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SOUTH AMERICA.

CHAP. 1.
DISCOVERY AND POLYITICAL CHANGES IN THE GOVERNMENT

OF THE BRA®ILS, FEOM THE PIRST pucovnu, IN 1800,
7O m:mx. m'm'uncm »Y THE meumn 1661.

.'\",'~  - . .

BR‘ASIL, -an immense continent in South
America, is bounded on the morth by the
tiver of the Amazons, on the south by Paras
guay, on the west by a long tract of mountaias
that divide it from Peru; and on the east by the
northem ocean; . : :

Had Col‘u_mbiis;.in his third voysge; in 1499,
turned his coursé to the South Sea, when hi
eame to the enttance of the Oroonoko, he cdisid

.33 :
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not have -failed discovering the Brasils ; but he
preferred stéering to the north-west, towards the
gulf that lies between that river and Florida,
The settlements a]ready made there, the gold
they produced, =nd the hopé ‘of finding a pas-
sage to the East-Indies, operating as induce«
ments to pursue that tract.

.. Peter Alvarez de Ca/bral, a Portuguese Ad.
miral, had the honour ofidisco¥ering this country,
He was going with a fleet beyond: the Cape of

‘Gopd Hope; and after passing the Cape de Verde
Islands, stood so far out o ses, with a view of
-avoiding ' the calms, .common :on the .coest of
Africa, that on the 24th of April, 1500, he ob-

~served an unknown country on the West but

.along the coast, as far ,as 15° .south latltude,

where, finding a good haven, he gave it the

name . of :Powto. Seguro, or the Safe Port; .and
the cqimtrysitsdthe.«nalled.:the Land’, 0f’>the.

Holy: Ghost; this'name was. afterwards changed
to: that ef :Brasil; . from its- aboynding with Brasil,
wood,' which had béen so called in Europe aboug

300 years before this country was:disopvered, - .

£ Cabral gent some: paopkt on:sharg,vtlp ‘expmine
the _country; and they reporting.thati it was
well .watered .and extrerbely fertile, he resolved

v &
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to - go hlmdtf ©n_ his Janging, ", he was re~ -

ceived by the peaceful inhabitants w1th gl:ea;

kindness; and judging the country to be of great

importance, as-he had seyveral condemned cri-
Winals on baard his shlp, whose: sentence -had
bee,n changed from that of death to transportav

~~~~

thm cnmmals m the country, to leam the lan- '

gupge; and acquire further information of thxs
unkpown land and its ‘inhabitants, and prevalled
on one of the inhabitants to accompany. him to

Europe He also set up a stone Cross, as a moy
nument of his having taken possession of the -

country for. the king- of Portugal, and then

. dlspatched a vessel to- Llsbou with . the infore-

matlon.

: The’court of Portugal, anxious to ascertain the
value apd extent of the country, sent several per-
sons to visit the coasts, who soon found that this

‘was part of the continent of that new world dts-
covered by Columbus. : '

ol e TR

: Aﬁhirs in the b’egirmiﬁg Went-oﬁ very 'slowlsr;r

the first Portuguese  inhabitants “simply re-

marked, ‘that' the soil was fertile, the air tém-

.

perate, and the ‘country well wateréd,- capable -

~of furnishing the necessaries of- life, a'nd not
B 4 S
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susw that it eon!mned gold or dnamond

 mines; |
= As this country was discovered in going to the
Indies, the Portuguese were at first doubtful

" whether it was not a part of them; if was dis:

tinguished by the appellation of West-Indies,
because the Portuguese went to India (properly
5o called) by the east, and to the Brasils by the
west. This neme was afterwards extended to all
America, and the Amencans were very 1mpro- ‘
‘perly called Indians.

* For several years, the Portuguese government
. tontented themselves with transporting thither,
" from time to time, those persons whose crimes
brought them under the censure of the-law.
But, ‘as the fertility of the country became more
known, the crown had recourse to making ex-.
. tensive grants to such as were disposed to settle
~ there, which induced many to try their fortunes
in the new colony. By this’ means ‘the celony
grew apace; and,’ in the space of fifty years, -
spread over a large tract of countiy, and erected
many good towns: the princ l’]}k::al of whrch ‘were,’
Tamacara, Pernambucco, 11 Porto Segura,
and - St. Vincent, each ‘of which was  sur.
o rounded by a populous and well cultivated
' temtory el .
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* Thoughthe natives wete resolved not tob ear
the yoke of slavery, and grew desperate at every
attempt to bring them into subjection, yet the
fertility of the -soil induced many persons, from,
other parts of Ameriea, exclusive of the Portu-
guese, to settle there. By degrees, these erected:

a new Kkind of government, dictated by 1 neces-
sity, in which every master of a famnly was
both a planter- and a“soldier.. He laid out as -
much land as himself and his. family could culs
tivate, and daily. performed his -military exer-
cises, to enable himself to defend his property ;
and hence every district had the title- of Capi-
tanship, which. they still retain, though the
- state of affairs i is absolutely changed

The ﬂourlshmg state of Brasil soon awakened
. the attention  of the court; kihg John III. in
1549, .concerned at the grants already ‘made,
ungenerougly revoked, all those of his . prede<
cessor ;-and, as the government .were at that
period ignerant of the extentof the country, he
appointed Thomas de Sousa, governor-general
of Brasil; who set sail .with a fleet .of six men -
of war, having on board many officers, civil and
mlhtary, “with a cons1derable body of soldiers,
and six fathers of the new order of Jesuits, w ho) ‘
were _tq convert the Indians. He had alsa a new
‘plan of power, adjusted agreeablé to the views
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of the . court, .and was directed to build a new
town in the bay of Al], Samts. . '

De Sousa, soon af'ter h;s amval 1n Brasﬂ, en
tered upon the execution of what he was ordered
to perf’orm. He made War upon the natlvesg
Built the town of St. Salvador, and erected mo+
nastenes for the JeSUItS. e

What De Sousa - could not finish was comq.
completed by his successor, Edward Acosta, in’
whose time the number of towns, and mha~
bitants, were nearly doubled to secure the ter-
ritory, he was obliged to strengthen the towns; -
by erecting fortifications of brick and stone, fur-
nished with artillery, the necessity of which was’
soon justified by experience,

At this time the affairs'of France being in the
greatest confusion, and -the disputes between
those of the church of Rome and the Calvinists,"
being carried to the utmost height, many -of the
most active and industrious Calvinists were de-
sirous of leaving their native soil, and- seekmg
an easier and more contented state in dlstant
¢limates, ’ ‘

{

~ Among these was \Ilcholas Durant Lord
of Willegagnon, knight of Malta, and vice.
adm1ral of Bnttany, who bemg treated lll at
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‘‘‘‘‘‘‘

pnd carty a, pplqpy mto 1some dxstant part of the ‘
world ; apd hearjng some. accouqtq of Brasxl he
drew ,up, a scheme for, fixing asettlement in that
souqtry, Tkus he, presented to Gaspar de Co-
ance towzgrds ﬁttmg out a squadron for that
purpose,. ... . LT SECEFS B o
The admiral made such a representation of
the affair to king Henry 11, that he had leave to
fit out three large vessels, w1th a sufﬁcxent num-
ber of seamen and adventuxers on board ; and
in May, 1555, thls small squadron saxled from,v
Hayre de Grace for ﬂrasﬂ where, aftera tedlous
and troublesome voyege, they arn;xved in No-
yember, ‘ . . ,
Thxs colony landed upon a rook, whxch they ‘
found uninhabitable ; but marehmg farther
within land, ﬁxed upon a very commodlous spot
of ground almost under the troplc of Capncorn,
where they erected a convenient fortress fot
their security bqth agamst the natives and the
qutuguese, which they called Fort Collgny.
From -this place the Sleur de Vlllegagnon sent
the admiral a long account of his proceedings
and situation ; described the country and its
iphabitants, and observed that it was extremely
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;iractncab*le to convert it into both 2 useful and
'thmnhg colony; but remarked that such' as
were sent to him must not expect the delicactes
of Europe, that their bread was made of a-cers -
‘tain root, ground to powder, that they had na
* wine, much fish, and some venison ; and that
those who could live contentedly upon such
_ provisions, might find a secure retreat at hisfort
in Brasxl :

This letter the admiral communicated to thé
famous reformer, John Calvin, of Geneva, who
previiled on a dozen zealous Protestants of that
tity, to engdge in the design of improving this
new settlement. Du Font, a man of sense;
with & good character,  was put at the head of _
this affair, and with him were joined two minis=
ters, Peter Richer, who had been formerly a-
Carmelite, and Wifliam Chartier; these setting
out together from Geneva, waited upon the ads
- miral at Chatillon, who gave them a kind recep- -
tion ; and by his assistance, joined to their own
interest, they soon got together -three hundred
men, who embarked at Harfleur on board three
vessels, in November, 1556, and arrived at Fort
Coligny on the 7th of March, 1557, where they
- Wwere recelved w:th great joy. o

Thingd, however, did not long' continue it
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t.hi- sjtyation 5. for the Sieur de V:llegagnon,
who,had pretended to be arigid Calvinist, soon
- shewed, that,he had only worn a mask. This
_produced a qnauel hctween him and the minise
ter, Richer, in which the disputes rese so high,
that he drove the latter and all his adherents Out
of -the colony. N
The Sleur @e Vlllegagnon being thus ‘ahan.
dqned, took the-best measures he could for the
security of the colony in his absence, and then
returned to France: where he endeavoured ta
mise a belief of his being a ‘zealous Calvinist,
and published an apology for his own' conduct,
In the mean time, the Portuguese laid hold . of
this opportunity, to rid themselves of their new '
neighbours ; and the next year Emanuel Sa, go- -
- vernor-of Brasil,-cut off the French that were
leﬁ beh.ind, .and -demolished their fort. .

The Portuguese now for some time qmetly
enjoyed their settlements, till, at length, cne
Captain Riffaut, -who had been cruizing on the
Spaniards, touchmg at the island of Maragnan,
on the coast of Brasil, contracted so great an
intimacy with the Indian Chief of the island,
that he mwted him to bring awufficient. numbe;
of his countrqun to fix a settlement there,
Fomxsmg to nge him all the assistance in. hiy

~

’
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. power. “This oﬂ'er the French’ Captam reaaﬂ)’
embraced, and at his’ return to France, found
tneans, by his credit and interést; 'to equlpt‘hree
shlps, so effectually, 'that there was great Tetson
to expect extraordinary ‘success { but- “his* mer
mutinying before he reached the island, and'the
Jargest of his ships runnmg upon’ the ¢oast a3
soon as he got to it, by which means she was
10st, he was obl’igeﬁ to rethr‘n ’tb Pramcé ; but
* some of his’ péople, amohg” whom 'V&"as M’d8
. Vaux, chose to stay with the natnfés, th ‘made’
tﬁem extremely welcome'; ¢ “This | young - gantles
man, was remarkably brisk and detive ; he liked
the ‘climate, 'and contmued ‘there some tuhe. ~
Hls behaviour to the’ Brasilians' wis very' en-
gagmg, and he in many respécts prOved so useful
to them, that they made thé samé applications -
to liim, as the Indian Chief had done to Captam
Riffaut, which' at last engaged him to think sed
riously upon the subject and to return home by i
the first opportumty ’ v

“On'M. de Vaux’s arriving ' in France, he ap-
plied to king Henry IV. to whom he represented
the vast advantages that would flow from such
an establishment ; upon which that prince, who
had the good of bis subjects at heart, and wag' .
unwilling to place too great « confidence on the'
creditof a young adventurer, sent a small vessel,
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ainder the command of M. Rivardier, a persott
of great merit, upon whose report he could de-
pend :who took M. de Vaux with him, and after
wmarnmg ‘six ' months in Brasil, ‘returned 10
Fraiee, from whence he .‘made several voyages
back, before- the government éould come to any
resolution about settling.a colony. Preparations
were, however, at length actually made for -
sending a stronig squadron thithér; whén a stop
was: put'to them by the murder ‘of Henry IV’
But M. Rivardier-was so fond'of -the. place,’ and
86 fully persuadéd that a settlement there would
immediately turn to account, that he embarked
his whole ptivhte -fortune, and engaged several
of his’ friends 'to do so to ; by 'which means he
equipped three stout vessels, and engaged about
three hundred men to go to Brasil, with whomt
he embarked at'Cancale, on the coast of Brittany;
and in July follbwmg', an*lved at the istand of '

Maragnan.
Yo i

He thete erected a fortress on the summit of
a.h_lll near the best port in the.island, Between
"two fivke rivérs 'thit‘washed Both: sides of the
mountain, and ran from thence inte the seas
Upon the bastions of this fort he mounted
twenty-two piects ‘of vannon; and ‘evety’thing
- seemed to promise-all fhe successithat:could be
desired, when; aboiit ‘two: véats. after their first
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arrival, 3 strong squadron, sent by Don Jergm
de Albuquerque, the Portuguese governor ‘of
PBrasil, appearing before the bay, soon forced’

them to suitender, and, according to his orders,
the place was instantly demolished; since which
" the French have not made any further attqmpu :
to settle in that country ; . :

' In the year 1381, the crown of Portuga.l dea-
vglvmg on the head.of Philip II. king of Spaiw,
he not only became possessed of all the rich
countries in America discovered by the Spaniards,
but of Brasil, and all the Portuguese seltlement&\
‘jn the East-Indies. These he left to his suc~
cessors, together with the war he had carried on
~ against the seven United Provinces, who had

shaken off their dependence on the crown of
}S{ai‘n, and formed themselves into a republic,
. which, by attending to trade,-made the most
rapld progress. 'This new republxc, by forming
_an East-India company, obtained such com-
mercial advantages, that,"in 1324, they were in-
duced to set up also a West-India company,
" which, from its institution, proved fatal, to the
Portugnese . o

The Butch being now senﬂble of the state s
of Brasil, and the small resistance they were -
hhelytomeetmthmcaaetbeymadeadﬁcm ‘

\
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on the coast, which was nlo}less_thah 1200~'lelag’ues
in extent, equipped a squadron under the com-
‘mand of James Willikens, which entering the
bay of All Saints, the Portuguese were so fright- -
_ened, that, instead of providing for their defence,
they immediately used-all possible methods to
«carry off and secure theireffects.

The Dutch, observing the cpnsternation, into
which they had thrown the enemy,. instantly
landed, and, without much difficulty, made
themselves masters of St. Salvador, the caipital
of Brasil. Don Diego de Mendoza, the Portu-
guese governor, not having the courage to de-
fend the place, fled; but Michael Texeira, the
archbishop, who was of one of the best families
in Portugal, noththstandmg his bemg in years,
summoned all the clergy and monks about him,
and representing the necessity they were under
of laying aside their clerical capacities, prevailed
on them to take up arms; and, though deserted
by the governor, the soldiers and the inhabitants, -
' they for some time made a very gallant defence,
and at last retreated to a neighbouring town ;
where, after - acting the part - of soldiers, they
turned pioneers, and, under the conduct of the
archbishop, fortified the place, and gave the
enemy as much trouble as if they had been the
most regular troops in the world. -

c
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" By the taking of tTﬁ’s ‘town, the Dutch fiot
“only acqulred an immense plunder, but became
Yhasters of the largest and best peopled district
h the whole country, 4nd séembed in a fair way
of mainng, in a short tine, a ‘complete con-
‘quest of the whole colony; which they would
probably have done, . h4d it not been for the he-
roic archbishop, who assumed the title of cap-
thin-genieral, an office which, he said, came to
- him from heaven, in the legible characters of
Public necessity.

“*The tiews of this tisfortune no sooner reached
“Portugal, thian it threw both the city of Lisbon
“anid the whole kingdom into confusion. King
*Philip IV. in whose reign this happened, imme-
diately sent- orders to Portugal to equip a fléet
for the recovery of St. Salvador; and ‘accord-
m«rly, in ‘February, 1626, the combmed fleet
‘of ‘Portugal and Spain set sail for the Brasils,
“tinder the command of Don F rederic 'de Tolédo
Osono, marqms of Valduesa, w1th 15, 000 men

on ‘board,

In the meéan' time, the Dutch belng in- pos-
~ ‘séssion of St. Salvador and the adjacent- country,
‘began very rashly to extend themselves'on every
side, cither frdm contempt of the Portuguese, or
an extravagant “thirst of plunder. The warlike
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archbishop, however, hatl now assembled 1500
men, and, with these, not only cut off most of
their parties, but at last forcing them to take
“shelter in the town, blocked 'thein up, and re-
duced them to great distress; which he had no
sooner ‘done, than he resigned the command, first
" to Nunez Marino, and afterwards to Don Francrs
de Mauro, declaring, that his own comtmss:on
expired with that of necessity, which had forced
him to take it up.

Things were in t‘his situation, when the unjted
Beets of Spain and Portugal arrived in the Bay
of All Saints. Don Emanuel de Me'dessez im-
medxately landed 4000 raen, and joined the 3 army
before St. Salvador The Dutch governor was,
however, ‘resolved to defend it to the last extre-
mity ; hut the-garrison mutinying, forced him
to surrender on the 20th of April; when the _
Spanish and Portuguese commanders, ‘supposing
that 'the war was at an end, and that the Dutch,
like the French, would be #frmid of ‘meking any
new attempts upon Brasil, returned home with
the fleets in triumph.

“The Dutch Wes- Indm Company, still de
“sirous of°possessmg the country, fitted out a
fleet of 46 sail, under the commend of admirdl,
Link kavmg on board a comsiderable- mtmber of

c 2

/
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troops, under the command of Gen. Warder-
- . bourg. - They arrived in sxght of Pernambucco,
‘on the 3d. of February, 1630, and succeeded in
taking the place; and a short time after; reduced
~ all the coast to the south of Olinda, securing
- and fortifying every place that fell .into their
~ hands. ‘

The 'Porjl’:ug.uese and Spaniards, though they
‘were greatly‘alarmed at the successes of the -
Dutch, yet were so long in equipping a fleet,
-that the Dutch, the better to secure their con-
-quests, had time to fit outa ‘second fleet, which
“arrived off the coast on the 1st. of May, 1631,
.and thus enabled the Dutch stlll further to ex-
tend thelr conquests.

. At length, the combined fleets of Spain and
. Portugal, consisting of 54 large ships, under the
.command of Diendo, set sail, and came up with
‘the Dutch fleet in 69 south latitude. -Ten.of the
.Dutch captains, alarmed at the great superiority
“of the enemy, bore away, ‘and left their admiral
with only six ships to fight the enemy, who had
almost ten times the number. The battle was
Jong and bloody; but tabvall unhappily falling into
;the Dutch admiral’s powder-room, the ship was
" ‘blown up, and that brave man lost ; and another
sof _the‘Dggch ships being sunk, the remaining



!

‘four rétired, but did it with Such courage ‘afd’

~ address, ‘that they not only safely’ arrived - at’

Olinda, but  carried " off 4" Portuguese man’ of
war whlch they had taken - :

* The combined fleéts suffered so severély in’
this engagement, as to be compelled to return ;-
and soon after, falling in.with four Dutch men’
of war, well manned, was'so handled by them,
as with difficulty to reach-the port of Lisbon,
the admiral having lost the captain of his own'
ship, with 22 other captalns, his vice-admiral,

three men of war, two. fngqtes, and about 700
men. - : : , o

~ As the Portuguese could not get another fleet
ready for some time, the Dutch, profiting by the
-delay, reduced under their dominions Pernam-
bucco, Tamaraca, Paraiba, and Rio Grande; and
being resolved to place at the head of these con-
quests a person whose credit, power and taleats
would add strength to their interests, Count
John Maurice, of Nassau, a near relation to the
prince of Orange, was appointed governor of
Brasil and South America, and took possession
of his new office in 1637.  He directly took the
field ; and, though opposed ‘by the Portuguese,
he compelled seven out of the fourteen provinces
which composed .the colony, to acknowledge
: c9 '



2g

the. dominion of the Dutch. - His progress wag
stopped hy the arrival of two gentlemen of dis-
tinction from the Portuguese vigeoy of Brasil,
with information of the unexpected revolution
that happened. in Portugal in December, 1669,
which indpced count Maurice to delay the pro-
secution of his plans, ag the war in Brasil had
not been carried on by the Dutch sgainst the
- Portuguese, but against the Portuguese as sub. -
jects of the king of Spain.’

. The new king of Portugal, pniting his ine ..
t;erests and his: resentments with those of the -
English, the French, and the enemies of Spain,
concluded a treaty of alliance with the united
provinces, Nassau was recalled, and the go-
vernment of the Dutch possessions in Brasijl
_ given to Hamel, a merchaut of Amsterdam’; to
“Bassio, a goldsmith of Haerlem, and to Bulle.
straat, ‘a carpenter of Middleburg. These new
administrators suffered the tortxﬁcatnons to decay;
and, as their whole ambition was to save ex.
‘pences and increase the profits of their constie
tuents, they even sold arms and ammunition t¢
their rivals, and allowed part ‘of the soldiers tg
return to Europe. To enJaJ_ge the profits of
the company, they oppressed those Portuguese,
whose large property, or other circumstances
hed induced to’ remain under theirprotection ;

~-




 ries, 38 filled the Dutch with a consteggation
_ their tyranny was camed to such an excess, that
in 1645, the Portuguese mhabltapts formed 3
conspiracy for recovering Brasil ; their -scheme
was to murder all the Dutch, who had any share
in the government, at an entertainment in the
mldst of the capital of Pernambucco Theirchief
was a Portuguese, called Juan Femandez de
Yiera. He was of qbsqqre birth, and, from 3
butcher’s oy,  had yisen to be a merchant,

This plot was proposed to be put in execution
. on the 24th of Jupe, 1645, when one of the
governor’s daughters was to be married, and a
great enteftainment given, to which most of the
officers and principal persons in the.Compapy’s
sexvice were invited, where they woyld doubt.
less have been seized, perhaps murdered, if the
design had not been discovered the very evening
* before it wag to have been executed; buf, at
this instant, a ship arriving from Amstgrdam,
. brought Jetters from the directors of the West-
India Company, containing an account that the
Mipister from t the States-General at the court of
Portugal, had discovered that a great conspiracy
was carrymg on in Brasil, and that they ‘would |
do well to enqujre what supphes had been latcly
sent from Lisbon to the Portuguese in thag
country. T}ps enquiry produced such discoves
' c4 :
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titat gave Viera and his associates time to eseape
into the neighbouring woods, where they imme-
diately took up arms. :

" Viera now assumed the character of General
and Commander in Chief, and being assisted by
Colonel - Diaz, with a few Portuguese troops,
and Colonel Cameron, at the head of a nume-
rous body of Brasilians, he fixed his head-quar-
ters at Pojug, atown between the Receif and
Cape St. Augustine; so that, to the misfortune
of the Dutch; this unexpected war broke Out
in the Very heart of their domlmons e

g

To detail the series of warfare and ill success

on ‘the part of the Dutch, would be simply to

glve an uninteresting accOunt of skirmishes
between the Portuguese and Dutch, Weakened
by famme and war, the few that remamed of
those Republicans, evacuated Brasil, in conse-~
quence of a capitulation, 81gned the 28th of
January, 1654, [t is impossible to describe the
disappointment of the Dutch, or the outcry
with which they demanded Justlce against Ge.
neral Sigismund Schuppen ‘who was commander
in chief for many years, and was governor of
" the Receif when it surrendered The States,,

.

to secure him and his oﬂicers from their resent~

ment, sent them to prison, and granted the only



- . N

- : 25

favour he asked, which was his being allowed
to make a public defence. In this, he so clearly
laid open his own long and faithful services re-
capitulated all the successes they had under the
administration of Count Maurice, and gave so
. true and affecting a picture of the miseries, and
mlsfortunes he himselfand his men had suffered
since he went last thither, that the people wept,
and his judges acquitted him.

. Ta conclude this subject : -when Count Mau-
rice, after residing eight years in Brasil, quitted
the government, he left them seven captains
ships, one city, thirty great towns, forty-five
regular fortresses, ninety sail of, good ships,
3,000 regular troops, 20,000 Dutch, of all ages
and sexes, 60,000 negroes, and above twice as
many Brasilians. At that time the colony an-
nually yielded 25,000 chests of sugar; and a
* carpenter, cooper, or smith, could earn five oy
six guilders a day, and live very comfortably
upon one. But the above avaricious and parsi-
monious management, occasioned not only the
Joss of the invaluable colony ; but the expend-
ing of millions upon it, for ten years together ;
and after the destruction of several thousands,
from time to time, sent thither, there returned
" to Holland in 1655, no more than between six:
and seven hundred persons, few of whom were
Ppssessed of any property.

™
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The treaty of peace, concluded between En.
gland and the United Provinces, in 1661, secured
tq Portugal the sole possession of all the Brasils,
in consideration of eight millions, (350,6001.)
which that crown engaged to pay to the United
Ptqvinces, either in money or goods.

~« A few years after ‘the slaves in the nexgha
bourhood of Pernambucco (now inured to hard
ships and warfare, and inflamed with the senti-
ments of liberty, which the Hollanders had difs

fused around them) determined to seek, in the
woods and plains of the back country, the free-
dom which they so- ardently desired. Forty of
them put this resolution into. effect ; and, after

purloining arms, and'what other weapons' they

could conveniently secrete, fled from their mas-

ters, and retired to a chosen situation in about i
nine degrees south, near Porto de Calvo, and

adjoining the rich cultjvated country of Alagoas -
-and Periambucco. Here they were joined by
- considerable numbers of mulattoes, and other
" megroes. Part of them founded a town, while
others dispersed to the most fertile spots around
and began the business of cultivation. :

¢ Th_ey soo’n, how'.ever, felt the'want of the
softer sex ; and motives of policy for the conti-

* See ¢ America Portugueza,” Livro oitavo, &e,
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nuation of their independence, with natural
desires, determingd: them tp supply their wang
by force, from the swirounding plantations.—
Not the Sabine rape was more gengraj or coyga
plete: through an extensive tract of gountry
they took every female of <colour; and, not
gonfining themselyes to this depredation, (pere
haps irmritated by reluctance), they violated the
daughters. apd wives of the planters, carried
away the maqst valuable effects, and petired tQ
their towp of Palmares

The taste of plunder thus excited, soon de-
manded still further gratification ; and durin
their separate existence, they constantly ine
dulged it, and were in a short time too formida.
ble to be resisted. Several considerable Pertu-
guese of the adjacent parts, now selicited their
friendship, by private supplies of pawder, ball,
musquets, and European manufactures ; receive
ing, in retyrn, assurances of protection, and part
of the gold, silver, and specie, which the new
groes had taken from others. A'short time con-~
solidated them ipto a natien; they adppted [
persopal designation from the name of theiy
town,’ the Palmarese; and, finding the incessant
confusion which attends 2 bady of people with,
out regulations, shey formed a politica) constis

pution, bqg,m;xmg by ¢husing 8 prince, whom
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they saluted with the name of Zombl, or Pow-
eiful : this dignity was to last for life only'
continuing elective ; from among’ the most ex~
- perienced, brave, and prudent, of the nation,
They next selected mafnstrates, made laws, and’
instituted a militia, 'of all, capablé of bearing’
arms. Rehglon was not forgotten : they adopted‘
“the Christian; but, as the priests ‘assert, most bar-
,barously mutilated, and ' wanting the sacrament
of the priesthood, their costume, and other ce-’
remonies of the Catholic church—to the eternal
perdltlon of thelr souls,
'Duﬁng this progreSsive’ improvement the po-
pulation was immense, and the culnvatlon of
the interior kept an equa%l pace;; but, fearmg
. the final irruption of the Portuguese, they chose
for each village a- commandmv situation, and
rudely fortified it. Palmares was, bythis tlme,
near a league in circumference : and was sur-
rounded with a double staccade of i immense
timbers, taken from the ponderous trunks of the
largest trees in the surrounding woods: these
theysquared, and piled to a considerable height,
forming in parts a regular bulwark; with (for
entrances) three extensive ports of the same
wood, havmg platforms over each. These en-
trances were each' guarded, in times of peace,
" by two hundred soldiers, and a chief of approved
valour. '
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_ Wlthm the wallsjhe dwellings were dispersed
‘and m'egular, a great portion of ground being
_reserved for cultivation. , The inhabitants were
supplied with water from a lake, in which were
fish, and rivulets spread in various directions,’
In the centre of the town Wlasla singular mount;
~one of its sides rising perpendiculariy, and sp
high that it commanded a view of .the surround-
ing country. The palace of the prince was ex-
tensive; the houses of some individuals were,
in their style, magnificent; and the whole po-
‘pulation amounted to.full twenty thousand
souls. In short, the prosperity of the nation
had risen to such a pitch, they were so powerful

_their depredatxons so extensive, and their ven- .

_geance,when exc1ted, so destructive, as to alarm.

the country in general, and seem finally to
threaten the existence of the European colony.

Government were seriously anxious, and bent -

their entire attention, to reduce the Palmarese 3
~who at this time, (A. D. ]696) had continued

sixty years unmolested, and saw ‘their third ge-

.neration.. Ceatano Mello, governor of Pernam-

bucco, accordingly sent .a plan for this purpose

to Don John de Lancastro, captain-general, and
,gbve,mor of Bahia; who, for its execution, im-
mediately dispatched a thousand troops to joim
the forces of Pernambucco. The latteralone

‘amounted to three thouisand men ; besides 2.

[
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Ybody of Yndiahs, armed fomestiss, 418 vStun-

teers : the whole thus fortmimg an army of six -

thousand ¢ supplied with évery necessary fOr
oﬁbnmve ar, exeept artillery. -

the Pilmutese, on ’bemg informeéd of the -,
‘tenided invasion, had eoMected all their former
Tesources, ¢alled in their militia, and the inha-
bitan'ts of the villages, desolated the surtound-
ing countiy, and thrown every | hinderance to
‘the tatch of the hostile troops. The Portu-
guese, however, soon arrived ; 'bnt, as they
‘viewed the staccaded walls of the t’own, were
struck ‘with astonithment, not unmixed with
“dismay, at the appearance of the soldiers sta-
‘tioned on the bulwarks, and the firm prepara-
tions which they beheld in every part for a vi-
gorous resistance. S
- While this was passing, and the army was
" ‘yet unformed, the prince Zombi, with a strong
detachment, made a rapid -sally ; and brought
on ‘a partial engagement, which ended w1th
‘considerable loss to the mvaders

The place was now formally invested; and
various attempts were made to cut an entrance
by heavy hatchets, but without éffect: while
storming parties, with scaling ladders, were,
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équally unsuccessful, meeting' the most -de-
structive fire from the besieged. Unfortu-
nately, thé Palmaresé were deficient of powder;
but this did not abate their constancy ; and they
yet resisted with the remainder of their ammu-
pition. At the same time also, ’they threw
darts, immense stones, and ‘scalding water,
during the different assaults; thus Iullmg and
wounding such numbers, that the: Portuguese
Yegan to stacken their ardour. Added to this,
the want of necessaries and refreshments occa-
sioned a general murmur in-the besieging army;
and they plainly saw that their expedition must
prove abortive, without the assistance of fresh
troops, értillery, and provisions. A coyrier was
instantly dispatched to the governor -of Per-
‘mambucco, requesting these supplies; which
‘were with difficulty forwarded. In the mean
timé the Palmerese were in hopes, from the
discontinuance of attacks, that the enemy were
‘on the point of retiring: and this expectation
‘alone, kept up their spirits; for not only their
powder was entirely exhausted, but they began
to feel, all the horrors of famine,—increased
from the numbers that had retired into the
‘town.

-~

They endured these evils with great resolu--
‘tion :* the townsmen in daily expectation of yet
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‘enjoying their liberty ; and their country friends,
_of returning to their villages and their rural hap-
:piness. But these hopes were too delusive:
for the detachment arrived with artillery, &c.
for the bésiegers From the, eminence in the
centre of the town, the Palmarese saw these
supplies approaching in each direction; and,
when they viewed the heavy guns, and fresh
troops, ‘then, and then only, their spirits sunk,
and they foresaw the fate to which they" were
:doofned. | ‘

\

A general storm took place; and the resistance
of the inhabitants was weak, from their feeling
that it must be ineffectual. A port’ was forced,
and the ttoops entered: the shock was violent:
:but,momentary, and the Palmarese gave way.
Prince Zombi, with nearly the whole of his re-
- maining comrades in arms, pre-determined not
to outlive their freedom: they retired to the
mount, and, self-devoted, precipitated themselves
down its steep rocky side, finding liberty in
death,

That part of Brasil which lies more to the
south, and without the tropic of Capricorn, is,
~ in all respecrs, one of the finest countries in the
* known worid, but here the- Portuguese domi-
nions are narrow, being confined by the Spanish
territories, and the river Plata.‘ ‘
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- The Portuguese were disappointed of their
- vengeance, but the object was attained: as °
by these means the victors succeeded in effeca
 tually preventing any future junction of men,
animated with sentiments so hateful and dange-

. rous to, adespotic government.

/

CHAP.IL. =,

DESCRIPTIOR OF THE COUNTRY—ITS INHABITANTS—~THEIR
RELIGION == LAWS = CUS'I‘OMS—'I‘RADE—-COMMEB.CE-
. AGRIGULTURE—B0IL-~VEGETABLES—ANIMALS, &C.

THE Portuguese dominions in South America
extend from the frontier of Dutch Guiana, lat.
.3° N. to Port St. Pedro, S. lat. 32°. being 35
degrees, or 2,100 German miles, and the breadth
from Cape St. Rogne, to the farthest Portu-
guese settlement on the river Amazons, called
St. Paul de Omaguas, equals, if it does not ex-
ceed, that extent. - ’ '

The extent of the sea-coast is said to be no
less than twelve hundred leagues. The interior
is intersected, from North to South, by hills,
from whence issue many large rivers, some .of
- which fall into the ocean, and others into Plata.
D

s
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This vast territory, rivalling the empires of an-
ti?;uit’y, is more unknown than the Spanish
possessions, partly from the want of .science
and curiosity, and partly oh account of the
thick forests which cover the extensive plains. of

* the Maranon, and its auxiliary streams. The
_chief city of Brasil was formerly Bahia, or San-
Salvador, which has since yielded to Rio Ja-
neiro. The others are Para de Cayta, near the
estuary of the Maranon, with some settlements
on that river : Parnambucco, Serglppe, Paraiba,
Yilla. Grande, &c.

1

The middle part of' Brasn] from 59 of south '
latitude to the tropic, has the winds and seasony
directly * the reverse of those in other parts of
.the 'world, within the same latitudes; for in
them the dry season comes on,.when the sun-
advances to the northward, and the wet season
begins' when the sun returns to the southward;
but here the wet season begins in April, when

the south-east wind sets in, with. violent torra- -

does, thunder and lightning ; and in September,
- when the wind shifts to east-north-east, it brings
with it'a clear sky and fair weather. There is
10 country between the tropics where the heats
are more tolerable, or the air more healthful it’
-being cohstantly refreshed with breezes from the
sea, and cooled by the lakes and rivers which
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annually’overflow their banks’; and in the inland
‘part of .the country, the winds from the moun-
tains are stﬂl cooler bhan those that blow  frog
the ocean.’ '

The nver of the Amazons, so famous for the :
extent of its course, appears to be produced by
innumerable torrents that rush down from the
east side of the Andes, and unite in a spacxous '
plain, to supply that immense rtiver. Yet the -
common opinion is, that it comes from the lake
Llauricocha, as from a reservoir of the Corde-
leras, situate in the district of Guanuco, thlrty
leagues from Lima, about the 11th degree of
south latitude. In its descent it proceeds for-
ward ir a straight course, towards the fifth de-
gree, to Jaen de Bracamoros. From thence it
turns eastward, and runs parallel to the equi-
‘moctial line, fill the North Cape, where it falls
mto the ocean,- after having, from Jaen, where
it becomes to be navigable, run through thirty
degrees of longitude, which are equal to 750
ordinary leagues; but its course is estimated, on
account. of its windings, at 1000 or 1100 leagues,
according to the observations of Messrs. Conda-
mine and Maldonado, the only -persons worthy'
of credit. In its progress, of a thousand’ or
eleven hundred leagues, it receives the waters
of a prodigious number of rivers, some of whmh

D2
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come from far, and are very broad and deep. It
is interspersed with an infinite number of islands,
that are too often overflowed to admit of cul-
ture. The most considerable of these is Joannes,
which, it is said, is forty leagues in circum-
ference, and is stocked with numerous herds of
cattle; but they are lean, and their skins of
little .value. It falls into the ocean, under the
line, and is there fifty leagues broad.

The entrance of this river was first discovered
in 1500, by Vincent Pincon, one of the com-
panions of Columbus; and its spting head is
thought to have been discovered by Gonzalo Pi- .
zarro, in 1538.. His lieutenant, Orellana, em-
barked on this river, and sailed from one end to
the other. He was obliged to fight his way down,
and to engage many nations, who obstructed his
navigation with their canoes, and poured showers
.of arrows upon. him from. the shore. It was
doubtless, then, that the sight of beardless sa~
vages, as are all the American nations, struck .
the lively imagination of the Spaniards, and
suggested the idea of an army of female war-
+ ‘riors, and induced the commanding officer to
_change the name ‘of that river, which was
then called the Meéragnon, and' to call it the
river of the Amazons, whlch name _it stlll
retains. = '

..
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The ancient inhabitants of Brasil differed very
~{ittle in stature or complexion from the Portu-
guese themselves; but much exceed them in
strength and vigour, Some lived in villages,
and- others moved about according to their hu-
mours, These villages consisted of only three
or four. very large houses; in each- of which-a
whole family or tribe lived together, under the
authority of the’eldest parent. They procured
subsisténce by fowling and fishing, and made up
the rest of their diet with the fruits of the earth;
but though they had no luxurious plenty, yet,
_ in so fertile a country, they were in no great
danger of want.. They were, however, conti-

nually at ‘war with each other; but for what - |

cause is not easily determined, unless we should
edmit, ‘what some old writers affirm, that they
made thése wars chiefly that they might kill
and eat each other, esteeming human ﬂesh the
greatest dainty.

‘The Portuguese and Dutch writers give the
. name of Tapuyers to the native inhabitants of
the north part of Brasil, and that of Tupinambies
* of Tupanamboys to those who dwell in the squth
of Brasil: but divide these again into several
petty. nations, who speak different languages,
though their manners and customs are much thc
-same, _ .
' : ' D3
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The Tapuiyers are pretty tall, and as-they live
~almost under the equator, are of a darki capper
' colour, their hair, which'is black, hanging over
their“shoixlders; but they. have no. beards; the
-men wear a cap or coronét of feathers;.and
~their ornaments are glittering stones, hanging
 to their lips'and nostrils, and bracelets of feathers
“upon their arms; while others, rubbing them-
“selves with gums, stick beautiful feathers :upon
their skins, which, ata distance, -make ' them

‘look more like fowls than human creatures:

The Tupinambies, who inhabit the south of -

" Brasil, ‘are of a moderate stature, andnot:of 'so . -
-dark’a comple'{ion as their northernr neighbauts,
.who live nearer the line. - They are ‘indeed.nei-
“ther of them so dark ‘as the Africangin the same
‘Jatitude, for. there were no negroes in America,
'till they were transported thither by the Portu-
‘guese and Spaniards. The Tupinambiés;: How-
ever, resemble the Africans in thejr flit noses,
which being esteemed a beauty, are made so by
art in-their infancy. They have also-black hair
updn. their heads, and hke the Tapuyers, pamt

'then' bodles R S
The present inland Brasilians of both sexes stil]
go entirely naked; buf near the shore they puton
different sorts of coverings, some -wearing only
shirts of linen or calico, and others dress after
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the European manner. . The wives always follow
their husbands to, (war; but while the man-car-
ries nothmg but his arms, the woman supplies
the place of sumpter | horse, and loaded with such
provisions asare thought necessary, with a child or
_children, and a hammock, which at ,m,ght; they
,hang on trees, or fasten to poles, makmg a.de-
fence from the rain with palm-tree leaves. These
hammocks are the chief part of their furmture,
and are made of cotton, and formed like net-
work, six or seven- feet long and four broad.:
but the Tapuyers make theu's twelve or fourteen
feet long, £0 as to contam four and GOmetnmes,
six persons; their cans, cups, .or ‘mugs, are
made of callabashes, sonie of whxch hold thirty
quarts. .The poorer sort. use knives , of stone,
while the others purchase theirs. of the Euro-
.peans. . When at home, the husband generally
goes abroad in the . morning w1th hls bew a.nd
AIrows, . to kill blrds or beasts, or goes to. fish,
‘while the wife either employs her time in work- ,
ing ata plantatlon, or attends" the hu}sband to
bring home his game. =~ - | -
The inland Brasilians have some knowledge of
a supreme Being, whom they call Tuba, which
signifies somewhat most excellent ; and.the
.thu nder they stile Tubakununga, which may. be
mterpreted a noise’ made by the Supreme Ex-"
' g D4



/
\ 40 ,
cellency. They have a confused knowledge of
the general deluge, and believe that the whole
race of mankind were extirpated by it, except
one man and his sister ; which latter was preg-
tant before it happened, and that these, by de~

grees, re-peopled the world. With respecttoa .

state of future existence, tliey believe that the
soul does not die with the body ; but is trans- -
lated to some pleasant vales beyond the moun-
tains, where they are to enjoy great pleasures;
end spend their time in dancing and singing.
These -are those who have distinguished them«
selves by performing great actions in defence of
their country, &c. but such as have been idle,
‘are sapposed to be tortured by evll spirits,
‘whom they ‘call by different names, ‘and of .
‘whom they’ are excessively afraid ; and though
they pay them no religious worship, yet they
‘sometimes endeavour to appease their wrath,
by certain presents fastened to stakes, Whlch.
they set 1n the ground. o

They have priests among them, who are used .
- as prophetic instructors, and are carefully con-'
sulted in all material transactions, especially
‘those of war: and there ‘are a class of people’
called Potiguaras, and accounted so well skilled
in sorcery, as to be able to kill thelr enemies by
their enchantments
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The general food " of the Brasilians is the cas«
savi or mandioka root, dried to powder, of which
they make cakes like our sea-biscuits. This
- flour they also carry with them on journeys, and
it being infused in water, serves them both as
meat-and drink: they do not appear to have had
any corn till the Europeans carried it thither.
They also feed on other roots, fruit and herbs ;
on wild-fowl, the venison they take in hunting,
and on fish, and with every thing eat a great deal
of pepper. They generally drink spring water,
of which they are said to have the greatest va-
riety in the world ; yet they have other kinds of
liquors made of the fruits pressed and infused,
or of honey, with which they sometimes get
very drunk, s )ttmg whole days and mghts over
thejr cups, - Lo '

Before the arrival of the Portuguese, they
were masters of the arts of spinning, weaving,
and building their houses, and of forming their
arms, which consisted of bows, arrows, lances,
and darts ; and they had some knowledge of the
virtues of several herbs and drugs, which they
ﬁ'equently administered with success to the '

sick.

Hqgiting, fowling, and fishing were fhen ra-
ther their business than amusement, these being
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absolutely necessary for the support. of then-
families, in a country where they had no tame
cattle or eorn; ‘drm,kmg, dancing, and singing
were more properly their diversions, which they
practised on their days of rejoicing for a Victo]‘y,
or on the birth of their children. . At present
they are great smokers; their pipes are. a hollow
reed or cane, and the bowl is a large nut-shell
that almost holds a handful of tobacco. -

* The European Settlers are in general gay and

fond  of pleasure, extremely observant of the

. ceremonies of religion, or rather of the etiquette

of the Vlrgm Mary, who is stuck up in a glass,
tase at every corner. The convents and monas-

teries are numerous, and the superstltlous vene-

ration of the Portuguese Settlers to the outward

forms of the Romish.Church, is here carried

to the greatest excess.

. The women of all ranks, even:to the negroes,
adorn themselves with gold chains, suspended
round their necks, and down the bosom ; these
are generally from one to three yards .in length, -
and pass three or four times, having pendant a
crucifix, a saint, or two; square gold scapularies,
~ pierced and embossed with a cherubim, &c. and
‘opening as a locket. - '\

The WOrktx;\éneﬁip of these chains, and the
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weight of the ornaments' attached, solely mark,

the dlﬁ'erence of their bearers, It is not merely

to religions purposes that ‘these scapularies are
- gss;gned : they also serve as inclosures for
. charms to cyre or prevent some particular illness,
or alleviate a severe affliction. :

~-By a very eld law, which has often been
broken, and which.extended to the Brasxls, since
1749, the Portuguese were forbidden to wear
any gold or silver stuffs, or laced clothes, but
the passion for finery, which no laws can eradi-
‘cate, has induced them to- contrive some sub-
stitute, and wear crosses, medals, and diamond
-chaplets, or beads, the rich ens:gns of thelr reh-
,8100 , - S . - .:,

The popu]atlon of thls large pomon of South
America has’ not been accurately detglled but
it . would seem that the Portuguese and their
~ descendents do not exceed half a million, while

the Natives may be three or four millicns.

-
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"Xx describing the produce of this country, weshall
begin with the végetables, and first mention the
‘mandioka, which is aknotted shrub, that runs_to
the height of six feet and upwards, but without
branches ; the root, which is the only useful
part, somewhat resembles a parsnip, but ijs
_ much larger. It is planted by cutting the body
of the shrub into short lengths, and sticking
them into the earth, when they immediately re-
shoot, and after growing for about twelve months,
the root is perfectly formed, but varies in size
according to the fertility of the ground, from
one to twenty - inches in diameter, and from six
inches to two feet in length. The roots being
pulled up, and the exterior bark cut off, a fari-
naceous substance remains, milky and glutinous;
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this is rubbed to'small fliecas against a rasping
wheel covered with perforated copper, and re-
ceived-into a trough below ; it is then dried in
shallow pans over a slow fire, till all’ moisture is
evaporated, ‘when it appears a dry -granulated
substance, and is ready for use. . Tapioca is the
juice of the root drained from the raspings, and
granulated in like manner over a slow fire.

_ Farinha was in use among the Indians of
South America at the time of its discovery, and
imperceptibly adopted by its conquerors, wheat
not agreeing with the soil, and mandioka being
cultivated at an hundredth _part . of the labour .
and expense. :

The Nara is also very’ remarkable it resem-
bles the Sempervivum ; but its leaves are not so.
thick, and are full of prickles. .In the middle
grows a fruit like a pine-apple,- which in taste
resembles a'melon, but is much more delicious,
and has a very fragrant smell. The juice is
esteemed good for the stone. This fruit. is so
very plentiful, that the Indians fatten their hogs
with it ; and except some small quantities that
are used for sweetmeats, they have no other
way for the common spending of -them, but car-
rying them to sea, where those who are sea-slck .
receive great beneiit from them 7



46

. The’ Pacéba,’ slso valled Adam’s: fig-tree, is
very large ; the stalks-‘ae soft and spungy, and
' the leaves very long; smooth, ‘and soft, like velo
; theseare so cool and reﬁ'eshmg, that peo-:
‘ple, sick of fevers, have ‘them. applied to their:
bodles, to abate the' v1olent heat of the distem-’
per; and ‘give them ease. The fruit grows in’
clusters, like figs, at every foot distance -upon:
the main stalk, and one cluster generally con-
tains' two hundred. ‘Fhe fruit beirg gathered,
and laid to ripen, becomes yellow ; it then ace
quires a pleasant taste, and is not’ only grateful .
to the palate, but esteemed medicinal, particu.:
larly in fevers and spitting of blood. o v

. 'The Pocaire is a shrub ten or twelve feet high,
arfd has a stem much thicker than a man’s thigh, .
dand yet so tender, that it may be qut asunder;
with a sword ‘at one stroke. The leaves resemble:
- those of water-sorrel ; they are generally six feet:
long, and very broad,” but are extremely thin,r
and have’ only one strong middle rib to héld:
them together; on - which account they are so:
torn by the winds blowing them about, that they-
hang in rags, and these shrubs, at a distance,
appear as if stuck with feathers. - The fruit,:
which has the name of Poco, is as long as a-
“man’s hands, and, ‘both in colour and shape, are:
like a cucumber. : In taste they resemble a fig,:
“hough they are much more delicate.

1
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The Brasils  abound - with plenty -of ananas,
.or pine apples, which, when ripe, are here of a
gold colour, and discover themselves %o those
that walk:in the woods; or the places where
they grow, by their-fine scent. In taste, they
excel our richest preserved frisits ; and the liquor.
drawn from them is not inferior to Malmsey
wine;

Some authors mention a tree, which, if their
accounts be true, is one of the most extraordi+
nary in the world; it ‘has very broad spreading
branches, and grows wild in the woods: The
thick branches of these trees have large holes,
sometimes as long as a man’s arm, full of a clear
. well-tasted water, which, when empty, - fill
again, and in this state comtinue winter and
summer; so that a whole troop of weary tra-
vellers may refresh themselves under one of
these trees ;- repose in the cool shade, and.at
the same time quench: their thirst. The want
of water being"coglmonly one of the greatekt
_inconveniencies that can be suffered by those "
who travel the inland parts of the country, it
seems, as if Providence ‘had kindly provided
this remedy, by disposing it up and down in -
such quantmes, and” in a manner not- exposed’
to the- uncertainties that attend sprmtrs and
nvulets. e . A . i
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. The country produces various sorts of palm-
trees, and other fruits, and also mulberries and .
dewberries ;- woods of various colougs, and some

~ which produce very fragrant scents; in_parti-
,cular the mastick, which, with the rest of the
' odoriferous plants and shrubs, perfume the woods
in the most agreeable manner.

_ The Timbo is a plant that springs up likea
“string, and rises -up to the top of the highest
mulberry-trees, to which it sometimes grows
close, like ivy. They are exceeding strong and
-tough, and even those as big as a man’s leg,
‘may be wound and twisted about without break-
ing. -But the bark is'an infallible poison to the’
fish, and being thrown ' into the water, leaves
hardly any of them alive.

The Bombasine cotton shrubs are found in
great numbers in this country: they grow to an
indifferent height, and the fruit, when ripe, di-
vides itself into four parts, ‘each of which yields
the cotton in flocks of the bigness of a_little
~ ball; and, in the midst of these flocks, are black
' seec}s, closely pressed together.

The M;mgaba-tree is an everg:een, ‘and bears
" fruit twice a year: its flowers are like those of
the jessamine, and smells as well: the fruit,
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which is 85 big as ap gpricot, i$ yellow, spotted
with black, and 'has séveral kernels within;
these ate eaten as well ds the fruit itself, and are
wholesome, well-tasted, and lie exceedingly light
on the stomach. -

The Araca is asort of small peat, or, at léast, -
it more nearly resembles that-than aiy othes
fruit: it is of a red, yellow, or green colour; for
there are of all these kinds in Brasil, and they
are extremely beautiful. This fruit is very plea;
sant, and is admired by those who love but 4
Sma}l taste of the sour.

“The tree Jabatmaba is remarkable for il':s'being
'entlrely beset with fruit, from the very root to
the topmast bough. This fruit i of the size of
a large lemon, it has a sour taste, and the Ins
dians make a good. wine of it.

The Cabueriba is a very large tree, anid affords
excellent timber for strength and service ; but’
what renders it most valuable, is the bahm it
affords, which, like that of Gllead Keals all
" green wounds. This is obtained by ‘making .
an - incision in the bark, through which the
balm distils into a vessel set toreceive it. Both
the balm and the tree ltSelf have a very fmgrant o
smell ) ,

E.
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. The Cupavba isa straight and tall tree, remark-
"able for its yleldmg, when cut, a great deal of
~oil, which serves both for lamps and' the curing
of wounds. -

This country also ptoduces many other trees
and sh.rubs different from those of Europe, and
among the rest, the Brasll-tree. -

As to the beasts, the Taplrousson some,what
resembles a cow, in its sb.dpe and size, thoughln
other respects it differs very: much from it; it
has Jong shaggy hair of a reddash coloun, no

- horns, a very short neck and tail, long hang-
mg ears, slender legs, and a whole hoof but
though it has very sharp teeth, it never makes
use of them agamst man of beast The nativés
sometlmes catch them in traps, and at others

- pierce them with arrows, not so much for the
sake of the flesh, (though that is good and
not much unlike beef) as for the hide, which,
when dry, isina manner rmpenetrable. e
;« 'lhe Cuatx is as grey as abadger, to whrch ;g
has some resemblance Its claws and spout.are

. very long, and by the. help of the formep' ,it"
climbs the trees like a monkey. These aminmly
are so ravenous, that there is nq creature which
1s not an over-match ‘for them, that escapes be-
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fug aévoured by themn ; though t’hey chleﬂy live
upon snakes, blrds, and thelr eggs

Apes and monkeys are very numerous in this -
country, and 4re of several colours. Wild boars
‘dre of several sorts, as’ afe also the leopards ty»
gers, and ounces : some of these last are black,
~ others grey, and others spotted.

One of the most extraordinary animals found
in Brasil is the por¢upine, ealled by the Brasi-
lians Kuandu. It is 'abqut the size of an ape ;
but instead’ of hair is covered w1th splkes of
thrée or four fingers lengthA -

The arnladllla, or shleld-'hog, re'sémbles our
- hogs in size and shape, but is .covered with
- seales like a-shield, which on the back hasseven
‘partitions, an# between each of thes¢ appents a
dark brown skin. The head is very like that of
other hogs, and has a sharp nose, with'which it
grubis'up the wedrth : its eyes are small, and lie
deep in the head; it has a small sharp tongue,
and short ears, coloured of a dark"brbwn, with- - -
~ out hair or scales. This animal lives upon roots,
and all ldnde of c¢arrion.’
. e it . . S )
The 'Bmsrhan sluggard, ‘so caHed ﬂ'om the
slowiress of his motion, it not bemg able to pre-<
E2 )
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oeed a stone’s throw in many days, is about the
size of a fox‘ Its head is round, and its mouth,
- which bears a constant foam, is little and round;
its teeth are small and blunt; its nose is black,
high and smooth ; its eyes are small, black and
* heavy, and its body is covered with ash coloured
~ hair. "It dwells upon trees, and lives upon their
leaves, without ever tasting any drink ; and is:
so much afraid of rain, that upon its approach,‘
it hides itself,

. The tamandua, or ant-bear, thus named from

its food, is of two sorts, the great and the small.

The former, which is about the blgness of a

~ middle sized dog, has a round head a long
.snout, and no teeth. :

_ The senembi, or land crocodile,-is very.tom-
mon in Brasil; but it seldom exceeds five: ket
in:length.

Parrots are some of the most common bl;‘ds
of the country, for they fly together in large
.ﬁocks, and are k}lled by thousands .

,\ 'I‘he gunranheugeta is, of the size ot a' gpld-,
- finch., Its back-and wings are blue: its breast
~.and belly yellow, and it hasa dnadem of, the
“'_;ame coloured fcy.hﬂg l,xpon 1ts head This i3

. ¢a
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an admirable bird for the cage, for it has the
notes of many other sorts of birds, and makes
such a variety of changes and turnings in its
singing, that it is a concert of itself.

* In Brasil theré is a kind of bats, of the size of

-a crow : these have very sharp teeth, and bite

wolently They build their nests in hollow trees
and old walls. = - * = . E Lo

P

There are "here a kind of wild-geese, much

‘like those in Europe, only somewhat larger, and

e

their feathers vary more in colour; but, though
they“are water-fowls, they generally prove both
fleshy and well-tasted. - , )

The barn-bird has a very odd appeal:ance. it
having a bill of an astopishing length, and a
crown of green and white feathers upon jts head;,

" one half of which, as well as half the neck, has

no feathers at all, It is about the size of 8.
stork, and, wllqn skinned and boiled,  proves
tolerable food. - -

The bill-bird is about the size of a wood-pi»
geon, and has a saffronscoloured crop about the - ;
neck, of three or four fingers in compass. Its
bill, which is altogether as large as the whole
body, is yellow without, and-.ted w:thm and

EJ



34

- its feathers, which are yellow on: the breast; aqd
black on all the other parts, are tlpped w;th red,

Brasxl alsq produces many soxts of w1ld-fpwl,
" that differ but little from those of Europe.—
Among the small birds, the Brasilian- humuq;ng-
bxrd is the most smgula.r for. .though' very small,
it makes a loud noise, and :is «of so -varjgble, o .
hue, that turn it which way vou Plf‘ﬂﬁ?n' it
changes its colour. Some of the Brasilian wo-
‘men hang one of these 3t each ear, in thema,pper
ofapendant : B T S

N o

Tbere are hzards n Bmsnl four feet in Iength
whlch the hegroes edt W1th safety, and scorpwng
_ of a very large size,

Among the spiders, hére islone sott of 5 ‘re.

markablé large size, generally fouhd in dlmghllls
or the cavities of hollow ‘trees, whieh weave
webs like otherspidei's lf srovoked, theywound
with a sting 8o small, s to be’ scarcély visible,
and yet so venomous, that it raises’ a Blhelsh
“swelling,- that is very painful, and" éven mortar,’ :
, ;f not prevented by a tlmely antldote

Pnom&cn AND commmwn

- As the Portuguese government have, on gvery
~ oceasion, discouraged all commercial intercourse -

L~

1
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between the Brasils and European nations, it is

not to be wondered at that this fertile country
yet posgesses but few manufactories, and that
the-trade to it, clogged by innumerable regula-
lations and unposts should be eomparatwely '
triﬂmg

The masat prominent articles which Brasil of-
fers to the mereantile. adventurer, are clayed
. sugars, Brasil weod, and tobacco ; for, ‘though
the ‘coast abounds with numerous whales, yet
no established fishery of that kind has yet re-
ceived the sanction of the P0rtuguese govern-
ment.’ Whether the recent changes in’ the po-
litical departmgnts will give rise to more politi¢
regulations, it remains for time to shew. They
have manufactories of sugar, rum, and "cochi-
neal ; and several districts produce cotton, 'in-
dxgo, éoﬁ'ee, cacao, or: chocolate, rice, pepper,
and the noted Brasrhan tobacco The‘ red or

Brasil wood, is the property of the crown.— :

The circumjacent rocks are granitic, white, re,
or deep hlue, the last bemg of a close and hard
texture, .

As the sugar of Brasnl was the first sent to
Europe, the Portuguese havmg set up their works _
ip this’country about the year 1580, it may not
be amiss to remark, that tbe Jews, w}lo, at that

r4
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period; bad been stripped of their property by.
the inquisition, and. banished to the Brasils,
_there found many kind. friends, and by these
~ means webe enabled ta cultivate the sugar canes,
. which they first' procured from the island of
Madeira, and at this period the clayed sugars:
" of Brasil, are finer and whiter than ours ; though
the manner of preparmg it is extremely easy.

When thelr sugar is put 1nto pots, and is sunk‘
two or three inches below the brim, by straining.
out the melasaes, they scrape oﬁ' a thin hard.
crust, that is found on the top of the sugar, and
then pour in their mixture for refining it, which
is nothmgmore than a ﬁne, soft white clay, beat )
and mixed with water, till it is of the consis-
tence of cream ; - with this they fill ‘up the pot
or pan, and in ten or twelye days, the ‘white
water passes quite through, whitening all the
sugar, wiule the thick body of the clay-lodges
- at top, and is easrly taken off with a kmfe. o

They also brmg from Paralba, notw1thstandmg ‘
1ts being the least frequented port in Brasil, dy-
ing woods, several sorts of drugs, and other va-
luable commodities, and it is generally allowed
that these northern captain-ships are the best
peopled and the 1nhab1tants in very easy cir-
cumstances, though no mines have yet been
wrought in theSe parts. )
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: Next to Paraiba is Tamaraca, the trade whereof
is carried on at the .city of Olinda, which was
‘rebuilt by the Portuguese,- after its being demo-
lished by Count Maurice. It is seated on the
side of a hill near the sea, but this situation
renders the streets very uneven and incommo.
dious. The port is also narrow, and the en-
trance into it extremely difficult, yet ships con-
tinually resort thither from .the other parts o
Brasil and the Canaries, as well as the apnual
fleet from Lisbon, which generally consists of
about thirty sajl, escorted by a man of war.—
These ships are chiefly loaded here with sugar -
and Brasil wood. Of this wood there are different
sorts: as the Brasil of Japan, that of Lamon, that
of St. Martha, and Brasiletto, from Jamaica, and
the Leeward Islands ; but the very best is pro-
duced in this country.

" The Brasil tree generally grows in dry barren
. places, and among rocks; it is thick and large;
and the timber is usually crooked and knotty.
. It bears flowers 'qf .a most beautiful bright red,
that have a very fragrant smell, which, instead
of hurting; strengthens and cherishes the brain.
Though the tree is very large, it is covered with
80 thick a bark, that when the Brasilians have
~ taken it off, a tree as bulky as a man’s body, is
Jeft no thlcker than the calf of hxs leg. The
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wood is very had, dry, and heavy ; it crackles
much in the fire, and seasee raises any smosky
~That js esteemed the hest which is the soundesty
thickest, and hardest, It ought slse, upom
. gplitting, to tum from 3 pele 1o a déep red, and,.
upen chewing the chips, the best sort yielda &
sweet taste, spmewhat like sugar, This wood
i3 put to various uses, by the turners, and takes
a very goed polish : but it is prineipally ‘used
in dying, in whleh it ylelds 8 veny, . fina
bnght zed ol

The next Ca.ptam-ahxp is that called by th; i
Port_nguese the hay of Bahia, or the bay of Al}
Seints : it is about twelve leagues over, but in
several places is scarce navigable an aecount of

_the sand banks and shoals; Inthis bay thers
are several small islands, an which the Pertu,
guese have a tobacco and sugar plantation, and
they have also very good fisheries on the ¢gast
of these islands, and on the banks,  Af the-esy
trance of the bay is the city of St. Selvador;

- "which lies in 14 degrees south latitude, and is

at present the centre of the Portuguese trade in
this part of the world. It hasa very fine pori,

. whieh might be rendered still more commodious; -

if art and industry. gave a little assnstanne ta

Bature. . ' '
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. 'Fhe city of :St, Salvador, which isat present
the seat, of an -archbishop, i9 divided into the
Upper 3nd Lower, The upper town is seated
on the summit of a mountain. The houses are
large and pretty. copvenjent, but the inequality
of the ground on which they stand, renders the
" streets very disagreeable. In the middle of the’
town' is the great square, the four sides of whicly
are]taken up with the Viceroy’s palace, the towne
house -the mint; and other public buildings,
hoilt- of stone; irought from Portugal, The Jes
saits ¢ollegs is by.far the largest and finest edis -
fice in the elty, particularly the sacristy, which
js lined througheut with the mest beautiful tors
toise-shell, wrought and fixed together in the
most elegant menser, 80 that nothing can bd
sonceived more egreeable to the eye., There arg
several- very fine churches, as.that of the Bene- )
' dlctme-abbey, which rivals that lately possessed
by the Jesuits ; but the cathedral, which, at a
distange, seems thie noblest structure; upon be-
mg nearly examined, appears neither neat nor
tegular. However, .in richiess of gilding,: it
surpasses all the other churches. :Among the
convents in this capital, is a remarkablé one of
the order of 9t. Clare, and another for suck’
young girls as ave exposéd, and abandoned by
their parents. It -is surprising to see how these
foundlings are gonsidered in this country; the

(



king adopts them all, and 'the ladles of' the first

quality frequently take them home, when at a
proper age, and breed them up as their own, . *

* The lower town, "wherein all the merchanté
and people of business reside, is situated at the’
foot of the hill, which is éxcessively steep,
though- not very high, and is a place of the
greatest hurry and trade. There are here a royéT “
arsenal, the king’s warehotises ‘and - magazmes;
which are large, well filled, and kept in-excel~
lent order. - There is also a fine yard for build-
ing of ships, which is of considerable advantage.
These ships are not only built at-an easier rate,:
but are more serviceable than others, the timber ‘
being excellent in its kind, from its having the
pecaliar advantage ‘of the worms being unable t(i
penetrate it. : -
)

With respect to the fortlﬁcatlons of the clty,i
i there is-a large square fort, and below it a
smaller, with ten large pieces of: cannon. Thesel
two. fortresses command the mouth of the bay.
'l,‘hey have a new fort called St: Peter’s: Castle, .
which is also very strong ; and in the middle of
the harbour is a large fortress. At the point of
Montserrat they have a small but strong fort with-
~ twelve pieces of heavy cannon. Between Mont-:
 serrat and thecity is a fine citadel, which is a rex

i
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gular: square admirably fortified, and well fur.
nished with brass cannon, and the arsenal is .
flanked by two strong bastions that command
the whole fort. There are yet two other for-
tresses to'be mentioued ; one between St. Anto-
nio and the city,” where they make their gun-
powder ; and the other the powder-house, which
lies on the other side of the city, and commands
a large artificial lake, made by the Dutch, by
which the city of St. Salvador is covered on one
side, as it is by the sea on the other.

The fleet, sent annually hither from Lisbon,
consists of about thirty ships, escorted by two
men of war, which- usually sail about March,
‘and in this bay the whole Brasil fleet generally
assemble, in order to return together to Europe,
From this port they bring home gold, amythysts,
* diamonds, and the best tobacco in Brasil, which
is much esteemed : indigo, sugar, balsam of ca-
pivi, ipecacuanha, pereira brava, cinnamon, long
pepper, ginger, woods for dying, and some for
inlaying, ambergris, and other rich drugs and
perfumes. They also export raw hides, traip
oil, and whale-fins.

All the rest of the captainships lie farther to
the south, and carry on their trade by the Rie -
Janeiro, 8o called from its being discovered in
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.tanuary, 1550 at present one of the most: eom

mderable rivers it the weorld. - Its -banks ere -

as beautiful as can be imogined; ‘the elimate
16 fine, and the seil’ extremely fertile, pmduc‘ing
sugar, indigo, tobacco-and eottén; in very great
perfectmn, end European <corn’ hes ‘been -found
t0 grow there with very-little trouble. - But this
@nd all other improvements have been -discous
" yaged 6n account of the gold mines that have
been discovered - in this and the neighbouring
Captamshlps of St.- Vineent ; though indepen»
dantly of these mines, this may be considered
@s the richest part of Brasil. The I’ortuguese
settled here, are very different in their manners

from those in the Bay of All Saints, for they are

active and industrions, and suffer the Indians,
who live among them;, to en Joy as much freedom
as themselves. - 3

The’city of St sebasﬁaﬁ, the capitalof thiseoun-
ary, is very commochously situated ‘'on the west
side of the river, about two ’leagues from the
sea, and in the 23° south latitude. -This city,
which is well fortified, is the seat of a Portu-

guese governor, and is a bishop’s see, suffragan -

to the archbishop of St. Salvador.

" There -are a]SO'j'séveral~'other considerable
towns on the Rio Janeiro, all of which carry on

L -



a considerable trade, ds appeals from the number =~

of ships ansually sent thither from Portugal
These consist of between 20 and 30 vessels, of
. 500 kons each, usually escorted by two. men of
wat, The commodities brought from thence are
" gestetally the sairie as those exporsed from' St
- Salvadar besides these, gold and d&monds are
foimd in this prevmce : : S

' With tespect to the go!d dramoads, and e
nerals -of Brasil, which mankind hold in the
greatest festeem, and exert their wtmost art and
industry in acquiring; the former was first found
in the mountains near the city of Rio Janeiro.
The manner, however, in ‘which this discovery -
was msde, is differently related ; but the most
common accouat is, that the Indians, ea the
back of the Portuguese settlements, wete obe.
served to make use of this metal for their fish-
hooks ;- and:enquiry being made of their manner
of procuring it, it appeared that considerable .
guaatities of it were annually washed from the
mouantains, end left among the gravel and sand
" thiit rémained in the valleys, after the running
eﬂ‘, or evapatatwn of the water. ‘

T«hts &isccvery 'bemg made, considerable quan-
tities of gold wvere imporved from Brasil to Eu-
fope;, @iid the ‘annualiimports have been conti-

N\
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nually augmented by the discovery of places in
other provinces, where it is to~be found in as .
great plenty as”at first about Rio Janeiro; and
‘it is even said, that a slender vein of this metal
runs through the whole country at about twenty-
four feet from the surface, but is too thin and
poor to answer the expence of digging. How.
_ever, gold is always to be collected, when the
_rivers or rains have had any course fora consi-.
derable time, and therefore the being ablé to di-
vert a stream from its channel,. is esteemed an
mfalhble source of gain. - S

The, employmentdf searching_zhe bottoms of
rivers and torrents, and washing the gold from
the dirt and sand, is principally performed by
slaves, who are chiefly negioes, of whom the
Portuguese have great numbers kept for that
purpose. By a very ‘singular regulation, each
of these slaves are obliged to furnish their
. master every day with the eighth part of an
ounce of gold; and if by their industry or geod
fortune, they collect a larger quantity, the sur-
plus is considered as their own property, and
they are allowed to dispose of it as they think
- fit; by which means some negroes, 'who have
fallen upon rich washing places, have, it is said,
purchased slaves of their own, and lived in great
splendor. Theit original master having no other



" derhand vipoh them than the daily supply of aq
¢éighth of an ounce, which amounts to abou
. fiiie hillings stetling; the Portuguese ounce

beitig somewhat lighter than our troy ounce

The anrual return of gold to Lxstn may bq
computed from the amount of the king’s fifth;
which, one year with another, is estlmated aL
150 aitoves, of 32, pounds Portuguese weight
éach, which, at 41. the troy ounce, is near
800,0001. steﬂmg, and therefore the capltal,
whereof this is the ﬁfth is about.a million and 3
kalfsterling. To wlnch, if we add the gold ex»
changed with the Spaniards for silver, and what
is privately’ brought to Europe, thhout paying
tlie’ duty, which may amount to_half a million
tore, the annual produce of the Brasilian gold

Hiust be‘ about two millions sterling. An’i im»
mense sum 'to be found in a country, that a few
' years ago was not known to produce a smgle

gram. -

It'is little more . thau a century, since the ﬁmt'
diamonds- were brought from this country inte
Eump% These valuable stones are, like the
gold ﬁ)und in the beds of rivers aad torrentsq
bui not so umversally. They were frequentlf'
peérceived in washmg the gold, before they were
Known to be of any valie, md wefe conse-

@
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i

quently thrown away with the sand and, gravel; |
hnd numbers of large stones, that would~ have
enriched the possessors, have passed unregarded, .
‘through theu‘ hands, lghorant of their value.
However, at’ length a person’ acquamted with

* the appearance of rough diamonds, imagined

that thes¢ pebbles were ‘of the same kind; but
it was difficult’to’ persuade the inhabitants, that .
tvhat they had been so accustomed to desplse,

. ¢ould be of such immense value and, in this

interval, it 'is said, that a governor procured a.
eonsiderable number of these stones, under the
pretence of using them' as, counters to play at
gards. ‘Buf the most skilful jewellers in Europe /

-_bemg constited, they declared, that these stones

were true dlamonds, and that many of them
were not inferior, either in lustre or any other
quahty, to those of the East-indles ‘Upon: thls,'
many of the Portuguese- in’ the nexghbourhood

of the places where they had been first observed

began to seatch for them with’ great assndulty,

- and as lagge rocks of chrystal were found in se-

Veral of the mountams, where the stream flowed

. which washed down the’ dxamonds, they ﬁattered

themselves ‘with' the hOpes of dlscovermg dla-.
monds of a prodlglous ‘bulk." But the kmg of
PortUgaI bemg told ‘that this would debase t'heu'

value, 1 ruin the Europeans, -who had’in thelr pos- ;e

session a great qilantnty of Indlaqn dlamon(fs, and

o
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teridet the discovery of no importpnce.{ his Ma.
Jesty thought proper to restrain the. search
after them; for which purpose, he erected a dia-
mond conipany with an exclusive charter; which,
~ in consideration of a sumi apnpally paid to the
King, hps. the property of; all the'diamonds
found in Brasil; but to prevent their reducing

~ their valye, by collecting too large;quantitigs of

them, they are not allowed to employ-ahove 800 .

a]aves in;searching for these jewels. To prevent
) interlopets in- this trade, a_large. town in .the .
nelghbpurhood of the, place where the diamonds -

are found, and a considerable distance round
it haye been. depopulated, and the, inhabitants
nemoved to another pdrt of the coumry. S

Loty

Southswapd ftqm the Captamshlp of R;oJaa-

'.nelro lies the Captainghip of St.. mcent, which

IS supposed to be the:richest couqtry in. Brasil,
and perhaps in all Sm;;h -America; 1t is boupdeq

on the narth by the Captainship of Rjo, Janeiro;

on thg aast, by, the.ovean; gp the sputh, by.the
new Captainship, or that stiled Del:Reys .and

on the west, by the mountain of La Plata, and
the countries inhabited by various savage na-

tions, extending from 22° to 27° south lati-.

tude. It is in length, from north to south,

about 300 miles, and in breadth, from east to -

west; in some places, near 186, though, for
FQ
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the greatest part, it is not above half that

"breadth.

- 'The town. of St. Vmoem is situated'in a very
fine bay of the Atlantic ocean, and is well for-

~tified. A little to the fiorthewest lies the town

of Santos, which some consider-as the eapital of
the province; and it has as fine a port as-any in
the West-Indies, it being capable of holding thé
Targest ships, and of being fortified in: such a
fianner, as to be- able to resist any force that
COuld be brought agamst it. : :

\l P

i The only Captams!up to, the swtbmrd of
that of St. Vineent, is Del Rey, which. -exntends

from 28 to 34° 30° south latitude, and is about

400 miles in length, but not.‘above 100 broad
in any part of it: Though this country'is plea-
sent and fertile, it was entirely neglected by the
Portuguese, till the dlseovery ‘of the mines of
8t. Vincént put them iupon pIantmg ilfw and
-erecting ‘several forts on the’ north s:de of ’the .
ﬂWLaP}ata.v : 2L

.
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Amount of the Separate Articles of the King’s Revéhue;

at Rio Janeiro, taken ata medium, in Spanish Dollars. -
Oiie hindred and fifty rrobas of gold, of which,
- in commoh years, all the ﬂﬁhl nmount t0.... x.tes,‘ood
The duty o diamonds..sccoseveverecsiiace. 240,000
The duty on the coinage ..o cvveeeenreinoa 400,000
Ten per eent of the Custom House...... ': e.e 350,000
Two and a half per cent free glft cheseeenesse 87,000
Pollstax, sale of employs, omces, and other pro- .
© - duotsof the minebwe,sicviaisurinnnnnanas 225,000
The duty.on DerOesss s v iseransesiinneess 110,000
The duty on train-oil, salt, soap, and the tenth S
~ on the vesséls of the COUDLTYosceereasroerone 130,000

. Toh.lmdolhﬁ;or PIastres coevcraninnnge. 2,66'7,009

The former éxpenses of the King, at Rio Janeiro,
for the paymedt of the treops, or civil officers,
- the cdrrying on bf the mines, keeping the pub-
lic buildings in repair, and re-fitting of ships;
" amounts {exclusiveof any expensefor construct- :
ing ships of the Jine, or frigates) to about..., .. 600,000

r———

Leaving o curplus of above two mrllxom of dellurs, or
about 450,0001, sterhng.

~ The mllltary force at-Rio Janeiro, previous -
to the late arrivals, consisted of five regxinents'
of iﬂfantry, each of seven companies; which,
at one hundred men, amounts o three thou- :
sand five hundred, Three of these regiments
were originally from Europe: but not hav-
ing been supplied with any recruits from
-Portugal, since th'ell‘ first establishment, above

F3
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twenty years ago, and the casualties having been
supplied - with Creoles, ar. the children of. the
Portuguese settlers,; they must have . consldera.
bly degenerated both in spirit and discipline,
and are hardly to be .distinguished from the two
régiments* at Rio,” whjch are composed of the
Luropean inhabitants, and may be denomma-
ted the militia of the place. The corps of artil-
lery is said. to consist of a.colonel, lieutenant-
colonel, major, and 1000 .men ;- besides which,
there was a small body of cavalry, whose. princi-
pal duty it was to atténd on the viceroy. Thére-
§s also a -provincial regiment of native Ameri- -
cins employed as guards over the slaves at Rio
and other mines. This statément does not in-
clude the"force 'stationed: in' the interior; of
which no correct mformation has yet been
obtamed '

v

/ /

The fortifications for defending the entrance
to the harbour of Rio Janeiro are more nume-
rous than respectable.  On the right, or east -
point of the bay, there is a fort called Santa .
Cruz, which mounts from- forty to fifty guns.
.The distance from this fort, to the foot of Sugar-
loaf, (a high inaccessible mountain, nearly op-
.posite).is about. one thousand yards. - Another |

" fort, called Fort ,Sﬁzia; on the western side pre-
sents itself, and a chain of fortifications all along

oo
I
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the harbour, f'rom the entrance to the town, .
shows how anxious the Portuguese have been to
secure it from any. attack by sea. It, however;
appears, that in (defiance of these fortlﬁcatxons,
_ and the hidden dangers which are politically’
held out by the Portuguese pilots, that the har-,
bour may be entered by a person who was. be-
fore a perfect stranger -t0 it, without risk. Inthe
mlddle of the bay thexe are nineteen fathoms, -
* and excellent. ;mchorage Captain Cook says,
‘there are . sunken rocks - off each fort, (Santa
Cruz and Suzia) and tpgt in this part. alone there,
is danger. The dlstance between the forts is
about tnree quarters of a mile ; and the na-
rowness of the channel causes the tide to ebb
and. flow with such  considerable s'tnength,v.that
they cannot be passed without a fresh breeze.

‘The Portuguese Government having refu.
sed. to execute the arbitrary decrees of Buona.
parte, by the confiscation of all British property
in their dominions, and the shutting their ports
against the produce of this country ; a body of
French troops, under. the command of Gene-
ral Junot, received positive instructions to take
possession of Portugal, This measuse had been
long expected to take place—-—-to prevent it was
#mpracticable as the Portuguese were unable to
' brmg a sufficient force into the field to warrant -
F4
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nskmg a battle. The British Government anx-
ious to secure British Pxoperty, and to save the
. royal family of Braganza from the hqrmha’cmg
dxsgrace of subsisticg on th¢ bounty of Buona.
parte, proposed so far back as August 1807,to
the Prince Regent, the propriety of em;gratmg
to the Brasxls ,

Towards the close of this year, it being
elearly ascertained that no henorable arrange-
ment, for securing the safety of the Portuguese

Government,  could ' be obtained, the British"

Government dlspatched Sir Sydney Smlth Wlth
a small fleet to the Tagus, with directions to agt
accordmg to the necessity of the case.

- 8ir Sydney on his arrival at the Tagus' in
November, being informed by Lord Strangford,
the British Minister at the court of Lxsbon, that
the French party in that city were sedulously
“employed in persuading the Prince Regent te

adopt the principles of the French court; it be- -

came necessary both for the security of the lives,

liberty, and property of the British subjects

then at Lisbon, and also to prevent the .nayal
force of Portugal from being added to that of
+ France, ta adopt the most deeided measures.

Accordingly Lord Strgngford, after -severd

meﬂ'ectqa,l apgshcatmn@ to the Portugueﬂe Gor

~ ) »
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vernment, removed the British arms from his
hotel, demanded a passport, and went on board
Sir Sydney Smlth’s ship.—A direct blockade
was resolved on, and to ascertain the’effect of
this rigoroms measure his lordship on the 27th of
Noyember progeesled in a flag of /ttuee o the
shore, and-had a Jopg and succesaful conference

vith the Prince R@g{agt, the result of which

was the determination to embazk for the anlu
. The next day s preclamation was issued, in
which this intention was notified to the publie.

. On the first’ of December, the sanivertry of
the d3y on which the heuse of Braganza mee
against the Spaniards, tbe French flag was
hoisted at Lisbon, and the roysi family, at-
tended by a considerable number of nabxlity,
officers of state, .heads of the church, and law,

and the i'oyal body guards, a great number of |

wealthy inhabitants, ‘together with a large mili-
tary force, ard an immense guantity of treasure,

jewels, specie, archives and records were em.'
barked on board the fleet for the Brasils; and as

eur readers will doubtless wish to preserve an
efficial account of this remarkable occurrence,

we have subjoined a copy of Lord Stmngford’
dispatches,
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/ .
From the London Gazette Extraordmary, Tues-,
T day, Dec 22.

Hxs maJesty ] shlp ‘Inberma, off the Tagus,, V
-+ ‘Nov. 29, 1807.

Sir,—I have the honour of announcing to’
you, that .tife Prince- Regent of Portugal has
_effected the.wise and maguanimous putpose of
" retifing from a kingdom which he could no
longer i‘eta'in'" except as a vassal to France ; and"’
that his- Royal Highness and family, accompa-
nied by most of -his ships of war, and by a muls
titude of his faithful subJects and adherents,
have this day departed from Lisbon, and ‘are
‘mow on. their “way to .the Brasils, under ‘the
“escort of a Bntlsh fleet. . : :

Thls grand and memorable event is not to be;
.attnbuted only to the sudden - alarm excited by,
' the appearance ‘of a French army within the
frontiers of Portugal It has been the genuine
resuit of the system of persevermg confidence
. and moderatlon .adopted by his majesty towards
that country for the ultimate success of Wthh‘
I had, in a manner, rendered myself responsible;,
and whlch in obedlence to your instructions, I,
had umformly contlnued to support, eyen undey
appearances of the most dlscouragmg nature, .,

I had frequently and distinctly dtated to the
Cabinet of Lisbon, that in agreeing not to resent

~
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the exclusion of British commerce from the
ports of Portugal, his Majesty had exhausted
the means of forbearance; that in making that
concession te the peculiar circumstances of the
Prince Regent’s situation, his Majesty had doao
all that friendship and the remembrance of an
ancient -alliance could justly require ; but that a
~ single step beyond the line of modified hostility,

thus most reluctantly consented to, must neces<
sarily lead to the extremity of actual war.

‘The Prince Regent, however, suffered him:
self for a moment to forget that, in the present
state of ‘Europe, no country could be permitted
tobe an enemy to England with impunity, and
that however much his Majesty might be dis-
- posed to make allowance for the deficiency of
the means - possessed by Portugal of resistance
to the power of France, neither his own dignity,
nor the interests of his people, would'permit his |
majesty to accept the excuse for a compliance
with the full extent of her unprincipled demands,
On the §th inst. his Royal Highness was"indu,
ced to sign an order for the detention of British
subjects, and of the 1ncons1derable portion of
British property which yet remained at Lisbon,
On the publication of this order, 1 caused the
arms of England to be removed from: the gate of
* my residence, demanded my passports, presented

o
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# final remonstrance to the Court of Lisbon, and
proceeded to the squadron, commanded by Sir
. Bidney Bmith, which arrived off the coast of
Portugal some days after 1 had received my.
pmsporrts, and which I joined on the 17th inst

| |m'medsately suggested to Sir S. Smlth the
expediency of establishing the most rigorous
blockade at the mouth of the Tagus; and I had
the high satisfaction of afterwards finding, that {
had thus anticipated the intentions of his Ma-
~ jesty ;- your dispatches (which I received by the
. messenger, Sylvester, on the 23d) directing me
- to authorize that measure, in case the-Portus
guese Government should pass the bounds which
his Majesty had thought fit to set to his for-
bearance, and attempt to take any further step
fnjurious to the honour or mterests of Great
Brnam .
. . R
Those dispatches were drawn up under. the
jdea that I was still resident at Lisbon; and
though I-did not receive them until I had actu-
ally taken my departure from that Court, still,
upon a careful consideration of the tenor of yout
instruetions, I thought that it would be. right to
fct as if that cese had not occurred. 1 resolved,
therefere, to proceed forthwith to aseertain the
effect produced by the blockade of Lisbon, and
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to propose to the Portuguese Government,as
the only condition upon which that blobké@é :
eould cease; the altérnative (stated by you)
vither of surrendering the fleet to his Majesty,
or of immediately employmg it to remove the
Prince Regent and his family to the Brasils, 1
took upon myself thig responsibility, in renewa
ing negotiations, after my public functions had
actually ceased; cenvinced that, -although it
was the fixed determination of his Majesty not.
tosuffer the fleet of Portugal to fall into the
possession of his enemies, still his Majesty’s first
object continued -to be the application of that -
flcet to the origimal purpose, of saving the
Royal Family of Braganza from the tyranny of -

I accordingly requested.an audience of the
Prince Regent, together with due assurances of
protection and security: and upon receiving his
Royat Highness’s answer, I proceeded td Lisbon;
en:the 27th, in his- Mg]esty’s ship - Confiance,
besring a:flag of truce.” I had immediately most
interesting. communications 'with the Court of
Lisbon,- the particulars of which-shall be fully
detailed in-a feture dispatch. Itsuffices tomen<
tion, i this place; that the Prince Regent wisely’
directed all his: apprehensions to a French army;
and all his -hopes to an English fleet; that he
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yaceived the most explicit assurances from me; ’
that his Majesty would generously overlook
those acts of unwilling and momientary hostility
to which his Royal Highness’s consent had béen
extorted : and that 1 promised to his Roya
_ Highness, on the faith of my Sovereign, that tlie

British squadron before_the. Tagus, should’ be
employed to protect his retreat from Lxsbon, and -

OO . CLoea W F
‘ ‘-A decree wa,s pubhshed yesterday, in whick
" the Prince Regent announced. hig intention: of
retiring to the city of Rio ‘de,;Janeii'o,.unt'rly the
conclusion of a general peace, and of appointing
& Regency to transact the . Administration, . of
Government at Lisbon durmg his Royal ngh-i
ness’s absence from Europe. .

) Sy

~ This mormng the Portuguese ﬂeet left,ithﬂ
Tagus. 1 had the honour to accompiny.the
Prince in his passage over the bar. ' The- flegt
consusted of eight ‘sail of the line, four Jarge; frio
gates, several armed brigs, sloops, and corvettes, \
a number of Brasil ships, amgunting, I beliewey
‘to about thirtyssix sail vin;gall._,,ThAe‘y pass¢d
" through the British squadron,.and-his Mpjesty’s.
ships fired a salute of twenty-one guns, which
, Was<r‘e/:t;i1rned'wjt.h an equal number. A mer&
. interesting spectacle than that afforded by the.
junction of the two ﬂeets has been tarely be«
held T
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~ On quitting the -Prince. Regent’s ship, Fre.
Jpaired on board of the Hibernia, but returned
immediately, accompanied by Sir Sidney Smith,
whom I presented to the Prince, and who was
received by his Royal Highness with the most
marked apd gracious condescensioh. . o

- I have thought it expedient to lose no time in
- communicating to his Majesty’s Government
the important intelligence contained in this dis-
patch. I have therefore to apologise for the
hasty and imperfect manner in which it  is
written. I have.the honour to be, &c.

STRANGFORD.'
' Rt Hon. G Canmng, Esq &e. &ea

" Sir Sydney Srmth, in his letters to the Hon.
Wellesley Poole, secretary to the Admtralty;
after recaprtulatmg most of the occurrenceg in,
Lord Strangford’s dispatches; cencludes with the
followmg remarks :_ ‘

“«] have now the heartfelt satisfaction Qf ans
nouncing to ydu, that our hopes ‘and expecta-
tions, have: been reahsed to the utmost’ extent.
On the morning’ of the 29th, the Portuguese
fleet (as per list annexed) cameout of the Tagus,
with his Royal nghness the Prince of Brasil
and: the whole of the Royal Family of Braganza
on board, together with many of his faithful
counsellors and adherents, as well as other per-
sons attacked to his fortunes. R

..
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