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NARRATIVE1076

OF THE

DREADFUL SUFFERINGS.

Six Artillery Men,

for

Who left the Iſland of St. Helena in a Whale Boat,

and, putting to SSea, were toffed about for twenty-
nine days , iin which time they were fo hard put to

provifions, that they caft Lots who ſhould Die for
the Sußenanceofthe reft, when the Lot fell on one

McKinnon, who Bled hirafell tofirefelftoDeath,onwhichthe

reft fubfitted for feveral days when three of the lix
arrived ata Fortuguese SSplement in South America.

Thewhole delivered upd. Oath, by Jons BROWN,
one of the Survivors,
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THE

EKORDESUFFERINGS TASSOCY

OF

SOME DESERTERS.

ETTERS lately receivedfromSt. Helena,

✓ give a moſt ſingular and affectingnarra-

tive reſpecting fix defertersfrom the artillery

of that,Illand. Their extraordinary adven-

tures produced a court ofinquiry onthe 12th

ofDecember last; when JohnBrown, oneof

the furvivors , dehed the following ac-

count upon oath, before Captain Deſtountain,

Preſident'; Lieutenant B. Hoifon, and En-

fgu Young.

"In June 1799, I belonged to the first.

company of artilleryin theferviceofthis gar-

rifon; and, onthe 10th ofthat month, about

halfan hour before paraile time, M'Kinnon,

gunner, and orderly of the secondcompany,

afked me if Iwas willing to go with him on

board ofan American ſhip then inthe roads.

After fome conversation, I agreed, and

met him aboutſeven ofclock at the play-houſe,

where I found one M'Quin, ofMajor Scale's

company ; another man called Brighouse;

another calledParr; and the fixth Matthew

Conway.
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" Parr, was a good seaman, and said he

would take us to the Island ofAscension, or

lie off the harbour till the Columbia could

weigh anchor and come out. We went down

about eight o'clock to the West Rocks, where

the Americanboat was waiting for us, man-

ned with three of the American seamen, who

took us along-side of the Columbia. We

went on board. Parr went down into the

cabin; and we changed our clothes, after ha-

ving been on board halfan hour.

"Brighouse and Conway proposed to cut

awhale-boat from out the harbour, to prevent

Columbia from beingpected, which they

effected, having there a coil of rope and

five oars, with a large stone she was moored

by. This happened about eleven at night.

" We obſerved lanthorus passing by the

line towards the feagate, andhearing a noiſe,

thought wewere missedand fearched for.---

We immediatelyembarked in the whale-boat,

with about twenty-five pounds ofbread, and

a keg of water, suppoſed to contain about

thirteengallons, one compass, and one quad-

rant, given to us by the Commanding Officer

ofthe Columbia; but in the hurry the quad-

rant was left behind or dropped over-board.

"We then left the ship, pulling with two

oars only, to get a-head of her. The boat



4

was half full of water, and nothing to bale

out. In this condition we rowed to sea, and

lay offthe Island,expecting the ſhip hourly.

" About twelve the second day, no ſhip

appearing, we bore away, steering for the Is-

land ofAscension, using our handkerchiefs

for fails . M'Kennon kept a reckoningwith

pen, ink, and paper, supplied by the Colum-

bai, as also charts and maps.

"About twelve on the 18th Parr saidhe

was fure we must be paſt the Island, accoun-

ting it to be 800 miles from St Helena. We

then took our ſhirts and made a ſmall fprit-

fail, and laced ourjack and trowſers toge.

ther at the waistband to keep us warm, and

then altered our course, thinking to make

Riode Janeiro on the American coast. Pro-

visions running ſhort, we allowed ourſelves

onlyanounce ofbread for twenty-four hours,

and two mouthfuls ofwater.

"We continued until the 20th, when all

our provisions were expended. On the 27th

M'Quin took a piece ofbamboo to chew, and

we all followed his example. On that night

it being my turn to steer, and havingread of

persons in our situation eating their ſhoes, I

cut a piece offmine ;but itbeing soakedwith

salt water, Iwas obliged to fpit it out, and

take the inſide foal, which I ate part of, and
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distributed to the reſt, but found no benefit.

"On the 1st of July, Mr. Parr caught

dolphin, with a gaff that had been left in the

boat. We all fell on our knees, and thanked

God for his goodness tous. We toreup the

fish, andhung it to dry. About four we ate

part of it,which agreedwith us pretty well.

On this fiſh we fubfifted till the 4th, about

eleven o'clock, when, finding the whole ex-

pended, bones and all, Parr, myſelf, Conway

andBrighouſe, propoſed to ſcuttle the boat,

and let her go down, toputus out of mifery;

the other two objected, rving, thatGod,

whomade man,always provided for him.

"On the 5th, abouteleven,MKinnonpro-

poſed that itwouldbebetter for one todie,

in order to fave the reſt, we agreed. The lots

were made. Parr being fick two days with

the ſpotted fever, was excluded. He wrote

the numbers, and wedrew them out of his

hat blindfolded, and putthemin ourpockets,

after determining thatNo.5 ſhoulddie, and

the lots beenunfolded,M'Kinnon's was No.5.

"We agreed that whole lot it was ſhould

bleed himself, to death with ſharpened nails,

whichwegot from the boat. M,Kinton with

one cuthimselfin the foot,hand, andwrist,

and praying God to forgive him, died in a

bout a quarter of an hour. conting wish hay
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"Before he was quite cold, Brighouse cut

a piece of flesh off his thigh, andhung it up.

About three hours after, we all ate a smallbit

ofit. We dipt the body every two hoursd

into the sea to preſerve it. Parrhaving found

a piece of slate in the boat, ſharpened it on

a ftone, and cut another piece off the thigh,

which lasted us until the 8th. whenitbeing

my watch, and observing the water, about

break of day to change colour, I called the

reft, thinking we were near shore, but saw

no light, it not being yet day light.

"As soon as day appeared, we diſcovered

landand steered towards it. There being a

heavysurf, we endeavoured to turn the boat's

head to it ; but, being very weak, we were

unable. Soon after, the boat upfet. Myself,

Conway, andParr, got on ſhore. M'Quin

andBrighouse were drowned

"We discovered aſmallhut on the beach,

in which werean Indian and his mother,who

fpoke Portugueze, and I understanding that

language, learnt there was a village, about

three miles diftant, calledBelmont. This In-

dianwent to the village, and gave information

thatthe Frenchhad landed ;and in about two

hours the governor of the village, a clergy-

man, with feveral armed men, took Conway

and Parr prifoners, tying themby their hands
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and feet, andflinging them ona bamboo ſtick,

and inthis manner took them to the village.

I being very weak, remained in the hut, but

was afterwards taken.

"On our telling them that we were En-

gliſh, we were immediately released, and

three hammocks provided. We were taken

in them to the governor's houſe, who let us

lie on his own bed, and gave us milk and rice

to eat ; but not having eaten any thing for a

confiderable time, we were lock-jawed, and

continued ſo tillthe 22d, during which time

thegovernorwrote to the governor ofSt. Sal-

vador, who ſent a fmall chooner to a place

calledPorto Sejuro, takeus to St. Salvador.

Wewereconducted toPorto Sejuro on horse-

back, paffing through Santa Croix, where we

remained about tendays. Afterwards we em-

barked, and, on our arrival at St. Salvador,

Parr, on being questioned by the governor,

anſwered, that our ship had foundered, and

we hadfaved our felves in theboat: that the

ſhip's name was the Sally of Liverpool, and

belonged tohis father, and was last fromCape

Corfe Caftle, on the coast of Africa, to touch

at Ascenfion for turtle, and then bound for

Jamaica. Parr faidhe was the Captain.

"We continued at St. Salvador about thir

reen days, during which time the inhabitants
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made up a fubfcription of £200 each man.

We then embarked in the Maria, a Portugese

ship, for Lisbon ; Parr as mate ; Conway boat-

iwain's mate ; myself, being fickly, as pas-

senger, In thirteen days we arrived at Rio

de Janeiro. Parr and Conway failed for Lis-

bon, and I was left in the Hospital. In about

three months, Captain Elphinstone, of the

Diomede, pressed me into his Majesty's fer-

vice, giving me the choice of remaining on

that ſtation, or to proceed to the admiral at

the Cape. I choſe the latter, andwas put, with

ſeven fufpected deferters, on board the Ann,

aBotany Bay ſhir, in irons, with convicts.

When I arrived a the Cape, I was put on

board the Lancaster, of 64 guns. I never en.

tered. I at length received my difcharge ;

fincewhich I engaged in the Duke ofClarence

as a feaman. I was determinedto givemy

felf up the firſt opportunity, in order to re-

late my fufferings to themen ofthis garriton,
to deter them from attempting to mad a

ſcheme again " 10.1002m sinen Egidt
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