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PREFACE.

HE following authentic accounts of remark-
-A ableCulpritsarerespectfully submittedto the
Public with the view of being doubly serviceable ;
First, by being a warning to youth; who, seri-
ously considering the fatal end of vice, as almost
every page.in this work records, may early
imbibe a due abhorrence of its deformity and
learn by times to shun its dangerous path. We
are told thata‘'young man was happily reclaim-
ed by the representation of the play of ““ George
Barnwell,” it is not therefore improbable but
the scenes of depravity which these volumes,
disclose may have an equal impression.-—
Secondly, by being a useful book of reference,
with respect to extraordinary cases: conse-

quently, it is presumed, the CriMiNaL RE- -

corpER will not be unworthy. the library of

all classes,. We have had, it is true, many
voluminous works of this nature: but they have
been one and all, tedious details of every male-
factor, and consequently repititions of the same
gases; calculated more to disgust, than either

‘ interest



PREFACE.

interest or instruct the reader. The following,
however, is a collection of the most extraordi-

_nary Charactersin the UnrTep Kinépom who

N\

have suffered Death, Transportation, &c. for
their various offences; includinﬁ others which
have been attended with remarkable verdicts,
&c. Some, who have endured a limited con-
finement have,we acknowledge, been purposely
omitted ; in hopes that they are now no longer
offenders, but useful members of society. The
embellishments which accompany several of our-
narratives have been taken frem original like-
nesses and, we trust, witl be a further recom-
mendation of oar work. . .
-As an interesting Appendix to this Wark,
an account of the various Punishments inflicted
on those who transgress the laws of  their
Country ; viz. the Rack, Knout, Cage, Guillo-
tine, &c. as well as a description of their
Crimes by which these Punishments are incur-
red,- &c.  &c. are given in the last volume,
under appropriate heads, alphabetically arrang-
ed from the best authorities, inclading some
original observations; which improvement is.
forther illustrated by suitable Plates descriptive
of those modes of Punishment, 8&c. used by
those who make depredations -on Society, by
which the unwary may guard against them.

p——am e . ]
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B‘I'OGRAPHICAL‘
JSKETCHES,
&e. &c.

}
SALEXANDER, MOSES, (FORGERY,) was a
ative of the city of Glasgow in North Britain.
e was scarcely arrived to manhood when he tra-
elled to London ; and for several years he carried
pack about the country, retailing different sorts
f goods, but linen was the principal article in
hich he dealt. "He was naturarly of an industrious
disposition ; and his industry procured him success.
tle made overtures of marriage to a young woman,
<tho had two uncles possessed of considerable pro-
E_erty 5 and knowing that they intended to give her
R marriage-portion, and to make her their heir, he
gained credit for a large assortment of linen-drapery
goods, and opened a warehouse on Fish-street-hill 5 °
rccordingly the young woman’s relations, -believing
him to be in flourishing circumstances, gave their
gorisent to the marriage, which was in a short time
solemnized ; soon afterwards he connected himself
‘n partnership with a linen-draper in Holborn,
named Nicol, who was a man of unblemished inte-
grity, but encumbered with a numerous family,
which occasioned some fecuniary embarrassments.
Tlis man being perfectly conversant in the whole-
" voL L b T ' sale




2 ALEXANDER.

sale braneh of the linen trade, it was agreed th:
should travel to Manchester, Glasgow, and «
places, for the purpose of purchasing goods. £
ander kept the circumstance of his partners|
profound secret from his wife’s relations; bu
of her uncles happened to be in Alexander’s cc
ing house, when a bill was brought for accept:
payable by Alexander and Nicol. Hereupol
ntleman upbraided the former for concealing
JBim so material a circumstance as that of his t
connected iff partnership : the other declared,
po partnership subsisted ; that Nicol ‘was no
thaa lis servant, and had inserted his owp nar
the draft either through mistake or villainy.
Nicol’s return to Londoun .in abaut two mo
Adexander denied his having a right to part o
business; and said he would submit the decisic
the case to the court of chancery. Though ar
of co-partnership had been regnlarly executed
col, on account of his embarrassed circumsta
“declined entering into an expensive suit of law;
about eight months after this difference,
took place in the summer of 1765, Alexander
ing quitted his house on Fish street-hill, and o
a warehouse in Toolcy-street, Southwark, fai
"the amount of about sixty thousand pounds:
upon it was publicly known, that he was the
eipal of a great number of retail shops establist
different parts of the townm, under a varie
mames; and it was considered as an extraord
circumstance that, with a capital so very inade:
to the extensive trade into which he had laun
he should be able to support his credit for so k
period : but the public surprise abated wh
was discovered, that he had chiefly depended ¢
circulation of notes of hand and bills of exch:
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After some time he engaged again in business, and
a second failure took place; though for a sum
reatly inferior to the claims of his former creditors.
aving now no -expectation of asistance from
his wife’srelations: he contrived means for establish-
ing himséif again in business, which he was bettet
" enabled to carry on by means of notes of hand bei
frequently lent him by 2 man named Brown. This
Brown was in- France towards the end of the year
3768; and about that time he became connected
with one Aked, of Leeds in Yorkshire, whose notes
e passed for the support of his drooping credit, in
the manner that he had formerly negotiated those
of Brown. Having borrowed cighty pounds on a
note of Aked’s, éndorsed in the name of Brown, for
ninetyeight pounds, six shillings, and .it not being
paid when due, he gave Mr. Fryar, who had ad-
vanced . the money, another note, as collateral secu-
xity, assuring him that in a few days the notes
should be redeemed. At length Fryar accused
Alexander of forgery; and he was committed to
Newgate. He was acquitted on indictments found
against him for two other offences of a similar na-
‘ture ; but though several witnesses swore the wri.
ting was not the prisoner’s, he- was convicted of
forging the endorsement on the bill for ninety-eight
pounds six shillings. Brown would have proved
the most material witness; and, had he been in
' - England, the prisoner would, perhaps, have derived
great advantage from his evidence.  His behaviour,
* while in Newgate, was suitable to his unhappy cir-
cumstances; but he entertained strong hopes
being considered as an object of the royal merey.
Indeed, from a variety of circumstances great num-
bers of people believed him to be innocent of the
fact ; and very powerful interest was made for pre-
o . B2 serving



4 , ANDREWS,,

serving his life.  On the morning appointed for his
execution he was respited for a week ; and before
the expiration of that time (it being represented that
messengers were gone to France in search of Brown)
he was respited foi a week longer. Brown's affida-
vit was brought from France, expressing that be
wrote the endorsement that Alexander had been
charged with forging. The affidavit being carried
to his Majesty at Richmond, he was pleased to re-
fer the matter to Lord Weymouth ; but his lord-
ship’s interference could not be obtained, he being
then at his country seat. The sheriffs attended at
Newgate the next morning, in order to conduct the
prisoner to the place of execution. He informed
them that his friends were gone to Richmond, to:
make a second application to the king ; and they
consented to defer their melancholy office till the
issue of the intercession should be known.. No fur-
ther respite being obtained, the prisoner was, taken
from Newgate about half past twelve o'clack, at-
tended by a dissenting 'minister, with whom he
prayed in an earnest and devout'manner. . At the
place of exccution bis behaviour was decent and
composed ; and he persisted in the declaration of his
innocence till the last moments of his life. He suf-
fered. about half past two in the afternoon of the gth
of August, 1769. ' .
ALLPRESS, JOSEPH. See GUYANT, JOHN.
ANDREWS, JOHN, (FORGERY,) was a native
of Essex, and for some time grazier, having sent a
number of cattle to Smithfield mnarket: after which
he sailed to the East-Indies, where he acquired a
sufficient sum to enable him to deal in seamen’s
tickets, on his return to England. This business,
sufficiently oppressive to the poor sailors, he carried
to the height of extortion, and frequently obtained
: of

. -
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of them fifty per ceut. on’advancing money on

their tickets. After thus lending money for some

_ time, he ventured on the dangerous practice of forg-
ing the wills of  seamen, in order to defraud the wi-
dows, and met with a narrow. escape at Maidstone,
on a charge of publishing a forged lctter of attorney.
He employed some women ot his acquaintance n
London, to whom he used to give small gratuities
to personate the .widows of seamen, and hy. their
perjuries he frequently acqnired considerable sums -
of money. Quarrelling at last with a woman named
Elizabeth Nicholls, with whom he was thus connec-
ted, blows ensyed, and the' woman determined to be
revenged, but disguised her sentiments, tili she had
an opportunity of ipjuring him in the most essential
manner. - He applied to her on a particular occasion
to personate the widow. of a seaman to. whoig thirty

unds were. due, and to swear.that she hada will in
er favour. ‘The woman, with a view first to make
an advantage of Andrews, and then to betray him,

. did as she was directed, and sigiied her name to a2
forged will.in Doctors Commons : in consequence of
which. Andrews. received thirty pounds 4t the navy
office, aud became pdssessed of the'scaman’s ticket
for _fourteen pounds. This ticket he . offered for
sale t6 2 man who keptan alehouse in Oxford-road ;
but the latter refused to buy it, unless the woman
would sign the receipt for it, whicl she readily did,
expecting Andrews would: give her a good part of
the money thus illegally obtained; but on his refu-
sal to give ber more than half a guinea, she deter=
mined onimmediate revenge, “To carryher scheme
into effectual excoution, she weat to. another woman
with whom Andrews was conuected, :and both of
them having given information against him, he was
taken.into cugtody, and lodged in Newgate.- As it
L. : B3 o wa

[
‘
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was presumed that his-offences had been numerous
the following scheme was, adopted to find f. 'l evi.

" dence of his guilt. The lord mayor commissioned
a person, who had formerly known® him, to go to
Newgate, and hint to him that a warrant would be
issued to search his lodgings. Andrews having pa.
pers which he thought of great consequence to con-
ceal, desired his supposed friend to pack them ina
basket, and leave them with an acquaintance in the
Minories. .Hereupon the prisoner gave the man
his keys, who went, packed up the goods, and car-
ried them as directed.” This was done to discover,
if possible, whether Andrews had any accomplicess
that, if he had, his guilt might-be the more clearly
ascertainied, by procuring stronger evidence against
him. When the papers were deposited in the Mi-
nories the lord mayor is.ued a search warrant; in
consequence of which his officers found sixty-four

. forged wills, and powers of attorney ; but no proof
arose that he had any accomplices, except the wo-
men whom .he had employed as his agents. One of
these women, however, deposed that she had received
above five hundred pounds fér him, by swearing to
forged wills; but that half-a-gninea for each per-
jury was all the compensation she received. An-
drews, who was in possession of a considerable sum
of money when he.was committed to Newgate, had
no idea that sufficient ¢vidence could be adduced of
‘his guilt; but when he was brought to trial, the tes-
timony of the two women was so positive :against
him, that the jury did not hesitate to convict him,
and sentence of death passed of course. His beha-
viour after conviction was.remarkably morose, re-
served, and untractable. He absolutely rejected the
good offices of the ordinary of Newgate, which at
first caused a suspicion that he was a 'Cag:o- .

. . c;
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lic; but ashe was not visited by any priest, thissus.

spicion wore off, and his rejection was attributed to

the obstinacy and gloom of his own mind. Herea.

_ fused to acknowledge the justice- of the sentence by

which he was condemned; alledging, in excuse for

his conduct, that having lost large sumsof money by
some seamen, he was justificd in endeavouring to
make others pay the deficiency. He seemed agi
tated in the highest degree when put into the cart on
the morning of execution. His whole frame was
convulsed ; and when at the fatal tree, “despaic
scemed to have taken possession of hissoul. He
said a short prayer, but did hot address the sur-
rounding multitude- - He suffered at Tybum,
March 23, 1752. .- o -

. ANGIER, HUMPHRY, (ROBBER,) was &
native . of Ireland, born near Dublin ; but his pa-
rents removing to Cork, put him apprentice to a
cooper in that city. He had not been long in this
station before his master desired to get rid of him,
on_account of his untoward disposition. Thus dis.
charged, he lived the life of a vagabond for two
years, and his father apprehending that he would
come to a fatal end, brought him to England in the
eighteenth year of his age. Still, however, he con-
tinued: his dissipated coupse of life, till having got
considerably in debt, ke enlisted for @ soldier, to
avoid being lodged in prison.. As thishappened in
the year 1715, he was sent to Scotland-to oppose the
rebels; but, robbing a farmer in that country, he
was ponished by receiving -five hundred lashes,_in
consequence of the sentence of a Court Martial,
The rebellion ended, Angier came to London, and
obtained his discharge.  Here he became acquainted
with William Duce, (see DUCE) whose sister he

married at an alehouse in the verge of the Fleet,
o . After
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After this he enlisted a second time, and the regiment
being ordered to Vigo, he took his wife with
him. The greater part of the Spaniards having
abandoned the place, Angier obtained a consider-
able sum by plunder. On his return to England he
became acquainted’with Butler's associates, and was
concerned with them in several of their lawless de-
predations, but refused to have any share in acts of
barbarity. Angier now kept a house of ill fame,
which was resorted to by the other thieves ; and one
night after they had been out on one of their
exploits, Meads told . the following- horrid tale:
$¢ We have been out; and the best fun of all was,
an engagement with a smock-faced shoemaker,
whom we met on the Kentish road. We asked
him how far he was going, and he said, he was just
married, and going hame to see his relations. Afs
ter.a little more discourse, we persuaded him to tum
rather out of the road to look for a bird’s nest,
which as soon as he had done, we bound and gagged
him, after which we robbed him, and were going
away ; but I being in a merry humour, and want-
ing to have a little diversion,: turned about with
- my pistol, and shot him through the head.”” Bad
as Angier was in other respects, he was shocked at
this story, told his companions that there was no
courage in cruelty, and from that time refused to
drink with any of them. After this he kept s
house of ill fame near Charing Cross, letting lodg-
. ings to thieves, and receiving stolen goods. While
in this way of life he went lo see an execution at
Tyburn, and did not return till four o’clock the
next morning ; when, during bis absence an affair
happened, which was attended with troublesome
consequences. A Dutch woman mecting with a
gentleman in'the street, canducted kim to Angier's

" house,

\
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', where he drank so freely that he fcll asleep, .
the’ woman robbing him of his watch and
y», made her escape. The gentleman awaking
. Angier returned, charged him with the rob-
, in consequence of which he was committed to
n, but was afterwards discharged, the grand
not finding tke bill against him. Soon after
vife was indictéd for robbing a gentleman of
ratch and a guinea, but was fortunate cnough
: acquitted for want of evidence. The follow-
«ccident happened about the same time: A wo-
named Tumer had drank so much at Angiei’s
e that he conducted her up to bed ; but while
as in the room with her, his wife entered in a
»and demanding of her how she could pre-
: to keep company with her husband, ate
=d and beat the woman. William Duce being.
1¢ house, went up to interfere ; but the distur-
e was by this time so great, that it was neces-
to send for a constable. The officer no sooner
ed, than Mrs. Turner charged Angier and his
with robbing her; on which they were taken
custody and committed : but when they were
ght to trial, they were acquitted, as there was
roof of any robbery, to the satisfaction of the
Dyer, who was evidence against Duce and
er, lived at this time with Angier as a waiter 5
the master and the man used occasionally to
nit footpad robberies together ; for which ‘they
several times apprehended, and tried at the Old
sy 5 but acquitted, as the prosecutors could not.
1 to their persons. Angier’s character now
1 30 notorious, that no person of any reputation
Id be seen in his house; and the expences attend-~
nis repeated prosecutions were so great, that he
compelled to decline business. Adtter this, he
' kept
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this house was frequented by company of the same
kind as those he had formerly entertained, particu-
larly parson Lindscy. Lindsey having prevailea on
+ & gentleman to go to this house, made ‘him drunk,
and then robbed him of several valuable articles;
but procuring himself to be adinitted an evidence,
charged Angier and his wifé with the robbery:
they had again the good fortuue to escape, the
character of Lindsey being at this time so infamous, -
that the court and jury paid.no regard to any thing
he said. . Soon after, however, Mrs. Angier was
transported for pieking a ge.tleman's pocket, amd
her husband was convicted on two capital indict-
ments; the one for robbing Mr. Lewin, the city
marshall, near Hornsey, of ten guineas and some -
silver, and the other for robbing a waggoner neat
Knightsbridge. - On both these trials,. Dyer, who ~
was concerned in the robberies, was admitted an evi.
dence against Angier. After conviction, he was
wisited by numbers of persons, whose Eockcts had
been picked of valuable articles, in the hope of get-
ting some intelligence of the property they had lost;
but he said, ¢ he was never guilty of such mean
practices as picking of pockets, and all his asso-
ciates were above it, except one Hugh Kelly, who
was transported for. robbing a woman of a shroud,
which she was carrying home to cover her deceased
husband.”  He suffered at Tyburn, September g,

1723.
ANSEL, JAMES. See WaLTHAM BLacks,
THE. '
ARAM, EUGENE, (MURDERER,) 2 man of
considerable erudition, which he acquired under
great disadvantages, and who was also remarkable
tor his unhappy tate, and the singular circumstances
. that
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®hat oceasioned and attended it, was born at Rams-
gill, a little village, in Netherdale, Yorkshire, in the
year 1704. He was descended from an ancient fa-
wmily, but his father was in mo higher station than
that of a gardener, though of great nierit in that
©ccupation. He was removed, when very young;
gogether with his mother, to Skelson, near Newby 3
and, when he was five or six years old, his father
making a little purchase in Bondgate, near Rippony

his family went thither.- He was there sent to
school, where he learned to read the New Testameng

in Enﬁlish, which was all he was ever taught, ex-

cept that, some considerable time after, he was un<

der the tuition of the Rev. Mr. Aleock, of Burnsal,

for about a month. When he was about thirteen

or fourteen years of age, he went to his father in

Newby, and attended him in the family there, tilt

the death of Sir-Edward Blackett, It was in the

house of this gentleman, to whom his father was

gardener, that his propensity to, literature first ap.

peared. He was, indeed, always of a solitary dispe-

sition, and uncommonly fond of retirement and

books ; and here he enjoyed all the advantages of

leisure and privacy. He applied himself at first

chiefly to mathematical studies, in which he made a

considerable proficiency. At about sixteen years of

age, he was sent to London to the h of Mr.

Christopher Blackett,whom he served for some time

in the capacity of book-keeper. After continuing

here a_year, or more, he was taken with the small

pox, and suffered severely under that distemper. He

afterwards returned into Yorkshire, in consequence

_of aninvitation from his father, and tbere continued
to prosecute his studies, but found in polite litera-

ture much greater chatms than in the mathematics 3

which occasioned him now chiefly te apply himself

te
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to poetry, history, and antiquities. Aft
was invited to Netherdale, where he eng
school, and married. But his marriage |
unhappy connection ; for to the miscondus
wife he afterwards attributed the isfort:
befel him. In the mean while, having
his deficiency in the learned languages, h
himself to the grammatical study of the I
Greek tongues; after which he read, w
avidity and diligence, all the Latin classi
riaus and poets. He then went through t
Testament ; and lastly, ventured upon He:
mer, Theocritus, Herodotus, and Thucyc
gether with all the Greek tragedians.
William Norton, Esq. a gentleman wh
friendship for him, invited him to Knares
Here he acquired the knowledge of the Hel
read the Pentateuch in that language. 1In
returned to London, and served the Rev. I
blanc, as usher in Latin and writing, in Pi
and, with this gentleman’s assistance, he
the knowledge of the French language.
afterwards employed, as an usher and tuto
ral different partsot England ; during whic
became acquainted with heraldry and bot:
also ventured upon Chaldee and Arabic, t
of which he found' easy from its near c
with the Hebrew. He then investigated t!
as far as possible, in all its dialects; and h
gun to form collections, and made compai
tween the Celtic, the English, the Latin, tl
and the Hebrew, and found a great affinity
them, he resolved to proceed through all
guages, and to form a comparative Lexicc
in the midst of these learned labours and «
it appears, that Aram committed & crin
‘ ¢
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1
coold not naturally have been expected from a man
of %0 studious a turn, and which is the more extraor-
dinary, as the inducenient that led hin to it is said
to have been only gain, though he Nimself after-
wards assigned a different motive. On thé 8th of
February, 1744-5, he murdered Daniel Ctark, a.
shoemaker, in eonjunction with whom, and amother
person, he seems before to have been concerned in
some fraudulent practices. The murder, however,
was concealed near fourteen years, and then was dis-
covered by a skeleton being accidentally found,
which was supposed to be that of Clark. This was
x mistake; but it led to 2 discovery of the whole
transaction, which is thus related :—A labourer was
employed to dig for stone to supply a lime-kiln, at
a place called Thistle-Hill, near Knaresborough, and
" having dugabout two feet deep, he found the bones
of 2 human body, and the bones being still' joined
to each other by the ligatures of the joirts, the body
appeared to have been buried double. This acci-
dent immediately became the subject of general cu-
riosity and inquiry. Some hints had been formerly
thrown out by Aram’s wife, that- Clark was mur-
dered 3 and it was well remembered, that his - dis-
appearance was very sudden. This occasioned
Aram’s wife to be'sent for, as was also the Coroner,,_
and an inquisition was entered into ; it being be-
lieved, that the skcleton- found was that of Daniel
Clark. Mrs. Aram declared, that she believed
Clark had been murdered by her husband -and
Richard Houseman. The latter, when he was
brought before the Coroner, -appeared to be in great
confusion, trembling, changing colour, and faulter-
ing in his speech during the examination.. The -
Coroner desired him to take up one of the bones,
probably toobserve what further effect that might -
H . C. produce 3
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produce ; and Houseman, accordingly takin
one of the bones, said, ¢ This is no more D:
Clark’s bone than it is mine.”” These words w
pronounced in such a manner as coavinced th
Ppresent, that they proceeded not from Housema
supposition that Clark was alive, but feom his ¢
tain knowledge where his bones really lay.  Accc
ingly, after some evasions, he said that Clark 1
murdered by Eugene Aram, and that the body '
. buried in St. Robert’s cave, near Knaresborou;
He added further, that Clark’s head lay to the rig
m the turn, at the entrance of the cave; and as
leton was accordingly found there exactly in thej
ture he described. In consequence of thisc Al
was apprehended at Lynn, in Norfolk, being at
time usher of a school there.  He was brought f
thence to York castle, and on the 3d of Aug
3759, was tried at the county assizes for the mur
He was found guilty on the testimony of Ricl
Houseman, who, being arraigned, and acquit
became an evidence aiainst Aram, whose testim
was corroborated by that of Aram’s wife, and o
circumstantial evidence. The fact seems to |
been, that Houseman and Aram together murd
Clark, and jointly dragged his body into thec
where it was found in the posture described
Houseman. It was supposed that Aram got al
money Clark bad received for his wife’s fort
_ amounting to above 160l. The defence whic
read in Court on this occasion, which is exceedi
curious, and at once an evidence of his taste
erudition, though not of bis innacence, i

follows:
¢ My Lord, R

¢ I know not whether it is of right, or thr
some indulgence of your lordship, that I an
. B . l
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lowed the liberty at this Bar, and at this time, to at-
tempt a defence ; incapable, and uninstructed, as I
am to speak. Since, while I see so many eyes upon
. me, so0 numerous and awful 2 concourse, fixed with
attention, and filled with ¥ know not what expec-
tancy, I labour not with guilt, my lord, but with
gerplexity. For having never seen a court but this,
eing wholly unacquainted with law, the customs of
the bar, and all judiciary proceedings, I fear I shall
be so little capable of speaking with propriety in
this place, that it exceeds my hope,,if Ishall be able

“to speak at all. . I have heard, my lord, the indict-

ment read, wherein I find myself charged with the
highest crime; with an enormity I am altogether
incapable of ; a fact, to the commission of which
there goes far more insensibility of heart, mote pro-
fligacy of morals, than ever fell to my lot. And
nothing possibly could have admitted a presumption
of this nature, but a depravity, not inferior to that
_imputed to me. Howsever, as I stand indicted at
your Jordship’s bar, and have heard what is called
evidence educed in support of such a charge, I
véry humbly solicit your lordship’s patience, and
beg the hearing of this respectable audience, while
3, single and unskilful, destitute of friends, and un-
assisted by counsel, say something, perhaps, like
arguoment, in my defence. I shall consume but lit-
tle of your lordship’s time ; what I have to say will
be short, and this brevity, probably, will be the best
pare of it: however, it is offered with all possible
. segard, and the greatest submission ‘to your lord.

ship’s consideration, and that of this honourable .

court.—First, my lord, the whole tenor of my con-

duct in life contradicts every particular of this-ins -

dictment. Yet I had never said this, did not my

prescm’ circumstances extort it from me, and seem

Ccz2 _to
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to make it necessary. Permit me here, my Totd, te
call upon malignity itself, so longand cruelly busied
in this prosccution, to charge upon me any immora-
lity, of which prejudice was not the author. No,
my lord, I concerted nu schemesof fraud, projected
no violerce, injured no man’s person or propery.
My days were houestly laberious, my nights intense-
ly,studious. _And, I humbly conceive, my notice
of this, especially at this time, will not be thovght
impertinent, or unseasonable ; but, at least, desciv-
ing some attention : because, my lord, that any pere
son, after a temperate use of life, a series of thinking
and acting regularly, and without one single:devia-
tion from sobriety, should plunge into the v:z
depth of profligacy, precipitately and at once, is
together improbable and nuprecedented, and abso-
dutely inconsistent with the course of things Maa-
kind is never corrupted at once; villainy is always
progressive, and declines from right, step after step,
1ill every regard of probity is lost, and ever sense of
all moral obligation totally perishes. Again, my
lord, a suspicion ‘of this kind, which nothing but
aalevolence could entertain, and ignorance props-
Eate, is violently opposed by my very situation at
that time, with respect to heglth: for, but a little |
space before, I had been confined to my bed, and
suffered under a very long and severs disorder, and
was not able, for half a year together, so much as te
walk. The distemper Icff me indeedy yet slowly
and in part; but so macerated, so enfeebled, that 1
was reduced to crutches; and was so tar from being
well about the time I am charged with this fact, that
I never to this day perfectly recovered. -Could then
.a person in this condition take any thing into his
head so unlikely, so extravagant? I, past .the wi-
gour of my agey feeble and valetudinary, with ne
: induce-
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inducement to engage, no ability to accomplish, no
weapon wherewith to perpetrate such a fact; with-
out interest, without power, withont motive, with-
out'means. Besides, it must needs occur to every
one, that an action of this atrocious nature is never
heard of, but, when its springs are laid open, it
appears that it was to support some imdolence, or
supply some luxury, to satisfy some avarice, or
oblige some malice; to prevent some real, or some
Fmaginary want : yet I lay not under the influence
of any one of these. Surely, my lord, I may, con-’
sistent with both. truth and modesty, affirm thus
much; and none, who have any veracity, and knew-
me, will everquestion this.. Im the second place,’
the disappearance of Clark is suggested as an argun-
ment of his being dead : but the uncertainty of such’

“an inference from that, and the fallibility of all con--.
clusions of such a sort from such a circumstance, are
too obvious, and too notorious, to require instancess’

. yet, superceding many, permit mé to preduce a’
very recent one, and that afforded by this castle.:
In Jure, 1757, William Thompson, for all the vigi-- -

Jance of this place, in open day-light, and double.:
ironed, made his escape; and, notwishstanding an’
immediate inquiry set on foot, the strictdst search™
and all advertisement, was never seen or- heard of
since.” If then Thompson got off unscen, through!
all these difficulties, how very easy was it for Clark;:
when none of them opposed him ? But what would’
“be thought of a prosecution commenced-against any’
one seen Jast with Thompson ? Permit me next, my’
lord, to observe a little upon the bones which have
been discovered. It is said, which perhaps is say-*
ing very far, that these are the skeleton of a man.
It is possible indeed it may: but is there any cer-
tain known criterion, which incontestably distin— .

. . . €3 : guishes
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- guishes: the sex in human bones ? Let it. be. comi
dered, my lord, whethey the ascertaining of this
point ought not to precede any attempt to identify
them. The place of their depositum too_claims
much more attention than is commonly bestowed
wpon it : for, of all places in the world, none could
have mentioned any one, wherein there was greater
certainty of finding human bones, than a hermitage;
except he should point out a church-ygrd : hermit-
ages, in time past, being not only places of religious
“retirement, but of burial too. And it has scarce or
never been heard of, but that eyery cell, now known,
contains, or contained, these relics of humanity ;
some mutilated, and some intire. I do not inform,
but give meleave to remind your lordship, that here
sat solitary sanctity, and here the hermit, or the an-
choress, hoped that repose for their bones, when
dead, they here enjoyed when living. All this
while, my lord, I am sensible this is known to your
Jordship, and many in this court, better than I,
. But it seems necessary to my case, that others, who
have not at all, perhaps, adverted to things of this
nature, and inay have cancern in my trial, should bg
made acquainted with it. Suffer me then, my lord,
to produce a few of many evidences, that these cells
were used as repositories of the dead, and to enu-
merate a few, in which human bones have been.
found, as it bappened in this in question § legt, tq
some, that accident might seem extraordinary, and
gonsequently, occasion prejudice.—1. The bones, ag
was supposed, of the Saxon, St. Dubritius, were dis-
covered buried in his cell at Guy’s cliff, near Wars
wick, as appears from the authority of Sir Wiilliam -
‘Dugdale. 2. The bones, thought to be those of
the anchoress Rosia, were but lately discovered in a
s¢ll at Royston, iptire, fair, and undecayed, thongh
: R “they
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must’ havé lain interred for sevéral centuries,
proved by Dr. Stukely. . 3. Butourown coun-
nay, almost this neighbourhood,. supplies an-
instance : for, in Januvary 1747, were found by
Stovin, accompanied by a reverend gentleman,
ones, in past, of some recluse, in the-cell at
10lm, near Hatfield. They were believed to
hose of William of Lindholm, a hermit, who
ong made this cave his habitation. 4. In Fe-
'y 1744, part of Wooburn abbey being pulled
,» a large portion of a corpse appeared, even
the flesh on, and which bore cutting with a
; though it ig certain this had lain above two
red years, and how much longer is doubtful;
his abbey was founded in 1145, and dissolved
38 or 9. What would have been said, what
ed, “9 this had been an accident to the bones.
estion 2 Further, my lord, it is not yet out of
: memory, that at a little distance from Knares-
igh, in a field, part of the manor of the'wor-
nd patriot Baronet, who does that borough the
Ir to representit in Parliament, were found, in
ng fur gravel, not one human skeleton only,
ve or six, deposited side by side, with each an
laced at his head, as your losdship knows was
in ancient interments. About the same. time, -
1 another field, almost close.to this borough,
liscoyered ajso, in searching for gravel, an-
human skejeton ; but the piety of the same
y gentleman ordered both. the pitsito be filled
rain, commendably unwilling to disturb the
Is the inyention of these bones forgotten,
or industrionsly congealed, that the discovery
se in question may appear the mere singular
ctraordinary ? Whereas, in fact, there is no-
extraordinary in it. My lopd, almost e;ery
’ place
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lace conceals such remains. = In fields, in hilk, @
:igh-way sides, in commons, lie frequent and unss-
pected bones.. And our present allotmerts for ret
for the departed .are but of some centuries. As-
other particular scems not to claim a little of your
lordship’s notice, and that of the gentlemen of the
jury s which is, that perhaps no'example occurs of
gnore than one skeleten being found in one cell;
and in the cell in question was found but one;
agreeable, in this, to the peculiarity of every ether
known cell in Britain. Not the invention' of orie
skeleton, then, but of two, would have appeared
suspicious and uncommon. But then, my lord, te
attempt to identify these, when even to identify liv-
ing men sometimes has proved so difficult, as m the
case of Perkin Warbuck and Lambert Symnel at
home, and of Don Sebastian ahsoad, will be looked
upon perhaps as an-attempt to determine what is is-
determinable. And I hope too it will not pass ve-
considered here, where gentlemen believe with cau-
tion, think with ieason, and decide with humanity,
what interest the endeavour to do. this is calculated
to serve, in assigning proper personality to thos
bones, whose patticular appropriation can only ap-
pear to eternal Omniscience. Permit me, my lord,
also very humbly to remonstrate, that, as humaa
bones appear to have been the inseparable adjunces
of every cell, even any person’s naming such a place
at random as containing them, in this case, shews
him rather unfortunate than'conscious prescient,-and
that these attendants on every hermitage only -acci-
dentally concurred with this conjecture, - A mere
casual coincidence of words and things. Baut it
seems another skeleton has been di:cavered by some
labourer, which was full as confidently averred to
be Clark’s as this, My lord, must some of the liv-

. g,

|
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ng, if it promotes some interest, be made answer-
ble for all the bones that earth has concealed, and
hance exposed ? And might not 3 place where
ones lay. be mentioned by a person by ehance, as
rell as found by a labourer by ehance? Oris it
nore cyiminal accidentally to name where bones lie,
han accidentally to find where they lie ? Here too
s a human skull produced, which is fractured;
put was this the cause, or was it the comsequenee of
dearh 5 was it owing to violence, or wag it the effect
ot matural decay ? If it was violence, was that vio-
lence before or after death? My lord, in May 1732,
the remains of William, lord archbishop of this pro-
rince, were taken up, by permission, in this cathe-
dsal, and the bones of the skull were found broken ;
yet certainly he died by no violence offered to him
alive, that could ogcasion that fractuie there. Let
it be considered, my lord,.that, vpen the dissolu-
tion of religious houses, and the commencement of
the refosmation, the ravages of those times both af-
fected the living and the dead. In searchafter imas
ginary treasures, coffins were broken up, gravesand
vavlts dug open, monuments ransacked, and, shrines
demolished ; your lordship Knows that these viola.
tions procecded %0 far, as to.oecasion parliamentary .
authority - to restrain them; and it did, about the -

beginning of the reign of Queen Elizabeth. I en-
treat your Jordship suffer not the violences, the de-
predations, and the iniquities of those times to he
iinPuled to this, Morcoves, what gentleman here
# ignorant that Knaresborough had a castle ; which,,
though now a ruin, was once eonsiderable both for
its strength and garrison. -All know it was vigo-
sously besieged by the arms of the parliament ; at
which’ siege, in sallies, conflicts, flights, pur-uits,
many fell in all the places round it; and wheye N;n_el
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fell were buried ; for every place, my lord, i burial
carth in war ; and many, questionless, ot theseret
yet unknown, whose bones tuturity shall discover.
I hope, with all imaginable submissian, that what
has been said will not be thought impertinent tothis
" indictinent ; and that it will be far from the wis-
dom, the learning, and the integrity of this place, to
impute to the living what zeal in its fury may have
done ; what nature may have taken off, and piety
interred ; or what war aloue may have destroyed,
alone deposited.  As to the circumstances that have
been raked together, I bave nothing to observe, hut
that all circumstances whatsoever are precarious, and
have begn but too_frequently found lamentably fal-
Jible ; even the strongest haye faled. They may
rise to the utmost degree of probability; yetare
they but Erobability still. ‘Woy need I name to
ﬁmr lordship the two Harrisons recorded in Dr.
owe), who both suffered upon circymstances, bhe-
gause of the sudden disappearance of their lodger
who was in credit, had contracted debts, borrawed
money, and went off unseen, 3nd returned again s
great many years after their execution? Why name
the intricate affair of Jacques du Moulin, undet
King Charles IL. related by a gentdeman who was
coumsel for the crown? And why the unhappy
Coleman, who suffered innocently, though convicted
upon positive evidence, and whose children perished
for want, because the world yncharitably ‘believed
the father guilty? Why mention the perjury of
.Smith, incautiously admitted king’sevidence ; who,
to screen himself, equally accused Faircloth and
Loveday of the murder of Dunn; the first of whom,
in 1749, was ‘executed at Winchester ; and Love-
g:y was about to suffer at Reading, had not Smith
“hepn proved perjured, to the satisfaction of the
court,
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court, by the surgeon of the Gosport hospital # .
Now, my lord, having endeavoured to shew that the
whole of this process isaltogether repugnant to every
part of my lite; that it is inconsistent with my con-
dition of health about that time; that no rational
inference can be drawn, that a person is dedd who
suddenly disappears; that hermitages were the con-
stant repositories of the bones of the recluse; that
the proofs of thisare well authenticated ; that the
revolutions in religion, or the fortune of war, have
maifgled, or buried, the dead ; the conclusion re-’
mains, perhaps, no less reasdnably than impatiently
wished for. I, last, after a year’s confinement,
equal to either fortune, put myself upon the can-
dour, the justice, and the humanity of your lordship,
and upon yours, my countrymen, gentlemen of the
ory:™ D
- rly&ftrr his conviction, he confessed the justice of
his sentence to two clergymen, who were directed
to attend him in York castle, to whom he acknow-
ledged that he murdered Clark. Being asked by
one of them, what was his motive for committin,
that action, he answered, that ¢ he suspected Clani
of having an unlawful commerce with hiswife ; that -
he was persuaded at the time when he committed
the murder, he did right ; but that since he thought
it wrong.”” In hopes of eluding the course of jus- .
tice, be made an attempt upon his own life, by cut-
ting his arm in two places with- a razor, which he-
bad concealed for that purpose. On a table, in his -
eell, was found the following paper, containing his
yeasons for the above attempt :~*¢ What am I bet-
ter than my-fathers? To die is natural and neces-
sary. Perfectly sensible of this, I fear no more to .
die than I did to be born. But the manner of it is
something which should, in my opinion, be decenj
: 3 an



and manly. I think I have regarded both thee
points.  Certainly nobody has a better right to dis-
poseof 2 man’s life than himself: and he, not others,
should determine how. As for-any indignities of-
fered to my hody, or silly reflections on my faith
and morals, they are (as they always were) things
indifferent to me. I think, though contrary to the
common way of thinking, I wrong no maa by this,
and hope it 1s not offensive to that eternal Being that
formed me and the world: and, as by this I injure no
man, noman can be reasonably offended. I sulicit-
ously recommend myself to the eternal and almighty -
Being, the God ot nature, if I have donc amiss.
But perkaps I have not ; and I hope this thing will
never be imputed to me. Though I am now stain-
ed by malevoleace, and suffer by prejudice, I hope
to rise fair and unblemished. My life was not pol-
luted, mry morals irreproachable, and my opinions
orthodox. I slept sound till three o’clock, awaked,
and then writ these lines:

Come, pleasing rest, éternal slumbers fall,

Scal mine, that once must seal the eyes of all ;
Calm and compased my soul her journey takes,
No guilt that troubles, and no heart that aches;
Adica! thou sun, all bright like her ajise,

Adicu! fair friends, and all that’s good and wise."

These lines, found with the foregoing, were sups -
posed to have been written by Aram just before he
cut himselt with the razor. By proper applications
he was brought to himself, and, though weak, was
conducted to the place of execution ; where, being
asked if he had any thing to say, he replied in the
negative, He was immediately after executed, Aue
gust 16, 1759, and his body being conveyed to

. Knajgse
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Knaresborough forest, he was there hung in chains,
pursugnt to his sentence.

- ARNOLD, QUILT. See WiLp, J. and
DickEenson, E. »

- ATHOE, THOMAS, Sen. ATHOE, THO-
MAS, Jun. (MUurRDERERS.) ‘The elder Athoe
was 2 native of Carew in Pembrokeshire, where he
1ented above a hundred pounds perannum, and had
lived -in such a respectable way, that in the year
31721, he was chosen mayor of Tenby, and his son
a bailiff of the same corporation; theugh they did
not live in this place, but at Mannerbeer, two miles
distant from it. George Merchant, (of whose mur-
der they were convicted) and his brother Thomas,
were nephews, by the. mother’s side, to the elder
Athoe, their father having married his sister. On
the 23d of November, 1722, a fair was held at Ten-
by, where.the Athoes went to sell cattle, and there
wet with George Merchant and his brother Thomas. .
A quarrel arose between the younger Athoe and
George Merchant,, on an .old grudge respecting
their right to part of an estate; when a battle en-
sued, in which George had the adyantage, and beat
young Athoe. The elder Athoe taking the advice
of an attorney on what had passed, would have per
suaded him to bring an action; to which he replieds
¢ No, no, we won't take the law, but welll pay
them in their own coin.”> Late in the evening, after .
the fair was ended, the Merchants left the town;
but the Athoes gaing to the inn, enquired of
the ostler which way they went. He gave them
‘the best information in his power, on which they
immediately mounted and foliowed them. The
brothers stopped on the road, at a place called Hol-
loway’s Water, to let ‘their horses drink. In the
wean time they heard the foetsteps of other horses

». behind

.
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behind them, and turning about, saw two mefi nid-
ing at a small distance. It was too dark for them
to know the parties, but they presently heard the
voice of old Athoe. Knowing that he had swormn
revenge,.and dreading the consequence that would
probably ensue, they endeavoured to conceal them- -
selves behind a bridge, but they were discovered by
the splashing their horses fcet made in the water.
The Athoes riding up with large sticks, the youn-
ger said to George Merchant, ¢ I owe thee a pass
and now thou shalt have it;" and immediately
knocked him off his horse. In the interim old
Athoe attacked Thomas Merchant. and beat him
likewise from his horse, calling out at the same time,
¢ Kill the dogs! kill the dogs!™ The brothers
begged hard for their lives; but they pleaded to
those who had no idea of pity. The elder Athoe
seized Thomas Merchant in the tenderest part, and
squeezed him in so violent a manner, that human
nature could not long have sustained the pain;
while the younger“Athde treated George Merchant
in a similar way, and carried his revenge to such 2
length, that it is not possible to relate the horrid
deed with decency. When he had compleated his
- execrable purpose, he called out to his father, say-
ing, ¢ Now I have done George Merchant’s busi-
ness.” - A great effusion of blood was the conse-
quence of this barbarity ; but his savage rev:ng!
was not yet glutted ; seizing G. Merchant by the
nose with his teeth, he bit it off, and then strangled
him, by tying a handkerchief tight round his neck.
This done, the murderers quitted the spot; but some
persons coming by, took the Merchants to an’adja-
cent house, and sent for a surgeon, who dressed -the
wounds of Thomas, but found that George was
dead: the surgeon declared that the blows he 1;:
s - cev
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reived were sufficient to have killed six or seven
men; for he had two bruises on his breast, three
large ones on his head, and twenty-two on his
- back. The elder Athoe was taken into custody on
the following day, but the son had fled to Ireland ;
however, those who had been concerned in favour-
ing his escape, were glad to Use their endeavours tq
get him bagck again. The murder was committed
_an Pembrokeshire, but the prisoners were removed
by a writ of Habeas Corpus to Hereford, and on
‘the 19th of March, 1723, they were indicted for the
murder. On the trial, the principal evidence
against them was the surviving brother, who was
even then so weak as to be indulged to sit down
while he gave his evidence: but the jury, though
satisfied of the commission of the murder, enter-
tained a doubt whether the prisoners could be le-
gally tried in any county but that in which the
crime was committed ; on which they brought in a
special verdict ; whereupon the case was referred to

’

‘the determination of the twelve judges; and the .

prisoners being hrought up to Léndon, were eom-
‘mitted to the King’s Bench prison, where they re-
ained till the 22d of June, 1723, and were then
taken to the court of King’s Bench in Westmins-
- ter-hall; when a motion being made by counsel in

arrest of judgment, the court directed that an act of

‘the 33d of Henry VIIIL. should be read, in which
is a clause, ordaining that ¢¢ All murders and rob-
‘beries committed in, on, or about the borders of
‘Wales, shall be triable in any county in England,
where the criminal shal] be taken; and that the
gourt of King’s Bench shall have power to remove
‘by writ of Habeas Corpus, any prisoner confined in
"Wales, to the next county in England to be tried.”
In consequence hereof, the court procecded to give

ook - b2 - judg-



er execuaon ey were visiiea py ivar. uycnc, we
chaplain of the prison, and by several other divines,
They continued to flatter themselves with the hope -
of life, till the warrant came down for their execu-
tion ; and endcavoured to extenuate their crime by
a variety of frivolous pretences respecting disputes
between them and the deceased. ,On the 28th of
June they received the sacrament with great devo-
tion, and did the same agajn on the mornipg of their
exccution. Their behaviour at the place of death
is thus recorded by the minister who attended them.
¢ On Friday the s5th of July, 1723, about eleven
o’clock in the morning, thcy were conveyed in a
«cart to the place of execution. When they came to
the fatal tree they behaved themselves.in a very de-
«<ent manner, embracing each other with the utmost
tenderness and affection ; and indeed the son’s hid-
ing his face, bedewed with tears, in his father’s bo-
soin, was, notwithstanding the barbarous action they
had committed, a very moving spectacle. They
-begged of all good prople to take warning by their
ignominious death ; and were turned qﬁg, crying,
-Lord have mercy upon us! Christ have mercy upon
us! The bodies were brought from the place of ex-
‘ecation in_two hearses, to the Falcon inn, in South-
wark, in orderto be buried in St. George’s church-
yard.” They suffered- at a place called St. Tho-
mas's Watering, a little beyond Kent:street in
Surry, the father being fifty eight years old, and
the son within one day of twenty-four, at the time
of their deaths. . .
AVERSHAW, LEWIS JEREMIAH, (MUR-
‘'DERER,) a most depraved character, wha had long
been the pest of sogicty, and whose unparalleled au-
: ) o dacity
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tcity did not terminate but with his lift.  On July
3, 1798, he was tried before Mr. Baron Perryn, at
roydon. He was convicted on two indictments.:
1e for having, at the Three Brewers, public-house,
>uthwark, feloniously shot at and murdered Do
rice, an officer belonging to-the Police-office, held -
t Union-hall, in the Borough. -Fhe other for hav-"
1g, at the same time and place, fired a pistol at
ternard T'urner, another officer attached to the office. -
t Union-hall, with an intent to murder him. Mr,
rarrow, the leading ‘counsel for the prosecution,,
pened his case to the court and jury, by stating,
1t the prisoner at the bar, being a pérson of ilk
ime, had beén-suspected of having perpetrated a*
umber of felonies. The magistrates of the Police- -
fiice in the Botough of Southwark, having reteived:
iformation against the prisoner, sent, as was their-
uty, ‘an’ order for his apprehension. To execute ’
1e warrant, the deceased Price,"3nd another. officer, -
ent to the Three Brewers, a public-house, where :
tey understood he then was drinking, in company -
ith some other persons. ' At the entranee of a par:
ur in the house, the prisoner appeared in a posture.
7 intending to resist. Helding a Joaded pistol in.
ich of his hands, he, with threats and imprecations,
ssired the officers to stand off, as he would other= -
ise fire at them. The officers, without dbeing in- -
midated by those menaces, attempted’ to rush in.
id seize him, on which the prisoner discharged boths:
1e pistols at the :ame instant of time, lodging the:
mtents of one in the body of David Price, and-with- .
1e other wounded Furner very severely.in the bead. ’
rice, ‘after languishing a few ‘hours, died of thg:
ound. Mr. Gatrow was véry.pathetic -and-ani-"
ated in his description of the-several circomstances *
ympositig the shocking act of barbagity. To prove:
= D3 .
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it, he would .¢all four witnesses, whose evidence, he
said, would be but too clear to establish the pri-
soner’s guilt. The jury would be enabled to judge
from the facts to be submitted to them, and would .
undoubtedly decide on the issie joined between the
crown and the prisoner at the bar. ‘The learned
counsel accordingly called Turmer, the Jandlord of
the house, a surgeon, aud a fourth witness; but as
the substance of their eyidence is comprised in Mr.
G’s opening of the indictment, it. would be super-
fluous to repeat it. ‘Turner said positively, he saw
the prisoner discharge the pistols, from one of which
he himself received his wound, and the contents.of
the other were lodged in the body of Price, who died
very shortly after. The su proved that the
death was in consequence. of the wound. Mr
Knowles and Mr. Best were counsel for the prisoner,
but the weight of evidence against him was too strong
to be combated by any exertions. Mr. Baron Per-
tyn summed up the evidence, on every cssential
part of which his lordship made several apposite,
pointed, and accurate observations. The counsel
for the prisaner, he remarked to the jury, had pria-
cipally rested his defence on the cjrcumstance of se.
veral other persons being present when the pistols
~were dischaiged, by some of which they comtended
the death wound might possibly have been inflicted.
But, with respect to that part of the trangaction, it
wounld be proper for the jury to observe, that the
witness, Turner, had sworn positively to his having
seen .the prisoner in the act of discharging the con-
tents of the pistol. The jury, after a consultation
of about three minutes, pronounced the verdict of—
guilty. : Through-a flaw in the indictment for the.
murder, an qbjection was taken by counsel. ‘This
was argued peagly. two hours, when Mr, Baron Per-
. o ya
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ryn intimating a wish to take the ‘opinipn of the
twelve judges of England, the counsel for the pro-
secation, waving the point for the present, insisted
on the prisoner’s being tried on the second indict. -
ment, for feloniously shooting at Barnaby Windsor,
which the learned- counsel said, would occupy na.
" great portion of time, as it could be sufficiently sup-
“ported by the testimopy of a single witness. He
was accordingly tried and found guilty on a second

capital indictment. “The prisoner, who, contrar
to general expectation, had in a great measure hi-
therto refrained from his uspal audacity, began with
unparalleled insolence of expression and gesture, ta.
ask his lordship if he ‘¢ was to be murdered by the
evidence of one witness?'? seyeral timgs repeating
the question, till the jury returned him—guilty.
When Mr. Baron Perryn put on the judicial cap,
the prisoner, unconscious, and regardless of his dread-
ful situation, at the same time put on his hat, ob-,
serving the judge with coptemptuous looks while be
was passing the sentence.  'When the constables were
femoving him from the dock to a coach, he conti-
nued to vent torrents of abuse against the judge and
jury, whom he charged with, as he stiled it, his mur-
der. As bis desperate disposition was well known,
he was, to prevent resistance, hand-cuffed, and his
thighs and arms also bound strongly together, in
which situation ‘he was conveyed back to prison.
Sq callous was this ruffian to every degree of feeling,.
that on his way to be tried, as he was passing near
the usual place of execution on KenningtonCommon,
he put his head out of the coach window, and, with
all the sang froid imaginable, asked some of those
who guarded him, if they did not think he would be
tavisted on that pretty spot by Saturday ? After re-
ceiving seatgnce of death, be was conducteg back to
: prisqn,
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prison, where, having got some ‘black cherries, he’
amused himself with painting on the white walls of
the room in which he was confined, various sketches
of robberies which he had committed ; one repre-
senting him running up to the horses’ heads of a post--
c¢haise, presenting a pistol at the driver, -and the
words, ¢ D—n your eyes stop,”’, issuing out of his
mouth; another where he was firing into the chaiwe;
a third, where the parties had quitted the carriage,
and several others, in which he was described in the
act of taking the money from the passengers, being
fired at, where his companion was shot dead, &c.—
At the place of execution he appeared entirely un-
¢pncerned, had a flower in his mouth, his bosom was
thrown open, and he kept up an incessant conver- |
sation with the persons who rode beside the eart;
frequently laughing and nodding to others of his
acquaintance whom he percvived in the crowd, which.
was immense. He suffered Aug. 3, 1795, at Ken-
nington Common, with John Little, who having had
an employment at the laboratory of the palaceat
Kew, became acquainted with Mr. Macevoy and".
Mrs. King, persons of very advanced years, and’
who had been many years resident at Kew. Sup-.
posing they had some propeity at home, he watched-
an opportunity and murderéd them both, :
AYLIFFE, JOHN, (FORGERY,) was the son of
an upper servant with Gerrard Smith, esq.” a gen-
tleman of large fortune near Tockenham in Wilt--
shire. After young Ayliffe had been instructed-in.
the first radiments of learning, he was sent to
the ceiebrated academy at Harrow' on the Hill,
where he became a good proficient in Eatin and-
Greek. On his quitting the academy, he acted in,
the capacity-of usher to a boarding-school at Line-
ham iv Wiltshire, where, unknown to her pagents,
N : he
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he married the ddughter of a clergyman, who had 2
fortune of sool. On receipt of this money, he bes
.came so extravagant, that he spent the whole in the
course of two years; when, being in circumstances
of distress, a widow lady, named Horner, took him
into her service as house-steward. - In a short time
he was appointed land-steward to another lady, who
recommended him ag a man of abilities to the Hon.
Mr. Fox, (afterwards Lord Holland) who gave him
the place of one of the commissaries of mustersin
the war-office, by which he acquited the right of
adding the title of esquire tohis name, The profits
of Ayliffe’s new office were so considerable that he
was induced to purchase an elegant house in Dor-
setshire, which he furnished in a stile far too expen-
' sive for hisrink of life. In other instances, he gave
roofs of a stiange extravagance of disposition; for
he ran in debt with a number of people, though his
income was sufficient to have satisfied the wishes of
.any reasonable man. At length, when his creditors
became urgent, he had recourse, for a present sup-
ply, to some irregular, and very dangerous, practices;
amongst others, he forged a presentation to the va-
luable rectory of Brinkworth in Wiltshire, which he
“sold to a young clergyman- for a considerable sum.
This living being in Mr. Fox’s gift, he forged his
hand-writing, and. that of two subscribing witnesses,
with admirable dexterity ; but, soon after his affairs
becoming desperate, a discovery was made of the
fraud. Hereupon the clergyman took to his bed,
and literally died in consequence of that oppression
.of spirits which is commonly called a broken-heart;
for the purchase of the presentation had ruined hig
citcumstances.  After his death, the following short
note was found in his drawer,, directed to ¢ John
- Ayliffe SATAN, esq. ' ;

[y
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¢¢ Sir,=I am surprised you can writé to me
you have robbed and most barbarously mu
e, Oh Brinkworth !**

Ayliffe being arrested for debts to the amo
eleven hundred pounds, took refuge in the
prison, where he forged a deed o(’se gift fron
Horner for four hundred and twenty pounds a
and three thousand pounds in money. On thi
he raised considerable sums, by a series of a
and management that is almost without exa
‘For this forgery he was brought to trial at the
Bailey, and capitally convicted ; but, in the
val, he was continually representing Mr. Fox :
‘concealed author of his ruin, to prevent his m:
discovery of some irregular transactions whi
alledged were carried on at the war-office. H
continued to charge his benefactor with unjusti
{roccedings, in the very monient that he was

iting his interest to save his life ; for, after co
tion, he wrote him the following letter

¢¢ Honoured Sir,—The faults I have been 8
‘of, shock my very soul, and particularly thost
wards you; for which I heartily ask pardon bo
‘God and you. The séutence pronounced upo
£ils me with horror, such as wasnever felt by mc
What can I'say? O my good God! that I ¢
think of any thing-to induce you to have mercy
e ; or to prevail upon you, good sir, to inter
for my life, I would do any thing, either at h
orabroad. For God's sake, good sir, have com

_sion on your unhappy and usfortunate servanr,
R Jonn AvvrLiFFe.
« It is also said, that Mr. Fox supported this
during the whole time of his confinement in N

oo . g
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fte, allowing every thing that his unhappy situation
could require. He was in the utmost agonies dur-
ing the greater part of the night previous to his exes
cution; but slept about two hours towards the ap-
{roach of .morning. His agitation of mind had

rought on a fever, which producing an intolerable
thirgt, he endeavoured to allay it by drinking large
and repeated draughts of water. On his way to the
Place of execution these emotions seemed to have
subsided; and at the fatal tree he behaved with de-
cency and composure. Some persons present called
out ¢¢ 3 reprieve’!™ but he paid no-regard to what
was said; and his hopes, respecting this life, ap-
peared now to have vanished. He sufferedat Tyburn
on the 7th of Nov. 1759. His body was put into 2
hearse, and conveyed into Hertfordshire for inter~
ment, agreeable to his own request. After his exe-
cution a very extraordinary pamphlet was published,
called ¢ The Case of John Ayliffe, esq.”” which
contained a great variety of original papers, and
was thought, we know not with what justice, to bear
very hiard on the character of the late Lord Holland.
Itwas bought up by his lordship’s friends and agents.

- B.

BAKER, WILLIAM, (FORGERY,) was born
in Cannon, where his father kept a baker's shop,
and received  his education at Merchant Taylor’s
School. At a proper age he was apprenticed to a
grocer in a considerable way, and behaved with so
much diligence and fidelity, that soon’after the time
of his apprenticeship had expired, his maser ad-
mitted him an equal partner in trade. Having

carried on the grocery for about seven years, he
.- v . ydeclined
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declined that business, and connected himself m part-
nership with Mr. Carter, a sugar-baker; and by
this new undertaking flattered himself .in the ex-
pectation of speedily acquiring a fortune. ~About
the period of his commencing sugar-baker he mar-
ried one of his cousins, who was the daughter of 2
" clergyman in Northamptonshire; and with her re-
ceived a handsome fortune. For several years he
fulfilled all his engagements with the greatest punc-
tuality, and was supposed to be possessed of consi-
derable property. He attended the sales of the East-
India company’s goods, frequently purchased very
- large quantitics of teas, and had extensive dealin
in other articles. He often sustained considerable’
loss by the sale of his goods ; and his circumstances,
at length, became so embarrassed, that he was under
;ppreicnsion that a commission of bankruptcy would
issue against him. He flattered himself, however,
that, itg he could support his credit for'a short time,
matters would take a more favourable turn, and his
circumstances be retrieved. His anxicty to avoida
bankruptcy, induced him to forge an East-India
warrant for goods to the amount of nine hundred
and twenty-two pounds. But it much be remarked,
that the forgery was not committed with any inten-
tion to defraud, but merely to raise asupply for pre-
sent exigencies.  He was in expectation of specdy
remittances, on the receipt of which he] intended to
.take up the counterfeit warrant. Having passed it
into the hands of Mr. Holland, who sent it to the
India-house, where the forgery wasdetected, he wa
in consequence apprehended. Being put on his trial
at the Old-Bailey, several gentlemen of reputatior
peared in his behalf, and spoke to his characte!
in the most favourable terms: but both the forger}
and the pttering the coungprieit warrant having bee:
) prover
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proved against him by indisputable testimony, and
strongly corroborating circumstances, he of course
was condemned to suffer death. His- behaviour,
while under séntence of death, was perfectly con-
sistent with his unfortunate situation. Being vone
veyed to Tyburn in a mourning coach, he appeared
to be in a composed state of mind, and entirely re-
signed to his fate. He suffercd Dec. 31, 1750.
BAKER, ——. See UpaLL, WM. .
BALFOUR, ALEX. (MURDERER,) was born
in the year 1687, at the seat of his father, Lord

Burleigh, near Kinross. He was first sent for eJu- -

cation to a village called Orwell, near’the place of
his birth, and thence to the University of St. An-
drews, where he pursued his studies with a diligence
and sucgess that greatly distinguished him. His fa-
ther, Lord Burleigh had intended to kave sent him
into the army in Flanders, under the command of
the Duke of K’[arlborough, in which he had rational
" expectation of his tising to preferment, as he was re-
lated to the Duke of Argyle and the Earl of Stair,
who were majors general in the army; but this
scheme unhappily did not take place. M. Balfour,
going to his father’s house during the vacation at
the university, became enamoured of Miss Anne
Robertson, who officiated as teacher to his sisters.
This young lady was possessed of considerable ta-
lents, improved by a fine education: but Lord Bur-
leigh being apprized of the connection between her
and his son, she was discharged, and the young gen-
tleman sent to make the tour of France and Italy.
Before he went abroad, he sent the young lady a
letter, informing her, that, if she married before his
returii, he would murder her husband. Notwith=
standing this threat, which she might presume had

its origin in ungovernable passign, she mawsied Mr.

. YOL. I, b Syme,
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Syme, 2 schoolmaster, at Innerkeithing, in the conn-
ty of Fife. When Balfour returned from his travels,
his first business was to enquire for Miss Robertson ;
and learning that she was married, he proceeded im-
mediately to Innerkeithing, whew be saw Mrs. Syme
sitting at her window, nuring the first ehild of her
sharriage. Recollecting his former threatenings, she
now screamed with terror, and ealled te her husband
to consult his safety. Mr. Syme, unconscious of
_offence, paid no regard to what she said: but, in
the interim, Balfour entered the -schieol-room, and
finding the husband, shot him through the heart.
The confusion consequent on thik scene favoured hiy
escape: but he wis taken into eu » within a few
dl-:?" at a public-house, in a-village four miles frony
inburgh; and, being brought to trialy was sen-
tenced to ‘die, but ordered to be beheaded by the
maiden, §a machine resembling the gaillotine of
France,) in respeet: to the nobility of his family.
He wras to have suffered en Menday the 7th of Mayy
3708, and the scaffold was actually erected for the
purpose ; but, on the preeeding day, his sister went
to visit him, and being very much like him in face
and stature, they changed clothes, and he made bis
escape from the prison. His friends having pro-
vided horees for him, and a servant, at the %Vea
gate of Edinburgh, they rode to a distant village,
where he changed his clothes again, and afterwards
left-the kingdom. Lord Burleigh, the father, died
in the reign of Queen Anne ; but had first obtained
2 pardon for his son, who succeeded to the family
title and honours, and who lived forty-four years
after his escape having died, in 1753, a sincere peni--
tent for the murder he had committed. .
BARRINGTON, GEORGE, (P:CK-POCKET)
whose real mme was Waldron,; - was bom about the
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. «gu 1758, at Maymooth, a village in the county of
ildare, Ireland : his father, Henry Waldron, was

a working silversmith ; and his mother, whose mai-
den name was Naith, was a mantua.maker, and oce
casionally a midwife. His parents, though net af-
fluent, had him instructed in reading and writingat
an carly age; afterwards, through the bounty of a
medical gentleman in the seighbourhood, he was
taught comanon arithmetic, the elements of geagra-
phy, and the English grammar. - When sixteen years
of age he wasneticed and patronized by a dignitary
in the church of Ireland, who placed him at a free
grammar-school, and intended him for the univer-
sity; however; he forfeited this gentleman’s favour
by his ill conduct at school, having, ina quarrel,
stabbed one of his school-fellows with a penknife.
For this vindictive aet he- was well Sogged; in cone
sequence of which he ran away from school, 1773,
having previously found means to steal ten or twelve
inincu from his master, and a gold repeating watch
rom his magter’s sister. Je walked all night till
ke arrived at an obscure inn at Drogheda, where he
happened to meet and become acquainted with a
company of strolling players, whose mamager wag
mmf:n Price, an abandoned character; who, have
ing heen .convitted of a fraud in London, was an
involuatary exile in Ireland, until the expiration of
the term for which he was sentenced to he transs
ported.. He now engaged our fugitive, who, in
consequence, adopted the nameof Barriggton, asone
of his performers, and who, it scems, became the
hero of his company. While performing the cha<
racter of Jaffier, in ¢ Venice Preserved,” he made
A conquest of the tender Belvidera, (Miss Egerton)
and to the credit of Barvington it must be acknows
ledged, that he teok no mean advantage of her pase

B3 S10ily
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siop, but returned it with perfect sineerity. The
company being now reduced by the expenses of tra-
velling, &c. to extseme indigence, Price, the ma-
nager, prevailed upon Barrington to undertake the
profession of a pick-pocket, which business he com-
menged in the summer of the year 37771, having then
senounced the stage. He soon after lost his faithful
Miss Egerton, who was drowned in the eighteentk
year « f herage, in crossing the river Boyne,. through
the culpable negligence of a feityman., He then
rommenced what is called a gentieman pickpecket, by
affecting the airs and importance of a man of fashion ;
but was so much alarmed at the detection and con-
viction of his preaeptor Price, .(who was sentenced
to tranppontation for scven years,) that he hastened
to Dublin, where he practised his pilfering art dur-
ing dark evenings. At one of the races in the co.
of:Carlow,. he was detected picking the pocket of
Lord B. but'on restoring the property this noble-
man . declined any. pyosecution, and Barrington ae:
cordingly left Ireland, and for the first time appear.
ed in England in 1773. .On his first visit to Rane-
lagh with a party, he left his friends and picked the
pockets of .the Duke of L. and Sir W. of a con-
siderable.sum ; and also took from a lady a watch,
with all .which he got.off undiscovered and rejoined
bisfriends. In 1775 he visited the mast celebrated
watering: places, particularly Brighton, and beng
supposed a gentleman -of fortupe and family, way
noticed by persons of the first distingtion. On his
return to London he formed a copnection-with one
Lowe, and became a more -daripg pickpocket. He
went.to cougt on the queen’s birth-day, as a clergy-
man, and not only picied'uvetal ockets, but found
means’ to deprive a noblcman of his diamond order,
and retired - from the palace without suspicion. It
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is said that-this booty was disposed oftoaM
- jew. Count Qrlow, the Rumian minister, being 13
-one of the bexes of Drury-lane playhouse, . was rob+
bed of a gold muff-box set with diamonds, estimated
to be worth-an immense sam ; and one of the count’s
atcendants suspecting’ Barrington, sgized him, apd
found the spufi-box in his possession. He was exa~

mined by Sir John Ficlding; but the count, bej
idn a foreign d:h?mry.. was mﬂucnwgﬂ by mqtim&"

¢! to nc & prosecution. ng seon
in the House of Lords, when an a of an intew

Testing-natare was to come on, a Mr. G. i
his person. and applying to the deputy usher of tha
black rod, he was disgracefully turned out. He
now threatened Mr. G. with revengs, upon which a
warrant was granted to bind him over to knr tha
peace; and as he could find so surety he was obliged
to go to Tothillields bridewell, where he yemain-
ed some time.. On being releascd he raturned to his
-old profession, and was, about three megths after~
wards, detected in picking the of a low wo-
man at Drury-lane theatre, for which, being indicted
and convicted at the Old Bailey, he was soptenced
to three years hard labour on the Thames, gnd in the
spring of 1777, was put ou baard the hulks.at Wogls
wich; .but after sustaining something loss than a
twelvemonths’- pnnishment, be was aggin. set at Ji-
berty, in consequence of his good behavigur, through.
the interference of Messss. Erskine and Duncan.
Campbell, the superintendants of the comvicts. A
few days after his release he went to 8t. Sepulchre’s.
church, when Dr. Mylne was to preach a sepmop for
the benefit of the socicty for the recovery of persons.
apparently drowned. . William Payne, a constable,
saw him put his hand inte a.lady’s pocker in the
south aisle, and presently after fallowed him.gut l;.f
E3 . the
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the church, and took him into custody near the end
of Cock-lane, upon Snow-hill. Having taken the.
privoner to St. Sepulchre’s watch-house, and found
2 gold watch, and some other articles, in his posses-
sion, Pavne returned to the church, and spoke to
the lady whom' he had seen the prisoner attempt to
r0b ; she informed  him that she had lost nothing,
for, expecting the church to be much crowded,
had taken the precaution of emptying her pockets
before she left Kcr house. Upon Payne's return to
the watch-house, a gentleman advised that the pri-
soner might be more strictly searched. He was de-
sired to take off his hat, and, raising his leftarm, he
eautiously removed his hat from his head, when a'
metal watch dropped upon the floor. He was now
obliged to-pull off the greatest part of his cloaths.
He wore three pair of breeches, in one of the pockets
of which was found a purse, containing thirteen
ineas, and a bank-note for 10l. ihade payable ta
imself. In consequence of an adveitisement in-
serted- the next day in the newspapers, Mrss. Iron--
monger came to Payne’s house, and described the
weatch she had lost ; and it proved to be that which
Dad been concealed in Barrington's hair, and drop-
ped on the floor when he took off his hat.  She at-
tended the examination of the prisoner, and. having-
. sworn that the watch produced by Payne was her
yproperty, was bound over to provecute. Upon his
trial, Barrington made 2 long, an artful, and a plau-
sibledefence. Hesaid that, upon leaving the church,
he perceived the watch mentioned in the indictment
Yying upon the ground, and took it up, intending
2o advertise it the next day ; that he was followed to
Snow-hill by Payne and another constable, who ap-
prehended him, and had, in all probability, seen him -
take up the watch, ¢ Iieflected (said he) that

how
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how innocently soever I might have obtained the
article in question, yet it might cause some censure ;
amd no man would wonder, considering the unB¥ppy
predicament I stood in,* that I should conceal it as
much as possible.” The jury having prorounced
the prisoner guilty, he addressed the conrt, camestly
supplicating that he might be permitted to enter
into his Majesty’s service, and promising to discharge
his trust with fidelity and attention ; ov, if he coul
not be induliged in'that request, he wished that his
sentence might be banishment for life from his Ma«
jesty's dominions. The court informed him, that,
by an application to the throne, he might ohtain a
mitigation of his sentence, if his case was attended
by such ciccumstances of extenuation as would jus-
tify him in humbly petitioning to be considered as
an object .of the royal favour. He requested that
the money and bank-note might be returned. Here-
upon the court obscrved, that; in consequence of his
conviction, the property found on him when he was
apprehended became vested in the hands of the she- |
riffs of the city of London, who had discretionary
power cither to comply with, or reject, his request.
He was again sentenced to labour on the Thames
for the space of five years, on Tuesday the sth of
April, 1778. About the middle of - this year, he
was accordingly removed to the hulks at Woolwich,
where having attracted the notice of a gentleman,.
who exerted his influence in his favour, he again
rocured his release, on condition of his leaving
England: to this Barringron gladly consente.i, and
was generously supplied with money by this gentle-
man. He now went to Dublin, where he was shqrt-

¥ Alluding to his former congv‘iqtim. ‘ -

.
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ly apprehended for picking the pocket of an Irisk
nobleman of his gold watch and money, at the thea-
tre, but was acquitted for want of evidence. Here,
however,was his first ditplay of elocution; for, hav-
ing received a serious admonition from the judge,
he addressed the court with considerable anima-
tion, and enlarged, with great ingenuity, vpon what
he termed the force of prejudice, insinvating that
calumny had followed him from England to Ireland.
On his acquittal, however, he deemed it most pru-
dent to leave Dublin: he therefore visited Edin-
burgh, where being suspected he was obliged to de-
camp. He now rcturned to London, and braving
danger, frequented the theatres, opera-house, pan-
theon, &c. but was at length taken into custody,
Having been acquitted for want of evidence for the
charge brought against him, he was unexpectedly

detained for having returned to England in viola-

tion of the condition on which his Majesty was
pleased to grant him a remission of his.punishment,
and was accordingly confined in Newgate during
the remainder of the time that he was originally to
have served on the river Thames. On the expira.
tion of his captivity he returned. to his former prac-
tices, but with greater caution. He was at length
- apprehended for picking the pocket of Mr. Le Me-
surier, at Drury-lane play-house, but effectcd his
escape from the constable; and while the lawyers
were outlawing him, and the constables endeavour-
ing to take him, he evaded detection by travelling
in various disguises and characters through the nor-
thern counties of the kingdom:. he visited the great

towns as a quack-dector, clergyman, rider, &c. but

was at last apprehendtd .in Newcastle- upon-Tyne,
and removed to London by a writ of Habeas Corpus
Ze now employed counsel, and bhad the cutlawry

against

~
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against himn reversed ; was- then tried for steal.
ing Mr. Le Mesurier’s purse, and acquitted in
consequence of the absence of a inaterial witness.
Being once more enlarged, he had the presumption
to visit Dublin again, where having been soon sus-
pected, he with difficulty escaped to England 5 but’
shortly after his arrival, was taken into custody,-for
Ficking the pocket of Henry Hare Townseud, esq.

or this he was tried at the Old Bailey, Sept. 1,1798,
and found guilty, notwithstanding {e made an’ in-

enious defence. On Wednesday, Sept. 23, the

ecorder pronounced the sentence of transportation
on him for seven years, when Barrington addressed
the court in words to the following effect :

¢¢-My lard,—I have a great dgal to say in exten~ |
wation of the cayse for which I now stand.convicted
at thiy bar; but vppn consideration, I will not ar~
rest the astention of the honourable court too long.
Among the extraordinary vicissitudes incident to
human nature, it is the peculiar and unfortunate lot
of some devoted persons, to have their best wishes
and their most earnest endeavours, to deserve the
good opinion of the most respectable part of society,
entirely frustrated. Whatever they can say, or
whatever they may do ; every word and its mean,
ing, every action and its motive, is represented in an
ynfavourable light, and is distorted from the real
intention of the speaker or the actor. That this
has bexn my unhappy fate does not seem to stand
in need of any confirmation. Every gffoit to des
serve well of mankind, that my heart hore witness to
* jts rectitude, has been by such measures as those,
and consequently has been rendered abortive,
Many of the circumstances of my life I can, with‘-

" ' oy
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out any violatien of truth, declare to hav.
fore, happened absolutely in spite of mysel
world, my lord, has given me credit for :
indecd, much greater than I possess, and ¢
much more than I deserved, but I have newv(
any kind hand to foster these abilities. Im
. where wasthe generous and powerful hand
ever stretched forth, to rescue George Ba
from infamy ? In an age like this, which, i
respects, is so justly famed for liberal sen
it was my severe lot, that no noble-minded
man stepped forward, and said to me:.Ba
o are possessed of talents which may be
society. 1 feel for your situation; and as
Jyou act the part of a good citizen, I will be
tector + yox awill then bave time and oppor
rescue yourself from the obliquy of your for.
duct. Alas, my lord, George Barrington h
the supreme felicity of having such comfoi
nistered to his wounded spirit. As matt
unfortunately turned out, the die is cast
as it is, I bend resigned to my fate, with
murmur or complaint.”™ Having* thus cc
his neat address, rendered more forcible by h
tic manner, he left the bar with a respectt
and thus withdrew from public life in Eurog
a nexw part in the New wWoORLD. Onhisa
Port Jackson, he was introduced to the g
and appointed superiatendant of the con
sident at Paramatta. His conduct, .du
exile, has been such as to compensate for
past. According to recent accounts he has
ranged in his mind ; and it has been’also
that he is dead. While in London he ¢
with a woman, who went by his name, :
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s transportation, has been apprehended for
‘hefts, 23 if desirous of following him to Bo-

y. :
‘TON, J. -See Dicxenson, E.
'DINGFIELD, ANNE, (MURDERER,) |
: wife of John Beddingficld, who was the
‘espectable parents, at Sternfiekd in Suffolk,
whom she was married at seventeen years of -
ten he was about twenty-fous: the young
were placed in 2 good farm, which was care-
itended by the husband, who bore the cha
f a man of industry and integrity. They
‘o children, and - lived apparently happy
etime: Richard Ringe, a youth of nine-
as englgvd in the service of My, Bedding-
ror had fle been long in the howse before his
1 became so enamoured of lim, that her hus.:
ras the objeet of her contempt. Her beha-
> Ringe was such that he could not long
of her favourable inclinations; nor had he
© resist the temptation : and they were %o in-
18 in their amours, that four of the servants -
ceasional witnesses of their eriminal inter-
At len, Mrs. Beddingfield, baving

i the horrid design of destroying her busband,
icated' her intention to Rihge, who hesita-
the dreadful proposal, she promised that he
share her fortune as the reward of the deed.
eddingfield ing to be indisposed, it
rommended mﬂ :.lg take a' vemig; but the
which the servant-maid brought him to drink
g too hot, Ringe was directed to bring some
ater to mix with it ; and he took this oppor-
of putting arsenic into the water ; but Bed-
id, observing a white sediment in the bason,
wot drink, though mo ewspicion of the liq!»r
: * being
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being poisoned had oceurred to him. On the failar
- of this they determined on another schemc of dis-
ﬁtching the unfortunate object of their vengeanee.
r. Beddingfield having been stlling some cattle to
another farmer, they had drank a sociable glass to-
gether, but not to such a degree as to occasion in-
toxication. When Mr. Beddingfield came homes
he found that his wife was in bed with one of the
maid-servants ; on which he desired-her to come to
his chamber, but this she refused, and mutual recri-
minations passed between them. It had been de-
termined by Ringe to commit the murder on that
night, while his master was asleep; accordingly
when his master was in bed, he quitted his own
room, passed through that in which. his mistres
slept, and went to the bedchamber “of his master.
Observing that Mr. Beddingfield was asleep, he
threw a cord round his neck to strangle him; but,
being hurt by the weight of Ringe iying across
him, he struggled so that they both fell off ‘the bed
together. However, the horrid deed of murder was
soon perpetrated. ' Mrs. Beddingfield, being asleep
in the pext room, awoke at the noise, znd in ber
fright awakened theservant. At this instant Ringe
entered the rcom, and said, ¢ I have done tor him ;"
to which the wife answered, ¢¢ FThen I am easy.”
The girl was greatly alarmed ; but eried out, ¢ mas-
ter,” supposing Mr. Beddingfield was present ; for
there was no light in the room: but Mrs, Bedding-
field commanded her to be sient.  Ringe asked the
mistress. if any one was acquainted with what had
passed besides her and the maid ; on which the girl
asked, ¢ How came you here, Richard 2 The
villain, terrified by his guilt, replied, ¢ I was forced
‘to it.”” He then went to his own room, and lay
down ; and the mistrews and maid getting up, the
laster

™
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htter was charged not to utter a syllable of what
had passed. Mrs. Beddingfield now directed the
girl to call Ringe, who seemed offended at being'
disturbed ; but, when he had struck a light, his
mistress told him to go info his m:}snr's room, for
she was afraid that he was indisposed. Ringe
obeyed ; but, on his return said, with an air of sur-
prise, that his master was dead. By this time an-
- other maid-servant got up, and the girls, going to
their master’s room, found the deceased lying on his
face, and observed that part of his shirt collar was
¢orn off, and that his neck was bla¢ck and swelled.
A messenger was instantly dispatched to Mr. Bed-
dingfield's parents, who proposed to send for a sur-

con : but the wife said, it was unnecessary to send

or a doctor, as her husband wasalready dead. On
the following day the coroner’s jury took an inqui-
sition into the cause of his death; but so superficial
was the inquiry, that it lasted only a few minutes,
and their determination was, that he died a natural
death. The guilty commerce between the murderers
became now more evident than before; yet so fickle
was Mrs. Beddingfield’s disposition, that in a few
weeks she began to despise the man whom she had
incited to the murder of her husband.. The ser-
vant-maid was resolved to discover the faet, but
postponed her resolution till she had received the
wages for her quarter’s service. When her mistrese
had paid her, she went to her parents, and disco-
vered all she knew of the matter: on whiek awar«
rant was issued for apprehending the murdesers. - As
they had an idea of what was going fotward, they
attempted to bribe the ‘girl’s mother to secrecy, who
rejected their offers: on which Mrs. Beddingficld
made her escape, but was apprehended at the end
of two days. Ringe, however, seemed to disdain to
T ’ r consult
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consult his own safety, and remained in the
after he was committed to prison, he o
that he had deemed himself a ‘dead man f
time of his perpetrating the murder. Att
assizes in 1763, the prisoners were brought
when the sutgeon and coroner were examin
what fell within their knowledge. The
confessed that Ke saw evident marks of viol
the body; and being asked how he could
befose the coroner, that Mr. Beddingfield h
a natural death, he replied, that he did ne
miuch about it !!!  Scveral unguarded expres
Mrs. Beddingfield having been sworn to by (
nesses, particularly that she had said, ¢ Sh
somecbody would soon die,”"—¢¢ That she
want mourning ear-rings very soon,’ &¢.
Pprisoners having nothing to alledge in exte
of their crime, they were both capitally co
and- sentenced to die. After conviction, as
before, Ringe freely confessed his guilt ;
pressed the utmost anxiety at the thought ¢
dissected. Mrs. Beddingfield refused to m:
confession till the day betore her death. Tt
placed in one sledge on the morning of ex
-and conveyed to a place near Ipswich, callec
more, where Ringe made a pathetic addre:
surrounding multitude, advising young peo
warned by his fate, and to avoid the del
wicked women. After the fervent exercise
tion he was turned off; while the body of M
dingfield, who had been first strangl.d at
was burned to ashes, agrecable to the then
respecting women who are canvicted of the
of their husbands. They suffered April 8,
BELLAMY, EDWARD, (#0USE-BR
was 2 native of Londen, and served his ¢
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taylor ; but bis apprenticeship was ne soomer ex-
pired than he associated with some women .of ill
fame, and became a thief to support their extra-
vagance. His eommencement in this art was with
a number of young pickpockets, and he soon be-
came an adept in the profession. From this busi-
ness they advanced a.step further. They used to
€0, three or four in company, to the shops of silver-
smiths in the cvening, and while one of them
- cheapened same article of small value,. his compa-
mions used to secrete something of greater. It was
likewise a practice with them to walk the streets at
night, and forcing up the windows of shops with a
chissel, run off with any property that lay within
their seach. This was commonly done so suddenly,
that the thieves got off with the effects before the
shop-keepers were prepared to follow them. Bel-
lamy played his part with so much dexteiity, thae
he was looked upon as leader of the gang: after
three years practice at this infamous business, he
forged a note, (forgery being then not a capital of-
fence,) by which he defrauded a linen-draper- of
money to a considerable amount. Being taken
into custody for this, he was lodged in Newgate}
bur discharged without being brought.to trial, his
friends having found means to accommodaté the
matter with tﬁc injured party. In a short time after
be left Newgate, be made connections with Jonathan _
‘Wild, and by a frequent attendance at his office,
dived so far into the mysteries of his. profession,
and was so convinced oz the great profit that at
sgended it, that he formed an idea of engaging in the
same business on his own account. At this time
Wild used frequently to borrow money of a M,
Wildgoose, who kept an inn in Smithfield : and Bel-

B X Y Jamy
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{amy wishing te become acquainted with 3 mm
swhom he thought he* could make subservieat to his
, interest, applied to Jonathan ¢o recommend bim to
Wildgoose; but this the famoue thief-caker abso-
lutely eefused 5 on which Bellamy determined to
take his revenge on Wild. Having often gone with
messages and notes from Joeathan to Wildgoose,
and being wel acquuinted with the hand-writing of
the former, he forged a draught on the latter for
ten guineas, which Wildgoosc paid without hesita-
tion ; as soon as Bellamy had got the maney he
omitted to pay his usual visits at Wild's effice. A
few days after this, Wild went to his acquaintance
to borrow some money, when Wildgoose told him he,
bad paid his draught for the abovementioned sum,
_ and producing the note, Jonathan could not be cer-
tain that it was not his own hand-writing, othern i
than by recollecting that he had never given such a
draught. Wildgoose was unacquainted with Bel-
lamy"s name ; but; by the description of his person,
Jonathan soon found who had committed the for-
gery ;on which he ordered hismyrmidons to be care--
tul ,to apprehend the. offender. Bellamy having
been taken in a lodging in White-friars, Jonathan's
men sent word to their masterthat they bad him in
custody, and begged he would come and give orders
how they shiould dispose of him: but, in theinterim,;
Bellamy, who expected no mercy from the old thief-
taker, seized the advantage of the casual absence of
his attendance from the room, fixed a rope to the
bar of the window, and let himself into the street,
though the room was three stories high. He now
entertained thoughts of accommodaring the affair
with Wild, imagining he should be treated with the
utmost severity if he should be rc-apprehendcd}
but before he had progeeded in this negotiation,
- Wild's
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Wild's men séized him at 2 gin-shop in Chancery-
lane, and sent to their master for instructions how to
act. To this message Jonathan returned an answer
that they might give bim his liberty, on the condi-
tion that be should come to the office, and adjust the
business with himself. Hereupon Bellamy was dis-
charged : knowing how dangerous it would be
to affront Wild, he went the following moring to a
ublic_house in the Old Bailey, where he sent for
?onathan to breakfast with him: and the latter send-
ing for Wildgoose, Bellamy gave him 2 note for the
money received, and no farther steps were taken in
the affair. As soon as this business was adjusted,
. Bellamy renewed his former plan of making depre-,
dations on the public, and committed an immense
number of robberies. During one of his .rambles;
near the Royal Exchange, he fell into company with
a kidnapper, who obtained an infamous subsistence
by enticing distressed young people to go abroad,
under pretence that they will be there well provided
for. Bellamy thinking this fellow a ﬂ:opcr subject
to employ bis genius, pretended that he was out of
employment, and ambitious of visiting America,
‘The kidnapper represented America as the country
where industry and merit conld not fail of success,
even to the attainment of arrample fortune ; he ass
sured him he had helped many young people to
places, who' were out of employment, who after-
" wards hecame so rich as to keep their carriages:
‘He declared himself no mean, time.serving wretch,
who took money for these things; all his view was

to be of service to the distressed.—In this instance -.."

the kidnapper intended to gull the thief, and the
thief to take in the kidnapper. Bellamy having
Jived some time at the expense of his new acquaint-
ance, the day at length arrived when bis indentures

F3 were
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. wete to be signed, as the ship in which h
embark was on the point of sailing. Th
other young fellows who were to be bou;
when they came to the magistrate’s, the k
recollected that hethad left some papers beh
and desired Bellamy to go back for them.
as directed ; and told the .man"s wife that
band wanted two guineas to pay the expen:
denturing the people who were with hin
woman readily delivered the money,with wt
lamy decamped, and the kidnapper saw no
him. The robberies committed by Bella
his gang were innumerable, and attended +

.rious success. Onc time they broke the sa
silversmith’s shop in Russel-court, Drury-lai
a person, who lay under the compter, fired
derbuss at them, which obliged them to
without their booty. This attempt failis
went to the house of another silversmith, wk
broke open, and finding the servant-maid si
for hes master, they terrified her ‘into silel
carried off effects to a large amount, Not
ter this robbery they hroke open the shop of
near Shoreditch, in the expectation of find
to a great amount: but the proprietor hay
viously secured it, they got only about te
of tea, and the loose money in the till. T
attempt was at the house of a hosier in W
alley, from whuse shop they carricd off sor
of value, which they sald-to the Jews on th
ing day. Bellamy and some of his fratern
an attempt to break open the shop of a line:
in Bighopsgate-strcet, on a Sunday evenin;
2 woman who had watched their motions;
at the door just as they had effected an e
which ohliged them to decamp with the uts

¢
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cipitation. On the same night- they attempted to
break into a toy-shop, in Swithin’s-afley, Cornhill;
and had wrenched the bars fiom the windows, when
the shutters suddenly falling, the family were alarm.
ed and their scheme frostrated. Notwithstanding
this, as soon as the neighbourhood was quiet, they
went back to the same alley, and broke open the
house of a shoemaker, whence they stole a great
quantity of shoes, and plate to a  large amount,
which they disposed of to Jewson the following day.
Having another night broken open the shop of a
barber in George-yard, Lombard-strect, where they
found very little that they thought worth their no-
tice, they carried off all ‘the wigs; but not being
able to sell them to any advantage, they took them
to the King’s Bench, and gave them away to'the |
debtors.  Soon afterwards they broke into a shoe-
makers shop in Eastcheap, and stole a number of -
shoes,which they packed upin abag; but a watch-
man observing them, they dropped their -ill-gotten
prize, kriocked him down, and effected their escape,
From the shop of a silversmith in Bride lane they
carried off pfate to the amount of fifty pounds;
and from the house of a haberdasher in Bishopsgate-
" street, a load of various articles, the whole of which
they disposed of .to Jews. On another occasion,
they broke open a tea-shop near Gray's-Inn-lane ;
- baving removed the shutters, by cutting away part
of them with chissels, they wepe going to lift up the
sash, when a persan from within hearing them, cried
out, thieves! on which they ran off without their
booty. Having broken into a tea-warchouse near
Aldgate, they had packed up a valuable parcel of
goods, when the maid-servant came down stairs, un-
dressed, and without a candle, She went into the
yard, and soon returned, without knowing that they
wWere

N
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were in the house ; but when she came into the
shop, Bellamy seized her, and obliged her to lie on
the floor, while they went off with their booty. The
same night they broke open the shop of a mercer in
Bishopsgate-street, whence they carried off goods to
alarge amount. The next robbery was-at the
house of a grocer in Thames-street; the watchman
ssing by as they were packing up their booty, Bel-
amy scized him, and obliged him to put out his
candle, to prevent any alarm being given. Havin,
kept him till they were ready to go off with their
plunder, they took him to the side of the Thames,
and threatened to throw him in, if Ife would not
throw in his lanthorn and staff. The poor inan was
‘obliged to comply with their injunctions. Soon
aftee this they stale a lar%]e sum of money and a
quantity of goods from the house of a grocer,
which they broke open in Aldersgate-street. A
neighbour saw thi: robbery from his window, but
was too much frightened to take any measures for
the detection of the villains. Their next exploit
was at an old clothes-shop, kept by a woman in*
Shadwell, whence they carried off every valuable ar-
ticle. After this they robbed the shop of a hosier
in Coleman-street, and took away goods to the
amount of seventy pounds,which the thieves divided
into shares, and sold them to their old acquaintance
the Jews. They were disappointed in their next at-
tempt, which was to break open the house of a
linen-draper in Westminster ; for some people com-
ing up before they had compleated their operations,
they weie obliged to decamp with precipitation,
‘The next evening, obscrving the door of a shep
shut in St. Clement’s church-yard, they made it fast
with a cord on the outside, and throwin up the
. sash, stole a very large number of silk iandker-
- 2 chiefs,
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while a woman in the shop mmde many frufe-
tempts to open the door. They al-o stole a
# of plate, wearing apparel and other effccts,
me night, from two houses in Holborn. Soon
his they stole goods tp the amount of twenty
Is, from a house which they broke open: in-
Lion street: and breaking epen awother th
night in Fullwood's-rents, obtained zbout ai
booty. While thue preying upon the public
became acquainted with an old woman, who
pened an office near Leicester ficlds, for the
tion of stokn goods, something on the plan of
of Jenathan Wild. To this woman Bchamy
Mis companions uspd to sell much of their iM-
n effects; but she having, on one occasion,
1 2 smaller price than they expected, Bellamy
mined on a plan of revenge ; in pursuance of
Ir he went to her office with a small quantity of
o plate ; and while she was gone withittoa
rsmith, he broke apen her drawers, and.carried
er cash to a large amount.. His next adven-
i were the breaking a house in Petticoat-lane
another in Grocer's-abley in the Pouitry, at
..of which places be. made large prizes. - Soon
‘wards he stapped a man near Houndsditch, and
ed him of his money. He now.hecame so ne-
nus, that a reward of ome hupdred pounds was
‘ed for the apprehending him; .in consequence of
:h he was taken, near. the Seven Dials, the dayy
v be had robbed a shop in Monmouth-street,and:
mitted to Newgate. For this last offence he was:
1, convicted, and received sentencé of death..
m the time of conviction till the arrival of the
:ant for his execution, he affected a cheartulness
schaviour, and said that he would be hanged in
sheoud : but the certainty that he shoukl’suﬂ;elg
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and the sight of his coffin,excited more serious idess
in his mind ¢ and he received the sacrameiit a few
?ays before his death, with evi:tent marks of repen-
ance for the many crimes of which he had been

guilty. He suffered at Tyburn, March 27, 1728,
BERGH N, MICHAEL VAN, BERGHEN,
CATHERINE VAN, (MURDERERS,) man and
wife, and vatives of Holland, who, having settied
in England, kept a public house near East Smith-
ficld, in 1700, where Gerrard Dromelius, who was
likewise tried, and found guilty of the murder of
Mr. Oliver Norris, acted as their servant. Mr.
Norris was a country gentleman, who lodged at an
iun near Aldgate, and who went into the house of
Van Berghen, about eight o'clock in the evening,
and continued to drink there till about eleven.
Finding himself rather intoxicated, he desired the
maid-secvant to call a coach to carry him home.
As she was going to do so, her misticss whispered
her, and bid her retura in a little time, and say that
a coach was not to.be procused. These directions
being observed, Norris, on the maid’s retura, re-
solved to go without a coach, and accordingly took
his leave of the family ; but he had not gone far
before he discovered that-he had been: robbed of a
purse containing a sum of money; whereupon he
zeturned and charged Van Berghen and his wife
with having been guiity of the robbery. This they
positively denied, and threatened to turn him out of
the housc ; but he. refused to go, and resolutely went
into 3 room where the oloth was laid for supper.
At this time Dromelius entered the room, and treat-
ing My, Norris in a cavalier maaner, the latter re-
sented the insult, -and at length a quarrel ¢nsued.
At this juncture, Van Berghen scized a_poker, with
which he fractured Mr. glnnis‘s‘ skull, and in the
‘ mean
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mean time Dromelius stabbed him in different parts
of the body ; Mrs. Van Berghen being present dur- .
ing the perpetration of the horrid act. When Mr.
Norris was dead, they stripped him of his- coat,
waistcoat, hat, wig, &c. and then Van Berghen and
Dromeiius carvied the body, and threw it into a
ditch whieh commonicated with the Thames: and
in the mean time Mrs. Van Berghen washed the
blood of the deceased from the floor of the room.
The clothes which had been stripped from the de-
ceased, were put upin a hamper, and committed to
the care of Dromelius, who took a boat, and carried
them over to Rotherhithe, where he employed the
waterman to carry the hamper to lodgings which he
had taken, and in which he proposed to remmain un-
til he could find a favourable opportunity of em-
barking for Holland. The next moming, at low
water, the body of 2 gentleman was found, and se-
veral of the neighbours went to take a view of it,
and endeavoured to try if they could trace any
blood to the place where the murder might have
been conmmitted ; but not succeeding in thisy some
of them, who were up at a very early hour, recol
Jected that they bad seen Van Berghen and Drome-
lius coming almost from the spot where the body
was found ; and remarked that a light had been-
carried backwards and forwards in Van Berghen's
house. Ubpon this the house was searched ; but no
discovery was made, except that a little blaod was
found behind the door of 2 room, which appeared to
have been lately mopped. Enquiry was made after.
Dromelius 5 but Van Berghen and his wife would
give no other account than that he had left their
service : on which they were taken into custody;
with the servant-maid, who was the principal evi-
dence against them. At this. time the waterml:n
. who
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who had carri¢l Dromelius to Rotherhith
who knew him very well, appeared, and wa
avise taken into custady. The prisoners wer
by a jury of half Englishmen and half fore
to whom all the circumstancesabove-mention
peared so striking, that they did not hesitate
the prisoners guilty, and accordingly they
scntence' of death.  After condemnation,

short time before the day of execution, D
assured the ordinary of Newgate, that the

was committed by himself, and that it was pi
and followed by these circumstances, viz. M
ris being very much in liquor, and desirous

ing to his inn, Mr. Van Berghen divected hin
tend him thither ; soon after they left the
Norris went into a broken building, wher¢
opprobrious language to Dromelius, and atte
to draw his sword, he wrestled it from his ha

_stabbed him with it in several places; that t

ing done, Norris groaned very much ; and 1
lius hearing a watchman coming, and fearing
covery, drew a knife, cut his-throat, and 1
putan end to hislife. Inanswer to this itw
that the story was altogether improbable :
Mr. Norris had been killed in the manner
amentioned, some blood would have been fo
the spot, and. there would have been holes
clothes from the stabbing ; neither of wh
the case. Still, however, Dromelius persiste:
declaration, with a view to save the life of
tress, with whom he was thought to have

improper connection. Mr. and Mrs. Van [
were attended at the place of execution t
divines of their own country, as well as an

elergyman; and desired the prayers of th
Mr. Van Berghep,, unable to speak ing
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Ja English, conversed in Latin; a circumstance
from which it may be inferred, that he had been
educated in a style superior to the rank of life which
he bad lately held. He said that the muider was
not committed in his house, and that he knew no
more of it, than that Dromelius came to him, while
he lay in bed, jformed him that he had wounded
the gentleman, and begged him to aid his escape 3
but that when he knew Mr. Norris was murdered,
he offered money to some persous ta pursue the
murderer ; this circumstance, however, which might
have been favourable to, him, was not proved on
his trial. Mrs. Van Berghen also solemnly de.
clared, that she knew nothing of the murder till
after it was perpetrated, which was not in their
house ; that Dromelius coming into the chamber,
and saying he had murdered the gentleman, she
went for the hamper to hold the bloudy clothes, and
assisted Dromelius in his escape, a circumstance
which would not be deemegd criminal in her coun-
try. This was, however, an artful plea; for, in
Holland, accessaries before or after the fact are ac-
counted as principals. . Dromelius, when at the,
place of execution persisted in his former tale ; but.
desired the prayers of the surrounding multitude,
whom he warned to bgware of the indulgence of
violent passions, to which he then fell an untimely
sacrifice. ‘They suffered near the Hartshorn brew-
house, East Smithfield, being thc nearest conve~
Rient spot to the place where the murder was com-
mitted, on the tenth of July, in the year 1700. The
men were bung in chains between Bow and Mile-

end ; but the woman was buried. .

-BERRY, THOMAS, See DickiNsoN, E.

BIG, JEPTHAH, (WR1TER OF THREATEN-
ING LETTERS,) was a native of Spitalficids, who,
’ e having
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having 1 brother who was coachman to a gentleman
of fortune, conceived an idea of rupplying his own
extravagancics, by extorting money from his bro-
ther’s master.  Calling on one Peter Salter, he took
bim to an obscare public-house near the Minories;
where he devéloped his scheme, saying h: might ob-
tain-an huadred guoineds by sending a threatening
letter; bat was at a loss to think what hoose the
money should be sent to: at length he fixed on a
public house, called the Shoulder of Matton, at Bil«
lingsgate, whither he directed Salter to go, and wait
till a porter should bring a letter directed to John
Harrison, which letter Salter was to carry to Big, at
- an alehouse on Fish-street-hill. Agrecable te this
direction Salter waited at the Shoulder of Mutton
till a porter brought aletter, and spoke to the Jand-
Jord and his son, who seemed surprised at reading
" the-contents. Guilt is ever cowardly; and one of
- them going out, Salter imagined it was to call aw
officer to apprehend him ; on which he slipped out
of the hduse, and went to his companion on Fishe
street-hill. These associates in roguery taking a
walk to Moorfields, Big said he was undaunted by
this repulse; and that he would write such a letter
as would make the gentiemantremble ; and he did-
not doubt of success. In consequence of an agree-
ment between the parties, another letter was sent,
ordering the gentleman to send an hundred guineas,
cenclosed in a pareel, to the Black Boy in Good-
man's Ficlds, directed to John Harrison. Salter
went daily, and' drank at this house, where he had-
hitherto been a stranger, . in'expectation of an -
answer, ‘which he was to reccive, guarding only
against any artifice that might be used to appre-
bend him. While he was thus waiting, he read an
advertisement ‘in the newspaper, offering a reward
: ‘ . for
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for the extortioner. At this jumcture a porter
brought a letter which he gave to the landlord,
who having read it, the porter said, * I have a par-
cel for one Mr. Harriton ; do you know such.a
gentleman ?* The landlord enquired if any person
present auswered to that name ; but Salter was too
much on his guard to do so; and drinking his beer
without any sign of fear, he went to an alehouse
near Aldgate, where he met his accomplice, and
told him a scheme was laid to apprehend him,
After :some- conference they adjourned to a public
house near the residence of the gentleman to whom
the threatening letters had becn sent. Here Big
sent for his brother, who attended ; but said, as he
was obliged to go out with his master he'could not
stay with them. Big now observed that his brother
had complained of the peevish disposition of his
master, and asked if he did not intend to leave him.
‘The brother replied, that his master had been very
fretful for some days past; but added, ¢ I have
now found out the reason ; for some vile rogue has
sent a threatening letter, and swears he will murder
him, if a sum of money is not sent to a public house
in Goodman’s Fields.”” When Big’s brother was
gone, he told Salter he would send another letter,
whatever might be the consequence; but Salter
persuaded him not to run the risk of a proceeding
which must be followed by certain ruin. A few
days after this the porter, who had carricd the letter,
and seen Saiter at both the public houses, happened
to meet him, and suspecting that he might be the
extortioner, delivered him to the custody of a peace
officer, on which he accused Big as the principal ;
who was therecupon apprehended and cemnmitted to
Newgate, and Salter admitted evidence for the
* crown. Big, being tried at the Old Bailey, was
- G2 . ol
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convicted and received sentence of death; whick
sentence rather surprised him, as he had no idea.
that the offence was capital. He wasthought tobea.
Roman Catholic, as he refused the attendance of the
Ordinary whilg he lay in Newgate. He suffercd at
‘Tyburn, September 19, 1729. . °
BILLINGS, THOMAS. See Haves, Ca-

THERINE. A
, BLAKE, alias BLUESKIN, JOSEPH, (#ousE-
BREAKER,) was a native of London, and was sent:
to school by his parents for the space of six years;
but made little progress in learning, having a
very early propemsity to acts of dishonesty. While
at school he formed an acquaintance with William
Blewit, who afterwards entered into Jonathan
Wild's gang, and became one of the most notorious
villains of the age¢ No soaner had Blake left school
than he commenced pickpocket, and had been inall
the prisons for various felonics before he was fifteen
years of age. From this practice he turned street-
robber, angejo'med with Oaky, Levee, and many
other rogues, who acted uunder the directions of
Wild. For someof . the robberies they cominitted
they were taken into custody, and Blake was ad-
mitted an evidence against his dompanions, wha,
were convicted ; in consequence of which he claimed
his liberty, and part of the reward allowed by go-
vernment 3 but he was informed by the court, that
he had no right to either, because he was nota
voluntary evidence; since, so far from having surrens
dered, he made an obstinate resistarice, and was
much wounded befor¢ he was taken ; and thercforg
he must find security for his gaod behaviour, or be
transported. Not being able to give the requisitg
security, he was Jodged in Wood-street Conptery
where he remained: a considerable time, 'dg{ipe

o , whic



BLAKE, ALIAS BLUESKIN. 65

which Jonathan Wild allowed him three shillings
and sixpence a week. At length he prevailed on
two gardeners to be his bail; but the court at the
Old Bailey hesitating to take their security, they
went before Sir John Fryer, who took their recog-
nizance for Blake's good behaviour for seven years,
He had no sooner obtained his liberty than he was

concerned in several robberies with Jack Sheppard, .~

and particularly that for which two brothers, Fran-
cis and Benjamin Brightwell, were tried, and ho-
. nourably acquitted, though the prosecuter (John
Pargiter) swore that they were the soldiers that’
robbed him : it was, however, satisfactorily proved,
that Francis was on guard at the time, and Benja-
min at bome at his ladging. The fcot-pad rob-
beries and burglaries committed by Blake and his
associates were very numerous; but the fact for
which Blake suffered was the robbery of Mr. Knee-
bone, as will appear by the following account. He
was indicted at the Old Bailey sessions, in October,
2724, for breaking and entering the dwelling-house
of William Kneebone, and stealing one hundred and -
cight yards of woollen cloth, value 361. and other
E:,ods. “The prosecutor having sworn that the
s of his cellar window were cut, and that the cel-
Jar door, which had been bolted and padlocked, wa
broke open, he acquainted Jonathan Wild with .
what had happened, who went to Blake’s lodgings,
with two other persons; but Blake refusing to open
the door, it was broke open by Quilt Arnald, oue
of Wild’s men. On this he drew a, penknife, and
swore he would kill the first man that entered ; in
answer to which Arnold said, ¢ Then I am the
first man, and Mr. Wild is not far bebind, and-if
you don’t deliver your }gcnknife immediately, I will
chop your arm off,”> Hereupan the prisongr drofd
o \ [+} . l’
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v

the knife; and Wild entering, he was taken
into custody. Asthe partics were conveying himto
Newgate, they came by the house of.the prosecutor,
on which Wild said to the prisoner, ¢ “There’s the
ken;" and the latter replied, ¢ Say no more of
that Mr. Wild, for I know I am a dead man; but
what I fear is, that I shall afterwards be carried to
Surgeon’s hall, and anatomized ;> to which Wild
replied, ¢ No, I'll take care to prevent that, for
l’ﬁ give you a coffin.”” William Field, who was
evidence on the trial, swore that the robbery was
committed by Blake, Sheppard, and himncl?: and
the jury brought in a verdict of guilty. As soonas
the verdict was given, the prisoner addressed the
court in the following terms: ¢ On Wednesday
morning last, Jonathan Wild said to Simon Jacobs,*
I believe you will not bring 4ol. this time : I wish
Joe (meaning me) was in your case ; but I*ll domy
endeavour to bring you oﬁz as a single felon.  And
then turning to me, he said, ¢ I believe you must
die—I'll send you a good book or two, and provide
you a coffin, and you shall not be anatomized.”’—
Wi ild was to have been an evidence against this ma-
lefactor 5 but going to visit him in the bail-dock,
previcus to this trial, Blake suddenly drew a clasped
penknife, with which he cut Jonathan's throat,
which prevented his giving evidence ; but as the
knife was blunt, the wound, though dangerous, did
not prove mortal.—See WiLp. While under sen-
tence of death, he did not shew much concern for
his calamitous situation. When asked if he was
advised to commit the violence on Wild, he said,

. Jacobs was then a prisoner, and afterwards
- transported, . -
‘ “ Na,
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o Noj; but that a sudden thought entered his mind,
or he would have provided a knife, which would
have cut off his head at once.” He suffered; in &
state of intoxication, at Tyburn, Nov. 17, 1723.~%
See SHEPPARD.

BLAKE, DANIEL, (MURDEREE,) was the
son of a butcher at Bunwell, in' Norfolk,who broughe
him up to his own business; When abont:twenty’
years old he became dissatishied with hix frade, and:
travelled to London with an intention of hiring himu
seif as 2 gentleman’s setvant : and he had been but
a short time in the metropolis when he was engaged
in the service of Lord Dacre. "Hayving centracted:
an acquaintance with some women of ‘abandoned
character, he resolved:to support his consequent ex<

nses by robbing his fellow-servants.  He had been
m the service of Lord Dagre about ten chkﬂ, whew
he determined to carry his iniquitous plan into exe<
-cution j and going into the room of Mr. Murcott,
lns lordship’s butler, he repeatedly struek him withi

ker, and then taking a knife fron his pocket;
cut his throat ajmost from ear to ear. Having taken
twenty guineas from the breeches-pocket of the dex
ceased, he then returned to his bed. He rose about
seven, and went to his 'usual business; in about ant

hour he was desired to call Mr. Murcott ; on whith

he said he had already called him two or three times,
but had not been able to make him answer. Lord
Dacre’s bell ringing about nine, the porter weni
into the chamber of the deceased, an peatedl

called him ; -he then approached the bed, and shookd
Mr. Murcott, and, finding him still silent"and mo>
tionless, exclalmcd, ¢« God bléss i ¥ ¥ believe Ins
is dead!" he then tumed -down ‘1« bed-clothesj
which the murderer-had thrown - ver Mi. Murcowt™
face, and perceiving them bloody, he quitted the
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room in great terror, and communicsted his diseo-
very to the house-keeper and lady Dacre’s waiting.
maid; who, going into the roum, turned the clothes -
a little fugther down,. and observed a knife, which
they supposed to have fallen from the hand of the
deceaxed ; and attempting to move the  body, the
head inclined backwards, and gave the wound a.
wost shocking appearapee. Upon the rest of the
servants being informed of Mr. Murcott’s unhappy
death, Blake;shed tears in great abundance, wrung
his hands, and appeared to be affected in so extrava-
gant a degree, that he was yrged to mederate his
afliction, .est the nobleman Inﬁ his lady should be
alarmed. Mr. Murcott’sdeath being communicated
to Lord Dacre, he sent for Mr. Marsden, clerk to
Sir John Fielding, and kept him in the house three
days, with the view of discovering the perpetrator
of the horrid fact.  During the time that Blake had
been in the service of Lord Dacre, he was known to
Be in very indigent circumstances: but on the day
after the murder he was observed to discharge seve-
ral small debts; and hence arose 2 suspicion of his
guilt.  All the servants in the family having been
srictly examined in the presence of Lord Dacre, the
paster declared that he irmly believed that the knife
found in thebed belonged to Blake. . Whenin cus-
tedy, and couducted to Sir John Fielding’s, he vo-
Juatarily acknowledged himself guilty of the horrid
. fact, and was committed to Newgate in order to take
Bis trial 3¢ the ensuing " essions at the Old Bailey ;
his owa cenfession being corroborated by very strong
eircpmstantial evidence, he was found guilty, and
santenced to be executed.  'While he was under sen-
tence of death, his hebaviour was decent and peni-
weatial.  He suffered 32 Tybunin on the 26th of Fe- -

- S byuary,

o,
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Hounslow Heath.

BLANDY, MARY, (rarriCIDE,) was thet
only-daughter of Mr. Francis Blandy, an eminent
attorney at Henley upon Thames, and town-clerk of’
that place. She had been educated with the utmost-
tenderness, and every possible care was taken to-’
impress on her mind sentiments of virtue and re-+
ligian. Her person had nothing in it remarkably.
engaging; but she was of a sprightly and affable:
disposition, polite in manners, and engaging in con-r
versation; and was uncammonly distinguished by’
her good sense. She had read the best authors in:
the English language, and had a memory remarkably-
retentive of the knowledge she had acquired. Ina’
word, she excelled most of her sex in those aecom-
plishments which.are calculated to grace and dignify-
the female mind. As her father was reputed to be:
rich, a number of young gentlemen courted his ac=!
quaintance, with a view to obtain the heart of -his!
daughter; but of all the visitors none  were more:
agreeable, both to father and daughter, than the:
gentlemen of the army ; and the former was never:
better pleased than when he had some of them at*
his table. At the age of twenty-six, Miss:Blandy:
becamne acquainted with Capt.. Wm. Henry Cran-*
staun, who was then ahbout forty-six. - He was the .
son of Lord Cranstoun, of an ancient Scotch family,:
which had made great alliances, by intermarriages:
with the nobility of S¢otland. . Being a youngert
brother, his uncle, Lord Mark Ker, procused him'a.
commission in the army, which, with the friterest of>
1500l. was all he had for his support.  This gentle<’
man marricd a2 Miss . Murray, in Scotlind, in the
year 1745, and received a handsome fortune with.
her; but he was dsfective in the greatanticle os pros’

. €NCCe
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dence. His wife was defivered of a son within g
year after the marriage; and-about this period he
reccived ordersto join his regiment in England, and
Was sent on a recruiting party to Henley, when he
became acquainted with Mis: Blandy. It may seem
extraordinary, and is, perhaps, a proof of Cran.’
stoun’s art, that he could ingratiate himself into the
affections of this lady, for his person was diminutive:
be was marked with the pox, his face was in
seams, and he squinted very much: but he
that taculty of small talk, which is too prevalent
with many of the fair sex. Mr. Blandy, who was
acquainted with Lord Mark Ker, was ford of being
decmed a man of taste, and 0 open to flattery, that'
it is not to be wondered at that a man of Cran-
stoun’s artifice ingratiated himself into his favour,
and obtained permission to pay his addresses to the
danghter. Apprehending that Miss Blandy might
discover that ke had a wife in Scotland, he informed
her that be was involved in a disagreeable law-suit
in that eountry, with a young lady who claimed him
" asa husband; and so sure was he ot the interest he
had obtained in Miss Blandy's.affections, that he
had the confidence to ask her- if she loved him well
enough to wait the issue of the affair. She told him,
that if her father and mother approved of her stay-
_ ing for him, she had no objection. Cranstoun en-
deavoured to conduct this amour with all possible
secrecy - notwithstanding which, it came to the
know. of Lord Mark Ker, who wrote to Mr,
Blandy, informing him the captain had a wife and
children in Scotland, and conjuring him to. preserve.
his daughter from ruin. Alarmed by this intelli-
gence, Mr. Blandy imformed his daughter of it 5 but
she did not seem cqually affected; as Cranstoun’s
former declaration had prepared her to cxpeet so:ln:
. s s
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such news; and when the old gentleman taxed Cran<
stoun with it, he declared it was obly an affair of
g:lglmtry, from which he should have no difficulty to

himsch. Mrs. Blandy appears to have been
wnder as great a degree of infatuation as her daugh<
ter; for sh¢ forbore all farther enquiry, on the cap-
fain’s bare assurance that the report of his marriage
was false. Cranstoun, however, could not be equally
easy : he saw the necessity of devising some scheme
to get hisfirst marriage annulled, orof bidding adiew
to all the gratifications lve could promise himsclf by

 asecond. After revolving various schemes in his

mind, he at length wrote to his wife, requesting her
to disown him for a husband; observing that,
¢ having no other way of rising to preferment but
in the army, he had but little ground to expect ad-
vancement there, while it was known he was incum-
bered with 3 wife and family; but could he once
s for asingle man, he had not the least doubt of
ing quickly preferred: which would procure him
a sufficiency to maintain her, as well as himself, in
a genteeler manner than now he was able todo. Al
therefore (added he) I have to request of you, is,
that .you will tran-cribe the inclosed copy of a Jet.

. ter, wheréin you disown me for a husband; put

your maiden name to it, and send it by the post :
all the use I shall make of it will be to procure my
advancement, which will necessarily inclode your
own benefit.”” Mrs. Cranstoun, ill as she had beent
treated by her husband, and little hope as she had'
of more gencrous usage, was, after repeated letters
had passed, induced to give up her claim, and atl
Jength sent him the requested paper, signed Murray,
which was her maiden name. The captain, now

ssed of this letter, made some copies of it, whicht
K: sent to his wife's relations, and hisown; the con4
sequence
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sequence of which was that they withdrew the as-
sistance’ they had afforded the lady, which re-
duced her to an extremity she had never before ex-
perienced.  Exclusive of this, be instituted a suit.
before the lords of sessien, for the dissolution of thy
martriage; but when Mrs, Cranstoun was heard,
and the letters read, the artful contrivance was seen
through, the marriage was confirmed, and Cran-
stoun was adjudged to pay the expenses of the trial-
At the next sessions Capt. Cranstoun preferred a
petition, desiring to be heard by council, on new
evidence which it was pretended had arisen respect-
ing Miss Murray. This petition, after some hesita-
tien,was heard; but the issue was, that the marriage
was again confirmed, and Cranstoun was ohliged
to allow his wife a separate naintenance. Still,
however, he paid' his addresses to Miss Blandy with
the same fervengy as before; which coming to the
- knowledge of Mrs, Granstoun, she sent her the de-
cree of the court of session, establishing the validity

of the marriage. It is reasonable to supp se, that .

this would have convinced Miss Blandy of the er<

roneous path in which she was treading. On this -

occasion she consulted her mother ; and Cranstoun
having set out for Scotland, the old lady advised
het to write to him, to know the truth of the affair.
‘Absurd as this advice was, she wrote to him-; but,
soon after the receipt of her letter, he returned to
Henley, when he Kad impudence enough to assert
that the cause was not finally determined, but would
be referred to the House of Lords. Mr. Blandy
gave very little credit to this assertion; but his cre-

ulous wife assented at once to all he said, and treat-
<d him with as much tenderness as if he had been
her own son.  Mrs. Blandy and her daughter having
esome to Londom, the former wanted 40l. to dis-

4 . charge
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charge a debt she had contracted unknown to her
husband; and Cranstoun coming into the room
while the mother and daughter were weeping over
their distresses, he demanded the reason of their
-grief 5 of which being informed, ‘he left them, and
soon returning with the: requisite sum, he threw it
into the old lady’slap. Charmed by this apparent ge-
nerosity, she burst into tears, and squeczed his hand
fervently: on which he embraced -her, and said,
¢ Remember, it is a son; therefore do not make
yourself uneasy: you do not lie under any obliga-
tion to me.” Of this debt of forty pounds, ten
f:unds had been contracted by the ladies while in
ndon,” for expehses in consequence of their plea-
sures; and the other thirty by expensive treatsgiven
to Cranstoun at Henley, during Mr. Blandy's ab-
sence. Soon after this Mis. Blandy died; and
Cranstoun complaining of his fear of being ar-
rested for the gmy pounds, the young Iad'x. bor-
rowed that sum, which she gave him ; and mad¢ him
a present of her watch; so that he was a gainer by
his . former generosity. - Mr. Blandy began now to
evince his disapprobation of Captain Cranstoun’s
visit3: but he contrived fo have secret interviews
with the daughter, to whom he complained of the
father’s ill-treatment ; insinuating that he had a e+
thod of conciliating his esteem ; and that when he
arrived in Scotland ﬁe would send her some powders
proper for the purpose; on which, to prevent suspi-
cion, he would write powders to clean the Scotch peb-
bles. It does not appear that the young lady had
any idea that the powders he was to send her were
of a poisonous nature, She seems rather to-have
been infatuated by her love; and this is the only ex-
cuse that can be made for her subsequent conduct,
. which appears otherwise totally inconsistent with
VOL, L H dat
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that good sense for which she was celebrated. €ran
stoun sent her the powders, according to promise’s
and Mr. Blandy being indisposed on the Sunday
sc’nnight before his death, Susan Gunnel, a maid
servant, made him some water-gruel, into which Miss
Blandy conveyed some of the powdet, and gave itto
- her father; and repeating this draught en the fol-
lowing day, he was tormented with the most violent -
pains in his bowels. When the old gentleman’s dis-
order increased, and he was attended by a physician,
his daughter came into his room, and falling en het
knees to her father, said, *¢ Banish me where you
please; do with me what you please, so you do but.
" forgive me; and as for Cranstoun, I will never sce
him, speak to him, or write te him, as long as I live,
if you will but forgive me.”” In reply te this, the
father said, ¢ I forgive thee, my dear, and I hope
God will forgive ; but thou sheuldst have eonsidered
before thou attemptedst any thing afninst thy fa- -
ther: thou shouldst have considered I was thy o
father.® Miss Blandy now acknowledged that she
had put powder in his gruel, but that it was for an
Innocent purpose : on which the father, turning in
his bed, said, ¢ O such a villain! to eome to my
house, eat of the best, and drink of the best my
house could afford ; and i return take away my life,
dand ruin my daughter. OY my dear, thou must
hate that man.”* The young lady replied, ¢ Sir,
every word you say is like a swesd piercing to my
heart; more severe than if you were angry: I must
kneel, and beg you will not curse me.>* . "¢¢ I curse
thee, my dear I>* rejoined her father; * how couldst
thou think I would curse thee? No, I bless thee, '
and Lope God wil] -bless thee, and amend thy.life.
Do, my dear, goout of the room; say nomore, lest
thou shouldst say any thing .to thy own prejudice.
! Ge

’
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Go to thy uncle Stephens; and take him for thy
friend : mani I am sorry for him."” Mr.
Blandy .dying in conscquence of , his illness, it was
suspected that his daughter bad eccasioned his death
whereupon she was taken into custody, and com- -
itted to the gaol at Oxford. She was tried on the
3d of March, 1752, before Mr. Baron Legge ; and
after many witnesses had been called to give evi-
dence of her guilt, she was desired to make her de-
fence, which she did ia the following speech :

¢ MY LORD, : .

¢¢ It is morally impassible for me to lay down the
hardships I have received—I have been aspersed in
wmy character. In the first place, it bas been said I
spoke ill of my father; that 1 have cursed him, and
wished him at hell ; which isextremely false. Some-
times little family affairs have happened, and he did
mot speak to me so kind as I could wish. I ewn I
am passionate, my lord ; and in those passions some
basty expresions might have dropped: but great
care has been taken to recollect every: word I have
spoken at different times, and to apply them to such
particular purposes as my enemies knew would do
me the greatest injury. These are hacdships, my
dord, such as yourself must allow to be so. It was
sid too, my iord, that I endeavoured to make my
escape.  Your lordship will judge from the difficul-
ties I laboured under : [ had lost iny father;—I was
accysed of being his murderer ;—I was not permit-
ted to go near him ;~—1I was forsaken by my friends
»-affronted by the mob-—and insulted by my servants.
Althaugh I begged to have the liberty to listen at
the door where he died, 1 was not allowed it. My
keys were taken fram me; my shoe-buckles and
garters tao~to prevent me from making away with .
.. . . H2 _ myself,
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mysslf, as though I was the most abandoned crea-
ture. What could Ido, my lord? I verily believe
I must have beén out of my sentes, When 1 heard
my father wasdedd, I ran out of the house, and over
the bridge, and had nothing on but an haif sack and
petticoats, without a hoop—my petticoats hanging
about me ;—the mob gathered about me. Was
this a coudition, my lord, to make my escape in?
A good woman beyond the bridge, secing me in this
distress, desired me to walk in, till the mob was dis-
persed : the town serjeant was there; I begged he
would take me under his protection, to have sent me
home: the woman said it was not proper, the mob
was very great, and that I had better stay a little,
When I came home, they said I used the constable
ill. I was locked up for fifteen hours, with onily an-
old servant of the family. to attend me. 1 was not
allowed a maid for the common decencies of my sex.
I was sent to gaol, and- was in hopes there at Jeast
this usage mﬁ; have ended; butwas told, it was.
reported I'was frequently drunk ; that. I attempted
to make my escape; that I did not attend at chapel.
A more abstemious woman, my lord, I believe, does
not live. Upon the report of my making my escape,
the gentleman who was high sheriff last year (not the
present) came and told me, by order of the higher
powers, he must put an iron on me.  I'submitted,
as I always do, to the bigher powers. Some time
after he came again, and said he must put an hea-
vier upon me ; which I have worn, my lord, till I
came hither. I asked the sheriff why I was so iron-
ed?' He said, he did it by the command of some
noble peer, on his hearing that I intended making
my escape. I told them I never had any such
thought, and I woeld bear it with the other cruel

usage I had received on my character. The l;;v.
. . : r,
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Mr. Swinton, the worthy ¢lergyman who attended
_me in prison, can testify I was regular at the chapel,
whenever I was well; sometimes I'really was not
able to come out, and then he attended me in my
room. They have likewise published papers and
depositions, which ought not to have been published,
- in order to repgesent me as the most abandoned of
my sex, and to prejndice the world against me.: I
submit myself to your lordships, and to the worthy
jury.—I'do assure your lordship, as I am to answer
it at the great tribunal, where I must appear, I am
as innocent as the child unborn of the death of my
father. T would not endeavour to save my life, at
the expense of truth. I really thought the powder
an innocent, inoffensive thing ; and I gave it to pro-
cure his love (meaning towards Cranstoun). It has
‘een mentioned, ‘I should say I was ruined. M
lord, when a young woman loses her character, is
Tot that ber ruin? Why then should this expres-

sion be construed in so wide a sense? Is it not ruine .

ing my character to have such a. thing-laid to m
charge? And whatever may be the event of this
trial, I am ruined most effectually.” * :

‘The trial lasted eleven hours, and then the judge
summed up the evidence with the utmost candour,
mentioning the scandalous behaviour of some people
respecting the prisoner, in printing and publishing
what they called depositions taken before the coro-
ner, relating to the affair before'them: to which he
added, ¢ I hope you have not ‘scen them; but if
you have, I must tell you, as you are men of sense
-and probity, that yoo must divest yourselves of every
prejudice that can- arise from thence, and attend
* merely to the evidence that has been now given.™
The jury found *her guilty without going. out of
. H 3 ) court.

- ¢
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court. After conviction, she behaved with the ut.
most decency and resignation. She was attended by
the Rev. Mr. Swinton, from whose hands she re- -
ceived the sacrament on the day before her execu-
tion, declaring that she did not know there was any
thing hurtful in the powders she had given her fa-
ther.® The night before her death she spent in de-
votjon; and at pine in the morning she Jeft her
apartment, dressed in a black bombazine, and hav.
dng her arms bound with black ribbons. The cler~
gyman_ attended her to the place of execution, to
which she walked with the utmost solemnity of de-
ortment ; and, when there, acknowledged her fault
3n administering the powders to her father; but de-
clared that, as she must soon appear before the most
awful tribupal, she had no idea of doing injury, nor
any syspicion that the powders were of a poisonous
nature. Having ascended some steps of the ladder, .
+ she said, ¢ Gentlemen, don’t hang me high, for the
sake of decency.” Being desired to go something
higher, she turned about, and expressed her appre-
hensions that she should fall, The rope being put
round her.neck, she pulled “her hand erchief over
her face, and was turned off on holding out a book
of devotions which she had been reading. The crowd
of spectators assembled on this occasion was im-
mense ; and, when she had hung the usual time, she
was cut down, and the body being put into a hearse,

* Had Miss Blandy not been a woman of mental
endowments, this aweakness might have been be-
leved ; yet we must acknowledge that the artifice
of a libertine can impose upon the most sensible of
the sex.  'What a pity that the deluder did not suf-
fer instead of the deluded l—-EDyTO8.

' T was
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was conveyed to Henley, and interred with her pa-
rents, at one o'clock on the following morning.
She suffered at Oxford, on.the 6th of April, 1752.
Cranstoun, the original contriver of this horrid
morder, having heard of Miss Blandy’s commits
ment to Oxford gaol, concealed himself some time
in Scotland, and then escaped to Boulogne in
France. Meeting there with Mrs. Ross, who was
distantly related to his family, he acquainted her
with his situation, and begged her protection: on
which she advised him to change his .name for her
maiden name of Dunbar. Some .officers in the
French service, who were related to his wife, hear-
ing of his concealment, vowed revenge if they
should meet with him, for his cruelty to the un-
happy woman : on which he fled to Paris, whence
he went to Furnes, a town in Flanders, where Mrs,
Ross had provided a lodging for his reception. He
had not been long at Fumnes, when he was seized
with a severe fit of illness, which brought him to a
degree of reflection, to which he had been' long a
stranger. At length, he sent for a father belonging
to an.adjacent convent, and received absolution trom
his hands, on declaring himself a convert to the
Roman faith. He died on the 3bth of November,
1753, and the fraternity of monks and friars looked
on his conversion as an object of such importance,
‘that solemn mass was sung on the occasion, and the
body was followed to the grave, not only by the
ecclesiastics, but by the magistrates of the town,
His papers were sent.to Scotlaud, to his brother,
Jord Cranstoun: his clothes were sold for the dis-
charge of his debts § and his wife came into ‘posses-
sion of the interest of his fortune (fifteen hundred

sounds.) -
pe . BLASTOCK,
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BLASTOCK, EDWARD. Se¢ Toox, Jorn. .

BLEWIT, WILLIAM. See DicKkEeNsoN, E.*

BOLTON, JOHN, (MURDERER,) was of a
good family, and well educated. He served for
some time in the army, and was distinguished by his
Fallant behaviour ; but dismissed from the military
ive of life in consequence of the peace of 1763.
While in the army, and on a recruiting party in
Yorkshire, he became acquainted’ with a young
Iady, who possessing'a moderate estate in her own
right, he married her after he quitted the service,
and turned farmer. By this marriage he had six
children, some of whom were living at the time of
his death ; and in this station he continued happily
for about ten years. Near his place of residence was
the village of Ackworth, in which was a house,
where the poor of several parishes were maintained
by contract. From this house, in the year 1768,
he took as apprentices a boy named Emanuel
Bowes, and a girl of ten years old, called Elizabeth
Rainbow. The girl grew up in his service, and was
remarkable for her bea’ul;y, a circumstance very un-
fortunate for herself, as it induced her master to se-
duce her; when he found that the girl was with
child, he went to - York and purchased a medicine,
" in order to procure an abortion ; which medicire
having been administered to the young woman, she
was thrown into violent convulsions, but the
strength of her constitution effectually combating
the potion, she advanced in her pregnancy without
any appearance of having received t§e least injury.
Bolton, alarmed lest his intercourse with the girl
should be known to his wife and family, formed the
shocking resolution of murdering her who had fal-
len a victim to his seductive artifices : and on Sun-
. - - day

4
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day the 21st of -August, 1774, Mrs. Bolton having
taken one of her children on a visit to a lady who
Jived at two miles distance; and there being no
Emns in the house but Emanuel Bowes, Elizabeth
ainbow, and a child of six years old, who was sick:
in bed, he considered this as the proper time for
perpetrating the crime on which he had previously
resolved.  He therefore sent the boy to fetch a cow
doctor, to look at a beast that was presumed to be
disordered. The bay returned in about two hours,
and finding the door fast, went to an adjoining
field, and put a horse to grass; after which he
knocked at the door, and his master. letting him in,
told him, that ¢ Elizabeth Rainbow had run away,
and left most of her clothes behind her.”” The boy.
was surprised at this intelligence, and some near
neighbours said, that the girl had not left the house
thatday; and a woman, who had been to.the house
to pay for milk, declared, that she had given the.
money to Rainbow, on account of the absence of her
mistress. Mrs. Bolton, returning at seven at night,
observed, that her husband appeared to be very un-
easy, and enquired into the cause of it; to which
he only answered, that the girl bad gone away, and
Jeft her clothes on a table in the dining room.
‘Whether Mrs. Rolton was, or was not, suspicious of
her husband’s criminal connection with the girl
cannot be ascertained, but certain it is,. that a vio-
lent quarrel ensucd on this occasion. Aboutten
days after this, the neighbours having suspected
that murder had been committed, upon application
to a magistrate, a warrant was granted for the ap-
prehension of Bolton. The latter, having had some
intimation of this proceeding, went to the justice,
and told him, that the report intended to prejudice
him was circulated with 2 malicigus view to 'inj‘\‘!_m
. . is
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. his character. On this the justice told Bolton to
attend him in the afternoon, when the constable
would be present ; instead of which Bolton went
home, and, packing up some plate, set off for York,
whither he was followed by the constable, who ap-
prehended him, and carrying him before a justice of.
the peace, he was lodged in prison. On the trial,
which came on at the ensning assizes, it appeared,
that when Bolton had sent the boy for the cow-doc-
tor, he took the girl into the-cellar, and strangled
ber with a cord, which he drew round her neck,
placing a fife within the cord 30 as to twist it to &
proper tightness. On the succeeding Monday, he
directed Emanuel Bowes to wheel several barrows
filled with' rubbish iuto the cellar, as it had been

. overflowed with water, which furnished bim with a
very plausible pretence for the concealment of his
guilt, which he presumed would now remain undis-
covered. At length the body of the deceased was
found under the rubbish in the cellar; and the coro=

. ner's inquest, being summoned on the occasion,

ve a verdict of wilful murder: on which Mr,
Jolton was committed to the castle of York. The
evidence on his trial was deemed so conclusive, that
the jury did not hesitate to find him guilty; in
consequence of which he received sentence of death.
During his trial, be behaved with uncommon effron+
tery ; and when the judge had passed sentence on
%im, he turned to the court, and declared he was in-
mocent, On the following day a clergyman went
to him, with a charitable view, to prepare his mind
to enable him to sopport himself with decency in the

, arduous trial he had to undergo, and to prepare for
the awful event that was so soon to await him.—
8till, however, he persisted that he was innocent of
the alledged crime: and when-the officers of justice

v ‘ . P went
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went the next'morning to convey him to the place

of execution, they found that, by banging him.

:lf, (March 29, 3775,) he had prevented their
esign.

BRANCH, ELIZ——BRANCH, MARY,
(MURDERERS,) mother and daughter; the former
was a native of Philips-Norton, in Somersetshire,
and was distinguished from her childhood by the
cruelty of her disposition, which encreased with her
encreasing years, and frequently discovered itself
on various occasions. Her parents observing with
regret this ferocity of temper, told her that she would
sever get a husband unless she changed her con-
duct. This seemed for a while to have some in-
fluence on her; and having been addressed by a
gentleman-farmer, named Branch, a marriage took
. place ; but the husband soon found what an unfor-

tunate choice he had made ; for his wife no sooner
came into possession of her matrimonial power, than
she began to exercise her .tyraﬁhy on her servants,
whom she treated with undeserved, and unaccount-
able cruelty, frequently denying them the common
mecessaries of life, and sometimes turping them out |
of doors at night, in the midst of winter ; however,
their wages in these cases were sent them by Mr.
Branch, who was as remarkable for his humanity and
justice, as his wife for the opposite characteristics.
Mary Branch, the daughter, was aw exact resem-
blance of her mother in disposition. Mr. Branch
dying, and leaving an estate of about three hundred
pounds a year, he was no sooner buried than all the
servants quitted ‘the family, determided not to live
with ‘so tyrannical a mistress; and her character
became so notorfous, that she could obtain no ser~
- vants but poor creatures who were put out by the
parish, or casual vagrants who strolled the country 5
T among,
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among theése'was Jane Buttersworth, a poor girl whe
had been placed with them by the parish-officers;
and for the wilful murder of whom, the mother and
daughter were indicted at the assizes held at Taun-
ton in Sometsetshire, in March 1740. Aun Somers,
the dairy-maid, deposed, that the deceased having
been sent for some yeast, and staying longer-than
was necessary, excused herself to her old mistress on
her return, by telling a lie; on which the daughter
struck her violently on the head with her fist, and
pinched her ears. Then both of them threw her on
the ground, and the daughter kneeled on her neck,
while the mother whipped her with twigs till the
blood ran on the ground, and the daughter takin
off one of the girl’s shoes, beat her with it in a cruel
manner. The deceased cried for mercy, and, after
. some struggles, ran into the parlour, whither they '-
followed her, and beat her with broomsticks till she
fell down senseless, after which the daughter threw
a pail of water on her, and used her with other cir~
eumstauces of cruelty too gross to mention. So-
mers now went out to milk her cows, and on her re-
turn, at the expiration of half an hour, found her
mistress sitting by the fire, and the girl lying dead
on the floors but she observed that a clean cap had
been put on her head since she went out, and that
the blood had ran through it.- Saying she believed
the girl was dead, the old mistress gave her abusive
language: and the deceased being put to bed, So-
mers was ordered to lie with her; which she was.
obliged to comply with, in the fear of being treated
- in a manner equally cruel. Somers was not suffered
to go out on the following day: and at night the
body was privately buried. This transaction, ad-
ded to the character of the mistresses, having raised
a suspicion in the neighbourhood, a warrant was ul:‘i
. s
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‘dued by the coroner to take up the body, and an
inquest being made into the cause of the girl’sdeathy
.. M. Salmon, 2 surgeon, declared that she had re-
ceived . several wounds, almost any one of which
would have proved mortal. The defence made by
- the prisoners on their trial was, that the praoscoution
- was malicious; for that the deceased had been sub-
.Ject to fits, in one of which she fell down, and re-
" ceived the bruises which occasioned her death: but
bringing no proofsin support of this allegation, the
.Jury found them ‘guilty, and they were sentenced to
+die. After conviction they entertained great hopes
of a pardon ; and presented a petition to the judge;
but all the favour they could obtain was a. respite
for five weeks, in consideration that Mrs. Branch
might have some temporal affaits to settle. The
mother appeared for some time little concerred
-under her misfortunes; but the daughter lamented
her unhappy fate, and begged the prayers of every
‘one whom she saw. A scrmon was preached to
-them on the night before their execution ; which
scemed to have a great effect on the mother, who
now began scriouSy to reflect on her approaching -
exit ; and both of them made due preparation for
-death. As the country people were violently en-
raged against them, they were conducted to the
place of execution between three and four in the
morning, attended only by the gaoler and about
balf a dozen people, lest they should have been torn
in pieces.  When they arrived at Ivelchester, in
‘Somersetshire, the gallows had been previously cut
down, on which a carpenter was sent for, who im-
mediately put up another ; and they weie executed

. before six o'clock, to the disappointment of thou-
sands, who had come from all parts of the country,
. X to

’
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to witness the exit of two such unworthy clm‘ﬁhu. :
They suffered May 3, 1740. ) -
BRANNING, RICHARD. See PouLTESR,

OHN.
Y BRETT, JOHN, (FORGERY,) was the son of .
a clergyman in the north of Ireland, and, having
received an excellesit education, obtained an ensiga’s
commission in the forty-ninth regiment of foot, o
the Irish establisment, whep he was about twenty
years of age. His disposition inclining him to feats
of armsy he distingnished himself so greatly at the
siege of Ticonderago, thathe was advanced to be a
lieutenant, and likewisc made adjutant’ of a regi-
ment. The regiment being ordered from America
to Jamaica, was stationed there some years; and |
in this island he married a gentleman’s daughter,
with whom he received a considerable fortune, and -
by whom he bhad two children. The regimeat re-
maining in a state of inactivity, he was at a losshow
to dispose of his time, and thereupon took to a habit
of gaming, which incurred the censure of his father- .
in-law, who blamed him for a conduct so inconsis- .
tent with the interest of his family. Domestic quac-
rels ensued, and Brett wished for an opportunity of
returning to Europe. Deserters from the regiments
in Great Britain, and sometimes persons who have
been capitally convicted, were sent to serve in regi-
ments in the West Indies; and the officers on duty
there went in rotation to England, to examine such
persons before they were sent over.  It-happened at.
this period, the officer appointed to sail to the port
of London wished rather to remaip in Jamaica;
and Brett making application to go in his stead, his
request was.complied with ; accordingly he sailed in
& man of war, which landed him at Portsmouth.
Going
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Going immediately to London, he associated with a
set of gamblers, who soon stripped him of his own
moncy, and likewise of some . cash with which he
was entrusted on behalf of the regiment to which he
belonged. Thus distressed by his imprudence, he
endeavoured to borrow money to make up his loss ;
but, failing in all bis applications, he determined on
the’ commission -of forgery ; whereupon he wrote
the following letter to Messrs. Frazier, Wharton,
and Mullison, merchants in London :

 GENTLEMEN,

' 8 This goes by a St. Eustatia vessel, by one Mr.
Richard Horton, a purser of a man of war, whose
bills upon you, to the amount of one thousand

wineas sterling, ¥ must request the favour of you to

wr, and you may depend that I shall soon send
YOUu proper remittances on that account. I haveno
more 1o add at present, but to desire you will be
kind enough to comply with 'this, as it will not only
be of service to him, but to myself likewise ; and in
.30 deing you will very much oblige
te %ut humble servant,

" WALTER PRINGLE.™

* “This letter was dated from the West Indies, but
not written in Mr. Pringle’s hand ; a circumstance
that gave some suspicion to the gentlemen to whom
7t was directed ; who were surprised that the person
in whose favour it was drawn did not deliver the
Tetter himself, but sent it by the post. It was there-
fore resolved not to accept any biils in consequence
of the letter. A few days at}t’cmards they received
the following bill ¢ '

12 " ¢ GENe
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. ¢ QENTLEMEN, . MARCH 18, 1761.
¢« Twenty days after sight please to pay to Mr.
* William Huggins, or order, sol. and charge the
same to the account of William Pringle, Esq. of
St. Christopher’s, merchant, as per advice you will
find by a letter of credit in my favour, by Waiter
Pring{c.
RicHarD HoRToN.™:

As it was known that no packet had arrived about
that time from the West Indies, little doubt re-
mained but that a forgery had been committed ;’
wherefore the merchants determined to make the
most cautious enquiry. Oun the Monday following
a gentleman, named Huggins, called for the bill, on
which Mr. Mullison asked him how he came by ite

- He acknowledged to have received it, in his shop,
of a person who would call again. Hereupon- a
peace-officer was employed to attend ‘at Mr. Hug-
gins's house ; and two days afterwards Brett came,
and being carried before Sir John Fielding, he ac-
knowledged the forgery, not only of the bill, bu¢ of.
the letter of credit: on which he was committed to *
Newgate. Being brought to trial, he pleaded
¢ not guilty ;” but when Mr. Mullison had sworn
to the facts, he begged leave to retract his former
plea, and having remarked, that he had been ill-ad-
vised * by his attorney, said, ¢ I will not give the
court any'trouble to prove the name .Richard Her-
ton not to be his hand-writing : I have noghing to

* He was ot ill-advised. ‘Many who' have ac-
knowledged their guilt have been advised, even by.
the judge, to retract their confession. ED1TOR. '

sy
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but to plead guilty.” In consequence hereof
;l’e’rcceived srntenccg:’)f eath. Aft::qconviction he
behaved in the most contrite and penitent manner.
His father made all possible iritercession to obtain
the royal inercy for him, but in the mean time wrote
‘to him, advising him to make proper preparation for
‘that ignominious death which he had but too much
1eason to expect. Great interest was made to save
him, but in vain. On the day of execution he
was conveyed to Tyburm, with three other malefac-
tors, onc of whom was David Morgan, who had
been convicted of robbing Mr. Dobbison on Finch-
Jey-common. When at the place of execution, a
Tespite was brought for Morgan, just as the execu-
tioner was on the point of tying him -up. This
being received by the under-sherifl, be went into the
cart, saying, Which is Morgan 1 to which he
answered, *' My name is Morgan :** on which the
under-sheriff said, ¢ Loose him; take him away.'®
Morgan, now turning to Brett, sald, ¢ My re~
prieve "is come; fare you well:”” and they took
a most affectionate leave of each other, after which
Brett earnestly continued his devotions to the: lase
moment. Morgan’s repricve arose from the follow-
ing circumstance. He had stopped the above-men=
tioned Mr. Dobbison and Mr. Aukland in a’chaise.
Dobbison attempted to fire a blunderbuss at him,
but it flashed in the pan. On this Dobbison Begged
his life, to which Morgan replied, * God forbid I
should take away your life ; you know what I want ;
T am in necessity.” Mr. Aukland said, ¢ Allyou
car. desire of a gentleman js to ask your pardon 3
to which Morgan replied, *¢ I do not desire even
that.” Brett suffered at Tyburn, on the 12th of

une, 1761. .
June, 7 13 _ -~ BRIAN,
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- BRIAN, HERMAN JOHN, (INCENDIARY,
&c.) was a native of Dully, a village in the baili-
wick of Morge, in the Canton of Berne in Switzer-
land, where he was born about the year 1683. He
left Switzerland while very young, and went to .
Geneva, where he lived in the service of a gentle-
man above four years, and then made the tour of
Italy with a person of fortune. On his arrival in
England, he lived in several reputable families for
the space of about three years, and last of all, for
bout two months, in that of Mr. Persuade, when
eing discharged, in about two days after he broke
open, plundered, and burned his dwelling-house ;
for which he was brought to trial, on the 16th of
October, 1707. It appeared in evidence, that the
bouse was made fast about ten at night, when the
family went to bed ; that Mrs. Persuade lhiad locked
up her gold watch, etwee case, chain, seventeen
guineas, &c. that waking about three in the morn~
ipg she smelt a fire, on which she left ber chamber,
and found a lighted flambeaux in the passage,which -
bad burnt the boards ; then opening a parlour dpor
the flames spread with such rapidity, that the family
had only time to preserve their lives. A poor wo-
man going by at the timé, and seein§ the smoke,
knocked at the door to alarm the family, and at
that instant saw 2 man come over the wall, (supposed
to be Brian,) who said to her, ¢“D—n you, are
you drunk 2 What do you do here, knocking at
people’s doors at this time »° and immediately he
went away. It likewise came out in evidence, -
that the prisoner had offered to sell the etwee-case to
Messrs. Stevenson and Acton, goldsmiths, for eight
pounds ; but they stopped it on suspicion that it
was stolen, and on inquiry, found to whom it be-
. longed.
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Jonged. ‘The prisoner afterwards returning to de-
mand it, they took him into custody, asd beir~ car-
yied before a magistrate, and searched,a dagger and
two pistols were found on him, It appeared from
the testimony of other evidences, that when the
_prisoner -quitted the service of Mr. Persuade, he
took a lodging in Soho, but was not at home on the -
night that the facts were committed ; and at noon
.on the following day he quitted this lodging, and
took another in Spitalfields, to which he conveyed
atrunk, a box, and a bundle, which were found to
contain part'of Mr. Persuade’s effects. It likewise
appeared, that he had sold a fowling. piece and two
rnols, which were stolen from Mr. Persuade. On
his trial he denied every thin% that was alledged
lfainst him ; asserting, that he bought all the goods
of a stranger ; but as headduced nothing like proof
in support of this assertion, the jury found him
guilty, without thc least hesitation. While under
sentence of death, he steadily denied being guilty of
the offences of which he had been convicted, and
seflected on the prosecutor, magistrates, witnesses,
and jury; persisting in a declaration of his inno-
cence to the last moment of his life ; however, the
circumstances against him were so unusually strong,
that not the least credit could be given to his decla-
ration. He made repeated attempts to escape out
of Newgate, by unscrewing and filing off his irons ;
but being detected herein,ie was properly stcured
till the time of his execution: and when asked by
the ordinary of Newgate, how he could waste his
Pprecious time in such fruitless attempts, he answer-
¢d, that ¢ Life was sweet, and that any other man
a3s well as_himself would endeavour to save it if he
. could.”” He suffered in St. James’s street, before

. Mr. Persuade’s house, on the 24th of October, 1707
an
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and was afterwards hung in chains near the gravel-
pits at Acton. -

BRINSDEN, MATTHIAS, (MURDERER,)
served his time to a Mr. Beech, 2 cloth-drawer in
Blackfriars, whose successoty Mr. Byﬁeld‘, Jeft the
business to Brinsden, who married- Byfield’s widow.

- “Having buried this wife, he married a second, by
whom he Irad ten children; the eldest of whom were
brought up to werk at his business. Ih conse-
quence of a severé fever, during which he Wwas de-
‘prived of his -senses; and tled downto His bed, his
trade entirely failed : and on his-recovety he cartied
newspapers, and did any ether business he could to
support his family. Going home about nitfe o’¢lock
one evening, his wife, who was sitting on a bed,
suckling’a young child, asked him what she should
have for supper; to which he answered, ¢ bread .
4nd cheese—Can’t you ¢at that as wel as the chil-
dren ™ She replied, ¢ No, I want a bit of meat.”
8¢ But,”* said he, ¢¢ I have no thoney to buy any.™
¥n answer to which she said, ¢ You khow I have
had but little to-day:*’ and some farther words ari-
sing' between them, he stabbed hér under the left
breast with a knife. The deed was no sooner pete

trated than one of the daughters snatched the in«

ant from the mother’s breast, and another cried
dut, %<0 Lot father, you have killed my mos
ther.”  The prisoner now sent for sonr¢ bisilicon
and sugar, which he applied to the wound, and
then made his éscape. ~ A surgeon being sent for,
found that the wound was mortal ; and the ‘poor

- woman died soon aftet he “came, about half an hour
after the wound was given.  In the interim, the
murderer had retreated to the house of Mr: King, a
barber, at Shadwell, whence, on the foltowing day,
he sont-a letter to one of his danghters, and another

! 2 te
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to a woman of his acquaintance: and in conse.
quence of these letters he was discovered, taken into
custody, carried before a magistrate, and commit-
ted to take his trial for the murder. When on
trial, he urged in his defence, that his wife was in
some degree intoxicated, that she wantéd to go out
and drink with her companions, and that while he
endeavoured to hinder her, she threw herself against
the knife, and received an accidental wound. The
evidence against him was, however, so clear, that
his aliegations had no weight, and he received sen-
tence of death. After conviction he became serious
and resigned, and being visited by one of his daugh-
ters, who had given evidence against him, he took
ber in his arms, and said, ¢ God forgive me, I
have robbed ycu of your mother: be a good child,
and rather die than steal : never be in a passions
but curb your anger, and honour your mistress ; she
will be as a father and mother to you. Farewel, my
dear child : pray for your father, and think of him
as favourably as you can.’® On his way to the place
of execution, the same daughter was permitted togo
into the cart, to take her last farewel of him; a
scene that was greatly affecting to the spectators.
In contradiction to some .unfavourable reports, he
desired the ordinary of Newgate to read a declara-
tion he had written, just before he was launched into
eternity, of which the following is an extract:

¢¢ I was born of kind parents, who gave me learn-
ing: I went apprentice to a fine-drawer, I had
often jars, which might increase a natural waspishe
ness in my temper. I fell in love with Hannab, my
last wife, and afrer much difficulty won her, she
having five suitors courting her at the same time.
‘We had ten childien, (half of thei dead) and I be-
lieve we loved each ‘other dearly; but often qul:lxr&

» relle
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relled and fought. Pray, good people, mind, Thad
" mo malice against her, nor thought to kill her two
minutes before the deed ; but I designed only to
trake hét obey me thoroughly, which, the scripture
says, 4ll- wivés should do. ~This I thought I had
done, when I'cut her scull on Monddy, but she was
the same again by Tuesday.” -~
He suffered at-Tyburn, on the s4th of Septem-,
ber, 17230 " -
- BROUGHTON, THOS. §ee Desparp, E. M.
. BROWN, ——, Sec PouLTER, J.
' BROWNRIGG,. ELIZABETH, (MuURDE-
RER,)having beén a'servant to-a merchant in Good-
man's Fields, became the wife of Janjes Brownrigg,
2 plumber, who, aftér being seven yedrs in Greene
wich, came to London, and took 4 hotise in Flowere
de-Luce Qourt, Fleet-strcet, whére he carried on
donsiderable share of business, and had 4 little house
at Islington, for an oceasional retreat, This woman
Had-been the mother of sixteen children, and hiave
ing practised” midwifery, was -appsinted, by  the
overseers of the poor of. St. Dunstan’s parish, te
* #ake careof the poor-women who were taken in la-
bopr in the workhouse ; which duty she performed
to thesatisfaction of her ethployers. Mary Mitchell,
4 poor girl of the precinct of White Friars, was pue
dpptentice to Mrs. Brownrigg in the yéar 17653
and about the same time, Mary Jones, one of the
children of the Foundling-hospital, was likewise
‘Placed with her, in the same chpacity; and she had
.other apprentices: = As Mrs. Brownrigg received
pregnant women to lie-in privately, these gitls were
€aken with a view of saving the expense of women
servants. At first, the poor orphans were treated
with some degred of civility ; but this was soon
¢hanged -fot tht¢ most savage barbarity, Having.
3 . hid
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&uid Mary Jones across two chairs in the kitchen, she
whipped'ber with such wanton cruelty, that she was
occastonally obliged to desist from mere weariness,
‘This treatmment was frequently repeated ; and Mrs,
Browarigg used to throw water on*her when she had
done whipping -her,.and sometimés she wonld dip
her head inte a pail of water, - The room appointed
" for the girl to sleep in adjoined to the passage leading
to the strect-door, and as she had rqceived many
wounds on her head, shculders, and various parts of
her body, she determined wot to bear such treatment
any longer, if she conld effect her escape. Observe
ing that the key was left in the sticet door when the
family went to bed, she opened the door cautiously
one morning, and escaped . into the strect.. Thus
freed from her horrid confinement, she repeatedly
enquired her way to the Foundling-hospital till she
found . it, and was admitted, after desciibing in
what manner she had been treated, and shewing the
bruises she had received. The child having been
examined by a surgeon, who found her wounds to
bhe of a most alarming nature, the governors of the
hospital ordered Mr. Plumtree, their solicitor, to
write to James Brownrigg, threatening a prosecu-’
tion, if he did not give a proper reason for the seve-
rities exercised towards the child. No notice of this
having beentaken, and the governors of the hospita
thinking it imprudent to indict at common law, the
girl was discharged, in consequence of an applica-
tion to the chamberlain of London. The other girl,
Mary Mitchell, continued with her mistress for thia
space of a year, during which she was treated wit
equal cruelty, and she also resolved to quit her ser
vice. Having escaped out of the house, she wa
met in the street by the younger son of Brownrigg -

who forced her to return home, where her suffering
were
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- were greatly aggravated on account of her clope.
ment. In the interim, the overseers of the preciner
of White Friars bound Mary Clifford to Browarigg ;
nor was it long before she experienced similar cruel-
ties to those inflicted on the other poor girls, and
possibly still more severe. She was frequently tied
up na{ed, and beaten with a hearth-broom, a
horse-whip, ora cane, till she was absolutely speech-
less.  This poor girl having a natural infirmity, the
mistress would not permit her to lic in a bed, but
glnced her on a mat, in a coal-hole that was remarka«
ly cold ; however, after some time, a sack and a
uantity of straw formed her bed, instead of the matJ
uring her confinement in this wretched situation,
she had nothing to subsist on bur bread and water;
and her covering during the night consisted only of
her own clothes, so that she sometimes lay almost
perished with cold. On a particular occasion, when
she was almost starving through hunger, she broke
open a cupboard in search of food, but found it
empty; and on another occasion, she broke down
some boards, in order ta procure a draught of water.
Though she was thus pressed for the humblest ne
cessaries of life, Mrs. Brownrigg determined. to pu-
nish her with rigour for the means she had taken to
supply herself with them. On this, she caused the
girl to strip to the skin, and, during the course of a
whole day, while slie remained naked, she repeat-
edly beat her with the but-end of a whip. In the
course of this most inhuman treatment, a jack-chain
was fixed round her neck, the end of which was fas-
tened to the yard door, and then it was pulled as
tight as possible without strangling her. A day
being passed-in the practice of these savage barbari-
ties, the gir] was remanded to the coal-hole at night,
her hands being tied behind her, and the chain still
: .5 . . remaining
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remaining about her neck. The husband having
been obliged to find his wife's apprentices in weare
ing-apparel, they were repeatedly stripped naked,
and kept so for whole days, if their garments hap-
pPned to be torn. The elder son had frequently the
superintendance of these wretched girls; but this
was somctimes committed to the apprentice, who
declared, that she was totally naked one night when
he went to tie her up. The two. poor girls were
frequently so beaten, that their heads and shoulders
appeared as one general sore; and when a plaister
was applied to their wounds, the skin used tq peel
away. Sometimes Mrs. Brownrigg, when resolved
on uncominon severity, used to tie their hands with
acord, and draw them up to a water-pipe which
ran across the cieling in the kitchen ; but that giv-<
ing way, she desired her husband to fix a hook in the
beam, through which a cord was drawn, and their
arms being extended, she used to horsewhip them’
till she: was weary, and till the blood followed every
stroke. The elder son having one day directed Mary
Clifford to put up a half-tester bedstead, the poor
girl was unagle to do it ; on which, he beat her till
she could no longer support his severity ; and, at
another time, when the mother had been whipping
her in the kitchen till she was absolutely tired, the
son renewed the savage treatment. Mrs. Brownrigg
would sometimes seize the poor girl by the cheeks,
and forcing the skin down violently with her fingers, -
cause the blood to gush from her eyes. Mary Clif-
ford, unable to bear these repeated severities, come
rlained of her hard treatment to a French lady who
odged in the house; and she having represented the
impropriety of such behaviour to Mrs. Brownrigg,
the inhuman monster flew at the girl, and cut her
tongue in two places with a pair of scissars. On the

. K mogning
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morniig of the'r3th'of July; this barbarous woman
went- into the kitchen, and; after obliging Mary
Clifford to strip to the skin, drew her up to the sta-
gle, and, though her body was an entire sore, from
ormer bruises, yet this wretch renewed her cruclties
with her accustomed severity, After whipping her
till the blood strcamed down her body, she let her
down, and made her wash herself in a tub of cold
water ;' Mary Mitchell, the other poor girl, - being
present during this transaction. While Clifford was
washing herself, Mrs. Brownrigg struck her on the
shoulders, already sore with former bruises, with
the but-end of 2 whip; and she treated the child in
this manner five times in the same day. The poor
girl's wounds now began to shew evident signs of
mortification : her mother-in-law, who had resided
some time in.the country,’ came, about this time, to
town, and enquired after her. Being informed that
she was placed at Brownrigg’s, she went thither,
but was refused admittance by Mr. Brownrigg, who
even threatened to carry her before the lord mayor,
" if she came there to make farther disturbances.
Hereupon, the mother-in law was going away, when
Mrs. Deacon, wife of Mr. Deacon, baker at the
adjoining house, called her in, and informed her,
that she and her family had often heard moanings -
and groans issue from grownrigg‘s house, and that
she suspected the apprentices were treated with un-
warrantable severity. This good woman likewise
promised to exert berself to ascertain the truth. Ag
this juncture, Mr. Brownrigg, going to Hampstead
on business, bought a hog, which be sent home. -
‘The hog was put into a covered yard, having a sky-
Jight, which it was thought necessary to remove, in
- order to give air to the animal. As soon as it was

Known that the sky-light was removed, Mr. Deagon
. ordered
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ordered his servants to watch, in order, if possible,
to discover the girls. Deacon’s servant-maid, look-
ing from a window, saw one of the girls stoop-
ing down ; on which she called her mistress, and she
desired the attendance of some of the neighbours,
who having been witnesses of the shocking scene,
some men got upon the leads, aud dropped bits of
dirt, to induce the girl to speak to them ; but she
seemed wholly incapable. Hereupon, Mrs, Deacon
snt to the girl’s mother-in-law, who immediately
called upon Mr. Grundy, one of the oversters of St.
Dunstan’s, and represented the case, Mr. Grundy
and the rest of the overseers, with the women; went
and demanded a sight of Mary Clifferd; but
Brownrigg, “who had nick-named her Nan, told
them that he knew no such person, but if they
wanted to scc Mary (meaning Mary Mitchell), they
might, and accordingly produced her. Upon this,
Mr. Deacon’s servant declared, that Mary Mitchell
was not the girl they wanted. Mr. Grundy now
sent for a constable, to search the housej but no
discovery was then made. Mr. Brownsigg threat-
ened highly ; but Mr. Grundy, with the spirit that
became the offiter of a parish, took Mary Mitchell
with him to the workhouse, where, on Ke taking
off her leathern boddice, it stuck so fast to- her
wounds, that she shricked with the pain; but, on
being treated with great humanity, and told that
she should not be sent back to Brownrigg’s, she
ve an account of the horrid treatment that she and
aty Clifford had sustained, and confessed that she
had met the latter on the stairs just before they came
to the house. Herewpon, Mr. Grumdy and some others
returned to the house, to make a stricter search ; on
which, Brownrigg sent for a lawyer, in order to-in.
timidate them, and -even. threatened a prosecution
' : K32 unles
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unless they imniediately quitted the premises.” Un-
terrified by these threats, Mr. Grundy sent fora
coach to carry Brownrigg to the compter ; on which
the latter promised to produce the girl in half an
Hour, if the coach was crischarged. This being con-
sented to, the girl was produced from a cupboard,
under a beaufet in the dining room, after a pair of
shoes, which young Brownrigg had in his hand du-
ring the proposal, had been put upon her. It isnot.
in language to describe the miserable appearance
this poor girl made ; almost her whole body was ul-.
cerated. Being taken to the workhouse, an apo-
_thecary was sent for, who pronounced her to be in
danger. Brownrigg was conveyed toWood-street
compter; but his wife and son made their ¢scape,
taking with them a gold watch and some money.
Mr. Brownrigg was now carried before Mr. alder-
man Crosby, who fully committed him, and ordered
the girls to be taken to St. Bartholomew’s hospital,.
where Mary Clifford died, within a few days; and
the coroner’s inquest being summoned, found a ver--
dict of Wilful Murder against James and Elizabeth
Brownrigg, ind John their son. In the mean time,
Mrs. Brownrigg and her son shifted from place to
place in London, bought clothes in Rag-fair to dis-
guise themselves, and then went to Wandsworth,.
where they took lodgings in the house of Mr. Dun--
bar, who kept a chandler’s shop. This chandler
happening to read a newspaper on the 15th of Au-
gust, saw an advertisement which so clearly de-
scribed his lodgers, that he had no doubt but they
were the murderers. On thjs, he went to London
the next day, which was Sunday, and going to:
church, sent for Mr. Owen; the churchwarden, to
attend him in the vestry, and gave him such a de-
scription of the parties, that Mr, Owen deshie)c: Mr, -
o . acon

i
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Deacon and Mr. Wingrave, a constable, to go to
Wandsworth, and make the necessaty enquiry. On
their arrival at Dunbar’s house, they ‘}ound the
wretched mother and son ih a room by themselves,
who evinced great agitation at this discovery. A
eoach being procured, they were conveyed to Lon.
don, without any lﬂl:oerson in Wandsworth having
knowledge of the affair, except Mr. and Mrs. Dun<
bar. At the ensuing sessions at_the Old Bailey, the
father, mother, and son, were indicted ; when Eli-
zabeth Brownrigg, after a trial of eleven hours, was
found guilty of murder, and ordered for execution ;
but the man and his son, being acquitted of the
higher charge,® were detained, to take their trials
for a misdemeanour, of which they were convicted,
and imprisoned for six months. After sentence of
death was passed qn Mrs. Brownrigg, she was ate
tended by a clergyman, to whom she confessed the
enormity of her crime, and acknowledged the justice
of the sentence By which she had been condemned.
The parting between her and ler hu«band and son,
on the morning of her execution, was affecting be-
yond description: ‘The son falling on his knees, she
bent herself to him and embraced him ; while the
husband- was kneéeling on the other side. On her
way to the fatal tree, the people expressed their ab-
horrence of her ¢time in terins which, though not
proper at the moment, testified their detestation of

. f .

« It seems the child was looked upon as the ap-
prentice of the wife, and not the husband, 1boagh
the busband whns obliged to find bér apparel ; how-
ever; accessaries in murder are gqually guilty, and
it is strange ghat the man and his son should have
been acquitted. EpiTor. :
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her cruelty. Before her exit, she joined in prayers
with the ordinary of Newgate, whom she desired to
declare to the multitude, that she confessed her guilt
_and acknowledged the justice of her sentence. After-
execution, her body was put intoa hackney-coach,
conveyed to Surgeon’s-hall, dissected and anato-
mized ; her skeleton is still in preservation. She
suffered at Tybumn, on the 14th~of September,

3767. :

BURK, WILLIAM, (roBBER,) was born of
poor parents, in St. Catherine’s, near.the Tower,
and educated in the charity school of that district.
His temper was naturally "bad, ‘and the ill-judged
fondness of his mother made it still worse ; for in all
his demands, however unreasonable, he was indul-
ged. This disposition made him think the discipline
of the school severe; and, indeed, the master was
obliged to be more strict with him than with the
other boys. When eleven years of age, he was
guilty of some faults that required severe chastise-
ment ; which having received, he ran away from
school, and went to the water-side, enquiring for a
station on.board a ship. A man observing his in-
clination, took him down to the Nore, and put him
on board the Salisbury man-of-war. The mother,
as soon as she had learned her darling boy was gone, -
followed him on board the ship, and endeavoured to
prevail on him to return, but in vain'y the youth
was obstinately bent'on aseafaring life, 'Inabouta
fortnight, the ship sailed for Jamaica, and during"
the voyage had an engagement with a Spanish gal-
leon, which she took, after a blaody and obstinate
fight, in which young Burk was wounded. After
this, they met with another galleon, which they
took, without the loss of a man: they shared each
fifteen pounds prize-money, on these capturcs, but

~
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sothe of the priricipal officers got sufficient to make
them easy for life. The ship was stationed for.three
years in the West Indies, during which Burk learnt
the art of stealing every thing tiat he could secrete:
withqut detection. At Jamaica, there was a woman-
who bad been transported from Newgate some years:
before, but having married a planter, who soon
died, she was left in affluent circumstances, and
took a tavern. Wanting a white servant, she pre~
vailed on the captain to let Will attend her custo~
mers. ‘The boy was pleased with his new situation,.
and might have continued in it. as long. as he was on
the island ; but he could not refrain from defraud-
ing his mistress. She, whohad been herself a thief,
soon detected him s hereupon, he fell on his kneess:
and begged pardon, which was granted, but he was
ordered - to depart fram the house immediately.
Alarmed by the danger from which he had escaped,
he now formed a temporary resolution to live ho-.
nestly in future,. and with that view shipped himself
for Maryland, wher¢ a merchant would have em-
ployed him, but the captain he sailed with would
not permit him to accept the offer. Hence he made
‘a voyage to the coast of Guinea, where he had a
very narrow escape from being murdered by the na-
tives, who killed several of bis shipmates, On the
return of the ship, from Guinea to England, the .
weather was so bad, that they were five: months on
their voyage to the port of Bristol, during which
they suffered innumerable hardships. Their provi-
sions were so reduced, that they were almost fa-
' mished, the allowance of each man, for a whole .
‘day, being not so .much as'he could eat at two
mouthfuls; and at length they were obliged to fast

five ddys successively. .However, they reachéd the . -

. post in safety 3 and, notwithstanding the mise{liu .
. : t cy



théy bad enduréd, the captain resolved
voyage to Guinea, in which Burk ac
him. Having purchased a number of sl
set sail for the West-India islands ; but
voyage, the pegrots conterte® a bchem:
them:elves masters of theship ; and woul
bably carried it into execution, but that ¢
absociates betrayed them s in consequence
they were more strictly confined than the
therto been. Burk sailed from.the Wes {
England, where he entered on board a m:
and sailed up the Baltic, and afterwards tc
], to the north of Russia, where his s (
greom the extremity of the-cold and other cii!!
ces, wtre so severe, that, on his retuim to
he determined to abandon the life of a sailo: !
now quite out of all honest methtds of ge
bread, he took to robbing ‘passengers in
Stepney, but he continued his depredations
ublic only for a short time, being apprehe;
£is fousth- attempt of this kind, and indicte.
séssions held at the Old Bailey, February
for robbing William Fitzer on the highw:
again, on the same day, for robbing Jame
wood; when he was {ound guilty on bott
mefits, and received sentenee of death. It a
on his trial, that he carried a bedge- bill with
terrify the persons he stoppéd y and ohe .
hesitating to tomply with his demands, he
60, that he fell to the ground. He suffered
burn, April 8, 1723, in the twenty-second
his age. - )
.B(%TTERW,ORTH, E. Sce Diéxent
BURRELL, ——." 8ec €oorkk, Jam:
BURRIDGE,WILLIAM, (tiogsE-STE.
wag 2 pative of Northamptonshire, and ser
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time with a carpenter; but being of a wild disposi-
tion, his friends determined on sending him to sea :
accordingly they got him rated as a midshipman,
and he sailed to the coast of Spain ; but soon quit-
ting the naval service, he returned to England, and
commencing highwayman, committed many robbe+
res on the road to Hampstead, on Finchley-Com-
mon, and in the neighbourhood of Hammersmith.
When he first began the practice of robbing, he
formed a resolution to retire when he had acyuired
as much money as would support hims but this
time never arrived ; for finding his success by no
means proportioned to his expectations, he became
one of the gang under Jonathan Wild, of infamous
memory ; and was for a considerable time screened
from justice by that celebrated master of thieves.
Burridge being confined in New-prison for a capi-
tal offence, brok¢ out of that gaol ; and he was re~
peatedly an evidence at the Old Bailey, by which
means his associates suffered the rigour of the law.:
At length, having offendéd Wild, the latter mark-~
ed him down as one doomed to suffer at the next
execuation after the ensuing sessions at the Old Bai-
ley ; which was a common practice with Wild, when
he grew tired of his dependants, or thought they
could be no longer serviceable to him. Alarmed

. by this circumstance, Burridge fled into Lincoln-

shire, whecre he stole a horse, and brought it to Lon-
don, intending to scll it at Smithfield for present
support: but the gentleman who had lost the horse,
having sent a full description of it to London, Bur-
ridge was seen riding on it through the street, and
watched to a livery stable. Some persons going
to take him, he produced a brace of pistols, threa~
tening destruction to any one who came near him 3
by which he got off ; but being immediately pur-

sued,
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sved, he was apprehended in May-fair, and Jodged .
in Newgate. On his trial, a man and a woman
swore, that they saw him purchase the horse; but
as there was a material difference in their stories,
the court, was of opinion, that they had been hired to
swear, and the judge gave directions for their being
taken into custody tor the perjury. The jury did
not hesitate to find Burridge guilty : and after sen-
tence was passed, his behaviour was extremely de-
47eut and he encouraged the devotion of. others in
like unhappy circumstances. He suffered at Ty-
Burn, on the 22d of March, 1722, in the 34th year
of his age; having first warned the spectators to be
- obedient to their parents and masters, and to beware
of the crime of debauching young women, which
had first led him from the patz of duty, and finally
terminated in his roin,
* BUSH, ——. See POULTER, J.
* BUTLER, JAMES. 6See Duce, Ww. and
WiLp, JoNATHAN. . :
BUTTERWORTH, WILLIAM, (MUEDER~
#R,) had lived by depredations upon the publics
almost from his childhood, till at length he was ca-
pitally convicted of a burglary, at the assizes at
aidstone, but received a reprieve, on condition of
serving on board the hulks g:r life.  He had not,
however. been on’' board the hulks more than seven
days, when he and ‘Francis Jennison, another con-
vict, (who had been condemned, and reprieved in
Yike manner) resolved to murder Mr. Groundwatery
one of the persons deputed to look after them, and
which they unfortunately effected. They were tried
t the Hants aswsizes, in. the beginning of August,
1794, before Mr. Justice Giosse and Mr. Baron
“Thomson. ' The circumstances of this murder were
of the most brutal dnd atrocious nature. These
B har-
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hardened wretches, on being reprimanded by Mr.
Groundwater, who threatened to report them for
ill-behaviour, swore that they would rip his bowels
out ; and were heard by another of the convicts der
bating about the manner of perpetrating the mure
der. Accordingly, about six in the evening of the,
same.day; they fell upon him with twa iron shovels,
with which they had been at work in spreadin
gravel, and with which they gave him three su
wounds on the skull, that his brains fell out in the
quantity of a double handful. They then stiuck
down one of the shovels upon his neck, with intent
to sever the head from the body, but, striking
against the bone, it had not the intended effcct.
The rest of the convicts ran to the spot, and one of
then caught hold of Butterworth, to prevent hig:
mangling the body any more : but after a struggle,
he disengaged himself, ran back to the unfortunate
sufferer, and, catching up the spade again, gav
him 'several cuts, saying, ¢¢ There, d—n him,
have done him out and out.”* On being remons-
trated with for his inhuman conduct, he replied,
that ¢ he was transported for life, and he would
rather be hanged than suffer that sentence.” It is
a most extraordinary circumstance, established on
the evidence of Mr. Hill, surgeon, who attended
him, that Mr. Groundwater lived eighteen hours
after he had received these grievous - wounds, nots
withstanding the brains had fallen out, and a prodi-
gious effusion of blood had taken place. He never
spoke after the second blow was given him, but the
action of the pulse was strong, and respiration cons
tinued the whole of the eighteen hours. Butter-
worth, though thus steeled in cruclty, was only
nineteen yeass old; his wretched companion was

twenty-five. The atrocious publicity of the dce:;
a
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and consequent clear evidence of their guilt, would
not admit of their setting up any defence. The
- Jury pronounced them guilty—they were sentenced
‘to be executed in three days after, .in Lanston har-
bour, and their bodies to be afterwards hung in
chains in Cumberland Fort. They were taken
- . from gaol about four o’clock on the ensuing Mon-
day morning, and reached Portsea about eleven,
The spectators that crowded to see the execution
were immense.  Both the prisoners acknowledged,
shat they alone were the persons who committed the
murder, exculpating all the other convicts froma
participation in this horrid erime. Their .beha-
viour was very penitent, and they scemed sensibly
to feel the enormity of their offenice. The execu-
tion took place about twelve o’clock, and- their bo-
dies were afterwards hung in chains, pursuant to

sentence, near the spot where the murder was com-
" mitted. ‘

C.

CADDELL, GEORGE, (MURDERER,) Was 2
native of the town of Broomsgrove, in ‘Worcester>
shire, at which place he was articled-to an apothe-
cary, with whom he served his time, and then re-

aired to London, where he attended several of the

ospitals, to give him an insight into the art of sur-
gerz. As soon as he became tolerably acquainted
with the profession, he went to Worcester, and
lived with Mr. Randall, a capital surgeon of that
city : in this situation he was equally admired for
the depth of his abilities, and the .amiableness: of
his temper. Here he married the daughter of Mr.
Randall, who died in labour of her firsg child. Af-
ter this melancholy event he went to reside at L‘iitcih—
. C. d)
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field, and.centinned upwards of two 'years with M#.
Dean, a surgeom of that place, During his resi-
dence . hiere, he courted Mr. Dean’s daughter, to
whom he would probably have been.married,.but
for the commission ‘of the following .crime, which
cost himdhis lifé. A young kady, named Elzaberh

Price, who had been seduced by an.officer in tie

army, Jived near Mr. Caddril’s place of -esidenves
and; after her arisfortune, supported heeself.by. her
skill in needle-work. Caddell becoming acquaintéd
with her, a considerable degree of intimacy subsisted
between them ; and Miss Price, degraded as she.was
by. the unfortunate step she had taken, still thought
herself an equal 'm:tcz for one of Mr. Caddell’s
sank of life. As pregnancy was shortly the con<
sequence of their intimacy, she repeatedly urged him
to marsry her, but Me. Caiddell resisted her impore

tunities for a considerable vime: at last Miss Prive -

heard of his paying his addresses to Miss Du;:z
-she then became moré importunate than evup, ant
threatened, in case of Ivis non-tompliance, to puit an
end to all'his prospeets with that young lady, by
discovering every thing that had passed betwern
them. Hereupon Caddelt-formed thé horrid resolu-
tion of murdering Miss Price; for he could -neither
bear the thought of ‘forfeiting the esteem of 2 wo-
man that he courted, nor of marrying her who had
been as condescending to ‘another as ‘to himself.
. This dreadfu! scheme having ‘entered his head, he
- called on Miss Price on a Saturday evening, and res
quested that -she would watk in the fields with him
on the afterncon of the following day, in order t4
adjust the plan of theirintended marriage. - Miss
Price, thus deluded,-met him at the time appoiated,
on the road leading towasds Burton upou Trent, at
a houst kinown by the sign. of the Nag’s Head.
veL. L. L . Har
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Having accompanied her supposed lover' into the
field, and walked about till towards evening, they
then sat down under a hedge, where, after a little
. conversation, Caddell suddenly pulled out a knife,

cut her throat, and made his ¢scape, but not before

he bad waited till she was dead. Howexer, in the
distraction of hismind, he left behind him the knife
with which he had perpetrated the deed, together
with his case of instruments. When he came home
it was observed, that he appeared’ exceedingly con-
" fused ;. though the reason of the perturbation of his
mind could not even be guessed.at. But on the
following morning Miss Price being found murdered
in the field, great numbers of people went to take 2
view of the body, among whom was the woman: of
the house where she lodged, who recollected that she
had said, she was going to walk with Mr. Caddell ;
on which the instruments were examined, and known
to have helonged to him : he was accordingly taken
into custody, and committed to the gaol of Staf.

ford; amd being soon afterwards tried; was found .

guilty, condemned, and .executed, at Stafford, on
the 218t of July, 1700. . . .. . i

CAMERON, DR. ARCH. (TRAITOR,) was
intended by his father for the protession of the law,
and therefore sent to Glasgow, where he continued
his studies some years ; but, haging an attachment
to the practice of physic, he entered in the univer-
sity of Edinburgh; whence he. went to Paris ;. and
then compleated. his studics at Leyden in Holland.
‘Though well qualified to-have made 2 respectable
figure in-any capital city, yet he chose to reside for
Jite near_his native place ; and, having returned to
the Highlands, he married, and scttled in the small
town of Lochaber, where, though his practice was
small, his_gencrous conduct- rendesed him tbel_d'el,
Ce s . - . highit

1
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tight and .the blessing of the neighbourhood. His
wife bore him seven children, and was pregnant of
the eighth at the unfortunate period of his death,
While Dr. Cameron was living happy in the do-
mestic. way, the rebellion of 1745 broke out, and
laid the foundation of the ruin of himself and his
family. The pretender having landed, went to the
house of Mr. M¢Donald, who sent for the doctor’s
brother. The doctor went to his brother, to pre-
venthim from entering into the pretender’s measures,
from which nothing but ruin could ensue. Mr. Ca-
meron’s brother having previously promised to bring
all his servants in aid of the pretendcr, the latter up-
braided him with an intention of breaking bis
promise ; which so affected the generous spirit of
the highlander, that he immediately went and took
leave of his wife, and gave orders for his vassals, to
the number of near twelve hundred, to have ree
course to arms. At this time, his estate did not ex~
ceed,700], per annum; his being able, then, to
arm such a number, is a proof of the poverty and
the vassalage of the country. Having now.sent for
his brother, to attend him as a physician : the doc-
tor urged every argument against so rash an under-
taking ; from which he even besought him on his
knees to desist. The brother would not be denied ;
and the doctor at length agreed to attend him as a
physician, though hie absolutely refused to accept
any commissiofl in the sebel army. This unhappy
gentleman was distinguished by bis humanity ; ‘and
gave the readiest assistance, by night or day, toany
wounded men of the royal army, who were made
prisoners by the rebels. His brother being wounded
in the leg at the battle of Falkirk, he attended him
with the kindest assiduity, till himself was likewise
slightly wounded. Dr. Cameron exhibited repeated
L3 instances
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jnstances of his humanity ; but when the battle of
Culloden gave a decisive stroke to the hopes of the
. rebels, he and his brother escaped to the western
islands, whence they sailed to France, in a vessel be-
Jonging to that kingdom. The doctor was ap-
K;intcd physician to a French regiment, of which

is brother obtained the command ; but the latter
dying at the end of two years, the doctor became
physician to Ogilvie’s regiment, then in Flanders.
A subscription being set on foot, in England and
Scotland, in the year 1750, for the relief of those
persons who had been attainted, and escaped into
foreign countries ; the-doctor came into England to .
reccive the money for his unfortunate fellow-suf-
ferers. | At the end of two years another subsecripe
tion was opened ; when the doctor, whose pay was
inadequate to the support of his numerous famil{,
tame once more to this coontry, and having write
ten a number of urgent letters to his friends, it was
rurtioured that he was returned. Hereupon a de-
tachment from Lord George Beauclerk’s regiment -
was sent in search of him, and he was taken in the
following manrer :—Captain Graves, with thirty
soldiers, going towards the place where it was pre-
sumed he was concealed, saw a little girl at the ex--
tremity of a village, ‘'who, on their approach, fled
towards anothet village. She was pursued by a ser- .
jeant and two soldiers; who could only come near
enough to observe her whispering to a boy, who
scemed to have been placed for the purpose of con-
veying intelligence. Unable to overtake the boy,
they presented their guns at him; on which he fell
on his knees, and hegged bis life; which they pro-
mised, on condition that he would shew them
ge place where Dr. Cameron was concealed.

ereupon the boy pointed to - the house where he
I / was,
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was, which the soldiers surrounded, and took him
prisoner. Being sent to Edinburgh, he was thence
eonducted to London, and committed to the Tower,
‘While in this confinement, he was denied the use of

n, ink, and paper, nor suffered to speak to his

iends but when the warder was present. On his
examination before the lords of the privy council,
he denied that he was the same Dr. Cameron whose
name had been mentioned in the act of attainder;
which made it necessary to procure living evidence
to prove his identity. "Being brought to the bar
of the Court of King's Bench on the 17th of May,
he was arraigned on the act of attainder, when, de~
clining to give the court any farther trouble, he ac-
knowledged, that he was the same person who had
been attainted: on which the lord chiet justice Lee
pronounced sentence in the following terms:—
¢ You, Archibald Cameron, of Laqchiel, in that
part of Great Britain called Scotland, must be re-
moved from henge to his Majesty’s prison, the.
Tower of London, from whence you came, and on
Thursday, the 7th of June next, your body to be
drawn on a sledge to the place of execution ; there
to be hanged, but not till you are dead; your
bowels to be taken out, your body quartered, your
head cut off, and aflixed at the King's disposaly
and the Lord have mercy on your soul!™ After
his commitment to the Tower, he begged to see his
wife, who was then at Lisle in Flanders ; 'aqa, on
hey arrival, the meeting between them was i,nex}'ue's-'
sibly affecting. The unhappy lady wept incessant-
ly, on reflecting on the fate of her husband, her~
self, and numerous family. Coming to take her,
final leave of him on the morping of execution, she
was so agitated by her eontending passions, that she,

was attacked by repeated fits, and, a few days after;
i e
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the death of her unfortunate husband, she became
totally deprived of her senses. The convict, being
brought out of the Tower, was delivered to the
sheriffs at ten in the morning ; and, being placed in
8 sledge, was drawn through the streets of London
to Tyburn, atidst an immense number of specta-
tors. He was dressed in a bag-wig, and wore a
" light-coloured coat, with a scarlet waistcoat and
breeches. He bowed to several people in the win-
dows, as he passed ; and there was equal manliness
and composure in his behaviour. The procession
reached the fatal tree a little before :wefve, when
Dr. Cameron begged that his body might be per-
mitted to hang till hé was dead ; which réjuest was
granted. He looked round him in a manner that
testified the calmness of his inind; and said to the
clergyman who attended him, ¢¢ This is a glorious
day to me. It is my new birth-day! There are
more witnesses at this birth, than were at my first.”*
‘The clergyman asking him how he found himself,
he said, ¢ Thanvk éod, I am very well; only a
- little fatigued with my journcy ; but, blessed be
God! I am come tothe end of it.”” This unhappy
man then declared, that he should die 2 member of
the church of England, in the faith of which he had
been educated.” After the body had hung more
than half an hour, it was cut down; and the re-
maining part of the sentence being carried into exe-
cution, the head and body were put into a coffin,
and carried to an undertaker’s, whence they were
conveyed and interred in the chapel of the Savoy.
The doctor suffered 'on the 7th of June, 1753,
in the 46th year of his age.. He was the last
who was executed on account of the rebellion ; and
of all who were concerned in it, perhaps, the least
deserviug of his calamitous fate, - -

! B CAMP-
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CAMPBELL, MUNGO, (MURDERER,) was
a descendant of the noble family of Argyle, and
boin at Ayr, in Scotland, ih the year 17132: His
father,. who was a merchant of eminence, had been
mayor of the town, and.a justice of peace; but
having no less than twenty-four children, and meet-
ing with many losses in his commercial connexions,
it was impossible for him to make any adequate pro-
vision for his family ; so that, on his death,- the re-
lations took care of the children, and educated them
in the liberal manner which is customary in Scotland.
Mungo was protected by an uncle, who gave him a
learned education ; but this generous friend dyin
when the youth wasabout eighteen years of age, left
him sixty pounds, and earnestly recommended him
to the care of his other relations. The young man
was a finished scholar; yet seemed averse to_the
makdng choice of any of the learned professions. His
att®€hment appeared to be to the military life, in
which line many of his ancestors had most gloriously
distinguished themselves. He now entered himself
as a cadet in the royal regiment of Scotch Greys,
then commanded by his relation genera? Campbell,
and served during two campaigns at hisown expense,
in the fond hope of military preferment.  After the
battle of Dettingen, at which he assisted, he had an
opportunity of being appointed quarter-master, if
he could have raised one hundred pounds; but this
glace was bestowed on another person, while Camp-
ell was making fruitless application for the money,
Thus disappointed of what he thought a reasonable
expectation, he quitted the army,-and went into
Scotland, where he arrived at the juncture that the
rebels had quitted Edinburgh, in 1745. Lord Lou-
don having then the command of the loyal High-~
landers, who exerted so much bravery in the sup<
) C pression
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pression of the rebellion, and Mr. Campbell having
the honour to be related to his lordship, he went and
fought under him, with a bravery that did equal
credit to his loyalty and courage. Not long after
the decisive battle of Culloden, lord Loudon pra-
cured his.kinsman to be appointed an officer of the
excise ; aud prevailed on the commissioners.to station
him in the sLire of Ayr, that he might have the hap-
. piness of residing near his friends and relations. In
the discharge of this new duty, Mr. Campbell be-
haved with strict integrity to the crown, yet with so
much civility, as to conciliate the affections of all
those with whom he had any transactions. He mar.
ried when he wassomewhat advanced in life; and so
unexceptionable was his whole conduct, that all the
nobility and gentry in the neighbourhood, the earl
of Eglington cxcepted, gave him pegmission to kill.
game oo their estates, However, he was very mode-
rate in the use of this indulgence, seldom shooting
but with a view to gratify a frichd with a present,
hardly ever for his own emolument. He had a sin-
éulat attachment to fishing; and a river in lord

glington’s estate affording the finest fish in that
country, he would willingly have angled there; but
his lordship having been as strict with regard to his
fish as the game, Campbell, unwilling to offend
him, gave away his fishing-tackle, which was excel-
lent in its kind. He was %ikcwisc in.possession of a
five pointer, which he sold ; but would not part
with his gun, which produced him the greatest plea-
sure of his life. Being in search of smugglers, and
having his gun with him, he¢ was crossing part of
lord Eglington's estate, when a hare starting up, he
shot her. His lordship hearing the report of the

un, and being informed that Campbell had fired it,
ﬁc sent a servant to command him' to come to the
4 st
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deat. Campbell obeyed, and was treated very un<
kindly by his lordship, who even descended to call
him by names of contempt. Thevother apologized
. for his conduct, which he said arose from the sudden
" starting of the hare, and declared that he had no
design of giving offence. A man named Bartley-
more was among the servants of lord Eglington, and
was a favourite of his lordship ; and this man dealt
largely in contraband goods. Mr. Campbell, pass-
ing along the sea-shore, met Bartleymore witha -
cart, containing eighty gallons of rum, which he
seized, as ¢ontraband ; and the rum was condemned,
but the cart restored, as being the property of lord
Eglington. Bartleymore was now so incensed against
Campbell, that he contrived many tales to his dis-
advantage, and at length engaged his lordship’s pas-
sions so far, that he conceived a more unfavourable
opinion of him than he had hitherto done; while -
C!:lmpboll, conscious that he had only discharged
his duty, paid little or no attention to the reports of
his lon{shi ’s enmity. About ten in the morning of
the 24th o}) October, 1769, Campbell took his gun,
and went out with another officer, with a view to
detect smugglers, The former took with him a li-
cence for shooting, which had been given him by
Dr. Hunter; though they had no particular design
of killing any game, except a woodcock, if they
should see one. They now crossed a small part of
lord Eglington’s estate, in order to reach the sca-
shore, where they intended to walk. When they
arrived dt this spot it was near noon ; and lord Eg-
lington came up in his coach, attended by Mr.
Wilson, a carpenter, who was working for him,
and followed by four servants on horseback. On
approaching the coast, his lordship met Bartley~
more, who told him that there were some poachers
at

’
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at a distance. Mr. Wilson would. have endeavoured,
to draw off his lordship’s notice from such a busi-
ness; but Bartleymore saying that Campbell was
among the poachers,  lord Eglington quitted his
coach, and mounting a led horse, rode to the spot,
where he saw Campbell and the other officer, whose
. name was Brown. His lordship said, ¢Mr.Camp-
Bell, I did not expect to have found you so soon
again on my grounds, after your promise, when you
shot the hare.”” He then demanded Campbell’s
gun, which the latter declared he would not part
with. Lord Eglington now rode towards him;
. while .Campbell retreated, with his gun presented,
desiring him to keep at a distance. Still, however,
hislordship advanced, smiling, and said, ¢“are yoy
.going to shoot me?** Campbell replied, ¢ I will,
if youdo not keep off.* Hereupon, lord Eglington
called to his servants to bring him a gun, whichone’
of them took from the coach; and delivered to anor
ther, to carry to their master. In the interim, lord
Eglington, leading: his horse, approached Mr.
Campbell, whose gun he demanded ; but the latter
would not deliver it. The peer then quitted his
horse’s bridle, . and continued advancing, while
Campbell still retired; though in an irregular direc-
tion, and pointed his gun tewards his pursuer. At
Jength, lord Eglington cime so near him, that
Campbell said, ¢ I beg your pardon, my lord, but
I will not deliver my gun to any man living ; there-
fore keep off, or I will certainly shoot you.’ At
thisinstant, Bartlé¢ymore, advancing, begged Camp.
.bell to deliver his gun to lord Eglington ; but the
latter answered, he would not, for ¢ be had a right
to carry a gun.”” His lordship did not dispute bis
. general right, but said, that he could not have any
%o carry it on his estate, without his permission.
' Cainpbell
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Campbell again begged pardon, and still.continued
retreating, but-with his gun in his hand, and pre-
paring to fire in hisown defence. While-he wis
-thus walking backwards, his heel struck.against a
stone, .and he fell, when he was about the distance.
.of three yards from the pursuer. Lord Eglington,
observing him fall éu his back, stepped forward, as
if . he would have passed by Campbell’s feet, which
the latter observing, reared himself on his elbow,
and lodged the . contents of his piece.in the lett side
-of hisx lordship’s body: At this critical juncture,
the servant above.mentioned brought the guu from
the coach, and. Campbell would have wrested it
from- his hauds; but that Bartleymore came up just
at the very moment ; and at this moment, lord Eg-
lington, putting his hand to his wound, said, ¢ [

am killed!1" A contest now ensued, during which .

Bartleymare: repeatedly struck Campbell; which
being observed by loid Eglington, he called out,
44 do not use him'jll.””. Campbell being secured,
was conducted to the wounded man, then lying on
the ground, ‘who said, *¢ Mr. Campbell, I would

~ mot have shot you ;' but Cainpbell made no-answer.
‘Lord Eglington’s “seat was about three miles from
the. place where this fatal accident happened ; and
his servants put him into the carriage, to convey
him home.. In .the mean time, Campbell's hands
werg tied behind him, and he was conducted to the
town of Saltcotes, the place of his former station ag-
.an exciseman. ‘The persons who conducted hira
asked him several questions, the answers to.which
were afterwards, very ungenerously, adduced on his
trial, as collateral evidence of his guilt. Amoang
other things, heacknowledged, that he would rather
art with hislife than his gun ; and that sooner than
ave it taken from Bim, he would shoot any peer of

, _(he\
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the realm. Lord Eglington dying, after languish-
ing ten hours,. Mr. Campbell was, on the following
day, committed to the prison of Ayr, and the next .
month removed to Edinburgh, in preparation for his
trial before the high court of justiciary ; previous to
which, his case was discussed by council, and the
following arguments were adduced in his favour.
First, ¢¢ That the gun went off by accident, and
therefore it conld be no more than casual homicide.'
Secondly, ¢ That supposing it had been fired with
an intention to kill, yet the act was altogether justi-
fiable, becanse of the violent provocation he had ré~
ceived ; and he was doing no more than defending
his life and property.” Thindly, ¢ It could not be
murder, because it could not be supposed that Mr.
Campbell had any malice against his Jordship, and
the action itself was too suddento admit of delibe-
ration,” The council for the prosecution urged in
answer, First, ¢ That malice was implied in conse.
t‘:lence of Campbell’s presenting the gun to his loyd-
. ship, and telling him, that unless he kept off, he
would sheot him.” Secondly, ¢ That there wasno
provocation given- by the earl besides words, and
words shall oot be construed a provocation in law.*®
Thirdly, ¢ The earl bad a fight toseize his gun, in
virtue of several acts' of parliament, :which are
the established laws of the .land, to which ewery
subject is obliged to be obedient.’*  After vee
peated debates between the lawyers of Seotland;
a day was at length appointed for the trial,,
which-commenced on the 2gth.of February, 17705
before the bigh court of justiciarys and the jury
having found Mr. Campbell gualty, he was sens
tenced to die.. The Lord Justice Clerk, before he
pronounced the splemn sentence, addressed himself
to the convict, advising 'him to‘'make the most de-
) vout,
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wout prepatation for death, as  afl hopes of psrddn
wonld be preciuded, from the nature of his offence.
“Threugh the whole course of the trial, the prisoner’s-
behaviour was remarkable for calmness and serenity ;
and when it was ended, he bowed to the court with
the utmost composure, but said not & single word in
extenuation of his crime. On bis return to the pri- -
son, he was visited by several of his friends, ameng
whom he behaved with apparently decent cheerful-
mess.  After they had drank several bottles of wive,
they left him, and he retired to his apartment, - beg-
ging the favour of another visit from them on the
following day ; but in the moming (Feb. 28, 1770),
he was found dead, hanging te the end of a form
which he had set upright, and fastened a silk hand-
kerchief round his neck. From circumstanees, it
was supposed that he had committed this act of swi-
cide soon after his friends had lefthim. e
CARR; JOHN (FORGERY) was a native of the
north of Irclind, who having had a gentetl eduea-
tion, was put into business as a wine and brandy
merchant, but through extravagance and company
be failed. A man of fortune, who was one of his
abandoved associates, invited him ta pass part of the .
eeminer at his seat in the country ; and setting out
together, they stopped at Kilkenny, where some
passengers quitted a coach, among whom was a
oung lady, whose elegant person and appearance
impressed Carr with an idea that she was.of rank,
- and inspired him with the first sentiments of love
that he ever felt. Throwing himeelf from his horse,
he handed her into the inn; and a proposal being
made that the company should sup together, .it was
univeisally agreed to. While the supper was pre-
- paring, Carr applied himself to the coachmaw, to
learn e history of the young lady ; but all the in-.
) . M

formation
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formation be could obtain was, that he had takem
_her "up at Dublin, and that she was going to the
» $pa at Mallow. Anxious to become better acquaint-
, - ed. with the lady, ke prevaijled on the compaay to
sepose themselves the next day at Kikeany, and
ur: a view of the duke of Ormond’s scat and the
curiosities of the town. This proposal being acceded

- 40y the evening was spent in the utmost harmony and
good-humour ; aad the fair stranger even théa coa-

. ceived an idea of making a conquest of Mr. Carr,
. from whose appéarance she judged that he was a
- man of distinction. In the morning, she dressed
hersclf to great advaatage, not forgetting the oraa-

. ment of jewels, which she wore in abuadance ; so
. that when sheentered the room, Carr was astonished
_at her appearance, She found the influence she had
oves him, and whilethe company was walking in the
gallery of the duke of Ormond’s palace, he seized
this opportunity of speaking his scutiments. On &is
declaration of love, she affected displeasure ; boe
soon assuming a more affable deportment; tald him,
that she was an English woinan of rank ; that his
. person was not disagreeable to her, and that if he
_was a man of fortune, and the consent of her rela-
- tions could be obtained; she should not be averse to
- distenjng to his addresses.  She further said, that she
. was going to- spend pait of the sumnmer at Mallow,
. where his company would he agrecable. Accord-
. ingly, he followed her to that place, conteary tathe
advice of his. friend, who had formed a very vafa-
vourable opinion of the lady’s character. Heve he
dissipated so much cash in company with this wo-
man, that he was compelled to borrow of his friend,
awho remonstrated on the impropricty of the connex-
don ; but Carr still kept ber company, and, at the
and of the season, returned with her to Dublin. The
. . ' et lovers
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Jovers now agreed to sall for' England'; ‘and Cair
sold some small estates,.and borrowing ail the'mo-
ney he possibly could, delivered the whale to his
mistress. While preparations were making for the
voyage, and Carr about procuring a pamage fhr
Englind, in his absence, the lady shipped all- the
effects on board avessel bound for Amsterdam ; and
having dressed hersclf i man’s apparel, she emr
barked and sailed, leaving Carr to regret his ill«
Jodged credulity.  On his return home, discovering
how he had been robbed, he was at first half dis-
tracted with his Joss ; but on cooler reflection,
thought it would be in-vain te pursuc the thief; on

whieh he sold the few trifles that remained of his -

property, which producing abouta hundred pounds,
€ame to London, and soon spent the whole in dissi-
pation and extravagance. Thus reduced, he enlisted
as a four-soldier, and served some years before he
was discharged 3 after which he entercd as a marine
at Plymouth, whence he came to London, and
opened a shop in Hog-lane, St. Giles’s. He now
married a girl who he thought had money ; but soon
discovering her poverty, he abandoned her, and re<
moved to Short’s-gardens, where he entered into
artuership with a cork-cutrer, Having ingratiated

shop on his own account, and soon got all the busi-

‘mess from his late partner. This, however, proved

of little service to him; for getting into bad coma
pany, he frequented the gamingetables, and became
the dupe of sharpers. Having been entrusted by a
 gentleman with a draught on the bank for sixty
’ Ex\mds, he seceived the money, foolisbly: ventured,
st it at a gaming table, and then eutered as a mas
sine. There being something in his deportment
Yuperior to the vulgar, he was advanced to the rank

R2 . of

mself into the esteem of the customers, he opened -

|
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of serjeant, in which he behaved 50 well, that his offi-
cers treated him with singular regard.  The vessel
in which he sailed taking a merchant ship richly {a-
den, and soon afterwards seviral smaller vessels, the
prize-money amounte:i to a considerable sum ; whick
,8ave Catr an idea that great advantage might be
obtained by privateering. Hereupon, he procured'
a discharge ; and.entering on board a privateer, was
made master atarms.  In a few days, the privateer
took two French ships, one of which they carried ta.
Bristol, and the other into the harbour of Poole.
Having refitted their ship, they sailed again; and
in two days took a French privateer, and gave chace
to three others, which they found to be English ves-
sels belonging te Falmouth, which had been made

prize of by a French privateer. These they retook,
and carried them into Falmouth ; in their passage to
which place, they made prize 6f a valuable French
ship, the amount of which contributed to enrich the
crew. On their next trip, they saw a ship in_full
chace of them ; on whicli they prepared for a vigo-
rous defence; and the vessels fought above forty
minutes yard-arm and yard.arm. Many hands were
lost by the French, who at length attempted to
sheer off, but were taken, after a chase of some
leagues. The commander of the English privateer
being desperately wounded in the engagement, died
in a few days; on'which, Carr courted his widow,
and-a marriage would have taken place, but that she
was suddenly seized with a violent fever, of which
she died, having bequeathed to him all she was pos-

sessed of. - He now repaired to London, where he .
commenced smuggttr; but his ill-gotten effects bee
ing seized on by the officers of the 1evenue, he took
to the more dangerous practice of forging secamen’s
. wills, and gained money for some time; being, how-
. . ever,
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ever, apprehended, he was brodght to trial at the
Old Bailey, convicted, and sentenced to die. He
was of the Romish persuasion, and behaved with de-
cent resignation to his fate, having suffered Nov.
36, 1750, :

CHANDLER, WILLIAM, (PERJURY,} was
born near Devizes in Wiltshire, where his father
ssed .an estate of 200l. a year. Having re-
ecived a liberal education, he was articled to the
clerk of the Goldsmith’s Company ; but not agree-
ing with his master, he went to live with an attor-
ney in Clement’s-Inn, with whom he compleated
his elerkship. In the interim, he married a servant
girl in the family, but the marriage was kept a se-
cret.  Soon after the expiration'ofp his clerkship, he
told his father he had a prospect of marrying to
great advantage ; and about the same time repree
sented to his master, that he had paid a visit to his
uncle, 2 man of fortune in Suffolk, who had pre-
sented him with bank notes to a comsiderable
amount ; and produced some notes, to give an air
of truth to his story. Hereupon the father put in-
to his possession an estate worth about 4ool. ; and
as be represented to his master that he was worth
500 in ready money, the master was prevailed on to
Jend him so0l. (on security of his estate) which he
* said he proposed to advance with some other money
10 Mrs. Strait of Salisbury, on an estate at Endford,
which had been previously mortgaged to a gentle-
man nameg Poor, who wished to re-possess himself
of the money he had lent. "Thus prepared, he

went tb Mrs. Strait on the 17th of March, 1748, *
and promised to meet her at Endford on the 25th,
to advance her the requisite sum. Having taken
every previous step for the accomplishment of his
plan, and being in possession of about gool. he
M3 Lt
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ieft Tondon on the 24th-of the month, and stopped
at an inn at Harehatch, a few miles to the eastward
of Reading. His own account of the matter was,
that being stopped soon afterwards by three harge-
men, they robbed him of all bis property, bound
him, and threw him into a pit, having first threat-
ened his destruction if he made any opposition. He
said that he continued in this condition three hours;
but, notwithstanding his bondage, he got a cons-
derable way up a hill, where he met withs a shep-
herd named Avery, who cut the cords with which
he was tied. After ‘obtaing his liberty, Chandler
enquired of the shepherd for the constable of the
hundred ; and being conducted to him, he describ-
ed the persons who he said had robbed him, and
gave notice, in the legal forms, that he should sué
the county to indemnify hin for his loss. He de~
scribed the supposed robbers with so much exact-
ness, that 4 person present recollected to have seen
three such people ; and the mayotr of Reading, who
was accidentally on the road, had a similar recol-
lection of the bargemen, whom he met near Mai-
denhead thicket; consequently Chandler must have

seen three such men, and seems-desirous to have .
fixed the supposed guilt on them. He now went to
the inn at Hare-hatch, where he told a similar tale ;
and having reposed himself for that night, return-

ed to London the following day; and told his late .
master (whose name was Hill) what he preténded
had happened: Mn. Hill gave him the numbers of
some bank-notes which he had advanced, and beg-
ed he would go to the Bank and stop payment :—
instead of which he went to Cannon-stieet, and
changed one of the notes to pay for a silver tankard
he had purchased. This being done, he returned
to Mr. Hill, and told him no busincss was trans-
' acted
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acted at the Bank on that da ; but said he had left
his numbersof the notes with one of the clerks: it
happened, howeves, he had given in a false Jist.—
His next step was to advertise his supposed loss in
the daily papers, offering a reward ofp sol. for the
restoration of the whole, or a proportionate one for
any part of it, After this he inserted a full ac.
count of the presumed robbery in the London Ga-
zette, with a description of the robbers: but he did
nof mention the note he had paid away when he
bought the tankard. * Mr. Hill attended him to a,
magistrate on the 12th of May, when he gave in
the necessary information on oath, omitting only
the numbers of the notes said to be lost. Prepara-
tions were now made for the trial, which came on at
Abingdon, before a special jury, the 18th of July,
and after a hearing of twelve bours, the jury retir-
ed for four more, and then gave a verdict in favor
of the prosecutor; but the judge desiring them to
leave part of this verdict to the decision of the
Court of Common Pleas, their opinion was not
given on it till the following winter.  Guilt is ever
suspicious. Chandler, fearing that a presumption
of his fraudulent practices would arise, told his
master that he was going to live some time with an
wuncle in Suffolk, in:tead of which he went to an
inn at Colchester, which was kept by his brother:
but being necessitated to correspond with his mas-
ter, he wrote to him to direct to the Crown at Auds
Jey, near Colchester. The term advancing, the -
master wrote repeatedly to him, urging him to come
to London ; but he evaded doing sa, with such fri-
volous excuses, that a suspicion even then arose
that his conduct in the prosecution could not be
justified. In the interval, twelve of  the bank.

notes, which Chandler had sworn he was robbed of,
: were
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were brought to the Bank for payment; but this
being refused, and enquiry made, it appeared that
a Jew, named Barnard Solomons, had bought them
at Amsterdam of a person who called himself John
Smith; and that Barnard had sent them to Lon-
don, to bis agent, Nathan Solomons. Farther en-
qairy made it evident, that the supposed Jobn
Smith had quitted Holland, after a residence of only
a few days, and then embarked in the packet with
a Dutch merchant named Casson. This gentleman
being found, gave a description of the presumed
Smith, which so exactly corresponded with the per-
son of Chandler, that little doubt remained of the
identity of the offender ; on which ‘his master re-
urged him to come to London, and confront Mr.
Casson; but he steadily persisted in declining to
make his appearance. In the interim, the point of
law.was solemnly argued before the judges of the
Common Pleas, when their detetnination was to
the following' cffect: ¢ That as Chandler had not
inserted the numbers of his notes in the Gazette,
nor sworn to them when he made oath before the
justice, the verdict must be set aside, and the plain.
tiff nonsuited, without the advantage of a new
trial.”>  About this time the false list of the num-
bers he had given in at the Bank happening to be
found, the public opinion began to be very unfa-
vourable to him; and those who had hitherto con-
sidered him as innocent, began to look on him in-
a light totally opposite. It was now thought ad-
viseable to take him into custody; for which pur-
rose three gentlemen went to the Crown at Aud-
ey, near Colchester, and enquired for a place

salled Eaton, where ‘it was said he lived. The
were directed to two places named Eaton; but, af{
ter a tedious jowrney, withouy finding him, they
went

v
'
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went to the inn kept by his brother at Colchester,
where Chandler happened to be at the time, but
conccaled himself in the house during the night
they remained there.  This search atter him alarm.
ed him so much, that he quitted Colchester, and
went to Céventry, where he took-an inn; but bee
ing fearful of an airest from Mr. Winter, a gene
tlenan who hiad Jenthim a sum of money, he sent
. & draught in Winter’s favour for rgol. on Mr.
Guantlett, a linen-draper. The letter containing
this draught being put into the post-office at North-
ampton, proved the means of discovering his resie
dence at Coventry ; in conscquence of which he
was taken into custody, and lodged in prison. Im
the year 3750, he was removed by a writ of habeas
cespus from Coventry to Abingdon, and every pre-
paration was made for his trial; but he traversed
the indictment, and thereby put it off for that year;
At the next assizes he was tried, convieted, and re+

ceived sentence to be transported for seven years, -

after being set in the pillory on the day succreding
the conviction. On the following morning, how-
ever, the sheriff waited on the judge, to acquaint |
him that if the offender should be impillored, it
would be impossible to protect him from the venges
ance of the enraged populace, and therefore res
quested a mitigation of his sentence. In comse-
quence of this reasonable request, that part of the
sentence respecting his being put in the pillory was
dispensed with, and the offender was transported,
in’ consequence of judgment passed, on the 16th of
Julg, 1751, :

* CHAPMAN, PETER, (RURGLAR,) a most
depraved character, who was tricd at the Old Bai-
ley with John Hall, Joseph Jones, Sarah Borcham, -
and Elizabeth Jones, for breaking and entering the

_ dwellinge
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Jwelling-house of Messrs. Tyler and Leacock, slop--
sellers, in the Minories, and stealing therein vari-
ous articles of clothes, linen, watches, plate, &c.
to the amount of 210l. - The women were indicted
for being receivers. Joseph Jones pleaded Guilty.
There was no evidence to affect Sarah Boreham;
and the facts proved against the others were briefly
these—the prisoner Hall, on the night in question,
engaged a hackney coach, which he brought from
Drury-lane Theatre, at eleven o’clock, and kept it
in waiting near the place where the burglary was
committed, till five the next morning. The driver
of the coach, whose name was Salmon, swore that.
he reccived the prisoners, Hall and Chapman, to-
gether with several bundles, into the coach, aud set
them down at the house of a man named Bath,
near Finsbury-square; that they took the bundles
out, and carried them into this house, In conse-
quence of information given by the coachman, who
was afraid of being involved in the business, to the
ofticers of 'a public office, a search was made in
Bath's house, and most of the goods found theres
There werg also found several instruments like those
wsed by house-breakers; and one of these, which
Wwas 3n iron crow, fitted the breaches that had been
made in the door of the pro-ecutor’s house on the
night it was broke open. The evidence against the
woman was, that of having becn asked it she had
received or pawned ‘any things, and her denying
that she had; but that, when she was searched, a
dnplicate was found upon her for some silk hand-"
keichicts she had pawned.  The prosecutors could
+ not swear to these handkerchiefs.  Hall and Chap-
man were found Guilty. Elizabeth Jones and T\
Boreham, Not Guilty. He and his confederates,
Hall and J. Joues, suffered before the debtor’s door
at
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at Newgate, the 26th of Fehruary, 1800, with Jo-
seph Samuel Abbot, aged only 18, who had been
found guilty of forging a certain power of attor.
ney, for the transter of 450l. stock belon_ging tod
benefit society. All behaved with becoming resig~
matjon, except Chapman,’ who displayed instances
of the most abandoned depnvi‘?. On his being
brought out to-ascend the 'scaftold, ke leaped up
the steps that led to ity and then, instead of attend-
ing to the clergyman, nodded to the females that
appeared in the windows opposite, laughed at them
sometimes immoderately, kicked off his shoes, one
to the right and the other to the left, amongst the
crowd who came to witness his disgraceful end. ‘In
short, he did every thing he thought could prove
his contempt of death. ‘ e
CHARTERIS, FRANCIS, (D:BAUCHER,)
was born at Amsfield, in Scotland, where he was
heir to an estate which his ancestors had possessed
-above 400 years; and was related to some of the
first families it the North, by intermarriages with
the nobility. Having received a liberal education,
he made choice of the profession of arms, and first
served under the-Duke of Marlborough as an en-
sign of foot, but was soon advanced to the rank of
cornet of dragoons. . Being a most expert gamester,
and of a disposition uncommonly avaricious, he
made his knowledge of gambling subservient to his
Jove of money ; and while the army was in winter
quarters, he stripped many of ‘the officers of all
their property by his skill at cards and dice. He
was, however, as knavish as dextrous, for when lie
had defrauded a brother ofticer of all his money, he
would lend him a sum at the moderate interest of
an hundred per cent. and take an assignment of his
commission as a security for the payment os ;he
. - Dte
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debt. John, duke of Argyle, and the earl of Stair,
were at this time young men in the army ; and be-
ing determined that the inconsiderate officers should
mot be ruined by the artifices of . Charteris, they
applied to the earl of Orkney, who was also in the
army, then quartered at Brussels, representing the
destruction that must, ensue to the young gestie- -
macn in the military line, 3f Charteris was not stap-
ped in his proceedings:. The earl of Orkney, anxi- .
ous for the credit of the army in general,”and his
countrymen in particular, represented the state of
the case to the duke of Marlborough, who gave
orders that Charteris should-be put under arrest, and
tried by a eourt-martial. This court was compos-
<d of an equal number of English and Scotch ofi-
cers, that Charteris might have no reason to say be
as treated with i::rtinlity. After a candid hear-
ing of the case, the proofs of his villainy were so
wtrong, that he was sentenced to return the money
.be had obtained by usurious interest ; to be depriv- -
ed of his commnission, and ta be drummed out of
" the regiment, his sword being first broken ; which
-sentence was exccuted in its fullest extent. Thus
disgraced, he quitted Brussels, and in the road he-
tween that place.and Mecklin, threw his. breeches
. into-a ditch, and then buttoning his scarlet cloak
. below his kneces, went into an inn to take up his
ladgings for the night. It is usual in places whege
armies are quartered, for military officets. to be -
treated with all possible respect ; -and this was the
case with Chartesis, who had every distinction
shewn him that the house could afford, and, after
~ an clegant supper, wayleft to his repose. Early in
the morning he sang the bell violeatly, and the
vlandlord cowing terrified into his. ruom, he swope
furiously that he had been robbed of ‘his breeches,
) L 2 ) con~

v
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comtaining a diamond .ring, a gold watch, and
money to a considerable amount ; and having pre-
viously broken the window, . he intimated that some
rson must have entered that way, and carried off

is property, and he even insinuated that the land-
lord bimself might have been the robber. It wasin
vain that the inn-keeper solicited mercy in the most
humiliating posture. , Charteris threatened that he
should be sent to Brussels, and suffer death, .as an
accessiry fo the felony. Terrified at the thought
of approaching disgrace and danger, the landlord of
the house sent for some friars of an adjacent con-
vent, to whom he represented bis calamitous sitva-"
tion : and they gencrously supplied. him with a sum
sufficient to reimburse Charteris for the loss he pre-
tended to have sustained.——This unprincipled
and abandoned youth mow proceeded to Hol- -
land, whence he embarked for Scotland ; and had -
Bot been long in that kingdom befose bis servile
submission, and hi$ money, procured him another
. commission in 2-regiment of harse ; and he was af.
terwards advaneed to the rank of coloneh The
duke of Queensbury was at this time¢ commissioner
to the parliament of Scotland, which was assembled
at Edinburgh, to- deliberate on the proposed union
with England. : Charteris having been invited to a
paity at cards with the duchess of Queensbury, he
contrived that her grace should be placed in such a
manner, near a large glass, tifat he could see ajl
her casds; and. he won three thousand pounds of
hee by this stratagem.  In consequence of this ime
_position the incensed duke of Que¢nsbury broughta
- bill into the house, to prohibit gaming for.above a
certain sum’; and this bill passed into 2 law. Char-
terisstill continued his depredations on the thoughe-
lass, il he had aequired. tomsiderable sums, and
. ) N cstates

» \
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‘estates in ‘Scotland'; he then removed to Londom,
which, as it was the seat of great dissipation, wasa
- place better adapted to the exettion of his abilitics.
~Here he became a noted lender of meney on
mortgages, always recciving a large premium, by
-which at length he became so rich as to purchase
. several estates in England, particularly in the cour-
ty of Lancaster. He was equally infamous for his
tamours, having in pay some women of ‘abandoned
_character, who, going to inns where the waggons
‘put up, used to prevail on the simple country girls
_ to go to the colonel's house as servants; in conse-
-quence of which, their ruin soon followed, and they
-were turned out of doors, exposed to all the miserics
‘consequent on poverty and a loss of reputation,
His agents did not confine their operations to innsy
-but wherever they found a handsome girl they en.
deavoured to decoy her 1o the colonel's houses and °
amongst the rest, Ann Bond fell a prey to his arti-
fices. This young woman .had lived in Londonj
-but having quitted her service on account of illness,
took lodgings at a private -House, where she re.
covered her health, and was sitting at the door
when a ‘woman - addressed her, -saying, she could
-help her to a place. in the family of colonel Harvey;
for the character of Charteris was now-so fotorious,
“that his agents did not venture to make use of his
real name.  Bond being hited, the woman condue-
ted her to the colonel’s house, who gave het money
to redeem some clothes, which shie had -pledged to
»sugport her in her illness, and would have bought
ether clothes for her, but she tefused to accept them.
He nowt offered her a purse of gold, an annuity for
life, and a house, if she wouEl\ comply with his
-wishes ; but the virtuous girl resisted the tempta-
tion, declaring, that she would only.discharge her .
o - - duty

¥
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s a setvaiit, and that her master might dis-
her, if her conduet did not ‘please him. On
lay following, <he heard a gentleman asking
her master by’the name of Charteris, which en.
ied her fearsstill more, as she was not unapprized:
is general character: wherefore, she told the
e-keeper that she must quit her service, as she
very ill. The house-keeper informing the co-
| of this eircumstance, he sent for the poor girl,
threatened that he would shoot her if she left
seevice, He likewise ordered the servants to
rthedoor fast, to prevent her making her escape;
when he spoke of her it was in the most con-
stuous terms, - On the following day he directed
slerk of the Kitchen to send her into the par-
» and, on ber attending him, he bid her stir the’

While she was thus employed, he forcibly
:d and committed violence on her, first stopping
mouth with his night-cap; and afterwards, on
saying that she would prosecute him, beating
with a horse-whip, and calling her by the most
robrious names. On his opening the. door the
k of the kitchen appeared, to whom the colonel .
ended, that she had robbed him of thitty guineas,
directed” him to turn her out of the house,
ch was accordingly done. Hereupor® she went
1 gentlewoman, named Parsons, and informing
of what had happerled, asked her advice how to
ceed.  Mrs, Parsons recommended her to exhibig
cles against him for the assault; but when the¢
iter came afterwards to be heard by the grand
y, they found it was not an attempt, but an actua}
nmission of the fact; and a bill was found accord -
iy. When the colonel was committed to Newgate
was loaded with heavy fetteys; but he soon put-,

N2 . * ghased
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chased a'lighter pair, and paid for the use of a raom
i the prison, and for a man to attend him. He had
been married to the daughter of Sir Alexandet
Swinton of Scotland, who bore him one daughter,
who was married to the carl of Wemys; and the
earl happening to be in Landon at the time of the
above-mentioned transaction, procured a writ of
tlabeas Corpus, and the colonel was accordingly ad«
niitted to bail.* His trial came on- at the' Old

ailey, Febroary 25, 1730, and every art was used
to traduce the character of the prosecutrix, with a
view to destroy the force of her evidence ; but, hap-
pily, her character was so fair, and there was so lit-
tle reason fo think that she had any sinister view in
the prosecution, that every artifice failed, and after
a long trial, in which the facts were proved to the
iatiafgcﬁon of the jury, a verdict of guilty was given
against the colonel, who received sentence to be ex-
acuted in the accustomed manner. On this occasion
Charteris was not a little obliged to his son-in-law,
lord Wemys, who caused the lord president Forbes
to come from Scotland, to plead the cause before
the privy-council ; and an estate of sool. per ann,
for life, was assigned to the president for this ser-
vice. At length the king consented ta grant the
colonel a pardon, on his settling a handsome annpi-
ty on the prosecutrix. Soon after his conviction, 3
fine metzofinto print of him was published, repre-
senting him standing at the bar of the Old Bailey,
with his thumbs tied ; and under the print was the
following inscription : '

* Bail for a capital offence is not admissible.—Is
it not a shame that power and interest should thus
triumph over justice? EDiToR.

¢ Behold !
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¢¢ Blood |——must a colonel, with a loid’s estate,
¢¢ Be thus obnoxious to a scoundrel’s fate ?

¢¢ Brought to the bar, and sentenc’d from the bench,
¢ Only for ravishing a country wench ?—

¢: Shall men of honour meet no more respect ?

¢ Shall their diversions thus by laws be check'd ?
¢¢ Shall'they be accountable to 'saucy jurics,

¢¢ For this or t"other plegsure ?—hell and furies !
¢¢ What man thro® villainy would run a coyrse,
¢¢ And ruin families without remorse,

¢ To heap up riches —If, when ali is done,

¢ Ap jgnominious death he cannot shun ?*

After this parrow escape, from a fate which he
had so well deserved, he retired to Edinburgh,
where he lived about two years, and then died in a
miserable manner, a victim to his own irregulay
coutse of life. 'He was buried in the fa ily-vault,
in the church-yard of the Grey Friars of Edinburgh;
but his vices had rendered him so detestable, that
it was with some difliculty that he was put into the
grave; for the mob almost tore the codfin in picces,
and committed a variety of irrcgularities, in honest
contempt of such an abandoned character. The
celebrated Dr. Arbuthnot gave a severe, but very
just, character of Colonel Clarteris, in the follow-
ing satyrical epitaph: -

Hereg lieth the body of
CoronerL Dor Francisco;
Who, with an inflexible constancy,
And inimitable uniformity of life,
* Persisted, in spite of age and infirmity,
In the practice of every human vice,
Excepting prodigality and hypocsisy; _
y3 ’ “His
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His insatiable avarice
Exempting him from the first, and
His matchless imprudence

From the latter.
Nor was he more singular in
That undeviating viciousness of life,
‘Than successful in accumulating wealth 3
Having, ’

Without trust of public money, bribe,
Worth, service, trade, or profession,
Acquired, or rather created,

- A ministerial estate. ’
Among the singularities of his life and fortune
: Be it likewise commemorated,
‘That he was the only person in histime,
Who would cheat without the 1niask of honesty ;
Who would retain his primaval meanness,
After being possessed of ten thousand poundsa year:
And who, having done, every day of his life,
: Something worthy of a gibbet,
- Was once condemned to one,
Think not, indigent reader
His life useless to mankind :
PROVIDENCE
- " Favoured, or rather connived at,”
His execrable designs,
‘That he might remain,
To this and future ages,
A conspicuous proof and example,
Of how small estimation
Exorbitant wealth is held in the sight of the
. ALMIGHTY,
By his bestowing it on
‘The most unworthy
Of all the descendants of
Adam, )
CLAX-
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CLAXTON, WILLIAM. Sece¢ Cox, Wn. .

CLUFF, JAMES, (MURDERER,) was born in
Clare-market, and lived as a waiter at several pub-
lic-houses, in all of which he maintained an extra-.
ordinary character for diligence, civility, and in-.
tegrity. He at length lived as a servant with Mr.
Payne, master of the Green Lattice in Holborn j
during his residence here he fell in love with Mary
Green, his fellow-servant ; but she being courted by
another man, constantly rejected his addresses,.
which frequently agitated his mind in the most vio-
lent degree. His rival having ene day visited Mary,
sat in-the same box with her, and was received by
her in an affectionate manner ; this did not seem at
first to be much regarded by Cluff, who. was then
engaged in attending the: customers : but whea the
lover was gone, Mr. Payne perceiving that some-
thing had discomposed his mind, asked him,the.
reason of it, but could not prevail on him to tell the
cause. While Mr, Payne and his wife were at din-
ner in the parlour, and the girl eating her's in one
of the boxes, Mrs. Payne heard a noise as if two
persons.were struggling ; and going into the tap-
soom, Cluff said, ¢¢ Come hither, madam.”” Oa
this she advanced, and saw the prisoner holding the
* deceased by the shoulders, who was sitting on the
floor, and speechless, while the blood streamed from:
her in large quantities. Mrs, Payne called out,.
" ¢¢ What have you been doing, James 2 he, said,
¢« Nothing.,” He was asked if he had scen her
hurt herseif. He said, . ¢“ No—but that.he had
seen her bring up a knife from the cellar, where she
had been to draw soaie beer for her dinner.® Mr.
Payne now entered the tap-room, and then went
into the cellar, to discover if there was any blood

there ; but finding none,’ he accused Cluff on sus-
picion
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picion of having committed the murder; and in-
stantly sent for a surgeon. When the surgeon ar-
vived, he found that a knife had been stabbed into
the upper part of the thigh, and entered the bedy
of the girl, in such a manner, that she could not
survive the stroke more than a minute. A bloody
knife was found in the roem ; and Cluff was com-
mitted to Newgate for the murder. On -his trial,
the surgeon deposed that the knife fitted the wound
that had been made, and thathe believed the woman.
hid not killed herself : but’ the jury acquitted the
prisoner, deeming the evidence insufhcient. A dis-
charge of the accused party would now have follow-
ed of.course ; but Wiﬁ?am Green, the brother and
heir of the deceased, immediately lodged an appeal 3
in consequence of which Cluff was brought to trial
at the next sessions but one, when his case was ar-
gued with the utmost ingenuity by the counsel for
and against him; but this sccond jury found him
guilty, and be was sentenced to die.” After con-
viction he exergised himself in every act of devotion;
but solemnly declared his perfect innogence with re-
spect to the murder. He was visited by his friends,
who earnestly intreated him to make a sincere cone
fession, especially as, in his case, it wag not in the
;ow_er of the king himself-to grant him a pardon.
n answer hereto. ‘he freely confessed all his other
erimes ; but, saying he would not rush into eternity
with a lie in his mouth, again steadily denied the
perpetration of the crime of which he had been gon-
victed. - The clergyman who astended him, urged °
him to the confession of his guilt, and even Te-
fused to administer the sacrament to him on the
morning of his execution, on any other terms than
those of acknowledging his crime; but nothing
gould shake his resplution ; he still steadily persisted
. ' in
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in his innocence. On his way to the place of exe-
cution, he desired to. stop at the door.of his late
- master, which being granted, he called for a pint of
wine, and having drank a glass of it, addressed Mr,
Payne in the following terms :—¢ Sir, you are not
insensible that I am going to suffer an ignominious
death, for a ‘crime of which I declare I am not
guilty; as I am to appear before my great Judge
in a few moments to answer for all my past sins.
hope you and my good mistress will pray for
poor soul, God bless you, and all your family.’
At the place of execution, he behaved in the most
<composed, devout, and resigned manner; and
seemped to possess his mind in the consciousness of
innocence, There was a great concourse of spec-
tators to witness bis fatal end, to.whom he spoke in
the following manner: ¢ Good people, I am goin
to die for a fact I pever committed. I wish a
mankind well, and as I have prayed for my prose-
<utors, I hope my sins will be forgiven, through
the meritsof my ever-blessed Redeemer. I beg you
to pray for my depasting soul, and as to the fact I
now die for, Iwish-I was as free from all other sins.”
He suffered at Tyburn, on the 25th of July, 1729,
exhibiting no signs of fear to hjs last moment.~—
Is it-not probable, the Editor.of this work begs
leave to ask the reader, that the girl, when she
brought the knife up from the cellar, might have
laid it carelessly down, in some aukward position,
and afterwards sat upon it, the awound being in the
upper part of the thigh? Certainly Cluff’s clearing
her from suicide, and not endeavouring to account
for the wound, were presumptive proots of his ine
nocence. : .
COCK, GEORGE, (THieF,) was born in the
aeighbourhood of Aldgate, and at a proper age ap-
’ prenticed
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prenticed to a peruke-maker in Spitdl fields; but he
absconded before the time gxpressed in his indenture
was expired, and his master judging him to be
strongly disposed to disorderly and profligate coure
ses, p' rsued no measures to induce {is return, He
then lived seven or eight years as errand-boy and
porter to several tradesmen, none of whom had any
Feason to suspect that he puiloined their property
but he was held by them in no esteem, on account
of his being frequently intoxicated, and - assogiating
with people of dissolute principles. It is natural -to
suppose, that the abandoned company he kept in-
“ereased his inclination to a life of idleness, and
roved the cause of his pursuing felonious courses
¥or procuring . the means of subsistence. Having
made pretensions of love to a maid-servant in. the
neighbourhood of May-Fair, she invited him fo her
master’s house: he was punctual to the, appoint= -
ment, and during his stay, treacherously stole asile
ver spoon of about twelve shillings value. Learning
that a Jady lived at Streatham whose son was abroad,
he went to her house, and informed her, that he was
lately arrived in- England, and waited upon Rer by
the desire of the young gentleman, to assure her of
‘the coptinuance of his filial affection. He was in-
vited to partake of the best provisions the house
could afford, and entertained with great liberality,
kindness, and respect. After he had sufficiently
vefreshed himself, and secreted a large silver spoon
in his pocket, he departed, intending to direct his
course towards the metropolis. The spoon being
missed, two servants were dispatched in search of
the thief ; and overtaking him at abont the distance
of a mile from the houts,. they donducted him to a
magistrate, who committed him to Bridewell, as a
vagrant, the lady refusing to prosecute him for the
* . felony,
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felony. Having remained in ptison about threw
-months,. and been privately whipped, he was dis-
-missed, after the justice by whom he was committed
had pathetically represented to him the disgrace,
danger, and iniquity, of sceking to obtain a livelis
‘hood by illegal practices.  Upon gaining informae
tion that. the father of.a young gentleman of Bare
tholomew lane was abroad, he went to :the house,
"and pretcnded to the youth that he was.preparing to
embark for the country where his father resideds
saying, that as he was acquainted with the old gens
tleman, he. should be happy to deliver any message .-
or letter, or execute any commission with which the
‘ron might think proper to charge him. ' His receps
tion here was not less hospitable than that he expe-
rienced at Streatham; and ke did not take leave-tifl
he had conveyed a silver cup into his pocket, with
which he got off undiscovered. He sold the cup,
-and expended the mouey it produced in the most ex-
travagant manner. After this, he went to the house
of ithe captain of a trading vessel, in Rateliff-high-
-way, whom he knew was at sea, expecting that he
should be able to amuse his wife by . some plausible .
pretences, and obtain a booty before he left the
house. - He was informed -that the captain’s lady
-was not at home, but was invited into the house by
- her mother, who told him ‘that she expected her
daughter’s return in a very short time. Being shewn
- into the kitchen, he asked the maid-servant for some
table-beer, and while she was gone to draw it, he
secreted a large silven tankard ; upon the maid’s
bringing the beer, he drank heartily, and then,
‘pretending that he had some business to transact,
which would not permit him to stay any longer,
took leave, promising to return the following day s
he sold the tankard to a Jew. He enquired of l:;l;
A vant
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vant-nfaid in Spital-ficlds, whether there were not
some women in that neighbourhood whose husbands
were. in foreign parts. The girl said the husbands
" of two or three of her master’s neighbours were
abroad, and asked the name of the person he desired
to find. He said he had forgot the name; but art-
fully added that he should .remember it npon hear-
éng it repeated ; in consequence of which, she men-
tioried some names, and upon his saying that.one of
then was “that of the party he wanted, the girl di=
Tected him 1o the house where the wife of his sup-
posed friend resided. -He told the wqman that he
was lately arrived in England, and, by her husbandis
particular desire, called to inform ber of his being in
perfect health when he embarked. He formed some
trifling excuse for occasioning the woman to leave
the-apartinent, and soon after her return he went
-away, tdking with him a pint silver tankard and
two gilver table spoons. By the above and othgr
‘villainies ‘of a similar nature, he gained a mainte-
nance for several years.- At last, he went to twe
ladies in Seho.square, in one-day, under the-pretext
of delivering messages from their husbands, who had
-bech several years resident in foreign parts ; and was
received by them in the most_kind and hospitable
manner. He had been gone but a short time; when
one of the ladies missed some silver spoons; in eon-
sequence of which, he was pursued, and taken be-
fore a magistrate ; and during his examination, the
othér appeared, and, on oath, identified 2 silver
tankard, tfound in the prisoner’s possession. He was
committed to Newgate, and, at the ensuing sessiong
-at the Old Bailey, condemned to suffer death. Du-
ring his confinement in Newgate, he shewed not the
Jeast remorse for. his past pffences, nor employed any
part of the short time he bad toexist in making the
e Regessary
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hecessar ration for the awful change he wag
about- 3 eprepraience, but flattered himself gxethe ex.
ctation of being reprieved. However, after learn-
g that he was orderéd for exccution, he, in some
degree, corrected the irregularity of his behaviour 3
but still his conduct was by no means such as might
have been expected from a man in his dreadful situ<—
ation. He was almost wholly regardless of the de-
votional exercises at the place of execution ; and re-
fused to address the populace, though urged to it
by the ordinaty. He suffered at Tybum, on the
13th of June, 1748. .
CODLIN, WILLIAM, (sHIP-DESTROYER,)
was a native of Scarborough, and allowed to be an
excellent seaman in the north coast trade, in which-
he had”long sailed, between Sunderland” and Lon-
don. He was captain of the brig Adventure, no-
minally bound to Gibraltar and Leghorn ; for felo-
niously destroying which, with a view to defraud the
underwriters, Messrs. Maryan, Ryder, Honeyman,
and Nash, on the 8th of August; 1802, off Bright<
helmston, by boring three holes in the larboard
run, and other holes in the larboard quarter,
he was indicted. Codlin and Read were charged,
as officers of the ship, for committing the fact; and
Macfaslane and Easterby, as owners, for procuring
it to be committed. The trial came on at the ses-
sions-house, in the Old Bailey,  Tuesday, Oct. 26,
1802, before sir William Scott, lord Ellenborough,
and baron Thompson. It commenced at 9 o’clock
in the morning, and did not conclude till 12 at night.
8o great was the desite of the public to witness the
developement of this nefarious transaction, that the
sessions-house was filled before eight o’¢clock in the
morning, and every avenue leading thereto blocked
up. The first witness was T, Cooper, who said he
was a scaman on board the Adveriture, originally
VOL.I. ° before
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before the mast ; was shipped in the river, the vessel
then lying below Limehouse. Codlin was captain
and Douglas mate; the rest of the crew consisting
of two boys, making in all five. Storrow was com-
ing back and forward. There was a part. of the -
cargo on board. The vessel sailed from Limchouse -
for Yarmouth, where she took. in twenty-two hogs-
heads of tobacco, some linen, and fifteen tons of
ballast.  From thence they proceeded to Deal, hav-.
ing taken on board at Yarmouth an addition&l hand,
named Walsh, a bricklayer’s labourer. At Deal,
Douglas, the mate, complained of the rheumatism,
and left them. Storrow went away, and was suc-
ceeded by Read. They took in another hand, named -
Lacy. The captain said, as witness was bringing
him off shore, that. witness should take Douglas’s .
birth; but witness said he was. not capable, not .
knowing navigation. The captain said, as long as.
" he pleased him, that was plenty. They did not sail .
from Deal assoon as they might. The captain said
at one time, he waited for letters; and st another, ::
he waited for a wind. It blew a little, but other
shipssailed. At length, they sailed, fiveorsix days
be&re the vessel went down.. The captain. gave
strict orders to keep the boat free: witness put in
four oars, cutting two of them to the length: for-
moerly they threw lumber into the boat ; but the cap-
tain ordered that there should be none there, and that
there should be plenty of tholes, or pins, for the
oars. The captan said, they should not be in the.
ship forty-zight hours louger : this was Friday. On
Saturday, he said that night should be, the last; it
was impossible she could carry them through the °
bay ; he did not think her trust-worthy for his life, -
and why should witness for his? . The captain then
seut witness down to mix grog for himself and Read& :

I ’
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and some of the crew. Witness was afterwards
walking the quarter-deck ; the captain was at the °
helm, and called witness torelieve him. The captain
went below : he-came up ina quarterofan hour, and
said to the witness, ¢ go down, and you will find an -
augur on the cabin deck : take up the scuttle, and
bore two or three holes in the run, as close down to
the bottom as possible.” - The witness went down,
and found the auger: it was a new one, brought by
the captain from Deal, and was put into the haudle
of another auger: he bored three holes, close down
in the run, with twa augers and a spike gimblet,
which he left in the holes. The witness came on
deck, and told the captain he -had bored the holes.
The captain asked if the water was coming in ? wit-
ness said, not much, for he had left the augers in the
Roles. The captain said they might remain till day-
light. - On Sunday morning, the cabin-boy was pré-
vented from coming down by the captain; before
that, he always ¢ame down, and got breakfast in the
cabin. Atday-break, witness pulled out the augers,
and the water came in, but the captain did notthink
it came-in sufficient quantity, and wished for the
mall to enlarge the holes. The witness said, the
crow-bar would do. The captain or?emd him to.
bring the crow-bar, and make the holes larger: he
did so; the captain was present all the time, and
lent 2 hand to knock down the lockers, to make
room. The crow-bar went through the bottom,
and, the witness believed, so did the augers. Mr.
Read was in bed, close by the holess the distance
mi%htbe about four yards. Mr. Read turned him-
self round several times while the witnes3 was boring
the holes: he neverspoke, nor did witness speak to
him, but he turned in the bed several times; the
auger did not make much noiss,. When the holes

032 were
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. were bored, the witness called Read, by the eap.
tain’s order: he came on deck, but shortly after he
went down, and went to bed “again. The bed was
on the Jarboard side of the cabin. Read could not
sce the augers, but he might hear the water run, as
the cabin-boy heard it, and the witness heard it
himself, a small hole being left open to keep the
pumps at work. Read went to bed again, but he
was on deck when the hole was beat with the crow-
bar. Read was permitted to go down, but the boys
were not. When the hole was beat through, the
colours were hoisted ; the boat was already out;, and
all hands in it, except the captain and witness. Wit-
ness packed up his things when he was told they
could not be forty-eight hours in the vessel, but he
-mentianed the matter to nobody. He packed them

-in 2 bread-bag which he emptied on the deck. When
" the holes were boring, the captain ordered the men
aloft, to take in sail; no one could possibly see or
Bear him, except witness, the captain, and Read. |
They.left the vessel at eight o’clock. Several boats
came off on the signal. The people in them said,
they (captain Cocﬁ.inn and his prople) had met witha
sad misfortune~: they answered yes. The boats asked
if they wanted any assistance, and offered to tow
them on shore. The captain said, she was his while
she swam, and they had no business with her. The
Swallow revenue cutter then came up, and took the
_brig in tow, fastening a hawse, to the mast: the
brig, which lay on her beam-ends befare, immedi»
Inﬁ' righted, and went down. Withess has no
donbt that she went down in consequence of the
holes. Read’s trunk had come on board at Deal : it
was sent back the next day; witness helped it into
the boat: it was full of linen when it came, and was

not locked ; witness does not know what it contained
when
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when it went back. Captain Codlin and the whole -
crew went to the Ship tavern at Brighton. Read-
said to a lady who came to see him, that he had lost -
every thing belonging to him, and that he was ru-
ined. ' Easterby and Macfarlane caine to Brighton
on Tuesday: they came to the Ship tavern. Eas-
terby asked where the holes were, and.of what sige ¢
there were some carpenter’s tools on thie floor, which
had been brought from the vessel: Easterby asked.
+ if the holes were of the same size of the han-
dle of the chissel that was among the tools;.
aud being told they were, said, the witness should
prepare the handle to plug the holes, in case the
ship should comeon shore, as she was then driving’
in. Macfarlane was in the room, but witness cannot
say whether he could hear, as Easterby spoke in a
low voice.. Easterby said Codlin was a d—d fool,
he had made a stupid job of it, he should have done
the business on the French coast, and then he might
have made the shore of either country in the boat,
in such fine weather, Macfarlane discoursed with
them, but witness did not hear what be said. Eas-
terby spoke loud enough for all the room to hear
him. Macfarlane and Easterby ordered the captain
and witness to go to London together, and to take
private lodgings, in which they should keep.close,
or they would be under sentence of death. Macfar-
Jane took seats in the coach for them, and paid their
passage. Read wrote on a piece of paper wherg
witnesswas to go in London, to Macfarlane’s house;
Witness received 9s. wages, and Macfaslane gave
him a guinea : this was after he had described the
size of the hole. He could not say whether the othess
were paid their wages. Witness came up with ane
of the bags, the captain being stopped by a gentle-
man (Mr, Douglas), The boy was put in his place,
.03 ~ at
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at five or six in the morning. Read went with
witness to the coach office ; Macfarlane came after-
and Easterby came with the boy, who was appreny
tice to Storrow. Only one pymp had been worked
for a length of time in the ship, the other was notin
order: there was a gear for the other, but the cap-
tain did not want to find it. The captain sent the
boy down for his great coat ; the boy, on his return,
said the water was running : the captain said it was
nosuch thing, it was only the water in the run; and
told the boy to go forward.- He ordered witnes¢ to
go down and see, but jogged him ashe passed, and
told him to say it was nothing. Waitness, on com-
ing up, said it was only the water in the run. Wit-
ziess staid in London two nights, and then went to
his mother, near Saxmundham, -in Suffolk; having

'no money, and failing to get a ship, after several
- applicatior, he walked the whole way, which is 88

miles. When he arrived, his mother told him there
had been people after him, about a ship; and there
had been hand-bills, offering a reward. He imme-
diately sent for the constable.of the place, Mr. As-
kettle, and suniendered himself, to whom he told.
every thing, desiring him to take him to London.
John Morris, George Kennedy, Lacy, and James
Welch, corroborated Cooper’s testimony. Storrow
proved the intent of the voyage, that it was to de-
fraud the underwriters. The insurances were ajsq
toved. Seyeral witnesses gave Read and Macfar-
ine a good character. As it appeared that Read
took no active part in the business, and one of the
witnesses having intimated that he was deaf, and the
Jearned judge observing that it was possible he could
not-hear the conspirators talking and the-baring ot
the ship,- &c. he was acquitted, and the rest found
L o Gpilty
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Gui ty ; but two points of law having been pointed
out by Mr. Er.kine, in favour of Easterby and
Macfarlane, judgment wasaccordingly arrested, for
the decision of the twelve judges They all beard
the verdict with much firmness—Read with the most
composure 3 Easterby apparently with indifference,
Jooking around him; Macfarlane's features shewed
he was inwardly much affected, though he bore.
himself with firmness; Codlin. stood behind. Sip
‘William Scott desired that Codlin might be put to
the bar, and the others removed.. Sir William then
pronounced sentence of death on Codlin, in the
most solemn and impressive manner ; telling him to
employ the few days he had: to live in repentance,
and reconciling -himself to God, for there was no
hope of pardon in this world. Codlin then retired
with a firm and undaunted deportment, taking a
sespectful Jeave of “the court as he went out. On
Friday preceding his exccution, Mrs, Codlin left
town for Windsor, with a petition to hi. Majesty,
which, however, her husband had declared he did not
conceive would be of any service; yet, in spite of
this declaration, he was in the follest expectation of
a respite until near twelve at night, when all his
hopes vanished, and the certainty of his fate bursg
upon his mind, and caused the greatest perturbation
and anxious desire to sce his wife. A person of the
name of Dring, who sat up with him, and to whose
kind and hnwane attentions he seemed truly sensible,
used every meaas to tranqujllize his mind : this ef-
fect was at length produced; and on his wife being
~introduced to him, which, by the considerate hy-
manity of Mr. Kirby, was done carly in the morn-
ing (she having returned to Mr. Kirby’s house be-
tween two and three o’clock), hé was perfectly
composed, Any description of their parting sce?;
T Tt T weul
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He repeatedly declared that he forgave his associ-
ates. He confessed the justice of his sentence, and
begged the Ordinary to accept his most grateful ac-
.knowledgments for his pious and friendly admoni-
tions, by the assistance of which he died in peace
with all mankind, and in the most implicit belief
of the forgiveness of the Almighty, He shook the
clergyman’s hand in taking farewell, with some-
what of a convulsive grasp. A cap was put on his
head—he drew it with his own handsover his eyes.
The board, upon a signal from. the sheriff, who sat .
inano ite window, was soon after dropped from
under his feet. In two or three minutes he appear-
ed to expire without a struggle. His body, after
hanging for the due length of time, was cut down,
and carried away in a boat by his friends. An im-
mense concourse of people 3ttended his progress
from the goal to the place of execution ; it conti-
nually augmented while be proceeded.” When he
reached the scaffold, the whole neighbourhood to.a
considerable’ distance was filled with one throngs
all the decks of the ships round the dock, and a mul-
titude of boats on theriver, were equally crowded
with spectators. The solemnity of the occasion
seemed to make a due impression on the mob,
COLEMAN, RICHARD, (sUPPOSED MUR-
DERER), had received a decent education, and
" was clerk to a brewer. He had a wife and seve-
ral children, who were. reduced .to accept the
bounty of the parish, in consequence of his having
been, though innocent, found guilty at the assizes
- held at Kingston in Surry, in March 1749, of the
murder of Sarah Green, on thé 23d of July pre-
ceding, Sarah Green having been with some ac-
quaintance to a bean-feast ‘in Kennington lane,
.staid till a Jate hour, and on her return towards
) Southwark,
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Southwark, she met with three men; who had the
appearance of brewer’s servants, two of whowm lay
with her by force, and otherwise used her in so
inhuman a manner as will bear no description.
Sach was the ill-treafment she had received, that it
was two o’clock in the moming before she was able
to reach her dodgings, and on the following day was
30 ill, that she informed several people how she had
been treated ; on which she was sent to St. Tho-
mas’s hospital. 'Whil€ in the hospital she declared
that a clerk in the (then Berry’s) brewhouse
was one of the parties who had treated her in such
an infamous .manner ; and it was supposed Cole-
man was the person to whom she alluded. Two
days after the shocking transaction had happened,
Coleman and one Daniel Trotman happened to call
at the queen’s-head alehouse in Bandy-leg walk, -
where the latter was perfectly sober, but the former
in a state of intoxication. Having called for some

" rum and water, Coleman was stirring it with a’
spoon, when a stranger asked him what he had done
with the pig; meaning a pig that had been lately
stolen in the neighbourhood. Coleman, unconsci-
ous of guilt, and conceiving himself afffonted by
such an impertinent question, said ¢¢ D—n the pig,
what is it to me?** The other, who secems to have
had.an intention to ensnare him, asked if he knew
Kennington-lane ? Coleman answered that he did,
and added, ¢¢ what of that - The other then asked
him if lie knew the woman that had been so cruelly
treated in Kennington lane? Coleman replied yes;
and again said, ¢ what of that?>> The other man
aked, ¢ Were not you one.of the parties coricerned
in that affair 2> Coleman, who, as before observed, -
was_intoxicated, and had no suspicion of design,
replied, ¢ If I had, you dog, what then ?” harmd
threw

\
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threw at him the spoon with which he was stirring
the liquor. A violent quarrel ensued ; but at length
Coleman went away with: Trotman. On the fol-
lowing day: Coleman calling at the queen’s-head
abovementioned, the landlord informed him how
imprudently he had acted the preceding day. Cole-
.man, who had been too drunk to remember what
passed, asked . if he had offended any person ;-on
which the landlord informed him of what had hap-
pened : but the other still comscious of his inno-
cence, paid no regard to what he said. On the
2g9th of August, Daniel Trotman and another man
went before Mr. Clarke, a magistrate in the
Borough, and charged Coleman on suspicion of
having violently assaulted, and cruelly treated, Sa-
rah Green, in the Parsonage-walk, near Newington-
church, in Surréy. The magistrate, who- does nbt
seem_to have supposed that Coleman was guilty,
sent to him, and hired a man to attend him to the
hospital where the wounded woman lay ; and a per®
son pointing out Coleman, asked if he was one of
the persons who had used her so cruelly. She said,
she believed he was : but as she declined to swear
positively to his having any concern in the affair,
Justice Clark admitted him to bail. Some time af-
" terwards Coleinan was again taken before the ma-
gistrate, when nothing positive being sworn against’
him, the justice would haye absolmelydi%charge(f
him: but -Mr, Wynne, the master of the injured
girl, requesting that he imight once more be taken
to see her, a time was fixed - for that purpose, ‘and
the justice took Co'eman’s word for his appearance.
The accused party came punctually to ‘:is time,
bringing with him the landlord of an alehouse where
Sarah Green had been onthe night of the- affair,
with the three men who really jured her: this
publican,



COLEMAN. . 157

publican, and the other people, declared on oath
that Coleman was not one of the parties. On the
following day Justice Clarke went to the hospital,
to take the examination of the woman on oath.
Having asked her if Coleman was one of the men
who had injured her, she said she could not tell, as
it was dark at the time; but Coleman being called
in, an oath was administered to her, when she swore
that bhe was one of the three men that abused her.
Notwithstanding thisoath, the justice, who thought
the poor girl not in her right senses, and was con-
vinced in his own mind of the innocence of Cole-
man, permitted him to depart, on his promise of
bringing bail the following day to answer the com-
plaint at the next assizes for Surry ; and he brought
his bail and gave security accordingly. Sarab
Green dying in the hospital, the coroner’s jury sat
;0 enquire into the cause of her death; and having
- found a verdict of wiltul murder against Richard
Coleman, and two persons then unknown, a war-

rant was issued to take Coleman into custody.— . .

Though this man was conscious of his innocence,
vet such were his terrors at the idea of going to pri-
son on such a charge, that he ahsconded, and se-
creted himself at Pinner, near Harrow on the Hill,
- Xing George the Second being then at Hanover,
a proclamation, was issued by the Lords of .the Re-
zency, offering a reward of sol. for the apprehen-
sion of the supposed offender; and to this the pa-
iish of St. Saviour, Southwark, added a reward of .
20l. Coleman read the advertisement for his ap-
prehension in the Gazette, but was still so thought-
Iess as to conceal himself, though perhaps an im-
mediate surrender would have been deemed the
strongest testimony of his innocence; however to
assert his innocence, he caused the following adver-
. 4 tisement ..
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tisement to be printed in the news.papers. ~ & [.
Richard Coleman, seeing myself advertised in the
Guzette, as absconding on account of the murder
of Sarah Green, knowing inyself no way culpable,
do assert that I have not absconded from justice;
but will willingly and readily appear at the next as-
sizes, knowing that my innocence will acquit me.™
Strict search being made after him, he was appre-
hended at Pinner, on the 22d of November, and
lodged in Newgate, whence he was removed to the
new jail, Southwark, till the time of the assizes at
Kingston in Suiry ; when his conviction arose prin-
cipally from the'evidence of Trotman, and the de-
claration of the dying woman. Some persons posi-
tively swore that he was in another place at the time
the fact was committed ; bat their evidence was not
credited by the jury., After conviction he behaved
like one who was possesséd of conscious innocénce,
and who had no fear of death tor a crime which he
_had not committed. He was attended at the place
of execution by the Rev. My. Wilson, to whom he
delivered a paper, in which he declared, that he was
altogether innocent of the crime alledged against
him. He died with great resignation ; lamenting
only the distress in which he should leave a wife and
two children. This unhappy victim to erroneous
evidence suffered the sentence of the law at Kea-
nington common on the 12th of April, 1749.
About two years after Coleman’s death, it was
discovered that James Welch, Thomas Jones, and
John Nichols, were the persons who actually treazed
Sarah Green in that inhumag manner which occa-
sioned her decase. These offenders had been ac-
quainted from their. childhood, and had kept the
murder a secret, till it was discovered in the follgw-
ing manner. While Welch, and a young fellow
.- . named
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named James Binh, were walking on the road to
Newington Butts, their conversation happened to
turn on the subject of those who had been executed
withqut being guilty ; and Welch said, ¢ among
whom was Coleman, Nichols, Jones, and I, were
the persons who committed the murder for which
be was hanged.”” In the .course of conversation,
Welch owned that, having been at a public-house’
called Sot’s-hole, they had drank plentifully, and
on their return through Kennington.-lane, met
with a woman, with whom they went as far as
the Parsonage-walk, near the church-yard of
Newington, where she was so horridly abused
by Nichols and. Jones, that Welch declined offer-
ing her-any farther insult. Bush did not at that
time.. appear to pay any particular attention to
what he heard: but soom afterwardsy, as he was
crossing London-bridge with his father, he addres-
sed him as follows: ¢¢ Father, I have been extreme.
lyill; apd as I am afraid I shall not live long, ¥
should be glad to discover something that lies heavy |
en my mind.” Accordingly they went to a public

bouse. in the Borough, where Bush related 'this story
to his father, which was scarce ended, when seeing
Jones at the window, they callied him in, and de-
sired him to drink with them. He had not been
Jong. in eompany, when they told him they heard
he was one, of the murderers. of Sarah Green, on
whose account Celeman suffered death. Jones
trembled and turncd pale on hearing what they said ;
but soon -assuming a degree of courage, said,
¢ What does it signify ?- The map is hanged, and
the woman dead, and nobody can hurt us;™ to
which he added, ¢ We were connected with a wo-
man, bit who can tell that was the woman Coleman
died for " In consequenge of this acknowledge-
ment’ Nichols,. Jones, and Welch, were soon after-
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wards apprehended ; when all of them steadily de-
nied their guilt; and the hear-say testimouy ot
Bush being all that could be adduced against them.
Nichols was admitted evidence for the crown; in
consequence of which all the particulars of the hor-
rid murder were developed. The prisoners being
brought to trial at the next assizes for the county
of Suiry, Nichols deposed, that himself, with
Welch and Jones, baving been drinking at the
house called the Sot’shale, on the night that the
woman was used in such an inhuman manner, they
quitted the house, in order to return home, when
meeting a woman, they asked her if she would -
drink ; which she declined, unless they would ge
to the king’s-hcad, where she would treat them wich
a pot of beer, Hereupon they went, and*drank
both beer and geneva with her; and then all the
parties going forward to -the patsonage-walk, the
poor woman was treated in a manuer too shocking
to be described. It appeared that, at the time of
the perpetration of the fact, the murderers wore °
white aprons ; and that Jones and Weich called
Nichols by the name of Coleman; circumstances
that evidently led to the prior conviction of that un-
fortundte man ; as it caused the dying girl to mis-
take their persons. On the whole state of the evi-
dence there seemed to be no doubt of the guile of
the prisoners, so that the jury did not hesitate to
convict them, and sentence of death passed of
course, After conviction they behaved with the
utmost contrition, being attended by the Rev. Dr.
Howard, rector of St. George's, , Southwark, to
whom they readily confessed their offences. They
likewise signed a declaration, which they begged
might be published, containing the fullest assertion
of Coleman’s innocence 3 and, exclusive of this ac-
’ knowledgment,
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knowledgment, Welch wrote to the brother of Cole-
man, confessing- his guilt, and begging his prayers
and forgiveness. Jones wrote to his sister, then liv-
ing in the service of a genteel family at Richmond,
requesting her to make interest in his favour: but
the answer he received was, that his crime was of
such a nature, that she could not ask a favour for
hijn with any degree of propriety. She earnestly
“begged of him to prepaie for death, and implore a
pardon at that tribunal where alone it could be ex-
ed.  They suffered at Kennington common, on

the 6th of September, 1751, ] )

COLLEDGE—See Ramsay, J.

COLLEY, THOMAS, (MURDERER), was of
Jow birth, without any education, and thus ignos-
ant, became the dupe of prejudice and superstition
in the following manner. On the 18th of April,
3751, a man named Nichols went to William Dell,
the cryer of Hemel-Hempstead in Hertfordshire,
and delivered to him a piece of paper, with four
pence, to cry the words which were writtes: on the
paper, a copy of which was as follows: ¢ This is
to give notice, that on Monday next, a man and a
woman are ro be ducked at Tring, in this county,
for their wicked crimes.”” This notice was given
at Winslow and Leighton-Buzzard, as well as at
Hemel-Hempstead, on - the respective market-days,

- and was heard by Mr. Barton, overseer of the pa-
rish of Tring, who being informed that the pes-
sons intended to be ducke 1 were John O-borne, and
Ruth his wife, and having no doubt of the good
character of both the partiss, he sent them to the
workhouse, as a protection from the rage of. the
mob. On the day appointed for the practice of the
infernal ceremeny, an immense number, supposcd
to be no fewer than five thousand, assembled near

P3 the
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the workhouse at Tring, vowing revenge against
Osborne and his wife, as a wizard and a witch, and
demanding that they should be delivered up to their
fury ; they likewise pulled down a wall belonging
to the workhouse, and broke the windows and their
- frames. On the preceding evening, the master of
the workhouse, suspecting some violence from what
he heard of the disposition of the people, sent Os-
borne and his wife to the vestry-room belonging t3
the church, as a place the most likely to secure
them from insult. The mob would not give credit
to the master of the workhouse that the parties
were removed,’but rushing into the house, searched
it through, examining the closets, boxes, trunks,
and even the salt-box, in search of them. There
being a hole in the ceiling which appeared to have
been left by the plaisterers, Collcy, who was one of
the most active of the gangy cried out, ¢ Let us
search the ceiling.”®  This being done by Chatles
- Young, withaslittle successas before, theyswore they
would pull down the heuse, and set fire to the whole
town of Tring, except Osborne and his wife were
rroduced. The master of the workhouse, appre-
ensive that they would carry their threats into ex-
ecution, informed them where the.poor people were
concealed, on which the whole mob, with Colley at

their head, went to the church, and brought them
off in triumph. This being do e, the mob con. ~
ducted them to a pond called Marlston-Mere,
where the man and womanwere separately tied up
in acloth : then a rope was bound round the body
of the woman, under her arm-pits, and two ine;:
dragged her into the pond, and through it severy!
times; Colley going into the pond, and, with u
atick, turning her from side to side. Having duck-
¢d her repeatedly in this manper, they placed lpbm
oy

~
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by the side of the pond, and dragged the old man
in, and ducked him: then he was put by, and the
‘woman ducked againas before, Colley making the
same use of his stick, With this cruelty the hus-
band was treated  twice over, and the wife three
times ; during the Jast of which the cloth in which
" she was wrapped came off, and she appeared quite
naked: Not satisfied with this barbarityy- Ozllcy
pushed bis stick against ber breast. The poor wo-
man attempted to lay hold of it, but Her strength
being now exhausted, she expired on the spot. Col-
"}y then went round .the pomr, and collected money
of the populace for the sport he had shewn them, in
ducking the old witch, as he called her. The mob
having been dispersed, the body was taken out of
the pond, and ¢xamined by M. Foster, a surgeon,
when the coroner’s inquest being summoned on the
pccasion, Mr. Foster deposed, that ¢ on exanrin-
ing the body of the deceased, he found no wound,
either internal or external, except a little place that
had the skin off on one of her breasts; and it was
his opinion, that she was suffocated with water and
mud.” Hereupon Colley was taken into custody,
and when his trial came on he made the following
deféence:—¢¢ I happened to be so unfortunate as to
be at Marlston-green, among other people, out of
-guriosity, to see what the mob would do with John
Osborne and his wifc ; where, sceidg that they used
them very barbarously, I went into the pond as a
friend, to save her if I could; for I knew both
yery well, and never had any occasion to fall out
with them, but bore' them good-will. As for the

money I collécted by the pond-side, it was for the °

great pains I had taken in the pond to save both
‘the man and the woman.” However, upon the

evidence of Mr. Foster, and that of several who
e [ ' witnessed

-
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witnessed Colley’s activity in the mob, he was
found guilty, and received sentence of death.—
After conviction, he seemed to behold his guilt ig
its true light of enormity. On the day before his
execution he received the sacrament, and then siga.
ed the following solemn declaration, which he re-
quested might be dispersed through the several
LowkD a\n‘d villages in the county :

D)
¢ Gaod People, :

¢ I beseerh you all to take warning by an un-
happy man’s suffering : that you be not deluded in-
to so absurd and wicked a conceit, as to believe
that there are any such beingsupon earth as witches.
It was that foolish and vain imagination, heighten-
ed and inflamed by the strength of liquor, which
prompted me to be instrumental (with others as
mad as myself) in the horrid and barbarous mur-
der of Ruth Osborne, the supposed witch, for which
I am now so deservedly to suffer death. I am fully
convinced of my former error, and, with the sin-
gerity of a dying man, dcclare that I do not believe
there is such a.thing in being as a witch; and pray
God that none of you, through a contrary persua-
sion, may hereatter be induced to think that you
have-a right in any shape to persecute, much less
endanger the life of a fellow-creature. I beg of
you all to pray to God to forgive me, and to wash
clean my polluted soul in the blood of Jesus Christ,

my Saviour and Redeemer.

¢¢ So exhorteth you all, the dying

¢ THomas COLLEY.™.

. The dny.befm"e his execution', he was removed
from the gaol of Hertford, under the escort of a
hundred men of the Oxford Blues, commanded by *

sgven
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seven officers; and being lodged in the gaol of St.
Alban’s, was put into a chaise at five o’clock the
next morning, with the hangman, and reached the.
place of exetution about eleven, where his wife and
daughter came -to take leave of him; and the mi-
' mister of Tring assisted him in his last moments,
.when he exhibited all the marks of unfeigned peni-
tence and devout contrition. He suffered August
24, 1751, and was afterwards hung in chains ata
place called Gubblecut, near where the offence was
committed.
COLLIER, WILLIAM. Sce RANN, JOHN.

COLLINGTON, JOHN, (INCENDIARY,) wWas
the son of a rector at Pluckley, near Sandwich in
Kent, and was gualified, by liberal education, and
great natural talents, to have made a very respect-
able figure in life; but his passions were so vio-
lent, and his revenge so implacable, that all who
knew him beheld him with horror. He used to de-
clare that he would be a sincere friend, but an in-
veterate foe ; and even while at school created such

dissentions among the other scholars, that he was
held in umiversal contempt, and was discharged
from more schools than one with marks of igno-
miny. At length his father apprenticed himn to 2
grocer in Newgate street, London, but he behaved
i such a manner-as to become an object of terror
to his fellow-servants, and rendered himself so truly
disagreeable to his master, that he gave up his in-
dentures, and discharged him. Having served the
remainder of his apprenticeship with a grocer of
Maidstone, he opened a shop at: Rye in Sussex,
where he lived some years; but he fomented such
perpetual discord among his neighbours, as to.oc-
casion several law-suits; and scarce any one would
deal with a man whom every one had reason to-des-
: pise.
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pise. From this place he went to Charing in Kenf,
where he likewise kept a shop a considerable time 3
but the same irascible conduct which bad rendered
him 3n object of contempt at Rye, made him
equally obnoxious to the inhabitants of this place.
He had not been long in business before he married
a young lady, with whom he received a consider-
able fortune, and by whom he had ten children.—
His conduct towards them was the most extravagant
“that can be imagined. Six children, who died, he
buried in his own garden, nor would he permit any
of them to be baptized. He frequently beat them -
in a barbarous manner ; and when the mother in-
terposed in their behalf, he used to confine her
whole nights in a saw-pit. Being remarkably fond
of sporting, his wife, when pregnant; requested he
would procure her a partridge ; in consequence of
which he went out, and shot several : but when the
birds were dressed, and ready for the table, one of
the children happening to offend him, he corrected
it in so severe 8 manner, as to endanger its life; and
the mother interposing for the preservation of the
child, he was so enraged, that he cut the partridges
in pieces, and. threw them to the cats and dogs.—
‘This instance of worse than savage ferocity 8o af-
- fected his wife, that she fell into fits and miscar-
ried : but she had not been long recovered, when,
on her interposing in behalf of one of the children,
whom he was treating with severity, he threw her
down stairs, and stamped on her breast, which gave
rise to.a cancer that occasioned her death, His fa-
ther dying soon after this, he sugceeded to .a good
estate at Throwleigh in Kent, to which place he
removed ; and- took to the practice of exporting
wool contrary to law, for which he was prosecuted
in the court of exchequer, and convicted to pay a
/ large
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large penalty ; but he avoided payment, by having
previously conveyed his estate to another, and then
swearing he was not worth five pounds. Being pas-
sionatcly fond of -hunting, he was frequently pro-
secuted for offending against the game-laws, by
which he was put to almost continual expense.—
Notwithstanding the treatment his first wife had re-
ceived from him, he soon married a second, b
whom he had also six ‘children. At length his of-
fences against the Jaws made for the preservation of _
the game became so numerous, that the dowager
countess of Rockingham built a cottage, in which
she placed ome of her servants, as a spy upon his
conduct. Collington, incensed by this circum-
stance, tempted a pooy countryman to sct fire to the
cottage ; but the man had courage and honesty to,
resist the temptation. Hereupon he took one ot his
servants, named Luckhurst, toFeversham in Kent,
at the time of the fair, and, on their way thither,
told him he would give him half a guinea to fire the
said cottage, which the man received, and promised
to comply. On the following day, when Luck-
hurst recollected the nature of the contract he had
been making, his mind was so disturbed that he
went to Collington, and offered back the money,
declaring that he would have no share in the trans-
action. Collington was so enraged, that he threat-
ened to destroy him, unless he kept the money, and
did as he had agreed; the consequence of which
was, the man fired the cottage at midnight, by
which it was reduced to the ground. This man-
was so neglectful of his children, that he would not .
buy them necessary apparel, so that they appeared
like beggars; nor would he even pay for their learn.
ing to read. Oue of his sons, 2 boy twelve years
of age, having-offended him, he confined him ina-
. saw-pit,



168 COLLINCTON.

saw-pit, where he must have been starved, but tha¢
he was occasionally supplied with food by the hu-"
manity of the servants: and for this conduct their
brutal master turned them out of the house with-
out paying what was due to them.  This inhuman
wretch then refused to maintain his son, so that
the child absolutely begged his bread in the neigh-
bourhood: but he had not wandered long in this
manncr, when Mr. Clarke, the churchwarden, re-
ceived him into. his house, and provided for him
till the quarter-sessions, when he submitted the case
to the consideration of the magistrates., These
gentlemen, having reflected that Collington was in
affluent circumstances, gave directions that the
child should be properly provided for, and.issued a
- warrant for seizing on part of the father’s effects,
to defray the charge. This warrant was executed
by a constable whom Clarke attended—a circum-
stance which gave such offence to Collington, that
he vowed revenge, and bade Clarke make his will,
After this he hired five fellows to go to Mr. Clarke’s-
house, and demand the child, on pretence that he
belonged to a ship» but Mr. Clarke having the
magistrate’s order for his proccedings, said he was
- willing to answer for his conduct before any justice
of the peace. No sooner had he thus expressed.
himself, than they beat him in the most violent de-
ee, and threatened his instant destruction, uuless-
consented to accompany them. These threats
had such an effect, -that he mounted a horse behind
one of them; but as they were riding along; he
jumped off, and ran into the court-yard of a gen-
tleman, whose gate happened to stand apen, while
the other parties fired at him—but he escaped un-
hurt. Here he remained till the following day,
when he went to his own house, and thence to a

magistrate,

’
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magistrate, before whom he swore the peace against
Collington ; on which the magistrate granted a
warrant for his apprehension, and refusing to give:
bail for his good behaviour, he was lodged in the
gaol of Canterbury. During his confinement, he
continually threatened vengeance against Clarke;
and to execute his purpose, he sent for a labouring
man named Stone, and the above-mentioned Luck«
harst, and offered them a guinea each, on the con-
dition of their setting fire to Mr. Clarke’s barn, in
which a considerable quantity of corn was deposit-
ed. The villains agreeing to this bargain, fired
the barn at midnight, and likewise a namber of
hay-ricks, all of which were destroyed. Mr. Clarke,
duspecting that Collington was the contriver of this
horrid scheme, made application to a magistrate,
who issued an order that the prisoner should be
more closely confined, and that the -gaol-keeper
should take particular notice of his visitors. This-
precaution led to a discovery of the offenders: for
Luckhurst coming to procure more money of Col-
lington, he was taken into custody, and condiicted
before a justice of the peace, to whom he confessed-
the affair; and being admitted an evidence, Stone:
was soon taken up as one of the principals. At the
following assizes ’;leld at Maidstone, Collington and
Stone were brought to trial; when the former turn«
ed his back on the court, with an air of such indig-
nation, that the judge declared he had never wit-
nessed so much insolence and contempt. The pri-
so.:¢rs having been convicted on the fullest evi-
dence, were carried back to Canterbury, where the
debtors commiserated their unhappy circumstances :
but Collington made a jest of his situation, and
swore he did not regard it, as he was ogrtain of ob-

Q taining
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taining the royal mercy. His wife coming to visi¢
him, was so affected with grief as to .be unable to
speak to him for.a considerable time; but he bade
Lier not to give herself the least concern, as he was
certain of getting a reprieve, and hoped to live.to
be revenged on i‘m ‘enemies, even if he should be
traisported. He frequently expressed himself in
the most vindictive terms against his prosecutors;
and appeared, in other respects, so destitute of all
the feelings of humanity, that his conduct surprised
every one who was witness to it. Thus he spent his
time without preparing for the sentence he was to
suffer, ani still boasting to his visitors that the rank
of life he held asa gentleman would. sccure him a
pardon. Luckhurst, who had-been evidence against
him, having been apprchended for committing a
robbery on the highway, Collington thought this a-
fair opportunity- to solicit a reprieve ; for which
&ul‘pose he dispatched an express to the duke of.
ewcastle; but the answer he received was, that
he must not expect any-favour, for that the gentle-
men of the county bad exerted their influence that
the law might be permitted to take its course. On
being informed the warrant for his execution was ar-
rived, his boasted courage left him for a short time ;-
but 1ecollecting himscl?f he enquired if Stone was
included in the warrant ; and being answered in the
affirmative, said he lamented his situation more.
thau his own ; after this he soon recovered his spi-
rits, and still flattered himself with the hope of be-.
ing pardoned. The day preceding his .executicn,.
he was visited by his wife and several relations, wha,
advised him to make a serious preparation for his,
approaching fate ; and asked him where he would.
be buried. This question so enflamed him, that he
, swore
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* swore he would not be hanged : but soon after-
wards calling for.a glass of wine, he drank it, say-
ing, ¢ Let useat and drink, for to-morsow we die." .
On the following day, he was conveyed to the
place of execution in a mourning coach, and Stone
in a cart : both .of them being placed under the
gallows, Collington prayed with the minister, but
declined making any speech to the surrounding
multitude. They suffered at Canterbury, on the
7th of August, 1749. :
COOK, THOMAS, (MURDERER,) was the son
of a butcher, a man ot reputation, at Gloucester:
when he was about fifteen years of age, his father
put him apprentice to a barber-surgeon, in London,
with whom he livéd two years, and then running
away, engaged himsclf in the service of
Needham, Esq. who was page of honour to King
William the Third : but his mother writing to him,
.and intimating, in the vulgar phrase, that ‘¢ a gen-
tleman’s service was no inheritance,’* be quitted. his
.place, and going to Gloucester, engaged in the bu-
siness of a butcher, being the profession -of several
of . his ancestors. He followed this trade for some
time, and served master of the company of butchers
in his native city ; after which he abandoned that
business, and took an inn; but it does not appear
.that he was successful in it, since he soon afterwards -
turned grazier. Restless, however, in every station
of life, he repaired to London, where he commenced
_prize-fighter, at May-fair. At this time, May-fair
was a place, greatly frequented by prize-fighters, -
thieves, and ‘'women of bad character. Here pup-
pet-shews were exhibited, and it was the favourite
resort of all the profligate and abandoned. At
ength the nuisance increased to such a degree, that
Qugen Ann issued her-proclamation for the sup-
. Q2 pressian
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pression of vice and immorality, with a particular
view to this fair; in consequence of which, the
justices of the peace issued their warrant to the
high constable, who summoned all the inferior con-
_ stables to his asistance. When the constables
' came to suppress the fair, Cook, with 2 mob of
about thirty soldiers and other persons, stood in de-
fiance of the peace-officers, at whom they threw
brickbats, by which some of the latter were wound-
ed. Cooper, the constable, being the most active,
Cook drew his sword and stabbed him in the belly,
and he died of the wound at the expiration of four
days. Hereupon Cook fled to Ireland, and (as it
was deposed upon his trial) while he was in a pub-
lic-house there, he swore in a profane manner, for
‘which the landlord censured him, and told him there
were persons in the house who would take him into
.«custody for it : to which he answered, ¢ Are there
any ot the informing dogs in Ireland *~We in
.London drive them; for at.a fair called May-fair,
there was a_ noise which I went out to see:—six
soldiers -and myself—the - constables played their
parts with their staves, and I played mine; and
-when the man dropped, I wiped my sword, put it
up, and went away.” Cook having repeatedly
" talked in this boasting and insoleut manner, was at
length taken into custody, and sent to Chester,
whence he was removed by a writ of Habeas Cor-
Pus to London : and being tyied at the Old Bailey,
was convicted, and reccived sentence: of death.
After conviction he solemnly denied-the crime for
which he had heen condemned, declaring, that he
had no sword in his hand on the day the constable
was killed, and was not in the company of those
who killed him. Having received the sacrament on
-the 215t of July, 3703, he was taken from Newgate
. to
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to be carried to T'yburn, but when he was got to
. High Holbom, opposite Bloomsbury, a reprieve ar-.
rived for him till the following Friday. On his
return to Newgate he was visited by numbers of his
acquaintance, who would have rejoiced with him on
his narrow escape; but he declined all company,
except that of those who would assist him in his
devotions. - On the Friday that he was to have
been executed he received another respite till the
11th of August, when he underwent the severest
rigour of the law with the greatest penitence and
resignation. .
‘COOK, HENRY, (HIGHWAYMAN,) was the
son of creditable parents in Houndsditch, who,
having given him a decent education, apprenticed
him to a leather.cutter: as soon as he had
served his time, his father took the shop.of a shoe-
maker, at Stratford, in Essex,.in which he placed
him, Having some knowledge of the shoe-making
business, his onset was successful, and he married a
young woman at Stratford, by whom he had three
children. He now began to keep bad company,
and neglect his shop, by which means he became
involved, and was obliged not only to quit his house
in apprehension of the bailiffs, hut wholly to de-
cline business: and having taken up goods in the
name of his father, he was ashamed to make appli-
-cation to.him for relief in his distress. Among his
idle acquaintance was an apotheeary, named Young,
who was concerned with him ‘in. robbing gardens
and fish-ponds, aud in stealing poultry. The per-
sons robbed offered a reward for apprehending the
offenders ; and Cook having been known to sell
fowls at Leadenhall-market, a warrant was granted
to take him into custody, but having notice: of it,
he concealed himself two months at the house of.a
.. Q3 rela-



174 -~ COOK.

relation at Grays, in Essex. During this retreat it
was determined not to execute the warrant; but
Cook learning that a bailiff at Stratford had vowed
to arrest him if he could be found, he sent the
officer a letter,. advising him to consult his own
safety, for he would blow his brains out if he should
meet him. This threat effectually intimidated the
bailiff : and Coek having dissipated all his cash,
went to Stratford, where he quarrelled with his wife,
took away several articles of furniture, went to
London, and sold them. He then lived at his re-
lation’s in Shoreditch, where he was treated with
eivility while his money lasted. Being now driven
to extremity, he went to Moorfields, where he pur-
chased a pair of pistols, and baving procured pow-
der and ball, went towards Newington, in his ‘wa
to which he robbed 2 man of fifteen shillings, and -
‘returned to London. Thus embarked in the high
road to destruction, he determined to continue Eis
dangerous trade ; and on the following day went to
- Finchley-Common, where he stopped a gentleman,
the bridle of whose horse he seized, and ordered bim
.to dismount on pain of death. The rider comply-
ing, was robbed both of his moncy and horse ; but
. he offered the highwayman three guineas if he
would send the horse to an inn at St. Albans, which
he promised to do: however, finding that he had a-
valuable acquisition in the beast, he forgot his pro-
mise. He now crossed the country to Enfield-
“Chace, and going to a public house where he was
known, said, that he wished to hide himself lest he
should be arrested. Having continued here two.
days, he proceeded to Tottenham, where he robbed -
a gentleman of about six pounds, and leaving his
horse at an inn in Bishopsgate-street, went to his
kinsman’s in Shoreditch, where he was intmog::l
. . t
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respecting his possessing so much money, but
would givge no satisfactorgy answer. On the fol-
ing day he wentonto the St. Alban’s road, and
ing robbed a stage coach of eight pounds, he
it to Enfield-Chace, to the house he had fre-
nted before ; while herc, he read an advertise-
it, in which his horse was so exactly described,
* he determined to rctreat, and accordingly has-
«d to Hadley-Common, near Barnet, where he
bed a gentleman, and exchanged horses with him,
o after this he went on to an inn at Mims,
're he saw a gentleman whom he had. formerly
ed, and was so terrified at the sight of him,
. he ran to the stable, took his horse, and gal- .
d off with the utmost expedition. On the road
veen Mims and Barnet, he was met by eight-
on horseback, one of whom challenged the
e he rode, saying, that a highwayman had
n it from a gentleman of his acquaintance.—
k replied, that he had bought the horse at the
at Edmonton, of which he could give con-
ing proofs ; on which the whole company de-
iined to attend him to that place :- but when he
e near Edmonton, he galloped wp a lane, where
ras followed by ajl the other parties; and find- -
himself in danger of being apprehended, he
d his pursuers, and presenting a pistol, swore
rould fire, unless they retreated : some country-
coming up at this juncture, he quitted his
¢, -and, favoured by the darkness of the night,
shelter in a wood. As soon as he ventured
his lurking place, he hastened to Londan, and
g to the house of his relation in Shoreditch,was
lenged with having committed robberies on the
way : but to all enquiries he returned unsatis-
ry answers, Having spent all his cash, he
went
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went again to Finchley-Common ; but his late nar.
row escape made such an impression on his mind,
that he suffered several persons to pass unattacked;
at length he robbed anold man of his horse and five,
pounds, after it wasdark.. He then met a gentle-
man, whom he obliged to change horses with him}
but, in a few minutes afterwards, the gentleman was
stopped by the owner of the stolen horse, who said
a highwayman had just rebbed himof it. Enraged
at this, the gentleman swore the place was infested
with thieves ; however, he delivered the horse, and
walked to London. Cook riding to his old place
of resort near the Chace, remained therc three days ;
but seeing the horse he had last stolen advertised,
he rode off in fear of discovery, but had not pro-
ceeded far, before he was scized by the owner of the
horse, and three other persons, who conducted him
to Newgate. At the next.Old Bailey sessions he
was indicted for stealing this horse, but acquitted,
because the owner would not swear to his person.
Soon after his discharge, he returned to his former
ractices, but his affairs with his creditors having
een by this time adjusted by his friends, he lived
at Stratford with his wife, and committed his de-
predations chiefly on Epping-Forest. Having ac-
quired a booty of thirty pounds, he shewed it to a.
journeyman he kept, named Taylor, and asked him
how he might employ it to the best advantage in
buying leather: Taylor, guessing how it had been
ebtained, offered to go partners with his master in
committing robberies on the highway, aud the con-
tract was instantly made. They now stopped a
great number of ‘coaches on the borders of the
Forest; but acted with such an uncommon-degree:
of caution, that they were for a lopg time unsus.
pected 5 but so great was thealarm spread by thei .
T - repeated
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. repeated outrages, that a Captain Mawley took a-
place in the basket of the CoTchester coach to make
discoveries: and Cook and Taylor coming up to -
demand the money of the passengers, Taylor was
shot through the head : on which Cook ran to the
captain, and robbed him of his cash, on threats of
instant death. The carriage driving on, Cook be-
gan to search hisdeceased companion for his money,
but some of the neighbours coming up, he retired
behind a hedge, to listen to their conversation ; and
having found that some of them knew the de-
ceased; and intimated that he had been accompa-
nied by Cook, he crossed the ficlds to London.
After spending three days in riot and dissipation,
he went to his relation in Shoreditch, whom he re-
quested to go to Stratford, to enquire the situation
of affairs there, When his relation returned, he

- told him there were several warrants issued against
him, and advised him to go to sea. Instead of
following this counsel he bought a horse, and rode

" to Brentwood in Essex, where he heard much con-
versation of himself, being stated the famoxs bigh-
awayman of Stratford, On the next day he fol-
lowed a coach from the irin where he had put up, .
and took about thirty pounds from the passengers.
He now connected himself with a gang of desperate
highwaymen in London, in conjunction with whom
he stopped a coach near Bow, in which were some
young gentlemen from a hoarding-school. . A Mr.

" Cruikshanks riding up at this instant, one of the
gang demanded his money, but as he hesitated to
deliver it, another of them knocked him down, and
killed him on the spot. After which the robbers
went to a public-house near Hackney-marsh, and
divided the spoils of the evening. He soon _quitt;l

. R this
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this gang, and being oppressed in mind by contemp-
lation on his crimes, and particularly on the mur-
der of Mr. Cruikshanks, he went to St. Albans,
where he assumed a new name, and worked as a
journeyman shoemaker for about threc weeks: but
a highwayman having been pursued through the
town, the terrors of his conscience were such, that
-he hastily left the shop, and ran across the country,
towards Woburn in Bedfordshire. On his way,
he robbed a farmer of fifty pounds and his horse,
and bade him sue the county. The farmer soon
‘raised the hue-and-cry, but Cook escaped for the
‘present, and riding as far as Birmingham, took
‘lodgings at a public-house, and disposed of his
“horse. ~ He now assumed the name of Stevens: and
the landlord of the house where he lodged telling
him, that there was a shop to let, he took it, and
entered into business as a shoemaker. He hired
one Mrs. Barrett as his house-keeper, who at length
became his more intimate compaunion ; and accom-
panying him to horse-races, and other places of
Ppublic diversion, his little money was soon dissipa-
“ted.” Thus situated, he told his house-keeper that
he had an aunt in Herefordshire, who allowed him
100l. per annum, which he received in quar-
terly payments, and that he would go to her for his
‘money. Under this pretence he lef%0 her, and went,
to Northampton, and from thence to Dunstable,
‘near which place he robbed a farmer of his horse,
and sixteen pounds, and then rode to Daventry,
“At this last place he met with a Manchester dealer,
‘going home from London; and having spent the
evening together, they travelled in company next
day, and dined at Coventry. Cook having an in-
tention of robbing his fellow-traveller, intimated |
: that
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that it would be proper to conceal their money, as
they had a dangerous road to travel ; and putting
his own money in his boot, the other puta purse of
gold into his side-pocket. - As soon as they had
reached a cross-road, Cook demanded his compa-
pion’s money, on_ pain of immediate death ; and
baving robbed him of thirty-five guineas, he re-
turned immediately to Birmingham ; when Mrs,
Barrett imagined he had been supplied by his aunt.
He now carried on trade as usual. Butassoon ashe
was distressed for cash, he had recourse to the road,
and recruited his pockets by robbing the stages.
- Atlength a London trader coming to Birmingham,
asked him how long he had live there, which so ter-
rified him that he quitted the place, and travelled
towards London. On his way, near Highgate, he
robbed a gentleman, named Zachary, of his horse
and money. On this horse he rode to Epping
Forest the following day, and having robbed a gen-
tleman, returned to London by the way of Strate
ford, at which place he spoke to a number of his
old acquaintance, but was not imprudent enough to
quit his horse. Going to'a house he had frequen~
ted at Newington Green, he sent for his relation
who lived near Shoreditch, who advised him to make
his escape, or he would certainly be taken into cus-
tody. . On this he went to Mims, and his relation
visiting him, Cook begged he would sell five
watches for him ; but the other declined .it, re-
commending him to dispose of them himself .in
London. On the following evening, when it was
almost dark he rode towards town, and observing a
chaise hehind, permitted it to pass, and followed it
tothe descent of the hill towards Holloway. Thereé
were two gentlemen in the chaise, whose money
Cook demanded ; but, instead of complying, they

drove

‘
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drove on the faster, on which he fired, and wounded
one of them in the arm; but the report of the pis-
tol bringing some people towards the spot, he gal-
Jopped off, and went to Mims, his old place of re-
treat. Coming to London next day, to sell his
watches, he was seen in Cheapside by a woman who-
knew him, and followed him to Norton Falgate,
where observing him go into a publie house, she
went and procured a constable, who took him into
custody, and found on him five watches, and about
nine pounds in money. On hi» examination before
a magistrate, Mr. Zachary, whom he had robbed
near Highgate, swearing to the identity of his per-
son, he was committed to Newgate. He now
formed a schemé to murder the keepers, and make
his escape ; but being detected, he was confined to-
the cells ; and when brought to his trial at the Old
Bailey, was capitally convicted. After sentence of
death he for some tiine affected a gaiety of beha-

‘viour; but when the warrant for his execution ar-

rived, he was so struck with the idea of his ap-
proaching‘fate, that it occasioned convulsive fits,
from which he never afterwaids rccovered. He
suffered at Tyburn, Dec. 16, 3731,

COOKE, ARUNDEL, esq. (PELON,) who,
with his accomplice, John Woodburne, was the
first who suffered on what is called the Coventry
A&, which took its rise from the following circum- -
stance :—Sir John Coventry, in the reign of Charles
the Second, :having opposed the measures of the
court in the House of Commons, in revenge some
armed villains attacked him one night in Covent-
garden, slit his nose, and cut off his lips. Shock-
ed by so barbarous-a deed, the members of both
houses of parliament passed an act in a few days,
‘by which it was ordained, that ¢ Unlawfully cut-
k : ting

-
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ting out, or disabling the tongue, of mialite afore-
thought, or by lying in wait, putting out an eye,
slitting the.nose or lip, or cutting oft or disabling
any limb or member of any person, whh intent to .
maim or disfigure, shall be felony without benefit
of clergy*.”’ By this law it is likewise enacted,
that ¢¢ Accessaries shall be deemed Erincipnk."-h
Mr. Cooke was born near Bury St. Edmund’s, in
the county of Suffolk. His father was a man of
fortune, and wheén he had given him an university
education, he sent him to the Temple to study the
law, after which he was-called to the bar, and act~
ed as a counsellor. After some time he married &
young lady, the sister of Mr. Crisp, who lived in
the neighbourhood of his native place, Mr. Crisp
being a gentleman of large property, but of a bad
state of health, made his will in favour of Cooke,
. subject only to a jointure for his sister’s use, which
was likewise to become the ropertl of the counsel.
for, in case the lady died before her husband. It
was not long after Mr. Crisp had made his will,
before he recovered his health in some degrees but
he continued an infirm man, though he lived a
‘number of years. This partial recovery gave great
uneasiness to Cooke, who wishing to possess the'es-
tate, was anxious for the death of his brother-in
law, though, as he had art enough to conceal his
sentiments, they appeared to live on tolerable terms.
However, he at length ‘grew so impatient, that he
could not come into possession by the death of Mr.

® There is a similar act in Ireland, called ¢¢ The
Chalking Act,” on which on¢ Lamb, a butcher,
was the first who suffered. Epitor.

voL, I r Crisp,
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Crisp, that he resolved to remove him by murder ;
and for that purpose he engaged John Woodburne,
a labouring man, who had six children, to assist
him in the execution of his diabolical plan; for
which piece of service he promised to give hima
hundred pounds. The man was unwilling to be
com:emen: this execrable business; but reflecti-
ons on his poverty, and the larieneas of his family,
tempted him to conply. On this it was agreed the
murder should be perpetrated on Christmas even-
ing; and as Mr. Crisp was to dine with Cooke on
. that day, and the church-yard lay between one
house and the other, Woodburne was to wait, con-
cealed behind one of the. tomb-stones, till Cooke
ave him the signal of attack, which was to be a
oud whistle. Crisp came to his appointment, and
dined and drank tea with his brother-in-law; but
declining to stay to supper, he left the house about
nine o’clock, and was almost immediately followed
into the church-yard by Cooke, who Fiviug the
agreed signal, Woodburne quitted his place of re-
treat, knocked down the .unhappy man, and cut
and maimed him in a terrible manner, in which he
.was abetted by the counsellor. Imagining they
- had dispatched him, Mr. Cooke rewarded Wood-
burne with a few shillings, and instantly went home ;
but he had not been arrived more than a quarter of
an hour, before Mr. C. knocked at the door, and en-
tered covered with wounds, and almost dead through
loss of blood. He was unable to speak, but by his
laoks seemed to accuse Cooke with the intended
murder, and was then put to bed, and his wounds
dressed by a surgeon. At the end of about a week,
he was so much mmended, as to be removed to his
own house. He had no doubt but Cooke was one
of

L
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of the persons who had-assaulted him; but had re:
solved not to speak of the affair till future circum«
stances made it necessary for him to inform a court,
of justice of what had happened. The intended as-
sasvination having greatly engaged the attentian of
the neighbours, Woodburne was apprchended :on
suspicion ; when making a discovery of the wholer
ttuth, Cooke was also taken into custody. They-
were brought to their trials at the next assizes, and:
both convicted. . When they were called up to res’
ceive sentence of deith, Coo'{z desired to beheard ;.
and the court complying with his request, he urged:
that ¢ Judgment could. not pass on the verdict, be-.
cause the act of parliament simply. mentions an:
intention to. maim or deface, whereas he was firmly
resolved to have.committed murder.”” He quoted,
several law-cases in favour of thearguments he had
advanced, and hoped that judgment might be res-
. spited till the opinion of the twelve judges could be.
taken on the cause. The counsel for the crown.
opposed the arguments of - Cooke—insisted that the:
crime came within -the meaning of the law,-and
hoped that judgment would pass ai:inst the pri-»
soners. Lord Chief Justice King, who presided ou';
this occasion, declared he could not admt the force
of. Mr. Cooke’s plea, consistent with his own oath
as a judge—*¢ for (said he) it would establish a:
principle in the law, inconsistent with the first dic- .
tates of natural. reason, as the greatest villain might, .
when convicted of asmaller offence, plead that the
judgment must be arrested, because he intended to
commit a grcater. In the present instance (said .
he) judgment cannot be arrested, as the intention
is naturally implied, when the crime is actually
committed.” is lordship said, that ¢ Crisp was:
assassinated in the manner Jaid in the indictment-—
. R2 it
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it is therefore to be taken for.granted, that the in-
tention was to maim and defagey wherefore. the
oourt will proceed to give judgment :”—and ac-
eordingly sentence of death was passed on Cooke
- #nd bis accomplice. After condemnation, the for-
mer employed his time prineipally in endeavours to
procure a pardon, and when he found his expectatis
ons failed him, he grow reserved, and would not ad-
mhiteven the visits of hisfriends. On the contrary,
‘Woodburne was all -penitesce and contrition-—sin-
cerely lamenting the crime be had bees“‘mky of,y
alnd the miserablésituation in which he his poor
children. A short time before the day: of execution:
Goaolee wrote to the sheriff, requesting that he might.
be hanged in the night, to prevent his being*ez
ell to the country people, who were expected
all the adjscent tewns and villages; and, iu conve~
quence hereof, he- was hanged at four o’clock in’
the moming, and Woodburne was exceuted in the
afeerncon -of the same day.. The latter behaved
with every sign of penitence ; ‘but Cooke’s condwet
was vety unfeeling, and he. absolutely refused to..
confesshiserime. He suffered at:Bury St. Edmund’s
the gth of April, 1723. . P :

- COOPER, JAMES, (MURDERER) wasthe son’
of a butcher-at Lexden in Essex, who having whol«
ly neglected his education, employed him in his
own business at the early age of ten years. Hav-
ing lived..with his father till he was 33, he then
married and opened a shop at Colchester, where he
‘dealt largely as a. butcher, and likewise became a
cittie-jobber. At the end: of thirteen years he
found - his losses so considerable, that he could no
Jonger. carry on businéts; and one of his creditors
amesting: hini, he was thrown into the King'se
benuh prisom 3 but as hie-wife still carried on mdl:
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he was enabled to purchase the rules. Sdon after
this ¢the marshal of the King’s bench dying, he was :
- obliged to pay for the rules a second time. . He.now
sued . for an allowance of the groats, according te
the act, which were paid him for about a year, but
bting afterwards neglected, he got out of prisonyand .
took a shop in the Mint, Southwark, where hecare .
ried on his business with ‘some. success, his wife -
maintaining the family in the country. At length.
he was arrested by another creditor, and. waited two !
ears: for the benefit of an act of insolvency. Qn-
is going to Guildford; to take the bentfit;of the:,
act, he found that the marshal-had not inserted his

name in the list with the names of the otheripri-

soners; and having informed his creditor of this'cirs -
cumstance, the marshal -was'obliged. to' pay debt
and costs ; the debtor was discharged, and; the max.’
shal fined 100l. for his: neglect. Having now ob»;;
tained his liberty, and his wife dying about the ,
same time, and leaving /four childrenj he: sent for .
them to London; and mot long afterwands masried,.
a'widow, who had an equal number of children.——
He now got unfortunately acquainted with Dugcalf
and Borrell,.-the former a native of Ireladd,.and &
notorious thief ; the latter a soldier inithe guards.
Phese men’ advising him to.commence robber; -he-
fatally complied .with their- salicitations, and joined.:
in their nocturnal depredations. Between Stock- .
well and.Clapham thity overtook two: men, one of ..
whom speaking of the probability of :being at- -
tacked by footpads, drew a knife, :and. sswore he
would kill any-man who should. presume. .to molest .:
them, - The partics all drank. together on the. road,
and, thew proceeded  towsrds, Lobdon, when Coopu -
thnew down the man that was anmed with the knife, .
and took. it fiom bim, and. then -rohbed bim U;:"
o R3
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his srqasintance of a watch, about 20s. and their
handkeschiefs. Their next robbery was on Mr.
Jamtes, = taylor, whom they stopped on the road 10
Dulwich, and took from bim bts watch and mo-
ney. He gave an immediace alarm, which oc-
3 a pursuit; but the ' thieves effected

an acspe. Two.of the three robbers wearing .
sdldiers’ clothes, Mr. Jatmes presumed that they
were of the guards, and going to the parade in St.
Jamvs’s park, he fixed on two soldirs as the parties-.
who'had vobbed him. These soldiers were mrcond- ¢ .
jmply et to prison, brought to trial, ‘and acqumit-
téd, as’ it was proved they had been at Dulwich
abuut thre time the robbery bad been committed.— -
‘While Cooper and bis: party were on the lok ont
ntar Bromley, Duncalf saw a gentleman riding a<
Jong the raad ; and kuecling down, he seired the -
bridle,” and obliged him to quit his horse, when the
otfiers' robbed him of his watch and two guinens
and 4 half. Meeting sfteewards with 2 man and
womun on ene horse, near Fasnborough in Kent, *
they ordered “them: to- dismoumt, robbed thém of
near 4os. and thew permitted them o putsue their

i jourmey. Soon.afrerthey beard the noise of 2 wum-

N ber of people. who were i pursuit of them; on
which: Cooper turning about, they passed him, but.
schesd on Busrell, one of them exclaiming, ¢ This
is-one 6f the rogues that just robbed brother
and sister!>  On this Burrell fired a pistol into the
air, to intimitate the pursuers, among whom were .
two soldlers, whom Puncalf and Caoper encoun-
tefing at this in{ant,‘ one of them was so dauger-
owsly wownded by bis ows sword, which Duncalf

wiested from’ his hand, that be was sent as an inva-

lid to Clreleca, where he finished his life  ‘The bre- -
\th«‘ ‘tho pastics rebbed, and a covatryman, kepe
T~ T up
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up the contest, -till the former was thrown:en the
ground, when Burielk beat him:so wiolently that he . -
died on thepspot. The robbers now pursued their.
way to London, where .they arrived without fure
ther: molestation,. Dnmcai€ being proyided with
a: bagy now went with- Coopes. to:a farm-house,
and stole sll.the fowls that were at roost, say.-
ing,. ¢ the fist man.we meet must ‘buy my chic{:.
ens:;”” They had not .tmvejlled far betore they met.
" with g man, ‘whorh they asked to buy' the fowls.
. gaf%¢ said-he-did notiwant any; but they seized his
- "a bridle, knocked himdowny and robbed him:
of above 121. his hat ahd. wig, watch, and. great'
£oaty . .@On ove of their wadks towards Camberwell,
they émet o man of fortune named Ellish, whose
servant-was;lighting him -heme from ap.assembly..
Rutting pistols to the gentleman’s breast, his ser-
vant -attempted to detend him; on which they
kaocked bim dovn with.a -bludgeon ; and the mas-
tenatill besitating to-deliver, they threw him on the
ground, and robbed him of his watch, maney, and
otheffarticles ;. then:tying him and: his servant back
to-back, thtew -them. into.a ditch, where they. lay-
imakelpless state, till a casoal passenger. released
them:frpm their disagreeable sitaation. After plun-
dering several ‘others- in. a similar manner, Cooper
was: pesodved: to be. revenged on: Mrs. Pearson, of-
Hill:farmy, Bseex, who was the first that arrested
him. :Accordingly, he amd his accomplices went
to the place; .and. Jeavhing that she was on a visit,
waited: till ber return av.Wiglit, when they. stopped.
Irer and, hey servant, and:robbéd:them of eight gui<
tfeas. -. Op the - following day Mis. Bearsen went to:
a magistrade, ad gharged 2 perseny named Loader
with ‘lraving committed thris robbery:: but it ap-.
peawing thatithis msd wae 2 prisoner fos debt at the
i . . g
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time, the charge necessarily fell to the ground.—
- Soont after, Cooper and his associates met a farmer

named Jackson, in a lane near Croydon, who vio-

lently opposed them ; on which they knocked him

down, and dragging him into a field, robbed him

ot his watch and money, tied him to a tree, and

turned his horse loose on 2 common. For this rob-

bery two farriers, named Shelton and Keliet, were

apprehended, and being tried at the next assizes for

Surrey, the latter was acquitted, but the former

was convicted on the positive oath of the person rob-

bed, and suffered death. The three accomplices

being out on the road mear Dulwich, met two gen--
tlemen on horseback, one of whom got from tﬁem'
by the goodness of his horse, and the other at-’
tempted todo so, but was knocked down and rob--
bed of his watch.and money. - In the intérim, the

party who had rode off (whose name was. Saxby)-
fastened his horse to a gate, and came back to re--
lieve his friend : but the robbers first knocked him:
down, and then shot bim. Having stripped himof -
what money he had, .they hastened towards Lon~:
don; but a suspicion arising, that Duncalf was

concerned in this robbery and murder, he. was taken
into custody on the following day ; and Cooper be-"
ing taken up on his information, Baurrell -surren-

dered, and was admitted an evidence for the erown. -
Duncalf did net live to suffer the punishment he:
merited ;. for he had not been long in prison, be-

fore the flesh-rotted from his bones, and he died a
dreadful monument of the Divine vengeance, though-
not before he had acknowledged: several enormouns

crimes; particularly that a ¢ustom-bouse.officer had.
suffered tiansportation, by his having takena-false:
oath. Cooper frequently expressed. himself in terms
of regret, that a villain so abandoned as lzl:nonﬁ
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should escape the hands of justice. In other re-
spects his behaviour was very resigned, and becom-
ing his unhappy situation. He acknowledged he
had frequently deliberated with Busrell on the in-
tended murder of Dyncalf, lest he should become
an evidence against them : but he now professed his
happiness that this murder had not been added to
the black catalogue of his crimes} . When brought
to trial he pleaded guilty, confessed all the circum-
stances of, thcmu;gér, and after sentence was pass-
ed ypon him, appeared to be a.sincere. penitent far.
the errors of his.past life, He suffered at-Kena.
nington Common, Aug. 26, 1750, . -
COWLAND,. JOHN, (MURDERER,) was the
son of reputable parents, who.apprenticed him .to
.= goldsmith, but of a, vicious irascible .disposition.
~—He and some other bon vivant had followed Sir
Anudrew Slanning, bart, who had made a tempg-
rary acquaintauce with.an orange-woman, while in
the pit at Drury-lane play-bouse, and. retired with
her as soon as the play was ended. . They had gone
but a few yards before Mr..Cowland put bis arm
round the woman's neck ; on which, Sir Andrew
desired he would desist, as she was his:wife. Cow-
land, knowing Sir Andrew was married to.a wo--
man of honour, gave him the lie, and swerds were-
dyawn on both sides: but some gentlemen -coming
up at this juncture, no immediate.ill consequence
happened.  They all now agreed to adjourn to the -
Rose tavern ; and Capt. Wagget having there used .
his utmost endeavours to reconcile the offended par-
ties, it appeared that his mediation was attended
with success 3 but, as they were .going up stairs to
drink a glass of wine, Mr. Cowland drew his sword, -
and stabbed Sir Andrew in_the belly, who finding -
himself, wougdedy crigd, out ¢ murder.” One of:
. Lord

.
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Lord Warwick's servants, and two other persons
who were 'in the house, ran up immediately, and
disarmed - Cowland of his sword, which was bloody
to the depth of five inchés, and took him into cus-
tody., Cowland now’ desired to see Sir Andrew;’
which being’ granted, he jumped down the stairs,
and endeavoured td make his escape ; but, bein§
pursued, he was casily retaken. - Cowland was im-
stantly conducted before a justice of peace, who
committed him ;-and ‘on Dee. the sth, 1700, he
was tried at the Old Bailey on three indictments—
the first at the common law, the second on the sta-
tute of stabbing, and the third on the coroner’s in--
quest for the murder. Every fact was fully proved
on the trial ; and, among other things, it was de- "
posed, that the deceased %lad possessed an estate of -
20,000l. a year, and his family became extinct by -
his death ; and that he had been a gentleman of
great good nature, and by no means di to
animosity. On Cowland's being found guilty, sen-
tence of death was passed on him; and though great
interest was made to obtain a pardon, he was exe-
cuted at Tyburn the 20th Dec." 1700. :
COX, WILLIAM, (ROBBER,) was the son of -
a ribbon-weaver, who lived in Holywell-lane, near
Shoreditch. His mother was esteemed honest and -
industrious, and was considered as the only person
of the family deserving that character. At a very
emly time of life young Cox was initiated into the -
arts of thieving by his own father. One day as they -
were both passing through Grosvenor-street, the -
fither observed a silver tankard in a2 window, and ¢
attervpted to steal it 5 but being preveited by the’
iron rails of the‘area, he lifted the boy over them, *
- ordering himn to take the tankard, which he imme- :
diately handed to-his father, and was then Jifted -
. again
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again into the street. Soon after this the son com-

menced pickpocket, and in a short time he was rec-

koned the most expert of that fraternity. Being

committed to Clerkenwell bridewell, he was reduc- -
ed to a most miserable degree of poverty: but he
no sooner obtained his liberty, than he procured de-
cent apparel, and was from that time remarkably
clean and neat in his appparance. He lived some
years at the house of his uncle West, in Feathers-
court, High Holborn, whoencouraged him to pur-
sue those illegal courses which led to his destruction,
He got unperceived into a grocer's, the corner of
Long-lane, in Aldersgate-street, and stole a silver-
hilted sword from a room on the first floor. Re-
turning through the shop with his booty, he was
asked some questions; on which he said he had been
playing with master Billy, which he had informed
imsclf was the name of the grocer’s son, buton
going out of the shop the sword struck against the
steps, and he was ta{en into custody, breught to

trial, and escaped conviction. Being provided with
a tame sparrow, he let the bird fly into the window
of a house in Hanover-street, and the door happen-
ing to be open, he went in, and concealed plate to
a considerable amount. Hearing some person
- walking towards the room, he soug'gt refuge in the
-area, where being perceived by an elderly gentle-
woman, who was the only person in the house, he
burst into tears, and saying his sparrow had flown
into the window, begged %e might be allowed to
catch it. The old lady compﬁed’-—and he soon
found an opportunity of decamping with his booty.
It was his common practice to play at marbles and
other games with young gentlemen before the doors

of their dwellings, and he seldom suffered an o{:— :
Jpostunity to escape of getting intoand wbbil:lg the
ouscse
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houses. He had a very remarkable boyish appear:
ance; and on a variety of occasions that circum-
stance greatly assigted him in the pursuit of his fe-
lonious designs.  He became connected with a no-
torious thief, who called himself Capt. Davis; and,
by means of the most artful stratagems that could
be suggested, these accomplices perpetrated a sur-
prising number of robberies. Davis was at length
apprehended, and sentenced to suffer death, but he
was reprieved on condition of transportation. About
the middle of the summer 1773, the apartments of
Mi. Kendrick, in-Oxford-street, were privately en-
tered, a burcau opened, and three bank-notes, of
, 100l. each, and 130 guineas, and a silver watch,
stolen thereout. Soon after Mr. Kendrick's rob-
bery, Cox, and Wm. Claxton, another accomplice,
went together to Reading in Berkshire, and there
purchased three horses, for which Claxton paid with
one of the notes stolen from Mr. Kendrick, receiv-
ing in part of change a 30l. bank-note, which he -
afterwards changed at the Bank for notes of smaller
value, two of which were found in the possession of
West, Cox’suncle. On the first examination of .
these offenders, at the Public-office in Bow-street,
which was on Wednesday, August 17, West said
he received the notes of his wife on the day preced-
ing that of her decease, which was about the time
of Mr. Kendrick’s robhery ; but on the followirig
‘Wednesday he assured the magistrates that thie notes
had been in his possession three years, In contra-
diction to this, it was proved the notes had not been
many days issued from the Bank. Mr. Knapp and
Mr. White, of Reading, appeared, and the sol.
note, given in part of change of that of 100, was
regularly tracetf from the hands of Claxton to the
Bank, where he had changed it for others of smalllé‘r
: / value,

s
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value. 'West wasdischarged, the receiving of notes,
which are the produce of other notes feloniously
obtained, not coming under the description of the
law; and Claxton was admitted an evidence against

" Cox, who was committed for trial at the ensuing

sessions at the Old Bailey. The evidence against
Cox was wholly circamstantial ; but it was of such
a nature, 3s to be'almost as strong as positive
proof; and on this evilence he was convicted at
the sessions at the Old Bailéy in September, 1773.
‘While under sentence of death, he seemed not re-
sharkably shocked at the idea of the dreadful fate
that awaited him ; he was chearful among his com-
panions, yet he appeared not wholly regardless of
the necessary preparations for eternity. He suf-
fered at Tyburn the 27th of October, 1773. The
father was in America, under sentence of transpor-
gation, at the time of his son’s execution.

COYLE, RICHARD. See RICHARDSON, J,

CROSSWELL, JOHN. See IspweLrt, J.

CULLEN, ~——, Sce TALBOT, THOMAS.

D.

DAMAREE, DANIEL, (TRAITOR,) was wa-
terman to Queen Ann, whose whig ministry having
been turned out of, or in the modern phrase, hav-
ing resigned their place:, the tory ministry succeed-
ed them, and encouraged a young divine, named -
Henry Sacheverell, to enflame the passions of the
public, by preaching against the settlement made
at the revolution, and inculcating all those doctrines,
which were then held 3s the favourite tenets of
what was called the high church party. Sacheve-
rell was 3 man of abilities, and eminently possnsedf

. s - : o
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of those kind of talents, which are calculated to
Inspire such sentiment- as the preacher wished to im-
press his auditors with. The doctor’s discourses
accordingly tended to instigate the people agaiust
thie house of Hanover, and to insinuate the right of
the pretender to the throne of these realns. This
caused such a general commotion, that it became
necessary to bring him to a trial in some way ; and,
contrary to all former practice respecting a man of
his rank, he was tried before the house of peers, and
was silenced for three years, upon conviction. But
s0 excited were the passions of the populace in con-
sequence of hisinsinuations, that they almost adored
him as a prophet ; and some of them were led to
commit outrages which gave rise to several trials,
particularly that of Danicl Damaree, who, on the
xg9th of April, 1710, was indicted for being con=
cerned with 2 multitude of men, to the number of
five bundred, armed with swords and clubs, to levy
war against the queen. A gentleman deposed, that
going through the Temple, he saw some thousands
of people, who had attended Dr. Sacheverell from
Westminster-hall ; that some of them said they
would pull down Dr. Burgess's meeting-house that
night ; others differed as to the time of doing it, but
all agreed on the act, and the meeting-house was -
demolished on the following night. Here it should
be observed, that Dr. Burgess and Mr. Bradbury
were two dissenting ministers, who had made them- -
selves conspicuous by preaching in opposition to
Sacheverell’s doctrine. Captain Ouril swore, that
on the 1st of March, hearing that the mob had
pulled down Dr. Burgess's meeting-house, he re-
solved to go among them, to do what seivice he
could to government, by making discoveries. This
witness going to Mr, Bradbury’s mceting, fom};‘d
i © the
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. the people plundering it, who abliged him' to pul}
off his hat. After this he went to Lincoln’s-Inn-
Fields, where he saw a bonfire iade of some of
the materials of Dr. Bmgzss's meeting-house, and
xaw the prisoncr, who twirled his hat, and said,—

¢ D—nit, I will lead you on—we will have all .~

the meeting-houses down—high church and Sache-
verell, huzza " It was proved by another evidence,
that the prisoner having headed part of the mob,
some of whom proposed to gb to the meeting-house
in Wild-street; but this was objected to by others,
who recommended going to Drury-lane, saying,
“ that meeting-house was woith ten ot that in
Wild-strect,”  Joseph Collier swore, that: he saw
the prisoner carry a brass sconce from Dr. Burgess’s
meeting-house, and throw it into the fire in Lin<
coln’s-Inn Fields, huzzaing, ‘and: crying, *¢ High
¢burch and Sacheverell.” There was another evi-
dence to prove the concern ‘that the prisoner had:
¥n these illegal acts : and several persons appeared:
m his behalf, but as in their testimony they eontra< -
dicted each other, the jury could not credit their
evidence, but brought in a special verdict. Another
of the rioters, (GEORGE -PURCHASE, who was also
waterman to the Queen,) was indicted for the same
offence ; the witnesses were chiefly the same, and:
their evidence almostsimilar : Captain Orrill swore,
that this prisoner ran resolutely with his sword in
his hand, and made a full pass at the officer who
commanded the guards, and if -one of the gudrds
had not given a spring and beat down his sword, he
would have run the officer thiough' the left flank ;
that the - prisoner, however, retired a little lower,
and the guards had by this time dispersed the mob,
having knocked. down forty or fifty of them in the
actjon. - This prisoner- also preduced - some. wit-

. s 3 nesses,
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messes, but as what they said did not contradict
“the testimony of .the evidences against him, their
depositions had no weight, The jury were satisfied
with the proofs, but baving a doubt respecting the
oints ofP law, they brought in a special verdicts -
he verdicts respecting Damaree and Purchase hee
ing left special, their cases were argued in the court
of King's Bench in Westminster-ball, the following
term, before the Lord Chief Justice Parker, and
the other judges, when though every artifice in the
law was made use of in their behalf, they were ad~
judged to be guilty’; in consequence of which they
received sentence of death, and suffered at Tyburn,
on the 15th of June, 1710. Towards the close
of the reign of Queen Ann, political disputes were
carried to a very unusval height in this kingdom.
The body of the people were divided into two great
factions, known by the names of High Church and
Low Church ; but though the church was the word,
religion was almeost.out of the question, and the
principal object of dispyte was of a political kind.
‘Thequestion was, whether the bouse of HaNovEg,
or the family of STUART, should sway the sceptre
- af these kingdoms ; and so prevalent was the cacoe-
thes desputandi, that tradesmen left their counters,
and.mechanics -their tools, to enforce their opinions
on this important question, . . B .
DARKING, ISAAC, (HIGHWAYMAN,) was
born in East-Cheap, where his father carried on the
business of a cork-cutter. While very young he
gave pregnant proofs of his attachment to pleasure -
and .was esteemed by the young rakes, and even the
ladies-of the townn, a youth of very superior qualifi-
tions. ~ His love for women. was remarkable ; and
this leading: him into great expence, he had recourse
to the highway te suppert .his extravagance; in
' . conse-
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consequence of which he was apprehended, and,
being tried at Chelmsford, was capitally convicted,
and received sentence of death; but, being then
very young, the judge respited him till the follow-
ng assizes, when he obtained a patdon, on the con-
dition of transportation for fourteén years. Pre<
vious to his being transported, the prisoners-had
formed a design og murdering the.keeper, turnkey;
&c. in order 'to effect their escape; and Darking
Raving obtaimed someé knowledge of the secret,
made a discovery of it, in consequence of which
his sentence of transportation was remitted, on the
the terms of his serving as a soldicr in the planta.-
tions. Hereupon he was conducted to the Savoy-
prison in London, whence h¢ made' several efforts
to escape ; but not succeeding, he at length sailed
with many others, and was put on shore at Antiguas
but the life of a soldier being highly disagreeable to
bim, he determined to quit the service, thhoutlpen
mission, as soon as possible. He bad nat been long
on the island before he ingratiated himself with the
captain of a shir, to whom he promised a'large re-
ward, if he would land him in England. Hereapon
the captain took him on board, and concealed ‘him
in the hold of the ship, so that, though diligent
search was made after him, he escaped undiscovered,
On his arrival in his native country, he rerewed his
depredations on the highway, and committed a va-
riety of robberics in the westem counties, and in
the middle of the kingdom; but, apprehensivé of
the consequences that might ensune, he entered on
board the Royal George man-of-war, in which he
was rated as a midshipman. In the summer of the
tar 1760, the ship lay at Portsmouth ; and Dark-
ing, getting leave of absence for some weeks, em~
- 83 ployed
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ployed this interval in, committing a vatiety of rob-
glcris. On the‘zzdtof Junef'?gu&iqg met Lord
Percival near Devizes, and presenting a pistol, de-
- manded his money on. pain of instant death. The
bighwayman had a crape over his face. “Lord Per-
cival gave him, thirteen guineas, but, dissatisfied
with that sum, ke .insisted an having more; on
which his lordshjp was so provaked,. that he forced
the pistol from, his hand, and, pulling him to the
ground, leapt from the chaise to take him into cus-
tody. Datking now, ran away, and Lord Percival
pursued him. The highwayman turned about,
resented another pistol, and demanded his. purse,
ut his lordskip declaring he had no more money,
Darking mounted.his -horse and rode off, having
- first desired that Lord Percival would, not appear
against him if be should be tried. Being appre-
hended on . the, following day, he was committed to
prison, and brought to trial at the next assizes, held
at Salisbury, when he was acquitred, because Lord
Percival would not-swear positively to his person 3
yet the circumstances against him were remarkabl
strong, for the money found on him agreed witz
what Lord. Peycival had been robbed of, a ‘piseol
was in his possession, which appeared to match with
that his lordship had lost, and a piece of crape had -
beep found in his pocket. Inconsequence of ques-
tions asked on this trial, Darking said that he was
born in the West Indies, and was quite a stranger
to this country; that, on his way from Bath to
Portsmouth, he had lost his road ; that, on the ap.
roach of night,.-he went to a village to refresh
iimself ;-and that, ‘when he was apprebended, it
could be no wonder that a benighted traveller
should appear confused.. He owned that he had
’ : friends
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fyiends: in England, but they did not live near
enmigh to do him any service on thatoccasion. Hé
dedlaved; that he had puschased.a pair of pistols,
one.of which he had lpst on the road, and was pro-
bably. packed up by. the persan who committed the
robbery with-which bhe was charged. He said, that
the.cenfusion he appeared in when taken, arose from
ris:being accused of a crime of which he. was inno«
eent ;. and accounted for the crape tound in his pos.
session, by saying it was what he had worn as:a
neckdoth, having been in the king’s service at Gua-
daloupe. . On being acquitted, he asked for some
money-which had been taken from him on his a
prohension, and which the court directed to be delis
vered to him : the’judge then remarked on the gene-
rosity of his prosecutor, and advised him to leave off
such dangerous practices, as these in which he had’
been eencerned. Being told he was at his own
disposal, -he scemed full of anxiety till his fet.
ters were:knocked off, and then he immediately set
out for London in a post-chaise.. O his return to
the metropelis, he commenced his-former practices;
infesting the foads round Londen for more than
six months, spemding at bagnios, gaming-houses,
and taverns, what he acquired by his.lawless piac-
ties His robberies having been so nnmerous, he
justly begcame apprehensive -of detcetion, and theres
fore retired farther into the country; where he cone
tinved his depredations for some time, but at length
returned to London. Having hired a horse in Pic- -
¢adiily, he travelled to Oxford, where he slept ; and
the next day returning towards London, he stopped
& gentleman, named Gammon, near Nettlebed, and
robibed him of bhis watch and money. Darking
aow turaed back, but the gentleman proceeded :g-
. ' : wards
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wards town, having first stopped at an inn, and
left a description of the highwayman. Mr. Gam-
mon had not been gone more thau two hours, whea
Darking called at the same inn, and gave the.land.
lord two letters directed to women in London, say
ing, that he should not go to town for two or three
days, and begging that the letters might be fore
warded. From the description that Mr. Gammon
had given, the landlord cancluded that Darking was
the robber, but as he carried pistols he did not
choose to secure him ; he was no sooner departed,
than the landlord enclosed the lettersin a cover,
and sent them to London by the post, directed to
Mr. Gammon. These letters giving a knowledge
of Darking’s lodgings, Mr. Gammon applied to
§ir John Fielding, in consequence of which, propee
measures were taken for the apprebension of Dark«
ing, who was found in bed, some days afterwards;
with a woman of the town. He made an attempt
to escape-out of the window, but was soon secured,
and lodged in Newgate. On the approach of the
assizes, he was removed to Oxford by a writ of Ha~
beas Corpus, and being tried before Baron Adams,
* was convicted on the clearest evidence. When he
was brought to the bar to receive sentence of death,
he besought the clemency of the judge; petitioning
to be transported for life ; in answer to this petition,
his Jordship addressed him as follows :

¢ Young Man, .
¢ You have been arraigned ‘upon an indictment

for arobbery on the King's highway, and have been _ °

found guilty, after a fair and. candid trial. From
your youth you might have expected to have lived
many years ; and, from your education, wight have
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been a comfort to your friends and relations, as
well as a service to your country; but your engag-
ing in vicious and immoral courses hath at last
brought you to this untimely end. A day of this
sort you eould not but have cxpected, and it hath’
mow overtaken you. Happy would it have been
for you, that your former deliverance, insucha
situation as this, had been a memento to you to
Kave altered your conduct. I hope your present
éircumstances will have a better effect upon you,
and mduce you to repentance. Make proper use
of the time you have to live, in endeavouring to
make your peace with God, for you will soon be in
dnother world ; your application to me for mercy
#s quite in vain: it is not in my power to grant it 3
from the King alone it is to be expected ; of which,
however; I can give you but little, very little
hope.” . :

" Before his execution he drank freely, and fre-
quently enfertainied himself with reading the Beg-
gar's Opera. At the gallows his behaviour was
tqually unbecominﬁ: he fitted the halter to hisneck,
and phrew himself off with remarkable resolue
. tion, He suffered at Oxford, on the 16th of April,
2761, . ) ’

* DARWELL, ——., See Pace, Wwm.

- DAVES, CAPTAIN. See Cox, WM. -
- DAY, ALEXANDER, (sHARPER,) having
pretended to be a man of fortune, assumed the title
of Marntaduke Davenport, Esq. and taking a largé
houee in Queén’s Square, asserted, that he possessed
& capital estate in the north of England. He had a
footman, who seems to have been an accomplick
with him. ' This man he sent to a livery-stable, té
¥nquire the price of @ pair of horses, which he
E himsel€
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himself afterwards agreed to purchase, jand- thea
desired the stable-keeper to recommend him a coach-
mau, a man rather lusty, as he had a suit ot livery
clothes of a large size by him. The man was ac-
cordingly recommended, but when the livery was
tried on, Day observed, that as they did not fit hium,.
he would send into the country for his own coach-
man ; but this objection was obviated by the foot-
man, who saying that the clothes would fit with a
small alterarion, the squire consented to hire the
man. When the stablc-keeper saw the -coachman
be had recommendrd, he euquired to what places
he had driven his pew master, and being informed,
to the duke of Montague's, and other persons of
rank, he seemed satisfied ; though he had begun
to form ideas unfavourable to his new customer.
Having kept his:coach and horses something more
than a week, he gave orders to be driven to a coffeea
house in Red-Lion-Square, where he drank half a
pint of wine at the: bar, and asked if some gentles
uen were come, whom he expected to supper. Be-
ing answered in the negative,. he went out at the
back-door, without paying for his wine, and said
be would return in a few minutes. The coachman
waited a long time, but his master not comin
back, he drove to the siable-keepcr‘s, who seem
glad to have recovered his propesty out of his dan-
gerous hands. | It seems that Day made no small
pse of this coach. while it was in his possession.
He drove to the shop of a lace-merchant, named
ravestock, and asEed for some Spanish point ;
but the dealer having none of that kind by him, the
squire ordered fifty-five pounds woith of gold-lace,
go be sent to his house in Queen’ssquare. When.
Gravestack’s servant carried the lace, Day desired
him to tell his master to gal), as he wasip want of
: S lace
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- Jace for some rich liveries, but he must speak with
bis taylor before he could ascertain the quantity
wanted. Mr. Gravestock attended his new custo-

" mer, who gave him so large an order for lace, that
if he had executed it, he must have been a very con-

* siderable loser, and the squire’s liveries would have
been gayer than those of any nobleman in London ;
however, on the following day, he carried some lace

* of the sort he had left before, nor did he forget to
take his bill with him, but the person who siould

“have ‘paid it was decamped. He also went to the
house of Mr. Markham, a goldsmith, and ordercda
gold equipage worth fifty pounds. Markham car-

_ried home the equipage,  and had the honour to
drink tea with the supposed Mr. Davenport, who
ordered other curious articles, and among the rest a
chain of gold for his squirrel. Mr. Markham ob-
serving that the squirrel wore a silver ¢hain, which
‘he had sold to a lady not long before, began to sus-
pect his new customer, and waiting on the lady, en-
quired if she knew Marmaduvke Davenport, Esq.—
She answered in the negative, on which Maikham

"mentioned the circumstance that had arisen, ard
described ‘the person of the defrauder. The lady

““now recollected him, and said ‘that his name was
Alexander Day, and that he had cheated her of
property to a considerable amount. In consequence
“of this information, Markham arrested the sharper,
and recoveired his property. On another occasion,
Day went in his carriage to the shop of a linen.dra.
per, named Schrimshaw, agreed for linen to the
amount of forty-eight pounds, and ordered a large

uantity to be sent to his house on the following

"day, when he would pay for the whole. The first
parcel was delivered,.but the purchaser was de-

camped when the linén-draper came with the
’ secopd
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second. After this he went to the shop of a tea.
dealer, named Kendrick, and ordered tea to the
amount of twenty-six pounds. The tea was sent
in, and the proprietor called for payment, wher
Day gave him orders for a farther quantity, which
he pretended to have forgot before, and told him
to call thie next morning, when he should be paid

" for it by the steward. The bonest tea-dealer called

the next day, but neither the squire nor the steward
were to be found. | His next adventure was con-
trived to defraud Mr. Hinchcliff, a silk-mercer.
Day going to his shop in his absence, left word for
him to caﬁ at his house to, receive a large order. .
‘The mercer went, and saw a carriage at the door,
and being told that the squire had company, he
waited a short time, during which the servants took
care to inform him, that Mr. Davenport was the
son of a baronet of Yorkshire, and possessed a large
fortune in that county. When ﬁe saw the sup-
d Mr. Davenport, he was told that he wanted
some valuable silks, and wished that aquami;y
might be seat, for him to Select such as he approved.
Mr. Hinchcliffe said, that the «choice would be

.much better made by fixing on the patterns at his

shop. Hereupon Day took the mercer in his coach,
and on their way he talked of his father, Sir Mar-
maduke, and of other people. of rank, and said he
was on the point of marriage with the daughter of
Counsellor Ward, and as he shoul4 be under a ne-
cessity of furnishing a house in London, he should
want mercery goods to a large amount. When
they came to the mercer’s shop, Day selected as
many damasks, &c. for bed-furnitufe and hang-
ings, as.-were worth a thousand pounils, It looks
as if Hinchcliffe had now some suspicion, for he
told him that the ladies were best judges of such
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articles, and asked if he had not a lady of his ac-
quaintance whom he could consult. He readily an-
swered he had, and mentioned a Lady Davenport as
his relation, saying, ¢ send the silks to my house,
and I will take her opinion of them.” Mr, Hinch-
cliffe said, he would send them, and permitted him
to take with him two pieces of brocade, worth
about thirty pounds; but desirous to know more
of his customer before he trusted him with the u,holc
property, he went to Counsellor Ward, and found
that his daughter was already married to a gentle-
man of the name of Davenport. Hereupon the
mercer went to the house of the supposed squire,”
but he was gone off 'with what property he had ob-
tained. It was likewise discovered, that Day bhav-
ing casually met, at a coffee-house, the Mr. Da-
venport, who had married the daughter of Coun.
sellor Ward, had prevailed on him to call him
cousin, on the pretence that they must be related,
because, as he alledged, their coats of arms were
the same. After a course of fraud, Day was taken
into custody, in the month of May, 1723, on sus-
picion of  his having robbed the mail; but it
proved that he was not the man: however, there
were six_indictments brought against him for the
defrauds. In his defence he pleaded, that his in-
. tention was to have paid for the goods. he had pur-
chased on credit ; and he asserted, that he gosstssed
an -estate in the county of Durham, which he had
mortgaged for 1200l. but no credit was given to
his allegations. After a fair trial he was convicted,
- and sentenced to suffer two years imprisonment in
Newgate, to stand twice in the pillory, to pay a
fine of twa |‘dred pounds, and to give security
for his good behaviour for two years after the term
of his imprisonment should be expired, . DES-
. T 2
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DESPARD, EDWARD MARCUS, (rtat-
TOR,) was born in 1750 or 1751, and descended
from a very ancient and respectable family in the,
Queen’s County, in Ircland. He was the youngest
of six brothers, all of whom, except ‘the eldest,
‘had served either in the army or navy. In 1766,
he entered the army as an ensign in the sth regt. ;
in the same regiment he served as a lieutenant, and
in the 79th he served successively as lieutenant,
quarter-master, captain-lieutenant, and captain.—«
From his superior officers he received many marks
of approbation, particularly from Gen. Caleraft of
the soth, Gen. Meadows, and the Duke of North-
umberland. He had been-for the last 2o years dg-
tached from any particular corps, and entrusted
with important offices. In 1779 he was appointed
chief engineer to the St. Juan expedition, and con«
ducted himself so as to obtain distinguished atten-
tion and praise from Capt. Polson, who command-
ed on that occasion. He also received the thanks
of the council and assembly of -the island of Jamai-
ca, for the construction of public works there, and
was, in consequence of these services, appointed by
the ﬁover’nor of Jamaica te be commander in chief
of the island of Rattan and its dependencies, and
of the troops there, and to rank as hicut.-colonel
and field-engineer, and commanded as such on the
Spanish main, in Rattan, and on the Musquito
shore and Bay of Honduras. After this, at Cape
Gracias a Dios he put himself at the head of the
inhabitants, who voluntarily solicited him to take
the command, and re-took from the Spaniards
Black River, the principal settlement of the coast.
. For this service he received the thanks of the go-

vernor, council, and assembly of Jamaica, and of
the king himself. In 3783 he was promoted }tlo
o the

)
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the rank of eolonel. In 1784 he was appointed
first commissioner for settling and receiving the ter-
ritory ceded to Britain by the sixth article of the
- definitive treaty of peace with Spain’in 1783. He
as a colonel so well discharged his duty, that he
was appointed superintendant of his majesty’s af-
fairs on the coast of Honduras, which ofhice he

held much to the advantage of the crown of Eng- -
Jand, for he obtained from that of Spain some
very important privileges. The clashing interests,
however, of the inhabitants of this coast, produc-
ed much discontent, snd the colonel was by a party
of them accused of various misdemeanors. to his
majesty’s ministers. He now came homg, and de-
manded that his conduct should be investigated ;
but was, after two years constaut attendance on ajl
the departments of government, at last told by mi-
‘misters, that therc was no charge against hjm wor-
thy of investigation ; that his majesty had thought
ﬂoper to abolish the oftice of superintendant at
onduras, otherwise he should have been reinstat-
edin it. But he was then, and on every occasiop,
assured that his services should not be forgotten,
but in due time meet their reward. He and ten
associates being indicted for high treason, Feb, 7,
1803, after the preliminary business of choasing the
jury was settled, the bill of indictment, which
gonsisted of three counts, was then read, The
prosecution was: opened. by the attorney-gencral,
who in a very eloquent and impartial maancr . laid
before the jury the whole of the charges:. - ¢ The
-eleven prisoners, including Despard,. formed a so-
ciety at the Qakley Arms, in the parish.of St.
Mary, Lambeth,  Tlie most active memnbers were
-Francis and Wood, and. their drift was to ovurw{n
- T2 the
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the government. His majesty having intended to
meet his parliament a week earlier than he actually
did (on the 16th of January, instead 6f the 21d),
they designed on that day to carry into effect their
_ plan, by laying restraint upon the king’s person,
and destroying him. They frequently attempted
to seduce soldiers into the association, in whi
they sometimes succeeded, -and sometimes failed .—
Franciy administered unlawful oaths to those that
yiclded, and, among others, to Blades and Wind-
sor, giving them at the sime time two or
three -copies of the oath, that they might be
enabled to make prosclytes in their turn. Windsor -
soon after becoming dissatisfied, gave_information
of the conspiracy to a Mr. Bonus, and shewed him
a copy of the oath. This gentleman advised him
. to continue a member of the association, that he
might learn whether there were any persons of con-
‘sequence engaged in it. On the Friday before the
3ntended assassination of his majesty, a meeting
took place, when' Broughton prevailed upon two
of the associates to go to the'Flying Horse, New-
ington, where they would meet with a nice mas,
which #nicé man, as he stiled him, was the prisoner,
. Despard.” The first witness was John Stratford,
clerk to the magistrates of Union-hall, who appre-
hended Col. Despard at the Oakley Arms. -There
were about thirty persons in the room; and they
were all, except the colonel, of- the lowest class,
and very meanly dressed. The printed papers found
in the room were then produced and read, cousist-
ing of the form of the oath, &c. This witnesses’s
-evidence: was eorroborated by. the depositions of -
other constables who had accompanied him. Tho.
“Windsor, the chief witness, declaréd .the manntr
m
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to seize upon, and destroy the sacred persons’ of;
our august and revered sovereign, and the illustris
ous branches of his roval house; which some.of you;
by themost solemm bond of your oath of allegiance,
were pledged, and all of you, as his Majesty’s subs
jects, were indispensably bound, by your duty, té
defend ; to overthwow that constitution, its estas
blished fresdom, and boasted usages, which have so
long maintsined amoung us, that just and ratienal
equality of rights, and .security of property, which
have been for 50 many ages the envy and admira.
tion, of the word : and to erect upon its ruins a
wild system of anarchy and bloodshed, having for
its object the subversion of all property, and the
mmassacre of its proprietors ; the annihilation of all
Segitimate authority and established order—for such
must be the impore ofthat promise held out by thie
Zeaders of this atrocious conspiracy, of ample pro-
wvision for the families of ¢ tﬁbse heroes who should
fall in the struggle.”® The more effeceually to-cti-
sure success in those evil machinations, and td en-
courage those who were to bé seduced to their sup-
port, endeavours have been made by you and your
accomplices so seduce from their allegiance to thex
sovereign, the soldiers of his Majesty—endeavours
which, though they appear to have been in too
‘many instantes successful, yet I hope falsely said
to be in that extent stated in evidence. Equall
-false, I hope, has been another assertion, that two-
thirds of the inhabitdnts of this ¢ountry were ready
fotf'a change, and prepared to support and adopt
such measures as were likely to be most effectual
for obtaining it—a change, by which no less was
:contemplated than the subversion of afl the sources
of law,.order, and pablic justice, and the substi-
tution

.
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tution of madsacre, anarchy, and all their difp ef-’
fects. It has, however, pleased that Divine Pro-
vidence, . which has. mercifully watched over the
. safety of  this nation, to defeat your wicked and
abominable purpose, by -arresting your projects in
their dark and dangerous progress, and thus avert-
ing that danger which your machinations had sus- -
pended over our heads;. and by your timely detec-
tion, seizure, and- submittal to public justice, to
afford time for the many thousands of his majesty’s
innocent and loyal subjects; the intended victims
of your atrocious and sanguinary purpose, to es
cape that danger which so recently menaced them,
and which, I trust, is not yet become too formi-
dable for utter defeat. Happily for the familics
. and the.persons of thousands of your wicked and
deluded accomplices, your detection has in time, [
hope, served to avert the calamities in which the
would have inevitably involved themselves, as wel
2s their inpocent fellow-gitizens, The vigilance of
that government, unceasingly dirccted.to the pub-
lic security, was not to be eluded by the dark and
‘mysteriqus scerecy under which you endeavoured
to mask your wicked designs. Your very endea-
:vours to propagate and promote your projects have
becn the sources of your defeat; and thus it has
happened, that when you imagined your vile pur-
ses to be nearest their completion, they have
een fortunately - discavered -by the very means
through which you intended to put them. in execu-
tion: and thus the intended . victims who were on
the eve of being involved in all the horrors of .your
projects, have fresh cause to acknowledge. with
gratitude the goodness of that all-provident God,
who has thus timely, and I hope for ever, put 2
: : stop

3
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stop to your diabolical plans. As to you, deluded
victims of a desperate and abandoned conspiracy,
before I conclude the awful task which remains for
me to perform, I wish to say a few wotds to you °
on the enormity of those crimes which have brought
you to your present melancholy and ignominious
situation. And first, you Edward Marcus Dés-
pard, in whom the dignified pride of birth, the
advantages of a liberal education, and the habits
of intercourse in that rank in which your conduct
was once so highly honourable, and from whom
the testimony borne of your former conduct by the
honourable companions of your earlier pursuits,
adduced in this court as witnesses for your charac-
ter, should have induced us to expect widely dif-
ferent conduct and principles. How grossly have
you misapplied and abused the talents and oppor-
tunities which you- enjoyed for honourable distinc-
tion in society | and how have you de.gnded your-
self to the association of those unfortunate’and
wretched companions, by whom you are now sur« -
rounded, in whose ignominious fate you so justly
share, but who are the unhappy victims of your
seductive persuasion and example. 1 do not wish,
at this awful moment, to urge any thing to you.
and the degrading companions by whom you are
surrcunded, to sharpen the bitterness of your feel-
ings under the ignominy of your fate, but I would
most earnestly and sincerely wish to impress your
mind, duting the short period of your remaining
life, with a due sense of your awful situation, and
of the criminal conduct which has involved you in
your present ignominious fate : I would earnestly
entreat you zealously to endeavour to subdue the
callous insensibility.of heart, of which, in an ill-
fated moment; you have beasted, and regain that
S sanative
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sanative affection of the mind, which may prepare
our soul for that salvation, which, by the infinite
mercy of God, I beseech of that God you may
obtain. "And as ta you, other unhappy prisoners,
the wretched victims of his seduction and exam-
ple, to what a dreadful and ignominious fate have
xon brought yourselves, and what serrow and af-
iction have been entailed upon your wretched fa-
milies, by the atrocity of your crimes, and your
turposcd and sanguinary attempts to subvert that
appy constitution and government, under the
mild Jrotcction of which you might still have con-
tinued to pursue industrious avocations, and enjoy
with comfort the truits of your honest and peace-
ful labours ; and the unexampled mildness and mer-
ciful tendency of whose laws you have this day ex-
rienced- in a long, a patient, a fair, and most
ampartial trial, before that respectable and disceru-
ing jury, who have convictéed you on the most
uncontroverted evidence of your guilt. May the
awful and impressive example of your untimely
fate prove a warning to your wicked associates and
accomplices in every quarter of this realm, and in-
duce them to abandon those machinations which
have brought you to this disgraceful catastrophe |
May they learn to avoid your fate by cultivating
the blessings of that constitution which you have
calumniated and endeavoured to subvert, and by
pursuing their honest and industrious avocations,
and avoiding political cabals and seditious conspi-
racies, avoid also those dreadful consequences in
which they themselves would most probably be a-
mongst the first victims. The same earnest advice
I have just given your unfortunate leader and se-
ducer, I now offer to you, which is, to make the
best use of the short period of life now remaining,
PR I : tQ

.
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to make your peace with an offended God for your
crimes, and seek mercy in another life, which the
interest of your fellow-creatures will not sufferto .
be extended to'you here! The only thing remain-

ing for me is the painful task of pronouncing a-
gainst you, and each of you, the awful sentence
which the law denounces against your crime, which
is, that you and each of you (here. his lordship
named t{e prisoners &everally) be taken to the
place from whence you came, and from thence you

- are to be drawn on hurdles to the place of execu-

tion, where you are to be hanged by the neck, but
not until you are dead, for while you are still liv~
ing your bodies are to be taken down, your bowels

* torn out and burat before your faces; your heads

are to be then cut off, and your bodies divided
cach inta four quarters, and your heads and quar-
ters to be then at the king’s disposal ; and may the
Almighty God have mercy on your souls!™ :

On Saturday afternoon, Feb. 19, 1803, wasre
ceived the information that the warrant for execue
tion, .to take place on the following Monday, was
made out. It was sent to the keeper. of the New
Goal in the Borough at six o’clock on Saturday
evening, and included the names of Col. Despard,
“Tho. Eroughton, John Francis, Arthur Graham,
Jolin Macnamara, Jon Wood, and James Sedg-
wick. Wratten ; the three other prisoners, New-
man, Tyndal, and Lander, recommended by the
jury to mercy, having been respited. As soon as
the warrant for execution was received, it was
communicated to the unhappy persons by the keep-.
er of the prison, Mr, Ives, with as much tender-
ness and humanity as the awful nature of the case
required. We believe it was expected by all—l’)‘

VOL. I, v
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all it was received with resignation and fortitude,
Col. Despard observed, upon its being communi-
cated to him, that the time was short; yet he had
not had, from the first, any strong expectation that
the recommendation of the jury would be effectual.
The mediation of Lord Nelson, and a petition to
the Crown, were tried, but Col. Despard was con-
vinced, according to repogt, that they would be
unavailing. From the moment of his conviction,
he had begun to preparc himself for that last mo-
ment that was to close all sublunary scenes upon
him for ever! During the whole of the interval
between the period of the passing and the execut-
ing his sentence, he behaved with composure.—
Much of his time was employed in writin%, some
in reading, and the greater part with hiswife, Mrs.
" Despard.  Soon after the warrant was received, all
papers, and every thing he possessed, were imme-
diately taken from the colonel. He was strictly
searched, to discover whether he had any knife or
means of self-destruction concealed about him, and
" every thing that was thought might enable him to
Eut an end to his existence, was conveyed out of
is 1each. . There is no reason to suppose he had
the slightest design of committing suicide; but
these are the usual and necessary precautionary
measures. Mrs. Despard was greatly affected when
she first heard his fate was sealed, but afterwards
recovered her fortitude. Accompanied by another
lady, she hdd a last interview with him on the Sun-
day preceding his execution, about three o’clock..
‘The lady wept bitterly, but first Mrs. Despard, and
then the colonel, reproached her with her weak-
ness. Mr. and Mrs, Despard bore up with great
fir~ ~ess, even in parting ; and when she got into
H by asit drove off shc waved her handll:]e_r;
chie
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chief out of the window. The other prisoners bore
their fate with equal hardihood, but conducted
themselves with less solemnity thap the colonel.—=
Their wives, &c. were allowed t¢ take a farewell .
of them on the same day, and the scene wis
truly distressing! Five of these imen attended on
Sunday morning, a chapel within the goal, used for
its inhabitants only. Macnamara, being a Roman
Catholic, did not attend; neither did the colonel,
who had constantly refused the assistance of a cler-
gyman. At day-light on Sunday momning, the
drop, scaffold, and gallows, on which they were
to be executed, were erected on the top of the
goal. The erection of the apparatus of death
gave’ full information of the approaching event,
and great crowds continued to arrive and retire,
viewing the place the whole day. All the Bow--
street patrole, and many other peace-officers were
on duty all day and night, and the military near
London were drawn up close to it. Mrs. Despard,
after having taken leave of her husband at three
in the aftérnoon; came again abeut five o’clock §
but it was thought adviseable to spare the colonel
the pangs of a second parting, and she was there-
- fore not admitted into the prison. She evinced
eome indignation at the refusal, and expressed a
strong opinion with respect to the cause for which
her husband was to suffer. After Mrs. D. had left
" the colonel, at three o’clock, he walked up and
down his cell for some time, seemingly more agi-
‘tated than he had been at the period of taking
leave of his wife. Between six and seven in the
evening he thréw himself on the bed, and fell into
a short sleep. At eight o’clock he awoke, and
addressed one of the officers of the prison, who was
with him, in these words (== Me==they shall re-

va ) ceive
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ceive no information from me—no, not for all the

gifts, the gold, and jewels in the possession of the

"crown ! He then composed himself, andsemain-
ed silent. These expressions might induce some to
suppose that endeavours had been made to prevail
upon him to make disclosures. Whether this was -

the case or not, we are not able to say. Sir Rich-

ard Ford was at the prison on Sunday, and we be-

lieve saw the colonel and all the other prisoners—

but we have not heard that his visit had for its ob-

ject to induce them to make any confessions. In
the course of the evening, the colonel was visited

by his solicitor, who came to ask him where he

wished to be buried ? He was silent for some mi-

nutes—and at length replied, he believed several

of his conntrymen were buried at Pancras—he

therefore desired to be buried there. When Mr,

Ives went to communicate the warrant for execu-

tion to two of the prisoners, Wood and-Graham,

they said, they wished to have some conversation

with him. On Sunday evening he went to them,

attended by the clergyman, Mr. Winkworth.—

Graham then entered into a long conversation with

him, upon the motives of the meeting at the pub-

lic-house where they were apprehended 3 but we do

not learn that he threw any new light upon the sub-~

ject, or made any discoveries of importance.—
Macnamara spent the whole of the night in prayer,

‘The Roman Catholic priest left him at a late hour

of the night, and came again early in the morn-

ing. Graham, Wratten, -and another (Wood we

believe) were the greater part of the night engaged

in a similar manner. They were dissenters.wm

Broughton and Fiancis were protestants. Col.

Despard slept from three to half past four; the re-

pnainder of the night he passed in walking up.and

' ’ : down

-~
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. down his cell. The rest of the prisoners slept aboue
two hours. All the arrangemen the execu-
tion were settled on Sunday by Si . Ford, and
the sheriffs of Surrey, with the government and
the magistrates. Sir Richard slept -that night at a
Mr. Smith’s, in order to be near the prison. At
four o’clock the following morning, Monday, Fe-
bruary 21, the drum beat at the Horse-guards, as
asignal for the cavalry to assemble. 'We under-
stand that four regiments were on duty. Two
troops of horse were stationed at the Obelisk;
others patroled the roads from the Obelisk to the
Elephant and Castle, and down the Borough road.
The military occupied their station as soon as it
was day-light. It was not till past five o’clock that
persons began to pour in any numbers along the
Westminster and city roads to Horsemonger-lane.
At half past six the prison-bell rang, the signal for
unlocking the cells. Mr. Winkworth, the clergy-
man, and Mr. Griffith, the Roman Catholic priest

_*(the same gentleman who attended Quigley when
he was executed), came to the prison, and were
immediately -admitted to the prisoners. At seven
o'clock five of them, Brougliton, Francis, Grae
ham, Wood, and Wratten, went into the chapel,
They attended to the prayers with great earnest-
ness, but at the same time without seeming to lose
thdt firmness they had displayed since their trial,
Before they. received the sacrament, four of them
confessed they had done wrong, but not to the ex-
tent charged against them by the evidence. The
fifth, Graham, said he was innocent of the charges
brought against him, but had attended two meet-
ings, the second at the instigation of Francis. It
was Emblyn, he added, who called on him -to go
o . vs3 - . to
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to the meeting, by Francis’s desire. For some time.
the clergyman refused to administer the sacranfent
to Francis, becaude he persisted in declaring he had
been guilty of no erime. The clergyman said to
him, ¢ You admit you attended meetings?”* He
replied, ¢ Yes.”' ¢ You knew they were for the
purpose of overturning the constitution and go-
vernment of the country, I by no means wish you
to enter into particulars. I only wish you to ac-
knowledge generally.”” Francis then ‘smiled (it
seemed to be the natural character of his counte-
nance), and answered, ¢ I admit I have done
wrong in attending those meetings.”” The cler-
gyman then asked each of them ¢ how they found
themselves?’*  Francis, Wood, Broughton, and
Wratten said, ¢ they were never happier - in their
lives.”* Graham remained silent. The sacrament
was then administered tothem. The service in the
chapel lasted three quarters of an hour.  Before it
was over Colonel. Despard and Macnamara were
brought, down from their cells; their irons were
knocked off, and their arms and hands bound with
ropes. Despard walked up and down before the
chapel door, but did not enter the chapel. Mac-
namara walked about in earnest conversation with
the Roman Catholic priest, and with a book in his"
hand. Whilst Despard was at the chapel door,
the sheriff (Pepper) addressed himself very hu-
manely to him, and asked him if he could render
him any 'service. The colonel thanked him, and

+ -geplied that he could not. The sheriff added some-

thing in a low tone of voice, which, it is suppos-
ed, related to Mrs. Despard. Whilst the clergy-
man was gone out of the chapel to prépare for fze
sacrament, the five prisoners in the chapel rose, an
- hearing - |
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hearing the colonel's irons being knocked off. The:
* executioner then tied their arms and hands in the
same manner s he had before bound the colonel
and Macnamara. Notice was then given to the
sheriff that they were ready. ~The colonel, who
stood the first, retired behind, and motioned to
Francis (who was making way for him) to go be-
fore him. It is the pody of a small cart, on which
- two trusses of clean straw are laid : it was drawn
- by two horses. The procession moved in the fol-
Jowing ordes : .

The Sheriff of Surrey,
“The Clergyman in his gown,
Mr. Ives; tbe Kecper, with a white wand;
High Constable,
Other  Constables,
The Executioner with a drawn sword.
Macnamara and Graham were first put into the
hurdle, and drawn to thg lodge, where the inner .
gates were opened, and they were conveyed to the
stair-case that leads up to the scaffold. - The hure
dleé then returned, and brought .
Broughton and Wratten,
then
‘Wood and Francis.
" Last of all, Co. Despard was put in it alone.

Macnamara seemed intent upon the book in his -
hand. Graham remained silent. Broughton jumped -
into the hurdle, smiled, and looked up to the scaf-
fold. ‘Wood and Francis both smiled, and they all
surveyed the awful scene. with much composure,
Despard shook hands with a gentleman, as he got
into the hurdle, and looked up to the scaffold with
a smile. As soon .as they had all been conveyed

- .
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in the hurdle to the stair-case that leads to the scaf-
fold, shey were escorted up one by one—the she-
1iff, Sir R. Ford, the clergyman, Mr. Winkworth,
and the Roman Catholic clergyman, Mr. Griffith,
Kreceding them. Seven coffins, or shells, which had

een previously placed in a room under the scaf- -
fold, were brought up and placed on the platform,
on which the drop was erected. A bag of saw-
dust, to catch the blood when the heads were se-
vered from their bodies, was placed beside them.—
The block:was near the scaffold. There were about
100 spectators on the platform. The greatest or-
der and silence were observed. Assoon as the
Erisoners were placed on the hurdle, St. George’s

ell tolled for some time. It was about half past
eight when the prisoners were brought up to the
scaffold one by one. Assoon as the cord was fast-
ened round the neck of one, the sccond was brought
up, and so on till the cords were fastened round
the necks of all the seven. Macnamara was first
brought up ; he still held a book in his hand ; and
when the cord was placed round his neck, he ex-
. claimed, with the greatest devotion, ¢ Lord Jesus
-have mercy upon me! Oh, Lozd, look down with
pity upon me !> Graham came second ; he look-
ed pale and ghastly, but spokenot. Wratten was
the third : he ascended the scaffold with much firm-
ness. Broughton, the fourth, smiled as he ran up
the scaffold stairs, but as soon as the rope was fast-
ened round his neck, he turned pale, and smiled no
. more. He joined in prayer with much earnestness.
Wood was the fifth—Francis the sixth. Francis
ascended the scaffold with a composure, which he
preserved to the Jast. Wood and Broughton were
equally composed. Of all of them, Francis was
the best looking-=tall, handsome, and well made.
. , He
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He and Wood were dressed in soldiet’s uniform;
the rest were in coloured clothes: Colonel Des-
pard was brought up the last, dressed in boots, a
dark brown great coat, his hair unpowdered ; he
ascended the scaffold with great firmness, and his
countenance underwent not the slightest change
while  the awful ceremony of fastening the rope
-round his neck, and placing the cap on his head,
was performing : *he looked at the multitude assem-
bled with perfect calmness. The clergyman, who
‘ascended the scaffold after the prisoners were tied
up, spoke to him a few words as he passed. The
colonel bowed, apd thanked him. The ceremony
of fasténing the prisoners being finished, the colo-
nel advanced as near as he could to the edge of the
scaffold, and made the following speech to the
multitude :— ’
¢¢ Fellow Citizens,
¢ I come here asyou see, after having served
my country—faithfully, honourably, and usefully
served it, for thirty years and upwards, to suffer
death upon a scaffold for a crime of which I pro.
test I am not guilty. I solemnly declare that Iam
no more guiity.of it than any of you who may be
now hearing me: But though his majesty’s mini-
sters know as well as I do that I am not guilty,
yet they avail themselves of a legal pretext to de-
stroy a man, because he has been a friend to truth,
to liberty, and justice,——""[There was a consi«
derable huzza from part of the populace the near-
est to him, but who, fiom the height of the scaf-
fold from the ground, could not, for a certainty,
distinctly hear what was said. - The colonel pro-
ceeded J=——¢¢ becausg he has heen a friend to the
poor and distressed, But, citizens, I hope and
. 3’ . trust,
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trust, netwithstanding my fate, and the fate of
, those who no doubt will soon follow me, that the
principles of freedom, of humanity, and of jus-
tice, will finally triumph over falshood, tyranny,
and delusion, amnd every principle: hostile to the in-
terests of the human race.  And now, having said
this, I have little more to add——""[The colonel’s
voice seemed to falter a little here—he paused a
moment, as if he had meant to say something
more, but had forgotten it.] He then concluded
in the following manner: ¢¢ I have little more to
add, except to wish you all health, happiness, and
ficedom, which I have endeavoured, as far as was
in my power, to procure for you, and for mankind
in general.™ - .

‘The colonel spoke in a firm and audible tone of
voice : he left o&o sooner than was expected. There
was no public expression cither of approbation or
gisapprobation given when he had concluded his ad-
dress, As soon as the colonel had ceased speak-
ing, the clergyman prayed with five of the prison-
ers. Macnamara prayed earnestly with the clergy-
man of his own persuasion. Despard surveyed the
populace, and made a short answer, which was
not distinctly heard, to some few words addressed
to him by Francis, who was next him. The cler-
gman now shook hands with each of them. Col.

espard bowed, and seemed to thank him as he
shook hands with him. The executioners pulled
the caps over the faces of the unhappy persons, and

- descended the scaffold. Most of them exclaimed,
¢ Lord Jesus receive our souls!” The last and
most dreadful part of the ceremony was now to be
performed. The most awful silence prevailed; and
the thousands present, all with one accord, stood

o 4 uncovereds

O
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uncovered, - At seven mimites before nine o’clock
the signal was given, the platform dropped, and
they were all launched into eternity It  The colo-
nel bad not one struggle: twice he opened and
clenched his hands together convulsively—he stir-
red no more. Macnamara, Graham, Wood, and
‘Wratten, were motionless after a few struggles.
Broughton and Francis struggled violently for some
moments after all the rest were without mation.
The executioner pulled their.legs; to putan end to
their pain more speedily.  After hanging about
. half an hour till they were quite dead, they were
cut down. Col. Despard was first cut down, hig
body placed upon saw-dust, and his head upon a
block ; after his coat had been taken off, his head
was severed from his body by persons engaged on
Purpose to perform that ceremony.  The executi-
oner then took the head by the hair, and carryin
it to the edge of the parapet on the right hand,
held it up to the view of the populace, and exclaim-
ed, ¢ This is the head of a traitor, Edward Mar-
cus Despard.” ‘The same.céremony was performs<
ed on the parapet -at the Jeft hand. There was
some hooting and hissing when the colonel’s head
was exhibited. His remains were now put into the
shell that had been prepared for them. The other
prisoners were then cut down, theirheads severed
from' their bodies, and exhibited to the populace,
with the same exclamation of, ¢¢ Thisis the head
of another traitor.” The bodies were then put in-
to their different shells, -and delivered to their
friends for interment. The populace were struck
with the appearance of Macnamara, who, on as-
cending the scaffold, bowed. Many of them were
acquainted with him. They pitied the situation l:)f
is

v
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his wife, to whom he had been married but-a short

time. It was at first thought he was Col. Despard:

The crowd at the entrance of Horsemonger-lane

was immense ; as the time of execution drew near,

the people from all parts came with such force as

to bear down all opposition.” Those who had been

in dry situations, were pushed into the middle of

the road, where they stood almost up to the knees

“in mud.  Several lost their shoes by the continual

pushing and jostling. ' Many fainted, both men

and women; of the latter, however, there were

but few. While the heads were exhibiting, the

populace took off their hats. - The execution was

over by ten o’clock, and the populace soon after

dispersed quictly. There was not the least tend-

ency to riot or disturbance. The precautions, how-

eyer, taken by government, were certainly proper.

A sky-rocket was sent to the keeper of the prison, -
to be let off, asa signal-to the military, in case of

avny disturbance. The body of Col. Despard hav-

ing lain at Mount-row, opposite the Asylum, was

taken away on the first of March, by his friends; .
with a hearse and three mourning coaches, and in-
terred near 'the north door of St. Paul's Cathedral,
§t. Paul's church-yard, The crowd was great$
but when the grave was covered in, the people im-
mediately and quietly dispersed. The city marshal
was present, lest there should be any disturbance
on the ocgasion.

DICKENSON, EMANUEL, (MURDERER,)
yvas the son of anofficer in the army, by whose early
death his mother was reduced to extreme indigence,
and Ewmanuel and his three sisters, thus unprotected,
became depredators upon the public. The former
was soon apprehended forstealing a gemleman‘sf hat

’ . rom
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from his head, in the strand, for which, being cone
wicted, he received sentence of transportationj but
through the intercession of a general officer, who

~ pitied his mother, he was pardoned. He then be.
came acquainted with Edward Bumworth, Wil-
Jiam Blewitt, Thomas Berry, John Legee, and
John Higgs. Bumworth was the son of a painter,
in Moorfields, and served: an apprenticeship to a
buckle.maker in Grub-street; he distinguished
bimself by cudgel-playing, at a place in Moorfields,
which was called the Ring. He commenced pick-
pocket, and then by a very natural Endztion, pro-
ceeded to the commission of foot-pad robberics and
house-breaking. In the exercise of his profession
as a pick-pocket, he frequented every public place
in and near the city. He used to steal snuff-boxes,
watches, handkerchiefs, pocket-books, &c. At
Jength he was apgrehcnded, and lodged in New
Prison, from which he found means to escape, and
senewed his former occupation, but with more cir-
cumspection, usually lounging about the fields near
London during the day time, and returning to town
at night in search of prey. ' He was a remarkable
daring villain, and constantly carried pistols about
him, to aid him to make a readier escape in case of
detection. Going into a public-house in the Old
Bailey, the landlord told him, that Quilt Arnold,
one of Jonathan Wild’s men, who had been scek.
ing him some days, was then in the house. Here-~
upon Burnworth went backwards to a room where
- Arnold was sitting alone; and presenting a pistol,
* upbraided him for endeavouring to injure his old -
acquaintance ; Arnold having been a brother thief.
Burnworth then called for a glass of brandy, and
putting some gun-powder in it, compelled the other
: * p 4 te
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to drink it oh Iis knees, and swear that he would
never seek for him in future. He was once whip=
ped at the cart’s tail fora thefc. William Blewite,
another of this gang, was the son of poor parents
near Cripplegate, who apprenticed him to a per-
fumer of gloves; but before he had served above
three years of his time he associated with il com=

any, and became pick-pocket and houscbreaker.
;hving been apprehended and lodged in Newgate,
he was tried for an offeuce, of which he was con-
vicied, and sentenced to be tramported for seven
years; in consequence of which he was put on
board a ship in the river, in company with several
other felons, Some of these had procured saws and
files to be concealed in cakes of gingerbread, and
by means of these instruments the! hoped- to effect

* their escape before the ship sailed to any distance.
Blewit having discovered their intention, disclosed
it to the captain of the vessel, who seized the im-
plements, and gave Blewitt his liberty, as a reward
for the information. But he was no sooner at large,
than he returned to his old practices, in consequence
of which he was apprehended, and committed to
Newgate. At the following sessions he was in-
dicted for returning from transportation: and
being convicted, reccived sentence of death; but
he pleaded the service he bad done by preventing
the escape of the prisoncrs i the river: on which
he was reprieved till the return of the vessel from
America ; when his allegations being found to be
true, he was pardoned, on the condition of trans-
porting himsclf.. This, however, be neglected to
do; but got into the company of Burnworth,
Berry, Legee, and Hicks, the thwee last having
been thieves from their infancy. At this time there

was
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wras a gin-shop kept in the Mint, Southwark, by. a
man named Ball, whose character was similar to.
‘that of Jonathan Wild. Ball, who had been him.
self a thicf, threatencd that be would cause Burn.
worth to be taken into custody. The latter, hear<
ing of this circumstance, resolved on the murder of
Ball, and eng his acoomplices in the execution -
of the plan. Previous ta this, while they were
drinking at Islington, Burnworth proposed to break
open and rob the house of a magistrate in Clerken.
wrell, who had distinguished himself by his dili-
gence in causing thieves to be apprehended ; and
this robbery was proposed more motives of
wevenge than of gain. They soon executed their
design, and robbed the house of what they thought
alarge quaatity of plate, which they carried to Co~

-house, at that time a public-house of ill-
fame, butou examining the supposed treasure, th
discovered that- it was only brass covered with sil-
wer, on which they threw it inte the New River.
The following day, while they were carousing, one
of theirassociates ¢came and informed them that some
-peace-officers were waiting for-them in Chick-lane,
3 phace they greatly frequented. Thus iniormed,
they kept in 2 body, and concealed their pistols
and cutlasses under their clothes. On the appreach
of evening they ventured towards London, and hav-
ing got as far as Turnmill-street, the keeper of
gﬁtkmwell Bridewell happening to see them, cal-
Jed to Burnworth, and said he wanted to speak -
with him. Burnworth hesitated, but the other as-
swing ‘him that he intended no injury, and the
thief being confident that his associates would not
desert him, swore he did not regard the keeper,
whom he advanced to meet with the "pistol in his
hand, the other rogues waiting on the opposite sidtf

. N X 2 0!
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. ‘ )
guarded by three other boats, in each of thich was
a corporal and several soldiers. In this manner they
were conducted to Westminster, where they were
examined by two magistrates, who.committed them
to Newgate, to which they were escorted by a party
of the foot-guards. On sight of Bumworth they
seemed to pity his situation,while he, ina hardened
manner, expressed his happiness at their safe arrival
from Holland. On the approach of the ensning
assizes for the county of Surry, they were handcuffed,
ut into a waggon, and in this manner a party of
ragoons conducted them to Kingston. Their
i ce on leaving Newgate was unparalleled :—
they told thes, tors, that it would become them
to treat gentlemen of. their profession with re~
spect, especially as they were going a journey 3
they likewise said to the dragoons, that they ex-
pected to be protected from injury on the road 3
and during their journey: they behaved with
indifference, throwing money among the populace;
and diverting themselves by seeing them scramble
for it. A boy having picked up a halfpenny, one
of a handful which l]'ﬁewit‘ had thrown among the
p‘e‘?]e, told him that he would keep that halfpenny,
and have his name engraved on it, as sure as he
would -be hal:ﬁed at %(ingston, on which Blewit -
ve him a shilling to pay the expenge of “engrav- . -
ing, and_enjoined iim- to-keep his promise, which,
it is affirmed, the boy actually did. On their
arrival ar Kingston, they were put i the prison
called the Stockhouse, where they were chained to
the floor : and on the follasving day, bills of indicte
ment being found against them, they were brought
up for trial before Lord Chief Justice Raymond,
and Judge Denton, but fome articles having been
taken from Burnwarth when he was apprehended,
. ) he
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be refused to plead unless they wére restored to
him. The Judges made use of every argument to
prevail on him to plead, but in vainj in conse~
quence of which sentence was passed that he should
be &resed to death. Hereupon he was taken back
o the Stockhouse, where he bore the weight of one
hundred, three quarters, and two pounds, on his
breast. The High Sheriff, who attended him on
this occasion, used every argument to prevail on him
to Plcad, to which he consented, after bearing the
weight an -hour and three minutes, during great

art of which time he ¢ndeavoured to Kill himself,

y striking his head against the floor. Being
brought into court, he was tried, and convicted
with his companions. They were no sooner con~
victed, than orders were given for their being
chained to the floor ; but in this deplorable sitaa-
tion they diverted themselves, by recounting some
particulars of their robberies, to such persons whase
curiosity induced them to visit the gaol. Some
people wished they would leave an account of their
sobberics, but Burnworth said the particulars could

"not be cantained in an hundred sheets of paper.

On passing sentence, the Reverend Judge most
camestly entreated them to prepare for another
world, as their time'in the present must necessarily

" . be short. They begged that their friends might

~ N e

visit them; and this being complied with, files and
saws were conveyed to them, to assist them in their
escape. Their plan was to have mixed opium in
wine to have made the keepers sleep; and if this
had taken place, they then proposed to have set fire -
to some piles of wood near the prison, and in other
parts of the town, and to get a considerable dis-
tance during the conflagration; but the l‘c‘quen

_ aving
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having listened to their discourse, they were more
strictly - guarded than before, and their whole
scheme rendered abortive. A short time before
their execution Burnworth told one of the keepers,
that ¢ If he did not see him buried in a decent -
manner, he would. meet him after death in a dark
entry, and pull off his nosc.”” When the day of
exccution arrived, the prisoners were put intoa
cart, and a company, of foot soldiers escorted ‘them
to the fatal tree.  On their way, Blewit saw a gen-
tleman named. Warwick, and having obtained per-
mission to s‘peak to- him, most earngstly entreated
his pardon for having attempted to shoot him, in
consequence of an information which Mr, War.
wick had given against him. Dickenson and
Blewit appeared more penitent than any of the rest. -
They wept bitterly at the place of execution, and
said they hoped their untimely fate would teach
young men to avoid such courses as had brought
them to their fatal end. They suffered April 12,
1726. After execution, their bodies were brought
to ths, new gaol in Southwark, to be fitted with
chains. © The bodies of Burnworth and Blewit were
suspended on a ﬁibbct in St. George's Fields, near
where the ‘murder was perpetrated. Legee and
Higgs weie hanged on Putney Common, and Berry
and Dickenson on Kennington Common ; but re-
presentation being made to the people in power,
that Dickenson’s tather, when a lieutenant in the:
army, had died fighting for his countiy in Flanders,
permission was given to his friends to take down
and bury the body, after he had hung one day.
Burnworth and his associates were hanged at Kingy-
ton. Marjoram, the evidence, obtained his liberty
of course, wheu his -accomplices were convicted 5

but
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but in a few days afterwands, he cut the string of a
-butcher’s apron, and ran away with his steel.—
Being pursued, he was apprehended, committed,
- .and when indicted for privately stealing, was con-
victed and received sentence of death, which sen-
tence, in consideration of his having been evidence
against the above malefactors, was changed to that
of transportation. }
DICKSON, MARGARET, (MURDERER,)
was the daughter of poor parents, who lived at
- Musselburgh, about five miles from Edinburgh,and
who brought up their child in the practice of reli-
ﬁious duties, having instructed her in such house-
old business as was likely.te suit her futyre sta-
tion in life. The village of Musselburgh is almost
entirely inhabited by gardeners, fishermen, and -
gersons employed in making salt. The husbands -
aving prepared the several articles for sale, the wives
carry them to Edinburgh, and procure a subsist-
ence by crying them through the streets of that
city. When Margaret Dickson had attained years
of maturity, she was married to a (fisherman, by
whom she bad several children. But there being a
want of seamen, her husband. was impressed - into
the naval service: and during his absence from
Scotland, his wife had an illicet connection with a
man at Musselburgh, in consequence of which she
became pregnant. At this time it was the law in
Scotland, that a woman known to have been
unchaste should sit in a distinguished place in the
church, on three Sundays, to be publicly rebuked
by the minister ; and many poor infants have been
destroyed, because the mothers dreaded this public
exposure, particularly as many Scotch ladies went to
church to be witnesses of the frailty of a sister, who
were never scen there on any other occasion. The
Y ) neigh-
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neighbours of Mrs. Dickson now- averred that she
was with child; but this she ‘constantly denied,
though there was every appearance that might
warrant the discrediting what she said. At length
she was delivered, but it is uncertain whether the
child was born alive or not. However she was
taken into custody, and lodged in the gaol of
Edinburgh. When her trial came on, several
witnesses deposed, that she had been frequently
'ﬁregnant; others proved that there were signs of
er having been delivered, and that a new-born in-
fant had been found near the place of her residence.
A surgeon deposed, that putting the lungs of the -
infant into water, thty were found to swim, which
was deemed a proof that the child had been alive ;
for it was a received opinion, that if no air be ever
drawn into the lungs, they will not swim: but this
circumstance is now a matter of doubt .among the
ntlemen of the faculty ; however, the jury giv-
ing credit fo this evidence brought in a verdict of
Guilty, in consequence of which she was sentenced
todie. After her condemnation she behaved in the
most penitent manner, confessed that she had been
guilty of many sins,and even owned that she had
departed from the line of duty to her husband, but
the constantly and steadily denied that she had mur-
dered her child, or even formed an idea of so horrid
& crime. She owned, that the fear of being ex-
gos:d to thé ridicule of her neighbours in church,
ad tempted ber to deny that she was pregnant;
she declared that, being suddenly seized with the
pains of child-birth, she was unable to procure the
assistance of her neighbours, and a state of insensi-
bility having ensued, she could not tell what became
of the infant. "At the place of execution her be-
haviour was consistent with her former dcclaratis-;x.
. e
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8he avowed her total innocence of the crime of
which she was convicted, but confessed the sincerest
sorrow for all her other sins. She was hanged in
the year 1728. After execution, her body was cut
down and delivered to her friends, who put it into
a coffin, and sent it in a cart to be buried at hev
native place; but the weather being sultry, the
persons who. had the body in their care stopped to
drink at a village called Pepper-Mill, about two
miles from Edinburgh. While they were refresh«
ing themselves, one of them perceived the lid of the
coffin move, and uncovering it, the woman imme=
diately sat up, and most of the spectators ran off
with every sign of trepidation. It fow happened
that a person who was then drinking in the public
house, had recollection enough to bleed her: in
about an hour after she was put to bed : and by
the following morning she was so far recovered as
to be able to walk to her own house. By the Scote
tish Jaw, which is in part founded on that of the
Romans, a person against whom the judgment of
the court has been executed can suffer no more in
future, but is thenceforward totally exculpated g
and it is likewise held that the marriage is dissqlved
by the execution of the convicted party, which in-
deed is consistent with the ideas that common sense
would form on such an occasion. Mrs. Dickson
having been thus convicted and ‘executed, ‘the
King’s advocate could prosecute her no farther
but he filed a bill in the High Court of Justiciary
,algainst the sheriff, for omitting to fulfil the laws

he husband of this revived convict married her
publicly a few days after she was hanged. And
she constantly denied that she had been guilty of

the alledged crime, She lived about thirty years
after this, . '

Y3 _ DOBBINS,
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DOBBINS, JOHN, (MURDERER,) a low-bred
man, .whose peculiar atrociousness excited much
-of the public curiosity,was tried at Worcester, 1797,
and the Court was consequently crowded. The
prisoner having been indicted for the wilful murder
of Jonathan Partington, near Eversham, pleaded
Not guilty. And Mr. Plumer, one of the counsel
for the prosecutor, in an affecting yet candid
speech, addressed the jury, and disclosed the circum-
stances which led to the suspicion, and the appre-
hension, of the prisoner ; the most strong of which
" were, his having been scen in company of the de-
ceased, when the latter was receiving money the
evening on which the murder dnd robbery were per-
petrated—his having been observed by three wit-
nesses, to follow him on the road within a mile of
the fatal spot—his own bloody clothes and bloody
hatchet—the many different and irreconcileable
accounts he gave of himself when he was appre-
hended, and afterwards, but last of all, the death- -
bed declaration of Partington hirpsclf, who, when -
the prisoner was shewn to him, exclaimed, ¢ Ah!
you are the man who has done me this sad injury,'”
this was often repeated by the deceased, when he
, believed the awful hour of his dissolution was fast
‘approaching. After the learned Judge Lawrence,
had in a most clear and comprchensive manner,
summed up the evidence to the jury, they imme-
diately found him Guilty. During the whole of
his trial, he betrayed no ¢ compunctious visitings
of nature.” The production of the  blood-be-
smeared clothes, the fatal hatchet, the hat of Par.
tington, cut in many places, and the surgeon’s de-
scription of his frightful wounds, produced no ap-
parent symptoms of dismay or remorse After a
anost pathetic and solemn exhortation to repentancea

4
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the Judge pronounced the awful sentence of the law,
the last words of whieh did wring from his stubborn
eye one solitary tear. He suffered on the joth of
March, 1797, and his body given to be dessected
and anatomized.

DODD, WM. (FORGER,) doctor of divinity,
Erebendary of Brecon, and chaplain in ordinary to
is majcs:{: who was the promoter of many cha-
rities, and the institutor of some, particularly the
Magdalen Hospital, the Society for the Relief of
Poor Debtors, and that for the Recovery of Per-
sons apparently Drowned.  Being in want of cash
to pay his tradesmen’s bills, and having been pre-
ceptor to the earl of Chesterfield, he pretended
that his lordship had an urgent occasion to bor-
row 4o00l. but did not choose to be his own agent,
and begged that the matter might be secretly and
expeditiously conducted. The doctor employed
Mr. Robertson, a broker, to whom he presented a
bond, not: filled up or signed, that he might find
3 person who would advance the requisite sum to a
young nobleman who had lately come of age.—
After applying to several persons who refused the,
business, because they were not to be present when
the bond was_executed, Mr. Robertson, absolute-
ly confiding in the doctor’s honour; applied to
Messts, Fletcher and Peach, who agreed to lend
the money.. Mr. Robertson returned the bond to
the doctor, in order to its'being executed ; and on
the following day the doctor produced it as execu-
ted, and witnessed by himself. Mr. Robertson,
knowing Mr, Fletcher to be a particular man, and
who would consequently object to one subscribing
witness only, put his name under the doctor’s. He
then went and received the money, which he paid
into the bands of Dr. Dodd, joc0l. in notes of Sir.
Y3 - Charles
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Charles Raymond and Co. the remaining r200l. in
bank-notes. ‘The money being thus obtained, the
doctor gave Mr. Robertson 100l. for his trouble,
and paid some of his own debts with a part of the
remainder. It appears the doctor intended to re-
place the money, and pay off the bond in a short
. time, without the knowledge of any person but the
broker, and the gentleman of whom the money
had been borrowed. It happened, however, that
the bond being left with Mr. Manly, (attorney for
Messrs. Fletcher 'and Peach), he observed, in the
condition of the bond, a very remarkable blot in
the first letter E, in the word SEVEN, which did
not seem to be the effect of chance, but done with
design. He thought it remarkable, but did not
suspect a forgery ; yet he shewed Mr. Fletcher the
bond and blot, and advised him to bave'a clean
" bond filled up, and carried to lord Chestzrfield for
execution. Mr. Fletcher consented; and Mr.
Manly went the next day to his lordship, who,
having previous notice of the intended business,
asked him if he had called about the bond. Mr.
Manly said he had; and his lordship answered,
¢ I have burnt the bond.® This appeared very
extraordinary;- but was soon explained, by lord
Chesterfigld’s saying he thought the gentleman
called about a bond for so0l. which he had given
some years before, and had taken up and burnt,
"When Mr. Manly produced the bond in question,
lord Chesterfield was surprised, and immediately
" disowned it. Upon this Mr. Manly went directly
to Mr. Fletcher, to consult what steps to take.
Mr. Fletcher, a Mr. Innis, and Mr. Manly, went
to Guildhall, to prefer an information respecting
the forgery against the broker and Dr. Dodd. Mr.
Robertson was taken into custody, and with F! l:et-

: cher,



popD. . 247

. cher, Innis, Manly, and two of the lord mayor’s
officers, went to the house of the doctor in Ar-
gyle-street. They opeuned the business—the doctor
was very much struck and affected. Manly told
him, if he would returd the money, it would be
the only means of saving him. He instantly re-
turned six notes of s500l. each, making 3ocel. he
drew on his banker for 500}, the broker returned
100l. and the doctor gave :a second draft on his
banker for 200l. and a judgment on his goods for
the remaining 4ool, awbich judgment was carvied
“immediately into execution. All this was done by
the doctor in full reliance on the honour of the
parties that the bond should be returned to him
cancelled ; but, potwithstanding this restitution,
he was taken before the lord, mayor, and charged
as above-mentioned. 'The doctor declared he had
no intention to defraud lord Chesterfield, or the
-gentleman who advanced the money. He hoped
that the satisfaction he had made, in returning the
money, would atone for the offence. He was press<
ed, he said, exceedingly for 300). to pay some bills
due to tradesmen. He took this step as a tempo-
rary resource, and would have repaid it in half a
year. ¢ My lord Chesterfield,” added he, ¢ can-
not but have some tenderness for me, as my pupil.
I love him, and he knows it. There is ncbody
wishes to prosecute. I.am sure my iord Che-ter-
field don’t want my life—I hope he will shew cle-
mency tome. Mercy should triumph over justice.”
Clemency, however, was denied ; and the doctor
was committed to the Comptor, in preparation for
his trial. On the 1g9th of February, Dr. Dodd
being put to the bar at the Old Bailcy, addressed

the court in the following words :

. [ {3 MY
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¢ MY LORDS,

¢ I am informed that the bill of indictment
against me has been found on the evidence of Mr.
Robertson, who was taken out of Newgate, with-
out any authority or leave from your lordships, for
the purpose of procuring the bill to be found. -Mr.
Robertson is a subscribing witness to the bond,
and, as I conceive, would be swearing to excul-
pate himself, if he should be admitted as a witness.
against me; and as the bill has been found upon
his evidence, which was surreptitiously obtained,
I submit to your lordships that I ought ngt to be
compelled to plead on this indictment ; and .upon
this question I beg to be heard by my counsel.
My lords, I beg leave also further to obsefve to
your lordships, that the gentlemen on the other
. side of the question are bound over to prosecute

Mr. Robertson.’”

Previous to the arguments of the counsel; an
order; which had been surreptitiously obtained
from an officer of the court, dated Wednesday,.
Feb. 19, and directed to the keeper of Newgate,
commanding him to carry Lewis Robertson to

. Hicks’s-hall, in order to his giving evidence before
the grand, inquest on the present bill of indict-
. ment; likewise a resolution of the court, repro-
bating the said order; and . also the recognizance,

entered into by Mr. Manly, Mr. Peach, Mr. In
nis, and the right hon. the earl of Chesterfield, to
prosecute and give evidence against Dr. Dodd and
Lewis Robertson, for the said forgery, were or-
dered to be read ; and the clerk of the arraigns
was directed to inform the court whether the name
Lewis Robertson was indorsed as a witness on the
back of theindictment, which was answered in the
‘ affirmative,
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affirmative. The counsel now proceeded in their
arguments for and against the prisoner. Mr. Ho-
warth, one of Dr. Dodd’s advocates, contended,
that not any person ought to plead or answer to an
. indictment, if it appears upon the face of that in-
dictment that the evidence upon which the bill was
found was not legal or competent to- have been ad-
duced before the grand jury. Mr. Cowper, coun-
sel on the same side, followed this idea, and hoped
that Dr. Dodd might not be called on to plead to
the bill of indictment, and that the bill might be
quashed. Mr. Buller likewise argued, as follow$,
on the same side:— . :
¢ MY LORDS, ,'
¢ It is the established law of this land, that no
man shall be put upom his trial for any offence,
unless there be a bill first properly found by a
graud jury ; I say properly found ; for if there be
any objection whatsoever to the finding the indict-
ment; and the most familiar that gre to be found:
in our books are those that go to the objection of
the grand jury ; for instance, where only one per-
son of the grand jury has been incompetent, where -
only eleven of the jury have found the bill, that
therefore it shall not be tried. I take it the ob-
jections go universally. I am aware that the ob-
Jections I have been alluding to, and which are
particularly stated in lord Hale, go to the grand
jury only ; but I will beg leave to consider, whe-
ther the reason that governs the one does not go-
vern the other. Another casé put by my lord Hale -
is this: if one of the grand jury is outlawed, these
objections go to the persons of the grand jury. I’
am aware that that is not the prescnt objccti%n H
' . ut
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but I.will beg leave, with your lordships’ permis-
sion, to consider whether this does not ?:ll within
"the same reason ; for T cannot,conceive that the
Jaw, which is so peculiarly watchful over the per-
sonal qualifications of the grand jury, should not
be equally attentive to the evidence which is laid
before them, and upon which they are ‘to decide
the fate of the bill which is offered to their consi~
deration. I take it to be as essential to the finding
of the bill, that the evidence offered to the grand
jury should be such as the law allows, as it is when
the indictment afterwards comes to be tried before
your lordships ; and if that rule holds, I trust I
shall have very little difficulty in convincing your
Jordships that this bill has been improperly found.
My lords, the prosecutor has thought it so mates
rial toadmit Mr. Robertsqn a witness in this causey
- that though, in my -humble apprehension, he
stands in a more criminal light than the prisoner at
the bar, yet they have thought fit to bargain with
him, to let him off from a capital felony of - the
most dangerous sort to society—the most peculi-
arly so from his situatiop in life of any man that
can be charged with such an offence. Mr. Robert-
son stands in this business as a sworn broker of the
city of London: as such it was bis peculiar duty
to preserve good faith between man and man: he
is bargained with by the prosecutor to be let off in
a case where he stands upon the appearance against
him, now as the most criminal, for the purpose of
procuring evidence against the prisoner at the bar.
My lords, if that evidence be improper, there re-
mains but one thing more to be enquired into ;
that is, whether your lordships can say that that
evidence has not had an improper effect, when it

was



DPODD. 251

'was admitted before the grand jury. - It is not'im-
Krobablc that the bill might be found wholly upon

is evidence : if I have a right to assume that asa
fact, because the prosecutor has thought it mate-
rial and absolutely necessary to produce him be-
fore the grand jury, why, then, your lordships sit-
ting here cannot say but this indictment may have
been found upon his evidence only: if it be so, is
Robertson a person whose evidence ought to have

"been received > If I am right in saying that the

same evidence, and the same evidence only, is le-
gal before = grand jury, which is legal upona trial,
I apprehend the ease which was mentioned in lord
Hale, folio 303, is decisive upon this point. M

lords, there are more passages in that folio book.
The first was the case mentioned of ¢ Henry Trew,
indicted for a burglary, and (by, the advice of
Keeling, chief justice; Brown, justice; and
‘Wilde, recorder) Perrin was sworn a witness a-
%ainst Trew as to the burglary, which he con-
essed, but was not indicted for the other felony.?
Here he was admitted, because he confessed him.
selt guilty. The passage before that in lord Hale
seems to me still stronger: ¢ If two defendants be
‘tharged with a crime, one shall not be examined
against the other to convict him of an offence,
unless the party examined confess himself guilty,®
Now, has ]Eobertson confessed himself guilty
No, he has not ; then there is an express autho-
Tity, by lord Hale, that not having done it, he is
No witness; he does not stand in that predicament
which lord Hale states the man to be there. He
says, that they were both charged with the crime ;
that is the case here; the prisoner and Robertson
were both committed for the same crime j he stands
now charged with-that crime, and he has.not’plead-

ed
1
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ed guilty : therefore upon this authority I take it
to be clear, that he cannot be admitted a witness
.upon the tiial ; and if not, I must leave it to the
ingenuity of the learned counsel to shew why a
man, who the law says shall not be a witness upon
the trial, shall be admitted a witness to find the bill
upon, against a man whom there is no other evi-
dence to affect.”

Mr. Mansfield and the other counsel employed
for the prosecution, replied to these arguments with |
equal ingenuity and professional knqwledge. . It
was now agreed on, that the trial should be proceed-
ed on; and the question respecting the competen
of Robertson’s evidence be reserved for the-opi-
nion of the Twelve Judges. Hereupon Dr. Dodd
-was indicted for forging a bond, far the payment
of 4200l. with intent-to defraud, &c. and the facts
already stated, were sworn to by the respective wit-
nesses. When the evidence was gone through, the
Court called upon the Doctor for his defence,
which was as follows :

¢ My Lords, and Gentlemen of the Jury,
¢ Upon the evidence which has been this day
* produced against me, I find it very difficult to ad-
dress your Lordships: there is no man in the world
who has a.deeper. sense of the heinous nature of the
crime for which I stand indicted. than myself. I
view it, my Lords, in.all its extent of malignancy
towards a commercial state, like ours; but, my
Lords, I humbly apprehend, though no lawyer,
that the moral turpitude and malignancy of the
crime always, both in the eye of the law, and of -
religion, consists in the intention. I am inform-
«d, my lords, that the act of parliament on thi; ‘
hea
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head runs perpetnally in this style, awith ax inten-
tion 20 deﬁ'au}: Such an intention, my lords and
gentlemen of the jury, I believe, has not been ats
-tempted to be proved upon me, and the consequen=
ces that have happened, which have appeared be-
" fore you, sufficiently prove that a perfect and am-
ple restitution has been made. I leave it, my locds,
to you, and the gentlemen of the jury, to consis
der, that if an unhappy man ever deviates from
the law of right, yet, ify in the single first moment
of recollection, he does all that he can to make a
full and perfect amends, what, my lords, and gen-
tlemen of the jury, can God and man desire fur-
ther? My lords, there are a variety of little cir-
cumstances, too tedious to trouble you with, with
respect to this matter. Were I to give a loose to
my feelings, I have many things to say which I
“am sure you would feel with respect to me: but,
my lords, as it appears on all hands, as it appears,
ntlemen of the jury, in every view, that no in-
Jury, intentional or real, has been done to any man
upon the face of the earth, I hope that therefore
you will consider ‘the case in its true state of cle.
mency. I must observe to your lordships, that
though I have met with all candour in this court,
Ket I'have been pursued with excessive cruelty 5
ave been prosecuted after the most express en-
gagements, a'ter the most solemn assurances, after
the most delusive, soothing arguments of Mr.
Manly ; I have bcen'ptotcute&f with 8 cruelty,
scarcely to be ‘paralleled. A person, avowedly
criminal jn the same indictment with myself, has
been brought forth ag a eapital witness against me ;
a fact, I'believe, totally unexampled. My lords, -
oppressed. as I am with infamy, loaded as I am -
with distress, sunk -undeér this gruel prascucution, .
VOL. & 2 ’

.
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your lordships, and the gentlemen of the jary, can<
not think lite a matter of any value to me. No,
my lords, I solemnly protest, that death of all bles-
sings would be the most pleasant to me afier this
pain. I have yet, my lords, ties which call upon
me-—ties which render me desirous even to conti-
nue this miserable existence. I have a wife, my
lords, who for twenfy-seven years has lived an un-
paralleled exampie of conjugal attachment amd-
fidelity, and whose behaviour during this trying
scene would draw tears of approbation, I am sure,.
even from the most inhuman. My lords, I have
creditors, honest men, who will lose much by my -
death. I hope, for the sake of justice towards

- them, some mercy will be shewn to me. If, upon

the whole, these considerations at all avail- with
you, my lords, and you gentlemen of the jury—
1f, upon the most impartial survey of matters, not
the slightest intention of injury can appear to auy
one—and I solemuly declare it was in my power to
replace it in three months—of this I assured Mr..
Robertson frequently—and had his solemn assur-
ances ‘that no man ‘should be privy to it but Mr:
Fletcher and himself—and if no injury was done to-
any man upon earth, I then hope, I'trust, I fully
confide myself in the tenderness, humanity, and
protection of my country.’ :

~The jury retired for about ten minutes, and
then returned ‘with a verdict, ¢ thatthe prisoner
was Guilty ;** but at the same time presented a -
petition, humbly recommending the doctor'to the

. royal mercy. On the first day of the sessions held
-at the Old Bailey in*May, B

r. Dodd,”being put
to the bar, was addressed by M. Justice Aston in -
tb¢ following terms: - :

) $6° Dogtor:
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*¢ Dr. William Dodd, )
# When you were brought up in last February
sessions, to plead to an indictment found by the
grand jury of Middlesex for forgery, before you
: pleaded, or the trial was proceeded upon, a ques-
tion was submitted to the court by you, with the
advice of your counsel, which was reserved for the
_ .opinion of the judges;. that is, whether you were
. bound to plead to, and ought to be tried upon that
indictment, as the name of Lewis Robertsen, cop
mitted for the same forgery, appeared-to be in-
dorsed as a witness upon the bill of indictment,,
-and that he had been ta?cen_ before the grand jury
to be examined as a witness, by means of an order
directed to the keeper of Newgate, which had been
improperly obtained, on the 1g9th of February, and
which was afterwards vacated by the coupt.m—
_The judges have met, and have fully cousidered
the whole matter of this objection; and they, are
sinanimously of opinjen, that the necessity of some
Proper authority to carry a witness, who happened
to ‘be in custody before the grand jury to give evi-
dence, regards the justification of the gaoler only ;
but that no-objection lies upon that account in_ the
‘mouth of the party indicted, for in respect of him
the finding of the bill is right, and according to
law. Whether a private prosecutor, by using an
accomplice in or out of custody as a witness, gives
such a witness a plea not to be, prosecuted, of; can
. entitle himself, the prosecetor, to have his recog-
nizance discharged, is a matter very fit for consi-
deration under all the circumstances of the particu-.
{ar case, when that question shall arise ; but it is a
matter in which the party indicted has no concern,
nor can he make any legal objection to the produc-
zZ32 :

ing -

’
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ing such a person as & witness, for the accomplice
is, against him, a legal and competent witness, and
so was Lewes Robertson vpon the bill of indict.
ment preferred against you. The judges, there-
fore, are of opinion, that the proceedings upon
that indictment against you were legally had, and
that you were thereupon duly convicted according
to law. Of this opinion I thought it most proper
thus early to apprize you, thatyou may be prepar-
ed for the consequence of it at the close of the
sessions,™ © ¢ )

To this address Dr. Dodd replied in the follow-
ing terms:’

¢ MYLORD, -

¢ I humbly thank your lordship, and the rest
of the leamed judges, for the consideration you
-have been pleased to give to the objections made
by 'my counsel on that awful day of my trial ; and
T rest fully satisfied, my lord, in the justice of your
“lordships® opinion.™ :

On the last day of the sessions Dr. Dodd was

again put to the bar, when the clerk of the ar-
‘zaigns said,— °

¢¢ Dr. William Dodd,
"6¢ You stand convicted of forgery—what have
you to say why thil court should net give you
" judgment to die according to law ™ :

* " Hereupon Dr. Dodd addressed the court as fol-

“ qy




' DODD. .2.5]
<7 % MY LORD, S
¢ I now stand before you a dreadful example ‘oé'
'”lman infirmity. I entered Gpon public life wit
e expectations common to young men whose edu<
cation bas been liberal, and whose' abilities-have
been flattered ; aud when I' begame ‘a .c'lgrgym_an‘,
X considered myself as not impairipg thé d‘ggni_r] of
- the order. I was'not an idle, nor,’ ‘hc);'pe,’ An use-
Jess minister:’ I taught the truths'of chtistiapity
with the zeal of conviction, and the duthority ,o¥
fnnocence. My labours were approved—iny pul:
pit became popular ; and, I have reasop mgl;‘e}iq?ﬁ
that of those who heard me, some havé been pres
served from sin, and some have been e lume&’r’-[
Condescend, my lord, to think, if ﬂp‘ege”éb'quiqf
rations aggravate, my crime, how much ,Ihey‘fin'u,s'
embitter my punishment! Being distinghished ‘an
tlevated by the confidence of mankind, T had ¥oo
much ci)ngdencc'm myself, ahd thinking my' w2
tegrity, what others thought it, e_stavbﬁsh’ed‘?n .s'in‘L
gerity, and foitified by religion, T did hq;'éohsi.d‘c}'
the danger of vanity, nor suspect’ the deceitfulness
of my own heait.” The day of conflict ¢ame; in
which temptation seized and overwhélmed mét” |
committed the crime, which I ‘éntredt your lord~
ship to belicve that ‘my conscience "houtly répret
sents to me in its full bulk of mischief and malig=
nity. Many have béen overpawered by temipta-
tion, who are npow among the penitent in heaven
To an act now waiting the decision of vindictive
justice, I will not presumé to oppose ‘the  counter=-
balance of almost thirty years (a great ‘part of the
life of man) passed in exciting aud exercising cha-
rity—in relicving sich distresses as I now feel—in
administering those consolations which I now want,
I will not qotherwise extenuate my offence, than by
. } g o declag-

N .e -
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declaring, what I hope will appear to many, and
that many circumstances make probable; that I
did not intend finally to defraud¢ nor will it b
come me to apportion my own punishment, by al-
Yedging that my sufferings have been not thuch less
than my guilt. T have fallen from reputation,
. which ought to:-hate made me ¢autious, and from
a fortuné, which ought to have given me content.
I am sunk at ence into ‘poverty and scorn: my
hame and my crime fill' the ballads in the streets
the spait of the thoughtless, and the triumph oz'
gﬁ;fq.ckéd! Tt may seem strange, my lord, that,
Fenjembering what I "have lately beén, I should
still wish to continue what I am: but contempt of
(ré(afth;'_‘hqw specicusly soever it may mihgle with
eathen il:i’r,‘,{pqs,' has vndth'mg in it suitable to chris-
tian penitence. "Many motives impel me to beg
€arnestly for life. I feel the natural horror ‘of a
violént death, the uniyersal dread of untimély dis-
solution., ' I am desirous to recompence the injury
" X have. done 'to the clergy, to the world, and to
religion, ‘and to efface the scandal of my critne, b
!he‘ example of my repentirice: but, above all,
wish to die with |‘t'houg'hts "more composed, ‘and
calmer preparation. The gloom and confusion of
a prison, the anxiety of a trial, the horrors of sus-
nse, and the incvitable vicissitudes of passion,
eave not the mind in a due disposition for the holy
.exercises of prayer, and self-éxamination. Let not
a little life be denied me, in which I may, by me-
ditation and contrition, prepare myself to stand at
the tribunal of Omnipotence, and support the pre-
sence of that judge, who shall distribute to all ac-
cording to their works—who will receive and par-
don the repenting sinner, and from whom the mer-
ciful shall obtain mercy! For these réasons],' ‘(?Sy,
or
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lords, amidst. shaime and misery, I yeét wish to
live ;. and miost humbly implore, that I may be re-
commended by ‘your lerdship- te the clemency of
his majesty.” ¢ ' < |

‘The Recorder now replied,~—

- ¢ Dr. William Dodd, N
i~ % You have béen convicted of the offence of
publishing a forged -and counterfeit bond, know-
ing it to 'be forged and counterfeited ; and you
have had the advantage which the laws of ‘this
country afford to- every man in that situation, a
fair, ‘an imipartial, and' an. attentive trial. The
Jury, to ‘whose justice you' appealed,- have found
you guilty ; -their verdict-has undergone the consi-
deration- of the:learned jwdges, and they found no
ground to impeach the justice of that verdict; you
youpielf havé admitted the justice of it ; and mow
the very painful duty. that the necessity. of the law
" imposes upon the court, to pronounce the sentence
- of that law against you, remains only to be per-
formed. You appear to emtertain’a’ very-proper
sense of the enormity of the offence which you
have committed ; you appear too in a state of con-
trition of mind, and I dodbt not have:duly re-
flected how far the dangetous tendency of the of-
fence you ‘have been guilty of ‘is-encreased by the
“influence of example, in being: committed byia
< pervon of your character, and of thesacred funt-
‘tion of which you are a‘member.- These venti-
" ments séem to be yours: 'T- wonld wish to cultivate
such sentiments; but T would not wish-to add ‘1o
the anguish of a person in‘your situdtion by dwéll~
ing upon it. - Your application for.mercy stiusi:be
made clsewhere: it would be cruel in the co;t to
ttes
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flatter-you ; there is a power of dispensing mercy,
where you may apply. - Your own good sense, and
-the contrition you express, will induce you to les-
sen the influence of the example, by publishing
your hearty and sincere detestation of the offence
of which you are convicted ; and-that you will ot '
attempt to palliate or extenuate, which would in-
deed add to the degree of the influmce of a crime
“of this kind being committed by :a person of your
character and known abilities; I would therefore
warn you against any. thing .of that kind. Now,
having said - this, I.am- obliged to pronounce the
sentence of the law, which is—That you. Qr. Wm.
Dodd. be cawied from hence .to: the place from
whence you game ;- that from thence you are to be
carried to the place of execution, where you are ta
. be'hanged by the neck uatil you arg'dead.™
To this Dr. Dodd replied, ¢ Lotd Jesus, receive
‘my soul™ " - R ’

+ - The. exertions now-made to save Dr, Dodd were
perhaps beyand all example in any country. The
pewspapers were filled with letters and paragraphs
in his favour. : Individuals of all ranks and de-
grees-exerted themselves in his behalf : parish offi-
- eers went, in.moyrning, from house to house, to
. procure subscriptions to a petition.to the king : and
- this. petition, which, . with the names, filled 23
- sheets of parchment, was actually presented. Even
~the Jord-mayoer and commoxycvouncif went in a bo-
«dy to St..Jawmes's, to solicit.mercy for the convict.
-.As clemency, however, had. been. denied to the
unfortumate. Perreaws, it was degmed -unadvisable
e e : . e

i

R



DODD. . . 261

-to extend it to Dr. Dodd#. This unbappy cler-.
gyman was attended to the place of execution, in
a mousning coach, by the Rev. Mr. Villette, or-
dinary of Newgate, and the Rev. Mr. Dobey.—
“Another criminal, named Joseph Harris, was exe-
cuted at the same time. It is impossible to give
an idca of the immense crowds of people that
thronged the streets from Newgate to Tyburn.—
When the prisoners arrived at the fatal tree, and
were placed in the cart, Dr. Dodd exhorted his -
fellow-sufferer in so. gencrous a manner, as testi-

fied that he had not forgot the duty of a clergy-

man, and was very fervent in the exercise of his

own devotions. . Just befare the parties were turned

off, the doctor whisPered the executioner. What

he said is not ascertained ; but.it wasobserved that
the mau had'no sqoner driven away the cart, than

‘he ran- immediately under' the gibbet, and took

hold of the docter's legs, as if to steady the body,

and the unhappy man appeared to die without

pain; but the groans, prayers, and tears of tho:-s

. . . P san

1

® It was observed to his majesty, that if Doctor
-Dodd was pardoned, the Perreaus were murdered.
+Since the execution of Dr. Dodd, several. convicted
-of forgery have been pardoned ; therefore, arcord-
ing to this sophistical mode.of reasoning, Doctor
Dodd, the Perreaus, and. all who have sutfered
before, have been MURDERED. How often in a
gang of convicted mutineeis are several, at the
moment of expeceed punmishment, forgiven, and
only two or three examples made—are those exam«
-ples MURDERED ? Merey is a.royal prerogative,
“and justice should withdraw, when she is pleased tQ
smile. : EpiTOR,
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cands attended his departare. He suffered on the
a7th of June, 3777. See GRIFFITHS, WM. -
DONELLAN, JOHN, Esg. (MURDERER,)
awas the son of Colonel Donellan. At the age of
twelve years he entered into the royal regiment of
artillery ; with part of which rcgiment he went to
the East Indics in 17§4. On his arfival taere, he
<hanged his service into the g9th regiment of foot ;
. but, on that regiment being ordered home, he,
with many other officers of the same regiment, bad
his Majesty's leave ¢o remain in the service of the-
East-India Company, without prejudioe to their
ank. in. the army. He then obtained a;company,
.and certainly distingnished himself as a good soldier,
‘being much wounded in the service, and, it his own
account may-bu credited, was - singularly instre-
.mental to the taking of Mazulapitam. However,
being appointéd one of. the four agents for prize-
.money, he.condescended to receive somne presents
-from some black merchants, to whom part of theic
effects had- been. ordered ta:be restored.. For this
-he was tried by a Court-martial, and cashiered. In
the ‘sequel, hg purchased a share in the Pantheon,
"where ?ne figured some time as Master of the Cere-
amonies. After.a varicty of applications, he at
length obtained-a. certificate from: the War-office,
:that.he had behaved in the East Indics ¢ like a
gallant officer;™. in consequence of which he was
put-upon half-pay in the 3gth regiment. But,
- motwithstanding, the most streauous memorials and
.petitions, Tepresenting his great services, and insist- .
ang that the offence far which he was bioke was of
. ,a civil nature only, not cognizable by a Court-
martial, be never could obtain a restoration into the
LCompany’s service, . In, Jupe 3777, he married
Miss Booghtou. On Friday, March 30, 1781, he
e was
»

JOR IVRNp
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was tried at the-assizes at Warwick, for the wilful
murder of Sir ‘Theodosius Edward Allesley Bough-
ton, Bart. his brother-in-law. Mr, Digby opened
the indictment ; after which Mr. Howorth stated,.
and minutely commented on all the circumstances,,
which he intended, in the course of the trjal, to
adduce in "evidence. Mr. Powell, apothecary, of
Rugby, was the first witness examined on the part
of the Crown. He had attended Sir Theodosius
Boughton for two months before his death, ‘o
account of a slight venereal complaint. He gave
him_some cooling physic for about three wecks.
This was discontinued for about a fortnight ; when
it was repeated, on .aecount of a small swelling in
the grain, that did not riseabove the skin. For this
he gave-him four more doses, two of manna and
salts, and the other two of rhubarb and jalap. The
last draught he sent was on Tuesday the 29th of

_ August. He had previously seen Sir Theodosius

that day, who- appeared to him in great spirits and
good heaith. He produced two phials in courty
the one containing the rhubarb draught, exactly as
he had sent it to Sir Theodosius ; the other had the
same. ingredients, with. the difference of laurel wa-
ter, instead of simple water, On the Wednesday
morning, he was sent for to Lawford-hall. He
arrived there a little before nine. Captain Donel-
lan accompanjed-him into Sir Theodosius’s room.
He had been dead near an hour. The witness saw
no. distortion, nor any thing patticular. He con-
tinued seme minutes in the room. Captain Donel«
lan asked him no question, but, in answer to his
enquiries, said that Sir Theodosius died ¢ in con-

" valsions.”” Being questioned what further conver~

gation he had thea with Mr. Donellan, he said th;:
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he could not recollect his particular words, but his
eneral intent was to make him believe that ¢ Sir
heodosius had taken cold.”” Lady Boughton de-
posed, that Sir Theodosius was twenty years old on
the 3d of August Jast. On bhis coming of age, he
would have been entitled to above 2000l. a year.
On the event of his dying a minor, the greater part
of his fortune was to descend to the sister, the wife
of Mr. Doncllan. The privoner, several timnes be-
fore the death of her son, had talked to her about
the state of his health. His expressiens were,—
¢ Don't talk about leaving Lawford-Hall ; he is in
a very bad state of health; you cannot tell what
may happen before that time.”” She thought ke
meant his being so very venturous in going a hunt-
ing, and the like. Mr. Fonnereau, a friend of hee
gon, -was expected at Lawford-hall, the latter end
of the week in which he died. He was to stay a
-week, and then Sir Theodosius was to have returned
with him into NortbamPtonshire; Sir Theodosius
“had not said how long he intended to continue there.
*On Tuesday, the 29th of August, a servant was
sent to Mr. Powell, for the draughts for Sir Theo-
dosius, Upon enquiry where the servant was, Mr,
Donellan said, ¢ O, Sir Theodosius had sent him
.a second time for the bottle of stuff.”” It was
known in the family that Sir Theodosius wasto take
his physic the  next morning. He ured to put his .
physic in his-dressing-room. He ha once to
forget to take ‘it upon which Mr. ellan said,
¢ Why don’t you set it in your outer room ? then
Kou would not.so soon forget it.,"* After this he
ad several times the medicines upon his shelf over
the chimney-piece in his outer room. On the
evening of Tuesday the zgth, abeut six o’clock,
: Sir
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Sir Theodosius went a fishing, attended only by
one servant, Samuel Frost. She and Mrs. Donellan
took a walk inthe garden. They were there above

an hour. To the best of her recollection she had-

seen nothing of Mr. Doneltan after dinner, till about
seven o°clock, when he came out of .the house-door
into the garden, and told them, that ¢ he had
been to see them a-fishing, and that he would have
persuaded Sir Theodosius to come in, lest hie should
take cold, but he could not.>*  Sir Theodosius came
home a little after nine, apparently very well. He
went up into his own room soon after, and went to
bed. He requested her to call hiin the next mom-
ing, and give him his physic. Accordingly, she
went into hjs room about seven that morning,when
he appeared to be very well. She asked him,
¢¢ Where. the bottle was ?”> he said, ¢ It stands
there upon the shelf.” He first desired her to get
him a bit of cheese, in order to take the taste out of
his mouth, which she did. He then desired her to
read the label, which she accordingly did, and
found there was written wpon it, ‘¢ Purging
draught for Sir Theodosius Boughton.” As she
was.talking to him, she omitted to shake the bottle.
Observing that, he said, ¢ Pour it back again, and
shake the bottle.”  In doing this she spilt part of
it upon the table; the rest she gave him. As he
was taking it, he observed, *¢ it ‘smelt and tasted
very nauscous:'’ upon which she said, ¢ I think it
smells very strongly like bitter almonds.”” She
gave him the cheese; he chewed it, and spit it out.
He then remarked, that ¢ he thought be shouki
not be able to keep the medicine upon his stomach.””
she gave him some water; he washed his mouth

with it, and, spitting it out, lay. dovwn. Herc-'qa -

2 A ‘bottle
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- bottle was dclivered to Lady Boughton, (contain-
ing the genuine dranght) which she was desired te
smell at, and to inform the court, whether it smelt

at all like the medicine Sir Theodosins took. She
answered in the negative.  She was then desired to
smell at another, (containing the draught with the

addition of the laurel-water,) which she said had a
smell very much like that of the medicine she gave
to Sir Theodosius. Lady Boughton then proceeded
with her evidence. In two mmutes, or a minute
and a half, after Sir Theodosias had taken the

draught, he struggled very much. It appeared to
her as if it was to keep the draught down. He
made a prodigious ratiling in his stomach, and
guggling ; and these symptoms continued about ten
minutes. He then scemed as if he was going to
aleep, or inclined to dose. Perceiving him a lietle
composed, she went oat of the room. She return-
ed in about five minutesafter, and to her gicat eur-
Pprise, found him with his eyes fixed vpwards, his
teeth clenched, and foam running out of his moutk,
8he instantly desired a servait to take the first
hqrse he could get, and go for Mr. Powell. 8he
saw Mr. Donellan in less than five minutes after.
He came into the room where Sir Theodosius lay,
and asked her, ¢ What d6 you waat " she an-
swered, 4¢ She wanted to inform him what a terri-
ble thing had happened; that it was an unac-
countable thing in the doctor to send such a medi-
cine, for, if it iad been taken by a dog, it would

have killed him, and she did not think her son

would live.® He asked, ‘¢ In what manner was
Sir Theodosius, then 2**. She told him. He thea
asked her ¢ where .the physic bottle was?” She

ghewed him the two draugits. Hg took up ane of:
H . . m
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the bottles, and said, ¢ Is this it "> Ske answered,
#¢Yes.” He took it, and, after rinsing it, emptied
it into some dirty water that was in a wash-hand
bason. After he had thrown the contents of the
first bottle into the wash-hald bason, she observed,
¢ that he ought not to do that.’ She added,
"¢ What are you at? you should not meddle with
the bottle.” ~Upon that he-snatched up the othex
bottle, and rinsed it; then he put his finger to it,
and tasted it. She said, ¢ What are you about ?
.you oughtnot to meddle with the bottles.”” Upon
which he said, .¢¢ I did it to taste it.”. But he did
not taste the first bottle.- Saiah Blundell and Ca-
tharine Amos came ‘up into the room. The for-
mer is sincedead. He desired Sarah Blundell ¢¢ to
take away the bason, the dirty things, and the bot-
tles ;° and he put the bottles into her hand.  Her. .
Ladyship took the bottles from her, set them down,
and bid her let the things alone. He then desired
¢ that the room might be cleaned, and the clothes
thrown into an inner room." Hér Ladyship
opened the door of the. inner room.” As:soon as
Sarah Blundell had put the clothes into that room,
M:. Donellin, while the witness’s back- was turned,
put the. bottles into her hand again, and bid her
take them down ; and was angry she had not doge’
jtat first. ‘This circumstance Sarah Blundell told
her; for all that she herself knew of it in fact wag,
that the bottles were taken out of the room. = Some
time afterwards her Ladyship went down into_the
parlour. Mr.and Mrs. Donellan wevé there. . The .
prisoner, in the witness’s presence, said to his wife,
that ¢ her mother had been pleased to take notice
of his washing the bottles, and that'he did not
know what he should have dane, if he. had not
thought of saying he put the water into it; to put
] 32 A2 his
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bis finger to it to taste.” The witnesy on this,
turned away from him to the window, and inade no
answer; upon which he repeated the same. As
she still made no answer, he desired his wife toring
the bell, in order to tall up a servant ; when the
servant came, he oxdered him to send in the coach-
man. When he came, the prisoncr said, ¢ Will,
don’t you remember that I sct out of these iron
gates at seven o’clock this moming ?* ¢ Yes, Sir,™*
said he. ¢ And that was the first time of my go-
ing out ; I bave never been on the other side of the
house this moming : you remember that I set out
there this morning at seven o’clock, and asked for 2
horse to go to the Wells2" ¢ Yes, Sir.”” Mr,
Donellan said, ¢¢ then you are my.evidence.”” The
servant answered, ¢¢ Yes, Sir.”*  She did not recol-
Ject that the prisoner made any other observation.
She then said, that Mr. Donellan received a letter
from Sir William Wheeler, desiring the body might
be opened. He shewed her his answer to this Et
ter. She told him, ¢¢ he had better let it alone,
and not send such a letter as that ;™ but she did
not tell him the reason of her disliking it. He re-
plied, ¢ it was necessary to send an answer, and he
would send it,"> She afteswards attended before
the Coroner and the Jury in order to be examiued.
My Donellan was present. She mentioned to the
ury the circumstance of the piisoner’s 1insing the
ttle. Being returned to Lawford-hall, the pri-
soner said to his wife before the witness, that ¢ she
~dad no occasion to have told the eircumstance of his
washing the bottles: she was only t¢ answer such
questions as were put to her; and that question had
not been asked her.” Being asked whether My.
Donellan did not endeavour to account to her tor
her son’s death, she answered, that, when the thing$ -
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were rethoving, in order to be put into the .innér
room, he said to the maid, ¢¢ Here, take his stock-
ings; they hiave been wet ; he has catched cold, to
. be sure ; and that might occasion his death.””, On
- that, she examined the stockings, and there was no
mark or appearance. of their having been wet. .. In
answet ta.some further questions,. she denied that
_she or any of the family had ever declined eating of
‘the same dishes that Sir Theodasius did.  Mr.:Dn-
nellan, indeed, had recomménded to her not to
drink out of the same cup, because he was affected
with a venereal disorder ; ner to touch the bréad he
didy because there might be arsenic about his fin-
gers; as he used to put arsenie for his fish. On her
‘Cross-examination, she ‘said, - that, . fong before Mr.
- Donellan:had begun to talk of her son’s being.ina
bad state of health, she had.apprizéd him and her -
daughter-that Sir Theodosius bad been ill of 4 par- -
ticular disorder. She acknowledged, that she had
written to Bath, where Mr. and Mrs. Donellan then
were, in the year 1777, and in:3778, that: ¢ she
was afraid her son was in a bad :way, for his fine
complexion was gone.” In.November afterwaids
she went to Bath. - She recollectedl,. that a :quartsl
‘happened there between Sir Theodesius and a gen~
. tleman of that city,.and that Mr..Donellan intes-
fered to preventany thing happtning. She remem-
bered a second quarrel at- Rugby, in which she de-
sired Mr. Donellan would interpose to prevent the
consequences, which he told her he did. She said,
that Sir Theodosius did sometimes amuse himself
with laying poisonfor fish; that he sent for a pound
. -of arsenic; and that, after his death a.large quame
tity was found in ‘his closets: - Catharine. Amon,
€ook to Lady Boughton, deposed; that she was cal-
2 A3 led
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“Jed up staiss to the room where Sir Theodosius lay.
She confirmed ber Lady's evidence with t to
the effects of the draught vpon the deccased. She
then went down stairs to her work. Ia about a
quarter of an hour after, she saw Mr. Donellan, who
-smid, * Sir Theodosius wasout very Jate overnight
‘a fishing ; it was very silly of him, as he had been
‘taking the same physic that he had taken before
-that time.” She also saw Mr. Dunellan the day the
‘Body was opened. . He said, ¢¢ there was nothing
.the wmatter : it was a blood-vessel had broke, which
‘had occasioned $ir Theodosiur's death.” About a
fortnight after, Mr. Donellan brought her a still
thae had.been washed, and desired her to put it
-into the oven to dry; that it might not rust. The
-Rev. Mr. Newsam dep®sed, that he saw Captain
Donellan it Lawford-hall the Saturday preceding
Sir Theodosius's death; that the Captain informed
him, that ¢ Sir Theodosius was in a very ill state
:of health ; that'he had never got rid of the disorder
‘that He had brought with: lim from Eaton, but
wother in his opinion had been adding to it; that
lie- had made sueh frequent use of mercury, inward-
sly and -outwardly, that his blood was 2 mass of
‘mercury amd corraption ; that he had.had arviolent
-swelling in his grori, . which they were endeavour-
-ing to bring to an head, but he was so obstinate -
that he would not live well encugh to do it; that
‘they were fearful it would return mto his hlood, for
.ac that time it was at a: crisis3 that he had frequent
swellings in his threat,:and his breath was so offen-
-sive, .that they could hardly sit at the table to eat
with him ; that bis intellects. at .intervals were so
auch affected that. ne-body knew what it was to
Jive with him,” Mr, Newsam’s answer was,  that,
’ : if
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if that was the case, he did rot think his life.‘wis .
worth two years purchase.” :He replied, ¢ Not -
one.” “The witness ‘asked himi, 5* What advice “he
had ?** He told him, “ He- ‘was attended: by Mr.
Powell of Rugby, and- that- his medicines ‘were
.made {rp by him, from a presciiption of Mr, Kerr's
which heé had while heé was at Mi. Jores's; that he
had given'him a medicinal book, called the F: amily
Physician, which he was very fond of consulting.’™
‘This witness then said; that at -the time Sir Theo-
- dosius looked like 2 man' to- all - appearance in
health ; he did ‘not look so florid'as he had done.
Mr. Kerr; surgeon, at' Northampton, deposed,
that he attended Sir Thesdosius when: he. was at
Mr. Jones’s; - He really saw:no’ disorder.: There
was a small wart ‘or excrescente, very immateriak -
indeed. -It'was so slight that he did not think it
subject of medicine at all. -'He'ordered him some
Jotion to wash'it with, and dissuaded him from the
" use of medicifie.” He gave him a prescription for
the ‘lotion, but vot for irtérnal medicines. Dr
Rattray, of Coventry, deposed, that in consequence
of an andnymons note, desiring him o bring Mr,
Wilmer with him, in order to'open the body of Siv
Theodusius'Boughton, the'{ wrent there on Monday
evening the 4th of Septethber.. Captain Donellan,
who rectived him, asked him if he had-heard-fromy
or seen Sir William Wheeler. 'He answered in thy
negative : the ptisoner, - before he ‘went-up to seq
* the corpse, shewed him 2 letter -from Sir William
Wheeler, part of which he read : it wiis thut pary
of the letter, in which Siv- William excused: himself
from coming to- Lawford-hall, cenceiving : thhe no

" persoh was proper to bé there but the ¢ surgeow

and physiciant sent for.” © Mr. Donellan sesrched im
his waistcoat pocket for anothier-lottery bax inuni
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of it pulled qut a-cover. The letter the witness -
did see, the Captain said, ¢ was exceeding polite;
the first letter he received was much the same as
this.’> It was now.Jate,, Mr. Wilmer went firs
into-the room. He came out of it, as.the witness
entered, and testified sane surprise, Mr. Wilmer
seeming to think that it,would answer no purpose
to open the body. at that time; they asked Mr. Do-
nellan ¢ for what purpose it- was to be opened,™
who answeged, ¢ it was for the satisfaction of the
family.”” He. intimated . nq suspicion of poison.
‘They therefore thought, that, it being merely for
that purpose, it was ef no use to open the body at
so late a period.  On. the gth of September, the
doctar was again, sent .for, but by whom he could
- Bot.sell.  Mr, Wilmer and; he, went together;. and
wef Mr.‘Bucknell, Mr. Powell, and My, Snow, in
Newboald ¢huceh-yard.  Mr Bucknell opened the
bady. - Here the witntss: proceeded ;to describe the
external. appearances of the body, and its appeara-
ances jn’ the: dissectings;, He was thep asked whe-
ther, as he had heard the evidence of Mr. Powell
anid Lady Roughton,: he.could from that evidence
totally-indépendent of the. sppearances he had been
describsing, farm a judgment of the death of Sie
‘Theedasivs 7 be answered, that exclysive,of these
appearancys, he “wag of:gpinion, from the’ symp-
toms-thae fallowed:the-taking of the draught, that
it was poison, and the.immediate cats¢ of his death.,
Being .desired -to- smell .at the bottle, and.asked
what was the: ngxious.medigine in jt, he.said, it was
- diglistitlation of, lauruldeaves,: called laurel-water.,
Here he entered. intp a detnil of several ‘experiments
9R .animals,: tending 46 shew.the instantaneous gnd
wotsal- effects of .the Jaarel-water. He knew no-
thing.in medicing. that- corresponded in smell with
- * - that
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that mixture, which was like that of bitter almdnds.
He further said, that the guantity of laurel-water,
contained in the bottle shewn to him, was sutficient
to be the death of any human creature; and that
the appearanees of the body confirmed’ him in his
epinjon, that the deceased was poisoned, so faras,
npon the viewing a hedy so long after the death of
the subject, one .could be allowed to form a judg-
ment upon such appearances, ' On his cross-exami-

nation, being asked, whether; after he had heard
Lady Boughton describe the symptoms, ‘and after
he had seen the body opened, he did not give it as
his opinion, that the deceased died of arsenic, he
said, ‘¢ [ have had sach an opinion." He was not
ashamed to own a mistake. He added, that no-
body would attempt to form a judgment altogether
upon the external appearances of the body when
opened. Mr. Wilmer confirmed the evidence of
Dr. Rattray with respect to going to Lawtord-hall,
-on Monday the 4th of September. Had any inti-
mation been given to him, that Sir Theodosius died
by poison, be would have opened the body at all
events.  In general, he agreed with Dr. Rattray,
-as to the effccts of the laurel-water. On his cross-
-examination he said, that on_the: 4th and_ gth of
September, he perceived not the least reluctance in
the prisoner to the body’s being opened. . From the
symptoms described by Lady Boughton, he weds
elearly of opinion, that Sir Theodosius’s death was
occasioned “ by the poisonous diaught adiinistered
.to him by his mother. The- heaving of the sto-
mach, one of .the symptoms she described, did not
. attend an epilepsy.. ' Dr. Ashe, of Birmingham,was
.of - opinion, from the symptoms described, that the
deceased died by poison. If ihe laurel-water v:lc_re
i
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distilled strong enough to collect the essential o,
a tea-spoonful of it would destroy animal life ina
few seconds 3 and he believed as strong a poison
might be made from bitter almonds. Dr. Parsons,
professor of anatomy, at Oxford, was of opinion,
that Sir Theodosius died by poison, and that poii
was Jaurel-water. He addueQd a case, from Dr.
Rutty, of a girl of eighteen years of age, in per-
fect health, who took less than two spoonfulsof the
first runnings of simple water of laurel-leaves ; with-
in half a minute she fell down, was convulsed, foam-
ed at the mouth, and died in a short time.”™ On
his cross-examimation he said, that black clrerry wa-
ter was said to have the same smell, but it was now
out of use, nor did he believe there was an apothe-
cary in the island that had it; and therefore it conld
not be substituted by accident for the other vehicle,
Bitter almonds had that smell, and spirits flavoured.
with them were said to be poisonous to the human
species. Mr. Bucknill, surgeon, at Rughy, de-
posed, that he waited on’ Mr. Doneilan, of his owa
accord, on Tuesday morning, the sth of Septem-
ber, and toid him, that ¢ he heard that Dr. Ratt=
ray and Mr. Wilmer had been there; that he was
informed he and the rest of the family wanted.the
body of Sir Thegdosius to be opened ; that he had
heard they had declined opening it on account of
-the putrid state it was in’; but that, if it would be
any satisfaction to the .family, he would at all
events take out the stomach.” Mr. Donellan re-
fused this, He said, ¢ that Dr. Rattray and Mr.
Wilmer had been there, and had declined opening
the body, and it would nat he fair to do any thing
after men so eminent iu their profession had said
was iippossible.””  In consequence of this answer

N
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ke went away. The next day, at two o*clock, he
went again to Lawford-hall, in consequence of a
verbal message from Sir William Wheeler, to meet
Mr. Snow there. He saw Mr. Donellan in the hall,
and asked him ¢ if Mr. Snow was come?” he
said, ¢¢ he was not come.”” The witness told him
that he had received a verbal message from Sit
William Wheeler to meet Mr. Snow there, and they
were to get the body into the garden, or any other
convenient place, and to open it; to which Mr.
Donellan answered, that ¢ he had then written to
Sir William, and to the Gentlemen of the Faculty
at Coventry, and he then waited Sir William’s fur-
"ther orders.” The witness then went to attend a
patient-two miles from Lawford-hall; leaving word
ke woudd be back in an hour and a half. He re-
- turned- within an hour. Captain Donellan then -
told him that. ¢¢ Mr. Snow was gone ; that he had
given them orders what to do, and they were pro-
ceeding according to those-orders ; but,” he added,
¢ I am sorry you have given yourself all this un-
necessary trouble.” The witness then went away.
. William Frost, coachman to Lady Boughton, de-
posed, that, the morning’ Sir Theodosius died, the
Captain and his Lady were to go to the Wells to
drink the water. By their orders he had got their
horses ready in the morning. He took them to ‘the
gate. Captain Doncllan came to the gate, ard then
said, ¢ I will go and see if my Lady is ready.” He
came back, and said, ¢ My Lady is not ready yet3
I will take my mare and go to the Wells,”> The
witness then put the horses into the stable. A con-
siderable time after, Lady Boughton came, and de-
siréd him instantly to go for Mr. Powell, her son
being dangerously ill. He said, that there was
only her horse in the stable, She answered, ¢ th:t‘t
: : wou
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would not go fast eneugh ; he must get the mare.”
On his telling her that the Captain had the mare,
she bade him goand meet him, and take the mare.
Then going towards the gate, the Captain came
withinside of it. He told him on what errand he
was going. The Captain’s answer he took no par-
ticular notice of, but mounted the mare and rode
off. He confirmed Lady Boughton's evidence re-
specting his being called into the parlour, and- was
“interrogated by the prisoner which gate he went
out of, Samuel Frost deposed, that he was.the
servant sent tg Mr. Powell for the medicine, on
Tuesday the 29th of August. He received it from
Mr. Powcli's hands, brought it in between five and
six in the afternocon, and delivered it to Siv Theodo-
sius himself, who carried it up stairs. About seven
o'clock, he went to a place where he was then 2
fi:hing, and staid till he neturned.  Captain Donel- -
lan was not these the whole time ; -during which Sic
‘Theodosius was néver off his horse. He bad hoois
on, and it wasnot possible to wet hbis feet. About
six o’clock the next merning, he went into his roum,
and waked him, in order to get some straps
Buckle on a net he was to carry somewhere. The
deceased got'out of his bed, and went himself into-
the next room to give him the straps. He thena
ared to be in a very good state of health. Mazy
rymnes deposed, that she had been servant to Ladg
Boughton about twaor three months.  She lefe hes
lace about a month before Sir Theedosius died.
hen she lived at Lawford-hall Ms. Donclian used
frequently todistil roses. He kept the still in what
was called his own room, which was not that he
slept in. He only slept in this. room when Mues., -
Donellan lay in.~ At that time it was left open,
but ar all other times was locked, Francis Amos,
: . gardenes
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gardener to Lady. Boughton, deposed,, that he was.
out with Sit Theodosius. the whole time he was a
fishing, the night before he died. Mr. Donellan.
was not there. 'The evening after Siv Theodosius.
died, the prisoner came to him in the garden, and
said, ¢ Now, gardener, you shall live at your case,.
and work at your ease; it shall not be as it was in.
Sir Theodosins's days; k wanted to be master be-

fore, but I have got master now, and I shall be
master.” Two or three days after Sir Theodosius
died, he brought him.a still to elean ; .it was full of
wet lime.. He said he used the lime to kill fleas.
The witness used to gather lavender for him to dis-
til.  In the garden there were laurels, bays, and
laurel-stines. On the morning that Sir Theodosius
died, Mr. Donellan came to him, and bid him get a
couple of pigeons directly. He answered,. ¢ there
were uone fit to eat.”” 'The prisoner replied, ¢ It
“will make no odds if they are not, for they are fox

Sir Theodosius, We must have them against the
doctar comes.. Poor fellow ! he lies in a sad agony
now with this d—d nasty distemper ; it will be the
death of him. As soon. as the witness- went into.
the house with the pigeons, he met his Lady and
Mus. Donellan at the door. They were wringing,
their hands, and said, ¢ It is too late now; he is
dead.” William Crofts, one of the Coronér’s.
Jury, deposed, that on the examiaation of Lady.
Boughton, when she said, ¢ Captain Donellan.
rinsed the bottlé,” he saw the Captaincatch her by
the gown and give her a twitch. John Darby-
shire, deposed, that he had been a prisoner in War-
wick gaol for debt.; that Mr, Donellan and he had.
a bed in the same room for a month or five weeks.
Hy 1emembered to. have had a conversation with,
. 2 B " him-
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him abowg Sir Theodosius’s being poisoned. O
his asking him whetlier the body was fpoisoned ot
not, he said, ¢¢ There was no doubt of it.,”” The
witness said, ¢ For God’ssake, Captain,who could
do it?” he answered, ¢ it was amongst them-
selves; he had no hand in it.** The witness asked
¢ Whom he meant by themselves?”” he answered,
¢¢ Himself, Lady Boughton, the footmar, and the
apothecary.” The witness teplied, ¢ Sure Sir
'Theodosius could not do it himself ?** He said,
¢¢ He did not think he did, he could not believe he
would. The witness answered, * The apothe-
cary could hardly do it; he would lose a good
patient ; the footman could have no interest in it
and it was very unnatural to suppose that Lady
- Boughton would do it.” He then said; ¢ How
covetous Lady Boughton was ; she had received ant
anonymous letter the day after Sir Theodosius’s
death, charging her plump with poisohing him;
that she called him and read it to him, and she
trembled ; she desired he would rot let his wife
know of that letter, and asked him if he would
give up his right to the personal estate, and to some
estates of about 200l. a year belonging to the
family.” The conversation was about a month
after the Captain came into the gaol. At other
times he has said, ¢¢ That he was innocent ; it was
impossible he could do a thing that never was in
ltis power.”* This being the chief evidence, the
prisoner, in his defence, pleaded a total ignorance
of the fact, and several respectable characters bore
testimony of his integrity. The jury, however,
found him guilty, and 'he received sentence of
aleath, Immediately after his conviction, a Divine,
accompanied by a_particular friend of the prisoner, -

. went
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went to see him, and to all appearance he was per-
fectly resigned to his unhappy fate. It was urged
to him, that as the evidence had been so clear, a de+
nial of the fact would be looked upon by the world
as a mean prevarication, and would induce people
to throw additional insult upon his memory. Ta
_this observation he answered, ¢ he could not help any
man's conclusions; he knew his own heart, and
would with his last hreath, assert his innocence ;
- some few unguarded and unpremeditated expres:
sions, aggravated by falsehoods of the most flagrant
. kind, which were sworn at his trial, have induced a *
. jury to take his life; but time would do him justice,
and prave him an injured man, ruined by thesg
who ought to have been his friends.””  Perceiving
the gentlemen in astonishment at this conversatian,
be added, ¢ that he, should ‘dedicate to-morrow
(Sunday) to the purpose of drawing up an answer
. to, and a refutation of the ¢vidence, and shevdd -
. leave it with a friend, that he had vo doubt wauld
comply with the last request he should make, that
of seeing it correctly published.”” He was asked
- whether he had not a desire to see his wife, and
‘take a last farewel, T o this he hastily replied, ¢ [
do beseech you, let me not hear.again of this: if
she does not come, I shall die composed.” On Sune
day evening he deposited his case with a gentleman
of Coventry, who assisted him in his trial; with an
earnest request, that he would print and publish it,
He then gave some directions relative to the adjust-
ment of the sad operation which was to take placs
- in the morning, and appeared remarkably chearful
and composed. At seven o'clock uext day he was
- carried to the place of execution in a mourning
¢oach, followed by a hearse, and the sheriff's ofticers
2B 2% w-
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§n deep meurning ; as he went on,; he frequently
put his head out of the coach, desiring the prayers
of .the people around him. On his arrival at the
place of execution, he alighted from the coach, and
ascending a few steps of the Jadder, prayed for a
-considerable time,.and then joined in the usunal ser-
vice with the greatest appearance of devotion; he
then in an audible tone of voice, addressed the spec-
tators in the following terms :—¢¢ That-as he was
then going to appear before God, to whom all de-
«ceit was known, he solemnly declared, that he was
innocent of the crime for which he was to suffer!
that he had drawn up a vindication of himseif,
which be hoped the world would believe, for it was
of move consequence to him to speak truth than

- falsehood, and had no doubt but that time would

feveal the many mxsteries that had arisen in his
arial **  After praying fervently some time, he let

' #is handkerchief fali, a signal agreed on between

‘him and the “executioner, and was launched into -

eternity. After hanging the usual time, the body

" was put into a' black coffin, and conveyed to the

Town hall to be dissected. He suffered at Wat.

wick, on Monday the 2d of April, 1781,
DOWDELL, JOSEPH. See Tarsor, T.
DOWNIE, DAVID, See WarT, R.
DRAMATTI, JOHN PETER, (MURDER-

ER,) was: the son of protestant parents, born at

- Saverdun, in the county of Foix, and province of
- ‘Languedoc in France. He seceived a veligions

«ducation ; and when he arrived at years of matu-
¥ity, left_his own country- on account of the per-
secution then prevailing there, and went to Gene-

: wa. From theace he travelled into Germany, and

.. . scrved
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served as a horse-grenadier undér the elector-of
- Brandenburgh, who was afterwards king of . Prus.
sia. When he had been in this sphere of Jife about
a year, he came over to England, and entered-in-

. to the service of lord Haversham, with whom be
vemained about twelve months, and then enlisted
as a_soldier in the regiment of Col: de la Melo-
.miere ; having made two campaigns in Flanders,
‘the regiment was ordered into: Ireland, where it
-was broke ; in conscquence of which Dramatti ob~
tained his liberty. He now became . acquainted:

, with a widow,  between 50 ‘and 60 yeass of age,
who pretending <he had a great fortune; and allied
to -the royal family of France, he soon married
her, not only on accaunt of her supposed wealth
and rank, but also of her understandipg English
and Irish, thinking it prudent to have a wife-who
could speak the language of the conntry in which
he proposed to spend the remainder of his life. "As
soon as he had discovered that his wife had no fot-

. tune, he took a small house and a piece of ground,
_about ten miles from Cork, intending to turn fat-
mer: but being altogether ignorant sof. husbandry,
he found it impossible to subsist by that profession,
.on which he went to Cork, and worked as 2 skin-
- g, -being the trade to which he was brought up,
At the expiration of a twelvemonth from his com-
ing to that city, he went to London, and offering
his service again to lord Haversham, was admitted
as one_.of his domestics. - His. wife, -unhappy on
atcount -of their separate. residence, .wished to Jive
with him at lord Haversham's, which he would not
.consent to, saying, that his lordship did:not know
he was marsied. ' Hereupon she entreated:him 40
. quit his service, which he likewise refused, saying
-that by could not provide for: bimswlf so well.in
. o 2B % ' any
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any other sitnation, and that it would be ungene.
rous to leave so indulgent a master. The wife now
‘began to evince the jealousy of her dispositien,
-amd intimated that Dramatti had fixed his affecti-
.ons on some other woman ; and the-following cir-
<umstance aggravated the maliguant disorder that
-preyed upon her mind.  Dramatti being attacked
with a violent fever, about the Christmas preced-
ing the time the murder was committed, his noble
-mnaster gave orders that all possible care should be
.taken of him at his lordship’s expence. At this
period Mrs. Dramatti paid a visit to her husband,
-and again urged him to quit his service, which he
positively refused. A scrvant girl came into the
yoom, bringing him some' water-gruel; and the
wite suspecting that this was her rival in her hus-
- band’s affections, once more entreated him to leave
‘bis place ; in answer to which, he said he must be-
~-but of his senses to abandon a situation in which
-he was so well provided for, ahd treated with such
.humanity. . Dramatti having tecovered from his
illness, visited. his wife at her lodgings as often as
~wias consistent ‘with the duties of his station; but
«this not being v often as she wished him to come,
-she grew more unéasy than before.. At length lord
.Havershani todk lodgings at' Kensington, and Dra.
-matti was se busy in-packing up some articles on the
occasion, that he.hid no opportusity of acquaint-
.ing his wife .with theit removal. At length she
idearnt .this circumstance from anether quarter; on
:ahich, enflamed to the highest degree of tage, she
‘weit toKetisington, to reproach her husband with
his unkindnesy to her, though he declared he sl-
ways.maintained her as'well as he was able, and as
a proof-of it had given her three guineas batia
dittle time befors the murder was committed. Fre-
i . quent
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-guent were the disputes between this unhappy man
and -his wife, till, on the gth of June, 1703, Dra-
matti being sent to Londan, and his business ly-
ang near Soho, he called on his wife, who lodged
in that neighbougheod, and having been with her
some time, ‘he was about to take his leave, but she
daid hold of him, and wanted to dktain him.—
‘Having got away from hét, .he went towards Char-
dng-cross, to which place shie followed him 5 but
at length 'she seemed to yield to his persuasions,
that she would go home, as he tdld her he was
going to his lord in Spring-gardens ; instead, how-
«ver, of going home, she went and .waited for him
«at or trear Hyde-park-gate, ‘and in the evening-he
found her thiereé as te was going to Kensington.—-
At the Park-gate she stopped him, and insisted -
that he' shoild go no farther, unless he took her
with- him. He left her abruptly, and went towards
‘Chelsea : but she followed him till they came near
‘Bloody-bridge, where the quarrel bding vehement-
4y renewed, she- seized his ‘neckcloth, and would
dave strangled him ; whereupon hebeat .her .most
‘unmercifully with his cane and sword; which lat-
ter she breke with her hands, as she: was remnarks
able for Lo strength ; and, if he had. beerr.unarm.
ed, could: have ®asily overpiwered him. Having
wounded her in'so marty places as to conclude that
he had ‘killed her; his passion immediately.began
to subside,! and, - falling on his knees, he devoutly
4mplored the pardon of God for. the horrid sin of
which'he had been guilty, +He then ‘went on to
-Kensifigton, where his - fellow-servants observing
that his clothes were bloody, he .said he had been
attacked by :two men in" Hyde-park, who would
‘have robbed him of his- clothes, but that he de-
fended..himself, - dud . broke' the .bead. of on:e:: »
a t
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them, This story was credited for a sort time,
and on the following day Dramatti went to Lon-
don, where he heard a paper read in the streets re-
specting the murder that had been committed.—
Though he dteaded being taken into custody every
moment, yet he did not seek to make his escape,
but dispatched his businessin Lordon} and return-
td to Kensington. On the following day the ser-
vants heayd an account of the murder that had
been. committed near Bloody-bridge ; they imme-
diately hinted to his lordship that they suspected
Dramatti had murdered bis wife, as they had been
known. to quarrel béfore, and as he came home the
preceding evening with his sward broke, the hil¢
of it bruised, his cane shattered, and some blood
on his clothes. Upon this lord Haversham, with
a view to employ him, that he might not think he
was suspected, bid him get the coach ready, and
in the interim sent for a constable, who, on search-
ing him, found a woman’s cap in his pocket, which
erwards proved to have belonged to his wife.—
When he was examined before,a justice of peace,
he confessed he had committed the ctime; but, in
extenuation of it, said that his wife was a worth-
less woman, who had entrapped him into marriage,
by pretending to be of the blood royal of France,
“and a woman of fortune. On his trial, it appear-
ed that he"went into lord Haversham's chamber
Jate on the' night'on which the murder was com-
mitted, after that'nobleman was in bed; andit
was supposed he hid gn intentios of robbing his
Jordship, who called out' tq know what he wanted.
- Butin a solemn declaration Dramatti made afterhis
conviction, he st;dfnstly denied ’Qll intention of rob-
bing his master, declaring he only wept into the room
0 fetch asityer tumbler, which: lic bid forgot, th;t'
. N R e
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‘he might have it in readiness to take in some asses
milk in the morning, for his lordship. , The body
of Mrs, Dramatti was found in a ditch between
Hyde-park and Chelsea, and a track of blood was
sseen to the distance of twenty yards, atthe end of
which a piece-of a sword was found sticking ina
bank, which fitted the other. part of the sword in

sthe prisonei's possession. The circumstances at- .

tending the murder being proved to the satisfaction
of the jury, the culprit was found guilty, con-
demned, and on the 21st of July, 1703, was exe-
cuted at Tyburn.

DREW, CHARLES, (PARRICIDE,) was the
son of an attorney of great practice at Long Mel-
ford in Suffolk, who, though a man of good for-
‘tune, was of so nnaccountable a disposition, that
‘he: entirely neglected the education of his sonm,
who was consequently brought up in total igno-
rances and though his talents were not of the in-
ferior kind, there was no probability of his ever
.making a respeatable ﬁﬁlure in life.  This ald gen-
.man had quarrelled with, and lived separate from,
his wife,  and behaved in the most reserved and uan-
friendly manner to his children, having, besides
this son, five daughters. When young Drew ar-
rived at years of maturity, he became acquainted
with.one Eliz. Boyer, who submitted to his solf-
citations, but was a woman of so much art, that
most people thought he would have married her;
‘however, when she urged him to it, he said,—
¢¢ Betsey, let us stay a little; longer—it will be
worse for us both if 1 do it now, for my father
will certainly disinherit me.”” To which she re-
plied, I ‘wish somebody would shoot the old
dag.””  Chatles haviog. becn to the assizes ‘at

Chelmsford,
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Chelmsford, fell in company with some smugglen,
among whom was one Humphreys, a hardened
villain, calculated for the execution of any despe-
rate enterprise.  With this man he held a confe-
sence, telling him that he would inform him of &
schemé by which he might make his fortune, if he
would meet him at Mrs, Boyer's lodgings, Hum-,
phreys accordingly met him ; when Drew promis-
ed to settle 200}. a year on him if he would mur-
der his father, and likewise give him a consider
able sum in money. Humphreys hesitated some
time—but at length consenting to ‘the horrid pro-
ly they went together towards the house, hav-

-ing a gun loaded with sluge, ‘about eleven at night
on the 31t of January, 1740. It seems it was
agreed that young Drew was to stand at a distance,
while Humphreys was to knock at the-door, and
ask for the old man; then to shoot him -when he
- came to speak to him ; but his courage failing him
when he came near the spot, he threw down the
gun, saying, he would have no concern in the
~murder.  On this young Drew commanded him to
-keep silence, on pain of death ; and, taking up
- the gun, went to the door, and when his tather
openzd it, shot him dead on the spot. This doue,
he went away with Humphreys, to whom he said,
€ The job is.finished !** on which Humphreys went
to Dunmow in Essex, where he had appointed to
' meet some smugglers - that night; and after that
- travelled to London. An inquest having. been held
on the body of the deccased, and Humphreys be-
ing told that he was suspected, he-returned into the
country, but was soon apprehended. He did not
impeach Drew till some time afterwards, when the
interception of some letters discovered thqnzturc‘
- o
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of the connection that had subsisted between them. *
Humplreys deposed on the trial, that meeting the
prisoner about a fortnight after the murder was
committed, he asked him if he was not concerneil
at the death of his father. To which he replied in
the negative, saying, ‘¢ It he had lived he would
bave ruined the tamily.”” Humphreys likewise en-
deavoured to exculpate” himself from having had
any share in the murder. In the mean time young
Drew went to London, and made application for
the king’s pardon to any person except him who
had actually murdered’ his father; in consequence
of which an advertisement to that purpose was in-
serted in the London Gazette, signed by the se-
cretary of state; and another advertisement fole
Jowed it, in which Drew himself offered a reward -
of 100l. on conviction of the murderer. This pro+
cedure appears evidently to have been interided to .
take oft all suspicion from himself, though he-
meant not to fix iton Humphreys. On the appre-

hension of the Iatrer on suspicion, he gave suchan |

indifferent account of the transaction, that he was
ordered to be kept in custody. While he was in
Krison Drew sent him 20l. with the promise of one
undred more. After he was committed, the sus-
gicion of his guilt grew. stronger, and was corro-
rated by several intormations. This gave Drew

- great uneasiness: he took the utmost pains to sup-
press all farther informations, and even to destroy
the credibility of those already made. He pub-
licly declared ‘that Humphreys was not the man
who shot his father, and threatened to prosecute
the officer who apprehended him. In the mean-
time Drew resided in London, where he changed
his name’ to that of Roberts, and corresponded
with Humphreys, whe had assumed the name of
- ' Py John
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John.Smith. Some of the letters falling into th
hands of Timathy ,Drew, esq. a2 namesake only,
he went to London in search.of the murderer ; and
after repeated enquiries, was told that he lodged
in Shire-lane, whither he went, and enquired for
him by the name of Roberts The people of the
house said they had no lodgers: but the gentle
man, who had a magistrate's warrant for appre-
hending the offender, insisted on searching the
house—but the search was made in vain.  On this
he went to several bagnios, and at length to East-
mead's in Leicester- fields, where he enquired for
Mr. Roberts. It should seem that Drew had given
orders to be denied ; for the landlord said thae all.
the gentlemen who had lodged there the preceding
night were gone.  Mr. Timothy Drew observing:
the landlord whisper one of the waiters, suspected
the truth of this declaration, called for a pint of
wine, and asked the waiter to drink with him —
Afier some conversation, he raised his voice, and:
in a positive mauner declared he knew Mr. Roberts
was in the house, but that his real name was Chas
Drew, and that he had murdered his father; and
be threatened to have all the people in the houst
apprchended for concealing 2 murderers The au-
thoritative manner in which he spoke,. induced the
waiter to confess that the gentleman was. in the
house ; and the unwelcome visitor being introduc-
ed to. him, said he hai a warrant to apprehends
him,. and to take him before Justice De Veil, on a
charge of .having murdered his father.  Hereupon.
he was conducted to the house of the magistrate;
and, after an examination of above six hours, was
committed .to Newgate, under a strong guard.—
During his residence in the prisan, he offered, and
actaally gave, to Jo.athan Keate, the ;urnk;,y,:
. : bon
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bond of half his fortune, on the condition of per-
mittiag -him to escape, and accompanying him to
France: and for the farther sccurity of Keate, he
executed a bond to him for the payment of a thou-
sand peunds. The turnkey stemed to comply, and
the time was fixed on for their departure ; but the
man having informed Mr. Akefman, the keeper,
of it, Drew was remioved into the old condemned
eell, where a guaid was placed over him night and
day. On the dpproach of the assizes, -he was sent’
to the gaol of Bury St. Edmund)s; and Hum.
phreys being admitted an evidence, Drew was con-
victed after a trial of several hours. . On convic-
tion, he did not evince any concern for the enor-
mity of the crime of which he had been guilty,
but attributed it all to his father’s ill treatment of
him. He said that his father denied him necessary
money for his expenses; and his having refused to
make over an estate to him, was the first instiga-
tion to his committing the horrid crime. He was
visited by his sisters, who carefully dvoided reflect-
ing on him; and did all in their power to console
bim in his unhappy situation. He suffered the gth
of April, 1740, aged 25, amidst the greatest
croud of spectators that were "almost ever asseme,
bled on such a melancholy occasion in that part-of
the country. He seemned to give up his liI!: with
evident signs of reluctance, begging the clergyman
who attended him to continue the devotions to the
_ last possible moment. : :

DRURY, ANTHONY,-( HIGHWAYMAN, )
was a native of Notfalk, and the son of parents in
reputable citcumstances, who imprudently neglect-~
ed to bring him up to any husiness. When he
arrived at years of maturity, he wandered about

YOL. I, ‘2@ . the
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the country curing smoky chimneys, which pro-
cuted him?be appe Iationkzt' ¢¢ the smoky doctor*”
among those who knew him. He married a wo-
man who was said to possess a very considerable
fortune, but never received more of it than sool.
He lived some years with his wife at Andover, but
occasionally ranged the coumtry, preferring a wan-
dering to a domestic Jife. His wife used every ar-
gument to prevail on him to remain at home, but
her solicitations were without effect. Sometimes
he would stroll to London, and carry with him
valuable articles for his support. On one of these
occasions e pawned some plate for zel. and dissi-
pated the money in company with women of the
town. He thus continued, till he reduced his wife
to such a state of indigence, that she was obliged
to the friendship of her relations for a maintenance.
By a continued course of extravagance, he grew
daily more and more vicious, and at length deter-
minéd to ecommence highwayman. In London he
made an acquaintance with Rob. King, the driver
of the Bicester waggon, who was a tellow of bad
character, and whos practice, for the saké of 2
share in the booty, was to inform the highwaymen
when he had any persons to travel in his waggon,
who possessed a considerable sum of money or va.
luable effects, for at this time people of great pro-
perty used to travel in waggons. Drury being in
company one night with King, the latter told him
that a gentleman named Eldiidge would travel in
his waggon on the following day, and that it would
be prudent to rob him before he got far freom
town, as he would have with him a very consider-
able booty. Drury listened eagerly to this tale,
aud the next day robbed Mr. Eldridge of 214 guis

neas.
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neas. As he took money only, he had very little
aﬁprehension of detection : but another traveller in
the waggon happening to know him, repaired to
London and gave information against. him ; where-
upon he was taken into custody,and being brought
to trial, was convicted on full evidence.  After
he received sentence of death, his behaviour was
consistent with his unhappy situation. He whas 2
regular attendant on divine worship, and a con-
stant peruser of religious books: but at the same
time he did every thing in his power to procure 2
respite of the fatal sentence. . 'Some people of can=
sequence exerted themselves to obtain the royal
mercy for Drury, but in vain—his character and
crime militated too forcibly against him. After
conviction he repeatedly wrote to hls wife, desiring
her to come to London, and, among other motives
to prevail on her, told her she might redeem the
plate he had pawned: but his entreaties had no
effect. This her unfeeli-g indifference gave him
great uneasiness, and prevented that calmness of
disposition which a proper preparation for his ap-
proaching exit required.,, Two days before his
death he received the sacrament with every mark of
real contrition. On the evening preceding his exe-’
cution, a gentleman sent a woman to enquire what
declaration he would make respecting the waggon-
er; to whom he answered, that he had no idea of
committing the crime till King proposed it to him
and that his life was sacrificed in consequence of
his taking that advice. ~ When at the place of ex-
ecution, he appeared to possess more courage than
he had done some time before. He again declared -
th;t the waggoner had seduced him to commit the
zoBbery, and therefore exhorted all young peop'e
: ) 2C2a ’ to
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to avoid bad company. He suffered at Tyburn,
Nov. 3, 1726, aged 28. .
DUCE, WILLIAM, (FooTPAD,) was a na-
tive of Wolverhampton, and by trade a buckle-
maker, which he prlowed some time in London
but being imprisoned in Newgate for debt, he there
ade connections which greatly tended to corrupt
is morals. He was no sooner at large than he
gcommenced footpad, and, in compapy. with an-
other man, robbed a gentleman in Chelseg-fields
of four guineas; after this he connected himself
with John Dyer and James Butler, with whom he
committed a,varicty of robberics. Their plan was
to go out together, and one oply to attack the
farty intended to be robbed ; but to give a signal
or his accomplices to come up, if any resistance
ghould be made. After committing several depra-
dations in the neighbourhood of  London, th
joined in a scheme with four other villains to ro
Jady Chudleigh, between Hyde-park-corner and
Kensington : but her ladyship’s footman shot one
of the gang, named Rice, through the head, which
prevented the intended 4robbery. Beécoming too
well known in the vicinity of London, they went
on the Portsmouth road,” wherg they rot oply stop-
ped the passengers, but even proceeded to the per-
petratiop of murder, with a yiew to prevent detec-
tion, - Meeting Mr. Bunch, a farmer, near a wood
on'the road side, they robbed him of his money,
and then dragging him into'the wood, they. strip-
ed him, and Duce firing at him with a pistol, the
Eall lodged in his mouth. Supposing the man dead,
they were about to depart, when Mr. Bunch turn-
ing, Butler loaded another pistol, in order to dis-
patch him ; on which he begged that they would
yet spate his life; but finding that they eme_rtaiqd-
¢
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«d no sentiments of compassion, he exerted all his
strength, and springing oun his legs, ran off, and
alarming the inhabitants of an adjacent village, im-
mediate pursuit was made aftcr the villains, all of
whom were apprebended, except Duce, who es-
<aped, and got to London. Darker, Wade, and
. Meads, three of the gang, were hanged at Win-
chester: but Butler was sent to take his trial at the °
Old Bailey; for robberies committed in the count
of Middlesex, and was acquitted for want of suf-
ficient evidence. Duce’s gang was exceedingly
desperate.  On the road to Gravesend they stop-
ped four gentlemen, who refusing to be robbed,
. ‘the above-mentioned Meads shot a servant who at-
tended them in the breast, so that he died in a few
days. Disappointed of their booty in this attempt,
their passions were so irritated, that, meeting a
gentleman on horseback, they fired, and having
wounded him in the head and breast, the next day
he expired. Butler, soon after his acquittal, join-
ed his old companions; and Duce, Dyer, and he,
meeting Mr. Holmes near Buckingham-house,
robbed him of his money, hat, and handkerchief,
On the following evening they stopped a hackney-
coachman near Hampstead, and robbed him of ¢s.
after the coachman had told them that the words.
4¢ stand and deliver™ were sufficient to hang a
man. Jonathan Wild being informed of these rob- -
beries, caused the offendess to be apprehended, at
a house kept by Duce’s sister. . Dyer having been
admitted an evidence, Duce and Butler were
brought to trial, when the latter pleaded guilty;
and the former, after.spending some time in deny
ing the robberies of Mr.-Holines and the coach-
man, for which he was indicted, and arraignin,
the conduct of Jonathan Wild, was found guilty,
3€C3 : and
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and both of them received sentence of death.—
After conviction their behaviour was mose resi;
and devout than could have beean expected from
‘men whose repeated crimes. might be supposed to
have hardened theig hearts ; but the terrors of death
had due effect. Butler was 3 Roman Catholic,
and Duce a Protestant. The latter was urged by
the Ordinary to discover the names of some of his
 old accomplices : but this be refused to do, be-
cause, he said, they bad left off: their practices,
and now lived honest lives. A féw moments - be-
fore they were launched into eternity, Butler de-
clared that the circumstances of cruelty with which
their crimes had been attended, gave him more

tﬂin than the thoughts of death: and Duce ac-

nowledged the enormity of his offences, and beg-
ged the forgiveness of all whom he had injured.—
They suffered at Tyburn, August 14, 1723. ~Sep
Ancigr, HUMPHREY. : o

DUELL, WM. (MURDERER,) was convicted
of occasioning the death of Sarah Griffin, at Ac-
ton, by robbing and ravishing her. We have in-
serted his name in this Collection, on account of
the following singular circumstance which suc-

1

ceeded his execution. Having suffered Nov, 24, -

1740, at Tybum, with Tho. Clock, Wm. Meers,
Margery Stanton, and Eleanor Munoman, (who
had been convicted of several burglaries and felo-
mies,) his bogy was brought to Surgesn’s-hall to be
anatomized ; but after it was stripped and laid on
the board, and one of the servants was washing
. him in order to ‘be ciit, he perceived life in him,
and found his breath to come quicker and quicker ;
on which’ a’ surgeon took some ounces of blood
from him; in two hours he was able to sit up in
his chair, and in the evening was again cqmmité
: ) te
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téd to Newgate. His sentence was afterwards
changed to transportation. -
DUNCALF, ——. See COOPER, JAMES.
DUNTAP, ——, See M*NavcaToy, J.

. B,

EASTERBY, ~~—. See CoprLIN, WM., .
.EDMONDSON, MARY, (MURDERER) was
the daughter of a farmer near Leeds in Yorkshire,
and sent to reside with her aunt, Mrs. Walker," of
Rotherhithe, who was a widow lady, and with
whom she lived two years, comporting herself in
the most decent manner, and regularly attending
. the duties of religion. A lady named Toucher

having spent the evening with Mrs, Walker, Mary
Edmondson lighted her across the street on her
way home ; and soun after her return, a woman
who cried oysters through the street observed that
the door was open, and heard the girl cry out,—
¢¢ help! murder! -they have killed my aunt!™
Edmondson now ran to the house of Mrs. Odell,
wringing her hands, and bewailing the misfor-
tune ; and the neighhours being by this time’
alarmed, some gentlemen went froma public- house
where they had spent the evening, in order to
enquire into the affair. They found Mrs, Walker,
with her throat cut, lying on her right side, and
her head near a table, which- was covered with
linen. One of the gentlemen, named Holloway,
said, ¢ this is very strange—I know not what to
make of it—let us examine the girl."' Herac-
count of the matter was, that four men had en-
tered at the back duor, one of whom putting his
arms round ber aunts neck, another, who was ﬁ

l ta.
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tall man dressed in black, swore that he would kill
her if she spoke a single word, -Mr. Holloway,
observing the girl’s arm was cut, asked her-how it
happened ; to which she replied, that one of .the
inen, -in attempting to get out, had jammed it
with the door: but Holloway judging, from all
appearances, that no men had been in-the house,
said he did not believe her, but supposed she was
the murderer of .her aunt. On_this she fell into a
fit, and, being removed to a neighbour’s house,
was blooded by a surgeon, and continued there till
the following day, when the coroner’s inquest sat
on the body, and brought in a verdict of wilful
murder—whereupon she was committed to prison.
Mrs. Walker's executors, anxious to discover the
truth, caused the house to be diligently searched,
and found that a variety of things, which Mary
Edmoudson had said were stolen, were not mis-
sing ; nor could they discover that any thing was
Jost. Mrs. Walker's watch, and some other arti-
cles, which she said had been carried off by the
murderers, were found under the floor of the privy.
" Being committed to the new gaol, Southwark, she
remained there till the next assizes for Surry, when
she was tried at Kingston, and convicted on evi-
dence which, though acknowledged to be circum-
stantial, was such as, in the general opinion, ad-
mitted little doubt of her guilt. She made a de-
fence indeed, but not sufficiently probable to have
any weight. Being condemned on Saturday, to be
executed on the Monday following, she was Jodg-
ed in the prison at Kingston, whence she wrote to "
her parents, most solemnly avowing her innocence.
She likewise begged that the misister of the parish
would preach a sermon on the occasion of her
death, She asserted her ingocence on the Sunday ;
' when
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when she was visited by a clergyman; and several
other people ; yet was her behaviour devout, and
apparently sincere. Being taken out of prison on
the Monday morning, she got into a post-chaise
with the keeper, and arriving at the Peacock in
Kennington-lane about nine o'clock, there drank
a glass of wine, and then, being put into a cart,
was conveyed to the place of execution, where she
behaved devoutly, and made the following address
to the surrounding multitude :—¢¢ It is now too
late to trifle either with God or man. I solemnly
declare that I am innocent of the crime laid to my
charge. I am very easy in my mind, as I suffer
with as much pleasure as if T was going to sleep.
Y &reely forgive my prosecutors, and earnestly beg
your prayers for my departing soyl.” She suffer-
ed on Kennington éommon, April 2, 1759. Hee
bodz was conveyed to St. Thomas's hospital;, South-
wark, and there dissected. .

ELBY, WILLIAM, (MURBERER, &c.) was
born in the year 1673, at Déptford in Kent, and
served his time with'a blockmaker at Rotherhithe,
during which he became acquainted with some wo-
menof ill-fame.  After the term of his apprentice-
ship was expired, he kept compapy with young fel-
dows ‘of such bad character, that he found it neces-
sary to enter on board a ship to prevent worsg con-
sequences. Having returned from sea he enlisted as
a soldier : but while in this sitpation he committed
many small thefts, in order 1o support the women
with wliom he was connected. At length he de-
serted from the army, assymed a new name, and

revailed on some of his companions to engage in
house-breaking.  Detection sopn termipatgd  his
career ; and he was indicted for robbing the house
- f —=—— Barry, Bsq. of Fulham, and murdcr:)r}g
. ' L 1§
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his gardener.  Elby it scems having detérmined on
robbing the house, arrived at Fulham soon after
midnight, and had wrenched open one' of the win-
dows, at which he was getting in, when the gardener
awaking, cathe down to prevent the intended rob-
bery. As the gardener had a light in his hand,
Elby, terrified lest he should be known, scized a
knife, and stabbed him to-the lLeart, of which
wound the poor man fell dead at his feet. This -
done, he broke open a chest of drawers, and stole
about two hundred and fifty pounds, with which he
immediately repaired to his associates in London.
Though this man, naturally inclined to gaiety,
dressed in a stile mueh above people of his profes-
sion, yet being at this juncture in possession of a
reater sum of money than usual, those who knew
ﬁim suspected that it could not have been honestl
obtained ; and asevery one was now talking of the
horrid murder that had been committed at Fulham,
the idea immediately occurred, that it had been
perpetrated by Elby, particularly as he began to
abound in cash at this critical juncture, * Elby now
used to frequent a public-house in the Strand,
where being casyally in company, the robbery and
murder at Fulham became the subject of conversa-
tion. Hereupon Elby turned pale, and seeing one
of the company go out of the room, he was so terri-
fied that he immediately ran out of the house with-
out paying the reckoning. Soon after he was gone
a person called for him ; but as he was not there,
he said he would go to hislodgings. The landlord,
enraged that the reckoning had not been paid, de-
manded where he lived, which being told, and re-
marRed by the person who called, he was taken into
custody the next day, and committed on suspicion
-of the robbery and murder.  On his trial he steadily
denied
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denied the perpetration of the crimes -with which .
he was charged, and his conviction would have
been very doubtful, had not a woman, with whom
he cohabited, become an evidence, ‘and swore that
he came from Fultiam with the money the morning

- after the commission of the fact. Some other per-

sons likewise deposed, that they saw him come out’
of Mr. Barry's house on the morning the murde¥:
was committed j but as they did not” know what
had happened, they had entertained no suspicion of
him. The jury -deeming this cireumstance suffi-
cient convietion, Elby received sentence of death,
and having been executed at Fulham, on the 13th
of September, 1704; was hung in ‘chains near the
place where the crime was eommitted.

ELLIOTT; EDWARD. - Ste WaALTHAM
BLACKS, THE. "

EMMETT, ROBERT, (TRAITOR,) of a most
respectable Irish family, who, with his brother, had
been concerned in wiekedly endéavouring to subvert
the government of Ireland, and had expended a
Jarge sum in providing arms for hisassociates. His
brother had, during our last war with:France, been
n custody for the %ikc offence, but in consequence’
of becoming an exile for life, government was-
pleased to forego severe measures, ‘These gentle-
men had an excellent cducation, and were both re-
nowned for cloquence. The elder, who was the
banished brother, was in London, at the Temple,
about twenty-five years ago, and distinguished him-
self at Coach-Maker's Hall, then a respectable de-
bating society. He found, however, a rival in
Maynard C. Walker, Esq. (now at the Irish
har) both- here and in a debating society in
Dublin ; in consequence of which My, Emunett, by

the
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the advice of his friends, declined any furthier con-
troversy. ‘These gentlemen would certainly have
becn great luminaries at the bar, had not that lurk-
ing fiend, disloyalty, eclipsed their fame, and in--
stigated bright talents to perpetrate dark deeds.
Robert Emmett was tried and convicted in Dubling
before Lord Norbuiry and a respectable jury, Mon-
day September 19, 1803. After the evidence, the
provincial proclamation was read, to shew the ob-
ject of the insurrection, and the resolution proserib«
ing the c{eom:mvy and other I-yal subjects. “The
prisoner desired that a part of it should also be read,
by which it was decreed, that no maan should suffer
death by court-martial, but for mutiny, until the
pleasure of the provisional government should be
krown: it was read accordingly. The, proclama-
tion addressed to the citizens of Dublin was also
read. The prisoner’s counsel accounted for the in-
timate knowledge he had of the provisional proclas
mation, by saying that it bad appeared in other
publications. The following papers were then
read :—No. I. (found in bis ﬁgings by Major
Sirr,) was nearly as follows;—¢¢ It may seem
strange that a person avowing himself to be .an
enemy of the present government, and engaged in a
conspiracy for its overthrow, should undertake to
suggest an opinion on its conduct, or expect that
advice from such a quarter should be received with
attention. The writer of this, however, does not
mean to offer an opinion upon a point in which he
feels difficulty—on which his candour might he
doubted ; his intention is to confine himself to
.points on which he feels with the merciful, and as
an Irishman with the English part of the present
government : hy will communicate in the mest pre-
cize
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gise terms the line of conduct which he may be
hereafter compelled to adopt—and which, however
. painful, would be doubly so if he did not try to
avoid it by the most explicit notification. It is not
the intention of the undersigned to do more than
state what the goverament must acknowledge, that
of the conspiracy it knows nothing ; and: instead of
creating terror in its enemies and confidence in its
friends, it will serve by the scantiness of its infor
mation to furnish new grounds of conviction to
those who are toa ready to accuse it for the want
of that intelligence which no sagacity could .enable
it to obtain, If, then, it is unable by a display of
discoveries to evince its strength and vigilance, it.
sannot hope to crush the cunspiracy by the weight of
its power. Is it only now that men have to learn
that entering into a conspiracy exposes' them to be
hanged? ........ Canithope to injurethe body
of the conspiracy, so impenetrably woven as the
present, by merely cutting off a few of the threads 2
eeeesss. No system can change the conduct
which the U. L. will adoptfor etf:ctinf the emanci-
pation of their country.® No. 1I. found on the
risoner’s person.—*¢ I wish particularly to know
Kow matters stand, if you are not afraid. What
hcpes there are from abroad, and what they mean .
10 do ; and whether, if they pay us a visit, we shall
pot.be worse off than weare? .v..5.... Heis
very desponding, and says the people are incapable
of redress, and unworthy of liberty ; that he is core
firmed in this by the late transaction, which must
have succeeded but for their barbarous desertion
and want of unanimity. He thinks that the inva-
sion will not take placeat all, hut that it is the plan to
wear down the I'.?nglish by the expence of frequeng
o 2D . pre-
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gflelpaution." No. ITI, found in the debf!Th.
omas-street.—¢f I have but little time to*loock
at the thousand difficulties between me and the com.
letion of my wishes; that they would succeed I
Rave ardent and, I trust, rational hopes; but if
that should not be the case, I thark God for hav -
ing gifted me with a sanguine disposition ; so thae
I run from reflection ; and if my hopes are without
foundation—if a precipice be opening under my
feet, from which duty will ‘not suffer me to depart,
I am tharikful for that disposition which leads me
on to it, and hurls me down, while my eyes are
raised to the visions of happiness which my fancy
has formed in the air.® No. IV. was the manue
acript of the Proclamation of the Provisional Go-
vernment, found in the desk in Thomas-street.—
‘When this unfortunate young man was called upon
to know if he had any thing to say why sentence
of death should not be passed upon him, he ad«
dressed the court and jury nearly in the following
terms: ) )
< Iam asked if I have any thing to say why
sentence of death should not be pronounced upon
me. Was I to suffer only death, after being ad.
judged guilty, I should bow in silence ; but a man.
in my situation has not only to combat with the
difficulties of fortune, but also the difficulties of
_prejudice ; the sentence of the law which delivers
over his body to the executioner, consigns his cha-
racter to obloquy.. The man dies, but his memory
lives ; and that mine may not forfeit all claim to the
respect of my countrymen, I use this occasion ta
vindicate myself from some of the charges advanced
_against me. [ am charged with being an emissary
of France:—'tis false! T am no emissary—I ditt
’ net
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ot wish to deliver up my countyy. tora foreign
wer, and least of all, to Frances No! neverdid
gntertain the idea of establishing French power
in Ireland—God forbid I Qn‘the :contrary, it is
evidept from the introductory. paragraph of the
Address of the ProvisionalGoverpment, that every
‘hazard, attending an independent cffort was deemed
;referable to ‘the more fatal rigk of introducing &
rench army into the country. Small would be
our claims to patriotism.and to sense, and palpable
our affectation of the love of liberty, if we were to
encourage the profanation of our shores by a people
who are slaves themselves, 2nd the unprincipled and
abandoned instruments of imposing slavery on
others. 1f such an inferepce be drawn from any
part of the proclamation of the Pyovisional Govern-
ment, it calumnijates their views, and is not ware
ranted by the fact.—How could they speak of free-
dom to their countrymen ? How assume such an
exalted motive, and meditate the introduction of a
power which has been the enemy of freedom in
every part of the globe? Reviewing the conduct of
France to other countries, could we expect better
towards us ¢ No! Let not, then, any man atte.int
my memory by believing that I could have hoped
freedom through the aid of France, and betrayed
the sacred cause of liberty by committing it to the

power of her most determined foe: bad I done so,’

I had not descrved to live ; and dying with such a
weight upcn my character, I had merited the

honest execration of that country. which gave me -
birth, and to which I would have given freedom. -

Had I been in Switzerland, I would have fought
against the French—in the dignity of freedom, I
would have expired on the threshold of that coun-

eD2z try,

si
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try, and they should have entered It only by passing -

over my lifeless corpse.  1Is it, then, to be supposed,
that I w uld be slow to make the same sacrifice to
my native lard? Am I, who lived but to be of
service to my country, and who would subject my-
self to the bondage of the grave to give her inde-
pendence—am I to be loaded with the foul and
grievous calamny of being an e¢missary of France?
My lords, it may be part of the system of angry

justioe to bow a man’s mind by humiiiation to meet-
the ignominy of the scaffold ; but worse to me than

the scaffold’s shame, or the scaffold’s terrors, would
be the imputation of having been the agent of
French despotism and ambition ; and while I have
breath T will call upon my countrymen not to be-
fieve me guilty of so foul a crime against their %-
berties and their happiness. Though you, my
{ord, sit there a judge, and I stand here a culprit,
yet you are but a man, and I am another ;" I have
a right therefore to vindicate my character and mo-
tives fromn the aspersions of calumny ; and as a mxa
¢o whom fame is dearer than lite, I will make the

‘{ast use of that life in rescuing my name and my .

metnory from the afflicting imputation of having
been an emi-sary of Frauce, cr seeking her inter-
€erence in the internal regulation of our affairs,
Did I live to sce a French army approach this coun-
~ try, I weuld meet it on the shore with-a torch in
one hand and a sword in the other—I would ve-
ctive them with allthe destruction of wart I would
" ‘animate my countryaien to immolate them in their
very boats; and before our native soil should be
olluted by a foreign foe, if they succeeded in land-
ing, I would burn every blade of grass before thenn,
. faze every house, contend to the Jast for every inch
. of
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of ground, and the last spot on which the hope of
freedom should desert me, that spot I would make
my grave ! What I cannot do, I leave a Jegacy to
my country, because I feel conscious that my death
were unprofitable, and all hope of liberty extinct,
the moment a French army obtained a footing in
this land.”’—After some further matter, he con-
cluded thus:—¢ My lamp of life is nearly ex-
pired—my race is finished : the grave opens to re-
ceiveme, and I sink into its bosom. All I request
shen, at parting from the world, is the charity of
its silence. Let no4man write my epitaph, for as
no.man who kaows my motives dare vindicate them,
let not prejudice or ignorance asperse them ; let them
. and me repose in obscurity and peace, and my tomb
remain undescribed, till other times and other men
can do justice to my character.”

The foregoing is a faithful report of this unfor-
tunate young man's exculpation of himself from
the charge of co-operating with the French in any
design to invade this country ; and whetlier volun-
tary or involuntary, it is an evidence against the
character of the common enemy, which, comin
from such authority, ought, and we trust will have
the most salutary effect upon all who may have par.
ticipated in his principles or his treasons. Whe.
ther the sincere conviction of his mind, or the im-
‘position of pride, anxious to rescue his memory from
the foul shame of having sought to deliver his coun-
try up toa foreign #nd a cruel enemy, he is enti-
tled to equal credit, and if any thing were inscribed
on his tomb most honourable to himself and atoning
to his country, it isthe character which he hasgiven
of the arch-foe to the peace and liberty of mankind.

’ . 2D 3 The .
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—The court listened to him with a great deal of
atience, and although indignation was visible in
the countenance of every person in court at this
ublic avowal of his guilt, yet not a murmur was
heard. Lord Norbury, after a salutary remons-
trance to the prisoner, and paying a handsome com-
pliment to some of the respectable members of the
¥amil to which he belonged, pronounced the
awful sentence of the law in cases of High
Treason,——Mr. Emmett, after his trial, was
taken to Newgate, where dinner had been pre-
pared for him. He there requested to see one of
the gentlemen who were engaged in his defence.
To him, it is generally rumoured, he mmade a full
disclosure of all the means he had used to effect the
late insurrection, and authorised him to make it
known to government. He declared himself the
chief mover and instigator of thar attempt to effect
a revolution, and solemnly denied having any asso-
ciates in this country of either property or respecta-
bility. He account.d for the expences incurred in
prepanations for rebellion, by stating that he had
received on the death of his father, 3500l and that
he had expended of that sum 2500l. in purchasing
the arms tound in the depot in Marshelsea-lane.
He alvo denied having solicited or received any
assistance from the Frénch government, and pro-
tested, were this country invaded by Frenchmen,
from his information of their principles and conduct
wherever they went, that he would be one of the
most zealous in the expulsion of such treacherous,
rapacious, and  sanguinary miscreants. At the
place of execution he expressed the same senti.
ments.

* EVANS, DAVID, Sce GrirFiTHS, WM.

’ EVANS,
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. EVANS, WALTER. See Sricor, Wpm.
EVERETT, JOHN, (HIGHWAYMAN,) was a
native of Hitchin in Hertfordshire, and had been
"well educated ; his father possessing three hundred
" pounds per anpum. He was apprenticed to a
salesman; but running away from his master he
entered into the army, and served in Flanders,
where he behaved so well that he was promoted to
the rank of serjeant. Om the return of his regiment
to England, he purchased his discharge, and re-
pairing to London, bouglit the place of an officer
of Whitechapel Court, in which he continued about
seven years, but having given liberty to some per-
sons whom he had arrested, one Chalesworth, 3
solicitor of that court, caused him to be discharged
.and then sued him for the amount of the debts o;
the parties whom his inconsiderate good-nature had
Jiberated. To evade imprisonment Everett enlisted
in Lord Albemarle’s company of foot guards ; soon
after his engaging in the army he fell into company
with Richard Bird, with whom he had been for-
merly acquainted.  This Bird hinted that great ad-
vantages might be acquired in a particulur way, if
Everett could be trusted : and the latter, anxious
to know what the plan was, learnt that it was to ga
on the road : on which an agreement was immedi-
ately concluded. Hereupon they set out on theip
expedition, and rohbed several stages in the coun-
ties adjacent to London; from which they ob-
tained considerable booty in jewels, money, and
valuable effects. - Thus successful in their first ex-
ploits they went to Hounslow-Heath, where they
stopped two military ofiicers, who were attended
by servants armed with blunderbusses; but_they
ogliged them to submit, and robbed them of their

money and watchesw the watches were afterwards’
o ' keft, .
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. .
left, according to agreement, at a coffec-house near
Charing-Cross, and the thieves reccived twenty
guineas for restoring them. Soon after they stop-

d a gentleman in an open chaise near Epsom.
,ishe gentleman drew his sword, and made several
passes at them 3 yet they robbed him of his watch,
two guineas, his sword, and some writings: but
they returned the writings, at the earnest request of
the injured party. They also made a practice of
robbing the butchers and higlerson Epping Forest,
on their way to London. One of these robberies
was singular. Meeting with an old woman, a hig-
ler, they searched the lmin%‘of a high-crowned hat,
which she said had been her mother’s, in which
they found about three pounds ; but returned her
hat. Soon after this they stopped a coach on -
Hounslow-Heath, in which were two quakers, who
calling them sons of, wiolence, jumped out of the
coach to oppose them ; but their fellow-travellers
making no resistance, and begging them to submit,
all the parties were robbed of their money. Eve-
rest remarking that one of the quakers wore a re.
markable gocd wig, snatched it from his head, and
gave him in retorn an old black tye, which he had
purchased for half a crown of a Chelsea pensioner.
This sudden metamorphose caused great mirth
among the aother company in the gcoach. Aboue
ten days after this, he and his companion walked to
Hillingdon Common, wheré seeing two gentlemen
. on horseback, - Everett stopped the foremost and
Bird the other, and robbed them of upwaris of
three guineas and their gold watches ; they then cug
the girths of the saddle, and secured the bridle, to
prevent a pursuit. ‘They now hastened to Brent-
ford,where, understanding that they were followed,
they got into the ferry to cross the Thames; and

when



EVERETT. 309

when they were three-parts over, so that the river
was fordable, they gave the ferrymen ten shillings,
and obliged them to throw their oars into the river,
They then jumped overboard and %ot on shore,
while the spectators thought it was only a drunken
frolic, and the robbers got safe to London. Some
time after this, Everett was convicted of an attempt
to commit a robbery on the highway, for which he
was sentenced to three years imprisonment in New
_ Pricon,Clerkenwell. After some time, he wis em«
ployed to act here as turnkey, and his conduct -
meeting with approbation, he remained in that
station after the term of his imprisonment was ex-
tind; but the keeper dying, he took a public-

ouse in Turnmill-street. He had not beon long
in this station, when the new keeper who had been
appointed, frequently called on him, and made him
advantageous offers, on the condition of his re-as-
suming the office of turnkey._ This he did; but
when Everett had perfectly instructed him in the
management of the prison, he dismissed him, with-
out assigning any reason for so ungenerous a cou-
duct. Everett being now greatly in debt, and
consequently obliged to remove within the rules of
the Fleet Prison, took a public-house in the Old
Bailey. After which he took the Cock alehouse
i the same street, which he kept three yéars with
ytputation, when the warden of the fleet persuaded
him to keep the tap-house of the said prison.
While in this station he was charged with being
concerned with the keeper in some mal-practices,
for which the House of Commons ordered him to
be confined in Newgate: but he dbtained. his li-
berty at the end of the sessions, as no bill had becn
gound against him. During his confinement, his

rewer sized hjs stock of %gcr, to the amun\t)m

al
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above 3ool. which reduced him to circumstances
of great distress: yet he even now resolved on.a
life of industry, if he could have got employ-
ment ; but his character was such that no person
would engage him. Thus distressed, he once more
equipped himself for the high-way, with a view, as -
he solemnly declared after sentence of death, to
saise only fifty paunds, as his brewer would have
given him credit if he could have possessed himself
of that sum. Having stoppeéd a.coach on the
Hampstead road, in which were a lady, her daugh-
ter, and a child about five years old ; the child was
"0 terrified at his presenting: a pistol, that he with-
drew it at the request of the lady, who gave him a
S::Enea and some silver; and though he observed
had a-watch and some gold rings, &c. he did
not demand them. Some company riding up, he
was followed to the end of Leather-lane, where he
evaded the pursuit by turning into Hatton-garden,
and going into the Globe Tavern. * Here he called
for wine, and while he was drinking he saw his
pursuers pass; on which he paid his reckoning, and
slippcd into a public-house in Holborn, where he
again saw them pass.” Thinking himself safe he
remained here a considerable time. ~ When he
thoaght the pursuit was over, he called a coach at
the end of Brook-street, and driving to Honey-lane
market, purchased a duck for his supper, and a
turkey for his Christmas dinner; he then went to
his lodging in Newgate market. On the following
da{, one Whitaker (called the boxing drover) cir-
culated a report that Everett had committed a high-
way robbery, ‘On which the latter loaded a brace
of pistols, and yowed he would be revenged. HMe
went’to Islington in search of Whitaker, and visi-
ted-several public-houses which he used to frequent,
c ' : bup.
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but not meeting with him, the perpetration of mur.
der was happily pievented. A woman in the
neighbourhood of Newgate-market having buried
her husband, who had left her enough to support
herself and children with decency; Everett re-
peatedly visited the widow, was received with tos
great marks of esteem, and assisted her in the dis.
sipation of that money which should have provided
for her family. The widow’s son, jealous of; this
connection, remonstrated with his mother on the
impropriety of her conduct, and told her it.would
end in her rwin.  This made Everett and her more
cautious in their meetings; but the son watched
them with the utmost degree of vigilance and cir-
cumspection. Having, one evening, observed them
g0 into a tavern, be provided himself with a large
and sharp knife, and entering the room where they
were sitting, swore he would stab Everett to the
heart ; but the latter, by superiority of strength,
disarmed him. The young fellow was at length
persuaded to sit down, when Everett assured him
that he entertained the utmost respect both for him.
self and his mother; but the youth answered, that
he was a lyar, and the mutual destruction both of
mother and children must follow their unlawful -
connection. As the lad grew warm, Everett affect~
ed great coolness and good-humour, and consi.
dered how he might most readily getrid of so un-
welcome a guest ; as he was unwilling so soon to
part with the widow. At length he determined te
make the young fellow drunk, and plied him with
such a quantity of liquor' that he fell fast asleep, in
which condition he was left, while the other parties
ndjourned to a distant tavern, where they remained -

il morning, when Everett borrowed seven guinea:'
) ©
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of the widow, under pretence of repaying her in «
weck.  Not long after-this Everett was married to
this very widow, at Stepney church, by which he
came into possession of money ‘and plate to a consi-
derable amount, and might have lived happily with
her if he would have taken her advice ; but the
extravagance of his disposition led to. his ruin.
When he was in very low circumstances he casually
met his old accomplice, Bird, and joined with him
in the commission of a robbery in Essex, they were
both taken, and lodged in Chelmsford gaol; but
Everett having turned evidence, the other was con-
victed and executed. As soon as he had obtained
his liberty, he' committed several robberies in the
neighbourhood of Loudon, the last of which was
on a lady named Ellis, whom he stopped near Is.
Jington : but being taken into custody on the fol.
Jowing day, he was tried, and capitally convicted.
* He had been married to three wives, who all visited
. him after sentence of death. He was likewisg
visited by the son of the widow; but recollecting
what had formerly passed between them, Everett
would have stabbed him with a penknife, but was
prevented by one of his wives; tor which interpo-
sition he afterwards expressed the greatest happiness-
What gave him most uneasiness was the crime of
perjury, of which he had been guilty, with a view
to take away the life of an innoceut man. One
Picket, a cooper, having affronted him, he swore 2
sobbery against him ; but the jury not being satis-
fied with the evidence, ‘the man was fortunately
acquitted. Mr. Nicholson, the then minister of
St. Sepulchre’s church, attended the prisoner while
upder sentence of death ; and kindly exerted him-
sclf to convince him of the atrocious nature of his
: offences :
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offences: but the numbers of people who visited
him from motives of curiosity, took off his atten-
tion from his more important duties. Howeveg,
he became at times serious, and would then advise -
his brethrea in affiiction to prepare for that death
which now appeared unavoidable. The gaol dis-
temper having scized him while in Newgate, a
false report was propagated that he had poisoned
himself. He wrote letters to some of his acquaint-
ance, begging they would take warning by his un-
haipy fate; and avoid those steps which led him
to his ruin. He suffered at Tyburn, February 20,
1729. '
EVERETT, JOHN, (reLON,) was probably
related to the preceding, being also a native of
Hertfordshire, where he served his apprenticeshi
to a baker : after which lie connected himself wit
a gang of notorious gamblers, and other dissolute
wretches, in conjunction with whom he perpetrated
3 great number of villainies, and for several years
escaped the vengeance of the law. By persuasions
and the promise of a sum of money, he and 2 man
named Wright, induced 2 yeung woman to exhi-
bit a charge of felony against two innocent men,
who were put on their trial, but happily acquit.
ted, as the perjured evidence was not able to au-
thenticate her accusation. In revenge for their
failing to supply the girl with the money they had
promised, she lodged an information against Eve-
rett and Wright, who were in consequence indict-
ed for subornation of perjury, and sentenced to
stand in the pillory at the end of Chancery-lane,
where_they received very severe tieatment from the
populace. Soon after this gdnishment, Everett
was tried at Hicks's-hall, and scutenced again to
2 E : stand
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stand in the pillory, for baving fraudulently ob-
tained a thirty-six-shilling piece. He was after-
wards convicted of having circulated counterfeit
Portugal coif, and ordered to be imprisoned two
years in Newgate. During his coufinement a com-
pany of gentlemen went to Newgate to visit a cri-
minal, and in a short time discovered .they had
been robbed of their handkerchiefs. The circum-
stance being mentioned to Everett, he pretended
to be much surprised, and intimated that there was
but little probability of the property being reco-
vered. However, 1n a little time he produced the
handkerchiefs, and received some money from the
gentlemen, as a reward for his supposed honesty.
While in Newgate, he picked the pocket of almost
every person who came to visit the prisoners. He
was continually uttering the most vile expressions,
and seemed to delight in the practice, of every spe-
cies of wickedness. Upon the expiration of the
time he was sentenced to remain in prison, he found
sureties for liis good behaviour for two years, and
was discharged. He, and a woman of the town,
fow went to a small inn at Hoddesden in Hert-
tordshire, which was kept by an elderly widow,
and being invited into a room behind the bar, af-
ter having each drank a glass of wine, the widow
and her female guest went to walk in the garden:
in the mean time Everett broke open a bureau, and
stole 6ol. in cash, and several gold ring

kept the widow in conversation till the time of go-
- ing to bed, in order to divert her from going to the
bureau, and the next moming decamped with their
booty, taking  the road to Nottingham, whence
they crossed the country to Newmarket, ‘and then
returned to London. Everctt's numerous villainies
. having
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ng rendered his mame so notorious, he went
r the denomination of George Aunderson, and
in a very private manner till the money be
thus obtained was expended. He now pro-
d a kaife cighteen inches long, and determined
vy contributions on &asungers on the highway.
‘he road between Kentish-town and Hamp-
1, he attempted to rob a countryman, who be-
of an infrepid temper, a desperate contest en-
s in which Everett proved the conqueror, and
zerously wounded his antagonist, from whom
owever, obtained but a small booty. The
: evening he stole a quantity of ribbons from a
:rdasher’s shop, but was immediately pursued,
‘ehended, and secured in prison. He was soon
1ght to trial; and the prosecutor having laid
indictment capitally, he was convicted and sen-
ed to be hanged.  For some tiine after convic-
he behaved 1n a decent manner, and appeared
e resigned to the fate that awaited him: but
n learning that the order for his execution was
ived by the gaoler, he became perfectly out-
:ous, violently threatening those who were near
» and uttering the most blasphemous expres.
s. A report beinf circulated that he meditated
'sign against the life of the gaoler, his cell was
fully searched, but no suspicious instruments
t found. He denounced vengeance against the
» who gave the iuformation, declaring, with
‘id imprecations, that if he could procure a
ol, or any other offensive weapon, he would
him to death. He applied the most "oppro-
ms epithets. to the keeper of the prison; and
i was his ungovernable conduct, that it was
ged necessary to chain him down to the floor.—
. behaviour was more decent and composed on
- 22 the
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the day preceding that of his execution; but he
did not appear to be conscious of the enormity of’
his gyilt, or to be'earnest in repentance. He join-
ed in prayer with the ordinary of Newgate at the
place of execution, and a little time before he was
turned off, said he considered death as too severe
-a punishment for the crime he had committed. He
wuffered at Tyburn, Dec, 31, 1750, )

F.

FERGUSON, RICHARD, (HIGHWAYMAN,)
familiarly called Galloping Dick, was the son of a
gentleman’s servant, and a native of Hertford-
shire, He was sent to school at a very early age,

. but to little purpose, and was afterwards employed
as a stable boy where his father was hired. At the
age of 16 he came to London with the family.—
During their stay in town, the postillion was taken’
ill, and Dick was appointed to supply his place till
he recovered, which was not very long. Now'

" stripped of his fine livery, and sent to occupy his
station as a stable boy, his haughty spirit could not
brook the degradation.. Fond of dress, and being
thought a man of consequence, he resolved to Jook
out for another place. - Accordingly he told his’
father of his resolution, and asked his advice. His
father knowing he was well qualified, in respect to
the management of horses, told him he would Jook
eut one for him. A circumstance happened, that

- very afternoon, highly gratifying to his pride. A
lady who frequently visited the family, being in
want of a postillion, asked Dick’s master what was
beécome of his late postillion. Being informed he
“weas in his place, and was very fit for her emploi.

]
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he was sent for and hired. Dick was now com-
plétely bis own master, and for some time behaved
to the satisfaction of his mistress. He was a geat
"favourite in the family, particularly among the fe-
- male part; but his mistress discovering him in an
improper situation with one of her female servauts,
- he was immediately discharged : nor could any in-
tercession prevail upon her to reinstate him.  Soon
afterwards he got another place, in which he did
not long remain. He had at this time got con-
nected with some other servants of a loose charac-
ter, and their manner of drinking, gaming, and
idleness, suiting his disposition, he soon became
one of them. After losing several good places, by
negligence, he applied to a livery stable in Picca«
dilly, and obtained employment. His father hav-
ing now died, left him the sum of 57l. which he
had saved during the time he lived in the family.
With this he commenced gentleman. - He left his
-place, bought mourning, trequented the theatres,
&c. One evening, at Drury-lane, he got seated
by a female, who particularly engaged his atten-
tion; he took her to be a modest lady, and was
very much chagrined at finding her readily grant-
ing his request to conduct her home. He resolved
. to leave her, but found his resolution fail him, and
at the end of the play he attended her to her resi-
dence in St. George's. fields, and staid with her the
whole night.- Next morning, aftér making ‘her a
handsome present, he took his leave, with a pro-
mise of soon repeating his visit. He went home—
hat this artful courtezan had so completely ena-
moured him, that he could not rest many hours
without paying her another visit ; and only for the
accidental visit of some.companions, he would have.
returned immediately. With them he reluctantly
, 2E3 spent:
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spent the day, and in the evening flew again ow the’
impatient wings of desire to his dear Nancy. She,
suspecting him to be a person of considerable pro-
perty, ‘from the specimen she had of his genero-
sity, received him with every mark of endearment
in her power., At this time she was the first fa-
vourite of several noted highwaymen and house-
breakers, who, in turn, had all their favoured:
hours. Unfortunately for himself, Ferguson be-
came as complete a dupe as ever she had ensnared. -
What money he possessed, what he could obtzin
by borrowing or otherwise, was all lavished on this
female, and he was, after all, in danger of being
discarded. He was a total stranger to her connec-
tions with the gemtlemen of the road, though he
knew slie bestowed her favours on others. Not
able to bear the thoughts of entirely parting with
his dear Nancy, he'went to an inn in Piccadilly,
offered himself as a postillion, and was accepted.
Whenever he could obtain a little money, he flew
with' impatience to his fair dulcinea, and squan-
dered it away in the same thoughtless manner. As
he drove post-chaises on the different roads round
the metropolis, he trequently saw his rivals on the
road gaily mounted and dressed.  One day driving
3 gentleman on the north road, the chaise was:
stopped by the noted Abershaw and another, with
crapes over their faces. Abershaw stood by the
driver till the other went up to the chaise and rob-
bed the gentleman. The wind belng very high,
blew the crape off his face, and gave Ferguson a
full view of his person. They stared at each other,
but before a word coukl pass, some company com-
ing up, the two highwaymen gallopped off.” Fer-
guson, who at this time was under the frowns of
is mistress, for want of money, well knew and
5 . ' was

0
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was known by Abershaw, whom be had often seen.

+at Nancy’s. Abershaw was very uneasy at the

discovery, which he communicated to his compa--
nion. A consultation was. immediately held, and-

it was resolved to wait at an inn on the road for

the return of Fergusom, and bribe him, to prevent-

- a discovery, They accordingly went to” the inn,

and when Ferguson came back, and stopped to-

water his horses, the waiter was ordered to send

him in..  After some conversation,: Dick accepted - .
. of the present offered him, and agreed to meet
them that night, -to partake of a supper.— -

With this fresh recruit of cash he flew to his Nan-

cy; but she being otherwise engaged, and not -

expecting him so soon to possess sufhcient for ber -

notice (being now acquainted with his sitvation in
life) absolutely refused to admit him, and shut the
door in his face. Mad with the reception he had

experienced, he quitted the house, and resolved never -
to repeat his visit,' which resolution he strictly -

adhered to. He was now proceeding homewards,
when he met the highwayman who accompanied
Abrershaw, and went with him to the place of ren-
dezvous in the Borough, where he was received by
those assembled with every mark of attention.—
They supped sumptuously, drank wine, aud spent
the time in noisy mirth. This exactly svited Fer-

uson ; he joined in their mirth, and when suffi.

8 .
ciently elevated, very cagerly closed with a propo- .

sition to become one of their number. He was,
according to their forms, immediately initiated.—
When the plan of their next depredation on the
public was settled, Ferguson was not immediately
called into action, as it was suggested by one of

the members that he could be better employed . in. -
. giving
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giving information at their rendezvous of the de-
parture of gentlemen from the inn where he lived,
&c. whercby those who were most likely to afford
a proper booty might be way-laid and robbed.—
This diabolical plan he followed too successfully
fot some time : taking care to learn from the driv-
ers the time post-chaises were ordered from other -
iuns, &c. He shared very often considerable sums,
which he quickly squandered away in gambling,
drunkenness, and dissipation. At length he lost his
Place, and consequently his knowledge respecting
tiavellers becoming confined, he was obliged him-
self to go on the road. As a highwayman he was
remarkably successful. Of a daring disposition, he
defied danger—and, from his skill in horses, took
care to provide himself with a good one, whereby
he could effect his escape, when others ran every
risk of being taken. Of this we shall mention one
remarkable instance.. Two others and himself
stopped two gentlemen on the Edgware road, and
robbed them; soon after three other gentlemen
coming up, they pursued, and Ferguson’s two
companions were taken, tried, and executed.——
‘When his associates complimented him on his es-
. cape, he triumphantly asserted, that he would gal-
lop a hor.e with any man in the kingdom, and that
he was known among the ¢ gentlemen of the
whip,” by the appellation of ¢ Galloping Dick.’==
‘Through this circumstance he obtained that name
among hi~ companions, which afterwards became
general.  He now indulged himself.in every ex-
cess. His amours were very mumerqus, particu-
larly among those married women he could, by
resents or otherwise, induceto listen to his desires.
¢ prevailed upon 4e wives of two publicans.in

‘ i the



~er——~ .-



EER ORIV

EARLFERRERS

Gl loshad Fots} 20180 405 J oy

o )

eyl



FERRERS. 321

the Borough to elope with him, and carried on se-
veral private intrigues with others, At one of the
last places in which he lived, he was frequently em-
" ployed to drive post-chaises between Hounslow and
- London, and notwithstanding he drove close by his
old companion Abershaw, where he hung in irons,
it had no effect in altering his morals. To follow
him through the various wicked exploits in which
he was afterwards engaged, would far exceed our
limits. He was concerned in a very great number
of robberies committed round the metroplis. At
the time that he lived at different inns, as a post-
chaise driver, he went on the road, and kept up a
connection with almost every infamous character of
the day. He was concerned with Middleton, Haré
per, &c. in the robbery at Brixton Causeway, in
1799, and most of the other robberies committed
on that road. He was repeatedly in- custody at
Bow street, tried at the Old Bailey, but nothing
could be properly brought home. At length he
was apprehended by some patroles belonging: to
Bow-street, thence conveycd to Aylesbury, Bucks, °
and there tried and convicted of a highway rob-’
bery in that county. When he found himself left
for execution, he seriously ‘prepared for his ap-’
proaching end, ind when he came to the fatal tree,’ .
met his aweful fate with a religious resignation. He'
suffered at Aylesbury in 1800, - - !
FERRERS, LAURENCE, EARL (MUR-
‘BERER,) whose family was descended from the
royal blood of the Plantagenets, and had been dis-
tinguished for ages.. One of the family was slain
while fighting on behalf of the crown, at the me-
morable battle of Shrewsbury, in the beginning of
the reign of Henry the Fourth: a circumstance
that is mentioned by the immortal Shlkespe’;‘l‘:’
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The second baronet of this family, Sir Henry
Sbhirley, martied one of the daughters of the famous
earl of Essex, who was behcaded in the reign of
queen Elizabeth ; and Sir Robert Shirley, son of
Sir Henry, died in the Tower, where he was con-
fined by Oliver Cromwell, for his attachment to
the cause of king Charles the First. Sir Robert’s
second son succeeding to his title and estate, Charles
the Second summoned him to parliament by the ti-
tle of lord Ferrers of Chartley, as the descendant
of one of the coheiresses of Robert earl of Essex,
the title having been in abeyance from the death of
the said earl, and the precedency of it as high ss
- the 27th year of Edward the First. In the year
1713, queen Anne created. Robert losd Ferrers vis-

count Tamworth, and «arl Ferrers.  ‘This noble-

man possessed a very large estate, but it was greatly

diminished by making provision for his numerous

family, which consisted of no less than fifteen sons

and twelve daughters, by two wives. The titles

were possessed by the second son of the first earl;

- as he died without having any son, they fell to the
next surviving brother, who was his father’s ninth

son: but as he did not marry, they fell, on his

‘death, to the tenth son, who was father to Lau-
rence earl Ferrers, a man of an unhappy disposi-

tion. Though of clear intellects and acknowledged

abilities when sober, yet an early attachment to

drinking greatly impaired his faculties ; ‘and, when

drunk, his behaviour was that of a madman. He

married the \oungest daughter of Sir William Me-

redith, in the year 3752 ; but b:haved to her with

such, unwarrantable cruelty, that she was obliged

to apply to parliament for redress; the consequence

of which was, that an act passed for allowing her

3 scparate maintenance, to be raised out of his es-

tates.
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tates. . At Derby races, in the year 1758, lord
Ferrers ran his mare against captain M——"'s horse

- for gol. and :was the winner. When the race was

ended;: he spent the evening with some gentlemen,
and in the course of conversation the captain (who

.bad heard that his lordship’s mare was with toal)

proposed, in a jocose manner, to run his horse
against herat the expiration of seven months. Lord -
Ferrers was so affented by this circumstance, which

. he conceived to have arisen from a preconcerted

-

plan to insult him, that he quitted Derby at three
o’clock in the morning, and went immediately to
his gseat at Stanton-Harold, in Leicestershire. He
rang his bell as soon as he awaked, and a servant
attending, he asked if he knew how captain M——
came to be informed his mare was with foal.  The
servant declared that he wasignorant of the matter,
but the j} might have teld it; and the groom
being called; . he denied having given any informa-
tion respecting the matter. Previous to the af-
front presumed to have been given on the precedin

- evening, lord - Ferrers had invited the captain an
- the rest of the company to dine with him as on that

day; but they all'refused their attendance, though
he sent a servant to remind them that they had
promised to come. Lord Ferrers was so enraged at
this disappointment, that he kicked and horse-
whipped his servants, and threw at them such arti-
cles as lay within his reach. Some oysters had been
sent from London, which not proving good, his
lordship directed one of the servants to swear that
the carrier had changed them; but the servant de-.
clining to take such an oath, the ecarl flew into
a rage, stabbed him in the breast with a knife,
cut his head with a candlestick, and kicked him ;n

: 1ac
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the groin with such severity, that he was under the
surgeon’s care for several years afterwards. Lord
Ferrers's brother and his wife paying a visit to him
and his countess at Stanton Harold, some dispute
arose between the parties; and lady Ferrers being
bseut from the room, the earl ran up stairs with a
arge clasp-knife in his hand, and asked a servant
whom he met where his lady was. The man said,
¢ in her own room ;* and, being dirccted to follow
‘him thither, lord Ferrers ordered him to load a
brace of pistols with bullets. This order was com-
plied with: but the servant, apprehensive of mis.
chief, declined priming the pistols, which lord
Fervers discavering, swore at him, asked him for
powder, and primed them himsclf. He then threat-
ened that if he did not immediately go and shoot
his brother the captain, he would blow his brains
out. The srvant hcsitatinﬁ; his lordship pulled
* the trigger of one of the pistols, but it inissed fire,
Heieupon the countess dropped on her knees, and
beggenim to appease his passion; but in return
he swore at her, and threatened her destruction if
she opposed him. The servant now escaped from
the room, and reported what had passed to his lord-
ship's brother, who immediately called his wife
" from her bed, and they left the house, though it
‘was then two o’clock in the morning. The unfor-
tunate Mr. Johnson, who fell a sacrifice to the un-

- goverable passions of lord Ferrers, had been bred
up in the family from his youth, and was distin.
uished for the regular maoner in which he kept
is accounts, and his fidelity as a steward. When
the Jaw had decreed a separate maintenance for
the countess, Mr. Johnson was proposed as re-
ceiver of the tents for her use ; but he declined this,

. i office,
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office, till urged to take it on him by the earl him-
self. It appears that Johnson now stood high in his
lordship’s opinion; but a different scene soon ens
~sued ; for the earl having conceived an opinion that
Johnson had comnbined with the trustees to disapa
point him of a contract for coal-mines, he came to &
resqlution to destroy the honest steward. The earl’s
-displeasure was first'evinced by his sending notice ta
Joknson to quit .a beneficial farm which he held
under him; but Jobuson producing a lease granted
- by the trustees, no farther steps were taken in the
affair, ~After this, lord Ferrers behaved in so affa=
ble a manner to Johnson, that the latter imagined
all thoughts of revenge had subsided ; but, on the
13th of January, 1760, his lordship-called on John-
son, wholived abont half'a mile from his seat, and
bid him come to Stanton between three and four in .
. the afternoon of the Friday following, His lord=
ship's family now consisted of a gentlewoman named
Clifford, . with four of her natural children, three
maid servants, and five men-servants, exclusive of
an old man and 1 boy. After dinner, on the Fri-
" day, lord Ferrers sent all the men-servants out of
the house, and desired Mrs. Clifford to go with the
children to the house of her father, at the distance
of about two miles. Johnson coming to his appoints -
ment, one of the maids let him in, and, after wait-
ing some time, he was adinitted to his lordghip’s
room, and; being ordered 'to kneel down, he was
shot with a-pistol, the ball from which entered his
body just beneath his ribs. Lord Ferrers, alarmed
at the crime he had commit'ed, now called for the
maid-servants, and directed them to put Mr. Joha-
- sonto bed. He likewise sent to Mr: Kirkland, a
- suigeon, who lived at Ashby de la Zouch, two
aF " miles
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miles from his seat. At the request of the wounded
man, a person was also seut for his children. Miss
Johnson, the eldest daughter, soon came, and was
followed by the surgeon, to whom lord Ferrers said,
¢ I intended to have shot him dead, but, since he
is'still alive, you mu-t do what you can for him.”
he surgeon soon found that Johnson had been
mortally wounded ; but, knowing the earl’s fiery
disposition, and dreading similar consequences to
himself, he dissembled the matter, and told him
that there was no danger in the case. Hereupon
- the earl drank himself into a state of intoxication,
and then went to bed ; after which, Mr. Johnson
was sent to his own house in a chair, at two o’clock
- in the morning, and died at nine. Mr. Kirkland,
being convinced that Johnson could not live, pro-
" cured 2 number of persons to secure the murderer.
When they arrived at Stanton Harold, lord Ferrers
was just arisen, aqd in%I towards the stables
with his garters in his hand, but observing
the people, he retired to the house, and shifted
from place to place, so that it was a considerable
time before he was taken. This happened on a
Saturday, and he was conveyed to Ashby de la
Zouch, and confined at the public house till the
Monday following, when the coroner’s jury having
sat on the body, and delivered a'verdict of wilful
murder, his lordship was committed to the gaol of
Leiceseii-iAfter remaining in the above place
about a fortnight, he was conveyed to London in
his own landau. :HMe behaved with the utmost
composure durjng the journey, and being taken
before the house of peers, the verdict of the coro-
ner's jury was read ; on which he was committed to
the Tower. . His lordship’s place of confinement
’ Lo was
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was the round tower, near the draw.bridge. . Two

wardens constantly attended in his room, and one
waited at the door. At the bottom of the stairs
two soldiers were placed, with their bayonets fixed,
and a third was stationed on the draw-bridge ; and
the gates of the tower were shut an hour before
the usual time, on occasion of his imprisonment,
Mis, Clifford now brought her four children to
London, and taking lodgings in Tower-street, she
sent messages. to his lordship several times in the
day, and answers being sent, the communication
became troublesome; so that their messages were
forbid to pass more than once in the day. While
in the Tower, lord Ferrers lived in a regular man-
ner. His breakfast consisted of a muthn, and a
bason of tea, with a spoonful of brandy in it. After
dinner and supper he drank a pint of wine mixed
with water, His behaviour in general was ver
decent, but he sometimes exhibited evident proots
of discomposure of mind. His natural children
were permitted to be with him some time; but
Mors. Clifford was denied admittance, after repeat-
ed applications. Preparations being made for lord
Ferrers” trial, and lord Henley (the chancellor)
being created high steward on the occasion, the
trial came on before the house of peers, in West-
minster-hall, on the 16th of April, 1760.. The
;roof of the fact was sufficiently clear: but lord
errers cfoss-examined the witnesses in such a man-
ner, as gave sufficient proof of the sanity of his
mind,. of which some doubts hud been entertained.
Being found guilty by the unanimous voice of
the peers of Great Britain, the lord high steward
passed sentence that he should be executed on the
axst of April, but his sentence was respited to the

.5th of May. While in the Tower, lord Ferrers

2F 2
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left sixty pounds a year to Mrs. Clifford, a thou-
sand pounds to each of his natural daughters, and
thirteen hundred pounds to the children of Mr.
Johnson ; but this last legacy, which should have
been the first discharged, was never received ! This
unhappy nobleman petitioned to be beheaded with-
in the %owcl": but, as the crime was so atrocious,
the_king refused to mitigate the sentence. A scaf-
fold was erected under the gallows at Tybura, and
covered with black baize ; and a part of this scaf-
fold, on which he was to stand, was raised about -
cighteen inches above the rest.  About nine o’clock
on the morning of execution, the sheriffs attended
at the Tower-gate; and lord Ferrers being told
they were come, requested that he might go in his
own landau, instead of a mourning-coach, which
had been prepared for him. No objection being
* made to this request, he entered the landau, at-
tended by the Rev. Mr. Humpbries, chaplain of
the Tower. His lordship was dressed in a white
suit, richly embroidered with silver, and when he
put it on, he said—¢¢ This is the suit in which I
was married, and in which I will die.”” Mr. She-
riff Vaillant joined them at the Tower-gate, and
taking his seat in the landau, told his lordship -
how disagrecable it was to wait on him on so awe-
an occasion, but that he would endeavour to render
his situation as little irksome as possible. The
Pprocession now moved slowly, through an immense
crowd of spectators.  On their way, lord Ferrers
asked Mr. Vaillant if he had ever seen such a
crowd :” the sheriff replied in the negative; to
which the unhapp peer replied—*¢ I suppose it is
because thiey never saw a lord hanged before.™
‘The chaplain observing that the public would-be
naturally inquisitive about bLis lordship's religious
. opinions #
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. opinions: . he replied—¢¢ That he did not- think
himself accountable to the world for his'sentiments
on religion; but that he always believed in one
God, the maker of all things ; that whatever were
his religious notions, he had never propagated them ;
that all countries had a form of religion, by which
the people weré governed, and whoever disturbed . .
them in it, he considered as an enemy to society =
that he thought lord Bolingbroke ta blame, for. -
permitting his sentiments on religion to be puba
lished to the worid.""—And he made other obser-
vations of a like nature. Respecting'the death of
Mr. Johnson, he said—¢¢ he was under particular
-circumstances, and had met with so’ many crosses
aud vexations, that he scarce knew what he did ;**
but declared that he had no malice against the
unfortunate man. So immense was the crowd, that
it was near three hours before the procession reached
the place of execution; on the way to which, lord
Ferrers desired to stop to have a glass of wine and
water ; but the sheriff observing that it would only
draw a greater crowd about him, he replied—¢¢ that’
is true, by no means stop.”” He likewise observed, -
that the preliminary apparatus of death produced
more terror than death self. At Tyburn he ex-
pressed a wish to take a final lave of Mrs, Clif-
ford ; but the Sheriff advised him to decline it, as
it would disarm him of the fortitude he possessed :
to which he answered—¢¢ If you,. sir, think I am
wrong, I submit:" after which he gave the sheriff
a pocket-book, containing a bank-note, with a
ring, and a purse of guineas, which were after-
wards delivered to the unhappy woman. The pro-
cession was attended by a paity of horse-grenadiers
and foot-guards, aud at the place of execution was
met by another party of horse, which formed a
2F3 circle’
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circle reund the gallows. His lordship walked up
the steps of the scaffolil with great composure, and
having joined with the chaplain in repeating the
Lord’s prayer, which he called a fine composition,
he spoke the following wordswith great fervency—
* O God, forgive me all my errars! . pardom all
my sins!** He then presented his watch to Mr.
Vaillant, and gave five guineas to the assistant of
- the executioner, by mistake, instead of giving them
to himself. The master demanding the money, a
dispute arose between the parties, which might
have discomposed the dying man, had not the she-
1iff exerted his authority to put anend to it. The
exccutioner now proceeding to do his duty, lord
Ferrer's neckcloth was taken off, a white cap,
which be had brought in his pocket, put on his
head, his arms secured with a black sash, and the
halter put round his neck. He then ascended the
raised part of the scaffold, and the cap being pulled
over his face, the sheriff gave a signal, on which
the raised scaffold was struck, and remained level
with the rest.  After hanging an hour and five
minutes, the body was received. in a coffin lined
with white satin, and conveyed to Surgeon’s-hall,
where an incision was made from the neck to the
bottom of the breast, and the bowels were taken
out ; on inspection of which, the surgeons declared -
that they had never beheld greater signs of long -
life in any subject which had come under theirno.
tice. His lordship’s hat and the halter lay near his
feet in the coffin, on the lid of which were these
words—*¢ Laurence Earl Ferrers, suffcred May s, -
3760.” * After the body had remained some time
at Surgeon's hall, for public inspection, it was de-
livered to his fiiends for interment. But it would
be unjust to his memory, not to mention that, d_ur-

ing -
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Ing his'imprisonment, he had made pécuniary re-
compence to several persons whom he had injured,
during the extravagance of those passions to which
he was unhappily subject.

FIELD, WILLIAM, (HIGHWAYMAN,) was
an accomplice of the potorious Hawke, (see

HAwkE) and went by a variety .of names, partie

cularly that of GREEN. Not having learnt any
trade, he entered into the service of a gentleman,
with whom he lived three years, but was at length
discharged on-account of his character. However,
he got another place, through a false recommen-
dation ; but his extravagance and ill hours induced
this master likewise to discharge him. Being re-

duced to great poverty, he resolved on commenc- -

ing highwayman ; and, having hired horses at li-
very-stables, he committed such a variety of rob-

beries, that he soon became the subject of public

conversation. ‘The money he acquired by his law-
less depredations, he squandered among men and
women of abandoned character. At length he was
taken by the officers of justice, who carried him
 before a magistrate, by whom he was committed

to Newgate. He was tried at the next sessions at ~

the Old Bailey : when the prosecutor gave his tes-
timon{' against him in so favourable a manner, that
though the jury found him guilty, they recom-
mended him to the royal mercy; the consequence

Sheediagy that he was reprieved for transportation in the

year 1770. On bis arsival in North America he
was sold as a slave, but soon finding means to es-
cape with other slaves to New-York, they embark-
ed on board a vessel bound for Pool, and landed
in England. Field hastening to London, engaged
with Hawke in the practice of robbing on the

" highway,
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highway, and making large booties, he assume]
the character of a gentleman; when, courting 2
girl who lived servant with a man of fortune, she
eonsented to accept him for a husband. .For som¢
months after his marriage, he committed highway
robberies about twice a week ; but his wifg had no
suspicion of the life he led, conceiving him to bea
man in good circumstances. It is said, that in
five months he collected 10,000l. in bills of ex-
ehange and cash. He frequently committed four
or five robberies on a night, sometimes on Finch-
ley Common, and often on Shootet’s-hill, Black-
heath, and other places in that neighbourhood;
when once, being closely pursued, he effected a dif-
- ficult escape to town. After this he frequented
Patney Common .and its adjacencies, whence he
brought considerable bootics to London. Field,
Hawke, ‘and another, having robbed some coach-
es, dined and made merry at a public-house at
Barnes, and staying till it was near night, they
crossed Kew Bridge, and went to Acton, where
they slept, being afraid of coming to London.—
Notice having been given at Sir John Fielding's
office, persons were sent out on different roads, and
the offenders heing taken, were conveyed, hand-
cuffed, to Tothill-ficlds Bridewell. On a subse
quent day they were examined, and a great num-
ber of robberies being sworn against Hawke and
Field, they were remanded to prison, whence the
former -made his escape in a few days. Though
Field had returned from transportation, it was
thouﬁht proper to indict him at the Surrey assizes
for the subsequent robberies, when he would have
pleaded guilty ; but Lord Chief Baron Smythe ad-
vised him to put himself on his t1ial; and the jury
. : having
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having given a verdict against him, the judge pro-
nounced sentence, after addressing him' in the most
athetic manner. Being conveyed to the New Gaol
in Southwark, he was attended by the Rev. Mr,
Dyer, to whom he acknowledged that the robbe-
ries he had been charged with were far short of
those he had committed, and appeared very peni-
tent for his crimes. At the place of execution, he
warned young people to-avoid bad company, as it
was the certain road to destruction. He suffered
at Kennington Common, September 1, 1778, See
PoULTER, &c. : ’
FISHER, MARGARET, (FELON,) was in-
dicted at the Old Bailey, in Sept. 31722, for pri-
vately stealing thirteen guineas f‘:om the person of
Dan. M¢Donald, who gave his evidence in the fol-
Jowing singular manner :— ‘

“¢¢ And leek yer loardship, I had just taken my -
wages, thirteen guineas in goud, and was gawn
alang King-strate, in Wasmanster, when I mat
wi' this fow quean at the bare, and she speird
where I' was gawn; I taud her hame. She said
gen I wad ga wi' hur tull Joanny Davis’s hoose,
she wad gi’ me a drame, sir, for, in troth, she
tuck me fora poor gawkey, boss headed chiel, and
leek yer loardship.  $a she tuck haud o*my haind,
and lad me¢ a gat I kenna’ reet weel. And when
we came tull Joanny Davis's hoose, she caud for
muckle beer and braindy, and gerd me as bung as
a swobe, and leck yer hoanour. I staid there wi®
her a pratty while; and thane, sir, I'pit my haind
intull my bricks, to feel for money to pay the rac~

- koning ; but the deel a bawbie could I find, for it
was aw tint And when I speird abour it, they -
glowred, and taud me, gen 1 wanna’ tack myscif

: awaw,
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awaw, they wad gar me ga, wi’ a deel to me ; and
sa sir, they dang me su’ sair, and turned me ootat
the back door, intull the strate, and I rambled
ahoot, and cou’ na’ find the hoose agen : and the
watchmen met wi’ me, and carried me intull the
roond hoose. And there I taud "em hoo I had
been roabed. The neist moarning I gade and
food oot Joanny Davis’s hoose, but she was rin

away and the prasoner too. But at neet, about
" saven a cloke, T mat wi' this ampudent betch at
the bare, and tuck her up. I ken weel enuh that
she mus: ha’ my goud, for na saul alse was wi' me
but Joanny Davis, wha brote what we cawd for.
Let her dence it an she can. Somebody (but [
kenna’ whaw it was) offered me sax guineas in
my haind to make the matter up, but I wanna’
tack it.*

_ In her defence the prisoncr alledged, that meet-
mi with a coachman and the prosecutor, the former
asked her te drink; on which they went to the
house of Mrs. Davis; but that she sat on the op-
:ositc side of the room that the prosecutor did, and

ad not robbed him; and that nothing was found
upon her when she was searched. e jury got
believing her allegations, and the prisoner having
no persons to appear in behalf of ﬁer character ®,
she was found guilty, and received sentence of
death, Having, -however, pleaded pregnancy,

which

® In circumstantial evidence, a good character
has great weight with the jury ; and, doubtless, this
woman would have been acquitted, had auy one
appeared in her behalf. The want of character,
thereforg,
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/ .
which was confirmed by a jury of mat'?/ns, she
had the good fortune to be respitcd, afd after-
wards pardoned. ‘

FITZGERALD, ROBERT. See Powkwr,

OHN. )
FLOOD, MATTHEW. Ste Oaky, RicH-
ARD. ! :
FOLLARD, JOHN. Sece WiLD, JONATHAR.
" FONTAINE, Capt. PETER DE LA, (Fg-
4.0N,) was a Frenchman by birth, and nobly de-
scended, who received a military education, and
served at the siege of Phillipsburgh under the duke
of Berwick. The campaign being ended, he went
to Paris, where a gentleman invited him to spend
some time at his country seat, when he fell in love
with his daughter, who wished to marry him; but
the father, interposing, she eloped with her lover,
and they lived a considerable time as married peo-
fk at Rouen. On their return to Paris, the young
ady lodged in a convent; but de la Fontaine ap«
gearing in public, some officers of justice, seeing
im in a coffee-house, told him they had the king’s
warrant for apprehending him: on which he
wounded two of them with his sword; notwith-
standing which, he was seized and lodged in pri.
- sonm.  On this he wrote to the young lady, telling
her he was ‘obliged to go into the country on wur-
ent business, but would soon return; and, hav--
ing made interest with the Jaughter of the keeper
o

therefore, in some respects, condemns a person ;
but when the evidence is ¢lear, the character of a
prisaner, though ever so goad, is unavailing, ex-,
cept recommending the culprit to royal mercy.  Sce
Desearp, &c- . Epiror.
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of the prison, ‘she let him out occasionally to visit
his mistress. Being brought to trial for running
away with an heivess, he would have been capitally
convicted, agreeable to the then laws of France,
but that the young lady voluntarily swore that she
went off with him by her own consent; however,
soon after his acquittal, she was seized with the
pains of labour, aBd died in child-bed : hereupon
de la Fontaine went again into the army, and be-
haved so bravely at the battle near Kale, that the
duke of Berwick rewarded his courage with the
commission of lieutcnant of grenadiers. A young
lady of Strashurgh, who had fallen in love with
him at Paris, before his former connexion, now
obtained a pass from the marshal de Belleisle, and
being introduced to the duke of Berwick, told
him she wished to see de la’ Fontaine; and the
duke, judging «f the cause, ordered her to be con-
ducted to him. On the following day she went to
the duke, dressed ih'men’s clothes, and entered as
a volunteer in the same regiment wsith de la Fon-
taine, She went through the regular duties of a
soldier, and reposed in the same tent with her pa-
ramour: but in the winter following the campaign
she died of the small-pox, leaving a part of her
" fortune to her lover. The duke of Berwick hav-
ing been killed at the siege of Phillipsburgh, de
la Fontaine made the tour of Europe; but return-
ing to Paris, he fought a duel with an officer, who
being dangerously wounded, Fontaine repaired to
Brest, and embarked as lieutenant of marines on
board a vessel bound fer Martinico: but the ship
having been taken by a.Turkish corsair, and car-
ried to Constantinople, he was there confined in
a dunge'on, and had only bread and water for his
_sustenance. While in this situation he was vis_it;d
S a « : _ by

%
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by another prisoner, who had more liberty than
,]umsclf, and who advised him, as the French con-
sul was then absent, to apply to a Scotch nobleman’
in the city, who was distinguished for his humane
and generous feelings. Le la Fontaine having |
Jprocured pen, ink, and paper, with a tinder-box . .
to strike a light, (all by the friendship of his fel.
Jow-prisoner) sent a letter to the Nobleman, who
had no sooner read it, than he hurried to the cell, to
-visit the unfortunate prisoner. Haying promised
his interest to procure his enlargement, he went to
- the Grand Vizier, and pleaded his cause so cffectu-
_ ally, that de la Fontaine was released, and went im-
mediately to thank the Vizier, who wished him
happy, and presented him with a sum of money.
Hence our adventurer-sailed to Amsterdam, where
having a criminal connexion with a lady, who be-
came pregnant, he embarked for the Dutch séttle~
_ment of Curassoe ; but finding the place unhealthy,
_he obtained the Governor’s perinission to go to Su-
rinam, and continued above five yearson that island,
—While in this place the governor invited him to a
-ball, where one of the company was a widow lady of
1ank, of whom he determined, if possible, to make
- a conquest ; nor did he Jong fail of an oppoitunity,
for, dining with her at the governor’s house, they .
soon became very intimately acquainted. The
. consequence of their sociability was a residence ag
husband and wife; and four children were the
fruits of the connexion, three of whom died, bue
the other, a boy, was educated by the governor of
the island. Other officers Having addressed the
same lady, de la Fontaine was occasionally inyolved
in difficulties on her account.. One of these officers
having traduced him in his absencs, Fentaine, on
. 26 - meeting
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meeting him, bade him draw his sword, but the
other refused; on. which he struck him with his
cane, and cut off oneof his ears. On this he was
seized, tried by a court-martial, but acquitted ;
and the officer degraded, om account of the prove-
cation he had given : from this time de la Fontaine
was treated with unusval marksof civility. He still
fived on the best terms with the lady, and their
affection appeared to be reciprocal, The governoc
bestowed on him a considerable tract of land, whick
he cultivated to great advamtage; but the malice
of his enemies was so restless, that they prevailed on
one of his negro servants to mix pcison in his food.
Unsuspecting any villainy, he swallowed the poison,
the consequence of which was, that he - languished
several months; and the lady, affected by bis situ-
ation, gave way to melanchaly, which brought os
a consumption, that depsived her of life. After
her death, de {a Fontainc obtained the governar's
permission to return to Europe ; and lived for some
time in a splendid manner ar Amsterdam ; hut at-
_ length determined to embark for Edgland.  On his
arrival in London, he took elegant lodgings, lived
in the stile of a gentleman, and made several gay
connexions. Among his acquaintamce was Zan-
wicr, a Venetian, who had been obliged to quit his
own country on account of his irregularities. This
man possessed such an artful address, that de la
Fontaine made him atall times welcome to his table,
and admitted him to a considerable share of kis
confidence. Zannier soon improved this advan-
tage; for, contriving a scheme with an attorney
and bailiff, he pretended to have been arrested for
gool. and prevailed on his new friend to bail him,
on the assurance that he had a good estate in Ire-
e ' Jand, -

4
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Iand, and would pay ‘the money before the return
of the writ; but when the term arrived, de la Fon-
taine was compelled to discharge the debt, as Zan-
nics did not appear. At this time theve having -
been a grand procession of free-masons, he dressed
himself in a superb taste, and his chariot being the
most elegant of any in the piocession, he was parti-
culasly noticed by the spectators.  Among the rest,
the daughter of an alderman had her curiosity so
much excited, that she caused enquiry to be made
who he was, and on- the following day sent him a
letter, intimating that she shoukd be at a ball at
Richmond, where he might have an opportunity of
dancing with her. De la Fontaine did not hesitate.
to comply; and when the ball was ended he re-
ceived an invitation to dine with the young lady on
the ensuipg day, at her father's house. He at< °
tended accerdingly ; but the father having learnt
“his charactéer, insisted that he should decline his
visits, which put an end to all his hopes from that
quarter. His circumstances being now greatly re-
duced, he resolved, if possible, to repair them by
“marriage; and was soon afterwards wedded to a
., widow of ‘considerable fortune ; but his taste for
extravagance rendered this fortune unequal to his
support; nor was his conduct to his wite by any-
means generous., Soon after this union he was at
the Lord Mayor’s ball, where he made an acquaint-
ance with the wife of a tradesman, which ended in
a criminal connexion. The parties frequently met
at taverns and bagnios ; and de la Fontaine having
written to the lady, appointing her to meet him at
a tavern, the letter fell into the hands of her hus-
ban_d, who communicated the contents to her bro-
. ther; whereupon the letter was scaled up, and de-
- 2G 2 - livered
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livered according to its address. The brothers
agreed to go to the tavern, where they told the
waiter to shew any lady to them who might enquire
for de la Fontaine. In ashort thne the lady came,
. and was astonished to be introduced to her brother
and husband; but- the latter was so affected, that
he promised a full remission of all that was past, on
her promise of future fidelity. These generous
terms she rejected with.contempt, and immediately
* Jeft the room. De la Fontaine being acquainted
with this circumstance, was oppressed: with a sense
of the husband's generous behaviour, and advised
the lady to retarn to her duty. - At first she insult-
ed him for his advice, bot at length thought pro-
per to comply with.it- Haying now scen his own
eonduct in an unfavourable light, he went into the
country with his wife for some time, to avoid his
old associates, and when he rerurned to London, de-
termined to abandon hi» former course of life.  Un-
fortunately, however, he had not Jong formed this

resolution, when Zannier went to him, begging his |
. forgiveness for obliging him to pay the dcbt. De
‘Ja Fontaine too easify complied with his reguest, and
once more considered him as a friend. They went
together to a tavern,where they mct with a woman,
whom Fontaine had formerly known, and a man
who was dressed in black.. While de la Fontaine
- was conversing with the woman, the stranger (who
afterwards appeared to be a Fleet paison) read the
marriage ceremony from a book which he held in
his hand ; and the next weck de Ja Fontaine was
apprehended on a charge of bigamy, and committed
for trial at-the Okt Ba#ey. The villain Zannice
visiting him in Newgate, de la Fontaine was »0 en-
raged at his perfidy, thar he beat him through the
press-



FRANEIS.—FRANKLIN. 41

- pressyard with a broomstick with such severity,
that the turnkey was obliged to interpose to pre.
vent murder. In revenge of this, Zannier swore

* that de la Fontaine had been guilty of forgery, in
imitating the: hand-writing of a gentleman named
Parry : in consequence of which de la Fontaine was
brought to his trial, and capitally convicted ;

. though 2 gentleman swore that the writing resem-
bled that of Zannier. He received sentence of
death, and was ordered for execution ; and after re-
peated respites for five years, he was transported im
-September, 1752,

FRANCIS, JOHN. See Desparp, E. M.

‘FRANKLIN, ROBERT, (FORGERY,) was. a
genteel young'man, born in Holborn, of very re-
spectable parents, who gave him an education suit«
able to his expectations in life. At the age of fif-
teen, he was apprenticed to an eminent merchant in
the city, with whom he remained till his time had
cx‘gired : his master and he had frequent quar- -
reks about keeping late hours, the former seriously
expatiating on the evil tendency of his conduct, but
without effect. When his apprenticeship was com-
pleted, he went and lived with his parents. In this
situation he bridled his passions for some time, but
at length they broke out again; however, by the
tender persuasions of an affectionate mother’ they
wese kept within bounds. One fatal Sunday even-
ing, he accidentally met with au old comganion,
who insisted on his accompanying him to see a fas
vourite mistress. Franklin unfortunately consent-
ed ; and they went to St. George’s Fields, whero

they drank tea, and afterwards visited the Apollo -

. Gardens.  Here Franklin, whose heart  was very
* easily caught, beheld, and instantaneously admired,’
: 263 : the
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the beautiful, but peifidions Mary Jonies; he re-

uested her 1o be seated, to which she readily as-
sented, and they soon afterwards went home toge-
ther. By her persuasions he immediately left his
parents, and lived with ler,. in every extravagance,
as long s he could obtrin money, which he pro-
cured from every person who would trust him 5 but
that failing, he took the fatal re<olution of farging
Bank notes. Struck with horror at his situation,
he applied to his friends to procure him a place
in the navy, which they did ; and he soon after left
his fair decoyer, to go on board the Hydra frigate:
Here, perhaps, the uvnfortunate Franklin might
have avoided his fate ; but he received a letrer from
Mary Jones, stating, that his departure had such
an effect on her, as to occasion.a violent di:o-dery
of which she then lay without friends or money, in
Middlesex Hospital ; and that, ‘ax she had aban-
doned all the world for him, the hoped he wouid
not now farsake her. In this snare Franklin was
caught : he procured leave of absence for. some
time, and immediately returned totewn. He went
to Charles-street, Middlesex Hospita!, to a Misw
- Dixon, an acquaintance of Mary Jones's, whose secie.
vant he sent out to get change for a forged ren
pound note, which sbe obtained of Mr. Kearse, the
One Tun, in Goodge street,  When he got the
ehange, he left with Miss Dixon, for her to give to
Mary Jones, a two pound Rote, one shiiling, and
twoe sixpences. After passing this note, he again
Jefit town to, join the Hydra trigate, which then fay
at the Nore. On his way thither he slept at the
Geurge Inn, Rochester. His behaviour ~here
caued some suspicion, and made him be particu<d
larly noticed by one J. North, a waiter ; he went

o . te
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to bed intoxicated, and complained next day of
being robbed of upwards of forty pounds. It seems
he had been robhed by two men, who went off
immediately for London ; the notes being forged,
they were stopped in attempting to pass them ; a€
Bow-strect they. confessed how they came by them,
In consequence Lavender and Rivet went to Ro-
chester, and traced Franklin on board the Hydra,
from whence they brought him to London.” He
had in his possessiodf, when taken, fonr hundred
and fifty pounds in notes and cash. He was tried
in December sessions, 1797, convicted, and received
sentence of death. At the time of his execution he
appeared very penitent, and met his fate with a
becoming resignation. He suffered on the 24th of
January, 1798, aged 29. His body was taken
away in a hearse to an Undertaker’s in Alders-
gate-street, ’ !

G.
GARDELLE, THEODORE, (MURDERER,)

was a native of Geneva: having received an uni-
vensity cducation, he went to Paris, where he
studied miniature-painting, and having made a great
proficiency in the art, returned to Geneva, where he

married, and carried on his business for some years;
byt not being happy in his domestic connexions, he
¢ame to London, and lodged with Mrs. King in
Leicester-fields, Some time afterwards he removed
to Knightsbridge; but finding that place inconve-
nient for his husiness, he returned to town, and took
i:gsgcssion of his former lodgings. 'On the 19th of
¢bruary, 1761, Mrs. King’s maid-servant opened
the doors of her parlour, and being ordered by her
) mistress
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mistress to make a fire, she afterwards went te
Gardelle’s room, and found him employed. He
now gave her two letters to carry to the Haymarket
and a guinea to change, to buy a pennyworth of
spuff; but returning to her mistress, she ordered her
not to go, as there was no one to give an answer at
the door. This the girl told to Gardelle, who °
came down into the parlour to give attendance if
any one should call, "When the maid was gone ont,
Mrs. King hearing him walking in the room, cal-
led out, ¢¢ Who is there2** At this instant Gar-
delle had just sat down to read ; but she called
him, and saying some harsh things to him, he told
her she was an impertinent woman, on which she
struck him a violent blow on the left side, and he
gave her a push, as if he despised her ; but, as she
was retreating, her foot hitched in the floor-clothy
she fell, and her head struck against the bed-post
with great force. He professed his sorrow for
what had happened, and, observing the blood
gushing from ber mouth, attempted to lift her up,
and stop the bieeding ; but she threatened to have
him punished, and continuing these threats, he
became 0 enraged, that he seized an ivory comb,
which had a long sharp-pointed handle, and’ vowed
her destruction, unless she desisted from her threats.
The woman, howcver, persevered in her menaces,
and at length, in the heat of passion, he pushed *
the handle of the comb into her throat, which killed
her; and then he covered her with the bed - clothes..
Terrified himself at the fatal blow, he fainted
away ; and, on his recovery, fouind the maid-ser-
vant in the front parlour, just returned with his
snuff. The girl now called her mistress, but noe

. being answered, she got her own breakfast, and

then went to clean and adjust Gardelle’s apartment ;.
: while

~
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while she was so doing, she observed him come
down from the garret, which she wondered ai, as

she knew not any business he could have in that

part of the house; and she remarked that he had
changed his diess, and seemed unusually agitated,
He now sent her with a Jetter to Suffolk-street, and
on her return told her, that her mistress was gone
out in a coach with a gentleman. ' The maid,
knowing that she-had not been absent long enough
for her mistress to dress herself, did not credit this
story; bsut presumed that she and Gardelle had been
very intimate in her absence; Mrs. King not havhﬁ
Been a woman of unblemished reputation.
gentleman, named Wright, having lodged on the
first floor, but gome into the country for the benefit
of the air, his servant came at one o’clock, and
ordered preparation to be made for his return in the
evening. n.the interim, the maid thought that her
mistress continued in bed, being ashamed to appear
after her supposed commerce with Gardelle. The
wretched man went frequently up and down stairs
till three in the aftemoon, when he again sent the
girl to Suffolk-street, and during her absence re-’
solved, if possible, to discharge her from_the family,
to prevent a discovery of the murder. As the
gifl could not write, and Gardelle knew not enough
of English to draw up a receipt, he wrote to a Mr.
Brocket, to write a proper receipt to which the girl
might affix her mark. This gentleman asked, if
she knew that Gardelle was authorized to discharge
her,  Shé answered in the negative; but Brocket
told ber, he wrote word that he had such authority;-
that Mrs, King was gone out, and when she -re-
tusned would bring another servant.  The girl
thought that the true reason of her dismissal w;s
the

’
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the intimacy between her mistress and Gardelle;
and soon after her return the latter paid her her
‘wages, gave her a gratuity, and took her recei
which Mr. Brocket had written. Meeting Mr.
Wright's servant as she was going out, she told
jnixn, if he would wait a little, he might probably
scg her mistress, who had been in bed the whole
day; but the man declining to wait, Gardelle was
left alone. Hervupon he went to Mrs. King's
chamber, stripped the body, and laid it on the
bed. Her bloody shift he hid in a bag, uuder his .
own bhed ; and locked his own shirt, which was like-
wise bloody, in a drawer. ‘I'ke bed-clothes being
stained, he left them to soak in a tub of water.
Mr. Wright'. servant returning, said his mastet
bad procured other lodgings, but himself slept ia
the garret, as it was not convenient to remove his
effects.  On his asking for Mrs, King next morne-
ing, Gardelle said she was gone out, and told him -
she was not come home, when he made ‘a similaren-
quiry in, the evening. On the Saturday, two days
after the murdet, 2 gentleman named Mozier, whe
had been intimate both with Gardelle and Mrs.
King, called at the house for the latter to go with
him to the opera,. according to promise. The
answer Gardelle gave was, tnat she had suddenly
gone to Bristol or Bath: the other, however, ob-
serving that he seemed out of humour, and attribu- .
ting it to her absence, sent a girl of the town to’
keep him company. Gardelle did not seem pleased
- with her sudden visit, but said he had some shirts
to mend, which she promised to begin on the Mon«
day following. In the interim, the body remained
as he had lett it on the Thursday night, for he had -
Rot gone near it since ; but now, anxious to conceal -
: his
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Bis crime, he left hig bed, and went down stairs:
Bowever, being followed by the girl, he was obliged
to desist for the present. = He arose soon after seven -
. the next moming, leaving the girl in bed, who did
not come down till after ten, and then she tound
him lighting 3 fire. How he had employed him-
-self in the mean time can only be conjectured. Af-
“ter breakfast he sent the girl fora charwoman,whom
she brought in the afternoon.: On the Monda
morning Gardelle instructed this charwoman to tell
Mr. Wright’s footman, that the girl in the house
had beensent by Mis. King, to look after it in her
absence : but the footman paid no credit to this
tale, as he had seen Gardelle and the girl in bed to- -
gether.  This footman, whose name was Pelsey, re- .
peatedly enquired for Mrs. King, and Gardelle as
repeatedly said she was gone to Bath or Bristol 5
but without being credited. Peliey going up stairs
on, Tuesddy, remarked a disagreeable smell, and
asking Gardclle what it was, he answered the burn-
ing of a bone, which was partly ‘truc; for the
. wretch had been burning the bohesof the murdered
woman in the garret. After Pelsey was asleep at
night, Gardelle sent his girl to bed, and then cut”
Mrs. King's body in pieces. The flesh which he
cut from the bones he. secreted in the cock-loft, and
threw the bowels into the vault. Own the Wednese
day evening he dismissed his girl, telting her that
Mrs. King was to return. that night. The foot-
man and charwoman still remained in the house,
and the water failing in the cistern; the latter went
to the water-tub in the back kitchen, in which she
felt something soft, and mentioned this to Pelsey 3
_but there was yct'no suspicion of murder: however,
the following day the bed-clothes which Gardelle
had thrown oves Mrs. ‘King's body, were found ll:
“ v . t

y
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the water-tub. Hereupen Pelsey found the maid
servant whom Ganieile bad dincharged ; and shedee
aying the baving put any such clothes into the
tub, the footman toid his master what he saspected;
and Mr. Baron, an apothecary, beiag applied to,
went to the house, and askimg for Mrx King,
Gardelle told bim the same story he bad told the
others. The late servant-maid being examined be-
fore Sir Jobn Ficliing on the Satorday, 2 wasrant
was issued to take Ganlelie into castody, and Mr.
Ba:on attendcd the serving i, Gardelle denied the
murder, and fefl into fits ; but soon recovering, they
_demanded the key of Mn. King’s chamber, but
be said she bad it with ber in the country.  On this
the constable got in at the window, and let Mi.
Barcn and others into the room. O examination,
they found the bed bioco y; aml then going up
stairs, they discovered the bloody linen which had

been secreted by Gardelle.  Hereupon be was car- -
ried before Justice Ficlding ; but, not giving direct
answers to the quetions asked bhim; was committed
for farther cxamination. In the meantime a brick-
layer and carpenter were directed to scarch the
house, and they found the ilesh of 2 human body in
the loft, and the boweis in the vauit: they likewise
obscived some burrt bones in the garret, where it
was evident 3 fire had been made. A genticmanm
had received a box from Gardelle, on the Thurwday
before e was: taken iuto custedy, with aa injurc-
tion to keep it safely; but opening it, when he
heard he was apprehended, it was found to contain
Mrs. King's watch, and other articles. While
Gardelle was in New Prison, he tuok opium, with
an intent to destroy bimscli'; but the strength of
his constitution counteracting the poison, he begged
te be cartied heforc a magistrate, to make a full
a con-
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confession, ‘This the justice heard, but would not
Kefmit him to sign it as evidence against himself;
e was then re-cominitted for trial: and after thjs he
swallowed a number of halfpence, in order to de-
stroy himself, but this did not answer the end. He
was brought to trial at the Old Bailey, on the 2d
of April, and capitally convicted. His behaviour
at first was outrageous, but the next day he was
- more resigned. He said it was with the utmost
horror that he associated with the woman that Mo-
zier had sent to him, but was afraid to dismiss her,
lest a surinise of bis guilt should arise; and when
asked why he bad not escaped abroad after com-
mitting tie murder, he said it was for fear that
some innocent person might be charged with it. He
.was conveyed to the place of execution in a: cart,
which stopped a while near the spot where he.com-
mitted the murder.  He suffered in the Haymarket,
April 4, 1761, amidst an imdense crowd of spec-
tators, who testified their jO{ at his exit_in a ‘man-

- ner too turbuleat for so solemn an occasion. He
was afterwards hung in chains on Hounslow Heath.
GARDINER,STEPHEN,(HOUSE-BREAKER )y
was born in Moarfields, of poor parents, who put
him apprentice to a weaver, but his behaviour soon
became so bad, that his master was obliged to cor-
rect him severely; on which he ran away, and as-
sociated with idle boys in the streets, and then was
driven home through mere hunger. His friends
now determined to send him to sea, and put him
on board a corn vessel, the master of which traded
to France and Holland. Being an indolent and
uscless hand on board, he was treated so roughly
~ by his shipmates, that he grew heartily tired of a
sea-faring life: and, on his return trom the first

Z H : voyages,
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voyage, he promised the utmost obedience, if his
friends would permit him to remain at home. This
was readily complied with, in the hope of hix refor-
mation, and he was now put to a waterman ; bat
being impatient of restraint, he soon quitted his
service, and engaged with dissolute fellows in the
neighbourhood of Moorfields, with whom he played
‘at cards, dice, &c. till he was stripped of what
little money he had, and then commenced pick-
pocket. His first'attempt was at Guildhall, dur-
ing the drawing of the lottery, when he took a wig
out of a man’s pocket ; but though he was detected
in the offence, the humanity of the' surrounding
multitude permitted his escape. This circumstance
encouraged him to continue his practice, and about
a month afterwards he was detected in picking an-
ather pocket, and notwithstanding his protestations
of innocence, underwent the discipline of the horse-
pond. He was now determined to give over a
business which was necessarily attended. with so
much hazard, and afforded so little prospect of ad-
vantage ; but soon afterwards he became acquainted
with two notorious housebreakers, named Garra-
way and Sly, who offered to take him as partners
but he rejected their proposals; “however, one night,
when he had lost all his money and most of his
clothes, at caids, he went to his new acquaintance,
and agreed to be concerned in their illicit practices.
Garraway proposed that they should rob his own
brother, which being immediately ageed ta, thcy
broke open his house, and stole most of his and his
wife"s wearing apparel, which they sold, and spent
the mouney in extravagance. They in the next
place robbed Garraway’s uncle of a considerabls
quantity af plate, wbich they sold to a woman
D : pamed
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named Gill, who disposed of the plate, but never
accounted to them for the produce. Gardiner,
provoked at heing thus defrauded of his share of
the ill gotten booty, informed Jonathan Wild of the
robbery, who got Kim admitted an evidence against
the other men, who were convicted, but respited,
" on condition of being transported. Having now
become acquainted with one Rice Jones, they
agreed to go together on the passing lay, an artifice
practised in those times, and was thus accomplish.
ed :—one of the rogues takes a countryman into a
public-house, under pretence of pleasure or busi-

ness ; then his accomplice comes in as a stranger, .
and in a little time finds a pack of cards, which his
companion had designedly laid on the shelf in the
-room: on which the two sharpers begin to play.
Atlength one of them offers a wager on the gane,
and puts down his money. The other shows his
cards to-the countryman, to convince him that he
must certainly win, and offers to let him.go halves
in the wager; but soon after the countryman has
laid down his money, the sharpers manage the
the matter so as to pass off with it.—This mode of
tricking was afterwards inproved, for the sharpers
Fcnera ly gamed with the countryman till he had
ost all his money. In this practice our adventurers
were very successful at different places, particularly
at Bristol'; but in this last place Jones bilked Gar-
diner, for having detrauded a country-gentle-
man of a ggld watch and chain, a suit of laced

clothes, and about a hundred guineas, he gave no .
share of the booty to Gardiner. This induced the
latter to_ think of revenge; he disguised his senti-
ments, and they went together to Bath, where
they remained some time, and then proceeded on
their journey ; but in the morning on which they
2H2 set
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sct out, Gardiner stole an iron pestle from the inn
where they lay, and concealed it in his boot, with
-an intention of murdering his companion when they
should come into an unfrequented place. On their
journey Gardiner generaliy kept behind Jones, and
twice took out the pestle in order to perpetrate the
murder: but his resolution failing him, he atdength
dropped it in the road, unperceived by his compa-

. nion. In a few days afrerwards these comrades -

in iniquity parted, and soon after Gardiner broke
open a house between Abergavenny and Mon-
mouth ; but finding no moncy, he took only a
g. wn, with which he rode off.” Soon after his ar-
tival in' London, he robbed a house on Addle-hill,
and then broke open the house of Mrs. Roberts,
and carried off linen to the amount of twenty-five
R(]mnds. In this robbery he¢ was assisted by John
artin, and both the offenders being soon after-
wards taken into custody, were brought to trial,
capitally convicted, and received sentence of death;
but Martin was afterwards reprieved, on condition
of transportation for fourteen years. After sen-
tence of death, Garliner became as sincere a peni-
tent as he had been a notorious offender. He re-
signed himself to his fate wi h the utmost submis-
sion ; and, before he quitted Newgate on the day
of execution, he dressed himself in a shroud, in
which he was executed, refusing to wear any other
clothes, though the weather was intensely cold. At
the fatal tree he saw some of his old companions,
whom he desired to take warning from his calami-
tous fate; to avoid bad company, aud-embrace a
life of sobricty, as the most certain road to happi-
ness in this world and the next. . He suffered at

Tyburn, on the 3d of February, 1724.

GARRAWAY.——Sec GARDSNER, S.

GIBSON,
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GIBSON, JAMES, (FORGERY,) having re-
ceived a liberal education, was articled to an ate
torney of eminence, with whom he served his time,
with credit to himself and satisfaction to his em-

. ployer ; and, when his clerkship was ended, he
engaged in business on his awn account, ‘and was
acknowledged an excellent attorney. In the earl
part of life he had married a young lady, with
"whom he received a genteel fortune; and by whom
he had five children, all living at the time of his
death. Notwithstanding these tender pledges of
his love, he deserted his wife and family for the
embraces of a mistress, who had been kept by a
Scotch nohleman; leaving them to suffer the ex-
tremes of want, while he was enjoying the luxuries
of life. " His skill as a lawyer being indisputable,
Mr. Francis, deputy solicitor to the tréasury, took-
him iuto partnership; and for a considerable
time he behaved with a degree of fidelity that did
ample justice to the choice that had been made.
Mr. Francis’s business was of a very extensive na-
ture, and was principally transacted by Gibson,
who gave proof of the most consummate abilities in
his profession.” Not simply that of the treasury,
but a variety of other concerns, were committed to
the care of Mr. Francis, and by him to the ma-
nagement of Gibson. Ameng other engagements,
Mr. Francis was employed in a cause respecting an
‘estate in chancery, on which an injunction was
issued ; and a person was appointed to receive the
rents of the estate till the lord chancellor should
make his final decree. In the interim, Gibson,
having reduced himse!f by a profuse mode of living,
forged the hand-writing of the accomptant-general
.of the court of chancery, in consequence of which

. . 2H3 . '
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he received above nine hundred pounds. Discovery
of this transaction being madz= in'a short time, Gib-
son was taken into custody, and lodged in New-
gate, in September 1766. Being brought to trial
 for the forgery at the ensuing sessions at the Old
Bailey, . the jury brought in a special verdict, sub-
ject to the determination of the twelve judges.
‘From this time Gibson continued in Newgate till
Janvary 1768 (upwards of fifteen months), and it
was the prevailing opinion that no farther notice -
would be taken of the affair, However Gibson, by
repeated applications, urged that his case might be
determined by the judges; and at length, in Hilary
term, 1768, the reverend bench made a final deci-
sion on his case,* importing that it came wichin the
meaning of the law; consequently he received sen-
tence of death, and was removed .into thie cells of
Newgate. . After sentence, his behaviour was every

" way becoming his melancholy situation, and he
reflected with much sorrow on his unkindnessto his
wife and family. His preparation for the awful
change that awaited him, appeared to be rational,
serious, and devout. He applied for pardon to that
throne of mercy, whence alone he had a right to
expectit. His seriousness seemed to increase as the
‘solemn moment, approached, and it was evident
‘that he was determined to meet his fate as became
a man and a christian. - On the“day of his execi-
_ tion he was indulged with a mourning ‘coach, and
was attended by an immense crowd of spectators,
His behaviour was so pious, so resigned, and in all
‘respects so admirably adapted to his unhappy situ-
ation, thiat the tears of the commiserating multitude
accompanied his last ejaculation. He suffered at
‘Tyburn, on the 23d of March, 1768, His bogy,
when
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when cut down was delivered to his friends for in-
terment, ) ; .

GONZALEZ, BLI, alias SYMONDS, JOHN,
(FELON,) called SPANJSH JACK, was descend-
ed of reputable parents residing at Alicant in
Spain, who were exceedingly careful of his educa-
tion, inteading him for holy orders: but all their
hopes were disappointed : he absconded from schoal,
and entered on board a man of war. Having re-~
mained some years in this station, he engaged on
board a ship of war belonging to England, and
sailed up the Levant.  After staying some time ag
Alexandria, Smyrna, and other places, the ship
put into Gibraltar, and was ordered to be.laid up 5
m consequence of which he eatered: on board a
Dutch vessel:  He served in several English priva-
teers during the war; and when peace; was restor-
ed, joined onc of the gangs of smugglers that ‘in-
fested the coasts of Kent and Sussex. Having
acquired a sum of money; he repaired to London,
and formed an acquaintance with a number of pro-
ple of both sexes of the most abandoned charac-
ters. Having spent his money in scenes of riot
and intoxication, he obtained credit for divers small
sums from different people, whom he amused, by
assuring them that he was entitled to prize- money,
on the receipt of which he would pay them. His
creditors becoming importunate for their money,
he formed the resolution . of going again to sea:
but not being able to enter into such advantageous
engagements as he expected, he became acquainted
with an i‘nfamoqs gang of robbers, with whom he
eommitted a variety of robberics in the fields near
Stepney ; but none of them were attended with
circumstances safficiently remarkable for r:cital,;
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As he was passing along Rag-fair, he was seized:
by a person whom_ he, in conjunction with other
villains, nad robbed the preceding evening., This
event occasioned him to reflect on his dangerous
situation ; and judging that, if he continued his -
illegal courses, he could not long escape detection,
he determined to give information against his ac-
complices. He communicated his design to M¢Da-
niel, and accompanied him and other thief-takers
one evening to a house where they were drinking,
when Mandevile, Holmes, and Newton, were ta-
ken into custody ; but two others of the gang es-
caped through a window. Mandeville, Holmes,
and Newton, were convicted on the evidence of
Gonzalez, who had now -assumed the name of
Symmonds, and executed in October, 1751, at
bum. For the apprehension of these three ma-
lefactors, the thief-takers received a reward of
420l. of which they allowed the evidence only 10l.
and, by various contrivances, they kept him in cus-
tody till he had expended all but 3o0s. of that sum.
They imagined they might obtain farther emolu-
ment through his means; and therefore endeavour-
¢d to keep him in a state of poverty, that he might
be the more readily induced to return to his former
Enctices, and betray his new accomplices, as he
ad done his old ones. Accordingly he formed
new connections, and renewed his depradations up-
on the public, till at length the several robberies
he committed in London and its adjacencies ren-
dered him so notarious, that he determined to go
into the country for concealment. Having travelled
to Rochester, he formed an acquaintance with one
Smith, who was well known for his felonious prac-
tices. While they were together i a public-houss

¢
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at Rochester, drinking sdme punch, they found
an opportunity of. concealing a silver rankard,
which they carried off unperceived. On the fol-
Towing day they were apprehended, and commit<
ted to Maidstone gaol, Gonzalez to be tried for
stealing the tankard, and Smith to appear against
&im as evidence for the crown. Upon this evidence .
he was found guilty, and reccived sentence of
death. After couviction he acknowledged, that
till he was convinced the term of his life was near-
ly expired, he had not reflected on the most impor-
tant consequences that would result from his ini-
ghitous proceedings; and that, if he had escaped
conviction, he should have returned to his usual
practices. He appeared to repent of his former
wickedness with unfeigned sincerity. From the
prison to the place of exevution, he was seriously
employed in prayer, and when under the gallows
he warned the people to guard against following
such courses as had produced bis destruction. He
suffered at Maidstone, April 18, 1756.
GOODERE, Capt. SKMUEL, (FRATRICIDE)
was bred to the sea, and in due time advanced
to the rank of captain of 2 man of war. Hewas
‘the younger brotﬁcr of Sir Jobn Dineley Goodere,
who succeeded his father Sir Edward in the pos-
_session of an estate of 3000l. a year, situated near
Evesham in Worcestershire, and having married
the daughter of a merchant, received 20,000}, as
a marriage portion 5 but mutual unhappiness was
the consequence of this connection: for the hus-
band was brutal in his manners, and the wife not
strictly observant of the sacred vow she had taken.
After frequent recriminations' between the married
pair, Sir:(}ohn brought an actign in the Court of
Common Pleas against- Sir Robert Jason for crimi-

N nal
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nal conversation, and sool. damages were given
by the jury. His next step was to indict his lady
for a conspiracy, and a conviction following, she
was fined, and imprisoned a year in the King’s
Bench. He likewise petition«.{ for a divorce; but
the matter being heard in the House of Lords, his’
Eetition wase rejected. Having no children, this
rother of his (Samuel) formed vesy sanguine ex-
pectations of possessing the estate; but finding
that Sir John had docked the entail in favour of
his sister’s children, the captain sought the most
- diabolical means of revenge for the supposed in-
jury. While his vessel lay in the port of Brisssl,.
Sir John went to that city on business; and being
engaged to dine with an attorney named Smith,
on the 1oth of January, 1741, the captain pre:
vailed on the latter to permit him to make one of
their company, under pretence of being reconcil-
ed to his brother. Mr. Smith consented, and used
is good offices to accommodate the difference;
and a sincere reconciliation appeared to have taken
lace. The captain having previously concested
is measures, brouglt some sailors on shore with
him, and left them at a public house, in waiting,
to seize the baronet in the evening. Accordingly,
when the company broke up, the captain attended
his brother through the strects ; and when they
came opposite the public-house, the seamen ran
out, seized Sir John, and conveyed him to a boat -
that had been appointed to. wait for his reception.
Some persons wgo were witnesses to this outrage,
would have rescued the unfortunate gentleman
but the captain telling them he was a deserter, and
the durkness of the evening preventing them from
judging by his appearance, this violation of the

law was permitted to pass unobstructed. As soon
' as
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as the devoted victim wis in the boat, he said to
his brother, ¢ I know you have an dntention to
murder me; and if you are ready to do it, lct me
beg that it be done here, without givirg yourself
the trouble to take me on board.” To which the
captain said, ¢ No, brother, I am going to pre-.
. vent your fotting on land ; but, however, I would
have you make your peace with God this night,”
Sir John being put on board, appealed to the sea~
men for help: but the captain put a stop to any
efforts that might have been made- to assist him,
by saying he was a lunatic, and brought on board
to prevent his committing an act of suicide. White
~and Mahony now conveyed him to the purser’s
“cabin, which the captain guarded with a drawn
“sword, while the other villains attempted to stran-
Ele him with a handkerchief which they found in
is pocket, the wretched victim crying out ¢ mur-
der !** and beseeching them not to kil him, and
offering all he possessed as a compensation for his
life. Asthey could not strangle him with the
handkerchief, the captain gave them a cord, with
which Mahony dispatched him, while White held
“his hands, and trod on his spomach. The captain
now retired to his cabin; and the murder being
" finished, the perpetrators went and told him ¢ the’
. job was done !"* on which he gave them money,
and hade them seek their safety in flight. The
attorney with whom the brothers had dined, hav-
ing heard of the commission of a murder, and
knowing of the former animosity of the captain to
“his brother, immmediately conjectured who it was
‘that had fallen a sacrifice; on which he went to
‘the mayor of Bristol, who issued his warrant to
‘the water-bailiff, who, going ou board, found thst
. tbe
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tht lieutenant and cooper had prudently econfined
the captain to his cabin. The offender bein
brought on shore, was committed to Newgate, a

. Mahony and White being taken in a few hours
afterwards, were lodged in the same prison. At
the sessions beld at Bristol, March 26, 1741, these
offenders were brought to trial, and being con-
victed on the fullest evidence, received sentence of
death, After convietion, Mahony’s behaviour was
very hardened. 'When the Faolcrs were puttidg
irons on him, he said he should not regard dying
on the following day, if he could be attended by
a priest, to whom he might confess his sins. This
man and White were both Irishmen, and Roman

- Catholics. Capt. Goodere acknowledged the jus-
tice of his scntence, and left the folﬁming con-
fession in writing :—

¢ When'I returned from supper, I went to carry
him (meaning his brother) a clean pair of stock-
ings, that I might the better see how he lay, and
which way we should murder him; at the same
time ordering the centry not to he surprised if he
tore the cabin down in the morning. Between two
and three o’clock I ordered Makony to call up
Charkes White (for Elisha Cole, who was intend-
ed to assist Mahony in this murder, was dead
‘drunk} and to bring him ‘into my cabin. White
. eame presently, and I believe 1 made him drink a
quart of rum out of gill glasses, When he was
near drunk, I asked bim it he would kill a Spa.
miatd, The poor fellow seemed surprised: but
Mahony and myselt worked him wp to a proper
_ pitch, so that he was ready enough to assist. All
- the night long Mahony was to and fro in the de-
L e ' s ceased’s
"

&
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ceased’s cabin; and the centry thought he was
sent by me to assist and help Sir John to any thing
he might want in the night. I must own that Ma-
hony was unwilling to commit the murder; but I
insisted, that, as he had undertaken it, he should
go through with it. I immediately gave him a
handkerchief, and a piece of half-inch rope, about .
ten feet long, bidding him and *White follow me.
he répe was to strangle him, and the handker- .
chief to thrust inte his mouth to stop his making
a roise.  When we canie to the cabin-door, I de-
- sited tHe centry to give me his sword, and ordered
- him to go up on deck, which he did. I then
opented the cabin-door, and Mahony and White
went in. 1 saw my poor brother lying on the bed
in his clothes. White seized him by the throat,
and he having his stock on, almost strangled him:
but he cried out ¢¢ murder!™® as well as he could,
and ¢¢ help, for God’s sake!"® I stood at the ca-
bin door with my sword drawn, and gave the
ldnthorn, which hung up in the cabin, just as they
~ had got the rope about his neck. They told me to.
keep back; and the centry, whose place I had
taken, seeing me without a candle, brought one
to the cabin-door; but I held my sword to his
brea<t, and ordered him away. This was the very
time that my poor brother was giving his last gasp,
for about a minute before I héard him say, ¢ Oht
my poor lite!® which were the last words he ever
spoke. In a minute or two after the deceased ex-
pited, both Mahony and White came out of the
cabin, .and I asked if he was dead.  They said he
was. I then went into the cabin, and felt m
brother’s corpse. Having afterwards locked the
. cabin dodf; I put ‘the Ykey into my pocket, and
VOL. I. 2’1 ordered
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ondered White and Mahony to attend me in my
cabin, where I went and sat down. Mahony came
n first, and said, ¢ D—n me, captain, we have
done it, my boy!™ Then Mahony gave me my
brothers gold watch, and I gave him in return a
silver one which I wore. As to the money, they
took out of his pockets, they shared i, each hava
ing upwards of 14l. though White bad the most
cash, because Mahony had the watch. About
four o’clock they went into the ‘yawl, and got on
shore, I having promised to send them tickets for
three weeks or a month’s absence from the ship.—
As to the disposal of the deceased’s body, we in-
tended to have concealed it till the ship sailed, and
to fling it overboard sewed up .in a2 hammock ; or,
if it had been discovered before, then I intended
to have proved, by Mahony, that the deceased
strangled himself, and thought I could have influ-
enced a jury to have brought him in lunatic. I
cannot help reflecting on my conduct in this affair;
and what makes a great impression on me is, when
my brother was first brought into the boat, he told
me he knew my intent was to murder him, and,
says he, why don't you throw me overboard now,
and then you may go ashore and hang yourself in
the boat’s fore-sheet. Justice has most deservedly
oyertaken me ; and what gives me the greatest un-
easiness is, that the death of these two poor crea-
tures, Mahony and White, lic at my doos. Pray
God forgive me ; for sure never was any man guilty
of so much wickedness. As to what the witnesses
s« ore on my trial, I can contradict no part of it.
They did their duty, and I forgive them, as I
hope, through the mcrits of my dear Saviour, the
Almighty will forgive me. 3 H

’ O
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_ He was equally ingenuous in acknowledging his
guilt to bis particular triends who visited him whep .
under confinement. The petsons, whose evidencs
‘convicted him, felt the extremest sorrow that they
should be the instruments by which he was to re-
ceive the punishment due to his crime, lamenting
his fate with the most poignant grief. His time,
after conviction, was spent chicfly in writing let-
ters to persons of ranr, to make interest to save
his life; and his wife and daughter presented a pe-
tition to the king: but all endeavours of this kind
proving ineffectual, he employed a man to hire
. some colliers to rescue him on his way to the fatal
tree; an intimation of which having been given to
. the sheriff, a proper guard was provided to carry
the law into effectual execution. Capt. Goodere’s
wife and daughter, dressed in deep mourning, took
-a solemn leave of him on the day before his death.
He went in a mourning coach to the place of exe-
cution, to which his accomplices were canveyed in
a cart. They suffered near the Hot Wells, Bris-
tol, the 2oth of April, 1741, within view of the
place where the ship lay when the murder was
committed.

GOW, JOHN, (PIRATE,) whose assumed name
was CAPTAIN SMITH, was a native of one of the
Orkney islands in the North of Scotland, and hav-

. ing been instructed in maritime affairs, became so
expert therein, that he was.appointed mate of a
ship, in which he sailed ona voyage to Santa Cruz.
‘When the vessel was ready to weigh anchor from
this place, the merchants, who had shipped goods
on board her, came to pay a parting visit to the
captain, and to give'him their final insttuctions.—
On this occasion the captain, agrecable to custom,
entertained his company under an awning on the

213 quarteis



364 ' GOW.

quarter-deck : and while they were regaling, some
of the sailors preferred a eomplaint of ill-treatment
they petended to have received, particularly with
regard to short allowance. The captain was irri-
tated at 50 undeserved a charge, which seemed cal-
culated to prejudice him in the opinion of his em--

loyers : but conscious of the uprightness of his
iutentions, he did not reply in anger; but'only said .
that there was a stewaid on board who had the care
of the provisions, and that all reasonable complaints
should be redressed: on which the seamen retired
with apparent satisfaction. The wind being fair,
the captain directed bis men to weigh anchor as
soon as the merchants had quitted the vessel. It
wasobserved that Paterson, one of the complainants,
was very dilatory in executing bis orders : on which
the captain demanded why he did not exert himself
to unfurl the sails: to which he made no direct
answer, but was heard to mutter, ¢ As we eat, so
shall we work.” The captain heard this, but took
no potice of it, as he was unwilling to proeced to
extremities. The ship had no sooner. sailed than
the captain considered his situation as dangerous,
on reflecting that his conduct had been complained
of, and his orders disobeyed. Hereypon he consul-
ted the mate, and they agreed to deposit a Bumber
of small arms in the cabin, in order to defend them-
selves in case of an attack. This precaution might
have been extremely salutary, but that they spoke
so loud as'to be overheard by two of the conspira-
tors, who were on the quarter-deck. The captain
Jikewise directed the mate to order Gow, who was
second mate and gunuer, to clean the arms, a cir-
cumstance that must plainly insipuate to the latter
that the conspiracy was at Jeast suspected. Those
who bad overheard the conversation between the
: captain
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captain and mate, communicated the substance of
7t to Gow and the other conspirators, who thére-
upon resolved to carry the plan into immediate exe~
cution. Gow, who had previously intended to turn
pirate, thought the present an admirable opportu-
nity, as there were several chests 6f money on board

. the ship ; therefore he proposed to, his compa.

’

nions that they should immediately embark in the
enterprize: and they accordingly determined to
murder the captain, and seize the ship. Half the
vessel’s company were regularly called to prayers in .
the great cabin, at eight o’clock in the evening,
while the other balf were doing duty on deck ;
and after service, those. who had been in the cabin
went to rest in their himmocks. The contrivanece
was to execute the plot at -this juncture. Two of
the conspirators only remained on duty: the rest
being among those who retired to their hammocks.
Between nine and ten at night a kind. of watch
word was given, which was, ¢ Who fires first 2°*

+ On this some of the conspirators left their ham-

mocks, and. going to the cabins of the surgeon,
chief mate, and supercargo, they cut their throats
while they were sleeping. The surgeon finding
himself violently wounded, quitted his bed, and
soon afterwards dropped on the floor and expired.
‘The mate and supercargo held their hands to their
throats, and going on the quarter-deck, solicited a
momentary respite,~-to récommend their souls to
heaven : but even this favour was denied, for the
villains, ‘who found their knives had failed to de-
stroy them, dispatched them with pistols. The
captain hearing a noise, demanded the occasion of

" it. The boatswain replied, that he did not know,

" but he was apprehensive that some of the men had

213 either
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either fallen or been thrown ovetboard. The cap-
tain hereupon went to look over the ship’s sige, on
which two of the murderers followed, avd tsied ta
thiow him into the sea ; but be disengagéd himself,
and turned about to take a view of them, when one
of them cut his throat, but not so as to kill hym :
hereupon he solicited mercy, but, instead of grant-
ing it, the other stabbed him in the hack with a
dagger, and would have repeated his blaw, had he
not struck with such force, that he could not draw
back the weapon. At this instant Gow, who had
been assisting in the murders betwegn the decks,
came on the quarterdeck, and fired a brace of
balls into the captain’s body, which put a period to,
his life. As soon as the dead bodics were thrown
overhoard, Gow was unanimously appointed to the
command of the ship. Those of the sailoms who
had not been engaged in' the conspitacy, secveted
themselves, some in the shrouds, others under the .
stores, in dreadful apprehension of sharing the fate
of the captain and their murdered companions.
Gow having assembled his associates on' the quar-
ter-deck, appointed them their different stations:
on boardp and it was agreed to commence. pirates,
The mew captain now directed that the men wha
had concealed themselves shiould be informed that
no danger would happen to them, if they did not -
interfere to oppose the néw goverament of the
ship, but keep such stations as were assigned them.
‘Fhe men, whose terrors had taught theth o expect
immediate death, were glad to ¢hmply with these.
terms ; but the pirates, to enforce obedience to theic
orders, appointed two men to attend with drawn
cutlasses, to terrify the othersinto submission. Gow
and his companions now divided the most ulv:fahh.
. N . : effects
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" _effectsin the cahin; and then ordesing liquor to be

o

“-brought on the quarter-deck, they consumed the
* might  in drinking, while those unconnected-in the
. conspiragy” had the care of working the ship. The

orew originally qonsisted, of twenty-four men, of
whom four had been murdered aud cight were. conr
- spitators ; and before morning, four of the other
men had approved of the proceedings of the pirates;
o that there were only eight remaining in opposis
tion to the newly usurped authority. Ob the fol

. lowing day, the new captain summoned these eight

men to attend him, and: telling them he was deter-

_ mined to goon a c&zuiziil;g voyage, said, that they

-should be well treated. if they were disposed, to act

. 19 concert: with the rest-of the crew. He said, thay

qvery man shauld fare i the sain¢ mapner, and thay
good order and: disciplise wexe all thae would be rey
. quired. He said farther, that the captain’s inhu,
manity had produged the consequences which bad
"happened ; that those who had not been. concerned in
the conspjracy had no reason to fear any ill conses
quences from it ; that they had only to discharge
their duty as seamem, apd. every; man should be re~
warded aceording to hismeris. To. this address,
these unfortunate hangst men made no kind of reply.
and Gow interpreted: their silence into an assent. tay
measyres which. it was not in theis power to oppose,
Adftex this declaration of the will of the. new capa
tain,. they wei¢ permitted-to range the ship at theix

_ pleasare ;' but as some of them: appeared to act very:

sreluctantly,’ a strict eye was kept on-their condnct 3
for, as guilt is. ever suspicious, these pirates were
greatly. apprebensive.of . being brought ta justice by: -
means;of some of these men. Williams, whoactedy
as licutenant of the vessel, and who was distin-
guished by the feracity.of his, natuxe,. had m.«:ppgt;a

. uni
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tunity of exerting his cruelty, by beating these un-
happy sailors; a privilege that he did not fail to -
exert with a degree of severity that rendered his very
name detestable.. The ship thus scized had been
called the George galley, but the pirates gave her
the name of the Revenge, and having mounted se-
veral guns, they steered towards Spain and Portu- °
gal, in expectation of making a capture of wine, of
which article they were greatly in want. They soon
made prize of an English vessel, laden with fish, -
bound from Newfoundland to Cadiz ; but having no
use for the cargo, they took out the captain and
four men who navigated the ship, which they sunk,
One of the seamen whom they took out of the cap-
tured vessel was named James Belvip; a man ad-
mirably calculated for their purpose, as he was by
nature cruel, and by practice hardened in that cru-
elty. He said to Gow that he was willing to enter
into all his schemes, for he had boeen accustomed to
the practice of acts of barbarity. This man was
thought a valuable acquisition to the crew, as seve-
ral of the others appeared to act from motives of
fear rather than of inclination. The next vessel
taken by the pirates was a Scotch ship, bound to
Italy with' pickled ‘herrings; but this cargo, like
the former, being of no use to them, they sunk the
vessel, having first'taken out the men, arms, am-
munition, and stores. After. cruising eight or ten
days, they saw a vessel about the size of their own,
to which they gave chace. She bhoisted French co-
lours, and crowded all her sail in order to get clear
“of them ; and after a chace of three days and nights,
they- lost the French vessel ina fog. Being dis-
tressed for water, they now steered towards the Ma-
deira islands, of which they came in sight in two
days; but not thinking it prudent to enter theb!;ar-
: . ur,
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bous, they steered off and on for several days, in

expectation of making prige of some Portuguezeor
Spanish vessel; but their hopes were frustrated.
Their distress increasing, they stood in for the har-
bour, and brought the ship to ah-anchor, but at-a
considerable distance from the shore. This being
done, they sent seven men, well armed, in 2 boat,
with instructions to board a ship, cut her cables,
and bring her off ; but if they failed in this, they
were to attempt to make prize of wine snd water
conveying in the boats to. the ships. Both these
schemes, however, were frustrated, it being easily
known, from ‘the distanee they lay at, that they
“were pirates. When they had truised off for some
days, they found themselves in such distress, that it
became absolutely necessary to seek immediste re-
lief; on which they 'sailed to Porta $anta, a Por-
tugueze settlement 3t the distance of about ten
leagues, On their arrival off this place, they sent
their boat on shore, with a present of salmon and
herrings for the goverpor, and the name of a port to
which they pretended to be bound. The persons
sent on shore were civilly treated by the governar,
who accompanied some of his friends on board the

ship. Gow and his assocjates received the governor .
very politely, and entestained him and his compaay
in the most hogpitable manner; but the boats be-
longing to the pirates not coming on board with
some proyisions they had ¢xpected, and the gover-
nor and his attendants preparing to depart, Gow and
his people threatemed to take away their lives, unless
" they instantly furnished.them with what they re-
quired. The surprise of.tha Portugueze gavernor
and his friends on this accasion is not to be ex-
pressed.  They dreaded instant death, and with
every sign af extreme fear, solicited. that their !iv‘fs
’ ’ might
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might be spared. Gow bein rrem tory in his
de‘g:ands, ?I:e governor sentg oat :peperztedly on
shore, till the pirates were furnished with such ar-
ticles as they wanted. This business being ended,
.the Portuguese were permitted to depart, and the

gintes determined to steer towards the coast of

pain, where they soon arrived. . After cruising a
few days off Cape St. Vincent théy fell in with an
English vessel, bound from the coast of Guinea to
America, with slaves, but had been obliged to put
into the port of Lisbon: though it was of no useto
them to capture such a vessel, they took it, and put-
ting on board the captain and men they had hereto-
foie taken, and taking out all the provisions and some

of thesails,they left the ship to proceed on her voyage.

Falling in with a French ship laden with wine, oil,
-and fruit, they took out the lading, and gave the
vessel to the Scotch captain, in return for his ship
which they had sunk. The Scotchman was like-
wise presented with some valuable articles, and per-
mitted to take his men to sail with him, all -of
‘whom did so, except one, who continued with the
. pirates through choice. The day previous to this
affair, they observed a French ship bearing down
towards them ; on which Gow qrdered his people
to lay to, but observing that the vessel mounted
two and thirty guns, and, seemed proportionably
full of men, he assembled his people, and observed
to them that it would be madness in them to think
of engaging so superior a force. The crew in ge-
neral were' of Gow’s opinion ; ‘but Williams, -the
licutenant, said that Gow.was a coward, and un-

worthy to command the vessel. The fact was, that '

. Gow possessed somewhat of calm courage, while
Williams's impetuosity was of the most brutal kind.
“The latter, after behaving in the most abusive

© maanneg .
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. manner, demanded tHat the former shoyld give
orders for fighting the vessel 5 but Gow refusing to
comply, the other presented his pistol to shoot him,
which only flashed in the pan.: ’IP

by two of the pirates, named Winter and Paterson,
they both- fired at Williams, when one of them
wounded him in the arm, and the otherin the belly.
He dropped as soon as the pieces were discharged,’

" and the other seaman, thinking he was dead, were

about to thfow him overboard, when he suddenly-
sprang on his feet, jumped into the hold, and swore
he would set fire to the powder-room; and as his
pistol was yet loaded, there was every reason to
think he would actually have done so, if he had
not been instantly seized, and his hands chained
behind him, in which condition he was put among
the French prisoners, who were terrified at the sight
of him; it having been a common practice with
him to flog the poor prisoners by way of entertain-
ment. No engagement happened with the French
* ship, which held on her way : and two days afters
wards the pirates took a ship belonging to Bristol,
which was laden with salt-fish, and bound from
Newfoundland to Oporto. Having taken out the
provisions, and many of the stores, they compelled
two of the crew to sail with them, and then put the-
French prisoners on board the newly captured ves—.
sel, which was just on the point of sailing, when
they began to reflect in what manner Williams ,
should be disposed of. At length they determined -
to put him on board the Bristol ship, the com-.
mander of which was desired to turn him over to-

the first English man of war he should meet with, -

‘that he might experience the justice due to his
crimes; and in the mean time to keep him in the
strictest confinement, On the departure of the:

Bristal

his being observed -
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Bristol ship, Gow and bis crew Begzan to reflect on
their situation. Tlhey were apprehensive, that as
soon as intelligence of their procerdings 1eached
Portugal, some ships would be sent in pursuit of
them. Hereupon they called a kind of council, in
which every one gave his opinion, as dictated - by
his hope o?pmﬁt, or by his fears. Some of them
advised going. to the coast of Guinea, others to
North America, and others again to the West In-
dies; but Gow proposed to sail to the files 6f Ork-
ney, on the morth of Scotland, where, be said,
they might dispose of their effects, and retire and:
live on the produce. To induce his people to com-
ply with this proposal, Gow represented that they
were much in want of water, and provisions of
every kind ; that their danger would be great if
they coatinued longer on-the high seas, and, above
all, that it: was highly necessary for them to repair
their ship, which they could not do with any degree
of safety in a southern port. He likewise said,that
if any ships should be dispatched in quest of them,
they would not think of searching ?or them in 2
northern latitude, so that their voyage that way
would be safe; and if they would follow his direc--
tlons, much booty might be obtained by plundet
ing: the houses of the gentlemen residing near the
sea coast. The danger of aiarming the country
was started as an objectiou to these proposals: but
Gow said that they should be able to dispatch all
their business, and sail again, before such an event
could happen. Apparently convinced by this rea-
sening, they steered northward; and entering a
bay o% ane of the Orkney Islands, Gow assembled
his crew, in order to instruct them-to say that they
weere bound from Cadiz to Stockholm, but contrary
winlls driving. them past the. Sound, till itmwas
‘ o led
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filled with ice, they were under the necessity of
putting in to clean their ship, and that they would:
pay ready moncy for such articles as they stood in
. meed of. - It happened that a smuggling-vessel lay
at this time in the bay. It belonged to the Kle
-of Man, and being laden with brandy and wine
from France, had come nortli about, to stver clear:
af the custom-house cuttersc  In their present situ-
ation, Gow thought ir prudent to exchange goods
with the commander of the vessel, thoughy in amy
ather, he would hardly hawe been' so ceremonious,
. & Swedish vessel entering the bay two days after-
wards, Gow likewise exchanged some goods with the
oaptain. When the boat went ashore one eveningy
a.young fellow, who had been compelled to take:
g:n with the pirates, got away from the. restof the
at’s crew, aud, after lying concealed some time
at a farm-house, hired a person to shew him thie
road to Kirkwall, the principal place on the islands;.
and about twelve miles distant from the bay where:
the sflip lay at anchor. Here he applied to.a ma~-
gistrate, said he had been forced into the: service;.
and begged that he might be entitled to- the pro~
tection of the law, as the fear of death alone had:
induced him to be connected with the pirates. Havs
ing given a full accoont of all their irregular pro-
ceedings, the sheriff issued his precepts to the con~
stables and other peace-officers, to call in.the aid of
the people, to assist in bringing those villains to
justice. About this juncture, ten of Gow’s sailors,
who had likewise taken an involuntary part withp
the pirates; seized the long-boat, and having made
the main land of Scotland, coasted the country till
. they arrived at Edinburgh, where they were im-
prisoned on suspicion of being pirates.. Notwiths
- 2Kk standing
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standing these alarming circumstances, Gow was
a0 careless of his own safety, that he did not put
immediately to sea, but resolved® to plunder the
houses of the gentlemen on the coast, to furnish- .

himself with fresh provisions. In pursuance of this
resolation, he sent his boatswain and tem armed
men to the house of Mr. Honeyman, high-sheriff
of the county: and the master being absent, the
servants opened the door without suspicion. Nine
of the gang went into the house to search for trea-
sure, while the tenth was left to guard the door.
The sight of men thus armed, occasioned much
terror to Mrs, Honeyman and her daughter, who
ahricked with dreadful apprehensions for their pere.
sonal safety ; butthe pirates, employed in the search
of plunder, had no idea of molesting the ladies.
Mrs. Honeyman runuing to the door, saw the maa
" who stood guard there, of whom she asked the
meaning of the outrage: to which he calmly re-
plied, that they were pirates, and had cowne thither
ounly to ransack the bouse. Recollecting that she
lnl a considerable quantity of gold in a bag, she
returned and put it in her lap, and ran by the maa
at the door, who had no idea but that the wish to
rve her life occasioned her haste. The boat-
swain finding no money, declared that he would
destroy the family writings if cash was not pro=
duced ; but this being overheard by Miss Honey-
man, she threw the writings out ot the window,
and jumped out after them, (it being a Jow house,)
escaped unhurt, and carried them off. In the inte-
rim the pirates scized the linen, plate, -and other
valuable articles, and then walked in triumph to
their boat, compelling onc of the servants to play
bgfore them on the bagpipes, Qn the following
: . day
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day they weighed anchor, but on the evening of
the same day came again to anchor near another
jsland. Here the boatswain and fome menr were

" “sent on shere in search of plunder, but did not ob-

tain any.  They then sailed to an island called
Calf Sound, with an intention of robbing the house
of Mr, Fea; who had been an old school-fellow with
Gow. This house was the rather pitched ‘upon, as
‘Gow supposed 'that Mr. Fea could not have yet
heard of the transactions at Mr, Honeyman’s ; but
™ this he was mistaken : however Mr. Fea, on
account of the then indisposition of his wife, was
#l capable of opposing them. His house was situ-
&ted. near the sea-shore : he had only six servants at
Bome when the pirates appeared off the coast, and
these were by no means equal to a contest with the

" plunderers. It may not be improper to remark,

‘that thie tide runs so high among these islands, and
beats with such foree against the rocks, that the
mavigation is frequently attended with great danges.
‘Gow, who had not boats to assist him in an emer-
gency, and was unskilled in the navigation of those
seas, made a blunder in turning into the bay of
Calt Sound ; for standing too near the point of a
small island called the Calf, the vessel was in the
wtmost danger of being run on shore. This little
wland was meiely a pasture for sheep belonging to

Mr. Fea, who had at that time six hundred feeding -

on it. Gow having cast his anchor too near the
shore, so that the wind could not bring him off,
sent a boat with a letter to Mr. Fea, requesting
“that be would lend him another boat, to assist him
n heaving ‘off the ship, by carrying out an anchor,
and assuring him that he would not do the least
injury to any individual. As Gow's messenger did

‘ 2K32 not
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not sce Mr. Fea's boat, the latter gave him 2n eva-
sive answer, and, on the approach of night, ordered
his servants to sink his own boat, and bide the sails
and rigging. While they were obeying this order
five of Gow's men came on shore in the boat, and

e , doubly armed, towards Fea's house.
mupon the latter advanced towards them with an

" assurance of friendshlp, and begged that they would

not enter the house, for that his wife way exceed-
ing ill, that the idea of theirapproach had greatly
alarmed her, aud that the sight of them might pro-
bably deprive her of life. The boatswain replied,
that they had no design to terrify Mrs. Fea, or any
other person, but that the most rigorous treatment
must be expected, if the use of the boat was denied
them. Mr. Fea represented how dangerous it
would be for him to assist them, on account of the
reports circulated to their discredit ; but he offered
to eantertain them at an adjacent alehouse, and
they accepted the invitation, as they observed that
he had no company. While they were drinking,

Mr. Fea ordered his servants to destroy their

boat, and when they had done so, to call him
bastily out of company, and inform him of it.—
These orders were exactly complied with; and
when e had left the pirates he directed six men, -
well armed, to station.themselves behind a hedge,
and if they observed him come alone with the boat-
swain, instantly to seize him; but if he came with
all the five desperadoes, he would walk forward, so
as to give them an opportunity of firing without
wounding hiwself.  After giving these orders,
Fea returned to the company, whom he invited to
his house, on the promise of their behaving peace-

.ably, and said be would make them heartily wel-

come.
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come. They all expressed a readiness to attend
bim, in the hope of getting the bcat: but he told
them he would rather gave the boatswain’s company
only, and would, afterwards send for his compa-
nions. This being agreed to, the boatswain set
forward with two brace of pistols, and walking with
M. Fea till they came to the hedge where his men
were concealed, he then seized him by the collar,
while the qthers took him into custody before he
had time to make any defence. The boatswain
, called aloud for his men; but Mr. Fea, forcing a
bandkerchief into his mouth, hound him hand and
foot, and then left one of his own people to guard
him, while himself and the rest went back to the
public-house. . There being two doorsto the house,
they went some to the one, and some to the other,
and rushing in at once, they made prisoners of the
other four men, before they had time to have re-
course to their arms for defence. The five pirates
being thus in custody, were sent to an adjacent
village, and separately confined : in the interim
Mr, Fea sent messengers round the island, to ac-
quaint the inhabitants with what had been done;
“desiring them to haul their boats on the beach, that
the pirates ‘should not swim to, and steal themj;
" and requesting that no person would venture to row
within reach of the pirates’ guns. On the follow~
ing day the wind shifted to the north-west, and
blew hard, on which the pirates conceived hopes of
getting out to sea ; but the person employed to cut
the cable missing some of his strokes, the ship’s way
waschecKed ; she turned round, and the cable part-
ing, the vessel was driven on Calf Island, Reduced
to this dilemma, without even a boat to assist in
- getting off the ‘silip, Gow hung out a white flag, as
) 3K 3 an

.
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an intimation that he was willing to- treat en friend-
ly terms.: but Mr. Fea, having now little doubt of
securing the pirates, wrote to Gow, and told him he
had been compelled to make prisoners_of his men
_ on account of their insolent behaviour. He like-
wise told him that the whole country was alarmed,
and that the most probable chance of securing his
own lifc, would bc%y surrendering, and becoming
an evidence against his accomplices. . Four armed
men in as open boat carried this letter to Gow,who
ot for answer that he would give goods to the
value of a-thousand pounds to be assisted in his
escape: but if this should be refused, he would sct
fire to the ship, rather than become a prisoner. Ha
even said, that he would trust to the mercy of tne
waxes, if Mr. Fea would indulge him with a boat,
On reading this letter Mi. Fea determined to per-
§uade him to submit, and.therefore took four men.
well armed, in a boat, and rowed towargs the ship:
but he previously placed a man witli a flag in his
band at the top of his house, to make such signals
asmight be proper to prevent his falling a sacrifice
to any artifice of the pirates. The instructions
ﬁiven‘ to the servant weye, that he should wave the
ag once.if hu saw one of the pirates swim towards
the shore ; but if he beheld four or more of them,
he should wave it constantly till his master got out
of danger. Mr. Fea rowing forwards, spoke
through a.trumpet, asking Gow to come on shore,
and talk with him, which’the latter said he would,
Hereupon Fea lay too, in waiting for him ; but ag
this juncture he saw a man swimming from the,
ship, with a white flag in his hand, on Which the.
aman on thehouse waved his flag ; but soon affer-
wards he was observed to wave it-gontinually, on
. S whick*
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which Mr. Fed’s Boat retired, and those in her pre-
wently saw five more of the pirates swimming tos
wards them 3 but: they returtied to the ship as sdon’
36 they saw the others were aware of the artifices
‘The first pirate, who carried the white flag, now
retired <o 4 comer of the islarid, and calling to M.
Fea, told him that ‘¢ the capfain had sent him &
battle of brandy.”” Fea replied; .that he loped ter
see Gow hanged, aad that he was inclined to shett
the mexsenger for his insolence ; on which the fols
Jow decamped with great precipitation. Soen afted’
this Gow wrete a most hamble letter to Mis. Feay
#waploring her interference in bis bebalf ; indnthoeg
she had determined pot to interest herself in his fa
wour, yet he resolved to go on shore; and takitig a
white flag.in his hand,ihe made signals for a parley j
‘ot which Mr. Fea sent some armed men to ssitg
‘him living or dead.  On _ their meeting, Gow insis
sed that one of the men shiould be left asa hostage 3
and this circumstance being seen-by Mr. Féa, fromi
_the windows of his house, he sailed over to the
staud, where he reprimanded his people for deliver:
ngr the hostage; and likewisetold Gow that he was
his prisomer. . Gow replied, thas d not bey
since a hostage had been delivered for him. -Td
this Mr. Fea replied, that be had issued no orders
for delivering the hostage, and that the man who
had foolishly engaged himsclf as such, must sabmit
o the' consequence : but he advised Gow, for his
own sakey to nrake sign&ls, that the man might ob-
ain his liberty. This Gow. refused to-de: but Fea
made sigwnls. which deceived the pifates, two of
whom . came on: shore with: the man, and were
justantly taken into custedy. Gow was: now dise
. semed of his:swosd, aad made prisonery. after begs
: _ . <& ging -
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ing to be shot with his sword in his ronemon.
g:e‘kldﬂ' of the gang being thussecured, Mr. Fea
had recourse to stratagem to get all the rest into
his power. He now compelled Gow to make
signals for some of the men to come on shore,
which they readily did, and were apprehended by
men coucealed to take them as they arrived: Fea
now insinuated to Gow that he would let him have
a boat to escape, if he would send for his carpenter -
to repair it, and to bring with him two or three
hands to assist him: Gow complied, the men came
off, and were severally seized; but as there were
other people still on board, Mr. Fea had recourse to
the following contrivance to get them into his pos-
session. - He directed his own servants to.provide
hammers, nails, &c. and make a pretence of re
pairing the boat: and, while this was doing, told
Gow to send for his men, since he musthave posses-
sion of the ship before he would deliver up the
boat, The pirates, on receiving their late captain's
orders to come on shore, were very doubtful how to
act, but after a short debate, and having no officers
to command them, they shared what money they
d, and coming on shore, were all taken

into custody. Thus by an equal exertion of
courage and artifice, Mr. Fea seeured these danger-
ous ‘men, twenty-eight in number, withont a single
‘man being killed or wounded : and only with the
aid of a few countrymeny a force apparently very
. insufficient to the accomplishment of such a busi-
ness. - When all the prisoncrs were properly secured
M. Fea sent an express to Edinburgh, requesting
that proper persons might be senit to conduet them
to that city.. As soon as his express arrived an-
othgr was forwarded to London, to learn the Royal
s, pleasur
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sure Tespecting the dispasal of the pirates:. and
m. amswer brought was, that the Lord Justice
Clerk should immgdiately send them to London, in
order ¢o their being tried by a Ceurt of Admiralty,
to be held for' that purpose. When these orders
veached Edinburgh, a guard of soldiers marched to
€etch them to that city : and, on their arrival, the
- wiere put on board the Greyhound frigate, whicZ
immediately sailed for the Thames. On their are
. rival in the river a detachment of the guards from
the Tower attended their landing, and conducted
them to the Marshaisea Prisony where they once
wmore saw Licutenant Williams, who had been con-
weyed to England by the muan of war,which receiyed
him from the Bristol captain“at Lisbon. This
Williams, though certain' of coming to an ignomi-
-nieus end, took a malignant pleasuse in secing his
compaaions in like circumstances of calamity. A
commission was now made out fer their tria{ : and
~soon after their commitment they underwent sepa-
fate examinations before the Judges of the Admis-
alty Court in Doctor's Commons, when five of
them, who appeared to be less guilty than the rest,
were admitted evidences against their accomplicess
.The behaviour of Gow, from his first commitment,
was reserved and morose. He considered himge)f
as an agsyred victiny to the justige of the laws, nor
entertained any hepe of being a:imitted an evidence,
as Mr. Fea had hinted. Being remcved from the
Marshalsea to Newgate; their trials came on at
the Old Bailey. Gow, at first, refused to plead, in
consequence of which he was senferced to be pres-
sed to death in the usual manner. * His reason for
- this refusal was, that he had an estate which he
‘wished might desqend to a relation, and which wzuld
. , ave
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Have been the case had he died under the’ pressure.
But when the proper officers were about to inflict

}hh punishment, he begged to be taken again to ’

"the bar to plead, of which the judge being informed,
‘bumanely granted his request: and the conse-
quence was, that he, Williams, and six others were
convicted, and reccived sentence of death s the rest
were acquitted, as it appeared that they had acted
by compulsion. While under sentence of death,
Gow was viited by some Presbyterian ministers,
who laboured to convince him of the atrociousness
of his crime, but he ed deaf to all their admo-
nitions and exhortati Williams was equally, if
not more, hardened. He seemed insensible to the
hope of happiness, or the fear of torment, in a fu-
* ture state. He boasted, to those who visited him,
of his constantly advising Gow ¢ to tie the pri-
soners back to back, and throw them into the sea,*
to prevent their giving cvidence against them.
Gow, Williams, and the six accomplices, suffered
‘at Execution-Dock, August 11, 1729. Gow’s
friends, anxious to put him out of pain, pulled his
legs so forcibly that the rope broke, and he droﬁ;
-ped down, on which he was again taken up to t
gibbet, and when he was dead, was hung in chains
on the banks of the Thames.
GRAHAM, A. Sece Desrarp, E. M.
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> HARPHAM,RT. (CoIRER,) carried on the busi-
*  messof a carpenter for 2 considerable time in West-
minster, with some success; but 3t length became a
bankrupt ; when having engaged the assistance of
one Fordham, he hired~a house near St, Paul’s
"Churchyard, and pretending to bea button-maker,
he put up an iron press, with which he used to coin
money, and Fordham, having aided him in the
coinage, put off the counterfeit money thus made.
From hence they removed to Rosemary-lane, and
there carried on this trade for some time, till the
neighbours observing that great quantities of char-
coal were brought in, and the utmost precaution
taken to keep the door shut, be to form ve
unfavourable suspicions; on which, Harpham took
a cellar in Paradise-row, near Hanover-square, to
which the implements were removed. While in this
. situation, Harpham invited a gentleman to dine
" with him, and.was imprudent ¢nough to take him
into his workshop and shew him his tools. The
gentleman wondering for what purpose they could
be intended, Harpham said, ¢ 1n this press I can
make buttons ; but I will shew you something else
that is a greater rarity.” He then struck a piece of
metal, which instantly .bore the resemblante of &
half guinea, except the milling'on the edge, but -
another instrument being applied to it, the half
guinea was completed. These coiners now removed
to Jermyn-street, St. James'’s, where Harpham took
an empty cellar, and, on the old pretence of button
making, gave orders to a bricklayer to put upa
grate. The bricklayer remarking whata quantity
of coals the grate would consume, the other said ig.
was so much the better, for it wascalculated todress
victuals, either by baking, stewing, roasting, or
boiling. . Harpham kept the key of this cellar, per-
; . : mitting

-
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mitting no one to enter but Fordham ; and once in
three weeks he had a quantity of charcoal and sea-
coal put in through the window. The landlord of
the place suspecting someillegal proceeding, desired
his neighbours to watch the parties ; in consequence
of which, Harpham was spon discovereéd in the at~
tempt to put off* counterfeit money ; on which, he
and his assistant were apprehended and. committed
to Newgate, and Fordham being admitted an evie
dence, the other was convieted, and received sene
tence of death. His behaviour after commitment
was unusually serious. He procured religious books,

-and exercised himself in the offices of devotion in'a

* very carnest manner. He likewise resolved: to eat no

more food than should be absolutely necessary for

the support’ of nature; and in this: he persevered -
from the time of his conviction to the day of his
death. He desired a person to awake him at thres
o’clock in the morning, and continved his devotions
till midnight. While he was thus properly em- -
ployed, a person hinted to him that he might enters
fain some hope of a reprieve; but he said he did
not regard A reprieve; on his own account, for that
slavery in a foroign country was as much tobe
dreaded as deaths Some questions being asked him
respecting any accomplices he- might have, he de-
clined charging any particular person with a crime,

- but gave the ordinary of Newgate a list of the names
of some people whom he desired him to send to, re-
questing that they would-reform the errors of their
ways. The sacrament was administered to him in
private, on the day before:his execution, at hisown -
fequest, as he said he could not attend the duties of
teligion while exposed to the observation of a curi-
ous multitude. He suffered at Tyburn, on the 24th
of May, 1735 ' . . .

. . HARRISON,

‘
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HARRISON, JOHN, (FORGERY,) was brought .
up in a merchant’s counting-house, and soon after
the expiration of his apprenticeship he began busi-
ness on his own.account, and had a lime and a coal
wharf at Limehouse, where he carried on an exten-
sive trade ; but failing in that business, he engaged
himself as clerk to i’h—. Smithen, previous to that

entleman’s undertaking to construct the Eddystone
ight-house, and ‘was entrusted with the care and
management of all the money employed in that im-
ortant work. His conduct under Mr.. Smithen was
i every respect unexceptionable, and through the
interest of that gentlemah and other respectable
characters he became accomptant to the London
Assurance corporation; and it was his peculiat
misfortune to be acquainted with a Mr. Angus .
Mackey, a merchant in the city, in an extensive
way of trade, who, by urgent solicitatiops, pre-
vailed upon the unsuspecting and good-natured man
to lend him several sums belongiug to the compnng,
solemnly promising to return the money before he
would have occasion to make up his accounts.
When the time appointed for the first payment ar-.
rived, instead of returning what he had already got
into his possession, Mackey urged Harrison for a
further supply, assuring him that he was in daig
expectation of remittances, on the receipt of whi
he would return the whole sum that Harrison was
deficient in his account with the company ; adding
that, if he met with a refusal he must jnevitably
stop payment, which would necessarily occasion an
exposure of Harrison’s violation of the trust re
in hin by the company. In this manner was the
anfortunate man amused for several months, during
which time he supplied Mackey with different sums,
amounting in the whole'to 7550l. and, to prevent
' 2L detection,

-
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detection, he inverted figures in the book containing
the account between the bank - of England and
the London Assurance Company, so that the
bank appeared to be debtor for seven thousand five
hundred and fifty pounds more than had been paid
there. He sent a clerk with zrol. to the bank ; and
when the book was returned to him, he put a figure
of 3 before the 2, which made the sum appear
3oool. more than was really paid ; and similar alter-
ations were made in other parts of the book. A
committee of that company being appointed to
meet on Wednesday. the gth of July, 1777, Mr.
Harrison mentioned the circumstance to Mackey,
and told him that he must be utterly ruined unless
_ the deficiency in the company’s_cash was made
food before that day : but, notwithstanding the
ife and reputation of his generous and imprudent
friend were at stake, he neglected to return the
maney. About eleven in the forenoon. of the day
on which the committee .was to be held, Harrisen
placed several - account-books on the .table of the
committee-room, and had some conversation with
Alexander Aubert, Esq. the Deputy governor.
When the committee was.about to be opened, Har-
rison absconded ; and, in about ten minutes after,
the following letter was received by Mr. Geourge
Hall, secretary to the company:

¢¢ Dear Sir, .
¢ I am distressed beyond expression, having for-
felted every thing that is dear to me, by an act'o
kindness to a friend who has deceived mo: inclosed
is a state of my account with the company, which
tortures my very soul to think of it. I know the
company will not forgive me, therefore don’t care .
what becomes of me, as I dare not see them any
. more.
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more, God Almighty knows what will become of
me, or where I shall fly for ‘succcur: indeed, Mr.
Hall, I am one of the most miserable wretches liv-
ing, but I have betrayed- my trust, for which I
never .can forgive myself. When I parted with -
the money, it was but for a few days, or I would
sooner have died than have parted with it ; but,
alast I shall now severely pay by suffering myself
to be drawn in to serve a friend, who knew it was
not my own, and saw the distress of mind it cost me
when I did it. Please to present my humble dut
to the gentlemen; tell them I can méet any dcatg
after this, sooner than I can see them again, and
am determined not to-survive the shame: I am,
dear sir, a lost, unhappy being; I am so bewil-
dered, that I scarce know what I am- doing, but
believe the inclosed account is not right, as I don't
recollect that I am any way short of cash: but in
truth I am not myself. .

S J.H.”

When Harrison absconded, he left upwards of
‘one thousand nine hundred pounds in his desk, and
among his papers were found securities on behalf
of the company to a great amount, besides a bond
given to him by Mackey, for seven thousand five
hundred and fifty pounds. Notice being given at
the office, that Harrison was at a friend’s house at
Wapping, Mr. Aubert went there in the evening,
and found him in a state of mind little short of dis-
traction. Mackey’s bond was produced by Mr,
Aubert, and Harrison assigned it over to him as a
sccurity on behalf of the company.” He accompa.
nied Mr. Aubert to the office, where two persons
were ordered to attend him, and prevent his putting
an end to his life, which there was sufticient reason

32L3 : to
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to suppose he would attempt : and the next morn-
ing he was taken before Sir John Fielding, who
coramitted him to Tothill-ficlds bridewell. l?le was
recxamined the following Wednesday, and com-
mitted to Newgate in preparation for his trial,
which came on at the Oid Bailey, in Scptember
sessions, 1777 : the indictment consisted of twenty-
four counts, on twelve of which the jury pro-
nounced him guilty. The prisoner’s counsel ob-
jected to judgment being passed, on account of 3
supposed ingccuracy ip the indictment, and the mat-
ter was left to be argued by the judges. Having
remained in Newgate some months after his n::g
Mr. Harrison petitioned for the judges to meet,
that he might be heard by counsel. He was ad-
vised by an illustrious personage to wave the plea
on which his petition was founded, and in conse-
3uence thereof the petition was immediately with.

rawn. In a few days a messenger came to New-
gate, and delivered Mr. Harrison the agreeable
news, that his ‘Majesty had been graciously pleased
to grant him an unconditional *pardon ; and the
same cvening an order was ‘delivered to I\:fr. Aker-
man for his immediate enlargement. . Harrison had
been accomptant to the London Assurance Com-
pany ninetéen years and a half, when it was dis-
covcred that he had betrayed the confidence re-
posed in him : and till that period his character was
without a blemish, and he was held in the highest
esteem by all his acquaintance. :

* In consequence of a note, which the reader will
find by reverting to the case cf Dr. Dodd, we have
thought proper to insert the present case.

) o EpiToR.
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‘HARTLEY,' JOHN, (MURDERER,) was a
‘private in the third regiment of guards, who was
tried for the wilful murder of George Scott, ano-
ther soldier. Henry Keridrick, also a soldier, swore
that he, the deceased, and another, of the name of
Rudkin, with Davis, a higler, were together at

" - the Black Lion. at Bayswater, on the 2gth of Ja-

nuary, 1800, in the afternoon; that about six
o'clock, the prisoner and his brother-in-law James
_Bull came in, they had some ale, and at near eight
o’clock Bull went away. " The prisoner then wished
to join their company, and wanted to drink with
them, but to this the witness objected, telling him,

b had better keep his own company : the deceased -
then interfered in his favour, answering,. that they
were all soldiers, and that his pot was as good as
another’s. ~‘The prisoner then joined them. They
remained till they had four pots together, when
Rudkin, considermg it was time to return to his

barracks, they paid the reckoning, agreeing at-the .
same time to have a parting pot. This the witness
fetched, and observed, that ag it was only pence a
piece it had beétter be paid for at once, for short
reckonings made long friends. The prisoner imme-
diately said, ¢ I'll see you d—d before ']l give you
apenny.” ¢ Nay (returned the witness), there is
no.occasion to see one d—d, but you ought to pay
if you drink among us.’ On this the deceased start-
ed up and said, that as he had been the cause of in-

troducing the prisoner into their company, sooner
than there should be any words, he would pay the
-penny for him,. as soon as he came back from-the
door; to which he wanted to go 5 and then approach-
jng the door, the prisoner thrust hissword.into him,
and which the witness saw him: draw out of the belly
of the deceased, who cried out, < I'm 3 dead man.”
: ) * aL3 The
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The deceased then stept bitk, fell, 48d expired in
about a quarter of an hour. The prisoner then hoid-
ing up his sword, the witness struck him over the
arm, took the sword away, and broke it. The
isoner then attepapted to escape; but Davis and
udkin strack him several blows over the face; and
then secured him. This witness accompanied the
constable to town, when be had the prisoner in cus-
tody, the latter.of whom said to him; as théy went
along, * Don’t hurt me; there is no oceasion for
you totell all you know.”” The whole of this
was confirmed by Rudkin and Davis, and théy all
three positively affirmed that no one strack the pri-
soner, until after he had given the faral wound 5
that none of them played at domino along with the
isoner, nor had they any spirits todrink. TFhe
lord confirmed the latter part of their testimo-
ny, and added, that he hadw heard neithér high
words nor scufie, but that they appeared, as far ad
be saw, to be very company, until- the fatal
eircumstance took place, on which he went into the
room, and the man was lying on the floor. The'
surgeon who had examined the body desctibed it as
having received a wound in the belly, about two
inches froin. the navel, which appeaved to him tb
have been made by a kind of dagger, and which
wound was most certainly the cause of his death;
The prisoner, in his defefice, gave an' account of
his going. to the aboveé housé ; and theri said that as
soon a¢ his brother was gone, the deceased chali¢ng-
ed him to play at.domino for half a galion of beer;
that they did so, and he, the prisontr,’ lost the
game ; that he then went to , and they awak-
ened him, for the pu of making: him pay fput
of six pots of beer; they then tossed up for
shilling’s worth of gin, which was brought in, ril‘l:d
. ) being

.
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being drank, ‘he laid bis bead down upon tBe table ;
he was awakened the second.time, and asked for a.
penny towards anathet pot of beer, which.hé refus-
ing to give, the. decedsed struck him several timgs
ony the face, and gave him two black eyes. He
threatened, if he, was struck again, he would. cut
hit down with his -swoid : . Kendrick asked what,
he said ¢ he repeated it, when they bedt, him over
the face until the bload came out of his mouthy
and in that state he "had' made use of his swérds
—Three witnesses were called to shew Rudkin had
iven a different account of the transaction, and to*
E:t the idea of his being actuated' by malice, front
his having\said, ¢¢ Fhe. prizoner is a big villain, he
_ has killed my comrade, I'll never forgive him, but
would go an hundred miles to see him hanged.”—
‘The colonel of the third regiment of foot guardsy
the setjeant of the company to which he belongedy
and- at least a dozen respectablé witnesses appeared
in the prisoner’s behalf, dll of whom spoke of hinf
as.a quiet humané young man. Baron Hdthamy
who tried the cause, then called the several witnes-
ses again, consisting of the constable and. the com'..
pany who were present, but they were all clear and
consistent in their testimony, and agreed,. that the
beating was after the murder. The Jury went out
. of Court, and after a.consultation of near half an
houry returned a verdice—Guilty. Having. re.

ceived sentence of death, . he suffered the ehsuin,

Monday, February z¢. He conducted himself wit
great fortitulle, bowing repeatedly to his comrades;
who. attended in great numbers. Previous to his
being turned off; he requested that his infant child
might be brought to him; at sight of which hé
seemed much agitated, and kissed it with -g’;at.’ afs
. ection.
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fection. Two femaleswho were in the crowd faint-
ed, and were with difficulty conveyed away.
HATFIELD, JOHN, (fFoRGERY,) known
by the appellation of the Keswick IuposTor,
was born in the year 1759, at Mortram in Long-
dale, Cheshire, of low descent, but i
great natural abilities. After some Jomestic de-
ations, he quitted his family, and was em-
oyed in the capacity of a rider to a linen-draper
in the North of England. In the course of this
service he became acquainted with a young woman,
Wwho was nursed and resided at a farmer’s house in
the neighbourhood of his employer. She bad been,
in her earlier life, taught to consider .the people
with whom she lived as her parents. Remote from
the gaicties and follies of what is so idly denomi-
pated polished life, she was unacquainted with the
allurements of fashion, ind considered her domes-
tic duties as the only object of her consideration.
When this deserving girl had arrived at a certain
age, the honest farmer explained to her the secret
o%thet birth. He told her that, notwithstanding
she had always considered him as her parent, he
was in fact only her poor guardian, and that she
‘was the natural daughter of Lord Robert Man-
- pers, who intended to give her one thousand
pounds, provided she married with his approba-
tion. This discovery soon reached the ears of
Hatfield. He immediately paid his respects at the
farmer’s, and having represented himself as a young
man of considerable expectations in the wholesale:
Jinen business, his visits were not discountenanced.
The farmer, however, thought it incumbent: on
bim to acquaint his lordship with a propesal made
to.him by Hatfield ; that he would mairy the young
. ' . woman,
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wonsan, if her yelations wére satisfied with their
union, ‘“ but on no other terms.”” This bad s6
much the appearance of an honourable and pru-
dent intention, that his lordship, on being made ©
acquainted with the circumstances, desired to see.
the Jover. He accordingiy paid his respects to the
noble and _unsuspecting parent, who, conceiving
the young man to be what he represented himselfy
gave his consent at the first interview, and, thé
day. after the marriage took place, presented the
bridegroom with a dratt on his banker for 1500l
‘This transaction took place about the year 1771 or
3772. Shortly after the receipt of his lprdship’{
bounty, Hatfield set off for London; hired a smal
-phaeton ; was perpetually at the coffee-houses in
Covent Garden ; - described himself to whatever
company he thanced to meet. as a near relation of
the Rutland family} would frequently purchase a
haunch of venison ; invite his coffee-house acquaint:
ances to dine with him, and entertain them with a
flowing description of his park.in YorksHire, and
the flavour of the venisan it produced, a specimen
of which he had given them.  These idle and ros
mantic tales passed current for a few weeks, when
some of his now acquaintanct began to find him
out, and frequedtly jeered him on his being ad
adept in what they styled ¢ ‘poctical prose, or thg
beauties of imagination.”” Hatfield, however, was
insensible to all these rebukes, and continned to
retail his preposterous fabrications with such an aig
- of corfidence, that be became generally knowa
throughout Covent Garden by tlhie name of *¢ Ly:
ing Hatfield.”  The rharriage portion beihg near.
ly exhausted, he retreated from London, and wag
scarcely heard of until about the year 1732, .when
be again visited the metropplis, and wa&shof.gtly.
: arters
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afterwards arrested, and committed to the King"

Bench prison for a debt, amounting to the sum of

360l cral unfortanate gentlemen, then con-
- fined in the same place, had been of his parties

when he flourished in Covent-Garden, and per
ceiving him in great rty, frequently invited
bim to dinner; yet, such was_the unaccountable
disposition of this man, that notwithstanding he’
knew there ‘were people present who were tho-
roughly acquainted with his character, still he
would continue to describe his Yoikshire park, his
estate in Rutlandshire, settled upon his wife, and
genenally wind up the whole with observing how
vexatious it was to be confined at the suit of a
¢ paultry tradesman,™ for so insignificant a sum,
ot the very moment when he had thirty men em-
Pployed in ¢ cutting a piece of water** near the fa-
mily mansion in Yorkshire. At the time Hatfield
became a prisoner in the King’s Bench, the late
unfortunate Valentine Morris, formerly governor
of the Island of St. Vincent, was confined in the
. same place. This gentleman was frequently visited
by a clergyman of the most benevolent and humane
disposition. Hatfield soon -directed his attention
to this good man, and one day carnes:ly invited
him to attend him to his chamber. After some,
preliminary apologies, he implored the worthy pas-
tor never to disclose what he was going to commu-
nicate, The divine assured him, the whole should
remain in his bosom. ¢ Then,” said Hatfield,
¢ you see before you a man nearly allied to the
house of Rutland, and possessed of estates (here
followed the'old story of the Yorkshire park, the
Rutlandshire property, &c. &c.);. yet, notwith-
standing all this wealth (continued he) I am .de-
tained in this wretched place, for the insignificant

. : sum
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sum of 160l. But the truth is, Sir, I would not
have my situation known to any man in the world,
but my worthy relative his Grace <f Rutland.—
(The father of the present duke was then living.)
Indeed, I would rather remain a captive for ever.
But, Sir, if yoy would have the goodness to pay

your respects to this worthy nobleman, and frankly

describe how matters are, he will at once send me -
the money by you, and this mighty business will
not only be instantly settled, but I shall have the
satisfaction of introducing you'to a connection
which may be attended with happy consequences.*®
‘The honest clergyman readily undertook the com=
mission, paid his respects to the duke, and pathe-
tically described the unfortunate situation ‘of his
amiable relative. His Grace of Rutland not recole
Jecting at the moment such a name as Hatfield,
expressed his astonishmient at the application.—
‘This reduced the worthy divine to a very awkward
situation, and he faltered in his speech when he
began making an apology, which the duke per-
ceiving; he very kindly observed, that he believed
the whole was some idle tale of an impostor, for
that he never knew any person of the name menti-
oned, although he had some feint recollection of
hearing Lord Robert, his relation, say that he had
married a natural daughter of his to a tradesman
in the north of England, and whose name he be-
lieved was Hatfield. The reverend missionary was
so confounded, that he immediately retired, and -
proceeded to the prison, where he gave the unhap-
Py gentleman, in the presence of Mr. Morris, a
mast severe lecture 1 but the appearance of this ve-
nerable man as his friend, had the effect which
Hatfield expected ; for the duke sent to enquire if

_ he were the man that maried the natural dmglm:‘

1
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of Lord Rohert Manners, and being satisfied as to
the fact, dispatched a messenger with 200l. and
had him released. In the year 1784 or 1785, his
Grace of Rutland was appointed lord lieutenant of |
Ireland, and, shortly after his arrival in Dublin,
Hatfield made his appearance in that. city. He
immediately on his landing engaged a suite of
spartments at a hotel in College-green, and repre-
sented himself as nearly allied to the viceroy, but
that he could not appear at the Castle until his
horses, servants, and carriages, were arrived, which
he ordered, before his leaving land, to be ship-
ed at Liverpool. The easy and familiar manner
in which he addressed the master of the hotel, per-
fectly satisfied him that he had 2 man of conse-
quence in his house, and matters were arranged ac-
cordingly. This being adjusted, Hatficld soon
found his way to Lucass coffee-house, a place
which people of a certain rank generally Emlucnt.
and, it being a new scene, the Yorkshire park, the
Rutlandshire estate, and the -connections with the
Rutland family, stood their ground very well for
about 2 month. At the expiration of this time,
the bill at the hotel amounted to upwards of 6ol.
The landlord became importunate, and after ex-
ressing his astonishment at the non-arrival of Mr..
;htﬁeld‘s domestics, ‘&c. requested he might be
rmitted to send in his bill. This did not in the -
ast confuse Hatfield; he immediately told the
master of the hotel, that very fortunately his agent,
who received the rents of his estates in the north of °
England, was then in Ireland, and held a public
"employment; he lamented that his agent was not
then in Dublin; but he had the pleasure to know
his stay in the country would not exceed three days.
*‘Fhis satisfied the landlord ; and, at the cxpimtionf
5 oo
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of the shree days, he called upon the gentleman,
‘whose name Hatfield had given him, and presented
the account. Here followed another scene of con-
fusion and surprise. ‘The supposed -agent of the
Yorkshire estate very frankly told the man, who
delivered the bill, that he had no other knowledge
of the person who sent him, than what commeon
report furnished him with, that his general cha-
racter in London was that of a romantic simpleton, -
whose plausibilitics had imposed on several lpeopl(},
and rlunged himself into repeated difficulties.~—
The landlord retired, highly thankful for the in-
formation, and immediately arrested his guest, who
was lodged in the prison of the Marshalsea. . Hat-
field had scarcely seated himself in his new lodg-
ings, when he visited the gaoler’s wife in her apart-
ment, and, in a whisper, requested of her not to
tell any person that she had in her custody a near
relation of the then Viceroy. The woman, asto-
nished at the discovery, immediately shewed him
into the best apartment in. she prison, had a table
provided, - and she, her husband, and Hatfield,
constantly dined together for nearly three wecks,
in the utmost harmony and good humour. Dur-
inﬁ this time he had petitioned the duke for an-
other supply, who, apprehensive that Hatfield
might continue his impositions in Dublin, releas-
ed him, on condition of his immediately quitting
Ireland ; and his grace sent a servant, who con.
ducted him on board the packet that sailed the
next tide for Holyhead, A few years after his ar-
rival on this side the water, he was' arrested for a
debt contracted in the north of England, and re-
mained in prison for cight years, when he was libe-
rated by 3 lady, who also gave him her hand in
. VOLu. oz M mar-
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marriage. Some time after he was liberated, he
had the good fortune to connect himsclf with some
respectable tradesmen in Devonshire, where he
might have lived happily, secluded from those who
formerly knew him, and acquired an hone:t inde-
pendence ; but deception was so rooted. in his na-
ture, that he could never shake it off. He was
soon detected in fraudulent })ra'ctiecs; and, in or-
der to bring his villainies to light, declared a bank-
rupt—ieaving behind his wite, late Miss Nation,
and two infant children, at Tiveiton. He visited
other places; and at length, in July 1802, arrived
at the Queen’s Head in Keswick, in a carriage,

but without amy servart, where he assumed the
" mame of the Honourable Alexander Augustos
Hope, brother of the Earl of Hopetoun, and
sember for Linlithgow. Unfortunately some evil
genius directed his steps to the onee happy cottage
of poor Mary, tlre daughter of Mr. and Mrs: Ro-
. binson, an old couple, who kept a small public-
house at the side of the beautiful lake of’ Butter-
mere, Cumberland, and by industry gained a lirtle
roperty. She was the only daughter, and proba-
ly her name had never been known to the public,
but for the account given of her by the author of
¢ A Fortnight's Ramble to the Lakes in West.
moreland, Lancashire, and Cumberland.”™ He now
became acquainted with an Irish gentieman, and
member of the then Irish parliament, who had
been resident with his family some months at Kes-
wick. With this gentleman, and under his im-
mediate protection, there was likewise a young
Jady of fgmily and fortune, and of great personal
attraction. One of the means which Haifield used
to introduce himself to this respectable family, was
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the following :—Understanding that the gentleman
had becn a military man, he took an army list from
his pocket, and pointed to his assumed name, the
Hon. Alex. Aug. Hope, lieut.-colonel of (he r4th
regt. of foot. This new acquaintance daily gained
strenith,_md he shortly paid bis addresses to the
daughter of the above gentleman, and obtained
her consent.  The wedding clothes were bought §
but, previously to the ,wedding-day being fixed,
she insisted that the pretended Col. Hope should
introduce thg subject formally to her friends. He
now pretended to write letters, and while waiting.
for the answers, proposed to employ that time in a
. trip to Lord Hopetoun’s seat, &c. From“this time
he played a double e: his visits to Keswick
became frequent, and his suit to the young lady
assiduous and fervent. Still, however, both at
Keswick and Buttermere, he was somewhat shy of
appearing in public. He was sure to be engaged
in a fishing expedition on the day in which any
company was expected at the pub{ic-house at But-
termgre 3 and he never attended the church at Kes~
wick but once. Finding his schemes bafiied to ob«
tain this young lady and her fortune, he now ap-
lied himself wholly to gain possession of Mary
obinson. He made the most minute enquiries
among the neighbours into every circumstance re-
lating to her and ber family; and at length the
pretended Col. Hope, in company with the clergy-
man, procured a license on the st of October,
and they were publicly married in the church of
Lorton, on Saturday, October the zd. On the
day previous to his marriage, he wrote to. Mr, —,
informing him, that he was under the necessity of
being absent for ten days on a journey into Scot-
Jand, and sent him a draft for 30l. drawa on Mr.
2 M2 Crump,
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Crump, of Liverpool, desiring him to cash it, and
ay some small debts in Keswick with it, and send
Iim over the balance, as he feared he might be
short of cash on the road.  This Mr. imme-
diately did, and sent him ten guineas in addition
to the balance. On the Saturday, Wood, the
landlord of the Queen’s Head, returned from Lor-
ton, with the public intelligence that Col. Ho,
bad married the ¢ Beauty of Buttermere.®

3t was clear, whoever he was, that he had acted
unworthily and dishonourably, Mr. «—"s suspi-
cions were of course awakened. He instantly re-
mitted the drift to Mr. Crump, who immediately
accepted it. Mr. M——, the friend of the young
lady whom he first paid his addresses - to, wrote to
the Earl of Hopetoun. Before the answer arrived,
" the pretended Honourable returned with his wife
to Buttermere. He went only as far as Longtown,
where he reccived two letters, seemed much trou-
_bled that some friends whom he expected had not
atrived there, stayed three days, and then told his
wife that he would again go back to Buttermere.
From this time she was seized with fears and sus-
picions. They returued, however, and their re-
turn was made known at Keswick. A Mr. Hard~
ing, a Welch judge, and a very singular man,
Ppassing through Keswick, heard of this impostors
and sent his servant over to Buttermere with a note
to the supposed Col. Hope, who observed, ¢ that
it was a mistake, and that the note was for a bro-
therof his.”* However, -he sent for four “horses,
and came over to Keswick, drew another dratt on
Mr. Crump for 20l. which the landlord _at the
Quéen's Head had the courage to cash. Of this
sum, he immediately sent the ten guineas to Mr.
~——, who came and introduced him to the judge,
T R . _ as
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as his old' friend Col. Hope. But he made a blank
denial that he had ever assumed the name. He had
- said his name was Hope, but not that he was the
¢¢ honourable member for Linlithgow,” &c. &c.
and one who had been his frequent conipanion,. his
intimate at Buttermere, gave evidence to the same
purpose: In spite, however, of his impudent as-
sertions, and those of his associate, the evidence
against him was decisive. A warrant was given by
Sir Fred. Vane, on the clear proof of his having -
forged and received several franks as the member
for Linlithgow, and be was committed to the care
of a constable. , Having, however, found means to
escape, he took refuge for a few days on board a
sloop off Ravinglass, and then went in the coach
to Ulverstone, and was afterwards scen at the hotel
in Chester. In the mean time, the foliowing ad-
vertisement, sctting foith his person and manners,
was inserted in the public prints :— '

¢ Notorious Impostor, Sawindler, and Felon!

_¢¢ John Hatfield, who lately married a young wo-
man, commonly called the Beauty of Buttermere,
under an assumed name : height about five feet ten

. inches; aged about 44; full face, bright eyes,
thick eyebrows, strong but light beard, good com-
plexion, with some colour; thick, but not very
Prominent nose, smiling countenance, fine teeth,
a scar on one of his cheeks near the chin, very
long thick light hair, and a great deal of it grey,
done up in a club; stiff square shouldered, full
breast and chest, rather corpulent, and strong
limbed, but very active ; and has rather a spring
in his gait, with apparently a little hitch in bring-
iug up onpe legy the two middle fingers of his lett

. aM3 hand



‘02 HATFIELD.

hand are stiff from an old wound : he has some.
thing of the Irish brogue in his speech ; fluent and
elegant in his language, great command of words,
frequently puts his hand to his heart; very fond of
compliments, and generally addressing himself to
persons most distinguished bg rauk or sitoation,
attentive in the extreme to females, and likely to
insinuate himself where there are young ladies. —
He was in America during the war, is fond of talk-
ing of his wounds and exploits there, and of mili-
tary subjects, as well as of Hatfield-hall, and his
estates in Derbyshire and Cheshire ; of the anti-
quity of his family, whom he prétends to trace to
the Plantagencts. He makesa boast of having often -
been engaged in duels; he bas been a great travel-
ler also, by his own account, and talks of Egypt,
‘Turkey, and Italy: and, in short, has a general
knowledge of subjects, which, together with his
engaging manners, is well calculated to impose on
the credulous. He had art enough to connect him-
self with some very respectable merchants in De-
vonshire, as a partner in business, but having swin-
dled them out of large sums, he was made a sepa-
rate bankrupt in June, 1802. He cloaks his de-
eeptions under the mask of religion, appears fond
of religious conversation, and makes a point of at-
tending divine service and popular preachers."

Though he was personally known at Cheshire
.to many of the inhabitants, yet this specious hy-
pocrite had so artfully disguised himself, that he
quitted the town without any suspicion, before the
Bow-street officers reached that place in quest of
him. He was then traced to Brielth in Brecknock-
shire, and was at length apprehiended about 16
miles from Swansea, and committed to Brecon
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gaol. He had a cravat on, with his initials, J. H.
which he attempted to account for, by calling him-

self John Henry. Before the magistrates he de- °

clared himself to be Tudor Henry; and in order
to prepossess the honest Cambrians in- his -favour,
boasted that he. was descended from an ancient fa-
mily in Wales, for the inhabitants of which coun-
try hre had ever entertained a sincere regard. - He
was, however, conveyed up to town by one of the
Bow street officers, ‘'where he was examined on his
arrival before the magistrates, The solicitor for
his bankruptcy attended to identify his person, and
stated, that the commission of bankruptcy was is-
sued against Hatfield in June, 1802 ; that he at-
tended the last meeting of the commissioners, but
the prisoner did not appear, salthough due notice
of the bankruptcy had been given in the Gazette,
and he himself had given a personal notice to the
prisoner’s wife at Wakefield, near Tiverton, De-
von. Mr. Parkyn, the solicitor to the post-office,
‘produced a .warrant from Sir Fred. Vane, Bart. a
magistrate for the county of Cumberland, against
the prisoner, by the name of the Hon. Alex. Aug.
Hope, charging him with felony, by pretending to
ke a member of parliament of the United King-
dom, and franking several letters by the name of
A. Hope, to several persons, which were put into
the post-office at Keswick, in Cumberland, in or-
.der to evade the duties of postage. Another charge
for forgery, and the- chaige of bigamy, were ex-
plained to him, but not entered into, as.he was
committed for trial for these charges 'at the next
assizes at Carlisle. He conducted himself with the
greatest propricty during his journey to town, and
on his examination : but said nothing more than
answering a few questions put to him by Sir I}‘kh(i
or

&£
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Ford and the solicitors. He was then dressed ina
black coat and waistcoat, fustian breeches and
boots, and wore his hair tied behind, without pow-
der. His appearance was sespectable, though quite
in dishabille. The Duke of Camberland and se-
veral other gentlemen were present at his examina.
tion ; in the course of which the following letter
. was produced :— .

Kesavick, October the first, 1802,
Fobn Crump, Esqg. Liverpool.
Free, A. Hope.

Buttermere, Oct. 1, 18012,
¢ DEAR SIR,

" ¢¢ Y have this day received Mr, Kirkman's kind
letter from Manchester, promising me the happi-
ness of seeing you both in about ten days, which
will indeed give me great pleasure ; and you can,
too, be of verg valuable service to me at this place,
particulars of which, when we meet, though I
shall probably write to you again in a few days.—
The chief purpose for which I'write this, is to de-
sire you will be so good as to accept a bill for me,
dated Buttermere, the 15t of October, at ten days,
and I will either give you cash for it here, or remit
it to you in time, which ever way you please to
say. It is drawn in favour of Nath. Mont. More,
Esq. Be pleased to present my best respects to your
lady, and say, I hope, erc the winter clapses, to
pay her my personal respects; for, if you will ma-
nage so as to passa little time with me in Scot-
land, I will promise to miake Liverpool in my way
to London. ‘With the truest esteem,

«¢ I am, dear Sir, your’sever, A. HOPE.™

This
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This letter, it was proved, passed free of the
ostage. Another letter was also produced from
is wife at Tiverton, and a certificate of his mar-
tiage with-Mary of Buttermere. His trial came
on Aug. 15, 1803, at the assizes for Cumberland,
before the Hon. Alex. Thompson, Knt. He stood
charged upon ‘the three following indictments :—
1. With having assumed the name and title of the
Hon. Alex. Aug. Hope, and pretending to be a
member-of parliament of ‘the. United Kingdom of .
Great Britain-and Ireland, and with having, about
the month of October last, under -such false and
fictitious name and character, drawn a draft or
bill of exchange, in the name of Alex. Hope, up-
on John Crump, Esq. for the sum of zol. payable
to George Wood of Keswick, Cumberland, inn-
keeper, or order, at the end of 14 days from the -
date of the said draft or bill of exchange. 2. With
making, uttering, and publishing as true, a cer-
tain faic, forged, and counterfeit bill of exchange,
with the name of Alex. Augustus Hope thereunto
falsely set and subscribed, drawn upon Jn. Crumpy
Esq. dated the first day of Oct. 1802, and payable
to Nath. Mont, More, or order, ten days after date
for jol. sterling. 3. With having assumed the
name of Alex. Hope, and pretending to be a mem-
. ber of parliament of the United Kingdom of Great
Britain and Ireland, the brother of the Rt. Hon.
Lord Hopetoun, and a colonel in the army; and -
under such false and fictitious name and character, '
at various times in -the month of QOctober, 1802,
having forged and counterfeited the hand-writing
of the said” Alex. Hope, in the superscription of
certain letters or packets, in order to avoid the pay-

ment of the duty of postage. During the evider%ca
oy
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for the prosecution, the circumstances already men-
tioned were clearly proved, after which the judge
with a great deal of perspicuity and force, summed
wp the whole of the evidence, and commented upon
such parts as peculiarly affected the fate of the
prisoner.  ¢* Nothing could be more clearly proved
than that the prisoner did make the bill or bills in
question under the assumed name of Alex. Augus-
tus Hope, with an intention to defraud. That the
prisoner used the additional name of Augustus is
of no consequence in this question. . The evidence

oves clearly that the prisoner meant to represent

imself to be amother character, and under that,
assumed character he drew the bill in question.  If
any thing sbould appear in mitigation of the offen-
ces with which the prisoner stands charged, thez
must give them a full consideration; and thoug
bis character had been long shaded with obloquy,
yet they must not leg this in the least influence the -
verdict they were sworn to give,” The jury con-
sulted about ten minutes, and then returned a ver-
dict of —Guilty.

The trial commenced about eleven o’clock in the
forcnoon and ended about seven in the evening,
during the whole of which time the coust was ex-
cessively crowded. Never perhaps in Carlisle did |
there a cause come before a court of justice which
claimed such a general interest. The prisoner’s
behaviour in court was proper and dignified, and he
supported his situation from first to last with un-
shaken fortitude- He employed himself during the
greatest part of his trial in writing notes on the
evidence given, and in conversing with-his counsel,
Messrs. Topping and Holyroyd.—After the verdict
of the jury was given, be discovered no relaxation
of his accustomed demeanour; but after the court
: . " adjourned,
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adjourried, he retired from the bar, and was ordered -
to attend the next morning to receive the sentence
of the law. The crowd was immense, and he was
allowed a post-chaise from the Townhall to the gaol.
At eight o’clock the next.morning, the court met
. again, when John Hatficld, the prisoner, appeared
at_the bar to reccive his sentence. Numbers of
people gathered together to witness this painful
duty of the law passed upon one whose appearance,
manners, and actions, had excited a most uncome«
mon degree of interest. After proceeding in the
usual form, the judge addressed the prisoner in the
following terins: ¢ John Hatfield, after the long
and serious investigation of the charges which have
been preferred againyou, you have been found
guilty by a jury of your country. You have been
distinguished for crimes of such magnitude as have
seldom, if ever, received any mitigation of capital
punishment, and in your case it is impossible it can
be limited.—Assuming the person, name, and cha-
racter of a worthy and respectable officer, of a noble
family in this country, you have perpetrated and
committed the most epormous crimes.” The long
imprisonment you have undergone has afforded time
for your serious reflection, and an opportunity of
your being deeply impressed with a sense of the
* enormity of your crimes, and the justice of that
sentence which must be inflicted vpon you, and I
wish you to be seriously impressed with the awful.
ness ‘of your situation. I conjure you to reflect
with anXxious care and deep concern on your ap-
proaching end, concerning which much remains to
be done. Lay aside now your delusions and im-
Kcsition, and employ properly the short space you
ave to live. I beseech you to employ the remain-
ing part of your time in preparing for ctcmity,hso
. that
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that you may find mercy in the hour of death and
in the day o; judgment. Hear now the sentence of
the law :—That you he camried from hence to the
place from whence you came, and from thence to
the place of execution, and there to be hanged by
the neck till you are dead,—and may the Lord have
mercy on your soul!” A notion very generally
prevailed that he would not be brought to justice,
and the arrival of the mail was daily expected with
the greatest impatience. No pardon arriving, Secp-
tember 3, 1803, (Saturday) was at last fixed upon
for the execution. The gallows was_erected the
- preceding night between twelve and three, in an
island formed by the river Eden on the north side
of the town, between the two bridges. From the
hour when the jury found him guilty, he behaved
with the utmost serenity and cheerfulness. He
received the visits of all who wished to see him, and
talked on the topics of the day with the greatest
iuterest or indifference. He could scarcely ever be
brought to speak, of his own case. He neither
blamed the verdict, nor made any counfession of his
guilt. He said that he had no intention to defraud
those whose names he forged ; but was never heard
to say that he was to die unjustly. By clevenin the
morning, appointed for the execution, he was in the
chapel of the gaol with the chaplain. He con-
tinued performing his devotions for several hours.
He had determined to have all his business over
before he arrived at the scaffold, that he might
remain as short a time as possible under the gaze of
the mob. The post coming in a little before three,
and bringing neither pardon nor reprieve, the under
sheriff and a detachment of the Cumberland yeo-
mansry immediately repaired to the prison, near the
English gate. A prodigious ¢rowd had previously

] ’ : assembled.
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assembled.  This was the market-day, and people
had come from the distance of many miles out of
mere curicsity. A post-chaise was brought for him
from the Bush Inn. Having taken farewell of the
clergyman, who attended him to the door, he
mounted the steps with much steadiness and compo-
sure. The gaoler and executioner went in along
with him. The latter had been brought from
Dumfiries upon a retaining fee of ten guineas. . It
was exactly four o’clock when the procession moved
from the gaol. Passing through the Scotch gate,
in about twelve minutes it arrived on the Sands.
Half the yeomanry went before the carriage, and
- “the other half behind. Upon arriving on the ground,
they formed a ring round the scaffold. It is said
that he wished to have had the blinds drawn up,
but that such an indulgence was held inconsistent
with the interest of public justice. Assoon as the car-
riage-door had been opened by the'under sheriff, the
culprit alighted with his two companions. A small
dung cart, boarded over, had been placed under
the gibbet, A ladder was placed to this'stage,
which he instantly ascended. He was dressed in a
black jacket, black silk waistcoat, fustian panta-
loons, white cotton stockings, and ordimary shoes,
He wore no powder in his hair. He was perfectly
cool and collected. - At the same time his conduce
displayed nothing of levity, of insensibility, or of
hardihocod. He was more anxious to give proof of
resignation than of heroism.—His countenance was
extremely pale, but his hand never trembled. He
immediately untied his handkerchiéf, and placed
a bandage over ‘his eyes. The executioner was
extremely aukward, and Hatfield found it neces-
sary te give varicus directions as to the placing of
the rope, &c.  He several times put on a languid
2 N and

’
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. and piteous smile. He at last seemed rather ex-
hausted and faint. = Having been near three weeks
under sentence of death, he must have suffered
much, notwithstanding his external bearing ; and a
reflection of the misery he had occasioned must have
iven him many an agonizing throb. Having'taken

ﬁave of the gaoler and the sheriff, he prepared him.
self for his fate. He was heard at this time to ex-

- claim, ¢ My spirit is strong, though my body is
weak.”* Great apprehensions were entertained that
it would be necessary to tie him up a second time.
The noose slipped twice, and he fell down above

- eighteen inches. His feet at last were almost touch-

ing the ground. But his excessive weight, which

occasioned this accident, speedily relieved him from
pain. He expired in a moment, and without any
struggle, The ceremony of his hands being tied ~
behind his back was satisfied by a piece of white
tape passed loosely from one to theother. Bur ke
never made the smallest effort to relieve himself.

He was cut down after he had hung about an hour,

On the preceding Wednesday, -he had made a car-

. peater take his measure for a cofin. He gave

particular directions that it should be large, as he

meant to be laid in it with all his clothes on. ¥t
was made of oak, adorned with plates, and extremely
handsome every way. A hearse followed with ¢
to the ground, and afterwards bore him away. It
was understood that the body was to be buried in
the parish of Burgh, about ten miles west of this
eity. It seeshe had a great terror of his body being
taken up, and though he-was told that it would be
safer for him to be buried in the city, yet hg
geferrcd Burgh, a place extremely sequestered.
e is said to have been acquainted with the parson.
It has however been asserted, that the conscientious
_ parishioners
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parishioners of Burgh objected to his being laid
there, and that he was consequently interred in St,
. Mary’s church-yard, the usual place for those who |
- come to an untimely end. Notwithstanding his
various and complicated enormities, his untimely
end excited considerable commiseration in this place.
His manners were extremely polished and insinuat-
" ing, and he was possessed of qualities which might
have rendered him an ornament to society.
HAWES, NATHANIEL (ROBBER) was &
native of Norfolk, in whith county he was born in
the year 1701.  His father was a grazier in ample
circumstances, but dying while the son was an ine.
fant,.a relation in Hertfordshire took carg of his
education. At a proper age he was apprenticed to
an upholsterer in London; but becoming connect
with people of bdd character, and thus acquiring
an early habit of vice, he robbed his master when
Be had served only two years of his time ; for which
he was tried at the Old Bailey, and being convicted
of stealing to the amount ot thirty-nine shillings,
was sentenced to seven years transportation. This
sentence, however, was not carried into execution, -
owing to the following circumstance. A man
- mamed Phillips had encouraged the unhappy youth
in his depredations, by purchasing, at a very low

. rate, such goods as he stole from his master: but

when Hawey was taken into custody, he gave in-
formation of this affair, in consequence of which a
search-warrant was procured, and many cffects
belonging to Hawes’s master were found in Phillips’s *
possession.  Hercupon application was made to the
king, and a free pardon was granted to Hawes,
whereby he was rendered a competent evidence
against Phillips, who was tried for receiving stolen
§o0ds, and trafisported for fourteen years. Hawes,

IN2 during
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during his confinement in Newgate, had made such
bad connections ss greatly contributed to the con-
tamination of his morals; and soon after his
reicase, he connected himself with a set of bad
fellows who acted under the direction of Jonathan
Wild ; and haviag made 2 particular acquaintaace
with onc Jobn James, they joined in the commis-
siou of a number of robberies. After an uncommon
share of success for some days, they quarrelled on
the division of the booty, in consequenee each
acted on his own account. Some little time after
they had thus separated, Hawes, being apprehensive
that James would impeach him, applied te Jonathan
Wild, and informed against his old acquaintance,
on which James was taken into custody, tried, con-
wicted, and executed. Notwithstanding this con-
viction, the court senteneed Hawes to be imprisoned
in New-Prison, and that gaol was preferred to
Newgate, because the prisoners in the latter had
threatened to murder Hawes, for being an evidence
against James. Herce it should be observed, that
by an act of the 4th and sth of William and Mary,
for the more effectual conviction of highwaymen,
the evidence of accomplices is allowed; but the
evider:ce cannel caim bis Liberty unless two.or more
ot lis accomplices are convicted ; du? may be im-
prisoned during the pleasure of the comrt.—Soon
after his commitment, Hawes and another fellow
made their escape, and entering into partnership,
committed a variety of robberics, particularly in
the road between Hackney and Shoreditch. This
coanection like the former, Jasted but a short time :
a dispute on diriding their jll-gotten gaius occa-
sionad a separation : soon atter which, Hawes went
alone to Finchley-Common, where meeting with a
geutleman riding to town, he presented a pistol tq

his
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his breast, and commanded him instaritly to dis-
mount, that he might search him for his money.
‘The gentleman offered him four shillings, on which
Hawes swore the most horrid oaths, and threatened *
instant death, if he did not immediately submit,
‘The gentleman quitted his horse, and in the same
moment seized the pistol, which he snatched from
the hand of the robber, and presenting it to him,
told” him to expect death if he did not, surrender
. bimself. Hawes, who was now as terrified as he
had been insolent, made no oppositien; and the
driver of a cart coming up just at that juncture, he
was easily made prisoner, conveyed to London, and
committed to Newgate. When the sessions came
on, and he was brought to the bar, he refused to
plead to his ihdictment, alledging the following
reason for so doing; that he would die, as he
had lived, like a gentleman: ¢ The people (said
ke) who apprchended me, seized a suit of fine
clothes, which I intended to have gone to the gal-
Jows in; and unless they are returned I will not
lead ; for no one shall say that I was hanged in 2
irty shirt and ragged coat.”” On this he was told
what would be the consequence of his contempt of
legal authority ; but this making no impression on
him, sentence was promounced that he should be
pressed to death, whereupon he was taken from
the court, and being Jaid on his back, sustained a
Joad of two hundred and fifty pounds weight abous
seven minutes ; but unable any longer to bear the
pain, he entreated he might be conducted back ta
the court, which being complied with, he pleaded
¢ Not guilty ;> but the evidence-against him being
complete, he was convicted, and sentenced to die,
After conviction his behaviour was very improper,
He told the other capital convicts he would die like
. ’ aN3 . a here
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a hero; and behaved in the same thoughtless way
till the arrival of the warrant for his exeoution :
after which his conduct was not altogether so im-
prodent, He owned to the ordinary of Newgate,
that he was induced to refuse to plead to his
indictment, that the other prisoners mightdeem him
a man of honour, and not from the idle vanity of
being hanged in fine clothes. He acknowledged'
many robberies which he had committed; but
charged Jonathan Wild as being the principal
aunthor of his ruin, by purchasing the stolen goods.
He likewise owned that he had been hase enough to
inform against persons who were innocent, particu.
larly a gentleman’s servant, who wis then in cus-
tody ; but he did not discover many signs of
contrition for this, orany other of his offences. He *
suffered at Tyburn, on the 22d of December;
1721, . e
HAWKE, WILLIAM, (HIGHWAYMAN,)
was born at Uxbridge, in the county of Middlesex,
Ont the death of his father, he was hired to draw
beer at a public-house on Saffron-hill. Contracting
4n acquaintance with some abandoned people who
frequented an alehouse in St. Giles's, he was per-
suaded to join them in committing depredations
upon the public. At length he commenced high-
wayman, and became anaccomplice of James Field.
(See FieLp.) Ficld and Hawke were transported
fo America: and returning to England nearly
at the same period, they again becane associates in
committing robberies upon the highway. - Hawke
and Field being apprehended together, the former
escaped from Tothill-fields bridewell, and got to
France; but the other suffered the sentence of the
law. Upon his return to England he committed a ..
surprising number of most daring robberics : and
' -several
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several months elapsed before the thief-takers kneww
kim to be the man by whom the roads about Lon-
don were so dangerously infested. Information
being given to Mr. Smith, the keeper of Tothill-
fields bridewell, that Hawke’s wife had been to
Uxbridge on a party of pleasure, he sought the
‘driver of the coach in which she was conveyed, and
learned from him that Hawke lodged in Shoe-lane.
‘The following morning Mr. Smith, Mr. Bond, Mr.
Leigh, and some other persons in the service of Sir
John Ficlding, went to Shoe-lane. Bond going'up
two pair of stairs, entered the front room, and there
discovering Hawke slumbering in bed, threw him-
self across the highwayman, but Hawke rolling the
sheet round Bond's head, reached at a pistol that
was under the pillow, at which instant Smith en-
tered, and caught hold of his hand. With much
difficulty Hawke was secured : and being put inta
a coach he said, that his misfortunes were in some
measure alleviated by ‘the consideration that no
life - was lost, for he was provided with several
loaded pistols, and had formed the resolution of fir-
ing upon every man who should attempt to take
him in custody. Being conveyed to the public
office in Bow-street, a great number of persons were
bound to prosecute, and he was committed to New=
gate. "At the next sessions at the Old Bailey he
was arraigned on an indictment for robbing" Mr,
Eart of a small sum of money. Mr. Hart and Cap-
tain Cunningham were stopped in the Fulham
stage, a little beyond Knightsbridge, by the pri-
soner, who demanded their money. The Captain
refused to resign his property ; and Hawke threaten-
ed to fire, and pointing his pistol at the Captain, he
sid, ¢ Fire away and be d—"ad 1> On which the
e rebber

1 \
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yobber discharged bis pistol, and the ball passed
between the Captain’s shoulder and 'his coat. Mr.
Hart then dclivered a few shillings ; and Captain
Cusnningham, getting out of the coach in the inte-
1im, seized the bridle of the highwayman's hoise,
when be discharged a second pistol. He then re-
mounted, but did not ride away for some¢ minutes,
during which interval the Captain employed him-
self in picking up stonesand throwing them at him.
At the time of Hawke’s trial Captain Cunningham
was abroad, but Mr. Hart’s evidence was so posi-
tive, clear, and circumstantial, that no doubt re-
mained as to the guilt of the prisoner, who wis
therefore sentenced to suffer death. While under
. sentence of death, in Newgate, his behaviour was
such as may be called decent, but not penitential
 While his irons were knocking off on the morning
of execution, one of his acquaintance addressed him
thus: ¢ How do you do, Billy? Will you have
some flowers "' Hereupon Hawke said, ¢ [ am
. pretty well, I thank you. How is Harry Wright?
(one of the then turnkeys of Tothill-ficlds bride-
“weell,) he has been ill of late, I hear.” And then,
while the man held the nosegay, he picked out 3
flower, and with great composure placed it in a
button-hole of his coat. When the cart was pre-
paring to be driven from under the gallows, he
threw off both his shoes; and when he found it
move, he collected his utmost strength, and leaped
up, so that his neck was instantly dislocated, Hg¢

suffered at Tyburn, on the 1st of July, 1774.
HAWKINS, JOHN, (HIGHWAYMAN,) was
the son of a poor farmer at Staines, who not being
able to afford to educate him properly, he went jnta
the srvice of a gentleman, which he soon quitted,
and
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and lived as a waiter at the Red Lion at Brentford 3
but leaving this place, he again engaged as a gentle-
man’s servant. Haviug been at length in different
families, he became butler to Sir Dennis Druty, and
was distinguished as a servant of very creditable
appearance. His person wasuncommonly graceful,
and he was remarkably vain of it. He used to
frequent gaming-tables two .or three nights in =
week, a practice which led to that ruin which finally
befel him. About this time, Sir' Dennis had been
sobbed of a considerable quantity of plate: and as
Hawkins’s mode of life was very expensive, it was
suspected that he was the thief: for which téason
he was discharged without the advantage of a good
character. Being thus destitute of the means of
subsistence, he had recourse to the highway, and
his first expedition was to Hounslow-Heath, where
be took eleven pounds from the passengers in a
coach: but such was his attachment to gaming,

_ that he repaired directly to London, and lost it all,
“‘He continued to rob alone for some time, and then
eagaged with other highwaymen; but the same
fate still attended him : he lost by gaming what he
obtained at so much risque, and was frequently so
zeduced as to dine at an eating-house, and sneak
off without paying his reckoning. Several of his -
old companions having met their deserts at the
gallows, he became acquainted with one Wilson,
2 youth of good education, who had been articled
to a solicitor in chancery, but had neglected his .
business through an attachment to the gaming-
table. These associates having committed several
robberies in conjunction, were tried for one of them,
but acquitted for want of evidence, After which
Wilson went down to his mother, who lived at
. . Whitby,
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Whitby, in Yorkshire, and continued with her for
about a year, and then coming to London, lived
with a gentleman of the law : but having lost his
money in gaming, renewed his acquaintance with
Hawkins, who was now concerned with a new
gang of villains: one of whom, however, being
apprehended impeached the rest, which soon dise
persed the gang, but not till some of them had
made their exit at Tyburn: on which Hawkins
was obliged to conceal himself for a considerable
time; but at length he ventured to rob a gentles
man ou Finchley-Common, and shot one of his
servants too, who died on the spot. His next at-
tack was on the Earl of Burlington and Lord Bruce
in Richmond-lang, from whom he took abeut
twenty pounds, two gold watches, and a sapphire
sing. For this ring, a reward of onc hundred
unds was offered to Jonathan Wild ; but Hawe
kins sailed tp Holland with it, and there sold it for
forty pounds.  On his return to England he joined
‘his companions, of whom Wilson was one, and rob-
‘bed Sir 5avid Dalrymple of about three pounds, 2
snuff-box, and a pocket-book, for which last Sig
David offered sixty Pounds reward to Wild ;: but
Hawkins’s gang having no connection with thae
villain, who did not even know their persons, - they
-sent the book by a porter to Sir David, without
expense. They next stopped Mr. Hyde; of Hack-
ney, in his coach, and robbed him of ten pounds
.and his watch, but missed three hundred pounds
which the gentleman then had in his possession,
.After this they stopped the Earl of Westmorland®s
coach in Lincoln’s-Inn Fields, and robbed him of
a sum of money, though there were three footmen
behind the cartiage. The footmen called the
. watch,
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watch, but the \robbers firing a pistol over their
heads, the guardians of the night decamped. Haw-
kins had now resolved to carry the hooty obtained.
30 several late robberies to Holland ; but Jonathan
‘Wild having heard of the connection, caused some
of the gang to be apprehended : on which the rest
went into the country to hide themselves. On this
-.ogcasion Hawkins and Wilson went to Oxford, and
paying a visit to the Bodleian library, the former
wantonly defaced some pictures in the gallery ; and
one hundred pounds reward was offered to discover
the offender : when a poor taylor baving been taken
up on 'suspicion, narrowly escaped being whipped,
merely because he wa» of whiggish principles.
Rawkins and his friend returning to London, the
Jatter coming of age at that time, succeeded to a
little estate his father had left him, which he sold
for three hundred and fifty pounds, a ‘small part of
. which he lent to his companions, to buy horses, and
soon dissipated the rest at the gaming-table. The:
assaciates now stopped two ‘gentlemen in a chariot
on the Hampstead Road, who both fired at oncey
by which three slugs were lodged in Hawkins’s
shoulder, and the highwaymen got to London with
some " difficulty. On Hawkins's recovery, they at-
tempted to stop. a gentleman's coach in Hyde-
Park ; but the coachman driving hastily, Wilson
fired, and wounding himself in the hand, found it
difficult to scale the Park wall, to effect his escape.
- ‘This circumstance occasioned some serious thoughts
in his mind, in consequgnce of which he set out for
his mother’s house in Yorkshire, where he was
kindly received, and fully determined never to recur
to his former practices, While he was engaged in
his mother’s business, and planning schemes for do--
mesti¢

L3
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mestic happiness, he was sent for to 2 public-house,

- where he found his old acquaintance,  Hawkins, in
company with one George Simp:on, another asso-
ciate, who was a native of Putney, in Surry. His
fatlier was a wine-merchant, but being reduced in
circums:ances, removed inta Lincolnshire. Young
Sinpson kept a public-house at Lincoln, and acted
as a sheriff's officer, but quitting the country, he
came to London, and was batler to Lord Castle-
main ; after which he Jived in several other credit-
able places, till he became acquainted with Haw-
kins. Wilson was shocked at secing them, and
asked what could induce them to take such a jour-
ney. Hereupon Hawkins swore violently, said Wil-
son was impeached, and would be taken into cus-
tody in a few days. This induced him to go to
London with them; but on his arrival, he found
that the story of the impeachment was false, Whea
in London, they formed connections with other
thieves, and committed several robberies, for which
some of the gang were executed. They frequented
a public-house at London- Wall, the master of which
kept a livery-stable, so that they rode out at all
_ hours, and robbed the stages, as they were cosning
into town. They took not only money, but port-
manteaus, &c. and divided the booty with Carter,
- the master of the livery stable. Thus they con-
tinued their depredations on the public, till one of
their associates, named Child, was executed at
Aylesbury, and hung in chains, for robbing the
mail, ﬁis incensed them to such a degree, that
they deteimined to avenge the supposed insult by
committing a similar crime. Having mentioned
their design in the presence of Carter, the stable-
keeper, he advised them to stop the mail from Har-
wich;
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wich ; but this they declined, because the changing
of the wind must render the time of its arrival un-
certain. At length it was determined to rob the
Bristol mail ; and they set out on an expedition
for that purpose. It appeared on the trial, that the
boy ‘who carried the mail, was overtaken at Slough,
by a countryman, who travelled with him to Lang-
ley-Broom, where a person rode up to them, and
turned back again. When passing through Coln-
brook, they saw the same man again, with two
others, who followed them at a small distance, and
then pulling their wigs over their foreheads, and’
holding handkerchicfs in their mouths, came up
with them, and commanded the post-boy and the
countryman to come down a lane, where they or-
dered them to quit their horses, and then Hawkins,
Simpson, and Wilson, tied them back to back, and
fastened them to a tree in a wet ditch, so that they
were obliged to stand in the water. This being:

_ done, they took such papers as they liked out of the
Bath angd Bristol bags, and hid the rest in a hedge.
They now crossed the Thames, and riding a little
way into Surry, put up their horses at an inn in
Bermendsey-street. It was now about six in the
morning, when' they -parted, and went different
ways to a public-house in the Minories, where they
froposed to divide their ill-gotten treasute. The
andlord being well acquainted with their persons,
and knowing the profession of his guests, shewed
them a private room, and supplied them with pen
‘and ink. Having equally divided the bapk-notes,
they threw the letters in the fire, and then went to
their lodgings in Green-Arbour-Court, in the Old
Bailey. A few days after this, information was
given at the Post-Office, that suspicious people fre-,

S 20 quented
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quented the house of Carter, the stable kcep‘et, at
Loudon- Wall, accordingly some persons were sent
thither to make the necessary discoveries. Wilson
happening to be there at the time, suspected theit
business, on which be abruptly retired, slipped
through some bye alleys, and got iuto the Moor-
te coffee-house, which he had occasionally used
for two years before, on account of its being fre-
queated by reputable company, and therefore less
limble to be searched for suspiciou: pople. He had
not been long in the house before a-quaker men-
tioned the search that was making in the neighs
- bourhood, for the men who robbed the mail. This
shocked him so that he instantly paid his reckon-
ing, and going out at the back door, wesnt to Bed-
lam, where the melancholy sight of the objects
around him, induced him to draw a comparison
between their situation and his own ; and he con-
cluded that he was far more unhappy through the
weight of his guile, than those poar wretclies whom
it had pleased God to deprive of the use of their
iatellects. Haring reflected that it would not be
safe for him tostay longer in London, hic resolved to
ﬁto Newcastlc by sca, and he was confirmed in
this resolution, upoh being told by a person who
wirhed his safety, that he and his companions were
the parties suspected of having robbed the mail.
‘This triend Kikewise advised him to go to the Post-
Otfice, surrender, and turn evidence ; hinting, that
it be did not, it was probable Simpscu would ; as
he had asked some questions which seemed to inti-
mate such a design.  Wilson neglected this advice, -
but held his ution of going to Newrcastle, and
with that intention quitted Bedlam ; but by Moor-
gue coffec-house hic met the men be had seen at
Carter’s.

3
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Carter’s. They turned and followed him ; yet,
upperceived by them, he entered the coffec-house,
while they went under the arch of the gate, and if
he had returned by the door he entered, he would
have again escaped them ; but going out of the
fore door of the house, they took him into custody,
and conducted him to the Post-Office. On his firse
examination, he refused to make any confession
and, on the following day, he seemed equally de
termined to conceal the truth, till two circomstances
induced him to ‘reveal it. Tn the first place, the
Post-Master-General promised that he.should be
admitted an- evidence if he would discover his ac-
complices; and one of the clerks calling him aside,
shewed him a letter, without any name to it, ®f
which the following is a copy :

¢ Sir,
¢¢ Tam one of those persons who robbed the
mails, which I am sorry for; and, o make amends, .
J will secure my two companions as soon as may be; -
He whose hand this shall appear to be, will, I hope,
be entitied to the reward and bis pardon.*’

As Wilson knew this letter to be of Simpson’s
hand-writing, he thought himself justified in mak-
ing.a full discovery, which he accordingly did, in
consequence of which. his associates were appre-
hended at their lodgings in the Old Bailey, two
days afterwards. At first they made an appear-
ance of resistance, and threatened to shoot the
peace-officers ; but the latter saying they were pro-
vided with arms, the offenders yielded, and were
committed to Newgate. On the trial, Hawking
endeavoured to prove that he was in London at the

. i 3202 ume
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time that the mail was robbed : and one Fuller, of
Bedferdbury, swore that he lodged at his house on
that night. To ascertain this, Fuller produced a
receipt for thirty shillings, which he said Hawkins
then paid him for horse-hire. The judge desiring
to look at that receipt, observed, that the body of
it was written with an ink of adifferent colour from
that of the name at the bottom ; on which he or-
dered the note to be handed to the jury, and re-
marked that Fuller's testimony deserved no kind of
credit.  After examining some other witnesses, the
judge proceeded to sum up the evidence, in which
he was interrupted by the following singular occur-
rence, as stated by the short-hand writer:

¢¢ My ink, as it happened, was very bad, being
thick at bottom, and thin and waterish at top; so
that according as I dipped my pen, the writing ap-
peared very pale or pretty black. Now, just as
the court was remarking on the difference of the
ink in Fuller’s receipt, a gentleman who stood by
me, perceiving something ‘of the same kind in my
writing, desired to look upon my notes for a minate,

As I was not aware of any ill-consequénce, I let -
him take the book out of my hand: when pre-
sently shewing it to his friend, ¢ See here, (said he)
what difference there is in the colour of the same
ink !* His friend took it, and shewed it to another.

Uneasy at this I spoke to them to return me my
book. They begged my pardon, and said I should
dave it in a minute ; but this answer was no soonet
given, than a curiosity suddenly entered one of the
§urymen who sat just by, and he too begged a sight
~. of the book ; which, notwithstanding my impor-
tunity, was immediately handed to him. He
g viewed
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viewed it, and gave it to the next, and so it passed
from one to the other, *rill the judge perceiving
them very busy, called to them.—Gentlemen, what
are you doing ? Whas book is that ? They told
him it was the writer’s book, and they were ob-
serving how the same ink appeared pale in one
]place, and black in another. ¢ You ought not,
i;entlemen,‘ ,says he, ¢ to take notice of any thing,
but what is produced in evidence.” And then turn-
ing to me, demanded what I meant by shewing that
to the jury. I answered; that I could net fix upon
the persons, for the gentlemen near me were all
strangers to me, and I was far from imagining I |
. should have any such occasion for taking particulag
notice of them.—His Lovdship then re-assumed hig
charge to the Jury, which, being ended, they with.
drew to consider of their verdict.”

After staying out about an hofir, the jury return-
ed into court without agreeing on a verdict, saying
they sould not be convinced that Fuller’s receipt was
not genuine, merely on account of the diffevent
colours of the ink. Hereupon the court -intimated

. how many witnesses had sworn that Hawkins ‘was
absent from London; to tontradict all of whom there
was only the evidence of Fuller, which was at least
rendered doubtful by the ink appearing of twa
colours : and it was submitted whether Fuller's tes.
timony ought to be held of equal validity with that
of ‘all the opposing parties. Hereupon the jury
went out of court, and, on their return, gave a ver-

dict of Guilty against both the prisoners. Atthe . =

lace of execution Hawkins addressed the surround-
ng multitude, acknowledging his sins, professing
to die in charity with all mankind, and begging the °
_prayers of thos¢ who were witnesscs of his melan- -
C 203 choly
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choly exit. He died with great difficulty ; but
Simpson wis out of his pain almost without a
struggle. They suffered "at Tyburn, on the 21st
of May, 1722, and were hung m chains on' Houns-
low-Heath. Co

" HAWKINS, THOMAS JAMES, alias HENRY
{SwINDLER) whose chief livelihood wasobtaining
goods and money under false pretences, in conjunc-
tion with his brother, Edward Underwood, as he
called himself; the elder of whom was not more
than twenty when, in 1800, they were both tried at
the Old Baiiey for imposing upon Mary Marner,
who lived at No. 2, Ranelagh-walk, Chelsea, where
she had kept a house upwards of seven years, ever
since her husband left her : the furniture being her
own. On the z1st of January, 1800, as she was
walking through Great George-street, Westmin-
ster, she was accosted by Hawkins; she could not
recollect what he first said to her, but believed it
was something about the weather, such as, ¢ this
is a fine day.>® He walked with her, and held her
in conversation on some trifling subjects ; as she was
in_ haste she wanted to get rid of him; she could
not recollect what led to it, but she told lim she
was going on business to a gentleman’s in Tufton-
street, Westminster: he said he would accompany
her, as her manners and conversation were so én-
gaging; she still wanted to get rid of him; he.
wanted her to come through Westminster College, .
where he said he was educated, and where he would
shew her his name in letters of gold; she refused
to gothat way. Having transacted her business in
Tufton-street, he waited for her till she came out,
and renewed the conversation; he began to profess
2 great attachment to her, ashe said she resembled 2
lady he once passionately admired. She told him tll::t
. . . - ‘ t
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1d to call in Oxford-road, and that she wishe
7o through Parliament-street; he said, ‘¢ No;
T am seen with you by the officers, who are
quaintances, as I have 2 brother in thie guards,
| quiz me ;** in consequence of which he per-
d her to turn down Great George-street. As
walked along hetold her he was the son of
ral Hawkins, that he lived in Spring-Gardens, .
jat his uncle, Sir Czsar Hawkins, lived in
ille-street ; that he had been a little gay, but
¢ had sool. a year, independent of his father,
1ose death he was. heir to a considerable pro-
He also added, that he had expectations,
an uncle in the East-Indies, a general, who'
: the taking of Seringapatam, and whose wife
s country was allowed soool. a year. He-
d her with these stories (the truth of ‘which.
d not suspect) till they came to Saville-Row,
he proposed to meet her the next day {Wed-
y) in Spring-gardens, near his father’s house ;
id she was invited to a wedding the next day,
t of course she could -not meet him; be then
| Thursday (the day after) about one o’clogk,
ich she consented ; he then told her that his
lived at No. 14, in Spring-Gardens, (the
in which:-Mr. Drummond lives) and that he
1 be looking out of the window at that hoyr.
ished, however, to have some pledge that she
not disappoint him, as he would be quite im-
it till he saw her agains he desired her to
lim any thing she set a value on: she pulled
r glove to give him, but as the day was cold,
id he would not deprive her of it; she had
ngs, the one of little value, and the other of
she gave him the one of little value: he
d tolook at the other, and then pug it in his

pocket,
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mcket, and refused to return'It, saying, ¢ thas
iy had sometimes given him rings, nay, even
pictures of more value, and did not aiterwards keep
their appointments.” He also took a fancy to het
ear-rings, and said, that his sister had exactly such:
a pair.  She told the court he was dressed slovesly
genteel, just as he was at that time at the bar, in
black, with boots. On Thursdayy as she promised,y
she passed by the house, which he called his father’s,
in Spring- Gardens, looked up at the window, but
saw no one. He met her in the street, and apolo-:
gized for not looking out at the window as he had
omised, but he was closely watched by his father,
1n consequence of an attachment to a lady some
time since j so that he was obliged to act with
prudence for a while, but that in a short time every
thing would be as it ought to be: a gentleman
knocked at No. 14, at the time they were talking,
¢¢ that is my brother,” said he, he has an estate at
. Hampstead, and he was sure if she would come
with him to his father’s house, in the absence of the
neral, that his brother would be very glad to see

ry as he wis a very polite well-bred gentleman,

. adding, that his sister lived at her uncle’s Sir
Caesar Hawkins, in Sackville-strect, Asthey walk-
ed along, he said, in order to be a little more ag
Jiberty, he had taken. chambeis at . Clifford’s-
“inn, for which he paid 400l. and he asked her if
she would accompany him, and-sce them, as his
servant was waitingsfor him; she consented, and
on the way he made great pyofessions of attachment

" to her, and told her, as he said he wished to be
candid at once, that he would settle 500l. a year on
her, and in addition to that, he would do some-
thing handsome for her, on the death of his fatber;
-as all this came with the greatest appearance of
. sincerity
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sincerity, she told him it was a very tempting offer,
but was more than he could spare; to which he
answered, never mind that, you don’t know my
expectation ; I have been extravagant, - but that’s
all over., In short she consented to live with him ;
the chambers were on the second floor of Clifford’s-
Inn, No. 14; he remarked how extraordinary it
was, that his chambers and father’s house should
be the same number, ~ She thought the chambers
looked very shabby, and yet it did not raise any
suspicion in her mind, that he. was not what he
represented himself to be. He let himself in with
a key, and declared he was very much surprized that
his servant should be out of the way, as he desired
him to stay till he returned. She saw a hat in the
window.seat, which she supposed belonged to the
servant, He insisted she should stay at dinner, as
he expected some company; she consented; he
renewed the subject of his circumstances, and told
her he had goool. in the Bank. Shesaw no company,
mor even the servant. She pressed him to return
her rings, as he could not say she had forfeited
them; he said he bad forgot them among some
trinkets at his father’s, but that he would certainly
give them to her the next day. Underwood (who
was also on his trial at the same time) dined with
them. Hawkins, in the absence of Underwood,
said, that he was. the son of Doctor Underwood, of
Broad-street, that he had procured him a commis-
sion in the army, and hinted as much as that he was
a dependent. He asked if she had any silver, on
which she pulled out her purse, which contained a
guinea and four shillings, he put the money in his
pocket, and threw the purse into the fire, saying,
that it was a shabby one. She was anxious as the.
night approached, to return to her house; a coach

was
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was called ; he handed her ih, and then took his
seat beside her, and began to flatter her, by saying,
what pleasure he promised himself, in the company
of such a woman, and that he had now found what
be had been so long in pursuit of. The coachman |
refused to drive further than Hyde-Park corner,
and as the night was wet, he accompanied her home
on foot ; after supper he put several questions in an
indifect manner, as to her furniture, and seemed to
be very well pleased when he found they were her
own. She shewed him a miniature picture setin
pearls, and two watches one of which was gold,
with some other. trinkets, which seemed to give him_
a great deal of pleasure, The next morning after
breaktast, he wrote a draft for eight pounds, in con.
sideration of the trouble he had given, but on
reflection, he said it was too trifling a sum to trouble
his banker with, and tdok it up and put it in his
cket, He then persmaded her to pack up the
est articles of her furniture, and to deposit them
in his chambers, as he said they would then be at
hand, and perhaps, that it would amuse her to look
over them occasionally ;- which, after some persua-
sion, she agreed to do, and he assisted in packing
them, and seemed very particular that the watches,
and the rest of the trinkets should be put up. He
asked her what the minjature picture cost? she
. answered ten guineas; he said he was very intimate
with the gentleman that sat for it; he then assisted
to put the boxes in a coach, and desired the coach-
wan to drive to Clifford’s-Inn. In passing through
~ Parliament-strect, he happened to sce a fine eoach,
which he said was his father's; on which he threw
himself back in the coach, that he might not be
scen; he nodded in the way to several persons of
fashion, as if he was familiar with them. Wgen
. they
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they came to the chambers, the boxes, were put in
the sitting room. Soon after they arrived, Under-
wood entered, when Hawkins desired her to open
her box, and to shew Underwood the miniature pic-
ture, as he said he was as well acquainted with the
original as he was; that they had both known him
for along time. She did so; Hawkins wished that

" she would hang it up, to ornament the roon, as he

expected every day ito lay in furniture, but was
prevented by one thing or other. He then began
to talk of a journey to Scotland, and of a fine castle
in that country; he did not know how soon he
would be obliged to set out on that journey; lie
talked very much of the pleasures they would enjoy
when they came to the castle, which really made
her impatient for the day; she believed he took
notice of this, for he immediately began to say, that.
she should rid herself of all incumbrances, and that
be thought the best way would be, to dispose of,
ber furniture, as otherwise, she would not be at
- ease in her mind, but be still thinking of them ; bea
sides, it was uncertain when they would return, as
he had many friends in Scotland ; so that their time
would be very agreeably spent in paying and re-
ceiving visits ; she said she would take some time
to consider of it ; he answered, that it might be too
Iate, as he did not know the moment he should be
called on to set out, and that he would not break
bis woid for the world. She asked him to return
the miniature picture, as she had a great value for
it, but he would mot; began to quarrel with her,
aud threatened ber to throw it in the fire, to prevent
-which she desisted, expecting to recover it when he
returned to his temper. She complaived of his
behaviour to Underwood, who said, ¢ Hawkins is
sometimes an odd kind of fellow, aiid sometimes

i petulent

<
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petulent in his temper, but he is 2. man of honeur,
family, and fortune; he will return it to you by
and bye, depend on it ; you will have no reason to
repent of any thing that he has taken, or any thing
that you Kave done or may do.”” When she asked
him for her gold watch with a ribbon and seals, he
said he should keep it as a further security. He
told her, if <he would consent to sell her furniture,
he would give her, as a security, the lease of his
chambers, which cost 400l. she told him, that she
could not stay at his chambers that night, as she
was obliged to return home ; he said he could not
be seen m her house again, as it might come to his
father’s ears. They went to an exhibition in the
Strand, and from thence she went home. In the
course of the day, he told her again, that he was
the son of General Hawkins, and she had not the
least doubt but he was. The next day (Saturday)
she retnrned to the chambers, where she saw Under-

. wood in a blue coat, and a red collar. Hawkins

told her, that he was an officer in the Surry Fenci-
bles: he now renewed the conversation about the
sale of her goods, and in a more pressing manner
than before; she said they cost her a great deal
of money ; he answered, what did it signify if they
did ? in a short time he would think very little of
money ; that was not the object ; all that he wanted
to secure was her affections, which he was afraid he
could not do effectually, as long as the furniture
was in questian, for she would be always talking or
thinking of it. He then turned the conversation to
a jaunt in the country the next day, (Sunday) in
Underwood’s brother’s curricle; she said she had
no_objection to a little airing in the country.
After some time, he began again about the sale of
the goods ; shc said she had an aunt, Mrs. West,

6 to*
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to whom she was under every obligation, and she
eould not think of leaving her in distress behind
her; on which Hawkins said, make yourself easy
about that ; my friend Underwood will take care of
her. After many persuasions, she consented to sign
the bill of sale, which was drawn up by Mr. Wil-
kinson. This was done on Saturday night. -On
Sunday morning she prepared for her jaunt to the
country ; when Underwood came and told them,
with great appearance of disappointment.in his
countenance, manner, and voice, that his brother un-
fortunately was engaged that day to dine with Dr.
Lettsom, in the country ; Hawkins seemed to be
very much disappointed ; but, said he, I bave sent
toa gentleman, a very particular friend of mine,
who will lend me his curricle, I am sure, In a few
minutes after, a man, (or, as they called him,
the groom ) came and said, that he was very sorry
that his master had drove out that morning in his
curricle. Hawkins paused for sometime, and. said,
¢« we must not be disappointed of our jaunt at any
rate ; I'll send to a person who will furnish us withy
one; accordingly Underwood was dispatched with
this message. They all walked to Blackfriar'se
bridge where they found a one-horse buggy, which
she refusing to go in, they returned” to the cham-+
bers. As Hawkips saw that her spirits were low
sthrough the,disappointment, he told her not to be.
cast down 3 that the next morning they would go
to the bank, and that he would sell out gooal. which
he had in the funds, and that henceforward every-
thing would be right; that she would hear his
name called over by the man in the red cloak,.
which was done when persons of fashion ouly went
to stll out. On Sunday night he told her as his
furniture was not come _in, that be thought it:

o woL. L. 2P . “woud
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would be best to write to heraont for some articles
which they wanied ; at kngth she consented ; he
touk up a piece of paper, and wrote a note, in ber
wmame, for a pair of sheets, to her aunt, to which he
added, without her knowledge, ¢ send all the
ate.” He called 3 porter, and sent the note by
im, who returned with all the articles he had writ-
ten for.  When the laundress took out the sheetsto
put them on the bed, she followed her into the
y0om, with 2 view of knowing something of Haw-
kins ; she began by asking her if the bed was well
aired ; the lasndress said, she belicved no one had
Jain in it since the last lodger ; Hawkins came in,
and prevented any further conversation. ‘The next
morning they went to the Bank, accompanied by
Underwood, where she actually did hear the man
a8 the red cloak call cut the name of Hawkins
twice, but Hawkins did not answer, as hesaid he
did not wish tg make himself too public, lest his
father should hear he was selling out stock. Ina
short time, he shewed her a paper, part written, and .
part printed, filled with the sum of goool.: On
meing this paper filled with 5o large a sum, all her
uncasiness was removed.  He asked her if she was
wow satisfied ? and she said yes. They got out of
the coach at St. Paul's, and walked to the cham-
bers. Mr. Postan, the broker, came in the even-
Img, and said he could afford to give nomore for the
famiture, than 381, she objected to so small a sum,
amd raid, they cost her 140l and that she weuld
mmuch rather have them sold by public auction, for
ghe was not ashanied to have them sold in that
manner, as. she did not owe a farthing in that
neisz'bwﬂlood, or any place else. Hawkins said,
is would take some_time to dipose of them in that
manner, and might end in the disappointment of
their
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their journey: tg Scotland, from which he had grest
expectations ; that Mr. Postan was a man of honer,
and that he, .(Hawkins) would inake up the defi-
ciency ; he said many things besides, which she
could not recollect, to induce her to agree to the
proposal ;. she still persisted in declaring, that
she could not think of parting- with them for so
small 2. sum: she did not see Mr. Postan till the
things were sold, nor afterwards. On Tuesday,
the next day, she wastold, that her furniture was
sold, butshe never received a farthing of the money,
nor could she say who received it. On the morn-
ing of that day, as they Were preparing to set out
for the Bank, Underwood came in; Hawkins
asked him if he had changed the 100l. bank nete;
he replied that he had not, and then produced twe
guineas, which afterwards she had every reason to
think, he had raised at the pawnbroker’s on her
property. Oun Monday " night she slept at the
chambers, and the next morning was told, that
Postan, the broker,. called, but did not see him,
On Wedngsday she insisted on going to her house,
which she found stripped of all her fumiiture,
seturned to the chambers that evening, and slept
. there that night, On Thursday, she was permitted,
after much altercation, to visit a friend in Covent-
Garden ; in her absence, Hawkins took a letter out
of her box, which he made the ground of a.quarrel,
She now began to find, when it was too late, thae
she was duped, and searce slept a wink thae night.
She began to upbraid Hawkins with his: duplicity,
when.he flew into a passion, and exclaimed, ¢ What
¥edress ¢ould a creatpre like her expect 2 She spent
hat nightin great uneasiness, as she did not wish to
eave her boxes behind her. On Friday; Hawkinms
told Bes, that she should have pare.qf her owa
. Co %P2 7 furniture

.
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Underwood at -the Chl'Fter Coffee-House, from
whence they went to Cliford’s Inn, where he saw
the fady, Mrs. Marner. She seemed to think 381
too little, as they cost 140l. He (Postan) said,
that was the utmost ‘he could afford to give, a8
_ there was a great deal of difference betwixt buyin
and selling.  She wished they should be sold by
public aoction, as she thought they would bring
more. He, the witness, said, she might do as she
pleased, hut that she would find, if she sold them
by public auction, they would be cut up by com-
mission, and other contingent expences. Mr. Haw-
kins said to the lady, ¢ My dear, we can’t think
of selling them by public auction, as you know
we are to go into the country.”™. He did not know
from any entry, from his own memory, from his
clerk, or from any other means, how these goods
were disposed of.  Part of them, perhaps, was sold
io the first sale. Mr. Underwood, the son of Dr.
Underwood, was now called,- who deposed, that
Underwood, the prisoner, was not his brother ; he
had seen: him before, however, at a gentleman's
house ; how often he could not recollect. The
prisoners were now called upon for their defence.—
As they had no counsel, Underwood undertook the
defence of both, which he read from a paper of
considerable length. The substance was, that his
father was a gentleman and a scholar; that, by -
unforeseen misfortunes, he was reduced to distress.
—He strove, however, under accumulated misfor-
tunes, to give his children a good education. He
(Underwood) was articled to Mr. Bolton, an emi-
nent attorney, in 1793. He served his clerkship to
the satisfaction, he was conscious, of his master,
and those who were employed in the same office.— -
As
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As the circle of his connection was narrow, he saw
that he should bave many difficulties to contend
with, if he should attempt to follow the profession
he was bred to. In consequence of which he tur-
ed his attention to the army, as he had some very
respectable acquaintances in that line. . Several cir-
cumstances, however, induced him to turn his

.thoughts to some other mode of life, though he

was promised an ‘ensifgncy at the timé, He com-
plained very much of the manner in which his bro-
ther’s character and his own had been misrepresent-
ed in the newspapers.. They were held out to the
public in all the caricature of Bond-street loun-
ers, than which, there was not a character that
e held in a greater degree of contempt.  When
first brought to Bow-street, they were stated in the
})ublic prints to have appeared in puckered sleeves,
arge breeches, monstrous sized boots—when the
fact was, that they wore the very same dress at the
time in which the court saw them, and he would
leave it to the court and jury, if it resembled in
any manner the dress of a Bond-street lounger.—
He then commented, in very severe térms, on the
character of the prosecutrix, the attorney, and
counsel for the prosecution, and the gentleman

- who, he supposed, instituted the prosecution. Mr.

Alley said; the prosecution was instituted for the
ends of public justice, and not, as insinuated by
the prisoner, for the mere gratification of malice
or private pique. The prisoner then called some
witnesses to his character ;- among whom was Mr, -

- Debourg, who, being questioned by the court, de-

nied that the prisoners were the sons of Lieut. Gen.-
Hawkins, or nephews of Sir Czsar Hawkins, or’
that they had an uhcle in the East Indies, or a bro-
ther in the Guards. The jury: having withdrzwfm

A or
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for about ten minutes, bronght in both Guilty.~
The court immediately passed scntence on them, 10
be transported for the term of seven years. The
.prisoners, who, throughout the whole of the trial,
conducted themselves with great propriety, bewed

on receiving their sentence.
HAWKSWORTH, WILLIAM, (MURDER-
¥R,) was a native of Yorkshire, and born of re.
_ putable parents, who. gave bim such an education
as was proper to qualify him for a considerable
trade ; but being of a_disposition too unsettled to
think of business, he enlisted for a soldier, in the
hope of being promoted- in the army. After he
had served somg time, and found bimself disap-
inted in his expectation of preferment; he made
nterest to obtain his discharge, and then entered
into the service of 3 gentleman, with whom he be-
haved in a proper manner for a considerable time:
but not being content with his situation, he repair-
¢d to London, and again enlisted as a soldier in the
foot-guards. In this station he remained four
years, during two of which he was servant to the
colonel, who entertained a very good opinion of
him. _ At this time party disputes ran very high,
and the soldiers were frcquentll’y the subjects of the
contempt and derision of the populace. While
Hawksworth was marching, with others, to relieve
the guard in St. James’s park, a man, named Ran-
som, who had a woman in his company, jostled
him, and cried, ** What a stir is here about king
George’s soldiers1"* Hawksworth, imagining the
woman had incited him.to this behaviour, quitted
his rank, and gave her a blow on the face.  Xrri-
tated hereby, Ransom called him a puppy, and
demanded the reason of such behaviour to the wo-
"man. The term of reproach curaged Hawksworth
to
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to such a degree, that he knocked the other dowa
with his musket, and then the soldiers marched on
“torelieve the guard. In the mean time a croud of
people gathered round Ransom, and finding he was
much wounded, put him in a chair, and sent him
to a surgeon, who examined him, and found his
skull - fractured to such a degree, that theré were
‘1o hopes of his recovery, and he dicd in a few
‘hours. ‘Hereupon a -person, who had been. wits
ness to what passed in the park, went to the Savoy,
and having learnt the name of the offender, caused
Hawksworth to. be taken into custody, and he was
committed to Newgate. When brought to trial,
the colonel whom he had served gave him a most

excellent character; but the facts were so clearly

proved, that the jury could do no otherwise than
convict him, and judgment of death passed accords
ingly. For some time after sentence he flattered
himself with the hope of a reprieve ; but when the
warrant for his ‘execution arrived, he seriously pre-
ared to meet his fate. - He solemnly averred that
ansom struck him first, and said he did not re-
collect the circumstance ‘of leaving his rank to
strike the blow that occasioned the death of the
other. " He declared he had no malice against the
deceased, and therefore thought himself acquizted
in his own mind of the crime of murder. He be:
haved in a very tontrite manner, and received the
sacrament with sincere d¢votion. A few minutes
before he was executed, he made a speech to the
surrounding multitude, advising them to keep a
strict guard over their passions.” He lamented the
situatien of the common soldiers, who are consi-
dered as cowards if they do not resent an.injury
and if they do, are liable to endure. legal punish,
ment for the consequencesthagmay arise from such
.o - . resent-

—aalid 2,
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resentment. However, he advised his brethren of
the army to submit with patience to the indigni-
tics that might be offered, and trust to the good-
ness of God to recompence their sufferings,  He
suffered at Tyburn the 37th of June, 1723, at the
age of 27 years®, | .
- HAYDEN, JAMES. - Seec IsDWELL, J.
HAYES, CATHERINE, ( TRAITORESS,)
was the davghter of 2 poor man of the name of
Hall, who lived pear Birmingham. She: remained
with her parents till she was abbut 15 years old,
and thien, having a dispute with her mother; she
left her home, -and set out with a view of going te
Londen. Her person being rather engaging, and
some officers in the army meeting with her on the
road, prevailed om ker to accompany them to their
quarters, at Great Ombersley in Worcestershire,
where she remained with them a considerable time,
»=On being dismissed by these officers, she strolled
about the country, till arriving at the bouse of Mr,
Hayes, a farmer in Warwickshire, the farmer’s
wife hired her as a servant, When she had conti-
nued a short time in this service, Ms. Hayes's son
fell violently in love with her, and a private mar-
riage took place, which was managed in the fol
lowing manner : Catherine left thé house early in
the morning, aud the younger Hayes being a car-
peuter, prevailed on his moather to let him have
some money to buy tools; but assoon as he had
. - o got

* The reader will no doubt agree withus, that
many, less deserving clemency, have been often
pardoned. To gratify a prejudiced and infatuated
- populace, was perhaps the chief motive of execut-

g the law., LI . EDITOR.
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got it he set out, and meeting his sweetheart at 2
place they bad agreed on, they went to Worces-
ter, where the nuptial rites were celebrated. At
this time it happened that the officers, by whom
she had been seduced, were at Worcester, and
bearing of her marriage, they ecaused young Hayes
to be taken out of bed from his wife, under pre-
tence that he had culisted in the army. Thus
situated, he was compelled to send an account of
the whole transaction to his father, who, though
offended with his son for the rash step he had taken,
went to a magistrate, who attended him to Wor-
cester, and demanded by what authority the young
man was detained. The officers endeavoured to-
excuse their conduct: but the magistrate threaten-
ing to commit them to prison, if they did not re-
lease him, the young fellow immediately obtained
his liberty. The father, irritated at the imprudent
conduct of his son, severely censured his proceed-
ings; but considering that what was ed could
not be recalled, had good sénse enough not to per- *
severe in his opposition to an unavoidable event.—
Mr. Hayes now furnished his sos-with money to
begin business for himself: and the young couple
were in a thriving way, and appeared to'live in
harmony : but Mrs. Hayes, being naturally of a
‘Testless disposition, prevailed on her husbhand to en-
list for a soldier. . The regiment in which he served
being ordered to the Isle of Wight, Catherine
followed him thither. He had not been Jong there
betote his father procured his discharge, which, as
it happened in the time of war, was attended with -
an expence of 60l. On the return of young Hayes
_and his wife, the father gave them an estare of 10l.
pes annum, to which he afterwards added anqthcx;
)
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of 161. which; with the profit of their trade, wounld
have been amply sufficient for their support. The
husband bore the character of an honest, well-dis-
posed man; he treated his wife very indulgently,
yet she constantly complained of the covetousness
of his disposition : but he had much more reason
to complain of her disposition, for she was turbu-
lent, quarrclsome, and pcrpemall{eexciting dis-
putes among her neighbours. The elder Mr, H.
observing with concern how unfortunately his son
was matched, advised him to leave ber, and settle
in some place where she might not find him. Soch,
however, was his attachment to her, that he could
‘not comply with this advice ; and she had the power
of persuading him to come to London, after they
had been married about six years.  On their arri-
val in the metropolis, Mr. Hayes took 2 house,
part of which he let into lodgings, and opened a
shop in the chandlery and coal trade, in which he
was as successful as he could have wished. Ex-
clusive of his profit by shop-keeping, he acquired
a great deal of money by lending small sums on |
pledges, for at this time the trade of pawnbroking
was followed by any one at pleasure, it having
been then subject to no regulation. Mrs. Hayes's
conduct in London was still more reprehensible
than it had been in the country., The chief plea-
sure of her life consisted in creating and encou-
raging quarrels amqng her neighbours; and, in-
deed, her unhappy disposition dscovered itself on
every occasion. Soumetimes she would speak of her
husband, to his acquaintance, in terms of great
tenderness and respect; and at other times she
would represent him to her female associates as a
compound of every thing that was contemptible

) : in
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30 human nature. On a particular occasion, she
-told a woman of her acquaintance, that she should
shink it no more sin to murder him .‘than to kill a
deg. At length her husband finding she made per-
petval disturbances in the neighbourhood, thought
3¢ prudent to remove to Tottenham.court-road,
where he carried on his former business;. but not
being as sucegsstul here as he could have wished,
he took another house in Tyburn-road, since called
Oxford-road. Here he continued his practice of
Ending small sums of money on pledges, till hav-
ing acquired a decent competency, he left off house-
keeping, and hired lodgings near the same spot.—
Tho. Billings, a jourueyman taylor, and a sup-
posed son of Mrs. Hayes’s, by her former connec-
tions, lodged in the house with Mrs, Hayes, and
the busband having gone into the country on bu-
siness, his wite and this man indulged themselves
in every species of extravagance. On Hayes's re-
turn, some of his neighbours told him how his wife
.had been wasting his substance; on which he se-
.verely censured her conduct, and a quarrel arising
.between them, they proceeded from words to blows,.
1t was commonly thought that she formed the re-
solution of muidering him at this time, as the
quarrel happened only six weeks before his fatal
exit. She now began to sound the disposition of
Billings, to whom she said it was impossible for
ber to live longer with her husband ; and she urged
-ail possible arguments to prevail on him to aid her
.in the commission of the murder, which Billings
‘resisted for some time, but at length complied.—
At this period Tho. Wood, an acquaintance of
Mr. Hayges, arrived from the country, and as he
was apprehensive of being impressed, Hayes kindly
s took him into his house, and promised to vse his
: 2 Q ’ interest
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nterest in procuring him some employment. Afeer
a few days revidence, Mrs. Hayes proposed to him
the murder of her husband; but the man was
shocked at the thought of destroying his friend and
bencfactor, and told her he would have no concern
in so atrocious a deed. However, she artfully
wrged that *¢ he was an atheist, and it could be ne
crme ta destroy a person who had no religion or
goodness—that he was himsclf 2 murderer, having
killed a man in the country, and likewise twe of
" bis own chiidren, one of which he had buried vy~
der 2 pear tree, and the other under an apple tree.™
She likewise said, that her husband's death would
put her into possession of 1500l of the whole of
which Wood should have the dispesal, if he would
assist her and Billings in the perpetration of the
mwurder. Wood wen out of town a few days after
this, and on his return found Mr. and Mr:. Hayes
and Billings in .company together, having drank
till they had put themselves into the utmost appa--
zent good humour.  Wood sitting down at Hayes's
-request, the latter said they had drank a guinea®s
worth of liquor, but notwithstanding this, he was
not drunk. A proposal was now made by Bil-
lings, that if Hayes could diink six bottles of
mountain without being drunk, he would pay for
it ; but that Hayes should be the paymaster if the
liquor made him drunk, or if he faile:d of drinking
the quantity.  This proposal being agreed to,
Wood, Billings, and Mrs. Hayes, went to 2 wine-
vault to buy the wine, and, on their way, this
wicked woman reminded the men that the present
would be a good opportunity of committing the
murder, as her husband would be perfectly intoxt-
cated. ‘The mind of Wood was not yet wrought

up
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wp to 2 proper pitch for the commission of a crime
s0 atrocious as the murder of a man who had shel-
tered and protected him ; and this too at a- time
when his mind must nccessarily be unprepared for
the launching into eterdity. Mrs. Hi had there-
- fove reeourse to her former arguments, urging that
® would be no sin to kill him; and Billings se-
eonding all she said, and deelaring he was ready to
take a part in the horrid deed, Wood was at length
prevailed on to become one of the execrable but-
chers. ‘Thus agreed, they went to the wine-vaule,
where Mrs. Hayes paid half a guinea for six ‘bot~
tles of wine, which being sent home by a poxter, '
Mr. Hayes began to drink it, while his intentional
wuxderers regaled themselves with beer.  When he
Bad taken a considerable quantity of the wine, he
daneed about the room like a man distracted, and
ar length finished the whole quantity ; but pet

Being then in an absolute state of stupefactiop, = -

kis wife sent for another bottle, which he likewise
drank, and then fell senseless on the floor. Hav-
g lain some time in this condition, be got; with
wuch difficulty, into another room, and threw him.
“self on a bed.” When he was asleep, his wife told
Ker associates that now was the time to execute
their plan, as there was no fear of any resistanee
on his part. ' Accordingly, Billings went into the
voom with a hatchet, with which he struck Hayes
so violently, that he fractured hisskull. At this
time Hayes’s feet hung off the bed, and thetor.
ture arising, from the blow, made him stamp re-
atedly on the floor, which being heard by Wood,

he 3lso went into the room, and taking the hatchet
our of Billing’s hand, gave the poor man twe
more blows, which gffectually dispatched him. A
T3Q2 woman,
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woman, named Springate, who lodged in the reom
over that where the murder was. committed, hear-
ing the noisc occasioned by Hayes's stamping,
imagined that the parties might have quarrelied 4n
consequence of their intoxication ; and going dowa
stairs, she told Mrs. Hayes that the noisc had a-
wakeaned her husband, child, and herself. Cathe-
rine had a ready answer to this: she said some
company had visited them, and were grown merry,
but they were on the point of taking their leave;
with. which answer Mrs. Springate returned to her
room well satisfied. The murderers then con-
sulted on the best manner of disposing of the body,
so as most effectually to prevent dctection. Mus.
Hayes proposed to cut off the head, because if the
body was found whole, it would be more likely to
be known. The villains agreeing to this proposi-
tion, she fetched a pail, lighted a candle, and all
_ of them ‘going into the room, the men drew the
body partly off the bed, when Billings supported

the head, while Wood, with his pocket-knite, cut -
it off, and the infamous woman held the pail to
receive it, being as careful as possible that the 8oor
might not be stained with the blood.  This being
done, they poured the blood out of the pail into a,

sink by the window, and poured several pails of -
water after it; but notwithstanding all this care,
Mrs. Springate observed some: congealed blood the
next morning : though at that time she did not ia
the least suspect what had passed. It was likewise
observed, that the marks of the blood were visible
on the floor for some weeks afterwards, though
- Mrs. Hayes had scraped it with a knife and wash-
ed it. 'When the head was cut off, this diabelical
woman recommended the beiling it till the flesh
‘ ' should

3
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should part frem the bones; but the other parties -
thought this operation would take up too much time,
-and therefore advised thethrowing it into the Thames,
in expectation that it would be carried off by the tide,
and sink. - This agreed to, the head was put into the
pail, and Billjngs taok it under his great-coat, being
accompanied by Wood : but making a noise in going
down stairs, Mrs. Springate called, and asked what
was the matter ; to which Mrs, Hayes answered,
that her husband was going a journey, and,with in-
credible dissimulation, she affected to take her
Jeave of him, and, as it was now past eleven, pre-
tended great concern that he was under a necessity -
of going at so late an hour, By this artifice Wood
and Billings passed out of the house unnoticed, and
went to Whitehall, where they intended to have
thrown in the head ; but the gates being shut, they
went to 2 wharf near the horse-ferry, Westminster.
Billings putting down the pail, Wood threw the
head into the Dock, expecting it would have been
carried away by the stream ; but at this time the
tide was ebbing, and a lighterman, who was them
in his vessel, heard something fall.into the Dock,
but it was too dark for him to distinguish objects.
The murderers having thus disposed of the head,
went home, and were let in by Mrs. Hayes, with.
out the knowledge of the lodgers. On the follow.
ing moming, soon after day-break, as a watchman,
named Robinson, was going off his stand, he saw
the pail, and looking inte the Dock obscrved the
head of a man. Having procured some witnesses
to this spectacle, they took out the head, and obe
serving the pail to be bloody, concluded that it wag
brought therein from some distant part. The
lighterman now said that he had heaid semething
' ' 3Q3 " thrown
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thrown into the dock: and the magistrates and
parish officers having assembled, gave strict orders
that the most diligent search should be made after
the body, which howcver was not found till some
time afrerwards ; for, when the murderers had con-
wversed together, on the disposal of the body, Mrs,
Hayes had proposed that it should be put intoa
bex, and buried, and the other parties agreeing to
this, she purchased a box, which, on bring sent
home, was found too little to contain 1t ; on which
she recommended the chopping off the legs and
arms, which was done; but the box being still too
small, the thighs were likewise cut off, and all the
parts packed up together, and the box put by till
night, when Wood and Billings took out the pieces
of the mangled body, and putting them into two
blankets, carried them out of the house unnoticed,
and threw them into a pond near Marybone;
which being done, they returned to their Jodgings,
and Mrs. Springatc, who had still no suspicion of
what had passed, opened the door for them. In
the interim the magistrates divected that the head
should be washed clean, =m:i the hair coinbed
after which it was put on a pole in the church-yard
of St. Margaret, Westminster, that an opportuniry
might be afforded for its being viewed by the pub-
fic. 'Orders were likewise given that the parish
officers should attend this exhibition of the head, to
take into custody any suspicious person who might
discover signs of guilt on the sight of it. The
* high constable of Westminster, on a presumption
that the body might, on the following night, be
thrown where the head had been, gave private
orders to the inferior constables, to attend during
t.!‘e night, -and stop all coaches, or other carriages,

. or
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or persons with burdens, coming near the spot, and.
. examine if they could find the body, or any of the
Jimbs. The head being exposed on the pole, so ex-
eited the curiosity of the public, that immerise
crowds of prople of all ranks went to view it ; and
among the rest was a Mr. Bennet, apprentice to
the King’s organ-builder, who having looked at it
- with great atfention, said, he thought it was the
head of Hayes, with whom he had been some time
acquainted : and hereupon he went to Mrs. Hayes,
and telling her his suspicions, desired she would go
and take a-view. of the head. In answer hereto
she said that her husband was in good health, and
desired him to be cautious of what he said, as such.
a declaration might occasion him a great deal of
trouble ; on which, for the present, Bennet took
no fatther notice of the affair. A journeyman tay-
lor, named Patrick, who worked in Monmouth-
strect, having likewise taken a view of the head,
told his master, on his return, that he was confident
it was the head of Hayes; on which some other
journeymen in the same shop, who had likewise
known the deceased, weot and saw ity and returned
perfectly assured that it was so, As Billings
worked at this very shop in. Monmeuth-strect, one
of these journeymen observed to him, that he must
" know the head, as he lodged in Hayes’s house j
but Billings said he had left him well in bed when
he came to work in the morning, and therefore it -
could not belong to him. On the following day
. Mrs. Hayes gave Wood a suit of clothes whicK
had belonged to her husband, and sent him to Har-
row on the Hill. As Wood was going.down stairs
with the bundle of clothes, Mrs. Springate asked
hisn what he had got; to which Mrs, Hayes readily
o - seplied,



452 HAYES,

replied, a suit of clothes he had borrowed of an ac-
quaintance. On the second day after the commis-
sion of the murder. Mrs. Hayes being visited by a
Mrs. Longmore, the former asked what was the’
news of the fown; when the latter said that the

ublic conversation was wholly eéngrossed by the

ad which was- fixed in St. Margaret’s church-
yard. Hereupon Catherine exclaimed “against the
wickedness of the times, and said she had been told
that the body of a mutdered woman had heen
found in the fields that day. Wood coming from
Harrow on the Hill on' the following day, Cathex
rine told bim that the head was found, and giving
him some other clothes that had belonged to her
husband, ‘and five shillings, said she would continve
to supply him with money. After the head had
been exhibited four days, and no discovery made,
a surgeon, named Westbrook, was desired to put it
in a glass of spirits to prevent its putrifying, and
keep it for the farther inspection of all who chose
to take a view of it, which was accordingly done.
Soon after this Mrs. Hayes quitted her lodgings,
and removed to the house of Mr. Jones, a distiller,
paying Mrs. Springate’s rent also at the former
lodgings, amd taking her with her. Wood and
Billings likewise removed. with her, whom she con-
tinued to supply with money, and employed herself
principally in collecting cash that bad been owing
to her late husband. ~ A sister of Mr, Hayes’s, who

‘lived in the couutry, having married a Mr. Davies,

H:!yes had lent Davies some money, for which he
had taken his bond : which bond Catherine finding:
among Mr. Hayes's papers, she employed a person.
to writg a letter in the name of the deceased, de-
wanding ten ppunds in part of payment, and threa-
‘ . tening
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tening a proseéution in case of refusal. Mr. Hayes’s
mother being still living, and Davies unable to pay
the money, he.applied to the old gentlewoman for
assistance, who agreed to pay the money on condi- .
- tion that the bond was sent into the country ; and
wrote to Loudon,-intimating her consent so to do,
having no suspicion of the horrid transaction which
had taken place. Inthe mean time incredible num-
bers of people resorted to see the head, and amon
the rest a poor woman from Kingsland, whose hus-
band had been absent from the very time that the
murder was perpetrated.  After a minute survey of
the head, she believed it was that of her husband,
though she could not be absolutely positive. How-
ever, her suspicions were so strong, that strict
search was made, after the body, on a presumption
“that the clothes might help herto ascertain it. Ms.
Hayes not being visible for a considerable time, his
-friends could not belp making enquiry after him.
A Mr: Ashby in particular, who had been on the
most friendly terms with him, called on Mrs.
-Hayes, and demanded what was become of him.
Catherine pretended to account for his absence by
:communicating the following intelligence, as a mat.
-ter that must be kept profoundly secret :—¢¢ Some
time ago (said she)"he happened to have a dispute
- with a man, and from words they came to blows, so
that Mr. Hayes killed him. The wife of the de-
ceased made up the affair, on Mr. Hayes's pro~ .
mising to pay her a certain annual allowance : but
he not being able to make it good, she threatened
- . to inform against him, on which he absconded.”’—
- This method of accounting for the absence of his
friend was by no means satisfactory to Mr. Asl!by,
who asked her if the head that had been exposed ;n
. the

s



458 HAYVES.

the pole wat that of the mau who bad been killed
by her husband. She readily answered in the ne-
gative, adding that the party had been busied ep-
tirc; and that the widow had her husband’s bond
for the payment of fifteen pounds a year. Ashby
enquiring to what pait of the world Mr. Hayes wa
goue, she said to Portugal, in company with some
n ; but she had yet reccived no letter from
im. The whole of this story seemed highly im-
probable to Mr. Ashby, who went to a2 Mr. Long-
more, a gentleman nearly related to Hayes, and ¢
was agreed between them that Mr. Longmone
should call on Catherine, and have some conversa-
tion: but not et her know that Ashby had beem
with him, forthey sup;osed that by comparing the
two accounts together, they might form a very
probable judgment of the matter of fact. Accord-
angly, Longmore went to Catherine, and enquired
after her husband.  In answer to his questions, she
said she presumed Mr. Ashby had related the cis-
cumstance of his misfortune; but Longmore re-
Plied, that he had not seen Ashby for a2 consider-
able time, and cxpressed his hope that her husband
was not imprisoned for debt. ¢ No, (she replied)
it is much worse thae that.™ ¢ Why, (said
more) has he murdeyed any one ' To this
answered in the afinnative; and desiring him %o
walk into another room, told him almost the same
story as she had dape to Mr Ashby, but instead of
qaying he was gone to Portupal, said be had retired
to Hertfordshire, and, in fear of being attacked,
had taken foyr pistols to defend himself. Xt wag
now remarked by Mr. Langmore, that it was im-
dent for him to travel thus armed, as be was lia-
to b taken up, on spspicion of being a high~
wayman,
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n, and if such a circumstance should happen,
Be would find it no easy matter to-procure a dis-
charge.  She allowed the justice of this remark,
bot said thiat 'Mr, Hayes commonly travelled in
that manner. She likewise said that he was oncé
taken' into custedy, en. suspition of being a high.
‘wayman, and conducted t0.a magistrate,. but a gens
tlemap who was casvally present happening te
know bim, gave bail for his appearance. To this
Longmore observed, that the justice of peace must
have exceeded his authority, for. that the Jaw re-
quired that two parties should:bail'a. person charged
on suspicion of baving robbed. om the highway. In
the. course of conversation, Mv. Longmore asked '
her what sum of money her husband had: in his pos-
session.  To which she replied, that he had seven-
teen shillings in his pocket, and about twenty-six
guineas sewed within the lining of his coat. She

added, that Mrs. Springate knew the truth of ail

these circumstances, which hod induced her to pay
that woman’s rent at the former lodgings, and .
bring her away. Mus. Springate having been inter-
rogated by Longmore, averred the truth of all that
Catherine had said, and added that Mrs. Hayes was
a very cruel husband, having behaved with remark-
able severity to his wife: but Mr. Longmore said
this must be false, for to his knowledge, he was re-
markably tender and indulgent of her. TLongmore
went immediately to- Mr. Ashby, and said, that

“from the difference of the stories Catherine had told

them, he had little doubt but that poor Hayes had
been murdered. Hereupon they determined to go
to Mr.- Eaton, who was one of the life-guards, and,
nearly related to the decessed, and to communicate
their suspicions to him, but Eaton happening to be
absent from home, they agreed to go again to West-

minster,

~
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minster, and survey the head with more care and
sttention than they had hitherto done. On their
arrival, the surgeon told them that a poor woman
from Kingsland had, in part, owned the head as
that of her husband, but she was not soabsolutely
certain as to swear that it was so, and that they were
very welcome to take another: view of it. This
they did, and agreed in opinion that it was actually
the head of Hayes. On their return, therefore,
they called at Eaton’s house, and took him with
them to dine at Mr. Longmore’s, where the subject
of conversation ran naturally on the supposed dis.
covery they had made. A brother of Mr. Long-
more, coming .in at this juncture, listened to their
conversation, and remarked that they proposed that
Ms:. Eaton should go to Mrs. Hayes, at the expira~
tion of two or three days, and make enquiries after
her husband, similar to those which had been made
by the other gentlemen. To this Lo.zymore’s
brother urged his objections, observing, that-as
they had rcason to think their suspicions so well
founded, it would be very ill policy to lose any time,
since the murderers would certainly effect an escape
if they should hear they were suspected : and as
‘Wood and Billings were drinking with Mr. Hayes
the Jast time he was seen, be advised that they
should be immediately taken into custody. “This
advice appeared so reasonable, * that all the parties
agreed to follow it; and going soon afterwards-to
Justice Lambert, they told him their suspicions, ard °
-the reasons on which they were founded. The
magistrate immediately granted his warrant for the
apprehension of Catherine Hayes, Thomas Wood,
Thomas Billings, and Mary Springate, on suspicion
-of their having been guilty of. the murder of John.
Hayes: and Mr. Lambert, anxious that .thet:
' T ’ shoul
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should be no" failure in the execution of the war-
1ant, determiged to attend in person. Hereupon,
having procured the assistance of two officers of the
life-guards, and taking with him the several gentle-
men who had given the information, they went to
Mr. Joues's, the distiller, (Mrs, Hayes's lodgings)
about nine o’clock at night. As they were going
up stairs without any ceremony, the distiller desired
to know by what authority they made so frec in his
house:; but Mr; Lambert informing him who he
was, no farther opposition was made to their pro-
eeedings, The magistrate going to the door of
Mrs. Hayes's room, rapped with his cane, on which
_ she said, ¢ Whois there ?>* and he commanded her
to open the door immediately, or it should be broke
open. To this she replied, that she would open it
. as soon as she had put on her clothes: and she did
so in little more than a minute, when the Justice
ordered the parties present to take her into custody.
At this time Billings was sitting on the side of the
bed, bare-legged; on which Mr, Lambert asked if
they had been sleeping together ; to which Cathe-
rine replied, ¢ No,™ and said, that Billings had
- been mending his stockings. On this the Justice
" . observed, that bis sight must be extremely good, as
there awas neither fire nor candle in the room awben
tbey came to the door. - Some of the parties remain-
ing below, to secure the prisoners, Mr. Longmore
went up stairs with the Justice, and took Mrs.
Springate into custody ; and they were all conduc-
ted together to the house of Mr. Lambert. This
smagistrate having examined the prisoners separately
.- for a comsiderable time, and all of them positiv'ely
persisting in their igncrance of any thing respecting
the murder, they were separately committed for re-
examination on the following day, before Mr. Lam-
2R ~ bert
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Gt aul odher magisvmes.  Mrs Springate wn
wratt 3 the Gaar-bove, Blliags to New-Prison, and
Mirx Hyves w» Todalifickds Bridewell. Whes the
peacroficers, ancsdod by Lemgmore, west the
next dae o feich sp Carherine to her cxaminafion,
she cusnestly desined ™o see the head - 20d it being
dhamphe yrondest » grast her request, she was car-
viodl o thr sorgees s, and me soomer was the head
sheem 0 ez, dhan e enchhimed, * Oh! t s my
drwr sedands head?! It & my dear busband’s
Shead ™ She now teck the glass 0 her arms, and
shed s seams whide she embeaced it Mr. West-
Yok wid ber that be would take the bead ont of
the ghe, tae she mighs have 2 more perfect view
of %, 3nd be vorrom that &t was the ame.  The sor-
gemn duimg 3 he had swid, she scomed 1o be greatly
aff-viod, and having kimed the head scveral times,
sihe bepred 1 be indelped with 2 Jock of the bair:
amd on Mir. Westhrosk expressing his 2pprchension
vhar she bhad 100 mech of k- hicod already, she fell
e 3 @ xnd o@ Ixv recovery was conducted 10
Mr. Lambeqrs, to take her cxamination with the
erhes puries.  Oa the morming of this day, asa

and his scrvamt wese crossing the ficlds

tellipence of this fact while Mirs. Hayes was under
examsnation before the justices, 2 circumstagee that
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contributed to strengthen the idea conceived of hes
guilt, - Notwithstanding this, she still peisisted in
her innocence: but the magistrates paying no re«
fard to her declarations, committed her to Newgate

ar trial. - Wood being at this time out of town, it
was thought prudent to defer the farther examina-
tion of Billings and Springate, till he should be
taken into custady. On the morning of the succegd.
ing Sunday he came on horseback to the house
where Mrs, Hayes had Jodged when the murder was
committed ; when he was told that she had removed

to Mr. Jones’s. Accordingly he rode thither, and. -

enquired for her ; when the people knewing that he
was oue of the parties charged with the murder,
* were disposed to take him into custody : however,
their fear of his having pistols prevented sheir do-
ing s0; but unwilling that such an atrocious offen-
der should escape, they told him that Mrs. Hayes
was gone to the Green Dragon in King’s-street, on
@ visit, (which house was kept by Mr. Longmore;,)
and they sent a person with him, to direct him to
the place. The biother of Longmore being at the
door on’ his ayrival, and knowing him well, pulled
him from his horse, and accused him of being an
accomplice in the murder. He was immediately de-
livered 1o the custody of some constables, who con-
ducted him to the house of Justice Lambert, before
_ whom be underwent an examination ; but refusing
to make any confession, he was sent to Tothill-
fields Bridewell for farther examination. On his -
arrival at-the prison, he was informed that the body
had been found : and - not doubting but that the
whole affair would come to light, he begged that
he might be carried back to the Justice’s house,
This being made known to Mr. Lambert, be s;n
e 3R 2 oF
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for the assistance of two other magistrates, and the -
prisoner bejng brought up, he acknowledged the
particulars of tht murder, and signed his confes-
sion. It is thought that he entertained some hope
of being admitted an evidence ; but as his surren-
der was not voluntary, and as his accomplices were
in custody, the magistrates told him he must abide
the verdict of a jury. This wretched man owned,
that since the perpetration of the crime, he had been
terrified at the sight of every one he met, that he
had not experienced a moment’s peace, and that his
mind had been distracted with the most violent agi-
tations. His commitment was made out for New-
gate 3 but so exceedingly were the passions ‘of the
gopuhce agitated on the occasion, that it was feared
e would be ton to pieces by the mob ; wherefore
it was thought prudent te procure a guard of a ser-
jeant and eight soldiers, who conducted him tor pri-
son with their bayonets fixed. A gentleman, named.
Mercer, having visited Mrs. Hayes in Newgate, the
" day before Wood was taken into custody, she de-
sired he would go to Billings, and urge him to con-
fess the whole truth, as the proofs of their guilt
were such, that no advantage could be expected
from a farther denial of the g\ct. Accordingly the
entleman went to Billings, who, being carried be-
re Justice Lambert, made a confession, agree-
ing in all its circumstances with that of Wood : and
thereupon Mrs. Springate was set at liberty, as her
innocence was evident from their concurrent testi-
mony. Numbers of people now went to see Mrs.
Hayes in Newgate: and on her being asked what
could induce her to commit so atrocious a crime,
she gave very different answers at different times;
but frequently alledged that Mr. Hayes had been

an
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mkind husband to her, a circumstance which
contradicted by the.report of every. person who
7 the deceased. In the history of this woman
t is a stiange mystery. She called Billings her:
and sometimes averred that he was really so,
1 knew nothing of her being his mother, nor
ier relations know any thing of the birth of.
a child. ‘To some people she would affirm he
‘he son of Mr. Hayes, born after marriage:
tis father having an aversion to him while an
it, he was put to nurse in the country, and all
er care of -him totally neglected on their com«
o London. But this story is altogether incre-
» ‘becavse Hayes was not a man ‘likely to have
ted his child to the frowns of fortune; and
arents had never heard of the birth of such a
‘Billings was equally incapable of giving a

actory account of his own origin. All he
r was, that ht had lived with a country shoe-
:r, who passed for his father, and bad sent’
to school, and then put him apprentice to a
. It is probable that she discovered him to
't son, when she afterwards’ became acquaint-
ith him in London ;, and as some persons, who
- from the same part of the kingdom, said that
1gs was found in a basket near a farm-house,
upported at the expence of the parish. It may
‘esumed that he was dropped in that manner
is unnatural mother. Tho. Woaod was born’
Ludlow in Shropshire, and brought up to the
iess of husbandry. He was so remarkable for
wrmless and sober conduct when a boy, as to
ry much esteemed by his neighbours. - On the
1 of his father, his mother took a public~
: for the support of her children, of whom
2R3 this
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this Thomas was the eldeést; and he behaved so

dutifully to his mother, that the loss of her hus-

band was scarcely felt. ‘He was equally diligent

abroad and at home ; for when the business of the |
. house was insufficient to' employ him, he worked
for the farmers, by which he greatly contributed to

the support of the family. On attaining years of

maturity, he engaged himself as a waiter at an ina.
in the country, from whence he removed to ether
inns, and in all his places preserved a fair charac-
ter. . At length he came to London, but being
afraid of being impressed, as already mentioned,
obtained the protection of Mr. Hayes, who he-
haved in a very friendly manner to him, till the
arts of a vile woman prevailed on him to éembrue
his haods in the blood of his benefactor.  Billings.
and Wood, having already made confessions, and,
being penetrated with the thought of the heinous
nature of their offence, determined to plead guilty
to the indictments against them: but Mrs. Hayes
having made no confession, flattered herself there
was a chance of her being acquitted, and there-
fore resolved to put herself on her trial, -in which
she was encouraged by some people that she met.
with in Newgate. The indictment being opened,
and the witnesses heard, the jury, fully convinced
of the commission of the fact, found her guilty.—
The prisoners being brought to the bar to receive
sentence, Mrs. Hayes entreated that she might not
be bumnt, according to the then law for petty trea-
son, alledging that she was not guilty, as she did
not strike the fatal blow; but she was informed
by the court, that the sentence awarded by the
law could not be dispensed with. - Billings and
Wood urged, that, having made so full and free
. - a con-
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a confeision, they hoped they should not be hung -
in chains : but to this they reccived no. answer.—-
Atter conviction, the behaviour of Wood was un-
comnfouly penitent and devout; but while in the-
condemned hole, he was seized with a violent fe-
ver, and being attended by a clergyman to assise”
him in his devotions, he confested he was ready to
suffer death, under every mark of ignominy, as
some atonement for.the atrocious crime he had-
committed : however, he died in prison, and thus
defeated the final execution of the law. At parti-
. cular. times Billings bebaved with sincerity; but at”
others, prevaricated much in his answers to: the
questions put to him. On the whole, however,
he fully confessed his guilt, acknowledged the jus-
tice of his sentence, and said no punishment could..
‘be adequate to the excess of the erime of which he:
had been guilty. The behaviour of Mrs. Hayes
was somewhat similar to her former conduct. Hav-
ing an intention to destroy herself, she procured a
phial of strong poison, which being casually, tasted
by a womin who was confined with her, it burnt
her lips ; on which she broke the phial, and there- .
by frustrated her design. '~ On the day of hef death
she received the sacrament, and was drawn on a
sledge to the place of execution. Billings was exe-
cuted in the usnal manmner, and hung in chains not
far from the pond,in which Mr. Hayes’s body was
found, in Marybone-fields. When the wretched
swoman had finished her devotions, an iron chain
was put round her body, with which she was fixed
to a stake near the gallows. On these occasions,
when women. were burnt for petit treason, 4t was
customary“to strangle them, Y means of a rope
passed round the neck, and pulled by the execu-
tionery so that they were dead before the flames
. ““reached
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reached the body. But this woman was literally
burnt alive ; for the executioner letting go the rope
sooner than usual, in consequence of the flames.
veaching his hands, the fire burnt fiercely round:
ber, and the spectators heheld her pushing the
faggots from her, while she rent the air with
her cries and Jamentations, Other faggots were
§mstantly thrown on her, but she survived amidst -
the flames for a considerable time, and her

was not perfectly reduced torashes in Jess than three
hours. gey suffered at Tybumn, May g, 1736,
Horrid and serious as the murder of Hayes was, it
was notwithstanding rendered the subjeet of mirth-
by a humorous rtmster of those times, who, have
ing very prudently concealed his mame, published
in the periodical prints the following ballad, to the
tupc of Chevy Chase :m :

IN Tyburn Road a man there liv'd
" A just and honest life;

And there he might have livegd still,
- I it had pleased his wife.

But she to vicious ways inclin’d,
- A life most wicked led 5
With tailors and with tinkers too,
$he oft defil'd his bed.

Full twice a day ta cburch lie went,
And so devout would be ;
Sure never was a saint on earth,

If that no saint was he!

-

This vex'd hiswife unto the heart, -
She was of wrath so full ;

.8 / , That
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Thatfinding no hele in his coat,
She pick’d one in his skull.

But then her heart *gan to relent,
And griev’d she was so sore ;
"That quarter to him for to give, -

She cut him into four.

All in the dark and dead of night,
These quarters she convey’d 3
And in a ditch at Marybone,
His marrow-bones she laid.

His head at Westminster she threw,
All in the Thames so wide;

Says she, my dear, the wind sets fair,
And you may have the tide.

Bot heav’n, whose pow’r no limits k nows
On cauth, or on the main, .

" Soon caus’d this head for to be thrown
Upon the land again. :

‘This head being found, the justices
Their heads together laid

And all agreed there must have been
Some body to this head.

But since no body could be found,
High mounted on a shelf;

They ¢’en set up the head to be
A witness for itself.

Next, that it no self-murder was,
The case jtself explains;

For no man could cut off his head,
And throw it'ip the Thanies,

Ere
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Fre many days had gone and pass’d, .
The deed at lmgtg was known ;

And Cath'rine she confess'd at last,
The fact to be her own. :

God prosper long our noble king, -
Our lives and safeties all's -

Ard grant that we may w‘"““‘ take,
Py Cath'rine Hayes s fall,

END OF VOL. I, . - ~~

‘ J. Cundce, Printer, )
Ivy-Lane
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