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SUFFERINGS
PR N CF
CSOM . DESERTLRS.
2 i
¥ LTTERS lately received from St. RHejens,
3_4 give 2 me't fingmlar aad aifecting narra-
Live refpecting fix deferte:; from the arallery
<1 tha. Ifiand., Their extraordinary adver-
tur produced a court of inquiry on the 12th
2 Decernber 1aft; whes Johu Brown, oneci
the furvivors, det o ad the foliowing ac-
ccunt upen o3th, 5o te Captain Deitsuntaino,
Preiident ; Lieutenant B, Hodlon, and En-
rzu Young. . . '

“7In Yune 17992, I belonged to the Girk
rompany of artillery in the fervice of this gar-
siion 3 and, ou the Jorit of *hat moitth, about
2alf an hour vefoie paraiie time, M*Kinnon,
aunner, and otaerly of the fecond comparn v,
afced me if L was willing to go with him on
hoard of 2n American (ip then in the roads.

After fowne converfation, I agreed, and
met Liim about feven o’clock at.the play-hout,
where ] found one MQuin, of Major Scale’s
cumpany ; another man called brighouse;
auoiber called Parr and the fixth DMatthew
Cenway,
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“ Parr was a good seaman, and said ke

would take us to the Island- of Ascension, or

lie off the harbour till the Columbia could

weigh anchor and come out,, We went down"
"°!’Rocks, where,

about eight o’clock to the W

the American boat was waittag for us, man-

ned with three of the Ameyic

ving been on board-half an hour.,

4n seamen, who
took  us along-side .of the’ Columbia. We
went on board. "Parr' went down into the .
cabin ; and we changed our clothes, after ha:

- “Brighouse and Conway propos;ed to cut

a whale-boat from out the harbour, to prevent .
aected, which they

Columbia from being
Pfferted baving therzg a coil of rope. and

five oars, with a large ifone she was moored .

y. 'This happened about eleven at night.’

“ We. obferved ‘lanthorns passing by the

line townds the fea gate, and hearing a noife,” .
thought we were missed and. fearcheq for.— -
We xmmedlately embarked in the whale-boat,’ T

with about twenty- -five pounds of bread, and

A keg of water, suppofed to contain about

:hirteen gallons, one compass, and one quad- -
7ant, given to us by the Commanding Oflicer ~

of the Columbia’; but in the hurry the quad-

rant was left behind or dropped over-board. -
We thén. lefe the fhip, pulling with two "~

23r's, on!v to get a-head of her. . ’Ihp boat -
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ves Lalf full of water, and nothing to biie
out. In this condition we rowed to sea, aand
tiy of the Island. expecting the fhip hourly.

« About twelve the second day, no fhip
appearing, we bore :xw'ay, steering for the Is-
land of Ascension, using our hanukerchlefa
for fails. MKennon kept a reckoning with
pen, ink, and paper, supplicd by the Colum- '
bai, as also charts 2ud maps,

* About tweive cn thie 18th Parr said he
was fure we mufi be paft the Island, accoun-
ting it to be 500 miles from Sc Helena. We
then took our fhirts and 'made a fmail {prit-
fail, and laced our _;10!&3 s and trowfers tage-
ther at the waiftbard to'keep us warm, and
then altered our course, thinkitg to make
Rio de Janeiro on the American coaft. Pro-.
visions running {hort, we allowed curfelves
only an ounce uf bread for twenry-four hours, '
and two mouthiuls of water. - v

“ We continued until the 20th, when 2]
cur provisions were expended. On the 27th
M*Quin took 2 piece of bamboo to chevr, and
we ali followed his example. On that night
it being my turn to steer, and I.avmg read of
Persons in cur situation eating their thoes, 1
cut a piece ofi' mine ; but it being soaked with
salt water, I was r)bi!éCd to fph it out, ‘and
take the infide foal, which I ate pact of, aud
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distributed to the reft, but found no benefit.
“ On the ist of July Mr. Parr caughu ;

dolphm, with a gaff that had’ been left in the -

boat.  We all fell ‘'on our knees, and thanked

God for his goodnefs to us.- We tore up the -
Gth, and hung it to dry. About four we ate

part of it. which agreed with us ‘pretty well.

O this fifli we fubfifted till the'’4th, about -
eleven o’clock, when, finding the who]e ex-

vended, bones "and all, Parr, myfelf, Contway

and Brighoufe, pz‘opofed to ictittle the boat, -
and let her go down, to put us out of mifery ; -~
the other twg objected, & “rving, that God '

“who made man, always provided for him,

< On the 5tk about eleven; M<Kinnoii pro- ~';
pofed that it would be better for one to die, -

in order to faveé the reft, we agreed. The lots

were mada. * Parr being fick- ‘two day$ ‘with *

the fpotted fever, was excluded. "'He wrote

the nambers, and wedrew them out of his

hat blindfolded, and put them'in our poakets, P

after determining that No. 5 fhould die, and’
the lots been unfolded, M*Kinnow’s was No.5. |
«We agrced that whole lot it was fhould

bleed himfelf, ¢o death with: fharpened naiis,

which we gat fromi the boat: M; Kincon with '

one cut himfelf in the foot, hand and wlxst,"‘

and praymg God to forgm: hlm, dxed m a»f

'hmxt x quart"x of an hour.
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“ Defore he was quite celd, Brighouse cut
a picce of flefh off his thigh, and hung it up,
About three hours ofter, we all ate a small blt
of it.  We dipt the body every two hours
into the sea to preferve it. Parr having found
2 piece of slate in the boat, fharpened it on
a {tere, and cut another piece off the thigh,
which iafted us until the 8th. when it being
my watch, and observing the water, 2bout
breok of diy to change colour, I called the
veft, thinkirz we were near shore, but saw
na light, it not being yet day light.

“ As soon as day ¢ *pees;d we diicovered
land and steercd towrds it.  There bemg a
heavy surf, we endeavoured to turn the boat’s
head to it ; but, becing very weak, we were
unable. Soon after, the boat upfet. Myfelf, .
Conway, and Parr, got on fhore, M‘Quin
and Brighouse were drowned.

“ We ducowred a fmall hut on; the beacl,
in which were an Indian and his mother, who
fpoke Portugueze, and I underftanding that
language. learnt there was a village, about
three miles diftant, called Belmon*, This In-
dian went to the viflage, and gave information
that the French had landed and in sbout two
hours the governor of the vxllaoe, a clergy-
raan, with feveral armed men, took Conway
and Parr pnfonerc, tymg them by their hand:
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“and feet, and ﬁmgmg them on 4 bamboo uxc‘r,
and in this manner took thém to the vilfage.
I being very weak, remained in- the hut, bug
was afterwards taken.
¢ On Our, telling them' that we were En-
glifh, we were immediately released, and
three hammocks pm\nded “We were taken
in them to the governor’s -houfe, who let us
1lie on his own bed, and gave us'mitk and rice
“to'eat ; bat rigt baving eaten any thing for a
~confiderable time, we wére lock-jawed, and
continiued fo till the 22d, during which time
_thegovernor wrote to the goverior of St. Sal-
vador who fent a fm:’ f ~hooner to" a-place
called Porto Sejuro, t* mk - us to.St.:Salvador.
We were conducted iv1* orto be;m o on liorse-
back, paffing througa Santa Croix, where we
- remained about ten diys. Afterwards we em-
. barked, and, on our arrival'at St.: Salvador,
‘Parr, on. bemg queftioned by the governor,
‘anfwered, ‘that our fhip had “foundered, and
we had faved our felves in the boat : that the ‘
thip’s name was the Sally of Liverpool, and
belonged to his father, aud was last from Cape
Corfe Caftle, on the coaft of ‘Africa, to touch -
at Ascenfion for turtle, and ‘then bound for
Jamaica. Parr faid he was the Captain.
“ We continued at St. Salvador about thirs
teen days, during which time the mhabxtama
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‘made up a-fubfzription of . £200 each -mgn.
_\de then ciabarked in the Maria, a Portugese
. dhip, for 1 isbon : Purr as'mate ; Conway boat-
iwain’s mate; myself, being 4ckly, as pas-
. senger.  In thitteen days we arvived lat Rio
- de Jan:iro, . Parr and Conway failed for Lis-
. bon, and I was left in the Hospital. In 2bout
_.three montis, Captain Elphinftone,. of the
. Diomede, pressed me into his Majesty’s fer-
. vige, giving me the choice .ol remaining pn
_that! ftation,: or to proceed ',to,’the'admir;l at
. .the Cape, | chofe the latter, and wasput, with
feven fufpected deferters, on board the Aap,.
. a Botany Bay fhip, in “irons,- wich, convicts.
- When L arrived ! 3he Cape, 1 was put on
. buard the Lancalicr, of 64 guns. I pever en
. tered. J atlength, rogeived  my: difcharge
.fince which [ engaged iri the Duke of Clarence
.23 a feaaman. - |- was’ detgrniined to give 3y
felf pp the firfk oppartunity, inorder £ ¥e-
; Tate my. fufferings yo the min of ',;ln_sr gaiiton,
. to.deter. them' from attempting.-:c mau 2
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