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To his

EXCELLENCIE

The

LORD GENERAL

CROMWEL.

MyLord,

Eehere apiece

of Babarism,

S which hath

lain ſo long

both as an in-

jurie, and a dishonour to our

Nation brought again to

light, by which , aswemay

compare the difference of

theſe bleſſed times,fromthose

unhappie ones when this was
ト

acted and paffed by:so we must

needs remember to blessGod
*

2 for



4

jor that victorious hand of

yours, whichhath insogreat

amanner led us agoodpart

out ofthe Wilderness ; And

therefore I thought it but a

piece of publick gratitude ,

( befides private ) to throw

it at your Excellenciesfeet;

whose great foul, I presume,

will rather descend to look

into this business , wherein

your Countrey is so highly

concerned, that in respect a-

broadyou have been a fierie

wall about her ,So at home

you are become hergreat In-

telligence , and guid those

great motious of her peace

and Securitie : Which great

as I hope God will

grant you to fee finiſhed , fo

wish Iyou may live long to

enjoy the fruits and comfort

of it.

work
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AN

ADVERTISEMENT

TO THE }

READER.

2

Fwe confider

howloud and

preffing the

crie ofbloud

is or with

what high feverity God

ever proceeds againſt it,

though his wrath for fome

| ſmalltimemay feem to be

afleep , we have just cauſe

to fear,that there is a heavy

account must be given by

the Dutch for that execra-

1-

ble Tyrannie oftheirs exe-
* 3 cuted
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Tothe Reader.

cuted upon the bodies of

ſeveral English at Amboyna.

To take away any mans

life without due course of

Justice , though it be with

the greatest civility and ea-

ſineſs of death that could

be , is a crime which God

hathdenounced murder,and

will viſit accordingly ; but

to heighten and multiply a

deathwith all the previous

Tortures that a paffionate

Diabolical malice can in-

vent, cruelty inflict , or the

frame ofmansbodyunder-

go , is ſo far from being

manly or Chriſtian , that it

is beyond ſavageneſs and

beſtiality , and approches

that accurſed frame offpi-

rit that he hath plundged

himſelfinto, who fits inthe

feat ofdarkness.

For



TotheReader.

1

For mypart as I delight.

not to be curious in theſe

ſpeculations,which acquaint

the mind with extremities

and Criticisms offin,ſo it is

a grief that the Theory of

wickedneſs ſhould be fo

much enlarged as it would

be by the treatise which

thou hast in thy hands;

Which,as ithath bruitiſhly

but-done all former records,

and examples ofcruelty, fo

c may unluckily poſſibly

erve for inſtruction to

ome future inventive and

poisoned ſpirits . And in-

leed as I wish the occafion

ofpubliſhing of it had ne-

er been , ſo do I wiſh ju-

ticeonce required and had,

hat the remembrance ofit

night have been buried.

But thebreachbeing ſo na
tio-



TotheReader.

tional , and to this dayun-

fatisfied and the bloud

there ſpilt no doubt crying

loud, ithadbeen injuftice in

us to have buried it in fi-

lence, and notdiſplayed it

tothe fun. For as the be-

ginning of thoſeTorments

were from a cauſeleſs and

and flight fufpition of an

improbable and ineffective

plot, fobythatmeanswere

we forced from our poffef-

fions in thoſe parts, and the

injury became complicated,

both as against juſtice and

intereſt.

True it is that the East-

King James for revenge

India Company made the

moſt diligent addreſſes to

that couldbe, but thatbla-

zing Star of Fortune, that

was after removed by a

ftab,
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ſtab, prepoffeffedby agreat

ſum ofmoney , interpoſed

between the judgement of

that King , and over-ruled

his affection,ſo that he,who

was naturallyun-active and

droufie enough,being lull'd

byſuch aprivado,fel aſleep,

and ſnorted out the rest of

his idle reign indebauchery

and filence. The East-India

Company ſeing themselves

obſtructed in the profecu-

tion,thought fit topreſerve

thememorieoffuch a but-

chery, by getting the ſeve-

ral Tortures done at large

inOyl, but the Tablewas

ſcarce ſoonerhungup , but

the Murderers began to

fear it would bleed at the

noſe , ſo that Buckingham

was appeaſed by another

facrifice, and the Picture

com-

)
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commanded to be taken

down.

InKing Charles's time the

buſineſs wasnot ſtirred in,

hehad toogreat deſigns at

home, than to preſerve our

Honour , or remedy our

injuries abroad ; but now

fince that yoak ofKingthip

is taken offour necks , me

thinks we should like men,

whoſe ſhackles are taken off

themwhile they are afleep,

leap upnimbly, and make

ufe of our Liberty. It were

the moſt irrational thing in

theWorld to think of for-

givingofthem,who,though

they received afſiſtance

from us in their greateſt af-

fliction and loweſt miferie,

have refuſed not onely to

affiſt us now, when their

cafe is ours , but havebeen

more



To theReader.

n

e

t

1

more than neutral against

us, jealous, it ſhould feem,

thattheir way of Govern-

ment , which they have fo

grown and thriven under,

ſhouldhave the fame effects

with us. But IhopeGod

willgive us hearts to make

uſe of the advantages in our

hands, and perſiſt in doing

wonderfull things for us.

Andashehath brought us

outofthedeſart in ſo high

and fearfull a manner 2

ſo no doubt if we walk

anſwerably, we shall fee his

countenance ſhine upon us,

and improve this bleſſed

peace at home , to make

good our peace abroad, and

fobyhis good afſiſtance en-

joy ſuch earthly bleſſings,as

mayrender us ſafe, if not

terrible to the Nations

round aboutus.

Grayes- Inne. Sept. 10. 1651 .
1.
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To the

READER.

G
Entle Reader , thou

-mayeft (perhaps) won-
derwhy this Relation

fthe business ofAmboyna,

o many Monethsfince taken

pon the Oaths anddepofiti-

ns of our people that came

bence , andpresented to his

Majesty , and the Lords of

is Privy Councel, cometh

ow at last to the Prefs , and

vas not

5

ither fooner pu-

lished or altogether fup-

reffed. The truth is the En-

lish East India Company

baveever been very tender

If the ancient amity and
: A

good



To the Reader.

good correspondence heldbe-

tween this Realm and the

Neatherlands, andhave been

very loath , by divulging of

the private injuries done

them by the Neatherlands

East- India Company to give

the least occasion of any di-

ftast or disaffection , which

might happily grow between

these two Nations , for the

fake,andon the behalf of the

two Companies respectively.

For which cause , although

the wrongs andinjuries , or

rather contumelies done unto

the English by the Dutch in

the Indies , have been as in-

tolerable as manifold ; as to

Say nothing of those great

heaps of themburied in the

Amnesty ofthe Treaty ofthe

year 1619. and onely to point

at thegeneralheads of those

com-
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committed since that Treaty,

and groſſely contrarie to the

main intent , and express

words and diſpoſition of the

Same : first, in the point of

hoftility ; the invasion of the

Islands of Lantore and Po-

laroone , then and before in

the quiet, poffefsion of the

English, in the name of the

Crown ofEngland ; the ta-

king of theSame Islands by

force; the razing anddemo-

liſhing of the Engliſh Forts ;

the binding of the English

(that had not somuch as re-

ſiſted them) to stakes with

ropes abouttheir necks,throt-

tling them with the same,

and flourishing their naked

fwords about them, as ifthey

wou'd presently have di-

Spatched them , then taking

them so amazed and bound,

A2 and



To the Reader.

and tumblingthemdownthe

rocks ; and after , carrying

their crushed andbruised car-

casses away in irons : fecond-

ly,in thepoint oftheir ufurp-

edSovereignty ; their taking

upon them the Conulance of

controverfies betweentheEn-

glish and the Indians , for

matters paffled far without

the compass of the Neather-

lands pretended jurisdiction,

and executing theirfentences

thereupon by plain force;

Jeizing of the English Com-

paniesgoods ,fining , impri-

Soning , ſtocking , yea, whip-

ping our people at a post in

the open market-place , and

after , washing them with

vinegar andfalt : thirdly, in

point ofpartnership with the

English , their puttinggreat

Sums to the common account,
which



TotheReader.

whichwere disbursed to the

private and fole choof of

the Dutch; givinggreat pre-

Jents for the glory of the

Dutch,without confent ofthe

English, and malingwarfor

the inlargement oftheir own

dominias , yet bringing the

charge to the common ac-

count ; together with infinite

other the like,the particulars

whereofwould arife to a juft

and ample volume : Never-

theless, the English Company

from time to time contented

themselves with informing

bis Majestie, and his Honou-

rable Privy Councel with

theirgrievancesprivately in

writing, to the end,that ne-

ceffary relief and reparation

might be obtained , without

publishing any thing to the

World in print , thereby to

A 3 Stir



To the Reader.

1

ftir up or breed ill bloud be-

tween theſe Nations , which

are otherwise tied inſo ma-

ny reciprocal obligations .

And the same course they

have hitherto holden also

in this crying business of

Amboyna ; onely offering

to the Manes oftheir mur-

dered Countrey- men, Factors

and Kinsfolks , their effe-

Etual endeavours in a duti-

full course unto his Majesty

for justice for their innocent

bloud , andreparation of the

honour ofthe Nation herein

intereſſed. In which their

wontedway they were so con-

Stant , that they could not be

driven out of the same by

the contrary course of some

ofthe other party ; that not

glutted nor mollifiedwith the

bloud ofthese innocents, nor

with



To the Reader.

c- with allthe other Sufferings

ch of the English in the Indies,

a- published a Pamphlet in print

in the Neatherlands Lan-5.

guage , not onely in justi-

fication of this barbarous

of butchery , but withall in dif

--

grace of the English Nation,

and the Laws and justice of

thesame. But behold now

further,the fame Pamphlet,

being called in by an Edict of

the States General , was yet

afterwards translated and

printed in English , and di-

Sperſed even in this Realm

it self, to brave and dif-̀'

grace us at our own dores,

and in our own language.

This, no Englishpatience can

bear : the bloud of the inno-

cent cries out against it : the

honourof the Nation fuffer-

eth in it. Wherefore the

A4
En-



To the Reader.

English East- India Compa-

ny is hereby inforced , con-

trary to their desire and cu-

stom, to have recourse also

to the Prefs , to maintain

the reputation of those their

Countrey- men and ſervants,

that lost their lives unjustly;

and to acquaint the World

with the naked truth of this

cause,hithertomasked, muf-

fled,andobscured in a fog of

factions , concealments , and

crafty conveyances of the

Author of this Pamphlet,

and his clients theGovernour

and Councel ( so termed) of

Amboyna.

Having thus acquainted

thee,gentle Reader, with the

reasons why this businesswas

nosooner published in print,

it remaineth yet further that

thou be satisfied in an ob-

jection



To the Reader .

On

jection or two more, which

comnon reason will suggest

unto thee. Without doubt,
CW

reading this discourse,and

ell

ld

is

-f

of

e

2

being a true Patriot of thine

own Countrey , and a well-

willer of the Neatherlands

(as me presume andwish thee

to be,) thou wiltwonderhow

it cometh to pass , that our

Nation ,whichhath not been

wont to receivesuch disgra-

ces, should now be so weak

and unprovided in the In-

dies , as to suffer fuch in.

dignities , andto beso grofly

4 overtopped , outraged and

vilified there as aso thou

wilt no less admire, that any

of the Netherlands Nation,

which hath received fuch

and so many favours and

Supportsfrom hence, andheld

So good and antient corre-

"

A5 Pon



To the Reader .

Spondence with our Nation,

Jhould now offer and commit-

Such odious contumelies on

English men , theirpartners,

and alliesby special Treaty .

Hereinthou wilt foon answer

thyself, ifthou but confider

the different end and deſign

of the English and Dutch

Companies trading inthe In-

dies , appearing by theirfe-

veralcourſe and practise re-

ſpectively. The English be-

ing subjects of a peaceable

Prince , that hath enough of

his own , and is therewith

د
content without affecting

ofnew acquests ; have aimed

at nothing intheirEast- In-

dia Trade , but a Lawfull

andcompetent gain by com-

merce and Traffick with the

people ofthose parts. And

although they have in some

places
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places builded Forts , and

Setledsomestrength ,yetthat

hath not been done by force

or violence , against thegood

will of the Magistrates or

people of the Countrey ; but

with their desire , confent,

and good liking , for thefe-

curity onely of the Trade,and-

upon the faid Magistrate and

peoples voluntary yielding

themselves under the obe-

dience and Sovereignty of

the CrownofEngland , their

own ancient Laws , Customs

and Priviledges , neverthe-

less reserved. Further, the

Same English had undoubted

confidence in the Neather-

lands Nation there also

trading, especially being late-

ly conjoined with them in

the strict alliance and ſocial

confederacy ofthe year 1619.

t

and
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and therefore attended no-

thing from them , but the

offices ofgood affection and

partnerſhip . Upon these

grounds , the English Com-

pany made their equipages

answerable onely to a course

of commerce and peaceable

traffick ; not expecting any

hostility , neither from the

Indians , nor especially from

the Dutch. On the other

fide,the Neatherlanders,from

the beginning of their trade

inthe Indies , not contented

withthe ordinary course ofa

fairandfree commerce ,

vaded divers Islands , took

SomeForts, built others , and

labourednothing more, than

the conquests of Countries,

andthe acquiring ofnewdo-

minion. By which reason,

as they were accordingly pro-

in-

vided



To theReader.

vided ofshipping , Souldiers,

and all warlike provision , as

also ofplaces of Rendevour

upon the hore , and thereby

enabled to wrong the English

as wellas others : so the cost

andcharges oftheirſhipping,

Forts, and Souldiers , im-

ploied upon theſe deſigns, rofe

to fuch an height, aswas not

to be maintainedby the trade

they had in those parts.

Wherefore,for a supply, they

were forced (as someof their

own Countrey-men and Ad-

venturers in their Company,

affirm) to fish with dry nets,
that is

to pick quar-

rels with the Indians , andso

-to take their ſhips , andmake

prize of theirgoods. Which

yet not answering their

charge and adventure , they

proceeded also to quarrelwith

tosay

the
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To the Reader.

the English , to debar theim

of trade to free places , and

forattemptingsuchtrade ,to

take their ſhips and goods .

Touchingwhich, when a good

order was ſetby thefaidtrea-

ty of the year 1619. yet they

Saw, they could not make

their reckoning to any pur-

pose, unless they utterly drave

theEnglish out of the trade

of those parts , thereby to

have the whole and fole

traffick of the commodities

of the Indies in these paris

ofEurope , in their own

hands, and so to make the

price at their pleasure, fuf-

ficient to maintain and pro-

mote their conquests , and

withall to yield them an

ample benefit of their trade-

ing. Which unless they can,

by this and the like worry-

ing



To the Reader.

ing and wearying of the

English bring to pass , it is

eafie to be judged by those

that understandany thing of

the course and state of the

-trade of those parts , that

albeit their returns hereafter

ſhould prove as great con-

tinually , as of late extraor-

dinarily they have happened

to be, yet the main stock

and Eftate of the Company

must needs abate and decay

by some hundred thousands

ofpounds yearly. Thus,Rea-

der , thou feest what hath

made us unprovided against

Such accidents and what

now enforceth the Dutch

East- India Company, or their

Servants in theIndies,against

the common Genius oftheir

Nation , and thewontedfirm

د

affection between these two
Na-



To theReader.

Nations mutually , thus to

degenerate , and break out

into fuchfirange and incre-

dible outrages against their

nearest allies and best dejer-

vingfriends . Farewell.

A



(1)
01

A TRUE

RELATION

Ofthe late Unjuſt, Cruel, andBar-

barous proceedingsagainst the Eng-

lish atAmboynain the East Indies,

by the Neatberlanders there ,

upon a forged pretence

ofaconfpiracieof the

faid English.

Fter the fruitless

iffueof two ſe-

veral Treaties :

the first Anno

1613. in Lon-

don;and theo

therAn. 1615.

attheHagueinHolland , touch-

ing the differences between the

English and Dutch in the East-

Indies, at lastby a third Treaty,

Anno 1619.in London,there was

a full and folemn compoſition

made of all the faid differences,

and afair order ſet for the future

pro-



(2)

:

proceeding of the Suppoſts of

both Companies in the Indies, as

well in the courſe oftheirTrade

and commerce , as otherwiſe. A-

mongst tundry other points , it

was agreed , That in regard of

the great bloud-ſhed and coſt ,

pretended tobe beſtowed by the

Hollanders , in winning of the

Trade ofthe Iſles of the Molluc-

cos,Banda, andAmboyna,from the

Spaniards and Portugals,and in

building of Forts for the conti-

nual ſecuring of the fame , the

ſaid Hollanders therefore ſhould

enjoy two third parts of that

Trade , and theEnglish the other

third;and the chargeoftheForts

to be maintained by Taxes and

Impoſitions , to be levied upon

theMerchandize. Wherefore in

confequence of this agreement,

the English East-India Compa-

ny planted certain Factories for

theirſhare ofthisTrade; ſome at

theMolluccos, ſome atBanda, and

fome at Amboyna. Of the two

former of theſe, there willbe, at

this preſent ſmall occaſion to

ſpeak further; but the laſt will

provetheScene ofa ſadTragedy.
This



(3)

This Amboyna is an Ilandly-

ing near Seran , of the circuit of

forty leagues , and giveth name

alſo to ſomeother ſmall Iſlands

adjacent. It bearethCloves ; for

gathering and buying in whereof

the English Company for their

part had planted five ſeveralFa-

ctories : the head and Rende-

vouz of all , at the Town of

Amboyna;and therein firſt Maſter

GeorgeMuschamp , andafterward

Maſter Gabriel Towerſon , their

Agents with directions over the

ſmaller Factories at Hitte and

Larica uponthefame Iſland , and

at Lobo and Cambello , upon a

pointoftheir neighbouringIſland

ofSeran.

Upontheſe IſlandsofAmboyna,

andthepoint ofSeran , theHol-
landers havefour Forts, the chief

ofall is atthe ſaid Town ofAm-

boyna,and isvery strong ,having

four Points or Bulwarks with

theirCurtains , anduponeach of

theſe Points fix great pieces of

Ordinance mounted , moſt of

them of braſs. The one ſide of

this Caſtle is waſhed by theSea,

and the other is divided from the

land



(4)

landwith aDitchoffour or five

fathom broad, very deep , and

ever filled with the Sea The gar-

rifon ofthis Caſtle confifteth of

about200Dutch Souldiers,and a

CompanyoffreeBurgers.Belides

thefe, there is always a matter of

threeor four hundredMardikers

(for ſotheyusually call the free

Natives) in theTown, ready to

ſerve theCaſtle at an hourswarn-

ing. There lie alſo in the road

(for themoſt part)diverſegood

Ships ofthe Hollanders , as well

fortheguardoftheplacebySea,

as for the occafionsofTraffick :

this being the chief Rendevouz,

aswell for the IſlandofBande, as

for therest ofAmboyna. Here the

English lived; not in theCaftle,

but under protection thereof,in a

houſeoftheir own in the Town;

holding themſelvesſafe , aswell

in reſpect of the ancientbonds

ofamity between both Nations,

as ofthe ftrict conjunctionmade

by the late Treaty before men-

tioned..

Theycontinued here fome two

years,converfing andtrading to

getherwith the Hollanders , by

vertue
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vertue of the faid Treaty. In

whichtimethere fell out fundry

differences and debates between

them: The English complaining

thatthe Hollanders didnotone-

lylavish away much money in

building , and unneceffary ex-

pencesupontheForts and other-

wife,andbringlarge and unrea-

fonable reckonings thereof tothe

commonaccount ; but alſo did ,

for their part , pay theGarriſons
with victuals and cloath of Coro-

mondell,which they put offtothe

Souldiers at three or fourtimes

the value it coſt them , yer

wouldnot allow of the English

Companies part of the fame

charge,but onely inreadymony;

thereby drawing from the Eng-

lish (whichought to paybut one

thirdpart) morethan twothirds

ofthewholetrue charge. Here-

upon , and upon the like occafi-

ons,grew fome diſcontents and

difputes andthe complaintswere

ſent toFaccatra , inthe Ilandof

JavaMajor , to the Councel of,

defence ofboth Nations there re-

fiding: who alfo not agreeing

upon the points in difference,
ſent



(6)

1

ſent the ſame hither over into

Europe, tobe decided by both

Companies here; or , in default

oftheir agreement ,by theKings

Majesty,andthe Lords the States

General,according to anArticle

of the Treatie oftheyear 1619 .

on this behalf. In themean time

thediſcontentbetween the Eng-

lishand the Dutch , about theſe

andotherdifferences, continued ,

anddayly encreaſed, untillat laſt

there wasa ſword found , to cut

in ſunder that! knot at once ,

whichthe tediousdiſputesofAm-

boyna and Jaccatra could not un-

tie. And this wasused in man-

ner as followeth.

About the eleventh ofFebrua-

ry 1622. Stilo veteri. a Japoner

Souldier ofthe Dutch in their

Castle ofAmboyna , walking in

thenightuponthe wall, cameto

the Sentinel (beinga Hollander,)

and there , amongst other talk,

asked him ſomequeſtions touch-

ing the ſtrength oftheCaſtle, and

thepeoplethat were therein. It

isheretobe noted,that thoſeJa-

poners (ofwhom there is not

thirty in allthe Iſland) did , for

the
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the moſt part , ferve the Dutch

as Souldiers , yet were not of

their trustybands always lodged

in theCaſtle , butupon occafion

called outof the Town to affilt

in the watch. This Japoner a-

foreſaid , was forhis laid confe-

rence with the Sentinel appre-

hended upon ſuſpition ofTrea-

fon , and put to the Torture.

Thereby (as ſome oftheDutch

affirmed) he wasbrought tocon-

feſs himself , and ſundry others

ofhis Countrey-men there , to

have contrived the taking ofthe

Caſtle. Hereupon,otherJaponers

wereexaminedand Tortured , as

alſo a Portugal, theGuardian of

the Slaves undertheDutch. Du-

ring this examination , which

continued three or four dayes;

ſomeofthe English-menwent to

and from the Caſtle upontheir

buſineſs, ſaw theprisoners , heard

oftheir tortures ,&ofthe crime

laid totheircharge;But all this

while ſuſpected not , that this

matter did any whit concern

themſelves, havingnever had any

converſationwith the Japoners,

nor with the Portugal aforesaid.
At
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At the ſame time there was one

Price ex- Abel Price , Chirurgion of the

English , priſoner in the Caſtle,

for offering in hisdrunkenneſs to

fet a Dutch mans houſe on fire.

This fellowtheDutch took , and

Chewed him ſome of the Japo-

ners , whomthey had firſt moſt

grievouflytortured,andtoldhim,

they had confeffed the English

tohavebeen of their confedera-

ciefor thetaking of the Caftle;

andthat ifhewouldnot confefs

the fame , they would uſe him

evenastheyhaddone theſeJapo-

ners,andworſealſo. Having gi-

venhimtheTorture , they ſoon

made him confeſs what ever they

askedhim. This was the fifteenth

ofFebruary 1622. Stilo veteri.

Forthwith , about nine of the

clockthefamemorning,they fent

forCaptain Towerſon,andthereft

of the English that were in the

Town tocometospeakwith the

Governour in the Caſtle : They

allwent,ſave one that was left to

keepthe house. Being come to

theGovernour , he toldCaptain

Towerſon, that himselfandothers

ofhis Nationwere accuſed ofa

Abel

anined.

con-
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conſpiracie to ſurpriſe the Ca-

(tle, aud therefore , until further

Trial, were toremain prisoners.

Inſtantlyalſo they attached him

that was left at home in the
houſe , took the Marchandize

oftheEnglishCompanythere in-

totheir own cuſtody by Inven-

torie , and ſeized allthe Chefts,

Boxes,Books, Writings , and o-

therthings in the English house.

Captain Towerson was commit-

tedtohisChamber with aguard

ofDutch Souldiers. Emmanuel

Tomſon was kept prifoner in the

Caſtle; the reſt , viz Jobn Beo-

mont , Edward Collins , William

Webber , Ephraim Ramsey , Timo-

thy Johnson, John Fardo , andRo-

bert Brown were ſent aboard the

Hollanders Ships then riding in

Harbour , ſome to one Ship, and

ſome to another , and all made

faſt in Irons. The famedayal-

fo theGovernour ſent to the two

other Factories in the ſame

land, to apprehend the rest of

the English there. So that Sa-

muel Colson , John Clark,George

Sharrock, that were found in the

FaGorie at Hitto , and Edward
Col-

B
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Collins , William Webber , and

John Sadler at Larica , were all

broughtprifoners to Amboyna,the

fixteenth of February. Upon

whichday alſo JohnPowl , John

Wetheral , and Thomas Ladbrook,

were apprehended at Cambello,

and John Beomont , William

Grigs , and EphraimRamsey , at

Lobo , and brought in irons to

Amboyna the twentieth of the

ſame moneth. Inthemean time

theGovernour and Fiſcal went

to work with the prisoners that

were already there : And first

theyſent for lehn Beomort, and

Timothy Lohnson , from aboard-

the Unicorn ; who being come

into the Cattle , Beomont was

left with a guard in theHall,

and lohnson was taken into an-

other room. Where,by and by,

Beomont heard him crie out ve-

rypitifully; then tobe quiet for

a little while , and then loud

again. After taſteof thetorture,

Abel Price theChirurgion , that

firſt was examined and tortured

(as is above remembred ) was

brought in to confront and ac-

cuſe him : But lobuſon notyet

cor-
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confeffing anything , Price was

quickly carried out, andJohn-

Jon broughtagain tothe torture ;

whereBeomont heard him ſome-

time crie aloud , then quiet a-

gain , then roar afreſh. At last,

after hehadbeen about an hour

in this ſecond examination , he

was brought forth wailing and

lamenting , all wet , and cruel-

ly burnt in divers parts of his

body , and ſo laid aſide in aby-

place oftheHall , with a Soul-

diertowatch himthathe ſhould

ſpeak with nobody. Then was

EmanuelTomson brought to exa- Emanuel

mination;notin the room whereexamined.

Johnson had been , but in an-

other , ſomething farther from

the Hall. YetBeomontbeing in

theHall , heard him roar molt

lamentably , and many times.

At last , after an hour and an

half ſpent in torturing him, he

was carried away into another

roomanother way,ſo thathecame

not by Beomont through the

Hall. Next, was Beomont called

in , and being demanded many

things , all which he deniedwith

Comfon

२

deep Oaths and proteſtations ,
B2 was
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Brown

wasmade faſtto be Tortured , a

cloath tied about his neck , and

twomen ready with their Jarres

of water to be poured on his

head. But yet for this time the

Governour bad looſe him , he

would ſpare him a day or two,

becauſe he wasanold man. This

was all Saturdays work , the fif-

teenthofFebruary aforelaid.

Upon Sundaythe fixteenth of

February,William Webber,Edward

Collins, Epbraim Ramsey,andRo-

bert Brown , were fetcht from a-

board the Rotterdam , tobe exa-

mined. At the same time came

Samuel Colson, William Grigs, and

John Clark,George Sharrock,and

John Sadler,from Hitto and Lari-

ca , andwere immediately , upon

their arrival , brought into the

Caſtle Hall.

Robert Robert Brown Tailor was firſt

Examined, called in; and being tormented

with water,confeſſed all in order

examined.

as the Fifcal askedhim.

Edward Then was Edward Collins cal-

Collins led in, andtold,that thoſe that

were formerly examined , had

confeſt him as acceffarie to the

plot oftaking theCattle. Which,
when
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whenhedeniedwith greatOaths

and execrations , they made his

hands and feet faſt to the Rack,

bounda cloath about his throat,

ready tobeput to the tortureof

water. Thusprepared,heprayed

tobereſpited,andhewouldcon-

feſsall. Being let down, he a-

gainvowed andproteſtedhis in-

nocencie; yetfaid, that becauſe

heknewthat they wouldby tor-

turemakehim confeſsanything,

thoughnever fo falſe,they ſhould

dohimagreat favour,to tellhim

whattheywould have him ſay,

andhewouldſpeak it , toavoid

thetorture. TheFifcalhereupon

faid; What , doyou mock us

andbad,Upwith him again; and

fogavehim thetorment ofwa-

ter: whichhenot able long to

endure, prayed to be let down

again tohisConfeffion. Then he

deviſed a little with himself, and

told them , That about two

moneths anda half before, him-

Felf, Tomfon,Johnson, Brown, and

Fardo,hadplotted, with the help

ofthe Japoners , to ſurpriſe the

Caſtle. Herehe was interrupted

bythe Fifcal,andasked whether

Cap-B 3

+
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Captain Towerson were not of

that conſpiracie. He answered,

No. You lie , ſaid the Fifcal ;

didnothecall you all to him,

and tell you , that thoſe daily

abuſes ofthe Dutch had cauſed

him to thinkofa Plot , and that

he wanted nothing but your

conſentand ſecrecie ? Then ſaid

a Dutch Merchant , one John

Foost that ſtoodby, Did not you

all (wear upon aBible to be ſe-

cret to him ? Collins anſwered

withgreat Oaths, that he knew

nothing of any ſuch matter.

Then they bad make him falt

again : whereuponhe then ſaid,

Allwas truethat they had ſpo-

ken. Then the Fifcal asked him,

whether the Engliſh in the reſt

ofthe Factories, were not con-

ſenting to this Plor. He an-

fwered , No. The Fifcal then

asked him , whether the Prefi-

dentofthe Engliſh at faccatra,

or Maſter WeldenA gent inBan-

da, were notPloers or privy

to this buſineſs. Again he an-

ſwered, No. Then the Fifcalask-

edhim ,bywhatmeans the lapo-

ners ſhould have executed their

pur-
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purpoſe. Whereat, when Collins

ſtood ſtaggering and deviſing of

ſome probable fiction , the Fifcal

holphim,andſaid ,Should not

twoJaponershave gone to each

point of theCaſtle , and two to

theGovernours Chamberdoor;

and when the hurly-burly had

been without , and the Gover-

nour coming to fee what was

the matter , the Japoners tohave

killedhim ? Here one that flood

by, faid to the Fifcal , Do not

tell him what he ſhould ſay,

but let him ſpeak of himself.

Whereupon the Fiſcal , without

attending the anſwer to his for-

mer queſtion , asked what the

Japoners mould have had for

their reward. Collins anſwered,

1000 Ryals apiece. Lastly , he

asked him, when this plot ſhould

have been effected. Whereun-

to, although he anſwered-him

nothing (not knowing what to

deviſe upon the ſudden ) yet he

was diſmiſſed , and very glad

to come clear of the Torture ,

though with certain belief that

heſhoulddie for this his confef-

fion.

B 4 Next

2
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Samuel Next

Colfon was Samuel Colson

examined. brought in , being newlyarrived
fromHitto, as is beforetouched,

andwas the farneday brought to

theTorture ,who, for fear ofthe

pain wherewith he ſaw Collins

comeout, in ſucha caſe, that his

eyes were almoſt blown out of

his head with the Torment of

water; choſe ratherto confels all

theyaskedhim:and ſo was quick-

lydismiſſed, coming out weep-

ing, lamenting,andproteſting his
innocencie.

John

Clark

,

Then was John Clark , that

Examined, came with Colfon from Hitto

fetcht in, and a little after was

heard(by thereftthat werewith-

outintheHall) to crie outamain,

TheyTortured him with water

andwith fire,bythe ſpace oftwo

hours.ThemannerofhisTorture

(asalſoof Johnsons andTomsons)

wasas followeth: Firſt they hoi-

fed him up by the hands with a

cordonalargedore, where they

made him falt upon two haples

ofIron, fixt onboth fides at the

top ofthe dorepoſts , haling his

handsonefrom the otheras wide

asthey could ſtretch. Beingthus

made
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made falt,his feet hung ſome two

footfrom the ground;which al-

ſo they Aretcht aſunder as far as

theywould retch , and ſo made

them faft beneath unto the dore-

trees on each fide. Then they

bound a cloth about his neck

andfaceſo cloſe,that littleor no

water could goby. Thatdone,

they poured thewater ſoftlyup-

onhisheaduntill the cloath was

fullup to themouthand noſtrils,

and fomewhat higher; ſothat he

couldnot draw breath, but he

muſt withall fuck inthe water :

whichbeing till continued tobe

poured in foftly , forced all his

inwardparts, came out of his
noſe,ears,andeyes,andoften,as it

wereſtifling and choaking him,

at length tookaway his breath,&

broughthim toa ſwounor faint-

ing. Then theytook himquickly

down,&made him vomit up the

water. Being a little recovered,

they tricedhimup again,&pour-

edinthewateras before,eftioons

takinghim down as he ſeemed to

be ſtifled. In this manner they

handledhim three or four ſeve-

ral times with water, tillhisbo

B5 dy
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dywasſwoln twice or thrice as

big as before,his cheeks like great

bladders and his eyes ſtaring and

ſtrutting out beyond his fore-

head: yetallthis hebare , with-

out confeffing any thing ; info-

much as the Fifcaland tormen-

tors reviled him , ſaying,that he

was a Divel , and no man , or

furely was a Witch , at least had

ſome charm about him , or was

enchanted , that he couldbear fo

much. Wherefore they cut off

his hair very ſhort , as fuppofing.

he had fome witchcraft hidden

therein. Afterwards they hoiſed

himupagain asbefore , and then

burnthim with lighted candles

inthe bottomof his feet , untill

the fatdroptout thecandles; yet

then applied they freſh lightsun-

tohim. Theyburnt him alſo un-

der theelbows , and inthe palms

ofthe hands; likewiſe under the

arm-pits,untillhis inwardsmight

evidentlybe ſeen. At last , when

they faw he could ofhimself

make no handſome confeffion,

thenthey led him along with

queſtions of particular circum-

ſtances , by themselves framed..

Being
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Being thus wearied and over-

come by the torment , he an-

fwered , yea , to whatsoever they

asked: wherebytheydrew from

himabodyofa confeffionto this

effect; to wit , That Captain

Towerson had uponNew-years

day latt before , ſworn all the

English atAmboyna to be ſecret

and affiſtant to aplotthathehad

projected , with the help ofthe

Japoners , to ſurpriſe the Caſtle,

and to put the Governour and
thereltoftheDutch todeath.

Having thus martyred this

poor man , theyſenthim outby

four Blacks : who carried him

between them to a dungeon,

where he lay five or fixdayes,

without any Chirurgion todreſs

him,untill (his fleſh being putri-

fied) greatMaggots dropt and

crept fiohim inamoſt loathſom

andnoilommanner. Thusthey fi-

niſhed their Sabbath dayes work;

&itgrowingnowdark , ſentthe

reft of the English (that camethat

day fromHitto,&till theatttend-

ed in theHall)firſt to the Smith's

ſhop , where they were loaden

with Irons , andthen to the fame:

loath-
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loathſomedungeon , where Clark

and the reſt were , accompanied

with thepoor laponers , lying in

the putrefactionoftheir tortures.

ThenextmorningbeingMun-

day theſeventeenth of February,

old ftile, WilliamGriggs and lobn

Fardo, with certain laponers, were

brought into theplaceof exami-

nation.

William The laponers were firſt cruelly

Griggs tortured, toaccuſeGriggs, which
examined at laſt theydid : and Griggs , to

avoidthe like torture , confeffed

JohnFar- all that theFifcaldemanded. By

do ex1- andby thelike,alſo was doneby

mined. John Fardo and other laponers:but

Fardo himself endured the tor-

tureofwater , andat last confef-

ſed whatsoever the Fifcal asked

him ;and fowasſentback to pri-

fon

JohnBeo-

mont exa

mined.

TheſamedayalſolobnBeomont

was brought theſecond timeto

theFifcals chamber; where one

Captain Newport a Dutch mans

fon(born inEngland)was uſed

asanInterpreter. WilliamGriggs

was alſo brought in to accuſe

him; whofaid , that when the

confultation for taking of the
Caftle
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Caſtle,washeld,thenhe (the ſaid

Beomont ) waspreſent. Beomont

denied itwith great earneſineſs

and deepOaths. At laſt being

tricedup , and drenched with

watertillhis inwardswere ready

tocrack,heanſwered affirmative-

lytoallthe Fifcals interrogato-

ries: yet as foon ashe was let

down,he clearly demonſtrated to

CaptainNewport , and lohnson a

DutchMerchant, then alſo pre-

fent, that theſe things could not

beſo. Neverthelesshe wasforced

toputhishand tohis confeffion,

orelſe hemust to the torture a-

gain, which to avoid , he ſub-

fcribed; and ſohad agreat iron

bolt and two ſhackles riveted to

his legs , and then was carried

back toprifon.

examined

After this , George Sharrock,George

Affitant at Hitto , was called in Sharrock

queſtion; who , ſeeinghowgrie-

voufly others were martyred,

madehis earnest prayer to God

(asfince uponhis Oath he hath

acknowledged ) thathe would

fufferhimtomakeſomeſuchpro-

bable lies against himself, as the

Dutchmight believe, andfo he

might
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might eſcape thetorment. Being

brought to the Rack , the wa-

ter provided , and the candles

lighted, he was by the Gover-

nourand Fiſcal examined , and

charged with the conſpiracie.

He fell uponhisknees , andpro-

teſtedhis innocencie. Thenthey

commanded him to the Rack,

and told him ; Unleſs he would

confefs,he ſhould be torment-

'edwith fireand water to death,

and then ſhould be drawn by

thehee's to thegallows,and there

hanged up. He ſtill perfifting in

this his innocencie , the Fifcal

badhim behoiſed up. Then he

craved reſpiteawhile , and told

them , thathe was at Hitto , and

not in Amboyna , upon New-

years day , whenthe conſulta-

tionwaspretended ; neitherhad

been there fince Novemberbe-

fore , as was wellknown to ſun-

dry of the Hollanders themſelves

that refided there alſo with him.

Hereupon , they commanded

him again to the Rack : but

he , craving reſpite as before,

nowtoldthem, that hehad ma-

nytimesheard Iohn Clark( who

was
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waswith him at Hitto) fay,That

theDutchhad done them many

unſufferablewrongs, and that he

wouldbe revenged of them : to

which end,he had once broken

withCaptain Towerſon ofabrave

Plot. At which word the Fif-

caland the reſt were attentive,

encouraginghim to proceed. So

hewenton, ſaying , that John

Clark had intreated Captain

Towerson , that he might go to

Maccaffer, there to conſult and

adviſe with the Spaniards to

comewithGallies, and rob the

ſmall Factories of Amboyna and

Seran, whennoſhips werethere.

Heretheyasked him, what Cap-

tain Towerſon ſaid to this. He

anſwered, thatCaptainTowerſon

was very much offended with

Clark for the motion ; and from

thenceforth could never abide

him. Hereupon the Fifcal cal-

ledhimRogue,andſaidheprated

allfromthematter,& ſhould go

tothe torture. He craved favour

again , and began another tale;

to wit, that upon Twelf-day

then laſtpalt,John Clarktold him

at Hitto,thatthere was a practife
to
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totake the Caftle ofAmboyna ;

and asked him,whether hewould

conſent thereunto. Whereupon

he demanded ofClark , whether

Captain Towerſon knew of any

ſuch matter. Which,Clarkaffir-

ming; then he (thefaidSharrock)

faid, that hewoulddoas the reft

did. Then the Fiſcal askedhim,

what time the confultation was

held. He anſwered , In Novem-

ber laſt. The Fifcal laid , That

couldnot be : for, the conſulta-

tionwas upon New-yerrs day.

ThePrisoner ſaid as before in the

beginning, that he had not been

inAmboyna fince the firſt ofDe-

cember , till now that he was

brought thither. Why then ,

quoth the Fifcal, haveyoubelied

your felf? whereto the Prifoner

reſolutely anſwered, that all that

hehadſpokentouching anytrea-

fon, was falſe and feigned, onely

to avoid torment. Then went

theFifcal out into another room

totheGovernour, and anon re-

turned,and fent Sharrockunto the

Priſon again. The next day he

was calledagain , and a writing

preſented him , wherein was

framed

/



(25)

framedaformal confeffionofhis

laft conference with Clark at

Hitto, touching the plot to take

the Castle of Amboyna : which

being read over to him , theFif-

cal asked him , whether it were

true , or no. He answered , No,

Why then,ſaid the Fifcal,didyou

confeſs it?He anſwered, For fear

ofTorment. TheFifcalandthe

reſt in a great ragetold himhe

lied; his mouth had ſpoken it ,

and itwas true,and therefore he

ſhould fubfcribe it. Which as

foonashehaddone,he fell pre-

ſentlyintoagreatpaffion, charging

thembitterly tobe guiltieof the

innocent bloud of himself and

the reft , whichthey ſhould look

toanſwer foratthedayofJudge-

ment: withall he grappled with

the Fiſcal , andwouldhave ſtop-

ped him from carrying in the
confeffion to the Governour,

with whom he alſo craved to

ſpeak ; but was inſtantly laid

hold on,and carried away to

prifon.

WilliamWebber, being next ex- William

amined, was told by the Fifcal, Webber

that John Clark had confeffed

examined.

him
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him tohavebeen at Amboyna on

New-years day , and ſwornto

Captain Towerson's plot,&c. All

which he denied , alledging , he

was thatday at Larica : yetbeing

brought to the torture , he then

confeffed,hehadbeenat the con-

fultation ac Amboyna upon New-

years day , withallthe rest ofthe

circumſtances in order ashe was

asked. Healſofurther toldthem,

hehad receivedaletter from lobn

Clark; after which was a Poſt-

ſcript , excuſing his briefwriting

at that time, for that there was

great buſineſs in hand. But one

Renier a Dutch Merchant , then

ſtandingby, told the Governour,

that upon New-years day , the

timeofthis pretended conſulta-

tion,Webber and he were merrie

atLarica. So theGovernour left

him, andwent out. But the Fif-

calheldonuponthe other point,

touching thePoſtſcript ofClark's

Letter, urging him to ſhewthe

ſame. Whichwhenhe couldnot

do , though often terrified with

the torture, hegave him reſpite ;

promifing to ſave his life , ifhe

would produce that Letter.

Then
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Then was Captain TowersonGabriel

brought to theexamination,andTower.

ſhewedwhat othershad confel- mined.

ſedofhim. He deeply proteſt-

inghis innocencie , Samuel Col-

ſon was brought to confront

him: who being told , that un-

leis he would now make good

his former confeffion against

Captain Towerson , he ſhouldto

the torture, coldly re-affirmed

the fame, and ſo was ſent away.

Theyalſo brought William Grigs

&John Fardo to juſtifie their for-

merconfeffions tohis face.Cap-

tain Towerſon ſeriouſly charged

them, that as they would anſwer

it at thedreadfullday ofJudge-

ment, they ſhould ſpeak nothing

but the truth. Bothofthem in-

ſtantly fel downupon theirknees

beforehim;praying him forGods

fake toforgivethem,&ſaying fur-

theropenlybefore them all, that

whatsoevertheyhad formerly có-

feſſed, was moſt falſe, and ſpoken

onely toavoid torment.With that

the Fifcal& the reſt offered them

again to the torture: which they

would not endure , but then af-

fon exa-

firuned their former confeffions to

betrue. When
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John

ral exa-

mined.

WhenColson(whohad accuſed

CaptainTowerſonbefore)was re-

quiredtofethishand tohis con-

feffion, heasked the Fiſcal, upon

whoſe head he thought the fin

would lie, whether upon his that

was conftrained to confeſs what

was falſe, or upon the coſtrainers.

TheFifcal, after a little pauſe up-

on this queſtion,wentin to the

Governour then in another

room;butanon returning , told

Colson he must fubicribe it:which

hedid;yet withall made this pro-

teftation : Well , quothhe, you

makeme toaccuſe my selfando-

thersofthatwhich isas falſe, as

Godistrue:for, God is mywit-

neſs,Iamas innocent asthe child

newborn.

Thus have they examined all

thatbelong totheEnglish Com-

panyinthe ſeveral Factories of

the IllandofAmboyna.

The one and twentieth of

Wethe- February , they examined Jobn

Wetheral, Factor at Cambello in

the Iſland ofSeran. Heconfeffed,

hewas at Amboyna upon New--

years day : but for the confulta-

tion,whereofhe was demanded,

he
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heſaidheknew ofno other but

touching certain cloath of the

English Company, that lay in the

Factories rotting and worm-

eaten, whichthey adviſed toge-

therhow to put off to the bek

avail of their Imployers. The

Governour ſaid, theyqueſtioned

him not about cloath , but of

treaſon : whereof when he had

proteſted his innocencie , he was

forthat timedismiffed. But the

nextdayhe was ſent for again,

andCaptainTowerſon broughtto

confrontandaccuſe him, having

before(it teems)confeffedfome-

what against him. ButMr. Tow-

erſon ſpake now theſe words

onely : Oh,M.Wetheral,M. We-

theral, ſpeak the truth , and no-

thing butthe truth, asGodſhall

put intoyourheart. So Captain

Towerson was put out again, and

Wetberalbrought to the torture

ofwater with great threats; if

water wouldnotmake him con-

feſs,fire ſhould. Heprayed them

totell him what he ſhould fay,

or to write down what they

would , he would ſubſcribe it.

Theyſaid, he needed noTutor;

they
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they wouldmakehim confeſs of

himſelf.Butwhenthey had triced

himupfourſeveraltimes,and ſaw

he knew not what to ſay , then

they read him other mens con-

feffions, &asked him from point

topointastheyhad doneothers:

andhe tillanswered, Yea,to all.

John Next was called in John Powl,

Powl exa-Wetherals affiſtant atCambello:but
mined. he, proving that he was not at

Amboyna fince November (ſave

nowwhen he was brought thi-

ther prifoner)& being ſpoken for

by one lohn looſt , who had long

beenwell acquainted with him,

wasdiſmiſſed without torture.

Then wasThomas Ladbrook,ler-

Ladbroek vant to VVetheral & Powlat Cam-

examines. bello,brought to be examined:but

proving that he was at Cambello

atthetimeofthepretendedcon-

ſultation,and ſerving in ſuchqua-

lity,as thathewas neveracquaint-

edwith anyofthe Letters from

the Agent ofAmboyna , he was

eafilyandquickly diſmiſſed.

Ephraim Ephraim Ramfy was alſo exa .

Ramfey, mineduponthewholepretendedsxamined. confpiracie,andparticularlyque-

Thomas

Aioned cócerning Captain VVel-

don
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den the English Agent inBanda,

butdenyingall, and proving that

he was not at Amboyna at New-

years tide , being alſoſpoken for

bylobn losſt;wasdiſmiſſed,after he

hadhanged in the Rack a good

while , with irons uponhis legs,
andthe cloath abouthis mouth.

Sadler

Laſtly , Iobn Sadler , ſervant to John

WilliamGrigsatLarica, was exa- examined.

mined; and being found to have

been abſent from Amboyna at

New-years tide, whenGrigsand

others werethere , was diſiniſſed.

Thus have we all their exami-

nations tortures ,and confeffions,

beingthe workof8. days , from

the 15. to the 23. of February .

After which , was two dayes re-

ſpite before the ſentence. John

Powl,being himſelf acquitted

asbefore faid, went tothe prifon

to viſitJohn Farda , one ofthoſe

thathadaccufed Captain Tower-

fon. To him Fardo religiouſly

proteſted his innocencie; but e-

ſpeciallyhis forrow for accuſing

Maſter Towerson : for , faid he

the fear ofdeath doth nothing

diſmay me; for,God ( I trust)

will be mercifull to my foul,
ac-
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according to the innocencie of

mycauſe. The onely matter that

troubleth me, is,that through fear

ofTorment I have accuſed that

honest and godly man Captain

Towerson , who (I think in my

confcience)was ſo upright and

honeſt towards allmen, that he

harbourednoillwilltoany,much

lefswould attempt anyſuchbu-

fineſs as he is accuſedof. Hefur-

ther faid , he would before his

death receivethe Sacrament , in

acknowledgementthat hehadac-

cuſedCaptainTowerfon fallyand

wrongfully , onely through fear
ofTorment.

The fiveand twentieth of Fe-

bruary, old ſtile ,all the prisoners,

aswellthe English, as thePortu-

galand the laponers,werebrought

intothegreatHall ofthe Caftle,

and there were folemnly con-

demned, except Iohn Powel ,E-

phraimRamsey , Tobn Sadler , and

Thomas Ladbrook, formerly ac-

quitted, as aforesaid.

Captain Towerson having been

(during all his imprisonment)

keptapart fromthe reſt , ſo that

none of them could come to

ſpeak
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ſpeak with him ; writ much in

his Chamber ( as fome of the

Dutch report, ) but all was ſup-

preſſed, ſave onely a Bill of debt,

which oneTh. Iohnson , a free

Burgher got ofhimbyfavourof

his keepers for acknowledgement,

that theEngliſh Company owed

himacertain fum ofmony. In

- the end of this Bill he writ there

-words: Firmed by the Firm of me

Gabriel Towerſon now appointed

to dieguiltles of any thing that can

-be justly laid to my charge. God

forgive them their guilt ; and re-

ceiveme tohismercie. Amen. This

Billbeingbrought to M. Welden

theEngliſhAgent at Banda , he

paid the money, andreceived in

theacknowledgement.

VVilliamGriggs (who had be

fore accuſed Captain Towerson)
writ these words following in

hisTable-book: Ve,whose names

are bereſpecified ; JohnBeomont,
Merchant of Loho William

GriggsMerchantofLarica , Abel

Price, Chirurgian of Amboyna.

RobertBrown,Tailor , which do

bere le Prisoners in the Ship

Rotterdam , being apprebended

?

A

C for
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1

for conspiracie , for blowing up the

Castle of Amboyna : we being

judged todeath this fifth ofMarch.

Anno 1622. which we through

torment were constrained to speak,

thatwhichwe nevermeant,noronce

imagined ; the which we take upon

ourdeathsandsalvation : they tor-

tured us with that extream torment

of fire and water , that flesh and

bloud could not endure:and this we

take upon our deaths,that they have

put us to deathguiltless of our ac

cusation. So therefore we desire,

thatthey thatshallunderstandthis ;

that our Imployers may understand

these wrongs , andthatyour ſelves

wouldhave a care to look to your

ſelves : fortheir intentwas to have

broughtyou in alſo;they askt cocer-

ningyou,whichif theyhad tortured

us, wemustbaveconfefſedyou also.

Andso farewel;written in the dark.

This Table-book was after-

wards delivered to M. Welden

afore-namedby onethat ſerved

theDutch

Samuel Colfon alſo,another that

accuſedCaptainTowerſon,writ as

• followeth in the waſte leaves ofa

book, whereinwereboundtoge-

ther
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ther the Common-Prayers , the

Pfalms,and theCatechilm.

Inonepagethus ;

March 5.Stilonovo , being Sun-

day,aboard the Rotterdam , ly-

inIrons:

Nderstand that I Samuel

was apprebended for suspicion of

conspiracie ; and for any thing I

know, must diefor it : wherefore,

havingno bettermeans to makemy

innocencie known, have writthis in

this book,bopingsome good Eng-

liſhmen willsee it. Ido bereupon

my salvation,as Ihopeby his death

andpassion to have redemption for

my fins, that Iam clear of allsuch

conspiracie; neither do I know any

Englishman guilty thereof; nor o-

ther creature in the World. As

this is true : Godbleß me.

Sam. Colfon.

Ontheother fide ,upon the firſt

1

page ofthe Chatechifim,is thus

written :

I
Nanother leafyou shall under-

ſtandmore, which Ihave written

in this book.

Sam. Colfon.

C2 In
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Inthebeginning ofthePlalms

andin the leaf ſo referred unto,

is thus written, viz:

He lapons were taken with

Isome villany, andbrought to
examination:beingmosttyrannous-

ly tortured, wereasked if theEng-

liſhbad any band in their Plot.

VVbich torture made them ſay,

Yea. Thenwas MasterTomſon,

M. Johnſon , M. Collins , John

Clark brought to examination, and

were burnedunderthe arms , arm-

pits,the bands, andſoals ofthe feet,

with anothermost miserable tor-

ment to drinkwater; some of them

almost tortured todeath , andwere

forced to confess that which they

neverknew, by reason of the tor-

ment which flesh and bloud is not

able to endure. Thenwere the rest

ofthe English men called one by

cue ( amongst which I was one)

beingwishedto confeß , or else I

mustgo totorment; witball caused

M.Johnson ,who wasbefore tor-

mented, towitness against me, or

elsebeshouldbe tormented again ;

Whichrather than be would endure,

befaid,VVbat they wouldhave, be
would

こ
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wouldspeak. Then muſt Iconfeß

that Ineverknew , oror else to go to

torment; which rather than Iwould

ſuffer,Idid confess that, which (as

IshallbesavedbeforeGodAlmigh-

tie) is not true , being forced for

fear of torment. Then did they

make us witneſſe against Captain

Towerſon , and at last made Cap-

tainTowerſon confess all, being

for fear ofmost crueltorment : for

whichwe mustalldie. As Imean

andhope to have pardon for my

fins,Iknow no more than the child

unbornofthis business. VVritten

with my own band the first of

March,Stilo novo.
Sam.Colfon.

Yet in another page were theſe

words:

born in Newm-Castle

ITyne, where Idefire this book
may come, that my friends may

know ofmy innocencie.

Sam.Colſon.

Thisbookhedelivered to one

that ſerved the Hollanders , who

ſowed it up in his bed, and after-

ward, at his opportunitydeliver-

edit toM.VVeldenbeforenamed

C.3.
All
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Alltheſe ſaid writings are yet

extantunder the hands ofthefe-

veral parties, wellknowntotheir

friendshere inEngland.

The fix and twentieth of Fe-

bruary, Stilo veteri, the Prisoners

were all brought into the great

Hall oftheCastle ( exceptCap-

tain Towerson & EmanuelTom-

fon)tobeprepared for death by

theminiſters. The laponeers now

all in general,as fomeofthemhad

donebefore inparticular , cryed

outunto theEngliſh, ſaying;Oh

you Engliſh men, wheredid we-

ever inour liveseat withyou,talk

with you , or ( to our remem-

brance)ſeeyou ? TheEngliſhan-

ſwered , Whythenhaveyouac-

cuſedus ?Thepoor men, percei-

vingtheywere madebelieve each

hadaccuſed others , before they

had ſodone indeed; ſhewedthem

their tortur'd bodies,and ſaid,Ifa

ſtone were thus burnt , would it

not change hisnature?howmuch

morewe thatare flesh andbloud?

Whil'lt they were all in theHall,

Cap. Towerſon was brought up

intotheplace ofexamination and

two greatJarres ofwater carried
after

,
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e-

after him. Whathe theredid or

fuffered was unknown to the

- Engliſh without : but it ſeemeth

they made him then to under-

- writehis confeffion.After ſupper

-John Powl , Ephraim Rimsey, Th .

Ladbrook, and Iohn Sadler , who

werefound not guily , asafore-

faid,weretakenfromthereft,and

-put into another room. By and

by allo were Samuel Colson , and

Edward Collinsbrought fromthe

reft; into the roomwhere Ema-

nuelTomſou lay: The Fifcaltold

them, it was the Governours

mercie, to ſave oneofthemthree:

and it being indifferent to him,

whichofthem were the man , ie

washispleaſuretheyſhoulddraw

lots for it , which they did , and

thefree lot fellto Edward Col-

lins ;who thenwas carried away

to the Chamber , where John

Powlandthe reſt that were quit,

lodged, and Samuel Colsonback

into the Hall. Anon alſo Jobn

Beomont was brought out of the

Hall intothe Chamber , where

John Powl , and the rest of the

acquittedperſons were, andwas

told , that hewas beholding to

C4 Peter

ة
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Peter Johnson the Dutch Mer-

chantofLobo , andto the Secre-

tarie ; for they twohad begged

hislife.

Sothenthere remained inthe

HalltenoftheEngliſh; for Cap-

tainTowerson & Emmanuel Tom-

fon(as isfaidbefore ) werekept

inſeveral rooms apart from the

reft: Totheſe that remained in

theHall , came theDutch Mini-

ſters,who telling themhow ſhort

atime they had to live , admo-

niſhed and exhorted them to

maketheirtrue confeffions; for it

wasa dangerous and defperate

thing,todiffemble at ſuchatime.

TheEngliſh ſtillprofeſſed their

innocencie , andprayed theMi-

nifters that they might all re-

ceive the Sacraments , as a ſeal

ofthe forgiveness oftheir fins;

andwithall , therebyto confirm

their laſt profeffionof their in-

nocencie. But this wouldby no

means be granted. Whereupon

SamuelColſon ſaid thus unto the

Miniſters ; You manifeſt untous

the danger of diffimulation in

this cafe. Buttellus, ifwe ſuffer

guiltleſs,being otherwife alſo true

b:-
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:

believers in Chrift Jeſus , What

ſhall be our reward? The Prea-

cher anſwered,By how muchthe

clearer you are,ſo muchthe more

glorious ſhalbeyour reſurrection.

With that word , Colson Garted

up,imbraced thePreacher,&gave

himhis purſe,, with ſuch money

ashe had in it , ſaying ; Domine,

Godbless you: tell the Gover-

nour, I freely forgivehim; and I

intreatyou, to exhort him tore-

penthimof his bloudy tragedy,

wrought upon uspoor innocent

fouls. Here all the rest of the

Engliſh ſignified their conſent to

this Speech . Then ſpake Jobn

Fardo to the reft , in preſence of

theMinifters, as followeth : My

Countrey- men,andBrethren, all

thatareherewith me códemned

to die , I chargeyou all , as you

willanſwer it at Gods judge-

mentfeat , ifany ofyoube guil-

ty ofthis matter,whereofwe

are condemned , diſcharge your

confciences and confeſs the truth

for fatisfaction of the World.

Hereupon Samuel Colſon ſpake

with a loud voice, ſaying , Ac-

cordingtomyinnocencieinthis

Cs
crea-
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treaſon , ſo Lordpardon all the

reſt ofmyfins : and if I be guilty

thereofmore or leſs , let me ne-

verbepartaker of thy heavenly

joyes. At which words every

oneofthe reft cried out , Amen

forme,Amenformegood Lord.

Thisdone, eachofthem know-

ingwhom hehadaccuſed, went

oneto another begging forgive-

nes for their falle accufation,be-

ing wrung from them by the

painsor fear oftorture.Andthey

all freely forgave one another:for

nonehadbeen ſo falfly accuſed,

but he himselfhadaccuſed ano-

ther as falſly.In particular,George

Sharrock(who furvived to relate

this nights paſſage)kneeleddown

to lohn Clark, whom hehadac-

cuſedof the tale at Hitto above

mentioned, and craved forgive-

nels at his hands. Clark freely

forgavehim, ſaying; how ſhould

I look tobe forgiven ofGod, if

Iſhould not forgiveyou, having

my felfſofalſly accuſed Captain

Towerſon,and others ?

Afterthis, they ſpent the reſt

ofthedolefull night in Prayer,

finging ofPlalms, and comfort-

ing
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ing one another ; though the

Dutch that guarded them , of-

feredthem wine , bidding them

drink Luſtick, and drive away

the forrow;according tothe cu-

ſtom oftheir own Nation in the

like cafe,but contrarie to the na-

ture ofthe Engliſh.

Upon the morrow morning,

being the executionday, the 27.

of February , Stilo veteri , John

Pow! being freed (as is abovere-

cited)came into theroomwhere

the condemned perſons were,

andfound them at Prayer. They

all requeſted him to relate unto

theirfriends inEngland , the in-

nocencieoftheir cauſe; taking it

upon theirdeaths,that what they

had cófeffed against themſelves&

otherstouchingthis crime,was all.

falſe,&forcedby fear oftorture.

The fame morning William

Webber was called again into

the Fifcals room, and there pref-

fedtoproduce the letter , which

The hadbefore confeſſed to have

received from John Clark , in the

Postscriptwhereoffomegreatbu-

ſineſs was intimated. They pro-

- miſed him his life, ifhe would
deliver.

2
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deliver orproducethem that let-

ter :which althoughhe didnot,

nor indeed could,yet at laltthey

pardonedhim, and ſent him to

the reſt that were faved , and

Sbarrockwithhim.

#That morning EmanuelTomfor

underſtanding thatJohnBeomont

was pardoned , made means to

have him come and ſpeak with

him; which, with much ado , he

obtained.. Beomont found him

fitting in a Chamber , all alone

inamoſt miferable faſhion ; the

woundsofhis tortureboundup,

but the matter& gore-bloud if-

tuing through the Rollers. He

tookM.Beomont by thehand,and

prayed him, when he came into

England , to dohisduty to the

HonourableCompany , his Ma-

fters, to M. Robinson , and tohis

brother Billingsley , and tocerti-
fiethem ofhisinnocencie, which

(faidhe)youyourſelfknowwell

enough.

Allthings being prepared for

the execution , the condemned

werebrought forth ofthe Hall

alongby the Chamber where the

quit and pardoned were ; who

tood
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0

e
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flood in thedore , to give and

takethe farewell of theirCoun-

trey-men nowgoing to execu-

tion. Staying a little for this

purpoſe, they prayed and charged

thoſe , that were ſaved , tobear

witneſs to their friends in Eng-

land oftheir innocencie,andthat

theydied not Traitors , but ſo

many Innocents , meerly mur-

theredby theHollanders , whom .

theyprayedGod to forgive their

bloud-thirstineſs , and to have

mercie upon theirown ſouls.

Being brought into the Yard,

their fentencewasthere read unto

them froma Gallery, andthen

they were thence carried unto

theplaceofexecution , together

with nine Japons and a Portu-

gal: nottheordinarie and ſhort

way, but roundabout in a long
proceffion,throughtheTown;the

wayguardedwith five Compa-

nies of Souldiers , Dutch and

Amboyners , andthrongedwith

theNatives of the Iſland, that...

(upon the fummons given the

day before bythe found ofthe

Drum ) flocked together tobe-

holdthis triumph of theDutch
over
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over the Engliſh. Samuel Colson

had conceived a Prayer in wri-

ting,intheendwhereof heprote-

ſtedhisinnocencie:which Prayer

he read to his fellows the night

before, and nowalfo at the place

ofexecution devoutly pronoun-

cedthefame, then threw away

the paper , which theGovernour

cauted tobebrought tohim, and

keptit,

EmanuelTomson told the reſt,

hedidnotdoubtbutGOD would

ſhew ſome ſign oftheir innocen-

cysand everyone ofthe reft took

itſeverallyupon their death, that

theywere utterly guiltleſs;and ſo

oneby onewith great cheerful-

nefs (ufferedthe fatal ſtroke.

The Portugal prayed over his

Beadsvery devoutly , and often

kiffed theCroſs; ſwearing there-

upon,that hewas utterly innocent

ofthis treaſon: yet confeffed, that

Godhadjuſtly brought thispu-

nishmentuponhim , for that ha-

ving awife in his ownCountrey,

hehad, bythe perſwaſion ofthe

DutchGovernour,taken another

in thatCountrey , his firſt being

yet living.

The
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TheJuponslikewife (accord-

ing to their Religion ) ſhut up

theirlaſt Act withthelike profet-

fion oftheir innocencie. Sothere

ſuffered ten Engliſh men , viz.

Captain GabrielTowerfon the A-

gent ofthe Engliſh atAmboyna,

Samuel Colson Factor at Hitto , E-

manuel Tomson Aſſiſtant at Am-

koya,Timothy Johnson Affiſtant

there alſo , John Wetheral Fa-

Etorat Cambello , John ClarkAf

Giftant at Hitto , William Griggs

Factor at Larica, John Fardo Ste-

ward of the houſe , Abel Price

Chirurgian , and Robert. Brown
Tailor.

ThePortugal alſo ſuffered with

them. His name was Augu-

ſtin Perez. Hewasbornat Ben-

gala.

The names of the Japoneses

that ſuffered (ifany be curious

toknow them) were as follow-

cth :

Hititfo,

Tfiofa, allborn at Firando.

Sinfa.

Sidney Migiel,

PedroCongie,

Thome Corea. ξ
born at Na-

ganſacque.

:

Quia
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{
QuiandayonativeofCoraets.

Tſabinda ofTſoncketgo.

Zanchoe ofFifien .

Beſides theſe,there were two o-

ther Japoneses ; the one named

Soyfimo, born at Firando; andthe

other Sacoube, ofthe fameplace:

the former ofwhich being tor-

tured , confeffed both to have

beenprivyto this pretendedtrea-

fon,and tohave offered his fer-

viceuntotheEngliſhtoaidthem

in taking oftheCaſtle: and the

latter confeffed to have had

knowledge ofthe conſultation

oftheother Japons to this pur-

poſe. But neither of them was

executed , nor fo much as con-

demned. The reaſon whereof

was not known to the Engliſh

thatwere faved.

Theyhadprepareda cloath of

blackVelvet, forCaptain Tower-

ſons'sbodyto fall upon ; which

being ſtained and defaced with

hisbloud,theyafterwards put to

the account ofthe EngliſhCom-

pany.

At the inſtant of the execи-

tion , there aroſe a great dark-

nefs,
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neſs , with a fuddenand violent

guſtofwindand tempeft;where-

bytwooftheDutchſhips,riding

in the harbour ,were driven from

their Anchors , and with great

labourand defficulty ſaved from

the Rocks. Withina few dayes

after, one William Danckin ,who

had told the Governour , That

Robert Brown , theEngliſhTai-

lour,had a few Moneths before

toldhim,hehoped , that within

fixMoneths the Engliſh ſhould

haveas much to doin theCaſtle

ofAmboyna,astheDutch : This

fellow , coming upon anevening

tothe gravewhere the Engliſh

wereburied,beingall (ſaveCap-
11

tain Towerson, inone pit, rel

down upon thegrave; andha-

vinglienthere a while , roſe up

again ſtarkmad , and ſo conti-

nued two or three dayes toge-

ther,andthen died. Forthwith

alſo fella new ſickneſs at Amboy-

na , which ſwept away about a

thousandpeople Dutch and Am-

boyners : in the ſpace wherein,

there usually died not above

thirty at other ſeaſons. Theſe

ſigns wereby the ſurviuingEng-

lib,
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liſh referred tothe confidentpre-

diction of Emanuel Tomson a-

above-named,andwerebytheAm-

boyners interpreted as a tokenof

thewrath ofGodfor this barba-

rousTyrannyoftheHollanders.

Thenextday after the execu-

tion , being theeightand twen-

tieth ofFebruary, Stilo veteri,was

ſpent in Triumph for the new

Generalofthe Dutch thenpro

claimed,and inpublick rejoycing

for thedeliverance fromthispre-

tendedtreaſon.Theday follow-

ing,being the firſt ofMarch, lebn

Beomont , George Sharrock , Ed-

ward Collins,and WilliamWebber,

werebrought totheGovernour;

who told Webber Beemont and

Sharrock , that they were par-

donedinHonourofthenewGe-

neral ; and Collins , that he was

togotoJaccatra , there to ſtand

tothefavouroftheGeneral. So

theGovernour made themdrink

winewith him , and curteoufly

diftiniffed them: willing them to

goandconfult with the reſt that

were faved , who were fit tobe

placed in the ſeveral Factories.

Which done ,and their opinions

re-
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reportedto theGovernour, he

accordinglycommanded each to

hisplace; adding, thathewould

thenceforthtake uponhimthepa-

tronageandGovernmentof the

Engliſh Companies buſineſs. To

which purpoſe , he had within a

fewdayes paſt opened a Letter

thatcamefromthe EngliſhPre-

fident at laccatra directed to

Captain Towerson ; being ( as he

faid ) the firſt Engliſh Letter that

everheintercepted; further, ſay-

ing, that he was glad that he

found by that Letter , that the

Engliſhat laccatrawereinnocent

touching thisbuſineſs.

TheGovernour and Fiſcal ha-

ving thus made an end at Am.

boyna,dispatchedthemſelves for

Banda: wheretheymadeverydi-

ligent enquiry againft Captain

Welden,the EngliſhAgentthere;

yetfoundnocolour nor ſhadow

of guilt tolay hold on : but at

laſt entertained him with courte-

ous ſpeeches , profeffing to be

very glad , that theyfound him,

aswellas the Engliſh at lacca-

tra , tobe without fufpition of

this Treaſon ( as they tearm it.)

Cap-
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Captain VVelden , perceiving the
diſorder and confufion of the

Engliſh CompaniesaffairsatAm-

boyna, by means ofthisdealing

oftheDutch; forthwith hired a

DutchPinnace at Banda, and paf-

ſedtoAmboyna : where, inſtantly

uponhis arrival, he re-called the

Companies ſervants, ſent (asbe-

fore) by theDutch Governour-

to the upper-factories.

Having enquired ofthem,and

the reft that were left at Amboy-

na , of the whole proceedings

lately paffed , he found , by the

conftantandagreeing relation of

themall, that there was no ſuch

Treaſon of the Engliſh as was

pretended :as alle understanding
whattrict commandtheGover-

nourhadgiven to the ſurviving

Engliſh , not once to talk or

confer with the Countrey peo.

pleconcerning thisbloudy bufi-

neſs, although the faid Countrey

people every day reproched them

withtreaſon , anda bloudy in-

tention to have maſfacred the

Natives , and tohave ripped up

thebelliesofwomenwith child,

and ſuch like ſtuff , wherewith

the
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the Dutch have poffefſed the

poorVulgar, to make theEng-

liſh odiousunto them. The ſaid

M.VVelden therefore finding it to

fort neither withtheHonournor

profit of the Engliſh Compa

ny , his Maſters , to hold any

longer reſidence in Amboyna , he

tookthe poor remnant of the

Engliſh alongwith him , in the

faid hired Pinnace for laccatra;

whither the Governour had ſent

John Beomont and Edward Collins

before, asmencondemned , and

left to the mercie of the Ge-

neral.

When this heavy news ofAm-

boyna came to laccatra and the

• Engliſh there,thePreſident forth-

with fent to the General ofthe

Dutch , toknowby what Au-

thority the Governour ofAm-

boynahadthusproceeded against

theEngliſh,andhow he and the

reft ofthe Dutch there at lac-

catra,didapprove theſe proceed-

ings. The Governour returned

for anſwer,that, TheGovernour

ofAmboyna's Authoritywasde-

rived from that of the Lords

States General of the United

Neather-

&
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Neatherlands , under whom he

hadlawfullJurisdicton both in

Criminaland civil cauſes, within

the deſtrict ofAmboyna; further,

that ſuch proceedingwas necef-

ſary against Traitours , ſuch as

theEngliſh executedat Amboyna,

might appear to be by their own

confeffions : a Copywhereof he

therewith ſent to the Eng-

liſh Preſident ; whoſent the fame

back to be Authentickly certifi-

ed,butreceived it not again.

Hitherto hath been recited the

bare and naked Narration ofthe

Progreſs and paſſage ofthis acti-

on,as it istaken out oftheDepo-

ſitions offix ſeveral Engliſh Fa-

ctors; whereof four were con-

demned, andthe other two ac-

quitted in thisProceſs ofAmboy-

na: all , ſince their return into

England , examined upon their

Oaths in the Admiralty Court.

TheparticularofCaptainTower-

ſon's,asalſoof Emanuel Tomfor's

examinationsandanſwers,arenot

yet come to light , by reaſon

that theſe two were kept apart

from all the reſt, and each alone

byhimſelf; norany other of the

Eng-
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Engliſh ſuffered to come to

ſpeak with them , except onely

that ſhort Farewell , which lobn

Beomont took of Tomson the

morningbefore the execution-be-

forementioned. The like obſcu-

rity is yet touching the examina-

tions and anſwers of diverſe of

the reſt thatare executed; being,

during their imprisonment , fo

ſtrictly lookt to ,and watchedby

the Dutch , that they might not

talk together , nor mutually re-

latetheir miſeries.

*

But becauſe the Hollanders

defend their own proceedings by

the confeffionsofthe partiesexe-

cuted, acknowledging ſeverally

under their hands,that they were

guilty of the pretended crime;

it will not be amiſs to recollect

and recallunto this place , as it

were unto one ſumand totall,

certain circumſtances diſperſed.*.*

in ſeveral partsofthis Narration;

whereby , as wellthe innocencie

oftheEngliſh , as the unlawfull

proceedings against them, maybe

manifeſted.

Firſt therefore it is to be re-

membred , that theJapons were

ap-
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apprehended, examined, and tor-

tured three or fourdayes, before

the English were attached, and

the fame aswell of their appre-

henfion , astorture , was rifeand

notorious in the Townof Am-

boyna , and the parts adjoyning.

Tomſon , in this interim , andthe

very first day of the examination

oftheJapon ,went to the Caftle
toask leaveof theGovernourto

land ſome Rice , and brought

back the news with him to the

Engliſh houſeofthe cruel hand-

lingof theſepoor lapons. This

had been Item enough to the

Engliſh, ifthey had been guilty,

to ſhift for themſelves : whereto

alſotheyhad ready means bythe

Curricurries or ſmallBoats of

the Amboyners , which liealong

the Strand in great number,

wherewith theymighteafilyhave

tranſporred themſelvesto Seran,

to Bottoom,or toMaccaffar,outof

the reach and Jurisdiction ofthe

Dutch: but in that they fled

not in this caſe , it is a very

ſtrong preſumption that they

wereas little privy toany trea-

ſonoftheirown, asſuſpiciousof

,

any
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any treachcerous tran laid for

theirblouds.

Inthenext placelet it be con-

fidered, how impoffible it was for

theEngliſhto atchieve this pre-

tended enterpriſe.

TheCastleofAmboyna is ofa

verygreat trength ( as is before

declared; ) the Garriſon therein

twoor three hundredmen,befides

asmanymore oftheir free Bur-

gers in the Town What their

care and circum pection in all

their Forts is, nayappear,notone-

yby the quickAlarm they now

took at the foolish queſtion ofthe

poorJapon , made tothe Sentinel

above- recited ; but alfo by that

which alittlebefore happened at

Jaccatra , whereone oftheir Soul-

diers was ſhot to death for fleep-

ing in the watch.

DurſttenEngliſhmen(where-

ofnot one a Souldier ) attempt

any thing upon ſuch a ſtrength

and vigilancie ?As for the affi

ſtance of the Japons , they were
butten neither, andall un-armed

aswellas theEnglish : For, as at

the ſeizureof the Engliſh houſe,

all the provifion therein found
D was
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was but three ſwords, two Muf-

kets,andhalfapoundofpowder:

ſo theJapons (exceptwhen they

are in lervice ofthe Castle , and

therearmedbytheDutch) areal-

lowed tohaveno Arms, but one-

lya Catan, a kindofſhort ſword:

and it is forbidden to all the

Dutch, upon great penaltie,to fell

anyhand-gun,powder orbullets

to the Japons or Amboyners. But

let it be imagined, that theſe 20

perſonsEnglish &Japons, werefo

deſperateas toadventure the ex-

ploit; how ſhould theybeable to

mafter the Dutch in the Caſtle, or

tokeeppoffeffion when theyhad

gotten it? what ſecond had they?

There wasneither ShipnorPin-

naceoftheEnglish in the harbor.

Alltherest of the Japons in the

Iſland, werenot twenty perfons,

andnotone Engliſh more.

nearest ofthe reft of the English

wereat Banda,forty leagues from

Amboyna and thoſe but nine per-

fons,allafterwards cleared by the

Governour and Fifcalthemſelves

from all ſuſpitionofthispretend-

edcrime, aswerealſo the reſt of

theEnglishatJaccatra.

The

On
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Ontheotherfide, befides the

ſtrength ofthe Caſtle and Town

of Amboyna , the Hollanders

have three other trong Caſtles ,

well furnished with Souldiers

in the fame Iſland, and at Cam

bello near adjoyning. They had

thenalfo in the road of Amboy-

na eight Ships andVeſſels,name-

ly,theRotterdam of 1200 Tun,

the Unicorn of 300 Tun , the

Free-mans Veffel of 100 Tun,

the Calck of 60 Tun , Captain

GamalsJunckof40Tun,theFlute

of300Tun , the Amſterdam of

1400Tun, anda ſmall Pinnace

ofabout60Tun ; and all theſe

well furnished with men and

Ammunition, Itis true, that the

Storiesdo record ſundry valiant

andhardy enterpriſes oftheEng-

lish Nation, andHolland is wit-

nefs ofſomeofthem , yea , hath

reaped the fruit of the English

reſolution; yet no Storie ,noLe-

gend ſcarcelyreportethany ſuch

hardineſs, either of the English

or others, That ſo few perſons,

ſo nakedof all proviſions& fup-

plies, ſhouldundertake ſuch an

adventure upon acounter-party,
D 2 fo
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ſowelland abundantly fitted at

allpoints.

Butlet it be further granted,

that they might poffibly have

overcomeall theſedifficulties; yet

towhatend and purpoſe ſhould

they put themſelves into ſuch a

jeopardie ? They knew well

enough, that it was agreedbe-

tweenbothcompanies at home,

That the Forts in the Indies

ſhould remain reſpectively in the

hands ofſuch , as had poffeffion

ofthem at the date ofthe Trea-

ty , Anno 1619. and that the

ſame was ratified by the Kings

Majeſtie , and the Lords States

General. They knew likewife,

andall the world takes know-

ledgeof his Majeſties Religious

oblervation ofPeace andTreatie

withallhis neighbours, yea,with

alltheworld: whatreward then

could theſeEngliſh hope for , of

this their Valour and danger ?

Certainlynone other than that

which is expreflyprovidedby the

Treaty it felf, that is , To be

puniſhed as the diſturbers of the

Common Peace,and Amity of

bothNations.

Buc
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Butlet theſeEngliſh men have

beenas foolish in thisplot as the

Hollanders will havethem; is it

alſoto be imagined , that they

were ſo graceleſs , as when they

were condemned , and ſeriouſly

admonished by the Minifters to

difcharge their confciences , yet

then toperfift intheirdiffimula-

tion , being otherwise of fuch

godlybehaviour, as toſpend the

time in Prayer,ſinging ofPfalms,

and ſpiritual comforting onean

other, which the Dutch would

havehad thembeltow in drink-

ing, to drive away their forrow ?

Let Colſons queſtionto theMini-

ter be confidered : his and the

reſts offer and defire to receive

the Sacrament , in ſign andtoken

oftheir innocencie; their mutual

asking forgiveness for their like

falſe accufations ofone another,

forcedby theTorture; Tomsons

laſt farewelltoBeomont; Colfons

prayer , and his writing in his

Prayer-book; Fardo's farewell to

Powel;alſohis conjuring exhor-

tation tohis fellows, todifcharge

their confciences, and all their

anſwers thereunto;cravingGods
F3 mer
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mercieorjudgement according

totheir innocencie inthis cauſe;

their generaland Religious pro-

feffion of their innocencie , to

theirCountreymen, at their laſt

parting with them , and finally,

the fealing ofthis profeffion with

their last breathandbloud , even

intheveryArticle ofdeath , and

in the ftroke of the Executio-

ner. What horrible and unex-

ampled diffimulation were this?

Iffomeone or more ofthemhad

been ſo fearfully deſperate , yet

would not there one amongst

ten be found to think of the

judgement tocome; whereunto

he was then inſtantly ſummoned

without Effoin , Bail , or Main-

priſe ? What ? hadtheyhope of

reprieve and life, iftheykept their

countenance to the laſt ? Yet

what hope had Tomſom and the

reft , when Captain Towerson's

head wasoff? Nay, what defire

had Tomſon and Clark to live,

being ſo mangled and martyred

bytheTorture ? They were exe-

cutedoneby one , and every one

feveral took it upon his death,

thathewas guiltleſs.
Now
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Now to blanch and ſmooth

overall this rough andBarbarous

proceeding ; it is heregiven out,

that the Governour and Fifcal

found ſuch evidence oftheplot,

and dealt ſo evenly in thepro-

ceſs , thatthey ſpared not their

ownpeople;havinguſed ſome of

their NativeHollanders,partakers

ofthis treaſon, in the ſameman-

ner as theydid the English. But

this, as wellby theRelation here

truely and faithfully fet down,

grounded upon the ſworn Te-

timonie of fix credible witneſ-

ſes , as alſoby other ſufficient re-

portsofdiverſe (latelycome out

ofthoſe parts) appeareth tobe a

meer tale, notonce alledged by

any in the Indies in many

moneths after the execution , but

onelyinventedanddiſperſedhere,

fora Fucus and a faircolour up-

onthewhole cauſe , and to make

theworldbelieve,that the ground

ofthis Barbarous andTyrannous

proceedingwasa true crime,and

nottheunfatiable covetouſneſs of

theHollanders,by this crueltrea-

cherytogaintheſole tradeofthe

Molluccos , Banda and Amboyna,

whichC 4
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which is already become the

eventofthisbloudyproceſs.

To addehereunto by way of

aggravation, willbe needleſs; the

fact is ſo full ofodious and bar-

barous inhumanity , executedby

Hollandersupon the English Na-

tion, in a place whereboth lived

under Terms ofpartnerſhip and

greatamity, confirmed bya moſt

folemnTreaty.

A



A TRUE

DECLARATION

Ofthe News thatcame out of

the East-Indie withthe Pin-

nacecalled the HARE,

arrived in Texel in .

Fune, 1624.

CONCERNING

AConſpiracie discoveredin the Iſland

ofAmboyna , and the punishment

foliowingthereupon, according

to the course ofJustice , in

March 1624. compre-

bended in a Letter

Miffive;

AND SENT

From aFriend in theLow-Countries,

-to a Friend ofnote in England,

for information ofhim in the

Truth ofthoſe paſſages..

Printed , Anno 1651.





RightWorſhipfull,and Wor-

thy SIR,

Hegreat out-cries which

bave beenmade inEng-

land, uponthelastNews

whichcameout oftheEalt-

Indies , about a certain execution

which was done in the Iſland of

Amboyna , in March 1623. be-

cause wesee the great desire that

your Worship bath , to keep good

correspondence betwixt these two

Nations, it bath causedme (be-

yond my own curiosity) to search,

and inquire after the right and

true beginnings,proceedings , and

iſſues of these affairs , upon which

this execution followed. Wherein,

Iperſwade myself, Ihave attained

goodsucceß , by suchmeans as I

have used , and by mygood ac-

quaintance , so that (at the last) I

am come to the clear light of the

matter: partly by theLetters that

havebeen sent home to the Com-

pany bere , and declared to the
Statess
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StatesGeneral , as also by a par-

ticular examination of the proces

made against them in Amboyna,

before their execution,andsent over

bither in writing , which at this

preſent bath caused me to write this

unto your Worſhip , that so , the

truthmay bemade known concern-

ing this busineß in all places,where

yourWortbines,andrespect, can, or

may bringit to pas; that so your

Worſhip, and alltrue well-willers

(ofour Countrey,) may beno other-

wise thought of than we deserve.

2
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ATrue Declaration of the

Newsthat came out of the

East- Indies,with thePin-

nace called the HARE,

which arrived in Texel,

inJune, 1624.

He very cauſes and

beginnings through

which , theGover--

nour , and Councel,

eſtabliſhed in the

nameofthe United

Neatherlands in Ambayna, came

into fufpicion , that ſome thing

was plotted against that Pro-

vince;did firſt flow from thegreat

licentiouſneſs of the Tarnatanes

in Moluque, and Amboyna : Who,

intrare to the contract of alli

ance 1606. made with the High A

andMightyLords the States, at-

rempted (without our conſent

and knowledge) tomake peace

with theKing of Tidore : as allo

truce with the Spaniards , (their, B
and
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A

and our ancient adverſaries) by

which , the ſaid Tarnatanes had

too much caft off all reſpect ,

which they , both in regard of

our confederacie , and manifold

affittance did owe to this State.

C. The Spaniard alſo was maſter e-

noughatSea, in the Moloque,be-

cauſetheEnglishMerchants there

in theEast-Indies were unwilling

tofurniſh uswith Ships of War

towardthe common defence, as

theywerebound to do, accord-

ingtotheTreaties 1619, to the

number of ten. Throughwhich,

thevoyages to Mannila , coming

toceaſe, theEnemytraded there,

without any interruption , and

procured power to ſendGallies,

Ships,and Pinnaces totheMoloque,

withgreat fuccours ofpeople,and

provifion; and that becauſe , a-

gainst theſame(through the de-

faultof the English Merchants)

therewereno Ships ofWarkept,

as there ſhould havebeen.

D TheSubjects of the King of

Tarnata, begun tocommit great

inſolencies (otherwiſe than they

were wont) againft our Nation,

having outragiouſly affaulteddi-

vers...
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versofus divers wayes , andal-

ſo ſlainfome , and we notwith-

ſtanding could not obtain any

punishment uponthem. Andas

one outrage (unpuniſhed) pro-

vokes many more , through hope

of the like impunity , or other

confiderations; ſo were the ſaid

Tarnatanes ofAmboyna, dwelling

at Lobo , Cambello, andthoſe near

adjoyning places proceeded fur-

othetis , and have armed them-

bfolves at Sea , and invaded di-

vers lands,andplaces, ſtanding
under the Neatherlands Gover-

-nour in Amboyna , ſpoilingthem,

andkilling our Subjects , andta-

king others , and carrying them

away for Slaves. Andnotwith-

ſtanding the inſtant requeſt ofthe

NeatherlandsGouernour, no fa-

tisfaction , or Justice , hathfol-

lowed; but the faid Tarnatanes

areyet gone further , and openly

threatened to murder the Dutch

Merchants , and to ſpoil and to

burn the Logie, or Fattorie, which

our people have many years

there enjoyed : ſothat ourMer

chants have taken out the Dutch

4

goods , to avoid dammage :

And 2
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Andthe Tarnatanes at Loboedid

actually ſet on fire , andoruined

the faid Neatberlands Factorie.

IntheManichels (an Iſland being

underthe Province ofAmboyna)

they have in like manner ſhortly

after , burned the Neatherlands

Logic , with the lofs ofall the

goods therein . TheNeatherlands

Governour , thatbyhisprefence

andAuthority , he might cauſe

fuchRebellions to ceaſe , and to

giveorder for time to come and

alſo toſeek fatisfaction , andpu-

nishmentuponthe aforesaid info-

lencies, went toward Lobo , with

aſmall power of Sloops, and

coming thereabout , was met

(otherwile than was wont)by a

Navie of Sloops of the Tarna-

tans of Lobo , Aronger thanhis

were. Theſe ( by their confe-

rence) gave him well toknow,

how little reverence they gave

theDutchGovernour theybraved

Phim, without hope ofreftitution

of any thing to come; ſo that,

(nothingdone)hewasfainto re--

turn to his Caille of Amboyna.

Byreaſonoftheſe things,the ſaid

Tarnatanes became fo ſtout and

daring,
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daring, thatthey gave out open-

ly, that they would come, and

fpoil our Subjects by a general

Army, with above an hundred

Friggots : with theſe, they ſaid

theywouldcomeagainstAmboy-

na, tomakeauniverſal ſpoil of

our people;through which, there

camea great fear upon the In-

dians, ſtanding under the Sub-

jectionoftheHigh and Mighty

Lordsthe States, as alſo over the

Neatherianders.

Inthe Iſlands lying far East- E
wardofBanda, it was alſo ſaid,

and the News went currantly

there, That the Hollanders were

fure enoughquit oftheCaſtle of

Amboyna;Andat that time there

weredivers fecret correſponden-

ciesbetweentheIndians,&others,

which gave us great ſuſpition.

By this means the Neatherlands

Governour,andCouncel ofAm-

boyna, weremoved to have ſpe-

cial regard , and look narrowly

unto all things , feeing that it

mightbe thenceclearlygathered,

that ſomethingmightbeplotted

against the State in Amboyna, and

thatthe Indians (of themselves)

durft
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F

durſtnot offer to undertake any

fuch great deſign , without ſome

greathelp offomeofEurope ,ei-

ther ofSpaniarnds , Portugals , or

ſomeother ; andalſo , they un-

derstood, that theyofLobo, Cam-

G bello, &c. hadgreat ſecret cor-

refpondence with the English

Merchants. Whenthings were

in ſuch a ſtate in Amboyna , there

cameforthand was wonderfully

discovered , in February 1623.

ahorribleconſpiracie againstthe

• Castle , and Perſonofthe Dutch

Governour , andthe whole ſtate

ofAmboyna : and first , by the ap-

prehenfion ofa certain laponian

(acomplice ofthe feat) who at

an unſeaſonable time was often

ſeenupon the wallof the Caſtle,

where healſo over-curiouslyen-

quiredofthe moſt unskilfull and

fillieſt Souldiers,touching the ſet-

ing , and change of the Watch,

and what numberofpeoplemight

be in the Castle , and manyother

things. Whereupon , in the very

Act,thefaidlaponian wasappre-

hended , and being examined of

many circumstances,he confeffed

that the laponian Souldiers un-

der
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derour ſervice , had decreed to

make themſelves Maſters of the

Caſtle,andthatthey ſhouldhave

ſet upon this by thehelp of the

English , whohad folicited them

unto it ; and that he, with all the

other Japonians in the English

houſe , often-times within three

Monethsbefore-going,hadcon-

ferredwith theEnglish(whomhe

there named , by their names)

touching themanner , whereby

they ſhould bring this treacherie

topaſs,Hereupon itcame to paſs,

that all the Japonian Souldiers,

whichwere in our ſervice , were

diſarmed, and impriſoned, andby

examinationof them all , it ap-

peared plainly,by an orderlyand

joynt-confeffion, that alltheſaid

Japonians , upon the intreaty of

Gabriel Towerſon, and other Eng-

lish Merchants& Officers agreed

toaffilt thefaidEnglish, tobetray

theCastle, andtogive it over into

theEnglishpower: & that Gabriel

TowersonandAbel Price(anEng-

lishChirurgion)and other English

dealtoften withthem (whom he

namedby their names)ofthe way

andmeans,how they ſhould work

ic;
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it;theſaidAbel Price being before

impriſoned, for a foul , and exe-

crablefact, andyet remaining in

durance.

Andalthough it appeared fuf-

ficiently to the Governour , and

Councel ofAmboyna, out of the

confeffion oftheJaponians , what

the faidGabrielTowerson withhis

Merchants,and other Complices,

hadbefore refolved to do , and

that the Councel had fufficient

information to impriſon themall;

yet the General Councelwould

not precipitate,but commanded

thefaid Abel Price, (who was in

priſon)tocomebefore theCoun-

cel, and (after theplaces,perſons,

&time,nominated to him, where

andwhen hehad dealt with the

Japonians , and other Engliſh,

about the faid treachery) it was

alſo from him well understood,

howhe(in thename, andby the

command of GabrielTowerson)

andanotherJaponian, (who was

thenalſoinpriſon)hadperſwaded

allthelaponians,to conſenttothis

villany , and that conſequently

the ſaid Towerſon,as the first Au-

thour, andall the otherEngliſh

Mer-
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1

Merchants, ( being in theFor-

reign Cantoreof the Province of

Amboyna) hadalſo knowledge of

the ſaid treacherie.

Upon thisfullandunifom exa-

mination, and confeffion of 12

perſons, aswell ofthe II Japo-

nians, as oneEngliſh , is the faid

Gabriel Towersfon called to the

Councel , and there appearing,

the ſaidTowerſon called together

allhis peopleunto theCaſtle, up-

on the request of the General

Councel , who were there taken,

&imprisoned,except the faidGa-

brielTowerfon himſelf, towhom

(uponhis requeſt ) and in regard

ofhis qualitie , being chiefMer-

chant in Amboynsin the name of

theEngliſhCompanie ; his own

houſe was allotted him for his

ſafekeeping , and forth-coming,

Andthe laid Prisoners were all .

lawfully and orderly examined,

and it appearedby them jointly,

according to their own confef-

fion ( every one having under-

written it with hisownhand) as

followeth:

Gabriel Towerson, about New- Η

yearsday 1623.having with him
al-
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almoſt all theEnglish Merchants

oftheforreign Cantore inAmboy-

na, he affembled them in his

Chamber , and propounded to

them , thathehad fomething of

great moment to impart unto

them, (which he alone couldnot

effect ) under the fidelity of an

Oath tobetakenbefore , for the

keeping fecret thereof, andbeing

trufty therein;ſaying, Itis necel

farieſo to be: for if the thing

ſhould come abroad, which I

Chall makeknown unto you , it

willcoſt all our lives. Whereup-

on the holy Gospel was produ-

ced,upon which,every one , who

was preſentdid ſwear ſecrecie &

fidelitie, aswas required. Then

Towerson(afrera Preface)opened

tothe confpiratours,howhehad

awayandmeans to makehimſelf

Master oftheCattleofAmboyna.

Andwhereas fome preſentmade

itdifficult todo, being too weak

for it: the ſaidTowerſon anſwer--

I ed, Thathehadalreadywon to
his purpoſe the laponian Soul-

dierswho were in the Castle,

andthat they ſhould execute his

purpoſewhen the Dutch , who

Were
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were in theCaſtle , were in their

greatest weakness:and worſtpro-

vided, or ( unawares ) when the

Govermour ſhould be ablent , a-

boutſomeexploit ; and that they

ſhould wait till fome English

Ships , or Ship , were in Am-

boyna , whoſe Peoplehe might

employin this attempt ; as alio,

when as all other the English

Merchants,andflaves oftheFor-

reign Cantore in Amboyna, ſhould

be fent for to the Caſtle. And

faid further,Thathe knew how

togetmenenough&they ſhould

leave this tohis care, and them-

ſelves to theirbeft; and that they

ofLobo ſhould alſo come tohelp

himwith certain Corrersorens,&c.

Uponwhich inducemets,allthat

werepreſent ſworeto affiltTower-

fonherein. Andconcerning the

manner ofExecution , the faid

Towerson had preſcribed to the

Japonians,which were in theCa-

Itle, that theyſhouldſend toeve-

rypointof the Bulwarks two

men,and thereſt,in the Court at-

tend theGovernour,and to mur-

derhim,&that at the ſignwhich

ſhould be given to the English,

they
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they ſhould make themſelves

Maſters ofeverypointofthe bul-

wark,and kill allwho ſhould re-

fift , and impriſon thereft; and

further ſhould take, anddivide

betweenthemſelves,and theJapo-

nians , thegoods of the Dutch

Eaſti Indian Company, except a

thouſandRoyalsofeights; which

every Japonian ſhouldhavebe-

fore, and that they ſhould kill

theCitizens,who would not con-

ſent with them, and do them all

K the miſchief they could. And

touching the time , he had not

yet certainly ſet it ,butthat there

ſhould fuddenly be another af-

ſemblyoftheconſpiratours, when

Gabriel Towerson would give or-

der for all things , andgive a ſign

totheJaponians,whereupon,when

theyſhewed it, they ſhouldbegin

theworkwithin.

L

7

The faid Gabriel Towerson be-

ing asked in particular ; what

moved him to fuch a wicked

fact; he answered, the defire of

Honour and profit. Being fur

ther demanded, who ſhould in-

joythatHonourand Profit), and

forwhomhe would have taken

the
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theCaſtle: he answered , That if

hedidobtainhisdefire,heſhould

preſentlyhaveadvertiſed thoſe of

his Nationbeing inBatavia , and

called for theirhelp, who ifthey

had fenthim fuccour, hewould

havekept the Cattle for his own

Company, viz ( for the English.

Fast-IndianCompany) andifnot,

hewould have heldit for him-

ſelf , and have endeavoured a

peacewith the Indians , that fo

bythe one means orthe other, he

might attain his purpoſe. After

theexamination of Towerſon was M

ended, theDutch Governour in

Amboyna upbraided Towerson of

his cruelintent, and asked, ifthis

ſhouldhavebeenthe recompence

ofthe manifold honours , and
kindneſleshehaddoneunto him.

WheretoTowerſon anſweredwith

a deep ligh , Oh , ifit were to be

begun, it ſhould not be done.

Thisvoluntarie confeffion , and

penitent acknowledgement , with

much forrow, was made the 9. of

March , being the day when the

execution ſhouldhave beendone;

but the examination of Towerfon

wasended the 18. of February,

E fo
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ſomanydayesbefore. This is the

ſubſtanceofthe confeffions of 10

Japonians, of 14English, andof a

Neatherlandish Merimbo, orCap-

tainofthe Slaves ; who all con-

firmed theſe their confeffions

with their own hands .

Whatcrimethis intended pro-

ditionwas,ishencevery manifeſt,

andundoubted:whatpunishment

isdue to treacherie, according to

the LawandCuſtoms of all Na-

tions,isalto well known : no true

Chriſtianman will patronageany

ſuchhorribleattempt,butwillad-

judge it worthy of death , as it

wasdetermineduponthecompli-

cesofthis confpiracie , according

toorderofJultice,as there inAm-

) boyna it is exerciſed (according to

defert) by the Governour and

Councel, in thenameoftheHigh

and Mighty Lords, the States.

Hereyou have (Sir) the very

ſubſtanceoftheTruth , both of

the Factand punishment ; other

than which , many things are

ſpread abroad inEngland,butup-

onwhatpretence,or intendment,

Iknow not ; ler the matter it ſelf

ſpeak for it felf.

The
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The firſt point , which is obje- Object.1 .

Aedagainst thisJuſtice done in N

Amboyna,is concerning the pro-

ceedings; which are faid to be

holden without formality , and

with extremity , against theſe

confpiratours : Your Worship

(andeachreaſonable man)know

eth, that every land hath their

Laws and Ordinances , and

theirparticular manner of pro-

ceedings , as well inCivil as in

Criminal cauſes. England hath

hers , France, Spain , Dutchland,

Neatherland,andallotherKing-

IdomsandGovernmentshaveal-

fo theirs,whichare juſt and law-

fulltoeveryone in theirDomi-

nion; fothat, whenanymanwill

judge ofthe equitieor injufticeof

aproceedinguled in any Land,

he muſt examine the fame ac-

cording to the Laws& cuſtoms

ofthatKingdom orDominion,

where theJuſtice&Proceedings

wereholden. TheſeProceedings

wereholdenbytheNeatberland-

ish Governour , in the nameof

the Illuſtrious Lords, the States,

having fupream Power , many

years fince intheIslesofAmboyna,

E 2 which
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whichwere conquered ( in the

nameofthe faidLords,the States)

fromthe Spaniards, or Portugals,

whoheldthatCaſtle in thename

oftheKing ofSpain, our heredi-

tarie enemy ; therefore they are

nowpoffefled inthe name ofthe

Lords, theStates , and areunder

their Dominion , by a juſt and

LawfullTitle ofWar,according

to the Law ofNations. There

(amongother things )Juftice is

adminiftred according to the

Law oftheNeatherlands, in that

manneras wasused in the pro-

ceedings against theſe conſpira-

tours. Iknow that the Laws of

Englandare divers from ours in

Criminalcafes,yea, and from all

theNations inEurope : howbeit

therefore , no man hath any

groundofreafon tofay , that the

proceedings oftheEnglish judges

(holdeninEngland) against De-

linquents , are not legitimate,

though the faid English proceed-

ingsdovariein the manner from

theproceedings ofFrance , Spain,
&c. whereother cuſtomsare : for

that is lawtull , which agreeth

with the Laws of that Land

where



(17)

where the fact is committed.

Nowthen the Japonian Souldi-

diers,being in theſervice of the

NeatherlandsCompanyin Amboy-

na, arediscovered to havecon-

ſpired against the Castle, and the

Governour there,under whoſe

Oath and paythey were; they

wereapprehended,andexamined,

andconvictedofthe faid confpi-

racie. This proceeding is Law-

full, andtoucheth noman ,be-

cauſethe ſaidJaponians knewno

otherMaſter than theNeather-

landers , underwhoſeOath, fer-

vice,andpaytheyſtand. All theſe

Japonianconſpiratours with the

Taid Merincho, a Captain of the

Neatherlands Slaves, confeffed

with one mouth, that theywere

moved and induced to this con-

fpiracie , by the English Mer-

chants refidentinAmboyna,whoſe

names they named. Now, not

onelythe right ofNeatberland,

butofEngland, and ofthewhole

World requireth , that theAu-

thours, abettours and complices

ofMurder and Treaſon , ſhould

bepunishedwith death; whereto,

accordingto thecommonLaws,

E 3 as
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as alſo the particular Laws of

every Kingdom or Dominion,

theſuſpectedperſons firſt, andbe-

foreall , ſhouldbe imprisoned,

not onely for preventing the ef-

fect of their evil purpoſe , but

that they mightalſo receive their

deſervedpunishment : whichap-

prehenfions,could not (in that

place)bedonebyanyother man,

than by the command of the

Neatherlands Governour , to

whom itbelongeth to take care,

to ſee every act concerning Su-

O preampower to be there obfer-

ved; and eſpecially ( all other

reaſonscealing )thehighestEng-

lishOfficers there, could not ap-

prehend theſe English Conſpira-

tours, becauſe allthe chiefofthe

English Merchants in Amboyna

werethemlelvesofthe confpira-

cie,andcomplices ofthe fact,up-

on which the apprehenfion was

made.Thereforetheapprehenfion

oftheEnglish complices must be

doneby the Dutch Governour,

who therefore hath therein pro-

ceeded according to the cuſtom

p ofallNations ofthe world.And

that theſe apprehenfionsmaybe

holden
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holdenmoreLawfull; it appear-

ethoutofthewritten procels,that

the laid English complices were

not imprisoned upon the firſt fu-

-ſpitions & groſs evidences,which

werehadagainst them,butthenat

last, whenallthe Japonian Soul-

diers were taken , examined , and

convicted, and had discovered

bythe uniform confeffion of all

the eleven , the names and fur-

namesoftuchEnglish as hadper-

fwaded and hired them tothis

fact; ofwhich English, viz. (one

Abel Price , Barber) was before

apprehended (asan Incendiary)for

burning and violencedoneupon

other houſes , who alſo was firſt

examined&firſt confeffied(as the

other IIJaponians) that he(by

name, GabrielTowerson)&other

English Merchants,whomhena-

medbytheir names,had fuborned

thelaidJapori n Souldiers , and

thatallthe Erg'ishMerchants in

the Forreign Cantores in Amboy

na,hadknowledgeofthis conſpi-

racie, &c. So that itmaybe ſeen,

outof that which went before,

thattheDutch Governour dealt

no otherwise in the apprehenfion,

E4 and
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2.

andexamination oftheEnglish,

than according tohisplace , and

power, andthat with great dif-

cretion , according to the Laws

oftheſeUnitedProvinces.

Ouljett Theſecond pointwhich is abu-

fivelydiſperſed inEngland,against

Qthis execution , is, that it is faid,

that it did notappertain to the

Neatherlanders inAmboyna to im-

•priſon the ſaid English, and to

proceed against them , or to pu-

niſh them ; butthat itdidbelong

totheCouncel of Defence refi-

dent atJaccatra , confifting half

ofEnglish , andhalf ofNeather-

landers, according totheTreaty

oftheyear 1619. madebetween

his Majestie and the Lords the

States between the two East-

India Companies. That Imight

thebetter inform myſelfthereof,

Itook in hand, and peruſed the

general Treaty of 1619. with

the explication following there-

upon; but Iprofeſs, that (as I

think) every underſtanding man,

(not loving diſcord) muſt con-

ſeſs, thatneither in the ſaidTrea-

tie, nor inthe enlargement , any

one Article or word couldbe

per-
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perceived , whereby ( according

tothat which is untruely ſaid in

England) eitherthis, or any ſuch

thing is ordained,ordecided,by

•the faidTreaty , as it ought to

have clearlybeen in ſo great and

importantapoint , as this part of

Jurisdiction is. I appeal to all

wife men , who I defire may

judgeofthis, whether this ſpeech

ofſomeinEngland (towit , that

the faid Councel of defence.

ſhould ( alone)havejudgedtheſe

confpiratours)beagreable tothe

faidTreaty, or contrarie tothe

fame. I findmany Arguments

for myNegativeopinions, towit,

that before theTreaty of1619.

theDuch in Amboyna adminiſtred

Jurisdiction, and Judicature, up-

onall and every onewho dwelt

in or underthe Jurisdiction of

the Castle , as well inhabitants

as ſtrangers , without difference;

andthatin this faid Treaty , the

Dutch, with the English Mer-

chants,madeonelya league in the

matterof commerce and Nego-

tiationofNutmegs , Mace, Cloves;

and Pepper , in ſome quarters,

withouthavingany furtherTrea-

Es ty,
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tie, or communication in the

land; ſo that without thebounds

of this common Negotiation,

every one remained free, andun-

hindered in the land by the right

andpoffeffion whicheitherCom-

panyenjoyed,and exerciſed ſeve-

rally, according as the fame ap-

peareth outof the 23 Article of

the Treatie: where it is exprefly

faid, That Castles and Furtsshall

remain in their handswho at pre-

fentdo poffefſs them: And out

ofthe 13.14.15. Articles ofthe

Treatie, all may fee , that this

common Councel of Defence

hathno more power , ſaveonely

over the fellowſhip ofthe Trea-

tie , that is , over the Navieof

defence in the Sea, tothe de-

fence of the common Merchan-

dize , and liberty of commerce;

and laſtly , to tax the charges

for theproviſion of ammunition

intheForts: neither can any o-

ther thing be fincerely collected

outofthe faid Treaty , ſo far as

Ican conceive. Therefore this

ſecond point is found to beun-

true and abuſive , being not

founded upon the ſaid Treatie,

which
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whichTreatie (notwithstanding)

oughttobetheonelyrule,bothof

theone andthe other Company.

Finally, it isgivenoutinEng- R

land, that in the examinationof

theConſpiratours there was ex-

ceſs in theNeatherlands Judges,

in the point of Torture : I ac-

knowledge,that no argumentor

pretextagainst theJuſtice of this

execution , hath moremoved me

in thebeginning , than this pre-

tenceofexceſs atorelaid , becauſe

this (tirrethChriſtian compaffion;

although I alſo judge , that wile

menwillnot fuffer themſelves to

betoomuchtran/ported thereby,

before the true reaſons dofully

appear , which ſhould move us

thereunto.For , I well remember

yet that in thetimeofformer mi-

ſtakings in the Indies many things

werepretendedonbothparts,up-

onwhich,thereweregreatoutcries

one either fide, which yet,bydue

examination , were found tobe

(though fair, yet)falſe pretexts of

fomeill-wi.lers andmendefirous

towrangle:whichpretencesbeing,

throughly fiftedby theHighand

muchadmiredwisdomofhisMa-

jesty
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L

jesty,&theLords,theStates,were

well diſcovered to be no fuch

matters as they were made: as it

isalſoundoubtedly tobebelieved,

that his Majesty , and the States,

will yet furtherdoin thisaffair :

and to the cause of the Dutch

Companymaybe(in the carriage

hereof ) rightly justified. Of

which I understand that the

Lords the States have ſpecial re-

gard , and that they have been

throughly inforined, what is the

very truth of the things there

palt, and of the Execution in

Amboyna uponthe English con-

ſpiratours.. Untowhich end the

Lords the States reſolved to fee

and peruſe all the Papers and

Letters , touching the faid pro-

ceedings : And now thereupon

men ſpeak far otherwise than

heretofore; for pretences,and ca-

vils (being once detected) cannot

ftand with truth. And it doth

plainly appear , that there is little

truth in the matter of Torture,

reported tobe moſt cruelly infli-

cted upon theſe English conſpi-

ratours , as in England it is ſaid.

And I have ever ſuſpected this

for
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for a flander : for I know the

DutchNationdoth naturallyab-

horthiskind ofcruelty , and are

as much moved to commiſera-

tion , as any other people. But

whether theſe evilmindedmen,

who have ſcattered this great

ſlander in England , andhave fo

fowlydefacedajuſt caufe , have

doneitby occafionofour useof

Tortures in theſe Lands , in ſome

weightycauſes, according tothe

custom of the moſt Dominions..

ofEurope ; I cannotJudge. But

isthat to becenſured&Judged

tobeunjult ofthewholeworld,

which is repugnant to the Laws

ofEngland, (or anyoneNation)

where Torture is rarely uſed ?

Nothing ſo; but the Juſticevor

injuſtice ofa cauſe must be (as

aforeſaid)determined,according

totheLawswhere it is done,and

not of other Lands. Ifthiswere

notſo ,whythen ſhould not the

wholeWorld much moreJudge

that as a hard,&athing unheard

(and therefore condemnable)

which in ſome cauſes is uſed in

England,according totheLaws

there ,when theyproceed againft
fome
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ſomeguiltieperſons; whobeing

once&againaskedoftheJudge,

and utterly refuſing tobe legally

tried , is adjudgedasdumb,that

is ,by contumacie; whoſe con-

demnationthenaccordingly fol-

loweth,thathe is laid uponata-

ble, or plank , and another plank

uponhim , and ſo much weight
offtoneor lead laid upon him,

thathisbodyis miferablybruiſed,

andſoprefſſed violently todeath.

The which , according to the

confeffionofallNations , ( efpe-

eially, becauſe thiskind ofjuſtice

is not uſed inother Lands) and

bytheEnglish writers , is judged

tobeoneofthemoſt ſharp and

feverekindsofdeath , thatcanbe

invented;yet cannot ſuch anex-

ecutionbe called cruel and un-

lawfull,when it isdoneinEng-

land,because itisdone accord-

ing to the Laws of that Land,

though Arangers ſhall judge o-

therwise ofit. And in like man-

ner the English Nation cannot

complainof theTorture which

evil-willers ſay , was uſed upon

theſe English Conſpiratours in

Amboyna,becauſe it is done ace
cord-
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cordingto theLaws ofthisGo-

vernment, and is not unusual in

cafes ofTreaſon, neither with us,

nor (almost) any Nation in Eu-

rope. And for Englandit ſelf, it

iswellknown (andhis moſtex-

cellent Majesty doth acknow-

ledgeby his own Princely pen)

that theRack, andtheManicles,

aretheonelyTortures , that are

exerciſeduponTraitors, to force

themtoconfels, (without conceal-

ment) what they know to be

dangerous to the State.

AndtoſaytheTruth,without

taking parts,the EnglishConfpi-

ratours beingaffronted withthe

uniform& written confeffionsof

the 1 1Japonians(theircomplices)

whichcould convincethem fuf-

ficientlyaccordingtothe laws,&

findthemguiltyofthe ſamecon-

ſpiracie,&confequentlyofdeath:

ifnow,notwithstanding this they

hadperſiſted in the ſtout denial

ofthefact , were not this , (to

(fpeakaccording to themanner

in England ) enough to judge

themdumbbycontumacie , and

ſotoeſteem themworthyofthis

fore punishment ofPreffing to

death,

*
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death,as is afore-faid?but this tor-

tureofours ( if any inAmboyna

wereſo tortured) is to be judged

far leſs, than that preffing, where

the Malefactor doth fuffer (uch

extream miferie , as cannot be

imagined, and which is not tobe

lenified or eaſed at all,but ended

bydeath. But to the ſufficient

fatisfaction ofmy ſelf, andyour

Worſhip, andall men , andnot

to ſpeak according to the fen-

tence,and confcience ofothers;

Ihaveuſed all diligence to get

into myhands the written Pro-

sefs , concerning the Conſpira-

toursin Amboyna , which I ob-

tained authentically , and read

carefully, and I find , that all,

that isbyme abovefaid , is con-

firmed, towit,That theJaponian

Complices wereexamined , and

madetheir confeffions as afore-

ſaid, for threedayes, viz. the 23,

24,25. of February , 1623. and

thatall thisbeingdone, and con-

fummatedbefore , then at laſt,is

GabrielTowerſon, firſt with the

restoftheEnglish Complices im-

priſoned, the ſaid 25. of Febru-

ary,whentheir examination and

con.
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confeffionbegan,& continueddi-

versdayes, without over-haſting

till thethirdofMarch. Andthe

faid examinations and confeffi-

onsbeingtofiniſhed,the Neather-

lands Governour and Councel,

deliberated whether the punish-

ment mightbe deferred to any

long time, or referred to any

otherplace ; but it was ſo con-

cluded by joynt confent of all,

that the faid punishment (there

deſerved) must be executed in the

ſameplacefor example , and that

itcouldnot (inanywife)bede-

layed without extream danger,

for reaſons there related; and

amongothers', becauſe the Tar

natanes , and Indians aboutAm-

boyna,had otherwiſe than they

werewont,rebelled;neither could

itbe fullyknown,whatgreat co-

federacietheſeConfpiratours had

made with them , and others.

And touching any extraordina-

rie, andcruel Torture , Ihave ac-

curatly over-looked every ones

confeffion , but I find not one

word in anyone , whichmaketh

anymentionofſuch Torture , as

isunjustly ſpoken of inEngland;

nay,
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thatall

nay, ſcarce find any mention of

that ordinarieTorture, which is

inuſe, ſave onely theſe words, in

oneactofthe 25 February 1623.

viz. The Councel beinggatheredto-

gether, bave thought meet ,

theEngliſhſhouldbe preſently ex-

aminedone afteranother(as accord-

ingly it was inſtanty done ) and

Someofthem, before any torture,

others , after a little (or rather a

touch)ofit confefſſed as followeth.

Untowhich,followethpreſently,

the particular confeffion ofeach

one, fubfcribed with his own

hand, as aforesaid. So that hence

it is manifeſt , thatno extraordi-

narie Torture wasused, in ſuch

mannerasisgiven out there, by

thoſe that withus evil; nay, that

thoſe fewthat felt any,wereone-

ly touched (not punished) with
ordinarieTorture.

And thus your Worſhip hath

theupright , and impartial truth

of this buſineſs , touching the

wholepaffageas it proceeded,and

thepunishmentas it was inflicted;

fromwhich , ſomeEnglishwere

exempted by favour , that the

English goods ſhouldnot be loft,

ac-
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cordingasorder hathbeengiven

tothat end: And I find that the

ſentencewas given the ninth of

March 1623.bya competentaf-

ſemblyof14Judges;who, (as it

appeareth in the ſentence) in the

doingthereofdid(before)earnett-

ly call upon the Name of the

Lord, that hewould pleaſe tobe

Preſident andPredominant ine-

very one of their hearts in this

their forrowfull assembly;andthat

hewouldinſpirethemonelywith

thatwhichmight be judged to

beexpedient andjuft,&c.Sothat

outofallthat is above ſaid , no-

thingelſe can appear , but that

thisbuſineſswasmanagedlawful-

ly, andorderly,by menofhone-

ftyand confcience , againſt ſuch

ashad undertaken against the

State, against thewealth and ad-

vantage ofthis East-IndiaCom-

pany, the lives of their Officers

there placed , against the eſtate

andwelfareofmany, who had

little deſerved, and as little ex-

pected ſuch wickedneſs from

their friendly confederates in the

ſameſocietie of Merchants, there

refidentwiththem.....
3

And

1
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Andnow(conſidering thepre-

miffes) I hope it ſhallbe far from

every Chriſtian in any wife to
protect or excule this wicked

Fact, but rather to mourn and

grieve ( as wedo) for this con-

Ipiracie, and for the evil, the

Conſpiratourshave ſo deſerved-

lydrawnupontheir ownheads ;

and to honour them , who in

Juſticehavepuniſhedvillany,ac-

cording totheduemerit thereof;

forweallknow , that without

JUSTICE, Without reward of

that which isGood, and punish-

mentofthat which is Evil, no

ſocietie of mankind can con-

GA.

in

And of this information,

(whichI ſend in love, andho-

nour to your Worship , as unto

alover ofTruth , and a bater of

Treacherie) youmaymake ſuch

ufe,astoyou ſhall ſeem good,

anyplacewhereyou come,both

for refutation ofany thing alrea-

dy reportedcontrarie thereunto,

and forprevention ofany further

falſetumours , or clamours ; and

finally,for propagation ofthat un-

doubted truth , which bere ( to

my

:
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my beſt) I have endeavoured to

diſcover. Andifyou ſhall meet

with any thing ofworth ; which

canbe trulyavowed, tobecon-

tradictorie unto anything I have

written, I defire tounderstand it

fromyou , and you to ſuſpend

yourwife and impartialjudge-

ment, tillI have cleared it unto

you. TRUTH remaineth ever

thefame. So I commendyou to

theGod of Truth , defiring him

togiveus minds, Not to judge

according to outward appearance,

but tojudge with a righteousjudge-
ment.

FrommyLodging,

July 23.1624.

AN
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AN

ANSWER

To the Dutch Relation,

touching the Pretended

ConfpiracieoftheEng

lishat AMBOYΝΑ

intheIndies.

CRHe Compiler of this

Relation , percei-

ving thathehad an

hard task tomake

it probable , that

eighteenEnglishmen

Merchantsandtheir ſervants , all

un-armed,ſhould, with the help

and affiſtance oftenJapons , like-

wiſe un-armed , undertake the

furprize ofaCaſtle, ſo provided

everyway, asthat ofAmboyna,

isbeforein theRelation of the

English trulydeſcribed to be :as

alſotheſameAuthor,wellweigh-

ing, thatalbeit all thathewas to

write of this pretended Confpi-

racie,
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racie , ſhould be taken for true,

yet the fact would feem verypoor

tobear ſo rigorous a punishment

inperſonsofthat quality, and of

thatRelationto thoſe that inflict-

ed it ; provides more skilfully

than fairly , for both theſe points

inthe preamble ofthisRelation:

To this end , herakes and heaps

together all the jealoufies and

dangers thatthe Dutchhad in the

Indies: yea ,and more than they

trulyhad , at or about the time

ofthe pretended confpiracie, and

applies them all to the fufpicion

ofthisbuſineſs : as if all their ene

mieswerelikely to confpire with

the English ; and therefore the

fact , undercolour whereof they

were condemned and executed,

were poffibleand probable ; and

as if the ſtate of the time had

beenthenſodangerous, that eve-

ry ſhadow of con piracie was to

be exquifitelyenquired of, &the

leaſtoffencetobeſeverelypunish.

ed. Wherefore although this be

nodirect chargeof the English,

butuſedby theAuthor to fup-

ply the want of probabilities in

the proceſs it felf, it will notbe

amiſs
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amiſs to examin the ſeveral cir-

cumſtances , and how far they

may yield any fufpicion against

thefaidEnglish.

Now this Authourtaketh the A

main grounds ofthis fufpicion of

+ ſome great plot against thePro-

vince ofAmboyna , from theun-

wontedboldness and inſolencies

ofthe Ternatans; firſt intheMol-

luccos, and then in Amboyna. For

thoſe in the Molluccos , he faith,

they had lately before the pre-

tended conſpiracieoftheEnglish,

gone about , contrarie to the

- Treatie, Anno 1606. between

them and the Dutch , to make

peace with the King of Tedore,

and truce with the Spaniard ,

without the conſent or know-

ledgeofthem,the Dutch : which

how honestly and conſcionably

- it isalleadged tothis purpoſe,may

appearby the Journals ofthoſe

parts,whichevidently ſhew, that

this Treaty between thoſe of

TernataandTedore , was in

vember 1621. that is to ſay, fif-

teenMonethsbefore this forged

confpiracie; and that with the

knowledgeofHoatman,theGo-
5 F

inNe

vernour
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vernour of the Dutch , who, up-

on the 19ofNovember the year

aforesaid , acquainted M. Ni-

chols,theAgentofthe English in

thoſe parts , with the prepara-

tions ofthisTreatie , which was

actually holden at Ternata the

24ofthe fame moneth. But the

matter was ſo well handled by

theDutch , to keep thoſe neigh-

bour Iſlands in perpetual War,

that the Treatie was diſſolved

re infecta : And the ſeventh of

December following , an Edict

was publiſhed by the King of

Ternata , commanding all the

Tedorians forthwith to depart

the Iſland of Ternata , upon pain

to be made Slaves. After this,

the correſpondence between the

Dutch and Ternatans in the Mol-

luccoes , returnedinto asfirm ſtate

as ever; the Ternatans perform-

ing dayly exploits against the

Spaniards , and communicating

theTriumph with theDutch : As

the ſeventeenth of February

1622. being a full year before

the feinedTreaſon of theEng-

lish , the King ofTernata , with

twenty Curricurries, took a Spa

nish
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nishGalley, flewforty in fight,

andtook 1 50 Priſoners , whom

theyfold totheDutch forCloath

and Rice : and coming by the

HollandersCaſtle ofMaalaio , the

eighteenth of theſame Moneth,

with the heads of divers Spa-

niards at his Stern , the Dutch

falutedhimfrom their ſaid Ca-

Alewith nine ſhot of greatOrd-

nance. The 25 ofApril follow-

ing , theAdmiralofthe King of

Ternata tooka Prow of the Spa-

niards , flew fome , and foldthe

reft totheDutch. The28 ofthe

fame Moneth , both Dutch and

English werefeaſted by theKing

ofLernata. The 22ofMay next

enfuing , the King of Ternata

wentforth to Machian with fix

Curricurries, and at his departure

washonoured with thirty ſhot of

greatOrdinancefrom the Dutch

Caſtle. The 15 ofJunetheAd-

miral of the King of Ternata

madeaVoyage towards Minda-

now,carryingdivers ofthe Dutch

with him to aſſiſt him. The third

ofJuly theTernatanes took other

Prifoners, and ſoldthem to the

Dutch. The 24 ofAugust the
KingF2
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King ofTernata made oneVegler

aDutchMerchant his Treaſurer ;

atwhoſe inſtalment in his new

Office,the Dutch gave ſeven great

ſhot fromthe Caſtle. And this

good correſpondence , between

theTernatans and the Dutch in

the Molluccos , continued even

untill, and after the execution

oftheEnglish atAmboyna:which

was(ashathbeen ſhewed) in Fe-

bruary, 1623. New ſtile. Upon

the 14 ofwhich Moneth , the

Dutchgave theKing of Ternata,

and other Blacks , two hundred

Bails ofJapan Rice, with other

preſents : at the delivery where.

of, there were ſhot off from the

Caſtleſeven pieces of Ordnance,

and three Vollies ofſmall ſhot.

Byallwhich may appear , how

finceerly this Authour applieth

thediffidencebetween the Dutch

andtheKing of Ternata , which

wasnow noneatall, to thisbu-

ſineſsofAmboyna.

B
The next point is, that the

Ternatans inthe Molluccos went

about alſo to make truce with

the Spaniards,without conſent or

knowledgeoftheDutch;wherein

this
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thisdealing of the Authour is

worsethan the former. For this

Treatieof truceappearethby the

Journals, tohave been holden

the 19ofJuly 1623. which was

fivemoneths after the execution

oftheEngliſh at Amboyna,andſo

cametoo lateto move ſuſpition

against them.

And yet this pretended fear C

andjealoufie of the Molluccos is

further amplified by the ſtrength

ofthe Spaniard , being then( as

thisAuthour affirmeth)Maſter of

the Sea there, and that byde-

fault oftheEngliſh; who, con-

trarie tothe Treatie of the year

1619, had deferted thedefence,

andfentnomore ſhips , neither

tothe Molluccos , nortotheMa-

nilliaes : whence now the Spa-

niards had means to ſend Ships,

Gallies, and Pinnaces , to the

Molluccos. Whatthe ſtrengthof

the Spaniard in the Molluccos(by

Sea ) was,at the time ofthispre-

tendedfear , mayappearby the

exploitsbeforementioned , done

upon thembythe Curricurries of

the Ternatans , without help of

the Hollanders. But for thede-
faultF3
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fault of the Engliſh , which is

hereodiouflyalleadged, it willbe

requifite to ſet down the true

cauſes, wherefore theEnglish re-

linquiſhed theaction ofdefence,

aswellat theManilliaes , as elle-

where; being a matter much ag-

gravated upon alloccafions by

the Hollanders , albeit themſelves

have given the cauſe thereof.

Wherefore ſhortly, the true mo-

tives oftheEnglish,their defifting

from theaction ofdefence,were

asfolloweth. The English hadby

agreement oftheCouncelofde-

fence, two years together main-

taineda Fleet offive tall& war-

like ſhips , tojoyn with the like

ſtrength oftheHollanders,for the

action ofthe Manilliaes , andthe

profit of the Voyage ( as the

charge)tobecommon toboth

Companies. The Dutch prepared

anotherFleet ofſeven Chips,all of

their own, for Macao , bordering

upon China,, near the Manillaes,

without giving knowledgethere-

oftotheEnglish at Jaccatra,until

their Fleet was ready to depart

thence; wellknowing , thatup-

on ſuchwarning it wouldbe im-

pof-
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poffible for the English to pre-

pare a like force to joyn with

them. To thoſe they appointed

alſoeightPinaces that were then

abroad, to joyn ; and afterwards

ſent another Ship with proviſions

unto them. This Fleet paffingby

two ofthe English Ships,which

were appointed for that quarter

oftheManilliaes;theEnglishwel-

comed them, and offered to joyn

withthem in their exploit: which

the Dutch refuſed , faying , That

thisbeing an exploitoftheirown,

the English ſhould neither parti-

cipate ofthe fact, nor of thebe-

nefit that might arife thereby.

Likewise , by agreement of the

Councel ofdefence ofboth Na-

tions, there was another Fleet

of ten Ships fet forth at the

equal chargeof the English and

Dutch, for the coast of Malla-

bar , to ſecure the Trade in that

part.OftheDutch Ships (abouta

moneth after they ſet fail) two

were found to be ſo weak and

leak, that they were fain to re-

turn to ficcatra. The reſt being

come to their quarter , two of

thebeſt oftheDutch Ships were

F4 ſent
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fent awaybythe Dutch Admiral,

for theRed-fea, contrarie totheir

inſtructions and Commiffion at

Face trafrom theCouncelofde-

fence , and notwithstanding the

proteſtations,obteftations and ex-

clamationsof the English against

this prevarication. So that four

Caracks ofthe Portugals coming

that way, the rest ofthe Fleet of

theEnglish and Dutchbeing thus

weakned by the default of the

four Dutch Chips aforesaid ; the

faireſt opportunitythat ever hap-
ned either before or fince the

joyning oftheEngliſh andDutch

Companies,or isever likelytoof-

fer it felf in the future , was loft

and utterlydefeated. By this it

appeareth, what cause the Dutch

havetocomplain of theEnglish

for deſerting the action of de-

fence , and what reaſon and en-

couragementtheEngliſhhaveto

continue the joynt action and

charge with thoſe that uſe ſo lit-

tle fincerity, ever contriving the

common actions and charge to

their private advantage ; that

whenthejointforcesare imploy-

edtogivetheenemyworkinone

part,
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part, they(the Hollanders) might

with eaſe oppreſs them in ano-

ther, and appropriate thewhole

benefit to themſelves.

Thenext fufpicionthat thisau- D

thor gathereth, is fromthe inſole-

cies oftheTernatans ofAmboyna,

dwelling at Lobo and Cambello, &

thereabouts;who (as thisAuthor

faith) preſumednowbeyondfor-

mer example,to outragethe Sub-

jects ofthe Dutch, flaying them,&

carryingthemaway for flaves,yea,

burning twooftheirhouſes , one

at Lobo,and another at Manichels:

for which,when the Governour

wentoutwitha Fleet to craveju-

ſticeandreparation,hewasbraved

by the Ternatans with a ſtronger

Fleet than his own ; yea , they

threatned to come withan hun-

dred Curricurries against Amboyna

Thisdealing of theAuthoris

likethe former about the Treaty

ofpeace with theTedorians , and

truce with the Spaniards. For

whentheGovernour ofAmboyna

fet forththe laſt Fleet ofCurricur-

ries before the apprehenfion of

the English , he stood in good

tearmswiththe Ternatans at Lobos

F5 nei-
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neither of the Factories here

mentioned, being then burnt or

injured. The Governour then

went onely , according to his

yearly custom , to visit the skitts

andout-partsofAmboyna , and

hadnoaffront offered him. Af-

ter that, upon occaſion ofa Slave

oftheEnglish that ran away , and

being afterwards laid hold on,

was rescued by a reputed holy

man of or near that part; the

English craved affiſtance of the

DutchGovernour , who did his

best , but was therein abuſed by

thoſe of Lobo ; and not onely

fome ofhis men outraged , but

theEnglish FactorM.Beomont (to

whom this Slave belonged) was

way-laidbythepeopleofthe faid

holyman : and in ſtead of him,

one of the ſervants of theDutch

was flain between Cambello and

Lobo. Thenextday alſo,was Beo-

mont himselfaffailed , and ſhot

in the hand by the ſame holy

manspeople,whoalſo alittlebe-

foredidtheir beſt to kill William

Grigs , another of the English

Factours, that finding the faid

Slave at Lobo , laid hold onhim.

there.
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there. Uponthis occafion , both

the English and Dutch left their

Factorie at Lobo , which was

ſhortly after burntbythoſe Ter-

natans. Thatother, touching the

burningofthe Factorie atMani-

chels ismoregroffelyapplied than

the former;for that Factorie was

burntafter the English wereap-
prehended:befides that,thisAu-

thourdiſſembleth that there was

a vehement andcommon fufpi-

cion atAmboyna,that thisFactory

atManichelswasburnt,notbythe

Ternatans , butbythe DutchFa-

Etor himself, who , being there

alone , was ſaid to have firſt con-

veyed away the goods of the

Dutchandthe English there for

his own ule, andthento have

burntthe Factorie; laying the fact

upon the Ternatans.

After this ended., the Go-

vernour of Amboyna made out a

Fleetof Curricurries , toprocure

reparation ofthoſe exceffes ; and

3

thereinnotgoing ſo ſtrongashe

might , wasbravedbythoteTer-

natanes of Amboyna. But this

was after the apprehenfion and

execution of the Engliſh;,and
امس
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ſo isas honeftly applied to move

fufpicion inthisplace,asthe joynt

quarrelof theEnglish and Dutch

with thoſeofLobo,beginning up-

onoccaſionofthe Engliſh,and as

the burning of the Factorie at

Manichels,doneafter theEnglish

were apprehendedand impriton-

ed.Asfor the threats oftheTer-

natansherementioned , that they

wouldcomewith 100. Curricur-

ries against Amboyna , it is (for

ought any of the English ever

heard) a meer fiction; at moſt , it

was a vain bragge , and ſuch as

could not affright the Gover-

nour, that knoweth wellthat the

Ternatans have no gun-powder,

nor other proviſions for fuch an

exploit, andyet are far behind

the Governour of Amboyna for

number of Curricurries , beſides

theDutch Chips and Caffles.

The next cauſe of fufpicion,

thisAuthour makes tobean idle

report inthe Eaſt parts beyond

Banda(uncertainwhich , orby
whom thatthe Hollanders were

alreadyquitoftheirCaſtle atAm-

boyna.Apoorpretēce,&notwor-

thytobeanſwered;yet ftillfurther

dif-
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diſcoveringwhatpenurieofgood

matterthis authorhad,thathewas

fain toborrow ſuch crazie ſtuffe.

But the laft , and that which F

alone is exprefly applyed to the

English, is ,That about this time

theDutchunderstood , that thoſe

of Lobo and Cambello held

great andfecret correſpondence

with the English. Howdid the

-Dutch underſtand this ? or why

doth not this Authour expreſs

the particular proof , in a mat-

ter ſo pertinent ? It is true,

the English had their Factories

at Lobo and Cambello ; but in

thefame houſes with the Dutch;

and for their joynt accompt,

and had Traffick with the

Countrey-people , as the Dutch

had,but what ſecret correſpon-

dence is this ? or what danger

totheDutch ? Was the burning

ofthe Factories,which belonged

to the English aswell as to the

Dutch , a note ofgood intelli-

gence between the English and

theImcendiaries ? Whatwas that

for correſpondencie with thoſe

ofLobo , whenat one time they

way-laiedM.Beoment tokillhim,
and
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andat another time ſhot him in

the hand with an Arrow, offered

tokillWilliams Grigs ,and from

time to time abuſed and outra-

Bedour People,equally with,and

astheDutch ? further , our Peo-

ple as well as the Dutch , had

now diffolved their Factorie at

Lobo , and were come all thence.

What Letters or Meſſages did

they ever ſend thither after-

wards ? or how , and by what

means maintained they this cor-

reſpondence ? Yet this was un-

derstood , faith this Relation.

How understood ? Perhaps by
theGovernours dreams:for that

(ashe afterwards toldM. Wel-

den, Hill, and Cartwright , that

camethither from Banda ) was a

motive tohim toexamin the firſt

Japon,whichwas thebeginning
ofthewhole proceſs.

GThe Authour having thus

quit himself in this preface, pro-
ceedethtothe matter it ſelf, firtt

ſetting down the occaſion and

manner ofthediscoverie of this

pretended plot , and then the

confeffions of theJapons and of

the English : but he maketh no

menti
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mentionofany torture uſedup-

on theJipons that firſt confeſted,

norofanyother indicium or pre-

ſumption to torture or examin

thatJapon; but onely his curious

queftioning, touching the fetting

andchanging ofthe Watch, and

ofthe number of the Souldiers

intheCaſtle : which, what fuffi-

cient indicium and cauſe it was

to torture a Souldier of their

own,that ſerving them , hadrea-

fonto defire to underſtand the

courſe oftheir Watches, andthe

ſtrength ofthe aid he might ex-

pect, if any fſudden attempt

ſhouldhappen in hisquarter ; is

eafily to be judged. And how

this poorman, and the rest ofhis

Countrey-men were tortured,

appearethin theEngliſh relation.

Herealſo is concealed , by what

manner and kind of questions,

this and the other Japons were

ledalong in their confeffions , to

makeup theplot just as theDutch

haddeviſed it: asalſo, what o-

ther anſwers they made , before

they were thus directed. That

they, andthe English both , con-

feffed what the Dutch would

have
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havethem, is nodoubtnor won-

der,being fo tormentedand fear-

edwith torture; ertam innocentes

Cogit mentiri dolor, But what like-

lyhoodor poffibilitie there is of

thetruth oftheir confeffions(if

yet they confeffed, asis here re-

lated) mayappear bythat which

hath been alreadie difcourſed in

thispoint,towards the endofthe

Engliſh Relation, which forbre-

vities fake ishere forborn to be

repeated: yet fome circumſtan-

ces , which the Dutch Relation

hath more thantheEnglish , de-

ſerve here to be examined.

Andfirſt, that ofAbel Price the

Engliſh Barber, who is made the

meflenger and negotiator ofthis

practicewith theJapons. It is

true, thathe(and healoneofall

theEngliſh ) had fome kind of

conversation with ſome of the

Japons, that is,hewoulddiceand

drinkwith them , as he likewiſe

didwithother Blacks, andwith

theDutchallo.But isit credible ,

thatMr. Towerson would com-

mitany thing of moment , nay,

ſodangerous amatter as this to

adrunken debauched fot , who

alfo
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alfo (as the English, that were

there,conſtantlyreport) threatned

to cuthis , the taid Towerson's

throat , for that he had puniſhed

him forhis misdemeanours? Fur-

ther , this Relation maketh this

Abel Price confefs, that all the

English Merchants in the out-

Factories, were privy andaccef-

ſarie to this.pretended treafon:

Yet theGovernour and Fiſcal in

intheirown proceſs found John

Powel,EphraimRamsey , andtwo

other, guiltleſs.

AfterPricehisconfeffion,he ſets H

downthegeneral ſubſtance ofall

theconfeffionsin onehody;where

firſt having aſſigned M.Towerson

apreface to the reſt , to induce

themtotheexploit , he tells us;

thattheymadedoubtofthe point

ofpoffibility, (as welltheymight)

knowing the weakness of their

ownpart&impregnable ſtrength

oftheDutch , in comparison of

theirs : for fatisfaction ofwhich

theirdoubt, he faith, M.Towerſon

toldhimthathehad alreadywon

theJapons within the Caſtle to

hispurpoſe,and that hewouldat-

tempt thismaster , not whenthe

Dutch
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:

Dutch were at their full trength,

and the English at the weakeſt,

butwould expect till theGover-

nour ſhouldbeſomewhere abroad

uponfome exploit, andſomeEng-

lish Ships, or Shipat least, atAm-

boyna ; the people whereof he

would uſe in the enterprize:Like-

wife he wouldſend for the F1-

Stors and flavesof the other Fa-

Stories , andſhould have a ſupply

from the Ternatans of Lobo , of

certain Curricurries, &c.

I
Herehehath inrolled a goodly

army for this action; but letus

ſee the manner how they ſhould

haveexecuted their exploit : and

first for the Japons in theCaſtle ,

wemust believe,if this Authour

or his voucher ſay true , that

Maſter Towerson had acquaint-

ed thoſe , and wonthem to his

plot, before he had imparted it

to his own Countrey-inen the

English. Andyet in the acts of

theprocess,EmanuelTomfon is re-

cordedtohave confuffed , that 8.

dayes after the conſultation,Ma-

ſter Towerſon toldhim,that hehad

then fent out Johnson and Price

totreat with theJupons, andwin
their
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their conſent to this enterprize.

Butwhatſhouldthe'e (beingall

butten)havedone? Marrie( aith

therelationby andby) Mr. Low-

erfonhadordeined, that eight of

them ſhould have been beltow-

ed, bytwo ina company , upon

the four points of theCaſtle to

kill all thoſe that would refift

them, and totake the reft Prifo-

ners. It mustbe (therefore)here

imagined , that the Dutch and

their Mardikers in their Caſtle,

being three or four hundred,

would ſcorn to take the advan-

tageof ſending fortieor fiftie;

muchmoreof an entire compa-

ny toanypoint oftheCaſtle, but

wouldcombate with theJapons

ateven hand by two at a time,

andſo give the Japons leave and

reſpite to kill or take them by

twoandbytwo. Afweet con-

ceit, andluch a ſervice as per-

hapshathbeenfometimes repre-

ſentedupon a ſtage,but never act-

edin ſurpriſe ofa Caſtie in good

earneft.

Thuswe ſeehoweight of the

Japons were to be imployed;

what ſhould the other two have

done?
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done?forſooththey ſhould have

waited in the great chamber to

murder the Governour. Yeas

but this relation told us yer

while , that thisplot ſhouldhave

been executed when theGover-

nourwasabroadupon ſomeacti-

on. How then ſhould theſe two

Japons have killedhim in theCa-

Itle, at the ſame time ? But we

feehow alltheJapons(thatis)all

thepretended party of the Eng-

lish within the Castle,ſhouldhave

been occupied. Whoſhould have

openedthe gates to the Engliſh,

andtheir other aids? who ſhould

have killed the Court of guard

at theGate ? Theſe parts were

left for them that werewithout;

therefore let us take a review

of them, what they were. The

Relation muſtereth them to be

fourteen Engliſh , whereof ele-

venwereMerchants; one Stew-

ardofthehouſe,one Tailor, and

one Barber, to dreſs the wound-

ed,befidesGodknowshow ma-

nyEngliſh ſhippers , Slaves, and

Ternatans : Firlt , for the Eng-

liſhMerchants , ofwhat dexte-

ritie they are to take Forts , is

eafily
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eafily judged ; and in all the

Englishhouse,when itwas feized

bytheDutch, uponthispretend-

ed Treaſon, the wholeProviſion

was but three Swords , two

Hand-guns , and about halfa

pound ofPowder. Yea, but the

English ſhipor ſhips wouldhave

brought both fitter men and

better proviſion. Buthow knew

Maſter Towerson that thoſeofthe

Engliſh ſhips , when they came,

would joyn with him in this

work,being ſo contrary to the

Treaty, and it felfſo danger-

ous? or whydid henot ſtay the

opening of the Plot tilt this

ſhipor ſhips were come, that he

might ſwear the ſhippers alio, or

at leastthechiefOfficersamongit

them, and taketheir advice ? Is

it poffible that Master Tower-

fonwasfoflight , as to open his

plot to allthe English at Amboy-

na, yea, to the Tailor and Bar

ber , ſo long before it was to be

put in execution , andbefore he

knew the minds of his chiefeft

affitants,ofwhoſe arrival he was

ſouncertain ? Yea , but he was

fureofthe Slaves ofthe English,
and



(24)

and of the Ternatans of Lobo,

with their Curricurries in quem-

libet eventum. This indeed is

the remainderoftheArmy;let us

view them. The Slaves were , in

all the Engliſh Factories , juſt fix

in number , and allboys : The

Ternatanswere Enemies as well

to the English as to theDutch, as

isbeforeſhewed in antwer to the

Preface. When were they re-

conciled ? how cometh it, that

in all the examinations of the

English, this point wasnot fifted,

and fomewhat confeſſed of it

amidſt ſo many Tortures ? There

is no confeffion thereof in all

the examinations; and Mr. Tower-

fon inhisexpreflydenied it, and

was preffed no further. The

truth is, theGovernour and Fi(.

cal of Amboyna knew, that

what ever hadbeen confeffed in

this point , would not have been

believed by their own People

there; who knew well enough,

that the firſt beginning ofthis

breach between the Dutch and

Ternatans of Lobo, wasabout the

Slave ofthe Engliſh : and the

outrages thereupon following,
Were
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weredoneupon the English , as

wellasupon the Dutch. Yet this

Authour ſeems to hope , that

that maybebelievedhere in Eu-

rope, whichhadno colour atAm-

boyna.

Concerning the time of exe- K

cuting this plot , it was not (as

the Relation faith) yet prefixed,

but left to the next meeting of

theConſpiratours , whichſhould

be ſhortlyholden , whenGabriel

Towerſon hadpreparedall things,

r. Here was certainly a hot

practice ofTreaſon , and wor-

thy to be tearmed bythis Au-

thour ,An horrible conſpiracie.

Theymet togetheron New years

day,andplotted as is before re-

lated: andnow it was the five

and twentieth ofFebruary , and

not onely nothingdone all this

Interim , but not ſo much as a

newconſultation. But this (for-

footh? is thebody and ſubſtance

ofthe unanimous confeffion of

alltheEnglish , by themſelves ſe-

verally ſubſcribed. In the next L

placetheAuthour relateth ſome-

what ſingular in M. Towerson's

confeffion ; as that he said, he
was
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wasmoved to this factby hope

anddefire ofhonour and profit :

andbeing demandedfromwhom

heattended this honour , and for

whom hemeant tohold the Ca-

ſtle ,his answer was , That if he

couldhavecompafled his project,

hewould forthwith have given

advertiſement thereof to the reft

ofhisNation at Jaccatra (which

now they have chriſtenedBata-

via,) andhave craved their aid

which iftheyhadyielded tohim,

then hewould have held theCa-

itle for the English Company;and

ifnot , then he wouldhavekept

it for himself , and have uſed

means tohave agreed with the

Indians; and ſo, by one means er

other ,wouldhave compaſſed the

enterprize.

Here firſt is to be obſerved,

thathewould not (as this Au-

thour makeshim ſpeak) have ſent

for aid to Jaccatra , until he

were firſt Maſter of the Cattle;

and yet in thegeneral confeffion

before, it is ſaid, he wouldattend

the coming offomeEng ish Chips

or ſhip , beforehewould adven-

tureupon theCaſtle, Next,let the

am.
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ambiguous and alternative reſo-

lution , here ſaid tobe confeffed

byMaſter Towerson , be confi-

dered in both the parts thereof,

and it willappear , thatnoman

in his wits would haveanyſuch

conceit as is here pretended.

What hopecouldMalter Tower-

fonhave , that the Preſident and

English Councel at Jaccatra, li-

ving under command of the

| Dutch Fort there,and altogether

Subject to the Hollanders , durft

join inany fuch action , thereby

to give occaſion to theHollan-

ders to arreſt, torture and con-

demnthem ofTreaſon ? Maſter

Towerſonknew well enough,that

about fix Moneths before , the

General of the Dutch at Facca-

tra , had caught at a very flight

occafion to entrap the English

Prefident there: whohaving ſent

- out two ofhis people in the night

to theEnglishCow-houſe , to fee

what watch the Blacks in their

ſervice kept over their Cattel;

the laidtwo English were appre-

hended by the Dutch Souldiers,

keptin priſon ſeven dayes , and

charged , that theyhad faid,that
G they

.
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theywenttheRound: andone of

them, being laſt examined , was

toldbytheBalieu (theOfficerof

the Dutch in Criminal caufes,)

thathis fellowhad confefſed, that

they had faid they went the

Round, and that by the English

PreſidentsCommiffion; and ifhe

wouldnot confess the ſame , he

ſhould be tortured:but the fel-

low, being conſtant in thetruth,

cameoff at last without torture,

yet this was Item enough to the

English Prefident and Councel,

howthe intent oftheDutch was

toentrap themuponthe leaftoc-

caſion : and this , and otherday-

lycaptious dealings oftheDutch

atJaccatra, whichwere too long

here to recite , were alladvertiſed

fromtime to timeto Mr. Tower-

fon, who therefore was fure he

could expect no affiſtance from

them , that were themſelves in

inſuch apredicament. The other

partofM. Towerson's reſolution

is ſaidtohavebeen ,Tokeep the

Caſtle forhimself, and to agree

with the Indians , in default of

help fromtheEnglish. This is yet

more improbablethanthe former.

Were
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Were the Portugals and Indians

not able to keep out the Dutch

from Amboyna , when they had

nofooting there; and ſhall Cap-

tainTowerfon , with twenty or

thirtyEnglish andJapons , with-

out ſhipor Pinnace,be able, with

thehelp onelyofthe poor naked

Indians , todrive them out,ha-

ving already three Caſtles inthe

Iſlands ofAmboyna , and at Cam-

bello hard by , allwellfurnished

withmenand proviſion , beides

their power of (hipping , which

makes them ſtile themselves

Lords ofthe Sea? Andyethow

could Maſter Towerson hope to

win the Amboynezes (the Hol-

landers ſworn Subjects ) to his

ide? Hemightrather affure him-

felf, that after he had maſtered

the Hollanders (ifyet that muft

be believed to be poffible,) the

Amboyrezes would have fur-

prized him , and caſt him out

(being ſo weakly provided to

ſtand of himself,) that ſo they

might utterly freethemſelves fro

their ſervitude.Here alſo muſt be

remembred,that thisAuthor him-

felf in his preamble ſaith , that
G2 1

the

i



(30)

the Indians themſelves durſt not

undertake any ſuch great deſign

(as he there feineth) against the

State ofAmbojna , without ſome

greataidofſome Nation ofEu-

rope , either ofSpaniards , Portu-

gals, or fomeother. Whereby is

notonelyconfefſed , how weak

the Indians of themſelves are;

but withall it followeth , how

ſmall hope Mr. Towerson might

have , being deſerted of his own

Nation (as here the caſe isput,)

to hold the Caſtle for himself

bythe help ofthoſe Indians , if

yet he could once havewon it .

In a word ; they that know

the power of the Hollanders in

Amboyna and thereabouts , and

theweakneſsof thepoor Indians

there , will judgethis conceit of

Maſter Towerson's (to keep the

Caſtle for himſelf) to be a mad

plot; andforwhich, MasterTow-

erſon ſhould ratherhavebeen ſent

to Bedlam,or theDullen Kist (as

theDutch call it,) than to the

M Gallows.
ButthisAuthourhathonevo-

luntarieconfeffion , upon which

he taketh ſpecial hold ; to wit,

that
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that Maſter Towerſon , after his

examinationwas finiſhed , being

expoftulated withallby theDutch

Governour, anddemandedwhe-

ther this ſhould have been the

recompenfe ofhis (the Gover-

nours) manifold courtefies to-

wards him ; answered with a

deep figh , Oh ! were thismat-

ter now to do , it ſhould never

bedone. This voluntarie confef-

fron andpenitent acknowledgement ,

faith this Authour, was made the

ninth of March , being the day

when the execution was to be done:

but the examination of Tower-

fonwas endedtheeight and twen-

tieth of February , ſo many dayes

before. But how ſhall webe-

lieve this ? Forſooth , he hath it

out of the Acts of the Proceſs

ofAmboyna. Yea,but in theſe

Acts are omitted many material

paſſages of theſe examinations,

as is already ſhewed :why may

theynot thenbe guiltie of addi-

tion, as wellas ofſuch mutilation

and omiffion ? But let us peruſe

the wordsoftheAt it ſelf,which

arethefe:

G3 WE
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WEwhose names are hereun-
to subscribed , to declare

upon our troth , in ſtead of an oath,

that Gabriel Towerſon , after

that bebadbeen already examined

touchingbis said offence , and that

the Worshipfull Governour Van

Speultbad expostulated with kim

- thereupon, askinghimwhether this

ſhouldhavebeen the recompense of

bis courtefies from time to time

Shewed untohim, thefaid Tower-

fon: thereuponbe , thesaidTow-

erſon, with a deepfigh answered

bim,andfaid , Oh ! ifthis were to

bebegun again , itshould neverbe

done. Acumthis ninth ofMarch,

in the Castle of Amboyna , and

Subſigned.

Harman van Speult.

Laurencede Maerſchalck.

ClementKerffe-boom.

HarmanCray-vanger.

Petervan Zanten.

LeonartClock.

Thuswe fee theAct it ſelf,and

this pretendedvoluntarieconfef-

fion ofMr. Towerson ; which is

not delivered upon the credit of

the
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theCourtorCouncelat Amboy-

na (and yet how ſmall that is,

isbefore ſhewed) but uponthe

Atteſtation or Affidavit of the

Governour and fiveothers , the

principal actors in this bloudy

Tragedie: And this not upon

their Oath,but upon their troth,

orhoneftword(forſooth)in ſtead

ofan Oath.Thetimewhen theſe

words were utteredbyMr. Tom-

erfon , is not deſcribedbytheday

whenhe ſpakethem , but onely

by theprecedent Act ofhis exa-

mination. And yet the circum-

ſtance of time is not onely an

uſual and cuſtomarie ſolemnity,

and requiſite in allſuch Atteſta-

tions;butalſoinabuſineſs ofthis

nature altogether neceffarie : as

likewiſe inthis cafe , that of the

placewas.Foriftheſewordswere

ſpoken in theplace ofTorture,or

incontinently after the examina-

tion ended, theyareby theirown

Law, eſteemednomorevolunta-

rie, thanthe confeffion upon the

Rack it felf. Neither yet doth

this Atteſtation affirm, that this

confeffion was voluntarie. But

this Authour , unconscionably

1

G4 re-
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reporting thedate of theAtte-

Aation , for the time ofthe con-

feffion, collects it tobevolun-

tarie , becauſe (as he faith) it was

madethe ninth ofMarch, being

ſomanydayesafter his examina-

tion , which was taken the 28.

ofFebruary. Can a man atteſt

nothing but what wasdone up-

on the verydaywhenhe maketh

Affidavit ? The Atteſtation faith,

that theſe words were ſpokenby

M. Towerson, after he had been

already examined. Whymay not

that have been rather upon the

verydayofhis examination, than

upon thedaywhen this Act was

entred; ifyet he ever ſpakeany

fuchwords, or meantthem, as he

is here interpreted ? the contra-

riewhereofis themore probable

by all the circumſtances of this

buſineſs , truely ſetdown in the

Relation of the English.

But in that thisAuthor makes

ſomuchofthispoorcircumſtance,

ofM.Towerſons profeffionoffor-

row for what was done, naming

it avoluntary confeſſion; it isplain

howdeſtitutehewas ofvolunta-

rieconfeffions, and ofall true and

con-
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concludingcircumstances.What?

was there not a Letter or other

Paper , to be found in all the

Cheſts and Boxes of the English,

ſo ſuddenly ſeiſed at Amboyna,

Larica, Hitto ,and Cambello , to

discover this treaſon?noramongst

ſo many complices of diverſe

Nations, a falſe brother to betray

the reſt , and toaccuſe them vo-

luntarily ; but the proceſs muſt

begin with the Torture , and the I

Heathens confeffion upon Tor-

ture ,be ſufficient to bringChri-

ſtians toTorture , the debauched

and notoriously infamous perſons

(ſuch as Price was) todrawtor-

tureupontheſober, orderly, and

unſtained? And yet this Rela-

tion it ſelfconfefleth,that Price's

confeffion was drawn from him

by the Examiners ſpecifying of

place, perſon and time untohim.

Certainly one of their own Na-

tionhad reaſon to advice , that

more Advocates might be fent Demon-
over to the Indies , to aid theac- ftration to

cuſed, tomake a legal anſwer : the Lords

For, faith he, they go to work
State

u.bing
t

there ſo villanouſly and murther the govern-

oufly, that thebloud ofthe poor major
G5 people
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people crieth to heaven for ven-

geance.

Butwhy haveweno particu-

larofanymans confeffion , but

this ofPrice , and M. Towerson,

andall the reſt blended together

inonebody ?Didnoneofallthe

reft go farther than his fellows,

or confefsmorethan they?Where

is Sharrocks confeffion , that he

wasatAmboyna uponNew-years

day, when ten or twelve of

the Dutch themselves witneſſed

hewas at Hitto ? Where is his

confeffionofClarks plot togo to

Maccaffar , todeal withthe Spa-

niards there , to come and rob

the ſmall Factories ? Where is

Collins confeffionofanother plot,

about two Moneths and a half

before his examination , under-

taken by Tomson, Johnson, Price,

Brown,Fardo,andhimſelf? Where

be the leading Interrogatories,

that directedthem to the accu-

fationframedbythe Dutch , left

otherwiſethere hadbeenas many

ſeveral Treaſons confeſſed , as

perſons examined ? Not a word

ofall this , nor of a great deal

moreofthiskind , which is here

in
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inEnglandprovedby the oath of

fix credibleperfons, to have paf-

edintheexaminations. Where-

by appeareth , how faithfully the

Dutch at Amboyna have entered

theActs ofthisproceſs. Well,at

laſt he concludes the Narration

oftheconfeffions, with the ſum-

mingupofthenumber andNa-

tionsofthe parties,that had thus

confefſed; which, he faith, were

tenJapons, fourteen English, and

the Neatherlandish Marnicho ,or

Captain ofthe Slaves.Bywhich

laft words , he would give the

Reader occafion to think , that

the fast was ſo clear , and their

ownproceeding ſo evenand juſt,
that they had executed one of

their own Neatherlanders for 't.

Which how true it is , is already

declared in the concluſion ofthe

English Relation. The truth is,

this Captainofthe Slaveswasof

the Portugal race , andborn in

Bengala. His very name, Augu-

ſtin Perez, Theweth, he was no

Neatherlander.

Having thus finiſhed thisRe-

lation , this Authourproceedeth

toa diſputation : and taking no-
tice:
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tice of fome afperfions in Eng-

land caſtupon theſe proceedings

at Amboyna , he divideth them

into two heads; the one , that

the proceſs was without its due

formalitie ; the other , that there

was exceſs and extremitie uſed

against the Conſpiratours. For

⚫thepoint of formalitie , he first

taketh great pains to prove , that

the formalities ofproceſsinAm-

boyna, are not therefore unlaw-

full, becauſe they agree not with

our form in England. Which

labour he might have ſpared :

for no wife manwill denie bim

this point. Andſuchas ſhallbe

ſo ignorant as toblamethe Dutch

for varying fromus herein , were

notworthy the anſwering.Here-

withall alſo he deduceth the Ti-

tle ofthe Lords States General

to the Sovereignty ofAmboyna ;

andfo theGovernour of Amboy -

na'esJurisdiction, in caufesas well

Criminal asCivil , tobe rightly

grounded. Thencehe concludes,

that the Japonsbeingſworn fer-

vants tothe Dutch , and in their

pay,wereSubject to the Jurif-

diction oftheDutch Governour.

Then



( 39)
1

Then he tellethos, that theAu-

thour, andcomplices ofmurther

and treaſon , are by the Laws of

all Nations tobe punished with

death ; all which points may be

grantedhim without any preju-

dicetothecauſeofthe English in

thisqueſtion.

Atlaſthe comes in particular O

totheir caſe , and affirms , that

thechief of the Engliſh there

I might not apprehend the English

complicesofthis conſpiracie,be-

cauſe themſelves werecomplices

ofthe fact. Allwhich alſomay

be granted in this point ofap-

prehenfion , and ſafe cuftodie:

buthow it mayproceed alſo in

the pointofcogniſance , ſhallbe

anon indue place examined.

In the mean time , this Au-

thour, tomakethe point of ap-

prehenfion clear beyond excepti-

on,faith,that the English were not

apprehended upon the firſt ſuſpi-

tion , when yet there was evi-

dence , and indicia ſufficient

it; but after the examination of

all the Japons and their joynt

confeffion that the English ,

to

whom they ſpecified by name
and

P
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and furname , had moved and

hiredthem to this treaſon : yea,

not untilAbel Pricehadalſocon-

feffed as much , andthat all the

English in theout-Factorieswere

privy thereunto. For anſwerhere-

of, that mustbe repeatedwhich

hathbeenupon other occafions

beforealleadged, that the firſt be-

ginning ofthe proceſs , was by

the Torture , there being no fuf-

ficient evidence or indicium to

Torture the Japon , that onely

fought to enform himselfof the

courſe of the Watch , and of

theſtrength ofthe Caſtle, where-

in himselfwas a Souldier : and

ſothewhole Series oftheexami-

nationproceeding fromthe con-

feffion ofone Tortured perſon,

to apprehend and Torture an-

other , without other evidence;

though it brought forth more

confeffions , and thoſe with name

and furname, and other circum-

ſtances , according as the Inter-

rogatories (or rather directories)

ofthe Governourand Fiſcal led

the prisoners, was whollyagainst

the formand ruleofallLaws of

Tortures.

Scilicet
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Scilicet in fabricafiprava eft regula

prima,

Ceteramendofe fieri, atque obſtipa

neceffe eft.

Butheremustbe answered an

objection that may be made a-

gainſt this , from another part of

this relation, that is, that ſome of

theEnglish confeſſed without or

before Torture; yea , this Price

here mentioned , was either not

Tortured at all , or very lightly.
Yea,but hewasſhewed theTor-

turedbodies of the poorJapons,

martyred with fire and water,

andtold, that unless he would

confefsthat,which they toldhim

they hadfirſt confeffed,he ſhould

beTorturedasill,or worse than

they. I his fear ofTorture is by

their ownLaw , equalled to the

Torture it ſelf , and conſequent-

ly, theconfeffionthereuponmade

no better indicium or evidence

to bring another man to the

Torture , than the confeffion

madeupon theRack it felf. A

gain, itmustbehere remembred,

that the very matter of Price

his confeffion here mentioned ,

to wit, that all the English

Mer-
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Merchants of the out-Facto-

ries , were privy to the pretend-

ed treaſon; was reſuted by the

proceſs of theDutch themſelves,

that found Powel , Ramsey ,and

two others of thole Factories

guiltleſs.

Q Next , this Authour taketh

notice ofan objection made in

Englandagainst the Jurisdiction

of the DutchGovernour , and

his Councel at Amboyna , over

the English there; becauſe this

power is , by the Treatie of the

year 1619. diſpoſed of , and

agreed to confift in theCouncel

of defence of both Nations at

Jaccatra. For information in

whichpoint this Authour faith,

hehath peruſed over allthe ſeve-

ralArticles of the ſaidTreatie,

and findeth in the 23.Article,

that the Fortreſſes were to re-

maininthe hands of them that

thenpoffefledthem; and in the

thirteenth, fourteenth , and fif-

teenth, that the Councel of de-

fencehath no other power , burt

onely over the Fleet ofdefence,

overthe commerce , and finally,
to tax the charges ofmaintenance

of
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ofthe Forts : Buthe could not

ſee the thirtieth Article ; which

orders, that alldiſputesthatcan-

not be decided by the Councel

ofdefence , ſhould be remitted

intoEurope ; firſt,to the twocom-

panies there , and in default of

their agreement to the King

and States. Why then was not

this diſpute ſo proceeded in?

There is nothing in the former

Articles , to limit the Councel

ofdefence; and this generalAr-

ticle appeareth to be added by

way of ampliation , to provide

for that which was not particu-

larly and exprefly cared for in

the former. Which is moſt

plain by thewords ofthe expla-

nation upon this thirtieth Arti-

cle, agreedupon at the firſt , and

ſubſcribed by the Commiffio-

nersonboth fides,Anno 1619.

where this courſe ofproceeding

is expreflydirected , notonelyin

diſputes aboutthemeaningofthe

Articles , but alſo about any o-

ther matter hapning in their com-

mon aboad. Since whichalſothe

KingsMajeſtie hath,upona ſimal-
leroccafion, than the life ofhis

Sub-
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Subjects, clearlydeclared himself

inthepointofSovereigntie;That

both Nations in theIndies (hould

wholly lay afide all pretence

thereof. WhichDeclarationwas

ſent totheLords States General,

andbythemaccepted before this

bloudiebutcherie was executed.

But if it were granted that the

Hollanders are abſolute Lords of

their partners,the English,in thoſe

parts,without reſpect to theTrea-

tie, yet at least the Hollanders in

Amboyna are bound to obſerve

the Laws of the united Provin-

ces; for ſo ſaith this Authour

himself. Do theſe allow tobe-

gintheproceſs atthe torture,and

tobring perſons ofhoneſt fame

totherack, uponothers confeffi

onmadeinthe torture?Do their

Laws allow oftheleading inter-

rogatories above mentioned to

direct the prisoner what toſay, to

avoid the torture? Where, in the

UnitedProvinces, is thatdrown-

ingwith water in uſe? or thetor-

ture with fire , uſedto Johnson,

Tompson, and Clark? or eſpecial-

lythe ſplitting oftheir toes , and

launcing ofthe breaft, and put-

ing
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ing in Gun-pouder, and then

firing the fame , whereby the

body is not left intire , neither

for innocencie , nor execution ?

Clarkand Tomson wereboth fain

tobe carried to their execution,

though they were torturedmany

daysbefore.

Laſtly , their confeffions were

contradictorie , apparently falſe,

and of things impoffible to be

done,muchleſs practited before

bytheſaid parties; and therefore

oughtnot by their law to have

beenbelieved,nor the priſoners to

havebeen condemned thereupon,

withoutother ſufficient indicia or

evidence beſides.

In the laft place , this Au-

thour handleth the exceſs of

torture whereof ( he taketh

notice ) there is much com-

plaint in England ; and faith ,

That the Lords States Gene-

ral take great care to inform

themſelves of all the paſſages of

this buſineſs , and to that end

havedefired to fee allthe Letters,

Pieces , and Papers that con-

cern this proceſſe : by which

it appeareth not, that there was

any
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anycruel tortureuſed. But ſup-

poſethe Acts make no mention

ofthem; is it anymarvel that the

Authours ofthis murtherous and

tyrannous proceſs , being them-

ſelves theperſons that alſo form-

edtheActs , would omit thoſe

thingsthatmadeagainstthem ? It

is tobe preſumed alſo , that the

Actskeptby their people at Polo-

way inBanda, haveomitted many

things of their proceſs , againſt

thepoor Polaroons ,whomin Au-

gust 1622,being about6months

beforethis executionoftheEng-

lish , their Governour there uſed

inlike fort, as the Governour of

Amboyna did the English , and

gavehima Model and precedent

ofthis proceſs; which it will not

beamiſs torelate briefly , becauſe

this Authour, in the next place.

alieadgeththe mercifulldiſpofiti-

on ofthe Netherlands Nation in

general; to inferr thence , that it

is therefore unlikely , that their

Governour at Amboyna was fo

cruel asis reported in England.

Polaroon, one ofthe Iſlands of

Banda , was in poffeffion ofthe

English at thetime oftheTreatie,

Anno
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Anno 1619,andby the agreement

was to remain theirs. After the

Treatie came to the Indies , the

Hollanders forbare the publiſhing

thereof in the Iſlands of Banda;

untill they had taken Polaroon.

But,knowingthat it must be re-

ſtored again , according to the

Treatie, they firſt takeall courſes

to make the Iſland little or no-

thing worth : theydemoliſhand

deface the Building , transplant

theNutmeg-trees,plucking them

up by the roots , and carrying

them into their own Iſlands of

Nera and ofPoloway , there to be

planted for themselves ; and at

laſtfindameans to dispeople the

Iſland , and to leave it ſo, as the

English might make nouſe of it,

worth their charge of keeping;

and that upon this occafion:

Therewas a young man , the fon

of an Orankey ,or aGentleman in

Polaroon, thathad committedFe-

lonie; for which bythe Laws of

his Countrey,hewas todie. This

fellow, to ſavehis life, fled to an-

other Iſland ofBanda, calledRo-.

•finging, and there turned Chrifti-

an: but quickly underſtanding,
thac
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that that would not make him

ſafe from punishment , he went

back ſecretlyto his own countrey

ofPolaroon; and, having lurked

therea fewdays , tookhis paffage

for Nera , another Iſland , where

theDutchhave a Fort ;and told

theDutch Governour , that the

Orankeys of Polaroonhad confpi-

redtoMaſſacre theDutch,aswell

at Polaroon , as at Poloway, with

help of the people of Seran, that

ſhouldſend over thirtie Curricur-

ries for that purpoſe. Immedi-

ately upon this indicium of this

Malefactor , certain Prows , or

Fiſher-boatsofthe Polaroons, that

were filhing at Poloway,were fei-

ſed,andthe people made prifon

ers. Command was ſent by the

Dutch Governour to Polaroon;

that the Orankeys ſhould come

over tohim, that there might be

further inquifition made of this

matter. The Priest ofthe Pola

roons andſeventieOrankes inſtantly

took a Prow or ſmall veffel of

their own , and imbarked them-

ſelvesforPoloway . As they were

at ſea, and vet out ofthelight of

the Dutch Castle, they were met

by
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by aFiſher-boat ofBandanezes,
and told , how all the rereftwere

apprehended; and that, if they

wentto Poloway , they were all

butdeadmen. Nevertheless , the

Prieftand the reſt ,although they

hadſpace andmeanstohaveeſca-
pedto Seran and other placesſafe

enoughfromthe Hollanders, yet
were to confident of their inno-

cencie ,that they would needs to

Poloway to purge themſelves.

Where, as foon asthey were arri-

ved, they were inſtantly carried

prifoners to theCaſtle: andwith-

alltheGovernour , with a force

oftwohundredmen ,went pre-

fently for Polaroon ; whence he

fetchedallthe rest oftheOrankeys,

and brought them priſoners to

the fameCaſtle. As foon asthey

werecome, they were preſently

brought to the tortureof water

and fire, even in the ſame ſort as

our people were afterwards at

Amboyna ; onely herein differ-

ing , that of thoſe at Poloway ,

two were ſotortured, that they

died in their Tortures , the

reft , being one hundred and

fixtie two perſons , were all ,

upon
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upon their own forced confef-

fions , condemned and executed.

The Priest , when he came to

the place of execution , ſpake

theſe words in the Mallaian

tongue : Allye , great and ſmall,

rich and poor , blackand white,

look to it : we have committed

no fault. And when he would

haveſpoken more , he was ta-

kenby thehands and feet, laid

along , and cut in two by the

middle with a ſword. Forth-

with , the Governour cauſed the

Wives , Children , and Slaves of

thoſe ofPolaroon , to beall car-

ried out of the Iſland , and di-

ſtributed in other Iſlands ſubject

to the Dutch ; andſo have made

a clear Countrey for the Eng-

lish, where theymay bothplant

and gather themselves , deſtitute

ofthe helpofany of the Coun-

trey people ; without whom,

neither the English nor Hollan-

ders can maintain their Trade in

the Indies. And yet this is not

here recited , to theend thereby

to charge the Neatherlands Na-

tion with thoſe cruel proceed-

ings, but the perſons themselves

that
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difcourse,

that have committed thoſeBar-

barous Tyrannies : Who , if we Noor-

Chall believeanAuthour of their endile
own , are not ofthe belt ofthat printed

Nation. For the Majors (as this An.1622.

Authour fayes) ufe the Indies as a name ofthe

Tucht boufe or Bride-well , to Ymant

manage their unruly and un- wond

thrifty children and kindred;

whom, when they cannot rule

and order at home , they ſend to

the Indies , wheretheyareprefer-

red toOffices andplaces ofGo-

yernment. Yfa Haith he,they

prefer fuch to be Fifcals there,

as never law Studie nor Law.

Sothat it isis no marvel , that fucia

perfons proceed notirwith that

juftice and moderation as is ufed

generally in the Low Countries,

by the choice of the Nation

there. And this agreep well

wth the report of cur Mer-

chants of credite that came

lately fromAmbsynn; who aver,

that, excepting the Governour

himſelf , who is well ſtept in
ycars , ofthe raft oftheCouncel

there,as well the Fifcal as others,

there was icarce any that had

hair onon their faces, yea, that molt
H of

vanWaer
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of them are lewd drunken de

bauchedperfons; andyet multe

Judges as well ofour English,

thepoorIndians there.

Now to return to this Au

thours proofs , that there wasno

"exceſs uſed inthe proceedings;

the laſt he taketh one Argumen

bywayof compariſon, fromth

Law ofEngland to preſs ment

death:whichhe faith,hath mud

more cruelty than their courſed

Torture , uſed by the Dutch

Amboyna, and is holden , as we

by ſome Authours of our ow

Nation as others , for damnabk

Howpertinently is this matter o

preffingalleadged, for juftifyin
oftheirTortures , finceno ma

inEnglandispreſſedfornot con

feffing, which is the cauſe of

Torture in Dutchland ? But the

cauſewhy any is preffed, is, for

that he obſtinately refuſeth th

Trial ofhisCountrey, and cha

lengeth the Judges as incompe

tent, which the Law appoint

ethhim:whichhedoth(forth

moſt part) to ſave his good

which , but by that ordinan

courſeofTrial, cannotbe con
fifcat
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- fiſcate. What isthisto thepoint

ofconfeffion , for refuſal where-

Sof, the Dutch uſe the Torture ?

Andyet no man blameth them

for proceedingaccording to the

10 Law of their Countreyherein ;

nor yet in their execution , when

they break the legs , arms and

thighs ofthe Malefactours , and

then fet them upon a wheel on

the end ofa great pole, thereto

languiſh to death : an execution

far more direfull than the Eng-

lish preffing , whichis ſoſudden-

hly done , and ſo ſeldom uſed.

But whydoth he notname the

Authour ofourownor forreign

writers , which condemn this

kindofexecution ? Let him do

ityet, andheſhallhavemoeAu-

thours ofhis own Countrey that

condemn their courſe of Tor-

tures: and yet the English com-

plain notofthe course ingene-

ral,butoftheunlawfulluse ofit;

contrarie to the rules of the

Laws even of the United Pro-

vinces. Lastly , in this pointthe

Authour pretendeth , that little

or no Torture was used in this

proceſs. Whatthe Torture was,

andว H2
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andinwhat degree , appears in

theEnglish Relation:but hecan

findlittle or none mentioned in

the Acts. What ifhe will not

find it ? or what iftheirOfficers

of Amboyna have concealed it?

Thall we not believe thoſe that

fuffered it themſelves ? hall we

not believe thoſe , that being

themſelves acquitted , yet heard

thecries, and faw thebodies of

Johnson, Clark,and Tomson, and

haveconfirmedtheir Relation by

their corporalOaths ?As for the

Act ofthe five and twentieth of

February , which this Authour

hathhere tranſcribed ; it cannot

be a true Act : for therein it is

faid, that thatday all the English

wereexamined onebyone , and

fomebeforeTorture , and ſome

after confeffed the Fact. Where-

as it appeareth not onely by the

English Relation , but by this

veryAuthour in the precedent

page, that they werenotallexa-

mined the fame five and twen-

tieth day ofFebruary ; but that

the examination continued fix

dayes together , even tothethird

ofMarch inclufive. How then

could



(55)

11

10

could the Act of the five and

twentieth of February have all

their confeffions? By this may

appear , what creditmay begi

ven to theſeActs , orelſetothis

Authour. Here alſobytheway

he tels us of the deliberation of

their Councel ; whether the pu-

nishment of the Fact might be

reſpited , or the cauſe removed:

wherein it was reſolved,that exe-

cution must needsbedone in the

place of the delict , for example

fake ; and might not be reſpited,

for fear left the Conſpiratours

(as he tearmsthem) might have

moreDependancesthanyetwere

known; and in particular , the

Ternatans andother Indians about

Amboyna. A poor pretext : as if,

having all the English in Irons

aboard their ſeveral ſhips , they

ſhould needto fear their joyning

with the Ternatans. But it may

be , they feared ſome English

Chips alfo to comethither: for fo

they had made their own people
believe. And therefore,two ſhips

being deſcriedat Sea ,the Dutch.

andtheir freeBurgbers criedout,

That therewerethe English that
H3 ſhould
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ſhould have holpen to take the an

Caſtle : but when they arrived , if

cheyproved to be two ſhips of t

the Hollanders come from Jac-

catra;wherein wasa Letter from

the Prefident of the English
there to call away Captain

Towerson and all the English

from Amboyna to Faccatra.

Which Letter was opened and

readby the Dutch Governour,

while our people were yet in

priſon , and not executed; and

mightwellhaveſecuredhim,that

there was no further danger to

befeared ofthe English aids of

ſhipping, what-ever the English

prifoners had through Torture
confeffed.

At laſt theAuthour comes to

the ſentence it ſelf, tranſcribing

out oftheActs of the ninth of

March , That the Colledge of

Judges being then competent,

andcallingupon thenameofthe

Lordtoaffilt them in this mourn-

full affembly , topreſide in their

hearts , and inſpire them with

equityandJuſtice; proceeded to

ſentence,&r.Whoknowethnot,

but the Act may be thus formed,

and
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andyet noprayer at all made ? or

iftherewereany ſuch prayer, yet

the proceedings well weighed,

will ſhew it tobe but likeJeza-

bels Falt, the preparative to the

falfe judgement against Naboth.
Neither will the wife andindif-

ferentJudgesofthis wholemat-

ter , conceive the better of the

cauſe, fortheHypocritical forma-

lities thereinobſerved.

Laft of all , he concludes his

treatiſe with ajuftification, yea,

anElogie and commendation of

the whole proceedings of the

DutchatAmboyna againsttheEng-

lish ; not finding the leaft tobe
blamedtotheDutch , but aggra-

vatingthe crime ofthe English

veryridiculously , becauſe (for-

footh) that thisplotamongſt o-

ther things , was against the great

means oftheNeatherlands East-

India Company: as ifaconfpi-

racie to robthem , (ifany ſuch

hadbeen) must needs be Trea-

fon , or as if the intent onely

in any Crimebut treaſon ,were

Capital.
Thus have we examined this

ſtrained juſtification ofthat moſt

Bar-
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Barbarous and execrable proceſs

ofAmboyna ; confifting of a pre-

amble, full of falſe and forged

fufpicions ; a Narration of the

Fact , fraught with ridiculous

abſurdities, contrarieties, and im-

poffibilicies , and ofa difpute of

impertinences , with conceal-

mentofthemain grounds ofthe

English griefs. All which veri-

fieth that ofPapinian , ThatPar-

ricides aremore eaſily commit-

tedthan defended.

FINIS.

"
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REMARKS

upon the fore-going

HISTORIE.

2030 husband the

to

ofRemainder

theſe Sheets the

best that I can,

avoid impertinence ,

which is certainly the

ſpeaking of few things in

manywords ( thoughgrave

men uſe it) and withall to

clearup , or to ſay better,

exaggerate one ofthe moſt

criminal Stories that ever

was,I preſume to affix what

confiderations ofmine Ican

fet down; not out of any

enmitie to theNation , nor

to rip up old foars , nor in

H5 or-
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order to provoke a Natio-

nal jealoufie , but upon a

clear intention , to let this

Nation fee,that as byGods

immediate hand , they are

refcued out of the bondage

of aMonarchy,ſo in requi-

tal of that mercie , they

ought to look to be thank-

full for it. And as hehath

provided for them beyond

means and hopes , ſo they

oughtnot to bewanting in

any thing that may make

appear their deteftation of

thoſe offences that are in

his eyes ofanger , but ſeek

by all their power and

to acquit them-might

felves.

2

For the nature of the

plot; youhave ſeen what it

is, adeſignof a few Fapon-

neffes to ſurpriſe aCaſtle,

whereas
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whereas in it ſelf, both as

they stood unfurnished with

arms , and unſeconded with

ſhips , while their enemie

was ſtrongly Garrisoned ,

little better than a fimple

impoſſibilitie , beſides that,

there wanted an end to en-

courage and recompence

ſuch an attempt ; and it is

withall tobe ſuppoſed, that

the English , in a matter of

that importance and dan-

ger, would have choſen o-

ther Confidents than a

numberofFaponeffes,apeo-

plethat anyreasonableman

might from their barbaritie

ſuſpect; andweareto note,

that in the examination of

thefirſtFaponness , ( which

was the beginning of the

whole proceſs , there were

no legal indicia found from

him,
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him, thebehaviour that he

ufed , being no other than

what maybe uſed by any

Souldier in the place where

he ferveth , other indicia

therewerenonein the leaft,

neitherofprovifions of the

Englishfor fuch an attempt,

nor of correfpondencies to

thatpurpoſe, nor anyother

agreeing with the rules and

examplesgivenby the law

orits expounders. Befides,

it isnot enough for to take

aconfeffionupontheRack,

God having not fent all

men courage of bodies to

endure high tortures ( as

*collins, fome in this tragedie,wea-

Sherrockried with fuffering , bade

them propoſe what they

wouldhave them confefs)

but it is by Law required,

that they ſhouldbe iterated

Beamont,

and
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and confirmed ſome days

after, when the pain ofthe

partie is over, and no fur-

ther torment offered unto

him. Now in this caſe ,

there is never a confeffion

entered in the Acts of the

CouncilofAmboyna,but it

is forced from the parties

themselves by unſupporta-

bletortures,not onewitneſs

being either examined or

depoſed. Withall , if there

had been as much guilt a-

mong theEnglish as is ſuf-

pected ,why did none of

them attempt , either to

tranſport themselves in the

Curricurries , and other

veffels, that then departed

as freely from Amboyna as

atother times,as it was no

hardmatter, or ſeek to hide

themselves?aguiltieconfci-
ence.
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ence being the inſecureft

thing in the world, and the

Faponneſſes being at that
timeatthetorture.

Thus much for the pro-

babilitie of this dangerous

machination;now for the le-

gallitieoftheproceeding of

theDutch thereupon,wewill

fitdown and confider. The

English that were tortured,

were ſubject to anabfolute

Prince , independent ofthe

Hollander,butinleaguewith

them : ſo they werefriends

andcompanions to theHol-

landers , and not ſubjects,

and were tobegovernedby

their own Laws , or in cafe

an offence given to the

Dutch, byajoyntCompa-

nie of both Nations. But

the Governour of Amboy-

na, took jurifdiction over

them,
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-

t

them , and therefore the

whole proceeding had been

illegal , had it been as gen-

tle as itwas cruel. Noris it

5

-

f

enough to ſay, thatthe ſub-

jects of another Countrey,

offending againſt a Forreign

r

jurildiction ( under which

they are at preſent ) ought

to be punished by thoſe

Laws, forthe English had

anintereſt and ſhare in the

place, and there were, as I

faid before , as focii, not as

fubditi:notto laythatthere

was no offence at all, ſo that

theground of the Objecti-

on is taken away. Nay,

fuppoſe that we had been

under their jurisdiction, yet

were the proceedings abſo-

lutely illegal : For they

ſhouldhavebeen agreeable

to the custom ofthe Low-

Coun-
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Countreys, whichthoſe were

not, and therefore itwas an

offence in the Governour ,

and a high one against the

laws of his own Countrey.

For all penal Laws , ſtrictly

circumftantiate , as well for

executing juſt rigour, as for

preventingofcrueltie ; and

every Minister of Justice

that tranfgreffethherein, as

ifhe behead a man that is

adjudged to be hanged, he

renders himself little better

than in the fame capacitie.

Yet

wasnojuſt indicium for the

torturing of the firſt Fapan,

nor any proofs against the

English, but forcedconfeffi-

ons ofthoſe tortured wret-

ches, which for the moſt

part were directed by the

notwithstanding , there

Dutch, inbis verbis: which

ground
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ground ofTorture is pro-

hibitedby their ownLaw.

For matter of Torture,

ifyou have had the heart to

furvay it, I ſuppoſeyouwill

think it needs neither

heightning, nor ſhadowing ,

it isſofoulofit felf. For

mypart all thedebauched

cruelties of the firſt Ro-

maneEmperours, when the

inventionof a good exqui-

fite Torment was a good

way for advancement,

though ſavage devices in-

flicted upon the Martyrs,

when the continuance of

perſecution hardened and

inſtructedcruelty; allthoſe

fanguinarie Barbariſms of

the moſt unciviliz'd Na-

tions have not appeared to

me fo foul and exquifite as

this ſingle process;andthat

by



(10)

by a people in league with

us,of opinion with us inRe-

ligion, and obliged to us

in effect for theirbeing,pur-

chaſed by us with the lofs

of fomanybrave lives, and

the profuſion of ſo much

treaſure , even in our own

moſt dangerous times ,

when they were like to be

ſwallowed upby a ravenous

invader, and ſtooddeferted

by all their other neigh-

bours , yet theſe men for

the engroffing of that

Trade , wherein theyhave

been unhappily fortunate,.

could cancel all theſe oblı-

gations,and break the Laws

ofnature , nations,andhof-

pitality to bring it about.

And truly me thinks up-

on this occafion , I cannot

but look back on the feli-

city
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cityofthoſe times , the ex-

cellencie of the Govern-

ment, and the Honour of

that Prince that could fleep

ſo ſoundly,when ſuch cries

were ſo loud in his ears.

This it is to be under the

Government ofone , who

notwithstanding is govern-

ed by a Pimp or a Parafite,

whothoughhehave ſuch a

facred trust as the ſafety

andtherightingofthe peo-

ple , yet topleaſe his Cate-

mit,eand thebetter to ſacri-

fice to his luft and luxurie,

would be blind to ſuch a

violation of his own Ho-

nour , andthe ſafety of his

people, while the bloud

cries in vain behind the Al-

tar,and ſobecomes entayl'd

on his own head , and for

ought we know,may ſtill lie

upon
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upon ours . But the Dutch

knew wellenough what an

eafie andfecure Princethey

had to deal with, and there-

fore like crafty Foxes ad-

ventured toplay tricks with

the olddrowfie Lion ; they

knew well enough that the

exorbitancies,prodigalities,

and ill proviſions of that

Court would ever keep it

beggarly and needy , and
that there wanted not in-

ſtruments in it that Gold

would work upon : and

therefore they had old

Fammy fast enough befieg'd

(though he were a place

eafie enough to take in of

himſelf) ſo that this bufi-

neſs was huſhed up in fi-

lence for a little money, and

the cautionarie Towns were

fold for nine pence, which

1 had
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hadcoſtus a Noble , they

themſelves laughing at the

credulitie of that ſtupid

Prince , that would give

up fo confiderable places

(whichheldthem in aw,and

preſerved us ever a good

means to right our ſelves)

and thinking ſo great ama-

ſter-piece, that their engine,

the then Secretarie , had a

preſent of no leſs than 30.

or 40000.1. for that one

ſervice. But the best ofit

is ,the enchantmentis now

broke up , and we begin to

rouſe our ſelves again , and

with the bleffing of God

upon our Liberty , may ar-

rive at a higher pitch of

glorie and happineſs than

any of our Ancestors ? if

they , that have overcome,

ſheath their ſwords (as God

be
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be thanked they do ) and

theythat are overcomelay

afide theirhates , as I wiſh

they may. For ſo we ſhall

grow up to be one body,

and ſhall be formidable to

all roundabout us , and be

able rather to right our di-

ſtreffed Neighbours , than

be in a capacity to receive

injuries of the leaſt , much

leſs ofthe moſt horrid na-

ture.

FINIS.
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