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vi ADVERTISEMENT.

sent naked facts, and allow each one to dress
them for himself, and draw his own con-

clusions.

*4* The word “huaca,” which occurs several times in
the « Notices of Peru,” is pronounced as if it were written
waca. The words in Spanish, which begin with Hua and
J'ua, are pronounced as if written with W ; thus, Huanchaco
- is pronounced Wanchaco; Juanita, Wanita, &c
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) THREE YEARS IN THE PACIFIC.

aloft. There he scans the nice proportion and
symmetry of her spars; if the examination be
satisfactory, he pronounces her ¢a splendid
model, clean run and neat aloft;” mentally
deciding that she sits on the water like a duck,
and must be a good sea-boat. If he is to be-
come an inmate on board, from that moment he
feels a growing affection for her, and will not
hear her faults mentioned without attempting a
defence. He speaks her praises with delight,
and takes as much pleasure in her decoration as
a city belle possibly can in that of her own per-
son :—his ship occupies a place in his mind only‘
second to that of his wife or sweetheart.

Without possessing the discriminating eye of
a tar, I enjoy in a high degree the sight of a
fine ship at her moorings; and when I first look-
ed upon the F——, I felt a  yearning towards”
her. Yet this is not that warm, adoring sort of
love inspired by woman, but rather such attach-
ment as we feel for a favourite dog or horse.
Though the F be not a perfect specimen of
naval architecture, she is looked on favourably by
those ¢ trained to command and range the va-
rious sail;” and her accommodations, both for
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The first lieutenant, the moving spring of the
active and ready crew, stood upon the poop,
trumpet in hand. The officers were called to
their respective stations, the capstan bars placed
and manned, the messenger passed. Silence
reigned *fore and aft.” The  first” applied
the trumpet to his mouth, and in an under tone
gave the order, ““ Heave round!”

The “lads” stepped away to the music of
the merry fife, and with light hearts timed « Off
she goes,” till the anchor was apeak.

“ High enough!” cried the second lieutenant,
who was stationed on the forecastle.

~ « Pall the capstan—unship the bars—Ilay aloft,
top-men — lower-yard-men in the rigging!” were
the successive orders, and at once the masts ap-
peared like living pyramids of nimbly moving
seamen.

¢« Aloft, lower-yard-men !” and they followed
to their stations. ¢ Close in, you sirs, close in !”
The men were now seen in the tops, under them,
and near the yards, ready to spring forward at
the next word, which they seemed eager to anti-
cipate ; for it was necessary to repeat the admo-
nition “ to keep close in,” to prevent them from

1
te
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“ High enough with the mizen —belay the
mizen-topsail . halyards!” cried the fifth lieu-
tenant. ‘ Belay the .mizen-topsail halyards!”
echoed a midshipman in a youthful key; and
the boatswain’s mate piped “ Belay !”

““ Belay the fore-topsail halyards — high
enough with the main—belay the main-topsail
halyards!” succeeded pretty rapidly, attended
by the same echoing and piping as before.

Again the capstan bars were placed, or rather
- #¢ghipped,” and the order given to ‘ heave round.”
The next moment the  second” cried, “ High
enough!”

« Pall the capstan— unship the bars—forward
to the ‘cat’— Move, lads, move!” replied the
“first,” in the full tone of a manly voice, unaided
by his trumpet. A few seconds only passed, and
the anchor rested on the bows.

“ Man the jib halyards !”—¢ All manned, sir,”
replied the ¢ second.” '

 Haul taught—hoist away the jib— starboard
your helm, quartermaster—jump to the braces
— starboard fore-braces—larboard main-braces
— starboard cro’-jack braces, haul in!” The
execution of these orders, almost as fast as






8 - THREE YEARS IN THE PACIFIC.

The men were standing about the decks, ready
to seize a_rope when ordered; the pilot stood
upon a gun, attentive to the song of the leadsman
in the chains, as he cried ‘“ By the deep nine,”
and narrowly watching the progress of the ship:
his words were few, and directed to the quarter-
master at the wheel, who answered his orders
with precision. ¢ Port,” said the pilot. < Port,
sir,” replied the quartermaster.

“ Steady 1” said the pilot. ¢ Steady, sir,” re-
peated the quartermaster.

When we arrived at the Narrows, our pro-
spects of getting to sea that day were blasted ;
the wind suddenly changed, and we were obliged
to bring the ship to anchor.

After spending several days at Staten Island,
the wind blew fé,ir; soon the anchor arose from
its bed, the sails were again spread, and swelled
into beautiful curves, that harmonized with the
straight lines of our spars and rigging; we
moved over the placid surface of the 'bay—the'
leadsman’s song ceased—our bows nodded recog-
nition to the crested wave of the ocean—the
pilot boarded his little vessel, bearing our last
farewell, and we stood on our course towards
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he scans the heavens and the wild waste; his
voice rises above the tempest, and his orders are
executed by those whom he guides as fearlessly
as they are given.

Then follow the abatement of the winds, the
smoothing of the sea, the clearing of the sky, and
‘the re-appearance of the sun. Next comes the
calm, with its never-failing attendant ennui ; the
ship rolls over a still restless sea, the sails flap
against the mast ; every place on board is uncom-
fortable, and every place cheerless. At length, a
gentle breeze, first seen at a distance, comes
skipping and kissing along the surface, throwing
it into fields of ripple; the sails feel its influ-
ence, and again we move on our course with
spirits as bhoyant as our “ sea-girt ” home !
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looked now on a strange shore for the first time ;
every countenance beamed with joy, and all
were pleasurably excited.

Cape Frio, a high, wild, barren insular pro-
montory, stands at the extremity of Maranbaya
beach, sixty-eight miles to the eastward of Rio
de Janeiro, having a passage for coasting vessels
between it and the main. The land may be seen
from a great distance in clear weather, rising
high behind the beach, which sweeps with a gen-
tle curve to the entrance of the harbour.

We were. favoured with a fresh sea-breeze.
Keeping in sight of the beach, we could see dis-
tinctly before the day closed the church of Our
" Lady of Nazareth, built on the shore thirty miles
from the Cape; also, ““ Cabo Negro,” and the
Maris Islands, which are said to be fourteen
miles from the ¢ Paﬁ-de;Agucar,” or Sugar Loaf,
so called from its form, standing on the west side
of the harbour.

The wind died away as the sun set, and we were
obliged to wait for the morning under easy sail.
The morning was cloudy and foggy, and we were
unable to get into port that day. Towards even-
ing we saw the islands again, and, after night-
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the air, on the left of the harbour’s mouth ; and on
the right, the battlements of Santa Cruz, stand-
-ing at the foot of a high mountain. When still
nearer, we perceived the Brazilian flag of yellow
and green; the holy cross, emblematic of the re-
ligion of the country ; the telegraph and watch-
towers; then the masts of the shipping in the
harbour. When passing close under the guns of
the fortress, we were hailed in a slow, stentdrian
tone, that seemed to issus.from the rocks, for no
human being was in sight : allowing an interval
between each word, the voice cried, ¢ What—
ship —is—that? Where —do—you— come—
from? How—many—days—out?” These ques-
tions being answered, # wished us a pleasant
passage to the city, whose spires and fanes were
already in view. We continued our course, passed
a small fort situated near the entrance of Bota-
fogo, the fort of Villegagnon, Point G16ria, and
soon reached our anchorage,‘ in one of the most
beautiful and picturesque bays in the world.
We “ came to” about a mile from the city,

Hall states that  the characteristic prominence of the Hood
nose” has been well known in the Navy «for a glorious half-
century.” '
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for ten or fifteen feet above the surface,) it has
been twice ascended, and both times from the
most inaccessible point. Many years ago an
Austrian midshipman, in that reckless spirit of
enterprise which is a boon given to all sailors by
Father Neptune when they wed the sea, offered
to wager with his messmates that he would ascend
the Sugar Loaf from the sea side and display a
flag on its summit. The offer was accepted, and
the young son of the Ocean, properly equipped,
started on his expedition. At the base of the
rock, the water rises and falls alternately three or
four feet as the waves roll past into the harbour,
so that several attempts were made -before he
succeeded in landing. He then toiled up the
embrowned side of the rock, hoisting himself by
a bush or by some inequality of the surface till
he reached the top, where he displayed his ban
ner, and, to the terror of the inhabitants of Rio,
lighted a fire ; for every one who was not aware
of the enterprise thought that the Pag-de-Acu-
car had suddenly become a volcano. After re-
maining all night under the dreadful apprehen-
sion, as he said, of being eaten by venomous
serpents that hissed round the fire, or of rolling
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CHAPTER IL

Walk in the Streets of Rio.—Imperial Chapels.— Rua
Direita. — Slaves. — Rua d’'Ouvidor. — Marimba.— Abdi-
cation of Dom Pedro.— Regency of Pedro II.

MaNY years ago, I met in Brazil an Austrian
gentleman, who, having spent several years in
England, spoke English remarkably well. Cer-
tain circumstances of a private nature, in which
the heart was deeply interested, which he nar-
rated, ripened an acquaintanceship of a few weeks
into intimacy and friendship. His name was
Brunner. When I last saw him, in 1826, he
held a colonel’s commission in the imperial army
of Brazil.

The first inquiries that suggested themselves

_on landing at the Palace-stairs in September
1831, were, whether Brunner was still in the city,
and whether he was still lamenting his disap-
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the same thing, gone away, the pleasure is en-
hanced —imagination cannot ' conjure up any-
thing half so pleasant.

As I answered the questions, my arm rest-
ing on Brumner’s, we walked towards the Im-
perial Chapel, which fronts the quay. I observed
that my friend was attired @ la: citoyenne, and at
once inferred that a change had taken place in
his pursuits. B

“ You have doffed your regimentals !”

“Oh yes!—true,” he replied; “I followed
your advice in that: you told me, you may re-
member,

¢ The charm of life that’s lost in love,
Is never found in fame :’
and I considered that, with some other things
you said, very seriously, and in consequence
changed the muster-roll into a ledger.”

“ And got married in consequence of the
change ?”

“If you discovered that by my countenance,
you deserve credit as a physiognomist. I have
indeed found ¢a Leah my recompense to be.’—
But more of that anon.” )

“ I must congratulate you at any rate, for
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heavy; yet I am not.aware of any race i;hat is
remarkably flat-headed.

 There is not so much military show about
the palace now as during the reign of Pedro I.
We were wont to see each of those staffs along
the palace-wall supporting a musket ; and troops
parading at this hour, and a fine band playing.”

“ That is easily accounted for—

¢ Grim-visaged War has smoothed his wrinkled front.’
The army has been but lately disbanded, and
only men enough kept to garrison the forts.”

We were now in front of the Imperial Chapels,
which open on the square called the Place of
St. Joseph. The Emperor’s Chapel is am(mgsf
the richest and most splendid in Rio; it is not
large, but the whole interior is arranged with
a due regard to taste. Every person uncovers
while he passes the open door, or bows, and
signs himself with the cross as he enters. Seve-
ral females were kneeling in different parts of
the open space on carpets or mats brought by
their slaves, while the men were content to pro-
tect their knees from the dusty pavement by
spreading out a pocket-handkerchief. On either
~ side of the church are small altars dedicated to
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jewels ; the slaves trotted on with their mistress.
Whiz flew a rocket, and snap, crack, crack, ex-
ploded a bunch of squibs from amidst a crowd of
half-naked Negro boys, who moved along with
an unmeaning shout. Then came a fat sallow-
looking priest, under a broad-brimmed hat, roll-
ed up at the sides, with a long silken cord termi-
nated in a tassel hanging down his back. He
wore a long silk robe or gown, and a pair of
heavy shoes with large buckles. Close after him
moved, in short struts, a precocious Brazilian
dandy, of Liliputian stature, perhaps fourteen
years old, and attired like a man of twenty-five ;

wearing a stick in one hand, and carrying a sat-
chel in the other : he stepped along in imminent
danger of disappearing beneath his cocked-hat,
that towered over his head like an extinguisher,
though worn for distinction. Then followed a do-
zen slaves or watér-carriers, all naked. The next
figure was that of a portly, sedate-looking gentle-
man, whose moon-formed countenance stood forth
to assert his claims to the character of a bon vivant
of imperturbable equanimity. He wore a cocked-
hat with ostrich-feather trimming, a broad-tailed
coat, vest with capacious pockets, neat unmention-
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he is-usually sentenced to labour in chains for a
limited period, at the expiration of which he is
returned to his master.”

“ Does the master receive no compensation for
the services of the slave in the mean time ”

~«¢No. They say the loss is a just punishment
for not having taught the slave better.”

“¢ Are these convicts hired to individuals by the
government, or is there any public work on which
they ‘are employed ?”

““ The custom-house employs many of them,
many are employed as. scavengers, and some.in
levelling hilis.and hlaating racks in thé suburbs.”

We walked slowly on, and turned up the “ Rua
d’Ouvidor,” which is lined with fancy stored and
shops of the French * modistes.” Next to. the
‘ Rua Direita,” it is perhaps the. busiest and
most fashionable. It leads. to the theatre and
opera-house. The Emperor was wont to dash
through it, occasianally driving with his own
imperial hands four grays of exquisite beauty,
beaded by his trumpeter, and followed by a.ca-
valry guard ;—then off flew every hat, and every-
body steod aside.to let the imperial coachman

pRss.
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servants (porters), who are always seated at the
doors of i;rivate dwellings—which, by the bye,
always have the family coach standing at the
foot of the stairs, on the lower floor, fitted for the
purpose, by way of demonstrating the quality of
the master,—pass hours together, nodding over
their own music, produced with about the same
effort required to twirl the thumbs. Playing on
the ¢ marimba” is just one degree beyond * dolce
JSar niente.”

When we came up the dancing had ceased,
and the Blacks were making way for us to pass.
I called the musician, that I might examine his
instrument. He grinned, and appeared gratified
by the notice taken of him. He was young and
full of health, but with a most stupid expression
of countenance, produced by a chain of fleshy no-
dules extending from the point of his nose in a
line over his forehead : when his attention was
not otherwise engaged, his eyes were always di-
rected towards this distinguishing mark. At our
request, he played a lively air, and accompanied
himself with a short see-saw motion of the body.
So soon as he commenced, all the Negroes drew
nearer and nearer, till we were completely en-

v
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noticing a sign over the. door, announcing that
% bains chauds” might be procured, we returned
to the ““Rua d’Ourives,” which i entirely occu-
pied by silversmiths, jewellers, and lapidaries;
and following its course for a quarter of a mile,
turned to the right, and in a few minutes entered
the counting-house of my friend.

We found several gentlemen conversing about
the change that had then just taken place in the
political state of Brazil. When the usual saluta-
tion was over, the subject was resumed.

“ What do you say were the eircumstances,”
asked a gentleman of the party, addressing him-
self to Brunner, ¢ that led to the abdication ?”

“ There were perhaps several,” replied Brua-
ner, “’that may be considered as conducing te
that end. A jealousy has long existed between
the native Brazilians and the Portugaese, which
was originally caused and kept up by Dom Pedro.
The refugees, who fled from the proscription and
tyrannical wrath of Dom Miguel, always found
here, not only protection and an asylum, but
many. have been received into places of power
and emolument under the government, to the
exclusion of the Brazilians, who were not slow to
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ple became filled with uncertainty and alarm.
Among other groundless and ridiculous reports,
was one that there was a design against the con-
stitution and the liberties of the people; that
this conspiracy was the plotting of the Portu-
guese; and, however preposterous and unreason-
able it may appear, it was said that Dom Pedro
was at the head of it!

“ The Emperor about this time had been en
a visit of inspection to a neighbouring province,
and, under the pretext of receiving him on the
day of his return, the refugees, with many Por-
tuguese who have been long residing here, pa-
raded the streets with arms, in parties of forty or
fifty, uttering cries which were highly irritating
to the feelings of the natives, and even looked
upon by them as seditious. The Brazilians were
exasperated, and attempted to put down the ob-
noxious party by force, and in consequence seve-
ral skirmishes took place in the streets, and seve-
ral lives were lost on both sides. This happened
on the 13th, 14th, and 15th of March. The shops
were shut up; foreigners thought of taking re-
fuge, with their effects, on board of the men-of-war
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Empress, he refused the request of the deputa~
tion, and obstinately adhered to.his resolution.
The Emperor’s reply, endorsed by :the Minis-
try, and the order for the mob to disperse, was
scarcely read before it was torn to pieces and
trampled under foot.! The troops seon began to
take part with the people, who were now armed
and prepared for the worst. An.attack was. ap-~
parently meditated somewhere, and before tem
o’clock that night even the body-guard at the
Palace had gone over and joinéd the insurgents.
The Emperor found that he had been deceived
by his courtiers, who had relied on the support
of the army, and, as the only possible means re-
maining of preventing bloodshed and restoring
tranquillity, he resolved on abdication. In this
dilemma he sought the aid of counsel from the
British and French Legations, and received the
Chargés late that same night at the Palace.
Exercising the power given him by the constita~
tion, he abdicated in favour of his son Dom Pedro
de Alcantara, under the title of Pedro II. This
last act was received, early on the morning of
the 7th of April, with joyful acclamations, and
the same day, before eight o’clock, having has-
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the young Emperor, Dom Pedro II. made his
public entry into the city, amidst the shouts and
¢ vivas’ of the populace. A due quantity of gun-
powder and rockets, as is usual on all great occa-
sions, were expended, to manifest the public loy-
alty to the new sovereign.

¢ Tranquillity was again restored. The Empe-
ror in a-few days set sail for England, on board
of His Britannic Majesty’s frigate Volage, and
the young Queen of Portugal on board of the
French corvette La Seine.”

“ Then I presume everything is now quiet ?”

“ Not perfectly so : there is a party in favour
of a republic, but it will die. Everybody who
knows anything of the extent and resources of
Brazil must decide against it. Two Mulattoes,
who were educated in France by the Emperor,
are said to be the leaders of the republican
party.”

“ Did property sustain any injury from the
rioters or insurgents during the disturbance ?”

“ Not at all. The Brazilians are a pacifique
people, and would rader enjoy der right by cour-
tesy dan by force,” remarked an old gentleman,
who until this moment had been silent. « Pah!
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eldest of the three being the president. Al de-
crees and:laws are issued by the Regency in the-
name of the Emperor. The following are the
Regents and present Ministry.

REGENCY.

José da Costa Carvalho,
Joao Braulio Muniz,

José Bonifacio d’ Andrada— T'utor to the Emperor.

Francisco de Lima e Silva,

MINISTERS.

Home Department, José Linho Coutinho.
Foreign Affairs, Francisco Carneivo de Campos.

Justice, - Diogo Antonio Feijo.

War, * José Manuel de Moraes.
Navy, José Manuel de Almeida.
Treasury, Antonio Homen do Amaral.

“ Andrada, one of the most popular as well
as learned men in the country, was named by
the Empéror; which is an imperial prerogative,
granted by the constitution, on the vacation of
the throne, either by death or abdication.” *

At this moment the old gentleman returned.

* In December 1833 he became somewhat unpopular, and
one party was anxious that he should resign, but he posi-
tively refused.
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turtle’s into its shell: and this was all by the
way of punctuation.

Brunner presented me to this gentleman as
Dom Bento, his father-in-law. He drew me by
the hand, and turning his head, said, “ Come,
gentlemen, de soup is ready.” He led me into
a dining-room, and continued, “ Here we take
our lunch, or soup, it being too far from our
dwelling to return to the -counting-house after
dinner, and too long to fast from eight in the
morning till sunset.” All the merchants, at least
the foreign ones, adopt this plan. About a
dozen persons sat down, besides several clerks.
The repast consisted of soup and bouilli, with
yams, &c. and wine and fruit.
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is seldom forgotteﬁ. A museum established
under proper regulations would create a taste
for natural science, and enable talent in the most
indigent circumstances to gain knowledge, which
could hardly fail to make the possessor a better
man and a more useful member of society.

This collection occupies several rooms, com-
municating’ with each other, in the second story
of a building at the corner of the Pra¢a d’Acclama-
¢a0. The cabinet of minerals is certainly a very
good one, probably equal to any one on this
continent in the metallic specimens and precious
stones. The birds are badly prepared, most of
them being without eyes, and many are lying
on their sides. The curators are at present
(1881) arranging them according to the classifi-
eation by Cuvier. The native Indian curiosities
are numerous ; some of the war-dresses, which
are composed of feathers of many brilliant colours,
are really beautiful. Besides these, which are
of chief interest, being of this country, there are
many foreign curiosities and -specimens of natural
history. In one of the apartments there are
several very good pictures, and two or three
sarcophagi. During our visit every attention
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Negresses washing and spreading out their
clothes upon the grass to bleach. On the sum-
mit of this hill, which is at least two hundred
feet high, stands the Convent of Santa Teressa.
The windows are barred, and trellised, and sashed
so securely as almost to exclude the air and even
the light of day. Near this spot the Aqueduct
makes an angle, in which there is built a hut.

““ The Negroes who live in this cottage,” said
Brunner, “spend time in drowsy lazinéss' all
their wants being supplied by their garden, they
seldom descend to the city.”

“But they must labour at certain seasons to
make that produce.”

“Not so. The soil is so fertile, that, with
little more exertion or attention than is required
to cast the seed upon it, a plentiful crop is pro-
‘duced !”

« But this little spot will not—cannot .yield
them their entire sustenance; it x;)ay provide
fruit and vegetables, but they also require bread
and animal food ?”

“ They seldom see bread or meat, unless it be
in the form of ¢ farinha’ or tapioca, and this a
little labour supplies ; if they do not get it, for

)
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and when mature, unfolds itself into a spathe,
and droops with the rest. The fruit is produced
in a large conical or pear-shaped mass at the
end of the stalk, which bends towards the earth
by its weight. This mass consists of loricating
leaves, which enclose the young fruit. As it
ripens, the leaves curl up and drop off, disclosing
a circle of bananas, attached l;y their bases to
the stalk; the second and third circle appear,
but smaller than the first, because the nutritive
juices are less, and at last the stalk is terminated
with a plummet-shaped end and abortive blos-
soms. At first the colour of the fruit is green;
but as it ripens, turns yellow—a beautiful king’s
yellow, which contrasts finely with the clear
maize-green of the leaves. '

*“In my walks through the city, I have seen
a great deal of the °farinha’ you speak of, and
I am told it forms a chief article of diet with
the slave population.” —

It is not only extensively used by the slaves
and lower classes of Whites in Rio, but forms a
standing dish on the tables of the rich, made
into various desserts. 'This Jatropha Manihot
is the great substitute for all bread stuffs It
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had neither caps nor shoes; one of the recum-
bents, however, held his toes in a pair of slip-
pers.

When we came up, the dogs commenced growl-
ing and muttering, and rolling their eyes upon
' us, but without raising their long noses from the
ground. The man lying nearest the path, laid
his hand upon the collar of one of them, and
they all became quiet. When we were near
enough to have trodden on the fellow, he slowly.
drew up his legs, and made an effort to fish
with his toe one of the slippers, which was
dropped in the movement; but he failed, and
assuming a look of resignation, permittéd it to
remain at the risk of being walked over. The
one leaning against the house raised his eyes,
and scowling upon us from under a profusion
of black uncombed hair, muttered a sort of
salutation, but without moving a muscle —the -
very smoke escaped from his mouth without
receiving an impulse. .

“ You -would never guess,” said Brunner,
“that these are the police or watchmen sta-
tioned here to prevent robberies from being
committed by runaway slaves, who hide them-
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beaten, and the sward yielded to the foot like
the richest carpet. The whole way was ¢ flowery,
wild, and sweet.” All was hushed. Our steps
frequently disturbed the green and speckled
lizards,” that darted from the sunshine of the
path and side of the Aqueduct to the shade
of their retreats in some crevice of the work.
A few wild notes struck the ear, and the gay
winged butterflies sported in seeming dalliance
with each other, ever and anon resting upon the
flowers which in every direction were blooming
around us, while the golden-crested humming-
bird sipped the nectar which nature had prepar-
ed. But man will not permit all this in quiet.
The cabinet of the naturalist and amateur must
be filled with  specimens,” and both butterfly
and bird lose their lives for the party-colour of
their down, and the gay varying tints of their
plumage.

Presently we met a man sweeping a gauze
net through the air, and pinning the insects
which he caught upon his hat. He was a tall
raw-boned Mulatto, under a broad-brimmed hat,
stuck full of insects writhing and fluttering in
the agonies of death. His white cotton jacket
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basin or receptacle for the water, which rushes
down the mountain in a narrow stream. A slab
set in the wall bears date 1744, the time of
commencing the work, and 1807, the period of
its repair.

Just above the «“Casa da Agua” is a broad
spreading rock, in the surfage of which are
several slight excavations, filled with limpid
water by tiny rills which wander from the main
stream. The rocks rise nearly perpendicular
around this spot; the shade was perfect, and.
the air perfumed with sweet odours.

While viewing the scene, and deliberating
whether, in spite of the lateness of the hour,
we should continue our walk to the observatory
on the Corcovado, still a thousand feet above
us, and only to be reached by a long, circuitous,
and laborious path, a Negro parted the bushes
next the valley below, and stood nearly naked
before us. He removed a piece of a woollen
cap from his head in token of respect, and
saluted us with ¢ Viva, Senhores,” grinning in
the height of good-nature. He might have
been forty years of age ; he was well-made, and
remarkably athletic; yet his figure was that of
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CHAPTER IV.

The Opera.—DBrazilian Ladies.—The Ballet.—The
Currency.

TrE night on which I visited the opera, “La
Italiana in Algeri” was performed in a masterly
style. The scenery was good, and the orchestra
full and efficient. The company is composed of
Italians, brought here by the Emperor Pedro I.
The house is large, and contains one hundred
and twelve boxes, besides the imperial box,
which fronts the stage. The pit is extensive,
and the seats are separated from each other like
arm-chairs, and some are so arranged that they
may be kept under lock and key. The promp-
ter is placed in front of the stage so conspicuous-
ly that the dramatic illusion is in a great degree
lost. A box or wooden hood is built about two
feet above the level of the stage, and in the cen-
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complexion. There was not a female in the pit ;
Negroes and Whites were promiscuously mixed.

After the opera there was some fine dancing ;
but, according to my notion, the performers
should diminish the extent of their genuflexions,
and increase the thickness and longitude of their
-dresses : they appeared

“In véry thin clothing, and but little of it.”

This over, we walked into the coffee-room.
Blacks and Whites were gay and noisy, eating
and drinking together, apparently on the most
intimate terms of equality. We next ascended -
to a small bar in the fourth tier, where several
gentlemen were refreshing themselves with lemon-
ade, orgeat, and similar beverages. The Brazi-
lians are a temperate people, seldom drink in the -
evening, and usually confine their libations to
‘wine—and that, Port. The annual consumption °
of Oporto wine is 82,000 pipes of 145 gallons
each, equal to 4,640,000 gallons! The import
duty is only six dollars the pipe.

I gave the bar-keeper a Spanish dollar to pay
for some lemonade. He balanced it on his finger,
and offered to change it for four “ petaks,”
‘which is little more than one-half of .its value.
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best to resort to the money-changers, who give
copper for silver at a very small premium.”

“Yes; but you lose byit. They say that cop-
per is at a premium of 83} per cent.; and when
they change a note of 10,000 reis, they calculate
the discount on that amount, instead of the cop-
per which you receive, and thus you lose about
400 reis.”

“JIs not the bank paper as good as cop-

per? Neither can be made a tender out of the
country, and I suppose the bank will redeem its
notes.” ’
. “The paper never will be redeemed; though
it is said that the bank has sufficient in its vaults
to do: so. The copper has an intrinsic value;
for when the worst comes to the worst, we can
make it into pans, and besides, to the northern
provinces it is nearly a par remittance.”

“Then the bank is not a national one

“No. It was chartered to a company : the
government became indebted to it, and being
unable to pay, assumed the management of the
bank, and, to enchance its credit, endorsed the
notes, which only circulate within the province of
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The inconvenience which would have resulted
in the United States from the establishment of
the small money unit, proposed by Robert Morris,
the financier, is practically illustrated at Rio.
A dollar at par eontains one thousand parts,
called * reis,” and hence the dollar is termed a
“milrei.” A trifling accompt, to persons uncquaint-
ed with the currency, is an alarming document ;
the gross amount of a bill for ten dollars is re-
presented by five figures. This makes calcula-
tion 'tedious, and to strangers embarrassing.
Americans require their bills reduced to dollars,
and Englishmen must have them in pounds,
shillings, and pence, before they understand
them. '

The following is a specimen of a Brazilian
accompt, rendered by the English-speaking
clerk.

D Rio Janeiro, Dec. 1833,
[P r,
. To Louzada & Ca.
2 Duz'ns Port wine . 8,000 rs. 16,000 rs.
1 Barel Mackrels . . . . . 10,000
8 Duz'ns Claret . . . . . 15,000
50 1b. Indian Meal . . . . . . 5,000

3 1b. Nutmegs . . . . . 1,600

Carried forward 47,600






70 THREE YEARS IN THE PACIFIC.

CHAPTER V.

The Calega.—Picturesque View.— The Botanic Garden. —
A Peep at Court.—A Vision. — Reception by the Emperor.

EArLY one morning we seated ourselves in a
“ calés;a,” and set off to visit the Botanic Garden.
The « caleca” is a kind of gig or chaise, which
has the body hung in advance of the axle, and
betwixt a pair of huge clumsy wheels, made
gaudy with paint and gilt, not however in the
best taste. A leather curtain in front serves to
skreen ladies from admiration and gentlemen
from dust, when they do not care for the scenery
through which they ride. To this vehicle two
mules are harnessed abreast ; one in the shafts,
and the other on the outside to bear the * cale-
gero,” in his grotesque livery and big boots.
Though a hackman, he wears a uniform, which
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Could wake a dream more soothing or sublime,
Of bowers ethereal and the spirit’s clime !”

At the head of the bay we turned to the right:
the country was beautifully picturesque. About
four miles from town the road lies between a
lake, which is separated from the ocean by a nar-
row strip of land, at one place so low that the
sea not unfrequently finds its way over it, and
the irregular hills which terminate in the almost
overhanging Corcovado. Tiny rills gush from
the sides of the mountain, and leap in miniature
cascades down its side, fertilizing the ground over
which they pass. From this spot we saw a large
square mountain, which is considered an excellent
land-mark in making the harbour of Rio ; from its’
supposed resemblance to a ship’s topsail it is
called “la gavia.” At this spot a redoubt of
stone, mounting four guns, effectually protectig'
the ‘southern part of this route to the city.
About two miles, or perhaps less, beyond the
lake, is the Botanic Garden; one of the spots
usually visited by travellers, and which will al-
ways pay them for their pains. When our caleca
halted before the iron gate, it was opened by a
negro, who afterwards became our guide, and
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other, are growing arrow-root, sago, cardamom,
cinnamon, cloves, and the bread-fruit tree weigh-~
ed down with its own.production. Nature. and
art- have produced wonders here! While we
rested in the shade of thé beautiful Jacca-tree,
the song of birds, and the odours of spices and
flowers, fell soothingly upon the senses.

- The only plant of which we were not permitted
to break twigs, is a small bush about four.feet
high, termed the national tree, because each: leaf
contains a mixture of yellow and green, the co-
lours of the Brazilian flag, Even of this, how-
ever, we were indulged with a few leaves.

We returned to the city at eleven o’clock,
in time to dress to visit the Court, which held a
levee in honour of the anniversary of the Inde-
pendence of Brazil from the throne of Portugal.*

At half-past twelve the American Legation
reached the side entrance of the palace, and
alighting from the calecas, made way through
the gate to the stair. As we ascended, I learned
from one of our party, that wearing gloves or
hats in the imperial presence was equally con-
trary to etiquette. I had been instructed in the

* September 6th.
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battle, though to all the issue seemed not to be
doubtful. He harangued his troops, and exhorted
them to conquer or die, rather than yield to the
infidel. Having increased their confidence by
his eloquence, he announced the following day to
be fixed for the conflict, and that Heaven would
manifest some extraordinary sign as a harbinger
of victory ! :
He retired to his tent, and read in the Bible
the history of Gideon, which he looked upon as
similar to his own. While asleep, he dreamed
that a venerable sage appeared and promised him
the victory! This vision had scarcely passed
away, when an officer informed him that a
strange old man had entered the camp, and was
extremely importunate to be admitted to his
presence. Alphonso ordered the stranger to be
conducted into the tent; when he entered, the
general recognised in him the person he had seen
in his dream. Without waiting for interrogation,
the old man stated that he was a fisherman, and
had been doing penance for sixty years on a
neighbouring mountain ; that he had now come,
by command of God, to announce victory to the
arms of Portugal; adding, “ when you hear a
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members of the court were splendid ; that of the
young Emperor was neat and simple. As they
passed through the rooms, every head was bowed
in salutation. Presently a flourish of trumpets,
followed by a grand march by a full band, pro-
claimed the opening of the court. We had all
followed into the anteroom. In a few moments
the chamberlain informed the corps diplomatique
that his Imperié.l Highness was ready to. receive
them. Those who had resided longest near this
court took precedence, and followed the chambers
lain through the left-hand door. The Ameriean
Legation was last. Our Chargé preceded, and
the officers followed according te rank, at about
three yards from each other. On' entering the
presence we all bowed, and again when half-way
up to the diis, and repeated the reverence imme-
diately before his' Highness. Then retreating;
with our faces towards the throne, and making
three bows, we made our exit through the right.
hand door. This movement, in a large room, is far
from being graceful; and from the impediment
experienced by the clergy in consequence of wear+
ing long robes, they have been excused from this
retrograde step. We halted in the room where the
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fashion, and wore those decorations of honour
which it may have pleased royalty to bestow
upon them.

The crowd soon began to move out of the pa-
lace towards their carriages. The music con-
tinued, conversation was gay, everybody wore
a holiday face, and self-approbation might be
read in every countenance.
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fountain which is now dry, we walked to where
the aqueduct, elevated on arches, passes into the
city. Near it was a crowd of Negroes of both
sexes, standing half leg deep, washing. The
lower limbs were bare to the hips, and their dress
tucked up in such a manner as to give it the ap-
pearance of a pair of short breeches. The clothes’
were spread about on the banks of this drain, for
the benefit of the sun. Pieces of wardrobe were
undergoing the lavatory process by being beaten
with good will between two stones: an excellent
test of the strength of the fabric, and which saves
the hands quite as well as our best constructed
washing machines. The operators were very
gay. Their chattering seemed ceaseless; yet
its monotony was relieved occasionally by little
bickerings and contentions, which arose from
slight encroachments made by one or another on
what was conceived to be, by priority of posses-
sion, the spot or pounding-stone of some ore in-
dividual. These advantages of location are not
unimportant ; the water is much clearer and in
greater abundance in some places than in others.
These disputes sometimes led to blows, and then
some worthy master’s linen was applied very un-
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those belonging either to Brazilian or Portuguese
gentlemen. The air was perfumed with flowers
and fruits, contrasting most deligh_tfﬁlly with that
in the confined streets of Rio. _

An hour’s drive brought us to a lane running
through a coffee plantation, and terminating at
the door of Dom Bento Trovato’s house. Our
reception was cordial, and we were soon convers-
ing in Spanish or in French with the daughters of
our worthy host. His son carried us over the
magnificent dwelling, which is not yet entirely
finished. The rooms are spacious, and adapted
to the climate. The furniture is of beautiful
rose-wobd, and most of it has been made on the
spot. A garden of flowers has been commenced,
and a labyrinth formed in it afforded amusemetit
to some of the party, who found themselves en-
tangled in the mazes of its many winding paths.

Thousands of pounds of coffee are gathered
annually on this plantation. On an average,
each tree yields about a pound, but some will
yield, when taken great care of, three, four, and
even five pounds, but that is not usual. All that
is required in its cultivation is occasionally to
loosen the _earth about the trees; the greatest
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use passed, by means of travellers, to Medina and
Mecca, and all the Mahometan countries. Public
coffee-houses were established in Persia under
the regulation of the government, and became
the fashionable resort for the idle to lounge and
the busy to rest, politicians to talk of news,
poets to recite their verses, and the ¢ Molachos”
to dispute. In Constantinople the introduction
of coffee caused a great sensation. The caffés
were crowded, and the mosques were deserted ;
therefore the mufti declared coffee to be compre-
hended within the law of Mahomet, which' forbids
the use of strong l'iquors, and in consequence the.
Porte shut up the coffee-house doors.

In 1652, a merchant named “ Edward,” on his
return from the Levant, introduced coffee into
London. The English were pleased with it;
and since that time its use has-been adopted over
all.Europe and America, but to a moderate ex-
tent, compared with countries where the use of
‘wines is prohibited.

In Arabia the rich only partake of it, while the
poor make an infusion from the shell of this pre-
ccious berry. It is said to be clear, not so bitter
nor so strong as coffee. Betalfagui, a city of
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at sea: on their passage to England on board of
his Britannic Majesty’s ship Volage, he asked
her whether she was not afraid; ‘ Why should
I be,” she replied, « while I see the captain is
not ?” B

Dom Pedro is said to possess a considerable
share of good-nature, and the following anecdote
seems to bear evidence of it. A midshipman,
H——, of the United States Navy, some four or
five years since, followed a man who deserted
from his boat into the Palace, where the sailor
had fled in hopes of eluding pursuit. Mr. H
rushed by the sentinel, and by mistake got into
the audience-room. The noise occasioned by his
abrupt entry led the Emperor to inquire the

-cause ; and when informed that it was a young
naval officer, he ordered him to his presence.
“The midshipman told the Emperor that he had
entered the Palace in pursuit of a deserter,.-and
would not leave it till he should find him. Dom
Pedro was pleased by his resolute manner, and

extended his hand to be kissed. The middy, =

however, did not so understand him, but gave it
a hearty shake, and requested the Emperor to
allow the deserter to be sought and delivered
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mand, and so fond of eating that he seldom
spoke, unless for the purpose of recommending
some particular sauce or good dish before him.
To say that he was « the man who ate up all the
pudding,” would be no libel. He sat next to
me. After devouring a portion of a very fine
fish, he commenced cleaning his plate, with his
bread, of the compound sauces he had poured
upon it, and spoke for the first time during the
whole day. ¢« Elegant fish, sir! beautiful soy!”
Then turning his head to one side, and leaning
over the table, he filled his mouth with a piece
of bread dripping with oil and fish.sauce. He
could not speak; but laying his hand on a-de-
canter, nodded to me, and filled his glass. The
draught was swallowed with more gotit than I
had before seen. ¢ Delicious Port!” exclaimed
he, in rapture. '

The fish which my taciturn friend so justly
praised, was large, and resembled the sheep’s
head in form, but was very superior to it in flavorr.
It is much esteemed at Rio, and is rather rare.
The great price given for it is an evidence of
the high estimation in which it is held. .Brunner
told me that fifteen or twenty dollars have been
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naked Negroes, like the English and French
ladies here, and shrink from many things that
are brought before us in the streets.”

“But you will not admit this, Mr. L—— ?°
said Dom Bento.

“ Not he,” continued the sarcastic gentleman,
“because he knows very well that there is no
jealousy in England; nor virtuous, nor chaste,
nor modest women, anywhere else !” '

“1 beg your pardon, gentlemen’; though I
do not say sweepingly that there is not a vir-
tuous woman in France or Brazil, yet I think
you will agree with me, that, in a given number,
there is a greater proportion of truly virtuous
females in Great Britain, than in any other coun-
try in the world : at any rate, they are more soci-
able, and certainly better educated.” .

« What do you think of his lordship’s mutton,
Mr. L——? asked Dom Bento. )

My officer broke in. “I agree with Mr.

L ——, this is most exquisite mutton, and the
capers sauce is luscious.” :
- ¢ was not thinking of his lordship’s mutton:
but, prejudice aside, it is universally conceded
~that there is no mutton in the world like the
English !”
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“ I will contradict that,” said Brunner.

“ So you may,” replied the bachelor, « exceptio
probat regulam.” The fact is, that North Ame-
ricans, much as they are given to wandering,
possess a greater love of country than any other
adventurers who seek their fortunes abroad. I
say adventurers, because no man will leave his
own fireside, unless it be with a hope of better
fortune and an easier life in another clime,
except travellers from curiosity.

After the ladies retired, several songs were
sung, and the Attaché did me the honour to ask
me to take wine with him; when the glasses
were filled, he said, in a most gracious tone,
smiling and bowing at the same time, “Will you
say something, or shall I?”

“ You, if you please, Sir.”

* Then, The President of the United States !

We joined the ladies at an early hour, and
spent the afternoon agreeably in dancing, music,
and conversation. The ¢ Miudinho,” the music
of which is the composition of Dom Pedro, and
¢ a nine-handed reel,” were exhibited to us as
the dances of the country. They are both ani-

mated and amusing.
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CHAPTER VIL

Architecture. — Cries.—Market. — Churches.— Cemetery of
San Francisco de Paula.—Funerals.—Climate.—Prison.—
Slave Market.—Library.—Newspapers.

Tais city offers much to interest and much to
disgust the traveller. The construction of the
hdéuses is suited to the mildness of the climate,
which is never cold enough to require the dwell-
ings to be warmed artificially. The consequent
absence of chimneys rising above the roofs, as in
our northern cities, impresses us at first with the
belief that there is a feature wanting, and which
is not at first discovered. The houses are gene-
rally two-stories high, rough cast or whitewashed.
The windows of the second-story extend from
the floor, and open upon iron verandas, in which
it is’ common in the afternoon to see gentlemen
enjoying the cigar. The red-tile roofs, with their
eaves projecting and terminating in points, make
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which it does, and very heavily, during a:consi-
derable part of the year, the whole street is over-
flowed. The side walks are very narrow, and the
dress of foot passengers is always in danger of be-
ing soiled by the splashing of horses and carriages.
. The cries of the town are indescribable : the
ears are assailed with the shrill and discordant
voices of women slaves vending fruits and sweet-
meats; and of the water-carriers crying “ agua,”
which they carry about on their heads in large
wooden kegs, filled at the different fountains :
each one is worth about six cents.

The market-place is a filthy collection of
booths, generally surrounded with mud, under
which is sold a variety of vegetables and fruits.
The yam supplies the place of the potato. The
oranges are amongst the finest in the world, and
are sold at from ten to twenty-five cents the hun-
dred. Butcher’s meats are sold in shaps which
may be scented from afar, -proclaiming the state
in which they are kept. It is customary to re-
quire the purchaser, after selecting what he
wishes, to take also a piece of an animal that
may have been killed three or four days; and, if
he refuse, the butcher most obstinately withholds
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was filled with worshippers kneeling on pieces of
carpet and mats, counting their beads in silence
for the rest of the departed. The silence was
interrupted ever and anon by the bursting. of
rockets sent from the church steps and belfry,
accompanied by a short peal of bells. I threaded
my way through the kneeling crowd, to a side
door which leads to the cemetery of the church.
It is an open court, surrounded by a corridor,
supported by wooden pillars. I descended the
short stair to the temple of death, called the
¢ Catacumbas;” by the faint glimmer of the
lamps, and the soft light of the starry heaven, I
saw a number of slaves busied in decorating the
sepulchres of their late masters. Crimson satin
and black velvet canopies, trimmed with broad
gold and silver lace and spangles, were tastefully
arranged over the vases containing the ashes of
the dead. Around the enclosure, forming in fact
the walls, are tiers of holes, each one of which is
just large enough to contain a human body. The
corpse, with its coffin, is deposited in one of these
holes, where it remains for two years, and at the
expiration of that time is removed ; the bones are
burned, and the ashes inurned for preservation.

-






102 THREE YEARS IN THE PACIFIC.

fruit-trees are budding and yielding their fruits
at the same time; and while one tree is just
putting forth its modest blossoms, another; only
a few feet from it, is bending under the weight of
its produce. Seeds thrown into the. ground,
spring into a plant, and yield a crop, with but
little care. ' s

- The other day I passed by the “ Carcalada,”
or prison. From it proceeded a most offensive
smell, arising most probably from the crowding
together so many persons, and neglecting to
remove the filth that must be continually accu-
mulating. At the grated windows appeared
a number of the prisoners, calling out to. the
passers by to give them alms, or to purchase
the horn combs and cups and toys which they
held up in their hands. In the street, three
or four prisoners were chained by the neck 'to
the wall, begging ; they were “ pedindo justica”
—asking justice. One of them was a Mulatto,
who informed me that an opportunity was thus
offered to those who were without money- to
obtain means to pay for their trial and fee their
lawyers. He was charged with an assault, and
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from the small-pox, or just convalescing. While
I.was looking into one of these stalls of human
life, a lady, attended by two servants, entered,
and gazing round at the group, fixed her eye
upon one, and after surveying him well, as a
practised jockey does a horse, she inquired the
price. The merchant ordered the individual
indicated to get up, and then put him through
several exercises, to show that his motions were
perfect. All this took place with the same in-
difference, or more, than is evinced generally
in a bargain for a pair of gloves. :

In the rear of the imperial chapel there is a
public library, containing fifty thousand volumes,
open to the public every day. The librarian is
very urbane, and scrupulously attentive to pro-
priety, even in the dress of the visiters. I visit-
ed it one day, when the thermometer was stand-
ing at 90° F. in company with a gentleman who
wore a white jacket, after the fashion of the
place ; the librarian very politely told him that
it was against the rules of the institution for
gentlemen to appear there in such a costume,
and begged him therefore to withdraw !
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three days from this, the nature of the affair will
be published.” *

Another. “Mr.C A F Pereira
da Fonceca is requested to send to No. 122, rua
de S. José, and pay 4|[120rs. which he has owed
more than two years !”f—An unpleasant dun !

*« Roga-se a0 Sr. Joio Carlos Bouvier de chega & rua
Direita, N. 84, & respeito de hum negocio que nao ignora,
isto no praso de trez dias da publica¢ao deste, alids a natu-
reza de negocio soré publicada.” \

1 “ Roga-se ao Sr. Cirurgiio Antonio Francisco Pereira
da Fonceca, haja de mandar 4 rua de S. José, N. 122, pagar
4/ 120rs. que deve ha mais de dous annos.” ’
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years, the Maraiion will become a great high-
way of commerce, by steam-navigation, from the
interior of Peru, and even from the shores of the
Pacific Ocean; then a large portion of trade,
now conducted by the route of Cape Horn, will
be directed into this new channel.

The country is divided into provinces, or
captaincies.  Along the coast are Guyana,
Para, Maranham, Piauhy, Siara, Rio-Grande-do-
Norte, Parahyba; Pernambuco, which includes
Alagoas; Seregipe-d’el-Rey, Bahia, Ilheos, Porto-
Seguro, Espirito-Santo, Rio-de-Janeiro, San-
Paulo, Santa-Catharina (an island near the
coast), and Rio-Grande-do-Sul. The interior
is included in three great divisions; Minas-
Geraes, Goias, and Matto-Grosso, which are
subdivided into comarcas, or departments. These
provinces are but imperfectly known; they
abound in mines of gold, silver, and other me-
tals, and precious stones, among which the dia-

mond and topaz are conspicuous.

The vegetable productions of this vast empire
are as abundant and valuable as those of any
other in the world ; not only in medicinal plants,
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the custom-house .of the country. Thus a very
considerable advantage was secured to the Eng-
lish ;. the French complained (and do still)-of the
high estimates made of their goods, which fre-
quently paid a hundred per cent., thus destroy-
ing any profit that might have accrued in their
trade.

‘Previous to the royal immigration, commerce
was much injured by exclusive privileges granted
to certain companies. Salt, for example, was a

“monopoly which bore heavily upon' trade,. being
indispensable in the preservation of hides -and
salted and jerked beef, which were sént from the
interior under the name of * carnas do sertaon.”
The labouring classes in nearly every part. of
South America live almost exclusively upon jerk-
ed beef, which is prepared by cutting the meat
into ribbon-like pieces, and drying them in'the
sun, with a small addition of salt, or by steeping
them in a strong pickle for twenty-four hours.
The heat of the climate precludes the salting of
beef in large pieces or joints. .

The province of Rio-Grande-do-Sul, which en-
joys a most temperate climate, produces a great
number of hides, and quantities of the * carnas
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Rio Janeiro, besides possessing a fertile soil,
remarkably well adapted to the cultivation of
coffee, which is rapidly increasing, is the focus of
industry and trade, from which improvements of
all kinds spread in every direction over Braszil.
The flourishing state of the spice trees in the
Botanic Garden near the city, promises that their
cultivation may be extended in the province, and,
if not sufficiently productive for exportation,
will at least supply the demand for home con-
sumption.

Minas-Geraes, besides the major part of the
productions common to the southern provinces
of Spain and Portugal, yields gold, diamonds,
and precious stones. Wheat and Indian corn
grow in plenty, and large quantities of nitre are
obtained from the mines of Monte Rorigo.

Matto-Grosso and Goias are but thinly popu-
lated. They are inhabited by several tribes of
unsubdued Indians. The soil is covered with
rich pasturage, forests, and several useful plants
which are common to Peru.

In the provinces of Espirito-Santo and Porto-
Seguro, are found several kinds of wood suited
to cabinet work and architecture. The Ibirapi-
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flourishes, the cacao-tree covers the banks of
certain rivers, several spice-trees grow spontane~
ously, and among the choice woods is that called
citrin, which is reserved for the manufacture of
the most sumptuous kind of moveables. All these
will be sources of wealth when the country be.
comes more densely populated.

Besides the products already named, indigo
grows in several parts of Brazil, and the cochineal
was formerly cultivated in the neighbourhood of
Rio Janeiro. With all these advantages, added
to a little more industry and a greater popula-
tion, Brazil might soon rank herself amongst the
_richest and most powerful nations on earth..::*

Finally, the southern provinces export wheat,
hides, horn, hair, and tallow ; the middle, gold and
precious stones ; and the northern, cotton, coffbe,
sugar; tobacco, and Brazil wood. The. quans
tities of the staple -articles exported annually
have been estimated at one hundred thousand
cases of sugar, of fifteen quintals (1281bs.) each §
a hundred and fifty thousand bales of eotton, and
between twelve and thirteen millions of pounds
of coffee! The imports are chiefly wines, brandy,
and oil, from Portugal ; dry goods and hardware
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used for a long time as counters. About the
same time, some of them came into the possession
of the Dutch Minister at Lisbon, who sent them
to Amsterdam and ascertained their value.. A
treaty was immediately concluded between. Hol-
land and the Portuguese government, for all the
precious stones found in the district of Serro-do-
Frio. The masters of Brazil, not discovering till
too late their disadvantage in this arrangement,
saw for several years the wealth which should
have been their own pass into the pdssession of
rivals. When it again returned to them in 1772,
these stones had lost much of their value in
Europe.

The diamond district is known by the name of
Serro-do-Frio; it extends sixteen leagues from
north to south, and eight from east to west. It
is surrounded by craggy mountains, as if Nature
had been at some pains to conceal her treasures
from man. Every possible precaution is taken
to prevent the inhabitants from carrying the dia-
monds, which are found in the auriferous sands,
beyond this natural wall; all the outlets are
strictly guarded, and any person detected in
breaking the law is most severely punished. Of:
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would be a sure means of reducing the value of
a precious stone, which, unlike others, has only
an arbitrary price. The same policy has forbid-
den the opening of the mines of Goias and
Matto-Grosso, which are guarded by the govern-
ment from the incursions of adventurers.

At the time of the discovery of the famous
diamond of the Portuguese crown, South Ame-
rica was so tranquil, that it is looked upon as an
important event. It was found in the brook of
Abayté, by three malefactors who had been
banished, and carried to the governor of mines
by an ecclesiastic. Its size was so enormous,
that repeated assays were made before they
were convinced of its being in reality a diamond.
It was then sent to Lisbon, where it excited
universal astonishment, and procured the pardon
of the criminals. Afterwards, an exploring sta-
tion was fixed on the banks of the Abayté, but
without success; the diamonds found were of
little value, and scarcely defrayed the expense
of search.*

* Dennis, Histoire du Brésil.
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To the cataract’s roar, where the eagles reply,

And the lake her lone bosom expands to the sky I”

Before sunset, Cape Frio was lost sight of,
and we only thought of the storms we might
encounter in passing into ““ Le Grand Ocean,” as
the French most emphatically term the Pacific.

Cape Horn appears to be truly the patria nim-
borum. Very few days of the year, summer or
winter, are cloudless; they are all the same,
cold and stormy. I have passed it four times;
once in summer, once in winter, once in spring,
and once in the autumn. In all these passages
the thermometer sank as low as 32° F., and was
on no one day above fifty. I have conversed
with sealers who have spent whole years on the
Cape; with whalemen who have doubled it in
every month' in the year; with the masters of
merchant-vessels trading to the Pacific; and -
they all concur in giving a stormy character to
this region. I have also examined the log-books
of many vessels, and havefound them to agree,
very generally, upon this subject. The journals
of voyagers, particularly of the earlier naviga-
tors, give most fearful accounts of the tempests
and disasters generally encountered in passing
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Vessels bound to the Pacific have to contend
with these winds, which are accompanied with
cold cutting rains, snow, hail, and sleet; and
their crews are exhausted more by the continu-
ance than by the severity of the weather. Such
was our own case in the passage of 1881, and
that of several merchant-vessels with whose
officers I have conversed. _
. The usual route pursued, going from the
Atlantic to the Pacific Ocean, is to pass between
the Falkland Islands and the main, and draw
round the land as much as the prevailing winds
will permit. Vessels always, if possible, < make
the land” of the Cape; that is, approach. near
enough to see it, and then bold their way west-
ward, until they reach the meridian of eighty or
eighty-five degrees of west longitude, before at-
- tempting to steer to the northward. If successful
in gaining that meridian, without being driven
far to the southward, the passage is generally
short; —the voyage from the latitude of 40° south,
in the Atlantic, to Valparaiso, is made in from
thirty to thirty-five days.

It frequently happens, however, that vessels
are driven as far as 63°, and even 64° south,
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the meridian of 85° west longitude, before at-
tempting to get to the northward. Though the
wind blows generally from the westward, varying
from south, south-west, to north, north-west, it
occasionally comes from the eastward. Of three
vessels that doubled Cape Horn in October 1831,
the first was thirty-one days from lat. 45° 40’
S. long, 58° 30" W. in the Atlantic, to lat. 34°
30 S. long. 79° 15 W. in the Pacific. She
reached 59° 31’ S. Her log-book does not show
that she had the wind from the eastward at any
one time ; it varied from south to north, north-
west. The second vessel was thirty days from
lat. 40° 21’ S. long. 54° 5’ W. in the Atlantic,
to lat. 30° 46’ S. long. 78° 30’ W. in the
Pacific. She passed through Straits La Mair,
and went as far as 57° 54’ S. She had an east-
erly wind for several days. The third, was
twenty-nine days from lat. 50° 48’ S. long. 61°
W. in the Atlantic, to lat. 45° 5 S. long. 80°
17 W. She reached as far as 59° 7’ south lati-
tude. This vessel experienced some heavy gales,
but had the advantage of easterly winds for
several days.

- The United States ship Brandywine doubled
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miles; not to go south of 57°; and not to at-
tempt to decrease the latitude until in the meri-
dian of 85° west, no matter how promising the
appearances of the weather may be. The rea-
sons given for this course are, first, though the
winds be mostly from the westward, they are not
constantly from that quarter; second, that the
gales are not so severe near the land, and do not
blow home; third, that there are no currents
setting on shore; and fourth, by not being too
far south, advantage may be taken of a favour-
able wind, that in a few hours might carry the
vessel beyond the parallel of the Cape, which
would be unavailing if the ship should be as far
as 63° south, (as has been recommended,) because
these winds do not always last long enough to
carry a vessel many hundred miles. S

Within a few years, another passage has been
successfully tried by several vessels; that which
originally led to the Pacific—the Straits of Ma-
gellan. From their entrance on the Atlantic to
Cape Pillar on the Pacific, is estimated to be
from three to four hundred miles. The breadth
varies from eight to twenty miles. The water is
deep, the anchorage good, the surface generally
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thing that might have a tendency to clear this
matter from the uncertainty at present connected
with it. It is to be hoped, that navy officers,
cruising in the Pacific, will not be backward in
collecting and forwarding information upon the
subject to the editor of the ¢« Military and Naval
Magazine,” which ought to be cherished by the
talent and patronage of both branches of the
service.

From latitude 22° south in the Atlantic, our
ship was followed to Valparaiso by numbers of
petrels, or Cape pigeons. They were of two
kinds, the spotted and the silvery. The first is
tather larger than the domestic pigeon, but, from
the thickness of its plumage, weighs much less.
The feet are three-toed and webbed; the eyes
are black; .the bill hooked, with one exterior
nostril; tail short. The breast is beautifully
white, and the back, wings, and tail, spotted
black and white; and from that circumstance,
Frezier says, the sailors called them damiers, or
draught-boards.* Its motions are graceful. It
sails about the stern of vessels at sea, sometimes
balancing itself upon the wing, and again drop-

* Frezier, Voyage to the South Sea, London, 1717,
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tross caught measured seven feet from the tip of
one wing to the tip of the other.

On the 18th, the latitude was 50° 28’ south
and the longitude 79° 53’ 15" west, and we all
indulged in the hope that we had passed all the
perils and tedium of the Cape; for the long deep
blue swell, which distinguishes the Pacific from
the Atlantic, was now remarked by everybody ;
but we had not yet passed  where Chiloe’s tem-
pests sweep,” and were therefore disappbinted.
On the 19th the barometer s&nk to 2875 inches,
and we soon after had a fresh gale, that rendered
it prudent to “lie to under a close-reefed main-
topsail” On the 20th we furled the main-top-
sail, and lay to under “ the fore and aft sails,”
for the purpose of trying the qualities of the ship
more than from necessity, and it was not till the
24th that we got a fine breeze from the west.
Our position was that day 42° 41’ south latitude,
and 77° 45 west longitude. From that time the
weather remained pleasant, and the winds favour-
able, till we arrived at Valparaiso.












184 THREE YEARS IN THE PACIFIC.

often on our voyage, as the scene of pleasure !”
exclaimed some: “ I feel no inclination to go
ashore at such a looking place. It resembles a
brick-kiln more than a town! If the lee coast
be no bétter than this, I have seen:enough of
the Pacific.”

Such were the remarks of those who had
never twirled in the waltz with the fair Chilé-
nas, nor expérienced the hospitality of a Chile
reception. Yet they have all since learned
that social pleasures may be totally independent
of locality and scenery, whatever may be their
influence upon the imagination and the mind.

On approaching the coast, the land is seen, in
clear weather, above the clouds, capped with
snow, even befare the Jine of coast is perceived
above the horizon. At sunrise, the chain of
‘the gigantic Cordilleras is seen many miles at
sea, in their natural and desolate grandeur.
Soon after the sun rises, the land is shrouded
by a curtain of mist, and it often happens that
fifty or sixty miles are passed over before the
high land of the coast is descried. As it is ap-
proached, we find it rocky, standing up broken
and wild from the very margin of the ocean.
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- This bay, which opens to the north, is bound-
ed by a land-line resembling the curve of a
sickle, the longer part of which is to the north,
and is ultimately lost in the coast; the shorter
curve terminates in what is called Valparaiso
Point. From it, across the mouth of the bay
to the northern point, called Concon, is nine
miles. The anchorage is in the south-western
part of the bay. In the shorter curve, or oppo-
site to the anchorage, is sheltered under the
high land, “La ciudadd y el puerto de Valpa-
raiso.” Scarcely allowing room for a single -
street along the beach, the hills rise perpendi-
cularly a hundred and fifty feet, then fall back
and continue to rise at an angle of about
twenty-five degrees. On their very summit is
erected a signal-staff, or telegraph, which stands
two thousand feet above the sea* The high
land is continuous entirely round the bay, but
is thrown into waves or undulations; and in
several places is broken into deep glens or
gorges, called “quebradas,” which embouche
close to the water’s édge.

In front of the anchorage is a high bluff’ or

* Porter’s Journal.
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built that part of the town called the “ Almen-
drdl,” or Almond Grove. The name led the
- traveller before alluded to into a supposition
that the groves seen from the anchorage are of
almond-trees, but there are not more than two
trees of the kind in the place. What he saw
are the « Olivéares,” or plantations of olive-trees,
of which there are five or six in different parts
of this section of the town. At the end or
bottom of the Almendrdl is seen the road to
Santiago, mounting in a zigzag line over the
hills, or “ Altos de Valparaiso.” At the foot of
the «altos” is a small brook, nearly dry in sum-
mer, but which in winter swells to a large
stream almost worthy the name of river.

To the northward and eastward, and about
three miles from the bottom of the Almendrél,
is a small fort, under the guns of which, in
1814, the United States ship Essex was cap-
tured by the British, after a gallant resistance
of a superior force, and under other unequal
circumstances.* In the same direction, the
Peak of Aconcigua, the Bell of Quillota, and
the great chain of the Cordilleras, crowned with

* Porter’s Journal.
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implicit reliance is placed upon the indications
of changes in the weather afforded by the ba-
rometer: so soon as it begins to fall, even when
the surface of the mercury becomes concave,
north wind and rain may be most confidently
expected ; particularly if the land to the north-
ward be distinetly visible. During the rest of
the year, the wind prevails from the southward,
and blows at times so strongly that ships drag
to sea, from the anchoring ground being a de-
clivity ;— the same winds bring with them such
quantities of dust, that the eyes of people walk-
ing the streets suffer severely.

Previous to 1830, the landing was upon the
sand beach. In that year a very commodious
jetty was built, under the direction of an officer.
of the Chilian Navy, who is by birth and educa-
tion an American. In less than a year after
it was finished, those piles which were not, de-
fended by copper were completely reduced to
a honeycomb state, by a curious little animal,
called an auger-worm (Zerrido navalis), from
the resemblance its head bears to the common
auger. It is small, white, and almost gelati-
nous, with the exception of the head, which is
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of the houses on the main street are good twes
story buildings, occupied on the ground-floor
by stores and ware-rooms. In the eastern part
of the port, and in the Almendril, the houses
are only one story high. They are all built of
“ adobes,” or sun-dried bricks, white-washed,
and roofed with red tiles.

“The great square or plaza is small. Lately,
it has been much improved by being peaved,
and by the erection of a “ Cabildo,” or govern=
ment house, on one side of it. During the
early part of the day, the plaza is filled with
trunks made of hide, full of fruit, vegetables,
and baskets of poultry. The market is perbaps
the best, and is certainly the cheapest, onr the
coast. Beyond the plaza, is a second market-
place, formed of booths, ranged in the form of
a hollow square, where are sold butcher’s meats,
as well as vegetables and fruits. The native
method of butchering is very different from
ours: instead of cutting the animal into joirts-
and pieces, the large muscles are dissected out-
separately, which is well adapted to the ways
of Chilian cookery. Butcher’s meat is also
hawked about the town on jackasses, which






144 THREE YEARS IN THE PACIFIC.

classes. The Madeira nut, and a large species
of chestnut, are very plenty. There is another
nut, called “ pifién,”* very similar to the chest-
nut in taste. The vegetables are, potatoes,
yucas, cabbages, caulifiowers, cucumbers, ra-
dishes, pumpkins, tomatoes, lettuce, celery,
peas, beans, &c. Neither the fruits nor vege-
tables, owing to some peculiarity of soil, possess
the same excellence of flavour as those of Eu-
rope and the United States. The best are the
grapes and figs. The fruit-trees are never
grafted: it is but reasonable to suppose that
greater care in their cultivation would very
much improve the taste and size of the fruits.

Besides all the good things of the land men-
tioned, the bay and its neighbouring coasts fur-
nish the market with a variety of fine fish.
Many of the molluscous animals taken on jthe

* In Spanish, the tilde ( ~ ) over the =, gives to the word
in which the % occurs the same sound as if it were followed,
in English, by the letter y; thus, pifion is pronounced
pinyone ; nifia, as if written ninya; mafana, as if written
manyana ; Dofia, as if written Donya, &c.

As I cannot take the liberty of changing the Spanish
orthography, I have thought best to give the above ex-

planation now, that the reader may not be at a loss
whenever the 7% occurs in the course of this work. ’
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In front of the landing and jetty is the cus-
tom-house, lately erected, and well adapted ¢o
the purposes for which it was intended ; and to
the left are the “ capitanfa,” or captain of the
port’s office, and the “resguardo,” a department
of the enstom-house. There is always a crowd
of boatmen sauntering about this spot, ready to
make themselves useful when there is any pro-
spect of remuneration. They are stout, braway,
athletic men, with good-humoured faces of a
light olive complexion; from foreign sailors they
have acqaired English enough to make them-
selves understood, and to annoy every stranger
who passes. The moment an Englishman or
an American comes in sight, a half.dozem of
these men run forward, calling, “ You want
boty—me boty very fine,” at the same time
rolling up the legs of their trowsers to be im
readiness to launch one of the whale-boats from
the row constantly drawn up on the beach &0
the right of the jetty. If the stranger main-
‘tain silence, the beatmen danee down before
him, looking inquisitively in his face, and if they
discover he really wishes to embark, they rush,
each to his respective boat, and helding up one
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apron, something like that of a blacksmith, and
loose trowsers reaching just below the knee.
He carries a pole about six feet long, armed
with an iron curve or hook, before him, lying
crosswise. A small tinkling bell, attached to
the saddle, gives notice of his approach. These
men, apparently the happiest and steadiest fel-
lows in the world, manifest a sort of indifference
or nonchalance for everything around themj;
having learned a lesson of patience from the
animal they drive, they are never in haste, nor
can they be induced to move out of their ac-
customed pace. When the water-carrier stops,
and removes one of the barrels, to prevent the
other from dragging the saddle round, he props
it with the pole which he carries for that pur-
pose. Water is worth a real (twelve and a half
cents) the “ cargo” or load.

The muleteers also wear cone-shaped straw
hats, “ ponchos,” breeches that extend below
the knee, “botas” or leggings, and hide sandals,
with great spurs, the rowels of which are fre-
quently three and even four inches in diameter.
The “ poncho” is an oblong piece of cloth, from
six to ten feet long, and from three to five
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and “peones,” muleteers and labourers, vary-
ing only in the fineness of the texture aceord-
ing to the wearer’s purse. The spurs of the
poorest class are of iron; but the ambition of
every man in Chile is to obtain, next to a fine
horse, a pair of huge silver spurs. The mules
are covered on either side with thick pads of
unsheared sheep-skins, upon which the load is
lashed by thongs or ropes of hide. That he
may stand quiet when laden or unladen, the
muleteer blindfolds the animal by throwing
the poncho over his eyes. It is curious to
see¢ laden mules coming in from the country.
They are strung together, one behind the other,
by a hide-rope or halter, leading from the tail
of the one to the neck of the other in succes-
sion, with a space of about ten feet between
them. '

The costume of gentlemen, when attending
to business, generally consists of a short jacket
of white or blue cloth, according to the season,
“and a felt or straw hat, of Manila or Guayaquil
manufacture, not differing in other respects
from that of the United States. The young






152 THREE YEARS IN THE PACIFIC.

of wood that answer the place of. stirrups,
guiding his docile animal ; ladies in their walk-
ing-dress, with parasol, and-followed by little
Indian servants from Arauco; the * dulcéro,”
or vender of sweetmeats, crying ¢ dulces;”
« mercachifles,” or pedlars, with loads of ri-
bands and trifles, praising in stentorian voices
the cheapness of their goods; sailors riding
horses that might be taken for the descendants
of the famed “ Rocinante,”* pushing and spur-
ring on in spite of all obstacles. Fancy all
these, and you may have an idea of Valparaiso,
near the landing, on a week-day morning.

At four o’clock in the afternoon the streets
are almost deserted. At that hour business
ceases ; the natives take the ¢ siésta,” or after-
noon nap, and foreigners go home to dine. At
sunset the world wakes up, and the street be-
comes again animated. The chandler makes
his appearance, bearing a load of dirty tallow
candles, strung on a pole over his shoulder,
crying “ Velas de sebo,”—tallow candles; and

* This word is in perfect keeping with the whole of that
inimitable work of Cervantes, Don Quixote; it is derived.
from rocin, which signifies a hack horse, and ante, before or
formerly.
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and crowds of people assemble to enjoy it with
him. On Saturday nights the streets are par.
ticularly gay. The plaza is sprinkled over with
flat baskets of shoes, ranged with great care,
,and lighted by a tallow candle stuck upon
their sides : it is a custom of great antiquity for
ladies to repair there to purchase shoes, for it
is said the Chilénas require a new pair every
week. The size is ascertained by measuring
them with the spread fingers; and perhaps
experience, gained by the frequency of fitting
themselves, is of considerable advantage.

Even until very late at night, men are heard
crying through the street * aceitinas,” olives;
and “picéntes,” morsels of meat and vegeta-
bles highly spiced. Both during the day and
night, beggars sit at the corners, with their
feet drawn up beneath them, their hands in an
imploring posture, crying in a whining nasal
tone to every passer by, “ Una limésna por un
pobre, por el amor de Dios”—alms for a poor
man, for God’s sake. These appeals, however,
are seldom heeded. On Saturdays it is a uni-
versal custom, I believe, in all South America,
as well as in Spain, for beggars to throng the
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CHAPTER II.

Society. -Introduction to a Family.—Costume.—Furniture.
—Maté. — Singing.—Cigars.— Presenting of Flowers.—
Leave-taking.—Traits of Character.—A Day visit~—Anec-
dote.—Tertilia on a Sunday Evening.—Dancing.—¢ El
cuéindo.”—¢ La Perdiz.”—Foreign Society. '

.THE conventional customs of society in Val-
paraiso differ in many respects from those of
the United States. Day . visiting, except on_
Sundays, is not usual ; which is the reverse with
us, that day being set aside for the worship of
the Deity: yet, on becoming intimately ac-
quainted with any family, it may be visited at
all times, without any one thinking it improper,
or even hazarding a conjecture as to the motive,
should the calls be frequent. At sunset the
ladies are generally prepared to receive com-
pany, and expect it. The history of my first
vigit will give a better idea of the forms of
society, than a simple rehearsal of them.
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placing a “brazéro,” or copper pan of well-
burned charcoal, near the sofa, with a basket,
made- for the purpose, turned over it, upon
which they rest their feet, or even sit. .As we
entered the apartment, which was high and
airy, the ladies on the sofa ceased their con-
wersation, and bent forward in formal salutation,
a8 my conductor said, “ Como pasan ustedes,
Sefioritas? Un Amigo !”"—* How do you da,
ladies? A friend”—pointing to me as he pro-
nounced the last word. The lady who was
humming, curtsied and took a chair.

“ Que fresquito es la noche, Don Samuel "
The evening is a little coal, Don Samuel,—ask
your friend to be seated,” said the eldest lady
to my cicerone, and then resumed the conversa-
tion for a moment with the three young ladies,
who were her daughters. I felt very much as
if I were not welcome, from the cold receptiom
we had received. Presently long tallow candles
with thick wicks were brought in, and one set
upon each of the tables placed under the
mirrors; this gave me an opportunity to survey
the arrangement of the furniture already men-
tioned. A glance showed me that the three
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seemed to manifest great interest in all my
replies, expressing a hope that I would be
pleased with Chile.

“ Que seré la gracia de usted, Caballéro?”—
“ What is your (christened) name, Cavalier?”
asked Dofia Carmencita, the eldest daughter.
« Francisco, para servir a usted, Seforita,”—
“ Francis, at your service, miss,” I replied.

« Are you fond of music, Don Francisco ?”

“Yes, very. Do you play ?”

« A little.” Then she requested her youngest
sister, Dofia Ignacita, to play * alguna cosita,”
some little thing. The young lady obeyed the
request as if it had been a mandate, opened the
piano, and played several waltzes, at the end of
each of which Don Samuel said, “ Mui bien,
Seforita”—* Very well, miss.”

She was interrupted by a female servant, (a
slattern by the way,) bringing in a tray of  tea
and maté, followed by a young Indian girl from
Arauco bearing a silver Zsalver of cakes, &c.
The Araucains, when taken and instructed
young, make excellent servants; and there is
scarcely a family without one in its service, par-
ticularly where there are young ladies. = This
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the outer rind of orange or lemon peel, or pieces
of cinnamon, are placed in a globular vessel
holding about a gill, and boiling water is pour-
ed in upon them. The vessel containing the
infusion, termed “a maté,” is either entirely of
silver, or of a small gourd, banded with silver,
supported by a stem and plate of the same
metal. A silver cover, perforated with a hole
for the passage of the “ bombilla,” and secured
to the side by a chain, serves to retain the heat
and aroma of the plant. The “bombilla” is a
tube from ten to twelve inches long, terminated
at one end by a bulb (not unlike that of a ther-
mometer) pierced with many small holes ; like
# the maté,” it is silver, or consists of a cane
tube with a metal bulb.

Such is the-apparatus from which the elderly
Chilénas sip, or rather suck their favourite be-
verage, at a temperature very little below that
of boiling water. Dofia Juana took ¢ the
maté,” and after two or three sips, offered it
to me, to try whether it were pleasant ; how-
ever willing I might have been to receive the
tube into my mouth, immediately after coming
frem the pouting lips of her daughters, I must
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in the preference, though I do not think maté
‘disagreeable to the taste. The whole was car-
rtied out at the expiration of a few minutes.
‘Maté drinking, or rather sipping, is fast going
-out of fashion, and in the Aaut fon is now sel-
dom used.

Dona Panchita, the second sister, played
several marches, and then Dofia Carmencita,
upon our solicitation, took her seat at the in-
strument, ran her fingers over the keys, and
accompanied herself in Rossini’s “ O dolee in-
grata patria.” She sang with skill, and ex-
ecuted with much taste ; but she had the nasal
enunciation, which is very general with all the
Chilénas when they sing, and which is exceed-
ingly disagreeable to those unaccustomed to it.’

The music had the effect of removing in a
considerable degree the restraint which I felt
at our reception. The first waltz on the piano
dispelled the stiffness of « conversation, which
was afterwards carried on during the whole
evening with great vivacity. '

When Doia Carmencita ended her song, a
small silver globe, (supported on'a stem and
plate, like the maté-cup,) holding a single coal,
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their entrance, except that the ladies rose from
their seats and embraced their female guests
one after the other. Yet the conversation was
soon very animated, dresses were eriticised, the
theatre spoken of ; and it was mentioned as a
profound secret, that a ball was to be given by
some one of their mutual friends. Then the
subject changed to the indispositioxi of some
one of the family, and each lady recited
a long list of remedies which were infalli-
ble, relating how such a one had suffered
from the same disease. I inferred from the
whole discussion, that a violent quack medicine
ealled ‘ Panquimagogo” was the most effec-
tual, as well as the most popular, of all reme-
dies in all diseases. ,

Soon after the arrival of the ladies and gen-
tlemen, ices, cakes, liqueurs, and water, were
served to all. The conversation did not flag;
and I was impressed with the fact, that the
ladies frequently displayed considerable arch-
ness and humour in their remarks; and this
I found to be the case in all my intercourse
with Chilian society.

Just before taking leave, Dofia Ignacita left
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“ When you please, Cavalier,” she replied ; and
turned to my friend Don Samuel, and said,
« No olvide usted la noche de Domingo, y diga
3 su amigo, que venga tambien.” — ¢ Don’t
forget Sunday night, and tell yodr friend to
come also !” :

-Such are generally the events and ceremo-
nies of a first visit on a week-day evening. It
will be observed, that I was introduced as a _
friend, without my name being mentioned, nor
was any other than my Christian name asked
until my third or fourth visit. After that the
_ flowers are not given, unless other strangers
be present, when the old acquaintances also
receive the compliment in common with the
rest of the company. There is something so
very amiable in the character of the Chilénas,
that it is almost impossible not to be pleased
in their society. Foreigners who are unable to
speak Spanish well, are always treated with the
greatest indulgence as respects errors of speech,
and always receive encouragement from the
ladies ; they anticipate a part of the sentence
when they observe the speaker embarrassed,
but never in such a way as to make him feel
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face. On my entrance, she laid her bair behind
her ears, and closed her book. Her sisters
pushed aside their work, and adjusted their
shawls and dresses.

The shawl of a Chilian belle is a most rebel-
lious and troublesome article of dress, for it
will be constantly slipping off the shoulder, and
so disclose a pretty neck and upper part of the
bust, which the young ladies are ever anxious
to conceal. Ladies never pursue their needle- -
work in the presence of strangers, or rather
visitors, as it is considered impolite ; from this
circumstance, foreigners have charged them
with being idle. Yet, when it is recollected:
that there are no mantua-makers in Chile, and
that the ladies make their own dresses, they
must be exonerated from that accusation.
They are always neat in the decoration of their
feet ;—silk stockings are universally worn.

‘Dofia Carmencita apologised for the state of
her parure, saying that she had just been wash«
ing her hair in a solution or suds of « quillai,”
and it had not yet dried. The “ quillai” is the
bark of the Quillaja, Saponaria Molina, a large
tree growing at the foot of hills, and in the
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costly wines, to an amount so great that she
thought her beau would not have money
enough in his purse to pay, she called the host
aside, (whom she knew well,) and told him not
to permit the gentleman to leave the house till
he had paid, nor to accept from him any other
pledge than his pantaloons; for which service
the landlord was to receive a douceur. The
young gentleman’s purse could not cover one
half the amount of the charge, and mine host
vowed that he must have the whole before he
left. - The young gentleman offered his watch
in pledge, which was obstinately refused. The
marquesa grew impatient at the delay, and
urged her beau to make haste, or she would
leave him. The landlord demanded the panta-
loons. The young gentleman was indignant,
and referred the case to his fair enchantress,
who, after some coaxing, persuaded him to
yield his pantaloons, roll his cloak about him,
and accompany her home. He consented. She
delighted the victim of her sport with her lively
Jeux d’esprit as they walked along, and at last
ushered him into a splendidly furnished room,
occupied by abrilliant party of ladies and gen-
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“Puez si, Sefior!” which serves as a starting
point for conversation.

On a Sunday evening, I accompanied my
friend Don Samuel “to assist” at the terttlis
given weekly by Dofia Juana. We found a
number of ladies and gentlemen, old and young,
pretty and plain, already assembled. The ladies
were ranged, seated facing each other, in a long
file, extending across the room, the appearance
of which. was much . improved by the carpet
being spread entirely over the « petite,” or mat.
In the United States the carpets are always
taken up for soirées or tertilias (preferring the
latter word), when dancing forms a part of the
amusement ; but here, on the contrary, they are
always spread for that purpose, and kept rolled
up to one side of the apartment at other times.
Even at public balls, the dancing-room is always
carpeted ; the reason for this practice is that
the floors are of tiles.

The gentlemen were slowly pacing the apart-
ment, standing in squads of two or three, or -
conversing with the ladies; and two or three
were walking in the balcony smoking * hojitas.”

The ladies, now laughing and talking, had
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has been sparing in bestowing pérsomil beauties,
by the use of those  afeftes ?” - .
- _Tea, coffee, &ec. were served as with us, _and
afterwards one of the ladies took a seat at the
piano. While she was preluding, a gentleman,
styled “ el bastonéro,” (who is some intimate self-
elected for the evening,) cried out, « Contra-
danza, Sefores :”—¢ Contradance, gent]einén "
upon which intimation, they led forth their
partners and stood up in order. The music
commenced; the time ‘that of a slow waltz,
That the grace and:beauty of the *contra-
danza” may be appfeciated, it must be seen;
the figures are so various, and some of them
so intricate or labyrinth-like, that I will not
attempt to describe them ; they -exhibit what
might be termed the very poetry of the
Terp‘si,ch.orean art. The contradance was fol-
,lowed'by quadrilles and waltzing.

“ Dulces,” or sweetmeats of various kinds, are
served during the evening, in a manner that is
peculiar (so far as I know) to the south-west -
coast of this continent. A large shallow dish
of “ dulces,” placed on a silver salver, with a
number of small forks of the same metal, is
offered round to the company, each lady con-
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With these lines ends the minuet ; the allegro
follows, and the step changes to a shuffle or
quick beating of the feet, called * zapateando,”
or shoeing it, to the following lines, while one
or two persons beat time with their palms upon
the top of the piano ;— :
« Cuando seré esa dia

De aquella feliz mafiana

Que nos lleven a los dos

El chocolate a la cama.

Cuando | cuando!
Cuando | mi vida, cuando !”

With these lines the figure changes from the
minuet, the dancers advance towards and re-
treat from each other, move round dos @ dos,
“ zapateando” in time, waving their kerchiefs
in the right hand, left arm akimbo, whole
figure leaning forward, eyes and face cast down,
till at last the gentleman, with a gallant coupé
of the foot, seizes the lady’s hand, dodges under
her, arm, and both gain their seats amijdst the
plaudits of the company. ¢ Otra, otra,”—
Another, another, exclaim a dozen voices, and
the floor is occupied by another cduple, and the
dance is again repeated. The andante verse of
the song contains an accusation of ingratitude,
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The following stanzas are sometimes sub-
stituted both for allegro and andante:

« Cuando, cuando,

Cuando yo me muere
No me lloren los parientes
Lloren me las Alembiques
Donde sacan aguardientes.”

Allegro.

« A la plata me remito,
Lo demas es boberia,
Andar con la boca seca
E la barriga vacial”

There is another dance, called *la perdiz,”
which sometimes follows the ¢ cuando,” and
occasionally takes its place. It is performed
with the accompaniment of beating time with
the palms, and singing the following verses to
rather a lively air:

«“ Hay! dela perdiz, madre,
Hay! de la perdiz,
Que se la lleva, el gato,

Y el gato—mis, mis—
Ven aca, ven aca, mis, mis.”

The step is similar to that exhibited in the
“ cuando.” When the above lines are con-
cluded, the dancers stand opposite to each
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social cordiality, the freedom from restraint,
and the general enjoyment afforded at the
“ tertdlias” and “ reunidnes” of Chile.

The English-speaking foreigners in Valpa-
raiso, who pretend to be ‘of - substance, and
~ somewhat aristocratical withal, have formed
little coteriés amongst themselves, and never
admit the Chilians into their society; except on
some  grand occasion, or unless the ladies are
married to some Englishman or North ‘Ame-
rican; ~All the English' arid American ladies
here are married; therefore, the young men
seek ‘amusement in-'the society of ‘the natives;
at-least till' they acquire the language. Few of
them are able to speak it on their arrival, and
even after a long residence in the country they
rarely learn to speak well. - The Germans and
French possess ‘an innate power, and naturally
more industry for acquiring languages; and
perhaps greater facilities than others; we gene-
rally find them speaking with grammatical pro-
priety, and often with elegance, though not
with the purity of accent often attdined by the
Americans and English.

A difference of education and religion, a
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Considering the discordant materials of which
it is composed, the foreign society may be pro-
nounced good. The English abroad, so far as
I have seen, generally assume a higher stand
than they have held or can hold at home ; and
adopting the maxim of Hamlet—* assume a
virtue if you have it not,”—set up for dis-
tinction, and, from their efforts to gain it, very
often deserve it. North Americans are occa-
sionally obnoxious to similar remarks. There
is a jealousy between the two nations that
sometimes peeps forth ; —in fact, there is a dis-
agreeable sort of surveillance mutually exercised
by the people of both sides of the water.
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that of the United States, except that the wheels
are clumsy, and of a stronger construction. It
frequently happens that the gig, from rough
treatment, is sadly shattered, and in consequence
almost covered with thongs of hide, running in
different directions, to keep it from tumbling
to pieces. The one selected for our journey
had a neat green body, hung low, with a gilt
wreath ‘running round the panels; the top was
broad, and hung forward so. much that it
afforded us ample protection both from sun
and rain.

The gear of the team is rather peculiar. * The
horse placed in the shafts is harnessed in the
ordinary manner, with the éxception of having
a short leading rein, held by a postillion, who
rides a8 horse attached on the left side by a
swingle-tree. His saddle, like all those of the
country, rises high before and behind, affording
a secure seat, and is composed of several pieces ;
first, a rough wooden tree is put on over two or
three back-cloths, and then as many  pillons,”
or sheep-skins dressed with the wool on, and
dyed of various colours, are placed overit. The
whole is secured by a girth made of a dozen
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only two can ride together, he always has the
privilege of selecting his travelling companion.
In 1826, the gig, horses, &c. were hired to go
from Valparaiso to Santiago for seventeen dol-
lars; owing to the increase of commerce, and
the consequent necessity of more frequent com-
munication between the port and the capltal
the price is reduced to ten. :

About one o’clock p. M., our “ capatiz” (sort
of prefect or overseer) brought the gig to the
door; and, having seen our trunks carefully
lashed with thongs of hide to the sides of a pair
of patient baggage-mules, we mounted. ‘While
chatting with our friends, and giving occasional
directions about the mules, our vehicle was
well stowed with what are called “ encomién-
das,” or small packages directed to various
persons in Santiago. We were seated; the
postillion looked back, nodded his head, and
said, interrogatively, “Ya vamos, Sefiores ?”—
“Do we start now, gentlemen ?” We answered,’
“ Vamos.” He bestowed his whip right and
left, and we trotted off as fast as the many ob-
structions from mules and carrétas crowded in
the narrow street would allow. On reaching
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wise betwixt his lips, while he struck fire by
the aid of a small-horn of tinder, and in a little
while both Pepé, and Manuel the second peon,
were quietly smoking.

Pepé was a stout, well-formed youth, about
five feet six inches high, and perhaps twenty
years old. He possessed an amiable though
somewhat serious face, with .good teeth, and a
cheek like a dirty peach. He had a new ging-
ham jacket, which he was desirous of protecting
from the dust, and therefore tied two corners of
a handkerchief under his chin, allowing it to
hang down behind like a cloak. Manuel was
perhaps younger, equally vigorous, but pos-
sessed of a most roguish countenance, though
not less healthful than that of his companion
in fact, he was a frolicsome-looking youth,
with ‘well-turned limbs. These two “ peénes”
seemed to be the best friends in the world, and
had I not inquired as to the fact, I should have
thought they were brothers; for during the
whole journey, they were always ready to strike
fire for each other, and perform a thousand
other little friendly offices. The “ capataz” was'
a man of about thirty, stout, well-made, and six
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of a deep quebrida, at the bottom of which
runs a pebbled brook. Though a considerable
toll is levied for keeping it in repair, it is sadly
out of order. Every laden mule entering into
or going out of Valparaiso pays a “ medio”®
(about threepence). This tax is sold yearly
by the government at auction'; the purchaser
eollects the toll, and the government engages to
keep the road in good travelling condition.
Yet in winter it is rarely travelled in safety ;
for the rains of a single night swell the streams,
and, carrying off the fragile bridges, render the
road impassable till the waters subside. In the
winter of 1827, intercourse between Santiago
and the port was suspended from this cause
for several days. '

* The coins of Chile are all of gold or silver. Banks and
bank notes are unknown. ’

Gold. Dolrs. Silver. Dolrs.
Onza, equalto 17 25 Peso, equalto 1 00
Media Onza, do 8 62§ Dos reales, do 25 -
Doblon, do 4 31} Real, do 123
Escudo, do 2 153 Medio, do 6}
Cuartillo, do . S

The dollar is rare. The small pieces are irregularly
clipped, and familiarly called ¢ cut money.”
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afloat. Pepé commenced a song in the nasal
yet melancholy tone of the country, accompa-
nied by the jingle of his huge spurs and the
rattling of the wheels over the hard dry ground.

My companion, as well as myself, during the
slow ascent of the hill, had sunk back, each into
his corner; he enjoyed a sort of reverie, enve.
loped in the smoke of a cigar, which stole quiet-
ly upwards in a little blue stream from the cor-
ner of his mouth, while I watched the horses’
heads as they alternately nodded up and down;
for I found nothing to look at but the ascent
before us. We now both roused up, and look-
ed back at the bay and the ocean, and then for-
ward. The country, as far as the eye could
reach, was uncultivated, barren, and irregular.
We saw now and then a solitary palm-tree
waving its beautiful green head on the breeze.
Our horses, mules, and capat4z had dlsa.ppeared
in some of the gullies or by-roads.

This palm is very valuable, supplying a sub-
stitute for honey in a country where there are
no bees. It grows from forty to fifty feet
high ; the limbs all spring upwards from the
top, and, falling over, form a graceful round
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to the sound, that they are unwilling to move
without it. The body of the cart is fourteen
or fifteen feet long, by six or seven broad,
covered over with an arching canopy, made of
canes or wattled straw, having small square
holes cut in the sides as look-out places, while
the front and rear are left open. It is drawn
by from four to six oxen, yoked by the horns,
the first pair of which support the tongue of
the carréta.

The' driver, or capatdz, wears a cone-shaped
hat, poncho, and a pair of bragas, sustained
above the loins by a sash; they fall a little
below the knee, and, being cut straight, the
inner seam applies itself close to the leg, while
the outer one stands afar off. The legs are
bare ; the feet are protected by sandals of un-
tanned leather, or shoes made somewhat after the
fashion of the moccasin of the North American
Indian. He is armed with a pole ten or twelve
feet long, pointed with a nail or piece of sharp
iron, with which he guides his cattle; each one
of the team has a name, and if not obedient
when called, is made to feel the point of the goad.

The carrétas we came up with were laden
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children ran along beside us, holding out flow-
ers, and crying “ Toma, Sefiores; un real”—
# Take (them), gentlemen; a real.” Though it
was rather cool, the present of flowers was ro-
mantic enough; but the call for the real re-
minded me of one of the letters of Miss Biddy
Fudge:
« This is all that’s occurr’d sentimental as yet,
Except, indeed, some little flower-nymphs we’ve met,
Who disturb one’s romance with pecuniary views,
Flinging flowers in your path, and then bawling for sous /”’
The post of Pefiuelas is three leagues from
Valparaiso, and nine hundred and forty-one
feet above the level of the sea. Here there is
an inn, at which many who ride thus far for
pleasure stop. Here we found a table spread
with cold corned-beef, ham, tongue, &c., and a
half-dozen English midshipmen, from one of
the men-of-war in the harbour, amusing them-
selves by endeavouring to throw the «lazo.”
Their frequent failures served to set off the
dexterity with which our “ peones” caught the
horses which were to relieve those ridden thus
far. The «lazo” is a hide-rope, ten or twelve
yards long, with a running noose at one end,
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discern no house. The fire was surrounded by
the carretéros, or teamsters; some were seated
on the ground, with their feet drawn up, and
their hands locked in front of their knees ; some
were standing with arms folded ; others reclined
upon an elbow, gazing at the burning faggots ;

and others, again, were moving about, silently
arranging the provender for the cattle. The
bales of straw had been brought from the car-

rétas, and . the oxen stood peacefully chewing
the cud, having satisfied their appetite on this .
meagre fare. Small earthen pans, or * ollas,”
placed on tripods of stones, were stewing and
sending forth a savoury smell of garlic; and two
or three pieces of * charqui,” or Jerked beef,

were broiling on the coals.

As we drew near to enjoy the benefit of the
fire, for the air had grown chill as November,
several dogs made a furious attack upon us,
but were at once recalled by an authoritative
voice: “ Ay! perro, ush — perro — grandisi-
ma *****1” The last superlative epithet
(which would soil our page) being followed
by a stone, the curs slunk away, and lay down
under the carts. So soon as the uproar sub-
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in the shafts trotted at a rapid rate, those under
the saddle went at a hand-gallop. The road
was now hard, smooth, and perfectly level.
By the light of the stars, we could perceive
that the capatdz kept the relief horses and
mules trotting on ahead. For the greater part
of the way, Pepé and Manuel relieved each
other in low plaintive ditties, which were unin-
telligible to us on account of the rattling of
the wheels, the pattering of hoofs, and the
jingle of spurs. Whenever we passed a bi-
vouac, such as above described, Manuel always
hailed with the greatest good-humour, and was
always answered in some gay saying.

In this manner we rode four leagues, which
brought us to the * pueblo” of Casablanea,
through the street of which we drove at a
round rate, amidst the uproar of barking dogs.
As we passed the houses, we saw, through the
wide-open doors, by the dim light of a tallow
candle burning in each, the figures of men and
women, rolled in ponchos and shawls, saunter-
ing about the rooms. Not an individual was
induced by curiosity to come to the street to
gape at our noisy party, as I think would
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settee, which filled the space between the side
walls ; at the other was the entrance, and a
small table with glasses and bottles.

The Frenchman sat at one end of the settee,
picking his teeth with a fork, while the old
Spaniard lolled at the other, smoking an * hoja”
cigar; both were listening to the little Chiléno,
who was walking up and down, puffing at
intervals, when we entered. The party sa-
luted us very politely, asked us to be seated,
and then the Chiléno continued his recital.
Feroni inquired, * Cavaliére, que quieren us-
tedes cenar ?”—meaning, “ Gentlemen, on what
will you sup?” Having ascertained our wishes
on that head, he retired, and brought in a
large copper pan of well-burnt charcoal, which
was. quite welcome to our benumbed fingers
and toes.

After the fire had infused a little suppleness
into my limbs, I walked forth to survey the
premises while our supper was preparing. The
house is one story high, built around a ¢ patio,”
or court-yard, into which open several small
sleeping-rooms, the travellers’ room, a passage
to the kitchen, and another to the stable-yard.
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performed by a donkey : the cream is put into
large gourds or dry skins, placed on his back,
and then the animal is kept trotting round the
yard till the butter is made. In this art they
seem not to have advanced a single step since
its discovery ; for we are told that a conntry-
man somewhere lost a large jug of cream by
carrying it for a distance on a hard-trotting
horse, which accident led to the. important
invention of churns and butter. A friend told
me, that he had presented, some years ago, a
Yankee churn to a family residing near the
capital, and taught them to use it. So long as
it was a novelty they were pleased, but at the
end of a few weeks they decided that the
donkey made butter just as well, and conse-
quently threw it aside!

Casablanca is situated in the midst of a vast
plain, which is well irrigated, and produces
quantities of wheat, butter, cheese, apples,
peaches, pears, &c. It is ten leagues from
Valparaiso, and consists of two long streets
which meet at right angles ; in the elbow thus
formed stand the church and the curate’s
dwelling, which opens on a grass .plot in front.
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At daylight, according to direction, the ca-
pataz knocked at the door, and, holding a lan-
tern up to the window, cried, ¢ Sefor, arriba, ar-
riba "—¢ Up, up, Sir " Feroni had prepared tea
for us, which was a comfort on a cold morning,
and-in which the big Frenchman joined us.
Then, settling himself alone in his gig, rolled
in a large blue cloak, tying a comforter around
his neck, burying his chin in its folds, placing
a little fur cap on his head, well drawn down
in front, leaving no part of his face uncovered,
(for his eyes were defended by a pair of spec-
tacles,) off he drove before us. We took our
seats, almost as well defended as the French-
man, and followed. As we dashed out of the
gate, our wheels broke through a sheet of ice
nearly an inch thick. The sun had not yet
risen above the mountains which encircle the
plain ; the air was calm and piercing ; the sky
was clear blue, and a star still lingered in sight.
Our road lay before us in one long straight
line, of three leagues and a half, to the Cuésta
de Zapita. The‘edges on either hand were
dry, and the trees everywhere leafless.

At the foot of the Cuésta are a number of
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and seven leagues from Santiago. Here we
stopped to breakfast. The posida is a one-
story building, surrounding three sides of a
court or square, having a low corridor, in rather
a decayed condition, running round it. We
found everything very comfortable and clean
—at least for a high road in Chile.

They gave us .for breakfast the universal
“ casuélo,” and a roasted “loma,” with tea and
chocolate. The ¢ casuélo” consists of boiled
chicken, potatoes, onions, carrots, tomatoes, and
eggs; the whole being well seasoned with
grease, aji (a species of capsicum), and a little
garlic. 'The grease and aji are browned in an
“olla,” and poured over the dish. just at the
moment it is served up. In spite of its incon-
gruous materials, to a hungry stomach this
mixture .is far from being despicable, The
“loma” is the tender loin of the bullock, dis-
sected out entire, and roasted on the coals, and
is an exceedingly precious morsel.

In proportion as our appetites succumbed to
the good things placed before us, the French-
man grew communicative. He was the prin-
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fate! The passage of the Cuésta de Zapéta is’
equally dangerous, similar accidents having oc-
curred upon it.

When at the top, the most splendid scene
imaginable broke upon the view. The sky was
cloudless, the atmosphere was clear, and the
azure heavens seemed transparent. The Cor-
dilleras of the Sierra Nevada stood in a mighty
chain before us, rearing their summits 18,000
feet towards the blue vault. The fleecy snows,
the accumulation of ages, hung like a bright
mantle over its rocks and cliffs, falling grace-
fully into the profound gorges and deep glens,
like the folds of a rich drapery. At the base
the capital was perceived, but its towers and
fanes sank into insignificance in presence of
the stupendous mountain! To the right, the
stream of Mapocho stole glittering over the
vega: the Maypo called up the glorious strug-
gle which decided the fate of Chile to be on-
ward in the march of independence ; and ima-
gination arrayed the field with charging ca-
valry and flying squadrons, and the ears rang
with the exulting shouts of victory! To the
left, Colina appeared like a bright speck upon
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. As before, we kedged down: the: cuésta, al-
ways looking at the sc¢ene before us, when not
prevented by winding far into the quebrada;
indeed, it seemed impossible to take the eye
from it. Having passed the cuésta, the read
became level, and we drove rapidly. . . The sun
had ceased to cast his rays on the glittering
mountain, and the curtain of night began to
darken the vega; but the rosy tint- of .the
snow, and the glowing sky above, still remained
when we arrived at the entrance of the city.’
The view of the Andes, which absorbed our
whole attention during the afternoon, leading
the mind into a thousand speculations, left us,
when the day closed, with feelings elevated far
above the ordinary concerns of life. But at
the entrance of the city, all that elevation was
dashed down, and the mind forced intoe a new
channel. The officers of the customs, stationed
at the outskirts of the capital, stopped us. Two
long lank fellows, with broad-brimmed straw
hats tied under the chin, the brim floating
free, and long dark-coloured ponchos, made
their appearance. One held a dirty tallow
candle in one hand, and bent the long lean .
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out of the gig, and let us see what it contains.”
Having seen the fruitless effects of remon-
strance in the case of our companion of the
road, we thought ready compliance might
at least procure us politeness. We there-
fore alighted. My compagnon de voyage had
brought with him a pound of snuff for an
old gentleman in the country, and a box of
cigars for himself; and for which he had a
“ guia,” or permit from the custom-house at
Valparaiso. One of these vigilant officers had
mounted and already opened the gig-box,
when the ¢ guia” was presented to him. The
candle-bearer drew near and stood in front of
the wheel, leaning into the vehicle, while the
other seated himself, and stretching the paper
between his hands, leaned forward to the light
which was now held before it. Both began
reading and spelling the permit, commencing
“ Puerto y Ciudad de Valparaiso y veinto cinco
de Mayo.” Every word was carefully read or
spelled, their heads turning from side to side as
their eyes followed the lines. When they had
finished the perusal, the snuff and cigars were
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cealed . in a lady’s soiled dress, ‘which they:
brought to light from the top of her maid’s
trunk !

. .All this might have been avoided by slipping
a few reals into the hands of these faithful pub-
lic servants, but my companion was anxious far
satisfaction in another way; whether he ever
obtained it I am unable to state.

After the trunks were locked—not without
difficulty, however—and placed again-on the
mules’ backs, we rattled through the streets to
the Fonda Inglésa, right glad to get to our
journey’s end. Here we were doomed to meet
disappointment ; all the rooms were full. Baut,
fortunately, after a little inquiry, we found
furnished lodgings at La Fonda de la Constitu-
cion, nearly opposite, but no' table, so that we
slept in the one house and eat in the other.
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CHAPTER 1V.

Fonda Inglésa and Inmates.— Fonda del Comercio and
Fonda de la Nacion.—Site of Santiago.—Description of
the City.—Its founding.— Plaza.—Shops.—Book-stores.—
Dead Bodies exposed before the Prison early in the Morn-
ing.—Siésta.—Shopping at Night.—Ladies.—Costume.

Tae Fonda Inglésa, or English inn at Santi-
ago, which is one story high, built round a
patio, affords but miserable accommodations ;
the rooms are contracted, dirty, and dark. The
domestic regime of the Fonda reflects but little
credit upon its executive, Don Guillermo, as
the landlord is named. He is a Scotsman, aged
perhaps forty-five, with a Burgundy face and
stooping shoulders, and may be seen at all times
rolled up in a drab lion-skin coat, with mother-
of-pearl buttons, gazing on the billiard-table,
silently smoking a cigar.

The billiard-room is filled for two or three
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English well and rapidly. For some' reason or
other he was dubbed Sir James Mackintosh'!
The opposite end was occupied by a man who
called himself English or American, as occasion
suited. He had been master of a.merchant
vessel, but through misfortune, or sonsething
worse, was sold out. Having lost his money,
as well as his character, with his vessel, .he at
once called into requisition his talent for draw.
ing, and in a very short time gained consider-
able reputation as a miniature-painter. Anobi-
tious in his new art, he quickly took to por-
traits, and, in the opinion of the Chilian public,
painted @ la merveille. How frequently did he
exclaim, “ What an ass I have been to waste my
time on miniatures at two ‘onzas’ a piece, while
I get six for a portrait! My dear sir, these
stupid people judge of the excellence of a pic-
ture only by its size!” o
This gentleman’s pursuits had gained for him
the cognomen of Sir Thomas Lawrence. This
Sir Thomas was a strange compound. He fre-
quently held a colloquy with a large water-dog
while he fed him. On such occasions he would
exclaim, “Poor Pompey ! they say you have
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intended to be cheerful. Then taking his stand
beside the ladies, left foot in advance, left thumb
in the arm-hole of his vest, and his bottle-green
frock thrown back; while the right hand, by
turns, pointed to the picture and stroked his
long visage between the fingers and thumb,
dropping the lower jaw as they reached his
chin, he thus discoursed—* Well, ladies, there’s
a likeness for you !—the mouth almost as rich
as yours, Dofia Panchita—(this was said with a
bow)—and the eye still retains its fire ; it must
have been, when young, like yours, Dofia
Maria ;—(another bow)—then the cheek, pale
to be sure, possesses a ‘no sé que’ that I ad-
mire. What a pity that time should take away
the young bloom from so fine a face! Now,
when 1 look again, I think, Dofia Carmencita,
the cap is rather high, and the bow of riband
on the left side is rather too blue—rvery little
though ;—Don’t you think so, Dofia Rosita ?”
‘ Quien sabe !” replied the laughing girl.
“You are right,ladies,” continued Sir Thomas ;
“ the cap is too high, and the riband a very little
too blue: the ladies for taste in such matters,
after all.” The ladies really thought, as Sir
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cigar-smoking, chitty-chatty fellows as one
might expect to meet with at such an inn.

Only one of the sojourners have I omitted. -
He was Secretary to the M—x—n Legation,
and, in the absence of the Minister, felt himself
elevated almost to a level with his patron,
though nobody in the house would concur with
him ; therefore he treated them all with dignity.
He eat his meals in silence, curled his lip, and
wiped his knife and spoon on a cambric pocket-
handkerchief before he began. Poor fellow !
the ridicule of his fellow-boarders drove him to
housekeeping ; and I am told he keeps no com-
pany, because he thinks no one can appreciate
his talents.

A tall, big-nosed, rosy-cheeked, spectacled
Frenchman sometimes took a seat among us;
he was remarkable for swallowing immense
quantities of lettuce and claret, for cleaning his
nails on his plate with a fork, and lolling back
to pick his teeth between the courses with the
same instrument. :

It is true, these are not of Chilian growth,
but I look upon them as amongst the curiosities
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ices and confectionery. From twelve to three
oclock daily this café is visited by a great
number of business men of the city as well as
strangers.

The strangest mixture of people congregates
here. The gay youth sips his chocolate or
coffee with “bizcochuélo” or cake, beside the
tonsured friar, regaling himself on a mutton-
chop and a bottle of claret. The countenances
of some are severe and business-like ; some light
and careless, and others dignified but mild.
Parties of two, or three, or four, scattered over
the long hall, around small tables, contrast with
* each other; some are talking in low tones,
others are disputatious, others jocular, and
others, again, only argumentative. Such is El
Café del Comercio. Nearly opposite to it is
another, called El Café de la Nacion, which is
not so much frequented. Both are furnished
with billiard-tables. That game is as necessary
to the happiness of a Chiléno, and in fact to
every man with Spanish blood in his veins, as
eating or smoking cigars. '

Having established myself as comfortably
as circumstances would allow, I at once com-
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rica, Mexico, Colombia, Peru, and Chile, pro-
duces a scenery strikingly like that of Spain,
though the portrait is colossal -in :its dimen-
sions. To carry out the comparison, is not the
face of the northern section of the United
States something like that of England? Now,
it is not strange that Chile and Peru should
resemble Spain; but that the countries of
Europe should discover and settle lands similar
to their own is certainly remarkable !

The city is laid out in regular squares of four
hundred and eight feet on each side, separated
by streets forty-two feet broad, and .of course
crossing each other at right angles. Their
direction is nearly east and west, and north and
south. They are paved with round pebbles,
and have a trottoir of wrought flag-stones on
one side. Gutters are left in the eentre,
through which, during part of the day, flow
streams of water from the river Mapocho,
which passes the city on its north and western
sides. These streams are useful in washing
away the filth of the city, which is perhaps the
cleanest in South America. The Mapocho also
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manufactured, have been imported from our
country.

The style of architecture leaves two small
rooms on each side of the ¢ puertacalle,” or
great entrance, originally designed for porter’s
lodge and servant’s room; but now we find
some of the finest dwellings disfigured by
having these apartments rented for “ pulperias,”
(dram-shops,) or for cobblers’ stalls, where may
be seen the disciple of St. Crispin hammering
at his last, and his sluttish wife employed at
her needle, while a half-dozen squalid squalling
brats are sprawling over the floor in filth and
dirt. Whether this proceeds from carelessness
of appearances, or from the desire of increasing
revenue, I will not decide, though I am strongly
inclined to the latter supposition.

The city of Santiago was founded on the
24th of February 1541, by Captain Pedro de
Valdivia, and then called “ Santiago de la
Nueva Estremadura.”* On the outskirts of
- the city there is a small house, sunk below the
level of the street, said to be that occupied by

* Herrera, Hist6ria de las Indias Occidentales.
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At the eastern side of the city is a high
conical hill of granite, called Santa Lucia, upon
which are a fortress, a barrack, and a powder-
magazine. The fortress was built by the Spa-
niards, not very long after the foundation; it
completely commands the city, and was pro-
bably erected to check rebellion and internal
commotions. From the top of this hill, the
city and the vicinity are spread out like a map
at the feet of the beholder, presenting to him
the streets, and the surrounding villas and
gardens, at a single coup d’eil. Almost every
house has a garden attached to it. From this
cause the city extends over much more ground
than an equal population (not exceeding forty
thousand) would require in our country.

The plaza, in Spanish towns, is always a
busy spot. .The fountain in the centre is con-
stantly visited by the “ aguadéres,” filling and
carrying away water; the small retail shops
surrounding the square, filled with a variety of
articles, (for trade has not yet become sub-
divided into branches, as in the large cities of
Europe and the United States,) attract many
purchasers ; along the ¢rottoir are sprinkled
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where the “ peones” resort at night to drink
“ chicha” and “ aguardiente” (brandy), and sing
and dance to the sound of harp and guitar,
disputes frequently arise when the brain be-
comes heated by strong drink. Then the pon-
cho is rolled around the left arm, to be used as
a shield, and the knife, constantly worn at the
back, is seized in the right hand, and the anta-
gonists are encircled by a ring of by-standers, to
see what gentlemen of “ the science of defence”
have been pleased to term fzir play. The dex-
terity in the use of the weapon, which they
manage like a rapier, in the lunge and garde,
is truly surprising. The attack is fierce on
both sides. Death of one of the parties, or
severe wounds, are the certain consequence of
such rencontres; hence it is, that foreigners
are under the impression that assassination is
a common crime amongst Chilénos. Yet the
practice, having strict regard to the term, can
hardly be said to be frequent; for we should
hardly say that a man is assassinated who falls
by an unlucky blow in a fist fight.

After two o'clock, until near sunset, the plaza
is almost deserted, the shops are closed, and
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CHAPTER V.

Tajamar.—Military Academy.—Militia System.—San Lénes.
Alaméda.— An Evening Visit.—Card-playing. — National
Institute.— Schools. — Sociedid Filarménica.— Otavério.

-Procession.—Praying for Rain.—State of Medicine and
Pharmacy.

Avone the bank of the river Mapocho is -
built a wall, about six feet high and four feet
broad, with a walk on the top, paved with small
pebbles, and a parapet next to the water. At
convenient distances are steps from the ground,
made of stone. Krom its offering a barrier to
the waters of the river during the freshets, it is
termed the ¢ Tajamar,” or breakwater ; and is a
fashionable promenade on a Sunday afternoon for
ladies and gentlemen, rich and poor. The whole
world walk on the top of the wall, or rest on the
parapet, gazing at the pomp and grandeur of the
scenery, or at the passing multitude. The river
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of arms by professors who are either French-
men or Englishmen. The pupils are designed
for officers of the army and militia, which is
established on a plan well adapted to instruct
the whole male population of the country in the
use of arms. The men are armed and exercised
every Monday afternoon, in companies and re-
giments, in the Alaméda de la Cahada. As
the shopkeepers are prohibited from opening
their shops on that afternoon till after the
parade be over, the day is facetiously termed
“San Lines,” or Saint Monday. The same
plan is established in every town and village
throughout the country. The review draws
crowds of ladies to witness the evolutions, and
some to see the young beaux in gay uniforms
strutting before their men, whose dark Indian
visages contrast strongly with their entirely
white dress. They are a stout and brave
race ; and from their constant habit of sleeping
in the open air, and faring hardly, make excel-
lent soldiers.

There are several fine military bands, which
add much to the display. It is in the Alaméda
that the whole beauty and fashion of Chile may

-
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opening from the street into a large patio,
paved with small pebbles in such a manner as
to give it the appearance of being tesselated.
Sleeping-rooms look into it from right and left,
while the side parallel with the street, and
farthest from it, is taken up by the ¢ Sala”
and “Cuéddra"—hall and drawing-room. The
* Cuddra” is a large apartment, with a high
ceiling, separated from the *“Sala” by a glass
partition, constructed of large panes, the edges
of which lap over each other, instead of being
secured in a sash. The furniture of the cud-
dra is remarkable for the abundance of chairs
and sofas, ranged in two confronting lines.
There are two mirrors on the same side of the
wall, with a table beneath each, having “ guar-
dabrisas,” or candle-shades, upon them, far too
costly and beautiful to guard from the air the
indifferently clean tallow candles burning in
them. Spermaceti candles are only used on
special occasions, and lamps are seldom seen.
The sala is ‘quite as large as the cuddra itself,
but furnished in a less expensive style. It
is the apartment where the family ordinarily
sit, and receive familiar friends. I passed
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I dl:ew a chair near Dofia Paulita, and seated
myself to observe the game, and enjoy the hu-
mour and wit that were flowing from the good
Canénigo. He possessed an intelligent counte-
nance, keen black eyes, and silky black hair,
and was not more than thirty-five years of age.
His fine figure was displayed in a single-breast-
ed frock-coat, with standing collar, buttoned to
the throat. His tonsure was neat; and, upon
the whole, he was the handsomest as well as
the tidiest priest I remember to have met in
South America.

The game of ““ tenderéte” was soon changed
for another, called ¢ brisca,” which is some-
thing like whist; instead, however, of count-
ing tricks, the face cards count ten, and which-
ever side takes most, wins. Moreover, the
players are allowed to trump or not, as they
may deem most advantageous. Don Manuel
very politely offered to resign his seat to me,
but I preferred sitting near Dofia Paulita,*
even had I been previously initiated into the
mysteries of “ brisca.” The Canénigo establish-
ed the forfeit to be, that whoever lost should

* Paulita is the diminutive and kinder term for Paula.
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particular in her invitation.  Dofia Xaviéra was
not present, because, as the daughter told me,
“ Tuvo dolores de barriga,” and had laid down.

Tea and maté were brought. Several matés
were circulating at the same time. The Cané-
nigo and cousin took theirs while playing the
game. It is droll to see a pretty young lady
sucking maté through a silver bombilla, hot
enough to burn the lips of those ignorant of
the mode of taking it.

At eight o’clock the fat friar took his leave,
and the old lady assisted Dofia Paulita in the
game with her advice. The Canénigo made
a move as if to depart, evidently with a wish
to remain. “Do not go, Padre,” exclaimed
the young lady ; « omit the ¢ misa’ of to-night,
and say two to-morrow instead.” The holy
man assented, and resumed the game. The
evening passed away gaily, and at eleven I
bade my friends good night.

Amongst_the guests was a Chiléno who had
been in the United States as Chargé d’Affaires.
Speaking of our country, -and those things
which struck him as curious, he told the gentle-
men that our “ prisons are secure without mili-
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years ago, pianos were rare in the country, (an
instrument styled the clavé being a substitute,)
but now they are found in almost every house.
At that time music was taught by imitation,
or parrot-like, without principles, or written or
printed music. As late as 1828, I saw young
ladies following the fingers of the master, learn-
ing a few bars at a time, and by practice fixing
them in the memory. Now, on the contrary,
the compositions of the first German and Ita-
lian masters, Mozart, Von Weber, Rossini,
Paccini, &c. are performed by the young ladies
with great taste and execution. This love of
music has led to the study of the Italian,
French, and English languages; and it is by
no means uncommon to meet with young ladies
who read and speak one or more of these
tongues with tolerable propriety.

Kducation and the diffusion of knowledge
appear to occupy a great share of the public atten-
tion in Chile. Experience has taught, that the
South American republics will never be tran-
quil or happy while military prowess and
- glory dazzle the minds of the people, who want
the lights of knowledge to enable them to es-
timate correctly the nature of their rights and
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When I visited the Institute, the geography
class was reciting. The professor gave the car-
dinal points of the compass to a boy, and direct-
ed him to supply on the black board the in-
termediate Ot-nes; then required him to describe
the figure of the earth, which was very readily
.done. In another apartment, a class in mathe-
matics was reciting. At one end of the room
stood the pedagogue, “ with spectacles on nose,”
beside a rough table, upon which was a frag-
ment of an earthen vessel containing a coal of
fire, flanked by a cigar-case : the dominie was
not smoking. A boy of about twelve years of
age was demonstrating a problem in geometry ;
—how to find a centre for a circle, which should
cut three given points. The pupil seemed to
be au fait, and convinced us that he understood
what he was saying. I was requested by both
professors to propose any questions to any of
the students, that I might satisfy myself of
their progress. This I declined, because I was
a foreigner, and unwilling to risk questions
which I might fail in making understood.

Thursday, the 28th of June, was a holy day,
called the “Otavaério;” from “ocho” and *“diario,”
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mast, and others union down, not intentionally,
but through careless indifference. At twilight,
the candles on the several altars were lighted,
the bells rang, and guns were fired from the
fortress on St. Lucia. At the same time, the
procession began to issue from the cathedral,
which was brilliantly illuminated.

First came “ La Cofrddia,” or brotherhood of
the “ Hermédnos de Nuestro Amo”—Brothers of
Our Master — wearing white satin capes em-
broidered with gold, in two single files, each
one bearing a long wax-candle. Then the friars
of the several orders, each one being accom-
panied by its respective banner or symbol, con-
sisting of a gaudy silk drum, surmounted by a
cross borne aloft in the air. Next followed the
cadets, in full dress, from the Military Acade-
my ; and a Candnigo, chanting a psalm, preced-
ing “Su Magestdd,” or The Host, carried by
priests, beneath a silken canopy, supported by
silver or silvered sticks. As this passed, every-
body knelt upon the ground.

Next following was the President of Chile,
in a general’s uniform, and the Cabinet Mini-
sters, each bearing a candle. Near them was a
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Similar processions (of which I witnessed two
or three) are made in seasons of drought, in
honour of some influential saint, to obtain his
or her intercession with the clouds to dispense
their fertilizing showers! The efficacy of such
ceremonies is a matter of grave belief, because
the wily priests wait till there is every prospect
of rain before they begin to pray, and thus the
profanum vulgus are deceived into credence.
The prayers are more successful at one time
than at another ; for I am told that the whole
ecclesiastic corps have laboured incessantly at
devotion during a whole week, without draw-
ing a single drop of water from the sky !

The hospitals of Santiago are not equal to
similar institutions in other parts of the world,
as respects the comforts and attentions afforded
to the sick. That of San Juan de Dios has
several wards, all ill ventilated, containing two
hundred and thirty patients, of whom one hun-
dred and three were suffering with small-pox.
These cases were not separated from the rest.
In the surgical wards were several with knife-
wounds, received in midnight brawls in the
suburbs. This hospital is under the direction
of English physicians.
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thecaries study pharmacy and chemistry for
three years, and undergo a practical examina-
tion before they are allowed to open a shop.
In this way quackery is effectually put down,
and medicine is fast gaining rank and considera-
tion amongst the people. Several of the best
families are now educating their children for
“the healing art.” It is to be regretted that
some similar plan cannot be adopted in the
United States, to free the country from the
numerous charlatans who tamper with the
health and lives of our citizens.

Physicians receive a fee of four reals, equal
to fifty cents, paid at each visit ; and in consul-
tations, which are frequent, four dollars. I am
informed that one or two practitioners, in exten-
sive practice, wear leather pockets, because the
angular pieces of silver soon cut out those made
of cloth. Instances of generosity towards medi-
cal men are not rare; I have heard of a pair
of horses being presented in one case, and two
hundred dollars in another.

The Chilians possess generous feelings in
many respects. The monies raised by subscrip-
tion for charitable purposes, such as the relief
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CHAPTER VI

Visit Colina.=—Law of Primogeniture. — A Senator.— A
Family Dinner.—Face of the Country.— Ploughing.—Sow-
ing.—Baths.—Friar of San Felipe.—Don José.—Return
to Valparaiso.-——Storm on the Road. .

On the 10th of July 1832, I left Santiago
for Colina, situated close under the Andes,
about seven leagues to the northward of the
Chilian capital. It is a scattering village or
township, having a small chapel and a few ran-
chos (huts) around it, encircled by the great
chain of the Cordilleras and their mountain
spurs. The curate is one of the most important
personages in the place; he is conversable, fond
of an “hoja,” a glass of wine or brandy and
water, and a half hours chat in a morning.
The neighbourhood is made up of several “ cha-
cras,” or small farms, and orne or two * hacfen-
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capital, he has not been more than three times
in his seat during the present session. Yet he
owns one of the finest houses in town, and says
he will not go to the senate unless sent for.
« Para que, amigo!—Why should I, friend?
there are enough there without me!”

Don Vicente, as he is named, leads the life of
a prince. He rises at nine, breakfasts at ten,
saunters in a small flower-garden with a cigar,
laughs for a half-hour over Don Quixote, of
which he has a beautiful edition; and by an oc-
casional ride, or a game at chess with the curate,
a sly joke or bon-mot with some of the ladies, he
manages to get through the day till three
o’clock, when he dines. After dinner, which
occupies about two hours, when alone, he
smokes and dozes away the afternoon and
evening till ten o’clock, at which time he sups
heartily, and retires to bed about twelve. Al-
most every night, however, the curate engages
him at chess or cards; and, between the two, the
ladies are kept laughing the whole evening.

It is hardly necessary to say that Don Vi-
cente is a short, corpulent, good-humoured
gentleman—a fac simile of Sancho Panza in per-
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and spurs. "After seating himself, he com-
menced conversation with me, by saying several
“ good things,” and some piquant phrases of
double meaning, by way of ascertaining, as he
afterwards confessed, what my knowledge of
Spanish might be. Presently some glasses,
wine, brandy, &c. were placed on the table, and
Don Ambrosio was invited to drink, ¢« Bueno
—vamos, un tragufto.”—* Agreed, let us take a
small glass.” When prepared, he looked at it,
and said, holding the glass between his eye and
the light, « Pues, Sefiores, no tengo sed; tengo
- buena apeténcia; tengo buena salid; duermo
bien, como bien, mi muger no se queja; —y
para que lo tomaré? —no quiero tomarlo.”—
“ Well, gentlemen, I am not thirsty ; I have a
good appetite; my health is good; I sleep well,
I eat well, my wife does not complain; and
why shall I take it? I wi# not”—and he put
down the glass, and pushed it away without
tasting.

While out in the fields shooting, the next
day after his visit, I met Don Ambrosio on
horseback. He dismounted, and carried me off
to his *olivar,” or olive grove, to shoot wild
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commendable. Before beginning to eat, Don
Ambrosio, in a reverent manner, invoked a
blessing, and after the meal returned thanks,
which was the signal for the younger children
to retire. '
Don Ambrosio and his lady were lively, and,
it is hardly necessary to add, polite; for all the
natives, from the president to the beggar, are
so. During dinner he asked me which one of
his daughters I thought handsomest; even if
they had not been present, it was a question
not easy to answer, and I therefore requested to
be allowed to withhold my decision till I had
become better acquainted. Four of them were
from fifteen to nineteen years of age, and one
was to be married in a few weeks. After
dinner, my hospitable host gave me a cigar,
and begged to be excused, while he should give
directions to some workmen who were employ-
ed on the estate; adding, “ When I am present
the girls are as quiet as lambs, but let me be out
of sight, and they are more noisy than so many
chattering parrots. If you are afraid of them,
I will carry you with me; but I dare say you
will find them musical, and if they won’t sing
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cumstances, that he thinks few young Ameri-
cans would live willingly in the United States
after spending three years in Santiago. There
is certainly a charm about Chile that few
foreigners can resist —indeed it is a proverb,
for which there are abundant data, that all
persons who visit the country once will do so a
second time.

The face of the country around Colina is
overgrown by several kinds of thorn-trees,
amongst which the algarrobo, or carrob, stands
conspicuous. It bears a bean, which, when used
medicinally in an infusion, is said to be a very
powerful aphrodisiac. The tree grows to the size
of a common peach ; the fruit is used for feeding
animals, and the wood for fuel. The “ espinos,”
or thorn-bushes, overgrow wheat-fields and
pasture grounds, and are always cut even with
the soil at the time of ploughing and sowing,
which take place after the first rain in the
month of June. On a large haciénda, this
operation presents an interesting and animated
scene. I saw a hundred and sixteen pairs of
oxen and as many ploughs* working at the

* The plough is a simple spike, not differing materially
from that of the ancient Romans,
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the moon shines on the cold mountain snows,
and all is hushed in silence, except the occa-
sional wild shriek of the quiltrégui,* the scene
is truly sublime, requiring all the warmth of
poetic description to portray it to the imagina-
tion of those who have not seen it.

Colina is celebrated in Chile for the thermal
springs in the neighbourhood, which are visited
by invalids and valetudinarians from all points,
to drink and bathe in their waters. No accu-
rate analysis has yet been made of them; they
are said to contain both antimony and sulphur.

One morning, while at breakfast, a friar from
San Felipe, a small town to the northward,
called at our house, and desired permission to
visit a mill on the premises. When we saw
him at the door, I thought he might be a true
copy of the renowned Friar Tuck, for, besides
a short rotund figure, he had a swaggering air,
wore a gay poncho, botas, a straw hat, secured
by a black cord knotted on one side of the face,

* The quiltrégui is a species of horned plover, which fre-
quents near habitations ; at night it shricks in the most
melancholy manner at the approach of any one, or on hear-
ing any unusual sound. For this reason, they are cherished
by the farmers, who value them as if they were so many

dogs.
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Amongst our visitors was an “old” Spaniard
named Don José, who was noted for story-
telling and amiability. He frequently lament-
ed the change in times and civilization. “1In
my memory,” he was wont to say, ‘“ladies
required a long training before they were ad-
mitted into society; but now, they catch a
young girl who is frisking and playing with
her doll, wash and dress her clean, send her to
school, where she is taught to read and write,
and repeat the multiplication-table, and at the
end of three weeks .she is broken into an ac-
complished miss, (‘ Dofia graciésa’,) capable of
getting through a tune on the piano, and aw,fait
in all the small-talk of the day.” Female per-
ception is wonderfully quick in Chile.

In spite of the diversion of killing pigeons,
hunting condors, witnessing the making of
“ tapias,” or mud walls, examining the dry and
the green hedges, and observing men in retire-
ment, a month saw me dying with ennui, and
consequently on my way to Valdivia’s city ;
and in a few days I set out on my return to
Valparaiso.

My compagnon de voyage was an elderly
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with silver buttons ; and his wife was a stirring,

gay Chiléna, of about twenty years old. She

soon procured us a fine hot supper of roasted
lamb and eggs, with a casuélo and tea. After

it was discussed, we were invited to the private
apartment of our landlady, where we found
three or four young women of the neighbour-

hood, and as many young countrymen in their

ponchos, chatting and smoking “hojas.” The

guitar was brought from its corner, a bottle of
. “ aguardiénte” and glasses, with a large gourd

of “chicha,” were placed on a chair, and we

were amused with singing, dancing fandangos,

~ and drinking, till past midnight, when we

retired—but not to sleep ; for scarcely could we

get into a doze, before a malicious stream of
water would find its way through the thatch,

and trickle into the bed, or a wanton flea, in

pursuit of blood, would rouse us from our

slumber.

About two in the morning, a carréta, with a
family of ladies, arrived from Valparaiso, com-
pletely drenched in the storm. The house was
all in a bustle, and we forgot our own miseries
in listening to the expressions of commiseration
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sleep, though it still rained, we again mounted
our gig, and lashed away for the port. The
plains near Pefiuelas were drowned in water,
and we were obliged to navigate in our vehicle
very carefully, lest we should get off the road
into some hole or water-course formed during
the storm. To prevent all accident, a “peon™
went ahead to sound, for we were riding
through a vast lake of muddy water about a
foot deep. By care we arrived safely at the
post-house, and, after baiting, kept on. By this
time the rain had ceased, the clouds began to
clear, and when we descended the Alto de
Valparaiso into the town, the moon-beams were
-glittering on the placid surface of the bay,
and the sky presented its characteristic azure

expanse, studded with myriads of meteor-like
stars.
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: cé.pe extends so far seaward, that vessels may
Jlie completely land-locked, and out of all
danger, even during the severest weather. Its
beach, which bounds a most beautiful sheet of
water, sweeps round for about twenty-five miles.
Vessels may securely careen and repair in this
spot at every season of the year. The greatest
objection to this port is the difficulty of ob-
téining fresh water; even that for the use of
the inhabitants is brought a league in kegs and
skins. Water for domestic purposes forms a
considerable item in the expenses of a house-
hold. g :

The bay is surrounded by high ranges of
mountains, which increase in height as they
recede from the coast, till the view is closed by
the snowy peaks of the main Cordillera, which
appear through the valleys and quebradas run-
ning to the sea. At present they are naked
and inhospitable to appearance, but in rainy
years they are clothed in verdure. In the vici-
nity there is a great quantity of shell form-
-ation; and I am told by an intelligent friend,
that the hills are covered with shells, many of
which are not found in the bays of the coast.
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Valparaiso, only one hundred and’eighty rhiles
to the south. - '

Tmmediately after our arrival, as is castomary,
the captain of the port paid his visit; and de-
clined the compliment of a salute, on the score
that the guns of the forts had beén thrown
down in the revolution of 1829, and had not
been restored. “ In fact,” said he, “ we are
now without defence; the smallest force wonld
take the place; there is not even a bayonet,
miich less a soldier, in the garrison.”

Some years since, the commander of one of
our ships of war offered to salate the town, on
the wusual condition that it should be returned
gun for gun. The authorities replied, they
would be extremely happy to do so, but were
entirely without powder. The commiander sent
on shore a present of a barrel of cartiidges.
The ship saluted. The fort commenced firing,
and continued till sunset; then a message was
gsent on board to say, “as it was late, they would
_fire the remainder in the morning !”

Several of the “ balsas” of the bay came round
us soon after anchoring. A “ balsa” consists of
two seal-skins (or the skins of any other large -
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to their conveyance. Their mutual quarrels-
sometimes give rise to amusing scenes. It is
always an object when they meet to.cut holes
in each other’s * balsas ;” when successful, which
they often are after much manceuvring on both
sides, the air escapes, and the discomfited wight,
left with only a flaccid hide for his support, is
reduced to the necessity of swimming for his
life. Not unfrequently the contest ends in the
loss of both vessels; but the anger of the parties
is completely washed away, by a cold bath and
protracted swim, by the time they reach the
shore. .

The port, as it is called to distinguish it from
the city, is an assemblage of about a dozen
ranchos, (small huts,) as many “ ramadas,” the
custom-house, and a two-story building, erected
by one of those enthusiastic, ill-directed, and
long since bankrupt mining associations formed
in England, which is now occupied by the cap-
tain of the port. A “ramada”is a bivouac (fre-
quently for life) made by throwing together
branches of trees and bushes; families not un-
frequently pass their whole lives without any
other protection from the noonday sun, the
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to seventeen or eighteen cents. From seventy
to eighty thousand quintals are annually ship-
ped from this port.

Besides copper, from seventy to eighty thou-
sand marks* of silver, in the form called ¢ plata
pifia,” (worth at the present price from 490,000
t0 560,000 dollars,)are annually carried toEurope
in British men-of-war, one of which sails every
four months for Rio Janeiro and England. The
amount in gold cannot be estimated, because it
is all smuggled. Silver is taxed with a duty of
four reals the mark.

. The road from the port to the city runs along
the beach for two or three miles, fhen atrikmg
to the right over some sand-hills, passes among
cultivated fields and vegetable gardens, which
are irrigated by acéquias from -a. mountain
stream, dignified by the name of Coquimbo
river, laving the northern side of the town. This -
part of the road is called La Pampa; wherever
a water-course traverses it, a foot bridge (uséd
by man and beast) is formed by laying two ribs
of a whale side by side!

N\

* A mark is eight ounces avoirdupois.
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yards, -which the limits of the pen- will not al-
low, and they are clubbed to death, not how-
ever without making resistance, and occasion-
ally inflicting very severe wounds upon their
pursuers.

The entrance to Coquimbo, or La Serena, as
it is known and spoken of iin all public docu-
ments, is through an “ adobe” gate, which in-
dicates that it was once surrounded by a wall.
The appearance is unpromising. The streets,
which intersect each other at right angles, are
of moderate width, and far from being clean.
On one corner of the plaza is the govemr_nent
house, occupied by the Intendente of the pro-
vince. There is a public hospital lately esta~
blished ; and six or seven churches, all with cu-
polas or belfries. The dwellings arein the same
style as those of Santiago, presenting a white
front wall, with a large gate studded with
brass or copper bolt heads. Ver); few houses
are of two stories; some of them have observa-
tories on the top. A small flower-garden is at-
tached to each, and from this cause the city
occupies more ground than many places of three
times its population, which does not exceed ten
thousand. '
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by numerous herds of grazing cattle. The town
is dotted with green gardens, and surrounded
by cultivated chicras (small farms), and white
dwellings, . peeping from amidst green foliage:
Three whole years have rolled away without a
fertilizing shower. The province is parched,
and on every hand the rich landholder and poor
muleteer meet you with a tale of distress. The
produce of the earth is withheld, and the pas»
tures are burned. The flocks and herds are
perishing everywhere throughout the province,
and their owners are forced to see them die
without being able to prevent their fate: . The
miner in vain brings to the surface the rich ores
from the bowels of the earth. There is no wa-
ter to assist him in the extraction of the metal ;
dnd where there is, the fuel necessary to melt it
into bars is scarce: it is with difficulty that
mules can be procured to transport the fruit of
his toil from the mines to the coast. Unless
the skies relent in showers, La Serena, and its
gardens, and its chdcras, must soon be blight-
ed, and bare as the surrounding mountains!

La Serena is always hushed ; the most death-
like stillness everywhere prevails, and it is sel-
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beauty ; those whom I saw have dark rough
skins; but they bear evidence, in many parti-
culars, of the healthiness of the climate. '

The males, when free from their avocations,
spend what time they have left from the siésta,
in playing cards, billiards, or dice. Smoking
is universal, but is entirely confined to “ hojas.”

The province of Coquimbo abounds in mines
of copper, silver, gold, and iron, which last is
not worked on account of the scarcity of fuel.
There is no coal in the province. The wood
used is that of the ¢espinos” (thorns), and a
species of acacia, called algarovilla, which is
considered to be the best. It bears a fruit, the
infusion of which is said to possess the rare vir-
tue of restoring lost paternity and maternity—
a frequent source of complaint in many parts of
Chile. ,

Cabinet specimens of minerals are obtained
with difficulty. Miners seldom make collec-
tions, and it is only through their orders that
they can be procured, because none but pro-
prietors are allowed to sell the ores, in order to
guard against peculation by the labourers. Silver
specimens are worth from ten to twelve dollars
the pound, and gold in proportion.
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habitation is the port of Cobija, more than half
a degree to the north. The bay opens to the
northward, and is surrounded by high land, as
barren as can well be imagined. There is not
a blade of grass, nor even a cactus, to be seen
on it; nor is. there a drop of fresh water to be
found within many leagues.

The bay has been frequently examined, with
aview of making it the port of Bolivia ; but the
idea has been as frequently abandoned, from
the want of water. There is a small stream
about twenty leagues from it, which, it is said,
might be brought here. At present, the only
inhabitants are the varieties of sea-birds, peli- -
cans, gulls, cormorants, and condors’; and the
only regular visiters are whales.. Occasionally
a 'vessel anchors here, in order to aveid running
past Cobija in the night, when they gain this
latitude (28°south) too late to reach the port
on the same day. This was our own case. -

On the morning of the 10th it was calm ; and
though we. fanned out of Mexillones, we lay
off Cobija all night, and did not anchor till near
three o’clock on the afternoon of the 11th. The
port of Cobija is difficult to be found by stran-
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‘'struggled through the soil, nourished by the
dews of winter. The" trees of cactus grow
larger than any .I have before seen. Even these
patches of green-fade and are burnt up in the
summer under a tropical sun. The colour of
the mountains is variegated in spots of reddish,
greenish, and whitish earth, with strie running
down the sides, looking like the beds of little
cascades, or streams formed by heavy rains.
'The captain of the port informs me, however,
that showers  are unknown, and the only rain
is a heavy mist, like the “ llovisna,” .or drizzle
of Lima; and even this is absent during the
greater part of the year. '

* The lap of the hills, which .extends from
their base to the sea, not exceeding half a mile
in breadth, appears to be formed by the accu-
mulation of earth and stones washed and rolled
down in the course of time; and a walk on
shore . corroborated this opinion. Along -the
street we saw several shelving strata, formed of
large pebbles.of a greenish colour, bedded in a
cement of dry earth, resembling a mammoth
puddingstone formation. The rocks about the
place -are hard, dark green-stone, and every-
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drawn to a fisherman, who was filling his balsa
with air. He was a short, square-built Indian,
pretty well advanced in life, with long locks of
black and grey hair hanging straight from
under a low-crowned narrow-rimmed straw
hat, rather worse for wear. He wore a short
jacket, and still shorter trousers, of old blue
cloth, and the party-coloured remains of a
poncho girded his loins. A dark copper-co-
loured skin covered his face and neck; and
though far from being embonpoint, as Bolivians
generally are, he might be called muscular.
His nose was flattened and pinched in, just as
it joined the os-frontis, but it did not present
the African flatness; and the angle of his face
was that common to the Caucasian or Eu-
ropean race. His eyes were small, black, and
widely separated from each other ; and, though
he did not squint, their axes seemed to incline
very much towards each other. Add high
cheekbones, and a regular turn to the figure,
and you may form some idea of a Bolivian; at
least, such is the general appearance of those
I have met. There is, however, nothing
fierce about them, but, on the eontrary, a
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foreigners. Amongst them are a variety of
limpets of a large size, as well as many smaller
shells. Our stay here, however, did not afford
us time to collect any except a few dead ones;
but I am inclined to think that an amateur
would be rewarded by a few days’ labour at
this place. S

We walked towards the governor’s house;
which fronts the landing, and, turning to the
left, found ourselves in the main and only
street of Cobija. It is perhaps a quarter of a
mile long, but not closely built. - The houses
are all one story- high, and constructed of wood
and of adobes, in the simplest style, and very
few of them have patios. The plastering is
mixed with salt water, and very soon blisters
and peels off from the effects of the sun, and
therefore a constant repair is necessary. Wood,
all of which is brought from Chiloe and Con-
cepcion, is a cheaper material for building than
adobes, both on account of repairs and the

original cost. A great proportion of the houses
" are occupied as stores, where a great variety of
foreign goods, both European and American,
are exposed for sale. About the middle of
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wine or spirits. Coffee and tea made from it
are far from being very palatable. In former
years, however, it was not so scarce. The
springs from which it is obtained are in front of
the trees in the side of the hill, and secured by
lock and key, except a small tube of-the size of
a gun barrel, from which a stream as large as a
swan quill issues ; and this is carefully stopped
when not running into the bottles or other ves-
sels of those who come for water. At the end
of the street, and within ten yards of the surf,
is a well, said to contain the best water in the
place ; this the governor has appropriated to
his own use, and that of the garrison, not ex-
ceeding in all, servants included, fifty persons.
About half a mile from the town is a spring,
which is used for washing and watering the
cattle. A barrel of sweet water from Valparaiso
or Peru is esteemed no small present, and the
favour is frequently asked of vessels arriving in
the port. There is now an American ship at
Catica loading with copper ore: the captain,
fearing that he should be short of water for his
voyage, went in his boat twelve miles to lee-
ward, and was absent two days, and obtained
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counts five, provided the player’s ball first
strike the spot ball or that of his antagonist ; if
not, he loses as much. The fall of either of
the other pins, or all of them together, counts
two each.

There is a tavern here, where all the foreign
residents eat,' finding it much less trouble, and
more economical, than maintaining a private
" table. Though rather scanty in furniture even
for the table, a very good fare is served up in
the Spanish style. Some idea of the trouble of
housekeeping may be had from a knowledge
of the fact, that everything except butcher’s
meat is brought from Chile and Peru. Every
vessel, particularly the coasters, from both
those countries, brings large quantities of vege-
tables and live stock for this market, and a
part of that is sent off to the interior. Meat
and fodder for the cattle used in the mining
and commercial operations are. brought from
Calama, a town forty leagues to the eastward of
the coast; and between it and the coast, I am.
told, there is not a habitation, a tree, nor a
blade of grass, nor a spring of wholesome
water !






806 THREE YEARS IN THE PACIFIC.

it and the mining district of Potosi. At that
period water was in greater abundance and of a
better quality than at present. Previous to
1827, the republic received all its supplies of
‘foreign goods through the port of Arica, in
Peru, by way of the interior town Tacna.

A half-million of dollars, in foreign produc-
tions, is estimated to pass through this place
annually for the interior. Packages are almost
all unpacked, and again put up in smaller parcels,
and of a certain weight, to accommodate them
to the means of transportation, which is entirely
by mules and jackasses. They are generally
carried on jackasses as far as Calama, and from
thence on mules to the different points of desti-
nation.

The imports consist of European dry goods,
cottons, silks, quicksilver, tobacco, teas, wines, .'
American domestics, flour, &c. These are
frequently purchased on board at Valparaiso,
deliverable at this port. . The duties are low
now on everything, and the question of mak-
ing it an entirely free port is agitated -in the
present congress. All kinds of provisions,
except luxuries, as wine, &c. are admitted free.
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September 1832, being seventeen months, ten
ships, ten brigs, and three schooners, under
American colours, have visited this port, and
some of them several times.

During our stay here, a day was devoted to
avisit to the mines. Having prepared a basket
with some cold meats, wine, water, &c., we left
the ship in the gig, and pulled to Catica, which
is about two leagues from the anchorage. = At
this place the landing is bad, and generally
effected through the surf on balsas. The cap-
tain of the American ship before mentioned,
loading copper ore for Swansea, Wales, joined
our party. We examined the bellows-furnace
here, and a heap of ore, which they were
weighing and embarking. It consisted of a
brown oxide, with a hard clear fracture ; and a
red oxide, a sulphuret, and some green carbon-
ate.* Smelting is not carried on to any great

* The gentlemen engaged in the business permitted us to
select some specimens, and presented us with others which
had been laid aside. We obtained some fine crystals of the
oxides, and a half-dozen pieces containing very minute por-
tions of native gold. These ores are supposed to yield about
25 per cent. of copper, and to contain gold encugh to pay the
expense of reducing it.
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just perceive, a thousand feet above us, and not
half-way to the top of the hill, a small white
tent, amidst some large trees of cactus, which
was the goal of our labours. Many paths are
formed by the miners and mules on every.part
of the hill, and some of them are much more
steep than others; that which we followed
is perhaps the least difficult of ascent. We
were forced to stop for breath very frequently
on our way up, and at such times we observed
the mouths or entrances of several mines which
had been opened, but not now worked. Some
of them are not more than fifteen or twenty
feet deep. After considerable toil we reached
the tent. A half-dozen little hovels, just large
enough for two or three persons to crawl into,
were built about it, with loose stones and bran-
ches of the cactus. Amongst these were per-
haps twenty women and children, seated upon
stones, surrounded with small heaps of ore,
which they were breaking up and sorting, and-
throwing away the stone which adhered to it.
They used double flat-faced hammers, of about
three pounds weight. Three or four “boea
minas,” or entrances to mines, opened - near
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small yellow birds hopping amongst the stones,
and picked up a few land shells. About half-
past three we got back to Catica, all very tired,
and quite ready for a cool glass of wine and
water, which was kindly given us at the
smelting-house. Here one of the party was
‘requested to see a female afflicted with a drop-
sy, which is the prevalent disease of the place,
which is otherwise healthy. As there is no
medical man in Cobija, they are glad to avail
themselves of advicé from any physicians who
may chance to visit the port. The only leech
is the Sangraddr, or bleeder attached to the
garrison, and possibly the curate may have
some smattering of the healing art.

After resting an hour, ‘and in vain endea-
vouring to procure a mule, or horse, or ass, we
set forward on foot for the town. The road
is rough, up hills and over gullies, without
anything to relieve the eye from its barrenness.
Scarcely a bird is to be seen; in fact, since our
being here, I have seen only three or four
buzzards, a half-dozen gulls, and a lone pelican.
Instinct or experience teaches that there is
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residing at Chuquisaca. The government of
the United States has not yet sent a diplomatic
agent of any class to that country.
Notwithstanding that Peru acknowledged
the independence of Bolivia, she was anxious
to obtain the cession of certain territories ad-
joining to her southern boundary. On the 9th
of April 1827, the Peruvian plenipotentiary
left La Paz, and soon after a Peruvian army,
under the command of General Gamarra, ap-
peared on the Bolivian frontier. On the 18th
of April 1828, the garrison at Chuquisaca, the
capital of Bolivia, revolted, through the intrigue
and machinations of the Peruvian general.
This garrison consisted only of fifty men, yet
it was sufficient to overthrow the then existing
government. General Sucre, in attempting to
quell the disturbance, was severely wounded in
the arm. Gamarra, under pretence of fear for
the personal safety of the President, and anxiety
to restore tranquillity to the state, marched
from the Desagaradero, where he was encamp-
ed, and took possession of La Paz and of the
capital. Sucre at once resigned, and sailing
from Cobija, arrived at Callao on the 18th of
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La Paz, and entertained him at the theatre,
and at the Plaza del Acho with a bull-bait.

On the 15th of February 1829, (six weeks
after the death of General Blanco,) the Vice-
President dissolved the Conventional Assembly,
and declared all their acts to be void, leaving
the laws the same as at the adjournment of the
constituent congress, and named again General
Santa Cruz as the provisional President.

Since that period Santa Cruz has been at
the head of the government, which for pro-
sperity ranks amongst the foremost of the
South American republics. He has established
schools, increased commerce by relieving it of
many heavy taxes, and he has concluded a
treaty of peace and commerce with Peru.

The extensive territory of Bolivia is rich in
mines of copper and the precious metals; the
vine and olive flourish; in many places sugar-
cane grows wild, and rice and flax are produced
in abundance; Peruvian bark and indigo are
successfully cultivated ; and the coca, which
is so essential to the Indian’s comfortable exist-
ence, is a staple of this climate. The erythrozy-
lon Peruvianus, or coca, at the time of the con-
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~ became an important branch of trade. It pro-
duced at one period no less than 2,641,487
dollars yearly ; and we are told -that its leaves
were once the representative of money, and
circulated as coin. '

It is sown in the months of December and
January, its growth being forwarded by the
heavy rains which fall in. the mountainous re-
gions from that time till the month of April.
It flowers but once a year, but yields four craps
of leaves, which are not however equally abun-
dant ; the least so is gathered at the time of in-
florescence. - It requires to be. sown onge in
five years. When the leaves attain an emerald
green on one side, and a straw colour on the
other, they are carefully pulled, one by ane,
and dried in the sun.

The virtues of the coca are of the most as-
tonishing character. The Indians who are ad-
dicted to its use are enabled to withstand the
toil of the mines, amidst noxious metallic ex-
halations, without rest, food, or protection
from the climate. They run hundreds of
leagues over deserts, arid plains, and craggy
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ing intermittents, which have élways prevailed
in the country.*

The mode of employing coca, is to mix with
it in the mouth a small quantity of lime, pre-
pared from shells, much after the manner that
the betel is used in the East. With this, a
handful of parched corn, and a ball of arrow-
root, an Indian will travel on foot a hundred
leagues, trotting on ahead of a horse. On the
frequented roads, I am informed, that the In-
dian guides have certain spots where they throw
out their quids, which have accumulated into
little heaps, that now serve as marks of dis-
tance ; so that, instead of saying one place is so
many leagues from another, it is common to
call it so many quids!

The Indians sometimes have terttlias for tak-
ing the infusion of the leaves, as well as for
chewing it. In the former mode, the effects
are agreeably exhilarating. It is usual to say,
on such occasions, “ Vamos & coquear y aculli-
car.”—* Let us indulge in coca.”

* Disertacion sobre el aspecto, cultivo, comercio, y vir-
tudes de la famosa planta del Peru, nombrada Coca. Por
el Doctor Don Hipblito Unanue. Mercurio Peruano. July,
1794. Lima.
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southerly breezes by an island called San Lo-
renzo, which extends from south-west to
north-east nearly two leagues. It is about a
mile wide, and its highest point is nearly five
hundred feet above the level of the sea. To-
wards the southern end it is separated by a nar-
row rocky channel, navigable for boats. It bears
evidence of having been severed by some violent
earthquake at a period of which there is no
record..

San Lorenzo is a barren spot, without a ves-
tige of verdure, save on its very summit for a
few weeks in the winter season, when it is
pretty constantly shrouded in dense clouds.
Its rocky shore is inhabited by a variety of
molluscous animals and great numbers of seals,,
while its heights are only visited by condors.
and vultures.

There is a melancholy sentiment conveyed by
a sight of this barren spot. When death has
removed them from this world, our country-
men, in common with Englishmen, are allowed
no other resting-place; for *the cursed ungod-.
liness of zeal” has

“ Denied thecharity of dust to spread
O’er dust I”
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hundred gates,” were descried, nestling at the
foot of San Cristoval. As we neared the island,
the sea broke sullenly along its southern shore,
and over the insulated rocks near it. We were
so near them, that we plainly saw basking in
the sun hundreds of drowsy seals and sea-lions,
with sleek skins and shaggy manes.

We passed close to the northern end of San
Lorenzo, and about four o’clock anchored a
mile from the Mole, and outside of the mer-
chant-vessels. Before coming to, the captain
of the port and the port physician boarded us,
and received all the letters we had brought. '
The captain of the port told us that a fine of
five hundred dollars was imposed on any person
who should be detected in carrying a sealed
letter to Lima. Letters for the consignees of
merchant-vessels are excepted.

Besides the entrance by the northern end of
the island, there is another, called the Boquerén
passage, between the main and the southern
portion, called Frontén. .

To the north-east of the anchorage, the river
Rimae, which passes the city of Lima, insen-
sibly debouches, and leaves many lagoons in
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who was professionally capable of repairing these
guns, which were at last bushed by a silver-
smith named Francisco de Villachica, who had
never been out of Lima, but, from the urgency
of the case, undertook the work. At that time,
the shot used were either of pure copper or
mixed with lead, and we are told that the
officers sold large quantities of them for their
private advantage.* :

The site of Callao of the present day is some
hundred toises to the north of the old, and pos-
sesses a very different soil. The site of old
Callao is at present, and probably was when
Ulloa left Peru (1744), a loose shingle filled in'
with light sand.}

At present there are three castles, which com-
pletely command the anchorage and the road
to Lima; one on the point that stretches to-
wards San Lorenzo, called generally the south
battery ; one on the north of the town, called
the north battery ; and a third between the two,
La Independencia, formerly named San Felipe.

* Noticias Secretas de America, p. 188.
+ For a description of Callao as it was previous to 17486,
see Frezier's Voyage to the South Sea, in 1712-13-14.
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resources of the country. True, they com-
pletely protect the immense bay of Callao, and
might save all the shipping in it, in the event
of an attempt to cut them out. For many
leagues to the north and south landing can be
effected without risk, even in small boats and
canoes.

Besides the bad repair in which the ancient
defence of Callao was kept, the garrison was
small and without discipline. Many dishonest
persons in Lima attached themselves to the
artillery nominally, in order to escape the pro-
secution of creditors. They entered the corps,
and appeared at certain times at the fortifica-
tion, to prove that they were in the service of
the king, which exempted them from the grasp
of the officers of justice. This nominal en-
listment was effected by bribing the officers of
the artillery with a third or two-thirds, and
sometimes even with the whole of the pay
receivable by law.

At the fortress in Valdivia, the viceroy paid
the troops, partly in clothing and the necessaries
which they required, and which could not be
purchased there. The commander or governor
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represents the Creoles as having been extremely
vain of such royal favour and distinction.
During the last two years, Callao has much
improved, and the population has increased to
probably eight thousand souls. There is a fine
wharf or mole, nearly completed, provided with
cranes and landing slips for the convenience of
vessels in the harbour. Its foundation is the
ruined hulk of an old sloop of war, around
which piles have been driven; these are filled
in with stone, brought from San Lorenzo,
where it is quarried and broken by convicts.
The main street, following the course of the
- beach, is about a quarter of a mile long, and has
been lately paved. The houses are built of
« adobes,” with a second story made of cane
wicker-work, plastered with mud, and white-
washed. The roofs are all flat, also of wicker-
work, and plastered with mud. These are kept
clean in some instances as promenades, but
more frequently become receptacles for all kinds
of family refuse. - This light architecture is
used, because it is less expensive, and less dan-
gerous during earthquakes. At the northern
end of the street are 'a number of huts, con-
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worth a real each. Potatoes are sold at from
three to eight for a real ;* eggs at from three to
six ; tomatoes and beans are measured in gourd
dishes of an arbitrary size, according to the
views of the venders. For once the scene is
. amusing ; frequently the market-women have
their young children slung in the shawl .or
poncho on the back, while seated flat on the
ground, with one foot resting beneath the ham
of the other leg, which is extended, and bare
nearly to the knee. The hair is worn in three
long braids, hanging down behind. The heaps
of fruit of every kind are sometimes so nu-
merous, and disposed so irregularly over the
ground that it requires care in wending the

* Coins of Peru
Onza, equal to 17 00 dollars.
Media Onza, do. 8 50
Gold. Doblon, do. 4 25
Escudo, do. 2 12}
Escudillo, do. 1

Peso, equal to 1 00 dollar.

Dos reales, do. 25
Silver. { Real, do. 124

Medio, do. : 63

Cuartillo, do. '

There is neither copper nor paper money in the republic.
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Along the eastern side of Callao is a * tapia”
(mud wall), formerly used as a defence, but now
entirely abandoned. A canal, running along-
side of the Lima road, supplies the place, as
well as the shipping, with water; for the lat-
ter, it is brought to the Mole in wooden con-
duits, where it is very readily filled into casks
without removing them from the boat. Just
outside of the tapia is a sort of lock, where,
from morning till night, are assembled negro
and white women, washing linen by the pro-
cess (not the most approved) of pounding it
with stones, and spreading it out on the neigh-
.bouring green. Horses are also carried there to
drink and to be washed: all of which, it is
thought, does not impair the good qualities of
the water for most domestic purposes,

On working days and holydays, Callao pre-
sents an active scene. During business hours,
the basin, formed by the Mole, is covered with
launches and boats. The Mole is piled up with
boxes and bales of merchandise: large heaps
of wheat, sometimes containing thousands of
bushels ; mulesand asses, loading and unloading ;
merchants and clerks ; guards and custom-house
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gers generally dislike it very much; which is
not surprising, for there is little or no society to
be found, except in the summer, when a few
families resort thither for the purpose of sea-
bathing, of which the Peruvians are passion-
ately fond. At that time tertdlias are form-
ed, generally ending in gambling parties, in
which ladies and gentlemen promiscuously en-
gage. Foreigners amuse themselves in walk-
ing, playing billiards, or bowls, for which
there are several alleys.

The site of old Callao, which is between Cas-
tle Independence and the south battery, is, like
Golgotha, a place of skulls and human bones.
The vaulted roofs of some of the churches still
remain, and are on a level with the surface,
Into these all the bodies of those who died
during the siege and blockade of 1825, were
thrown, without chénging the dress in which
they expired or were killed. Many of the bo-
dies are shrivelled and dried, but show no sign
of putrefaction having taken place. Here were
buried the family of Torre Tagle, Marquis of
Truxillo, who perished in the castle, with many
others, from famine. Provisions became so
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CHAPTER II.

Ride to Lima.—The Road.——Monument.—Bellavista.—Trea-
sure.—Church of Palms.—Market-women.—Tambo de la-
Legua.—Church.—Negroes dancing.—Mules and Asses.
—Alaméda de la Portada.—Meet aPleasure-party.—Lima’
Gate—Entrance to the City.— Animas.— First View of
“ the Street of Callao.”

TeE road to Lima is nearly a straight
line drawn over an inclined plane, which gra-
dually rises from the sea till it is lost in the
base of the hills of Amancaes and San Cristo-
val. Though to the eye the road from Cal-
lao appears to be perfectly level, the great
plaza of Lima stands one hundred and seventy
varas* (Spanish yards) above the sea.. It was
constructed by the Viceroy, Don Ambrosio
O’Higgins, in 1799, and, had the original plan

* Equal to thirty-two English inches.
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shingle; and to the left, a broad green meadow,
covered with rank grass, spread itself to the
view. Just at the skirts of Callao, and at the
beginning of the road, were planted two or
three posts, around which were offal and a
number of dogs, with other appearances mark-
ing the spot where beef is slaughtered for the
market.

After we had passed the women washing at
the lock of the canal, the, first figures we saw
were two soldiers on foot, making their way
towards Callao. They wore tall, compressed,
blue cloth caps, with red bands and without
vizard, coarse grey pantaloons, made full, re-
sembling the dress worn in some of our state
prisons, and short blue jackets. Their com-
plexion was dark mulatto. They trudged
_ along the canal barefoot, with a bundle hang-
ing on a stick over the shoulder, appearing
like men fatigued from a long march. The
next object that engaged our attention was a
cross, erected on a square pedestal to the right
of the road, and about half-way between Bel-
lavista and Callao, which is said to mark the
spot where the sea reached in the great earth-
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green alfalfa,* a species of trefoil highly nutri-
tious to horses, aptly enough compared to the
moving of “ Birnam Wood.” On the left we
came up to La Iglesia de las Palmas, the church
of Palms, or Baquijano, which, in 1825, served
as an ambush for the patriots in a sharp skir-
mish with a royal party from the castles. On
that day, from Lima gates to Callao, the road
was strewed with dead. The cruel Rodil would
not consent to the bodies being buried; they
lay there till the buzzards and vultures re-
moved them. o

A party of market people, closely followed
by one of pleasure, passed us. The market-
women were mounted on asses, with saddles
made high and square on top, with pillions of
sheep-skins, tanned with the wool on. The
samba women were seated astride, presenting,
from the great breadth of the saddle, a most
grotesque appearance: the well-expanded leg,
cased in a silk stocking, was visible to the
knee ; the foot, set off in a green or partycolour-
ed slipper, and armed with a great spur, was
constantly swung with a careless air against

* Mendicago sativa of botanists.
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mine flowers. They sat astride, and managed
their horses admirably. The beaux also wore
Manila hats, white ponchos, and white jean
pantaloons : their heavy spurs, with rowels not
less than two inches in diameter, were sup-
ported by a leathern heel-piece. At a dis-
tance it was difficult to distinguish the women
from the men ; and, when near, nothing but the
bare leg of the female pointed out the dif-
ference of sex.

We had scarcely passed this party, when an
officer and two soldiers shot by us in full gallop
for Lima. We learned afterwards, that it was
a lieutenant bearing an ordinary despatch from
Callao to the government.

We stopped at the half-way house, and indeed
our horses were so accustomed to halt there,
that they trotted up to the shed of their own
free will. The “tambo de la Legua” is a pul-
peria, at which most travellers rest for a few
minutes. Beside it stands a church, called La
Legua, (hence the name of the tambo,) at the
door of which was an image of the Virgin,
standing on a table, with a crucifix and a silver
plate before it, half full of ¢“reales” and
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was a party of Negroes, men and women, with
scarcely tatters enough to hide their nakedness,
wriggling fandangos under the shed, to the
music of a rude harp, played by an old, frosty-
headed Negro, accompanied by the nasal, twang-
ing voices of black wenches, who also beat
time with their palms on the body of the in-
strument. Both men and women were bare-
legged to the knee. The former wore large full-
bottomed bragas, or breeches, and long woollen
ponchos, with tall, sugarloaf-crowned Guaya-
quil hats. Their legs were of the true Negro .
formation ; the calf gathered up close to the
knee, and a long slim shank, attached to a
broad flat foot, with the heels extending
almost as far behind as the toes did forward.
The women had on ragged woollen petticoats,
plaited full round the waist ; the bust was but
ill concealed in a dingy chemise; the arms
were bare; a handkerchief or shawl was girt
around the hips, so as to draw the petticoat
smooth over the abdomen, and gather it up full
behind, and shorten it withal. The hands were
sometimes akimbo, sometimes flung in the air,
and the figures leaned forward as they advanced
and retreated in the dance. The step was an
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Before we left the tambo two stage-coaches
drove up; one from Lima, the other from
Callao. Both were filled with foreigners, and
one was completely shrouded in tobacco smoke.
Smoking in Peru is universal ; even ladies of
the better classes are not exempt from this
Ppractice.

After ten minutes’ rest, we again mounted,
and pushed on towards the capital. Parties,
similar to those we had met, passed us, with now
and then a “ valencin ;” which is a two-wheeled
carriage, drawn by two mules abreast, on one
of which a postilion rides. When new and in
fine order, this vehicle is a calesa; but worn for
some time, it degenerates into a “ valencin ;” as
private carriages, in the course of time, dwindle
into hackney-coaches in the United States.
We overtook a drove of asses laden with kegs :
two were too much for a single ass, so that a
large stone was slung on one side to balance
the keg on the other. This plan is not unfre-
quently adopted by the “ arrieros,” or muleteers,
when the packages are too large to be carried in
pairs by a mule or donkey. Mules generally
carry two barrels of flour at a load from Callao
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road, to the number of four, called “ 6valos,”
designated as first, second, &c. beginning at
the gate. The road cuts them diametrically,
leaving a semicircle on each side, surrounded
by a stone seat. The round base of stone in
the centre of each “6valo” was intended to be
a fountain. This avenue is called “ La Ala-
meda de laPortada.” Here, morning and even-
ing, are seen people enjoying the * paseo ;” civi-
lians and military men, churchmen and laymen,
and women of every caste and rank in society.
But it is seldom crowded, except on feast-days.
When we passed, we only saw a Franciscan
friar, strolling along, in conversation with a
negro woman carrying a basket of oranges on
her head.

Not far from the gate we met a group of
natives on horseback. The gentlemen were in
short white jackets, full white pantaloons, the
ponchos hanging carelessly over one arm, Ma-~
nila hats, fastened with black ties under the
chin, and the heels armed with long-shanked
silver spurs. The horses of all were capari-
soned strictly after the fashion of the country.
The saddle rises high before and behind, and.is
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colours. The hair hung in braids down the
back from under the Manila hat, which sat
square on the head. Fine white pantalets,
fringed with lace at the bottom, a white silk
sock and satin slipper, set off a beautiful foot,
armed with a golden spur. The party consisted
of six persons. Their horses were spirited, and
the ladies managed them with perfect skill, now
checking, and touching them at the same time
with the spur, causing the animal to throw up
his head proudly and dance off to one side ; now,
giving rein and spur at once, dashing off at a
full gallop for a hundred,yards, and then check-
ing him into a sudden halt. The men played
off their steeds in the same manner, wheeling
and caracoling about the ladies. The faces of
all were animated by smiles and gay conversa-
tion. The females were brunettes, and seemed
full of enjoyment. The party dashed by us at
a full gallop, the long tails of their horses, and
the ponchos and hair streaming behind them.*

* Whether it is really more indelicate for a female than
for a male to ride astride, I am not called upon to pronounce.
At first, it does not square with our notions of propriety ;
but on a closer examination I could discover nothing immo-
dest in the appearance of a lady’s foot and ankle cased in a
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Again, the asses presented a most grofesque
appearance, piled up and almost concealed be-
neath baskets of poultry and fruit, or whole
sheep dressed for the market. Then came an
old long-backed “rocin,” or hack, with three
or four long-legged, lean-looking Indians seat-
ed on his back, from his neck to his tail. And
certainly, the most ugly old woman I ever saw,
was seated cross-legged on the back of a don-
key, and a little Indian riding behind her.

Now and then we saw a most amicable com-
pany of dogs and ¢ gallinazos,” or buzzards,
feasting on the carcass of a mule or ass that had
dropped down and died by the way. I have seen
these birds attack the body of a mule before the
breath had entirely left it, and, in the course of
a few hours, leave nothing but the skeleton !
They are the only scavengers in Peru. The
law protects them from molestation; a fine
being imposed on any person who may wan-
tonly kill one of the tribe.

The entrance into Lima is through a huge
gate. There is a large centre arch, and a small-
er one on each side, which are closed at night
with massy doors, correspondent to the arches

e
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houses, and the heavy closed balconies jutting
out in front. At the corners are two rude
wooden figures, painted red, placed about twelve
feet above the ground, with a representation
of flames curling round them. These half
figures have the hands clasped in the attitude
of prayer. They are termed * 4nimas,” or souls,
and are intended as mementos of the torments
of purgatory. Similar figures are common in
all parts of the city. On the dead wall of a
house, not far from the commencement of this
street, is a rough picture of the Devil carrying
off the Saviour to the Mount.

In spite of the “animas,” the corner houses
are occupied as grog-shops, where there were a
dozen Negroes, men and women, dancing fan-
dangos, under the influence of pisco, or Peru-
vian brandy. And, as if to aid the 4nimas in
their pious intention of rescuing the living from
the pains of the damned, there was a friar, of
the order of Descalzos (Barefooted), in a sack-
cloth tunic and leather girdle, holding in one
hand a tin-box surmounted by a cross, having a
slit in the top to receive any alms that might
be bestowed, while in the other he held a long
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uniforms, friars of several orders, women in
saya y manto—in short, so many sights new
and strange to us, that the attention could not
rest long enough on any one to register its
peculiarities in the mind.

We found comfortable lodgings, not far
from the plaza, at a hotel kept by an obliging
French woman.
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situations were tried and abandoned, for want
of those conveniences and resources required
by the inhabitants of a great city.

In the year 1533, the site of an Indian village
called Jauja, anciently Xauxa, which is about
forty leagues east of Lima, was selected as the
capital of conquered Peru. In the first few
months, a university and several public in-
stitutions were founded. In order to have a
sea-port for this city, Pizarro despatched Don
Nicolas de Ribera, as captain and lieutenant-
general, to take possession of Pachacamac in
the name of the king, and to leave population
enough on the coast to form a town. The
execution of this order gave birth to the town
of Sangallan, thirty-five leagues to the south of
Lima, and near Cafiete. On the 29th of
November 1534, the situation of Jauja having
been found not adapted for the metropolis,
an order was obtained, in consequence of a
petition from the Cabildo and the Alcaldes,
to move the city to Sangallan. At the ex-
piration of ten or. twelve days they became
dissatisfied with this change, and leaving thirty
men in Sangallan, marched to the village of
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cases paid a profound and even solemn respect
to the forms at least of the Christian religion,
Pizarro, having marked out the plaza and gene-
ral plan of the city, laid with his own hands
the corner-stone of a church, which he dedi-
cated to Our Lady of the Assumption: this
church is now the cathedral of Lima. But
Pope Paul III. having given the same title to
the church in Cuzco, dedicated this to St. John
the Evangelist.

-‘Che word Rimac was changed to Lima by
the'Spaniards, from the then prevailing habit
of confounding, in pronunciation, the R and
the L.

Having founded the city, Pizarro petitioned
the Emperor Charles V. to assign to it a coat
of arms. He gave the three crowns and the
star of the magi, with the two eagles and
columns of the Plus Ultra, and the two letters,
I. K, the initials of Juana and Carlos.

When the city was founded, only twelve
Spaniards were present; but in the course of .
a few days, thirty came from Sangallan, and

was on the 18th of January, the anniversary of the festi-
val of St. Peter’s chair. Vide Frezier's Voyage. '
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ancestors adored was thus named, because he
spoke to them and answered their questions,
‘which was never known of the Huaca of Pa-
chacamac; and, therefore, in honour of their
god, they called his valley Rimac.” This ex-
planation was never contradicted by any one
of the many Indians of whom Calancha asked
the meaning of the term.

The above account is given on the authority
of Francisco Antonio Montalvo, (Life of Santo
Torribio, written in 1683, and printed by the
procurement of Doctor Don Juan Francisco de
Valladolid, under the title of ¢« Albores del Sol
del Nuevo Mundo;” of Fray Antonio de la
Calancha, (“ Choronica del Orden de San Au-
gustin ;”) of Garcilaso, (* Comentarios Reales ;”)
of Antonio de Herrera, (“ Historia de las In-
dias;”) and of Peralta, (“Lima Fundada, o’
Conquista del Peru,” an epic poem, printed at
Lima, 1732).
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The cross erected on the summit of San
Cristoval is to commemorate a signal victory
gained over the Indians by the Spaniards,
through the miraculous aid of that saint.
About two years after the founding of Lima,
there was a general rise of the Indians through-
out Peru. Cuzco was besieged, and seventy
thousand Indians occupied the northern bank
of the Rimac. In order to be free from the
action of the Spanish cavalry, the great body
of the Peruvian army was stationed on the hill
in question. 'Whenever they poured down
the hill to the attack, the river suddenly rose,
and many were drowned ; but when the Span-
iards advanced, commending themselves, as
they rushed forward, to the care of San Cristo-
val and Santiago, the waters remained shallow,
to the great dismay of their enemies ; “being to
them,” says Garcilaso, “ what the Red Sea was
to the Philistines.”*

To the south and west, Lima is open to the
breezes which blow from that quarter over the
bosom of the Pacific, cooling the air of summer,
and clearing away the fogs and mists which
hang heavy over the city in the winter.

* Garcilaso, Comentarios Reales. Lib. 2, cap. 28.
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“ En su horizonte el Sol todo es Aurora;
Eterna el tiempo todo es primavera ;
Solo es risa del cielo cada hora;
Cada mes es cuenta de la esphera:
Son cada viento un halito de Flora,
Cada arroyo una Musa lisonjera ;
Y los vergeles, que el confin le debe,
Nubes fragantes con que al cielo llueve 1"*

This valley may be said to enjoy an eternal
spring, for vegetation and fructification are con-
stantly going forward ; we see in the same gar-
den, one tree putting forth its tender blossoms,
while another is bending beneath its matured
fruit, and both phenomena are sometimes
seen upon the branches of the same plant.
Wherever water reaches it, the soil, though not
deep, is abundantly prolific. The atmosphere
is cloudy and humid, yet it may be said with
propriety that it never rains! 'The vapours
raised from the ocean by the power of the sun,
form an awning over the city for the greater
part of the day. Daybreak is accompanied
with a dense fog, which conceals objects: that
are but a short distance from the eye. As the
sun climbs the heavens, the fog rises, discover-

* Peralta. Lima Fundada, o’ Conquista del Peru. Tom.
ii. p. 289, cant. 8, st. ili. Lima, 1732.
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coast. From six to twelve,. or-even more,
slight earthquakes are felt annually ; -but the
great concussions seem to observe a periodical
return at the end of about a half century.

The following table of earthquakes which
have occurred since the conquest, at Quito,
Arequipa, and Lima, seems to confirm this
statement. It is taken from Dr. Unanué’s ex-
cellent work on the climate already referred to.

Arequipa. Lima. Quito.
1582, 1586. 1587.
1604. 1630. 1645.
1687. 1687. 1698.
1715. 1746. 1757.
1784. 1806. 1797.

The year is divided into two seasons, summer
‘and winter. Towards the close of April the
fogs become dense, and cover the sky, day and
night ; the mists commence, and continue in
damp years, without interruption, till the sun
approaches the solstice, when the days become
clear and warm ; the vapours are dissipated, and
we have the “ veranito de San Juan”—the little
summer of St. John, answering to the Indian
summer of the autumn in the United States.
This passes away, and in the months of July
and August prevail the heavy mists, called, in
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tion of the mountains, the former becomes a
tributary to the latter ocean. The birth of the
Amazon and the La Plata may have been the
ruin of the fabled land of Atlantis,

Notwithstanding that it is so agreeable to
the senses, the climate of Lima is enervating ;
and, previous to acclimation, foreigners are very
obnoxious to diseases of the liver and digestive
organs, for which, in many instances, nothing
is effectual but changing it for the more genial
skies of Chile.

Lima is laid out in equal squares of four
hundred feet, divided by streets thirty-three
and a half feet wide, which intersect each other
at right angles. The courses of the streets do
not follow the cardinal points, but vary from
east to south-east ; “a precaution taken by the
founder,” says the poet Valdes, ¢that the walls
might cast a shade both in the morning and
afternoon.” Including thirty in the suburb
called El Cercado, the city contained in 1791
no less than two hundred and nine squares,
and three hundred and fifty-five streets.* Since
that time little or no improvement has been

* Mercurio Peruano, vol. i. p. 90. -
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extent and magnificence, are comparable to
palaces. The walls-are of mud and cut straw,
worked up together, moulded into large-sized
bricks, dried in the sun. That the walls may
be more capable of resisting the frequent earth-
quakes, stout pieces of timber are worked in
them ; and when a second story is raised, it is
constructed of stout split reeds, wattled to-
gether, and .then plastered over with mud.
The roofs are flat, made of mats, covered over
with an inch or two of earth, enough to absorb
the gdrua which falls during the winter. From
a height the city resembles a vast ruin; the
tops of the houses look as if they were covered
with ashes, and the number of buzzards stalk-
ing solemnly over every building serves to en-
hance the impression. '

The whitewashed fronts of the houses present
a puertacalle, or great doorway, opening into a
patio, across which are seen the windows and
entrance to the drawing-room, or sometimes to
the sala. The windows are without shutters,
and till of late years were without glass or sash ;
in their place are substituted  rejas,” which are
fancifully-formed gratings of iron, sometimes
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ceiling, as it may be, are carved and varnished.
The floors are generally made of square earthen
tiles, and, in the best houses, of Dutch tiles, or-
namented with drawings. The walls.are white-
washed ; within a few years, however, some are
papered, and in the dwellings of the wealthy,
tapestried with damask. Some houses have
two or three courts, with corridors communica-
ting one with the other.

Almost every house has a stream of water
running through it, which is used for domestic
purposes. Gardens are rare. Though the Li-
manians are passionately fond of flowers, they
seldom attempt anything farther in this way
than the cultivation of a few choice plants—
mostly bulbs — which are displayed in pots
around the corridors.

The city is surrounded by a parapet wall,
about.seven miles in circuit, and pierced by six
gates. It is from eighteen to twenty-five feet
high, and about nine feet thick. It is defended
by thirty-five bastions, each flank being ninety
feet perpendicular to the curtain, and the face
about sixty yards, making the angle of the
épaule one hundred and thirty degrees. Except
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longed to the church and to charitable insti-

tutions.

The first census of the population of Lima
was made in 1600, when it contained 14,262

inhabitants. The following is the census of
1'790.
SINGLE. | MARRIED. WIDOWED.
TOTAL.
Men. Womcn.! Men. ,Women. Men. |Women.
Spaniards, 5225| 4835 2740 2603| 370 1442f 17,215
Indians, 1426) 929 684! 631 80| 162 3,912
Mestizos, 1357 1362 737 767 74| 334 4,631
Negroes, 3138 2737|| 12000 1250 153| 482 8,960
Mulattoes, 1831 2148]| 775! 735 78| 405 5972
Quarteroons, 728| '815| 345 200/ 43| 162 2,383
Quinteroons, 76 91|l 17, 1§ 6f 13 219
Zambos, 1139 1308| 312 349|| 102/ 174 3,384
Chinos, 385 414 135 117 26|  43] 1,20
Total, 15305 14639|| 6945| 6758|| 932| 3217| 47,796
Men, 23,182
47,796.
Seculars, Women, 24,614 i
Men, 991
igi fessors 1,647.
Religious professors, {Women, 656 ’
Living in religious Men, 1,564 } 3184
communities, Women, 1,620 e
Men, 25,737}
52,627.
Total, Women, 26,890 ’

The population since 1790 has probably de-
creased one-fifth ; so that the city now contains

by estimate 40,000 inhabitants.

This decrease
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Order of Priars.

Brought forward,
Franciscan,
Descalzos,
Missionaries of Ocopa,
Augustins,
Mercedarians,
Minimos,

San Juan de Dios,
(Regular clergy.)
Agonizantes,
(Congregation.)
S. Felipe Neri,

Kumber.
287
242

le 2 se88.3

Total,

-]

Igl.- O o W@ uwmg
b
g
1<

The above numbers include noviciates, ser-
vants, and slaves.

Orders of Nuns. Houses. Number.
Bernirdas, 1 157
Dominicas, 2 225
Franciscas Claras, 1 244
Capuchinas, 1 39
Concebidas, 1 260
Do. Descalzas, 1 155
Augustinas, 2 268
Carmelitas Descalzas, 2 88
Do. Nazarinas Descalzas, 1 47
Trinit4rias, 1 53
Mercedarias, 1 49

m——— —_—

14 1585
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CHAPTER V.

Plaza.—Portsles.—Palace. — Cathedral.—Archbishop's Pa-
lace.—~Fountains.—The Plaza by Day, and by Night—
Segarréros.—Picéintes.—Barquillos.—Ice.

Tue great square of Lima, in ancient times
the Plaza Real, now Plaza de la Independencia,
suggests a thousand associations. Here Pizarro
drew the plan of this metropolis ; here he laid
the corner stone of the cathedral, the first
building in the “ City of Kings;” here he saw
the town-house and palace rise ; within a few
yards of this spot he lost his life, and not far
off now rest his bones! Here, too, San Mar-
tin proclaimed liberty to the inhabitants, and
Bolivar was honoured and contemned. Here
+ Torre Tagle ordered the national hymn to be
sung by young girls, assembled from the several
schools, on every Sunday morning! For three
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wares, &c. Under the Portdl de los Escribanos
are dry-good shops and some notaries’ offices.
In the front of them are the casés and tables of
small dry-good dealers, or permanént pedlars,
with a display of all that a seamstress can want
in the way of thread; needles, ribands, and tape.
The tables and awnings of -these traders, who
remove them at sunset, extend ‘over nearly one-
third of the plaza. “The. upper story of the
“ Button-makers’ ‘Portico” is occupied by pri-
vate familibs, .'Both portéles are paved with
small pebbles and the ends of' leg-bones, dis-
tributed so as-to form various figures. - '
.The Cathedral is a noble edifice, of one
bundred and - eighty-six feet front by three
hundred and twenty deep. The front presents
three great doors, which open ypon a broad
terrace, and above them an ecclesiastic coat
of arms. These are supported by Corinthian
columns and figures of saipts. At each corner
is a tower, rising nearly two hundred feet from
its base, which is forty feet. They are octa-
gonal, ornamented with Corinthian columns,
cornices, ovals, socles, and mouldings ; the whole
is surmounted by a gilt ball, and an iron cross
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and almost every one has the same assortment.
From no very distant resemblance to huge
boxes, this row has acquired the name of Los
Cajones de la Ribera. Coarse unbleached awn-
ings are propped out over them to protect their
goods from the sun. The second story is a
kind of open gallery, called La Galeria de
Palacio. A side entrance leads from the plaza
into ome of the great patios, through which
it is supposed Almagro’s party entered when
Pizarro was slain.

. In the centre of the square, on a level table
of masonry, forty feet on each side, and raised
three feet, having drains around it for carrying
off the superabundant water, is placed the great
reservoir of the beautiful fountain of Lima. It
is twenty-four feet in diameter, and . about
three feet deep. It is crowmed by eight lions,
with a griffin at the feet of each, and is orna-
mented exteriorly with mouldings and flowers
in semi-relief, and interiorly the sides and
bottom are glazed. In the centre of this re-
servoir is a pedestal eighteen feet high, com-
posed of three parts, which supports a second
basin, eight feet in diameter. .Around . it are
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Tomas, on the eastern side of the city. The
reservoir is supplied from the Rimac; the
difference of elevation between it and the plaza
is thirty-three feet.

. ‘There are several other fountains in different
parts of the city, which present a brick wall or
block of masonry, with water constantly pour-
ing from leaden pipes into a basin and drain.

The plaza. of Lima, every hour of the day
from dawn till midnight, presents scenes of
interest to the idle stranger, where he may ob.
serve manners, customs, and costumes so totally
different from all he ‘has before met with, :that,
if his curiosity be not awakened, he must. have
been disinherited by mother Eve.

Entering the Portal de Botinéros about ten
o’clock in the momning, and passing to that of
the Escribanos, many -interesting. groups and
figures present themselves; and, what is re-
markable, from one end of the year to the other
the picture is always the same. All Sundays
and feast-days are alike; and all working-days

'strikingly resemble each other; except when
there is some popular exhibition or religious






3906 THREE YEARS IN THE PACIFIC.

Strangers generally pay doubly for all they
buy in Lima. I have known thirty dollars re-
ceived for an article of which the price asked
was a hundred. About ten o'clock, the shop-
men are seen behind their counters, taking
breakfast, which usually consists of some stew,
bread, a basin of broth, followed by a cup of
chocolate and a glass of water.

The tables along the colonnades present a
number of handicraftsmen, of every variety of
caste, making silk cords, tassels, gold and silver
epaulettes, sword-knots, buttons, &c.

Presently we met a canénigo. Like all of his
class, he wore along black cloak, black small-
clothes and silk stockings, with large shoes and
"buckles. At a distance his hat resembled a
great black cylinder. Close at his heels were
two or three boys in black suits, relieved by a
blue sash worn over the shoulder, tottering
under huge cocked-hats trimmed with feathers.
They were collegians. Then came two gaily-
dressed officers, arm and arm, whiskered and
moustached, booted and spurred. Nothing
kept their vanity from flying away with them
but the weight of their long metal, scabbarded
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the ground. Curiosity kept the Indian looking:
over his shoulder, and, in consequence, he ran
into the corpulency of a staid judge, with a
~ severe countenance and a large cocked-hat. His
shirt was folded, ruffled, and starched in a prim
style, and a star of brilliants was suspended
round his neck by a broad tricoloured riband..
The rencontre was equally unexpected, for the
judge was in a most sedate and pensive mood.
His moody look changed into a scowl of con-
temptuous anger; the Indian cowered under it,
touched his hat, and passed on. The feelings
of the Indian and the European Spaniard are
still as uncongenial .as oil and water; though,
like the first of those two fluids, the Spanmr&
always maintains his superiority.

- Half-way down the Port4l de Botinéros is an
alley, about ten feet wide, leading into the street
south of the plaza. This is called el Callején
de Petatéros, from being chiefly: occupied by
manufacturers of a kind of coarse flag mat, half
an inch in thickness, known by the name of
petite, and usually interposed between the
rough tile floors and -carpets. In.this same
callején are constantly seen a number of Indians
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a large piece of cloth, on which are some eight
or ten doggrel rhymes laudatory of the birds,
and the amount bet on the pitched fight.

At the same corner there is always a number
of boys, with quantities of cheap dry-goods
spread upon the ground, constantly crying the
qualities and prices at the top of their voices.
« Pafiuelos finos, 4 real y medio”—¢Fine pocket-
handkerchiefs, at a real and a half.”

At sunset the scene changes. All the shops
are shut, business is closed for the day, and the
plaza is then devoted to pleasure and prome-
nade. Along the Portil de Escribanos are
tables where are sold, by candle-light, ices and
iced drinks of several kinds. Orchata, pre-
pared from almonds, and chicha, a species of
beer made from maize, are common.

Ice is a monopoly granted to a company.
Physicians deem ice so important in the treat-
ment of diseases, that the monopolists are bound
under a heavy penalty to keep the city sup-
plied with it ; if they are found without it for
twenty-four hours, their charter becomes null.
Malignant persons have at times made a run on
the company, and when the stock was exhausted,



informed the government, in order to gain one-
half of the fine. Therefore it is difficult to ob-
tain a considerable quantity at a time, for they
will never sell to any individual more than one
or two reals’ worth.

In the centre of the plaza, here and there, are
glimmering lights and fires. =~ Men and women
are seated around the fresco tables, as they are
termed, partaking of the various refreshments.
The saya y manto has disappeared, but the
ladies still hide their faces by wearing a shawl
over the head. Here an old Negress, with long
bony arms, shining in grease, with scarce tatters
enough to conceal her limbs, squats over a cop-
per pan of boiling lard, in which fritters are cook-
ing. A long stick serves her all the purposes of a
fork for turning the cakes; and when she cannot
see, it is first dipped into the fat, then into the
fire, and is at once converted into a torch. There,
another sibyl, of the same deep complexion and
garb, sits upon the ground, stretching her neck
silently over a pan of frittering crackling fish,
while a half-dozen Negroes are stretched out
about her, resting upon an elbow, eating from a
gourd plate.

VoL. I 2D
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The uncertain glare which dapples these
groups, gives to them at first sight something
of that appearance which the imagination at-
taches to Hades. In another spot sits a bare-
headed Negro, in big breeches, making bar-
quillos. He has three or four irons, like those
for waffles, arranged in a bed of hot coals, and
a copper pan of batter by his side. He pours a
spoonful on one of the irons, from which he has
just removed a barquillo, and places it in the
fire. Then taking the iron farthest to his left,
he opens it, and scrapes round the edges with a
knife; he turns the wafer-like cake upon his
palm, and rolls it round a stick, which is re-
moved by a slight jerk of the hand, and falls to
the ground, leaving the barquillo like a sheet
of lightly rolled paper. Both hands are now
wiped on the full part of his dirty breeches, and
the iron is again set in motion. These cakes
are made very rapidly. They are eaten with
ices and chocolate by those who care not for
the mode in which they are made. Still an-
other kind of refreshment is found in tht-ricénte,
which consists of various kinds of butcher’s
peat made into a stew, spiced and peppered as
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