the Chinefe falhiou
defcribed in the hiftory of China : the paddy they tread out with their feet, wherein
their practice has made them very expert.

The fruits are equally good in their kinds with thofe of other oriental countries, but
their oranges far exceed all that I have tafted. What Taverniere calls a palm tree is
indeed a cocoa nut ; the pulp within is white, and taftes fomething like an almond :
this fruit is fo plentiful in Siam, that they lade fhips with the oil that is made of the
faid pulp to fupply their neighbours , which is ufed to burn in lamps.

The liquor thereof is very cold and pleafant enough, but reckoned bad for the
nerves : queftionlefs it is the moft ufeful tree that is found in India, ferving for meat,
drink , cloathing, firing, building , &c.

The grava is a fruit much like his defcription, but he is mightily out in the effects
thereof ; for whether green or ripe it is always binding, but not ufually eaten green.

The papay is a fruit indeed refembling a melon, and fomewhat of the tafte, not
uppleafant.

The arreak , called by the Malays penang, grows ftraight upright , bearing no branch,
but at the top like a crown, the fruit of which is in bignefs like a large pigeon’s
egg, which moft Indians ufe to eat with the leaf called beetle by the Portuguefe , and
fera by the Malays. It is, good to fweeten the breath , fallen the teeth , and revive the
fpirits : in chewing, the juice thereof turns red ; it is fo much in ufe that they think
they do not make their friends welcome without prefenting them with a dilh of it.
The Tonqueenefes, Siamefes, Malays, and Javas had rather lofe a third of their diet
than be without it. They have a fig called by them hungs , in tafte fomething like a
carrot , but much more pleafant, not at all like our European figs.

The other fort, called bonana, or plantain, which he calls Adam’s figs, fome are
in length about a fpan, fome lefs.

The highways are here and there befet with trees and many Iheds, where they fell
tea and beetle, &c., very commodious for travellers ; and for thofe exceeding great
trees, that fiiade fo many thoufands of men, called the baman tree, I cannot contradict
him ; but what I have feen at Swallow, Mareene , at Surat , far exceed any of thofe
in bignefs..

9 la



the kingdom OP tonqueen. 66>r

In this country we have the fruit lechea, called bejay by the natives, in great plenty,
which indeed no where elfe comes to maturity but in the latitude from 20 to 30 degrees
north . It grows on high trees ; the leaves referable fomewhat the laurel ; the fruits,,
in clutters on the branches , (hew like fo many hearts, of the bignefs of a fmall hen
egg ; when ripe of a crimfon colour ; the fhell thin and rough , yet eafy to be pulled
oft' ; the kernel is full of a white juice. This fruit is of an excellent tafte, and molt
pleafant to the fight , but it does not laft above fo rty days in feafon : the time of its
maturity is April , about when the general will caufe his chiaop- or feal to be fixed on
molt trees of the beft lecheas in the country , belong they to whom they will, which
obliges the owner not only not to meddle with his own, but alfo to watch narrowly
that others do not touch them , which would be to his peril, fince it is ingrofled by the
court , who allow him nothing for his fruit or pains.

The fruit called jean, or lungung (that is, dragon ’s eggs, by the Chinefe), is very
plentiful here : the tree much as the former ; the kernel white, but exceeding lufcious ;
the fruit round , and lefs than a fmall plum ; the (kin not rough , of a pale olive
colour , and near to a withered leaf. This fruit , though it pleafes many of the Ton-
queenefes, yet it is reckoned hot and unwholefome. The feafon is May, and lafts till
July.

The na, or as the Portuguefe call it, annona pampelmoor , and two or three forts of
plums, with other kinds of Indian fruits (except durrions , which will only grow in-
hot countries, that is, from Siam towards the fouth, as Mallaya, Mallacam, Java, hz .\
are to be found here. But what exceeds all I have tatted in other parts of that kind
is the jaca, or myte, in Tonqueen : this is the largeft fruit I think in the world ;
and, becaule of its bignefs, provident nature has placed its growth on the ftock or
body of the tree ; not on the branches, left it fliould not be fufticient to bear the
burthen . The fkin, when green , is very hard, but ripe, of a yellow colour? and
eafy to be cut with a knife. There are feveral forts of them ; but that which eats
dryeft , without (ticking either to the fingers or lips, is the bett and pleafanteft.. The
greateft part are of a (limy fubftance, and, as it were, a yellow pap covers the nuts,
which lie in little holes. Some of the poorer people will boil or roaft the nuts and eat
them, which have a kind of tafte like our chefnuts, but are reckoned hurtful to the
lungs.

Taverniere tells a long ftory of the rare mice that are in this country of many forts,
yet I never was at a feaft of any, and therefore am no competent judge of their dainti-
nefs : I know the Portuguefe eat them phyfically in feveral diftempers.

The next thing to be taken notice of is a particular kind of birds’ nefts, which indeed
are in great efteem among the Indians, and kept at a great price, being taken as great
reftoratives, and by fome counted ftimulaters to venery ; but Taverniere faith they arenot to be found but in the four iflands of Cochin-China, A. B. C. D ., which I am fure
is a great miftake ; neither do I know thofe iflands, or of any birds’ nefts to be found,in Cochin-China. The birds which make thefe nefts are lefs than fwallows. As to
the form and figure of thefe birds’ nefts, they are much as he defcribes them, and the
greateft quantities of them come from Jehor , Reho , Pattany , and other Malayan.
countries ; but that they are, when boiled, of that exceeding fragrance and odorifer-
oufnefs as he pretends , is a fiction. Thefe nefts are laid to foak in warm water two
hours , then pulled out in firings , the fmaller the better , and fo dewed with hens,
pigeons, or any other flelh, with a little water in dewing they diffolve almoft to a jelly,without either tafte or fmell.

And
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And as M. Taverniere is very erroneous in his map, fo I do not know, nor have 1

heard of thofe iflands x, 2, 3, 4, and 5, that afford, as he fays, fuch infinite num¬

bers of tortoifes. The goodnefe of the faid turtles is fufficiently known to our Englifh

feamen in their homeward -bound voyages ; but that the Tonqueenefe or Cochin-

Chinefe do not believe that they have entertained their friends at a banquet as they

ought till the tortoife is brought in is altogether fabulous ; for when we were at the

ifland Tevan Bene, or , according to the Dutch , Rover ’s Bland, a tortoife of about

twenty pounds weight was brought to the cuftom-houfe, where I lodged, to be fold,

and the Tonqueenefe not caring to buy it, I had it for a fmall matter . Moreover,

coming from Siam I touched at Pulo Ubi , where my mariners took five or fix very

large tortoifes, and brought them on board , but the Tonqueenefe feamen that were

with me (who were compelled to take up that employ becaufe of the great famine that

ravaged their country ) would not touch them ; neither do I know, as he afferts, that

any of thofe tortoifes are wont to be pickled by either of thefe two nations, or that

there is any commerce carried on therewith amongft them ; therefore I wonder how

M. Taverniere could dream of a war between them, merely on account of catching them.

Tonqueen affords no great ftore of ananas, or pine-apples. The citrons he men¬

tions are not altogether fo large as thofe of Europe , which look green before they are

ripe, and being mature look yellow.
They make good ftore of filks in the kingdom of Tonqueen , of which both rich

and poor make theipfelves garments , fince they can purchafe them as cheap almoft as
outkndilh callicoes.

As for fweet-fmelling flowers, though I do not profefs myfelf a florift, yet I know

above two forts in Tonqueen ; but what he calls the bayne I cannot l'mell out : for,

fir ft, there is a beautiful rofe, of a white colour mixed with purple , and another of

almoft the fame kind, red and yellow ; it grows on a bulh without prickles or thorns,
but has no fcent.

The flower, that is nothing elfe but a bud , and refembles a caper, but much leffer,

fmells as fragrant and odoriferous as any flower I know, and will retain the fcent above

a fortnight though off the tree : the ladies of the court ufe it amongft their wearing

apparel.
The Indian lily grows here as in feveral other parts of India ; the fhape fomewhat

refembles the European lily, but is a great deal lefs ; it grows on a pretty high tree,

is of a white colour , and yields a good fcent, though a little faintlfh-
Here is a fmall flower, fnow white, in fcent like jeffamine, but more vigorous ; it

grows on a low tree, or rather fhrub. In Perfia there are fuch great quantities of it,

that they load whole fliips with the water diftilled from it. Thefe flowers being of no

great efteem among the natives I fhall pafs them by.
Here are great plenty of fugar-canes, but they have no great Ikill to refine the fugar

they make from them ; however, they do it after their manner , and ufe it, but not

after meals, as Taverniere faith, for conco&ion.
Tigers and harts are here, but not many : apes in great plenty : of cows, hogs, hens,

ducks , geefe, &c. there is no want. Their horfes are fmall, but very mettlefome and

lively ; and were it not that they are fo feldom rode, and kept too tender , they might

be of good ufe and fit for fervice.
Their elephants are all trained up for war, and are not of that prodigious bignefs

he would make one believe, for I have feen larger in Siam ; neither are they nimbler

than other elephants that are taught to lie down for the rider to mount.
They
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They have many cats, but no great moufers, which defed is pretty well fupplied by
their dogs, which are fit for little elfe.

Birds here are not many, but wild-fowl in abundance.
Near the fea-fide and in the city they have a great many mufquetoes, but in the

country they are not fo much troubled with them : thofe that will be free of them
mull either fmoke their rooms or lie in clofe curtains, made of thin filks for that pur-
pofe. The cold northern wind drives them away, and frees the country of thofe tor¬mentors for a while.

What he faith of the white emmets is true : this vermin is very mifchievous ; in
Siam hardly any houfe is free from them , fo that merchants are forced to make
hearfes, and to rub the feet thereof with oil of earth (which fcent they cannot endure ),in order to fecure their merchandize.

The way of pickling hen or duck eggs, as Taverniere defcribes, is true , but thefe
eggs ferve only for fauces, and not to be eaten otherwife.

CHAP . IV. — Of the Riches, Trade , and Money of the Kingdom of Tonqueen.
THE chief riches , and indeed the only ftaple commodity, is filk, raw and wrought:

of the raw the Portuguefe and Caftilians in former days, the Hollanders lately, and at
prefent the Chinefe, export good quantities to Japan, &c. : of their wrought filks the
Englilh and Dutch expend the moft.

This kingdom has no lignum aloes at all but what is imported by foreign traders.
Mufk we have here, brought from Bowes and China annually ; fometimes the quan¬

tity of five or fix peculls, fometimes lefs ; neither have they any gold but what comes
from China. Their filver is brought in by Englifh, Dutch , and Chinefe trading to
Japan. They have iron and lead mines which afford them juft enough of thofe mi¬nerals to ferve their occafions.

Their domeftic trade confifts in rice, fait fifh, and other fuftenance ; little raw and
wrought filk for their own wear. They likewife drive a commerce with Bowes and
Ai, though with no great profit, by reafon of high expences and large prefents to the
eunuchs , who command the avenues ; nor do the Chinefe that pafs thofe ways fare
better , being often exacted upon, and fometimes ftripped of all they have by the
ravenous mandareens. And fince it is one of the policies of the court not to make
the fubje&s rich, left they fhould be proud and ambitious, and afpire to greater mat¬
ters , the King connives at thofe diforders , and opprelfes them with heavy taxes and
impofitions ; and fhould he know that any perfons were to exceed the ordinary means
of a private fubjeft , they would incur the danger of lofing all on fome pretence or
other ; which is a great difcouragement to the induftrious , and neceffitates them to
bury their wealth, having no means to improve it.

As for foreign traders , a new comer fuffers, befides hard ufage in his buying and
felling, a thoufand inconveniences ; and no certain rates on merchandizes imported
or exported being impofed, the infatiable mandareens caufe the fhips to be rummaged,
and take what commodities may likely yield a price at their own rates, ufing the
King’s name to cloak their griping and villanous extortions, and for all this there is
no remedy but patience.

Yet ftrangers that are experienced here are lefs fubjeft to thofe irregularities and
oppreffions, efcaping their clutches, though not without fome trouble and coft : in a
word, the Tonqueen trade is at prefent the moft faftidious in all India, wherefore I
wonder our author fhould fay it is a great pleafure to deal with them ; for if you bar-
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gain for any thing , and are likely to lofe thereby , you are lure to bear the iofs. No¬
thing almoft is fold but upon truft for three or four months time, and yet then you
run the hazard to lofe what is fo fold, or at leaft to undergo a thoufand troubles for
•the recovery of the debt , and at laft are likely to fuffer, either in bad coin or un¬
merchantable goods. This defect and diforder in trade proceeds more from their in¬
digency and poverty than from any thing elfe ; for there is not a Tonqueenefe mer¬
chant that has or had ever the courage and ability to buy the value of two thoufand
dollars at once, and to pay it upon the nail. But , after all, the Tonqueenefe are
not altogether fo fraudulent , and of that deceitful difpofition, as the Chinefe ; it may
be by reafon they are inferior to them in craft or cunning.

There is this further difference between thefe two nations ; a Tonqueenefe will beg
inceffantly, and torment your purfe fufficiently, if you have bufinefs with him,
whereas a Chinefe is cruel arid bloody, malicioufly killing a man, or flinging him into
the fea for fmall matters.

Another occafion of hindrance and flop to trade is, that they permit the greater
part of what filver comes into the country (commonly a million of dollars per annum)
to be carried to Bowes and China, to be exchanged for copper cafh, which riles and
falls according as the Chova finds it agree with his intereft ; befides, this cafh will be
defaced in few years, and confequently not current , which grand inconvenience caufes
confiderable Ioffes to merchants , and fignal prejudice to the public. Thus goes the
filver out of the country , and no provifion is made againft it, which is very bad
policy.

And though the Chova values foreign trade fo little, yet he receives from it, em-
barrafied as it is, confiderable annual incomes into his coffers, as taxes, head-money,
impofitions, cuftoms, &c. But though thefe amount to vaft fums, yet very little
remains in the treafury , by reafon of the great army he maintains, together with feveral
other unneceflary expences. In fine, it is pity fo many conveniences and opportu¬
nities to make the kingdom rich and its trade flourifhing fhould be neglected ; for if
we confider how this kingdom borders on two of the richeft provinces in China, it
will appear that , with fmall difficulty, molt commodities of that vaft empire might be
drawn hither , and great ftore of Indian and European commodities, efpecially woollen
manufactures , might be vended there ; nay, would they permit ftrangers the freedom
of this inland trade, it would be vaftly advantageous to the kingdom ; but the Chova
(jealous that Europeans fhould difeover too much of his frontiers , by which certainly
he can receive no injury) has, and will probably in all times to come, impede this im¬
portant affair.

They have no coin but copper cafh, which comes from China as aforefaid. Gold
and filver they caff into bars, about fourteen dollars weight, and they are current
amongft them.

CHAP . V. — Of the Strength of the Kingdom of Tonqueen.
THE kingdom of Tonqueen might be reckoned very formidable, were the ffrength

wholly to confift in the number of men ; for the ftanding force cannot be lefs than
one hundred and forty thoufand, all well trained up, and fit to handle their arms after
their mode ; and they can raife twice that number on occafion : but fince courage in
the men is to be likewife attended to, we cannot efteem them very formidable, being
of dejected fpirits and bafe difpofitions, and their leaders being for the moft part
xapadoes, and want their manhood.

The
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The general may mufter up about eight or ten thouland horfe, and between three
or four hundred elephants : his fea force confifts in two hundred and twenty galleys,
great and fmall, more fit for the river than the fea, and rather for lport and exercife
than war. They have but one gun in the prow, which will carry a four-pound {hot;
they have no mads , and are forced to do all by ftrength of oars ; the men that rovv
ftand all expofed to great or fmall {hot, and other engines of war. They have about
five hundred other boats, called twinquaes, which are good and fwift to fail, but too
weak for war, being only fewed together with rattans ; however, they ferve well
enough for tranfportation of provifions and foldiers.

In one of thefe boats I was forced to go to Siam the Iaft year, with three other gen¬
tlemen in company with me, we being left by a Chinefe, in whofe junk we had taken
a paffkge, on an ifle on the wefternmoft part of the bay of Tonqueen , where we were
forced to this ihift ; yet, thanks be to God , we got our paffage in twenty-three days,
to the admiration of all that knew of it.

They are likewife provided with guns and cannons of all forts, as alfo calibres, fome
of them of their own fabric, but the greateft part bought of the Portuguefe , Dutch,
and Englifh, and ftored with other ammunition fuitable to their occafions.

But to return to the condition of the foldiery of Tonqueen : it is a very toilfome
and laborious fituation, and of little advantage ; once a foldier and always a foldier ;
and hardly one in a thoufand rifeth to preferment , unlefs he be very dextrous in
handling his weapons, or fo fortunate as to obtain the friendfhip of fome great Man-
dareen to prefent him to the King. Money may likewife effect fomewhat, but to think
of advancement by mere valour is a very fruitlefs expectation, fince they rarely find
occafion to meet an enemy in open field, and fo have no opportunity to improve them-
felves or difplay their prowefs ; not but that fome few have, from mean beginnings,
mounted to high preferment and great dignity by fome bold achievement ; but this
being extraordinary , is not to be generally reckoned upon.

Their wars confift in much noife and great trains ; fo they go to Cochin-China, look
on the walls, rivers, &c. ; and if any difeafe or ficknefs happens amongft their army,
fo as to cany off fome few of their men, and they come within hearing of the {houts
of the enemy, they begin to cry out a cruel and bloody war, and turn head, running,
re infeel a,  as faff as they can home. This is the game they have played againft Cochin-
China more than three times, and will do fo in all probability as long as they are com¬
manded by thofe emafculated captains called cappns.

They have had amongft themfelves civil wars, wherein they contended for fuperi-
ority ; and he that has been the cunningeft has prevailed always againft him that has
been valiant ; but in former days, when they fought againft the Chinefe, they have
fhowed themfelves bold and courageous, but it was neceffity that forced them to it.
The general will fometimes take delight in feeing his foldiers exercife, either in his
arfenal, or with his galleys on the river ; and fometimes, when he finds a foldier to
exceed his companions, it may be he gratifies him with the value of a dollar in calh.

The foldiers have very fmall pay, not above three dollars in a year, befides rice,
except thofe of the life guard , who have twice as much ; they are free of all taxes,
and are difperfed among the Mandareens ; which Mandareens have certain aldeas
affigned them, which pay an income to them for the maintenance of the foldiers.

Caftles, forts, ftrong holds, citadels, &c. they have none, _nor do they underftand
the art of fortification, and make but fmall account of our {kill therein ; though they
have fo little reafon to depend, like the Lacedemonians, on .the bravery of their
foldiers.

von . ix . 40 CHAP.
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CHAP . VI. — Of the Manners of the People of Tonqueen,
THE people of Tonqueen are rather of a working and turbulent fpirlt, though cowards ’

than naturally mild and peaceable, fince quiet and concord can. hardly be maintained
amongft them, without a heavy hand and feverity ; for they have often confpired and
broke out in open rebellion. True it is, that fuperftition, to which the meaner fort
are miferably addicted, did further the evil very much , and drove them headlong to
the precipice, no lefs than ambition ; but perfons of great note, or mandareens of quality,
are very feldom found to be embarked in thofe dangerous attempts, and rarely aim
to make therafelves heads of public factions, which, queftionlefs, proceeds from the
little credit they give to thofe fictions and fopperies of their blind fortune tellers, who
delude and miflead the ignorant and fuperftitious vulgar , and from this their confciouf-
nefs, that their folly and perfidioufnefs will hardly fail to meet with deferved
dcftruction.

They are not much given to choler , yet are addicted to the far worfe paffions of
envy and malice, even to an extreme degree . In former times they had in great
efteem the manufactures of ftrange countries, but now that paflion is ahnoft worn out,
and only a few Japan gold and filver pieces, and European broad cloth remain at
prefent in requeft with them. They are not curious to vifit other countries, believing
they can fee none fo good as their own, and give no credit to thofe who have been
abroad , when they relate what they have feen.

They are of happy memory and quick apprehenfion , and might prove of eminent
abilities by good and due inftru&ions. Learning they love, not fo much for its own
fake, but becaufe it conducts them to public employs and dignities. Their tone in
reading is much like to fmging. Their language is full of monofyllables, and fome-
times twelve or thirteen feveral things are meant by one word, and have no other
diftinction but in the tone, either to pronounce it with a full mouth , heavy accent,
preffmg or retaining voice, &c. and therefore it is very difficult for ftrangers to attain
any perfection therein.

I do not find any difference between the court language and the vulgar , except in
matter of ceremony and cafes of law, where the China characters are ufed as the
Greek and Latin fentences among our learned.

Both the fexes are well proportioned , rather of fmall ftatures and weak conftitu-
tions, occafioned perhaps by their intemperate eating and immoderate fleeping.

They are generally of brown complexion, like the Chinefe and Japanefe, but
the better fort and women of quality are almoft as fair as the Portuguefe and
Spaniards.

Their nofes and faces are not fo flat as the Chinefe ; their hair black, and if long
it is reckoned an ornament ; both men and women without diftinCtion wear it down
as long as it will grow ; but foldiers when they are in their exercifes, and handicraftf-
men about their trades , put it up under their caps, or tie it in a great roll on the top
of their heads. Both boys and girls, when they are paft fixteen or feventeen years of
acre, black their teeth as the Japanefe do, and let their nails grow as the Chinefe,
the longeft being accounted the fineft, which has place among perfons of quality and
thofe of wealth only.

Their habit is long robes, very little differing from thofe of China, and not at all
refembling the Japan garb, or the picture in Taverniere ’s defcription, where he
makes them to wear girdles, a mode that thefe people are ftrangers to.

They
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They are forbidden by an old tradition the wear of hofe and fhoes, except the
literadoes (literati) and thofe that have taken the degree of Tuncy or doctor ; however,
at prefent the cultom is not obferved fo ftriftly as formerly.

The condition of the vulgar fort is miferable enough , fmce they are impofed on by
heavy taxes, and undergo fore labour ; for the males at eighteen, and in fome countries
and provinces twenty years of age, are liable to pay the value of three , four , five, fix,
and ieven dollars per annum , according to the goodnefs and fertility of the foil of their
aldea or village *, and this money is gathered in two feveral terms , as April and
October , being the harveft of the rice. From this tax are exempted the royal blood,
the King’s immediate fervants, all public minifters and officers of the kingdom , together
with the literadoes or learned men, from a Singdo upwards : for the latter are obliged
to pay half tax ; all foldiers and military perfons, with a few others that have obtained
this fredom, either gratis or bought it for money, which exemption is granted only
for life, and is purchafed of the Chava, or general : yet thofe that defire the continua¬
tion of the faid privilege, may have their patent renewed for a moderate lutn of money,
by the fucceeding Prince , who feldom denies to grant them their redemption on fuch
an account ; but merchants , though they live in the city, are rated in the aldeas or
villages of their anceftors and parents , and are liable befides to the vecquun, or lords
fervice of the city, at their own expences, and are obliged to work and drudge them-
felves, or hire another in their room, to perform what the governor orders , whether
it be to mend the broken walls, repair the banks and ways of the city, dragging timber
for the King’s palaces, and other public buildings, &c.

The hanclicraftfmen, of what profeffion foever, are bound to this vecquun fix moons
in the year, and receive nothing , nor dare they demand any thing for their labour in
all that time ; it depends on their mailers ’ (the Mandeereens ) dire&ion and bounty , to
allow them the charges for their very victuals ; the other half year they are allowed
to make ufe of for themfelves and family, and it mull be fuppofed to be hard enough
with them, efpecially if they are burdened with many children.

As for the poor aldeans, who inhabit barren foils, and therefore are unable to pay
their taxes in rice or money, they are employed to cut grafs for the General ’s elephants
and horfes ; and though their ftations and villages be often very remote from the  place
where they fetch the grafs, they are obliged to bring it by turns the whole year on
their own expences to the city.

By what is faid, it appears with what politic maxims this Prince keeps his fubjedls
poor and needy ; and, in truth , it leems to be necelfary enough ; for if their proud
turbulent fpirits were not kept in the bounds of their duty and allegiance with a llrong
rein , they would often forget themfelves : however, every one enjoys what he gets
by his own induftry , and may leave his eftate to his heirs and lucceffors ; always
provided , that the rumour of his wealth founds not fo loud as to charm the Gene¬
ral ’s ear.

The eldeft fon’s portion is much larger than the reft of the children of the deceafed :
the daughters have fome fmall matter allowed them, yet can claim but little by law, if
there be an heir male.

And as the Tonqueenefe are ambitious of many dependants and opulent kindred,
fo they have a cuftorn among them to adopt one another , both fexes indifferently, to
be their children , and of their family ; and thofe fo adopted are obliged to the fame
duty as their own children, vis.

At feftivai times to fombey and prefent them ; to be ready on every occafion in
their fervice ; to bring them the firft fruits of the feafon, and the new rice at harveft 5
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to contribute to the facrifice made to fome of the family, as the mother , brother,
wife, &c. or near relations of the patroun , that are dead, or lhall die. To thefe and
feveral other expences, they are obliged feveral times in the year, at their own coll;
and as this is the obligation of the adopted, fo the patroun takes care to advance or
promote them, according as occafion and their power will admit, defending and pro¬
tecting them as their own children ; and when the patroun dies, they have a legacy
almoft equal to the youngeft children ; and they mourn for the patroun as for their
father and mother , though they be both alive.

The manner of adopting is thus : he that intends to be adopted , fends to acquaint
the perfon of whom the requefts that favour with his intention , who, if content there¬
with, returns a fatisaftory anfwer ; upon which the fuppliant comes and prefents
himfelf before him, with a hog and two jars of arrack , which the patroun receives of
the party , who having made four fombeys, and given fatisfactory anfwers to fome
queftions, he is adopted.

Strangers who refide here , or ufe the trade , have often taken this courfe, to free
themfelves from thofe vexations and extortions which they ufually meet with from fome
infolent courtiers. I myfelf was adopted by a Prince , who then was prefumptive and
now heir apparent to the general , and had his choap or chop, which is his feal. I
always gave him prefents at my arrival from a voyage, which chiefly confided in
foreign curiofities. This Prince , though he be of a generous noble mind, and had an
extraordinary kindnefs for me, yet I was not the better for him in my troubles ; for
on the deceafe of his grandfather , it pleafed God to vifit him, in the height of his
profperity , with madnefs, which was the overthrow of my bufinefs, by incapacitating
him to proteft me in my greateft trouble and neceflity, but lately I underhand he is
recovered again.

The aldeans, or villagers, for the molt part are fimple people, and fubjeCt to be
miffed by their over much credulity and fuperftition. The character that is given
of fome other nations is applicable enough to them, that is, they are either extraordinary
good, or extreme bad.

It is a great miftake, that the people of Tonqueen live out of pleafure or choice
in their boats upon the rivers , when mere neceflity and indigence drives them to that
courfe of life ; for to run from port to port , and from one village to another with
wife and children, to look out for a livelihood, in a fmall boat, cannot be very pleafant,
although they do not know here what a crocodile means.

The largefl of the Tonqueenefe rivers has, as I faid before, its fource in China,
and the great rains there in the months of March , April and May, caufe the waters
to defcend here with that incredible rapidity (this country being without comparifon
lower than China) as threatens banks and dams with deftruCtion y fometimes the waters
will rife fo fail , and fwell to that degree , as to over top moil barricadoes, all human
induftry notwithftanding , drowning thereby whole provinces, which caufes lamentable
diforders, and great Ioffes both of men and beafts.

CHAP . VII. Of the Marriages of the Tonqueenefe.
THE Tonqueenefe cannot marry without the confent of their father and mother,

or of the neareft kindred . When a-young man comes to the age of fixteen, eighteen
or twenty, , his father and mother being refolved to get him a wife, make their applies
tion to the parents of the party they defign for him, carrying with them an hundred
drefled beetles in a decent box, one jar of arrack , or flrong liquor , and a live hog ;;

under .'
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under favour of fuch a prefent only this is to be propofed. The friends of the maid
feeing the vifitants thus prepared , and knowing by the cuftom of the country whereto it
tends, give fitting anfwers to the queftion in hand, according to their inclinations ; for if
they are unwilling it fliould be a match, they find their fubterfuges and excufes, by
pretending their daughter ’s youth , and inability to take upon her the burthen of a
houfehold ; and that , however, they will confider of the matter further hereafter,
and the like compliments ; wherewith they and their prefents are fent back again.

But in cafe they are content to bellow their daughter on the young man, the prefent
is readily accepted of, with exprefiions of their approbation of the bufinefs ; and then
immediately, without any other formality, they confult and agree about the moll
aufpicious time, in which they are guided by their blind fuperftition, for the folemni-
zation of the Wedding. In the meantime the parents of the bridegroom fend often
prefents of vifluals to the bride, and vifit her now and then , yet the young people
are not permitted fo much as to fpeak to each other,

At the prefixed time the wedding is kept with a feaft, agreeable to the condition and
abilities of the parents of the young couple, which doth not lalt above a day. The
ceremony of their marriage is barely this : in the afternoon of the day that precedes
the wedding, the bridegroom comes to the bride , and brings with him, according to
his quality, either , gold, filver, or a quantity of calh, the more the greater honour,
and vi&uals prepared , all which he leaves there , and retires to his own home. The
next morning being the wedding day, the bride is dreffed in her fineft robes, with
bracelets of gold pendants, &c. ; her parents ’ acquaintance and fervants are ready to
condudl and wait on her to the bridegroom ’s, whither Ihe goes about ten o’clock in the
forenoon , with all this train attending her , whilft all her moveables, houfehold fluff,
and whatever elfe her father and mother give for her portion, together with what Ihe
had of the bridegroom , is carried in great flate, and for a more glorious lhew, it paffes
in a long field before her and the whole company, all which enter the bridgeroom ’s
houfe, who receives her and them with kindnefs and courtefy, after their mode, and
prefents them with victuals prepared for the purpofe, whilft mufic and other expreff
fions of joy are not neglected : and this is the whole folemnity of the wedding,
without any farther formalities of either magiftrate or prieft, as our author talks.

Polygamy is here tolerated ; however, that woman whofe parents are of the greateft
quality is chief amongft them, and has the title of wife.

Rapes , and the like, are not known , much lefs pra£lifed in this country . The
law of the land permits a man to divorce his wife, but the woman has.not the fame
privilege, and can hardly obtain a reparation, againft the good liking of the hulband,
unlefs Ihe be of a family that is able to compel him to it, by mere authority . When,
the hulband defigns to repudiate his wife, he gives her a note, declaring under his
hand and feal that he has no more pretenfions to her perfon, and that Ihe is free to
difpofe of herfelf as Ihe finds occafion, which liberty capacitates her to marry another ;
neither would any perfon dare to pretend to her , without being certain of the faid
note , for fear of her former hulband , who in that cafe can claim her again, and
thereby embroil fuch a one in the labyrinths-of the law, and recover, a good fum of
money from him.

The woman fo repudiated , when Ihe departs from her hulband , may take along
with her the fame quantity of gold, filver, calh, &c. as he brought to her houfe at
the time of his efpoufing her . The children born during the time of their mutual,
cohabitation the hulband keeps ; but their Mandareens feldom, and only on urgent
occafions or for capital offences, will deal thus feverely with their wives, yet their

concur
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concubines are thus ferved on every light occafion, when the humour takes them to
make an exchange , or that they are fatiated with their perfons. Among the meaner
fort , when a man and his wife difagree, and mutually defire a feparation, they are
divorced in the prefence of fome fmall judge and public officers, by mutual difcharges
in writing ; but the village huiband , that cannot write nor read , breaks a copper cafh,
(this country money) or a ftick, in the prefence of his wife, as a teflimony of his re-
folution to difmifs her ; the one of the half he keeps himfelf, the other he gives to
her , which ffie carries to the heads and elders of the aldea, or village, requefting them
to bear witnefs her hufbartd had difcharged her of her duty to be any longer his
wife, and that he has nothing more to pretend to her for ever ; ,fo ffie may either
keep or throw away the piece of caffi, or ftick, and marry again as foon as file
pleafes.

As for adultery , if a man of quality furprifes his wife in the faff , he may freely, if
he pleafes, kill her and,her paramour with his own hands ; otherwife the woman is fent
to be trampled to death by an elephant ; the adulterer is delivered to the juftice, who
proceeds with him to execution without any farther delay. But with the meaner fort
of people it is not fo ; they muft go to law, where the offenders will have fevere pu-
niffiment inflicted on them, if they are proved guilty of the crime.

The ftory that M.Taverniere relates to have happened whilft his brother was at
Tonqueen , is not at all agreeable to the cuftoms of this people, or congruous with
their difpofitions ; wherefore , in all probability , it is only a fiction.

• CHAP . VIII .— Of the Vijits arid Pajiimes of the Tonqueens.
THEIR vifits are generally made in the afternoon . It is uncivil to come to any

great man’s houfe before dinner , unlefs neceffitated by urgent bufinefs, or exprefsly
invited, becaufe they then have the leaft time to fpare $ for in the morning very early
they go to court to attend the general , which attendance takes them up till eight
o’clock ; when they come home, they employ themfelves awhile in ordering their do-
meftic concerns among their fervants, if more important ftate affairs will permit it;
the little fpace that remains between that and dinner is referved for their retirement
and repofe.

The Princes , or great Mandareens , ride either on elephants, or are carried in a hang-
mack , and followed by moft their fervants, foldiers, dependants , &c. that are not
otherw'ife occupied in fuch a feafon, which is more or lefs numerous , according to
the degree of the perfon’s dignity ; thofe of leffer rank ride on horfeback , and are
followed by as many as they are able to maintain, without limitation, which ufually is
not above ten perfons, but to be fure all that can muft go, for they are very ambitious
of many attendants.

If he that gives the vifit is of greater quality than the perfon vifited, he dares not
to offer him any thing of meat or drink , no not fo much as a beetle, unlefs he calls
for it. Their water and beetle is always carried with them by their fervants.

In difcourfing with them , efpecially if the perfon be of authority , care muft be
had not to move any mournful fubjecf, either diredUv or indire&ly ; but things that
are pleafant, in commendation of them, are beft approved. But that whicti is moft
intolerable in thefe lords is, that they permit the men of their train (a rude brutifh
gang ) to enter with them into the moft private apartments of other people’s houfes,
efpecially when they come to vifit Europeans , wffiere they behave themfelves very
apiffily, and commit many abfurdities and impertinencies in their talk and jeftings;

11 and
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and moreover often deal whatever they can lay hold on ; in all which their ftupified
mailers rather take delight , than check them , for their faucinefs and mifdemeanors.
But if they are invited by their fuperiors or equals, then they entertain them as they
find occafion, either with tea or meat, &c. not omitting beetle, which is always the
firit and laft part of the regale . The boxes wherein the beetle is prefented, ,are
generally plain lacquered , either black, red, or fome grave colour ; yet the gentry,
and the Princes and Princefles of the royal blood, have them in maffy gold, filver,
tortoife fhell, or inlaid with mother of pearl ; the painted and gaudy ones are only
ufed at their facrifices in their pagodas. But fuch rich boxes as M. Taverniere avers
to have feen, to have the value of four and five hundred thoufand livres, at the Great
Mogul ’s court , were certainly no Tonqueen ones ; for diamonds, rubies, emeralds and'
other jewels do not grow in this country , neither are they in requeft among the na¬
tives ; nor could that have been brought thither by any Tonqueen ambaffador, fmce
the Kings fend none thither , nor is there the lead commerce between the two na¬
tions.

They feldom vifit fick perfons, and they hardly care to admit any but their kindred
and relations to put them in mind of death , how defperate foever their date may be,
and the leaft admonition to fettle their affairs and concerns would be a heinous crime
and unpardonable offence ; fo that thofe that die make no will, which defeat often
creates vexatious lawfuits among the kindred , if the deceafed leaves no children behind
him, even to the ruin of their own eftates, and the lofs of what they contend for.

In the halls of great men’s houfes are feveral alcoves, where they fit crofs-legged
upon mats, according to their degree , the higher the more honorable ; and thefe feats
are all covered with mats, anfwerable in finenefs to their llations, except in time of
mourning , when they are obliged to ufe courfe ones. As for carpets they have none,
neither can they afford them ; wherefore I wonder at our author ’s faying, that the mats
are as dear as a fine carpet, which at the cheapeft colls from thirty to fifty rupees and
upwards in Perfia and Surat ; whereas the bell and fineft mat may be bought here for
the value of three or four fhillings at the moll ; neither do I believe any European,
befides himfelf, has ever feen a Tonqueen mat nine ells fquare, and as loft as velvet:
however , this is like the reft of his fables. As for culhions, thefe people ufe none,
either to fit or lie on ; but they have a kind of bolfter made of reeds or mats, to fleep
or lean on.

As for their viduals they are curious enough therein , though their diet does not
generally pleafe ftrangers . The common fort nrnft be content with green trade, rice,,
and fait fiiii, or the like ; the great lords may if they pleafe feed themfelves with the.
bell in the land.

I can make no companion for neatnefs between the Europeans and them , in their
houfes, wherein they have but little or no furniture more than ufual in the meaneft
cots, fometimes tables and benches, feldom chairs. They ufe neither table cloths nor
napkins , nor do they want them, fince they  do not  touch their meat with their fingers,
but ufe two flicks, as the Chinefe and lapanefe do. All their vi&uals are ferved in
little plates and diffies, not made of wood, and then lacquered and varnilhed over,
as M. Taverniere affirms, but of China and Japan wares, which are in efteem here.
Perfons of quality or condition ufe a kind of formality and decency at their feafts 5
but as for the reft , as loon as they are at the bandefes, which are fmall lacquered
tables, they do not fo much as mind any difcourfes ; and this not out of good maimers
or reverence to the aged and grave perfons, but a greedy defire to fill their guts,,
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they being generally great eaters and true epicures ; alfo they may be afraid to lofe
their lhare by prating , whilft others make all the filent hafle they can to empty the
platters and difhes. I have .often feen the followers and attendants of Mandareens at
the like fport ; and ufed to admire their eating both for quantity and greedinefs, in
which I believe no nation under the cope of heaven can match them.

As for drinking , though the clowns, and meaner fort feldora fall under the excefs
and debauchery of llrong drink , yet amongft the courtiers and foldiers drunkennefs
is no vice. A fellow that can drink fmartly is a brave blade'f It is no cuftom of
theirs to walh their hands when they go to table, only they rince their mouths , be-
caufe of the beetle ; yet after meals, they often walh both ; and having cleanfed their
teeth with a piece of bamboo, prepared for the purpofe, they eat beetle. At a friend’s
houfe the entertained may freely, if he pleafe, call for more boiled rice, or any thing
elfe, if he is not fatisfied, which the hoft takes very kindly . They do not alk one an¬
other how they do, but compliment them with a “ Where have you been thus long ?”
and “ What have you done all this while ?” And if they know or perceive by their
countenance that they have been fick or indifpofed, then they alk “ How many
cups of rice they eat at a meal•?” (for they make three in a day, befides a collation
in the afternoon , amonglt the rich and wealthy), and “ Whether he eats with an appe¬tite or no ?”

Of all the pallimes of the Tonqueenefe , they 'affeft moll their balls, ballads, and
Tinging, which are for the moll part afted in the night and lall till morning, and are
what M. Taverniere calls comedies ; a very improper name, and refembling them
in no refpeft 5 much lefs are they fet out with beautiful decorations and machines, as
he fays, very plealing to behold ; and they are as Ikilful to reprefent fea and river
water, and marine combats thereon , as they are able to defcribe the fight in 1588,
between the Engliih and the Spaniards ; neither have they in the city any theatres to
aft upon , but every Mandareen ’s hall, and the yards of other houfes, mult ferve in
turn : yet in their aldeas they have finging houfes, erefted at the expence of three,
four , or more aldeas, or villages ; and in this they celebrate their fellival times, Tinging
and banquetting after their mode. The aftors of one houfe are fometimes three,
four or five perfons ; their fees are no more than a thoufand calh, to the value of
about a dollar, for a whole night ’s labour : but the liberal fpeftators give them
prefents , as often as they perform any thing dexteroully . They are ufually habited
in country taffeties, palong, fatin, and the like. They have but few fongs, and not
above five different tunes, and thofe compofed moft in praife of their Kings and ge¬
nerals , interfperfed with amorous interjections and poetical elegance. The women
only dance, and fhe that dances mull Ting too, and will be between whiles inter¬
rupted by a man that plays the part of a jelter , who is generally the wittiefl mimick
they can find, and fuch a one as is able to make the company laugh at his inventions
and poftures. Their mufical inftruments are drums , copper bafons, hautboys, guit-
tars , with two or three forts of violins, &c. Befides this, they have another kind of
dancing, with a bafon filled or piled up with fmall lamps lighted, which a woman fets
on her head, and then dances, turning , winding, and bowing her body in feveral
fhapes and figures, with great celerity, without fpilling a drop of oil in the lamps, to
the admiration of the fpeftators ; this aft will lall about half an hour.

Dancing on ropes their women are alfo expert at, and fome will perform it very
gracefully.

Cock-fighting is a mighty game amonglt them, fo that it is become a princely
14 fport,
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fport , and much in faftiion with courtiers . They lofe much that lay againft the ge¬
neral , for right or wrong he muft and will win, whereby he impoverilhes his grandees,
fo that they are not able to undertake any thing.

They delight much in filhing, and have the convenience of many rivers , and infinite
ponds.

As for hunting , there is fcarce a wood or foreft proper for this esercife , in all the
country , neither are they expert in that fport.

But their grand paftime is their new-year’s feaft, which commonly happens about
the 25th of January , and is kept by fome thirty days ; for then , befides dancing and
the recreations aforefaid, all their other forts of games, as playing at football, fwing-
ing on an engine eredled of bamboos, at moll corners of the ftreets , tricks of bodily
a&ivity, and a kind of hocus-pocus, are brought on the ftage, to encreafe merriment;
neither are they behind-hand to prepare their feafts and banquets plentiful and large,
ftriving to outdo each other therein , for the fpace of three or four days, according to
their ability ; and as this is indeed the time to gormandize and debauch to excels, fo
he is accounted the moll miferable wretch that doth not provide to welcome his friends
and acquaintances , though by 1b doing he is certain to beg the reft of that year for
his livelihood.

The firft day of the year the ordinary fort do not llir abroad , unlefs they are de- -
pendants of fome lords, but keep themfelves clofe lhut up in their houfes, admitting
none but their nearell relations and domeftics ; to others they would deny, on that
day, a draught of water , or a coal for fire, and be very angry too at any one’s
making fuch a requeft , fuperftitioully believing its confequence would be to fubject
them to infallible malediction ; and that if they fhould give anything that day, it
would be their bad deltiny to give continually , and beggar themfelves thereby at laft.
Their reafon for not ftirring abroad proceeds from the fame caufe, which is, fear to
encounter with fome ominous thing or other that might prefage evil to them that day
which would make them unfortunate all the year ; for they obferve fuperftitioully
many frivolous niceties, as good and bad luck . But the fecond day of the new year
they go to vifit each other , and acquit themfelves of their duty and obligations to their
fuperiors , to fombey them ; as likewife do their foldiers and fervants to them . But
the mandareens go the firft day to the King and general , of which they are as careful
obfervers as the others are lharp and precife exactors of this attendance.

Some reckon their new year from the 25th of their laft moon, but very impro¬
perly ; their ground for it is, becaufe the fup upu , implying as much as the great feal
reverfed , is then put into a box , with the face downward , for a whole month ’s time,
and in that interval the law is, as it were, laid alleep, and no a£ts whatfoever pafs under
the faid feal ; all courts of judicature are lhut up ; debtors cannot be feized on ; final!
crimes , as petty larceny , fighting , beating one another , See., efcape with impunity;
only treafon and murder the governors of the city and province take account of, and
keep the malefactors prifoners till the grand feal comes to be active again, to bring
them to their trial, &c. But their new year more properly begins at the firft of their
new moon , which falls out ufually about our 25th of January as aforefaid, and laft*,
according to the China cuftom , one whole month.

By what is related it appears how exceffively our author has hyperbolized on thefe
pafiages, efpecially where he commends the Tonqueenefe for laborious and induftrious
people , prudently employing their time to the moll advantage, which in fome degree
may be granted in the women, but the men are fo lazy and idle generally , that were

voj, . ix . 4 ^ they
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they not , By mere neceffity, compelled to work , I verily believe they would ; be glad•
to fpend their time only in eating , and deeping, ; for many will forfeit themfelves by
overgorging their ftomachs, feeding as if they were born only to eat, and not to eat
for the lupport of life chiefly.

It is alfo a mittake to fay the Tonqueenefe deem it a difgrace to have their heads un¬
covered ; for when an inferior  comes to a mandareen , either upon bufinefs or fome
errand from a mandareen , he has always his black gown and cap on, and the man¬
dareen receives him bare ; but if the meffenger comes with an order from the King,
verbal or in writing , then they dare not hear the meffage, or perufe the note , without
putting on their gown and cap. Of this more will be faid when I come to fpeak-of the
court of Tonqueen.

As to criminals, ' they are lhaved as foon as they are condemned to die, becaufe they
may be known and apprehended if they Arnold chance to outrun their keepers , which :-,
is a different thing from being uncovered , which M. Taverniere talks of. So likewife
to nail malefactors on erodes , or to difrnember them by four fmall galleys that row
feveral ways, are torments unheard of in this country.

CHAP . IK . — Of the learned Men of Tonqueen.
THE Tonqueenefe . have a great inclination for learning , becaufe it is the only

ftep to acquire dignity and preferments , which encourageth them to a ftudious and
diligent application to learning , which is often attended with good or ill fuccefs, as in
other countries , according to their feveral talents, and as they are endued with viva--
city, fpirit, and more efpecially as they are furnifhed with a good or bad memory,
which is the chief requifite for muttering that fort of learning ,which is in repute in this
country , which , confuting moftly in hieroglyphic characters , whereof they have as
many as words or things , requires a very retentive memory . Hence it is that fome
fcholars are fit to take degrees upon them after twelve or fifteen year ’s ftudy , others
in twenty-five or thirty , many not in their life-time.

They may, as foon as they think themfelves able or capable, adventure their trial,
without either obligation to continue longer a fcholar or limitation of years. Nor have
they any public fchools, but every one chufes fuch a preceptor for his children as he
fancies at his own coft.

Their learning confifts not in the knowledge of languages , as among us in Europe, .,
much lefs are they acquainted with our philofophy ; but they have one Confucius , a
Chinefe (or, as the people call him, Congtu ), the founder of their arts and fciences,
which are the fame with thofe of the Chinefe. This man compofed himfelf but one
book , but he compiled four others from the works of the ancient Chinefe philofophers,
containing moral and political precepts , with their rites and facrifices, &c. Moreover,
his difciples have, out of his works , extracted divers rules , fentences, and fimilies fit
for the ftate in general , and every perfon in particular ; all which is collected into
one volume , divided into four parts , and entitled The Four Books , which, with the
five before mentioned , make nine books, and are the ancienteft they have, and of
that reputation , that they will admit no contradiction whatfoever againft them ; and
thefe are the .fole foundation of the learning not only of the Chinefe and this nation,
but alfo of the Japanefe, fome fmall differences excepted.

The faid books comprehend likewife the greateft part of their hieroglyphical cha¬
racters, the multitude of which none  can eafily affirm, yet /hey reckon ninety or a

hundred



THE KINGDOM OF TON'QUEEN. € 75

'hundred thoufand , becaufe their learned have a way of compounding and conne&ing

them to fhrink that number ; and as it is not neceffary for the vulgar fort to know fo,

many , fo very few do, and twelve or fourteen thoufand is fufficient for ufual writing.

They are wholly ignorant of natural philofophy , and not more fkilled in mathe¬

matics and aftronomy : their poetry 1 do no underftand , and their mufic 1 do not find

very delightful and harmonious ; and I cannot but wonder by what faculty M. Taver-

niere has difcovered them to be the moll excellent of all the oriental people in that art.

Having thus confufedly mentioned a word or two in general of their learning , I

return to the fcholars. They mull , in the acquifition of employ and dignity (I do not

fay nobility, for the cuftom is here , that all the honours die with the perfon, and

defcend not to his pofterity ), pafs through three degrees : the firft, of a fingdo, fome-

thing like the bachelors in Europe ; the fecond a hung -cong, refembling our licen¬

tiates ; the third degree is a tuncy , equal to the degree of doftor with us.

Out of thefe doctors they chufe the ableft and elect him trungiveen , which is as

much as to fay, a pr.efident, or profefior of learning.
And indeed the election of thefe literadoes is managed with the molt commendable

policy and juftice that I know of among them ; for whereas, in all other things, they

are fwayed by corruption , partiality , or private paffions, in the diftribution of thefe

degrees they refpedt Angularly the deferts of perfons , fince no man can obtain any of

them , unlefs he is found worthy thereof , by a Uriel and moft exact examination.

The order and method obferved in the promotion of fingdos, or bachelors , is this:

once in three years it is cuftomary for the King and general to nominate two or three

tuncies , with fome wene quan , or juftice of peace, who has the degree of hung -cong,

to be examiners of the defigned academy in that province where the election is to be

made (for in this they proceed from one province to another by turns ), whither they

repair immediately on receiving their commilfion. Great care is taken that none

fpeak with thofe to be examined on the way, or receive any bribes of them . Being

arrived , they take up their lodgings in houfes built of bamboos and ftraw, encom-

paffed with a wall of the fame materials, leaving a fpacious empty place in the midlt

thereof for a theatre . The tuncies are prefently feparated from the wene quan and

the reft in diftinct apartments , and are not to fpeak one with the other during their

functions , ftrifl guards being kept at the feveral doors, and all comers in or out are

fearched for papers , writings , &c. If any is found to have tranfgreffed herein he is

rigoroufly punifhed and lofes his dignity.
In the morning of the day prefcribed for the commencing of the faid examination,

all the ftudents refort to this place, where they find an officer, who exhibits to them

five ffiort fentences, written in capital letters , whereof every one, as many as there

are , may take copies ; which being done, they are all fearched for papers or other

writings , and then placed on the bare ground of the yard aforementioned , at good

and equal diftance, and many watches are fet, that none comes to fpeak with them.

Thus they fit to write their themes , which they muft fmifti before evening ; neither

tnuft the faid anfwer contain more than twenty-four fides of paper ; and as every one

brings in his, he fallens to it, on a particular Iheet, his name , the names of his parents

and village, which the tuncies tear off, and mark the anfwer and paper of names with

the fame number , which are put up feverally, according to their provinces and
aldeas.

All the papers being thus ferved, the tuncies fend them to the wine quan (the names

of their authors being kept into cuftody of another officer) to be examined , who throws
4 r . % out
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out all the bad, and fends the good ones to the tuncies again. They , upon a ftriclreview, put out a great many more , fo that fometimes of four or five thoufand pre¬tenders , only one thoufand are approved of the firft time ; the fecond, perhaps , nomore than five hundred ; and, on the laft proof , only three hundred are to be gra¬duated bachelors . Such as have behaved themfelves well in the firft trial their names
come out in public within eight or ten days after , to be prepared for the fecond exa¬mination ; and thofe whofe names are thus thrown out need not ftay, for they cannotbe admitted that feffions any more. In the fame manner they continue the fecond andthird trial , only their talk at the fecond trial is but of three fentences, and the anfwertwelve fides ; the laft of two fentences, and its reply eight fides, but more difficultthan the former . Whofoever paffes thefe trials is declared bachelor , and has hisname regiftered among thofe of the fame rank in the book of ftate, and from thattime they pay but half the taxes which they were rated at before , and likewife enjoyfome other petty immunities.

Now follows their manner of electing the hung -congs, or licentiates : thefe arefelefted out of the bachelors , more or lels, as the King pleafes to order ; they areexamined by the fame officers, and created alternately in the place aforefaid where thebachelors were. If they can overcome but one proof more , which is the fourth , in¬cluding the three preceding of the fangdoes, or bachelors , they become licentiates.The formality ufed in this proceeding is in a manner the fame with the former , onlythey and their examiners are {till more feverely watched, and they are not permittedto fee or fpeak with any of the competitors ; they are feparated and diftant enoughfrom each other when they write their meditations, &c. : and all thofe hung -congs offormer creation muft leave, at that time, the province where the fchool is held, byrepairing to the capital city, and abide there till the end of the aft ; many fpies are fetover them, and they are numbered every day. The like care is recommended to thegovernors of the other provinces about the faid hung -congs during the folemnity, toprevent frauds and deceits in that behalf.
The examiners propound three fentences out of their book of their prince of philo-fophers , Confucius , and four more out of the volumes of his difciples ; the argumentsof fo many orations, which the candidate is to anfwer with fo many themes in writing,which is to be in an elegant and fententious ftyle, and adorned with the bell of theirrhetoric , the more' concife the better.
The examiners then rejeft the worft and prefent the beft, who are to proceed to the-tuncies, or chief examiners , and they chufe thofe that are to be admitted graduates,and expofe their names with much ceremony . The privileges and immunities of thelicentiates are far greater than the bachelors ; befides, they have the honour to beprefented to the King, who gives to each of them one thoufand fmall pieces of coin,about the value of a dollar in money, and a piece of black calico for a gown, worthabout three dollars more.
The laft, or third degree , called tuncy , anfwerable to our doctors , is conferredevery fourth year, at the capital city or court of the kingdom , in a particular palace,with marble gates, formerly the beft in the country , but now, through age, muchdecayed. The choiceft and learnedeft of the hung -congs, or licentiates, are only ad¬mitted to this trial : of many competitors few are fuccefsful. Their examiners are theKing . himfelf, the Princes , and moft eminent doctors of the realm , with otherprincipal magiftrates . This trial is in moft circumftances like the two former , exceptin the queftions propounded , which are both of greater number , and more intricate,grave , and fpecious, being commonly the moft difficult part of their ethics, politics,
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and civil law, and fomething of poetry and rhetoric , all which they are to expound
and refolve in writing , at four feveral times, in the fpace of twenty days, and he that
doth it is admitted doctor . This is no eafy talk, confidering what a burthen it is to
the memory to retain all the characters of the four laft of the nine books of Confucius,
which necelfarily they mult have, word for word , by heart , to acquit themfelves well
therein.

They write their themes and meditations on the exhibited fentences in a clofe cage,
made of bamboos , for that purpofe , and covered with calico, wherein they fit from
the morning to night , being fearched , that they have nothing about them but pen,
ink , and clean paper ; and to watch them the narrower , two dodtors, or tuncies fit at
a good diftance from them under umbrellas . Thus they are ferved at four diftindt
times, before they are made tuncies , or dodtors. The King and general honour this
folemnity with their prefence the two firft days, as the moll important , and leave the
compleating thereof to the minifters. Thofe thus graduated are congratulated by
their friends , applauded by the fpedtators, and honoured by their brother dodtors
with many complimental expreffions ; the King prefents each of them with a bar of
filver, of the value of fourteen dollars, and a piece of filk, befides the revenue of
fome aldeas, or villages, for their maintenance , which is more or lefs, according to
favour dr defert , and they are feafted at the public expence of their aldeas for fome
time. Out of thefe the principal magiftrates of the kingdom are chofen, and they are
fent ambafladors to China, and are permitted to wear Chinefe boots and caps, with
their proper veil.

The rejedted licentiates may, if they pleafe, continue their lludy , and try fortune
again ; if not , they are capable of fome magiftracy in the country , as juftice of peace,
head of an aldea, &c.

The bachelors have the fame privilege ; and thofe that are unwilling to make any
further progrefs in learning may find likewife employment , if they have money, among
the governors of the provinces, in the courts of juftice , or as clerks , ftewards, fecre-
taries, or folicitors to the mandareens ; and, in all this, an eloquent tongue is notfo
requifite as a good pen.

Such fire-works as M. Tavemiere mentions thefe people to be exquifite in the
making of, I have met none all the time I frequented this country , nor any other forts,
unlefs it be fquibs, or the like. And as for thofe machines , or change of fcenes, ia
every adt of their comedy, they may be long enough fought after, but will never be
found Here, wherever he faw them.

In aftrology , geometry , and other mathematical fciences, they are but little Ikilled,
but they underftand arithmetic reafonably well ; their ethics are confufedly delivered,
not digefted into formal method , as is their logic.

CHAP . X . — Of the Phyfcians and Difeafes of the Tonqueenefe.
EVERY one that pleafes may be a phyfician at Tonqueen , and indeed every one

almoft is his own dodtor, whereby this noble fcience is become the public pradtice of
the very dregs of the nation, to the difgrace of the public in tolerating it.

Their principal ftudy in this fcience confifts only of the examination of fome Chinefe
books , that diredt them how to boil and compound their roots , herbs , and fimples,
with fome obfcure notions of their feveral qualities, nature , and virtue , but generally
fo confufed, that they know little or nothing until they add thereto their own expe¬
rience . They underftand hardly any thing of anatomy , or the nature and compofition

of
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of men’s bodies, with the divifions of the feveral parts thereof , which might lead to,all
to form a judgment of the difeafes incident to the human fyftem, but attribute them
the blood , as the principal caufe of all the diforders that befal the body, and there¬
fore confider no further the conflitution or temper in the application of their reme¬
dies ; and with them it is enough to fucceed well in three or four cures , though by
mere chance (for they are hardly ever able to give a reafon for what they do ), to get
the reputation of an excellent medicus, which oftentimes , as it encreafes their prac¬
tice, fo gives them a greater power to kill their fellow creatures . Their patients are
generally very impatient under the hands of their doctors , who, if he doth not afford
them prefent eafe and fpeedy cure , they fend for other help , and fo often go from
bad to worfe, till they are either well or killed, for want of patience on one fide, and
judgment on the other.

Thefe people generally , on vifiting a patient , feel the pulfe in two places, and that
upon the wrift, as the Europeans ; but they muff be the Chinefe phyficians whom
M . Taverniere extols for their (kill in the pulfe ; and I own that fome of that nation
excel in it, but the far greater number are mere pretenders to this art , and affect to
amufe the patient by oftentatious conjectures and conceited and confuted notions , to
infpire a belief of their fkill in difcovering thereby the caufe of difeafes, and fo gull
the credulous patients of their money , and oftentimes their health to boot.

Thefe people have no apothecary among them ; every one that profeffes the art of
phyfic prepares the dofe himfelf, which confifts, as I mentioned , in the compofition
of herbs and roots boiled in water.

The peflilence, gravel , and the gout are hardly known in thefe countries : fevers,
agues , dyfenteries, the jaundice , fmall-pox , &c. reign here molt , to all which they
adminiller the faid drugs for remedies , fometimes with defired fuccefs, wherein more
is to be afcribed to the patient’s own cure , fparing diet and abltinence (in which they
are molt fingular , occafioned perhaps by their more than common fear of death ) , than
the Ikill and judgment of the phyficians.

The grandees drink the herb tea of China and Japan , but it is not much admired ;
they ufe moft their native tea, called by them chia-bang , the leaf of a certain tree-,
and chiaway, the buds and flowers of another certain tree , which, after they are dried
and roafted , they boil and drink the liquor hot ; the laft is of a good pleafant tafte.
Befides thefe two forts they have malty other forts of liquor , made of beans, roots , &c.

I need not here defcribe the quality and virtue of the China and Japan tea, lince
they are fo well known in England , and moft other parts of Europe ; only I wilt note
how grofsly M. Taverniere was miflaken to prefer the Japan tea before that of China,
when , in the choice of them , there is above 30 per cent , difference.

Phlebotomy , or blood-letting , is rarely praclifed amongft this people, and when
they do it, it is not after our way, in the arm , and with a lancet, but on the forehead,
and with the bone of a fifh tied to a fmall flick, in form like the horfe-fleams in
England ; which inftrument is applied to the vein of the forehead , then they give
thereon a fillip with a finger , and the blood gullies out . Their grand remedy is fire
in moft diftempers , which is ufed as they fee caufe, not regarding therein either the
time of the day or night precifely. The matter wherewith .they burn is the leaf of a tree,
well dried , and then beaten in a mortar until it grows almoft like to our beaten kemp,
and this they take and fix on every place to be burnt ( for they do it in many places at
the fame time) , fo much as will lie on a farthing , ftriking each parcel with ink of
China at the bottom , that it may flick to the fkin ; then they fire it with a match of
| >aper. Many account this a fovereign remedy ; how true I cannot affirm ; however,
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I am certain that it puts the patient to a great torment , and that our ufe of lettingblood is but a flea-bite in comparifon of it.

But mo ft common and frequently amongft them cupping is ufed, becaufe cheap andeafier.- Their way here is much after the fame manner as ours in Europe , only thatthey have calabafles inftead of glaffes.
Of anatomy they underftand nothing , as I faid before , and of furgery little, admiringmuch our Europeans ’ art in that behalf . To broken bones they apply certain herbs,which they fay will heal them in the fpace of twenty-four days, and cement them asftrong as ever.. They have another remedy , which is to take the raw bones of hens,and beat them to powder , making thereof a pafte, which, applied to the part affeCted,is efteemed by them a fovereign medicine.
Their little children are fo much fubjecb to dangerous obftru &ions, which deprivethem of the benefit of nature , both by ftool and urine , caufing their bellies to fwellfo that often their lives are endangered thereby . Their remedy for this is, cock-roches and onions roafted and beaten together ; this they apply to the navel of thechild, which is often attended with good fuccefs.
Thefe people affirm, that crabs are turned into ftones by tlie power of the fun, andufe them as phyfic, but not in fevers and dvferneries. Moreover , they take up by thefea-fide a kind of cockles, which being beaten to powder , they drink in the cholic.

CHAP .. XL — Of the original Government, Law , and Policy-'of the Tonqueenefe, withfeme Confi,derations thereon.
IT is without all difpute that the Tonqueenefe ever were a nation of themfelves dif¬ferent from the Chinefe, who call them Munto , or Barbarians , and their countryGannam , becaufe fituated far to the fouth , in reference to them, and the inhabitantsBearing a great affinity with other Indians in eating penany, colouring their teeth,going barefoot , and that their right great toe ftandeth athwart from their foot, as isto be feen yet by fome of the Tonqueen caft. But how this country was governedbefore it was made a province of China is hard to know, fince they had in thofe daysno characters , by confequenee no hiftory of that time can be extant among them ;what was afterward compiled thereof may be fufpeCfed as fiCtious, invented at plea-fure ; and indeed they are molt of them fo unaccountable , that they ought rather tobe looked upon as dreams and chimeras than hiftorical narrations ; neither is theremuch appearance of verity in thofe relations of theirs , which make this people fovaliant, that they were Hot only able to contend with but vanquith alfo the formi¬dable armies of the prodigious empire of China , and maintain their liberty in fpitethereof for many ages ;■but it is mold likely that they have fet the beft face in theirnarrations upon their aCtions, that they might not hand themfelves down to pofterityand to ftrangers in the bafe light which it feems to me their cowardice and ill conducthave deferved.

They pretend they have had the ufe of the Chinefe characters amongft them beforethe reign of Ding , one of their firft kings , according to their beft hiftorians, which,by computation , cannot be lefs than two thoufand years ; if fo, I infer they were oncebefore either conquered , or voluntary fu Ejects to that empire, becaufe the China laws,rites, cuftoms , character , &c. could have been neither of that antiquity , or fo entirelyand all at once introduced among them , as it was by their own teftimony ; betides*this agrees with the China chronicles, that mention about the fame time their empirewas in great glory , calling it a triumphant one, whofe limits extended as far as Siam .
therefor^
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therefore there is no reafon to believe, this neighbouring kingdom could have remained
umnolefted , fince it lies as a bar , juft in the way to hinder and obftruft their prog refs,
but rather that it was immediately incorporated with their empire.

Yet it may be, the Chinefe did not keep the country the firft time long under
fubjection , but left them on the invafion of the Tartars , or on fome other motives,
fo that after their departure Ding was King. Now, whether they made him fo, or
whether he ufurped the regality , by the affiftance of great numbers of vagabonds , and
other fcum of the nation, is differently delivered . They fay that King Ding had
enjoyed the fceptre but a fmall time, before the great ones murmured againft him;
the malcontents finding the common people difobedient, whofe affections, whether he
had loft by cruel and harfh ufage, or that they difdained to be any longer fubject to
their contryman , as it commonly falls out with people accuftomed to fervitude , to be
incapable of ufing well their new recovered liberty, ( with other occult motives and
malignant influences that caufed the effects of thofe diffractions,) they fell into open
rebellion , and took arms againft Ding , whom they murdered ; whereon enfued bloody
civil wars for many years, till being weary, they chofe by general confent, a puiffant
Prince of theirs, called Leedayhang , for their King.

In his reign , they fay the Chinefe invaded the country , not mentioning for what
reafon ; probably they were Chinefe rebels that fled thence , and that this people fought
many battles againft them with good fuccefs. Yet , in the height of this war Leedayhang
dying , whether in battle or otherwife is uncertain , left to his fucceffor Libatvie, a
politic and valiant Prince , the profecution thereof , which he carried on with no lefs
valour than profperity ; for having encountered and routed the Chinefe in fix or feven
battles , he reftored peace and tranquillity to the whole kingdom , and built that large
and magnificent palace of marble , which is now through age fo decayed that
nothing but the gates and fome of the walls of that fumptuous ftructure remain.

They fay, that after this King, his pofterity poffeffed the crown to the fourth or
fixth generation fucceffively, and ruled in great profperity ; but the laft left the fuccef-
lion to a daughter, ' having no heir male, which Princefs-coming to the crown, married
a powerful lord of the family of Tran , who ruled with her jointly but few months ; for
another of their grandees , called Hue rebelled againft them, and having vanquilhed
them in battle put them to death , and afcended the throne himfelf.

He governed not long, for the people confpired againft him ; for what caufe I cannot
find : it may be fufpeQed, that he ufed bad means for the maintaining of his unjuft
poffeflions ; and having called the Chinefe to their affiftance, they killed the ufurper,
and withal loft their own freedom , for the Chinefe fhewed themfelves true auxiliaries,
in feizing the whole kingdom for a reward of their labour and victory.

A Chinefe viceroy or general was then ordered over this people, to govern them as
formerly , which continued for the fpace of fixteen years, when they began to be weary
of the Chinefe oppreffions and infolence, and withal commemorating their former
condition , they refolved unanimoufiy to endeavour to free themfelves from the Chinefe
yoke , and accordingly took arms under the leading of a valiant captain, by name
Lee , and fought with the Chinefe, and routed them in feveral battles , killing many
of them , with their viceroy or general Luetang ; which difafter, with the charges of
the war abroad and civil commotions at home, and the fmall profit this country yielded,
were perhaps the motives why the China Emperor Humcew thought convenient to
quit it again, which is now about four hundred and fifty years ago. Having therefore
impofed on them certain conditions , and taken fecurity for their faithful preformance,
viz . to come every three years, once to the imperial city, Pekin , with feveral prefents.
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which they call tribute , and to do homage to the Emperor , in acknowledgement
that they hold this their kingdom and liberty of his mere grace and bounty , he with¬
drew his troops from Tonqueen ; and thefe conditions are punctually obferved to this
very day*

Among the prefents , they are to carry images of gold and fxlver, made in the
pofture of criminals , .denoting that they are fuch to the China empire, for the murder
of Luetang the aforefaid General , and that they are to remain evermore , fupplicants
to that court for the faid offence. The Kings of Tonqueen have likewife their choap

or feal from the Chinefe Emperor , as a mark of their dependency . And though this

formality be a mere piece of Chinefe vanity, yet they make no little ado about it.
This year ( 1683) came here an ambaffador from the imperial court of Pekin , to bring
the title for a Bova, that had been inaugurated above eight or nine years before ; he

was received with all the pomp and magnificence that the general could devife, or was
capable to put in practice , and that not out of love, but mere oftentation, .to fiiew
the Tartars his grandeur and puiffance. They had prefented to their view a great:
number of foldiers, richly clothed in Englifh and Dutch manufactures , moil of their
elephants and cavalry in their bell furniture , gilded gallies, &c. But for all this, the
ambaffador did not deign to vifit his Highnefs ; as indeed no ambaffadors of that empire
ever do, making of him no other account than as a plebiau ufurper , obfcure in com-
parifon of their emperors.

But to return : the Chinefe having thus forfaken the country , Lee was proclaimed
King , who reigned feveral years, and his family enjoyed the fceptre afterwards uninter¬
rupted , for the fpace of above two hundred years, and then Mack ufurped the crown.
This man was of a low and vile original , born about Batlhan , a fiiher village, at the
river ’s mouth , where the European Ihips enter it : he was a wreftler by profeflion, and
fo dextrous therein , that he raifed himfelf to the degree of a mandareen , or lord . But
his ambition, that afpired higher , could not be fatisfied with any other condition , but

the fovereignty itfelf, and accordingly he confpired againft the King, and effected his

defign rather by crafty praftices and ftratagems than force.
Having thus ufurped the crown , he fortified Batlhan and other places, becaufe of

his many enemies, efpecially of Hoawing , a mighty and powerful Prince , in the province
of Tingiva , of whom he inoft flood in fear, fince he was in open defiance of the
ufurper . This Hoawing married his daughter to Hoatrin , a man of fingular ftrength
and valour , who had been formerly a notorious robber , and made him general of his
forces , and when he died, left him the guardianfhip and tuition of his only fon, at

that time,about fourteen or fifteen years of age . Hoatrin having gotten the forces of

his deceafed father -in-law at his devotion, made open war againft Mack , and after
many petty encounters , with various fuccefs, at laft overcame him. The ufurper

finding himfelf reduced to a nonplus , was neceffitated to fly for his fecurity to Cabury,
a kingdom on the frontier of China, and fubjecb to this King, formerly inhabited by a
kind of wild people. But Hoatrin came immediately after the victory of Cocha, the

metropolis , and having firft demolilhed the fortifications of Mack, he made proclama¬
tion , if there was any heir male of the houfe of Lee, he might freely difcover himfelf,

promifing to place him on the throne of his anceftors, . and protefted he had taken
arms for that end ; and accordingly^ when a youth of the houfe of Lee was brought
to him, he expreffed much joy , placed him on the throne with abundance of readinefs,
and owned him his fovereign, ordering every one to pay obedience to Lee, lawful King*
of Tonqueen , &c., and for himfelf he referved the title of Chova, or general of all the
forces. This was to the infinite difcontentment of his pupil the young Hoawing , who
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did not dream but that his brother -in-law, would have converted all the effects of his
father ’s forces and army , with the profperous fuccefs thereof , to his particular ufe,greatnefs , and advancement , by excluding the orphan ; but he was deceived in hisaccount ; for Hoatrin having previoufly made the requifite provifion for the fettlement
of the government , he fent a peremptory letter to his brother -in-law, requiring hisobedience to this Prince of the houfe of Lee , or by default, to declare him a rebel
and open enemy to the ftate. This occafioned a civil war and a rent in the kingdomof Tonqueen ; for young Hoawing , although he was not againft Lee , yet could henot endure to think that Tring Ihould make himfelf general , efteeming that place more
juftly to belong to him : but finding he was too weak to refill the power of Tring,and to remain fo near as Tingwa is to the city of Cacho, he thought it the fafell wayto retire to Cochin-China, where he was joyfully received by thofe governors andfoldiers, who immediately defied him,Chova, or general , to Lee , their lawful Bova,or king , proclaiming Tring a traitor and rebel ; fo that ever fince, now above twohundred and twenty years, this kingdom has remained divided under two lieutenant-
generals , with royal authority ; both own Lee as King and ruler , according to theirantient laws, cuftoms and rights , but are mortal enemies, and wage continual waragainft each other.

I return now to Tring , and fee why as viflor he did not afcend the throne , andtake upon him the name and title of a ,King. Certainly it was not for want of ambi¬
tion, or altogether out of modefty and fenfe of juftice , that he did not accept of anyhigher title than that of general j but it was in confideration of two very fpeciousreafons : for Ihould he aflume the crown and royal title to himfelf, he would be re¬
garded as an ufurper , and expofe himfelf to the general hate and envy of the natives,and more efpecially to the perfecution of Hoawing , who would be able, under the moiljuft and plaufible pretexts , to work his ruin and extirpation . The other motive was
his apprehenfion , that the Chinefe Emperor ihould be againft him, as knowing hewas a ftranger to the royal race of the Kings of Tonqueen ; whereby Tring wouldinvolve himfelf in a torrent of troubles , and be, probably , the caufe of his own per¬dition ; therefore he thought it was the fecureft way to fet up a Prince of the houfe ofLee , with only the bare name of King, and referve the royal power for himfelf ; and
indeed all that belongs to the fovereign refides in the Chova, for he may make war orpeace as he thinks fit, he makes and abrogates laws, pardons and condemns criminals,he creates and depofes magiftrates and military officers, he impofes taxes, and orders

' fines, according to his pleafure ; all ftrangers make their application to him, exceptthe ambaffadors of China ; and in a word his authority is not only royal , but abfolute
and unlimited ; wherefore the Europeans call him the King, and the true King iscalled for diftin&ion’s fake, the Emperor ; whilft the Bova or King is ftiut up in hispalace, attended by none but fpies of the Chova ; neither is he permitted to ftir abroadmore than once a year, and that on the great folemnity of their annual facrifices, See.
As  for the reft, he ferves only to cry amen to all that the general doth, and to con¬firm for formalities fake, with his choap, all the a£ts and decrees of the other ; to
conteft with him the leaft matter would not be fafe for him ; and though the peoplerefpect the Bova, yet they fear the Chova much more, who is moft flattered becaufe of -his power.

The general ’s place is like the King ’s, hereditary , the eldeft fon fucceeds the father;yet often the ambition of the brothers has occafioned commotions and civil broils,
aiming to fupplant each other ; therefore it is a common faying amongft them,that the death of a thoufand Bovas doth not endanger the country in the leaft j but when

the
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the Chova dies, every one’s mind is poffeffed with great tremors and heavy confterna-
tion , expecting fearful changes in ftate and government.

This kingdom is, properly , divided into fix provinces, not reckoning the country
of Cubang , and a fmall part of Bowes, which are maintained as conquered lands, that
people being of a different language and manner from the Tonqueenefe ; and five of
the fix provinces are governed by their particular governors , which at prefent are all
eunuchs , with ample power ; but he that rules in Giang , the frontiers of Cochin-
China , the fixth province , is a kind of viceroy, or lieutenant -general , and the militia
under him are not lefs in number than forty thoufand foldiers. His authority is in a
manner abfolute, from whom there is no appeal, except in cafes of high treafon, to
the fupreme court of the kingdom . This viceroy is ufually a perfon of great favour,
and much confided in by the general , who, to oblige him the more , marries either
his daughter or filler to him ; it would be of ill confequence to the whole kingdom,
efpecially to the general , if this man lhould revolt to Cochin-China.

In former times they had eunuchs to govern this province too, but fince the trick
the Cochin-Chinefe put on one of them , they have not placed there any more as go- ~
vernors in chief. The jefl was thus : the Cochin-Chinefe, who hate thefe kind of
creatures , and never employ any of them in bufinefs of importance , efpecially in the
militia, knowing the Capon-viceroy of that province was appointed generaliflimo for
the expedition in hand againft them , they fent him, in contempt , a breaft-piece of filk,
fuch as is worn by their women, for a prefent , defiring him to make ufe of it ; giving
thereby to underftand , that fuch a drefs and ornament better became him than either
to command foldiers or to govern provinces, &c. as approaching fo near the female fex.

The governors of provinces have for their feconds a Iiterado mandareen , or lawyer,
to aflift them in civil government and adminiftration of their laws, who fit with the
governors in public courts of juftice : befides this, each province has its feveral inferior
courts of judicature , and one among the reft that is independent of the governor ’s
authority , the judges whereof have their characters immediately of the fovereign court
of the Quan fo Lew, at Cacho.

In fmall controverfies of property , of grounds , houfes, debts, or the like, they pro¬
ceed thus : a man that has an action againft another gives his complaint in to onglhaw,
or the head of his aldea, who takes fome cognizance of the matter , and brings it be¬
fore the wean quan , head of twenty , thirty , or forty aldeas, or villages, where the
plaintiff and defendant are heard , and then fentence is given. But if one of the parties
be not content to Hand to this award , he appeals to the foe quan, head of eighty, one
hundred , or one hundred and fifty aldeas, where the matter is examined , with the
fentence of the wean quan, who, as he finds caufe, paffes his fentence. And in cafe
this does not fatisfy them , the fuit is brought before the provincial governor , where it
receives its final determination , without further appealing, provided the matter is of
no great importance , as I faid before ; but if the debt is confiderable , or the preten-
fions ample, &c. they may appeal from the governor to inga hean, a court as is noted
above, which the provincial governors have no jurifdi&ion over. In this tribunal a
tuncy , of the clafs of the firft literadoes, always prefides, and from thence the fuit
may be removed to the feveral courts of the city, if they are firmly refolved, by pro-
fecuting the law, to ruin each other ; and although the judges cannot hinder the partie*
appealing from one court to another , yet, if two different courts give the like fentence
on one and the fame caufe, then the court from which the appeal is made has the pri¬
vilege to infiicl fome corporal punilhment on the appellants, or fine them , as is or¬
dained by law.

4 s2  Criminal
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Criminal cafes, as theft , or the like matters , belong wholly to the governors of the-
province , who punifh immediately fmall offences ; but fuch as deferve death , their
fentences are fent to the general , to have his confent for the execution thereof.

The quarrels of the great ones Tome generally,to the city of Cacho ; but the names
of all the courts , and the precife methods of procefs, I:cannot exactly affirm. How- ,
ever , I think they begin with the-courts called Guan Key Dow, then an appeal lies to
Quan Gay Chue , and, in cafe of great moment , petition being made to the general,
he remits the caufe at laft for a revife to Quan fo Lew, who hold their affize in the
general ’s palace. The perfons who compofe this college are moft of them old litera-
does, reputed wife,, and fuch as have been prefidents of the chief courts of judicature,
and known , or at leafl fuppofed to be of great integrity and honefty , and exalted to
he principal minifters and counfellors of hate , on whofe care and prudence repofes the
whole weight of the civil government and laws of the kingdom.

Quarrels indifferently about ground , houfes, &c. in and about the city, belong to
the court called Quan fu Doven , where all fuch differences are decided ; but the party
may appeal to Quan gnue Suo, and thus fuccefllvely to Quan fo Lew, by way of
petition.

Rebellion and confpiracy againft the general , &c. falls under the cognizance of the
court of Quan fo Lew, and the governors of the city put their fentences or decrees in
execution , who are as much as prefidents of life and death of the city and its jurifdic-
tion ; but more immediately appertain to them all caufes of murder , theft , and other
like crimes, both to judge and punifh the offender without further appeal.

They are the rebels that come before the general with a wifp of ftraw in their mouths,
after they have made their peace and obtained pardon , to fhew that , by their difor-
derly life, they have made themfelves equal to brute hearts ; but not thofe guilty of
murder , as Taverniere is pleafed to aflert.

The Ghinefe laws are in ufe amongft them , which indeed may be confidered as
their civil and written law ; but the temporal edifts , ftatutes , and confutations of their
princes and chiefeft doctors , intermixed with their old euftoms, are of great eft force,,
and , in a manner , the whole directory of the government , and the rule of the people’s,
obedience ; all which are committed to writing , and digefted into feveral books, that
make at prefent their body of law ; and, to give this people their due, they fhew much
more good nature and honefty than the Ghinefe, or Ariftotle himfelf, in that refpedi,
where both their laws tolerate , nay, command the expofing of all maimed, deformed,
and female children , which are maxims that thefe people abhor as unnatural and
brutifh.

With no lefs difdain they rejett that law of their, neighbours which encourageth the
moft; execrable and abominable vice, not fit to be named . Queftionlefs their primitive
legiflators were wife and good-intentioned politicians : but how commendable foever
thofe inftitutions were, yet the mifery of human imperfections , degeneracy by length
of time, , multiplicity of lawyers, together with the daily increafe of other petty officers,
have brought juftice now to that corruption, , that for money moft crimes will be ab- '
folved, fince there are few of their judges but what are fubje£t to bribes.

Juftice thus betrayed and perverted , even by its officers, has brought the country
into much diforders, .and the people under great oppreflions, fo as to be involved into a
thoufand miferies ; and woe be to a ftranger that falls;into the labyrinths of their laws,
efpecially into the clutches - of their eapon-mandareens , to be judges of his particular
affairs ; for to them it commonly happens in the like cafes that matters are referred,
and he muft look for nothing lefs than the ruia of his purfe, . and be glad if he efcapesi a without
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without being bereaved of his fenfes too ; whereof I could alledge many examples of
my own knowledge , to my woeful experience , were it to the purpofe.

Having thus amply fpoken of their laws and their manner of proceeding therein,
it remains now to confider the other date column as it (lands at prefent , their policy,
in which is very remarkable their great veneration for the family of their lawful Kings,
whofe title, though an empty one, is ufed in all their writings . The Chovas are ex¬
ceedingly to be commended for their religious obferving their promifes, to maintain
both the royal flock , and the laws and conditutions of the land, and to innovate no¬
thing therein , though repugnant to the filtered of their ufurped power.

To 1his is owing chiefly that we fee the heir of the crown permitted to live after he
is dripped of his rights and royal authority ; a thing , I believe, that has no where an
example , and is not to be found in the hiflories of any other nations, and may found
like a drange paradox in the ears of the politicians of other countries . Nor is it alto¬
gether the fear of China that ties the general ’s hands fo as not to be able to indigate
him againd the King, nor ignorance of the power of thofe temptations which generally
the ludre of a diadem infpires in the minds even of fuch as have no reafon to pretend
to it ; nor are they drangers to the practices of other oriental monarchs , who retain
their pofleflions by what means foever they acquire them , though it be by the per-
verfion of juflice and honedy , and the fubverfion and violation of all laws human and
divine.

But in truth , we may fay, thefe generals were moderate , and that of thofe qualities
proper to tyrants , as ambition , covetoufnefs, and cruelty , this lad was never found
predominant in them •, whereof their brothers , who are often entruded with important
employs, as governors of provinces , the conduct of armies, &c. are both convincing
proofs and manifed arguments . They are, in fhort , too generous to follow the
maxim of killing them for their own imaginary fecurity.

Gne prince indeed I knew who was poifoned by order of his brother the general |
but the neceflity, if one may fo fay, was fo urgent , that there was no. other way in
that exigency to preferve his own life, as it will be noted in the next chapter.

Their method of promoting fcholars to their feveral degrees , which I have already
mentioned , is both regular and jud , and a great encouragement to learning and the
well-deferving therein.

The often removing their mandareens from their government is good prudence , to
prevent plots and confpiracies j but as there is no government but what has its defeft
as well as its perfection , fo this is not wanting in both qualities ; and it is certainly a
great weaknefs in their politics, as it is a needlefs charge to the public to maintain;
fuch a great army idle, as they do in time of peace, and mud needs be a mighty
burthen to the commonalty , who feel the weight mod.

The general is likewife fhort-in not making timely provifion for the great numbers
of his people, fince their daily increafe will make them too numerous and incapable
of living together , therefore it would be a good expedient to find fome outlet for thofe
fuperduous humours , for fear they might in time caufe fome violent convulfion in the
date , which perhaps might irretrievably overturn it. The lad famine, in particular,
fwept away two-thirds of the inhabitants , who, if they had. been employed againd the
Cochin -Chinefe, or fome other hodile countries , they might have dedroyed it witht
their very hands and teeth.

The over great confidence the general repofes in the capons, as it is a mean thing,;
fo it is contrary to good policy to tolerate fo much evil as they occafion in the date,
for the fmall and uniuft benefits which he receives by their means,

The
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The cuftom of felling mod offices indifferently to fuch as will pay mod for them,
not regarding condition or capacity of perfons, is certainly a foul merchandize , and a
bafenefe unbecoming the public , efpecially as to the officers of judicature ; for if they
buy their places dear , it is likely they will make the mod advantage thereof , at the
expence of right and judice.

Their militia, as it is alfo much more numerous than is required in a defenfive war
(which is a conduct that for feveral years they have thought it their intered to obferve),
or befitting peaceable times, fo it may prove of dangerous confequence if they fhould
be troublefome . Some years ago thefe foldiers mutinied , and had they then found
one to head them, it would have gone very hard with the general , who perhaps
might have experienced from them fome fuch infolences and devaflations as feveral
Roman emperors met with from their pretorians , and the Turks from their janiffaries.
He doth well to fhift them from place to place, and change often their commanders,
and to keep them in continual labour and action. But the word of all is, that the
captains of his militia are eunuchs , who, generally , are cowardly fellows ; and it is
thought their bufinefs has been the grand caufe of the many overthrows this nation has
received of the Cochin-Chinefe, and will be, as long as they are thus employed , al¬
ways a hindrance in the conqued of that fpot of ground which, in comparifon of
them , contains but a handful of men.

They trud more to their infantry than to their cavalry or elephants, by reafon the
country is low, fwampy, and full of rivers and brooks , which renders them of fmallfervice.

Their foldiers are good markfmen , and in that , I believe, inferior to few, and fur-
paffing mod nations in dexterity of handling and quicknefs of firing their mulkets.

Firelocks are not in ufe amongd them , but the bow is mightily in falhion, in which
they are expert to admiration.

In fine, they foon learn their exercife of arms , and are good proficients therein;
but to mount the great horfe is no more with them than the getting adride on a com¬
mon bead , which this country produces for the mod part fmall, yet very lively. *

Their elephants are trained up for war, and emboldened againd fome fort of fire¬
works and the noife of guns , as far as the nature of the creature is capable of. As
for artificial fire-works , they are rather ignorant than fkilful therein.

Their finances, or invention to bring in money to the general ’s coffers, over and
above his annual revenue , are,—by fale of mod offices in the kingdom ; by the fines
impofed on mandareens and tranfgreffors ; the tenths of all contrabands ; confiderable
/hares out of the edates of deceafed mandareens : but he is heir-general of the eunuchs,
or capons, and has in a manner all they leave : add to this his accidental revenue,
which comes in by drangers , merchants , &c. (which is more or lefs, according as
/hips and veffels come to trade in this part );  the poll or head money ; excifes on pro-
vifions, and impofitions on inland merchants ’ commodities, &c. ; fo that the general ’s
revenues mud needs amount to a very confiderable fum. But fince this money, for
the mod part , is taken from one to feed the other , the public wealth is nothing bet¬
tered thereby , but rather the worfe, forafmuch as it is the fweat and blood of the in-
audrious , which the lazy and idle often fpend mod prodigally and profufely ; alfo for
that the oppreffive taxes do not furceafe thereby ; which (together with their proceed¬
ings in matters of commerce , which they hold in fcorn as much as they delpife the
traders , neglecting the great convenience they have thereby to render their country
rich and flourilhing, which is the dudy of all well-governed nations throughout the
world ) renders them in the main but a poor and miferable people.

6 I have
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I have noted this more particularly in the chapter treating .about the trade , &c. ofthe kingdom ; fo referring thereto , I {hall proceed next to give fome account of thegeneral and his grandees and court.

CHAP . XII . Of the General of Tonqueen, his Family, Officers, and Court.
BY what hath been faid in the foregoing chapter , it may eafily be underftood howfar the authority of the Bova of Tonqueen extends , and that the general has really thehelm in hand ; let us then confider him as the fpirit and life of this ftate. His poweris l:ke that of raoft eaftern Kings, monarchical m excefs, yet not fo tyrannical asmany of them , fince they ever had their laws and old cuftoms m great veneration, and

comported their actions agreeable thereto . . , ,The orefent general is the fourth of the houfe of bring , in a direct line, that has,as one may fay, fwayed the fceptre over this people. His family was eftablifhed inthe government as foon as Mack the ufurper was fuppreffed, and then laid the found¬
ation of their prefent greatnefs . He is aged fifty-three years, ^and is a lharp fubtilePolitician, but of an infirm conftitution . He fucceeded his father m the year i68s,with whom he reigned jointly feveral years . He had three fans ,and-as many daughtersbv fundry concubines, but his eldeft and youngeft fans dying, the fecond juft on hisgrandfather ’s deceafe, fell mad or diftrafted , but is now.,recovered , and has the title
of Chu -ta that is, young general (the ufual title of the eldeft furviving fon) , who keepshis court feparate, and almoft as magnificent as his father * has .his mandareens , fer-
vants and officers of the fame denomination , only that in precedency they give placeto thole of the father ; but as foon as the prince fucceeds the general , then his fervants
take place of the others , very few excepted , who often, for their wifdom and expe¬rience keep their former ftations.

If the general marries , which feldom happens but . in their latter years, when thereare little hopes of iffue by the perfon, this lady, as wife, , is chief of all his women, andbis the name and title of Mother of the Land , becaufe of her extraftion , which is al-
wavs roval - hut concubines he takes early, and fometimes before eighteen ; .the"number not ’limited ; fometimes three hundred , often five hundred and more , if he
tdeafes • for it is an honour to excel therein ; and in the choice of them their beautyis not fo much regarded as their art and -{kill in fingmg and dancing, and playing onfical inftrument , and to have the wit to divert the general with diverfity of pleafingf rts Of thefe ffie that proves mother of the firft fon is honoured , as foon as herfon is'declared heir apparent , with the name and title of true and legitimate,wife, andthough not quite fo much refpected , yet far better , beloved than the former : the reftof the concubines that have children by him are called ducha , or excellent woman ;his male children , the eldeft excepted , are faluted with the appellation duc-ang, i, e.excellent perfon , or man ; the daughters are called batua, which is as much as tofav nrincefs with us ; the like titles have his brothers and fibers but not -their chd.
firen nor his grand -children , except, thofe defcending from .his eldeft fon.For his own children queftionlefs he provides well, but his fifters and brothers muftbp mntent with fuch revenues as he is pleafed to allow them out or the public , which,decreafes in their family as it declines and grows remote from his blood, fo that thofeof the fourth and fifth defcent can expert no fuch provifion. . .

The orefent general has many brothers and fifters, but he as not over kind to them,which I take to proceed from his fufpicious temper and weakly conftitution . Moft of
his predeceffors were otherwife inclined ; they admitted their brothers to public affairs,
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and conferred on them the titles and power of generals , field marfhals and provincial
governors , with the trail ; of numbers of foldiers, always employing them in honour¬
able charges , and fuch as became the general ’s brothers.

As I faid before , I could never hear of more than one example among!! them , of
tilling a brother in cool blood, and is that of the late deceafed general again!! Prince
Chechening ; which , all circumltances confidered , can hardly be termed cruelty . The
hiftory runs thus :—

This Chechening was fecond brother to the deceafed general , a prince endued with
many heroic virtues ; his liberality, generality and courteous difpofition, made him
popular , and fo beloved among the foldiers that they would call him their father . A
prudent captain he was, and no lefs eminent in valour , for having given the Cochin-
Chinefe feveral overthrows , he was fo extremely redoubted , that they called him the
Lightning of Tonqueen . His fame thus daily increafing both abroad and at home , it
at length drove him on the rocks and precipices of his brother ’s envy and jealoufy,
which the good Prince perceiving, endeavoured to remove ; humbly telling him, he
would do nothing but what he Ihould order ; and that the good fuccefs he had in arms
proceeded wholly from his wife and prudent direction , protefting and folemnly fwear¬
ing , he never did nor would undertake any thing that might in the leall be prejudicial
to him ; and that if the foldiers or rabble Ihould dare to offer him his place, he
%vould not only refufe and abhor it, but punilh alfo molt feverely the movers of fuch
propofitions . , .

This declaration gave for the prefent fome feeming content and fatisfaction to the
general ; but a few years after , whether the ground was the envy and jealoufy aforefaid
or that he had done fomewhat that could be mifconltrued or fui peeled, or was falfely
accufed , or whatfoever elfe the matter was, for it is differently reported , the general
fent for him and part of his army from the frontiers of Cochin-China . In obedience
to this command , he came to court , where by order of the general , he was imme¬
diately clapped in irons, and confined to a certain clofe prifon near the palace.

In this condition he continued feveral years, by which it feems his faults were not capi¬
tal , or at leall nothing could be proved againlt him to take away his life ; but in the
interim , as fate would have it, about the year 1672 , the foldiers that were in the city
of Chacha , a great number , no lefs than 40,000 meeting all at once, and filling every
corner thereof with fear and tumultuous noifes, and driving out thereby its vulgar to
their feveral aldeas, came with fad exclamations to the palace gate , yet had fo mufch reve¬
rence as not to enter : they brought no arms but their hands and tongues , rudely
bawling forth their random thoughts againll the general in opprobrious language , re¬
proaching his ungratefulnefs towards them, and prodigality to his women, whom he
permitted to fquander and walte the treafure of the land, while they were ready to
perilh in want and mifery, as if he purpofely defigned their deltruction and confufion
by the moll uneafy and infupportable methods of famine and nakednefs ; magnifying
their own deferts in his fervice, threatening to take fome fevere courfe, if he did not
enlarge their pay, and dillribute fome money among them committing the meanwhile
a thoufand infolent enormities , hovering round the palace, and encamping at the
feveral avenues thereof , as if they intended to befiege the general therein ; and m
effett none could go out or in without their commiffion.

In this extremity and llreight , the general confulted with the Quan fo Lew, and other
privy counfellors what to do. One of them , a great literado, was of opinion, it was
bell to grant the foldiers their defires, which being moderate they might eafily be ap¬
pealed , alledging that to quell the country people, when rebellious, it was cuftomary



THE KINGDOM OF TONQUEEN. 689

to ufe the foldiers : but to quiet the mutinous foldiers, money was the only expedient:
but another literado , by name Ong Trungdume , of great fame for hiswifdom, and in high
refpect for his dignity, of a violent refolute nature , oppofed the firft opinion, (faying it
was imprudent , and of pernicious confequence to indulge a company of mutinous fellows
too far ; adding that it was much the better remedy to feize fome of the ring-leaders,
and put them to death , which would amaze and aftonilh the reft , as to make them
fhift for their fafety and fecurity. The general inclined moft to this laft advice* for
love of his money, yet was doubtful in his refolution. The foldiers having their fpies
in the palace, as he had his among them , had prefently notice of what paffed, which fo
incenfed them againft Trungdume , that watching the time of his coming forth the
palace to go home, they immediately feized him, and treated him in the cruel and bar¬
barous manner an enraged multitude could invent ; for having inhumanly bruifed
and beaten him with their lifts, knees, elbows, knobs of their fans, &c. they trampled
the breath out of his body with their feet, and then dead as he was, they drew him
ignominioully through the ftreet to the fandy illand near the arfenal, where they tore
and cut his body into fmall pieces. This audacious cruelty , together with other noto¬
rious affronts put on feve'ral mandareens at the fame time, plunged the general and his
courtiers in divers deep perplexities , and filled them with mortal fears, in fomuch that
moft began to creep in holes and corners to avoid the rage of this terrible tempeft,
leaving their mailer in a manner defolate.

The difcreeteft among the foldiers, finding that they had paffed the Rubicon , thought
there was no retiring , and therefore advifed their companions to provide themfelves
with a head who might guide and order their irregular and tumultuous proceedings, >
propofing Prince Chechening as fit for the purpofe ; to which they unanimoufly con-
fented, and would have fetched him out of prifon that inftant , and proclaimed him gene¬
ral , but that the night , which was already come on, hindered the enterprize , and
caufed them to defer it to next morning ; buc the general having item of their intentions,
prepared with his own hands a dofe for Prince Chechening , and fent it him in the dead
of the night , by a trufty eunuch , with order that he ihould drink all the potion.
The capon, as foon as he came to the prince, after he had made four fombeys, delivered
his errand , and the general ’s prefent , which the Prince prefently gueffed to be what
it was ; but what he faid is not well known , only that he made four fombeys toward
the general’s palace, and then took off the draught , and in few hours after died. This
was the end of Prince Chechening , whofe virtue was his greateft crime, the foldiers*
unfeafonable love caufing his untimely death. The next morning he ordered a great
quantity of filver and copper calh to be given to the mutineers , quenching thereby in an
inftant the fire of this popular infurre &ion : but feveral of them perilhed afterwards,
few knew how.

It is time now to return from our digreflion, to take a view of the lords of the blood,
mandareens , he.  either civil magiftrates or military officers,  who at the time of their
abode in the city, go every morning early to court to wait on the Chova and Prince.
The Bovais complimented on the ill and 15th of every moon by them, in their violet
or blue garb, with caps of their own callico manufactures , in which they are obliged
to clothe their retinue . The Chova receives them in great ftate, fitting at a great dif-
tance uncovered , for the more pomp (unlefs on fome folemnity) his numerous lifeguard
in arms in the palace yard , furrounded by many capon fervants, who carry his order
and commifiions to the mandareens , and bring their anfwers, or , according to their
method of fpeaking, fupplications, which they deliver to him on their knees . In fine,
at this time moft ftate matters are here handled and difpatched ; the a£ts and refolu-

voii . ix . 4 T tion®
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dons of the Quart fo Lew, or filpreme court (whofe feffions is in this palace) is pro
lented to him, to have his approbation thereon . The Prince likewife has his TolicitorS
near the general (for he himfelf comes hardly once in a moon to court ), who gives him
notice of all that paffes, that he may regulate his proceedings accordingly . No bufinefe
of requefts or petitions Hide in this court except it be greafed with prefents and gifts
anfwerable to the import of affairs.

It is a goodly fight to fee fuch a crowd of lords, and how every thing is carried here
with that decency and decorum that ftrikes an awe in every beholder , and would
have really much majelty in it, if they would difpenfe with or abrogate that flavifh
cuftom of going barefoot . The general indulges his mandareens much , treating them
with refpedt and tendernefs as to their lives, which are feldom in danger , but for treafon
for other offences they are fined or difgraced, by being turned out of employ, or ba-nifhed the court.

When any mandareen intercedes for their friends or kindred that have offended,
they come covered before the general ; then putting off their caps, they fombey
four times, a way of reverence or rather adoration , which confifts in falling firft oil
their knees, then touching the ground with their bodies, after the Cdiinefe mode, they
requeft his highnefs to pardon the crime, and impute the fault to the interceffor, who is
ready by the fign of Handing bare, which on fuch like occafions intimates the condition
of a criminal , to undergo fuch punilhment as the Prince fhall pleafe to inflict on him.

About 8 o’clock the general withdraws from the audience palace, and the lords, &c.
retire from court , all but the captain of the guards , with fome that have offices at court,
who are capons, of which a great number being young , are menial fervants, who
with the domeftic maids are only permitted to enter his privy apartments and feraglio ofwomen and concubines.

Of thefe capons, a pelt of mankind , the parafites, fycophants, and perverters of
thefe Princes , there are no lefs than 4 or 500 belonging to the court , who are ufualiy
fo proud , imperious and unreafonable , as makes them not lefs hateful and abhorred
than feared by the whole nation ; however, the Prince confides moft in them , both for
domeftic and ftate matters ; for after they have ferved 7 or 8 years in the inner court,
thep are raffed gradually to public adminiftrationsand dignities, fo as to be graced with
the moft honourable titles of provincial governors , and military prefects ; while feveral
of the more deferving, both of the military officers and the claffes of the literadoes,
are neglected and fuffer for want. But it is certain, the general refpecfs his own pre-
fent profit (whatfoever the confequence may be) in the advancing them, for when they
die, the riches they have accumulated by foul practices, rapine and extortion , fall in a
manner all to the general as next heir ; and though their parents are living, yet in regard
they contributed nothing to their well being in the world, but to geld them, to which
they were prompted by great indigence, and hopes of court preferment , therefore they
can pretend to no more than a few houfes and fmall fpots of ground , which alfo they
cannot enjoy but with the good liking and pleafure of the general.

However , not to detracf from truth , fome of thefe capons have been of extraordi¬
nary merit , and among them, more efpecially thefe three by name, Ong -Ja-Tu -Lea,
Ong -Ja-Ta-Foe-Bay, and Ong-Ja-How-Foe-Tack ; thefe were indeed the delight of
Tonqueen ; but they were fuch as loft their genitals by chance, having had them bit
off either by a hog or dog. Thefe fort of capons are by the fuperftitious Ton-
queenefe, believed to be deftined to great preferments and eminence.

The laft of thefe is yet living, and at prefent governor of Hein , and the largeft pro¬
vince in the country , admiral of all .the fea forces, and principal minifter for the

affairs
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affairs of ftrangers ; a prudent captain, a wife governor , and an uncorrupted judge,
which renders him admirable to thefe' heathens, and a Ihame to many Chri Ilians, who,
though they are bleft with the light of the gofpel, rarely arrive at that height of excel-

dence , as to know how to be great , good, and poor at once.
Remarkable is what they relate of Ong-Ja-Tu -Lea, famous for his lharp brain , and

prodigious parts, and no lefs for his fudden rife, as ftrange and tragical fall ; whofe
hiftory take as follows : —

In the minority of the houfe of Tring (that is to fay, before it was firmly eflablilhed
in the government, ) the then reigning general having great neceffity for fome able
It ate fmen, on  whom he might disburden fome part of his weighty affairs, and being
afflicted with continual perplexities on this head, he chanced to dream that he fhould
meet a man the next morning , whom he could trull and employ 5 and as it happened,
the firll man that came to the court in the morning was this Tu -Lea, wffio agreeing,
exactly with the imaginary picture of his dream, both in proportion , llature and
phyfiognomy , the general conferred with him ; and after lome difcourfe found him
of great ability, and exactly acquainted with their arcana imperii;  whereupon he
raifed him immediately, and in a little while augmented his authority fo greatly , that
there was hardly any difference between the mailer and the fervant, but if any, Tu-
Lea was more refpedled, courted and feared than the general himfelf. Whether this
was the caufe of his difpleafure againft him, or that this mulhroom (raifed in.a night ) ,
forgetting his obligation, prompted by ambitious ingratitude , and blinded by his
overmuch proiperity , did confpire really to deltroy his mailer , and to alfume the
place himfelf (as the common bruit was), or that this was merely a pretence to colour
the general’s jealoufy of his overgrown greatnefs, I will not determine ; but to be brief,
he was by the general ’s order torn in pieces by four horfes, his body and difmembered
limbs cut in pieces, and then burnt , and the allies thrown into the river.

Every year, about the latter end of our January , which falls out about their laft
moon, all the mandareens , officers and military men are fvvorn to be faithful to the
King and general , and that they lhall not conceal treafonable machinations againft
their perfons, on forfeiture of their lives. The mandareens take the like oath of their
wives, fervants and domellics. He that reveals high treafon, has at moll but thirty
dollars, and a fmall employ for a reward , which is far fhort of our author ’s multi¬
plication.

They have annual mufters for the levy of foldiers through the whole kingdom ; in
which choice they greatly refpefl the tallnefs of perfons. Thofe of extraordinary
height are allotted to be of thegeneral ’s life guard , the others are difpofed of according
to occafions.

All thofe that have any degree in learning and handicrafts-men are exempt from
this muller . How they proceed with deferters I cannot affirm ; but am certain the
Tonqueenefe know not what hanging means ; their way is to behead them ; only
thofe of the royal blood are ftrangled . I mult needs fay they are neither cruel nor
exquisite in thefe inventions.

As for ftrangers they employ none, thinking none fo wife as themfelves ; however,
when I came from Siam, I was examined about the affairs of that kingdom and Cochin-
China , and concerning my voyage in the Tonqueen fing-ja, and whether thofe boats
might be able to transport foldiers through the high feas •, to which I anfwered as I
thought fit. Then I was queltioned how, if the general fliould give me the command
of two or three hundred foldiers to be employed againft Cochin-China ? To which I
replied, I was by profeffion a merchant , confequently ignorant of martial affairs, and

4 T 2 therefore
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therefore incapable of ferving his highnefs in that refpect ; which excufe and refufal,
though it ferved for that time, yet it operated againft me when I was accufed by
the Chinefe.

With the nobility of this country, as I have hinted elfewhere, and acquainted you
that nobility only defcends to the pofterity of the King and general , and that only to
the third degree ; but the reft as they obtained it by arms, learning, or money, fo it
is but durante vita . By the firft means few are raifed, by the fecond fome, but the
third is the true loadftone which attracts moft favour.

The general ’s court ftands in Cacho, almoft in the midft of the city : it is very fpacious
and walled about ; within and without built full of low fmall houfes for the conveni-
ency of the foldiers : within they are two ftories high moft open for air. The gates
are large and ftately, all of iron work , as indeed the greateft part of the palace is. His
own and women’s apartments are ftately and coftly edifices, fet forth with carved,
gilded and lacquer work . In the firft plain of the court are the ftables for his biggeft
elephants and belt horfes ; on the hinder part are many parks , groves , walks, harbours,
fifh-ponds, and whatfoever elfe the country can afford for his pleafure or recreation,
fince he feldom ftirs out.

CHAP . XIII . — That there is nofuch Manner of Coronation and Inthronization of their
Kings as is related by  M. Taverniere.

AS our author is moft erroneous throughout his book , fo this his thirteenth chapter
is in a manner one entire error ; for how diligent foever I was to enquire of their
learned men, and other perfons of quality, I could not find that they ufed the folem-
nity of inthroning or coronation of their Kings, with fuch pomp and magnificence, or
any thing like it, as he relates ; nay, fcarce that they obferve any ceremony at all.

They told me that fuch external gallantries and all oftentations were contrary to
their cuftoms and practice : for when their King or general dies, all public Ihews
whatever that exprefs mirth or demonftrate any magnificence, or have any fign of
glory , fo much as the wearing gold, filver, or gaudy cloaths, are not only forbidden
throughout the whole kingdom , but reckoned very fcandalous to be ufed. Neither
muft a courtier , during the time of his mourning for his Prince , appear in rich furni¬
ture himfelf, or in his horfe, elephants, palankeens, hammocks , &c. ; but the worft,
coarfeft, and meaneft habiliments they can invent are accounted the propereft , efpecially
for the higheft dignified and neareft of blood, with manyother nice obfervations whereof
more amply in due place.

All the ceremony they ufe on thefe occafions, confifts only to fombey, and prefent
the Prince fo fucceeding, who entertains the complimentors of note with meat , yet
not with the ufual court fplendor or merriment , by reafon of his mourning for his
predeceffor. But was it ufual with them to advance their King (who at prefent has no
intereft in the ftatej with fo much grandeur and ftate to the throne , queftionlefs they
would have fome degrees of honour likewife for the general when he affumes his
dignity ; fince his power and authority , though intruded , controls all, and that on all
occafions he is moft refpefted and obferved.

In 1682, when I arrived here from Siam the old general was newly deceafed : his
heir made no noife at all when he fucceeded ; nay he carried himfelf fo private therein,
that none abroad heard of court matters , or perceived the leaft alteration of govern¬
ment whatfoever ; neither would he receive the ufual honours from his own manda-
reens , or admit ftrangers to audience, either to condole his forrows, or to congratulate
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his advancement ; only their prefents were received. Thus , without any other form¬
ality, the general took poffeffion of his office ; and undoubtedly he would never
condefcend the King lhould exceed him in that kind , not only becaufe he is to bear
all fuch charges and expenees, but alfo for fear the other ffiould increafe too much in
reputation thereby.

Our author then is to be admired for relating things both unknown and contrary
to the cuftoms of this people : confidently affirming his brother was an eye witnefs of
that ingenious invented romance , on this occafion : for what are they elfe than fables,
to fay that , in this folemnity, all the artillery of the court walls were fired, when
there is not fo much as a great gun upon the walls, nor ever was, by relation ; that all
the foldiers were drawn thither from the frontiers , which is to open the gates of the
kingdom to the Cochin-Chinefe, who are always upon the watch for fuch an opportu¬
nity , to incorporate with their dominion the two adjoining provinces, which were
once ruled by the predeceffors of their Chova ; that they fwear fidelity to the King, and
that they will defend him and the country againft the Chinefe their inveterate enemies,
when as we have recounted they are tributary to the Chinefe empire, now in poffeffion
of the Tartars , whom they endeavour by all means imaginable not to offend, for fear
of lofing their country and freedom ; that the King’s liberality extends that day to
one million of panes of gold, which in filver amounts at lead: to one hundred and
fifty millions of crowns, a fum I am fure the whole kingdom can hardly mufter up
both in gold and filver, though he aims to perfuade the world that the King of
Tonqueen poffeffes the riches of Crcefus ; that the King makes orefents of money to
officers of unknown names, and officers never heard of in the country ; that he
bellows fo many panes of gold and filver on the conftable, meaning thereby the
general , from whom he receives all he has ; that the facrifices ffiould be fo large as
to contain that prodigious number of beads, whereby neceffarily the plough mult
ftand Hill, and the people be content to fall the whole year as to ffeffi.

After this epicurean banquet , together with what he mentions of the bonzes , fireworks,,
bird -nefts, colt’s fleffi, &c. impertinent contradictions and abfurdities, not worthy
regard : I mull confefs he notes fome things and paffages here proper to Siam, and
agreeable to the manners and conftitutions of that people, fo that he is only milkaken in
the application. What is to be faid of the King’s going out I will note in the next
chapter.

The ladies of quality, when they go abroad , are carried according to their feveral
degrees , either in clofe fedans or hammocks upon the ffioulders of men. Neither-
does this nation keep their women fo ItriCt from the fight of others , as the Moors and
Chinefe do.

The celebration of their nativity they obferve very punctually , from the Prince to
the meanefl, each to his ability and power, with fealling , mufic and other pallimes,.
fire works excepted ; in which they are very deficient, as I hinted before. They are
alfo prefented on the faid occafions by their kindred , friends and dependants, who
attend them to honour the folemnity.

As to the King’s liberality, who fent his fon and fucceffor a donative of a thoufand
panes of gold, intrinfic value, an hundred and fifty thoufand dollars, and five hun¬
dred bars of filver, above feven thoufand dollars at once, it is altogether impoflible j
becaufe the yearly revenue allowed him, comes to no more than eight thoufand dollars.
He errs likewife in his multiplication , making thofe panes of gold and bars of filver
to be only an hundred and. twenty thoufand livres.
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As to the King’s fucceffor, he himfelf is often ignorant which of his fons is to fucceed
him, if he has more than one ; and if but one, it is not certain that he fhall be King
after him, fince it lies in the general ’s breaft to name fuch an one as he likes bell,
provided he be of the royal ftock ; though he feldom puts by the next heir, unlefs it
be .for great reafons, and urgent political motives, &c.

'CHAP . XIV — Of the Ceremony of the King’s blefpMg the Country, mdgarly amongft them
called.  Bova-dee-yaw, or, according to their Characters , Can-Ja.

THE King feldom or never goes out to take his pleafure, but once a year he lhews
■himfelf in public (not reckoning when he is carried by the general on particular
occafions) on the folemnization of their grand ceremony , at the beginning of their
new year, on a particular chofen day ; for they believe fome to be good, others better,
-fome indifferent, others bad ; whereof they are fo fuperftitioufly obfervant as to under¬
take nothing of importance , without confulting firft mod ferioufly both their China
■almanacks and blind country diviners.

The King, general , and Prince , with moft of the mandareens of the court , on this
folemn occafion, go before break of day feverally to a place at thefouth end of the city
purpofely built for this occafion, with three gates different from their other pagodas ;
neither are there any images in the houfe. Here they ftay without in fundry apart¬
ments till day light : the King in the mean time is to wafh his body, and put on new
cloaths never worn before.

About eight of the clock a piece of ordnance is fired ; on which fignal the general,
Prince and Mandareens repair to the King, to do homage, though it extends as to the
general and Prince , no further than a bare point of formality. This compliment paffes
in filence, yet with much ftate and gravity on both fides : then immediately the fecond
fignal of a gun is heard ; whereupon the King is accompanied to the gates of the faid
houfe , which are all fliut,- whereat he knocks , and is by the door-keeper afked who
he is. He anfwers, the King, and they let him in ; but none may enter with him,
that Being contrary to their fuperftition. Thus he does three feveral times, till
he comes into the houfe, where he falls to his devotion and fupplications, having
kept a ftrict faft to his gods, after their mode ; which done, he feats himfelf in a gilt
chair placed in the yard of the faid houfe ; and having paufed a little, a plough with a
buffalo tied to it, in the fame manner as they ufe them for tilling the ground , is pre-
fented him, who holding it by the place ufually taken hold of when they work it, he

■bleffes the country , and teaches the people by this emblem, that none thou Id be afhamed
to be a hufbandman , and that the diligent, induftrious and provident , efpecially in
the culture of the ground , may certainly expeCt the enjoyment of their labour and
pains.

I am informed by fome, that , at the fame time, the ceremony of the cups is ufed ;
others again contradict that , and affirm it to be on the day of inilalling the new King.

Be it when it will, the manner is thus : on a bandefia or lacquered table Hands feveral
cups with prepared victuals in them ; and among the reft there is one with boiled white
rice, another with yellow rice, one with water, and one with herbs or greens : all thefe
cups are neatly covered with fine paper , and with (larch fattened thereon , fo that one
cannot be known from another . One of thefe the King takes at adventure , which is
immediately opened, and if he lights on the yellow rice, there is great rejoicing, becaufe
it portends (as they believe) plenty in the landif  on the white rice, a good harveft;

8 if
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IF water , an indifferent year ; but the herbs or greens is extreme bad, denoting great
mortality , famine and defolation ; and fo the reft of the cups every one hath its
particular fignification and augury , according to what their idolatry and fuperftition
dictates.

With this ends this grand ceremony ; and the third gun being fired, the King mounts
his open chair, covered with many umbrellas , and is carried on the fhoulders of eight
foldiers, as it were in proceffion, through feveral ftreets to his palace, accompanied
by many literadoes in the China vefts all on foot. He is likewife attended by a
handfome guard of the general ' s foldiers, fome elephants and horfes, under the
noife of drums , timbrels, fcalmay, copper bafons and hautboys, &c. ftandards and colours
flying.

As he palfes along he demonftrates his liberality to the poor fpeftators and aldea
people, by throwing caffi or copper coin amongft them. A while after the King, the
general follows riding on a ftately elephant , waited on by many Princes of his own,
and royal family, with moft of the military officers and civil magiftrates of the king¬
dom, richly attired and guarded by a detachment of three or four thoufand horfe, and.
about an hundred or an hundered and fifty elephants with fumptuous furniture , and an
infantry of no lefs than ten thoufand men, all fine and gallantly clothed with coats
and caps made of European manufactures , fo that he far exceeds the King in pomp
and magnificence. He comes a great part of the fame way the King did, till he arrives
at the ftreet that leads direCtly to his palace, where turning he leaves the other on his
march . The Prince brings up the rear of this cavalcade ; he has half the train of his
father , comes the fame way, but takes the neareft cut to his own palace.

CHAP . XV . — Of the Theckydaw, or purging the Country from all malevolent Spirits.',
THE theckydaw is obferved commonly once every year, efpecially if there be a great

mortality amongft the men, elephants or horfes of the general ’s ftables, or the cattle of
the country ; the caufe of which they attribute to the malicious fpirits of fuch men
as have been put to death for treafon, rebellion, and confpiring the death of the King,
general , or Princes , and in that revenge of the punifhment they have fuffered, they
are bent to deftroy every thing and commit horrible violence. To ' prevent which
their fuperftition has fuggefted to them the inftitution of this theckydaw , as a proper
mean to drive the devil away, and purge the country of evil fpirits. For the perform¬
ance of which the general confults and elefts a fit day, which commonly happens
about, the twenty-fifth of our February ; juft on the chaop’s re-aifuming new life and
vigour . When the needful orders are given for preparation , and that every thing
is got in readinefs, then the general , with moll of the Princes and other qualified
perfons of the land, repairs to the arfenal about eight o’clock in the morning of the
day appointed ; he either rides on an elephant or horfe, or elfe m a palankeen upon
wheels, which is pufhed forwards by Iufty fellows kept for that purpofe, and fhadowed
by many umbrellas. The guard that follows him is very numerous , not lefs than
fixteen or eighteen thoufand men, befides elephants and horfes, all let forth to the
bell advantage. The ftreets through which he palfes, are adorned with ftandards,
pendants , and armed foldiers, to hinder thepeople from opening either doors or windows,
for fear of finifter defigns and machinations, though ftrangers are fometimes permitted
to fee this ftately proceffion, if they will requeft it.

Being arrived at the arfenal, the mandareens go to their feveral pofts (which have
been kept for them by their foldiers) on the fandy ifland near the faid arfenal, which i$

heaped
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heaped up, and increafed yearly by the defcending waters from China, whofe rapid
and violent courfes do not only eat away much of the land in fome places, and call
it up again in others , but fpoil the river too : here , f fay, they build many flight
houfes with bamboos, and raife infinite tents to Ihelter them from the injuries of rain
and fun, and place their foldiers, foot, horfe, and elephants as it were in battle array,
with flying colours , ftandards and pendants , their ordnance placed on advantage,
the boats of war along the bank in good pofture , and every thing elfe in the method
of an exa& formidable army , noble and glorious to behold ; and is indeed a fliew that
would , above all others , fufliciently exprefs the power of the kingdom , were but
their courage proportionable to their conveniences, and their leaders men inftead of
capons ; for the number of infantry prefent on that occafion cannot be lefs than eighty
thoufand foldiers, well difciplined, expert either for fword, pike, mufket, aigenats, &c.
and the cavalry about five thoufand , with rich furniture , armed wfith bows, arrows,
fwords and guns : then there are about two hundred and fifty elephants trained up
for war, many of them fearlefs of fire and the noife of guns , having on their backs
a box or chair richly gilded and lacquered , and twro men in them with a kind of
carabines and lances ; and there are not lefs than three hundred pieces of artillery
ranged in proper order : nor do the lords, mandareens , commanders , &c. in their beft
garb of fine fcarlet, with gold buckles on the breaft , in manner as we wear our loops,
and a cap o f the faid cloth on their heads, make the lead part of this glorious fliew.
The foldiers of the general ’s life guards are flout lufty fellows, fome of prodigious
height , with caps and coats of the lame falhion and tabrick as thofe of the manda¬
reens , the gold loops excepted , and the cloth not altogether fo fine. The general ’s ten
horfes and fix elephants of ftate far outlhine the reft in fplendour , their furniture
being maffy gold and fcarlet, with an infinite number of ftandards , flags, pendants,
hautboys , drums , copper bafons, and all other forts of warlike mufic, and gallantry,
ranged promifcuoufly ; and the whole being attended with a vaft concourfe of people,
makes theifland very glorious and pleafant for that time.

Every thing being thus ready , three blows on a large drum are heard , keeping good
time between every ftroke , which founds almoft like the difcharge of a fmall piece of
ordnance : on this fignal the general comes from the arfenal to the place, where the
foldiers ftand in order , and enters the houfe prepared for him. In a while after, three
other ftrokes are given on a great copper bafon or gong , in the lame manner as on
the drum for diftance of time ; the general beginneth then to offer meat offerings to
the criminal devils and malevolent fpirits (for it is ufual and cuftomary likewife amongft
them to feaft the condemned before their execution ), inviting them to eat and drink,
when prefently he accufes them in a ftrange language , by characters and figures, &c.
of many offences and crimes committed by them, as to their having difquieted the land,
killed his elephants and horfes, &c., for all which they juftly deferve to be chaftifed
and banilhed the country . Whereupon three great guns are fired as the laft fignal;
upon which all the artillery and mufquets are difcharged , that , by their moil terrible
noife the devils may be driven away ; and they are fo blind as to believe for certain,
that they really and effeftually put them to flight.

At noon every one may feaft himfelf at his own coft, but the foldiers are fed with the
offered meat.

In the evening the general retires to his palace in the fame ftate with which he went
forth , much glorying that he has vanquilhed his enemies on fo eafy terms.

The Bova or King never appeareth in this folemnity ; perhaps tne general fufpefts
that the foldiers,’ if they Ihould be diffatisfied with him, might take the opportunity
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revolt and confirm the King the real and effential power which at prefect refides in
him, and therefore finds it unfafe that the King fhould be.then prefect ; but on journeys
in the country , be they but for two or three days ( if he makes any), and when he goes
to war , he never omits to carry the King along with him, not only to cloke all his
defigns with the royal name , but alfo to prevent any plots which in his abfence the
King might give into to his utter ruin , or by condefcenfion permit others to feize his royal
perfon , whereby they would authorife their pretenfions and gain fo much reputation as
might fubvert and confound both the general ’s greatnefs and govermhent.

They imagine our way of firing great guns to compliment friends , or the faluting
therewith each other ’s health , very ftrange and barbarous , becaufe contrary to their
cuftoms , fince they entertain only their enemies and the malicious devils with fuch a
noife as is related.

CHAP . XVI . *— Of the Funerals hi general

THE Tonqucenefe as they have a great horror at death , fo the conceit they have
thereof is not lefs fuperftitious ; for they believe that only the fpirits of young chil¬
dren are tranfmigrated into the bodies of other infants who are yet in the mother ’s
womb ; but all others come to be devils, or at lead fpirits that can do either good or
harm : and that they would wander up and down as poor vagabonds ready to perifh
for want and indigence if they were not affifted by their living kindred , or if they did
not fteal and commit violence to fubfift ; fo that death , in their eftimation, is the
ultimate and greateft mifery that can befal human nature . They note with incredible
care and exa&nefs the time, hour , and day (all which are diftinguifhed by feveral par¬
ticular names as, apes, cats, dogs, mice, &c.) , wherein a party dies ; which if it
happen at the like time in which his father , mother , or near relations were born , it
is reckoned very ominous and bad for his heirs and fucceffors, who therefore permit
not the corpfe to be interred till their conjurors and diviners advife them of a good
and aufpicious time for which they wait fometimes two or three years, fometimes lefs,
as their ' critical rights , and blind doftors ffiall direfl; them . The body is coffined the
meanwhile and kept in a particular place, and mult ftand no other ways than on four
ftakes erefted for that purp'ofe.

This nicety is only obferved among the rich, but others who do not die in this fcruple,
are buried within ten or fifteen days : but the longer the corpfe is kept , the more
expenfive it is, not only to the wife and children (who prefent him daily three times
with vi&uals, and keep always lamps and candles burning in the room, befides the
offering of incenfe, perfumes , and a quantity of gold and filver paper, fome made in
the fhape of gold and filver bars , others in the likenefs of horfes, elephants , tigers,
&c.) , but the reft of the kindred and relations are alfo obliged to contribute their feveral
lhares to the general feaft, but mod liberally at this time ; befides it is very toilfome
and a great deal of trouble both to the children and all that are of kin, to refort fo
often to the corpfe to felute and adore it, by proftrating themfelves four times on the
ground , and lamenting him three times a day at the hours of repaft , with endlefs other
ceremonies too tedious here to relate.

All that have means are very careful to provide their own coffin, when they are
well advanced in years in which they are extraordinary choice, both as to the thick-
nefs and goodnefs of the wood, as well as workmanlhip , and regard no expences to
have it to their fancies.

vol . ix . 4 u  They
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They obferve this diftinclion in the fexes : if a male die he is clothed with feven. of
his bell coats, if a female with nine. In the mouth of thofe of quality , are put fmall
pieces of gold and filver with fome feed pearl . This they fancy will not only render
him honourable in the other world , but prevent alfo want and indigence ; yet the
poorer fort ufe the fcrapings of their fingers and toes, believing that the mouth of the
deceafed being filled with this filth he cannot plague and torment his living relations.
Likewife fome will place on the coffin a cup of rice, which is fhifted every meal, and at
laft buried with the. corpfe.

They ufe no mails to fallen the lid to its coffin, but cement it with lacquer fo tight
as is really admirable , efteeming it a great injury to nail up the body of the deceafed.

When the fons accompany the corpfe they are clad for that day in very coarfe robes,
made of the refufe of filk, and caps of the fame fluff which' are tied with cords on
their heads ; they have ftaves in their hands to lean on for fear grief fhould caufe themto faint.

The wives and daughters of fafhion have a curtain very large held over their heads,
that they may not be feen, yet they are eafily heard by their moans and lamentations,
which are made viva voce,  and very loud . As the corpfe is carried through the ftreets,
the eldefl fon will lie down now and then on the ground , for the corpfe to pafs over
him (which in their opinion is the greateft mark of filial duty ) : then rifing again, he
pulhes the coffin back with both his hands, as it were to flop it from going further on,
which is continued till they come to the grave.

Painted and gilded images in the ffiapes of men and beafls, all of paper work , follow
the hearfe in great numbers , with fome friars , with the noife of drums , timbrels,
hautboys , copper -bafons, &c. much in the nature of a Popifh proceffion : which paper
finery is to be burnt immediately after the interment.

More or lefs fumptuous is the funeral according to the condition or quality of the
perfon ; for thofe of account are not only carried by many men, but have alfo double
coffins, one in another , and over it a canopy of flate, richly fet forth , attended by foldiers,
and honoured with the prefence of great mandareens.

Their manner is to cut their hair to the fhoulder , and to wear afh-coloured cloaths,
and a particular fort of flraw hats, for the fpace of three years , for either father
or mother ; yet the eldeft fon muff add thereunto three months more ; for other rela¬tions lefs.

Their way of reckoning is very ftrange ; for if one ffiould die, or a child be bora
in January , be it the laft day of the moon, February following being the firft moon,
of their new year , they count him to have been dead two years, or the child to be
two years old, when, in effect, it is no more than one day.

During the time of their mourning , they feldom ufe their wonted lodgings : they
lie on ftraw mats on the bare ground , their diet is not only mean and fparing , but the
very bandefia and cups the victuals are ferved in, are coarfe and of the worll fort.
They forbear wane and go to no feafts or banquets ; they mull lend no ear to mufic,
nor eye to dancing , nor contract matrimony ; for on the complaint of their kindred
on this head , the law will difinherit them . They have a great care not to appear in
public anywife fine, but rather aufterely abftain from all merriment and finery
whatfoever : but as the three years grow near an end, they gradually decline too in the
feverity of this difcipline.

Their fepulchres are in the feveral aldeas of their parents ’ nativity, and unhappy is
he deemed whole body or bones are not brought home, as they term it but how to

chufe
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chufe the beft place to inter the dead, is the grand myftery , and held to be of that
confequence that they verily believe, that infallibly thereon depends the happinefs or
mifery of their fucceffors ; wherefore they ufually confult many years with Tay -de-lee,
before they come to a conclufion in that affair.

During thefe times of mourning , they feaft the dead four times a year , in the months
of May, June , July , and September , fpending in each of them two, three , or four
days *, but the facrifice which is made at the expiration of the three years is the greateft
and moll magnificent of all, though they are in the reft prodigal enough , and will
fpend not only their whole fubftance therein , but run themfelves in debt too, and
yet are for fo doing both highly refpe&ed and commended of friends and acquaint¬
ance . After this they keep their anniverfary offering on the day of the party ’s deceafe,
which is punctually obferved from generation to generation to perpetuity . I have
in jelling told fome of them I fhould not like to die a Tonqueenefe , were it only becaufe
the cuftom of the country whilft living allowed me three meals a day, but when dead
they would feed me but once a year : a feverity more than fufficient to ftarve the dead
had they need of food.

It cannot fail of being entertaining to our readers to add to our author in this place,
what the learned father Calmet has collected in relation to the practice of fetting food
upon the tombs of the dead ; and of repafts made at their funerals : whereby it will be
perceived that this cuftom is not confined to Tonqueen or even to China , but that it
had obtained almoft univerfally in the darker ages of the world . What he fays will be
found under the head of Repaft , and is fo curious that we fhall give the tranflation of
of it entire.

“ Repaft or food,” fays' he, “ that was fet upon the tombs of the deadi Cana mortnn
Baruch (ch. 6.  v . 31.) mentions it in thefe words : Rugiunt autem clamantes contra decs

Jnos, ficut in ccena mortui.  The Pagans howl in the prefence of their gods, as in the
repaft which is made for the dead. He fpeaks of certain folemnities wherein the
idolators ufed to make great lamentations : for example , in the feafts of Adonis . As

to the  repafts for the dead, they are diftinguilhed into two kinds : one was made in the
houfe of the defunCl, at the return of the mourners from the grave . To this were
invited the kindred and friends of the deceafed, where they did no fail to exprefs their

grief by cries and lamentations . The other kind was made upon the tomb itfelf of
the dead perfon, where they provided a repaft for the wandering fouls, and believed
that the goddefs Trivia who prefides over the ftreets and highways , repaired thither
in the night time. But in truth they were beggars and poor people, who came thither
•n the darknefs of the night , and carried away what was left upon the tomb.

‘ Eft honor et tumulis animas placare paternas,
Parvaque in extru £tas munera ferre pyras . Ovid , Faft .’

« Sometimes, however , the relations made a fmall repaft upon the tomb of the
deceafed.

“ The cuftom of fetting food upon the fepulchres of the dead was common among
the Hebrews . Tobit thus advifes his fon : Pour out thy bread on the burial of the

juft , but give nothing to the wicked. That is to fay, not to partake in the repaft , with
the relations who performed the fame ceremony.  And Jefus the fon of Sirach affirms,
that delicates poured upon a mouth Ihut up are as meffes of meat let upon a grave.
Vv hat is thus fet upon a tomb is utterly loft as to the dead perfon ; he can have no
benefit from it. And elfewhere, A gift hath grace in the fight of every man living, and
for the dead detain it not . ,

« This4 v 2
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“ This cuftom was almoft univerfal ; we find it among the Greeks , the Romans , and
almoft all the people of the Eaft . It ftill obtains in Syria, in Babylonia, and in China,
St. Auftin obferves that in his time in Africa , they laid victuals upon the tombs of the
martyrs and in church -yards . The thing at firft was done very innocently , but after-
wards it degenerated into an abufe ; and the greatefl faints and mod zealous bilhops,
as St. Auftin and St. Ambrofe , had much difficulty to fupprefs it. St. Monica being
at Milan had a mind, according to cuftom, to offer bread and wine to the memory
of the martyrs ; but the porter would not open the door to her , becaufe St. Ambrofehad forbid him ; Are therefore fubmitted with an humble obedience.

“ The repaft that was made in the houfe of the deceafed among ,the Jews was alfo
of two kinds. One was during the time that the mourning continued , and thefe repafts
were looked upon as unclean , becaufe thofe that partook of them were unclean , as having
•affifted at the obfequies of the dead perfon.

“ Hofea fays, Their facrifices fliall be unto them as the bread of mourners ; all that
eat thereof fhall be polluted . And in the form that the Ifraelites made ufe of, when
they offered their firft fruits , they addreffed themfelves thus to the Lord :A D Lord , I
have not riegle&ed thy ordinances ; I have not ufed thefe things while I was in
mourning ; 1 have made no ufe of them at the funerals of the dead. God would not
permit Ezekeal to mourn for his w'ife. Cover not thy lips and eat not the bread of men.
And Jeremiah : Neither fliall men give them the cup of confolation to drink for theirfather or for their mother.

“ The other repafts made in the time of mourning , are thofe which were given after
the funeral . Jofephus relates that Archelaus treated the whole people in a magni¬
ficent manner , after he had completed the feven days mourning for the King his
father . He there adds, that it was the cuftom of his nation to make great feafts for
the relations ; which could not be done without an injury to many families, which were
not in a condition to fupport fuch large expences . Saint Pauline commends Pam-
machius for having made a great feaft for the poor in the bafilicon of St. Peter , on the
day of the funeral of his wife Paulina .” ,

CHAP . XVII . — Of the Funeral Pomp of the Chova or General of Tonqueen.
THE funeral obfequies of the chova or general of Tonqueen are performed with the

fame pomp and magnificence as were ufually obferved at the burial of their former
Kings, and in many refpects exceed that of their prefent King. As foon then as the
general dies his fucceffors and courtiers endeavour , with all imaginable art,i to conceal
his death for the fpace of three or four days ; for fhould it prefentlv be known abroad,
it would unavoidably put the country , efpecially the chief city of Gacho , in great
terror and confternation , becaufe it has conftantly happened at the deceafe of every

, one of them ( this laft excepted ) , that the ftate was difturbed with broils, contentions,
and civil wars, amongft the furviving fons and brethren , who ftrive for fuperiority;
wherefore it is no marvel , if in this cafe the people are affefted with their con¬tention.

The firft thing they do to their dead general is to wafh his body, and to put on him
feven of his belt coats, and to prftfent him with viHuals, with which he is ferved in
the belt manner poffible. Then his fuccelfor and all the Princes and Princefies of the
blood come to lament his departure , proftrating themfelves five times before him,
weeping aloud , alking him why he would leave them , and what he wanted , &c.
After them , the mandareens moft in favour are permitted to perform their duty , but
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their ceremony of condolance is returned them again, by the Prince fucceffor and
eldeft fon, though they dare not to receive it. Except thofe perfons, none are admitted
to have a fight of the defundt ; nay thofe related afar off cannot have this honour.
After which ceremony they put into his mouth fmall pieces of gold , filver, and feed
pearl . The corpfe is laid in a ftately coffin Iaquered over very thick , and of excellent
wood : at the bottom of which they flrew~powder of rice and carvances to prevent any
noifome fmell, over which they fpread fine quilts and carpets . The corpfe thus ferved
is placed in another room , where lamps and candles are continually kept burning:
thither all his children , wives and nearefl kindred repair three times a day, when the
deceafed is prefented with victuals, namely in the morning between five and fix o’clock,
twelve'at noon , and five in the evening, and they pay their adoration to him. This con¬
tinues all the time he is above ground.

There is no fuch thing as embalming the body to lie in ftate fixty-five days, and
liberty for the people to come and fee him, as our author pretends ; neither do the
bonfes and poor partake of the victuals fet b̂efore him ; nor does the provincial governor
receive any orders from court how long the country is to mourn , fince their cuftotn
directs them therein fufficiently, without fuch particular provifions. The whole
country is obliged to mourn , as well for the general as King, the fpace of twenty-four
days ; the Prince fucceffor, three years and ' three months , his other children and
wives, three years ; the other near relations , one year ; and thofe further off, from
five, and others but three months ; but all the great mandareens , three years equal with
the children.

I cannot imagine in what part of the palace thofe towers he fpeaks of flood, or
what became of thofe bells that never left tolling , from the general ’s expiring to the
bringing of the corpfe into the galley, fince they were filent at the lafl funeral pomp
of the general in 1683.

When the needful preparations are ready , then the galleys appointed to tranfport
and accompany the body, wait near the arfenal, which is not diftant two days’ journey
as he fays from the palace, but only fomething lefs than half an hour , whither the corpfe
is conducted in the following manner:

Several companies of foldiers, all in black , with their arms, being led by their
refpe&ive captains, or mandareens , bring up the van of this funeral pomp , marching
on gravely and filently ; then follow two fellows of gigantic ftature , carrying a kind
of partifans, with targets in their hands , and a mafk or vizard on their face, to fcare
the devil, and open the way for the hearfe to pafs ; next come the muficians, with
their drums , hautboys , copper bafons, be.  playing their mournful tunes, which really
are very doleful. Next is carried the funeral elogium and titles, which are more
illuftrious than what he had in his life time : and he is ftiled, the incomparable great-
nefs, moll precious and noble father of his country , of moft fplendid fame, and the
like ; all which is embroidered in golden characters , on a piece of fine fcarlet, or
crimfon damafk, which is fixed on a frame of two or three fathoms high , and almofl

one fathom wide, and eredted on a pedeftal and carried on the fhoulders of twenty or
thirty foldiers of the life guard.

After this their idol, or pagoda, takes place, carried in a fmall gilded houfe, but
with great reverence ; then the two pennants , followed by the maufoleum , or ftate
cabin , richly gilded and curioufly carved, wherein is the general s corpfe. fthefaid
maufoleum doth not (land in a chariot , nor is it drawn by eight flags trained to that

fervice, and led by fo many captains of the life guard , as related by our author (for
it is a rare thing to fee either deer or flag in this country J j but it is carried on the
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fhoulders of a hundred or ' a hundred and fifty foldiers, in good order and great
filence, with many fans and umbrellas round about it , as well to fhade it as forftate.

Juft behind the hearfe comes the eldeft fon and fucceffor, with his brothers , all clad
with coats, madeof refufe filk, not unlike our fackcloth , of a brown colour , tied with
cords to their bodies their caps are of the fame, and faftened in like manner ; they all
have flicks in their hands , and only the eldeft has ftraw fhoes. Thefe are immediately
followed by the deceafed’s wives, concubines , and daughters , under a curtain or
pavillion of white calico, very coarfe, their garb of the fame fluff, howling and lament¬
ing. Behind ,thefe come the fervants of the inner court , both damfels and young
capadoes ; as the front , fo the rear and flanks are guarded by armed foldiers, under
their feveral commanders , fo that in this funeral pomp , neither elephants , horfes, nor
chariots appear , as he relates , unlefs thole of paper and painted wood, whereof great
quantities accompany the interment to be burnt at the grave.

Being arrived at the galleys, in one of them, which is all black , laquered plain, and
without any ornament of carved and gilded work , the corpfe is placed : the reft of
the galleys that attend the folemnity are but ordinary , fifty or fixty in number . Thus
they fet forth from Cacho forTingeva , the aldea and birth place of his anceftors , a
journey of five or fix days at leaf!, as they make it ; for the galley the corpfe is in is
towed leifurely by five or fix others , and mull ufe neither oars , nor make the leaft
noife by drums or mufic, for fear of diflurbing the dead. The other galleys are alfo
to keep as much filence as may be. By the way they flop at certain places in each
province appropriated by the faid governors to facrifice ; for which fervice they prepare
large provifions of cows, buffaloes, hogs, &c. The new general however very,often
flays at home, and feldom permits any of his brothers to go for fear of plots, and in¬
novation, but his fillers are commanded to attend the funeral . The ordering the
whole folemnity is intrufted to the care and folemnity of fome great favourite.

When they arrive at the intended aldea, there is more than a little to do with their
' obfequies and ceremonies , according to their rites : the particular place where he is
buried few know precifely, and thole are fworn to fecrecy ; and this not for fear of
lofing the treafure that is interred with him, as M. Taverniere fancies, ( for there is
none but what is put into their mouths as I mentioned before), but out of fuperltitious
motives as well as ftate jealoufy ; for as they believe they fhall be happy and great if
they meet with a good favourable fepulchre for their relations , fo the general is always
fearful that the place where Ids predeceffor refls being known to their enemies, it would
depend on their malicious power to ruin his family, only by taking out his anceftors*
bones and interring thofe of their own family in their place. Indeed we have many
examples in this country of fuch fools as thought to make way for their exaltation,
by thus tranfplacing the bones of the dead men ; but as many as have attempted ithave fuffered for their foolifh prefumption.

As to thofe lords and ladies that , according to him, will needs be buried alive with
the King or general , it is a thing fo contrary to their cuftoms, as well as repugnant
to their natures , that I verily believe if they thought we had fuch an opinion of them,
they would treat us as brutes and favages. Nor do I know of any city and its fair
caftle, in the whole kingdom of Tonqueen , that is called Bodligo ; but indeed thofe
banks of the river oppolite to the city of Cacho are called Bode ; but however there is
neither King’s houfe, palace, or caftle, on or near the fame.

But it'remains to fpeak fomething of their third annual facrifices and feaft, for the
defund general , which happens about three months before the mourning expires . The6 celebra-
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celebration whereof extends not only to his family, but all the mandareens that hold
any office mull appear at this grand folemnity , to pay their offerings in token of their
gratitude to the deceafed benefactor and common father.

The manner is thus : juft before the arfenal on the fandy ifland, there are built of
bamboos and flight timber many large and fpacious houfes, after the manner of their
palaces, with wide yards and open courts , wrought moft curioufly with bafket-
work , &c. The apartments thereof , efpecially that where the altar ftands, are richly
hung with gold and filver cloth ; the polls and ftands are either covered with the fame
or with fine fcarlet, or other European manufactures ; the roof is canopied with filk
damalk , and the floor is covered with mats and carpets. The altar itfelf is moft cu¬
rioufly carved, lacquered , and fplendidly daubed with gold to profufion of coft, labour,
and diligence. . And as this is the general and his family’s lhare, fo the mandareens of
quality according to their abilities, ftrive to outdo each other in their funeral piles, as
I may call them , which are placed round about the former work , in good order and
at an equal diftance and height , and of a like falhion, either four , fix, or eight feet
fquare , about fifteen or twenty feet diameter , refembling much our large lanterns,
open all fides, with Ihutters within , the banifters and rails very neatly fet forth with
rich painted, carved , and lacquered work , and hangings of coftly filk and good pieces
of broad cloth ; the ftrufture itfelf of flight timber and boards : the great manda-
reens each build two of thefe y the others , one a piece ; fo that this barren place is
covered in lefs than the fpaee of fifteen days, with all this finery which makes it re¬
ferable another city, or an Antiochian -like camp : in which interim the whole country-
flocks thither to fee this goodly and pompous erection ; and many ftrange beafts, as
tigers , bears, baboons, monkeys , and what other wild creatures they can get , are
brought thither from far places ; for which they have been fometimes diligently feek-
ing perhaps days and years. From all which the people ( who gather together in,fuch
prodigious crowds, as to give a great idea of the populoufnefs of the country ), take
occafion to admire the general ’s grandeur , and live to his deceafed father . . But for
about three days before the time prefixed for this facrifice, no fpeclators are fo much
as to approach this place, becaufe then they are bufied in fetting the image of the
defunft before the altar , richly habited with many coats, and to ferve it with victuals;
and to prefent him with amber , pearl , and coral necklaces , gold and filver tankards,
cups, bafons, tables, and in fliort with all the finery and toys that he delighted in,
and made ufe of in his life time ; and at the fame inftant they ereft , in the court -yard
where this altar ftands, a machine ; in the making whereof they had before employed
five or fix months , under the direction and overfight of three or four great manda¬
reens , refembling fomewhat the maufoleum which M. Taverniere defcribes, which
they call anja tangh . It is about three or four ftories or forty feet high , and about
thirty feet long , and twenty broad , made of thin boards and flight timber , to be light
and portable ; and the different parts of it are fo contrived as to take off and on ; the
undermoft part ftands on four wheels, whereon the reft are placed one by one, by
means and help of fuch inftruments and engines as our carpenters ufe to mount their
heavy timber . The pageant or fabric itfelf is mighty neat, handfome and glorious,
adorned with carved, gilded, painted, and lacquered work, as rich and coftly as poftible
can be made of that kind , with many pretty little inventions of galleries, balconies,
windows, doors, porches , &c. to adorn it the more . On this magnificent throne is
placed another image of the dead general , in rich cloaths, which is afterwards burnt
with the reft, 1

flatters



baron ’s description of704

Matters being brought to this order , the general and his family repair thither*early
in the morning of the 'daft three forementioned days, the ways being lined with foldiers,
and he attended by his life guard , followed by mandareens and grandees , where mod
of the day is fpent in tears , mourning and lamentations , fombeys, facrifices and offer¬
ings for his father ; but , in the evening, the offered viands and other victims are divided
amongft the afliftants and foldiers.

Of the wild and favage creatures fome are drowned , to fend their ghofts to the de-
ceafed Prince , to be at his devotion in the other world , and others are given away.

About ten o’clock an infinite number of images of all forts of fowls, horfes and
elephants , in paper work , &c. are burnt in the open court , juft before the machine or
maufoleum , where likewife the general , with his relations and mandareens , fombeys
to the image of his predeceffor therein ; their magicians Thay , Phou , Thivee , all the
while finging, reading , jumping , and playing fo many antick tricks , and making fuch
terrible poftures , as would fcare fome, and perfuade others they were either really
demoniacal , or at leaft poffeffed with madnefs. About three hours after midnight
fire is fet to all this finery, the general , &c. retiring , taking along with him the pearls,
amber , gold, and filver that was on the altar , (which are referved for the fervice of
the defunct in a peculiar place of his palace). The mandareens alfo fend to their
houfes again whatfoever gold , filver, &c. they brought thither , leaving the reft to be
confumed by the flames ; and its afhes the wind fcatters where it pleafes, fo that but
very little, if any, comes where it was defigned.

CHAP . XVIII . — Of the Setts, Idols, Worjhip, Superjlltion, and Pagodas or Temples
of the Tonqueenefe.

THOUGH there are many feets amongft this people,yet only two are chiefly followed.
The firft is that of Congfutu , as the Chinefe call him, ( the Tonqueenefe , Ong -Congtu,
and the Europeans , Confucius) , the ancienteft of the Chinefe philofophers. This man
they efteemed holy ; and, for wifdorn, he is reputed not only amongft them and the
Chinefe, but the Japanefe too, the Solomon of all mortals ; without fome profi¬
ciency in whofe learning , none can attain any degree in their civil government , or be
any ways allowed to know matters of importance ; though the truth thereof , and
very quinfefTence of his doftrine , is nothing elfe but what we call moral philofophy,
and confifts in the following pofition : “ That every one ought to know and perfect
himfelf, and then by his.good and virtuous example , bring others to the fame degree
of goodnefs, fo as they jointly may attain the fupreme good ; that it is, therefore , necef-
fary to apply themfelves to the ftudy of philofophy , without which none can have a
proper infight or infpeftion of things , and be able to know what is to be followed or
avoided, nor rectify their defires according to reafon with other the like precepts,
wherein confifts the Chinefe doctrine and wifdorn.

But his difciples, building on his principles, have extracted therefrom many rules
and precepts , which foon after became the main fubjeft of their fuperftition and reli¬
gion. They acknowledge one fupreme Deity , and that all terreftrial things are dire&ed,
governed , and preferved by him : that the world was eternal , without either beginning
or creator . They rejedt the worfhip of images ; they venerate and pay a kind of
adoration to fpirits. They expedt rewards for good deeds, and punifhment for evil.
They believe, in a manner , the immortality of the foul, and pray for the deceafed.
Some of them alfo believe that the fouls of the juft live after feparation from the body;
and that the fouls of the wicked perifh as foon as they leave the body. They teach
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that the air is full of malignant fpirits, which is their dwelling-place ; and that thofe
fpirits are continually at variance with the living. They particularly recommend to
their pupils to honour their deceafed friends and parents ; and do much concern them-
felves in performing certain ceremonies thereunto belonging as I have mentioned
already ; and hold feveral other things very rational , and in my opinion, in many
things nothing at all inferior to either the ancient Greeks or Romans . Neither mult
we think that the wifer and better fort amongft them are fo lhailow brained , as to
believe the dead Hand in need of victuals, and that therefore they are fo ferved, as
I have mentioned in its due place ; no, they know better , and tell us they do it for no
other reafon, than to demonftrate their love and refpedt to their deceafed parents;
and withal to teach their own children and friends thereby how to honour them when
they {hall be no more.

However , the vulgar fort , and thofe that carry their judgment in their eyes, credit:
that as well as many other impertinent impoffibilities of their fuperftition. In fine,
though this feft hath no pagodas erefted nor particular place appointed to worfhip the
King of Heaven in, or priefts to preach and propagate the faid doctrine , nor a due
form , commanded or obferved, but it is left to every one’s difcretion to do as he
pleafes in thefe refpects , fo as he gives thereby no fcandal, yet it has their Kings,
Princes , grandees , and the learned men of the kingdom for its followers.

In former days the King of the land might only facrifice to the King of Heaven \
but fince the general has ufurped the royal power, he has affumed this Sovereign pre¬
rogative , and performs the faid ceremony in his palace himfelf,. in cafe of public cala¬
mity, as want of rain , famine, great mortality , &c. befalling the kingdom , which no
other may do on peril of their lives.

The fecond fe£t is called Boot, which fignifies the worfhip of idols or images, and is
generally followed by the ignorant , vulgar , and Ample fort of people, and more efpe-
cially the women and capadoes, the moft conftant adherers thereunto . Their tenets
are to worfhip images devoutly , to believe tranfmigration . They offer to the devil
that he may not hurt them . They believe a certain Deity coming from three united
gods . They impofe a cloifter and retired life, and think their works can be merito¬
rious , and that the wicked fuffer torments , together with many foolifh fuperflitious
niceties to idle to repeat ; however they have no prieft , any more than the former
feci, to preach and propagate their doctrine ; all they have are their fayes, or bronzes,
as M. Taverniere calls them (which by miftake he terms priefts) which are a kind of
friars or monks . They have fome nuns alfo, whofe dwellings are about and fometimes
in their pagodas, who moft commonly are invited to celebrate their funerals with their
drums , trumpets , and other mufic : they fubfift for the moft part by alms, and the
charity of the people. In brief, this is that feet that has fpread its fopperies and im¬
pertinences very far ; and, in effect, with its fchifm and impofture has overfpread , in
part or whole, moft of the Eaftern countries , as this of Tonqueen , China , Japan, Correa
Formofa , Cambodia, Siam, the Gentoos of coaft Cormandel and Bengal , Ceylon,
Indoftan , &c. From one of thefe two laft places it was firfl brought into China on
the fallowing occafion.

One of the Chinefe Emperors coming to the knowledge of a famous law that was
taught in the weft, which was very efficacious for inftructing and conducting mankind
to wifdom and virtue , and that the doctors and expounders thereof were perfons ex¬
tremely celebrated for their exemplary lives, and ftupendous and miraculous actions,
he.  he therefore difpatched feveral fages to find out this law, and bring it to China.
Thefe ambaffadors, after they had travelled , or rather erred , to and fro, the fpace of
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ahnoft three years, arrived either in Indoftan or Malabar , where , finding this fed of
Boots very rife, and of mighty veneration , and being deceived by the devil, and weary
of travelling any further , they thought they had found what they fought for ; and fo,
without more ado, they got feventy-two books of thofe falfe tales of the natives , with
fome able interpreters , and returned to China , where the Emperor received them molt
kindly and joyfully , and ordered direCtly that the faid feet ihould be publicly taught
throughout all his dominions ; in which miferable blindnefs they have ever fince
continued.

I cannot help making an obfervation in this place, for the honour of the Chriftian
religion ; and that is, that , in all appearance , this new law, which the Chinefe Em¬
peror at that time had heard of, could be no other than the firft promulgation of the
gofpel in and about Judea ; and its being then preached to Jews as well as Gentiles
by the holy apoftles, which was attended with fo many miracles, that it was no wonder
the fame thereof Ihould extend to the remoteft regions , and reach the ears of the
Chinefe Emperor : and this is (till the more probable , becaufe, by the nearell calcu¬
lation that can be made, the time which the Emperor of China is recorded to have
heard of the publication of this new doCtrine, agrees punctually with that of the ap¬
pearance of our Saviour and the preaching of the apoftles. And had the fages fent by
that Emperor proceeded as they ought , not only the great empire of China , but all
the vaft territories adjacent, that now lie immerfed in paganifm and the dregs of fuper-
ftition, might have been converted , and brought to the glorious light of Chriftianity.

Some other feCts, as that of Lanzo , are but flenderly followed, as is faid before,
though their magicians and necromancers , as Thay -Boo, Thay -Boo-Twe , Thay -de-
Lie , are the profelytes and followers thereof , and in great efteem with the Princes,
and refpeCted by the vulgar , fo that they are confulted by both in their mod; weighty
occafions ; and they receive their opinions and falfe predictions as very oracles, be¬
lieving they fpeak by divine infpiration, and have the pre-knowledge of future events;
wherefore it is not probable that they were of this fort that were fent to the frontiers for
foldiers, as M. Taverniere has it.

I know indeed that the general rummages fometimes a certain fort of vagabonds that
haunt every corner of the kingdom , pretending to be conjurors and fortune -tellers,
cheating and mifleading thereby the fimple and ignorant people, and infecting them
with notions contrary to the belief of the feCts publicly tolerated : but as the Ton-
queenefe are really very credulous , and ready to embrace almoft every new opinion
they meet withal, fo are they not lefs tenacious in retaining any notions which they are
in pofleflion of, and obferve carefully times and feafons as good and bad, in which
they will not undertake any voyage or journey , nor build houfes, cultivate grounds,
nor bargain for any thing confiderable ; nor even will they attempt , on ominous days,
to cure their fick, bury their dead, nor in a manner tranfaCt any thing without the
advice of their foothfayers and blind wizards , who are principally divided into three
clafles ; that is, thofe who are followers of Thay -Boo, or Thay -Boo-Twe , orThay -de-
Eie , and have not the Jeaft fenfe of their being moft grofsly cheated and deluded by
the fallacious pretenfions of thofe impudent fellows, who live wholly by felling their
directions to them at exceffive rates , as the moft defirable and current merchandize.
And fince thefe pretended conjurors are fo much obferved and venerated by the de¬
luded people, I will defeend to the particular functions of every one of them , and
fpeak firft of Thay -Boo and his clafs.

Thefe pretend to declare all fuch future events as concern marriages, building of
houfes, and, in general , pretend to foretel the fuccefs of any bufinefs of confequence.
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All that come to him, or thofe of his clafs, are kindly ufed for their money, and re*
ceive for anfwers what is fuppofed will fatisfy them belt , but always fo ambiguous , as
will bear a double and doubtful interpretation . The magicians of this tribe are gene¬
rally blind , either born fo, or come to be fo by feme accident or other . Before they
pronounce their fentence on>the propofed quedion , they take three pieces of copper
coin, infcribed with characters , which they throw on the ground feveral times, and
feel what fide of it falls uppermoft ; then prating and mumbling fome ftrange kind of
words to themfelves, they deliver the refult of the conjuration.

Secondly , Thay -Boo-Twe , to whom they refort in all diftempers . This clafs of
pretended magicians have their books , by which they pretend to find out the caufe
and refult of all ficknefs ; and never mifs to tell the fick party that his didemper pro¬
ceeds from the devil, or fome water gods, and pretend to cure it by the noife of
drums , bafons, and trumpets . The conjuror of this tribe is habited very antickly,
and fings very loud , and makes hideous noifes, pronouncing many execrations and
blafphemous words , founding continually a final! bell, which he holds in his hand,
jumping and flapping as if the devil w'ere really in him ; and all this while there is
itore of victuals prepared for an offering to the devil, but it is eaten by himfelf ; and
he will continue this fport fometimes for feveral days, till the patient be either dead or
recovered , and then he can give an anfwer with fome certainty.

It belongs to them to difpoffefs fuch as are poffefled by the devil, which is the ulti¬
mate of their conjuration , and is commonly effected in this manner . They curfe and
moll impioufly invoke I do not know what demon ; and they paint the pictures of
devils, with horrible faces, on yellow paper , which is fixed to the wall of the houfe;
then they fall to bawling fo terribly , and fcream fo loud, dancing and {kipping as is
-mod ridiculous , fometimes fearful to fee and hear . They alfo blefs and confecrate
new houfes ; and if they be fufpedted to be haunted , they drive the devil out of them
by their conjuration and the firing of mufkets.

Thay -de-Lie’s bufinefs is to be confulted which are the fitted places for burial of the
dead ; fo that the living relations and kindred may, by this means, be happy and for¬
tunate , and the like follies.

I will fpeak nothing of Ba-Cote, becaufe they are only the pretended witches
amongd the bafer fort.

As for temples and Pagodas , fince the Tonqueenefe are not very devout , there are
neither fo many, nor thofe fo fumptuous , as I have feen in fome of the neighbouring
countries.

4x2 MI§TQm'
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