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THE EMPIRE OF BRAZIL. 1

I.

THE EMPIRE OF BRAZIL

Consists of 20 provinces, any one of which is as

large as an ordinary European kingdom ; for ex

ample Matto Grosso is ten times the size of Eng.

land. The coast-line on the Atlantic is 4,000 miles

long, and a line drawn from the seaboard to the

frontier of the Peruvian Andes would be 2,630

miles from east to west. Forests never yet trodden

by the white man extend from the banks of the

Amazon to the borders of Bolivia, inhabited by

Indian tribes supposed to represent half-a-million

of population. The only towns of importance are

on the sea coast ; so dense are the intervening

woods that no other communication exists between

Rio Janeyro and the northern or southern ports

1
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than by water. Numerous mountain ranges tra-

verse the interior ; the highest is Serra Itatiaia,

over 10,000 feet in elevation. The system of rivers

is unrivalled : the Amazon receives 200 tributaries,

some of which are 1500 miles long ; steamboats na-

vigating these waters for thousands of miles.

Brazil was discovered in April 1500 by Pedro

Alvarez de Cabral, a Portuguese who was making

a voyage towards the Cape of Good Hope and

India, when the trade-winds drove him on these

shores at a place called Porto Seguro. He gave the

country the name of Santa Cruz, which was after-

wards changed for Brazil on account of the quantity

of red wood growing here. It became a colony of

Spain in 1580, but passed into the hands of the

Dutch in 1624, and was restored to the House of

Braganza in 1640, remaining a colony of Portugal

till 1822 : in the latter year it became an inde-

pendent empire under Pedro Primero. The most

important events in the reign of Pedro Segundo,

the present enlightened monarch, have been the

introduction of railways and steam-navigation, the

multiplication of public schools, the system for gra-

dual abolition of slavery, and the completion of

the cable to Europe.

The form of government very much resembles

that of the U. States, being a kind of Federal Re-

public under an Emperor. Each province has its
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own Legislature and budget, the President or Go-

vernor being appointed by the Cabinet of Rio Ja-

neyro. The imperial parliament at Rio consists of

58 Senators and 122 Deputies elected bythe various

provinces ; the Senators sit for life, the Deputies

for 4 years. The imperial budget is made up of

import and export duties collected at the various

ports. The standing army numbers 16,000 men,

besides 741,000 Nat. Guards. The navy comprises

95 war-vessels, including 19 iron clads and 52 gun-

boats, manned by 10,000 officers and sailors. The

religion is Roman Catholic, the language Portu-

guese ; the laws ensure the fullest civil and reli-

gious liberty to natives and foreigners alike.

Staple products are coffee, sugar, cotton and

tobacco, which with minor articles make up an ex-

port trade of £23 millions sterling, being so inva-

riably in excess of imports that every year shews a

balance of four or five millions sterling in favor of

the country. Although the Paraguayan war (1865-

70) cost 100,000 men it nowise affected the pro

ducing powers of the country ; as will be seen on

comparing the exports of 1864 and 1873 (see next

chapter).

Trade returns for late years shew a progressive

increase notwithstanding the gradual abolition of

slavery ; this is partly explained by the introduc

tion of European colónists ; the trade relations

1*
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with Great Britain are equal to those with all other

countries collectively. The duties on imported

goods are very high, varying from one-third to one-

fourth ofthe value ; export dues are , of two kinds,

those levied by the Imperial Government and those

by the Provincial Legislatures.

Numerous lines of trans-Atlantic steamers main-

tain almost daily communication between Rio Ja-

neyro and Europe, as well as to the R. Plate : there

áre also monthly mail-boats to the U. States, fort-

nightly to Chile, and regular Brazilian coasting

steamers to the furthest parts of the empire. The

latter keep up communication with Paraguay and

Matto-Grosso on one side, and with Tabatinga on

the Amazon head-waters on the other ; either of

these places is nearly 4,000 miles from Rio Janeyro.

There are, moreover, English lines of steamers con-

necting Liverpool with the Amazon in the north,

and San Paulo in the south.

The finances are in a healthy condition, The

budget for 1876 amounted to £11 millions sterling.

The imperial revenue has grown ten-fold since

the accession of the present emperor, in 1832. It

has morethan doubled since 1860. Compared with

population it is a little over £1 sterling per head,

against £2 per head in the River Plate or in Eng-

land. The public debt amounts to £72 millions

sterling ; previous to the Paraguayan war it was
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only 30 millions, chiefly expended in railways and

public works. The 5 years war cost 39 millions £.

Recently a loan of 5 millions was made in London

(1875) to further railways and immigration The

ratio of public debt is only £8 per head, or one-

third what it is in England. It is three times

the amount of annual exports, the same as in

England.

There are 33 Banks in Brazil. No fewer than

53,000 commercial houses pay license annually, of

which 29,000 belong to Brazilians, 18,000 to Portu-

guese settlers, and 6,000 to foreign residents of

various nationalities.

Railways in actual traffic make up nearly one

thousand miles, besides six lines in course of con-

struction.

Telegraphic communication exists with Europe

since 1875. The cable cost 2 millions sterling , the

concessionaire being Viscount Mauá, who carried

it through after several others had failed : brauch

cables extend southward to the River Plate, and

northward to the West Indies. There are also

land-wires in many ofthe rovinces, but frequently

interrupted by trees falling on the wires, iu tra-

versing the woods of the interior.

Colonies, principally of Germans, flourish in the

@outhern provinces, such as Rio Grande, Santa Ca-

talina, San Paulo, Paraná, Espiritu Santo and



THE EMPIRE OF BRASIL

Minas Geraes. The number of colonists exceeds

100,000, Rio Grande do Sul possessing more than

halt that number. At present the imperial, and

provincial governments spend large sums in bring-

ing Germans from Europe and establishing them

on free land-grants ; attempts to found English

colonies have mostly failed. The Government

usually pays £6 per head to shipping agents for

colonists brought from Hamburg or Antwerp. The

exports of 36 agricultural colonies (not including

San Leopoldo in Rio Grande) amouuted in 1873 to

£267,000.

Public instruction has made unprecedented pro-

gress of late years, owing to the impulse and ex-

ample of Dom Pedro and his Ministers in creating

schools, lyceums, public libraries and literary insti-

tations. There are 5,890 schools, the great majo-

rity supported by the State, the aggregate number

of children attending same amounting to 191,172,

of all colors and ranks in society, four-fifths being

boys. All the large cities and towns have night-

schools for artizans, and free public libraries. Last

year 29 such libraries received subsidy from Go-

vernment, besides 42 others entirely supported by

local subscription or donation. There are 4 Univer-

sities, at Rio Janeyro, Babia, Pernambuco and San

Paulo, which confer degrees in Lawand Medicine:

also a Polytechnic school and Imperial Institute at

1
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Rio Janeyro, and sundry schools of a charitable

nature for blind, deaf and dumb, &c. Military

schools are attached to the various arsenals in all

the seaports.

Public instruction is, of course, more advanced

in the large cities of the seaboard than in the inte

rior; and more in the metropolis than in other

cities : thus we find 48 per cent of the inhabitants

can read at Rio, against 26 per cent at Bahia and

San Paulo, 24 at Pernambuco, and 15 per cent in

Minas.

Newspapers, between dailies and periodicals,

reach the number of 299, one-tourth of which are

published at Rio Janeyro. There are 48 literary

associations, the most important being the Histo-

rical Society, of which the Emperor is President,

the members holding meetings at the imperial pa

lace every fortnight. Much attention is devoted

to surveys of the rivers and forests ofthe interior:

the most remarkable explorations in recent times

have been made by Halfeldt and Burton in the Rio

San Francisco ; Professor Agassiz, Marcoy and

Biard in the Amazon ; Joseph and Francis Keller

in the Madeira; Vignolles in the province of Ser-

gipe; Rumbelsperger in the Ivaby ; Dodt in

Ceará ; and Capt. Palm in the forests of San Paulo

and Matto Grosso.

Agriculture gives splendid returns in such dis
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tricts as San Paulo, Santa Catharina, Rio Grande

and Parana, where the climate and soil are alike

suitable for colonies. It is no less profitable in

the northern provinces, but these must mostly de-

pend on negro labor, as being too hot for white

people. In the former it is found that a man can

easily cultivate 5 acres of coffee, which will give

an ordinary yield of 3 tons, worth about £ 130 ;

even slave labor gives a crop worth £70 per head,

including the women and children of a fazenda.'

Sugar-cane is still more profitable, as a man culti-

vating 5 acres will produce £160 worth per annum.

Small farmers usually prefer cotton, because it re-

quires little or no capital, and a man can raise on

7 acres about 7 tons unginned, which readily sells

in the nearest village for £90 sterling say 1

pence per lb. Brazil stands first as a coffee-

producing country, and second for cotton; the

latter crop reaching 800,000 bales or nearly one-

ftth of the United States crop, being double that

of Egypt and rather above the annual export from

India.

Although slavery is rapidly disappearing, as all

children of slaves are now born free and no more

slaves can be imported, there are still a million

slaves, say one-tenth of the population.

The extent and population of the various pro-

vinces are set down as follows-
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Sq. miles Pop.

Rio Janeyro.. 42,370 1,002,548

Bahia.. 258,500 1,283.141

Pernambuco ..... 77,830 841,539

Pará.... 696,800 259,821

Amazonas .. 1,150,000 57,610

Maranham 278,800 359,040

Piauby . 182,960 202.222

Ceará .. 63,200 721,686

Rio Grande do Norte 34,840 233,979

Parahyba
... 45,300 362,557

Alagoas . 35,460 348,009

Sergipe ... 23,700 161,307

Espiritu Santo... 27,200 82, 37

Minas Geraes 348.480 2,009,023

Goyaz....... 453,040 160,395

MattoGrosso 836,400 60,417

San Paulo..... 176,400 837,3,54

Paraná 134,200 126,722

Santa Catalina…………… 44,960 159,802

Bio Grande do Sul.. 142,800 430,878

5,053,240 9,700,187
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Nothing is more admirable than the number and

munificence of the charitable institutions, espe-

cially hospitals, throughout the empire. There are

over 70 institutions of this kind, some supported

by the State, others by religious or beneficent socie-

ties. As regards the religious jurisdiction of Brazil

the primate is the Archbishop of Babia, besides

whom there are 11 other Bishops, the whole empire

being subdivided into 1473 parishes. Each diocese

has an ecclesiastical seminary. There are 56 con-

vents and monasteries, containing 166 friars and

93 nuns ; also 6 Capuchin houses for missionaries

to convert the Indians, and 7 societies of the Holy

Land for the preservation of the Holy Sepulchre at

Jerusalem.

Brazilian waters team with fish of numberless

descriptions. Professor Agassiz in 1867 counted

over a thousand new kinds unknown to naturalists

Last year a remarkable fish was taken at Saqua-

rema, near Rio Janeyro, 38 feet long and 29 dia-

meter, over 700 gallons of oil being extracted from

its liver.

Among the wonders of Brazilian forest vegeta-

tion the Copernicia wax-tree is very remarkable,

being thus described by an English scientific ex

plorer-

"The carnahuba palm (Copernicia cerifera) is one

of the most useful trees in Brazil. In the pro-
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vinces of Ceará and Rio Grande do Norte it grows

uncultivatedin great luxuriance. Perhaps there is

no region of the globe where a tree can be found

of such varied uses. It resists the most severe

droughts, keeping always green and flourishing.

The roots possess the same medicinal properties as

sarsaparilla. From the trunk are extracted strong,

light fibres, capable of receiving a high polish.

The wood is used for props, joists, and other build-

ing purposes ; as also for stakes and fences, and

for musical instruments, tubes and pumps. The

inner rind of the young leaf, when fresh, is used

as a highly esteemed and most nutritive food. The

tree also affords wine, vinegar, saccharine sub.

stance, and a great quantity of gum like sago,

possessing the same properties and taste. It has

often been the only food of the inhabitants of

Ceará and Rio Grande do Norte in times of severe

drought. A species of flour, like maizena, is also

extracted, and a whitish liquor like the liquid com-

tained in cocoanuts. The soft, fibrous substance in

the stalk and that of the leaves, is a perfect substi.

tute for cork. The pulp of the truit is, moreover,

agreeable to taste ; and the kernel, which is very

oilyand emulsive after being roasted and pounded,

is used as an excellent substitute for coffee. Of

the dried leaves are made mats, hats, baskets and

brooms, and the straw is already sent to Europe in
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6

great quantity to be made into fine hats, some of

which are sent back to Brazil. From the leaves

is extracted a kind of wax used for making

candles."

The present work not being of a scientific cha-

racter we must refer the reader for all matters of

flora and fauna to the books written by Prince Max

of Neuwied (1834), Professor Burmeister (1856),

Dr. Martius of Vienna, aud other men of science

whose works are briefly noted in the appendix.
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II.

TRADE AND COMMERCE.

There are few countries which can show such

an uninterrupted and rapid growth of trade as

Brazil, as will appear from the following sum-

mary of 38 years, taking the mean annual average

in periods of 5 years, viz—

1836-41 ...... £ 9,992,0000 annualaverage

1842-46...... 11,230,000
66

1847-51.... 12,501,000

1852-56...... 19,215,000

1857-61 ...... 26,630,000

1862-66 .. 28,870,000
66

1867-71...... 39,330,000
64

1872-74...... 38,587,000
"

This shows an increase of 8 per cent per

annum during 35 years. If we compare the last

period of five years with the preceding one we

ahall seethe increase of imports and exports more

learly-
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Annual Imports An. Exports

1862-66
£ 13,730,000 £15,140,000

1867-71 18,024,000 21,306,000

1872-74 17,237,000 21,350,000

In the five years ending 1871 we have an in-

erease of 33 per cent in imports and 40 per

cent in exports. Moreover the balance of trade

during 10 years in favor of this country is shewn

by £23,400,000 excess of exports over imports.

This surplus wealth has been laid out in railvlways ,

or rather in paying interest on London loans

effected for the construction of such works.

The following table shews the countries that

make up the foreign trade of Brazil,

Imports Exports

-

Great Britain……. 30pg. 25 p8.

France 19 " 13 "

United States ... 5 " 35 "

River Plate 9.6 5

Portugal .....
5 66 566

Belgium, Germany, &c. 32 " 17

100 100

1
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Coffee is the grand staple of Brazil, the annual

crop reaching 260,000 tons, of which 50,000 for

home consumption, and 210,000 for exportation :

the value exported in 1875 exceeded £12 million

sterling. It is computed there are 530 million

coffee trees, covering an area of nearly 1 million

acres. The production of coffee has trebled in

30 years, and two-thirds of it is exported to U.

States.

Cotton has increased still more rapidly, the

exportation in 1874 reaching 54,000 tons, worth

£3 millions sterling, being five times the quan-

tity produced (9,800 tons) in 1861. Yet this

enormous development of a new industry in no

way checked the other great staple products.

Sugar stands for £2 millions sterling of exports

The total crop is put down at 280,000 tons, of

which almost one-half for home consumption and

153,000 tons exported, being double the quantity

shipped in 186.1.

Tobacco rose from 4,600 tons in 1861 to 15,000

tons shipped in 1874, the exported value being

£770,000 sterling.

India-rubber is exported from Pará to the quan.

tity of 5,600 tons, worth £1,120,000, per annum.

Hides, dry and salted, formed £1,336,000 of

exports, the gross weight being 28,000 tons. It

is supposed there are 20 million horned cattle
•
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in Brazil, but the estimate seems considerably

above the reality. Rio Grande do Sul is one of

the largest exporters of hides, and the saladeros

there kill every year a large proportion of cattle

from Banda Oriental and Corrientes.

Yerba-mate is grown in Rio Grande, Santa

Catalina and Paranà: the exportation in 1874

reached 16,000 tons, worth £400,000 sterling, an

increase of 120 per cent as compared with the

returns of 1861. This article, better known in

Europe as Paraguay-tea, is much used in the River

Plate.

Cocoa grows spontaneously in the forests along

the Amazon, forming an important item in the

trade of Pará. The exportation has slightly in-

creased in ten years, and averages 4,600 tons,

worth £244,000 sterling.

Rum, fariña, timber, wool and sundries make

up over one million sterling. This includes an

item of£300,000 per annum for diamonds and

gold, a decline of 50 per cent since 1861, when

the value exported was £615,000.

The trade-returns of the various ports shewed

as follows, according to the Imperial blue-book of

2874.
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Imports Exports

Rio Janeyro .£ 8,366,000 12,020,000

Pernambuco. 3,243,000 2,446,000

Bahia ..
2,495,000 1,980,000

R. Grande do

Sul.....
• 418,000 1,310,000

Pará ... 845,000 1,260,000

Maranham..
,447,000 420,000

San Paulo .. 310,000 2,350,000

13 other pro-

vinces ... 546,000 1,872,000

£16,670,000 23,658,000

The average of yearly exports between 1869 and

1874 was as follows :

Tons Value

Coffee... 165,114 £ 10,190,000

Cotton * 54,435 3,670,000,

Sugar 153,285 2,680,000

Hides . 27,932 1,410,000

India-rubber 5,582 1,150,000

Tobacco... 14,975 750,000

Yerba. 15,717 1410,000

Sundries
1,000,000

£21,260,000
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The trade relations of Great Britain with Bra-

zil in 1875 shew an increase over the previous year

Exports to England

ધન

1874 1875

Coffee . £896,534 961,286

Cotton . 2,661,820 2,338,686

Sugar.... 1,633,109 2,298,845

Hides ....
·

448,041 310,854

£5,639,504 5,909,671

Importsfrom England

1874

:

1875

Cotton goods £2,954,480 3,309,188

396,648 294,288Coal.....

Iron.. 724,774 582,561

Machinery 95,379 66,417

Woollens 171,677 102,300

Linens 198,906 196,103

£4,541,864 $4,610,837

Thus the total trade with England rose from

£10,181,368 in 1874 to £10,820,528 in 1875. The

balance of trade for the two years in favor of

Brazil amounted to £2,400,000. This partly ae-
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counts for the influx of gold in 1875, which also

arose in part from the new loan negotiated in

England.

The Government has begun improving the

ports of Pernambuco, Maranham , Ceara, Paraby

ba and Rio Grande do Sul after plans and esti-

mates made by Sir John Hawkshaw. The works

will occupy in some cases five years, in others

ten, and the total expenditure is estimated at

£3,180,000 : for the first five years the annual

outlay is to be £416,000, and for five succeed-

ing years £220,000 per an.

The coasting trade of Brazil represents a value

of 14 millions sterling, and is carried on by

10,990 - steamers and sailing , vessels, measuring

2,524,000 tons manned by 163,000 sailors.

The internal trade of Brazil is represented by

87,452 Houses of business, of which 31,436 are

Brazilian, 19,512 Portuguese, and 6,504 foreign.



20 PUBLIC DEBT AND FINANCES

III.

PUBLIC DEBT AND FINANCES

The public debt amounts to (June 1876) a sum

of£72,013,434, made up as follows-

Foreign Debt....

Home funded...

Floating debt....

£19,823,400

29,000,000

23,190,034

£72,013,434

Brazil has 7, loans (all at Rothschild's) in Lon

dón, which amounted in January 1876 to the

following sums- h

Emitted at

1852 44 per cents. -- , £1,210,000 : 95

1359 5
66

270,000 93

1860 41
66

.... 775,000 90

1863 41

1865 5

1
3
3

2,690,000 88

6,184,200 84

1871 5
of

3,385,000 89

1875 5 66
5,301,200 961

£19,815,400
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The original amount of the above 7 loans reach-

ed £23,222,000, shewing that £3,406,600 has been

already redeemed.

The Home Debt of Brazil is made up as follows—

Government stocks, four, fives

and sixes ... £26,000,000

Gold Bonds, 6 per cent .... 3,000,000

Government notes and Treasury

bills ...... 20,000,000

Orphan fund, &c .. 3,200,000

£52,200,000

and 4 per

The six per cents are always above par, and

these include almost the whole funded debt ; five

per cents only amount to £220,000 ;

cents to £12,000 . About 81 per cent of

debt is held in Rio Janeyro, 3 per cent in Bahia,

and 12 per cent in foreign countries-

the Home
1

In Brazil..
... £25,200,000

In England ... 2,100,000

in other countries ... 1,700,000

£29,000,000
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Thecredit of Brazil onthe London market ranks

almost on a level with France, her 5 per cent

stock being usually near par. The home paper-

money debt and Treasury bills do not include 4

millions sterling of banknotes not guaranteed by

the State.

!

The Government paper-money of Brazil was

only seven millious sterling before the Paraguayan

war but it rose to 22 millions sterling in 1869,

and since then has been every year reduced

being now under 20 millions sterling, including

Treasury bills. Besides the Government paper-

money 3 banks have right of emission, viz. Bank

of Brazil £3,500,000, including £670,000 at the

branches of Pernambuco, Bahia, San Paulo, Mi-

nas, Maranham, Para aud Rio Grandedo Sul.

The Bank of Bahia emits £160,000, and that of

Maranham £27,000 ; which added to thesum tor

the Bank of Brazil make up a total of £3,687,000

in bank emission.

The growth of Brazilian revenne in late years is

the following figures-
shewnb

1864..

1868 ..

1873..

1874...

£6,100,000

7,830,000

12,098,800

11,240,000
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The budget for 1876 shewed as follows-

Receipts

Import-duties ..

Export do.....

Pedro II. RR...

Stamps...

New loan ac..

£6,100,000

2,000,000

720,000

2,200,000

2,600,000

£13,620,000

Expenses

Int. London debt .... £1,040,000

Do. Home do....
1,860,000

Railway and colonies... 3,240,000

Army... 1,680,000

Navy.... 1,240,000

Docks and harbors... 1,200,000

Custom-house………. 1,800,000

Emperor, Parliament &c..... 320,000

Law-courts .. 600,000

Churches and schools…………. 520,000

Foreign Affairs . 100,000

£13,600,000

It may be remarked that the sum of £2,600,000

derived from the London loan of last year for £5

millions sterling has been entirely devoted to mak-

ing new railways.
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RAILWAYS

IV.

AND TELEGRAPHS

During the last 18 years more than twenty two

millions sterling have been expended on railways,

one-half directly by the Imperial Treasury, the other

by joint-stock companies with guarantee for inte-

rest either from the Imperial or Provincial Legis-

latures. Some lines have given splendid results,

as will be seen below ; others the contrary. The

cost of construction has been heavy, owing to the

physical difficulties to be overcome ; in many cases

it has been over £20,000 a mile, but some of these

lines are splendid triumphs of engineering. For

example the Pedro Segundo line has 16 tunnels

and a number of viaducts. Most of the older lines

are 5 feet 4 in. gauge ; many of the newer ones are

one metre gauge. The benefit of railways in dev-

eloping the resources of the Empire appears from

the fact that exports have doubled since railways

were commenced.

In 1867 Brazil had only 427 miles of railway,

comprised in six lines ; at present there are 22 lines

running, over 1,143 miles in length, besides eight
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"

others in construction, representing 1,539 miles

more, viz :---

Traffic Construc

Pedro Segundo line 320 132

Bahia .. 78 348

Pernambuco 76 385
·

Santos, San Paulo &c. ... 260 190

Port Alegre.. . . . 28

San Geronimo 12

Maua 12

Leopoldina 60

Rezende and Aréas 16

Santa Ana (Bahia) 30 .

Paraguassu 160

Madeira and Mamoré.……..

:
:

180

Cantagallo™ . 92

Nitherhoy and Campos.... 30 100

Campos and Sebastian.... 12

Ceará and Baturitè... 20 44

** Do.

Pernambuco and Caxanga

to Nazareth . '

101

62

Nazareth to Onda...

Jaraguá (Alagoas)..

Olinda and Beribebe....

"Parà suburban

1,143 1,539
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The Pedro Segundo line, begun in 1857, has

already cost £7,280,000 sterling, and belongs to

the Imperial Government. It is a marvel of engi-

neering skill, traversing the most picturesque

country in the world . The traffic returns for 1874

amounted to £850.000 sterling, the line having

carried 14 million passengers and 211,000 tons

cargo.

The line has cost about £20,000 per mile, 5 ft.

4 in. gauge; it has more than 3 miles of tunnels,

the longest being 2,500 yards, besides 15 shorter

ones. It consists properly of three lines, throwing

out one branch of 100 miles to Cachoeira, where it

meets the San Paulo railway, while the other starts

from Entre Rios along the Parahyba to Porto Novo,

and there meets the Leopoldina line of Minas Ge

raes : the main line is almost up to Juiz da Fora.

The enormous goods traffic of the line consists

almost exclusively of coffee. No fewer than 20

branches have been conceded and surveyed, one of

the most important being that to reach Ouro Preto,

capital of Minas Geraes. The imperial budget for

1875 and 1876 set apart £1,050,000 towards pro-

longing the Pedro Segundo line. The working ex-

penses are usually 45 per cent of gross-earnings ;

the net receipts of 1874 gave 64 per cent on the

capital in the portion of line in actual traffic. The

traveller ought to visit the workshops at Engenhe-
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de-Dentro, 10 miles from the city ; they cover an

area of 5 acres, and employ 350 workmen,

恩

The San Paulo line belongs to an English Co.

(Gresham House, Old Broad St. , London) which has

already expended £2,750,000 . There is a Govern-

ment guarantee of 7 per cent for 90 years (1858) on

£2 millions, and the rest consists of debentures.

This line pays 10 to 12 per cent dividend,

and the shares are usually over 40 premium.

The cost of construction was £30,000 per mile,

the line being only 90 miles from Santos to Jun-

diaby, 5 ft. 4 in. gange. Starting from the port of

Santos it has to surmount the steep range of Cu-

baton before reaching the city of S. Paulo. This

is effected by a permanent engine and endless

chain which draws the train up 4 inclines of about

1in 10 ; these inclines varying from 1,200 to 3,000

yards in length. There is a tunnel of 650 yards

near Jundiahy : the longest iron viaduct exceeds

500 feet. This main liue does a prodigious traffic in

coffee, cotton, &c. carrying in 1874 about 115,000

tons, besides 91,000 passengers.

Gross earnings.... £381,700

Working expenses.... 111,500

Net profits ...... £270,200
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Being equal to 10 per cent on cost of construction .

The earnings have doubled since 1872.

The Santos main line has been prolonged by a

native Co, from Jundiaby to Rio Claro, 86 miles ,

same gauge, at a cost of £1,100,000 stg. , with a

guarantee of 7 per cent for 90 years from the San

Paulo Legislature. The San Paulo and Rio Ja-

neyro Co. have a 7 per cent guarantee on£1,100,000;

the line to be 148 miles long.

The junction of the San Paulo and Pedro Se-

gundo lines is at Cachoeira, the works being now

so far advanced that through trains are expected

to run from Rio Janeyro to San Paulo by New

Year's Day 1877 ; this line is metre gauge. Be-

sides the above lines there are several branches ap-

pertaining to the San Paulo railway system,

such as.

撞

San Paulo to Ypanema opened in 1875, to work

the iron mines, with Provincial guarantee on

£650,000 capital, Brazilian Company, length of line

75 miles.

Jundiahy to Itu, metre gauge, 42 miles, cost

£270,000, opened to traffic in 1873.

Mogyana line to Amparo, 60 miles, metre gauge,

cost £330,000, opened in 1876, with 7 per cent

guarantee for 90 years..

The Babia line is another English enterprise

(New Broad St. , London) ; it does not pay working
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expenses, and hence the dividend is under the 7

per cent guarantee, which is for 90 years on

£1,800,000. A new concession has been recently

given to prolong this line 350 miles, narrow gauge,

to the San Francisco, with a 7 per cent guarantee

on £3,800,000.

Recite or Pernambuco line, also belongs to an

English Co. (Old Jewry Chambers, London ) ; it has

a 7 per cent guarantee from Government, but does

not pay working expenses, thereby causing a lower

dividend ; receipts average £5,000 per week. Ca-

pital £1,850,000, in shares of £100 ; below par.

One third of the shares are held by Government.

Port Alegre and New Hamburg line (metre

gauge) was made by Messrs. Watson and Smith in

1872 ( for £280,000) with guarantee of the Rio

Grande Legislature, to connect the German colo-

nies with the capital of the province. San Gero-

nimo is a short line in the same province, to open

up the coal -fields of Arroyo das Ratas.

Maná Railway was the first made in Brazil, to'l

connect Port Maua with the foot of the Organ

Mountains, on the way to Petropolis. Mr. Souza

of Rio Grande was ennobled for this line, and is

known as Viscount Maua.

Travellers should visit Nitheroy if only to see

the Fell railway to Novo Friburgo, opened by the

Emperor in 1874. The Fell system begins at Boca ****
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do Matto, 4 miles beyond Cachoeiras, and runs 9

miles with an incline of 1 in 14.

Among the lines recently conceded, some of

which are about to be commenced, are the fol-

lowing:-

-Miles

San Paulo to Parahyba....

Itajuba to Minas ...

410

220

Port Alegre to Santa Catalina 245

Alagoa Gde. to Parahyba.... 90

Ceara to Baturite . 75

Parana to Parnagua 10

Pará to Braganza 100
7

Rio Grande to Port Alegre...
250

260Port Alegre to Uruguayana..

Surpassing all these in magnitude isa great pro

ject of a railway to connect Matto Grosso with the

seaboard. Viscount Mauale engineers) Messrs

Palm and Lloyd, completed the surveys tiom Curi

tiba (Province of Parana) tu MattoGrosso in 1875,c

but a rival scheme isin the field to prolong the San

Paulo line thither. Eittier undertaking would cost

abont £10 millions sterling. mi

098 .
Tramways Line in and 9761)

There are 14 tramway companies, all of local

capital, representing an aggregate of £1,700,000,

viz:-
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San Cristobal..

1

Botanical Gardens

San Paulo.

£363,000 in £22 shares

220,000 " 22

31,000 $ 9

1
6

3
9

Pernambuco

Pelotas ..

132,000 . “

60,000 "

22
+6

22
61

San Luis Maranham .. 66,000 " 22

3
1

Port Alegre 66,000 " 11 66

Villa Izabel 200,000 21
66

Nitheroy . ... 66,000 " 22
H

Ceará ,. 90,000 ... 2
46

Steam-tram Co...... 264,000 ***
22

3
5

Theresopolis .. 3,300

Bahia Steam-tram Co. 22,006

2
5

2 હે1
5

5

Fluminense 88,000 14
แ

The most remarkable of the above lines is tthat

to the Rio Botanical Gardens, originally an Ame-

rican Company, the shares of which are usually at

400 per cent, premium. A new English Co, has

been recently formed, the Brazilian Street Tram-

Co. (35 Moorgate St., London), with a capital of

£100,000 in shares of £2 each ; the first dividend

was 24 per cent.

01998

Tell eb sent me

Besides the submarine cables connecting Brazil

with Europe, West Indies and the River Plate,

over 8,000 miles in length, there are 3 main lines ofare3mainl

telegraph making up nearly 3,000 miles, viz-
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Stations Miles

Northern lines... 30

Central and Petropolis.... 15

Southern......

1
8
2
8
1
8

980

45

38 1,800

83
2,825

The Northern, from Rio Janeyro to Pernambuco,

was commenced in 1866 as far as Nitherohy, and

the last section from Pernambuco to Bahia com-

pleted in Nov. 1874. The Central and Petropolis

lines were made in 1861; the Southern was begun

in 1866, and concluded to Uruguayana, on the Up-

per Uruguay in 1874,

The receipts of the principal stations in 1874

were as follows-

Northern

Telegrams Receipts

Pernambuco. 2,089 £610

Maceio . 2,424 500

Campos . 2,432 560

Macahé 1,912 310

San Juan de Barra 1,314 250

Nitherhoy........ 575 150

Central

City and Suburbs. 10.295 ":
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Southern

Porto Alegre 5,432 1,760

Santos 4,028 1,240

Rio Grande 6,282 1,280

Pelotas ...
pharm . 4,233

810

Santa Catarina. 2,423 900

Paranagua // 2,633Being
510

San Paulo... 1,169.
beter m

370

Coritiba 1,640 350

Minor stations .... 23,497 4,810

72,346 £18,700

The working expenses amounted in 1874 to

£70,000, leaving a dead loss in this branch of ser-

vice equal to £51,300 ; this is independent of an

outlay of £60,000 on the construction of new lines.

The Brazilian Atlantic cable, as already mention-

ed, was successfully carried out in 1874 by Viscount

Mauá after several other concessionaires had failed.

It is one of the greatest enterprises of the kind

and cost nearly two millions sterling, being laid in

three sections ; from Lisbon to Madeira, Cape

Verds, and Pernambuco, making in all about

four thousand miles ; with a branch northwards

to Pará and West Indies, and another south-

ward to the River Plate. The Western and Bra-

3
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$

zilian Co. which purchased the Mauà concession is

an English company, capital £1,400,000 in shares

of £20 each, besides £200,000 in 6 per cent deben-

tures of £100 emitted at 92. Offices, 103 Cannon

St., London. Last dividend 5 per cent, stock much

below. par. The Platino-Brazilian Co, connected

with the above line has a capital of £400,000 in

£20 shares, and receives a certain portion ofthe

gross receipts on the Western and Brazilian line.

The ordinary charge for messages between Brasil

and Europeis about £10 for ten words.
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V.

JOINT-STOCK ENTERPRISES

Banks.

There are 33 Banks, including 14 at Rio Janeyro,

7at Bahia, 3 in Rio Grande do Sul and 9 in other

provinces.

Bank of Brazil has a paid-up capital of

£3,630,000 in shares of £22 each (usually quoted

at 15 per cent prem.). Reserve-fund £440,000.

The charter is for 28 years, until Dec. 31st 1900,

The emission at present reaches 3 millions sterling,

and is reduced £110,000 every year, The Bank

must always lend £2,600,000 to planters at 6 per

cent per annum, and is authorized to issue Terri-

torial bills for 10 years. Last dividend of the

Bank was 84 per cent. In a HT

}

J me2 2
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English Bank of Rio, with branches at Pernam-

buco and Santos, has £500,000 capital paid up in

£10 shares (usually at 20 p.c. prem.). Reserve

fund £103,000 ; last divided 12 p.c. This is an

English Co., and resides at 13 St. Helen's, Bishop-

gate, London.

New London and Brazilian, another English en-

terprise, has a paid-up capital of £450,000 in £10

shares, with £41,000 reserve. Last dividend was

7 p. c. per annum. London offices at 2 Old

Broad St.

Rural and Hypothecatory, established in 1853 by

native capitalists, to make loans to planters, trans-

terred its charter to the Bank of Brazil, and is now

a kind of Insurance or Annuity company. Capital

£880,000, stock ruiing above par ; last dividend 81

p.cl Reserve £860,000 sterling.

Commercial of Rio, capital £460,000 in £8 shares;

reserve-fund £145,000 ; last dividend 12 per cent.

Established in 1866.

Industrial and Mercantile, capital £550,000 in

£11 shares, with reserve of £50,000. Established

in 1872. Last dividend 10 p.c.

Mana & Co., established in 1853, paid-up capital

£1,100,000. This Bank suffered so heavily during

the crisis at Rio in 1874, and being unable to exact

a sum of £2,000,000 claimed fromthe M.Videan
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Government, that it suspended payments, but the

Brazilian tribunals granted a moratoria ' of 3

years to re-arrange its affairs. Besides the house

at London there are 13 Mauá Banks in South

America, between Brazil and the River Plate. " Vis-

count Mauá was constructor of the first railway in

Brazil, father of Amazon steam navigation, founder

of the Punta Area arsenal, and introducer of gas

into various cities . His last workwas the Atlantic

cable to Europe, and nowhe is occupied with the

proposed railway to Matto Grosso, over 1,000 miles-

in length.

National Bank, established in 1871, capital

£1,100,000 ; it succumbed to the crisis of 1874, but

obtained a ' moratoria ' of 3 years.

German Bank, established in 1873 , capital

£520,000, shared the same fate as the last mon-

tioned.

Popular Fluminense, founded by Mr. Andre's

Lamas of B. Ayres in 1872, counts 11,301 share-

holders, with a paid - up capital of £330,000 ; the

capital in giro ' exceeds £3,500,000.

Government Savings-Bank, established in 1861,.

receives deposits over £5 or under £400 from the

working-classes at 6 per cent per an. Accounts

capitalized every six months.

Banco do Comercio, established in 1874, paid-up
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capital £100,000, last dividend 8 per cent. Its

chief purpose is to advance money to persons who

go intothe interior to buy coffee or sugar.

Predial or Building Bank, capital £220,000 in

10,000 shares ; established in 1873 ; last dividend

9 per cent.

Bank of Bahia, with £440,000 paid-up capital.

This bank and that of Maranham are the only

ones besides the Bank of Brazil that enjoy the

right of emission. The actual emission of the

Bank of Bahia is £150,000, the specie reserve

£63,000, and the notes are further guaranteed by

Imperial stock deposited by the Bank,

Mercantile of Bahia (1859) has £440,000 capital

in £11 shares. There are 5 other banks in Bahia,

varying from £100,000 to £600,000 in paid-up

capital.

Pernambuco Commercial (1872) with a charter

for 20 years, has a nominal capital of large amount,

but only £ 100,000 paid up, in £7 shares much-

below par. Last dividend 5 per cent. Reserve

£1,100.

Maranham Bank (1857) capital £110,000 ; this

bank is one of the 3 which enjoy right of emission

in Brazil ; but must redeem 6 per cent of its notes

yearly.

Bank of Pará (1869), capital £110,000 .
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Santos Mercantile (1872), capital £100,000 in £10

shares, last dividend 44 p.c. Reserve £3,300.

Bank of Rio Grande do Sul (1857) had originally

right of emission. Nominal capital £550,000, of

which £66,000 paid up : charter until 1904. There

are two other Banks in Rio Grande.

Gas Companies.

There are 6 English companies engaged in the

gas- lighting of Rio Janeyro, Nitherohy, San Paulo,

Rio Grande, Pelotas, Port Alegre, Pará and Bahia ;

besides native gas companies at Pernambuco,

Ceara, Maranham, Campos, Santos, Campinas,

Alagoas, Sergipe, Victoria and other cities.

Rio Janeyro Gas Co., capital £720,000 in shares

of £20, is a most successful enterprise, shares rang-

ing at 50 per cent premium. The last annual divi-

dend was 10 per cent. Reserve, £32,000. London

offices at 1 Gresham House. This Co. wasfounded

by Viscount Mauâ in 1851. The works at Rio

cover an area of 5 acres. There are 5,350 street

lights in the city and outskirts.

Nitherohy, one of the suburbs of Rio, is also lit

by an English Co., whose capital is £75,000 in £10

shares. It has proved a bad business for the

shareholders ; no dividend for three years.

San Paulo Gas Co., capital £80,000 in £10 shares,

gives an annual dividend of 6 per cent. Offices in

Gt. Winchester St. , London.



40 JOINT-STOCK ENTERPRISES

Rio Grande or San Pedro Gas Co. lights the 3

cities of Rio Grande, Port Alegre and Pelotas :

the concession was originally to Baron de Ornano,

but he sold it to an English Co. in 1871.
1

Pará Gas Co., capital £175,000 in £10 shares, has

offices at 34 Leadenhall St. , London; no dividends,"

stock depressed .

Bahia Gas Co., capital £100,000 in £20 shares,

has not proved a brilliant investment ; last divi-

dend 3 per cent, shares at a low figure. This Co.

has emitted £50,000 in preference shares, some at

71, others at 10 per cent. Offices, 10. Coleman St.,

London.

Steam Navigation.

There are numerous companies for internal or

coasting steam navigation. The Imperial Treasury

grants them annual subsidies to the amount of

£378,000 sterling, the various lines representing a

total length of 24,500 miles in Brazilian waters.

Amazon Co., founded by Viscount Maua in 1852,

hasia superb line of steamers plying between Para

and Tabatinga, 1800 miles . Capital £650,000 in

£20 shares ; last dividend 7 per cent. Reserve

£22,000. Offices at 9 Gresham House, London.

See chapters on Para and Amazonas.

# Bahia Steamboat Co. , capital £ 160,000 in £10

shares, much below par. Last dividend 4 per cent.

Offices at 9 Gracechurch St. London.
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Brazilian Navigation Co. , formerly known as Con

ceicao's line, has a capital of £ 440,000 in £20 shares

with £10,000 reserve fund . This line runs steamers

from Rio Janeyro to Matto Grosso, the head-quar-

ters of the Company being at Montevideo, under

the management of Don Antonio F. Braga. It

consists properly of two lines ; one plying between

Rio Janeyro and Montevideo, calling at Santa Ca-

tharina, Santos, Rio Grande and other intermediate

ports ; the other between Montevideo and Matto

Grosso, calling at Argentine and Paraguayan

ports, and making the trip from Montevideo to

Cuyaba in about 18 days. The Co. has a subsidy

of £3,000 per an. from the Imperial Government,

and carries monthly mails between Rio Janeyro

and Matto Grosso. Two fine new steamers have

just been built (November 1876) in Scotland for

this line, and others are ordered . The accommoda.

tion afforded to travellers is admirable.

Brazilian Transatlantic Co., another native en-

terprise which has proved very successful : last

dividend 16 per cent.

Lamport and Holt's line which carries the Bra-

zilian flag and has a postal contract for coast ser.

vice. The steamers Calderón, Camoens, and Cer

vantes are fine vessels under English commanders,

plying between Rio Janeyro and Montevideo. This

company also has a monthly steamer from Rio to
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New York. The same owners run 5 steamers

monthly between England and the River Plate,

carrying mails for the British and Belgian Gov-

ernments.

Brazilian and North American Mail Company

receive a subsidy of £22,000 a year from the Bra-

zilian Government, and runs monthly steamers be-

tween United States and Rio Janeyro ; fare £50.

Liverpool and Amazon Mail line of steamers re-

ceives a subsidy from the Province of Amazonas,

plying between Liverpool and Manaos. The ser-

vice was begun by the steamer Mallard in January

1876.

Maritime Transport Co. , a native enterprise, ca-

pital £66,000, in shares of £22 ; last dividend 12

per cent. Reserve, £10,500 sterling.

Campos and Espiritu Santo S. N. Co. , capital

£53,000 in £18 shares. Dividend, 15 per cent.

Reserve, £33,000 sterling.

Paulista Steamboat Co., capital £110,000 in £2%

shares, dividend 8 per cent. Reserve, £10,000.

Union and Nitheroy Steamboat Co. is a kind of

ferry boat enterprise of native capital, in £13

shares.

Steam Ferry of Rio, capital £70,000 in £22

shares.

Besides the above there are 15 steam.boat com-

panies of minor importance, for navigating the
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San Francisco, Parahyba, Mucury, Jequitinhonha,

Paraguassú, Itajahy and affluents of the Amazon.

Although the various lines of ocean steamers

between Brazil and Europe cannot be considered

as Brazilian enterprises they have much relation

with the commercial development of the Empire

and the subjoined list will be moreover interesting

to the traveller or emigrant.

1. Royal Mail Co., from Southampton, 2 steamers

monthly, on 9th and 24th, calling at Lisbon, Capo

Verds, Pernambuco, Bahia and Rio Janeyro, en

route to R. Plate.

2. Pacific Navigation Co. from Liverpool , 2

steamers monthly, calling at Bordeaux, Vigo, Lis-

bon, Brazilian ports, River Plate, en route for West

Coast.

3. Lamport and Holt's line of Liverpool, Brazil

and R. Plate steamers, runs 5 steamers monthly

from Liverpool and London, carrying mails for Bri-

tish, Belgian and Brazilian Governments.

4. French mail-steamers twice a month from Bor-

deaux, calling at Lisbon, Dakar and Brazilian

ports, en route to R. Plate.

5, Hamburg line of steamers twice a month,

calling at Lisbon, Bahia, Rio Janeyro and Santos

en route for M.Video.

6. Lavarello's line of Italian steamers from Ge-
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noa, calling at Gibraltar and Rio Janeyro, en route

for R. Plate.

7. North German Lloyd from Bremen, calling at

Antwerp, Plymouth, Bahia and Rio Janeyro. "

8. Chargeurs Reunis, or Havre line, calling at

Teneriffe, Rio Janeyro and Santos en route for La

Plata.

9. Brazilian and North American mail Co. car-

ries monthly mails between U. States and Brazil,

calling at W. Indies.

The fares on all the above 8 lines between Eu-

rope and Brazil are nearly equal, say £30 first-class,

£20 second class ; the accommodations are of the

most sumptuous description . The voyage, is

usually about 20 days.

Mining.

San Juan del Rey, an English Co., one of the

most successful in the world, capital £253,000, in

£100 shares, has for several years declared enor-

mous dividends ; that of 1875 was 45 per cent, pre-

vious ones being still larger. It extracts gold in

the province of Minas Geraes, and took out last

year 70,000 ounces , worth £220,000 sterling. Shares

range from £400 upwards. The average of di-

vidends tor last 33 years has been 23 per cent per

an. on the capital. The net profits at present

reach £150,000 per annum. Offices, 8 Tokenhouse

Yard, London. See chapter on Minas Geraes.
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Don Pedro del Norte- another English Co., capi-

tal £61,000, also carries on operations in Minas Ge

raes. Dividend, 6 per cent. Offices, 86 London

Wall.

Cazapava Mines, Rio Grande do Sul, capital

£80,000 in £5 shares. Gen. Brazilian Gold Mining

Co., capital £50,000. Rossa Grande, another gold

Co , capital £95,000. Cuyaba Co. gold and dia-

monds, capital £88,000 ; and Sta. Barbara, capital

£20,000.

募

There are also English mining companies for

working the Candiota and Arroyo das Ratas coal-

fields in Rio Grande del Sul ; and native companies

of gold and diamond mining in Bahia, Matto

Grosso and other parts of the Empire.

Miscellaneous.

City of Rio Improvement Co., an English enter-

prise, capital £850,000 in £25 shares, which are

usually at 12 per cent premium. Last dividend 8

per cent. Reserve-tund £14,000. Offices, 11 Gres-

ham House, London.

Drainage and Water-supply of Rio Janeyro.

The contract was given by the Imperial Govern-

ment in June 1976 to Mr. Gabrielli, the celebrated

Vienna contractor, for a sum of two millions

sterling.

Pedro Segundo Docks, capital £230,000 in £8

shares ; this business has not been profitable, last
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dividend 24 per cent ; shares 50 per cent discount.

Union and Industry Road Co. , capital £200,000

in £33 shares, reserve £20,000. Business has de-

clined since the prolongation of Pedro Segundo

railway. This Co. runs very fine mail-coaches and

goods waggons from Petropolis to Juiz da Fora and

Barbacena, along a good macadamized highway.

Last dividend 5 per cent."cent.

Petropolis Co., capital £55,000 in £11 shares.

Rio Janeyro Carriage Co., capital £90,000 in £22

shares, reserve £3,300.

Brazilian Industrial Co., capital £110,000 in £22

shares.

Industrial Union Co., capital £44,000 in £22

shares.

Comercio and Lavoura Co., capital £200,000 in

£8 shares, last dividend 9 per cent.

Coffee Co., £110,000 in £8 shares, dividend 10

per cent.

Pastoral Co., £660,000 in £22 shares, dividend 12

per cent.

Commercial Association, £80,000, dividend 8

per cent.

Guanabara Fishery, £66,000 in £22 shares.

Besides the above there are Building, Steam-

washing and other companies. Also 8 Insurance

companies, varying from £22,000 to £110,000 capi-

tal. The Permanente gave 16 per cent last divi-

Ro7B9T
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dend, the Confianza and Garantia each 12 per cent,

the Providente and Popular 10, the Fidelidade,

Argos and Integridade 8 per cent ; the largest re-

serve is that of the Argos, £31,000 sterling.

The various Railway and Tramway enterprises

have already been described in a separate chapter,

pago 24.
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VI.

PUBLIC INSTRUCTION

During the space of two years the number of

schools and school-children increased nearly 20 per

cent, viz--

......

1872 1874

4,896 5,890Number of schools.....

Children attending same.. 167,437 191,172

The public schools in each Province are main-

tained out of the provincial revenue, usually ab-

sorbing one-fourth ; the total of such revenues

amounted in 1874 to £2,542,000, of which the por-

tion devoted to schools exceeded £575,000 sterling.

This gives an average cost of £3 per head annually

on the number of pupils, about the same ratio as in

the Argentine Republic and Chile. The dispropor-

tion of sexes at the public and private schools is

very great, say 5 boys to one girl.
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The following table shewsthe number of children

at school in each province and the ratio for popu

lation-

School-children Ratio

-

Amazonas.. 1,758 1 in 33 inhab.

Parà.... 10,940 1 in 24
แ

Maranham .... 6,443 1 in 56
66

Piauby 2,004 1 in 100
66

Ceará ..... 10,871 1 in 65
66

R. Gde. de Norte 6,611 1 in 35 པ66

Parahyba...... 3,900 1 in 92
66

Pernambuco.... 9,916 1 in 85
66

Alagoas... 7,015 1 in 50

པ

66

Sergipe.... 5,651 1 in 29
66

Bahia ... 17,362 1 in 75 9
0

Espirito Santo .. 2,356
1 in 39

9
9

Rio Janeyro .... 49,340 1 in 25
66

San Paulo...... 16,446 1 in 51
66

Paraná.... 3,172 1 in 40
66

Santa Catarina..

Rio Gde. do Sul. 14,551

Minas Geraes .. 24,104

Goyaz...

3,714 1 in 43
66

1 in 30
66

1 in 81
66

2,666 in 60

3
9

Matto Grosso ... 1,361 1 in 44 6
4

191,170 1 in 51
66

4
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Besides the above schools there are 19.colleges

with 1368 ecclésiastical students, a large number

of military schools or arsenals for orphans in the

various provinces, and 1472 naval apprentices.

Amongthe higher educational institutes are the

following-

Polytechnic School, at Rio Janeyro, attended by

400 students, in 26 classes ; course of studies 3

years, after which students take diplomas as engi-

neers. Besides the library and laboratory this aca-

demy has a fine collection of botany, zoology and

minerals.

College of Medicine at Rio, 615 students, 36 pro-

fessors ; course of study six years. Last year 54

students graduated M. D. and 32 took pharmacen-

tical diplomas. Foreign doctors are not allowed to

practise in Brazil until they have passed examina-

tion, and before presenting themselves they must

hand in diplomas from some foreign college or

faculty, duly viseed bythe Brazilian Consul in that

country. The same rule applies to dentists, sur-

geons and midwives.

Bahia Medical College ; 360 students, 21 profes-

sors : same course as at Rio Janeyro. Last year

32 students took M. D. and 64 passed as apothe-

caries. The above two Medical Colleges cost the

Imperial Government £24,000 a year.

Pernambuco Law Institute, 260 students, 11 pro-
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fessors, course of study 5 years. Last year 58

students graduated as Bachelor or Doctor of Laws.

San Paulo Law Institute, 145 students, 11' pro

fessors, same course as above : 25 graduates last

year. Each of these colleges has a good library.

The Imperial Government spends £19,000 per an

on this faculty.

Commercial Institute of Rio, 57 students, course

4years, annual expenditure £2,300.

Academy of Arts, 318 students, 27 professors, for

study of painting, sculpture, music &c. An annual

exhibition is held in the Pinacothek, when the

prizes are distributed . The winner of the highest

is sent to Rome to pursue his studies 6 years at cost

of the State. The Music-hall counts 108 young la-

dies and gentlemen. The annual cost of the Aca

demy is £4,300.

Science and learning are much advanced by the

numerous literary societies, foremost among which

is the Instituto Historico, of which the Emperor is

chairman; it was founded in 1838, and meets every

fortnight at the Palace, publishing a quarterly re-

port of 800 pages, of which 45 volumes have already

appeared. The Medical Association, founded in

1829, meets once a week at the Town-hall, and

publishes a similar review. The Polytechnic 80-

ciety, under the presidency of Count D'Eu, is de-

voted to engineering and artillery. The Law As
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sociation, founded in 1743, publishes a review on

matters of jurisprudence. The Typographic So-

ciety patronizes the publication of works bearing on

Brazil. The School of Cicero devotes itself to cul-

tivating the classics. Besides the above there are

17 other associations of a literary or musical cha-

racter in Rio Janeyro, while similar societies are

found in most of the capitals of provinces.

The Press has attained great development of

late years ; there are 299 newspapers and periodi .

cals, of which 44 are pubìished at Rio Janeyro, and

245 in the provinces . The foremost paper is the

Jornal do Commercio, daily issue over 15,000 copies,

tounded in 1821, and employing 258 persons.

The Diario is the father of the Brazilian Press, hav-

ing been founded in 1817 ; daily issue 5,000 copies.

The Globo is also an important paper, of recent

date, chiefly devoted to telegraphic news. The An-

glo-Brazilian Times is edited by Mr. W. Scully, and

the South American Mail by an American gentle-

man. There are 50 printing-offices in Rio Janeyro,

besides 300 in the provinces. The most notable of

provincial journals are the Diario of Pernambuco,

circulation 6,000, and the Diario of Bahia.

Free libraries are rapidly multiplying all over the

Empire. The Nat. Library at Rio counts 120,000

volumes, the Medical Library, 17,500 volumes ; the

Polytechnic 6,000 ; the Naval 19,000 ; the Museum
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9,000; theBenedictine 8,000; the Fluminense 42,000;

the Portuguese 52,000 ; the British 6,300 ; the Ger

man 5,800 ; the Historical Institute 7,000 ; the Mu

nicipal 14,500 volumes. All these are free to the

public, the number of annual visitors varying from

5,000 in some to 15,000 in others, the largest num

bers being those of the Nat. Library and the Muni-

cipal. There are also 86 free libraries in the prov-

inces, mostly maintained by local contribution, with

subsidies from the Imperial Treasury. All the

above free public libraries make up a total of

461,272 volumes, consulted last year by 85,044

persons.
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KORDURE. I DE

CHARITABLE INSTITUTIONS

VII.

CHARITABLE INSTITUTIONS

In all the cities of Brazil the traveller is struck

with the magnificence of the hospitals and charit-

able institutions , and it bas often been asserted

thatthe Hospital of Rio Janeyro is the finest in the

world. It was founded as the Holy House ofMercy

in 1545, and subsequently endowed by Philip II.,

who was then king of Spain and Portugal. Last

year (1875) this Hospital admitted 14,512 patients,

two-thirds Europeans, only 4,985 being Brazilians :

the number of deaths was 2,417, say 16 pe: cent,

this heavy mortality being caused in great measure

bythe Yellow Fever, which carried off 435 patients
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before they were 24 hours admitted. Attached to

the Hospital is the Lunatic Asylum, containing

usually 400 patients. Both establishments are un-

der the care of Sisters of Charity, who have also 4

dispensaries in various parts of Rio, which gave

medicine last year to 10,354 applicants ; they have

also a Foundling House, Girls' Orphan-asylum and

the Hospice of St. Theresa. The annual income

and endowments of the Hospital and its branches

amount to £198,000, and the expenses last year

were £180,000 , thus leaving a surplus of £ 18,000™

for the funds, which comprise over £100,000 in

State-securities for dowers to orphans and such

other purposes. A portion of last year's surplus

was expended in adding a Protestant wing to the

cemetery. The total value of lands, buildings and

stock-securities held by the Hospital exceeds two

millions sterling. Sailors of all nationalities, and

orphans of every creed and color are recipients of:

the bountiful care of the Sisters of Charity in this

institution. There is also a branch-hospital for

contagious diseases, which admitted last year 650

Brazilians and 1374 Europeans : there were 416

deaths. Besides the above hospital at Rio each

province has similar institutes, for the most part

under the care of Sisters of Charity. Rio Janeyro

has also numerous hospitals connected with con-

ventual institutions.

9
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Franciscan hospital, founded in 1619, is attached

to the church and convent of St. Francis, and has

169 endowments, with an income of £50,000 per

annum. It admitted last year 1,013 sick, of whom

$2 died .

Carmelite hospital, founded in 1638, has 71 en-

dowments with an income of £8,500 ; it received

last year 1765 patients, of whom 77 died .

Hospital of St. Francis de Paul, founded in 1756,

is attached to one of the finest churches in Rio ,

and has an income of £13,000 . It admitted 626

patients last year, of whom 38 died.

The Calvary refuge for old men is not yet open ;

that of the Immaculate Concepcion, for old women,

has 8 endowments besides 50'apolices ' of the In-

ternal Debt.

Candelaria hospital is for Lazars, or persons suf-

fering from Elephantiasis. It was founded in 1775,

the church and hospital having cost over £200,000.

There are 100 endowments, the annual revenue ex-

ceeding £21,000. Sixty patients were admitted

last year : the friars also distribute alms.

Santa Cruz is a military confraternity to succor

the widows and orphans of soldiers ; it grants 274

pensions, out of a revenue of £24,000 sterling per

annum.

Benedictine and Rosary societies have for object
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to assist poor negroes when sick, and also to redeem

a certain number of slaves annually.

St. Theresa orphanage, founded in 1860, has an

income of£16,000 from private donations. It gives

dowries of £200 each to the most deserving girls,

and allows shelter to a number of old women. The

Princess Isabel in 1871 laid the foundation stone of

an orphanage for this institution, which has cost

£4,300 to build.

Blind Asylum, counts 30 children, but the num-

ber will be much greater when the new building is

completed, to hold 600. The annual donations

amount to £11,000. Some of the teachers have

been born blind, and others formerly children

brought up in this institute now earn a living as

piano tuners, or music teachers.

Deaf and Dumb Institute, fouuded in 1856, has

20 pupils. Itis about 4 miles from the city, and is

supported by the State at a cost of £6,000 per

annum.

There are in Rio Janeyro 28 other charitable

institutions, including the Old Men's home, the

Invalid asylum , the British, French, Swiss, Ger-

man, Belgian, Italian, Spanish, Portuguese, and

Hebrew hospitals. The Swiss wasfounded in 1821,

the British in 1837, the others later ; all being sup-

ported by donations.
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Monte Pio is a kind of institute different trom

those of Italy of the same name. There are 3 at

Rio Janeyro, and annuities in favor of a third per-

son may be purchased, not exceeding £600 per an-

num. The Civil Service Monte Pio, established in

1835, has a capital of £360,000 in Imperial stocks .

The Monte Pio Genl. has £620,000 capital, being

for the general public. The Naval Monte Pio pro-

vides half pay for families of deceased officers.
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VIII.

ARMY AND NAVY

The standing army in time of peace is 16,055,

but may be raised to 32,000 men if occasion re-

quire. The cavalry are armed with Winchesters,

the infantry with Comblains, the artillery with

Krupps and Whitworths. The officers carry Le-

faucheaux revolvers.

The Nat. Guard comprises 616,596 rank and file,

without including a reserve of 125,186 men, viz-

96 squadrons of cavalry,

11 batteries of artillery,

278 battalions of infantry,

79 battalions of the reserve.
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There is also a police-force organized on a mili-

tary footing, mustering 10,792 men, each province

supporting its own force.

There are military arsenals at Rio Janeyro, Ba-

hia, Pernambuco, Parà, Rio Grande do Sul, and

Cuyabá, where orphan boys are trained in various

trades between the ages of 7 and 16 years. The

Rio Janeyro arsenal counts 600 workmen and 400

apprentices. At the age of 16 the latter are

allowed to choose whether they will enter the army

or follow their trades ; they are very clever turners,

carpenters, boot-makers, saddlers, jewellers, tin-

smiths, cabinet-makers, blacksmiths &c. The disci-

pline in these arsenals and the appearance of the

boys cause the general admiration of travellers.

The arsenal of Rio is in connexion with Fort Con-

geigao arms-factory, where firelocks are converted,

guns rifled &c. The Musquetry-school at Campo

Grande has 70 cadets, besides a Military-school of

95 cadets, and an artillery school of more than 300

youths. There isa laboratory for making cartridges

at Campinho, a station on the Pedro Segundo Rail-

way, distant 16 miles from Rio : the works com-

prise 42 ranges of building, covering an area of 24

acres: in time of peace there are 120 workmen,

who turn out 30,000 cartridges daily. The Powder-

factory is at Raiz da Estrella, terminus of the Mauá

railway, on the way to Petropolis : it has powertul



ARMY AND NAVY 61

steam machinery, and can produce 150 tons powder

per annum. The Imperial Government has an im-

portant foundry attached to the iron mines of Ipa-

nema, San Paulo, which turns out steel cannon,

small arms, and agricultural implements,

Numerous military or penal settlements have

been established in various parts of the Empire.

The most important is on the island of Fernando

Noronha, in mid-ocean , 210 miles from Cape San

Roque. The total population between garrison and

convicts is 2,088 ; some are occupied in agriculture ;

others work as blacksmiths, carpenters, shoe-

makers, &c.; the Government allows a portion of

their earnings to be set aside for them till the time

of their release. Maize produces 400-fold, and cot-

ton is grown equal to the best Sea-Island. There

are 547 houses on the island, besides church,

schools, infirmary, forts, prison and light-house.

Military colonies are found at the following re-

mote points of territory, chiefly to keep back In-

dian incursions—

1. Obidos, on the Amazon, with 500 inhabitants ;

it stands on a hill, enjoys every advantage as re-

gards climate and soil, and is thriving.

2. Alcantara, province of Maranham, is 16 miles

from the town of Gurupy, and 65 from the sea-

board. It counts 600 souls, including the garrison,
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and raises coffee, sugar, cotton, &c.; besides, the

surrounding forests are of valuable timber.

3. Dourados. province of Matto Grosso, was an

old settlement, to keep back the Coroado Indians ;

it was destroyed by the Paraguayans in 1864, but is

again reviving, the situation being healthy and

fertile.

4. Miranda, also established to check the Coroa-

dos, is on the river Miranda, in a country of rich

pastures which raises the largest horned cattle in

Brazil.

5. Itapura, San Paulo, counts 335 souls, and is

situate below the great falls of Tieté, upper Pa-

rana, in the midst of virgin forests abounding in

game. The garrison raises some coffee, cotton,

tobacco and potatoes ; subsisting mainly on fish .

6. Avanaandava, same province, is on the right

bank of theTieté, and counts 1,000 inhabitants,

who subsist by agriculture.

7. Sta. Theresa, on the high-road from San Josè

to Lages, consists of land -grants to superannuated

soldiers, along the river Itajahy in a favorable soil

and climate ; population, 454 souls.

8. Pedro Segundo, province of Parà, is on the

banks of the Araguary, 150 miles from its mouth ;

the garrison raises beans and mandioca.

9. San Juan de Araguaya, in the same province,
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counts 71 houses, 259 inhabitants, chapel, work-

shops, &c.

10. Urucu, in Minas Geraes, is near the Mucury.

11. Itacayu was established in 1867 on the Ara-

guaya to facilitate communication with Matto

Grosso from the Amazon. It is 40 miles south of

Leopoldina, near the reef of Agaa Branca, which

impedes all navigation.

12. Caseros, 272 pop. is situate near Lagoa Ver-

melha, province of Rio Grande do Sul.

13. Leopoldina, Alagoas, was originally a collec-

tion of fugitives from justice and is now a prosper-

ous settlement of 4,000 inhabitants, who raised last

year large crops of sugar and tobacco, besides 60

tons of cotton.

14. Iatahy, province of Paraná, stands at the

mouth of the Tibagy, with 293 military settlers

who have saw-mills, oil - factory, chapel and schools.

Besides the above there are 4 new military colo-

nies in Matto Grosso to keep back the Indians, at

Nioac, Brilhante, Lamare on the San Lorenzo, and

Conceicao near the settlement of civilized Indians

at Albuquerque.

Also 4 new outposts called Xagú, Chopim , Ere

and Guarapuava, in the province of Paranà, to

guard agains the Indians, or rather to attract them

by degrees to civilized life. The policy of the Im-

perial Government has always been most amicable
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to the Indians, and most of the tribes are now

quite friendly to white men. There are 57 Capuchin

missionaries supported by Government, who have

missions of tame Indians in Matto Grosso, Mina s

Geraes, Goyaz, Amazonas, Parà, Marauham, Ala-

goas and Sergipe. There are also 33 Franciscan

Missions, some ofthem amongst the most ferocious

Indian tribes, such as Nonohay mission of Coroa-

dos, this tribe being one of the most deadly known .

Over 20,000 Indians are now under instruction.

Navy.

representing total

Two of the most

The navy comprises 15 iron-clad or armour-plated

vessels, and 55 wooden ships, carrying in all 137

guns of various calibres and

steam power of 11,188 horse.

powerful ironclads in the world have been recently

built for Brazil, namely the Independència at Lon-

don and the Javary at Cherbourg. The fleet is

manned by 7,500 sailors and 338 officers ; the lat-

ter including 1 Admiral and 2 vice-admirals. Dur-

ing the Paraguayan war the fleet was put in a

state of perfect efficiency, and behaved with great

spirit in the battle of Riachuelo. The Government

still devotes every attention to this branch ofthe

service.

The Imperial dock-yards and arsenal at Rio em-

ploy over 3,000 workmen, mostly Brazilians ; here
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have been built half the vessels composing the

navy, the Trajano being the latest, admitted to be a

chef d'œuvre of naval construction ,

There are two dock-yards at Ilha das Cobras, cut

in the rock; the Imperial and Santa Cruz. The

traveller may also find it of interest to visit Wil-

son's Commercial Dock at the Island of Mocanguè

Pequeno, 45 feet wide at entrance and 405 feet

long it is cnt out of solid rock, and capable of

admitting vessels of almost every size. Every

facility is afforded to vessels requiring repairs. On

the island are bonded warehouses.

Sir John Hawkshaw's plans have been adopted

tor making a dock at Maranham, where the tide.

rises and falls 20 feet : these works are progressing.

It is also proposed to make a dock at Belem , more

generally known as Pará.

The Mauá Dock and arsenal at Punta Area, near

Rio Janeyro, will be described in the chapter on

that province.

There is also a Naval Arsenal near to Nitherohy ;

it has 26 lathes worked by steam-power, also cir-

cular saws, and all machinery for cutting metal,

making percussion caps, torpedoes, &c. It has

been notably enlarged since 1874, and nowemploys

810 workmen, who turn out 1,000 cartridges daily,

besides making small arms.

The navy list comprises the following effectives :

5
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3,000 able seamen, Marinheiros Imperiales,

3,400 cadets or apprentices in 17 companies,

1,000 Imperial Marine Artillery,

338 fighting officers and commanders,

313 surgeons, engineers and pursers.

At the Ilha do Governador a Naval Home for

invalid sailors has recently been erected ; the en-

dowments reach £44,000 sterling.

The Budget for 1876 shows the following items—

£ 1,680,000
Army

Navy .

Docks and harbors

1,240,000

1,200,000

These 3 items make up about one-third of the

total expenditure .

Ladario arsenal, commenced in 1874, is only

second to that of Rio , employing over 1,000 work-

men, and fitted with all the newest machinery.

Some of the departments are under the direction

of clever Brazilian youths educated in English and

French dock-yards . There are numerous English

and other foreign operatives. Ladario is 4 miles

below Curumbá, near the junction of San Lorenzo

and Paraguay rivers, province of Matto Grosso .

The surrounding woods are of timber admirably

adapted for ship-building.

The efficacy of the Brazilian fleet was tested in

the most remarkable manner by the fortress of

Humayta, which was generally considered as im-
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pregnable as Cronstadt.Cronstadt. It was freely predicted

that the iron-clads would never pass those frown-

ing batteries of 180 heavy cannon enfilading the

narrow channel, rendered still more difficult by a

sharp curve of the river, where the Paraguayans

had thrown across a formidable boom. English,

French and American officers who had inspected

the position agreed that the Brazilian monitors

would be certainly sunk if they attempted the pas-

sage. In fact, nature and art combined to make

Humayta the strongest naval fortress in South

America, the various batteries having been finished

with great care, during 20 years, under European

engineers employed by Lopez. Some ofthe guus

were 140 -pounders, others of less calibre, cast in

the Asuncion Arsenal, the heaviest battery being

that of Londres, which was casemated, like most

of the others . No wonder that for three years it

defied the Brazilian fleet, as it had ten years before

defied a powerful U. States squadron of wooden

vessels. It was thought that even iron-clads would

be sunk in attempting to pass the concentrated fire

of so many batteries, to which they must be ex-

posed at least half-an-hour.

At last on the morning of Feb. 19th 1868 three

Brazilian ironclads, built in England, steamed up

before daybreak and were speedily under fire of

the batteries, which opened up so terrific a cau-
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nomade that the earth shook at Itapiru , at the

mouth of the Paraguay river, and the tide lashed

itself upon the shore, although several miles dis-

ant. As soon as the three ironclads doubled the

bond in front of Londres battery they were within

pistol range, having to hng the shore for fully a

quarter of an hour under the tremendous raking

fre of 180 guns. The passage under fire was 42

minutes in duration, and when this tremendous

eat was accomplished the ironclads sent up signal

rockets as agreed on with the land forces, to sig-

ify thatthey had forced the passage. This was the

farning point of the Paraguayan war, and reflected

no less credit on the officers and men than on thơ

mirable construction of the vessels, more espe-

cially as iron plated vessels had been viewed with

Aistrust since the sinking of the italian ironclad at

issa by the Austrian wooden ship. The tall of

Humaytà was the prelude to the end of a war

which cost the lives of over 250,000 men, between

combatants,aud an expenditure of forty millions

sterling by the Brazilians.
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IX.

AGRICULTURE AND COLONIES

The soil is generally so fertile as to produce

crops of amazing abundance ; maize yields from

150 to 400-fold ; rice as much as 1,000-fold ; whew'~

from 30 to 70-fold . An acre of cotton is found to

give 4 times as much as in North America ; white

the cultivation of coffee and sugar brings as mack

wealth to Brazil as could the most productive go

mines or diamond-fields.

An able-bodied man can easily cultivate 2,00

coffee-trees, on an area of 5 acres English, whic

will give him an average crop of 6,000 lbs. of coffee

worth about £80 . Even on the slave coffee-plan
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tations it is computed that the crop equals £60 per

head, for men, women and children. Coffee is al-

most the only staple product of Brazil that white

labor can be applied to as well as that of slaves.

Sugar-cane is a very profitable crop, but only

suited for negroes ; the canes last 20, and some-

times 40 years. A strong negro can look after 5

acres, which will yield 200 tons of sugar, worth

£ 140 sterling ; of this sum the negroes salary will

take about £30 sterling.

Cotton is a crop suitable for European settlers

with small capital. A man can attend to 7 acres, '

with 14,000 cotton plants, the yield averaging 64

tons unginued , worth about £80 ,

Tobacco, india-rubber and other articles of expor-

tation have been already alluded to in the chapter

on Commerce.

Mandioca surpasses all as a lucrative branch of

agriculture, and at the same time demands little

labor. There is, for example a farm at Campos,

near Rio, only 12 acres in extent, which regularly

produces 37 tons of tapioca, from the mandioca

root, representing a market value of £520 sterling

per annum.

Some provinces are rather of pastoral than agri-

cultural industry. For instance Rio Grande do

Sul exported in 1874 no less than 24,000 tons of

dried beef, representing a value of £660,000.
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The Imperial Government spares no efforts to en-

courage rural industry. Besides the sum of

2,600,000£ which the Bank of Brazil is bound to

advance to planters at 6 per cent per annum ano-

ther valuable aid is rendered by the Mortgage

Bank, capital £4,400,000 , which is authorized to

lend double its capital at interest not exceeding 7

per cent and a sinking-fund spread over 30 years ;

the Government giving a guarantee of 5 per cent

on the capital. Moreover the Government has set

apart funds from the new loan to guarantee 7 per

-cert per annum on whatever capital (up to a total

of £3,300,000 sterling) may be invested by planters

in erecting sugar-mills or improved machinery for

coffee-plantation . A new sugar-mill has been put

up near Macahé on this plan , the Government gua .

ranteeing 7 per cent on an outlay of £80,000 ; the

mill to turn out 3,000 tons sugar ye. rly.

As the gradual abolition of slavery which has

been going on for some years, since the Emauci-

pation Law of Viscount Paranhos, has already

reduced the number of slaves to one million and

will entirely abolish slavery before the close of the

19th century, every effort is made to introduce

European settlers on a great scale. Contracts have

been made with shipping firms at Antwerp, Ham-

burg and other foreign ports for more than 100,000

able-bodied colonists, the Government paying the
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shippers £6 per head on the settlers landed in Bra-

zil. The authorities supply these settlers with

house, food &c. till forwarded to their destination.

English colonies in Brazil have generally proved

an utter failure, but the German colonies in Rio

Grande do Sul have been most successful, count-

ing over 60,000 colonists, besides sundry flourish-

ing colonies in San Paulo, Santa Catarina, Para-

na and other Provinces, of which detailed accounts

will be found in subsequent chapters.
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X.

RIO JANEYRO

The entrance to the Bay of Rio; about 1 mile

across, is the most magnificent picture that ever

delighted the eye of man. The Sugar-loaf rises

precipitately nine hundred feet on the left, while

Santa Cruz on the right overlooks a fort of 100

guns . As we advance into the Bay the scene

changes every moment like a kaleidoscope, the

mountains moving one behind another and chang

ing their shape, till we get full view of the city,

numerous islands topped with convents or batteries,

and the peaks of Gavia, Tijuca and the Organ

Mountains, which form the limit of the splendid

panorama. The Bay is 100 miles round : all the ,

navies in the world might ride at anchor here
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Ferry-steamers are seen crossing it in all directions

to the various suburbs that lie along the water's

edge or on the slope of the hills crowned with luxu-

riant tropical vegetation . War-vessels and mer-

ebautmen display the flags of all nations, the ton-

nage of this port being greater than any other in

South America. Owing to the number of vessels

and the semi-stagnant nature of the Bay the fish

are not considered wholesome . At times also yel-

low-fever is very prevalent, usually from January

to May, and if the traveller have to land here he

should not sleep even for one night in the city, but

proceed at once to the mountain suburbs of Tijuca

or Petropolis.

Rio Janeyro, the capital of this vast empire, is

the largest city in the continent, having a popula- .

tion of 270,000 souls, or with the suburbs 400,000 .

It was teunded in 1556 by the French adventurer

Nicholas Durand de Villegagnon, Knight of Malta,

who had previously saved Mary Queen of Scots

from English cruisers, and was reckoned one of the

bravest men of his day . The fort that bears his

name in the Bay marks the spot where he arrived

with the two small vessels of his command, which

had been fitted out by Coligny, on the understand-

ing that Rio Janeyro was to become an asylum for

Huguenots. Villegagnon had only 80 men, and his

settlement was destroyed in 1560 by the Portuguese,
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who built a city here in 1565, aud called it San Se-

bastian from the Saint's day, 20th January ; at the

same time calling the bay Rio Janeyro under the

impression that it was a river.

It stands in 24 deg. 50 min. South latitude, being

just outside the tropics, and is by no means an un-

pleasant or unhealthy place. There is little varia-

tion of season, even the winter months being as

hot as Algiers; and in summer the temperature

rarely goes above 90 in the shade. Of course it is

very enervating for persons who have to attend to

business in the hot season ; the diplomatic and

other affluent classes repair to Petropolis and other

mountain retreats. The average mortality of Ric

Janeyro is about the same as in New York or Ber-

lin, say 40 per thousand, or double the rate of

London.

City improvements on a large scale have been

effected in recent years by an English company,

which is still extending its operations, and causing

a steady decline in the death rate. Even when yel-

low fever prevails the deaths rarely exceed fifteen

or twenty per day. The supply of water is healthy

and abundant ; the aqueduct from Tijuca was built

in the time of the Jesuits. It is proposed now to

cut away the Morro .. just behind the

city, and admit such a current of fresh air as will

reduce the temperature five or ten degrees ; an
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English company has offered to do the work if

allowed to dispose of the site of the mountain

when cut away.

Near the Bay the streets are narrow and gloomy,

all drawn in straight lines except the Rua Direita :

this is the busiest thoroughfare, with the Exchange,

banks and principal merchants' houses. Rua dos

Ouvidores is the gayest, owing to the number of

jewellers and vendors of feather-flowers &c.: here

you can obtain diamond ornaments about one-

third cheaper than in Europe, and the beautiful

stuffed humming-birds and feather flowers which

form so large an article of commerce. The Em-

press, in union with Lady Burdett Coutts, is en-

deavouring to check the destruction of humming-

birds, since the French dealers are killing and ex-

porting them in thousands as ornaments for ladies

head-dresses. Some of the streets off Rua Ouvidor

are so narrow that when a Brazilian grandee comes

along in his mule-carriage you must step into a

shop on either side to let him pas . But in the

newer parts of the town the thoroughfares are spa-

cious and well-built, especially the Constitution

Square, where there is a fine equestrian statue of

Pedro Primero.

The public buildings are hardly in keeping with

so great a metropolis. The churches are not re-

markable for size or beauty ; the clubs, theatres
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and hotels are inferior to those of B. Ayres. Ne-

vertheless the bustle and traffic in the streets near

the water-side cannot be equalled by any other city

in South America. The busiest places are the

Market and Exchange. The former is remark-

able for the wonderful variety of fruit, sold by

enormous black women, some of whom are slaves,

others slave-owners. The Exchange is thronged

with hundreds of merchants, chiefly dealers in

coffee, English being amongst the foremost. Here

the telegrams are daily posted up from from all

parts of the world, and a fine reading.room is at-

tached . The British Consulate, Post-office, Ex-

change, and Emperor's palace are close together ;

Carson's and Exchange hotels are also near, and

all within five minutes walk of the landing-place .

In charitable institutious few cities cam compare

with this. English physicians who have visited

every hospital in Europe testify that the hospital

of Rio far exceeds them all : it is under the care of

French Sisters of Charity, and is admirably ma-

naged. The same may be said of the Lunatic asy-

lum, Foundling home, and similar institutions ,

which call forth from visitors louder praises than

even the matchless scenery of Rio.

The Botanical gardens have justly attained a

world-wide celebrity by the magnificent avenue of

palms. The Botafogo Tramway conveys passen-
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gers thither, running through a delightful series of

suburbs, composed of noblemen's villas. The tra-

veller who wishes to see Rio properly should make

short trips on all the lines of Tramway, to Laran-

geiras, Botafogo, Gloria, &c., which will be less

fatiguing and obviate the risk of sunstroke. The

Hotel de Estrangeiros near Botafogo is a favorite

resort of such travellers as have not time or incli-

nation to go farther from town. From here nume-

rous pleasant excursions may be made, such as to

the Sugar-loat : this precipitous peak was ascended

by an American lady who put her glove on the top;

but several persons have since lost their lives in a

similar attempt.

Permission to see the arsenal is easily obtained .

Here some war-vessels have been built, and the

workshops are well served by native and foreign

workmen. A portion of the arsenal was accident-

ally burnt two years ago. Last year another arse-

nal, the property of Viscount Maua, was inaugur-

ated by the Emperor at Punta Arena, some miles

from the city it has cost £250,000, being supplied

with all the newest inventions and machinery from

Eugland.

Among the charming suburbs which are the

glory of Rio the nearest is San Cristobal, remark-

able for the Emperor's palace, where he usually

gives audience to foreign visitors in the evening.
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Dom Pedro speaks all European languages fluently,

and is moreover of high scientific attainments, be-

ing a member of several learned societies in France

and England , and a patron of arts and schools .

His personal appearance and deportment are digni-

fied and prepossessing, and such persons as have

had the privilege of spending some evenings at the

palace invariably testify to the amiable character

of the Imperial family. The Empress was an Ita-

lian Princess, and is aunt to the ex-King of Naples.

The Count D'Eu, son-in-law of Dom Pedro, gene-

rally resides at Rio or Petropolis , his wife being

heiress to the crown. Another daughter was mar-

ried to the Count de Saxe ; she died at Vienna.

The Emperor is of Democratic tastes : his salary is

partly spent in schools, and most of his time is de-

voted to the arsenal and public works. The great

objects of his reign have been public instruction.

and the abolition of slavery.

The Province of Rio Janeyro has an area of

42,370 square miles, with a population of 1,002,548

souls. There are numerous public schools, attend-

ed by 49,340 children.

The city of Rio Janeiro public schools are

included in the above returus for the Province.

Public instruction is making great progress :

besides the University and upper and lower

class schools there are numerous literary socie-
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ties, such as the Historical Association, ofwhich

the Emperor is president. There are 14 newspa-

pers, the most important being the Jornal do Co-

mercio ; the Anglo-Brazilian Times, edited by Mr.

William Scully, is well-known to foreign readers .

This gentleman is also author of a Handbook on

Brazil, published in 1865. The traveller will find

in the bookshops of Rio some admirable photo-

graphs of the best scenery around ; the Album

do Brazil' is a splended work of this description .

Visitors cannot fail to be struck with the bril-

liancy of the jewelry shops in Rua Ouvidor, Rua

Ourives and other streets. The best silversmiths

are Domingo and Farani, Valeutin and V. Resse.

Distilled perfumes and liqueurs of many kinds

are manufactured by Coutinho and Vianna.

Articles of carved ivory, rosewood, &c. are made

by Amaro Jose Pereyra, Eduardo Barata, J. de

Oliveira, and Lorenzo Dominguez ; feather-flowers

by Mdlle Natte, Rua Ouvidor ; flowers of fish-

scales, by Joaquin Fernandez, and embroidered

cotton hammocks by Lagos, Miranda, Souza and

Filgueras. The traveller should visit the factory

of St. Alexo at Mage, not far from the city; it

employs 170 German and Portuguese operatives ,

who turn out beautiful hammocks and consume

over 50 tons of cotton yearly in this article of

manufacture .
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At the school for Blind Children a great deal of

needle-work is produced, especially cloaks , shirts

and stockings . At the Agricultural Institute the

traveller will see fine samples of tobacco, cotton,

and all the products, as well as farming imple-

ments. The best cigars are those of Bastos, Dje-

bel, Correa, Mendonza, Castanhera and Olivera

Pinto. Drugs and chemicals may be had at Alexo

Gary, F. Farant or Domingues Viera . saddlery of

F. Catinot, Abreu Guimaraens or Marcellino Silva ;

preserved meats and butter of L. P. Halliot ; sweet-

meats of Querioz and Menezes. There are a dozen

brewers in and about the town ; Leyden's beer is

the best known.

The best photographic views of Rio and its

suburbs are those by George Lenzinger, Stahl and

Wahnschaffe, Fleyuss Bros. , Linde and Heck.

Excellent maps are published by Fleyuss and Linde.

Books in all languages may be obtained of Messrs.

E. and H. Laemmert, 61 Rua dos Invalidos, and

we can specially recommend Mr. Scully's work on

Brazil. The visitor may find it interest to visit the

Anglo- Brazilian Times Office, 78 Rua do Hospicio,

and that of the South American Mail, 184 Rua Ria-

chuelo. The most important newspaper in Brazil

or in all South America is the Jornal de Commercio,

65 Rua Ouvidor, which was founded in 1821 and

circulates 15,000 copies daily ; it employs 8 editors

6
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and 250 operatives, besides 80 correspondents, and

consumes 600 tons of paper yearly. The Diario de

Rio is 60 years old and circulates 5,000 daily. The

Globo is a new paper connected with telegraphic

enterprise. There are numerous papers of less

note.

Rio and the suburbs are magnificently lighted

with gas. The first company was formed by Ba-

ron Maua in 1851 , who transferred his rights to a

London Co. There are 5,500 street lamps, the

annual cost of which is £70,000 sterling. The mu-

nicipal revenue of the city exceeds £110,000 , hav-

ing increased 50 per cent in the last 10 years. The

Imperial Government pays for gas-lighting, water-

supply, prisons, police, fire-brigade and other ex-

penses usually municipal ; this is because the city

is federalized, after the manner of Washington.

The city comprises 423 streets and 33 plazas or

squares ; the largest of these latter is Campo

Sant Anna, with an area of 40 acres, elegantly

planted ; in the centre is a monument to the sol-

diers who fell in the Paraguayan war. Plaza Con.

stitucion has a noble equestrian statue of Pedro

the First. Largo San Francisco is the terminus of

the Tijuca tramway. The other principal squares

are those of Onze de Junio, Caxias, Ajuda, Marin-

has and Imperatriz,

In commercial activity no city in South America
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rivals Rio, which is said to come next after New

York among the trading centres ofthe New World.

There are 8,943 houses of business, of which 7,263

belong to Europeans. The aunual import and ex-

port trade averages £21 millions sterling ; arrivals

and departures summing up last year 4,310 sea-

going vessels with an aggregate of 2,473,000 tons.

The Custom-house of Rio gives £44 millions sterl.

to the Imperial Treasury. The port is defended

by 6 fortresses, the principal being those of Santa

Cruz and San Juan with casemate batteries. Forty-

eight steam boats ply, every half-hour, across the

Bay, between Rio, Nitheroy, Paqueta Island, Pie-

dade, Villa Nova, Maua and other suburbs, or as

tugs for vessels entering port ; besides 800 smal!

ferry-boats or gigs to convey passengers in any

direction .

There are 2,000 hack-coaches, besides various

lines of tramway. Over 10 million passengers are

carried yearly on the lines known as Botanical

Gardens and City of Rio. Another line runs from

the Nitheroy wharf to Campo Sant Anna, and there

are 3 suburban lines to Tijuca, Isabel and Santa

Theresa. Omnibuses ply on all sides, and the tra

veller should return from Tijuca by the coach which

starts from Boa Vista for the Botanical Gardens,

a delightful ride of 10 miles of enchanting scenery

through the mountains.

6*
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The General Post -Office is now on an improved

footing ; the mails to and from Europe are con-

veyed by 20 steamers, English, French, German

and Italian. There is also a monthly mail - steamer

to United States ; and almost daily communica

tion with the ports along the seaboard and the River

Plate. Subsidies are paid to lines of steamers

trading up the Amazon, the Paraguay and other

rivers, as also the Lamport and Holt's admirable

coast-steamers. The total expenditure of the Postal

service of the Empire is £106,000, while the reve-

nue reaches £113,000 per annum. The various

Provinces make up the following postal receipts.

Rio Janeyro .

San Paulo ..

Pernambuco

Bahia .

Minas Geraes .

Other provinces ..

£53,200

11,150

8,320

6,500

6,200

27,630

£113,000

Brazil has made postal treaties with France,

Spain, Belgium, United States, Peru, and is now

concluding same with Great Britain, Italy and

other Powers.

Water-supply is being rapidly extended to every

part of the capital, at present serving over 250

miles of streets and giving 70 quarts to each inha-

bitant. There are 740 pillar- tountains , besides
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240 conduits for fire-engines . The Carioca aque-

duct, built in the last century, is a massive work,

bringing the water a distance of six miles, the

arches in some places being 60 feet high. Since

the English City Improvements Co. has been formed

the water-supply is greatly increased, and a better

system of drainage has sensibly reduced the morta-

lity. The drainage service costs £102,000 per ann

The public-buildings of the capital comprise a

cathedral, 70 churches, 7 convents, the imperial pa-

lace, bourse, museum, mint, war-office, arts-acade-

my, cabildo, university, treasury, academy of music,

custom-house, bishop's palace, Bank of Brazil, Mi-

sericordia hospital, 8 other hospitals, opera-house,

7 theatres, Government-house, railway terminus,

library, arsenal , gas-works, palace of Boa Vista,

hotel des Invalides, mendicants' asylum, small arms

factory at Congeigao, pyrotechnic laboratory at

Campinho, model college, town hall, policia, fire

department, lyceum, archives , board of works, tele-

graph department, post- office, barracks, inspection

of schools, asylum for deaf or blind children , peni-

tentiary, and numberless institutes, schools, free

libraries, clubs and charitable associations.

The Mint is a magnificent structure in Campo

Sant Ana, covering an area of an acre : here the

Industrial Exhibitions are held.

The Arts-academy has galleries for annual shows
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of painting and sculpture, with an anuex called

the Pinacotheck, where the best works are kept.

The new Exchange occupies a front on Rua Pri-

meiro de Marzo of 400 feet, with a side length of

130 feet. This grand structure, built entirely of

Brazilian granite, is divided into three distinct

buildings, namely, the main or central oue, to be

used as the Exchange ; a lateral one of the south

side, for the General Post Office ; and one on the

north side, intended to furnish banks and other

institutions with elegant and spacious offices for

the transaction of business.

The War-office, on the north side of Campo Sant

Ana, covers an area of nearly 20 acres, including

the barrack attached.

It is supposed that the Misericordia Hospital is

the finest in the world , covering more than two

acres in extent, with two wings, each 600 feet long,

and admits annually 15,000 patients. Adjoining it

is the Lunatic Asylum, with a frontage of 900 feet,

and covering 14 acres. The lunatics make beau-

Theretiful ornaments of artificial flowers for sale.

are four smaller hospitals supported by Carmelites ,

Franciscans and other religious fraternities, be-

sides the Portuguese and French. The new poor

asylum cost £4,000 . The home for Invalid soldier■

is as Bom Jesus island, built after the war with

Paraguay .
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Near the Custom-house, which is of great extent ,

are some fine docks, especially that of Las Cobras

for careening vessels.

Most of the Government offices are in Plaza Pe-

dro Segundo, in handsome new buildings. Among

the other new structures of remarkable elegance

are the Treasury, University, Music Academy and

Imperial College. The Bishop's palace stands on

the summit of Conceicao hill. The Pedro Segundo

terminus is a massive building at Campo Sant

Anna. The gas-works cover an area of 5 acres .

The Penitentiary is also large : the prisoners turn

out admirable cabinet-work, book-binding, and

life-buoys.

In order to measure the magnitude of the trad●

relations of Rio with Europe the following table of

exchange transactions will shew the last seven

years :

England France Hamburg

1875 £16,214,047 £2,046,000 £450,000

1874 16,200,000 2,348,000 490,000

1873 17,070,000 1,728,000 475,000

1872 .. 13,990,000 820,000 132,000

1871 ... 16,306,000 620,000 115,000

1870 .. 10,495,000 1,141,000 97,090

1869 9,405,000 1,894,000 120,000

The above does not include any sums in 1875
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drawn for by the Government, on account of the

new Brazilian loan in London (5 millions sterling ) .

The rate of exchange last year (1875) varied from

261 to 283 pence on London, the lowest being in

April, the highest in September. On France it

ranged from 340 to 364 reis per franc ; and on

Hamburg from 415 to 450 per mark. The Imperial

Government drew on London at 263 pence.

The port returns of Rio are 3 million tons

yearly, viz-

Vessels Tons

Sea-going... 2,863 2,563,088

Coasting 4,476 895,490

7,339 3,458,578

The trade of Rio Janeyro forms one-half that of

the whole empire.

The city of Rio Janeyro in 1875exported 3,152,296

sacks coffee, of which two million sacks were ship-

ped by seven foreign houses, viz. Phipps Brothers,

Johnston, Bradshaw, Wright, Kern Hayn, Schwind

Mckinnell, and Lackeman. Two-thirds of the

eoffee exported went to the U. States, and one-

third to Europe. The export-trade of Rio may be

summed up thus-
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Coffee, 3 million sacks ....£12,500,000

Tobacco, 2,000 tons .

Diamonds ..

Sundries

135,000

65,000

320,000

£13,020,000

The shipments of coffee from Rio in 1874 and

1875 were to the following destinations-

1875 1874

United States . 2,041,995 sacks 1,521,499

Northern Europe . ... 828,222
66

769,535

Mediterranean 114,939
แ

212,878

S.Africa, R. Plate, &c. 167,140
.6

169,369

3,152,296 sacks 2,673,281

Although the coffee trade of Rio had grown up

rapidly at first, it has been nearly stationary for

the last 20 years, viz―

1837 exports

1847
66

1857
(6

1867
66

1875
แ

..... 743,185 bags

2,009,343 "

2,570,480 66

3,255,080
66

3,152,296 "

It may interest the traveller to visit the little

garden in the convent of San Antonio at Rio,
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where the first coffee in Brazil was planted by

Father Villaso in 1754. The seeds were given to

planters for experimenting on, and in 1808 we find

Brazil exported 30,000 bags. Such was the origin

of an industry that now produces £12,000,000 ;

Brazil raising one-half the entire coffee crop of the

world, which is estimated at 1,000 million lbs. (say

500,000 tons) per annum . In Brazil the trees take

21 years before they give the first crop, and then

three crops yearly. The trees are cut when they

arrive at a height of 8 feet. Coffee is a native of

the Yabal mountains in Abyssinia. In Western

India trees are found to give sometimes as much

as 16 lbs.
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XI.

SUBURBS OF RIO

Excursions may be made to numberless islands

about Rio. Ilha Raza is said to be the scene of a

love-romance similar to the tradition about Ma-

deira, and in which an English ship-captain and

his bride had a wonderful escape from Paulista cor-

sairs. It is about 10 miles from the entrance to the

bay, with a lighthouse 300 feet above sea-level. If

the traveller prefer land-journeys he will always

find troops of mules going inland to Goyaz and

Matto Grosso, which take four months on the road ;

the planters are exceedingly hospitable, and a man
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may travel for years in the interior of Brazil with-

out spending a dollar. Artists especially find this

life delightful. Indians are sometimes heard of,

and we even know of a traveller in the woods who

found an arrow one morning sticking in his ham-

mock-netting.

Tijuca stands over a thousand feet above Rio,

and is 13 miles distant. It is reached by a road of

great engineering merit, constructed by Mr. Ginty,

passing through the picturesque village of Boa

Vista. The tramway starts every half-hour from

the church of San Francisco, passes the Opera-

house, Senate, city-prison , aqueduct, and a number

of spacious country-houses surrounded by magnifi-

cent tropical vegetation and fruits. These Brazi-

lian houses seem all windows, and are tile-roofed ;

most of the servants are slaves, but as the process

of gradual emancipation is now going on there will

be no more slaves in Brazil in twenty years. All

slave children are now born free, besides numerous

societies purchase a batch of slaves monthly to

liberate them, and each master on dying manumits

all or a portion ofhis servants : the religious orders

have set all their slaves at liberty. The planta-

tions of coffee around Tijuca are models of good

order; the slaves are well-treated, and visitors will

meet with every courtesy. The scenery is unri

valled ; nor is it easy to determine whether the
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"Chinese view " is superior to the Vista Dos Reyes,

or the gorgeous panorama of Pedra Bonita sur-

passed by that from the peak of Tijuca. The tra-

veller should make his head-quarters at White's

hotel, which is near the famous waterfalls. During

forty years this house has maintained a well-de-

served reputation, and is known to most English

people in South America, who come hither to re-

cruit from over-work and enjoy the repose and com-

fort of an English home. Visitors usually make

up parties and pic-nic excursions daily, the pro.

prietor having a supply of sure-footed mules that

carry you up or down the steep mountain paths

without danger. Among the night excursions it is

usual to go to Boa Vista and see the effect of Rio

Janeyro by gas light : the spectacle is very fine,

the lines of light extending along the shores of the

bay and climbing the precipitous hills for twenty

miles in some directions.

Petropolis, in the Organ Mountains, about forty

miles from Rio, is the residence of the Corps Diplo-

matique and, in summer months, of the Emperor.

Its great elevation, 2,600 feet, has always preserved

it from yellow-fever, and its climate would be per-

fect but for the frequent rains. The scenery is

superb. To reach it the traveller should take the

terry-steamer from the Arsenal pier across the Bay

14 miles to Mauá, then by rail 16 miles to Raiz da

•
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Serra at the foot of the Organ Mountains. This

was the first railway made in Brazil, and cost hun-

dreds of English workmen their lives, as it tra-

verses a pestilential swamp. From Raiz da Serra

the mail-coaches convey passengers up a zig zag

road cut in the face of a perpendicular mountain ;

a succession of terraces protected on the outside by

a granite wall. As the coach ascends, if you look

up you will see others some hundreds of feet above

your head, and downwards others below you in pa-

rallel terraces, so that you might drop an orange on

the roof of the coach lower down the side of the

precipice. In some places the parapet seems to be

giving way, but no accident is recorded of the

mules going over the precipice . The road is an en-

gineering triumph, and at each sharp bend in the

ascent the panorama beneath your feet becomes

more extended and magnificent. The whole jour-

ney from Rio is accomplished in six hours, and the

traveller finds good hotels at Petropolis, which was

originally a German colony, some of the settlers

still cultivating farms, others doing a brisk busi-

ness in coffee sticks and wood-carvings beautifully

executed . The Emperor's palace is large, resem-

bling the villa of an Italian nobleman : flower-shows

are held here by the Countess D'Eu.

Mr. Hinchliff, Pres . of the Alpine Club, thus des-

cribes Petropolis, as visited last year :-
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" It is built among lovely hills, and surrounded

by the richest vegetation of this prolific region .

Fuchsias of fifty or sixty feet in height, blooming

from top to bottom; the passion flower of our hot-

houses twining round the bamboos, roams at will

over everything it comes in contact with ; poinset-

tias, not in small plants as seen on a London dinner

table, but grown into very large bushes , on which are

occasionally found crimson stars 2ft. in diameter ;

the Cobæa scandens hanging its purple bells from

bush to bush-such are some of the more showy

attractions that abound in the vicinity ; while to

the fern collector no other place appears compara-

ble to this region . We collected about 250 distinct

species within a day's walk or ride from Petropolis;

and found a few species new to science.

"From Petropolis a good road has now been

made to the most important of the mine districts,

and it runs for a considerable distance past coffee

plantations. Agassiz convinced himself that this

rich country had been swept by glacial action , and

that the most successful coffee plantations were

found exactly where the movements of ice had most

enriched the soil, by the transportation and mix-

ture of its component elements. It is deplorable

to see the awful destruction of vegetable life in-

volved in the production of a few pounds of coffee.

The virgin forest is burned, and blackened stumps
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alone remain. A French botanist told me it would

take a fortnight to botanise one of these huge

trees. Each of them is a garden , for the whole

stem is clothed with other plants and flowers, and

so is each wide-spreading bough.

Now

" The Imperador butterfly is the largest, from

ten to twelve inches . Birds are very scarce.

and then a grand kingfisher may be seen on a

river-side rock ; and here and there a brilliant

toucan darts across the road in all the splendour of

crimson, blue, and yellow ; but as a rule they re-

main in the depths of the forests, where they are

very difficult to see amongst the multitudinous

branches and leaves."

Juiz da Fora is reached from Petropolis by a fine

macadamized road, along which English mail-

coaches travel ten miles an hour through the most

varied and surpassing scenery. This place is used

for halting by persons going on a visit to themines

and diamond-fields , which belong to English com-

panies, and have given large profits for many years

past ; the journey to the mines is made on mules,

and everywhere in Brazil the traveller meets with

greater hospitality than in any other part of the

world . The hotel at Juiz da Fora is excellent,

and the surroundings are delightful .

Entre-rios, a short drive from Juiz da Fora, is

situated in the heart of a picturesque locality tra-
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versed by the Pedro Segundo Railway. The jour-

ney from here to the city is among the grandest in

the world ; over precipices , through mountains,

across rivers, and in the midst of palm, orange,

banana, cactus and all the luxuriance of tropical

vegetation this line cost immense labor and out-

lay. Travellers who make the trip to Petropolis

should return to Rio by way of Juiz da Fora and

Entre-Rios, the round journey taking only three

days. The Pedro Segundo Kailway was begun in

1857, and has now 320 miles open to traffic ; it is a

Government line, and has already cost 7 millions

sterling ; the net proceeds are always over 6 per

annum on the outlay, and the Imperial Government

devotes £500,000 per annum to its prolongation.

The city of Rio Janeyro being federalized, like

Washington, the seat of government for the Pro-

vince is at Nitherhoy, on the east side of the Bay.

Here the provincial Legislature passes the neces-

sary local laws, including subsidies for schools and

some smaller railways ; among these latter is a line

to Novo Friburgo on the Fell system, going up a

steep incline.

Mauá's new arsenal and graving-dock at Sandy

Point, Nitherohy, was opened by the Emperor in

Dec. 1874. So far back as 1846 Viscount Mauá

had constructed here the first establishment of this

kind in Brazil and manufactured the metal piping

7
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for the water-works of Rio. In 13 years, down to

1860, no fewer than 72 steam-engines were made

here. A great fire occurred in 1866, which reduced

the place to a heap of ruins, and such it remained

for seven years, until Viscount Maua having gone

to Europe to conclude arrangements about the Bra-

zilian submarine cable purchased in England all

the newest and best machinery. The arsenal now

represents an outlay of £250,000. The graving-

dock is large enough to construct four good- sized

steamers simultaneously. The machinery depart-

ment has 48 machines ofdifferent kinds, the moving

drum being on Fowler's system . The saw-mill has

15 machines for sawing, planing &c., driven by a

40-horse engine. There is an 8-ton steam-hammer.

The foundry has 4 furnaces, turning out 5 tons

metal at a time. Railway bridges over 100 feet

long have been made for the Rio Janeyro and San

Paulo junction. The wharf is 1,000 feet long, with

16 to 20 feet depth of water at the end. Viscount

Mauá is the same who made the first railway in

Brazil, introduced steam-navigation on the Ama-

zon, and successfully carried out the ocean-cable

between Brazil and Europe.

Strangers not afraid of sunstroke or over-exer-

tion may undertake the ascent ofGavia or Corco-

vado. The first has been seldom accomplished ;

Mr. Norton and some others succeeded, but nearly
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lost their lives and had to pass the night on the

summit. The best panorama of Rio is obtained

from Corcovado, which is 2,300 feet high, and of

easy ascent.

Among boating excursions we may meation

Hett Wilson's island and dry-dock, Governor's Is-

land (20 miles in circumference) , Cobras island and

docks, the Government arsenal, the City baths

(admission 1 shilling), and numberless islands co-

vered with crops of coffee, mandioca, fruit &c.

Port Real colony on the Parahyba do Sal may

be reached by Pedro Segundo railway, to Divisa

station, in about 7 hours. Here a new steam mill

was inaugurated in Sept. 1876 by Count D'Eu,

accompanied by the Foreign Ministers.

At present the colony has 529 persons, settled on

184 lots. Of these 529 colonists 214 are French,

209 Italian and 88 Swiss. The ground in cultiva-

tion is about 600 acres.

No Englishman should leave Rio without visiting

the San Juan del Rey mines which may be reached

bythe Pedro Segundo railway and Juez da Fora

male-road. See next chapter.
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XII.

MINAS GERAES

The fifth province of Brazil in extent, and the

most populous in the whole'empire, having an areaof

348,480 square miles and a population of 2,009,023

souls. It derives its name from the numerous gold

and diamond fields which early attracted numbers

of adventurers. Among the diamonds that have

been found here the most notable are the Southern

Star, of Bagagem, which figured at the Paris Exhi-

bition, and the Abaetè diamond forming the largest

stone in the crown of Portugal . Emeralds were

discovered here in 1573 by Fernandes Tourinho,

who explored the country inland from Porto Se
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guro : after him came expeditions under Antonio

Diaz and Marcos Azevedo. Before the close of

the 16th century gold had been met with in different

places by Paulista rangers, such as Antonio Rodri-

guez and Bartolo Bueno. The territory of Minas

was separated from San Paulo in 1720, and formed

into a distinct province. An attempt was made

here in 1788 to proclaim Brazil independent of the

mother country ; the movers were put to death ,

including a famous poet named Gonzaga and an

officer called Tiradentes.

In 120 years ending with 1820 the Portuguese

extracted no less than 35,647 arrobes gold dust, say

600 tons, worth about sixty millions sterling, be-

sides an annua! yield of four to five thousand

' oitaves ' of diamonds. Such was the abundance

of gold that it became the custom, whenever the

governor-general dined with any private indivi-

dual, to set before him a dish of hominy in which

pieces of gold took the place of the maize ; and at

Ouro Preto the horses of the guard of honor at-

tached to certain religious processions were shod

with gold . But from the beginning of the 19th

century a rapid decline set in, and the 80,000

miners at the commencement of the century had in

1823 dwindled down to about 1,000.

The English mining company of San Juan del

Rey at Morro Velho has been attended with mar-
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X

vellous results. It was established in 1842, and has

re-paid the capital 8 times over.

This renowned mine consists of a bed of aurife-

rous pyrites, and is situated about twelve leagues

N.N.W. of Ouro Preto, on the road to Sabará,

which village owes its prosperity to the mine. On

passing the barrier encircling the buildings for the

machinery and the 1,200 men employed in the

works, the sound of falling water and stamps

guides the visitor along the shady avenues of an

elegant park , in which are the houses of the Com-

pany's employees. Around flow rivulets bearing

with them a black powder with shining spangles,

coming from the 105 stamps working night and day

an triturating the auriferous ore. Next we come

apon an immense opening, from which great tubs

full of the auriferous pyretic quartzites rise up

every instant. The gold-bearing bed is almost ver-

tical and worked beneath a shaft over 600 feet deep .

On descending, either by the miner's bucket or by

one ofthe 60 ladders which connect the workings

with the surface, we enter a chamber 420 feet long

by 324 wide, whose roof, floor and sides are com-

posed ofore. On the side twenty or thirty miners

are hanging, drilling the holes for the charges of

dynamite which from time to time explode with

deatening report and shatter down masses of ore

upon the floor. Since 1875, however, drilling
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machines, worked by compressed air, have been

introduced. The ore

about 150 tons a day.

ployed in keeping the

chiefly coming from the abandoned mines, and

others move the stamps and other machinery, the

abundance of water power rendering unnecessary

the more costly aid of steam. From the shaft the

ore is transported to the stamping sheds, where,

after crushing in a machine, it is reduced by the

stamps to very fine powder, to free the almost in-

visible gold from its pyrites and quartz, and by

washing the lighter parts of the ore are carried

away with little loss of gold; after which the heavy

powder, caught by the woollen cloths over which

the current passes, is mixed with quicksilver, which

seizing the gold forms with it an amalgam, From

this amalgam the mercury is separated by distilla-

tion, leaving a spongy lump of gold which is after-

wards melted and run into bars. On the average

the ore yields an ounce and a quarter to the ton.

The yield of the mine during the half year ending

October 9th 1875 was 28,552 tons of ore , giving

267,215 drachms ofgold, leaving a profitjof 77,900£,

from which 50 per cent dividend was paid and

over 15,000£ carried to account. High praise is

given to the intelligent and careful administration

of the present superintendent . Every where per-

thus obtained amounts to

Huge waterwheels are em-

workings free from water,
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fect order reigns, and no trouble is spared to en-

sure the material and moral welfare of the work-

men. The hospital is equal to the library, and

both the doctor and the clergyman are ever on

hand to give their services. The Morro Velho mine

is a model in every respect. The Pary mine is

about 10 leagues to the north of Ouro Preto and

2 leagues south of Santa Barbara. The old miners

had worked it fromthe surface downwards, but the

manager ofthe present company took advantage

of its situation, in the side of a hill, to drive a

gallery, sloping upwards, from the foot and thus

formed a natural outflow for the waters and an

easy mode of transport for the ore. The mining

and treatment of the ore is similar to that at

Morro Velho, but as there is no crusher the break-

ing of the lumps is done by women, who get 360

reis (94) a day and tood and can break up about

a ton each per diem . The number of workers is

200, the stamps 35, and the mining of ore about

1,000 tons a month. The yield is said to be 10 to

12 grammes (say one- third of an ounce) per ton .

Professor Gorceix gives the management equal

praise to that bestowed on Morro Velho.

Many other mines are grouped around these

two, amongst others that of Passagem, a league

from Ouro Preto, abandoned by a company but

now worked on his own account by an able en-
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gineer ; Rossa Grande, whose auriferous bed is a

compact quartz ; Cuiabá, near Sabara, worked

without art but yielding well ; Torquato and Cam-

pestre, with true quartz veins ; and Saragossa, in

the neighborhood of Ouro Preto .

The Morro de Sant' Anna affords a good example

of the second kind of gold deposit, one probably

peculiar to Brazil, the gold being found in jacu-

tinga, the sandy variety of the quartzites with oli-

gist iron. It is situated 8 miles from Ouro Preto

and one from Marianna. There are no shafts, and

the galleries are almost all dry, being formed in a

soft, black, ferruginous, sandy rock showing belts

and grains of white quartz. The gold is irregularly

distributed through this sandy rock, but concen-

trated in certain paying streaks, sometimes the

thickness of an arm, the discovery of one of which

may in a day repay the fruitless search of months.

The gold is visible, bat no sure character has yet

been found to accompany the streaks; the only

test and guide is the result of the cradle, and the

galleries are carried here and there according to

the miners' estimate of probabilities. Four ofthese

pay streaks have been discovered, one above the

other. The average thickness of the beds is 15

feet and the length about 200. The sands around

are auriferous to a certain distance. The soft rock

is easily picked down, but great care is required in
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the shoring; and when the streak is struck theft

is difficult to prevent. Often the workmen fill their

hair with gold dust, sprinkling the black sand

above it to conceal the gold.

At Itabira and Conceição other mines of jacutin-

ga are worked successfully, and the jacutinga

mines are in great request, but the distribution of

the gold in them continues a mystery.

The present yield of gold in Minas Geraes may

be set down at £280,000 or £300,000 a year. In

fact there is hardly a rivulet at which washers

are not to be found on holidays.

The miners of the last century must have left

many veins and deposits undiscovered, and they

abandoned many rich ones because their defective

appliances no longer served to make them pro--

fitable.

It is the most mountainous province of Brazil,

the principal range being the Serra Mantiqueira,

from which numerous streams descend northward

towards the San Francisco, and southward towards

the Paranà. The soil is usually very fertile and

the climate healthy, except in some places, subject

to intermittent fevers and elephantiasis.

Coffee, tobacco, sugar and cotton are largely

produced , the estimates for the annual yield

being-
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Coffee...

Tobacco ..

Sugar..

Cotton

22,000 tons

7,000
66

3,400
66

1,400
66

In 1875 Mr. James Wells surveyed the route for

a proposed railway from Piropeba in Minas Geraes

to the Pirapora falls on the San Francisco, from

which point the latter river is navigable down to

the famous falls of Paulo Affonso, an interval of

1,000 miles. Mr. Wells descended to Barra on a

raft or " ajoujo " formed of two canoes lashed to-

gether. Ascending the Rio Grande to Campo

Largo, he found this river navigable for 180 miles

to vessels drawing 4 teet ; the Rio Grande averag-

ing 300 feet wide and 10 deep. There were fre-

quent lagoons, covered with water-fowl. The tem-

perature, it being in the summer month of Febru-

ary, did not exceed 84 in the shade by day, nor fall

below 76 by night. From Campo Largo Mr. Wells

proceeded up the Rio Preto to the village of For-

mosa, where the people had never before seen an

Englishman, and treated him with kindness. A

month later in traversing the Sapon forests he and

his attendants were attacked by a drove of several

hundred wild boars, and only gained the battle

after great slaughter. On April 14th he crossed

the ridge which divides the watershed of the San

Francisco trom that of the Tocantins, a tributary
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of the Amazon; and descended by the Rio do

Somno westward. This last river flows between

perpendicular walls of many-colored rock, some-

times over 100 feet high, on which the Shupé bees

make nests 20 feet long and produce excellent

honey. The country from San Francisco to Tocan-

tins is free from mosquitoes and carapatos, the

plagues of Brazil. At the mouth of the Somno

Mr. Wells found a Cherentes village, whose inha-

bitants were cannibals until 1848, when they were

converted by Fra Raffaele, an Italian Jesuit, still

resident there . Descending the Tocantins 185

miles, the traveller reached Carolina, a town of

1500 souls, in almost the same parallel as Pernam-

buco, from which it is separated by a thousand miles

of forest intervening. Seven days on horseback

sufficed to make the journey from Carolina to Cha-

pada on the Grajahú, where Mr. Wells found the

Anambeyo tribe of white Indians, supposed to be

descended from Europeans wrecked near the

Amazon. At last, after numberless toils and dan-

gers, he safely reached Maranham on June 25th,

having travelled over 2,000 miles in 170 days,

through a country apparently never before ex-

plored by any European .

Cattle-farming is general in Minas Geraes, and

over 100,000 head annually sold in the neighboring

provinces besides great quantities of pork. There
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are over 5,000 sugar-plantations, 6,000 cattle-farms,

113 saw-mills, and numerous other local industries .

Most trade is done with Rio Janeyro via Parahy-

buna and the Union-Industria highroad to Juiz

da Fora, or by steamers on the river Mucury ; but

the prolongation of the Pedro Segundo Railway

will shortly open up this province and facilitate its

commerce.

The population has doubled in 20 years ; in 1854

it only counted 1,081,909 souls, of whom one-fourth

were slaves. At present there are only 208,103

slaves, say one-tenth of the population. Minas

sends 10 Senators and 20 Deputies to the Impe-

rial Congress at Rio, besides having a local As-

sembly of 40 members .

Ouro Preto, tormerly called Villa Rica, is the

capital of the province, It was founded in 1714, at

a considerable elevation, among rugged mountains,

in a cold and foggy atmosphere, and is distant 300

miles from Rio Janeyro. It is a well-built city of

2,000 houses, 12 churches, Government palace,

town-hall, penitentiary, 2 printing-offices, public

library, botanical garden and lyceum. Mules are

mostly used to convey merchandize to and from

Juiz da Fora, terminus of the Union-Industria road;

this magnificent highway is 145 miles long, start-

ing from Petropolis, all admirably macadamized ,

and remarkable for some fiue iron bridges. The
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mail-coach service on this road cannot be surpas-

sed anywhere. In 1874 the Co. carried 27,000 pas-

sengers and 56,000 tons of merchandize ; receipts

£19,100, expenses £13,300, leaving for dividend

£5,800 sterling, say 3 per cent on capital of

£200,000.

San Juan del Rey, centre of the mining region,

is a city of greater commercial importance than

Ouro Preto ; the streets are well laid out, and a

tramway is being constructed with a 7 per cent

guarantee on £66,000.

Barbacena stands 3,530 feet over sea-level, has

many fine buildings, and is reputed the healthiest

and pleasantest town in Brazil.

Diamantina comes next in population after Ouro

Preto and is the residence of a Bishop, the second

diocese in this province ; the senior bishopric is

that of Marianna, 2 leagues from Ouro Preto.

This province supports 53 schools , attended by

1322 children.
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XIII.

ESPIRITU SANTO

Occupies that portion of the seaboard between

Bahia and Rio Janeyro, extending inland as far

as Minas Geraes, with an area of 27,200, and a

population of 82,137 , including 10,000 slaves. The

climate is healthier than that of either Rio or Ba-

hia, and the soil very fertile but poorly cultivated ;

it is watered by numerous streams rising in the

mountains and debouching in the Atlantic, which

are navigated by coasting craft. The principal ex-

ports are sugar, rum, mandioca, flour, rice, maize,

cotton, timber, dyes, drugs and salt-fish. There are
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numerous deep and safe harbors, and also a dange-

rous reefknown as the Abrolhos islands ; opposite

to these on the mainland is the important commer-

cial town of Caravellas, where there is a prospe-

rous colony of Germans. Formerly this province

was held by the warlike Botacudos tribe, reputed

cannibals, but now they have fallen back from the

coast to the mountains and forests inland.

Caravellas is a well- built town of 5,000 inhabi-

tants, with a good harbor, and carries on an ex-

port trade to Babia, Pernambuco and Rio Janeyro.

There is a new light-house at Santa Luzia with a

fixed light, visible 15 miles .

Victoria, the capital of the Province, is a seaport

about 24 hours by steamer from Rio Janeyro ; it

has 5,000 inhabitants and is the residence of the

President, Legislature and other authorities ; the

public buildings including the church and schools,

besides which there are three printing-offices.

The Correo da Victoria newspaper is 30 years old.

There is also a newspaper (Estandarte) at Itape-

mirim, a small port in the south ofthe province,

near Campos.

The Provincial Legislature proposes three lines

of railway, the principal to run from Victoria to

Port Sousa on the Rio Doce, 85 miles ; at which

point the second is to start off for Ouro Preto

and Queluz, joining the Pedro Segundo main
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trunk line at the last-named place. The third line

will start from Port Sousa for Diamantina, in the

Province of Minas Geraes.

This province is remarkable for its colonies.

Leopoldina, on the Santa Maria river, has 3,000

German settlers ; the returns shew about 40 deaths

and 100 births yearly, and the statistics of exports

amount to £12,000 worth of coffee, sugar and pota-

toes. Rio Novo, with 1,000 Germans, produces

£9,000 worth of coffee and cereals. These colonies.

are described at length in the annexed treatise on

Rio Grande.

The provincial revenue is £85,000, of which

£20,000 is spent in supporting 131 schools attended

by 2,216 pupils.

This province takes its name from the fact that

it was Whit Sunday when Vasco Coutinho with 60

followers landed here in 1535 with letters from

King John of Portugal. The Aymoré Indians made

some opposition, but were speedily overcome, the

conquerors building the town of Victoria on an is-

land in the bay of that name, which place is still

the capital of the province. The Jesuits came in

1551 and founded a college, which is now the Go-

vernment house. Owing to the hostility of the In-

dians the place made such little progress that in

1718 the King of Portugal bought it trom Cosme

8
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Rolin for 40,000 ducats. It became a distinct pro-

vince in 1812.

The climate is moist, but rather healthy for na-

tives, although not so suited for Europeans as the

provinces of Santa Catharina, Paranà, Rio Grande

or San Paulo. The face of the country is woody

and mountainous, and traversed by numerous

rivers.

Besides the cities of Victoria and Caravellas

there is San Matheus, a thriving town of 2,000

people, who export farinha in large quantities.

The province contains some curiosities of natural

and historical interest. At Barra do Castello, on

the road to Minas, is a crystal formation over 6

feet long. At Itapernirim the traveller will admire

a large cave like a ball-room, and a granite pyra-

mid of monolith . Penha, near where the first set-

tlers landed, has a church built on the summit of

a rock in 1558 by Father Palacios, the altar being

of rich marble ; it is much visited by pilgrims.
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XIV.

BAHIA

The city and province of this name hold the se-

cond rank in Brazil for population, wealth and im-

portance. The city of Bahia is situate ten degrees

north of Rio Janeyro, and carries on a considerable

foreign trade. Bahia dates from March 9th 1549,

when Thome da Sousa, a gallant Portuguese sol-

dier who had served in Africa, founded the city

as San Salvador, giving to the magnificent bay the

name of Bahia de Todos los Santos. From that

time Bahia became the capital of Brazil for 214

years, until the seat of Government was removed

to Rio in 1763. It is even still the ecclesiastical capi-

8*
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tal of the empire. The first bishopric was estab-

lished here by Pope Julius III. in 1555 ; it was

made an archiepiscopal see by Innocent XI. in

1676. The historian Southey says the advance-

ment of this place was due to the Jesuits, who un-

der Father Nobrega accompanied Da Sousa, and

whose beneficence to the Tupinambas gained over

that warlike tribe . So rapid was the growth of the

settlement that in 4 months there were numerous

sugar-plantations extending 30 miles into the inte-

rior. In the 17th and 18th centuries Bahia was the

centre ofthe slave-trade ; even 40 years ago when

the British Government concerted measures with

the Brazilian for the abolition of this trade the an-

nual number ofslaves imported from Africa averag-

ed 45,000 of which one- third came to Bahia.

The traveller who has not yet seen Rio Janeyro

gazes with admiration on the superb Bay of All

Saints, with the city of Bahia built along its steep

northern bank. The bay is one of the largest and

safest in the world, and its shores are resplendent

with tropical vegetation . But when you land the

charm is dispelled . The streets are foul; most of

the inhabitants are usgroes or colored , and although

there are some fine buildings they are hardly worth

the exertion of visiting, in the torrid noon day heat.

At early morn a pleasant excursion may be made

to Victoria, the English quarter overlooking the
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entrance of the Bay ; the view from the Jardim

Botanico takes in the full sweep of city, bay and

ocean. Another pleasant ride is to Bom- fin at the

head ofthe Bay; but if time and inclination sug-

gest a further exploration inland the traveller may

take the Bahia and San Francisco railway, which

runs through coffee and sugar plantations. This

railway was opened in 1860 ; the receipts do not

cover working-expenses ; in 1874 there were re-

ceipts £39,900 working expenses £ 14,064. It was

built by an English company with 7 per cent Gov-

ernment guarantee for 90 years. The first section

traverses a zone of country - houses surrounded by

luxuriant foliage. The suburbs are best visited by

means of mule-carriages, the roads being very

hilly. The market-place is rich in fruits, and the

black women who sell them are some of thelargest

specimens of the human race. The best hotel is

that of Figueredo, opposite the theatre. Among

the English residents there is a Cricket Club,

which plays near Victoria.

The population of the esty is 129,109, of whom

barely 50,000 are of white blood, including num-

bers of English, French, German and Portuguese

residents. The number of slaves is 16,448 . Al-

though Bahia is next in importance to Rio, the

trade ofthe place is inferior to that of Pernambuco.

The merchants' offices are mostly in the lower town,
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which is very dirty. Negroes with cadeiras ' or

palanquins like shower-baths carry you up the

steep hill to the upper town, where there are many

grand churches, colleges, hospitals and other public

buildings. The Cathedral is built of marble brought

from Europe ; the Archbishop is primate of Brazil .

The trade of Bahia shews imports and exports

pretty equal, making up in the aggregate over 5

millions sterling. The bay is entered at Cape San

Antonio, where there is a fort and lighthouse ; the

entrance is here 7 miles wide, the western side

being formed by Itaparica island. There are nume-

rous islands and harbors, and the depth of water

varies from 50 to 250 feet, everywhere offering se-

cure anchorage for the largest fleets . Two forts

called San Felipe and Do Mar protect the city, and

Fort Beaumont is on a headland of Itaparica island

commanding the upper part of the bay. Excursions

may be made to the islands of Mar and Frados . So

many rivers debouch into this majestic bay that

there is usually a strong current, especially near

San Antonio light-house, where vessels have to

pass close under the point, owing to a bank on the

opposite side. The light-house is not high, and

can hardly be seen over 10 miles at see. The

stranger should visit the building-yards at Tapa-

gippe, a suburb just above the city and Fort San

Felipe ; handsome, well-modelled vessels of all sizes
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are turned out, the timber being found very sui-

table for ship-building.

The diamond trade is an important feature ; the

value of diamonds being constantly on the increase.

The first diamond-fields discovered in late years

were at Cerro do Frio, about 40 years ago; the yield

still averages 30,000 carats per annum of rough dia-

monds, but two-thirds are lost in the cutting. A

brilliant of 2 carats may be bought for £50, one of

6 carats will fetch £500. The Emperor of Brazil

is said to have a diamond ot 1680 carats, valued at

millions sterling. Topazes and amethysts are

also exported at times ; aguamarines have been

found as large as 15 lbs. in weight.

5

The commerce of Bahia supports 8 Banks, of

which only one, the Bahia Bank, has the right of

emission, which was extended in 1875 to the amount

of £300,000 sterling ; it was founded in 1858 and

its capital is £800,000 stg. Besides 5 other local

Banks, chiefly for Savings or Mortgages, with an

aggregate capital of 13 million sterling, there are

the branch-banks of the London Brazilian and

the English Bank. The local Banks average a

dividend of 7 per cent per annum.

The area of the Province exceeds 220,000 square

miles, being about the size of France ; population

1,379,616, including 167,824 slaves. It extends

inland as far as the San Francisco river, which
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Captain Burton descended in a canoe for 1500 miles

to the Paulo Affonso falls . The interior of the

province is traversed by 3 ranges of mountains, the

Cincora, Giboya and Itabayana. The soil is so pro-

lific that besides immense quantities of coffee and

sugar it produces superior tobacco and cotton, as

also valuable dye-woods.

The distance overland from Bahia to Pernambuco

is not over 500 miles, but as there is no road

through the forest it would take weeks on horse-

back; the voyage by steamer takes only 36 hours.

Hardy fishermen are met over a hundred miles

out to sea in the peculiar craft known as Catama-

rans or yangadas ; passengers may buy pretty mo-

dels of the same, as well as parroquets, marmozets

and feather- flowers from the dealers who come

alongside the steamer at Bahia and Pernambuco..

The Bahia railway ruus 77 miles to Alagoinhas,

and is being prolonged 280 more, to Joaseyro on

the Rio San Francisco. It belongs to an English

company, and has proved very unfortunate, the

traffic not exceeding 80,000 passengers and 20,000

tons of merchandise. The deficit is made good out

ofthe 7 per cent guarantee paid to shareholders.

Surveys for prolonging the line have been made.

by Mr. Vignolles, C.E.

This province has a coast line of 500 miles, and

the debt of water along the seaboard varies from 60
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to 100 feet. Steamers ply almost daily to Rio Ja-

neyro and Pernambuco : the former Voyage

averages 70 hours, the latter 40. Porto Seguro ,

where Cabral first landed when he discovered

Brazil (in April 1500) is in this province, about 300

miles south of Bahia. It is safe for vessels draw-

ng 12 feet. Independence was declared in 1821 ,

and the Portuguese officials were expelled , the first

constitutional Governor being Vicente Vianna,

Baron do Rio Contas. Antiquaries may trace the

first foundations of Bahia (in 1549) near the present

chapel of Ayuda. English travellers will see the

tomb of Father John Martin, superior of the Jesuit

order in Brazil, in the old Jesuit church, with the

inscription "non Anglus sed Angelus ;" his me-

mory is still gratefully preserved, but the natives

always call him Father Almeyda.

There are no fewer than 60 churches in Bahia.

The Cathedral is a large and imposing structure,

but not equal in splendor to the Jesuit church and

college, with colossal statues of St. Ignatius and

St. Francis Xavier. Another fine church is the

Concepcion, built of marble blocks hewn at Lisbon,

and possessing a musical peal of bells. Bomfim

chapel stands on a hill at the head of the bay. The

churches attached to the Franciscan, Benedictine

and Capuchin convents are remarkable for sculp-
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ture and gilding. The oldest in Brazil is the Vic-

toria chapel.

Bahia is indebted to the last Portuguese viceroy,

Count Arcos, for the public garden overlooking the

entrance of the bay ; its lofty trees, marble seats,

aviaries &c. make it a favorite promenade, and in

the centre is an obelisk in memory of the Regent,

John the 6th of Portugal, who landed here in 1808.

The theatre is a massive building supported by

an immense wall of masonry , one of the most con-

spicuous objects from the port. The upper town

is 174 feet higher than the lower town. The latter

is devoted entirely to commerce, and contains the

custom-house, post-office, arsenals, dockyards,

Chamber of Commerce, market-place, steamboat

agencies and merchants' offices. The market is re-

markable for the size of the black women and the

oranges ; it was built by Count Palma in 1819.

Bahia oranges are probably the largest in the

world, and have all their seeds at one end, and

others without any seed. The Bolsa stands on the

site of the old San Fernando battery and was

built by Count Arcos in 1814. An enormous trade

is done in the export of cigars .

The Upper town contains the residences of all

the principal native families ; also the Government

palace, the Archbishop's house, the Comandancia

of Arms, Policia, public library, senate-house,
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town-hall, law-courts, lyceum, university, museum ,

seminaries, convents, churches, hospitals, theatres,

prisons, printing-offices, and asylums. The streets

are narrow and ill-paved , whereas those of the

lower town are wide and regular, especially the 37

blocks built of 4-story houses in 1832 by an enter-

prising merchant named Gonsalvez Ferreyra.

Until very recently the only way of ascending

to the Upper town was in sedan-chains borne by

negroes, but in 1869 Don Antonio Lacerda began

the construction of a steam lift with a tower 191

feet high, which was finished in 1874. Two

coaches each holding 20 persons are lifted in a mi-

nute from the Custom-house to Palace Square.

The cost of the works was over £90,000 sterling.

The number ofpersons lifted exceeds 5,000 daily.

Besides the San Antonio light at the mouth of

the bay there is 20 miles southward the Morro

de San Paulo light, visible 28 miles, revolving once

minute ; it stands 300 feet over sea.level. The

Abrolhos light near Puerto Seguro is visible 20

miles at a dangerous part of the coast. A new

light-house has been built at Itapucu, 18 miles

north of Bahia, a fixed light visible 20 miles . The

Custom-house of Bahia in 1873 produced £945,000

in import and export duties, coming next after

Rio Janeyro.

Education is much advanced, only two other
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Provinces having a larger number of school- child-

ren. There are 422 schools and 41,003 scholars ;

this includes 17,362 children attending free schools.

The expenditure for schools exceeds £40,000 per

annum. The University is chiefly used for the

study of medicine, the course being six years ; the

classes are taught by 21 professors. There are 400

medical students ; about 20 new doctors receive

their diplomas each year. There is also a School

for Pilots. The state library has 20,000 volumes

and counts 5,000 readers ; six other free libraries

are open for the public. There are 8 daily news-

papers, the oldest being the Journal and the Diario.

The Historical and Medical associations meet

every month. The hospitals are admirably con-

ducted, as also the orphanages and asylums.

Visitors at the Paris Exhibition of 1867 had oc-

casion to admire an oil-painting by Victor Mey-

relles, representing the sad fate of Moema, the

daughter of an Indian Cacique, who swam after the

vessel in which her lover, Caramurú, was carried

off from Bahia for Portugal until she sank from

exhaustion, her dead body being afterwards wash-

ed ashore.

The Provincial revenue, for local requirements,

amounts to £220,000 per annum . The city of

Bahia is well let with gas, and has 3 lines of tram-

way, to Fonte Nova, Itapagipe, Victoria and other

1
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suburbs. Besides the Bahia and San Francisco

railway there are 3 others partly constructed ; the

Nazareth line , of which 30 miles are open to traffic.

to be prolonged 50 more ; the Bahia and Santo

Amaro, 20 miles complete ; and the proposed line

from Jequitinhona to Minas Geraes, 50 miles.

The trade of this Province according to Mr.

Consul Morgan's report published in 1875 was as

follows-

EXPORTS.

Value.

----

52,000 tons sugar . £770,000

15,500 tons tobacco ... 700,000

4,700 tons coffee . 240,000

2,500 tons cotton ... 170,000

1,200 tons cocoa . 40,000

1,460 tons hides 120,000

100 lbs. diamonds ... 45,000

12 tons amethysts .. 1,000

Rum, timber, & c ....... 43,754

£2,129,754
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The exports were distributed among the follow-

ing countries :-

To Great Britain ...

" Germany

" France ...

" Portugal ...

Italy...

£941,602

530,000

130,000

134,000

66,000

" other countries ...
69,610

" Brazilian ports .... 258,542

£2,129,754

IMPORTS.

Cotton goods ... £890,000

Wollen do 135,000

Linen do 110,000

Wines .. 160,000

Hardware 110,000

Drugs 128,000

Clothing . 80,000

Sundries .... 754,003

£2,367,003
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The countries from which the above articles

were received were as follows-

From Great Britain ......

Germany

£1,385,497

210,000

France 215,000

Portugal 195,000

United States 138,000

•
River Plate .... 105,000

Other countries 118,000

£2,367,003

This shews that the import and export trade

with Great Britain is greater than that with all

other countries in the aggregate.

Diamond washing suffered some depression in

1872 owing to the discovery of large fields of

amethysts near Cattite, whither 7,000 diamond-

washers hastened to commence working. About

5,000 boxes were quickly shipped to Europe at

prices varying from £400 per cwt. to £40, until

they no longer paid the cost of working.

This province is not suited for European immi-

gration. A gentleman named Aragon brought out

in 1873 some 2,000 Swiss, Poles and Germans, but

the Austrian Consul had to raise a subscription

some months later to send 1500 of them back to

Germany.
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Mount Pascua, in the southern part of this pro-

vince, was the first land sighted in the discovery of

Brazil by Cabral, 22nd April 1500, and the name

leads us to suppose the day must have been Easter

Sunday. Two years later the splendid Bay of All

Saints was discovered by Christopher Jacques ; it

is a hundred miles round, with secure and deep an-

chorage for all the navies of the world . The ci-

tizens of Bahia sometimes make pic-nic excursions

to the islands in the bay ; that of Itaparica is 20

miles long by 10 wide. The adjacent wooded is-

land of Medo is now a powder magazine ; it was

much infested by Indians in the early days of Bahia.

It is said the island of Itaparica was portion of

the dowry of the amiable and virtuous Catherine

of Braganza, married to Charles II . of England ;

and was subsequently exchanged for Bombay.

Travellers wishing to ascend the Rio San Fran-

cisco can do so with great ease for about 600 miles

above the falls of Paulo Affonso, and will always

find vessels at some of the ports ofthat river, such

as Urubú, Barra, Santa Sè, or Joaseiro .

Besides the capital there are seven large towns

in the Province, viz.-

Cachoeira, on the Paraguasù, with 88,200 inha

bitants, of whom 15,347 are slaves ; it is one of the

stations on the southern telegraphic line from

Bahia to Rio das Contas.
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Santo Amaro, on the Jaguaripe, with 58,300 po- · .

pulation, including 10,620 slaves, is another station

on the same telegraph line, not far from the dia-

mond fields.

Rio das Contas, sometimes called Minas, with

59,850 inhabitants, including 8,900 slaves, stands at

the mouth of the river of same name, on the sea

board, nearly 100 miles south of Bahia.

Sant Anna, with 51,600 souls, including 4,100

slaves, is near the foot of the Giboya mountains

and the head waters of the Jiquirica, on the south-

ern telegraph line.

San Francisco, 44,500 pop., including 3600 slaves,

is between the Paraguassú and the Bahia and

San Francisco railway.

Maragagipe, 46,600 pop. , including 5,200 slaves,

stands south of the Paraguassù, on the southern

telegraph line.

Nazareth, 38,200 pop. , including 8,400 slaves, is

also a station on the same route, southward of Ma-

ragapipe.

One of the most important villages on the San

Francisco is Barra, at the confluence of the Rio

Grande, a place of 17,000 inhabitants, about 350

miles west ofBahia. At this point the San Fran-

cisco is a great river, and in the centre is the island

ofMiradero, 4 miles long. Nearly 300 miles higher

9
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is the island of Carinhanha, where the San Fran-

cisco first spreads out to a great width.

There are two lines of land telegraph besides

the ocean cable ; the northern was opened in 1874

between Bahia, Alaguinhas and Sergipe ; the

southern in 1876 between Bahia and Rio das

Contas ; each of these lines is about 150 miles

long, independent of the line along the Bahia and

San Francisco railway. The ocean cable connects

with Rio Janeyro and the River Plate southward,

and with Pernambuco and Europe northward.

The post-office of Bahia shews less business than

either Pernambuco or San Paulo, although Bahia

surpasses both these provinces in wealth andin the

proportion of persons who can read and write.

There are 68 postal offices in the provinces, and

this branch of revenue yielded in 1874 only £6,500

sterling.

There are 6 Banks, as follows-

Bank of Bahia, founded in 1859, with right of

emission ; capital £900,000 sterling, in 40,000 shares

one-halt paid up. The emission is guaranteed by

National Bonds, and amounts (May 1875) to

£150,000 stg.

Bank do Commercio, capital £900,000, three-

fourths paid up, in 80,000 shares ; reserve-fund

£13,500 stg.
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Mercantile Bank, capital £440,000 stg. , in 40,000

shares.

Hypothecary Bank, paid-up capital £ 100,000

sterling.

Savings Bank, paid-up capital £460,000, reserve-

fund £23,000.

New London and Brazilian, capital one million

sterling.

There are 4 colonies, viz. , Muniz, Theodoro, Bio-

Branco and Carolina, whose aggregate only makes

up 186 settlers . There are also two agricultural

native settlements, Commandatuba with 500, and

Ileos with 422 inhabitants, who raise coffee,

cotton and cocoa.

Thirty Indian villages have resident missionaries

and schools ; they consist of Camacan, Mongoy,

Botocudo, Tupinamba, Caricé, Tapuya and other

tribes.

The most remarkable charitable institution is

the Sta. Casa de Misericordia at Bahia, founded

by Juan Aguiar in 1700 ; it receives annually 2,800

sick, and is maintained at a cost of £5,500 per an ,

two-thirds being endowments. There is an Or-

phanage attached, where 300 children are fed and

clad, besides a poor-school for externs ; cost £4,000

per an. The new lunatic asylum opened at Boa

Vista in June 1874 cost £6,500 to build, and is

under the direction of the Santa Casa, whose total-

9*
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income last year was £16,500, and expenditure

£16,300 sterling. Similar Casas de Misericordia '

exist at Cachoeira, Sant Amaro, Nazareth , Mara-

gogipe, Valenza and other towns. San Joaquin’s

college at Bahia is an orphanage for 100 boys, who

are educated in various trades ; it has £3,000 a

year in endowments. The Providencia is a female

orphanage for 140 girls, supported by 222 chari-

table ladies. The Sacred Heart is a similar insti-

tute, founded by Rev. Francisco Souza in 1827 ;

here 160 poor girls are received ; the endowments

exceed £12,000 per an.

Bahia has 3 lines of tramway-

1st. Justo Arriani's line, from Barroquinha to

Fonte Nova, Soledade and Matadouro, which is

now 7 miles long, and will be carried on to Naza-

reth and Rio Vermelho. It does a large passenger

traffic.

2nd. From Conceicao to Itapagipe, through all

the most crowded thoroughfares of the city ; six

miles long, the section from Bomfin to Itapagipe

being by steam - traction. This is a joint- stock

company.

3rd. From Praza do Palacio to Campo Grande

and Barra. This includes the Lift from the Lower

to the Upper town, and does a great traffic both in

passengers and merchandize.

The Bahia Docks Co., capital £ 900,000, has been
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formed at London by Messrs. Mauá, Baring, Youle,

Holt, Saunders, Bartlett and Neate, who have pe-

titioned Government for right to export merchan-

dize duty-free from the proposed docks ; these are

to be constructed from Agua Meninos to Largo

Pilar, with an area of 40 acres and 2 miles of what-

age ; there are to be two inner or graving-docks,

24 feet deep, connected by tramway with the city.

Mr. Charles Neate, C.E. calculates the total cost at

£725,000 , besides £175,000 for purchase of site and

other expenses . It is proposed to make subse-

quently two other docks alongside, one northwards

to Jequitaya , 40 acres, the other southward to

Caes Dourado for small craft. These docks would

be such an advantage to Bahia, to revive and aug.

ment its trade, that the Government will probably

grant the favors demanded.

The Provincial revenue rose from £220,000 in

1872 to £330,000 in 1875 ; it is derived from pro-

perty tax, legacy duty, 1 per cent on diamonds, 3

on sugar, 6 on brandy, coffee, cotton and tobacco,

and 2 per cent on such articles as pay no export

duty to the general revenue of the empire.

Bahia is ahead of most provinces in public

instruction. The Lyceum has 240 students .

The Library in the old Jesuit College has 18,000

volumes, and is visited by 6,000 readers annually.

The Medical College has also a library of 2,000
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volumes ; the Literary Society 8,000 ; the Reading

Club 3,000 ; the Agricultural Institute 6,000 vo-

lumes, besides a library of 600 volumes at Va-

lenza.

•

Babia seems destined to become the outlet for

the trade ofthe San Francisco river and valley, as

soon as the railway reaches there. The Imperial

Government called for tenders to prolong the line

to Joaseiro, 350 miles, and the estimates amounted

to £3,970,000 sterling ; the work has not yet been

taken in hand. The line actually in traffic does

a poor business ; lines of similar length in the

River Plate carry 10 times as much.

There is a smaller line called the Central or Pa-

raguassú, started by Mr. Hugh Wilson , C. E., in

1874, with an Imperial guarantee of 7 per cent for

30 years on £1,430,000 stg. The first section from

Cachoeiras to Santa Anahas been opened , 30 miles,

and the second will reach Diamantinas or the

Diamond-fields, after which it will be carried on to

Urubù, 250 miles from Bahia, and centre ofthe

San Francisco trade, the river being navigable for

800 miles higher.

Besides the above there are some railways pro-

jected by the Legislature of Bahia--

From Alagoinhas to Timbó, concessionaire

Freitas Paranhos.

From Nazareth to Santo Antonio, 30 miles, es-
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timated cost £440,000 ; 5 miles already in traffic ,

to Onha,

From Santo Amaro to Bom Jardin, estimate

£132,000 sterling ; plans approved in 1875, with

Provincial guarantee.

There is a tramway of 3 miles at Santo Amaro ;

in 1874 the working expenses were £800 ahead of

the receipts.

A steam-tramway, 50 miles long, is to be made

by Messrs. Galvan Brothers from Valenza to Mutá ;

plans approved .

Mr. Hugh Wilson obtained a concession, in 1875,

of 7 per cent guarantee on £150,000 for 30 years to

make a railway from the Belmonte or Iequitin-

honha, starting from Cachoeirinha, to Farpon, the

trontier town of Minas Geraes. Mr. Joaquin Ri-

beiro also obtained a concession last year for a line

from Oliveira dos Campinhos to Santo Amaro.

Among literary associations the oldest is theHis-

torical Institute, founded in February 1856 by the

venerable Archbishop Seixas, Marquis of Santa

Cruz. The first newspaper was Idade de Ouro

(golden age) established with royal license in 1811 ;

at present the leading papers are the Jornal de

Bahia, 25 years old, and the Correio, started in

1871.

In 1753 some adventurers discovered a deserted

city in the woods and wrote a description of it,
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which Canon Benigno reproduced in the Literary

Annals. Not far from the village of Sincora there

is a precipitous gorge in the mountains, with a de-

file cut by human hands through the solid rock. As

no such work appears in local annals it is believed

to be much older than the discovery of America.

Canon Benigno set out in quest of the mysterious

eity, but after 14 days ofjourney and travelling

more than 100 leagues he had to give up his ob-

ject. He afterwards embarked for Valenza and

tried in that direction , but was prevented by heavy

rains from proceeding. The adventurers in their

account (1753) state that they were 3 days descend-

ing the river from the ruined city, and it is ascer-

tained the river must be the Paraguassù, which

comes from Sincora Sierra, passes by Cachoeira

city, and falls into the bay of Bahia in front of

Itaparica. Some daring English traveller may yet

solve the mystery.

There is a Government dockyard built by the

Portuguese where the first line of battle- ship was

constructed in the last century ; it is in front of

the Conceicao de Praya church, and several frigates

have since been built there, but latterly this busi-

ness is almost confined to Rio Janeyro.

The most remarkable civic festival in the year

is the Dos de Julio, the date of the expulsion ofthe

Portuguese by General Labattut fighting for ind
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1
pendence. Every year two waggons are brought

from Lapinha with figures of Tupinamba Indians

to the Largo da Piedade escorted by the students,

dressed in white with green sashes.

The snuff-factory of Meuron and Co. at Unhao

is the largest in Brazil ; the snuff is known all over

the world ; there are branch houses at Rio Ja-

neyro and Pernambuco.

The gas-works at Bahia are worth a visit ; they

contain 50 retorts and employ 100 men, the con-

sumption of coal averages 15 tons in 24 hours.

Last year the quantity of gas consumed was 534

million cubic feet, to light 3,000 street lamps and

1200 houses.

Water supply is provided by the Queimado Co.,

capital £100,000 sterling, who sell water all over

town at one cent or 20 reis per barrel. The works

were constructed by M. Lenoir. The number of

elegant fountains of bronze and marble cannot fail

to attract notice. Similar joint-stock companies

supply water to Cachoeira, Nazareth, Maragagipe

and other towns.

There are 8 Insurance companies, viz. Liverpool

London and Globe, Royal, Alliance, Fidelity &c .

Most of these are English agencies, but there are

two local companies, the Allianza and Interesse

Publico, the second of which has a Fire Brigade

for the general service of the city.
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The principal cotton factories are those of Todos-

os-Santos, Queimado, Dos Mares, Modelo, Amparo,

Pilar, Penha, Paraguassu, Progreso, Salvador and

San Braz, some ofwhich have from 100 to 200 opera-

tives. The first-named belongs to Baron Antonio Al-

buquerque and consumes 300 tons of cotton yearly

There is also a large sugar refinery called the Dos

de Julio. Mr. William Watt has a steam saw-mill

at Ponta Area, and there are two others belonging

to W. Schmidt and F. Bastos. Seven cigar-factories

employ a number of hands and export millions of

cigars to all parts of the world . Messrs. Hopkins

and Webster have a foundry at Jequitara, Messrs.

Cameron and Schmidt another at Monserrat, Mr.

Thomas Russel another at Santo Amaro, besides

the Bahiana and other foundries. There are, more-

three soap factories.over,

No province surpasses Bahia in the richness and

variety of its animal and vegetable kingdoms. Its

forests abound with game and reptiles, its waters

teem with hundreds of different kinds of fish. There

is a kind of cedar called Acajuca-tinga admirably

suited for building and growing to such a size that

the historian Gabriel Soares mentions one of these

trees washed down by an inundation from Ilheos ,

so big that the neighbors built a church out ofthe

planks and had stil! enough over for a house after-

wards. So reckless of late years has been the
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system of clearing the forests that a petition is be-

fore Government in this matter, the districts of

Jequiriza and Nazareth being utterly devastated .

Minerals are found in many places, especially

gold, copper, iron and coal (besides diamonds al-

ready mentioned) . In the last century gold dust

was largely exported ; the best gold-fields are at

Jacobina, Victoria and Serra da Saude. Amethysts

and other precious stones are found at Caetete ;

coal at Porto Seguro and Nazareth ; iron at Va-

lenza and in the Chique-Chique Sierras near the

San Francisco. Copper has been exported for over

acentury from Cachoeira and Santiago de Iguape.

The engineer Bulhones in making railway surveys

near the San Francisco found copper cropping out

over the ground in various places.

Thermal springs exist at Itapicuru ; the water is

clear and tasteless, with atemperature of 30 degrees

centigrade. The baths are much in use, and under

the care of a manager, who has 3 houses for pa-

tients.

The province counts no fewer than 893 sugar

factories, of which 282 are worked by steam-power;

the largest number are situate at Santo Amaro,

Nazareth, San Francisco and Maragagipe. In 1872

the mills produced 54,000 tons of sugar, but the

production has since fallen off.
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The imports and exports of Bahia for 5 years

shewed thus :-

Imports Exports

1870 .... £2,170,000 £2,168,000

1871 ..... 1,980,000 1,985,000

1872 ... 2,410,000 2,470,000

1873 ... 2,505,000 1,980,000

1874 ..... 1,910,000 1,420,000

£10,975,000 £10,023,000

Bahia tobacco obtained 8 prize medals at the

Vienna Exhibition . The coffee of this province is

no less renowned, especially that of Maragagipe

and San Francisco, of a yellow color, esteemed

better than the finest of San Paulo . Cotton from

the neighborhood ofCaetete always fetches a penny

per lb. over any other class grown in Brazil.

Coasting traffic has declined greatly in 2 years ;

it represented two millions sterling in 1872, and

fell to £1,200,000 in 1874, The Bahiaua coasting

steamboat Co. keeps up constant traffic, with Per-

nambuco, Sergipe, Alagoas and Espiritu Santo,

running steamers 3 times a week, and making 680

trips yearly, including those on the various rivers

which are navigated by means of Government sub-

sidies : the receipts of this Co. in 1874 amounted 4
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to £102,000 sterling, besides a mail subsidy of

£31,000 per annum. The Jequitinhonha Mail-

steamer Co. receives £4,400 a year to run a steamer

monthly to Belmonte ; and the Legislature has re-

cently voted £1,300 for a daily steamboat from

Bahia to Itaparica.

The tonnage of Bahia shews a wonderful increase

since 1872, partly, owing to the number of Pa-

cific steamers now touching here. The aggregate

returns of arrivals and departures make up the

following :-

1872....

1873...

1874....

845,620 tons

2,886,204 "

3,522,952 "

Nearly 30 per cent of these totals is composed of

coasting tonnage, which increased in precisely the

same ratio as sea-going tonnage, quadrupling in

two years.

Bahia surpasses any other part of Brazil in his-

torical associations. In front of this city took place

the famous sea-fight in which the Dutch Admiral,

Adrian Patryd, being beaten by the Spaniards, re-

fused to surrender, and folding himself in the flag

of his country leaped overboard, saying : " The

ocean is the fittest grave for a Dutch Admiral."
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XV.

SERGIPE

This province was formerly a part of Bahia, until

formed into a distinct province after Independence,

under the name of Sergipe del Rey. The sea-cost

is low and sandy, the interior mountainous. It

has about 100 miles of coast-line north of Bahia,

the boundary between the two provinces being Rio

Real, while it is separated from Pernambuco on

the north by the Rio San Francisco. It is the

smallest of all the Brazilian provinces, its area not

exceeding 23,700 square miles, with a population

of 161,307, including 25,351 slaves. It counts 6
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towns and 18 villages, the capital being Aracaju, at

the head of the Cotinguiba river. The bar at

the mouth of this river is such an impediment to

commerce that ocean vessels are hardly able to

approach ; hence two thirds of the products are

shipped in coasting craft to Bahia and swell the

trade of that port, Imports are also obtained

chiefly from the same port, except a portion coming

by way of Pernambuco. Some 30 European ves-

sels, mostly English, German and Swedish, clear

annually from Aracaju with sugar, for Sweden,

Portugal and Russia. It is considered a better

quality of sugar than Bahian . The statistics for

1872 and 1873 shew the annual trade of Sergipe

to reach £920,000 sterling, exports being 3 times

greater than imports. The chief exports are sugar

and cotton-

Sugar...

Cotton .

Local revenue'....

P.ovincial debt...

£390,000 sterling

330,000

64,576

43,200

About one-sixth of the local income (there is

only £21,000 annual imperial revenue) is devoted

to education, maintaining 154 schools, attended by

5,669 children. There is a free library at Ara-

cajú. A railway concession has been granted by

the Provincial Legislature for a line from Maroim

to Propria, 160 miles, but not yet commenced. The
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great river San Francisco debouches into the At-

lantic at Villa Nova, 70 miles north of Aracaju .

Large fossils are found on its banks.

Marble,rock-crystal, salpetre and lime-stone abound

in many places ; gold and diamonds on the slopes

of Itabayana. The forests consist of trees of varied

utility, especially for building houses or making

boats ; some of these trees produce gum-arabic,

others resin for calking. The Cabureicia emits

a balsamic odor ; the fruit of the Ameira gives an

admirable rose dye, and its distilled water is bet-

ter than sarsaparilla for purifying the blood . The

Mangabeira produces a viscous milk much used in

medicine ; the Jacaruba is well-known in veteri-

nary science and also as a cure for rheumatism.

Cocoa oil is annually exported to a value of £300,

for use of machinery at Bahia ; sea-salt is also ex-

ported to Bahia and Rio Grande do Sul. Man-

dioca and arrow-root are largely produced. Among

local industries may be mentioned Cardoso's fac-

tory for refining sugar and clarifying it with milk,

Amaral's distillery of brandy, rum, and cordials

on the River Piauhytinga, and Silveyra Coelho's

cotton factory.

The first settlers were French buccaneers, ex-

pelled in 1592 by Governor Barros, who built a

town near Aracaju and called it San Antonio, but

the site was so unhealthy that the inhabitants
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moved to San Cristobal. This latter place was

taken by Maurice of Nassau and held some years

by the Dutch, until the Tupinambas took it, these

last being expelled by Portuguese troops in 1696.

The seat ofGovernment was moved from San Cris-

tobal, in 1855, to Aracaju, a very unhealthy place.

Larangeiras, the largest city in the Province, is

also very unhealthy, being surrounded by swamps ;

it was decimated by cholera some years ago, and

has a fine hospital.

San Cristobal, the old capital, is 5 leagues from

Aracaju, and appears running to decay.

This province has 770 sugar-factories, employing

12,000 hands and turning out 37,000 tons sugar ;

also 930 cattle-farms, which export 20,000 head

annually.

10
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XVI.

ALAGOAS.

This is another small province, only 35,460

square miles, bounded on the north and west by

Pernambuco, on the east by the Atlantic, and on

the south by Sergipe, with a population of 348,009,

including 33,242 slaves. The chief town, Maceio ,

is a port of some importance, frequented by coast

ing steamers, and here reside the President, Le

gislature and other authorities ; it has a tramway,

several convents and 14,000 inhabitants. Jaraguà,

the port of Maceio, is only 2 miles distant, extend-

ing along the beach. A railway is projected by
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the Provincial Government from Maceio to join the

Pernambuco line near the river San Francisco, 75

miles ; also another by the Imperial Government

from Piranhas to Yatoba, 65 miles, but neither of

these lines is yet begun. Six miles have been

made of a railway from Jaraguá towards Impe-

ratriz, with a provincial guarantee ; the length

when completed will be 56 miles . All these lines

have for object to convey the produce of the in-

terior to the seaboard.

Maceio has a bank, lyceum, normal school, 4

newspapers, a public library, an archeological in-

stitute, chamber ofcommerce, 74 streets and 2,200

houses. There is a light-house visible 25 miles ; a

new light-house has been also put up at Barra San

Francisco, visible 12 miles. The bank was founded

in 1861, with a capital of £56,000, in shares of £11

each. The library has 4,700 volumes and is visited

by 850 readers yearly. There is another free li-

brary at the town of Penedo, with 400 volumes.

Popular instruction is making progress, the State

supporting 222 schools, with 6,624 scholars . The

Imperial Government has just granted a subsidy

for two more free libraries and night schools.

The provincial revenue of Alagoas is £200,000

sterling, of which £38,000 is devoted to public

schools. The province has its own Legislature and

also sends 2 Senators and 5 Deputies to the Im-

10*
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perial Parliament at Rio Janeyro ; it formed a part

of Pernambuco until 1840. Being situated be-

tween 9 and 10 S. Lat., its climate is too hot for

Europeans. Two thirds of its surface consists of

wooded mountains; the soil in the lowlands is very

fertile, and grows much sugar and cotton. Travel-

lers should visit the falls of Paulo Affonso, a ca-

taract on the San Francisco, about 100 miles in-

land. Besides the timber for exportation the

forests abound in medicinal drugs , such as dragon's

blood, copaiba, ipecacuanha &c., and in tropical

fruits. Most of the inhabitants are negroes and

live by agriculture ; some tribes of the interior

still follow the chase. Cotton cloth is manufac

tured in inconsiderable quantities. There are 300

sugar-factories, this province exporting sugar

largely to Pernambuco and Bahia.

Alagoas, the ancient capital, stands some miles

inland, and is stiil remarkable for the agricultural

products of the surrounding district ; the seat of

Government was removed to Maceio in 1839.

Penedo, 25 miles north of the mouth of San

Francisco, is a place of growing importance, and

gives title to the present Brazilian Minister at

London,
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XVII.

PARAHYBA

This province lies north of Pernambuco and has

a sea-board of 90 miles ; it extends inland nearly

400 miles, in a succession of hill ranges. The Sierra

Borborema separates it from the Province of Ceara,

and in this range takes rise the rapid river Para-

hyba, whose principal affluent is the Guarahu.

These rivers impart tertility to the soil, for it never

rains during six or eight months of each year. In

the uplands sterility prevails, but the valleys are

elad with luxuriant vegetation. The climate is

healthier than most of the adjacent provinces, and
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breezes. The

Nature is so

the atmosphere kept cool by sea

rainy season is from March to July.

bountiful that the inhabitants are of idle habits,

paying little attention either to agriculture or

cattle-raising. The Government uses every effort

to encourage agriculture by free donations of land,

and some slight progress has been made, due to

the impulse of Governor Albuquerque in 1860, who

aided in getting up a line of steamers on the river

Parahyba, and proposed to connect this river with

the San Francisco by means of a canal 60 miles

long, through a level country. Model-farms might

be advantageously established in the valleys of

San Gonzalo, Valenza and Bom Jesus, to utilize the

thousands of idle hands, who could make butter

and cheese, dry beef, or raise cereals for expor

tation.

The late Dr. Servio Ferreyra left essays on the

mineral wealth of the Province, shewing that it

abounded in gold, iron, quicksilver, saltpetre, flint,

calcareous rock, and tabatinga, a substance much

used for house-building. No less valuable are the

botanical treasures, such as quinine, copaiba, co-

chineal, aniseed &c. There is a species of ant which

produces wax.

Parahyba city is a seaport 70 miles north of Per-

nambuco, in 7 degrees S. Lat. , with a population of

20,000 souls. The aspect it presents on approaching
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from the sea is delightful ; at 15 miles from the

embouchure of the limpid river which bears its

name the town is surrounded by successive am-

phitheatres of hills, the intermediate valleys re

vealing fertility and cultivation. The city counts

8 churches, 3 convents, Government house, Legis-

lature, lyceum, public schools, treasury, barrack,

penitentiary and other buildings. The upper town

is falling to decay. The lower is new and flourish-

ing, and goes by the name of Varadouro. Fort

Cabedello once defended the mouth of the river,

but is now in ruins. The port returns shew about

200 vessels touch annually at Parahyba, mostly

coasting craft, only one-third being sea-going.

There are 4 towns of minor note, viz. , Maman-

guape, near the capital ; Arèa, centre of an agri-

cultural district ; Souza, tar inland , seat of the pas-

toral industry ; and Pombal, in the woods, well

known as a market for fat cattle.

A railway is projected from Parahyba to Alagoa

Grande, 130 miles, with guarantee from the Im-

perial Government. The public buildings com-

prise the Government house, some churches and

convents, the Lyceum and several schools.

The provincial revenue is £ 180,000 sterling, of

which £37,000 is devoted to the support of 149

schools, attended by 3.906 children . The pro-

vince has an area of 45,300 square miles, with a
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population of 362,557, including 40,000 slaves.

The forests abound in valuable timber, which forms

an article of export, as well as cotton and sugar.

There are 160 sugar factories. This province sends

2 Senators and 5 Deputies to the Imperial Legis-

lature.

This territory was first explored by settlers from

Bahia. The city of Parahyba was founded under

the name of Filippea in 1585 by Barbosa, and af-

terwards was some years held by the Dutch.
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XVIII.

PERNAMBUCO

This province is about midway between Bahia

and Cape San Roque, being 500 miles north of the

former, and extending along the Atlantic seaboard.

It is remarkably fertile, and has an area of 77,830

square miles. There are more than 500 sugar plan-

tations, besides numerous cattle-farms ; cotton and

indigo are also largely produced.

Pernambuco is the worst port in the world for

large vessels ; the mail steamers lie far out to sea,

and there is a nasty reefnear shore, but such small

vessels as can come inside find here a safe an cho
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rage. When the weather is rough, as generally

happens, passengers are lowered from the steamers

in an arm-chair, and as a sea-breeze always springs

up about 1 in the afternoon it is a risk to venture

ashore. Bathers must beware of sharks.

The trade of Pernambuco is about 5 millions

sterling per annum, three-fifths being imports.

There are numerous English merchants and other

foreign residents, but these northern Provinces are

as a rule too hot for Europeans, and all efforts to

found German or English colonics in these low

latitudes have proved failures .

The Pernambuco railway runs out 76 miles

through a varied and picturesque country, its

traffic consisting chiefly of sugar and other produce.

It cost almost 2 millions sterling, the Government

taking £700,000 in shares and also giving a 7 per

guarantee. It is not yet self supporting, the work-

ing-expenses absorbing two-thirds of the receipts .

Olinda is the ancient-name for Pernambuco and

one of the suburbs is still so called . The first

settlement, in 1530, was made by Captain Duarte

Coelho, who received this grant from the King of

Portugal for his long services in India ; it extended

from the Juraza river to the mouth of the San

Francisco. The native name Pernambuco signi-

fies an "opening through a stone reef," but when

Duarte landed with his wife and children he ex-
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claimed 'O que linda ' (oh ! how beautiful) and this

gave rise to the Portuguese name. The aborigi-

nal inhabitants were called Cabetes and were ex-

pert navigators, using a species of raft or Catama-

ran made of timber and wicker-work such as is still

seen with the coast fishermen. Duarte's little co-

lony was nearly exterminated by the French and

some Indian tribes, but for the timely aid of the

Cacique Tabyra ; this brave man sallied out with

Duarte to fight the besiegers ; an arrow pierced

his eye; he plucked it out and the eye-ball on it,

saying to his followers that he could still see to

beat his enemies with one eye. So rapid was the

progress of Olinda that 30 years later when Duar-

te's son George, ayouth of 20, was elected by the

Jesuits as Commander of the place there were 50

sugar-factories paying 19,000$ revenue, and the

residents were able to bring into the field 2600 in-

fantry and 400 cavalry . Each factory had twenty

or thirty residents, a hundred or more African

slaves, besides native ones ; and adventurers from

Portugal made large fortunes in a few years.

George Duarte in 5 years reduced all the surround-

ing country for 150 miles from Olinda, the com-

merce of which place freighted 45 ships annually

to Portugal. In 1630 it was captured by a Dutch

fleet of 50 sail, after a vigorous resistance by the

garrison under command of Vieira, a youth of 17 ;
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the Dutch committed horrible atrocities on this oc-

casion, and held Pernambuco for a quarter of a

century afterwards, till recovered by the Viceroy

Barreto. It remained under the Portuguese until

the declaration of Independence.

Of late years the city has been much improved,

and it contains some fine buildings. It is un-

healthy, owing to the frequency of fever and small-

pox ; the latter is owing to the prejudice of the

lower classes against vaccination. The city-hos-

pital is a large establishment with 400 beds ; last

year it admitted 2,554 patients, of whom 522 died.

The new Orphan Asylum at Tamarineira will be a

noble edifice ; the number of orphans averages

200 ; the first stone of the new structure was laid

in September 1875, Baron Soledade subscribing

£4,000 sterling, and other donations making up

£15,000 ; the estimates are £40,000 sterling, accord-

ing to Mr. Victor Fournier's plans ; municipal sub-

sidy £8,000 per annum. There are also Lazarist

and Lunatic asylums, the first with 140, the second

40 beds ; the Poor-house averages 100 mendicants.

and much out-door relief is given by the M isericor-

dia Society.

The city as well as the Olinda suburb are lighted

with gas ; the former has 1500 street-lights. The

new Abattoirs are spacious and cleanly, having

been constructed in 1875, with sheds for sheep



PERNAMBUCO 157

and cattle. The most notable improvement will be

the new harbor designed last year by Sir John

Hawkshaw; this is included in the estimates ap-

proved by the Imperial Government for 5 new

harbors to be made within 10 years, representing a

total cost of 3 millions stg. Among private enter-

prises is worthy of notice Silva Barroca's great

cotton factory, which has 60 hands and steam-

power of 30 horse. Messrs. Keller and Co. are put-

ting up a sugar-factory which will grind 120 tons

of sugar cane daily. Pernambuco has over 90,000

inhabitants.

There is a steam tramway in traffic since August

1874, which is now being prolonged to Afogados

and the Magdalena cotton-mill. Travellers are

usually filled with admiration for the luxuriant

vegetation and picturesque appearance of the

suburbs, but they must beware of going about much

on foot, which might induce fever. The city is

situated between two rivers , Beberibe and Capi-

baribe, and the sea, giving it some resemblance to

Venice. Splendid buildings are seen in the Boa

Vista quarter, and the stranger ought to visit the

college, lyceum , cathedral , hospitals , gas-works,

theatre &c., as also the suburb of Olinda, where

the rich merchants have charming country-houses.

There is a fine panoramic view from this point.
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There are 3 forts defending the city. The cemetery

is the finest in Brazil.

The population of the Province is 841,539, in-

cluding 89,028 slaves. The provincial revenue is

£270,000 per annum, of which just one-fifth is ex-

pended in public schools. There was a decline in

trade during 1874 as compared with the previous

year, caused by the crisis.

There is a line of Pernambucan coasting steamers

which ply to Maceio and Sergipe southwards, and

Parahyba and other northern ports, twice a month,

as also to the penal settlement of Fernando Noron-

ha island in the Atlantic ; the Company have 7

steamers, from 200 to 400 tons. The little port of

Goyanna is being improved by the construction of

a canal 60 feet wide, 12 deep, and a mile long.

Land grants of 20 acres are given to Indians who

offer to cultivate same. San Miguel is a settle-

ment of 36 Indian families.

The city is made up of 3 distinct quarters, con-

nected by bridges. The first is Recite, near the

port, with narrow streets and old houses, compris-

ing the richest and most commercial quarter, be-

sides the Custom-house, arsenal and observatory.

Secondly, San Antonio, anciently called Maurice-

town, after Maurice of Nassau, who evacuated this

place in 1654, leaving 464 well built houses ; this

quarter connects with Recife by a great iron bridge
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under which flow the two rivers Beberibe and Ca-

pibaribe. San Antonio comprises the Government-

house, military school , theatre, prison, 2 churches,

and some fine streets, as also the railway-terminus,

Thirdly Boa Vista, the newest part ofPernambuco,

extending towards Olinda. The whole city counts

more than 7,000 houses, 17 churches, 1 Protestant

chapel, numerous Banks, public fountains, squares,

literary institutions and printing- offices.

Olinda stands 3 miles N. of the city. It was

burnt by the Dutch in 1631. Besides the old

Jesuit college there is a very fine cathedral ; the

convents of Benedictines and Carmelite friars are

now in ruins, At Forno de Cal is shewn the spot

where the first sugar-factory was established by

Albuquerque 400 years ago. About 20 miles from

Pernambuco is the village of Iguarrassu, where

the first Portuguese settlers of this province es-

tablished themselves.

Goyana, 50 miles from Pernambuco, is some-

times called San Pedro ; it is a large, populous

and ancient city, centre of a great sugar in-

dustry.

Rio Formoso, 70 miles south of Pernambuco , is

another place of active trade in sugar, and has a

good port.
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XIX.

RIO GRANDE DO NORTE.

Lies north of Parahyba and east of Ceará, hav-

ing the Atlantic for boundary on its two other sides.

Area 34,840 square miles, population ¡233,979, in-

cluding 5,000 slaves. The coast-line is nearly 150

miles, almost inaccessible trom dangerous shoals ;

there is not a single port suitable for seagoing ves-

sels. Near the coast are sandy plains, but in the

interior the country becomes mountainous, giving

rise to numerous small rivers, some of which are

affluents of the Parahyba. When the first dis-

coverers landed here they mistook the Portengi
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for the Rio Grande, and hence the name of the

province. Salt is obtained in large quantities

from salt lakes. Gold, silver and iron are found

in some places ; also limestone, sandstone and gra-

nite. The soil is barren, unless on the banks of

rivers. The principal crop is cotton, besides which

the inhabitants raise mandioca, sugar, rice, and

maize. Large herds of cattle pasture on extensive

plains. Various kinds of dyes, balsams and gums

are extracted from the forest timber. The export

trade, in coasting craft, consists of cotton, hides ,

sugar, salt-fish and drugs.

The local Legislature, consisting of 20 members,

meets at Natal, the capital , situate a few miles

south of Cape San Roque, the easternmost point of

South America. The fortress of Reis Magos has a

light visible 13 miles. The provincial revenue is

only £110,000, and of this sum £19,000 is spent in

supporting 152 schools with 6611 pupils. There

are 3 public libraries. The province sends two Se-

nators and five Deputies to the Imperial Parlia-

ment at Rio Janeyro.

This territory was first settled by Albuquerque,

who expelled some French buccaneers and founded

Natal city on Xmas Day 1599. In the following

century it fell into the hands of the Dutch, and

subsequently became an appanage of Pernambuco

till formed into a separate province in 1817. The

11
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་.

climate is dry and generally healthy, but subject to

the same droughts as Ceará. There are over 2,000

cattle-farms, which export 60,000 head yearly to

the neighboring provinces, also 200 sugar factories ,

yielding 7,000 tons sugar. Cochineal is found in

many districts .

Natal is the centre of trade, which exceeds

£100,000 per annum, exports being ahead of im-

ports. It is 3 miles from the coast, nearthe mouth

of the Potengi or Rio Grande ; there are four

churches, palace, assembly, lyceum, treasury and

other buildings, besides the ruined Fort of the

Magi.

Mipibu and Imperatriz are two villages in the

midst of agricultural districts ; Macao is a small

ort where 100 coasters annually come to load salt,
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XX.

PIAUHY.

Lies west of Pernambuco and south of Ceara,

being 3 times the extent of either, and very thinly

inhabited. Area 182,960 square miles, population

202,222, including 20,000 slaves. The surface is ge-

nerally flat, except some small hill- ranges, that

rise to mountains on the southern border. Large

numbers of horses and horned cattle are reared.

The climate is too hot for Europeans. Iron, alum-

stone, copperas and saltpetre are the mineral pre-

11*
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ducts. The natives cultivate some sugar, rice,

cotton, tobacco and mandioca. Palms abound, of

various species.

Theresina, the capital, is the residence of the

President and Legislature. It is called after the

Empress, having been founded in 1852, and count-

ing over 6,000 inhabitants . It stands on the east-

ern bank of the Parnahiba, about 200 miles from

its mouth . This river is the boundary between.

Piauhy and Maranham. The provincial revenue is

£ 110,000, of which £20,000 is spent in supporting

73 schools, attended by 2,026 children. There is

one free library, also a lyceum for superior instruc-

tion, and an Industrial Institute where youths can

learn the trades of tailor, shoemaker, tinsmith, ca-

binet-maker, and the arts of printing and music.

There are 3 newspapers.

Parnahyba is a port 4 leagues from the mouth of

that river on the Atlantic ; a tramway of 5 miles is

in construction to the mouth of the Iguarassu. A

light-house was erected in 1873 at Pedra do Sal ;

it is a fixed light visible 12 miles- The city of Par-

nahyba is ofmore importance than Theresina, being

the centre of trade and much more populous, but

its growth is very much checked by the prevalence

of intermittent fevers. The river Parnahyba is na-

vigable for light-draught steamers over 1,000 miles,

debouching into the Atlantic by 6 mouths; it rises

)
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in the mountains of Goyaz, its total course being

about 1500 miles.

This province sends a Senator and 3 Deputies to

the Imperial Legislature at Rio Janeyro. The local

Chamber has 24 representatives.

Piauhy was at first subject to Bahia, afterwards

to Maranham, until formed into a separate pro-

vince in 1811 under Governor Albuquerque. The

seat ofGovernment was at Oeiras until 1852 ; this

place was originally known as Mocha. The first

explorers were Affonso and Jorge, in 1674, who

founded 50 cattle-farms, and 24 of these still be-

long to the imperial Government as state-property.

Oeiras is rapidly declining , being surrounded by a

dense forest and quite isolated from the rest of the

world.

This province is the most unhealthy in Brazil,

and deadly to Europeans, the climate being hot

and damp, pregnant with fever. The rainy season

is trom October to April, accompanied with dread-

ful thunderstorms. The annual export of cattle to

adjacent provinces averages 50,000 cows and 8,000

horses. For 300 miles from the seaboard the coun-

try is an undulating plain covered with grass or

cocoa-palms; further inland there are several ranges

of hills, that of Dous Irmaos separating this pro-

vince from Pernambuco.
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The trade-returns of Parnahyba hardly exceed

£33,000 per annum, between imports and exports.

A line of railway is projected from Maranham to

Theresina ; also a narrow-gauge line from Oeiras

to the Rio Parnahyba, 90 miles, to cost £770,000.

A third line from Theresina to San Jose, 42 miles,

has been already surveyed, to cost £350,000.
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XXI.

CEARA

This noble territory of woods, mountains and

savannahs has an area of 63,200 square miles, and

is washed on two sides bythe Atlantic ; its west-

ern limit is the river Parnahyba, and on the south

it touches the provinces of Piauby, Pernambuco,

Parabyba and Rio Grande do Norte. Population

721,686, of whom 30,000 are slaves. At times there

are fearful droughts, from which the cattle perish

in large numbers, and even the inhabitants some-

times greatly suffer. Dykes have been erected in

certain places to form reservoirs for the mountain

streams ; that made by Mendez Brothers 15 years
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ago was 500 feet long, 40 high, of stone and lime,

to retain the waters of a valley 3 miles long and a

mile wide. This reservoir suffices to irrigate 300

square miles of land, chiefly devoted to coffee, cot-

ton and sugar-planting. It is also proposed to

canalize the Rio Jaguaribe, which traverses the

most fertile districts .

Minerals abound, such as gold, silver, iron, cop-

per, lead, saltpetre and crystal. The botanical

kingdom is no less rich, all kinds of balsams, gums

and timber of many useful descriptions being found

in the forests. Travellers will particularly admire

the Carnahuba or tallow-tree, the leaves of which

are covered with a species of wax or tallow that

serves the natives to make candles : the leaves

are also used for thatch-roofs, the timber serves for

building, the fruit is eaten for cabbage, and the

roots have the same quality as sarsaparilla ; this

most useful tree is of the palm family, stands

drought better than any others, and has been

known to attain a height of 70 feet in five years.

A railway is in construction from Ceara to Bata-

rité, 25 miles, with a guarantee from the provincial

Government. Three other lines are projected, with

similar guarantee, viz. from Acaracu to Ipu, 140

miles ; from Itapipora to Mundahu, 30 miles ; and

from Ceara to Soure 15 miles.

Ceara city, sometimes called Fortaleza, is a new
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and well-built town of25,000 inhabitants, with fine

public buildings, especially the cathedral, Govern-

ment-house , barrack , gas-works, custom-house,

lyceum, Bolsa and hospitals. As the port is by no

means secure it is less frequented than those of

Acaracu and Aracati. Being situated close to the

Equator the climate is too hot for Europeans. Sir

John Hawkshaw's plans for the new port of Ceara

have been adopted ; the works to be compled by

1882. The chief exports are cotton, hides and dye-

woods, besides sugar, tobacco, pine-apples, and

small quantities of amethysts and gold. The local

Legislature consists of32 members. The province

was formed into a diocese-in 1854. The city stands

7 miles from the shore ; the streets are well paved

and spacious, counting about 2,500 houses and

some handsome squares .

Aracati, about 90 miles south of Cearà, stands

10 miles inland from the mouth of the Jaguaribe.

It has 5 churches and a fine town-hall. It ex-

ports over a million lbs. cotton and 2,000 hides an-

nually ; its trade would be more considerable but

for the bar, which prevents vessels approaching if

they draw over 8 feet. The population hardly

exceeds 5,000 , and the town often suffers severe

inundations.

Granja, the best port in the province, is a few



170 CEARA

miles from the coast, up the river Camocim ; here

the Pernambuco coasting steamers touch.

The local Legislature, President, Bishop and

other authorities reside at Ceará. The province

sends 4 Senators and 8 Deputies to the Imperial

Parliament. The provincial revenue is £270,000, of

which £67,000 goes to maintain 245 schools, at-

tended by 10,589 children. There is a revolving

light at Mucaripe, visible 12 miles. There are 3

newspapers at Ceará, the Pedro Segundo being 37

years old.

This territory was first colonized by Martin

Soares Moreno in 1611, when he laid the founda-

tions of Villa Velha, afterwards taken by the

Dutch. Ceará was nearly 2 centuries a dependency

of Pernambuco, till formed into a distinct province

in 1799. The climate is dry and temperate near

the sea-board, but hot, damp and unhealthy in the

woods of the interior. The rainy season is from

January to May. The principal mountain range is

Ibiapaba, reaching a height of 3,000 feet.

Gold is found at Baturité, Ipú and Lavras ;

silver, iron, coal, marble and precious stones in .

many places. The forests abound in cedar, rose-

wood, quinine, ipecacuanha &c. The province ex-

ports over 100,000 horned cattle and 15,000 horses,

besides cheese, candles, straw-hats, india-rubber,

coffee, sugar &c. by means of steamers and coast-
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ing craft to Pará and other ports. The total

trade-returns exceed £550,000 sterling, of which

two-thirds exports.

Izó is a central town on Rio Salgado. 50 leagues

from Aracaty ; there are 4 churches. The heat in

summer is insupportable.

Baturité, 16 leagues inland from Ceará, is the

centre of an agricultural department which exports

annually 4,000 tons of coffee and sugar. There is

another very productive district called Maran-

guape, 12 miles from Ceará.
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XXII.

MARANHAM.

This vast and fertile province lies between Pará

and Ceará with a seaboard of nearly 400 miles,

and derives its name from the River Maranham,

better known as the Tocantins, which forms the

boundary with the inland province of Goyaz. This

country was the home of the warlike Tupinambas,

some traces ofwhom still survive in the woods that

fringe the Parnahyba. Some of these tribes are

almost as fair as Europeans, owing to crossing of

race with French and Dutch adventurers who

made repeated efforts to establish themselves here.

Lakes, forests, mountains and rivers diversify the
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surface. The climate is said to be delightful, except

near the swamps of the Parnahyba ; it is generally

humid. The thunder-storms in autumn are the

grandest on earth, and accompanied by terrific rains.

The population amounts to 359,040, including 45,121

slaves. The island of Maranham contains about

30,000 souls.

Scientific explorations made by Mr. Gunther

for an English Company resulted in the discovery

of gold, so rich that samples sent to England were

said to surpass the best Californian, giving over

£5,000 worth of precious metal for every ton of

ore. These gold-fields lie at Montes Aureos, be-

tween the Gurupy and Maracassume and the valley

of Good Hope ; the first-named river is navigable

all the year round . In other parts are found iron ,

copper, coal, marble, lime-stone and rock-crystal .

There are likewise deposits of nitrate of potash,

sulphate ofsoda, chloride of iodium and sulphate

of lime. Between the Mearim and Grajehu are a

number of caverns which abound in vampires, and

these cause much loss of cattle by sucking their

blood when asleep. Nevertheless the raising of

cattle is the chief occupation, the annual slaughter

exceeding 600,000 head, as dried beef is largely ex-

ported to Rio Janeyro. Agriculture cannot make

much progress owing to the thinness of population ,

the want of roads or conveyances, and the absence
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of proper machinery or implements. Droughts

are, moreover, at times very destructive.

The first settlers were a band of Frenchmen

under Ravardieré, who was expelled by Albu-

querque in 1614. Maranham was separated from

Pará in 1774. President Bruce was its first ruler

after the Independence.

San Luis the capital, stands on an island of the

same name ; it is a well-built town of 3,000 houses

with a population of 30,000 . Some of the buildings

are real palaces, and as the steamer enters the

spacious bay a pleasing sight greets the traveller.

The Governor's palace on the top of the hill is the

most prominent object, from which the eye wanders

over the city, and rests on the fort that protects the

bay, while the delightful suburbs watered by the

Anil and Bacanga are clad in perpetual verdure,

and the Alcantara gardens stand out boldly in

the clear blue sky. There are 12 churches, several

convents, a Jesuit college, town-hall, hospitals, ar-

senal, Chamber of commerce, museum, library,

abattoir, 7 printing-offices and 4 public fountains,

which give an imposing look to the city. The in-

habitants are most courteous to strangers and

passionately devoted to the fine arts, especially

music. The climate, however, is hardly suited for

Europeans. Newdocks, magazines and light-houses

have recently been constructed . The Imperial
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Government has adopted Sir John Hawkshaw's

plans regarding Maranham, this being one of the

5 ports on which a sum of £3,200,000 is being ex-

pended in improvements. Over 100 sea-going ves-

sels arrive yearly, besides a large number of coast-

traders, and the aggregate value of imports and

exports is over one million sterling, the trade with

Great Britain being equal to all other countries

collectively. The principal products are rice, cot-

ton and sugar ; the other articles of export are

timber, drugs, horned cattle, and a kind of butter

made of tortoise eggs, called Manteiga de Tarta-

ruga. San Luis is the entrepot of 6 provinces. The

island on which it is built is 20 miles long, and se-

parated by the Mosquito river from the mainland .

Four railways are projected by the Provincial

Legislature ;

San Luis to Caxias ……….

Caxias to Theresina ....

Caxias to San Jose.....

212 miles

80
66

94 แ

66
Barra-do-Corda to Chapada 82

San Luis is lit with gas and has several lines of

tramway, in all 10 miles, belonging to the Maran.

ham Tramway Co., capital £90,000 with provincial

guarantee : the branch to Cutim will join on the

proposed Itibiry Railway. The Maranham Bank

was founded in 1857 with a capital of £110,000 in

10,000 shares, and a right of emission on condition
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of burning annually 6 per cent of its notes ; its ca-

pital was raised in 1871 to £340,000 sterling. The

Commercial Bank of Maranham, founded in 1869

has a capital of £170,000 in 15,000 shares. The

revenue of the province is £1,330,000, of which

£315,000 is devoted to support 167 schools attend-

ed by 6,033 children. This province has 5 light-

houses, at Barra, Alcantara, Itacolunia, Santa

Anna and San Marcos.

There are 2 lines of steamers which keep up

constant traffic with Pará and Ceará, besides an-

other line of lighter draught navigating the Tury,

Pindaré and Itapecuru rivers .

Carolina is an old town on the Tocantins, which

can make no progress, owing to the cataracts that

impede navigation. The public buildings , com-

prise 2 churches , 2 schools, town-hall and law-

courts.

Alcantara, a well-built town in front of the

capital, from which it is distant about 15 miles ,

has a good port, but trifling commerce. Between

here and San Bento is grown the best cotton .

Vianna is another place of rising importance.

Caxias, second city in the province, stands on

the Itapucuru, 300 miles from San Luis de Maran-

ham; it is the centre of a great trade with the

inner provinces, and connected by steamer with

the capital.
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XXIII.

PARA AND THE AMAZON.

Pará, at the mouth of the Amazon, is the great

northern emporium of Brazilian trade, and has

now entirely recovered from the fearful massacres

committed by the Indians in 1834-35. The Amazon

line of steamers trades from here to Tabatinga,

1800 miles, on the Peruvian frontier, the company

having been originally established by Viscount

Maua, who transferred it into English hands.

The Amazon, sometimes called the Maranham or

the Orellana, was first navigated by a Spanish ad-

12
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venturer of the last name in 1542. He was one

of Pizarro's officers who crossed the Andes from

Peru, and with fifty followers began the descent

of the tributary Napo in search of gold and spices,

then floated into the Amazon, and after dreadful

privations and numberless encounters with Indians,

in which half his little band perished, safely

reached the place where Pará now stands , having

navigated 6,000 miles in 239 days. Orellana called

the country Amazonas because in one place he

fought an Indian army led on by 12 women of

white complexion, although this is regarded as a

a fable ; two years later he led an expedition of

400 men from Spain to conquer the country, but

perished with most of his followers. Maranham,

the name of the great island in the mouth of the

river, is supposed to be called after one of the

survivors of this expedition. The Amazon in its

winding course of nearly 4,000 miles receives 200

tributary rivers, some ofthem from 1,000 to 1,800

miles long ; between the main stream and tribu-

taries there are 22,000 miles of river-navigation

suitable for steamers. The Government mail-

steamers of the Amazon, Tocantins, Negro and

Madeira carry on a service 6200 miles long. At

its mouth the Amazon is one hundred miles across,

and even far up the river it is so wide that the

traveller almost thinks himself at sea; wood ed is

tt
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lands alone break the monotony of the voyage.

The heat is overpowering, the vegetation wonder-

ful; thick forests, trodden only by Indians, cover

the banks on either side, and are infested with

jaguars and boa-constrictors, while the river-side

swarms with ferocious alligators. Some of the is-

lands are 30 miles long, formed apparently by the

debris of forests carried down by the flood . In

times of high water the rise of the Amazon often

exceeds 50 feet. Sailing vessels navigate this

river almost as easily as if on sea, and regularly

make the run from Para to Manaos, 1250 miles, in

25 days. The Indians in some places are canni-

bals ; in 1874, when Baron Tefte was marking out

the frontier with Peru, a clergyman and his ser-

vant were surprised asleep near the river-bank,

killed and eaten. An English naval officer named

Maw safely descended the Amazon in 1828, and

since then numerous travellers, including Wal-

lace, Biard, Agassiz, Keller &c. have written in-

teresting works upon this immense watershed.

Agassiz published his scientific researches in 1872,

and Keller particularly describes the great tribu-

tary Madeira, which it was proposed in 1874 to

connect by railway with the Mamorè in Bolivia,

thus opening up the trade of the latter country by

the Amazon. The Madeira and tributaries are na-

vigable for 4200 miles above the falls, through a

12*
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vast portion of Matto Grosso and Bolivia. It is

feared the Mamoré and Madeira railway will not be

carried out, owing to the failure of the Bolivian

Government. Another important tributary is the

Tapajos, which rises within a hundred miles of the

head-waters of the Paraguay. Several attempts

have been made by adventurous travellers to as-

eend the Parana and Paraguay rivers to the highest

point, carry a canoe through the forest and float

down the Tapajos to the Amazon and the ocean.

Captain Bossi tried in 1863, but his Indians de-

serted before he had got fifty miles through the

woods near Cuyabá. Nevertheles
s the journey is

quite feasible to a man who sets his life at little

value.

As soon as the Oroya Railway overthe Peruvian

Andes, now nearly finished , connects the head-

waters ofthe Amazon with the Pacific seaboard at

Callao, it will greatly develop the steam-trade of

the Amazon. Passengers will be able to leave

Parà by steamer, ascend the river in 25 days, take

the Oroya Railway, and proceed to Lima or Callao.

The Amazon in its first 300 miles through the An-

des country is unnavigable, the falls of Manseriche

extending nearly 25 miles, and the stream finally

emerging through a defile 150 yards wide, to de

bouch into the valley which marks its course to the

ocean. So immense is the volume of water that
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the current of the Amazon is felt by vessels 500

miles out at sea. Several persons have disputed

the highest source of the Amazon, but Southey

places it at a lake near Arequipa.

The Province of Pará is traversed by the Equa-

tor. The, first settlement was made here in 1616

by Francisco Caldeira, who established a factory

where the city of Belem now stands. An Irishman

named James Purcel tried to make a settlement

here in 1626, and two subsequent attempts were

made by Englishmen ( 1630-1632), but all were alike

defeated by the Portuguese Governors.

This province is about 900 miles from north to

south, and 800 from east to west, being 4 times as

large as the United Kingdom. The population

amounts to 259,821 souls, of whom 27,199 are

slaves. The soil is extremely rich, and notwith-

standing the heat of the climate some colonies ap-

pear to be doing well ; there are 270 French Cana-

dians on the Braganza route, where the Govern-

ment has marked out 300,000 acres for colonial

grants. The land gives readily 3 crops a year.

The surrounding forests are rich in timber of va-

rious descriptions. The climate is hot, moist and

rainy ; in summer it rains every afternoon, and in

winter not so regularly. Fever is common in

swampy districts. There is a fish called Piracarú,
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eating which produces a tendency to Elephan-

tiasis ; nevertheless it is much eaten by negroes.

The great island of Marajo at the mouth of the

Amazon is 180 miles long by 120 wide, and con-

tains two large cattle-farms that formerly belonged

to friars and are now used by the State, since

1794. They are valued at £100,000 sterling. Dr.

Charles Brown visited the island in 1875, when

cattle-disease was raging, but he reported it of a

mild character, proceeding from the swampy na-

ture of the land. There are 250,000 horned cattle

in the island.

The original inhabitants were Tupinambas, skil-

ful navigators, whom Father Vieyra converted

and protected from the Portuguese slave-hunters.

The Pará rebels of 1835 held out here for a long

time. The present inhabitants, 20,000 in number,

belong to the Tapuya tribe, attending chiefly to

horned cattle ; the soil is very rich and produces

much rice. This magnificent island might easily

be made a garden of Paradise ; fanned by the

breezes from the sea and the Amazon, the island

enjoys an agreeable and salubrious climate. In

1830 some adventurers bought the right to kill

200,000 horses at a silver dollar per head, and soon

converted the island into a vast slaughter-house,

shipping the hides in thousands and leaving the

carcases to putrefy and spread infection around .
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The inhabitants fled, but not before numbers of

them had succumbed to putrid fevers.

Montorte, capital of the island , stands on a hill

overlooking the Bay of Marajo, 50 miles north of

Parà. The citizens are Indians. Ten leagues

lower is Montsaraz village, whose inhabitants live

by hunting and fishing. On the north side is a

new town called Chaves or Equador, on the site

ofa Portuguese arsenal and settlement of the 17th

century .

There is a great lake at Villa Franca, near San-

tarem, about 60 miles long, the islands whereof

abound in monstrous turtles and in birds of the

richest plumage, whose feathers form a branch of

commerce. Besides the Amazon and tributaries

this province possesses two notable rivers, the To-

cantins and Araguaya ; both the same length,

say 1800 miles, and receiving forty or fifty tribu-

taries.

Foremost among local industries is the collection

of india-rubber, which forms the chief article of

exportation. The Seringueros make incisions in

the tree and catch the gum in clay vessels ; the

season begins in August, and a Seringuero will

ordinarily turn out from 10 to 18 lbs. of rubber,

duly smoked and prepared, each day. A German

named Strauss and the late French Consul, Chaton,

tried to improve the system of working, but failed ,
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although the English and American exporters pre-

ferred the new kind ofrubber to what was smoked.

This province produces cocoa, the trees growing

as high as 10 feet, and also licorice, sarsaparilla,

and other medicinal plants. Its tobacco is the

best in Brazil .

ས
Pará, otherwise called Belem , is a port of call

for the North American and Brazilian line of

steamers. It is a handsome, well-built city of

30,000 inhabitants, including several Europeans

and Americans. Trade-returns shew that the im-

ports reach £1,300,000 , and the exports £1,200,000

yearly. Pará is the head-quarters of the Amazon

Steamboat Co., which has 20 steamers in constant

traffic, each averaging 120 horse-power and 220

tons burthen ; they make 288 trips yearly, each

trip averaging 900 miles ; thus these steamers

travels 226,400 miles per annum, on the Amazon

and lesser rivers. The valley of the Tocantins is

said to enjoy a mild climate and offer room for 3

million settlers. For more than 100 miles the River

Tocantins is infested with savage Indians ; there

are 20,000 of the Carajá tribes, who go perfectly

naked. Efforts are made to civilize them, and se-

veral Capuchin missions have recently been found-

ed among them.

Statistics for 1875 shew that Pará exported dur-

ing the year 6,539 tons of india-rubber, worth
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£880,000 sterling. The total exports of the pro-

vince reached £1,200,000, of which one-half went to

England, and one quarter to United States. Public

instruction is advancing ; there are 259 schools,

frequented by 10,576 children, two thirds being

boys . There is a good Botanical Garden.

Para presents a fiattering view at first sight, but

is one of the dirtiest cities in South America,

and hence its death-rate is very high. It is 25

miles from the Atlantic, 104 miles south of the

• Equator, and 2,150 north of Rio Janeyro. Its

port is constantly crowded with shipping, and its

telegraphic communication extends to West Indies

and Europe. The principal buildings are the Gov-

ernment House, Chambers, Cathedral, Bishop's

palace and seminary, lyceum, arsenal, 2 banks, 3

libraries, hospital, and several schools. Around

the city are plantations of sugar, rice, mandioca

and cereals , There is a large number of mills ,

factories, distilleries, kilns, soap-factories &c, all

moved by steam- power.

Braganza, situate midway between Para and the

Atlantic, is a flourishing town of 18,000 souls . It

was founded by Pedro Texeira in 1616, after

sanguinary battle with the Tupinambas: In 1753

it received its present name, in honor of the royal

house of Portugal. The climate is healthy and the
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soil extremely fertile. A colony of 270 French Ca-

nadians has recently been established here.

Para was the scene of two revolutions. The first

was suppressed by Admiral Grenfell in 1827, when

the ring-leaders were shot, and 253 prisoners locked

up in a black-hole, only 4 of whom were found alive

next day. The second occurred in 1835, when the

palace-guard murdered the President, the military

Commander and the Port-Captain, besides 20 Eu-

ropean residents ; after 6 months the rebels were

dislodged, and fled to the woods, where beingjoined

by numbers of Indians they came back, re-took the

city, killed the Governor and made a massacre of

the whites. English and French marines were

landed, but were unable to hold their ground, and

those families that escaped the massacre took re-

fuge aboard vessels in port. Houses and planta-

tions were burnt, and in many districts not a white

person was left alive. General Andrea at last put

down the revolution, but the grass grew in the

streets, and Para gave no signs of returning life

till 1848, its great impulse dating from the com-

mencement of the Amazon steamers in 1852.

The department of Braganza contains about

20,000 souls, extending along the Atlantic to the

frontier of Maranham. The soil is admirably suit-

ed for agriculture, wherever the primeval forests

have been cleared . The city of Braganza stands
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on the site of an old Jesuit mission. After the ex-

pulsion of the Dutch the place was made a city by

the Duke of Braganza. It stands 100 miles N.E. of

Para, has some public buildings and 10,000 inha-

bitants, who are repated the best swimmers in Bra-

zil, devoting themselves rather to fishing than to

agriculture. The tide rises 10 feet, thus giving

access to vessels by means of the river Caite. There

is an old Indian village called Vizeo at the mouth

of the Gurupy ; the inhabitants live by the chase .

AnotherIndian hamlet called Ourem is on the river

Guama, 80 miles from Para ; it is falling into

ruins.

Cameta department is crossed by the Tocantins,

and for the most part a swampy country, whose

inhabitants are industrious in trade, agriculture

and navigation, exporting particularly a large

quantity ofcocoa. Cameta city, 30,000 pop. , is an

important centre of trade on the Tocantins, where

all vessels touch going to or from Goyaz province,

and carries on an export of indian-rubber. There

are various churches and other public buildings,

especially a fine town-hall built by Pres. Coelho.

Texeira's expedition in 1837 left here and proceed-

ed up the Amazon to Peru, returning the following

year. In the war of 1835 this city remained loyal

to the Government. Steamers ply between this

place and Para.
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Ascending the Tocantins 40 miles we find Bayon,

with a mixed population of 8,000 Indians, whites

and half-breeds, who raise considerable quantities

of rice, cocoa, coffee, cotton and mandioca in the

low-lands annually flooded. Melgazo, on Lake

Anapu, is atown of 6,000 Indians, who cut and ex-

port timber by the river Tagypuru . Portel is a

village near the same lake, 100 miles SW. of Para;

the inhabitants are famous hunters, and have a

public school. About 35 miles E. of Melgazo is the

town of Oyeras, a settlement of Comboca Indians,

4,500 pop.; the men hunt and fish, the women

raise maize and vegetables.

Macapa department, on the north bank ofthe

Amazon, runs along the river Jamunda to the

mountains of Guiana, comprising a country of mar-

vellous fertility and scanty population . The forests

abound in magnificent timber, especially the ma-

caco, guatiara and other valuable woods for up-

holstery. The fortified city of Macapa, only 3 min.

N. of the Equator, is a large, well-built town on

the left or northern bank of the Amazon, 150

miles NW. of Para ; it has a good port, well si-

tuated for commerce ; the streets are wide, the

houses have tile roofs, and the churches, hospitals

and schools give an air of importance ; the popu

lation consists of 12,000 Indians, whites and

creoles, who devote themselves to trade and agri-
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culture. The fortress is admirably built, after plans

by Vauban, but the encroachments of the Amazor

threaten some day its destruction.

Porto-de-Mox and Mazagan are in the depart-

ment of Macapa. The first is a place of 6,000 inha-

bitants on the right bank of the Xingu, 13 miles

from its mouth and 340 from Para ; it is usually a

port of call for vessels going up to Goyaz. Mazagan

(formerly Santa Ana) is 16 miles from the con-

fluence of the Mutuacá with the Amazon ; it de-

rives its name from a village in the Azores whose

inhabitants came and settled here. Rice and cot-

ton could be largely produced, but for the unhealthy

character of the climate ; it is supposed that by

draining the swamps into the Amazon the preva-

lence of fevers might be mitigated.

Gurupá department is south of the Amazon and

follows the river Xingu ; besides the mainland it

includes the large islands of Gurupá, Cupurú and

Salvador. India-rubber abounds, as also the Assa-

rucu ; the leaves of the latter are so poisonous that

they corrupt the rivers and breed malignant fevers,

for which reason the Government labors to remove

this tree from the vicinity of rivers. The country

is very fertile, and cocoa and sarsaparilla are largely

raised. The smiling city of Curupa was founded

by the Tupinambas near the confluence of the

Xingu and Amazon, and here the Portuguese
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erected their first fortress in the Amazon valley, in

1623, to close the river against English, Dutch and

French buccaneers. When the place afterwards

fell into the hands of the Dutch they improved the

fortifications, which are now in ruins. The hospital,

built by the King of Portugal in 1693, the church ,

prison and custom-house. make up the public build-

ings ; pop . 5,000 . The people are industrious, and

make some cotton fabrics.

1

Santarem is a department that embraces terri-

tory on both sides of the Amazon ; the northern

portion lies between the rivers Trombetas and Ja-

munda ; the southern between the Tapajos and Tu-

pinambaranà. The soil is of exuberant fertility, in

great part covered with forests, and producing

india-rubber, vanilla and a thousand other valuable

articles.

The city of Santarem is one of the finest in

Amazonia, distant 474 miles from Parà, on the

right bank of the Tapajos where it joins the Ama-

When the Jesuits founded a mission here

they taught the Tapajos Indians how to cultivate

cocoa, The traveller sees still the ruins of a fort

built bythe Dutch. The present city is remarkable

for its fine edifices , noble cathedral, hospital, town-

hall and public fountain. Messrs. Pinto have a

sugar-factory which turns out 300 tons of sugar

and 200 brls, of rum annually. The population com-
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prises 7,000 Indians, whites and half-breeds. The

exports include 100,000 tons of salt fish (pirarucu)

and 400 tons of cocoa, besides medicinal drugs,

especially Mururè.

Alemquer is a village of industrious agricultur-

ists, 50 miles N. of Santarem, on the borders of

Lake Surubiu ; it produces excellent cocoa, rice and

tobacco, besides raising fat cattle. Not far off, in

an island of the Gurupatuba, is the old Jesuit mis-

sion of Monte Alegre, with 4,000 inhabitants mostly

wood-cutters, and a Government saw-mill. The

lumber is floated down on rafts.

About 15 miles SW. of Santarem is Villa-Franca,

with 4,000 Camaru Indians, who raise much cocoa.

Higher up the Tapajos is Pinhel, whose inhabi-

tants live mostly by hunting and fishing.

Obidos is an important, well-built town, com-

manding the confluence of the Trombetas and Ama-

zon, 30 miles W. of Alemquer and nearly 600 miles

from Para. There is a superb and extensive view

from the heights, the Amazon flowing by in one

broad stream of 2,000 yards wide, unbroken by

islands . Although here 1,000 miles from the Ocean

the effect of the tide is visible. The town carries

on a brisk trade, several Europeans having settled

here ; population 4,000. The suburbs form a zone

of cocoa and cotton plantations. The annual ex-

ports reach 600 tons of cocoa and 2,000 tons of salt
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fish. Saw mills are worked in the forests , which

abound in the richest kinds of cabinet woods.

About 40 miles E. of Obidos, and 20 from the

mouth of the Jamunda, is the village of Faro, sur-

rounded by cocoa and cotton fields ; it is famous

for the exportation of turtle-butter.
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XXIV.

UPPER AMAZON.

So many travellers have described the Amazon

that most of this immense watershed is compara-

tively well-known. The steamboats, however, go

no higher than Tabatinga, the frontier between

Brazil and Peru, about half-way from the mouth

(at Pará) to the Andes. The latest explorer, Paul

Marcoy, only descended from the confluence of the

Ucayale, but M. Belmar, in 1860, explored the

Amazon and most of its affluents, which he des-

cribes very minutely.

13
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Above Tabatinga it is generally known as the

Maranham, but below this point it receives three

great tributaries ; the Javary, which forms the

boundary with Ecuador ; the Japurà, and Rio Ne-

gro ; after which it becomes the Amazon proper,

and pours onward in one majestic flood to the

ocean. Several of the minor affluents traverse

districts more or less auriferous, as attested by the

sands which they bring down in tribute to the king

of rivers. The width of the Amazon varies from

three to five miles, being continually maintained

by such auxiliaries as the Madeira, Tapajos, Xingu

etc ; the first drains a great portion of Bolivia, the

second comes from the Sierras of Matto Grosso ;

the third is fed by the snows and streams ofGoyaz.

There are two mouths of the Amazon : the sou-

thern, called Tocantins or Guajarà, is six miles

wide ; the northern, from Marajo island to Cape

Norte is 186 nautical miles across, gradually nar-

rowing to 6 miles. At the tides of new and full

moon there occurs the Pororoca ' or battle be-

tween the ocean and the Amazon, when the waters

leap to a height of 15 feet, with a noise that is

heard for several leagues, and such violence that

the effect is clearly perceptible as high as Trombe-

tas, over 900 miles distant.

The melting of snows in the Andes causes the

Amazon to rise in the end of October, the period
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of lowest water being in June. Navigation is at

all times easy for steamboats, but the immensity of

the river is wearisome to the traveller, unless when

the coast varies in scenery. In some places there

are endless prairies, in others dense forests or

swamps ; at rare intervals you see a cluster of In-

dian huts, where fishermen are mending their nets,

or the women dancing to the sounds of music.

Although 150 large rivers fall into the Amazon

there are only 11 which call for particular notice.

1. The Javary, which rises in the Peruvian An-

des and forms for 300 miles the boundary between

Brazil and Ecuador, as agreed in 1781 by the

Kings of Spain and Portugal. The inhabitants

are very savage, and it was proposed in June 1875

for Peru to cede this territory to the Mormons, in

order to facilitate trade between the Andes and

the Amazon, but public opinion in Lima energeti-

cally opposed the project.

2. The Purus, which rises also in the Andes,

near the holy city ofthe Sun (Cuzco), former capi-

tal of the Incas. The inhabitants are not so sa-

vage as those of the Javary ; they produce a large

quantity of Turtle-batter made from the eggs of

that animal, which are found in millions. Children

of these tribes are quite fair till 15 years, when

their skin suddenly turns dark, but without affect-

ing their health .

13*
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3. The Madeira, rising near La Paz in Bolivia,

separates that Republic from Matto Grosso, and

after a course of 1500 miles falls into the Amazon

near the island of Tupinambarana, which is 160

miles long. The first explorer seems to have been

Francisco Palheta, who called it Madera on ac-

count of its thick forests ; the Indian name was

Cayary. There are 12 cataracts, which prevent

navigation above 600 miles from the Amazon .

About 25,000 Tapuya Indians collect india-rubber

from the Borracha tree. It takes 46 days for their

canoes to descend from Matto Grosso to Parà, viz :

Days

-

Matto Grosso to Mamore confluence ...

Mamore to the Amazon ..

Down the Amazon to Pará..

20

16

2
9
9
1
9

-

10

46

The return voyage takes from 100 to 150 days,

according to the season . The canoes average 6

feet in width, carrying easily 30 tons of merchan-

dize. At each cataract they have to be unloaded

and dragged along the banks, sometimes for 600

yards. Col. Church's proposed railway of Madeira

and Mamore would have obviatedthe falls.

4. The Tapajos is formed of two streams, the

1
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Arinos and Jurueña, which have their origin in

the mountains of Matto Grosso. It was first ex-

plored in 1746 by Juan de Azevedo, and has a

course of 900 miles till it falls into the Amazon

at Santarem. The country it traverses is not so

fertile as that of the Madeira, but it is easier nav-

igated, having only two cataracts. There are sandy

tracts, relieved at intervals by mimosa, taquari and

other kinds of vegetation . The Arinos shews nume-

rous traces of gold . The Tapajos promises some

day an easy outlet for trade from Cuyabá, capital

of Matto Grosso, to the Amazon.

5. The Xingu has been insufficiently explored,

but seems to rise in the Sierra between Matto

Grosso and Goyaz, running 900 miles in almost a

straight line, through the country of the Boroto,

Guiapy and other Indian tribes. The Missionaries

report the banks teeming with fertility, and very

healthy ; there are two or three cataracts .

6. The Tocantius, formed of streams from the

Goyaz cordillera, has the remarkable cataract of

Tabocas. The Indians are uncivilized along its

banks, but of a peaceable disposition , and collect

a considerable quantity of india-rubber. Near the

town of Cameta the river Tocantins reaches six

miles in width ; it is not so deep as either the Ma-

deira or Tapajos . Travellers may halt at the vil

lages ofConde, Bayon, or Pederneira, or ascend in
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canoes to San Juan and Port Imperial in the pro-

vince ofGoyaz.

7. The Napo traverses 1,000 miles of Peruvian

territory before falling into the Amazon. It was

by this river that Pizarro's brother and his

companions came from Peru and discovered the

Amazon. Gonzalo Pizarro lett Quito (1541) with

300 Spaniards and 4,000 Indians ; he committed

awful atrocities on his march, causing Indian cap-

tives to be torn asunder by dogs, in order to infuse

terror along his route. After 18 months of suf

ferings he returned to Peru with a handfull of men,

all the rest having perished , except Orellana and 50

comrades, who descended the Amazon to the At

lantic, a painful voyage of 500 days.

8. The Hyapura comes from Popayan, New Gre-

nada, and has a course of 900 miles, being naviga-

ble about 500. There are 50 Indian tribes on its

banks, remains of people who escaped from the

savage Spanish conquerors, who sold them for

slaves. The lower part is swampy and unhealthy,

but the upper fertile and salubrious. In 1750 this

river was made the boundary between Brazil and

the Spanish possessions. The Muras are a very

Savage tribe. Besides the village of Maripé there

are missions of friars at San Matias and San

Juan.

9. The Rio Negro has its rise in the same moun-
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tains as the Hyapura, one of its affluents , the Cas-

siquiaré, communicating with the Orinoco. The

Indians go in 15 days in their canoes from the

Amazon to the Orinoco. The Rio Blanco falls into

the Negro, traversing the territory first called El

Dorado by the Spanish adventurers ; the inhabi-

tants occupy themselves in fishing and making

turtle-butter. The Negro is nearly 1,000 miles

long, of which 500 are navigable, but going higher

wemeet a succession of rapids for 200 miles. The

first explorer was Major Texeira in 1637. Missiona-

ries have at various times established themselves

here.

10. The Jamundá is famous as the river on

whose banks Orellana had to fight the female war-

riors from whom the Amazon derives its name.

Modern writers suppose that it was a tribe of beard-

less Indians whom he mistook for women, but the

Indians themselves speak of female tribes of war-

riors both on this river and the San Francisco.

11. The Trombetas rises not far from the Ja-

munda ; its banks are in some places thickly

wooded, but in general deadly pestilential to

Europeans, although inhabited by several wan-

dering groups of Indians who live by hunting .

The first six of the above rivers belong to the

right or southern bank of the Amazon, the latter

five to the left or northern bank.
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The Province of Upper Amazon comprises a ter-

ritory 6 times as large as France, namely all that

portion of Amazonia formerly known as San José

de Pará, with an area of 1,150,000 square miles and

a scanty population of 57,610 souls . It is the

largest in extent and least in population of the 20

provinces of Brazil. It is subdivided into four de-

partments, viz.- Manaos, Barcellos, Maues and So-

limoes.

Manaos includes all the territory north of the

Amazon, between the Yamunda river and the

Andes. The city of Manaos, capital of the Pro-

vince, and residence of the President, Legislature

and other chief authorities is a place of 6,000 inha-

bitants, about 3 leagues above the confluence of

the Negro and Amazon, in 3.30 S. Lat. , 81 leagues

from the mouth ofthe Jamundá. Here stood the

old Portuguese fort of San José, where a depot was

established in the 16th century for Indians cap-

tured in the woods to be sent down in slave-gangs.

A century later it was known as the village of

Barra do Rio Negro, where some white traders

dwelt along with Baniba, Manao and Boré Indians.

In 1836 the Legislature of Pará created it a city,

and restored the name of Manaos, from the origi-

nal Indian settlers. The steam navigation has

given it a great impetus. The houses are tasteful

and built of brick ; the streets and plaza well laid

out ; the public buildings including a church, Go-
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vernment house, town-hall, barrack, Government

cotton-mill, besides numerous shops, factories and

local industries. The city stands on a hill watered

by 3 streams, and the eye wanders pleasantly over

prairies, islands and wooded scenery. About one-

fourth of the inhabitants are whites, more than

4,000 being Indians and 500 slaves ; the Indians

are quite civilized, specially addicted to bathing,

and cleanly habits , the women remarkable for

grace and very stylish in their dress. The town-

folk speak Portuguese as well as the Indian

dialect. In winter, when the annual inundations.

take place, the city of Manaos is a scene of balls

and festivities . In summer, when the waters have

retired, the inhabitants devote themselves to mak-

ing turtle-butter, catching pirarucú fish, harpooning

river-cows, collecting medicinal drugs, bunting, or

cultivating patches of coffee, cocoa, cotton or

maize, They seldom eat meat

week, generally on Sundays. Viscount Maua has

contributed to lower the price of beef by carrying

it on his steamers at very low rates. Every Sun-

day 4 companies of militia, chiefly Indians, go

through drill after Mass, in the plaza. Europeans

often visit this city, and among recent settlers who

accumulated a fortune by persevering industry is an

Italian named Antoni, for 30 years the most skilful

pilot on the Amazon . Manaos, being 878 miles

more than once a



202 UPPER AMAZON

from Pará, is half-way to Tabatinga, the terminus

of Amazon steam-navigation and frontier-town on

the side of Peru. The department of Manaos also

includes Sylves, an Indian town of 4,000 inhabi-

tants on Lake Saracá, founded in 1663 by some

missionaries, which exports excellent tobacco, as

well as cocoa, coffee and india-rubber to Parà ;

Lake Saracá is famous for strange petrifactions ,

The town of Serpa is on an island at the mouth of

the Aniba river, and was likewise founded by

friars in 1759 ; the inhabitants are industrious, and

the Amazon steamers call here. An attempt to

establish a Chinese colony tailed ; some of the co-

lonists still work a saw-mill and tile factory.

Barcellos is a department of 10,000 inhabitants,

with a town of the same name, on the right bank

ofRio Negro, 500 miles above Jamuuda. It is just

under the Equator, counts 2,000 Indian inhabi-

tants, and was the residence of the Cacique Ca-

mandi, who at his mother's request gave it to the

Carmelite friars. In 1758 it was made capital of

the department of Rio Negro, of which dignity it

was deprived, in favor of Manaos in 1804. The

ruins ofthe Government House and other public

offices are surrounded by huts and cabins ; three

treaties of limits were signed here by Spanish and

Portuguese plenipotentiaries . Figuerredo, a poet

of much merit, was born here. Barcelos exports
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some rice, tobacco, coffee, turtle-butter, river -cow

meat and medicinal drugs. The river-cow is an

amphibious animal, sometimes 17 feet long and 24

feet thick, with a head like a cow and a hide like a

rhinoceros ; the Indians are very dexterous in har-

pooning it, and the flesh is eaten like beef, fresh,

smoked or salted . Turtle-butter is made of turtle

eggs, which are found in the sand, fin millions ,

during the months of September and October. The

Indians are also very expert in killing boa- con-

strictors after the latter have had a meal ; the boas

are 25 feet long and as thick as a 24-pounder piece

of artillery ; they can seize a bull and strangle him

in their embrace, and have often been known to eat

two pigs and a goat at one meal, but during the

process ofdigestion it is easy to kill them.

Maues lies between the Tapajos and Madeira,

south of the Amazon, and was formerly called

Lusea. The town of the same name is on an af-

fluent of the Madeira ; it was founded, of Maues

Indians, in 1798 by the Viceroy Arcos. The inha-

bitants are well-disposed , but the place was taken

and re-taken in the war of 1838. It possesses a

church and school. The exports are cocoa, cotton,

tobacco and coffee.

Solimoes department extends from the Javary

to the Purus ; very little of it has been explored

except close to the Amazon banks. Numerous
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rivers from the Peruvian Andes traverse it on

their way to the Amazon ; nevertheless the cli-

mate is supposed healthy as this region was for-

merly inhabited by 60 Indian tribes, mostly very

savage, such as the Mura, Juma, Cambeba, and

the Maioru cannibals. Teffé is the only centre of

population, with 1200 inhabitants, church and

school ; situate 5 miles above the confluence of the

river Teffé with the Amazon, and distant about

350 miles from Manaos, or 1200 from Pará. It was

one of the 7 missions founded by F. Samuel Fritz

some 250 years ago. Two conferences about limits

were held here in the 18th century by the Portu-

guese and Spanish envoys. The surrounding forests

are almost impenetrable. The Achuary, Cocuruna,

Solimo, Tauna and other Indian tribes subsist on

fish and turtle butter ; they collect india-rubber

and cultivate small patches of cotton, coffee and

tobacco.

The Province of Amazonas possesses inexhausti-

ble wealth of the vegetable kingdom, and is also

supposed to be rich in minerals. A Frenchman

named Lasalle, claims to have discovered coal in 3

places on the left bank of Lake Sucury, 20 miles

from the Trombetas. The Indians are gradually

conforming to civilized life ; some ofthem are re-

markably athletic, especially the Tapuyas, who

earn often two gold dollars a day per man, loading
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vessels at Manaos. The military force of the prov-

ince consists of 3,000 militia, at Forts Obidos and

Tabatinga, as well as at Manaos and other places .

The Amazon Navigation Co. was founded by

Baron Maua in 1852 ; the first steamers were built

by Messrs. Laird of Birkenhead. The trade re-

turns of 1856 were double those previous to the

introduction of steamers, and now the commerce

increases in a surprising degree. The steamers

from Pará take 38 days to ascend the Amazon, as

follows-

Miles. •
Days

Pará to Gurupá ... 269

Gurupá to Santarem .. 205

16
Santarem to Villa Bella .. 163

Villa Bella to Manaos ... 241

878

Manaos to Teffé ..

Teffé to Tonantins .

352

304

22Tonantins to Tabatinga.. 200

Tabatinga to Nauta .. 288

' Nauta to Yurimanguas .... 384

1528

Total 2,406 miles in 38 days.

Two newspapers are published at Manaos.

It is very remarkable that some of the timber
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growing along the Amazon is of such specific gra-

vity that if thrown into the water it will sink,

while there is a kind of stone so light that it floats

down the river, apparently coming from the vol-

canoes of the Andes, as it is a description of pu-

mice stone.

Among the most valuable woods are ; the Co-

paibeira, from which comes the well-known medi-

cine of Copaiba oil ; the Genipa, whose fruit is

used for the cure of hernias; the Itanba, rose-wood,

bow-wood and other classes for upholstery ; and

the colossal Massaranduba or Milk-tree which grows

to 100 ft. in height and 10 ft. around the trunk. On

cutting the bark of the last-named is obtained a

white sap used for milk, tea or coffee ; it is very

nutritive, much used in medicine as an analeptic

or for poultices ; the sap congeals in 24 hours, still

remaining white, and obtains the same elasticity as

india-rubber. The Supucarga produces a fruit from

whose kernels a valuable preparation is made for

remedy of chest disorders. Cedars grow 100 feet

high and 18 feet around the trunk, giving admi-

rable timber for building purposes. The Muratinga

yields a sap which cures rheumatism or swellings;

the Tamaquary an oil which is a specific against

scurvy ; and the Guayinguba oil is said by the In-

dian women to have a prolific effect.
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XXV.

GOYAZ.

This is a central province, area 453,040 square

miles, being halfthe size of Matto Grosso and twice

as large as France, with a scanty population of

160,395, including 10,000 slaves. The surface is

mountainous and intersected by numerous rivers ,

near which the soil is remarkably fruitful. The

chief productions are tobacco, sugar, cotton, tim-

ber, and cattle. Goyaz, the capital, where the

President and Legislature reside, is a town of

7,000 inhabitants ; it was anciently called Villa
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Boa, and stands on Rio Vermelho, about 700 miles

N.W. of Rio Janeyro. The Capuchins have 4

missions tor the conversion of Indians ; at San

Jose de Jamimbù there is a reduction of Caraja

and Chavantes tribes ; another of the Chambioá

tribe on the Araguaya river at Gorgulho ; a third

at Rio Somno, and a fourth at Ibiapama.

The city of Goyaz is the residence of a Bishop

since 1825 and has 6 churches ; the palace of the

President, Treasury, Town-hall , Lyceum and Le-

gislative Chamber are also fine buildings. There

is a trade in tobacco with Matto Grosso and Rio

Janeyro, this being considered the finest tobacco

grown in South America. Caravans of mules keep

up constant traffic with the metropolis, the dis-

tance being about 700 miles, through a country

more or less inhabited. Communication with Matto

Grosso is more difficult, the journey from Goyaz to

Cuyabá being over 400 miles, almost entirely

woods and savage country, infested by Coroados

and other deadly tribes of Indians ; the traveller

has to take 20 days provisions for himself and

his mules.

This province was first explored by Manuel Cor-

rea, a Paulista, who returned to Sorocaba with

some ounces of gold dust. A few years later, in

1607, Bartolo Bueno found gold on the spot where

Goyaz city now stands, but the discovery did not
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attract many adventurers till 1720, when Bueno's

son renewed the enterprise, following the traces of

Manuel Correa, as far as the Rio Vermelho, where

he found gold in the possession of the Indians .

Having terrified these by burning some spirits on a

plate and threatening so to treat their lakes and

rivers, he induced them to discover to him whence

they procured the gold, and to aid him in its collec-

tion. He thus obtained a considerable amount ;

and seizing a great many of his labourers, return-

ed in triumph to San Paulo. In 1722, his son was

charged by the Governor of San Paulo with an

expedition to visit these mines, and to procure gold

and emeralds ; but he returned home disheartened

after three years' travel. The same Governor, how-

ever, encouraged him to a new attempt, and in

1725, after several months' march he was recognis-

ed by two Indians of great age, and conducted to

the lost mines, where he collected a very large

quantity of gold, and after establishing several

small towns returned to San Paulo with 8,000

oitavas of gold, upon which he received the ap-

pointment of capitao mor of the district. In 1749,

the first diamonds were found at the rivers Claro

and Piloes. In 1773, the Tocantins was navigated

to Parà. Theprovince possesses but few forests , and

timber is not abundant, except on the banks of the

Corumba, and where the great virgin forest of Mat-

13
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to Grosso lies between Meia Ponte and the city

ofGoyaz ; the rest of the surface being covered, in

a great measure, with brush, which gives shelter to

deer, boars, ounces, and other animals ofthe chase.

Goyaz was formed into a separate province from

San Paulo in 1749, under Count'd'Arcos, and made

into a diocese by Pope Leo XII in 1827 : the first

two bishops did not reach Goyaz, but died on the

way, and two others who were named refused the

mitre.

The climate is dry, the rainy season being trom

October to April. The country is mostly virgin

forest, but the plains are suitable for fattening cat-

tle. Some of the rivers fall into the Amazon water-

shed, others are tributaries to the Rio de la Plata.

No railways have yet been projected . The Pro-

vincial revenue is £46,000, of which £14,000 is de-

voted to 95 schools, attended by 2,602 children .

Goyaz no longer produces much gold or precious

stones, but carries on considerable trade in horned

cattle, exporting over 100,000 head annually, from

its 2,000 cattle-farms. Official registers shew that

the Portuguese extracted over 200 tons gold dust

from Goyaz up to the year 1800. At present

the annual yield averages only 5,000 oitavas

this is either because the mines are nearly

exhausted or on account of the difficulty in reach-

ing the precious metal.
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Water-communication exists with Pará by the

river Tocantins, navigable for vessels of 40 tons

drawing 3 feet of water : about 30 such vessels ace

in constant traffic. The distance to Parà is ovez

1500 miles- Pres. Magalhaes has written a works

shewing that the Araguaya is easier navigate

steamers can ascend from Pará to Jurupencem

only 60 miles from the city of Goyaz, a length of

1600 miles. Another writer on this province i

Dr. Padua Fleury.

Trade with Para represents £20.000 worth

annual exports by canoes or flats descending the

Tocantins and Araguaya, which bring down more

than 40,000 hides, and return laden with iron and

other heavy goods, salt, &c .

There are about 25,000 Indians, some of whom

are very fierce, while others are settled and apply

themselves to agriculture and grazing. The re

presentation is one senator and two deputies to the

Imperial Assembly ; and 22 deputies to the Pro

vincial Chamber. The military force consists

of about 300 soldiers in garrisons, and 13,000

National Guards.

The city of Goyaz is connected by roads with the

chief rivers and towns, and with Cuyaba, Minas

Geraes, Maranhao and Para. Boats also carry on

a trade on the Paranahiba, Pardo, and Parana

with the south.

14*
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On the banks ofthe Araguaya the cotton-plant

grows in a form unknown to the world. The cattle

are always fat ; for in dry seasons they have the

borders of the rivers with a grass whose stalk is

almostthe size of cane, and which, yielding seeds

like rice, gives a food that is highly fattening .

On the margins of lakes are immense plains for

hundreds of miles, where herds of cattle blend at

times with deer, antelopes, hogs, capivaras, jabu-

rus, ducks, and colheireiros with rose-coloured plu-

mage. Pedro Affonso, a little town about 200

leagues north of Goyaz, has several settlements of

Indians. One of the tribes , the Guayajaras, lately

immigrated from Maranhan having made conti-

nuous depredations on the tribe of the Chavantes,

who apply themselves, to agriculture and cattle-

rearing ; these armed themselves, and almost ex

terminated the Guayajaras on the 13th of July,

1864, destroying even the women and infants . The

Indians ofthe Araguaya have an animated aspect ;

their skin is smooth and shining.

If the Araguaya can be regularly navigated the

carriage of a ton will not cost more than 80$f. to

Fara for coffee, cotton, sugar, rum, tobacco, dried

beef, hides, leather, wheat &c. which, so far, are

produced in the province almost exclusively for

consumption.

About 100 miles eastward of Goyaz city is the
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flourishing town of Meya-ponte, centre of an agri-

caltural district, whose inhabitants also manu-

facture cottons and woollens. The ruined village

of Pilar is on the site of rich gold mines now aban

doned.

!
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OF PARANA

XXVI.

PROVINCE OF PARANA.

Parana is midway between San Paulo and Rio

Grande do Sul, extending from the shores of the

Atlantic to the borders of Paraguay. Its extent

s greater than that of Great Britain and Ireland

W the aggregate, and the climate is not too severe

for Europeans, the situation being from about 23 to

26 degrees of south latitude.

The principal seaport is Parnaguá, 36 hours by

steamer from Rio Janeyro. A few miles inland is

the town of Curitiba, from which starts Maua's pro-

jected railway to Matto Grosso. The surveys have
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recently been completed by Mr. W. Lloyd, after

three years of toilsome explorations in the virgin

forests. The line will be exactly 1,000 miles long,

ofwhich 530 will be by narrow-gauge (40-inch) rail-

way, and 470 by steamboat, viz.—

Miles.

I. Curitiba to Theresa, rail...... 188

II. Theresa to Coroados, do ...... 175

III. River Ivahy, by steamer ...... 166

IV. Parana and Ivinheima, do.... 163

V, Rio Brilhante, do .....

VI. Sete Voltas to Miranda, rail ... 168

140

1000

Mr. Lloyd says that although the origiginal esti-

mates are put down at 10 inillions sterling the line

can be made for 7 millions by some slight altera-

tions. When completed it will place Paraguay

within 5 days of Rio Janeyro, and bring Chuqui-

saca within 12 days. The line reaches an elevation

of 3,000 feet, crossing the Serrinha dos Capados,

and about 500 feet higher traversing the Serra de

Ribeira. Mr. Lloyd wished to measure the body

of water ofthe Parana at Salto de Guayra, said to

exceed that of all the rivers of Europe collectively

(see Revy), but was unable to reach that point.
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The falls of Sete Quedas are indicated by him as a

place that one day must be of wonderful import-

ance ; 7 rivers converge here, navigable for 1300

miles, and Maua's railway will connect it with the

Atlantic.

24

Curitiba, capital of the Province, stands 3,000

feet above sea-level , and shews an equable climate.

Mr. Brand kept a register of Fahrenheit in 1872,

from which we find the extremes were, in July,

and 78, and in December 53 and 98 ; it did not ex-

ceed the last figure during the year. The interior

is very healthy, and the engineers compare it to

Italy. Diamonds are found in Rio Papagayos, aud

gold near Curitiba ; the Portuguese used to ex-

port gold largely from Parnagua. The Serra de

Prata contains silver, and the works of the Jesuit

copper mines are still seen at Ivahy. Iron abounds

everywhere, especially near Paruagua ; coal is

found at Ponta Grossa and other places. Forests

of araucaria cover 400 square miles. Mr. Lloyd

found trees measuring 20 feet around the trunk

and 150 in height. The rivers abound in fish, the

same gentleman having caught a dourado ' that

weighed nearly 90 lbs. Game is no less plentiful.

The soil is so fertile that wheat gives often 40-

fold, among the German colonies near Curitiba;

potatoes also do well. Maize yields 100 for one,

beans 200 for one ; coffee, sugar, cotton, rice and

44
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mandioca thrive no less wonderfully. The chief

staple, however, is Yerba-máte, the export of which

in 1872 reached 16,400 tons, worth over £400,000

sterling.

Parnagua is a port showing 500,000 tons per an-

num between entries and departures. It is built

on a lovely bay and counts 7,500 inhabitants. The

city of Curitiba, 60 miles inland, has 12,000 souls,

and boasts clubs, libraries, schools, Catholic and

Protestant churches and cemeteries, German col;

lege and other institutions. There are four news-

papers in the Province.

There are 10 flourishing colonies, as follows--

Rocio de Curitiba, counting 1653 Dutch, Danes,

Swiss &c., who raise all kinds of market produce

for the capital.

Assungey, 1345 Germans &c. , stands 1,000 feet

over sea-level, in the Iguassu valley, about 60 miles

from Curitiba. There are Catholic and Protestant

chapels.

Theresa, founded in 1847 by the Belgian Dr.

Faivre, stands on the Alto Ivahy, in fertile plains

of coffee, sugar, rice, cotton, tobacco &c. with 600

inhabitants . It is on the Maua Matto Grosso rail-

way line.

Superaguy, founded by a Swiss on the borders of

Parnagua bay, does a brisk business in coffee and

lumber, as also raising oysters for Buenos Ayres.
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Argelina, adjoining the capital, consists ofFrench

farmers from Algiers.

San Venancio and Abrauches, also adjoining

Curitiba ; the second has 55 industrious Polish

settlers.

Allesandra, founded by Sig. Tripoti (formerly of

the Gran Chaco) , is near Parnagua, and raises

coffee and sugar.

Euphrasina, founded by Parnagua merchants,

consists of market gardeners and coffee-planters.

Santa Candida, founded in 1875 by Dr. Luis, is 4

miles from Curitiba and already counts 300 colo-

nists- Each farm lot is 400 x 400 varas, say 30

acres English ; producing fruits, vegetables &c.

In June 1874 the Government signed a contract

with Sr. Pinto Junior, who engages to introduce

100,000 colonists.
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XXVII.

PROVINCE OF SAN PAULO..

This most interesting portion of the Brazilian

Empire is fully described in a pamphlet recently

published at Rio Janeyro by Senator Godoy. No

other province of Brazil commands so much in-

terest for Englishmen, seeing the amount of Eng-

lish capital employed here in railways, banks,

coffee-plantations, and other enterprises.

San Paulo is nearly as large as France, having an

area of 169,050 square miles ; it is bounded on the

north by Minas Geraes, east by Rio Janeyro, south
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by the Atlantic, and west by Goyaz. Being si-

tuated between 20 and 25 degrees of latitude, one

half is within the tropics, the other in the tempe-

rate zone. It is traversed in all directions by

mountains and rivers. Serra do Mar divides the

province, its highest peak, Cubaton, reaching an

elevation of 2,700 feet ; there is also the Serra Man-

tiqueira, whose highest point is 3,500 feet over sea-

level.

Among the principal rivers are, the Parahyba,

Tiete, and Rio Grande. The first-named receives

43 tributaries in its course of 450 miles to the sea,

two-thirds of the length being through the province

of Rio Janeyro. It is navigable from Jacareby to

Caxoeira, 194 miles, and waters the most fertile

valley in the whole empire. In 1874 the products

exported from Parahyba valley exceeded 40,000

tons weight. Rio Tiete has an inland course of

750 miles and receives over one hundred tributaries,

which water numerous colouies and plantations of

German, English, French and other foreign set-

tlers. One of these tributaries in the Ypiranga,

famous as the site of the declaration of Brazilian

Independence, 7th Sept. 1822. Besides the Rio

Grande, which counts 45 affluents, there are many

other important water-courses. The province is

said to possess no tewer than 442 rivers.

1

1

The coast- line on the Atlantic is 300 miles long,
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the principal ports being Santos, San Sebastian,

Villa Bella, Ubatuba, Iguape and Cananea. The

trade of the province increased five-fold in 10 years,

from 1864 to 1874, as shewn by the official returns .

1864 . 1874.

Export duties .... £22,420 £130,020

Customs rev ..... 89,620 410,340

This extraordinary development is mainly due to

the opening of railways (in 1867) , which now do an

immense traffic in the carriage of cotton, coffee and

other products ; these having doubled in 7 years ,

as appears from the value of exports, viz.-

Cotton ..

Coffee

1865. 1872.

£ 114,000 £550,000

790,000 1,240,000

Total exports .... 1,050,000 2,070,000

Notwithstanding heavy export duties (13 per

cent ad valorem on coffee and cotton) the trade is

increasing very rapidly, the value of exports in 1874

being put down at £3,140,000, say 10 per cent

more than the value of imports . As Brazil pro-

duces 3-fifths ofthe coffee-crop of the world, and as

prices have lately risen 80 per cent owing to a

great increase of consumption in foreign countries ,

the duties on this article are not so severely felt ;

but they weigh most disastrously on cotton. The
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export duties consist of 9 per cent. for the Imperial

revenue, and 4 per cent for the Provincial Govern-

ment of San Paulo.

The Provincial Budget shews income over ex-

penditure ; the figures for 1874 were—

Income..

Expenditure.....

£ 2,040,000

1,630,000

The estimates for the current year exceed £31

millions sterling- The public debt of the province

is trifling, never amounting to £100,000, and as the

railways yield more than the guarantee of 7 p.g

they cause no burthen to the exchequer.

Santos is one of the chief seaports of Brazil : it

is a small, well-built town of 10,000 inhabitants

including 1320 foreigners. The port is defended by

3 fortresses, Barra-Grande, Bertioga and Fort

Augusto, besides which there is an arsenal aud

military school. There are 3 newspapers, 3 banks,

3 colleges, and 3 lines of ocean steamers. Some of

the churches and convents are fine buildings, as

also the custom-house, hospital, prison , barrack

and schools, The Government allows subsidies to

the Institute, the German and St. Theresa colleges.

There are 14 foreign Consulates for the different

nationalities that compose the trade and population

of the city. The English consul is Mr. Dundas,

whose predecessor Captain Burton explored the

interior of Brazil in 1867. Steamers arrive almost
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weekly from Liverpool, Hamburg or other foreign

ports, besides the coasting lines which maintain

constant traffic with Rio Janeyro, Santa Catalina,

Parnaguá and Rio Grande do Sul. The amount of

exchange passed on Europe exceeds £600,000 per

annum. The exports in 1874 comprised 518,000 sacks

coffee and 154,000 bales cotton. The port returns

consisted of 188 steamers and 219 sailing vessels,

two-fifths ocean traffic, three-fifths coasters. Santos

is the residence of judicial and ecclesiastical autho-

rities, subsidiary to those of San Paulo city. The

hospital is the oldest in the province, having

been founded in 1543, and possessing an éndow-

ment of £8,300 per annum : last year it admitted

229 patients . The district of Santos counts 14,000

souls, including the suburbs of Intanhaem and

San Vicente. The latter was the earliest settle-

ment madeby the Portuguese in this quarter, being

founded by Martin Affonso in 1532. The first

settlers were well received by the Tupy and Carijo

tribes, owing to the friendly offices of Juan Ramal-

lo, a run-away sailor of some previous expedition ,

who had married the daughter of the Cacique Te-

beriza. This cacique afterwards died defending

the Christian settlers, on Christmas-day 1562,

against the savage tribes. There is no monument

to his memory. The city of Santos was founded

by Nobrega, the superior of the Jesuits, in 1553.
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An English buccaneer named Edward Fenton made

a descent here with two armed vessels in 1582,

but was successfully repulsed. The place was,

however, sacked the following year by Thomas

Cavendish, and this caused the seat of Government

to be moved to San Paulo , 40 miles inland. The

old settlement of San Vicente is now in ruins and

has barely 600 inhabitants.

San Paulo city is the capital, where reside the

Government, Legislature, Bishop and other princi-

pal authorities. It is about 2 hours journey by rail

from Santos, and the centre of 3 important lines of

railway. The population exceeds 25,000 souls ; the

public buildings comprise a cathedral, 5 convents

now used as schools and parish churches ; 3 Pro-

testant chapels , namely English, Scotch and Ger-

man; a fine hospital, barracks, gas-works, railway

stations, orphanage of Sisters of St. Joseph, 4

banks, 4 printing-offices, 3 public libraries, lunatic

asylum , prison, penitentiary, Athenaeum, German

club, Casino &c. There are also tramways, bota.

nical garden, musical societies, model school ,

German and American seminaries, 4 newspapers,

steam saw-mills, cotton-factory, breweries, distille.

ries, cigar-factories, foundries and other industries .

The suburbs are studded with elegant country-

houses and luxuriant plantations, stretching away

to the head-waters of the Tiete : this valley pro
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duces corn, cotton and wine in large quantities. The

district, including the suburbs of Santo Amaro,

San Bernardo, Juquery &c. counts altogether 67,000

inhabitants, including a number of Germans and

other foreigners, and 3,400 slaves. The principal

public library has 10,000 volumes. San Paulo is

remarkable for the number of its schools, some

supported by the State. The diocese includes the

whole province, which is divided into 144 parishes

the Legislature gives a subsidy of £16,000 to the

Bishop and clergy. San Paulo is also the seat of

the military Commander, who has 60,000 National

Guards spread over the Province, besides two re-

giments of the Line for garrison duty. The pro-

vince has its own local Legislature of 36 members,

and also sends 4 Senators and 9 Deputies to the

Imperial Chambers at Rio Janeyro. There are 508

public schools in the province, attended by 11,070

children .

The province is divided into 30 departments, the

principal being as follows-

San Paulo..

Santos...

Campinas

Tabauté..

Braganza.

Lorena .

Rio Claro .

Pop.

67,300

14,200

52,400

59 300

41,000

45,200

48,000

14
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The total population reaches 1,012,000 souls , of

which 171,000 are slaves,

There are 8 lines of railway in actual traffic or

course of construction, viz-

San Paulo line, from Santos to Jundiahy, 90

miles, built by an English company, cost £3 millions

sterling, was opened to traffic in 1867, and pays

dividends of 8 per cent. The first section connects

Santos with San Paulo and is a triumph of en-

gineering at one place the grade is so steep that

a permanent engine with endless chain is used to

draw up the train. Gauge 5 feet.

2. Paulista railway, from Jundiahy to Campinas,

30 miles, built by a native company, cost £550,000,

opened to traffic in 1872. This line is being con

tinued to Rio Claro, 56 miles, at a further cost of

£550,000. It has a 7 per cent. guarantee for 90

years from the Provincial Government on the whole

capital. Gauge 5 feet. This line is a feeder to

the San Paulo line.

3. Ituana line, from Jundiahy to Itu , one metre

gauge, 42 miles, was opened to traffic in 1873 , with

provincial guarantee as above on an outlay of

£270,000 sterling. The company is native, and a

branch-line of 55 miles is being constructed to Con-

stitucion.

4. Sorocaba line, from San Paulo to Ipanema,

was opened to Sorocaba iron mines in 1875, a
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length of 75 miles, with provincial guarantee on a

cost of £650,000 ; local capital. The Sorocaba

mines yield 80 per cent pure iron .

5. Cachoeira railway, built by the State, 30

miles, 5 foot gauge, from Cachoeira to Salto. This

line is to meet the Pedro Segundo line and thus

connect Rio Janeyro with San Paulo.

6. San Paulo and Cachoeira, not yet finished, wil 1

be 140 miles long and has a state guarantee on a

capital of £1,100,000. The gauge is only 1 metre,

and at Cachoeira it will change to the the wide

gauge of the Pedro Segundo. The company is

Brazilian,and the object, like that of the preceding

line, is to connect with Rio Janeyro.

7. Mogyana line, from Campinas to Amparo, 60

miles, has just been completed at a cost of £330,000 ,

one metre gauge, with provincial guarantee of 7

per cent for 90 years : native company.

8. Rezende and Areas, metre gauge, 40 miles ,

has a provincial guarantee of 7 per cent for 50

years on £240,000 capital, besides a grant of £150

per mile from the Imperial Government. The

company is Brazilian.

There are also 5 lines projected, but not yet

commenced, all one metre gauge..

1. Jundiahy to Braganza, 55 miles, has a provin-

cial guarantee on £200,000 capital.
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2. San Luis to Ubatuba, 45 miles, guarantee on

£270,000.

3. Mogyana line, 50 miles, guarantee on £270,000.

4. Jundiaby to Belem, 20 miles, guarantee on

£85,000.

5. Rio Claro to Paranabybá, 420 miles, to be

made by the Imperial Government : surveys com-

completed on 130 miles .

Besides the various land lines of telegraph there

is communication by cable between Santos and the

various ports of Brazil and Europe.

Cotton factories are largely worked at San Paulo ,

Itú, Sorocaba, Jundiahy, San Luiz and Indayatuba.

One ofthe most important industries in the coun-

try is the iron-works of Sorocaba, which were first

worked 250 years ago, revived in 1811 by a

Swedish engineer, abandoned some years later, and

finally put on a proper footing in 1865, when the

best machinery was obtained from Europe : the

actual number of hands employed is about 120, who

turn out 3 tons of iron daily. A bed of coal has

been discovered close at hand.

This province does not progress like Rio Grande

in colonization. The first German colonists were

a batch of 926 settlers brought out in 1828. The

London and Brazilian Bank brought out 500 Ger-

man colonists in 1873 for its coffee-plantation at An-

gelica. There is also a state-colony at Cananea of

400 English and Swiss settlers .
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XXVIII.

SANTA CATHARINA

The paradise of Brazil, is situate nearly midway

between Rio Janeyro and the mouth of the River

Plate. The province comprises not only the island

but also a large section of terra-firma. Travellers

and painters have gone into ecstacies over the is-

land of St. Catherine's, yet by a strange contra-

diction the natives have given it the name of Des

terro or banishment,' by which the capital is still

known. All the charms of Calypso's isle are here

heightened a hundred-told by the glowing vege.

tation , clear blue sky, and bright Atlantic waves

that surround the island , which is supposed at

some remote period to have been detached from the .

mainland by the action of current. It is 30 miles

long and 8 wide, and was for some years the haunt

of freebooters and buccaneers, but is now the

peaceful abode of fishermen and invalids, for it en-

joys a sanitary reputation equal to Madeira. Coral

snakes are still met with among the orange and

lemon groves, where thousands of humming-birds

4
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display the brightest tints of plumage. The air is

redolent of flowers, and the eye everywhere reposes

on the fruits or vegetation of perpetual summer.

Living is very cheap, and the inhabitants are most

friendly to foreigners.

Desterro is one day by steamer from Rio Ja-

neyro, and the traveller will find Conceicao's

steamers or Lamport and Holt's line offer every ac-

commodation, plying fortnightly up and down the

coast from Rio Janeyro to the River Plate. Des-

terro has a good harbor, the strait being 600 yards

across to the mainland, with depth ofwater from 35

to 120 feet. The city is built on a promontory ; the

harbor is well fortified, and large enough for the

whole military and commercial navy of the empire.

The town is traversed by 3 streams, and has 6,000

inhabitants, churches, schools, Government-house,

printing-office, library and custom -house. It ex-

ports the best coffee in Brazil, also artificial flowers

made of beetles' wings or of feathers , fish scales &c .

The province counts 159,802 population , includ-

ing its part of the mainland, the total area being

44,960 square miles. Provincial revenue £77,000,

of which £19,000 goes to maintain 134 schools at-

tended by 5,214 children . The imperial Government

proposes to construct a railway from the point

of mainland facing the capital, Desterro, to the

city of Rio Grande do Sul, a distance of 240 miles.
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This province is one ofthe best suited for Euro-

peans, and contains some thriving colonies of Ger-

man, Swiss and French settlers, of which full par-

ticulars are given in the anuexed report upon the

Colonies of Rio Grande.

Santa Catalina was part of the lands ceded to

Martin Alfonso, but John IV . afterwards gave it for

a settlement to Diaz Velho, who was killed by Eng-

lish buccaneers in 1654. A colony was at last in-

troduced from the Azores Islands in 1738 under Col.

Silva Paes. The place was seized by the Spaniards

in 1777, but they consented to evacuate it the fol-

lowing year.

The Serra do Mar traverses the province, the

peaks of Cambireta and Bahul being landmarks to

navigators. There are 10 rivers between the Serra

and the seaboard , most of which, such as the Ita-

jahy and Biquassú, are navigable many miles ;

there are also the Iguassu and 4 others beyond

the Serra, which debouch in the Paraná. The only

lake of any note is the Laguna, 15 miles long.

The island of San Francisco, about 20 miles long

by 10 in width , is not wooded like Santa Catalina ,

but covered with well-cultivated farms. The port

of San Francisco, on the western side, is well si-

tuated for trade, and exports a great quantity of

rice, vegetables, mandioca and lumber to Rio Ja

neyro direct.
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As the soil and climate are so favorable it would

be easy to produce much larger quantities of sugar,

coffee, cotton, maize, mandioca and rice. The

forests are rich in timber and dye-woods. Coal is

found, and there are various mineral waters. Po-

pulation 159,802, of which number 14,904 are

slaves.

Laguna is a well-built town on the lake of that

name, and exports to Rio Janeyro the same pro

ducts as San Francisco, besides salt-fish.

San José is a town on the mainland in front of

the capital of the Province, and much frequented

by muleteers and cattle-drivers from the interior.

Lages is a place of more importance, on the Serra

do Mar, centre ofa lucrative trade between the pro-

vinces of Parana and Rio Grande do Sul. In 1875

the Legislature voted £6,660 to make a high-road

from Lages to San Jose.

Various attempts have been made to discover

the silver mines of this province, so often men-

tioned by ancients, but without success. Iron and

coal abound in the banks of certain rivers.
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JOURNEY TO MATTO GROSSO

I.

FROM B. AYRES TO TRES BOCAS

From Buenos Ayres to the capital of Matto

Grosso is nearly 2,400 miles, and the journey has

seldom been madeby Europeaus. The first steamer,

which ascended to Cuyabá was the Corza, Captain

David Brnce, in 1856. Subsequently there was the

U. 8. exploring steamer Alpha, of Capt. Pages

surveying expedition in 1859. Captain Bossi fol

lowed in 1862, when he vainly attempted to cross

the intervening country and descend the Amazon,

being forced to desist by a mutiny among the In

dians who accompanied him. Nevertheless, we
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know that it is quite possible to cross from Cuyabṛ

to the river Tapajos, and descend in a canoe to the

Amazon, which the Indians compute a journey of

33 days.

Monthly steamers of the line formerly called

Conceicao's, and now Compañia Brazileira de Na-

vegacion, keep up an admirable mail-service be-

tween M.Video and Cuyaba, in combination with

another line of the same owners between Rio Ja-

neyro and M.Video. This Company receives an

Imperial subsidy, and has recently constructed in

Glasgow two fine steamers, called the Rio Janeyro

and Rio Grande. The best steamers actually on

the Cuyabá route are the Cuyabá and Itajahy.

The voyage from B. Ayres to Tres Bocas, the

confluence of the Paraguay and Parana, is otten

made in three days, but it has taken us much

longer, as our steamer Jaurù got aground abreast

of Riachuelo. We called at the usual ports, Ro-

sario, Parana, La Paz, Esquina, Goya and Cor-

rientes, staying only an hour at each ; and passed

numerous vessels laden with oranges going down-

stream.

Our passengers number about a dozen first-class.

Thewife of His Excellency the President of Matto

Grosso is en route from Rio Janeyro to rejoin her

husband at Cuyabá. A military officer is goingto

Cerrito to take an inventory previous to handing
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over the island to the Argentines. A young Eng-

lishman named Morris isson of the lateParaguayan

Vice-Admiral. A Rio Grandense cattle-dealer tells

exciting tales of his adventures with Indians in

crossing overland from Matto Grosso to Goyaz and

Rio Janeyro. There are also two or three other

Brazilians ; one is a doctor bound for Corumba, an-

other a merchant,who will have togo in a canoe 300

miles up countryfrom Corumba beyond Villa Bella.

The ship's carpenter is an intelligent Englishman

named MacIntyre, who gives me much information

about Paraguay and Matto Grosso.

Captain Costa is a very pleasant commander,

and his ship a model of neatness and comfort ; like

so many of his countrymen, he is an accomplished

linguist, and speaks French, English, and Spaniste

fluently. The cabins areroomy, the saloon airy, the

attendance and cuisine faultless. The discipline

on board reminds one of a war-vessel.

The steamers make the round trip from Monte-

video to Cuyaba and back in 33 days. In oldeu

times passengers had to make half the voyage in

canoes, and trustto the chase for food, monkeys and

parrots being best, although many people cannot

bear to eat monkeys as they cry like a baby when

being killed, and their flesh is like human, Capt.

Villey in his trip last year overland from Bahia

Negra to Bolivia had to subsist for some weeks on
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snakes. If the spiders were not venemous th

would furnish agood dish ; an Englishman recen

deceased in Buenos Ayres asserted upon his hon

that he had seen a spider go off with a dinner- fo

sticking in him. At present, however,these steame

are as luxuriously maintained as the best hotels i

Buenos Ayres.

"

"There is nothing notable in the way of scener

in the interval of 700 miles from Buenos Ayres t

Corrientes, which latter port we left to-day. Now

we are about to leave the Paraná and enter the Pa

raguay; as we ascend farther from the ocean the

vastness of these rivers impresses itself more upon

our mind.

The Paraná is certainly one of the noblest rivers

in the world ; Revy and others tell us that its vo-

lane of water is greater than that of all the rivers

of Europe in the aggregate ; Revy computes a mil-

lion tons of waterper minute at thefalls of Guayra,

and says that at Corrientes the Paraná drains a

basin of 500,000 square miles, losing afterwards by

evaporation more than it gains by several large

tributaries. The South Atlantic tidal wave ascends

the Parana 100 miles, twice every 24 hours. Mr.

Revy says the Uruguay cannot be compared with

the Paraná, although the sectional area of the

former, at Salto, often reaches 71,000, and some-

times even 126,000 square feet. Beside these mag-

2
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nificent rivers what are the Danube, Volga, Tagus,

Loire or Shannon, but mill -streams?

.1

On our left is Cerrito Island, about which Bra-

zil and the Argentine Republic were so near going

to war. It commands the mouths both of the Pa-

raguay and Upper Paraná, and we see the Argen-

tine flag now floating fromthe Comandancia. The

Brazilians handed the place over a fortnight ago

to the Argentines, but most of the inhabitants are

leaving or have already left, some for Filar, others

for Curumbá. A woodenmoleleads up to a group

of hats, some very neatly finished ; behind the

slope is a larger group, including the chapel, hos-

pital, &c., built by the Brazilians, who had a

naval arsenal here from 1865 till recently. The

island seems of great extent and high near the

river, but I believe much ofthe interior is swampy:

it was always held by Paraguay before the unlucky

war of 1865, and Lopez kept a picquet here as

well as at Itapirà. On some maps it is marked

Atajo. The recent treaty with Paraguay and Bra-

zil definitely makes this island Argentine. Several

crosses along the bank indicate the graves of some

officers of rank who fell here, almost before the

Allies had got footing in Paraguay. Among the

most daring attempts of Lopez, in which he use

lessly lost many brave men, were the seizure of

yonder small island in front of Itapirú and the
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boarding of the iron clad by canoes. In the latter

the half naked heroes who got aboard the iron-

clad were swept off by the hot water, from the

-bojler.

About twenty passengers come aboard at Cer-

rito, mostly Paraguayans, with a soft refinement

of expression that you may in vain look for among

the same class of any other people in South Ame-

rica. Some of the girls have Roman heads, beau-

tifully shaped ; and here is a little curly-headed

boy as fair as the countrymen of Thorwaldsen, and

like one of the cherubs he loved to chisel.

At 1 p.m. we pass Potrero Piris, where the

Paraguayans surprised the Allies on May 24th,

1876, and almost won the campaign, setting fire

to the encampment, but then turning their at-

tention to plunder before their victory was se-

eared. Next we come to Curazú, the advanced

post of Curupaity. Captain Costa, who served 21

years in a Brazilian ironclad during the war, tells

me Curupaity was more formidable than Humaytá,

the fortifications admirably completed both by land

and water. Here the Allies sustained such a

crushing defeat on the 8th of September, 1866,

that it put a stop to all operations for nearly

twelve months. The Paraguayans were several

days stripping . Argentine corpses and throwing

them into the river; some battalions were clad in
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the uniforms , of the Argentine dead. It was af-

ter this battle that Mr. Gould conveyed to Lopez

the offer of the Allies to evacuate Paraguay, ifhe

would go to Europe for 12 months. Ifhe had not

been blinded by pride he would have saved his

people from annihilation, Paraguay had till then

suffered little.

9 p.m. Ruins of Humayta.-The moon shines

sadly upon the scene, ten times more solemn than

the Coliseum or the temples of Laxor. Shot and

shell rained upon this place for months. It was the

stronghold of a gallant people, and is now its

tomb.

.

"Aug. 26th, Saturday-This morning a little af-

ter sunrise we passed Angostura, where the late

Col. Thompson so gallantly held at bay for some

months the armies and fleet ofthe Allies, Arriving

at Villeta we landed some passengers and saw a

crowd ofwhite-robed Paraguayan women carrying

oranges in baskets to a vessel that I learned was

bound for Matto Grosso, where the oranges are

neither so good nor so plentiful as in Paraguay:

Millions of the golden fruit were piled on the

beach. At present large quantities are exported

to Montevideo and Matto Grosso, but the un-

generous Argentine Custom tarift of 40 per cent

duty almost shuts Buenos Aires against this ar-

ticle ofParaguayan production. Cheap and whole-
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"

some frait is very necessary for public health in

Buenos Aires : yet an orange costs 2 or 3 cents,

which is dearer than in England, whereas here

in Paraguay you can have a bushel for sixpence.

Info
In sight of Lambaré ; the wood-clad peak

which marks the resting- place of the first Parag

uayan chief who fell defending his country from

foreign invaders. His name will live as long as

the Paraguay river washes this heroic soil . Lam-

bare has a more lasting funeral monument than

the Pyramids of the Nile ; his memory is asso-

ciated with all that is glorious and beautiful for

the historian or the painter. The peak has an

elevation of 312 feet over the river. Although

Lambaré was killed in battle his courage and

that of his people awed the Spanish invaders, who

were commanded by the Englishman Sebastian

Cabot, and after the latter had lost 28 of his

little band he descended the river, leaving the

conquest of Paraguay to his successor Juan de

Ayolas.

24

At San Antonio is a charming quinta belong-

ing to General Vedia, who made great improve-

ments here while in command of the Argentine

garrison Almost in tront is a site marked out in

the Chaco for an Argentine town in case the

President of the United States award Villa Occi-

dental to Paraguay. It seems to me to be very
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low and swampy. We are nowat the mouth of

the Pilcomayo, and as the steamer rounds an is

land we get a distant view of Asuncion with the

arsenal in the foreground, the city stretching

along the hill side, and the ruined palace of Lopez

close to the water's edge.
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II.

CITY OF ASUNCION

From the moment that you land there is a

painful sense of desolation; not that Asuncion

suffered bombardment in the war, for the Brazi

lians seem only to have fired on Lopez's palace ;

but the streets are almost deserted, and you have

painful evidence that the bulk of the Paraguayan

people was destroyed in the 5 years campaign.

The ruined palace, which was nearly completed

when the war broke out, is a sad emblem of the

wild ambition of Lopez ; it is estimated that with

an outlay of fifty or onehundred thousand pounds it

might be rendered tenantable, and if the Croskey-

Barreiro contract be carried out it will be made

the residence of the Bank and of the officials con-

nected with the Anglo-Paraguay Company.
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People connected with the Government congra-

tulate themselves on the Brazilian evacuation and

tell me that the country breathes more freely. But

I have enquired of several shopkeepers, and they

all say when the Brazilians were here we sold

something, but now we do positively nothing.'

This confirms what I had before heard, that the

Brazilian garrison spent £40,000 in gold in Asun-

cion every month. , Another cause of Paraguayan

ruin is the high duty imposed by the Argentine

Republic on products of this country. If the Ar-

gentines have such a warm affection as they pro-

fess, why not treat Paraguay as an Argentine

Province by abolishing all duties, to or from B.

Ayres, as in the case of Corrientes ! Paraguayan

Yerba, which used tobe worth $f10 per arrobe is

now worth 1 to 2 dollars ; of course this is rui-

nous, but the article has no demand, the duties at

Buenos Ayres being almost prohibitory and shut-

ting out from Paraguay her only market.

The unfinished buildings left by Lopez shew

how he squandered money at times. The theatre

would have been aprodigious structure, as its grass-

grown arches attest. The Pantheon, an imitation

of St. Paul's at London, was intended to contain

his remains and those of his tamily; the roof and

cupola are finished, and with asmall outlay it might

be made a school. In the adjoining block is the

4
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hotel, in the house where Lopez lived when I vi-

sited this country in 1863. At the hotel I found

Viscount Richemont, French, Chargé d'Affaires,

and Mr. Mercier, Secretary of Legation, who came

ap last week from B. Ayres on official business.

ONOMA

1

In the evening there was a reception at the Bra-

zilian Legation, which is probably the finest house

in the city, and here Dr. Callado and his wife

dispense princely hospitalities. Among those whom

I met at the conversazione' were Viscount Riche

mont, Madame Gen. Hermes, Baron Passage, Col.

Wisner Morgenstern, Dr. Pedra, Capt. and Madame

Costa, Cavaliere Stella and the Italian Secretary,

the Brazilian Consul, Mr. Mercier, Mr. Uroskey,

other ladies and

gentlemen. The Brazilian Legation reminds one

in every particular of European life. Dr. Callado

served several years at the various Courts of Pa-

ris, St. Petersburg and London, and speaks many

languages with the correctness so characteristic
JONERAL,VUTO VAI (BERLn I wont Ino

ofBrazilian diplomatists : he has also been repre

sentative for his Government in Ecuador and Bo-

livia.

jan. , Šr . Travasso, and several other la

07

fulsiment of
Public expectation centres on the

evad bin

the Croskey- Barreiro convention , which would

bring English capital into the country, to aid in

the development of its magnificent resources.

Everybody has great hopes in coffee-planting.
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If time permitted, I should like to pay a visit to

Minister Barreiro, who came
with me

me to Paraguay

in 1863, and to M, Decond, the talented editor of the

Debates. I have already met nearly all the foreign

residents. Mr. Horrocks tells me the tramway car
carg

ries 3,000passengers monthly, Mr. George Stewart

turns all his attention to the Salvador coffee

colony; his brother,his brother, Dr. Stewart, is daily expected

from B. Ayres. Mr. Murdoch, formerly ofBuenos

Ayres, has much experience of Paraguay and its

people. Mr. Croskeyjun. expects the realization of

the proposed London and Paraguay Bank. Mr.

Hartogg is an old German resident, most friendly

to strangers ; as also Mr Deschamps,a Frenchman,

who came
came last year from B. Ayres.

DD SIG

Before leaving Asuncion the traveller should

buy some of the beautiful lace-work made by the

women; it is called nanduty,' and may compare

with the finest Valenciennes lace. The name, in

Guarani signifies "spiders-web.' Hammocks may

also be obtained in every variety, from £2 up to 5

pounds sterling, which sold at 3 times

that price before the Brazilian evacuation. Now

the poor people are glad to sell at any momeprice. Pa-

raguayan puzzle-rings of the VA OUT OFBULLot finest gold sell at 4

patacons, andnd silver-mounted máte cups at £2, and

even less. Cedar-wood boxes may be had for 6

dollars, formerly worth £4. In the shops you can
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buy European goods cheaper than in Buenos

Ayres. Everybody seems selling off at a sacrifice,

only anxious to leave the country, even the Para-

guayans themselves. If this continue Asuncion

will become a deserted city. The Brazilians have

already given 5,000 free passages to Carumba.

The only thing to save Paraguay from utter

ruin will be a speedy declaration of free-trade.

Yerba, the great staple of the country, cannot be

disposed of at 5 shillings (12 reals Boliviaň) per

arrobe, since the Paraguayan Government imposes

a heavy export duty, and the Argentine a ruinous

import duty, thus obliging the Argentines to use

tea and coffee in preference. Gold and silver are

becoming mineralogical curiosities since the Bra

zilians have left, and the copper-money' is in

such disrepute that 6 reals 'copper' are given for

one ofsilver. Tramway-buttons are at a premium,

and still it is so difficult to procure change that

you must give half a Bolivian dollar to a peon for

the most trifling errand. If the Argentine Go

vernment act with a little liberality in its Customs

tariff the Paraguayan people will feel most grate-

ful. Surely they deserve a little kindness after

ceding to the Argentines the island of Cerrito and

all the Chaco from Bermejo to Pilcomayo. It is

painful to think how poor Paraguay is crushed,

instead of finding a helping hand after all her

"
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dreadful sorrows. I need not say that you cannot

see the faintest sign of the two London loans for

£3 millions sterling ; if I am not mistaken the Par-

liamentary Enquiry shewed that only £200,000 had

ever reached Paraguay ; the rest was pocketted by

London sharpers . Nobody pretends to know what

became ofthe £200,000 which Bates, Stokes & Co.

conveyed to Asuncion : nor do I remember who

was Governor then. However, it is absurd to sup-

pose that Paraguay should recognize a debt of

£3 millions sterling .

Some persons who ought to know, tell me the

present is the best Government the country has

had since the fall of Lopez : at all events the first

requirement is tranquillity, and Mr. John B. Gill,

the President, has a cabinet composed of Messrs.

Barreiro, Caballero and Machain, whose patriotism,

if equal to their experience, will aid in reconstruct-

ing the country. If they fail I think they will

have much to answer for, as the people are so do-

cile and easily managed.

Aug. 27th Sunday.-The market of Asuncion at

sunrise still presents the same picture as it did

13 years ago. Hundreds of women in snowy white

raiment selling cigars, oranges, mandioca, chipa,

meat, vegetables, goats-butter, lacework, and

white balls apparently of lime but more probably

of mandioca starch . Such cheerful people can

B
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nowhere else be seen, all ofthem as light-hearted

and good-humored as if war had never swept over

the land, and most of them with two or three

chubby-faced children. It is wonderful how fair-

complexioned are most of the women, although

exposed to a tropical sun in the field labours .

they do all the hard work, the men evidently re-

garding themselves as the lords of creation .

Both men and women always have a friendly

greeting for the stranger, and their expression

of countenance is so full of bonhommie ' as to

convince you that Paraguayans are the kindest

and happiest people in the world. There is the

same security for life and property as in the time

of Lopez : a gentleman has just told me that last

week he travelled 30 leagues of woods and wilds

with 6,000$ unattended and having no arms bigger

than a penknite.

Whichever way you turn in Asuncion you see

painful evidences of decay, except the churches.

The San Francisco barrack, where Francia and

Lopez confined so many worthy men for years and

often for life, is now in ruins : the adjacent rail-

way station, once a superb' building, is nowin

part rootless. I entered the church of San Roque ;

the devout aspect of the worshippers was in

keeping with the decent appearance of all around.
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III.

EXCURSION TO PARAGUARI

At the railway station I met the French Minis-

ter and secretary , also D. José Tomas Sosa, un-

der-secretary of Foreign Affairs, and Mr. Gre-

gorio Machain of Buenos Ayres, father of the Par-

raguayan Ministers at Washington and Paris. The

trains run 3 times a week to and from Paraguari.

The second-class was crowded with girls going

to a fete and country ball at Pirayu.

After leaving Asuncion the first place of note

is the quinta of the late Dr. Berges, who was

Minister under Lopez, a man of varied accom-

plishments, at one time Envoy at Washington

he was shot by Lopez the same day as Col. Bar-

B*



20
JOURNEY TO MATTO GROSSO

rios , Mr. Stark and Bishop Palacios. His quinta

is still beautiful, displaying the taste with which

it had been laid out. At Trinidad we have a long

delay, while 8 boys acting as firemen's assistants

procure water for the engine by filling kerosene

tins at a brook. These stoppages are frequent, and

sometimes it is necessary to get down and cut

wood. Suffice it to say that a journey of 45 miles

takes 10 hours . When this line was made in 1863

by Messrs. Burrel, Valpy and Thompson it was

one ofthe best -finished in South America. Dr. Bar-

reiro says it will now require 70,000£ to be put

in working order. The church of Trinidad con .

tains the ashes of Lopez I and his wife; on the

hill is a country-house, commanding a view of

wood and plain terminating with the Paraguay

river, the dark fringe of the Chaco forming the

horizon.

Luque station is surrounded by orange groves ;

numbers of women, all looking as fresh and

cleanly as Naiads , offer for sale roast lamb

chickens and oranges. The best chipa ' is made

here, of mandioca flour, eggs, butter &c.; one

could travel for days with no other food, it is

so palatable . As the train passes through mag-

nificent plantations of orange-trees, palms and

mandioca you see the huts of the inhabitants

amidst the over-spreading foliage . Neatness and

I
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simplicity are everywhere apparent. Some huts

have mortars for pounding mandioca, others vats

for soap-boiling, others ovens, sugar-mills, tobacco

sheds &c. Inside the entrance to every little farm

is a wooden cross ; some with a white ribbon ;

here is the family burial-place We pass a large

As weapproachsugar-mill belonging to Sr. Arze.

Campo Grande we see numbers of fine country

houses belonging to the oldest families of Asun-

cion, such as Recalde, Machain, Aguilar, Gonsa-

lez, Aramburu &c.

Palm groves, gorges through which flow small

streams, and dark-green orange-trees resplendent

with golden fruit succeed each other till we reach

Areguà, seated on a hill overlooking Lake Ipa-

caray. This glorious sheet of water stretches away

tor miles to the foot of the Cordillera of Ipacaray,

clad with timber to the summits. Yonder is Az-

curra, where Lopez made such a desperate stand

under cover of the woods. The Brazilians put

steam-launches on the lake to transport men across;

whole battalions were annihilated as they set foot

on the shore.

The station at Areguá is in charge of Mrs. Ri

chardson de Prieto, a native of Devonport, mar-

ried to a Paraguayan who studied in England : this

poor woman's husband has been 15 months sick,

and she has to support herself and two children



22
JOURNEY TO MATTO GROSSO

out of a miserable pittance, several months overdue.

I only discovered her nationality by making some

remark upon a picture of the Babes in the Wood,

hung upon the wall : she said she kept it because

it reminded her of dear Old England.

At the foot of the Cerro Itauguá where the lake

terminates stands Mrs. Lynch's country-house of

Patiño Cué, a fine two-story cottage with wide

verandahs on each story. There are grander views

in Brazil and Europe but this has a beauty all its

own : the mountains, forest clad, rise up on one

side, and on the other the eye rests complacent-

ly on the lake, whose wide bosom reflects the

shadows of the clouds and the Cordillera. Near

Patiño Cué is a farm where I spent an afternoon

with Messrs . Valpy and Thompson in 1863 : I

asked for the inmates and learned that the father

is in Asuncion, blind, and his three graceful

daughters died of hunger in the woods near the

close ofthe war. A similar sad fate has befallen

many others for whom I make enquiries, and whose

innocence and beauty were unable to save them

from the wide-spread destruction.

The valley of Pirayù has always been considered

one of the loveliest in Paraguay : the village is pro.

tected from the storms of the outer world by a

range of hills from which the forest of Yaguaron

descends to the lowlands. Most of the inhabitants
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came to the station to welcome friends from Asun-

cion to the village ball ; among the latter was

General Caballero, who was the last commander

of the Paraguayan army. He is about 35 years

of age, well-made, handsome, with a cunning

expression of eye, and appears very popular among

his countrymen ; he told me that he rose from the

ranks, having worked as a soldier in the construc-

tion of the railway under Mr. Valpy.

At Cerro Leon the only remains of Lopez's camp

are a long range used as his head quarters, now

the farm-house of Sr. Travasso, formerly a Brazi

lian army-contractor. The huts once occupied by

28,000 soldiers have all disappeared, as completely

as the brave men sacrificed to Lopez's ambition .

It was sunset when we reached Paraguari, and

as we ascended to the village, which is a mile

from the railway, we took in a wide view of the

plain that extends to the Tebiquary and Sierra

Acay.

August 28th, Monday.- Every Sunday evening

there is a village ball, as in the old Jesuit time.

Last night it was at the rancho of a peasant with

the patrician name of Ortiz de Zarate, perhaps a

descendant of the Viceroy Zarate. He and his

tamily received our party with Castilian courtesy

and Paraguayan cordiality ; all the furniture of his

house was hardly worth a few dollars, but the
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dwelling was delightfully clean. He wore the

usual red blanket of the Paraguayan peasant, al-

though he had seen something of the outer world

during 5 years spent in Brazil and other parts of

South America. Cigars, mate and caña were

offered to the guests, while dancing went on in the

next room . The girls were neatly dressed , as also

the men, and all wore shoes. Two youths played

a harp and a guitar very cleverly : one of the

airs contained several bars from There is nae

luck about the house,' a relic of the Scotch music

brought hither by Mme. Lynch and taught to the

Paraguayan bandsmen.

This morning we rose long before daybreak ;

even the inhabitants were not yet stirring. The

moon threw her silvery light upon the village and

the mountains , and chanticleer was saluting the

morning star, as mine host bestirred himself about

coffee. I was a glorious sight to see the sun rise

between the peaks of Mbatovi and Santo Tomé, the

first rays falling upon Cerro Porteño, where the

Paraguayans defeated General Belgrano in 1811 .

Looking towards Villa Rica the eye falls on Sierra

Acay, a bold and precipitous range ; while away

southward is the Tebiquary, a navigable river

which may be ascended in steamer from the river

Paraguay to the estancia of Lowry and Haycroft,

a few leagues from where I stand.
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Paraguari seems to have been founded by the

Jesuits nearly 200 years ago, as we find they had

30,000 horned cattle on the estancias of this mis-

sion in the beginning of the 18th century, one of

the Fathers in charge being an Irishman. I may

here observe one of the first two Jesuits who

came to Paraguay was a Scotchman ; they were

F. Thomas Field and Padre Ortega. We saw in

the church an antique tabernacle, but the church.

itself was rebuilt in 1863. The old college adjoin-

ing is rapidly falling to ruin , being now used as

the Comandancia ; the soldiers on guard have Re-

mingtons. The carving on the door and window

panels speaks of the Jesuit time. Some of the

arches in the corridors of the quadrangle have

fallen . In front of the college is the state-school

where some children are Jabbering apparently in

Spanish. When I was here 13years ago few people

understood anything but Guarani ; now Spanish

seems gaining ground a little . There is a good

hotel now, kept by an Italian, in the Plaza. In one

of the shops I found a Spaniard who had survived

the war. The Baez family, three daughters, also

survive.

At Cerro Leon the French Minister and Secretary

left our party to spend some days shooting along

the lake, In our return to Asuncion I learned

much about the times of Francia, Yegros, Patiño,



26 JOURNEY TO MATTO GROSSO

Durey, and Lopez from Mr. Gregory Machain, who

remembers events of 60 years ago.

Let me here recal some of the names connected

with Paraguay. Mr. Machain remembers well the

brothers Robertson and Drs. Regnerr and Long-

champs, as also the botanist Amadée Bompland,

and a renowned English doctor named William Par-

ley, who died here with his wife, a charitable Eng-

lish lady, about the time that Francia allowed all

the English captives to charter a vessel and leave

Paraguay with their families and effects, over fifty

years ago. He also speaks of kindly reminiscences

of Captain Page, U.S. Navy, when exploring these

rivers. Another gentleman who has told me inter-

esting souvenirs of Paraguayan history is Colonel

Wisner de Morgenstern , a stately soldier of 75

years, descended of an old Hungarian family. He

left his home by the Danube over 50 years ago,

fought in the Balkan campaign in Turkey in 1826 ,

again in the Polish struggle of 1830, and coming

to South America when the cause of Poland was

lost, he made surveys in Brazil from Bahia to

the Upper Uruguay, following the Serra do Mar.

He was the bosom friend of Gen. Paz. As Chief-

of Engineers in the Paraguayan service he made

some of the fortifications which kept the Allies

five years at bay. His new Map of Paraguay, re-

cently engraved at Vienna, is a grand work, the
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result of 15 years of labor. He says his friend

Admiral Leverger, of Matto Grosso, is now 85

years old, having been at one time President of

that province, although a Frenchman born, and

made valuable surveys of all these rivers, as Cap-

tain Page also attests. Col. Wisner has the inten-

tion to visit B. Ayres, to make the acquaintance of

the Austro-Hungarian Minister, Chevalier Hoffer

von Hoffenfels. The late Gen. Asboth had pro-

mised the year before his death to come and visit

Col. Wisner. Everybody has a kind word for the

good old soldier, who is a gentleman of the

Louis Quatorze school, surrounded by a numerous

and interesting family.
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IV.

CIOASUNCION TO CONCEPCION

Aug. 29th-At two p.m. I embarked in the Ce-

cilia for Curumba, and at the same time the

Jauru left with a cargo of emigrants for the

same port. It seems Brazil spares no pains in ad-

vancing Matto Grosso, reducing import-duties to 5

per cent, and giving free passages to emigrants

for Curumba.

Asuncion has an imposing aspect as you ascend

the river, the public buildings standing out in

bold relief, while historical events of 3 centuries

crowd upon the memory. The city is 50 years

older than Buenos Ayres, yet its population hardly

exceeds ten thousand souls : probably it had as

many inhabitants in the time of Yrala or Ante-

quera. No doubt the founder Ayolas expected
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for it a great future , and at the beginning of the

19th century it was quite as important a place

as Montevideo. After the fall of Rosas and the

opening of the rivers it received an impulse which

was on a steady increase for more than ten years ;

if Carlos Antonio Lopez had lived till the present

he would perhaps find himself at the head of one

of the most prosperous South American States.

But it is useless to moralize.

The steamer skirts the Chaco and we pass three

huts occupied by French tamilies, who settled here

four years ago and have raised small farms in the

midst of a dense jungle.

Villa Occidental, on the north bank of the Con-

fuso , is about 15 miles above Asuncion. Gebeler's

saw-mill forms the most conspicuous feature ; it

was put up four years ago, but the captain tells

me it never sawed a log of timber. Lopez estab-

lished a French colony here in 1855 and called it

New Bordeaux ; some of the colonists died, the

rest, after great hardships, were conveyed home

by the French Government. At present there are

a few Italian and Paraguayan wood-cutters, who

have survived the Argentine evacuation. Ithink if

Pres. Grant saw the place he would hardly take

the trouble to arbitrate about its ownership .

After sunset we pass a rock called the Peñon,

which rises precipitously in the middle of the
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river, very like the Pfalz rock on the Rhine, near

Bingen. Lopez had some idea of fortifying it.

Aug. 30th.-Along the Paraguayan shore we

have seen but two huts since leaving Asuncion,

although in Lopez's time there were Guardias at

short distances to prevent inroads by Indians from

the Chaco. The latter now give no more trouble,

perhaps because this part of Paraguay has now

neither cattle nor inhabitants. Passing the Peri-

beby we come to Embuscada, where Lopez had a

cattle-estancia for 14 miles along the river.

Numerous alligators are seen on the bank as we

reach Caraguatay, another old estancia of Lopez.

A river nearly choked with water-plants debouches

on our right ; a league from its mouth is the

village of Rosario, now in ruins, 90 miles from

Asuncion. Capt. Page found here large quantities

ofGuayaba Blanca, so called from white wax de-

posited on it by ants, which is used for making

candles.

Some Indians appear in theChaco, a few hundred

yards from the river ; they are said to be very

poor and harmless, their sole subsistence being fish.

Further on we see on the Paraguayan shore a

large tiger, resting under the shade of a tree ; he

looks at the steamer as unconcernedly as possible,

and is such a noble-looking animal that it would

seem a pity to fire at him. The passengers set up
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a tremendous shout, and after some reflection he

gets up and retires into the jungle.

Monte Lindo is a long stretch of palm-woods on

the Chaco bank ; after which we see on the oppo-

site side the mouth of the Jejuy, a river which

rises in Sierra Amanbahy in the heart of Para-

gnay, traverses the country of the Caynguá In-

dians and the Yerbales, and empties itself near

the hamlet of San Pedro.

Abreast of Pedrenal at sun-down : river 1200

yards wide. After dark we pass a raft, on which

a candle throws a feeble light ; some wood- cutter

is taking down timber to Asuncion or Corrientes.

It is a lovely moon-light night as we pass the

mouth of the Ypané, and we shall reach Concep-

cion about midnight.
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FROM CONCEPCION TO THE

CADUVEO INDIANS

V,

Aug. 31st- Concepcion was before the war one

of the principal towns in Paraguay, being the next

port after Asuncion in trade and population . It is

now a straggling place of a few huts with a

church and Comandancia, the inhabitants subsist-

ing by the Yerba trade. The Yerbales cover 3

million acres, beginning about 70 miles inland ;

they were worked for many years by the Jesuits,

who first exported Yerba, and from this circum

stance it is often called Jesuits' tea. In the time of

Lopez the annual exportation of yerba-mate reached

4 million lbs. , or 180,000 arrobes, chiefly to Buenos

Ayres, representing a value of $1,093,000 (say

£200,000) according to the Budget of 1860. At pre-
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sent there are 25,000 arrobes lying at Concepcion

without a buyer, and the price asked is about a

dollar per arrobe.

The ruin of the yerba trade is due to the follow-

ing causes- 1st. There is in Paraguay an export

duty of dollar, say 50 per cent ad valorem ; then

there is at B. Ayres an import-duty of 45 per cent

nominally, but in reality much more ; so that be-

tween the Paraguayan and Argentine Governments

this valuable product is burdened with 100 per

cent duties. No wonder people are giving up alto-

gether the use of mate, and this is perhaps a

leading cause of the fearful increase of drunkenness

in the River Plate. Brandy and gin are taking the

place of Yerba-mate.

We are now in the tropics , since a few miles

below Concepcion, yet the heat is not excessive.

Some of the passengers sleep on deck in ham-

mocks. A great fire is seen in the Chaco, the In-

dians dancing round it ; they are making a clear-

ance with a vengeance ; the crackling of the flames

sounds like musquetry, as the tongues of fire leap

upward to the sky, sweeping onwardin their terrific

course, and making the air quite hot. At this

distance you would think the Indians were in the

midst of the fire.

At daybreak we pass Aquidaban, a small river

on whose bank, some fifty miles inland, Lopez was

C

$1
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killed in March 1870. His eldest son, Pancho,

was killed , close by, an hour before. Mrs. Lynch

and Dr. Skinner were with Lopez to the last, and

fell into the hands of the Brazilians, who treated

them with courtesy..

Salvador, site of the Alston - Stewart colony,

stands on a pleasant hill over the river, and is the

last habitation of any note in Paraguay. Before

the war it was a charming place, surrounded with

farmsand plantations. At the close of the war, in

1870, there remained here only 8 men and a dozen

women ; some Matto Grosso Indians came down,

killed the men and carried off the women. There

are now 30 well armed colonists, who keep a close

look-out against a second descent. The church

and barracks are conspicuous, but we see no colo-

nists, as they are probably out planting coffee .

Sept. 1st. - In the small hours of morning we

passed Confluencia, where Lopez had a Guardia at

the mouth of the Apa. This is now the frontier

between Paraguay and Brazil, although Francia

and Lopez always claimed all the territory up to

Rio Branco, 100 miles further north. Siete Puntas

is a picturesque range, of which we can discern

the outline by moonlight.

As morning dawned, cloudy and misty, we were

approaching the superb group of hills from which

Pan de Azucar rises abruptly to a height of 1350
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feet. The Paraguay seems to have forced its way

through these hills, which rise on either side ,

while one stands in the middle of the river as if to

bar our progress. There is a channel both east-

ward and westward ; we take the latter whicla

is 140 yards wide. The island in mid-channel is

called Fecho dos Morros " the mountain gate,"

with a height of 1,300ft. , clad in the most charming

and varied foliage. The situation is unrivalled,

but fatal as the shades of Erebus ; whoever resides

here a few days is seized with a kind of dropsy

his legs and body swelling like the pot-bellied trees

we see on the hill-sides, which are therefore called

Barrigones. The Brazilian Government had some

idea of removing its force from Fort Coimbra to

this point, as being so much more strategic. An

officer was sent here in 1871 in command of a

dozen men ; he lived but a few weeks, and his

grave is marked by yonder wooden cross in front

of the charred timbers that were once the Coman-

dancia. Some of his men also died, and the survi-

vors were removed to Asunciou. The Indians

burnt the range of buildings, whose remains are

still visible. It seems the hills around the pass-

partake of this dropsical tendency affecting botla

men and trees. The scenery of this point well

repays a journey of 1500 miles from Buenos Aires.

As the sun breaks through a cloud it shines on a

C*
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belt of trees in yellow blossom, that look like bur-

ished gold. Purple and dark green foliage diver

sify the landscape, and a flight of Toucans, birds

of brilliant plumage and large yellow beaks , lends

some life to a scene otherwise mournful from the

surrounding solitude and silence of these desert

wilds.

We are now 400 miles from Asuncion, and we

have yet a thousand more to go, to Cuyaba.

On our right is Pan de Azucar, like a sentinel of

Brazilian territory, for this is Matto Grosso. On

our left is that portion of the Chaco which seems

to belong to Bolivia . In 1853 Capt. Page and his

Lieutenant, Mr. Carter, ascended Pan de Azucar,

which took them 3 hours in the ascent The view

commanded a boundless stretch of Chaco, plains of

grass and palm - trees as far as the horizon, in the

direction followed by so many daring Spanish ad-

wenturers in quest of Peru and its rich mines of

silver.

Ayolas, founder of Asuncion, ascended to this

point and landed here Feb. 2nd, 1537, calling the

place Candelaria ; then sending back his lieutenant

Irala to Asuncion he ordered him to meet him here

by August 2nd, with provisions, or wait his return.

Accordingly settingout with 200 soldiers he crossed

ver to Peru and then returned by the same route,

but not finding Irala or any vessel he began to
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build a fort here, and was surprised by Indians.

who put to death Ayolas and the whole party.

Irala set out five years later with 90 soldiers and

800 Indians, the latter under the Cacique Aracaré.

The expedition failed , after great hardships .

whereon the Viceroy, Alvar Nuñez, cruelly caused

Irala to hang Aracaré.

Alvar Nuñez started in person in 1543 from

Pan-de-Azucar with 400 soldiers, including 12

horsemen, but was unable to pass the flooded coun-

try ofXarayes. Returning to Asuncion he was de

posed and sent home in irons to Spain.

A fourth expedition was at last successful in

1548, composed of a thousand Indians and soldiers

under Irala, who safely reached Charcas and then

sent forward three soldiers to Lima. The latter

returned with 40 other Spaniards and a flock of

sheep and goats, the first ever seen in Paraguay,

which caused Irala's return to be hailed as a great

achievement. After the death of Irala, which oc-

curred at Asuncion in 1557 , one of his favorite

officers, named Chaves, tounded Santa Cruz de la

Sierra in the Bolivian Chaco, on the route for

Peru. All these expeditions were previous to

Gəray's foundation of B. Ayres, and nearly all

started from Pan-de-Azucar, perhaps because this

peak is visible 40 miles in ordinary weather.

The next point of interest, after 6 hours o
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voyage, is Fort Olympo, on the ridge of same

Mame, on the Chaco side. The hills may be 600

feet high and are thickly wooded, the fort standing

on a spur only 45 feet above the river. It was

built by Charles III. in 1798 to keep back the Por-

tuguese, and after several changes of masters was

nally dismantled by the Paraguayans in 1865 ;

the outer wall, 100 feet on each side, is almost per-

feet, 14 feet high by 23 thick; but the bastions

have been pulled down, as well as the quarters

inside the fort . A stone wall runs up the side of

she mountain, formerly used to shut in cattle from

Indian marauders.

Plains of grass only a few feet above the river

mow succeed for many miles till we come to an-

other palm forest on our right (province of Matto

Grosso), called Neboleque. Here we see some wig-

wams, and as the steamer approaches numbers of

Indians leap into canoes and dart into the middle

of the river across our course. At least twenty

canoes surround us, although the steamer does not

stop, and it is a marvelhow some of them are not

erashed by our paddles . If these Indians were

armed we should certainly think they wanted to

take the steamer by boarding, as they dash against

our sides. Some have soldiers' jackets, others pan-

taloons, and the Cacique wears an officer's cap with

Minen cover, but most of them are nearly naked.
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Muscular, broad-chested, copper colored, with a

bold and daring expression, decidedly handsome,

or at least manly in their physicgnomy, they seem

undisputed lords of these vast wilds. As our cap-

tain throws them ship's biscuits they dart after the

prizes in their swift canoes, some throwing them-

selves into the water, others grinning and display-

ing fine sets of teeth , others calling out for more or

holding up some tiger-skins to signify their readi-

ness to trade if our steamer will only let them

come aboard. Over 100 other Indians are looking

at us from the shore, as we keep on at full speed .

We can count some 40 cows grazing close by, and

these are supposed to be descendants of the cattle

found at Salvador when some of these Caduveo In-

dians destroyed that town in 1871, and carried off

the women and cattle. These Cadaveos are at con-

stant war with the Shamacoques on the Chaco

side they have some fire-arms, and it behoves Dr.

Stewart's colony and that of Cerro Morado to keep

a constant and careful watch. The Caduveos do

not eat cattle, but sell a cow to passing steamers

in exchange for brandy and shirts .

:
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VI.

FROM THE CADUVEOS TOROM

CURUMBA

Sept. 2nd-Salt-plains are succeeded by a forest

of Quebracho. On either side the river-banks are

hardly 6 feet over the water, and interminable

plains stretch away to the horizon. This part of

the Chaco belongs to Bolivia ; as we pass Bahia

Negra and the Otuquis territory we are reminded

of the sad fate last year of Col. Paradis, who at

tempted to establish an Anglo-Bolivian port and

colony here. During his visit to Buenos Ayres, in

1875, he bought some jewellery for his wife, and

was shortly after murdered by his servants in

crossing from Bahia Negra to Santa Cruz de la

Sierra. The captain of this steamer, the Cecilia,

rescued the survivors of Paradis's colony at this
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point, in an exhausted condition, having been nine

days subsisting on fish and water-hogs. Dorado,

pacú, palomita and other fish abound here, often

weighing 20 lbs.

The Oliden-Vernet grant extends along the Pa-

raguay river from 17.45 S. Lat. to Fort Coimbra,

covering an area of 5,000 square miles, watered by

the Otuquis. It was ceded to D. Manuel Oliden

by act of the Bolivian Congress 17th Nov. 1832 ,

with right to import merchandize for planters,

paying only 5 per cent duty. He founded the

following year the Colony of Santiago, and a tra-

veller who visited the place in 1835 describes it as

a flourishing settlement, with several fine houses

and large farms of rice, coffee, mandioca, sugar,

cocoa &c.; the population amounting to 1380 souls.

Gold and silver were found in the hill - ranges .

Subsequently Mr. Oliden tried to form a company

in London, unsuccessfully, and transferred his

rights ultimately to Mr. Vernet of Buenos Ayres .

This gentleman's son-in-law, Captain Cilley, for-

merly of the U.S. Navy, led an expedition from

Bahia Negra in 1874 to Santa Cruz de la Sierra,

and returned after suffering great privations ; he

expressed himself in very sanguine terms of the

revival of the Oliden concession.

Approaching Fort Coimbra we see wooded hills

rise on each side of the river to a height of 450
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teet. That on the western bank runs down close

to the water, and on a projecting point stands the

Fort with the Brazilian flag flying over one of the

bastions. Some 12-pounder guus are mounted in

the embrasures, facing both up and down the river,

which is here about 600 yards wide. This is the

first habitation we have seen for 1300 miles on the

western or Chaco bank, since leaving Santa Fe,

except Villa Occidental. Soldiers lean over the

battlements, and we see women and children in

the huts outside the fortress. The walls are of

massive stone : the upper part of the enceinte '

has been quite newly built. In the centre are offi-

ficers' quarters, two stories high, with tile roof.

We only delay a few minutes to receive some

despatches from Major Cunhato the Commander of

Curumbà ; and have not time to visit the won-

derful cavern a mile inland . Captain Page des-

cribes it as about 2,000 square feet in area, with

immense stalactites and stalagmites like rows of

sentinels. One ofthese weighs about 250 lbs , and

a German gentleman last year presented a smaller

one to the 'Standard' Museum. Among the trees on

these hills several were Barrigones, like those

noted at Fecho dos Morros, and itis perhaps to pre-

vent their fatal influence that the hill-side all round

the fort has been cleared . The distance to Curumba

is 120 miles, but the garrison can always obtain
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supplies from the Christian Indians of Albuquerque

and Bom Conselho, who are industrious farmers, a

few leagues inland on the Chaco side.

The river makes many bends, and passing a

forest of Aguaribay we hear some song-birds, the

first since leaving Buenos Ayres. We see a tall

white bird, with black head , called Martin Pes-

cador, also three monkeys on a tree, and several

storks. At times deer are seen on these plains.

At noon we pass the magnificent peak of Con-

selho, rising from the river bank 1500 feet high,

clad in richest timber of variegated foliage, with

lower hills that are lost in the Chaco. On the op-

posite side, higher up, is the River Miranda, lead-

ing to a village of that name, famous for the

largest cattle in Brazil.

All that we have seen of beautiful scenery in the

way, of islands and forest is surpassed by what

unfolds itself now at every bend of the river.

Some times youder Saddle Mountain is on our

right, sometimes on our left , and the Sierra of Al-

buquerque forms the background.

A group of ranchos forms the port of Albuquer-

que: the village is a league inland at foot of the

Sierra, described as a charming place in the

midst of groves and plantations, the inhabitants

forming a model Indian mission , and raising fine

crops. A league bigher is Port Piuva, where we
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see numbers of children ; the inhabitants raise

poultry, goats and pigs.

At midnight we pass the Ladario Arsenal, now

next in importance after that of Rio Janeyro. Mr.

Lavigne, naval contractor, leaves us here ; he has

spent 7 years in the dockyards of France and

England, and now takes charge of a department of

this arsenal, where there are over 1,000 workmen.

Another hour takes us to Curumba, and by moon-

light we can discern the outline of the place on a

steep barranca.' Here we change steamer to-

morrow, Sunday, for a steam-launch, to ascend to

Cuyabá, 600 miles higher, a journey of 8 days.
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VII.

PORT OF CURUMBA

Sept. 3rd, Sunday.-At sunrise the town of Co-

rumbá was seen on the hill, some 70 feet over the

river. A fort newly built on the barranca had

guns pointed east, north and south . Several offi-

cers in uniform came aboard, along with a Cus-

toms officer. This is almost a free port, all im-

port duties being reduced to 5 per cent, which is

partly the cause of the rapid progress that Co-

rumbá is making.

A zig-zag road leads up the hill, the rock over-

hanging on either side. The Custom-house, Post-

office and Capitania are well built, close to the
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river. On reaching the hill-top we see a town

covering a large space, with some 3,000 inhabi-

tants. Only 23 years ago, when Captain Page

was here, he found only 6 ranchos, a dozen soldiers

and 30 women and children , of mixed breed. The

town is sheltered by a range of wooded hills, said

to be much infested with tigers. Several of the

shops are as well stocked as in B. Ayres, and the

merchandize is cheaper ; I saw nice alpaca coats

marked 3 patacons, hammocks 103.f, sun umbrel-

las 12 reals. I am told the hammocks are made

in Manchester, and are excellent imitations of

those made here which are much dearer. The

Ville de Strasburg is one of the best shops , in

front of the chapel. The bells were ringing for

Mass ; a band of 30 musicians belonging to the

garrison acted as orchestra. A new stone church

is being built, the present oue being a small tile-

roof house. There are 3 clergymen here ; one of

them is an Italian Capuchin friar, who came last

year from Bolivia. Two brothers, Hebrews from

Strasburg, have a house of business, but there are

few Europeans, except a sprinkling of Italians, and

an Irishman named Leadbeater, a boiler-maker.

Besides the fort there is a spacious Comandancia

built of stone ; nothing could be neater than the

look of the soldiers, in blue jackets and linen pan-

taloous. The merchants carry umbrellas in the
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streets, as in Rio Grande and other parts of Brazil.

I entered a very fine shop kept by a Brazilian

gentleman, who spoke to me about Captain Page,

whom he remembered here in 1853, when the

latter made him a present of a pointer. He said

Corumbá suffered greatly by the war, but is now

quickly reviving. So great was the amount of

cargo which we had in the Jauru for this place

that she had to take a schooner in tow from Asun.

cion, and for this reason we were transhipped to

the Cecilia, Captain Juan Manzoni, to whom I take

this occasion to return my acknowledgements for

a pleasant trip of five days from Asuncion . This

evening we tranship to the Coxipo, for Cuyaba,

capital of Matto Grosso.

Corumba supports 3 lines of steamers to the

River Plate, namely that of Conceiçao of Monte-

video, the Imperial Mail-line, for which three fine

steamers have been recently built in England, be-

sides the Cuyaba and Itajahy at present running,

and the cargo-steamer Jauru in which I have

come, the Itajaby being at present refitting at

Montevideo. This company also runs a line to

Cuyabá under Government contract. The other

two lines do a large cargo traffic with B. Ayres,

runuing the steamers Inca, Gualeguay and Feliz.

The last-named leaves to-morrow for Asuncion and

Buenos Ayres.
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Captain Manzoni tells me this place is growing

in population and trade more than any other on

these rivers down to Buenos Ayres. The farmers

round about are very wealthy and often spend

1,000$ when they come into town.. Some of them

are famous tiger-hunters. The late Baron Villa

Maria was a regular Nimrod, of the most fearless

kind.

It is very pleasant to see the air of security and

good order that pervades every Brazilian town

however remote, the unmistakeable sign of good

Government. Here, at 2,000 miles in the heart

of Brazil, I see the same order and evidence of

law as in Rio Grande or the other provinces of

the Empire. There are no iron bars on the win-

dows, which are thrown wide open to admit the

morning breeze and sunshine. The inhabitants

have not the anxious look of people who sleep

with revolvers under their pillows or get up every

morning with rumors of revolution . Corumbá

must be a dull place to live in, but it posesses

that security for life and property which is the first

right of every peace-abiding citizen, and the first

duty of every well-organized Government.

You cannot travel in Brazil without admiring

the orderly habits and kindly bearing of the

people, who impress you as being well-bred , no

matter what their condition or color. They are also
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most hospitable, and shew a deference and respect

to the fair sex, whether native or foreign , that

one is accustomed to regard as the touchstone of

gentle breeding.

The Coxipo is about to weigh anchor, and Cap-

tain Manzoni comes to say good-bye. This gallant

sailor is a subject of the Emperor Francis Joseph,

having been born at Lissa, of which great sea-fight

he was a spectator. He is very careful of his ves-

sel and attentive to passengers, and seems always

on deck, night and day.

We have about 20 passengers for Cuyabä, and

it is a matter of doubt whether we shall be able to

get to Barranca Alta or San Antonio in the steamer

as the river is very low. The Coxipó only draws

24 inches .

D
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VIII.

SAN LORENZO AND CUYABA

RIVERS

We left Curumba on Sept. 3rd, passed the mag-

nificent Cerros Dourados next day, and on the

5th entered the San Lorenzo river, in which we met

several canoes full of Guato Indians. Entered Cu-

yabà river on the 6th, and for two days saw not a

house or inhabitant. Both banks of the river are

low and swampy, fringed with timber, and abound-

ing in alligators , water-fowl, snakes and monkeys.

We saw an alligator swimming away with a 12-foot

snake in his mouth, holding him by the head, still

alive. At 3 places we passed deserted huts, whose

inhabitants were killed by Indians some months
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ago ; even the chapel of Melgaso is now abau-

doned, and we observed some burnt ranchos near-

Large red deer may be seen near the Melgase

hills ; we saw about a dozen.

On referring to my diary I find that the Doura-

dos mountains are said to run over 100 miles in

almost a direct northerly line from the Bolivian

side of the river . They present a wild, barren ap-

pearance, and are uninhabited, except in one place

where there is a village whose inhabitants rear

some cattle and manufacture whet-stones. We

passed a deserted farm and ruined house, whose

owner as the pilot told me, had either been killed

by Indians or eaten by a tiger. An old Scotchman

named Youle lives, with his family, some 30 miles

from here, and makes frequent trips in his cano

up or down between his farm and Corumba, where

he owns some houses and shops .

Near the mouth of the San Lorenzo, we passed

the farm of Jose Luis, who has two sons studying

law at San Paulo ; he is reputed very wealthy, but

lives on dried fish and cultivates his farm with the

aid of a few slaves. At Bananal we took up

a planter, who had recently sold the place

and was deserting it, the new owner not having

arrived. It was very painful to see the despair of

the poor dog left behind to starve ; he whined and

howled piteously as the steamer left.

D*
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Habitations become very scarce when you ascend

the San Lorenzo, all the higher parts of that river

being infested by Coroados : these wage implacable

war to white men, whose heads they cut off and

carry away for trophies whenever they can surprise

them. The river makes numberless bends, and is

still thickly wooded. One morning we called at a

rancho standing on a neck of land where we saw

some poultry ; the owner, a good-humored old fel-

low with straw hat and linen drawers, sold us some

hens for a tew dollars. The steamers have regular

places where they call for fuel and poultry. On

the day in question we halted about sundown at a

rancho similar to the one just mentioned , and saw

an old Brazilian just a counterpart ofthe one in the

morning. One of the passengers asked him it he

had any hens for sale, to which he replied · No !

You took all I had this morning.' It was the same

old fellow and the same rancho ; only this time he

came out of the back-door instead of the front. We

had travelled I know not howmany miles by bends

and turns of the river, and the Captain took in a

fresh supply of firewood ; we were only 50 yards-

by land from the place we had passed in the

morning.

Near the Boca de San Juan we met an Igarite

with a sail, coming down stream . It belonged to an

Italian, one of our passengers, a native of Lucca,
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who had emigrated to North America at 14 years

of age, worked for some time as a boatman on the

Mississippi, and afterwards come to Brazil ; he was

for many years a mule-driver and had crossed

nearly every forest, river and Sierra in the whole

empire, iu pursuit of so dangerous and profitable a

calling,

Above the Boca de San Juan is a group of huts-

whose owners were surprised and killed by the

Coroados only 4 months ago ; the pilot says he

thinks only one or two were killed, the rest escap-

ing under cover of the woods to the nearest Chris-

tian settlement. A cross has been erected in front

of one of the deserted homes ; the sugar-crop has

been cut, and the place now betrays the marks of

hastening to ruin . This Cuyaba river is narrower

than the San Lorenzo, but similar in other respects ;

sometimes the trees break in upon us and knock

down the water-bottles on the cabin table, our

steamer having no sides, but only a wooden aw-

ning overhead . At night when the boughs come

crashing in, with dust, leaves, insects and a fearful

noise, you would think the vessel had altogether

come to grief : now and then we have to delay to

saw offan arm of a tree inextricably entangled and

too strong to snap across.

For a couple of days and nights we were con

stantly on the watch for Coroado Indians, and at



754 JOURNEY
TO MATTO GROSSO

one place having broken our rudder we had to

moor the steamer to some trees all night, while we

made a fire and improvised a foundry to mend the

steering gear. The Coroados have never been

known to attack a steamer, but the boatmen of

the Igarites always anchor in mid-stream and keep

a close watch at night. This deserted portion of

the Cuyaba river would be an interesting place for

the naturalist or botanist. Dozens of alligators lie

on every bank or promontory that we pass ; they

wink at us with a hideous leer, as if to say 6 your

rille-bullets cannot get through our skin ,' and if

by chance you fire at them the ball hops off their

back, while they sometimes do not even take the

trouble to glide into the water. They measure as

Song as 13 or 14 feet, but are harmless compared to

the Amazon or Orinoco alligators, against which

the boatmen have to carry small hatchets when

the alligators playfully try to catch the boat's

sides and upset it.

Some of the deer we sawin the wood-openings

were as large as you see in Scotland ; a few were

white as snow. Tigers are very plentiful here, and

at times monkeys may be seen perched in the trees,

attentively watching the steamer and the passen-

gers. Clouds of white birds sometimes settle on a

aree, making it difficult to distinguish them from

Payna, a woolly cotton ball, larger than an orange,
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growing on high trees and much used by the na-

tives for making pillows. Snakes of many kinds

are so numerous that they are almost as great a

danger to travellers as the Coroados ; boas, rattle-

snakes and others are much dreaded by the na-

tives. Some are so deadly that a person bitten

survives only a few hours. The Boa does not bite,

but swallows you up whole, having first squeezed

you into jelly and then licked you all over. Hap-

pily this terrible enemy of mankind is very rare,

and generally lives on cattle, but sometimes he sud-.

denly snaps up an unwary traveller or negro -slave

passing through the forest, the Boa being coiled

round a tree watching for his prey. No less deadly

than the Boa is a kind of spider, or rather bee, per-

fectly blind, which if it strikes against your face

causes instant death.

It was a relief after some days in these wilds to

come upon the friendly rancho of Juan Agustin ,

where we rested and were offered refreshment.

The poor man has one arm dead, caused by a tiger

tearing the shoulder muscles. He has many tiger

skins, some of which he sells us at 5 hard dollars

each. As we ascend the river the plantations be-

come more frequent, and wherever we stop the in-

habitants treat us most kindly and hospitably.

Some of them tell me I am very like Captain

Baker, an Irishman who commanded a Brazilian
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war-steamer in these waters during the Para-

guayan war.

Sept. 10th-We left the steamer and proceeded

up-river in a canoe pushed by 8 Indian Zingado-

res, so called from the Zinga or pole they use :

travelling nearly 2 miles per hour against a strong

current. Plantations of tobacco and sugar-cane

lined both banks as we advanced, till we went

ashore at San Antonio for a short-cut overland,

marching about 6 miles through the wood, and

halting at various farms where we were very

kindly treated, the women invariably vying with

each other in courtesy to my wife ; they had

never before seen an English woman. Some of

these farm-houses were large and well built, with

numbers of slaves ; others mere huts, with a ham.

mock, guitar, gun, fishing-net and harpoon. Every

house is full of children. The inhabitants live on

fish, and raise pigs and poultry merely to sell.

Every farm has a sugar-mill, and in many cases a

plantation of orange-trees .
Masters and slaves

seem to live on easy terms, and every night the

whole household assembles for prayers ; the

slaves usually live in ranchos apart from the

house ; some of them are nearly one hundred

years old.

Sleeping in a canoe is not very comfortable,

especially for ladies. At midnight a storm came
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on, and the Indians pulled us in under a barranca

for shelter. Next day we continued up-river, and

by sundown saw the city of Cuyaba, built on se-

veral hills. A gun was fired from the Arsenal to

announce that the canoe with the monthly mail-

bags was in sight. On arrival I found an officer

with a polite invitation from the President, Gene-

ral Hermes, but as the city was two miles inland

I preferred to accept the hospitality of Mr. Texeira,

a Portuguese merchant, whose house was close to

the port.
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IX.

CITY OF CUYABA

Next morning at sunrise we set out on foot for

the capital, there being no coaches, horses, mules

or sedan-chairs. A rocky and uneven road climbs

up and down two rows of hills, between the port

and Cuyabà city. In spite of the hot sun and

rough road one cannot but admire the picturesque

grouping of the hills, some of which have a few

pretty houses, and one is crowned with the Semi-

nario, a square massive building of 3 stories high.

Ascending the last hill you have a complete pano-

rama of the city, which runs along several slopes

in an irregular manner. The cathedral and palace

form one side of the principal plaza, and the

towers of4 other churches form prominent objects

in the picture. All the houses have tile roofs, some

being two-storied, and the town reminds one of

Santarem or other small cities in Portugal. On
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yonder hill are the tents of a military encamp-

ment.

As we proceed through the narrow streets the

shop-keepers, soldiers and townsmen salute us,

lifting their hats to the English lady of our party,

while the women peep at us through half- opened

blinds to see the rare spectacle of European tra-

vellers and the more wonderful sight of a live Eng-

lishwoman. Their curiosity has not the least tinge

of rudeness ; on the contrary, whenever we enter

a shop or halt at a street-corner we find everybody

most friendly and glad that we can converse with

them in their own language.

In front of the Military Hospital a company of

soldiers was going through drill, as numbers of

country people arrived with oxen laden like mules .

Cows are so much cheaper than horses that they

seem to take their place as beasts of burthen, and

are trained to the saddle for travelling long dis-

tances. I am told that formerly the passengers on

arriving at the port of Cuyabá usually proceeded

to the capital mounted on cows or oxen. Crossing

a bridge over one of the rivulets that intersect

the city I met a German doctor named Johann

Adolff Josetti, a native of Hamburg, who has been

here nearly forty years ; he holds rank in the Bra-

zilian army, and is surrounded by grand-children.

in his green old age. There is a shop-keeper
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named Martin Guillermo, also a German, of Jew-

ish extraction , the principal merchant of the city.

Some tew Frenchmen, one a stone-cutter, have re-

cently settled here, and half-a-dozen Italians.

There is not a single Englishman of any des-

cription.

We breakfasted with the President at the pa.

lace. The ante-chambers were full of staff - officers

and aides-de-camp. The audience-hall contains a

full -length portrait of Dom Pedro Segundo, and

another of Pedro Primero is in the drawing-room.

Mme. Vasconcellos, the President's daughter, plays

the piano with considerable skill ; her husband is a

very intelligent and polished gentleman.

There are at present 4,000 troops of the line in

this province, most of them in detachments at va-

rious parts as a check upon the Coroado Indians.

I proceeded on foot to the Bau camp, overlooking

the city ; one of the soldiers had recently found a

nugget of 4 oz. of pure gold, in breaking some

stones near his tent. After rain-showers it is

common in the streets to find small particles of

gold. The city was founded by Portuguese gold-

diggers in 1722, under the name of Bom Jesus

de Cuyabà, and for twenty miles around there are

traces of gold -fields of the last century and an

aqueduct now in ruins. The present population is

about 16,000 souls.
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Cuyabá has two printing-offices, which publish

weekly papers ; almost destitute of news. Every

month an overland caravan arrives from Goyaz,

300 leagues, with tobacco and other products.

The city has several schools and only one billiard-

saloon ; the latter is kept by an Italian , from Lom-

bardy. There is no hotel of any kind, but the

people are so hospitable that a hotel-keeper would

starve. The climate is also so healthy that even

Dr. Johann Adolff Josetti would find it hard to

live but for his army pension. Numbers of females

have goitrous necks, but only those born here are

subject to this infirmity.

September 15th. The view at sunrise from Mr.

Texeira's house took in the line of beach down-

wards as far as Coxipò, and upwards till lost in one

of those hill-ranges supposed to teem with gold

deposits, where the Indians will allow no white

man to set foot. Numerous ' igarites ' or covered

canoes lay in port, and people of all shades of

skin were bathing in the river, while women wear-

ing red blankets carried on their head baskets of

fruit or fish, and cakes of sugar.

Proceeding on foot to the city I called on Baron

Melgaso, better known as Admiral Leverger, for-

merly President of Matto Grosso. The venerable

old man, now nearly 80, tells me he left France

in the year 1819, served many years in the Brazi-
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lian navy, and has resided in Matto Grosso over

40 years. He enquires for many people in Buenos

Ayres now dead, most of them having left the

busy world before the present generation was born.

Among the few now living in whom he feels an

interest is Capt. Page, who commanded the United

States expedition to Cuyaba in 1859, and whose

steamer, the Alpha, is still in these waters under

the same name. Baron Melgaso shews me a letter

he received to-day from the Brazilian Government

in reference to maps of these rivers ; although his

particular study is hydrography he has a well-

stocked library of general literature , and regu-

larly receives the Revue des Deux Mondes, the only

connection which, he says, has for years united

him with the world of science and literature. He

still speaks French as fluently as if he had left

his native place, St. Malo in Bretagne , only a

few years ago. Surrounded by his grand -children

and enjoying the esteem of the inhabitants as well

as the rank and honors conferred on him by the

Emperor, he is quietly descending the vale of years,

while his manners blend the frank cordiality of a

sailor with the courtesy of the ancienne noblesse.'

I fancied there was a slight touch of regret in the

admission that he had never revisited his native

country ; he spoke with manifest interest in the

affairs of France, and also of England, prolonging

6
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our interview as if he regarded me as an old friend

or compatriot, and begging me at my departure to

convey his kindest remembrances to Col. Wisner

of Asuncion and Capt. Page.

Nothing at Ouyaba has greater interest for the

traveller than the Military and Naval arsenals,

where 300 boys receive suitable education in va-

rious trades: The former is under the charge

of a Lieutenant-Colonel assisted by Lieutenant

Monteiro Tapajos, to whom I am indebted for

much politeness during my stay. There are two

divisions in this Arsenal, each comprising over

100 boys ; the first consists of orphans under 12

years, the second of apprentices over that age, who

serve six years and receive a certain pay for their

labor , as carpenters, smiths, cabinet-makers, tai-

lors, hatters, shoemakers, silversmiths, turners, tin-

workers, &c. Lieut. Tapajoz presented me with

a handsome mahogany case, the work of one of

the boys. They are smart-looking, well clad and

fed, respectful to their officers, and have an excel-

lent brass band. Such an institution reflects great

credit on the Brazilian Government and on the offi .

cers in charge. The same may be said of the

naval arsenal, which counts 80 boys .

In Cuyabá you see neither idlers nor mendicants ,

and I am told crime is almost unknown. It is in

truth a very hum-drum place, but suits the inha-



64 JOURNEY TO MATTO GROSSO

bitants so completely that nothing ever disturbs

them unless when they are shocked by the news

of somebody having died. You see very old people

at every house, and everybody has such a good-

humored expression that this is probably the secret

of their longevity. The Bishop is one of the oldest

prelates living, having already held thisjdiocese 46

years. All the clergy of Matto Grosso are educated

here, the Seminary serving both for lay and clerical

students : besides the faculties of theology and

philosophy the scheme of studies embraces French

and English (by native masters) , and the ordinary

classics in Portuguese and Latin, but no Greek.

There is also a Normal school for teachers, whose

scope is confined to ordinary rudiments of public-

school teaching, and some geometry and algebra .
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RETURN FROM CUYABA

Before leaving Cuyaba I tried to procure some

articles made of native gold, but did not succeed

although the precious metal is often picked up

around the city by the slaves when their masters

give them a holiday. In the last century, as

Southey tells us, cats were so valuable here, that

the first sold at Cuyaba fetched over £300 sterling,

and some of the earliest kittens were sold for their

weight in gold.

In 1862 some efforts were made to revive certain

gold- washings 150 miles from Cuyabà : a band of

20 Frenchmen and Italians started, with an insuf-

ficient supply of necessaries, which compelled

them to return after 3 weeks, having lost three of

their party. It is said that 70 years ago an old

Portuguese came to Cuyabá with two mule-cargoes

ofgold-dust from the interior, and died soon after.
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Since then the hostility of the Indians has checked

further discoveries. Mr. Jehu Hitchen of London

are found
was the latest explorer. Diamonds

chiefly at Diamantina, but the locality is so un-

healthy that several Germans and Americans have

died here, and others found diamond-picking a

very poor business. In some places water is not

to be found for fitty miles, and the traveller has to

depend on whatever supply he takes with him.

About 35 miles from Cuyabà there is a fertile range

of hills where an American has begun growing

coffee and cotton with great success, the place is

healthy, being 5,000 feet over sea-level.

The trade of Cuyabà comprises exports to the

amount of £120,000 sterling, mostly hides and

ipecacuhanha, besides £16,000 worth of gold and

diamonds. About 60 tons ipecacuhanha are expor-

ted yearly, but the supply is inexhaustible in the

country about Villa Maria, as well as of cinchona

and vanilla.

Villa Maria is 150 miles west of Cuyabá, the

intervening country being a plain interspersed with

sugar plantations, woods and hill ranges. It stands

in 16. 3. 55 S. Lat. and carries on a considerable

trade overland with the Bolivian city of Santa

Cruz, the mules from which fetch £30 a head at

Villa Maria. About 8 miles higher is the mouth

of the Cabezal, a streamfamed for its gold-washings.
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The province of Matto Grosso covers an area of

836,400 square miles, between the Amazon valley

and Bolivia. Its name indicates a dense forest,

and as the country has been only partly explored

little is known of its pathless woods and sierras.

Captain Palm and Mr. Lloyd, in making the sur-

veys of Viscount Maua's proposed railway trom

Curitiba on the Atlantic to Matto Grosso and

Bolivia, traversed the intermediate country for

over a thousand miles in safety, and imparted va-

luable information,. Captain Palm died when at

the point ofcompleting the surveys, of which Mr.

Lloyd furnishes all details .

President Hermes and Dr. Pedra (Chief of Po-

lice) kindly offered me an escort to travel in the

interior, but the excessive heat deterred me. Hav-

ing seen everything of note in the city, my wife

and myself took leave of our hospitable friends,

and again embarked in the covered canoe for San

Antonio. The voyage down stream was much

more rapid than the ascent. In 5 days we reached

the port of Curumbá, where, after a short stay,

we took steamer for Asuncion, and again put up

under the friendly roof of the Brazilian Minister.

Some days were pleasantly spent in riding excur-

sions about Asuncion, and we finally reached

Buenos Ayres after a absence of3 months having

travelledover 5,000 miles.
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PREFACE .

LAST SUMMER I made an excursion to Rio Grande,

where I was astonished to find so many thriving

German colonies, of which little is known in the

River Plate or in Europe. The only works I could

find referring to so interesting a part of the

Brazilian Empire were a pamphlet written in

German and reproduced in French at Paris some

twenty years ago, and a ' Cuadro Estadistico

by the engineer Camargo, published at Port Alegre

in 1868. My impressions and notes of travel

through the colonies were too voluminous for

reproduction in the columns of a daily paper, and

for that reason I publish them in the present form,

including some letters which have already appeared

in the Buenos Ayres Standard. ' To my readers I

a
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will only say, that for a pleasure-trip during vaca-

tion I can strongly recommend Port Alegre, its

beautiful scenery and kindly people, so little known

to the outer world, although only twenty days

from London by steamer, and three from the River

Plate. Passengers from England would have to

change at Rio Janeiro from the ocean-steamer to

Lamport and Holt's line, and again at Rio Grande

to Proudfoot's lake-steamer ' Guayiba . ' Those from .

the River Plate can take Lamport and Holt's fort-

nightly steamer from Monte Video, the passage

to Rio Grande averaging thirty hours. The artist

or sportsman will find plenty of occupation ascend-

ing the Jacuhy, Sinos, Caby, and other fine rivers

which have their confluence at Port Alegre.

Should this little book be of any utility, my recol-

lections of a vacation spent among the German

colonies will be all the more pleasurable.

BUENOS AYRES : June 10 , 1872.

M. G. MULHALL .
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RIO GRANDEGRANDE DO SUL.

INTRODUCTION.

THE Empire of Brazil has made great strides in

the last few years, not only in all branches of

material progress, but also in the enlightened

policy which has found such strenuous supporters

in Dom Pedro Segundo and his minister, Viscount

Paranhos do Rio Branco. The Emancipation law

of 1871 is now being followed up by an extensive

programme of English and German immigration ,

and a great effort to diffuse instruction among

the lower orders of the people.

It may not be out of place to give the reader

an outline of this immense and fertile region,

which occupies the half of South America, and

contains twenty provinces, each of which is larger

than an empire or kingdom in Europe. The

largest, Matto Grosso, is ten times the size of

B
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England ; the smallest, Espirito Santo, is almost

as big as Belgium and Holland put together.

The coast-line on the Atlantic is nearly 4,000

miles long. The water-courses are unrivalled ;

steamboats can navigate the Amazon and tribu-

taries a length of 22,000 miles, and for the last

twenty years a regular line of steamers has plied

between Para and Tabatinga, on the Amazon

proper, a distance of 1,800 miles. Numerous

mountain chains are met with, the highest being

Serra Itatiaia, over 10,000 feet in elevation. Forests

cover a great portion of the interior, and the

mineral wealth, especially in gold and diamonds,

is very remarkable. The population is put down

at 11,000,000 , including 1,400,000 slaves, and

500,000 untamed Indians. By the new Emancipa-

tion law, which provides for gradual abolition,

there will be no slavery by the close of this

century. The institutions of the country are

extremely liberal, the Government being a kind

of Federal Republic, with an Emperor instead

of a President. The established religion is the

Roman Catholic, but the utmost liberty and

equality may be said to exist in this and all other

matters affecting foreigners, who find also the

greatest protection for life and property. The
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army, in time of peace, counts 25,000 men ; the

navy, consisting chiefly of iron- clads and gun-

boats, is manned by 5,546 sailors .

The growth of the national revenues is pro-

digious at the accession of the present Emperor,

in 1832, they amounted to 11,000,000 mr. (say

1,100,0007.) ; in 1864 they had risen to 60,000,000,

and in 1871 to 94,000,000, or 9,500,000l. sterling,

the budget for this last year (at 10 milreis per £)

standing thus :—

Revenue

Import duties

Expenditure

• • £5,250,000 Imperial household £140,000

Export

Licenses

1,896,000 Senators and deputies 70,00099

1,080,000 Army and navy 2,150,000

Railways 400,000 Justice 340,000

Property tax 350,000 Foreign affairs . 80,000

Miscellaneous 424,000 Interior . 177,000

Railways and steamers 700,000

Post and telegraph 130,000

Immigration 85,000

Public institutes 300,000

Worship . 125,000

Finance . • 1,600,000

Interest on debt • 2,332,000

1,171,000

£9,400,000

Surplus .

£9,400,000

The Emperor's salary is 40,000l. per annum, that

of the Empress 4,8007. The budget for 1872 puts

down 93,000,000mr. for income, and 86,000,000 mr.

B 2
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for expenditure, leaving a surplus of 7,000,000 mr.,

or 700,000l. sterling.

The national debt amounts to 650,000,000 mr.,

or 65,000,000l. sterling, of which one-half has been

caused by the Paraguayan war, its growth being

as follows :-

1865 · • £30,800,000 1869 £59,000,000

1866 • 38,100,000 1870 64,400,000

1867 50,500,000 1871 64,900,000

1868 58,000,000

The national debt is made up
thus :--

Millions sterling

Foreign loans . 16

Government stock or home debt 30

Paper money 15•

Orphan fund, &c. 2

War bills unpaid 11

65 millions

Henceforward this debt will go steadily down-

wards, as the budget each year shows a surplus .

Meantime a debt of 65,000,000l. sterling is only

trifling when compared with the revenue or

population of the empire, being only seven years'

income, or equal to 67. per head of the popula-

tion.

Brazil has no fewer than seven loans in London,

the balances due on each standing thus :-
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1852

1858

1859

1860

1863

1865

1871

£685,800

861,500

335,200

944,100

3,035,700

6,573,600

3,459,600

£15,895,500

It will be seen that two-thirds of the money

borrowed in England went to the expenses of the

war, the total cost of which is officially stated at

39,000,000l. sterling, so that about three-fourths

of this amount was raised in the country by

home loans, paper money, or taxation. It is

right to note here that besides 151,000,000 mr.

in Government notes the bank of Brazil has an

issue of 36,500,000, and other banks 2,000,000

in paper money, making the total of paper cur-

rency 189,500,000 mr. , or 19,000,000l. sterling.

So far from the Paraguayan War causing the

trade or products of Brazil to fall off, the increase

in that period was wonderful, as will be seen in

the three great staples which make up the exports

of the empire, comparing 1870 with 1860, thus :—

1870

Coffee

Sugar

Cotton

• 186,841 tons

129,243

41,188

1860

151,794 tons

99 115,210 99

31 14,295 "9
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This shows that, in spite of the war, the products

have increased enormously, viz.-twenty-four per

cent. in coffee, twelve per cent. in sugar, and nearly

two hundred per cent. in cotton . Of this last

staple San Paulo alone yielded last year 30,000

tons.

Ifwe compare the returns of the year (1864)

previous to the breaking out of the war with the

subsequent ones, the result is equally satisfactory.

The tables are in arrobes of thirty-five lbs. each.

Year Cotton Sugar Coffee India-rubber

1864 1,350,465 8,016,127 8,183,311 23,235

1865

1866

1,726,015

2,899,004 9,158,065

1867 2,689,206

1868 3,386,692

7,483,107 10,806,336 232,417

9,940,566 230,900

8,167,685 13,048,464

8,719,023

325,636

14,546,770 343,422

Thus we see that in four years the produce of

the country almost doubled, the increase under the

various headings being-in cotton one hundred and

fifty per cent., sugar nine per cent. , coffee eighty

per cent., India-rubber forty-four per cent. If we

take the four items in one bulk we find Brazil

exported in 1864 about 300,000 tons of produce,

and in 1868 over 450,000 tons. The value of these

four items in 1864 was 54,000,000 hard dollars,

and in 1868 was 74,000,000.
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The imports and exports of the various pro-

vinces in 1869 stood thus :-

Imports Exports

£ sterling £ sterling

Rio Janeyro

Pernambuco

9,000,000 9,000,000

2,560,000 2,310,000

Bahia • 2,350,000 2,160,000

Parà 820,000 1,080,000

Rio Grande do Sul . 770,000 856,000

Maranhao 520,000 607,800

Ceará 325,600 488,800

San Paolo 230,000 1,780,000

Eight other provinces 84,400 1,986,000

£16,660,000 £20,268,600

Brazil takes half her imports from England, one-

fourth from France, and the rest from the River

Plate, United States and Portugal. She exports

half her produce to England, one-eighth to France,

one-eighth to North America, and the rest to other

countries. Her coasting trade, not included.

above, stands for about 5,000,000l . sterling , being

carried on by 3,200 vessels, averaging 200 tons

each, and manned by 45,000 sailors ; besides 120

coasting steamers.

There are eighteen banks in Brazil, which may

be briefly set down thus :-
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Capital

. £3,300,000

Observations

Emission 4,000,0007.Bank of Brazil

London and Brazilian • 1,500,000 Branches at Bahia,

Santos, &c.

English Bank 1,000,000 Branches like above

Rural Bank . 800,000 Deposits 2,000,0007.

Commercial Bank 1,200,000 One-sixth paid up

Campos Bank 100,000 Dividend 11 per cent.

Bahia Bank . 800,000 Emission 180,000%.

Bahia Reserve 400,000 . Half paid up

Bahia Mortgage 120,000 Dividend 7 per cent .

Bahia Savings 300,000 Dividend 7 per cent.

Bahia Commercial 560,000 Dividend 73 per cent.

Bahia Economy 62,000 Dividend 7 per cent.

Pernambuco Bank In liquidation

Alagoas Bank 30,000 Dividend 12 per cent.

Maranhao Bank 100,000

Maranhao Commercial . 200,000 Halfpaid

Parà Commercial . 80,000

Rio Grande do Sul 100,000

Dividend 13 per cent . ·

Deposits 200,000%.

Dividend 11 per cent.

The prosperous condition of Brazilian finances

and trade, causes the national securities to be in

great request as well in England as in Brazil.

The Brazilian bonds on the London Stock Ex-

change are usually above par, and the Home

Debt six per cents. at Rio Janeyro may be quoted

at par, while the gold bonds ' are at ten per cent.

premium ; the last amount to about 3,000,0001.

sterling, with coupons payable in specie instead

of paper money, which causes them to be a

favourite investment with people abroad, as it

gives them five and a-half per cent for their
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money. Besides the local six per cents. , there are

also a series of four and five per cents ., the entire

home debt being, as above stated, about 30,000,000l.

sterling.

There are four principal lines of railway open

to traffic, besides numerous branches or lines of

less importance, and about 1,800 miles of telegraph

actually working.

The Pedro Segundo Railway was begun in 1857,

and the first section , 30 miles, opened in the follow-

ing year to Queimados. At present more than 150

miles are open to traffic, and the line is being pro-

longed to the Tocantins river. The Government

has expended over 3,000,000l. sterling on this

line : the gross receipts average ten per cent. and

the net proceeds more than six per cent. on the

cost of construction.

The San Paulo line has already cost over

2,500,000l. sterling, and belongs not to the

State but to an English Joint Stock Company, the

Imperial Government possessing shares to the value

of 100,000l. The net proceeds average over five

per cent. , and when the new branches are open the

traffic will be much increased . The working ex-

penses are only one-third of the gross receipts.

The Bahia line was opened in 1860 , and its
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traffic was so small that for nearly ten years the

annual receipts did not cover working expenses ;

the deficit had to be made good out of the seven

per cent. guarantee of the Imperial Government.

At the close of 1868 the aggregate deficit for eight

years amounted to 120,000l. Since then the affairs

of the line have been every year improving. The

Government shares represent 20,0007 .

The Pernambuco line cost 1,825,000l., being fifty

per cent. over the original estimates upon which

the Government guarantee was given, on a length

of 80 miles . The Imperial Government holds

700,000l. worth of shares. The working expenses

are two-thirds of the gross receipts, and the share-

holders ' dividend chiefly depends on the Govern-

ment guarantee.

There are no fewer than fifteen lesser railways

or branches being constructed, besides numerous

roads, canals, bridges, docks, and other public

works of the most useful description. At the

same time a submarine cable to unite Brazil with

Europe is being contracted for by Baron Manà,

who engages to have it complete before the end of

1874. Another great enterprise is the diversion of

Bolivian trade from the Pacific to the Amazon by

means of Colonel Church's Mamorè and Madera
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Railway, which will connect the settled parts of

Bolivia with the head-waters of the chief affluents

of the Amazon.

But far surpassing all other schemes in magni-

tude is that of importing thousands of Germans

and Englishmen to colonise the splendid provinces

of Rio Grande, San Paulo, Santa Catalina, &c .

Messrs . Crawfurd, Kitts, and Hodgskin have arrived

in Rio Janeyro to arrange for sending out 150,000

English emigrants in batches up to 10,000 yearly.

At the same time contracts have been concluded for

40,000 Germans to San Paulo, 60,000 to Rio

Grande, and other smaller numbers for elsewhere ;

showing that colonisation is now the great aim of

the Brazilian Government.
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I.

PROVINCE OF RIO GRANDE.

Ar the southern extremity of the vast empire of

Brazil we find the rich and favoured province of

Rio Grande do Sul, otherwise called San Pedro,

which, although one of the smallest provinces of

Brazil, is yet three times the size of England, hav-

ing an area of 8,925 square leagues (of 16 square

miles each) , or 142,800 square miles English . Its

situation between the twenty-ninth and thirty-

fourth parallels of south latitude, gives it a finer

and more temperate climate than any other part

of the empire.

It is bounded on the north by the provinces of

St. Catherine's and Parana, on the south by the

republic of Banda Oriental, on the east by the

Atlantic Ocean, and on the west by the Upper

Uruguay, which separates it from the Argentine

Misiones and Corrientes. By the treaty of 1852,
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the frontier with the Oriental Republic was defined

as the mouth of the Chuy on the Atlantic, and the

mouth of the Quareim on the Uruguay. The fron-

tier line had been a constant bone of contention

in the time of Spaniards and Portuguese, and no

fewer than three special commissions, in 1759,

1789, and 1790, were sent to mark the limits on

the part of the two Crowns, and at last agreed to

the mouth ofthe Pepiry-Guassù, which is now the

point of demarcation between the Brazilian and

Argentine territories.

Its greatest measurement from east to west is

500 miles, and from north to south 400 miles . A

range of hills, called the Coxilha Grande, traverses

the country from north to south, forming two water-

sheds, the eastern with an area of 4,325, the west-

ern 4,600 square leagues. At the same time an

equally remarkable bisection of the country is

made by the Serra Geral, running east and west,

all the northern half being high and mountainous,

the southern low but undulating. The Serra

Geral is sometimes called Serra do Mir, and all the

other ranges, Serra Herval, Tapes, Pinhal, San

Javier, are so many ramifications.

The countryis magnificentlywooded and watered,

and the mountain ranges add to its picturesque
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appearance, although no higher than the hills of

Derbyshire. The highest point of the Sierra Geral

is Passo Santa Victoria, 3,200 feet over the sea-

level.

The principal rivers are-the Jacuhy, Gravatahy,

Sinos, Cahy, Guayiba, Camaquan, San Gonzalo,

Yaguaron, Quarahim, Pepiry-Guassù, Ibicuhy,

Upper Uruguay, and tributaries.

The Jacuhy is the most considerable of the four

affluents which form the splendid estuary of Guay-

iba. It rises near Cruz Alta in the Serra Geral,

waters the towns of Cachoeira, Rio Pardo, Santo

Amaro, Triumfo and San Jeronimo, and debouches

in front of Port Alegre : it has often a width of

700 feet, and the current sometimes runs up to

five miles an hour. It is navigable for steamers

to Rio Pardo (120 miles) , and in times of high

water to Cachoeira, 80 miles higher up. Among

its tributaries are-Rio Pardo, which bathes the

Santa Cruz colony ; Taquary, the most rapid

water-course in the province ; and Arroyo dos

Ratos, famous for its coal-fields .

The Gravatahy rises in the Coxilha das Lombas,

and is only navigable about 20 miles, but in high

water, boats go up to Aldea dos Anjos, 30 miles

from the embouchure at Port Alegre.
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The Rio dos Sinos is 120 miles long, from its

head-waters at Pedras Blancas to its mouth, and

takes its name from its sinuous course. It is the

most important river in the province as an indus-

trial highroad, being the great outlet for the pro-

ducts of San Leopoldo and many of the other

colonies. It is navigated by steamers daily, at all

seasons, from Port Alegre to San Leopoldo, 56

miles, and, unless at low water, as far as Mundo

Novo, 60 miles higher.

The Cahy has its head-waters at Cima da Serra,

and runs 120 miles, being navigable for half that

distance, from Port Alegre to Port Guimaraes ;

one of its tributaries , the Cadea, has a waterfall of

730 feet perpendicular near the Herval colonies,

and is navigable some 20 miles up to Hortense-

schneitz. The Marata, which washes the Paricy

and other colonies, is also navigable for lumber-

boats. Several other tributaries water numerous

German colonies in their course .

The majestic Guayiba, formed of the above four

rivers, forms a beautiful estuary or inland sea, in

the midst of which rises the picturesque promon-

tory on which stands Port Alegre, the capital of

Rio Grande. After a course of 35 miles it de-

bouches into Lake Patos, where its mouth is
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guarded by the peaks of Stapoa and Morro da

Formiga.

The Camaquan rises in Santa Tecla hills near

Bagè, and has a rapid course to Lake Patos, de-

bouching by three mouths.

The San Gonzalo is a canal 50 miles long, con-

necting the two great lakes, Mirim and Patos, and

watering the important city of Pelotas. It is the

medium of an active trade with Rio Grande and

the outer world, and the dredging of the bar,

which is now going on, will facilitate its naviga-

tion to vessels of large burthen.
The Arroyo

Pelotas is a tributary navigable for 20 miles, and

the Piratinin, which debouches 35 miles above

the city of Pelotas, is remarkable for a grand

stone bridge recently erected by Government.

The Yaguaron rises in the Serra Asseguà, near

Bagè, and falls into Lake Mirim, after serving for

frontier limit between Brazil and the Republic of

Uruguay. Twenty miles from its mouth is the

important town of Yaguaron.

The Quarahim, or Cuareim, which serves as the

frontier limit with Banda Oriental, is an affluent

of the Upper Uruguay.

The Pepiry-Guassù is the limit between Brazil

and the Misiones of Corrientes, and falls into the
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Uruguay about four miles above the waterfall

known as Salto Grande.

The Ibicuy, which has no fewer than thirty-five

tributaries, debouches into the Uruguay a little

above the town of Uruguayana.

The Uruguay in its entire length has a course

of 1,000 miles, from the Serra do Mar, in the pro-

vince of Sta Catarina, to its confluence with the

Paranà in forming the estuary of La Plata. It

flows for 600 miles through Brazilian territory

until reaching the mouth of the Cuareim : this

portion may be termed the Upper Uruguay, inac-

cessible to vessels unless in great floods, there

being numerous rapids and waterfalls. At Ca-

choeira do Mulato three barriers of rocks are met

with, each about 30 feet high ; at Xapecò the

rapids extend for two miles, and are generally

impassable ; at Fortaleza a wall of rock runs

across the river, and in flood-time the central part

looks exactly like a fortress. But the finest of all

is the Salto Grande, which is 35 feet in height

and 2,500 yards long, running not across the

river but longitudinally, leaving a channel of 45

yards on the left bank : in other words, a river of

700 yards in width is here compressed into this

narrow channel for half a league. A scientific

C
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expedition sent hither in 1863 discovered cylin-

drical cavities in the rocks similar to those men-

tioned by Lyell as found near Norwich in 1839,

and known in France as ' puits naturels.' From

Salto Grande, descending the Uruguay, sundry

small cataracts are met with before reaching the

mouth ofthe Cuareim. In flood-seasons, steamers

of light draught ascend from the River Plate

and Lower Uruguay to the city of Uruguayana,

near the mouth of the Ibicuy. That part of

Misiones traversed by the Uruguay in its earlier

course is mountainous and thickly wooded : at

times, basaltic rocks rise on either side of the

river, which has an average width of from 300 to

500 yards, and runs seven miles an hour. The

first signs of habitation are met with at Passo

Fundo, where there are sugar and yerba factories ,

and here also the muleteers of San Paulo cross

the Uruguay, which is about 35 feet deep. Then

a stretch of 400 miles, through varied scenery, is

wholly uninhabited till reaching the town of San

Borja, opposite to which is the old missionary

village of St. Fomé, in Corrientes. Lower down

are the town of Itaquy and city of Uruguayana.

Besides its great river system, Rio Grande pos-

sesses two immense lakes which are also conve-
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nient high-roads for commerce. Lake Mirim, called

by the Indian and Spanish settlers Mini, is a vast

inland sea 115 miles long by 15 wide, fed by the

rivers Yaguaron, Taquary, and twenty lesser

streams, one-half of which have their rise in the

Banda Oriental, between which country and

Brazil this lake serves as frontier, but its waters

are declared Brazilian territory by the treaty with

Monte Video. Lake Patos, like the former, is at

the same level as the ocean, from which it is only

separated by a strip of low sandy territory, and is

larger than Mirim, its greatest length being 140

miles, and its greatest width 40. The two lakes

communicate by the San Gonzalo river, and the

waters of both form the estuary of Rio Grande,

which runs 50 miles to the sea, washing the sea-

port city of the same name and debouching into

the Atlantic over a dangerous bar. The entire

coast-line of the province is low and sandy, beaten

by the Atlantic, and without any accessible port

or entrance save the dangerous one at the bar.

The geological formation of the country plainly

shows that the coast-line of the Atlantic formerly

followed the Serra do Mar, Itapoa, and the Tapes

and Herval ranges ; the low-lying sandy forma-

tion about Lake Mirim and Rio Grande is more

c 2
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recent. The city of Rio Grande is only 28

inches over sea-level. Geologists might be able

to fix the period at which all this portion of the

country was covered by the Atlantic, from the

fact that oyster-shells have been found at Itapoa

Hill, 14 feet above sea-level. Along the sea-shore

there is a line of dunes, or sand-hills, which shift

their position under the action of the wind. Mr.

Frederick Sellow reports the hill-ranges of Herval

and Tapes to be of primitive formation, and all

the country north and west of basaltic rock, be-

sides transition porphyry in many places, adding

that this is the only part of Brazil where basalt

and porphyry are found, and that geologists for a

long time denied the existence of such formations

east of the Andes. Another geologist, named

Plant, says the mineral wealth of this province

holds out promise of a glorious future. Iron and

coal are found in many places ; the western hill-

ranges are rich in metals ; gold abounds in the

Cuñapiru district near Banda Oriental. At the

same time the forests which cover almost the

entire country, and the navigable rivers in all

directions, offer every incentive to industry, and

present (says Mr. Plant) such a combination of

favourable circumstances as would indicate that
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Providence had destined Rio Grande to play a

conspicuous part in the world's progress. The

minerals are as yet unexplored for the most part,

but two companies have just been formed in

London for the working of the coal-fields of

Candiota and Arroyo dos Ratos, which were first

discovered in 1809, and have at various times.

been worked at intervals. Near the Uruguay and

its affluents are found quantities of agate, cor-

nelian, rock-crystal, opals, &c ., which are ex-

ported to Europe. Councillor Correa Camara

gives a list of minerals found at various places,

which may be summarised thus :-

Gold at Piratiny, Encrusilhada, and San Ga-

briel.

Silver, iron, and granite at Piratiny ; also

nitrate of potash and Glauber salts.

Copper in the Misiones, bordering on Upper

Uruguay, and at Caçapava.

Marble and malachite at Caçapava, Bagè, and

Rio Pardo.

Iron at Encrusilhada, Caçapava, and Cachoeira.

Coal at Candiota, Arroyo Ratos, Curral Alto,

and Cachoeira.

There is little or no trace of volcanic agency in

any part of the province, but the inhabitants of
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Port Alegre say there was a shock of earthquake

in that city in 1811 ; and a water-spout, accom-

panied by a loud report like cannon, occurred at

the mouth of the Jacuhy in 1822 .

In the vegetable kingdom this province is extra-

ordinarily rich. The late distinguished Austrian

botanist, Martins, classified the chiefproducts in his

-work on the Flora ofBrazil. The woods which cover

the Serra Geral and its branches, and which are so

luxuriant in the valleys of the Uruguay, Jacuhy,

Taquary, and other rivers, abound in excellent

timber for building, such as cabriuva, angico, cedar,

guajuvira, timbanba, grapia-punha , açouta- cavallo,

iron-wood, black and brown canella, rose-wood or

jacarandà, ipè ortecoma speciosa, peroba, cambosin,

pinho,tajuba, cangerana, capororoca, sobragy, louro,

caroba, pine, vinhatico, &c . The largest trees belong

to the genus known among botanists as dycotyle-

dons, embracing the various families of urtigacea,

euphorbiacea, laurinea, leguminosa, myrtacea, &c.

In the forests are also met with, in great profusion,

ferns, orchids, bromelia, convulenlacea, aroidea,

bignonia, cipò, paniflora, lichen , liliacea, and an

infinity of creeping plants. Among the brushwood

are shrubs of some estimation, such as araucaria

braziliana, cocus flexuosa, schinus terebinthifolius,
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balsam , agave, bromelia bracteala, malvacea,

apocynea, &c. The medicinal plants are numberless ,

the principal being-quinine, ipecacuanha, rhubarb,

sarsaparilla, cipò mucunà, paraguay tea, poaia, &c.

The fruits ofthe tropics as well as of cold climates

thrive admirably, such as the orange, lime, banana,

apple, pear, fig, Damascus cherry, plum, apricot,

grape , lemon, amygdalus pessica, jaboticadeira,

pitangeira, goyabeira, ananazeiro, marmello,

jambo, arazà, ameixa, amora, melon, gabirova,

cidra, melancia, &c . The cereals and crops com-

prise-maize, mandioca, beans, rice, tobacco,

sugar, cotton, arrowroot, indigo, wheat, barley, flax,

potatoes, linseed, oats, oil-plant, &c. The soil is so

rich as to be inexhaustible, and needs no manure.

Fully one-half the province is still covered with

virgin forest, and in the water-shed of the Uruguay

there is a tract of 40 miles in width by 400 in

length, where the timber is gigantic.

The climate is what an Englishman would con-

sider rather warm, but mild and agreeable compared

to that of India, or even to the temperature of the

northern parts of Brazil. It is not unlike that of

Sicily or Algiers, but probably not so dry, and

proves exceedingly healthy not only to native

Brazilians but to the thousands ofGerman colonists.
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Summer commences with January, autumn with

April, winter with July, and spring with October ;

but the seasons are not so clearly defined as in

Europe, and may be properly divided into the cold

and warm. In the higher lands the cold season is

sometimes accompanied with snow ; and when the

Minuano, or icy wind from the Andes, blows you

will often see a thin coating of ice on the lakes ,

which, however, melts before the noon-day sun.

The month of May is remarkable for what is

termed Veranico de Mayo, which something

resembles the Indian summer of North America.

The coldest months usually are June and July. In

summer the average temperature of the hottest

months, January and February, is 72° at 6 in the

morning, 90° at noon, and 81° at 6 P.M., but it

sometimes touches 95° at noon. In winter it

ranges from 50° at sunrise to 65° at noon, and

60° at sunset. The days vary little in length

all the year round, as is a necessary consequence

of the latitude. The greatest variations of tem-

perature occur usually at 2 in the afternoon and

the same hour in the morning. Fogs are very

common in May and August, lasting till about

11 A.M., and often followed by heavy rain, with

thunder. After the west wind, or Minuano, has
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blown the atmosphere clears up, and frost ensues,

the ice in such elevated points as Cima da Serra

lasting for three or four days. The north- east

wind begins at the close of winter, usually in

October, and lasts till January or even March. It

clears the atmosphere of the miasmas which arise

from the overflowof lakes and rivers in the winter,

and often brings rain and thunder for a couple of

days. The north and nor'west winds bring a rise

of temperature, with rain and thunder. The south

and east winds are unhealthy and variable, the

former sometimes blowing for two or three days

consecutively in winter. The west wind is known

to blow ten or fifteen days without intermission.

The Atlantic sea-board is lashed with frequent

storms. Rainy weather is generally accompanied

with thunder, at all seasons ; hail-storms are rarely

seen.

The naturalist or sportsman would find abun-

dant occupation in this country, the forests,

rivers, and mountains teeming with animal life,

and offering the same rich and varied fauna as

the rest of Brazil, for the most part strange to an

European. Among the larger animals we find

the ape, ounce, wild boar, carpincho or river-hog,

tatù or dasypsus, raposa and guarà of the wild
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dog species, quati or nasua solitaria, tamandua or

myrmecophaga ; among the reptiles, the rattle-

snake, crocodile, surucucu and jararaca snakes, the

latter very deadly, and known as trigono-cepha-

lus, with numbers of frogs and toads. Among

the fishes are-piaba, dourado, bagre, suruby,

trahira, carà, &c. The dourado is of the carp

species, and well known in the River Plate waters ;

in the estuary of Rio Grande are found crabs

and other salt-water fish. The birds are in bound-

less variety, including cardinals, sunbirds, cana-

ries, humming-birds, partridge, duck, turkey, os-

trich, jacù, jacutinga, urubù, gaviao, pintasilgo,

coleiro, prince, sabia, &c. The sunbird is called

by the natives ' urutao,' from a sound which it

makes, and keeps its eyes fixed steadily on the

sun from early morning till sunset ; it is found in

the woods of the Uruguay valley, and is also

known in North America. Among the insects we

find silk-worms, bees, ants , and scorpions. All the

domestic animals of Europe are in great abun-

dance and thrive admirably.

The Indian tribes that were found here by the

Jesuits when the country was first settled were

the Minuanos and Charruas in the lower grounds,

and the Tapes and Coroados in the mountains,
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all of which waged a fierce war with the Portu-

guese until many of the natives were converted

to Christianity, and formed into seven reductions

under Jesuit rule, near the valley of the Uruguay.

After the expulsion of the Jesuits most of the

converted tribes, as elsewhere in South America,

relapsed into barbarism, but there are still numer-

ous vestiges which show the handiwork of the

natives under such masters, and the degree of

advancement they had attained to. At present

the remnants of the above tribes are found in a

savage state among the woods of the Serra Geral

or the Uruguay, from which they sometimes make

incursions on the nearest farm or settlement ; or

else you may see a few scattered groups of ' civi-

lised Indians ' in the villages of Nonohay and San

Nicolao. The number of aborigines is not known,

but is relatively small . A census taken in 1814

showed the Indian population of the seven missions

of Uruguay to be as follows :-:-

San Miguel

Population

founded in 1632 706

San Luis Gonzaga 39 99 1,412

San Nicolao 162729 • 1,545

San Francisco Borja 1690 1,42499

San Lorenzo 1691 434

San Juan Baptista 1698 55499

San Anjo 1707 320""

6,395
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When the inhabitants of these missions were

subsequently scattered, the Government tried to

form new reductions with Franciscan and other

friars, but their success was very different from

that ofthe Jesuits.

In 1860 there were six Indian villages , San Vi-

cente, San Nicolao, Nonohay, Sta Isabel, Guarita,

and Pontam,with an aggregate population of 2,107 .

At present there are only two, Nonohay and San

Nicolao, and the inhabitants are described as

naked, filthy, and squalid ; the first has 590, the

second 212 inhabitants. The unreduced savages

of Serra Geral occasionally give annoyance to the

colonists ; in 1867 they murdered a German

family, and carried off some children. The Co-

roados are one of the most savage tribes met with

in Brazil, and are supposed to be descended from

an ancient powerful tribe known as Goytakazes.

Some of the earliest Portuguese settlers came into

Rio Grande in 1680 from the neighbouring settle-

ments of San Paulo and San Vicente. The

character of the present inhabitants is observed to

partake much of the Spanish nature, owing to

the proximity of this province to the dominions.

that belonged to the crown of Spain.

The first census taken was in 1803, by Governor
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Paulo Da Silva Gama, at the direction of the

Portuguese Cabinet, and it showed 36,721 in-

habitants, without including infants under twelve

months, the troops of the line, and about 4,000

peons who had no fixed residence, but went about

from one saladero to another : the returns were

thus ::-

Port Alegre

Viamao .

Triumpho

Dos Anjos

Rio Grande

Estreito

Mostardas

Villa Principe

Sant Amaro

Taquary

. 3,927

2,065

3,037

2,718

• 8,390

• 1,713

• 1,187

• 3,739

1,661

916

Cachoeira

San Antonio .

Vaccaria

Arroyo

3,283

2,199

815

• 1,041

In 1814 the population was found to be 70,656,

made up in this manner :-

Whites

Slaves

Indians

Free coloured people

Infants under a year

32,300

20,611

8,655

5,399

3,691

70,656

During the following thirty years it doubled,

but the increase was still more rapid after the
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close of the ten years' civil war ; and, in Dec.

1862, the return showed 392,725, of whom 77,419

were slaves, or one-fifth of the total population.

The districts were as follows :-

Port Alegre

San Antonio

Rio Pardo

Caçapava

----

Free Slaves

77,872 17,924

25,875 5,333

30,385 9,467

15,231 3,285

Bagè 16,316 5,837

Alegrete 20,304 4,564

Cruz Alta 39,114 5,976

San Borja 17,272 2,396

Piratiny . 24,846 11,266

Rio Grande 41,969 11,371

Army, &c. 6,122 -

315,306 77,419

If we allow an increase of twenty-five per cent.

for the past decade it would give the present

population of the province at 500,000 souls, which

is rather under than over what I believe is the

reality. It is more than the Republic of Uru-

guay can boast, and about the same as the popu-

lation of the province of Buenos Ayres. The troops

of the line in the various cities and frontier posts

usually number 4,000 men. The national guards

comprise 26,000 cavalry, 17,000 infantry, and a

small battery of artillery.

The favourite occupation of the native inhabit-
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ants is raising cattle, the first estancias having

been marked out in 1715, when Juan de Magal-

haes came hither with a band of adventurers by

order of the Governor of Santa Catharina. The

killing of cattle for the exportation of hides and

jerked beef also gives employment to thousands

ofpersons in the various charqueadas or saladeros

at Pelotas and elsewhere. Agriculture is almost

exclusively left to the German colonists, who

number about 80,000 souls , spread over forty-two

colonies, chiefly in the valleys of Jacuhy, Sinos ,

Cahy, and Taquary. A large number of native

Brazilians devote themselves to the raising of

yerba-màte in the forests of the north and centre.

Others act as boatmen and carriers on the nu-

merous rivers, bringing down lumber and produce.

Mining industry is in its infancy ; some trifling

gold-washings at Sant Antonio das Lavras, and

the coal-fields of Candiota and Arroyo dcs Ratos.

Official papers show that a concession for digging

coal was taken out so far back as 1809 ; the

industry is now being renewed simultaneously at

both the above places, and a railroad, eight miles

long, will connect San Jeronimo with the Arroyo

dos Ratos coal-fields. There are three shafts from

180 to 200 feet deep, and it is estimated the coal-
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deposits amount to 7,000,000 tons. The forests

are being turned to good account by the estab-

lishment of numerous steam saw-mills on the

estates of wealthy proprietors.

The great drawback is the want of roads, which

paralyses the industry of the colonists, although

they supply potatoes, butter, cheese, maize, farinha,

&c. , to Port Alegre and Rio Grande, and even

export large quantities to Rio Janeyro and other

distant ports. The rivers in some cases supply

the want of roads ; thus the Jacuhy offers 200

miles of easy traffic for the towns of Rio Pardo,

Cachoeira, San Jeronymo, and Port Alegre. The

last-named place being the centre of the fluvial

system and capital of the province, it is proposed

to draw hence three great highways ; one by

the Jacuhy valley to San Barja on the Uruguay ;

another from Port Alegre to the seaport of Des-

terro, which is the capital of Santa Catharina ;

a third by the Taquary or Cahy valleys to Cima da

Serra. The river highways are navigable for

steamers as follows-

Rio Grande

San Gonzalo

Lake Mirim

Jaguaron .

Lake Patos

Miles

40

48

96

20

144
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Guayba

Jacuhy

Taquary

Cahy

Sinos

Maquine .

Cadea

Gravatahy

Pelotas

Piratinin .

Uruguay

Miles

36

192

24

60

56

44

20

20

20

24

336

There are three steamboat companies on the line

between Rio Grande and Port Alegre, a distance of

240 miles ; two plying between Rio Grande and

Monte Video : two of Lamport and Holt's steamers

every month to Rio Janeyro ; and a multitude of

small steamboats on the rivers above enumerated.

The various cities, towns, and villages of the

province, with the date of foundation and present

number of inhabitants, are as follow:-

A.D. Inhabitants

San Borja . 1698 2,000

Viamao 1741 400

Rio Grande 1737 18,000

Concepcion do Arroyo 1742 700

Sant Antonio da Patrulha 1760 1,000

Rio Pardo . 1769 2,000

Port Alegre

Caxoeira

Taquary

Triumpho •

Encrucilhada

1772 40,000

1779 2,000

1795 2,000

1795 1,500

1799 1,500

D
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A.D. Inhabitants

Piratiny 1810 1,800

Bagè . 1812 2,500

Pelotas 1812 13,000

Cangussu 1812 1,800

San Josè do Norte 1820 800

San Leopoldo 1824 3,000

Camaquam 1833 1,200

San Gabriel 1837 1,800

Cruz Alta . 1834 3,000

Bocca do Monte . 1837 1,000

Caçapava . 1833 1,500

Baumschneitz 1838 1,000

San Patrico de Itaquy 1837 1,500

Yaguaron . 1846 6,000

Uruguayana 1846 3,000

Alegrete 1846 2,500

Passo Fundo 1847 200

Sant Ana do Livramento 1848• 1,000

San Jeronymo 1851 1,000

The more important of these towns will be fully

described in subsequent chapters . They are well

provided with churches, hospitals, schools, and

other public institutions . The Bishop of Port

Alegre is diocesan of the province, which is divided

into seventy-five parishes. There are 168 public

schools, and ninety-two private ones, which are

attended by 11,932 children, two-thirds boys. The

hospitals and orphan asylums claim the admiration

ofstrangers : at Port Alegre there are five hospitals,

including the French, German, and Portuguese ;

the latter have also hospitals at Rio Grande and

Pelotas. There are four fine establishments for
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orphan girls at Port Alegre, including that of the

Sisters of Charity ; and another is at Pelotas.

Besides the State bank at Port Alegre and the

Bank of Brazil and English Bank at Rio Grande,

there are branches of the Mauá Bank at Rio

Grande, Port Alegre, Pelotas and Bagè. Baron

Mauá is a native of this province, and has laboured

much for its advancement.

The revenue and expenditure of the province are

small, say a dollar a-head, or one-fourth of what

the provincial budget of B. Ayres amounts to ,

with an equal population. The revenue averages

110,000l. per annum, showing a small surplus each

year,
viz.

President and staff

Provincial legislature

Bishop and clergy

Schools

£3,500

3,500

800

17,500

Police 13,500

Collection of taxes 15,000

Emigrant subsidies 5,000

Conversion of Indians 600

Half-pay servants 2,000

Orphan asylums 2,000

Hospitals 4,500

Arsenal boys 800

Subsidies, & c. 14,000

Interest on public debt 11,000

Sundries 8,000·

Surplus 8,300

110,000

D 2
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The Imperial revenue derived from the Custom-

houses of Rio Grande at Port Alegre averages

350,000l. per annum, of which two-thirds from

import duties, one-sixth from export, and the rest

from other taxes.

The trade with England, Hamburg, and the

United States is considerable : the value of

imported merchandise is about 600,000l . , of which

one-third is from England, an almost equal ratio

from Hamburg, and the rest from France, United

States, and River Plate. The value of exports may

be put down at 750,000l., of which one-half is to

England, one-fifth to the United States, the rest to

France, Portugal, and La Plata.

This does not include the coasting traffic with

Rio Janeyro, Pernambuco, Bahia, and other ports

of the Empire, which is quite equal to the whole of

the direct foreign trade. The exports to foreign

countries consist almost exclusively of hides.

The exports to other parts of Brazil are largely made

up of cereals from the German colonies . The port of

Rio Grande represents two-thirds of the total trade

of the province, and Port Alegre one-fifth , the only

other market of any magnitude being Uruguayana.

The first-named despatches yearly a million hides,

and from 30,000 to 40,000 tons of dried beef. The
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Capitania returns show that one-third of the ton-

nage is British, one-tenth Brazilian, and a like.

ratio corresponding to each of the three flags,

German, Dutch, and Portuguese.

Rio Grande was the first seat of government,

and was founded by Governor Silva Paes of

Rio Janeyro, in 1737, who remained here two years

and was succeeded by four governors, till 1763, when

Rio Grande was invaded by Ceballos, and the seat

ofgovernment removed to the village of Viamao in

the interior, near where Port Alegre now stands.

Four governors ruled at Viamao in the short in-

terval of ten years, one of these being Colonel

Sepulvedo, who was banished from Portugal for

having killed a foreign officer in a duel and con-

demned to serve in Brazil under the assumed name

of Marcelino Figueiredo, but at last obtained per-

mission to return to Portugal, and died governor of

Tras-os-Montes, in 1808 : he was the first governor

at Port Alegre, having removed the seat of power

thither in 1773. Eight governors sat at Port

Alegre, from General Camera, who annexed

Misiones in 1780, to Brigadier Daun (now Duke

of Saldanha in Portugal) , who refused to acknow-

ledge the independence of Brazil and was expelled

in 1822. Since then the province has been ruled by
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A.D. Inhabitants

Piratiny 1810 1,800

Bagè . 1812 2,500

Pelotas 1812 13,000

Cangussu 1812 1,800

San Josè do Norte 1820. 800

San Leopoldo 1824· 3,000

Camaquam

San Gabriel

1833 1,200

1837· 1,800

Cruz Alta . 1834 3,000

Bocca do Monte . • 1837 1,000

Caçapava .

Baumschneitz

1833 1,500

1838 1,000

San Patrico de Itaquy 1837. 1,500

Yaguaron . 1846 6,000

Uruguayana

Alegrete

Passo Fundo

Sant Ana do Livramento

San Jeronymo

1846 3,000

1846 2,500

1847 200

1848 1,000

1851 1,000

The more important of these towns will be fully

described in subsequent chapters . They are well

provided with churches, hospitals, schools , and

other public institutions . The Bishop of Port

Alegre is diocesan of the province, which is divided

into seventy-five parishes . There are 168 public

schools, and ninety-two private ones, which are

attended by 11,932 children, two-thirds boys. The

hospitals and orphan asylums claim the admiration

ofstrangers : at Port Alegre there are five hospitals,

including the French, German, and Portuguese ;

the latter have also hospitals at Rio Grande and

Pelotas. There are four fine establishments for
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orphan girls at Port Alegre, including that of the

Sisters of Charity ; and another is at Pelotas.

Besides the State bank at Port Alegre and the

Bank of Brazil and English Bank at Rio Grande,

there are branches of the Mauá Bank at Rio

Grande, Port Alegre, Pelotas and Bagè. Baron

Mauá is a native of this province, and has laboured

much for its advancement.

The revenue and expenditure of the province are

small, say a dollar a-head, or one-fourth of what

the provincial budget of B. Ayres amounts to,

with an equal population. The revenue averages

110,000l. per annum, showing a small surplus each

year, viz. :-

President and staff

Provincial legislature

Bishop and clergy

Schools

£3,500

3,500

800

17,500

Police 13,500

Collection of taxes 15,000

Emigrant subsidies 5,000

Conversion of Indians 600

Half-pay servants 2,000

Orphan asylums 2,000

Hospitals . 4,500

Arsenal boys 800

Subsidies, &c. 14,000

Interest on public debt 11,000

Sundries 8,000

Surplus 8,300

110,000

D 2
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The Imperial revenue derived from the Custom-

houses of Rio Grande at Port Alegre averages

350,000l. per annum, of which two-thirds from

import duties, one-sixth from export, and the rest

from other taxes .

The trade with England, Hamburg, and the

United States is considerable : the value of

imported merchandise is about 600,000l . , of which

one-third is from England, an almost equal ratio

from Hamburg, and the rest from France, United

States, and River Plate. The value of exports may

be put down at 750,000l. , of which one-half is to

England, one-fifth to the United States, the rest to

France, Portugal, and La Plata.

This does not include the coasting traffic with

Rio Janeyro, Pernambuco, Bahia, and other ports

of the Empire, which is quite equal to the whole of

the direct foreign trade. The exports to foreign

countries consist almost exclusively of hides.

The exports to other parts of Brazil are largely made

up of cereals from the German colonies. The port of

Rio Grande represents two-thirds of the total trade

of the province, and Port Alegre one-fifth , the only

other market of any magnitude being Uruguayana.

The first-named despatches yearly a million hides,

and from 30,000 to 40,000 tons of dried beef. The
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Capitania returns show that one-third of the ton-

nage is British, one-tenth Brazilian, and a like

ratio corresponding to each of the three flags ,

German, Dutch, and Portuguese.

Rio Grande was the first seat of government,

and was founded by Governor Silva Paes of

Rio Janeyro, in 1737, who remained here two years

and was succeeded by four governors, till 1763, when

Rio Grande was invaded by Ceballos, and the seat

ofgovernment removed to the village of Viamao in

the interior, near where Port Alegre now stands.

Four governors ruled at Viamao in the short in-

terval of ten years, one of these being Colonel

Sepulvedo, who was banished from Portugal for

having killed a foreign officer in a duel and con-

demned to serve in Brazil underthe assumed name

of Marcelino Figueiredo, but at last obtained per-

mission to return to Portugal, anddied governor of

Tras-os-Montes, in 1808 : he was the first governor

at Port Alegre, having removed the seat of power

thither in 1773. Eight governors sat at Port

Alegre, from General Camera, who annexed

Misiones in 1780, to Brigadier Daun (now Duke

of Saldanha in Portugal) , who refused to acknow-

ledge the independence of Brazil and was expelled

in 1822. Since then the province has been ruled by
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forty-two presidents, from Viscount San eopoldo

to the present enlightened statesman, Homem de

Mello : the only interruption was in 1835, when

the civil war broke out, and President Fernandes

Braga removed the seat of government to Rio

Grande, while Vice-President Pereyra Ribeyro

assumed power at Port Alegre. The actual

President has been a staunch supporter of Viscount

Rio Branco in the abolition of slavery, and his

programme ofgovernment is-railways and immi-

gration.
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II.

CITY OF RIO GRANDE.

Rio Grande, November 13 , 1871 .

THE Camoens ' entered port early this morning,

and I found the city in unusual bustle owing to

the inauguration of the Gas-works. Whatever

side you turn you meet English engineers, some

belonging to the water-works, some to the gas

company, some to the Pelotas Dredge, some to

the Government enterprise for deepening the Rio

Grande bar : and as a natural consequence every

stranger is immediately put down for an engineer.

I have been asked more than once if I am for the

Gas or the Water-works, and have not yet made

up my mind which. The hotels are so crowded

with English engineers that I should have been

compelled to take up my quarters in a cockloft

over M. Pascal's kitchen, had not a hospitable

countryman received me with open arms and pre-

sented me with the freedom of his house.
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Rio Grande at first sight is a poor-looking place,

the approach for several miles from the bar being

an interminable vista of sand-hills. It is a port of

considerable trade, vessels of 250 tons coming to

moorings alongside the shore : here you see the

black peons shipping hides for England, yonder

they are discharging Chilian flour from M. Video ;

some of these negroes are slaves, others are free

and possess much money, but all are happy, good-

humoured-looking fellows.

The streets are clean, irregular, well paved, and

lined with houses in the Brazilian style, some four

or five stories high, the fronts decorated with blue

and white porcelain tiles , which saves one's eyes

from the dreadful glare of Spanish whitewashed

towns. The interior of the better class of houses

reminds one of European comfort, but the most

striking feature is the spacious dimensions of the

rooms, which have, moreover, numerous windows,

and are delightfully cool and agreeable. The

house of Proudfoot & Co. is one of the best, situ-

ated in the Rua Pedro II. , or main street ; and

close by is a handsome square building (with shops

in the lower story) which cost 30,000l. sterling,

and was erected last year.

Nearly in front of the Custom-house is the shop



CITY OF RIO GRANDE. 41

of Messrs. Halliwell, chemists and druggists, a

favourite rendezvous of strangers. The Foreign

Club, with many-windowed saloons of vast size

and cool temperature, looks out upon the port and

lake, commanding a view of the fertile Ilha dos

Marinheiros and the aquatic suburb of San José

do Norte. The fruit market, as in most Brazilian

towns, is well worth a visit, having abundance of

fruit, vegetables, fish, &c. , from Marineros Island ;

the market-people are mostly coloured, and one old

woman is said to be owner of six slaves of her

own colour ; there are rows of trees through the

market which give it a pleasant look. The

plazas and some of the streets are also planted .

Near the chief square is the Town-hall, a quad-

rangular building, where the municipal fathers

meet ; also the printing office of ' Echo do Sul,'

one of the principal morning papers. This small

city of 17,000 inhabitants boasts five daily papers.

There is a little theatre called ' 7 de Setiembre,'

in honour of the anniversary of Brazilian Inde-

pendence. But the finest edifice is the hospital,

which is large enough for a city like Buenos

Ayres. It is admirable how much the Brazilians

excel in their situations for the relief of suffer-

ing humanity. The churches are small, and the
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three I have seen possess nothing artistic or

notable.

The police and public officials are courteous, res-

pectable, and well dressed . In fact, at every turn

you see the signs of healthy administration and

good government ; although I cannot omit to men-

tion that the custom-house officers left us waiting

half an hour in the sun, because the Vista ' was

at his breakfast. The hotels are small and un-

comfortable, but the cuisine is good ; charges

reasonable, ventilation imperfect.

Notwithstanding the sand-hills round the town,

the temperature is generally cool, owing to the

almost daily sea-breeze ; and in winter the cold is

said to be intense. A few miles inland there is

luxuriant vegetation. Mr. Crawford's quinta of

Arrial, nine miles distant, reminds one of the

shady avenues of Aranjuez, in the desert plateau

of Old Castile ; it produced last season 100,000

oranges.

Numerous steamers ply to Pelotas , Porto Alegre,

Yaguaron, and other ports of Lakes Patos and

Merim: the finest is the ' Guayiba' (in which I leave

to-day for Porto Alegre), which was built in the

Clyde for Messrs. Proudfoot & Co., the great Eng-

lish house wherewith the trade and progress of
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Rio Grande is identified . There are also two lines

of steamers connecting this city with the ocean

ports of Brazil and La Plata. Nothing can surpass

the elegant accommodation of Messrs. Lamport &

Holt's coasting steamers ' Calderon ' and 'Camoens ,'

built specially for this trade, and carrying the

Brazilian flag as mail steamers of the imperial

service. During the six months they have been

running, they have never yet lost a day by the

Rio Grande bar, which was often so formidable to

the old line of steamers as to keep them a week

inside or out at sea before they durst venture over

it. This bar is a great obstacle, but the Provincial

Legislature is desirous of removing it. Tug-boats

are kept in constant service ; and once inside the

bar, the port is sheltered and secure for shipping.

The principal trade is in the hands of English

or Germans, but the native merchants are also

intelligent, active, and well educated, some of them

speaking English as fluently as ourselves, although

most ofthem have never been outside the bar of

Rio Grande. This province has produced some

very remarkable men ; Baron Mauá, father of Bra-

zilian steam-navigation, was born near Pelotas ;

Marshal Osorio, the preux chevalier of the empire,

comes from the same locality ; and the present
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military governor of the city, General Salustiano,

gained much distinction in the recent campaign.

There are two banks, those of Mauá & Co. ,

which has its branches all over Brazil and the

River Plate, and the London and Brazilian, estab-

lished some four years ago. There are many

wealthy capitalists here, and money is held as

cheap as in the River Plate ; the currency is

almost exclusively paper, at a discount of ten per

cent. , which may be regarded as the fixed rate.

Interest rules about twelve per cent. per annum,

but some people prefer building for an invest-

ment.

The place will be much improved when it pos-

sesses water-supply and gas. The contractors,

Messrs. Upward & Illingworth, who arrived here

some four months ago, representing the San

Pedro Brazilian Gas Company (limited) , made the

preliminary arrangements with the promptitude

characteristic of our countrymen, and the streets

were opened to-day at noon in front of the Cus-

tom-house to put down the first pipes. The

municipal and other authorities were present,

besides a large number of citizens, the editors of

the local papers, and the chief English and Ger-

man residents . General Salustiano , Colonel Ran-
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gel, and the staff- officers of the garrison were in

full uniform, the 7th battalion of the Line form-

ing a guard of honour, and the military band

playing national airs. An Irish sub-contractor

with a gang of workmen deposited the pipes, and

Mr. Upward advancing, presented a silver mallet

to Don Francisco Jose Cunha, mayor of the city,

who gave the pipes two strokes with the mallet

and declared the works duly begun.

Mr. Upward addressed the Mayor in English as

follows :-

'Most worshipful mayor and city councillors of

Rio Grande, right worthy representatives of this

flourishing population, I come on behalf of the

San Pedro Brazilian Gas Company to congratu-

late you on this happy occasion of laying down

the first pipes to light your city with gas. I trust

that before long, your streets, squares, and build-

ings will be illuminated , and that this great im-

provement will be, as it is elsewhere, the fore-

runner of such additional comfort and progress as

to insure the prosperity and advancement of Rio

Grande. The directors will spare no efforts in

the matter, counting on the decided assistance of

the Brazilian Government.'

The Mayor replied- Illustrious Senhor Up-
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ward, I salute you as the distinguished engineer

of the San Pedro Gas Company. The town

council accept your invitation with pleasure, to

assist at the inauguration of these works under

your able direction, and all my fellow-citizens

rejoice with me at the prospect of so great an

improvement as lighting our town with gas. May

Divine Providence protect the company and pour

his choicest blessings on this our native city ! '

Cheers of Long live Dom Pedro,' ' Viva Brazil ,'

Viva la Compagnia Ingleza, ' &c. rent the air,

simultaneous with rockets and strains of martial

music, amid which the meeting dispersed, and

some of the English strangers remarked that it

looked irresistibly ludicrous to see so many um-

brellas on a fine sunny day ; but the heat is

already sufficient to call for such shelter. In the

afternoon Mr. Upward left by mail-steamer

'Camoens ' for Rio Janeyro en route for Europe,

and was accompanied aboard by the most of the

leading citizens, Mr. Consul Callendar, and others.

I had the pleasure of making the acquaintance of

the Consul, who is much esteemed here, and of

most of the foreign residents .

The city of Rio Grande has little attraction for

an idle visitor, but is the chief commercial em-
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porium in these waters. I am told that Port

Alegre, 20 hours or 180 miles distant by water, is

a terrestrial paradise, in the midst of the most

delightful scenery ; it has a larger population

than this city, and is the residence of the chief

authorities as well as of numerous German mer-

chants.

Before closing my remarks on Rio Grande, I

may observe that the place is proverbially healthy.

Last evening I visited the English and native

cemeteries, and chanced to meet the Town Clerk,

Mr. Saa, a polished gentleman, who speaks Eng-

lish fluently, and who assures me that often a day

or two passes without a single interment, al-

though the average mortality for a place of 17,000

souls might be expected to range at 12 weekly.

The only English names I noticed were Mr.

Thomas Messiter, who died in 1860, aged 68

years, and Mr. Wm. M'Crae in 1862, aged 39

years. Both cemeteries are well kept. The land

side of the city is protected by a strong wall with

bastions and demi-lunes pierced by two gates, but

in some places the sand has risen to a level with

the top of the battlements. Wild dogs burrow in

the sand and live there.

Beturning from the cemetery you pass the bar-



48 RIO GRANDE DO SUL .

rack, which holds 300 cavalry, and the Portu-

guese Hospital of Beneficencia. The Caridad,

or city hospital, is a massive structure on the

water's edge, of which I have already spoken.

There are three public and as many private

schools, but many people send their children to

be educated at Rio Janeyro or elsewhere .

Strangers coming to Rio Grande should procure

a letter of introduction to Messrs . Proudfoot &

Co. as their best passport, for under the protec-

tion of Mr. Crawford they can be wanting in

neither advice nor assistance.
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III.

RIO GRANDE TO PORT ALEGRE.

THE immense inland sea known as Lagoa dos

Patos, nearly 200 miles across, is navigated by

numerous steamers plying between Rio Grande,

Pelotas, Port Alegre, Yaguaron, and other ports

of the interior. The chief trade is between Rio

Grande and Port Alegre, which maintains three

lines of steamers, affording bi-weekly communica-

tion. I took my passage in the Guayiba,' the

finest vessel in these waters. We had over forty

first-class passengers, and the accommodations

were admirable, but the fare (twenty-five milreis

or fifty shillings) seemed to me very high, and I

am not surprised to hear that she has already

given a handsome dividend . The engines are on

the compound system of high and low pressure,

burning only about four tons of coal daily.

We left our moorings at the company's wharf at

twelve o'clock sharp, and as we bent away north-

E
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wards by a circuitous route to avoid sand-banks,

a slight shower of rain fell, which served with the

light sea-breeze to cool the atmosphere. On the

north shore, right in front of Rio Grande, is Mr.

Proudfoot's farm of Coqueruto, where he made

several efforts to plant cotton some seven or eight

years ago, laying down considerable tracts of land,

and putting up cotton-jins and machinery ; but

although the soil seemed suitable and the plants

came up healthy and vigorous, they would not

ripen in season, and the scheme had to be aban-

doned. The farm is now used for growing mar-

ket produce, and managed by a Scotchman. Mr.

Proudfoot has two other farms in the neighbour-

hood ; in fact, wherever you turn you hear or see

evident signs of the energy and enterprise of this

representative man, one of the earliest foreigners

who developed the resources of this part of Brazil,

and who even now, while enjoying the fruits of a

princely fortune in his native hills of Scotland,

has his attention so fixed upon the progress of

these countries, that every year he embarks in

some new enterprise of steam-boats, telegraphs,

railways, gas, &c. , to aid in the march of pro-

gress.

The desolate hamlet of San José de Norte is
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half buried in the sand-hills facing the port of

Rio Grande, and sailing-boats make the run

across in half an hour. We pass near enough to

see that most of the houses appear untenanted ,

except some on the beach, one of which bears

the legend, English ship store.' A good-sized

church is in the background, but some day I fear

a sand-slip will overthrow the place . One of the

passengers remarks that these arid sands and

white houses remind him of Suez, which is about

the most inhospitable place known ; yet we are

told that half an hour's ride from San José takes

you into a pleasant country where there is plenty

of shooting, and here and there a chacra or farm-

house.

Passing a lighthouse and some cottages, we

enter the Lagoa dos Patos, and see a magnificent

sheet of fresh water without other land on the

horizon than the Sierras of Pelotas. At the foot

of those hills an Irish colony was established some

twenty years ago, but it proved a failure ; whether

owing to the country, or the colonists themselves,

I will not venture to say. Some of the settlers

remained only a few months, alleging that they

could not eat ' sawdust,' as they called the fariña ;

others removed to Buenos Ayres after a trial of

E 2
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one or two seasons, and a stray vestige of the

colony alone remains.

Our passengers on board are mostly Germans,

for Port Alegre is in a manner a German settle-

ment, the first colony having been fixed there in

1825, and now there are 60,000 Germans in the

province. They never think of returning to

Europe, but become, like the Irish in North

America and Buenos Ayres, permanent settlers in

their adopted home. Still they preserve the

warmest recollections of the Fatherland, and in

ianguage, sentiment, and traditions are as true

to their native country as if only travellers in a

strange land. As the sun was setting behind the

Pelotas range, one of the passengers struck up

the 'Wacht am Rhein,' and the broad waters of

the lake echoed to the chorus-

Fest steht und treu

Die Wacht am Rhein.

Memories of the Fatherland, traditions of the

Rhine, stories from the recent battle-fields whiled

away the hours of twilight, and the ' young May

moon was far on her midnight course ere we

retired to sleep. Before sunrise I was again on

deck to see the panorama of Itapoa, where the

,
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estuary of Guayiba communicates with the great

lake . Hills covered with forest come down on

either side, leaving only a narrow channel, where

the lighthouse of Itapoa stands. To the left is

the rounded promontory of Barba Negra, where

the old lighthouse stood. I may observe that the

coasts of this lake have several lighthouses, and

some of the narrow channels are regularly

buoyed.

The Guayiba estuary is formed of four rivers-

the Tacahuy, Lacuhy, Sinos, and Gravitahy ; the

whole, as seen from a neighbouring hill, resemble

a man's hand, for which it is called Viamao.

Nothing can be imagined more picturesque and

delightful than the ranges of wooded hills sur-

rounding this second lake, the banks of which are

lined with farms and country-houses nestling in

luxuriant foliage, and the shadows thrown by the

clouds chase each other from hill to hill, while

the alternations of light and dark green, the

murmur of waters gently breaking on the shore,

and the distant view of Port Alegre crowning

yonder hill, form a picture full of charm and

varied attraction. Arriving within cannon-shot,

we reach Pedras Blancas, where the powder-maga-

zine is kept, an island of immense loose stones,
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piled one on another so fantastically, that you

would fancy a person could push some of them

down, though weighing several tons each. The

city and port now unfold themselves before us in

a picture of surpassing loveliness .
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IV.

PORT ALEGRE.

NONE can have an idea what a paradise this place

is. I have never seen anything so charming as

the scenery by land and water all around.

On Wednesday we rode out by Baron D'Ornano's

villa to a hill commanding the plain of Viamon,

Sierras, and the wood of Matto-grosso ; and yester-

day Mr. Coulborn, contractor for dredges, &c. ,

took us in his steam-launch up the Jacuhy.

To-morrow there is another excursion fifty

miles by water, and on Tuesday we start for the

Colonies ; the nearest, San Leopoldo, is forty

miles distant, and Messrs. Smith, Sawers, Turner,

&c. , are now making the railway from this city.

Port Alegre is a thriving place, and since the

invasion by English engineers within the last

few months the change is marvellous. The gas-

works were inaugurated last week, and when the
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railway and other works are completed, it will go

ahead very fast. A concession is granted for a

railway hence to Sta. Catalina (200 miles) , to have

a new and better port than Rio Grande.

This city has double the population of Rio

Grande, probably 40,000 inhabitants, several fine

shops, a splendid theatre, treasury, townhall,

arsenal, college, &c. The Brazilian and Portu-

guese hospitals, German clubs, cathedral, plazas,

&c. are also very fine. The water supply is

admirable ; fountains play in the streets, and

every house has pipe-water service, by mains

brought six miles from the mountains, and laid

down in 1805 by a French contractor. The con-

cessionaire of the gas is Baron D'Ornano, a

Corsican related to the Bonaparte and Colonna

families, and late French Consul here, who sold

his concession in London. Delightful country-

houses surround the city, the finest being those of

Sor. Inocencio, manager of the Mauá Bank, Sor.

Lisboa, an army contractor, Baron Gravitahy

(whose house was the emperor's residence during

his stay here), and numerous others.

Messrs. Gardner Brothers have established a

foundry where they make saw-mills, coffee-mills,
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&c., for the fazendas in the interior. Messrs.

Armishaw have a large English house of business,

and the other residents are Messrs. Dillon,

Thompson, Maguire, &c.

The wonder of the province are the German

colonies, summing up 60,000 people, who have

converted virgin forests into waving corn-fields,

interspersed with neat farm-houses and all the

appliances of agricultural life : the first, San

Leopoldo, was founded in 1825, and there are

now many similar ; there are three newspapers

published in German, and the advancement of the

country is mainly due to these industrious settlers.

Even the negroes often talk German ; in fact it is

a German principality in the heart of the Brazilian

Empire.

The Rio Grandenses are the nicest Brazilians

I have met with, very kind and obliging to

strangers, many of them talking English and

French fluently. The signs of good government

and administration are visible on all sides ; the

arsenal, city prison, &c. resemble what you would

look for in England.

But that the steamer goes to-day I could write

whole pages about this interesting and delightful
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place. In my excursions on horseback or steamer,

Messrs . Coulborn, MacGinity, Armishaw, Archer,

&c. have kindly promised to accompany me. Mr.

Coulborn is M.A. of Oxford. I have been ex-

ceedingly fortunate to fall in with such pleasant

companions.
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V.

THE SUBURBS OF PORT ALEGRE.

EXCURSIONS by land or water in the vicinity of

this city reveal such a variety of enchanting

scenery that one might spend months here with-

out satiety, visiting every day some new point of

beauty, for the panorama of Port Alegre is like

a kaleidoscope with so many changes of lovely

vistas. Last Wednesday I rode out with some

friends towards the Caixa de Agua or reservoir,

a few miles from town. The moment we passed

the Caridad Hospital we got a view of the

Guayiba valley and lake, and the splendid wood-

land scenery stretching away to Dos Irmaos and

San Leopoldo. The country-houses in the out-

skirts are surrounded with gardens and orange-

groves. The roads are good, but sometimes steep,

with hedgerows on either side as in England.

Green lanes, park-like wood and meadow, mur-

muring streams, tall palms, and at intervals a
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wood-cutter's rude waggon or a troop of mules

from the mountain ; these are the characteristics

of the country, but now and then you instinctively

halt your horse to gaze upon the lovely landscape,

in which the five rivers, like bands of silver,

intersect the wooded valleys and enhance the

tropical vegetation around.

The sun was setting as we gained the ridge

overlooking Matto-Grosso, a thick forest which

was much infested with robbers a dozen years

ago. Returning towards the city we passed the

country-houses of sundry noble families, and

alighted at that of Baron D'Ornano, a Corsican,

who received us with great courtesy : the Baron

is a good linguist and speaks in high terms of

the scenery and natural resources of this pro-

vince, all of which he has travelled over during a

residence of fifteen years. He showed us the

records of his family for 1,200 years, and added

that the long line ended with himself : he lives

in an unfinished chateau that looks like the

Castle of Otranto, some rude boards answering

for the hall-door ; and the chapel wing being

used for out-offices : the owner died before finish-

ing the structure and left his family but scanty

The ball-room and dining-hall areresources.
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splendid apartments, and from the turrets is

obtained an extensive view. The Baron lives

with a few servants and a little blue-eyed boy

whom he has adopted.

On Thursday Mr. Coulborn invited me with a

few other friends to an excursion in his little

steam-yacht up the River Dos Sinos. The day

was fine, with a cool breeze over the lake, and as

we awoke the echoes of the Guayiba we had

occasion to admire a long coast-line of elegant

country-houses, among which that of Sor. Lisboa,

a contractor during the late war, was remarkable

for architectural taste. The line of railway to

San Leopoldo and New Hamburg will run along

this coast-line. Yonder is a neat villa with gardens

in front ; it is a second orphan asylum (besides

Sta. Theresa) and accommodates forty little girls .

The orange-trees are laden with fruit, and the

negroes sing at their work as we pass. Ascend-

ing the Sinos we enter upon beautiful river

scenery, the woods forming fantastic vistas and

every shade of foliage from golden to dark green.

At times we come upon cottages with a row of

palms in front, or nestling in orange-groves, the

children playing on the green sward, forgetful

of alligators. Last year a German gardener who
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lived hereabout lost a little boy of seven years

old, a yacaré coming up from the river and carry-

ing off the child before the distracted parents

could run to its rescue. Large square-built villas

are passed as we ascend, for some of these places

are the property of wealthy fazendeiros.' At

last we arrive at a bend of the river which dis-

closes a handsome country-house and plantations,

the residence of D. Bento Cyrio, an Italian

baker, some forty years a resident of Port Alegre,

where he amassed a large fortune and gained the

reputation of a model citizen for honesty and

persevering labour ; he now lives with his

numerous family in baronial affluence on his

estate, and this is a favourite place for pic-nics by

water.

We went some miles higher, meeting a steamer

full of passengers from San Leopoldo and several

sailing craft laden with lumber or other produce.

By a circuitous route through the islands we got

into the River Jacuhy, and returned this way to

the city, coming out near the old powder-maga-

zine in the islands.

To form a proper idea of the city we steamed

round to the southern bay in direction of Santa

Theresa. Looking towards the hill of Santa
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Anna, where the citizens often go on holidays,

we see the chapel of Menino Deos or the Infant

Saviour, famed for the religious festivities cele-

brated here every Christmas, and lasting some

twenty days. Nearer town is the seat of the

late Baron Gravitahy, who earned his title in the

war of Independence ; the Emperor resided here

in 1845, when he first visited this province ; the

architecture and plantations are the result of

combined wealth and taste. Close by is the

Villa of Sor. Inocencio, manager of the Mauá

branch-bank ; other houses and gardens fill up

the background. We double the extreme west

point, on which the prison stands, and land

at the Custom House, after a delightful day's

travel. The steam-yacht is a miniature vessel,

the first of its size on the combined principle of

high and low pressure, and goes easily twelve

miles an hour (with the current we made four-

teen) , while the whole amount of coal for a day's

excursion would fit in a small market basket ; she

requires only one man to mind the engine and

another to steer, and can carry a dozen passengers

or more. Mr. Coulborn says the cost, placed in

South America, is about 500l. , and indeed no-

thing can be imagined more suitable for a private
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family for pleasure parties. I forgot to mention

that amongst our company was the editor of the

' Rio Grandense,' Mr. Berlink, a gentleman of

varied information and a good French scholar.

Another pleasant ride from town is to the

chapel of Menino Deos, overlooking the southern

bay of the Guayiba estuary. The view at early

morning is delightful, the mists slowly rising

from the water, over which the shadows of the

clouds sweep in fantastic forms, while the rising

sun shines upon the white cottages embosomed in

luxuriant vegetation, and the wooded hills behind

seem to shut out all cares of the exterior world.

It is only perhaps in the golden bay of Palermo,

or from the hill which commands the ' lower

lake ' of Killarney, that such an atmosphere of

repose, blended with all that is most beautiful to

the eye, steals over the enraptured senses and

hushes the very pulsations of your heart in mute

admiration. If you ascend to Morro do Cristales

or Belen you will also find lovely panoramas, as

indeed you will from any commanding point in

this earthly paradise.
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VI.

ENGLISH ENTERPRISES IN PORT ALEGRE.

RAILWAYS, dredges, gas-works, coal-mines, foun-

dries, &c. are the order of the day, all new enter-

prises in the hands of English engineers, the neces-

sary capital in most cases being also raised in

England. It is easy to predict a great and rapid

development of industry in this part of the Brazils,

the most favoured in soil and climate of all the

vast empire.

The eminent engineers, Messrs. Sawer and

Turner, whose names are already favourably known

in connection with the Bahia and Pernambuco

lines, are constructing the New Hamburg Railway,

which will open up an important trade between the

German colonies and this city, which at present

maintains three distinct lines of steamers, the

distance by land being twenty-eight miles. When

the first steamer was put on, a few years ago, it was

doubted whether it would prove a paying business,

F



66 RIO GRANDE DO SUL.

but before long a second was started, and the trade

so much increased that further competition sprang

up, and now the daily steam traffic is well sup-

ported. The originator of the New Hamburg

Railway is Mr. John MacGinity, an old Scotch

resident, who has a hand in every enterprise of

progress in and about Port Alegre ; he began life

in Rio Janeyro as overseer of a department of

Mauá's iron-works, and has since held responsible

posts under the Brazilian Government in connec-

tion with steam-boats and machinery,besides taking

contracts in construction of the prison, arsenal, &c .

of this city, making surveys of the adjacent lakes

and rivers, and using every effort to push forward

the San Jeronimo coal-mines. Mr. MacGinity

returned from England a few months since and is

now superintendent of the railway works ; he is

also United States' Vice-Consul and agent for

several English firms and insurance offices. He is

a large landed proprietor, and offers free land-

grants of 100 acres to each settler, on lands situate

between two of the most flourishing German

colonies.

The prospectus of the New Hamburg Railway,

published at London last January, shows the capital

ofthe Company at 292,5007. sterling, in shares of
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201. each, with a guarantee of 5 per cent. for sixty

years from the Government of Rio Grande. The

directors comprise the Brazilian Minister in

London, Lord Claude Hamilton, Messrs. W. Austin,

F. Furrell, Captain Rennie, and G. Steward. The

engineer-in-chief is Mr. James Brunlees, whose

representative here is Mr. Cleary, a gentleman of

long experience in Brazil. The contractors,

Messrs . John Watson and John Bevan Smith, have

agreed to construct the line for 280,000l . sterling, or

10,000l. a mile, of which they take one-third pay-

ment in ordinary shares. This will be the cheapest

line ever made in the Brazils , the San Paulo having

cost 24,000l . a mile, and others even more ; as the

San Paulo is now yielding 5 per cent., it may

be predicted that the New Hamburg line will

give more than double. This is the more pro-

bable when we see the steam-boat companies to

San Leopoldo and Rio Grande give in many cases

regular dividends of 30 to 60 per cent. per

annum . The Government reserves the right of

purchasing the line at the expiration of thirty

years. The company's privilege prevents any other

line being constructed within twenty miles. It

cannot be doubted that the railway will tap a rich

and increasing trade, the number of German

F 2
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colonists being estimated at forty thousand, or

nearly half the population of the department of

Port Alegre. Besides grain and vegetables the

colonies produce tobacco, butter, pork, &c.; and

the settlers are so much pleased with the genial

climate and well-ordered mode of Brazilian adminis-

tration, which gives them security, tranquillity, and

free land-grants, that they never return to Europe,

but fix all their interests in the land of their adop-

tion. The railway will certainly give a great

stimulus to the colonies and a good return to the

shareholders ; the cost of construction is compara-

tively low, seeing the mountains, rivers , &c. to be

passed ; in some cases the cane-brakes are so thick

that it is a work of some days to cut a passage

through. The scenery along the route is magnifi-

cent.

The Government of Rio Grande, being sensible

of the immense importance of facilitating com-

merce by clearing away bars and sandbanks

between this port and Rio Grande, and deepening

the river of Guayiba and its five grand tributaries,

have just got out from the Clyde two powerful

dredges and a steam tug. The former are being

put in working order by Mr. Coulborn, the con-

structor, who came hither in person to do so .
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These dredges are independent of two others

(smaller) which arrived this week at Rio Grande

for Mr. Albert Smith, to clear away the bar at

Pelotas, besides others used for deepening the Bay

of Rio Grande. Mr. Coulborn's dredges are

adapted to raise each 300 tons an hour ; they are

50 horse-power nominal, or 250 effective, and

may be also used as screw steamers, the engines

being on Elder's principle of high and low pressure

combined, which makes an important saving in

coal, each of these dredges consuming only 4 tons

in twenty-four hours. The merit of this inven-

tion ofthe combined system ' is due to a Swedish

engineer named Wolff. Mr. Coulborn's dredges

steamed out from England to this port in fifty -three

days, encountering dreadful weather ; strange to

say, they sighted each other only once, entering

St. Vincento within half an hour, arriving off Rio

Grande at a difference of only two hours. The

firm of Henderson, Coulborn, & Co., of Renfrew,

is one ofthe greatest on the Clyde, the workshops

covering 18 acres, and employing over two thou-

sand men ; at present they have fourteen steamers

building, with an aggregate tonnage of 17,000

tons, and 6,000 horse-power, representing a value

of a million and a quarter sterling ; the establish-
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ment was founded by John Henderson & Co.

in 1850. Mr. Coulborn is a young man, little

over thirty, and not only a clever engineer, but a

good scholar, having taken M.A. and honours at

Oxford. His father-in-law, the new Provost of

Glasgow, is well known in that city for his

munificence, having given 10,000l. for the new

Glasgow Library. Mr. Coulborn has built some

steamers for the Rio Janeyro and Corrientes trade,

and intends visiting the River Plate next month,

before returning home.

We lately witnessed the inauguration of the

gas-works for this city by Messrs. Upward &

Illingworth, who are contractors for the Company

formed in England to light Port Alegre, Pelotas,

and Rio Grande, the concession for which was

taken out three years ago by Baron d'Ornano.

The works at Rio Grande were inaugurated at the

same time, and the lighting of these cities with

gas will be an incalculable improvement, and pro-

bably give results as advantageous as in towns of

even smaller population, such as Rosario de Santa

Fé.

The coal-fields of Candiota, so much spoken of

by Messrs. Nathaniel Plant and G. Law, and to

which a railway is projected, are said to be much
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inferior to those of San Jeronimo or Arroyo de las

Ratas, for which a concession obtained by Mr.

Johnson has been recently disposed of in London.

Mr. Plant has also arranged respecting the Candi-

ota mines with the banking house of Bischoffsheim

& Co.

Messrs. Gardner Brothers have just established ,

close to the Arsenal, an English foundry, which

promises to do a great and profitable business,

owing to the demand for machinery in the ' fazen-

das ' of coffee, &c. in the interior. Although only

two months working, they are already putting up

a saw-mill for Don Leonardo Macedonio, of

Caxoeira, 200 miles inland, and a coffee-grinder

and saw-mill for Messrs. Fontoura & Mariante,

at Taquary, 100 miles distant, besides a brick-

making machine and other works elsewhere. At

the foundry I observed a shearing and punching

machine, by Craig & Donald, of Glasgow, a screw-

cutter, Shields' patent fan, &c. , the whole driven

by a six horse-power engine of Marshall & Co.,

of Gainsborough. Most of the workmen are

English, with native apprentices. This foundry is

sure to do a great business, and will be most use-

ful for the increasing steam-boat traffic.
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VII.

THE NEW HAMBURG RAILWAY.

THIS will be the first railway constructed in the

province of Rio Grande, and seems destined to be

the main trunk from which other lines will branch

out towards the Atlantic and the Uruguay.

The distance from Port Alegre to San Leopoldo

by rail will be only 22 miles, or half the present

route by water, and hence to New Hamburg is

almost 6 miles, making the entire length 28 miles ;

the cost of construction will be unprecedentedly

low (10,000l . per mile) , the narrow gauge of 42

inches being adopted, as best suited for a moun-

tainous country with light traffic. There are some

engineering difficulties to be overcome, three rivers

to be crossed, the Sapocaia range of mountains to

be traversed, some woods and cane-brakes to be

cleared, and an embankment to be formed along

that part of the Guayiba at the foot of the city of

Port Alegre. None ofthese, however, can be con-
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sidered formidable, and although the bridges are

designed for a double line, the biggest of them

will hardly cost 10,0007.

At

About 5 miles from Port Alegre occurs the first

bridge, crossing the Rio Gravitahy, with a central

span of 80 feet, and two others of 48 each, in all

176 feet. It will have longitudinal wrought-iron

girders on cast-iron piers with stone abutments, the

height of the bridge being 5 feet over flood level .

There are several culverts of much cost and labour,

but the alleged swamp, which was the bugbear of

the line, turns out harmless and easy to cross.

Sapocaia there is another iron bridge, with a span

of 30 feet. The greatest work on the line will be

the Sinos bridge at San Leopoldo, en route for

New Hamburg, half a mile above the former town :

it will have 7 spans, the longest of 60 feet, in all

244 feet, the river-spans constructed the same as

the Gravitahy, the iron-work weighing 250 tons ;

it will be 15 feet over ordinary water-level. As I

have said above, all these bridges are to be for a

double line, though at present the railway will be

laid down a single one.

The line is straight for more than half its entire

length, the remaining portion being a series of

curves, but generally so easy (1,200 to 1,500 feet
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radius) as to give no anxiety. The sharpest is 819

feet radius, which in England would be thought

tolerably easy. It is necessary to make this

sinuous route in order to avoid the hills, which

must otherwise be either ascended or tunneled.

The line crosses the Sapocaia range at its lowest

pass, 2 miles from San Leopoldo, and here of

course occurs the greatest incline-1 in 50—

which is much less than found in England, where

there are some even of 1 in 30. The ascent

from the Port Alegre side stretches over 1,000

yards, and the descent towards San Leopoldo

1,200 yards, the maximum height attained being

150 feet over the San Leopoldo station.

The deepest cutting is 29 feet, the deepest bank

30. The sleepers employed are of one or other of

the ten hard woods ofthe country already enume-

rated. At a place called Steinkopf is found a

serviceable red sandstone, of which the abutments

of the bridges and other works will be composed.

The line will traverse, besides jungle and forest, a

number of German farms, the prettiest of which is

Spiegelberg, close to San Leopoldo. The con-

tractors expect to open the line thus far in twelve

or eighteen months.

Messrs. Watson & Bevan Smith are also in
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treaty with the Municipality of San Leopoldo for

an iron road bridge over the Sinos river in front of

the town, which would cost about 10,000l . having

3 spans of 93 feet each. The Piratiny bridge, not

much larger, cost nearly four times that sum .

Mr. John MacGinity has published an interesting

and minute map of the colonies and that portion

of the Province which the present railway must

open upon its projected prolongation from New

Hamburg to Caxoeira and Uruguayana, a distance

of nearly 300 miles, to be completed in annual

sections over a period of about ten years.

As it is supposed, with good reason, that the

traffic between NewHamburg and Port Alegre will

pay a handsome dividend to the shareholders (by

taking up the present remunerative trade which

maintains three lines of steamers), it is intended

after the first year to ask the Government to

transfer the 7 per cent. guarantee to a prolonged

line to Taquary, via Port Guimaraens, and so on

successively to Rio Pardo, Caxoeira, St. Angelo,

Santa Maria, San Pedro, San Vicente, San Fran-

cisco, Assis, Alegrete, and Uruguayana. These

sections (except the last two, which are very long)

average 25 miles each, passing through towns and
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agricultural districts of great importance.
The

statistical returns show that most of the districts

settled by colonists have a regular, increase of

20 per cent. every year over the revenues of

the preceding one.

Cheap, narrow-gauge railways can be made

along the entire route at the cost of the New

Hamburg line (10,000l. per mile) ; and as the Gov-

ernment will always be ready to devote 30,000l . per

annum for subsidy or guarantee, this can be put

forward every year for a new section according as

the previous ones become self-supporting.

Another projected railway of great importance

is that traced out from Port Alegre to Torres, on

the Atlantic, in the Province of Santa Catalina, a

distance of nearly 100 miles : this would cost

1,000,000l. sterling, and the harbour works at

Torres are estimated by the engineers at half that

sum . It would have the effect of opening up a

trade at present too remote from the port of the

Rio Grande.

Theadvancement of the Province of Rio Grande

is of course mainly due to its German colonists, who

have earned for it the name of ' Granary of the

Brazilian Empire.' Its finances meantime are so
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flourishing that last year it had a surplus of 17,6001.

sterling, and being unburthened with any debt, it

can devote every energy to the furtherance of rail-

ways, which are destined to increase the public and

private wealth in a remarkable degree.
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VIII.

THE COAL-FIELDS OF SAN JERONIMO.

ON Sunday morning we set out in Mr. Coulborn's

steam-yacht from San Jeronimo, a village some

sixty miles up the Jacuhy, at the mouth of its

tributary the Taquary. At short distances along

the route we saw farmers ' and country-houses ,

indicating a thicker population than in the River

Plate countries, and the inhabitants seeming to

enjoy a comparative affluence. We met several

craft with large square sails coming down stream,

laden with timber or castor-oil nuts ; the boat-

men were in all cases natives, and sometimes had

their wives and families aboard. There is nothing

different from the scenery of wood and water

already described of the Sinos, the first place of

note being a charqueda, or saladero, near the

mouth of the Arroyo dos Ratos, after which we

pass the ruined mansion of the Alves family

which was bombarded during the Garibaldi wars
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and has never been restored . After six hours'

steaming we sighted San Jeronimo and Triumfo,

two villages on opposite sides of the river. The

latter, on the right, is older than Port Alegre,

and was of some importance in the last century ;

it presents a handsome appearance, crowning the

hill-side with a twin-turreted church in the

centre and several well-built houses.

We land at San Jeronimo, on the left, as this

is the nearest point to the fields , and find it a

straggling place of 800 or 900 inhabitants.

An old Welshman, named Thomas Jones, gives

us a cordial welcome, and prevails on us to pro-

ceed to his house on the top of the hill, about

a mile off. On the route we fall in with Major

Marcos, an old Brazilian officer, who speaks

French, and offers his services in any way he can

be useful. We halt at a tavern kept by a Ger-

man, and find a crowd of fifty persons, Germans,

Brazilians, negroes, &c., engaged in a brutal

cock-fight. A little farther we come to an exten-

sive factory belonging to M. Daixon, a French-

man, who carries on the whole yerba trade of the

district, employing a great number of people.

The factory being closed, and the villagers

amusing themselves, we called to pay a visit to
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the Frenchman, who received us very kindly, and

talked about the coal-fields, yerba, &c. I learn

from Major Marcos that M. Daixon was a hatter,

and came here some fifteen years ago, but instead

of following his trade, he got into partnership

with a French merchant of Rio Grande, who gave

him funds to start this business, now the sole

trade and support of San Jeronimo : it has

proved highly lucrative, and M. Daixon is reputed

to be worth over 30,000l. sterling.

Arriving at Mr. Jones's cottage we rested under

the shade of his orange-trees till dinner was

ready : he is the only Englishman in the village,

and has resided here twenty years. There are,

however, some Welsh and Irish families ten miles

inland, who were formerly occupied in the coal-

fields before they stopped working. A coal-wharf

still exists at San Jeronimo, where the steamers

used to take in their supply. Efforts were made

by Mr. MacGinity and his friends to pump out

the water which flooded the mines, but owing to

the want of proper miners the works had to be

abandoned. Mr. Johnson, a Cornishman of some

experience, has obtained a new concession and

prevailed on parties in England to advance him

money for another trial, with which purpose he
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has just arrived in Rio Janeyro to be followed by

a staff of miners. These mines, usually called

of Arroyo dos Ratos, must not be confounded

with those of Candiota for which Mr. Nathaniel

Plant is concessionaire.

On Monday morning we were up before sunrise

to start for the coal-fields, eight or ten miles

inland. Major Marcos kindly lent us a couple of

horses. Before setting out we had occasion to

admire the splendid view from Mr. Jones's door,

looking down at the meeting of the waters of the

Jacuhy and Taquary, nearly a mile wide. We

were all well mounted, our party comprising

Messrs. Bevan Smith, Sawer, MacGinity, Jones,

Coulborn, and myself. The country was undulat-

ing, almost bare of timber, and thickly settled ,

our road lying across a high range of hills.

After two hours ' ride we got sight of the coal

district, sloping down from a hill-range to a

wooded valley ; and we halted at the house of a

Welshman named Davis, whose wife expressed

great joy to see us. Her husband was away near

Pelotas. The house was neat, though poor ; and

Mrs. Davis told us of a series of misfortunes

which had befallen them since their arrival,

eighteen years ago. Her eldest boy, with two

G
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others of an Irish family, was blown up in a

powder explosion near the works more than ten

years ago. At another time her house was burnt

down, and all the family stock of books, clothing,

&c. consumed. Again, when the mines stopped

working they were thrown out of employment,

and ever since eked out a living by raising veget-

ables. Last year the poor woman tried her hand

with a small grocery shop ; but the natives, who

were her customers, proved so dilatory in their

cash payments that she had to close the door.

Her children and grand-children had the bright

eyes and flaxen hair of Britain, but no other lan-

guage than Portuguese, although I believe they

understood a little of what they heard in English

or in the old Erse tongue of their parents. I

observed a Welsh bible and some family portraits,

which they had saved from the fire ; and it was

pleasant to see how the old woman's eyes bright-

ened when we spoke of the old land, to which her

heart still yearned as when she first left its shores,

although she can hardly entertain a hope of ever

again seeing her native hills. She told us that

another Welsh family lived in the district, as also

an Irishman named Peter Logan ; and another,

Patrick Garraghan, on the other side of Arroyo
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dos Ratos. I thought to myself, how hard the

lot of these folks, after twenty years' separation

from their country-people spent in persevering

labour, in comparison with the flourishing con-

dition of the Irish sheep-farmers in Buenos

Ayres !

Leaving Mr. Davis's cottage, we proceeded to

the mines, where pieces of machinery were lying

about near the abandoned works. I picked up

samples of the coal, which seemed to me very

slaty ; but it is said to answer when mixed with

a better description. I am glad to say that Mr.

MacGinity yesterday prevailed on the President

to subscribe for 10,000l. in shares. As yet it is

premature to descant on the immense advantages

which these coal-fields may yield to Brazil and to

the commerce of this part of South America.

6

It seems that Messrs. Johnson and Moura have

sold their interest for 30,000l. , the new Company

being called Imperial Brazilian Collieries,

Limited,' capital 100,000l. The concession is for

thirty years, and it is proposed to raise 300 tons a

day, the present seam being 4 feet 8 inches thick,

and estimated at 6,000,000 tons. This coal took

a prize at the Paris Exhibition. A tramway will

G 2
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be laid down to San Jeronimo, and Johnson

obliges himself to place the coal on board in that

port at seven shillings a ton, which the Company

will sell at twenty-four shillings at Port Alegre,

whereas English coal costs sixty shillings.
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IX.

EXCURSION TO SAN LEOPOLDO.

6

On Friday morning we left Port Alegre in the

steamer Balastraca,' the oldest on the line. As-

cending the Rio dos Sinos we soon began to feel

the sun very hot, the thick woods on either side

excluding the breeze, which moreover was from

the north and came on us at intervals like a puff

of the Sirocco. The captain of the steamer was a

German, and treated us to a breakfast of trout

and roast-beef, the former quite as good as what

Gil Blas speaks of in his travels.

About twenty miles from Port Alegre, we

passed the charming fazenda of Bento Cyrio,

and higher up came to a place where they were

making bricks. The river has innumerable bends,

the scenery being a continued luxuriance of

vegetation which at last almost wearies you.

Foliage of every shade, beautifully blended, forest



86 RIO GRANDE DO SUL.

openings here and there, umbrageous trees like

sycamores, wild cane-brakes that suggest tiger-

jungles, tapering palms, and the lofty timba-uva ’

with orchids and other parasites in its highest

branches ; all these, interspersed with wood-

cutters' huts, hedges of rhododendron, canoes

with children fishing, and various kinds of water-

fowl, make up the picture of all or any of these

rivers. Sometimes you come on a clump of burned

trees where the negroes have begun clearing a

patch of ground. In many places the banks of

the river have given way and large forest trees

fallen into the stream, their trunks or branches

often sticking out in the middle of the current,

which must make night travelling very dangerous.

It would be easy for the Government to employ a

small steamer to drag away these snags and clear

the rivers.

The high-water mark of the flood-tides is ob-

servable on the cottages that we pass, some 8 feet

over the present level. The current is about 2 to

3 miles an hour. Most of the wood that lines the

river-side is said to be comparatively valueless, but

the Province of Rio Grande can boast at least ten

good qualities of timber, chiefly hard wood, viz.

ipé, black canella, cangerana, cocao, lauro, ta-
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rama, cabri-uva, tajuba, angico and grapiapuño

of which the railway sleepers are made.

The sportsman would find abundance of game

in all variety, from tigers to water-hens, and the

follower of Isaac Walton might open up new

kingdoms in the piscatorial world, for the rivers

teem with the finny tribe, and Professor Agassiz

reports two thousand new kinds of fish as proper

to Brazilian waters. Of amphibious animals the

yacaré has a coat said to be impervious to rifle-ball,

and the best chance of shooting him is when he

opens his ponderous red jaws to yawn, as he basks

in the sun ; there is also a kind of river-hog called

capibari, not different from the carpincho of Ar-

gentine waters ; lizards of great size are also

seen ; these animals seem to prefer the swamps,

where there is no noise of steamboat to disturb

them. All, even the tigers, will flee at the ap-

proach of man, but the sportsman who goes tiger-

shooting should have complete confidence in his

rifle and the steadiness of his nerves, or it may

fare ill with him. A large tiger-skin is worth

even here 31. or 4l. sterling. The water-fowl com-

prise divers, boobies, cranes , gulls and vultures ; I

saw some ofthe last-named feeding on the carcase

of a lamb that was floating down stream .
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Sometimes through wood-openings, we get a

glimpse of Mount Sapocai, the river making so

many bends that the peak is one time before us,

another right astern , and the sun shifts in like

manner till you fancy the mariner's compass has

gone quite out of order. At one place, where a

saw-mill is working hard by, the turn is so sharp

that the steamer has to force its way through the

branches ofthe trees and hug the shore. At last

we come upon scattered cottages of neat exterior,

and flaxen-haired children run out to look at us,

just as the Gothic spire of San Leopoldo comes in

view, with an opening vista of the town.

San Leopoldo, founded in 1837 , is famous for

children and potatoes, in the same way as Kidder-

minster for carpets, Naples for macaroni, or

Sèvres for porcelain. I had heard this ever since

my arrival in Rio Grande, and was not surprised ,

when our vessel got abreast of ' John Muller's tan-

nery,' to see a troop of chubby-faced little boys

marching past under the direction of a priest.

The moment you land you are struck with the neat

German cottages on all sides, and the incredible

number of children. But for the tropical luxuri-

ance of the gardens you would fancy yourself in

some pleasant country-village ofNorthern Europe :
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the windows have white curtains, between which

you see some fair-haired girls or house-wives peep

out at the strangers. We proceed to Ernest Koch's

hotel in the main-street, which recalls a thousand

associations of Fatherland. In front is Her

Meitzell's ' bierbrauerei, ' next door Julius Fillman's

bakery, further on Mr. Huhnfleisch the hat-maker,

another shop belonging to a buchbinder,' and the

large two-story house is the office of the New

Hamburg and Port Alegre Railway Works.' You

hear nothing but German spoken around you.

The atmosphere is German, nor can you realise

that you are hundreds of miles in the heart of

Brazilian forests . Saw-mills wherever you turn ,

and the hum of industry, giving assurance of peace,

progress, and civilisation .

6

The Germans are a wonderful people : you may

call them phlegmatic or what you will, but Nature

evidently intended them for colonists par excellence.

In the United States there are 5,000,000 German

settlers (including their children) , all thriving

farmers, as Mr. Maguire testifies in his work on

the Irish in America.' They are steady, peace-

able, and industrious, and it is not a small merit in

a new country that they are eminently domestic

and rear up large families in the manner to form
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good citizens and useful members of society. The

German who visits the Port Alegre colonies will

find reason to be proud of his countrymen, who

form one of the largest and most flourishing com-

munities on this continent. They are also the

happiest people on the face of the earth, and you

see it depicted on their countenances. Long may

they enjoy the Golden Age oftheir Arcadian sim-

plicity and virtue !

While we were seated at dinner in the hotel ,

Major Johann Schmidt, commander of the district,

came in to pay us a visit accompanied by Mr.

Philip Matte, one of the richest colonists ; neither

ofthem spoke English, but we got on alternately

with German and Portuguese. Mr. Schmidt was

born here, but paid a visit to Germany in 1865,

and was a spectator of the battle of Skalitz, in

Bohemia. He gave me a great deal of information

about the colonies , of which more hereafter. A

friend of Matte's came in while we were playing

billiards ; each of these men, I am told, is worth

over 20,000l. sterling .

It is a lovely moonlight evening, and a number

of children are playing on a heap of shavings in

the middle of the street, of which presently they

make a bonfire, dancing round it with German

H
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cries and interjections. My bed-room in the upper

story is the neatest thing imaginable, and I lie

down to dream of Rasselas and the Happy Valley,

the villagers of the Rhine-gau, and the sunniest

recollections of a life of travel.

The bell which summons the workmen to their

labours, from the neighbouring Gothic steeple,

awoke me about sunrise . I sallied forth to have a

view of the place , and after a stroll on the river's

bank, my attention was called to a refrain sung by

children's voices in the church already mentioned .

It was a Litany which some 80 boys and girls were

singing, under the direction of a Jesuit father, who

played the organ, just as we may suppose the

Psalms and Litanies to have been sung in the

Misiones in the last century, before the expulsion

of the Jesuits. The children were all Germans,

and their morning prayer echoed in the vaulted

aisles ofthe Gothic building, which was supported

by 8 pillars, and lighted by stained glass windows.

I remarked that each of the children brought a

bunch of flowers and left it in the portico of the

church. There is a Protestant church at a short

distance, and the foundations have been laid for a

Municipal Hall.

The saw-mills were busily working, and the
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children going to school with books and bottles of

milk, when the town clock struck eight, and the

heat was already excessive. I sawstrange waggons

(12 feet by 3) driven by boys, with loads of timber.

Here and there I looked into the shops, which

seemed well stocked, until the scorching sun drove

me for shelter to the hotel.

As soon as the stately palm-trees began to cast

their evening shadows athwart the streets the case-

ments are again thrown open, and the little house-

holds seem to breathe the cool air with enjoyment.

There is a sudden bustle in our street, as a pro-

cession of nine or ten couples, the men wearing

white gloves, and the women in gala attire, came

out of the Evangelical chapel, having just regis-

tered the vows of a bride and bridegroom, who

lead the procession, and are the observed of all ob-

servers. They are young, honest-looking people,

just the beau-idéal for colonists, and are followed

by old ladies and gentlemen who have probably

watched this Paul and Virginia couple from earli-

est infancy, and now accompany the bride to her

new home, wishing her a long career of health and

happiness such as has made up their own simple

annals. I learn that the harmony between Ca-

tholics and Protestants is so great that intermar-
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riages are frequent, and you will often find the

good man of the house a Catholic and his help-

mate a Protestant, or vice-versa. In numbers the

two persuasions are about equally represented,

many ofthe colonists coming from the Rhenish or

other Catholic provinces of Germany.

I have learned a good deal about the colonies

from Mr. Curtius, editor of ' Der Bote,' and Mr.

Philip Leopold Matte, which will form the subject

of a separate chapter.
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X.

INAUGURATION OF THE SAN LEOPOLDO

RAILWAY.

Sunday, November 26.

THE little town of San Leopoldo has been all

astir since before sunrise, on account of the inaugu-

ration, which takes place this afternoon, of the

railway works to Porto Alegre. The steamer

yesterday brought numbers of people from the

capital, who were at some difficulty to find quarters

for the night, and sundry merchants and others

from Porto Alegre availed themselves of the fine

moonlight to make the journey on horseback, a

ride of four hours, arriving here in the small hours

of daylight and keeping our hostelry in a state of

noisy excitement.

By the first streak of dawn you might see the

Germans and natives coming in on horseback from

the neighbouring hills whilethe church-bell was

ringing for Mass, and the railway people were

hurrying about in final preparation for the fêtes.
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The President, Bishop, and party, in three steamers,

were expected from Porto Alegre by 11 o'clock,

the Municipality to receive the distinguished

guests, at the water-side, and conduct them to the

church and sing a Te Deum. Mr. MacGinity had

fixed 7 o'clock A.M. for starting from Porto

Alegre, but possibly the low state of the river has

caused a delay, as up to the hour I write (2 P.M.)

the steamers are not yet in sight.

The church is tastefully decorated, with garlands

of evergreens hung between the nave and sanctuary

and around the high altar. The villagers are all

in holidaycostume, numbers offarmers are mounted

on steady nags, wearing white ponchos and pon-

derous silver spurs . All the factories and saw-mills

are still, as becomes the Sabbath morning ; but

the shops and houses are open to receive the crowds

of country visitors . Yonder comes a cavalcade of

horsemen and women, crossing the river nearly

abreast of the church ; the water barely reaches

to the horses ' bellies .

The scene of the day's celebration is the tem-

porary station, about a mile hence, which has

been fitted up in admirable style. The building

measures 70 feet by 22, and is surmounted at one

end by the Brazilian, at the other by the British,
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flag ; all the enclosure. of four acres round is

decorated with flags of various nations flying from

high poles, and in the middle is an awning, where

President Mello, after receiving the Bishop's

benediction, is to lay the foundation-stone. A stand-

house in front, covered in from the tropical sun , is

set apart for the ladies who grace the occasion.

Just outside the enclosure is a ' ramada ' of green

boughs, under which the ' carne con cuero,' or beef

in the hide, is to be roasted for the multitude.

The interior of the station is fitted up as a banquet-

hall, with four tables for 160 covers, the walls

around being hung with bannerets. Over the

President's chair are suspended the Brazilian flag

and a crown of flowers and bay-leaves ; in front is

the chair for the Bishop, the rest of the table being

arranged for the local authorities . At one end of

the hall is a large German flag, at the other the

stars and stripes of the great republic.

The silver trowel and spade for the occasion are

of elegant workmanship, made at Porto Alegre, the

handles being of a dozen kinds of inlaid native

wood. The mortar-board is a beautiful piece of

cedar, highly polished.

Nothing can be imagined more charming or

picturesque than the view on all sides from the
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station. Northward are ranges of wooded hills,

terminating in a line of cerros,' the loftiest of

which are known as the Dois Irmaos, or Two

Brothers ; eastward the woods come down so close

as to shut out the view, but as we carry our eyes

to the south, it rests on the mansion of Spiegel-

berg, nestling in a plantation which extends to the

summit of the hill behind ; to the west we descry

the Gothic spire of San Leopoldo over-topping the

orange-trees ofthe suburbs, among which also peeps

out Mr. MacGinity's chacra, or country-house .

The town is not visible through the luxuriant

foliage, though barely 700 yards distant.

3 P. M.

The squire of Spiegelberg gives a grand ball this

evening, besides two others in San Leopoldo. The

brass band ofthe town is playing lively airs through

the streets, and the policemen are letting off rockets ;

but the President is not yet come.

The steamers have just arrived, and the Presi-

dent, Bishop, and party are gone to sing Te Deum

in the church. The heat is so excessive that the

inauguration is put off till six o'clock.

At the appointed hour the scene of festivity is

crowded with three thousand persons, chiefly

Germans. Major Schmidt has the police force of

H



98 RIO GRANDE DO SUL.

the town (six men) , guarding the triumphal archi.

The military band from Port Alegre announces

the approach of the President and Bishop , who are

received at the entrance by Messrs. MacGinity,

Bevan Smith, Cleary, Sawer, Turner, &c. , and

conducted to the place where the stone is to be

laid. The President wears the uniform of Senator

of the Empire with the Star of the order of the

Rose ; the Bishop has a purple soutanne under a

lace rochette, and is accompanied by a Jesuit priest

and some others. The stone is a ponderous slab

of red sandstone. The Bishop gives the signal to

uncover and pronounces the usual prayers on such

occasions, lasting about ten minutes, after which

the police let off rockets, the band strikes up the

Brazilian hymn, and the people cheer. His Excel-

lency President Mello next delivered a very appro-

priate and eloquent speech, expatiating on the

benefits which the enterprise was destined to pro-

duce, wishing every success to those Englishmen

under whose intelligent direction it is to be carried

out, and promising his steadiest co-operation to-

wards prolonging the line to the Argentine frontier.

Mr. King, a clever photographer, takes a view

of the ceremonial at the moment when Messrs.

MacGinity and Bevan Smith are depositing a box



INAUGURATION OF SAN LEOPOLDO RAILWAY. 99

in the hollow of the foundation-stone containing

coins, local newspapers, and such like. Then the

laying of the stone is gone through, the engineers

presenting the silver trowel to the President of

the Province, and the spade to the municipal guild

of San Leopoldo, the inscription on the latter

being This spade was used by Pres. Mello to

turn the first sod at San Leopoldo, of the New

Hamburg Railway, in presence of John MacGinity,

concessionaire ; H. Bleary, engineer ; Bevan Smith ,

contractor ; and an assembled multitude, this

26th day of November, 1871.'

We now proceed to the banquet-hall, where the

tables were sumptuously spread, and I chanced to

be placed near the President and Bishop. During

the dinner the President assured me that General

Mitre was highly respected in Brazil, as well as our

actual chief magistrate, President Sarmiento.

The first toast was given by Mr. MacGinity-

6 The Government of President Mello, under

whose administration every enterprise for the

advancement of Rio Grande found the most cor-

dial support.' (Cheers .)

This was warmly received with three times

three, the band playing a Portuguese melody.

Mr. Thompson, an Anglo-Brazilian, in propo-

H 2
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sing the next toast said- On an occasion like

the present we must not forget the claims of the

Legislature of Rio Grande, which came forward

with a liberal subsidy in the form of a guarantee

on the capital, to stimulate the introduction of

railways into this Province. It was a purpose

which enlisted all their sympathies and patriot-

ism , for the legislators felt that the locomotive

was the great civiliser of new countries, the

conqueror of modern times, uniting peoples and

communities, founding societies where before was

desert, and therefore more glorious than the

destroying cannon which men are too apt to re-

gard with honour. He trusted all present would

unite with him in toasting the Legislature of the

Province.'

Dr. Guzman, Secretary of State, said- There

is yet a meed of honour due to one now absent, I

mean ex-President Sartore, who contracted for this

great work, and whose health I give you.' (Cheers .)

Dr. Teofilo Ribeyro, Secretary of Government,

rose and said- Ladies and gentlemen, I look on

this happy festivity as the inauguration of a new

era of peace and labour still more prolific than

any we have yet seen in Rio Grande. The whistle.

of the engine will awaken the echoes of our virgin
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woods, and at the same time our telegraph sys-

tem, already connecting this Province with Rio

Janeyro, is now pushing forward rapidly towards

the countries of the River Plate ; while the

growth of our German colonies is marvellous and

our immigration spontaneous. May Divine Provi-

dence continue His blessings to this favoured

land!"

The last speaker having made allusion to the

River Plate, of which I was the only representa-

tive present, I felt bound to say a few words. I

assured the Rio Grandenses that their neighbours

of La Plata would feel most happy to learn of

their progress in enterprises like the present, for

which I offered them the warmest congratulation,

adding that I hoped this railway would be pushed

on, as proposed, to the frontier of the Argentine

Republic, to unite neighbouring peoples in the

lasting bonds of international traffic.

The next toast was given by Dr. Ferraz, ' To the

foreigners who came among us to develope the

resources of the country, and make Rio Grande a

free, prosperous, and enlightened State.'

Some one next proposed the Fourth Estate,

coupling with it the names of Guttenberg and

the Rio Grande Editors.



102 RIO GRANDE DO SUL.

President Mello rose to thank Mr. MacGinity in

the first place for having proposed his health, and

then begged the company to join him in a toast

to the Paranhos Cabinet, for having carried out

two of the greatest measures that could fall to

the lot of any statesman, the Judicial Reform and

the Abolition of Slavery ; the latter by far the

greater, since it consecrated the precepts of the

Gospel which regarded all men as entitled to

equal rights. This great measure, he repeated,

would immortalise the name of Viscount Rio

Branco. The toast was drunk, all standing, with

three times three.

Mr. MacGinity, in a very graceful manner, pro-

posed the Municipality of San Leopoldo, expatiat-

ing on their civic visitors, and afterwards gave

the health of Mr. Bevan Smith, of the firm of

Watson Smith, contractors for the line (cheers) .

Mr. Guzman proposed the Engineers, and es-

pecially Mr. Cleary. The latter replied in a

finished Portuguese speech, and proposed The

New Hamburg Railway Company.'

Mr. Bevan Smith proposed ' The Ladies, who

cheer our rugged road of life, and help to keep us

in the track of honour and duty.' (Enthusiastic

cheers.)
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President Mello, in conclusion, gave the health

of His Majesty the Emperor and the Imperial

family. Every Brazilian had reason to be proud

of Dom Pedro, the first citizen of his country and

a model ruler. In his present journey through

Europe, he has been everywhere received as a

liberal monarch, sound statesman, and advanced

scholar, while he is still better known in Brazil as

a man of domestic virtues and polished taste, an

encourager of industrial enterprise, a friend to

the poor, and a true patriot. May he long be

spared to pilot the destinies of the vast empire

over which he rules.'

The band struck up the Brazilian hymn, and

the feast concluded at 8 P.M.

Monday, 11 A.M.

The President having invited Mr. Smith to

remain till this afternoon and accompany him to

Port Alegre, I am enabled to add a postscript.

Whilst I write, the band is playing a march to

the riverside, where His Excellency lays the foun-

dation-stone of the bridge to be placed for public

traffic over the Rio dos Linos. Afterwards the

school-children have some amateur theatricals in

reference to the Railway Inauguration, at which

President Mello and the Bishop will assist. The
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balls last night were brilliant and well attended .

Some of the principal townsfolk are sending in

mineralogical curiosities and other little souvenirs

to Mr. Bevan Smith to take with him to England.

All the neighbours evince the liveliest interest in

the railway. The engineers accompany Mr.

Smith to Port Alegre, and I start in the morning

for three days' ride through the woods to the

great waterfall in the Tea-forest.
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XI.

A RIDE THROUGH THE COLONIES.

THE traveller who would visit each and all of the

German settlements in the district of Port Alegre

must devote at least a month to the task ; but as

the whole forty-four are very similar in character,

it will be enough to make a tour of four or five

days from San Leopoldo through the Baum-

schneitz valley, New Hamburg, Acht-und-Vierzig,

Tea-forest, Caffee-Schneitz, and intermediate ' pi-

cadas,' under the guidance of a good ' vaqueano,'

to form an accurate idea of the colonies . With-

out a personal visit of this kind it is difficult to

realise the nature and importance of these settle-

ments. Imagine to yourself, reader, a country

nearly as large as Belgium or Holland cut out of

these Brazilian forests, where the inhabitants are

exclusively German, and speak no other language ;

where chapels and schools meet you at every open-

ing in the wood ; where the mountain-sides have
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been in many cases cleared to make room for

corn-fields ; where women travel alone through

the forests in perfect security ; where agricultural

and manufacturing industry flourish undisturbed ;

where crime is unknown and public instruction

almost on a level with that of Prussia ; in a word,

where individual happiness and the welfare of the

commonwealth go hand-in-hand, surrounded by

the rich, tropical vegetation of Brazil, and fa-

voured by the great advantages of a healthy

climate, and the blessings of peace, order, and

good government.

Among the townsfolk of San Leopoldo, few are

more obliging than Herr Philip Matté, and

through his agency I found an excellent guide,

one Cornelius, who also provided horses for

the journey. At 6 A.M., on November 28, we

started, under the auspices of a cloudy morning,

and crossed the Rio dos Sinos near where the

proposed bridge is to be built, the water being

above the horses' bellies ; in wet seasons it is im-

passable. On the opposite bank are some neat

cottages, and a large house belonging to one

Schmidt. Emerging from the town, we find an

open country of some extent, with a half-moon of

hills in front, and on the left a series of undulat-
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ing woods. Yonder is a stone cross in memory

of Johann Stievenbach, who was dragged with a

lasso from San Leopoldo, and murdered on this

spot by one of the contending factions in the civil

war of the Farapos.

My guide tells me of several deeds of atrocity

in that dreadful time. The Germans had hoped

to be left undisturbed in their little farms, but

first the rebels, and then the government troops,

dragged them away from their homes and fami-

lies , impressing them for the war. In this manner

it often happened that father and son were ranged

on opposite sides . The colonists were ruined, and

had no means of escaping from the country, which

was a scene of bloodshed and desolation for more

than ten years, till the pacification of 1845 put a

stop to these horrors, and allowed the colonists to

pursue peaceful pursuits.

Ascending the slope of Lomba Grande, we meet

some waggons bound for San Leopoldo, with a

blue-eyed fraulein sitting on the sacks of Indian

corn ; and now we get in view of Hamburger Berg,

crowned with a little chapel, behind which we

soon discern the roof-tops of New Hamburg.

This picturesque village covers the hill-side, and

down in the valley my guide points out the house
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of the richest colonist, a mixture of Swiss cottage

and English farm-house. The village inn is neat

and comfortable ; in the parlour there is a picture

of Shakespeare's Seven Ages of Man. Passing

the Protestant chapel, and a fine house belonging

to an apothecary named Kastrup, we emerge from

New Hamburg, the terminus of the first section

of the Port Alegre railroad, and enter at once

into a woody and mountainous country.

We are now in the Schwabe-Schneitz, so called

from the Swabians who made the first clearing

here. At intervals we come upon water-mills,

rustic school-houses, troops of mules carrying

grain to San Leopoldo, and at every wood- open-

ing we see the colonists, men and women, busy at

their daily labours in the field. The usual hours

for work are from six to eleven in the morning,

and two to seven in the afternoon, thus avoiding

the intense heat of mid-day.

At some of the steepest passes the colonists

have made a paved road, practicable either for

mules or the peculiar little cart of the country.

From one of these points we have a splendid view

of the surrounding country, generally known as

Bom Jardin, with the twin peaks of Dos Irmaos,
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and in the distance New Hamburg and San Leo-

poldo.

The forest scenery varies at every turn, in weird

vistas of grandeur and solitude. Wild orange and

fig trees appear at times among the thick woods of

valuable timber of a dozen different kinds, and

brushwood and creepers are so closely intertwined

that it would be difficult to force your way through.

We begin to descend, and a view opens upon us of

the Baumschneitz Valley. As we enter the village

a bridal procession sallies forth from the Catholic

chapel, just such a building as you see on the

Rhine, with a wooden belfry : the bride is young

and fair, and the whole cavalcade start off to

accompany the happy pair to their new home in

the woods.

At Baumschneitz there is a good inn, kept by

Carl Merkel. Travellers going to the Tea-forest

and Waterfall generally finish the first day's

journey here, as the route over the mountains is

very fatiguing. Nevertheless, as the day was

cloudy, I resolved to make a double day's journey

and push on for the Waterfall.

The main street of Baumschneitz is lined with

orange trees. The houses are models of neat-

ness. At the farther end we find the Protestant
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chapel and minister's house ; then the houses are

more scattered and less tasteful. The better kind

are of bricks, with a wooden half-story under the

sloping roof. Many, however, are of mud and

canes, or made in a species of framework, with the

large cross-beams conspicuous, as in most of the

hamlets of Germany. Beneath the cottage, how-

ever humble, is a basement used for storing imple-

ments, which keeps the habitations very dry. No

bars or bolts are visible, and the windows are

often without glass .

Crossing Millersberg, we see the mountains.

around us cultivated to their summits, and ahead

ofus, perched like an eagle's eyrie , is Woolff's Nest,

a well-known wayside inn. Away to the left the

hills recede till lost in an outline of woods in the

direction of Caffee-schneitz. Not far from thence

it is proposed to establish an Irish colony, and

Mr. MacGinity, concessionaire of the railway and

other enterprises, intends to give settlers free

land grants of 100 acres. The soil is excellent,

and peculiarly favourable, it being so near the

railway now in construction .

Ascending Fritzberg the road becomes little

better than a dry river-bed. Wood-pigeons abound

here. At last, after arduous toiling up hill, we
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reach Woolff's Nest. What a lovely panorama !

In the foreground the Dos Irmaos and Sapocai, at

our feet the peaceful valley of Baumschneitz, and

on all sides a diversified picture of woods, plains,

farm-houses, and undulating hills, till the blue

line of the horizon is broken on the far right by

the white buildings of Port Alegre, fifty miles

distant as the crow flies.

Herr Woolff and his wife are hospitable people,

and do a thriving business, their house being a

general store of dry goods, groceries, &c., and on

Sunday evenings the neighbours meet here to dance.

The ball-room measures 40 by 36 feet, with a corner

set apart for the orchestra. Everything about the

place bespeaks neatness. The woods close it in on

either side, while the mountain rises up precipi-

tously behind. A steep ascent conducts us to the

summit, where a cross-road occurs, and now we

are on the top of a ridge commanding a delightful

view, whichever way we turn. The road to the

right leads into the Tea-forest.
Before many

minutes we seem plunged in the heart of dense

woods, which create a feeling of silence and

solemnity, as if you were beneath the vaulted roof

of some old Gothic cathedral. We journey on for

nearly an hour in this manner, and suddenly come
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upon a cavalcade of a dozen persons. It is the

Grafin von Eberstein, a German baroness of sixty

summers, who is at present making a tour of the

world à la Ida Pfeiffer, and whose arrival last week

at San Leopoldo caused some sensation. She is

attended by an ugly maid-servant, a muscular

courier, three or four of the colonists, a guide,

the parson of Baumschneitz, and some others.

She rides a strong cob, seated in a kind of arm-

chair, and has made a difficult journey to and from

the Waterfall, apparently without fatigue. We

are again in the depths of the forest. What

splendid ferns ! What stately trees, all interlaced

with creepers and parasites !

Emerging from the forest we saw the sun

descending behind the woods of the Rosen Thal,

when our road diverged to the right and left at a

little chapel, near which there was no house for us

to ask which way we should follow. Beside the

chapel was a tasteful churchyard, or ' God's acre,'

as the Germans call it, with sundry stone crosses

and flower-beds. My guide resolved on taking the

lower road, to the left, with some uncertainty as to

whether we should have to pass the night in the

woods. But before darkness set in we came to a

turn in the mountain which disclosed a group of
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cottages. Passing a small cloth-mill and another

chapel, we began to ascend another range of hills,

formy guide nowremembered the locality, and said

we should have to pass the night at the shanty of

Herr Rost, near the Waterfall. At times the path

was so precipitous and full of loose stones that we

had to alight and lead our horses. The full summer

moon was sailing on her course as we reached Herr

Rost's, where we found a frugal supper and clean

beds of Indian corn straw, after a long day's ride

of thirteen hours.

I
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XII.

FROM THE WATERFALL TO THE DEVIL'S

GLEN.

It was my purpose to see the first rays of the sun

fall on the Caté cascade, and some time before sun-

rise we were making our way through Herr Rost's

wood-clearing, where patches of beans and flax

alternated with felled timber. The descent into

the ravine is no longer so dangerous as formerly,

but you must beware of the loose stones.

The first view of the waterfall disappoints you,

the quantity of water being insignificant ; its

height by degrees impresses you, for it is 375 feet

over a sheer precipice, the woods on either side

coming down to the brink, while the waterfall like

a silver ribbon descends to the valley ; there is no

visible outlet for the water, which is caught in a

pool that has never been sounded, and the neigh-

bours have a tradition of a man who fell in and was

never seen to rise, his body having been probably
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carried away by some subterranean current. At

the falls of the Anio, in Tivoli, there is a similar

pool, called Neptune's Grotto, with a subterranean

outlet.

A thin vapour rises from the cascade, which as-

sumes many colours as the sunbeams fall on it.

An Englishman took a photograph of this water-

fall some time ago, and to give an idea of its

height, he caused twenty men to stand in a line

with their hands joined, over the precipice. The

noise of the fall is trifling, but in winter the

volume of water is much greater, and often carries

down cattle with it.

From the waterfall my route lay again through

the Tea-forest to Baumschneitz, from which I in-

tended making a détour by the Devil's Glen and

Acht-und-Vierzig. In the middle of the forest we

met two women on horseback; as a rule the women

in these colonies ride like men, for the same reason

as in the mountainous parts of Italy, since side-

saddles would be very insecure. The only birds

you hear in these forests are the Tanzen-Vögel or

Dancing-birds, the ' blacksmith,' ' carpenter,' &c .

The dancing-birds are blue with red tops : five of

them perch in a line on the branch of a tree, the

leader sings, and the others hop backwards and

I 2



116 RIO GRANDE DO SUL.

forwards like soldiers on drill. The blacksmith is

a white bird with black top : the noise he makes

seems at a distance like a hammer striking on an

anvil. At rare intervals you see a monkey.

Descending from Woolff's to the valley we meet

numbers of children coming from school, two on

each horse, boys and girls, making their way

through the woods homewards. We arrive at Carl

Merkel's inn at Baumschneitz in time for dinner,

and halt here for the night. The landlord was

formerly a soldier of Rosas in Buenos Ayres, some

twenty years ago, and came hither just before the

campaign of Caseros which overthrew that ruler.

About sunset I took a stroll through the quiet

village, where the housewives were throwing open

their doors and windows, the children were play-

ing under the orange-trees, some fowlers were

coming home from the forest with bags full of

game, and a group of people was gathered at the

smithy watching the operation of shoeing a res-

tive horse. I turned into the graveyard of the

Catholic chapel and read the inscriptions which

tell the simple annals of the first settlers, some

born by the North Sea sands, some by the foaming

Danube, some in the Black Forest, some by the

sunny Rhine ; the oldest date I could find was 1837,
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showing that this colony must have been ten years

after San Leopoldo. An avenue from the grave-

yard leads to the Jesuit glebe hard by, where half-

a-dozen fathers reside belonging to the surround-

ing settlements. There is neither doctor nor apo-

thecary in the village, no prison or police ; the in-

habitants are simple in their habits, marry young,

have large families, and are usually long-lived .

During the Paraguayan war the place had to fur-

nish a contingent of twenty-six men, of whom

only five returned. It is pleasant, as the shades of

night descend, to watch the wood-cutters' fires, or

the lights from the little homesteads onthe moun-

tain sides. The fire-flies flit about, and the village

is settling down to repose ; the smithy is shut, and

the moon rises, pouring her silvery light upon wood

and mountain. It is worthy of note that the fire-

flies in the River Plate carry the lantern in their

tails, but here it is on their heads, and the light is

clearer.

An hour before sunrise I was again on the road,

by moonlight, leaving the valley of Baumschneitz

behind. At a short distance the path plunged into

a dense forest, and before we emerged from it we

could see the first beams of morning shining on

the tree-tops. The magnificent woodland scenery
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fully compensates for the difficulties of the path :

every now and then we have to bend low or side-

ways to avoid the species of wild vines that hang

like ropes from the lofty branches, forming the

most fantastic network from tree to tree. After a

couple of hours' riding, in which we met nobody,

a forest-opening occurred, and we saw a field of

magnificent palms, passing which we were again

in the woods, until the crowing of a cock an-

nounced that we were near some human habita-

tion, and presently we found ourselves at a com-

fortable farm-house, the owner of which, in reply

to my guide's questions, pointed over a thickly-

wooded ridge towards Acht-und-Vierzig, adding

that the way was almost impracticable . He sent

his little girl to open for us the gate of the fence

which separated his holding from the glen. The

descent at once began to be steep ,the path stony and

difficult, and before a quarter of an hour I almost

repented not having taken the farmer's advice and

turned back. At one place it was like descending

a rickety stone staircase, as we led our horses

gently by the head, and even so the poor beasts

stumbled so often that at times I feared they

should fall on us. At last we reached the foot,

where a valley spread out ahead of us, the steep
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sides being clad with thickest timber, and a small

river running in the middle of the low ground,

which we skirted. A peculiar noise called my at-

tention, and I was puzzled to think what it might

be, until my guide said it was caused by apes

holding a morning confabulation ; the din being

caused by the animals striking their mouths with

their paws.

The colonists see little of the apes, which gene-

rally make their haunts in secluded woods, near

fresh water, and dislike the proximity of human

beings. Crossing the stream we came to a large

cavern or hollow of the mountain , that leans

over the path as if ready to overwhelm the travel-

ler. On the top of the cliff are farm-houses in-

visible to us, and yonder we see some little boys

with satchels making their way afoot to the school

of Acht-und-Vierzig : the woods are still thick, and

the scenery charming at each fresh vista. Here

we come upon a fine orange-grove near the ruins

of a house ; a woman is driving a cow before her.

As the valley again opens we see in the distance,

overtopping the woods, the turret of the village

chapel, which crowns the hill- side. The river

running through the valley is crossed by a

massive stone bridge, 400 yards long and 30 feet
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high, which cost over 30,000l. Formerly numbers

of colonists and others perished in trying to cross

here in rainy seasons, and whether from this cir-

cumstance or from the gloomy scenery around, the

place is called the Devil's Glen.

A steep ascent leads from the bridge to the

village on the hill. The principal trader of the

place is Herr Kossel ; a good shop is also kept by

Frau Blauet : the inn is clean and comfortable,

and as usual there is a large ball-room, 40 feet

square, with a gallery for the musicians : here the

villagers have their monthly balls. The chapel

is built in the same style as all the rest in the

colonies, but it is to be noted that the Protestant

chapels have no turret or belfry. The graveyard

has but few tombstones, and in a meadow hard-by

we see a Jesuit reading his breviary.

Riding through the village we attract the notice

of the inhabitants, and as we pass the school the

children seem well-ordered at their tasks. As we

ascend Bergsmerberg, a long and gentle acclivity,

we observe gardens, cottages, and a Protestant

chapel, in a very diversified landscape. Half-an-

hour farther finds us in dense woods, where we

meet two ladies unaccompanied and riding side-

saddle.
As the woods open we come out on a
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A

cloth-mill built over a little stream, with a jolly-

looking miller and comfortable residence.

couple of miles farther we come to a wayside shop

kept by a smart-looking woman, who kindly gave

us permission to rest, for the sun was now hot.

She had neither meat nor eggs, but sent out her

little boy to dig some potatoes for us (these people

are great vegetarians) , and offered to borrow some

hay from a neighbour for our horses. As wewere,

however, very hungry, having had nothing all day

but a cup of coffee at Acht-und-Vierzig, we re-

solved to push on to San Leopoldo for dinner.

Wild, bare mountain scenery succeeded, affording

us a fine view of the country : to the left we are

leaving behind us the Dos Irmaos, and to the right

lies the Caffee-schneitz, while ahead of us is the

Farapoi Wood, famous for guerilla combats in the

civil war. Below the wood is a pleasant valley,

and yonder snug farm-house belongs to Carl Wilk.

A few paces from our path we are startled to ob-

serve the body of a man : as we proceed to dis-

mount, Cornelius remarks to me that he must have

died of a fit or exposure to the sun. The body

was not quite stiff, but to all appearance dead,

until Cornelius exclaimed, ' It is warm, he cannot

be dead ; ' and turning up the face, we saw it was
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a poor old negro slave, who presently opened his

eyes. The smell of cashaso was intolerable, for

the old fellow had been on a drunken spree, having

probably obtained a holiday from his master, Herr

Wilk. Had he remained there a few hours longer

the sun must have killed him. We meet several

waggons returning to the hills, most of them with

oil casks, having left their produce at San Leopoldo,

the church of which is now distinctly visible.

Traversing some miles of low, sandy ground, from

which the glare of the sun is most distressing, we

reach the Rio dos Sinos and wade it at a depth

of five feet, arriving at Koch's comfortable hotel

in time for dinner.
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XIII.

THE GERMAN COLONIES : THEIR ORIGIN,

GROWTH, AND PRESENT CONDITION.

THE first colony was that of San Leopoldo,

established by the present Emperor's father, Dom

Pedro I., in the fertile lands of the old Féitoria

Real de Canhamo (Royal flax factory) , still called

Féitoria Velha, on the banks of the Sinos river, now

forty-seven years ago. The first batch of settlers ,

comprising 26 families and 17 unmarried persons,

arrived on June 25, 1825, to the number of 126

souls, and were followed some months later by 157

families numbering 909 persons. In the four sub-

sequent years the arrivals reached 3,701 ; but the

civil wars which ensued put a stop to immigration

until the renewal of peace in 1844, the number of

arrivals in 1846 amounting to 1,515. A census.

taken in 1854 showed the colonists to number

11,172 souls, including 3,680 children born in the

country, occupying 2,083 houses. The increase by
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births over deaths was amazing, and the number

of colonists was also increased by the disbanded

battalions of German chasseurs and grenadiers

after the war, who received, like the soldiers of

Augustus, free land-grants, that they might turn

their swords into reaping-hooks, and each man sit

down under the shadow of his own fig-tree.

1866 the Inspector of Colonies reported the number

ofGermans (including children born in the country)

at 25,000 in the single district of San Leopoldo,

and their farm-lots ranged in value from 10 to

28 contos (say 1,000l . to 2,8007. sterling) .

In

When we bear in mind that the colony at the

very outset had to encounter a civil war which

lasted nearly twenty years, and in which the

colonists themselves were forced to take part on

opposing sides, it is simply marvellous what pro-

gress San Leopoldo has made, now the richest,

most productive, and most populous district in the

Province of Rio Grande.'

The first settlers received free-grants each of

130 acres uncleared land, besides farming-imple-

ments, seeds, and a subsidy for their support : this

subsidy consisted of apataca (about a shilling) ahead

per day for the first year, and half a pataca the

second. The total number of immigrants alive in
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the colony in 1854 was 7,492, the rest having

either died naturally or perished in the wars, at

the conclusion of which in 1846 San Leopoldo was

found to be only a heap of ruins.

Peace, however, no sooner smiled upon the

country than the growth of this colony was pro-

digious, and it has gone on increasing since the

formation ofthe municipality in 1854. Now every

year hundreds of young men leave San Leopoldo

for the districts of Triumfo, San Jeronimo,

Taquary, Bocca-do-Monte, forming new settlements

which radiate in all directions, clearing away the

virgin forests and extending the fruits of industry

far and wide.

In 1854 the exports of San Leopoldo represented

91,2007. sterling ; in 1867 they were estimated at

nine times that amount. In 1854 the commerce

maintained 282 flat-boats ; now it requires steam-

boats and railways. In 1854 the lands of the

colonists were valued at 600,000l . sterling, but now

they represent ten times that figure. In 1854 the

manufactures of San Leopoldo comprised 67,000

sets of harness and 3,300l. worth of tanned hides.

At present it would be impossible to enumerate the

saw-mills, oil-presses , breweries, tanyards, distil-

leries, sugar-presses, and manufactories of hats, fire-
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arms, iron-work, &c. established at San Leopoldo,

Hamburgerberg, Féitoria, Hortensio, and the

country round. All the saddlery for the army,

farmers, &c., is made here, as well as the lances,

spurs, and accoutrements ; and tanned hides are

sent to all parts of the empire, while San Leopoldo

also supplies Port Alegre with butter, eggs, fowls,

pork, &c. The official report estimates the produce

of San Leopoldo alone at 10,000 contos or one

million sterling per annum.

Of late years the colonists have begun to culti-

vate vines, and now the yield is over a thousand

pipes of wine yearly. They are also giving some

attention to bees, for the production of honey and

wax ; and as flax and cotton are easily cultivated,

there is an increasing home manufacture of these

staples with the rudest and simplest appliances.

At an exhibition of arts, products, and manufac-

tures for the Province of Rio Grande, in 1866,

more than three-fourths of the prizes fell to

German colonists.

Meantime it is thought that the colonies

would have made even greater progress if more

care had been given to their first establishment..

Major Schaeffer, who engaged the first colonists

in Germany on the part of the Brazilian Govern-
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ment, did not select the most suitable persons,

such as small peasant farmers, but took them

all as they came, and to the present day we

find among the old colonists a mixture of shoe-

makers, coopers, saddlers, charcoal-burners, &c.,

who in the beginning felt so little disposition for

agriculture that when some of them were settled

down here they sold their grants for a bottle of

brandy. Then again the authorities had not

properly measured and marked out the ground,

which was considered a trifling matter ; but when

land subsequently became of value, the number of

disputed titles was so confusing that a special

commission was at last sent by Government to re-

store order and confirm rights, but not before some

of the most industrious colonists had thrown up

their farms in disgust and removed to the new

German colonies that were being formed on the

River Plate.

The municipal returns of San Leopoldo show

that the exports of the district have almost

trebled in sixteen years. The amount of duties

levied in 1854 was about 800l. , and in 1870 was

2,2001. sterling. The municipal revenue of San

Leopoldo is said to exceed that of Rio Grande

city, and the imperial blue-books of the Rio
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Janeyro speak of San Leopoldo as the most flourish-

ing agricultural department in Brazil. The exports

for the year ending June 30, 1870, were as

follow:-

Beans, sacks 34,852

Maize 42,78329

Potatoes 5,972,,

Starch 17799

Bacon, lbs. 220,000

Lard 460,000""

Tobacco 105,000

Bark 2,400

Yerba-mate, 29 8,500

Hair 110,000

Saddles 3,529

Lombillas 3,651

Caronos 3,918

Sandals, pairs

Slippers

Cowhides

""

·

Swine, heads

Aguardiente, pipes

Firewood, measures

71,630

30,371

11,159

172

120

5,426

Lumber, value . £2,356

Add to this such important items as butter, eggs,

poultry, &c., which are free of duties and not

included in the above. To the general reader, who

may be anxious to know what Lombillas and

Caronos are, we can only say that they are parts

of harness or saddlery which the colonists make

especially for the army and exportation to the

northern provinces.
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The colonies which have grown out of San

Leopoldo, or been subsequently established in Rio

Grande, are now 43 in number, mostly radiating

around the first settlement and promising to rival

it in prosperity : they are-

•

Lomba Grande

New Hamburg

Costa da Serra

Baumschneitz

Dos Irmaos

Campo Bom

Caffee-schneitz

Achtundviersig-schneitz

Hortense-schneitz

Picada Feliz

Picada Voluntaria

Picada Solitaria

Picada Demanda

Sommer-schneitz

Capibary-schneitz

Montravel

Mundo Novo

Conventos

Morro dos Bois:

Costa Cahy

Padre Eterno

Larangeiras

Maratà

Bocca do Monte

Bom Jardin

Novo Petropolis

Germania

Silva

El Rey

Santa Cruz

Mont Alverne

Soledade

Sant Angelo

Cima da Serra

Sinimbu

Camaquam

San Lorenzo

Estrella

Tres Forquilhas

San Pedro

Teutonia

Paricy.

Two of the above, namely Tres Forquilhas and

San Pedro, are nearly as old as San Leopoldo,

having been founded in 1826, but have not been so

prosperous. The position chosen for them was

remote and unsuitable, on the margin of Lake

K
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Itapebe, separated by 120 miles of forest from San

Leopoldo, and near the projected seaport of Torres

between Sta Catalina and Rio Grande : the twin

colonies were founded in this way. Ninety families

were selected, and 53 of these (Protestants) were

located at Tres Forquilhas, the remaining 37

(Catholics) being placed on a site called San Pedro

de Alcantara, nearer Torres. The proposed harbour

of refuge was never constructed (although official

surveys have again been made recently), and the

two colonies were cut off from all communication

till 1849, when a road was made from the valley

of Tres Forquilhas to Cima da Serra, where the

river from which the colony takes its name has its

head-waters. A little after the foundation of Tres

Forquilhas many of the colonists became very much

disgusted, and 17 families returned to San Leopoldo,

the other 36 remaining to contend with the diffi-

culties of their situation . For a quarter of a cen-

tury they had neither roads nor communication

with the rest of the province : their progress was,

therefore, slow, but not the less certain. Latest

returns show its population to have quadrupled,

being 80 families or 700 souls, with 75 comfortable

houses, a Protestant chapel and pastor, 2 schools

(one paid by the State) , 4 shops, 8 tanyards, 3
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carpenters, 5 shoemakers, 3 boat-builders, &c. ;

besides ten flour-mills, 8 distilleries , and 28

'atafonas ' for grinding mandioca. The colony

is at present in a highly flourishing condition,

the lands being well cultivated and yielding

large quantities of sugar-cane, mandioca, and

rice for exportation, not to speak of maize, beans,

and potatoes for home consumption . Coffee is

also found to thrive here, as well as the cotton

plant. The colonists at the same time occupy

themselves in handicrafts (as in each and all

of these German colonies), and at every house

you find a sugar-mill or distillery for aguardiente,

or some of the family busy in making ' rapaduras,'

of which they export 250,000 yearly. The other

annual products include 3,000 bushels of man-

dioca, and about 500l . worth of minor articles, such

as pork, cotton, &c.

San Pedro or Torres has a similar history to

Tres Forquilhas, and since the ' renaissance ' of

1849 has made the same remarkable progress , the

latest returns showing 511 souls (in 86 families) , of

which there were 264 males and 247 females. The

school is attended by 50 children. The colony is

situated 12 miles from Torres Point, and counts

29 sugar-mills or distilleries, 31 atafonas ' for

K 2
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mandioca, 1 beer-brewery, 1 tanyard, 2 oil-mills,

1 saddlery, 6 shops, 5 blacksmiths, 3 shoemakers,

3 carpenters, and a doctor.
The annual pro-

duce of the colony includes 382 pipes aguar-

diente, 250 cwt. of sugar, 4,850 sacks man-

dioca, 100 sacks polvillo , 500 sacks maize, 200

sacks beans, 250 sacks rice, 150 sacks potatoes,

40,000 tiles, 60,000 bricks, 190 sets harness,

1,000 lbs. glue, &c.

There are no tables extant of the amount of

money laid out by the Imperial Government on the

three colonies of San Leopoldo, Tres Forquilhas,

and Torres, the settlers of which received their

lands free, besides an absolute gift in the way of

farming implements, provisions, &c. It is, how-

ever, admitted that any such outlay has been

repaid a hundredfold in the income and duties

from the single district of San Leopoldo. If the

proposed railway from Port Alegre to Torres be

carried out, the other two colonies will soon be

equally prosperous.

The sons ofthe colonists of San Leopoldo soon

spread themselves and formed the following new

settlements, at short distances from SanLeopoldo:-

Capibary-schueitz

Sommer-schneitz .

Picada Demanda

14 farms, distance 12 miles•

63 20· 99 "" 99

45 20•
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·

30•

50• •

18

Picada Solitaria

Picada Voluntaria

Morro dos Bois

Costa Cahy . •

40 farms, distance 30 miles

3099 99 29

12"" 99 "9

2529 "" 99

Padre Eterno 200 12· • • 99 99 99

Larangeiras • • • 100 2099 99 29

Santa Maria or Bocca
110100 20099 ""

do Monte

But even before these there were Tomba Grande,

New Hamburg, Costa da Serra, Bom Jardin, Dos

Irmaos, Baumschneitz, Campo Bom, Achtund-

viersig, Caffee-schneitz, Picada Hortense, Cuatro

Colonias, and Picada Feliz : these twelve settle-

ments are very prosperous and count no fewer than

23 churches and 46 schools, the latter attended by

1,045 boys and 697 girls : 31 of these schools are

maintained by the colonists, and 15 by the State.

In 1849, after the conclusion of the civil war,

the Provincial Government of Rio Grande, under

President Andreas, endeavoured to revive the

above system of German colonisation, marking

out free land-grants at Santa Cruz, 100 miles from

Port Alegre, and 20 from the town of Rio Pardo ,

on an affluent of the River Jacuhy. The lands

were fertile, the site excellent, and the colony has

been a brilliant success. The first batch of set-

tlers, thirteen in number, arrived in December

1849, two others in the ensuing year, and the
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beginning of 1851 counted 145 souls in the

colony, including thirty colonists ' sons from San

Leopoldo. The same year a contract was made

by Vice-President Bello with Peter Klendgen to

bring out 2,000 Germans in two years, the latter

proceeding to Germany and offering land-grants,

with the sole obligation of repaying advance for

implements and supplies : he could not fulfil his

contract-the people that were willing to come

not being able to pay their passage. At last , in

November 1854, a new colonisation-law was

passed which gave an immense impetus to the

rising settlements : the Government of Rio

Grande advanced 5l. sterling per head for the

passage of immigrants, and sold them the land at

reasonable prices, payable in five yearly instalments,

along with the above 51. At the close of 1854 the

colony only counted 891 inhabitants, occupying

304 land-grants, the Government having expended

over 9,000l. in their assistance ; each successive

year saw the colony progress rapidly, and latest

returns show 5,083 settlers, occupying an area of

240,000 acres. They have 3 Catholic and 4 Pro-

testant chapels, 13 schools (including 3 supported

by the State) , 11 flour-mills, 2 ' atafonas,' 11 sugar-

mills, 5 oil-presses, 5 tanyards, 1 soap-factory, 1
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yerba-factory, 1 rope-walk, 1 chandlery, 2 cart-

wrights, 11 blacksmiths, 26 tailors, 47 shoe-

makers, 3 saddlers, 51 carpenters, 41 stone-

cutters, 26 shopkeepers. The total population is

4,794, of whom 2,403 are Catholics and 2,394

Protestants : they compose 988 families, with

1,584 children. Most of the colonists are in the

prime of life, only 180 being over fifty years. The

exports of the colony are estimated at 18,000l.

sterling, and the imports at 16,500l. Their

annual crop is valued at 25,000l. , of which one-

third stands for tobacco, one-fourth maize, and

the rest beans, potatoes, barley, wine, sugar-cane,

rice, flax, &c. , including 5,000 pounds of cotton,

and an equal quantity of honey.

Rincon del Rey was founded about the same

time as Santa Cruz (1850) , not by the State, but

by Dr. Israel Barcellos, who induced a number of

German families, chiefly from San Leopoldo, to

settle on his lands near the town of Rio Pardo,

which they supply with milk, butter, eggs, honey,

vegetables, &c. this colony is flourishing.

Mundo Novo was also founded in 1850, by a

gentleman named Tristan Monteiro, on lands

which he bought a few years before on the Arroyo

Santa Maria, 30 miles north-east of San Leopoldo.
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He sold the farm-lots at 301. each, and soon found

colonists, not only from San Leopoldo, but also

from Germany, the situation being well chosen,

on the high-road to Cima da Serra. Its progress

has been wonderful : in 1853 it had only 4 shops,

and now its import trade represents 45,000l . per

annum, while its exports of maize, tobacco, wine,

sugar-cane, beans, brandy, &c ., are still more

valuable. There are 2 churches ; St. Mary's

(Protestant) and St. Rose (Catholic) , besides 12

mills for sugar, oil, and flour ; 8 distilleries, 2

' atafonas ' for grinding mandioca, 2 saw-mills, 1

brewery, 4 tanyards, 1 tobacco-factory, 7 black-

smiths, 11 shoemakers, 6 tailors, 3 waggon-

makers, 3 carpenters, 1 hatter, 1 stone-cutter, and

40 shopkeepers . There are 9 schools, Catholic

and Protestant, most of the inhabitants being of

the latter persuasion ; of the total 259 families,

there are 195 Protestant, 54 Catholic, and 10

mixed. The colony includes, besides the village

of Paquara, six picadas ' or farming districts,

between Cima da Serra, Padre Eterno, and the

rivers Sinos and Tocano. Although this colony

has been such a brilliant success, it is said that

the founder did not make a great fortune by it.

Conventos was founded in 1853 by Fialho
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Pereyra & Co., and is now the property of Fialho

and Vargas, who brought out a number of fami-

lies from Germany, gave them liberal advances

for food, implements, and other necessaries ; the

colony was located in the fertile valley of the

Taquary, on the Arroyo Forqueta, an affluent of

that river, about 90 miles north-west of San Leo-

poldo, and 40 from the town of Taquary. Messrs.

Vargas are said to have lost money in the enter-

prise, but the colony is getting on well, com-

prising 83 families, chiefly dedicated to the

cultivation of beans, maize, wheat, and flax, from

which last they manufacture some good home-

made fabrics. They also produce annually some

pipes of wine for their own consumption ; the

exports consist of maize, potatoes, and beans.

Silva was founded in 1854 between Conventos

and the town of Taquary on an area of 30,000

acres belonging to a wealthy Brazilian ; and two

years later Mariante and Estrella, all in the same

rich valley, within easy reach of the great water-

courses which form such easy highways.

these colonists are thriving.

All

Maratà also dates from the same period ( 1856) ,

and takes its name from the Arroyo on which it

is situated, an affluent of the Rio Cahy. The
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lands in question were purchased by Andreas

Kochenburger and Peter Schreiner (in 1855) , who

divided them into 120 farm-lots, which they dis-

posed of to countrymen of theirs : the colony

comprises 88 families in 3 picadas, or groups- St.

Catherine, St. Andrew, and Good Hope, the total

population being 560 souls. There are 42 Pro-

testant, 37 Catholic, and 9 mixed, families ; the

school is attended by 70 children. The colony

possesses 6 oil or flour mills, 3 distilleries, 1

brewery, 2 atafonas, 3 carpenters, 2 shoemakers,

and 3 tailors, besides 2 large shops. Maratà is 30

miles north-west of San Leopoldo, not far from

Port Guimaraens, to which the New Hamburg

Railway will probably be prolonged .

Santo Angelo derives its origin from a decree

of the Provincial Legislature, dated November 30,

1855, which also ordered the establishment of

another colony at Nova Petropolis . The first

batch of settlers, 119 in number, arrived from Ger-

many in 1857, being joined by 7 Germans from

San Leopoldo. The locality of Santo Angelo was

admirably chosen, in productive soil, between the

Rio Jacuhy and the slopes of Sierra Geral, 50

miles from the town of Caxoeira, and 200 from

Port Alegre : the Jacuhy is navigable the whole
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way from the colony to Port Alegre, and the

colonists have two roads, one to the town of

Caxoeira, another to the Jacuhy ford, 25 miles

distant. The colony is supposed to cover 20,000

acres (29,500,000 square brazas) , but barely one-

fifth is actually settled on, the rest still awaits

colonists. Farm-lots of 120 acres may be pur-

chased for 451. sterling, and smaller lots of 80

acres (100,000 square brazas) at 301. Since the

commencement the colony has been under the

immediate and personal direction of Baron von

Kalden, who is highly spoken of. The present

population is 825 , of which number one-third are

German-Brazilians, and the rest from the Father-

land, except 22 from the Netherlands and France.

There are 304 men, 245 women, and 276 children ;

forming 194 families. More than two-thirds

(568) are Protestants, to whom the Legislature

gave the sum of 400l. to build a chapel ; the

Catholics also have one, and there is a school for

the children of each persuasion. There are 6

mills, 6 shops, 2 tanyards, 5 shoemakers, 2

tailors, 2 blacksmiths, 19 carpenters, 4 cart-

wrights, 1 saddler, and 5 stone-cutters . The

annual exports of maize, tobacco, beans, rice,

sugar-cane, &c. exceed 1,700l. in value, and the
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imports 1,300l. , leaving a balance of 4007. in

favour of the colony. The stock comprises 313

horses, 473 horned cattle, 3,811 pigs, 25 sheep, 8

goats, and 5,933 poultry. Several of the products

were sent to the Paris Exhibition , and the to-

bacco obtained a premium, being considered quite

equal to that of the Sta Cruz colony. The latest

annual returns show 42 births, 7 marriages, and

12 deaths.

Novo Petropolis was founded on the part of the

Provincial Government by Counsellor Ferraz,

between the Rio Cahy and Sierra Geral as an

entrepôt between Port Alegre and Cima da Serra ;

about 32 miles north of San Leopoldo. In 1858,

the first batch of 80 settlers arrived from Ger-

many, the terms offered being the same as in the

Sta Cruz colony, viz. , each family purchased a

farm -lot of 80 acres for 301., payable in five yearly

instalments, and the colonists to repay in like

manner any advances made in their favour, be-

sides the cost of transport from Rio Grande to the

colony. The situation is well chosen, and there

are three roads ; to Picada Feliz, 12 miles, and

Port Guimaraens, 30 miles, both on the Rio

Cahy ; and to San Leopoldo. The area is

140,000,000 brazas, or 100,000 acres, of which
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one-fifth is actually under tillage. At first, much

confusion was caused by the appointment of an

improper manager, named Vidal, who was at last

removed in March 1860, after wasting much

money : he was succeeded by Mr. Frederick

William Barthelemay, who restored order,

marked out the boundaries of the settlers, and

devoted much labour to the making of roads.

There are now 344 farms, distributed in 8 groups

or picadas, as follow:-

Olinda .

Imperial

Piraja .

Riachuelo

Barros Pimentel

Sebastopol ·

76

120

55

8

30

26

17

12

Christino

Nova Petropolis

These numbers do not include a group of 75

Americans, to whom the Imperial Government has

given a land-grant between Barros Pimentel and

the Arroyo Sinimbri. Many Americans, however, as

well as others sent to Santo Angelo, left the colony

in disgust ; but they were not suitable people, being

for the most part unmarried, unaccustomed to

country work, and displeased with everything.

The Government gave them a subsidy of 25 cents

a day for their support, but they refused even to
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help in clearing roads through the forest for the

colony.

The Government tried to oblige the German

colonists to pay for their lands in this way, by

employing them in forest-clearings and deducting

half their wages on account of the sums (in all

about 9,000l. ) they owed the State ; but the colo-

nists flatly refused, alleging that they were so

poor as hardly to be able to support their families,

much less work for half wages. Since then the

State has spent a good deal of money on roads,

the average cost for a clearance 20 feet wide being

about 501. sterling per mile. The first settlers

received some annoyances from the Bugres

Indians, and even so late as 1867 a band of

thirty of these savages kept for some time prowl-

ing about the colony, at last making an assault

on Michael Kerber's mill, where they were re-

pulsed with such spirit that they retired without

having done injury. Between the colony and

Cima da Serra is a place known as Campo dos

Bugres, where these Indians formerly lived . It

is proposed to prolong the road from Cima da

Serra to Nonohay, in the direction of Matto

Grosso. The lands of Novo Petropolis are too

elevated for cotton or tobacco, being nearly on a
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level with the Sierra Geral table-land ; but all

kinds of wheat, flax, colza, maize, beans, &c. do

remarkably well, and the colonists obtained

numerous prizes and honourable mentions ' at

the Paris Exhibition . They raise as much flax as

to suffice for all the home-made linen necessary

for their own uses. The lands between the rivers

Jacuhy and Cadea are found peculiarly suited for

cereals. The population of this colony is re-

turned at 991 souls .

Cima da Serra, otherwise called San Luis , is

another of the colonies founded by the legislature

of the province : it is situated in thick woods, and

distant nearly 300 miles from San Leopoldo.

San Lorenzo was started by Mr. Jacob Reingantz,

near Pelotas, in 1858. The Government pays a

premium of 21. a-head on whatever immigrants he

brings out, Mr. Reingantz paying their passage

from Germany, giving them supplies for the first

year, and selling them farm-lots payable in instal-

ments . The colony has been very successful, and

comprises 1,637 souls , in 340 families, who cultivate

372 farms and raise large quantities of grain and

vegetables for the Pelotas and Rio Grande markets.

The colonists are as 3 Protestants to 1 Catholic

and have two schools : they have a little steamer
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to carry produce to Rio Grande, the colony being

advantageously situated on the slope of Serra dos

Taipes, on the banks of the navigable river

Camequan. The State has founded a colony

called San Feliciano on the same river ; it is still

in its infancy, and these two are the only colonies

in the southern part of the Province.

Santa Maria da Soledada, like so many other

enterprises of this kind, was ruinous to its founder,

Count de Montravel, who obtained a concession

from the Provincial Legislature in 1855, and, along

with some capitalists of Port Alegre, marked out

the new colonial settlement between the Rio Cahy

and its tributary Ferromeco. The first settlers

arrived from Europe in 1857 , and in the beginning

he would only have Catholics, which caused the

colony to lose its German character, being largely

mixed with Dutch, Swiss, &c. The Count also was

too lavish in his expenditure, and when the

colonists were heavily indebted to him he found

himself ruined and gave up the enterprise, then

taken in by the other shareholders with the

assistance of the 1mperial Government. The

colony nowprospers, having raised last year 83,000

bushels of grain, 240 cwt. of tobacco, and a large

quantity of yerba, sugar, flax, and cotton. There
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are 7 mills, 4 churches, and a state school. The

farming stock comprises 7,300 head, besides 7,224

pigs and 22,000 poultry. The colonists are 1,571 in

number (330 families) , nearly two-thirds Catholics,

and three-fourths of the whole number Germans,

the rest from Switzerland or the Low Countries.

The colony lies some 40 miles NW. of San Leopoldo ,

and 20 N. of Port Guimaraes, the proposed station

ofthe prolonged New Hamburg Railway.

Monte Alverne was founded by the Rio Grande

Government in 1859, on lands adjacent to Santa

Cruz, close to the Arroyo Castelhano, an affluent of

the Taquary. It was at first treated as a branch of

the Santa Cruz colony, and the colonists for some

years suffered great poverty. They have a public

school, and are about equal in number, Catholics

and Protestants.

San Francisco d'Assis and San Nicolao were

founded by the Provincial Government in 1859 ;

the first on the head-waters of the Ibicuy, the

second near Encrucilhada, besides a third far in

the interior on the banks of the Upper Uruguay ;

but none of these have made progress owing to

the distance and impenetrable woods.

Teutonia was founded by a company of German

merchants who bought some lands on the Taquary

L
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and imported 40 families to settle on them. There

are now 600 farm-lots occupied or marked out, and

as the soil is good and the situation favourable, this

colony promises to be a great success . It is 20

miles from the town of Taquary and 12 miles from

the river, being close to the colony of Estrella

already mentioned.

Sinimbu was founded by Messrs. Holzweissig of

Port Alegre in the district of Maquinè, far north-

ward, on the line of the proposed railway to Santa

Catalina ; but until some such means of communi-

cation be established the colony must suffer from

its extreme isolation.

Caseros is a kind of military colony established

by the Imperial Government, near Lagoa Ver-

melha, 120 miles N. of San Leopoldo. It counts

65 men, 48 women, and 76 children, who have a

chapel, school, and 46 wooden houses. Their stock

consists of 104 head, and their crop consists chiefly

of maize, besides 175 bushels of wheat and beans,

and 12 cwt. of tobacco.

The inspector of colonies gives a shocking de-

scription of the immigrants engaged in New York

by Mr. Bocayaba, in 1867, and brought to Brazil

at the expense of the Imperial Government. A

contingent of 157 ofthem was sent to Port Alegre
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to be distributed among the newcolonies in forma-

tion. A few that were married turned out well,

but the rest are described as idle, worthless vaga-

bonds, of whom only 13 were native Americans,

and the others a mixture of English, Irish, Scotch,

French, and Germans, that the police-authorities of

New York (as the inspector insinuates) prevailed

on Mr. Bocayaba to ship for Brazil with the hope

of reforming them in the southern hemisphere.

They arrived half-naked and shoeless, and insisted

on the Government providing them with clothing :

they refused to cook their own food and obliged the

authorities to find thema cook ; they bartered their

bread for liquor, and to complete their misconduct

burned all the benches, doors, and windows for fuel.

On their way to the interior they committed some

robberies and caused much trouble, and arriving

at Nova Petropolis repeated their vandalism inthe

emigrants' house byburning all the wood-work and

100 yards of fencing. Some delay occurred in the

payment of the subsidy promised them daily, and

they proceeded to intimidate the authorities. Six

ofthem were sent to Santo Angelo, where farm-lots

and houses were given them, besides 21. each in

cash, but they took the earliest opportunity to run

away, going probably to the Banda Oriental : 85

L 2
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were sent to Novo Petropolis, most of whom also

deserted. The inspector of colonies rejoices at this

circumstance, for, he says, if they remained they

would cause endless confusion. His report may be

rather exaggerated, but it is impossible to shut our

eyes to the fact that this kind of colonists was

wholly unsuitable and the effort merely a waste of

money.

Very different are the inspector's remarks onthe

German settlers, and I gladly add my testimonyto

the truth of what he says ::-

'German immigration is the only kind that has

done well in this province, and the success of these

people is due to their patient and persevering

industry in tilling the little farms they are proud

to call their own, which they never could do in

Germany. They are not only laborious, but also

economical and able to bear privation or hardship,

and hence their progress is sometimes slow, but

always sure and steady. Look at what the first

settlers had to go through in clearing the forests ,

facing the wild beasts and Indians, suffering want,

exposure, and the effects of a new climate .

they overcame all obstacles, and in spite of ten

years of warfounded a vast and flourishing colonial

system throughout our virgin forests. It is this

But
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plodding perseverance, patience under privation,

and simple mode of life which make the Germans

superior to any other kind of settlers in a new

country.

' Meantime they have some defects, and the

principal is a habit of routine which makes them

averse to any change such as improved methods of

agriculture orthe use ofmachinery. In the United

States, it is true, they imitate what they see around

them and are carried along by the tide of improve-

ment ; but with us, who are rather sleepy in such

matters, the German remains as conservative of

old ways as if the world never advanced, and along

with his simplicity of life and character (which is

so admirable) he perpetuates the retrograde system

of agriculture of past ages.

'The German settlers as a rule speak their own

language exclusively, their children preserving this

bond of nationality the same as if born in the

Fatherland, but they also understand Portuguese

perfectly. I do not share in the apprehensions of

those who say it is injudicious to have so large and

powerful a foreign element in the province. The

settlers and their children have a warm regard for

the country and speak of the Emperor with almost

child-like affection. Neither are they of a trouble-
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some or ambitious character, but entirely devoted

to the care of their little families and farms, for-

getful of returning to the Fatherland, and making

themselves heart and soul identified with their

adopted country, as happens in the United States

and Australia, where they are esteemed among the

best and most useful citizens .

The Swiss are everyway as good as the Germans,

possessing the same character and qualities, which

fit them for colonists. The Portuguese have also

many things to recommend them, being sober,

steady, industrious people, fond of agriculture and

the labour of vineyards. In Serra dos Quevedos,

near Camaquan, there is a thriving Portuguese

community, remarkable for its fine crops, its

spinning and weaving industry, and orderly habits,

which make it an example to our own native people

of the surrounding country who are plunged in

indolence and barely raise enough food to support

life. And if we make an excursion to Faxinal de

Cangussu, we find the grand-children of a lot of

Portuguese settlers who came hither in the eight-

eenth century and perpetuated habits of order,

virtue, and industry which are now well preserved

by their descendants. When speaking ofPortuguese

I would also include people from the Spanish pro-
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vince of Galicia, who are very similar and equally

laborious.'

For some years previous to 1860 the number of

German arrivals averaged nearly two thousand,

the Government paying a subsidy of 21. per head to

Messrs. Martin Valentin of Hamburg and Steinman

& Co. of Antwerp on all such passengers. In

1860 this subsidy was suspended, and the immigra-

tion fell away more than half, at last dwindling

downto 105 in 1866. During the Paraguayan war

not much attention was given to colonisation, but

at present a new era has begun which promises to

increase largely the German and producing ele-

ment of Rio Grande. The legislature has become

convinced that whatever sums it expends in this

way are speedily reimbursed by the enhanced

revenue and productions of the colonists' industry.

Several contracts have recently been signed for the

introduction of German or Swiss settlers ; one

with Messrs. Holzweissig is for 40,000 immigrants.

The Imperial Government has also contracted for

100,000 English colonists , at the rate of 10,000

yearly, to be sent out by a Bristol firm, and it is

possible many of these will be settled in Rio Grande

on account of its favourable climate and soil. Most

of the Germans who come hither are from Pome-
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rania or the Rhine-land, and one little district

called Hundsweg, on the Rhine, has sent thousands.

Last year it was stated to Government that there

were two thousand families in Pomerania anxious

to come out, if the Government would pay their

passage. The colonists now coming out will receive

farm-lots in the same way as those who came

before they will have to clear away the dense

forests which are the only obstacle to the husband-

man. The province is large enough for the aggre-

gate population of half-a-dozen of the smaller

kingdoms of Europe.
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XIV.

ARRIAL AND PELOTAS.

FROM San Leopoldo returning to Port Alegre I

halted a few days at the latter place and obtained

from the Government a pamphlet published on the

province by an engineer named Camargo, with

much statistical and general information. Being

desirous of visiting Pelotas, I took passage in the

'Guayiba ' to Rio Grande. The night was so rough

on the lake that almost everyone on board was sea-

sick.

After a day's rest at Rio Grande I started with

Mr. Crawford and his brother-in-law in a whale-

boat for Arrial, and in three hours we cast anchor

in view of Mr. Crawford's farm. The only incident

on the voyage was shooting some black swans,

which line the coast in thousands opposite Ilha

dos Marineiros ; but we could not pick up those we

killed, for the sea was running so high and a stiff
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breeze filling our sails , that the boat was almost

unmanageable and at times threatening to cap-

size. Our sailors were two good-humoured Por-

tuguese, who knew their business well. As the

wind was favourable we scarcely altered our course

the whole way, keeping almost equidistant

between the low sandy range of the mainland and

the verdant island of Mariners, on which some neat

farm-houses are observable. The coast-line from

Rio Grande to Arrial is a succession of sand-hills

for 20 miles without a sign of animal or vegetable

life, and so heavy for riding that the voyage by

whale-boat is the usual way of travelling.

Abreast of where we have cast anchor is the

fazenda of Senhor Brun, who is believed to be de-

scended from some English settler, possibly named

Brown : the farm-house is a snug one, and the

owner is said to be a very worthy old gentleman .

While the sailors are wading in the shoal water,

about to transfer us to a smaller boat, a market

waggon comes down on the beach and José (for it

is Mr. Crawford's gardener) drives into the water

and takes us aboard a long narrow vehicle, such as

one sees in the German colonies. After reaching

terra firma, we meet old Mr. Brun on horseback, a

hale-looking man for eighty summers.
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A charming green lane, reminding me of the

quiet country scenery in England, with over-arch-

ing trees and one or two cottages on either side,

conducts us to the manor-house of Arrial, which is

built in the ordinary Brazilian style, a flight of

steps leading up to a spacious apartment like a

ball-room, from which bed-rooms open off to the

right and left : the basement is used for cellars

and the like. Mr. Crawford purchased this place a

few years ago for the trifling sum of 500l.: there

are 40 acres of ground, one half planted with fruit-

trees, the garden last year producing 100,000

oranges. A magnificent pine-tree, in the centre of

the grounds, is ascended by a ladder, and from the

branches views may be obtained of the whole

country, Rio Grande being clear to the eye. After

dinner we stroll through the garden, where some

English apple and Monte Videan pear-trees are

found among the tropical fruits of Brazil. This

place is about fifty years old, having been laid out

by a wealthy merchant of Rio Grande for a brother

who had lost his reason. The proposed railway from

Rio Grande to Pelotas would pass by here, bring-

ing Arrial within half-an-hour of the former city.

A delightful suburb for summer or winter residence

might be laid out in these lovely green fields and
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plantations. Meantime Mr. Crawford intends to

procure from home a steam-yacht, which will run

over to Rio Grande in an hour (15 miles) , and thus

permit him to reside at Arrial if so disposed.

The sun was setting as we stood on the high

ground at the edge of the estate, overlooking

the vast lake, with the jungle and thickets that

intervene. This range of meadow-land would be

well suited for any number of counting-houses, and

Mr. Crawford entertains some hope of selling the

ground to advantage as soon as the railway is car-

ried out. At present he only comes to Arrial for

a month in the summer, leaving it all the rest of

the year to a Portuguese capataz named José, who

had recently married a smart Irish girl, daughter

of one ofthe Pelotas colonists, and Mrs. José keeps

the house in apple-pie order : she was born at

Pelotas, but speaks English as well as her husband

does Portuguese.

The programme for the morrow was as follows :

Mr. Crawford having to return to Rio Grande, his

brother-in-law and I were to start at daybreak for

Poro Novo and Pelotas, taking a native guide who

would bring back our horses, as we should return

by steamer to Rio Grande. Sullen peals of thunder

ushered in the morning, and a black cloud to
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northward presaged a coming storm ; but the horses

were saddled and we resolved to run our chances,

although Mr. Crawford advised us to put off the

journey for a day.

An hour's riding over heavy sand was very tire-

some, and the view flat and cheerless, a house or

a few cattle being seen at long intervals. As the

sun rose we descried ahead of us a wood, which

our guide pointed to, saying " There is Poro Novo.'

When we reached the village it seemed to have no

inhabitants : we rode down a long avenue of trees

interspersed with ruined ranchos, from which not

even a dog started out, and came up to the church

in the plaza : the church was closed , but in front

was a pulperia, where we obtained a glass of cash-

ass and a box of sardines, by way of breakfast.

The pulpero complained that the place was going

to the dogs, and on my asking him what other

inhabitants there were besides himself, he men-

tioned a shoemaker, or rather a man who used to

follow that calling, but had now taken to drink,

seeing the wretched state of things. During our

stay of half-an-hour I did not see a living being

about the plaza or church, but our guide told me

ofa terrible occurrence which happened here a few

years ago. The cura, an Italian priest named
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Jeronimo, was murdered on the steps of the

church after saying the Rosary on Ash Wednesday

evening : the criminal was suspected, but never

punished. The church, although in decay, is a

tolerable edifice of the last century, my guide's

grandfather having been christened there : the

cemetery is attached, contrary to custom in

these countries, but there is little need to consult

public health in the dismal group of ruins which

bears the inappropriate name of Poro Novo.

The storm was visibly rising as we emerged from

the thickets into the open country, and our guide

despaired of our reaching Pelotas before it came

on. Col. Carneiro, a hospitable Brazilian, lived a

few miles to the west of our course, and I proposed

we should make for the friendly shelter ; but the

guide said that in so doing we would expose our-

selves to the chance of not reaching Pelotas for

some days, as the arroyos intervening would be-

come swollen and impassable. From a high slope

we could discern the fringe oftimber which marked

the course ofthe Rio San Gonzalo, as the Pelotas

river is called. Bleak, swampy country now fol-

lowed, with ranchos few and far between, while

the thunder rolled over our heads, and the rain,

like a cloud of dust, came sweeping down from the
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hills behind Pelotas. It was dismal enough, and

we arranged our ponchos to meet the impending

storm. At intervals in these swamps we have to

proceed in Indian file, closely following our guide's

steps, who tells us of different persons lost here

from mistaking the passes between the lagoons,

the bottom of which is generally a thick dark

mud. At one place our guide halts in doubt, but

speedily adopts the device of the Gauchos, in all

such cases, of driving some animal ofthose grazing

near across the stream. We had some difficulty

in prevailing on a calf to show us the ford, and

indeed it was so bad that I was not surprised at

the reluctance of our four-footed vaqueano,'
6

The San Gonzalo woods were about 3 miles

ahead of us, when the rain came down in torrents.

The ground was so bad and uneven that we had to

proceed cautiously. Before a quarter of an hour

our ponchos were wet through; mine was ' guanaco ,'

and incorrectly supposed water-proof. The rain

was very tropical, our poor horses reeling and

staggering under its fury, while the thunder broke

in deafening peals, and the lightning was so bril-

liant and beautiful as to lose its terrors.

It cleared up for a while as we reached the

woods, through which there are bridle-paths in
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many directions, and the trees are so thick that

hardly a drop of rain had penetrated . For half-a-

mile or more this sylvan scenery was uninterrupted,

the paths so narrow that with difficulty could two

horsemen pass each other. A large potrero or

pasture ground intervened between the wood and

the river, and we could see vessels going down

with produce from Pelotas, the turrets of the

church marking the position of that town some

few miles higher up. To our annoyance we found

a strong wire fence completely cutting us off from

the river's side where the boats lay for ferrying

passengers over. In one place the wires were

partly broken, and after much trouble we got our

horses through, regardless of what our guide said,

that the owner had men posted to fire at tres-

passers. A dozen peons, mostly black slaves,

were at work on a kind of causeway from the river-

bank to a warehouse close by, and of them we en-

quired when we should be able to get a boat ; but

they were very insolent and only grinned at us,

while the rain poured down again in a perfect

deluge. The ground all about was a morass. We

hailed boats going up and down, but they heeded

us not. Just then a canoe from the opposite bank

shot across the river, here some 200 yards wide ;
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it brought food for the peons. After much bar-

gaining, the boatmen agreed to pull us up the river

to Pelotas for 10 milreis (17. ) . We had to lie in

the bottom of the canoe the better to prevent its

capsizing ; and on reaching the middle of the

stream we felt the full force of the current, but the

boatmen pulled gallantly through and made for the

opposite bank, saying they had to fetch something

from their house. We found a pulperia or grog-

shop, where we were glad to get a glass of cashass ,

for our clothes were now saturated and sticking to

From this point to the town was five miles,

and I proposed to my companion that we should

walk instead of boating it, but as he had a sore

foot we had no alternative.

us.

Our guide from Arrial had started on his re-

turn journey before we crossed the river : the poor

fellow was as wet as we were and had eaten

nothing that day, but it is incredible what

long journeys a gaucho will make on an empty

stomach.

As we proceeded to re-enter the canoe, one of

the men refused to come, saying his comrade

could manage the canoe without him. We then

found it was the intention to take us up to

Pelotas under sail. It was no use our urging the

M
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danger of such a voyage, for canoes are bad

enough when propelled by paddles, but with a

sail the risk is tenfold . The rain still poured

down in torrents, and we trusted ourselves to the

frail vessel with some such feeling as that even a

dip in the river could not make us wetter. The

boatman, who told us he was a Portuguese, sat

in the stern steering with one hand and managing

the sail with the other, while he took off our at-

tention from any unpleasant reflections about the

bottom of the river by pointing out on the bank

the scene of a great battle, at Paso dos Negros, in

the civil war of 1840, and some saladeros : the

latter are larger and better constructed than in

the River Plate, the city of Pelotas being the

centre of this business in Rio Grande, and killing

over half-a-million cows yearly.

At times the canoe heeled over alarmingly as

some bend in the river caused our sail to fill

rather suddenly. The current was running very

strong down-stream , and I begged the boatman to

keep close to the bank, as I was no swimmer. He

said the river was not very deep as he was steering,

and added that he could not swim a stroke him-

self. Just then came a puff of wind, snapping the

sail out of his grasp, and as it flapped for a
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moment I remained watching events with a con-

viction that in two minutes some of us would be

holding on to the bottom of the canoe. He tacked

-she shook and gave a slight plunge forward,

and away we went merrily and without further

mishap till reaching a wooden mole at a muddy

landing-place where we leaped on shore. The

moral of this tedious journey is, avoid canoes in

general, but never risk your life in one with a

sail.

There was no coach to take us up to the town,

and as we landed we saw a group of mulatto

peons at a pulperia door laughing at us ; they

were half-drunk and bore the marks of their

calling in the saladeros, so we thought it wiser

not to address them, but to ask the owner of the

grog-shop to take care of our saddles while we

proceeded on foot up town . It was over a mile

and in places we had to wade through the pools

in the road, all the time keeping in view the

turrets of the church. At last we came to a large

plaza on the top of the hill, and soon found our

way to the Hotel Europa, which is kept by a

fat Portuguese with half-a-dozen lazy waiters. A

few doors distant was a clothes-shop where we

bought flannel underclothing, and, in fact, a com .

M 2
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plete outfit ; but on taking the paper-money out of

my pocket to pay for these articles, I found it was

almost reduced to pulp from the wetting we had

got. The first thing we did in the hotel was to

get a bottle of cashass, and, before putting on dry

clothes, take a regular bath of this spirit, rubbing

it well into the joints to prevent rheumatism or

other ill effects . It is indeed a sovereign specific

in such cases, as we also experienced on this

occasion, for in half an hour we were entirely

cured of the awful drenching, and took no cold.

Pelotas is a town of about 12,000 inhabitants,

with some regular streets, but for the most

straggling and only half-built, although in almost

every block you come on one or more costly

houses representing an outlay of several thousand

pounds sterling. The place has an air of opu-

lence, active trade, and growing importance,

which is fully justified by the knowledge that it

is the chief centre of the produce or export trade

in this part of Brazil. It is the newest town in

the province of Rio Grande, having been founded

in the present century. The inhabitants, mostly

Brazilian, are thriving, hospitable, and indus-

trious, with a good deal of the Yankee spirit of
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going a-head, besides being remarkably wide-

awake in business matters .

Before we were an hour in the hotel we had

three or four invitations, and, accepting the first,

went to dine with the principal apothecary, a

young Brazilian who studied in England and has

his diploma of pharmacy from a London college

hung over his fireplace. He speaks English per-

fectly, although now three years here, and tells us

there is no Englishman in the town except Mr.

Stewart, an artist, who is travelling all over the

empire, pencil in hand, making short stays in each

town. After dinner Mr. Stewart came in ; a quiet

gentlemanly youth, with the dreamy look of a

poet or painter until he brightened up in conver-

sation : he told us he had been over half Brazil on

foot, with his knapsack and crayons, and had

sketches enough to fill a large album ; everywhere

he met with the greatest hospitality and kindness ,

the planters being loth to let him go. This re-

minds me of a German friend of mine in Monte

Video, who teld me he was two years travelling in

the interior of Brazil without spending a dollar,

the planters being only too glad to find a Euro-

pean to talk to about the exterior world, and in

this way he went from one plantation or fazenda '
6
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to another, being supplied with horses and attend-

ants wherever he went : he also told me of a

friend of his who was eleven years travelling in

the same manner, and added that such a life has

many charms not only from the novelty and free-

dom it supposes, but from the magnificent scenery

of the country and the kindness you experience

from perfect strangers wherever you go. It is a

kind of lotus-eating life peculiarly captivating for

a young man unfettered by family ties ; being,

moreover, harmless and free from the temptations

ofdrink and low company ; above all, it is the life

for an artist.

In the evening we went to take tea with Mr.

Cordeiro, the United States Consul, a native of

Pelotas, but educated and naturalised in the Great

Republic. He told us that the flourishing appear-

ance of the town and its inhabitants was fully

borne out by fact, mentioning a score of people

each worth from 100,000l. upwards. The house

nearly in front of his own belonged to one of these

saladero nabobs, who had expended over 40,0001.

on it, the front being of white marble. Foreigners

who come to Pelotas usually do well, and the

town is so healthy and picturesque that it is sur-

prising there are no English settlers . The
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Italians, who flood the River Plate countries, are

here not to be met with : I saw one, who was

playing a hurdy-gurdy. There are some well-

furnished shops, belonging generally to Portu-

guese or natives . The streets are paved and

clean, and as soon as the gas and water-supply,

already begun, are completed, the city will have

a very respectable appearance. In one of the

outskirts is an enormous hospital building, not

yet finished, and apparently too large for the

place. The great want hitherto felt has been

pure water, the only supply being from the San

Gonzalo river, a little above the saladeros, which

still infected the water more or less. The aque-

duct now in construction is some 12 miles long,

being drawn from the hills, which form an amphi-

theatre on the west side ; and Mr. Cordeiro

advised us to drive thither next morning, as it

commanded the best scenery in the neighbour-

hood. We accordingly made arrangements with

a coachman who was to call for us an hour before

day, so as to profit of the cool hours of morning.

The outskirts of Pelotas have some elegant resi-

dences commanding views of the San Gonzalo

valley. Our road lay in the direction of the

cemetery, and this is the one by which the trade



168 RIO GRANDE DO SUL.

with the Banda Oriental Republic is carried on,

sending thither imported goods in return for

horned cattle . Here I may observe that the

saladero trade in these parts of Brazil is said to

be brisker whenever a civil war is going on in the

Oriental Republic, the armies on both sides de-

voting their energies to sweeping off the cattle,

which they drive across the frontier and sell to

the saladeristas of Pelotas or their agents at

Yaguaron. We met numerous bullock-carts with

hides and other produce. Passing the handsome

villa of Saint Amanda, we saw the sun rising,

its first beams tipping with gold the outlines of

the Cerros before us. The road is of tosca, and a

leagne from town we cross a rivulet called La

Fragata, where there are tea-gardens, a favourite

resort of the citizens on holidays.

About ten miles from town the road branches

off in two directions, one towards Yaguaron, the

other towards the Cerros, and at this point is a

capital wayside inn kept by a French Basque

(from Basses Pyrénées) and his wife, who have

everything scrupulously clean, their son and

daughter being the civilest of waiters, and the

cuisine reflecting much credit on madame the old

lady. At breakfast we met a German engineer,
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engaged in surveying and marking the route for

the new aqueduct. Shortly after leaving the inn

wefound the sun beginning to be hot, and my com-

passion was excited by seeing some poor negroes

carrying small baskets on their head and trudging

the way to town. I learned that this was a

penance given them by their masters for some

misdemeanour, instead of flogging them ; and as

niggers don't mind the sun, the only hard part

was the having to walk ten miles each way, to

bring back say a pound of sugar or a newspaper.

These slaves very often escape across the frontier

to Banda Oriental, and return again in two years,

after which period no master can claim them.

Cachoeira, or ' the waterfall,' is the name of

a picturesque and secluded spot in the Cerros,

famous for picnics, and close to the springs from

which the new water-supply is being taken. Here

we halted for a rest. There is an old mill in

ruins, about which snakes are numerous, and the

orange-trees have their bark everywhere cut with

initials of sentimental idlers : parrots abound

here. The stream which forms the waterfall is

the Sta Barbara ; the water is pure and limpid.

This locality forms a portion of what is known as

the Mendoza chacra or farm. The concessionaire
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of the water-supply is Sigñor Duran, who esti-

mates the outlay at 50,000l. sterling, the aqueduct

being simply pipes laid down from this point to

the town of Pelotas, the distance being variously

stated at 12 to 14 miles. The same gentleman is

concessionaire for the proposed railway from Rio

Grande to Pelotas (35 miles) , about which he

intends shortly going to England .

Near the waterfall we came upon half-a-dozen

men putting up sheds for the workmen who will

be engaged in the aqueduct. The foreman told

us they were much annoyed with snakes : he

expects the water will reach Pelotas before twelve

months.

Our coachman now took us by a road which

goes along a high ridge of the Cerros, with a

pleasant and extensive view on either side .

Farm-houses, surrounded with orange-trees and

herds of cattle grazing in the valleys , succeed each

other for some miles, until we descend into a little

wood through which flows the Arroyo de Micaela,

with rocks rising up on either side among the

foliage ; and here we give our horses a rest. From

the top of the next slope we see Pelotas, and far

away to the left Monte Bonito, where the Irish

colony was located, one or two families still re-
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maining. Crossing another arroyo called the

Sauce,' we strike upon the road by which we

went out this morning. A small market-cart,

driven by an old woman with a cloak over her

head, passes us, coming from town ; the coach-

man pointing to it, says, ' That woman is a

countrywoman of yours.' It was Mrs. Carpenter,

one of the survivors of the colony, who was left

fifteen years ago a widow with several small

children in this strange land, and must have

perished of want but for her assiduous industry,

trust in Providence, and the kind assistance of

many native ladies. She is still poor, but has

raised up a respectable family. Yonder she goes

in her ass-cart with the proceeds of the butter

she has sold in town ; she little heeds the tropical

heat of the day, but is thinking of her family and

humble cottage at Monte Bonito. For twenty

years she has led this life, with many a wish, per-

haps, to see again the wild hills of Glengariff,

where she was born ; but that is impossible.

Those of the Monte Bonito colonists who went

down to Buenos Ayres and tried sheep-farming

have been for the most part very fortunate, and

are now wealthy estancieros.

Passing the cemetery we alighted. Some of the
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monuments were of Carrara marble with bas-

reliefs and statuary, the cost of which must have

ranged as high as 1,000l. sterling.

In the afternoon we went to see the church of

Pelotas (there is only one) ; it was undergoing re-

pairs and a re-gilding of the ceiling : it is a good-

sized, well proportioned edifice. The stranger

will find little of interest, in the absence of public

buildings, unless he go to see a saladero at work,

which to my mind is one of the most sickening

sights imaginable. The cattle are killed , cut up,

and the flesh and hides hung up to dry almost

as quickly as I can write it ; but the peons are

smeared with blood, the ground is a red sea, the

smell is also what you must expect in such

gigantic shambles, the flies are in myriads ; how-

ever, when one is accustomed they tell me it is an

interesting and pleasant occupation, and all ex-

perience shows that saladeros are healthy places

to live in.

Before leaving Pelotas, I may observe that Mr.

Cordeiro's father has a concession for laying

tramways through the town, which are much

wanted. From this town the traveller may pro-

ceed by steamer either upwards to Yaguaron or

downwards to Rio Grande.
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XV.

YAGUARON AND LAKE MINI.

THE Voyage by steamer from Pelotas to Ya-

guaron, 148 miles, is devoid ofinterest, except when

you enter on Lake Mirim ; the steamers are

small and uncomfortable, and the water is often so

low that a delay of some days occurs in getting on

and off the shoals. Yaguaron is a neat, well-built

town of 3,000 inhabitants, situated on a hill-slope

near the mouth of the river of the same name .

The public buildings consist of a church, school,

barrack and custom-house, and if you ascend the

hill on which the new cemetery is placed, you will

obtain a fine view of the Banda Oriental country

beyond the river. On the opposite bank is the

village of Artigas, belonging to the Oriental

Republic, a ferry-boat crossing to and from Ya-

guaron every half-hour. During the Oribe wars,

1842 to 1851 , these two towns were very flourish-



174 RIO GRANDE DO SUL.

ing and a great business was done over the frontier,

especially in killing cattle and shipping the hides ,

the Blancos and Colorados (alternately) making it

a practice in their wars to confiscate the cows and

horses of their adversaries. Yaguaron declined

during the Paraguayan war, a large number of the

male inhabitants either being drafted or having

gone away. Artigas is said to exist chiefly by

smuggling ; but the dealers suffer so much from

the contending factions, that it is by no means a

thriving place, and once or twice a year the floods

ofthe Yaguaron river threaten the lower part of

the town with destruction.

There are few Europeans in these remote places .

An Irishman named Flanagan, who has changed

his name to Fernandez, is a master bricklayer at

Artigas, and an industrious American, who has

lived here thirty years, has a neat residence in

the suburbs ; his wife is a native and he has a fine

family of sons and daughters. At Yaguaron

there is an English carpenter named Fulcher, who

came here with his wife and daughter in 1868 from

Port Natal : there is also an Irishwoman, marriedto

a Frenchman who keeps an hotel. The principal

traderis Senhor Paseyro, a native of Old Spain, who

has a saladero, tannery, and other establishments,
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on both banks of the river, his chief house of busi-

ness being along the Yaguaron custom-house, but

his residence is in Artigas : he is very kind and at-

tentive to strangers, and understands some English.

From Yaguaron the traveller may proceed

inland on horseback to Bargé, Alegrete, &c . , pass-

ing through a very diversified country and meeting

with a welcome at whatever estancias he may pass

en route : it is essential to have a good guide. If

he wish to see something of Banda Oriental, he

can take the weekly diligence from Artigas to

Melo, a stretch of sixty miles of the wildest

scenery, by Conventos, Corral de Piedra and other

localities associated with terrible records of blood.

Scarcely a dozen habitations are met on the way,

and more timber than cattle but little of either.

It is not uncommon for the coaches to break down,

and the conductor generally has a reserve of crow-

bars, &c., to splice an axle-tree or the like.. The

natives along the route have so bad a reputation

that people dislike travelling singly on horseback.

Before reaching Villa Melo, otherwise called Cerro

Largo, there is a fine stone bridge built ten years

ago by an enterprising Frenchman, who was

murdered soon after by a native who objected to

pay the toll. Melo is an interesting town, built by
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the Spaniards in the last century as a kind of

head-quarters for this frontier. It has now about

4,000 inhabitants, several good shops, 4 closed

banks, an excellent hotel, a prison generally full of

bandits from the adjacent woods, a fine state-

school, and some pretty gardens in the outskirts ;

an American named J. B. Lockett has a farm on a

hill near the town. This place is 300 miles from

Monte Video, through a wild and desolate country

which is traversed by diligencia in three days, if

the rivers be not swollen. The telegraph wires

from Monte Video to Yaguaron will pass by here.

But the pleasantest trip from Yaguaron is to the

Rincon de Ramirez on the banks of Lake Mini.

The Indians used to call Lake Patos the Lagoa

Guazir or big-lake, and Mirim (which is smaller)

El Mini or the little ; but the Portuguese adhere

to the name of Mirim. It is 120 miles long and

16wide, is fed by thirty-threerivers, its waters being

for the most part very shallow : there are three great

banks or shoals, Juncal, Zapata, and Sarandy. By

the treaty of 1853 the lake is declared Brazilian

territory ; at present it is virtually closed to com-

merce on the side of the Oriental Republic,

although now and then a boat laden with tiles or

lumber, from Yaguaron or Pelotas, may be seen
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ascending the Sarandi or Taquary, which are

navigable for miles.

Rincon de Ramirez is a kind of peninsula, with

a coast-line of 20 miles on Lake Mini and having

the riverTaquary for its inland boundary : its area

is 500,000 acres, and it takes its name from old

Ramirez, a native of Andalusia and shopkeeper of

M.Video, who bought this immense property for

the sum of 5,000 silver dollars, and came to settle

in this wilderness A.D. 1798. Until recently the

mud rancho was standing in which he lived for

many years, during which strange and varying

fortunes visited this part of the country. The wars

of Artigas devastated the Banda Oriental to such

a degree that the Rincon de Ramirez was left bare

of cattle except such alzada or wild animals as hid

in the woods. Nevertheless so rapid was the sub-

sequent multiplication of stock that in 1845 the

Rincon counted 150,000 cows and 50,000 horses.

The wars of Oribe then ensued, and at their close

in 1851 the total stock did not amount to 20,000

head. At present there are 60,000 cows, 160,000

sheep, and 6,000 horses ; the land value of the

Rincon is about 200,000l. sterling. Two-thirds of

the area have been broken up and sold to the joint-

stock farming companies of Merinos, Mini, and

N
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Cebollati , of which the shareholders are M. Videan

capitalists and English residents. Sor. Ramirez,

son of the original owner, still holds about 24

square leagues or 150,000 acres ; his estancia

house, La Feja, is on the banks of the Taquary ; it

is well-built and commodious, in the Brazilian style,

and ifyou chance to find the proprietor at home,

or any of his sons, you may count on a hospitable

reception. A short mile distant is Sagrera's way-

side inn and general camp-store, where the people

of the Rincon procure clothing, groceries, &c., for

which the old man makes a yearly trip to M.Video :

during the wars of 1851 he was a captain, but now

he leads a retired life here, with his sisters, one of

whom has pleasant recollections of a visit to Cork

and the banks ofthe Lee many years ago. Sagrera's

daughter is wife of Sor. Breschi, manager of the

Mini estancia, and speaks English perfectly,

having been educated by Miss Edye at M. Video.

From Sagrera's it is a picturesque ride to follow

the course of the Taquary to the farm of Haris-

mendy, an industrious Basque, who is on shares

with Sor. Ramirez : his house overlooks the pass

of the Taquary where the coach-road crosses

towards Artigas and Yaguaron, eight leagues

distant. Cattle for the saladeros of Pelotas are
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also driven across here : the river is about 60

yards wide, with steep banks covered with luxuri-

ant timber, the stately palm giving its name to the

neighbouring estancia of El Palmar.

The Rincon suffered not onlyfrom wars but from

two successive plagues, first of tigers, secondly of

wild dogs. About fifty years ago tigers were so

numerous that Ramirez offered 3 dollars a head,

besides allowing the hunter to keep the skin , which

had a marketable value of six to seven dollars. In

one year a fellow nicknamed Yuca-Tigre killed

105, and Juan Silva, between 1825 and 1830,

received payment on 200 heads, or nearly half the

entire number killed in that period . The wild-dogs

were many years later, and Ramirez paid 2 reals

(10 pence) a tail, till 20,000 were killed and the

plague ceased : he states that in two years, from

1849 to 1851 , he paid for 5,000 tails. These wild

dogs used to cause much havoc among the calves,

and on a few occasions were known to pursue a

single rider just like a pack of wolves ; if they

overtook a man on foot he was a certain victim.

The estancia Palmar, about a league from

Harismendy's, has a fine two- story house with a

mirador or watch-tower, and stands on the spot

where old Ramirez had his rancho in the days of

N 2
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contrabandists, Farapos, civil wars, &c. , when he

seldom slept in his rancho at night, but hid him-

self in the neighbouring thickets of the Taquary.

A peach plantation surrounds the house, which is

nowthe abode of a widowed sister of Sor. Ramirez :

there is no idea of comfort within, but a cold, almost

dismal, look, unless you ascend to the azotea, from

which you have a beautiful panorama, the hills of

Yaguaron being plainly visible beyond the Taquary.

Pushing on towards the lake you pass the house

of Louis Correa Pintado, whose daughters make

excellent bread and keep a tidy home. After

crossing some ugly streams you come in sight

of Catumbera, the residence of a kind, hospitable

Brazilian named Grimecindo Mattos, who is

surrounded by troops of children and grand-

children. The house is built on what is known as

a terre-moto or Indian burying-place (in the time

of the Charruas) , and here was found a box of

bones, which, however, may have been the remains

of some Spanish soldiers , who had numerous look-

outs against smugglers. The traveller could spend

some days very pleasantly with Sor. Mattos, and

find plenty of game, from bandurria (a kind of

water-fowl) to tigers and ostriches . He must

beware of tying his horse under a tree called
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Arueda, which has the effect of causing the body

of man or horse to swell if they rest under it,

although the native women have herbs for curing

the same.
It is not so easy to cure the bite of a

Vivora de Cruz, a small snake or viper which is

often met with and takes its name from a cross on

its head. There is a bleak range of country with

tufts of pampa grass ten feet high, from Catumbera

to Charqueada on the bank of Lake Mini. Here

are the ruins of a saladero built by Ramirez, where

one or two Indians still remain : these men are

splendid swimmers. The last European that lived

here was an Englishman named E. B. Goss, from

Liverpool, who was book-keeper, in 1862 , whenthe

saladero was working. The banks of the lake are

a succession of low sand-hills , so white and fantas-

tically shaped that at a distance they sometimes

resemble houses, walls, flocks of sheep, &c. There

is no sign of estancias or cattle to be seen for

miles : the water is of a light green and so shallow

thatyou may walk out 500 yards before you find.

it up to your knees. Youpromontory is known as

Rabo Fiero, famous for tigers ; and that island,

called Isla de Hambre, derives its name from the

fact that a band of smugglers who took refuge

there died of hunger. Smuggling was not looked
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on as very dishonourable at that time, and it is said

some of the first families in the River Plate have

records of daring adventures by their ancestors in

running the gauntlet of the Spanish guards.

If you are in quest of tigers you will be very

likely to find some at the mouth of the Sarandi,

where there are woods and cave jungles : they

generally live by cattle- stealing, and will carry off

a fat calf at night to their lair, but if they have

once tasted human flesh they will eat nothing else

afterwards if they can help it, and are known as

' tigre cebado,' so terrible to the natives that they

then turn out in full force and never rest till they

have killed him. A tiger that is not cebado ' will

hardly attack a man, unless in self-defence. On

the banks of the Sarandi is a comfortable farm-

house belonging to José Francisco Larrosa, who

has a well-educated family and fine establishment ;

his pigs and Rambouillet sheep are famous in this

part of the country, and his estancia, which he has

on halves from Ramirez, comprises 11 leagues or

70,000 acres of good land : he grows sugar-cane

to fatten the sheep. His next neighbour, ten miles

distant, is an Irishman named John Roberts, from

Cork, who hasthe management of several thousand

sheep belonging to Los Merinos joint-stock
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Company. The Sarandi at Larrosa's is 30 yards

wide, and hard to cross after rain. Between here

and the lake are some enormous ant-hills, three or

four feet high. Arroyo Malo has plenty of

water-fowl. Arroyo Lapota is infested with

tigers, as you will learn if you halt at Major

Muslera's house ; his family also suffer from ghosts,

owing to the usual cause, the house having been

built on a terre -moto of the Charruas. El Mini

is another of the joint-stock farming companies

in which Messrs. Ramirez, Jackson, Fernandez,

O'Neill, &c. have embarked, and here they have

built a fine house on top of a hill which commands

an extensive view. The estancia has an area of

nearly 100,000 acres (14 leagues), comprising

numerous rivers, fringed with timber, debouching

into Lake Mini. The company was formed in 1868 ,

with a capital of55,000l. Mr. Breschi, the manager,

and his wife, are very hospitable.

The estancia of Atalaya, where the present Mr.

Ramirez resided for thirty years before building

La Teja, is on a commanding hill at the entrance

to the Rincon, and constructed as a fortress , to

prevent freebooters carrying away cattle. The

word Atalaya signifies a watch-tower,
On one

side is the river Taquary, on the other the Arroyo
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Tapota, each about two miles distant, with a long

fringe of timber which abounds in game. The

whole territory ofthe Rincon is spread out at your

feet. The house is a solid quadrangle of stone,

with an inscription in dog Latin over the entrance

to the effect that it was built by Gulielmus Fowler,

A.D. 1839 , and the exterior has only one window,

which is strongly barred and formerly served as a

shop, for Mr. Ramirez used to keep a general store

to supply the wants of the neighbours, and as

passers-by in those times were often unpleasant visi-

tants, there was no shop-door, but the barred win-

dows always allowed room for a bottle or a pair of

boots to be passed through. The flat roof rendered

the fortress complete, and the inmates could stand

a siege of any odds or duration. But when you

enter the court-yard you find Mr. Fowler's inscrip-

tion was premature, for the house has not been

finished, and the range of apartments on one side

has never been roofed, while the doors and windows

are wanting in another. Two sides of the quad-

rangle are inhabited by the manager, his family,

and someIrish peons from South Africa . Ostriches

are to be counted by the dozen hereabouts, but

you must not shoot or " bolear ' them without

special permission from the owner of the ground ;
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they are valuable not only for the feathers but also

for the eggs, which make excellent omelets and

often form a portion of the peons' food . Half an

hour's ride from the Atalaya is a hill which has

been dug up in all directions by disappointed

treasure-seekers, an old native woman of reputed

wealth having lived here, and no one ever knew

what became of her money, if she had any. The

ruins of her house are still standing.

From the Atalaya to Yaguaron is a ride of four

hours, the distance to Artigas being ten leagues,

and then across by the ferry. There are several

streamsand thickets on the waywhichwere formerly

infested by matreros,' and one place which now

serves as a wayside inn and is kept by a German

has the unenviable notoriety of two families who

resided there having been murdered successively .

The lawless condition of the Oriental Republic is

indicated by the iron bars on all the windows,

which you never see when you cross the frontier

into Brazil . Even at present it would not be well

for a single traveller to ride about the Rincon de

Ramirez unless he had a trusty vaqueano ' or

guide, and a good revolver : the thickets or banks

of rivers are often dangerous, and only three years

ago there was in the prison of Cerro Largo a fellow

6
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named Fernandez who confessed to have murdered

over twenty persons ; he had not the least remorse

for it, and was so fond of display that the fringe of

his poncho was hung with silver two-real pieces.

It is more than probable he is again at large,

not 100 miles from these parts. The townsfolk of

Cerro Largo, when the order came to remit him

to M. Video, knowing that assassins invariably got

free again in a few months, proposed to bribe the

escort to shoot him on the way and allege that he

had tried to escape ; but a revolution broke out

soon after, and the order for his removal was coun-

termanded. It often happens in these revolutions

that a ' guapo,' one who has murdered several

people, is released from prison and promoted.

If time and companions offer, the traveller

might make a pleasant journey from Yaguaron to

the gold-washings of Cunapiru near Sant-Ana do

Livramento, which are partly in Oriental, partly in

Brazilian, territory. General Goyo Suarez, Mr.

Rogers, and others have establishments there.
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XVI.

GERMAN COLONIES IN SANTA CATHARINA

AND OTHER PROVINCES.

BESIDES the colonies in Rio Grande there are

others no less flourishing in Santa Catharina, San

Paulo, Parana, Espirito Santo, Minas Geraes, and

Rio Janeyro.

The Blumenau colony, in Santa Catharina,

stands among the foremost for the numbers and

wealth of its community, and takes its name from

the founder, Dr. Hermann Blumenau, who after-

wards transferred it to the State. The Paris Ex-

hibition awarded it one of the special prizes set

apart for institutions of most benefit to humanity ;

nor can anything be devised more beneficial for

the surplus population of Europe than colonies

such as this. Since its transfer to the Imperial

Government this colony is known as Itajahy. Its

first foundation dates August 4th, 1860 ; it has an
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area of 140,000 acres, of which about 4,000 are

under crops. The population is 6,947, of whom

two-thirds are Catholics, one-third Protestants,

with chapels, schools, and cemeteries for each deno-

mination. The annual returns show three times as

many births as deaths. Besides such articles for

their own consumption as sugar, rice, maize, wheat,

and farinha, the colonists raise a large quantity of

tobacco, their export returns showing 9001. worth

of tobacco in rolls, and 4,8001 . of sawn timber.

Their imports amount to 8,500l. The colony

counts no fewer than 73 saw-mills, distilleries, &c . ,

and 6 schools. The farming stock is small, viz.—

306 horses, 987 cows, 26 goats, 1,431 pigs, 5,300

hens, and 205 bee-hives. The colonists have made

46 bridges, 48 miles of high roads, and 50 miles of

bridle-path through the woods . Dr. Blumenau

acts as agent at Hamburg for the Brazilian Govern-

ment, and selects the most suitable emigrants,

shipping them for even a lower rate of passage

than they would have to pay to New York, the

Imperial Treasury paying the difference. In 1868

he sent out 9 vessels with 1,097 adults and 489

children for this colony, charging the Government

26 thalers (say 41.) per head for adults, and 20

for children ; but in the following year he reduced
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it to 23 for adults and 17 for children . Thus

the total cost of the emigrants to the Brazilian

treasury, when landed in the country, is not much

over 31. per head, big and little. Two-thirds are

Prussians, and the rest chiefly from Saxony,

Hanover, &c., except 3 per cent. Austrians and

Swedes.

Doña Francisca was founded by the State in

1847. The Hamburg Colonisation Company sends

out 400 settlers yearly, at the same time construct-

ing a road 160 miles in length, and purchasing

from Government at a reasonable price 100,000

acres along the route of the same. The colonists

are chiefly natives of Prussia, and nothing can be

more flourishing than their condition : they have

their own municipal council, and their exports

annually rise to a high value. This colony is now

more generally called San Francisco. The popu-

Jation numbers 5,237, including the village of Join-

ville, which counts 1,172 souls. They are nearly

all Protestants, there being only 734 Catholics .

There are pastors of both persuasions, and 12

schools, attended by 561 children . The Minister

of Agriculture reports as usual that the colonists

are industrious , and crime of any kind is unknown.

They have 35 sugar-factories, and 77 mills and
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distilleries, of which three are driven by steam-

power. Their exports consist of timber, cigars,

arrow-root, butter, hides tanned, rice, sugar, &c.

to the value of 21,000l. , their imports amounting

to 18,000l. They have 2,465 cows and horses, be-

sides swine and poultry in great numbers, and 413

bee-hives. There are 110 miles of roads in the

colony, and the State spends about 1,200l. a year

in making new ones. The great highroad to the

Ignassia and Negro valleys in the province of

Parana, of which 20 miles are made, has already

cost 16,000l.

An English colony called Principe Don Pedro

proved a failure. The ship Florence Shipman '

brought out in 1868 some hundreds of Irish and

English settlers from Wednesbury, who had little

or no knowledge of farming. On their arrival at

Rio Janeyro they were met by the Emperor in per-

son, who conducted them to the nearest church to

assist at a Mass of Thanksgiving, and then handed

them over to his Ministers to be provided for.

The lands unfortunately were ill -chosen, or at

least the place where the colonists ' huts were put

up, for an inundation occurring some weeks after,

it washed away the huts, drowned two of the

settlers, and so discouraged the rest that the
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colony was broken up and the Brazilian Govern-

ment very generously provided the poor people

with passage back to England .

The province of San Paulo counted 40 colonies

so far back as 1859, all of which were established

by Brazilian planters, except Nova Germania

founded by Karl Kruger. Some of them had only

from 50 to 100 colonists, and the largest were :-

Ibica, founded by Senator Vergueiro . 757

San Geronimo, Senator Gueiroz 567

San Lorenzo, "" Luis de Songa Barros 444

San Joaquin, Dr. Lacerda 185.99

Boa Vista, Benedicto Camargo . 173

Cauritinza, Dr. Jordan 125""

Angelico, 99 Senator Vergueiro 133

Independencia, Monteiro and Son 121
""

Saranjal, 22 Luciano Nogueira 146

Sete Quedas Joaquin Amaral 116

Morro Azul, "" Joaquin Camargo
115

Cresciumal Senator Gueiroz 10039

Some ofthese afterwards burst up, the colonists

alleging with much truth that they had been

grossly deceived, and that their condition was

little better than that of the slaves . As the Minis-

ter of Agriculture says in his report to the Legis-

ture, it is culpable to bring out Europeans to work in

Brazil unless on their own ground, and the sweat of

their toil should never be turned to the advantage

of speculators or traffickers in labour. He adds
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that the conduct of the San Paulo planters not

only disgusted the Imperial Government, but

damaged so much the name of Brazil abroad that

emigration was greatly checked .

The only State colony now existing in San Paulo

is Cananeo, which counts 623 settlers, mostly

Swiss, who are indebted to Government more than

2,000l. for advances. Their annual produce, in

maize, beans, rice, coffee, sugar, &c., is valued at

3,7001., each settler having a farm-lot of 100 bra-

zos square, say 13 acres English. In 1868 some

Irishmen were sent here, but they did not like the

idea of making roads in the colony, or cutting

timber in D. Alfonso Bulhaw's saw-mill at Guaraha

for wages much lower than some of their friends

were earning on the San Paulo Railway. They

made their way afoot to Santos, where the British

Consul at once found them employment, except

one Samuel Keats , a musical-instrument maker,

who got back to Rio Janeyro and there procured

an engagement at his trade. Some Englishmen

and Germans were working at the Guaraha saw-

mill when the Government commissioner, Dr. Con-

tinho, arrived there, but the poor people's wages

were so much in arrear that disorders were appre-

hended.
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The San Paulo Government has just concluded

a contract for the introduction of several thousand

Germans within five years, and as the climate and

soil are favourable ,it is likely this Province will soon

compete with Rio Grande and Santa Catharina

in the way of colonisation. An English enterprise

with a capital of 250,000l. has been recently

started, the nature of which is thus set forth in the

prospectus :

وو

"The Company has purchased the " Angelica

Estate, situated in the Province of San Paulo, con-

taining about 26,000 acres, of which a large por-

tion is coffee land of the first quality. The build-

ings on the estate comprise a stone dwelling house,

houses for colonists, substantial and large stores,

and coffee and saw-mills driven by water power.

The estate is under the management of Mr. Karl

Koch, a German gentleman, who has had over

fifteen years' experience in the management of

coffee estates in Brazil.

' The existing coffee plantations on the estate

comprise about 780 acres, having thereon 200,000

bearing trees (which yielded, in 1870 , 27,239 al-

queires 5,600 cwt. of coffee) , and 100,000 young

trees. They are at this time chiefly cultivated by

colonist families, who will form the nucleus for

=
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the extension of the colony under the Government

Emigration Contract. The Company contemplates

the employment of 1,200 families in the cultivation

of about 8,000 acres to be planted with coffee.

The yield from the estate will be annually in-

creased as the existing young trees, and those to

be planted, come into bearing, and may, when the

whole of the plantations are in full bearing, be

estimated to reach at least 90,000 cwt. of coffee.

The price to be paid for the

Government contract is 126,000l.

estate and the

Ofthis amount

the vendors (the New London and Brazilian Bank)

take 50,000l. in fully paid-up shares of the Com-

pany, and guarantee upon the amount paid up on

the share capital of the Company an average divi-

dend of not less than 7 per cent. per annum during

the first three years from the date of allotment.

6

For the purpose of encouraging European emi-

gration to Brazil, in view of the abolition of slave

labour throughout the Empire, the Brazilian

Government has granted to this Company impor-

tant subsidies, estimated to produce 128,000l. , in

addition to an annual payment of 48,000 milreis

during five years, which will at the exchange of

24d. amount to 24,000l. The Company will thus

be enabled to offer to emigrants more than ordinary

inducements and advantages, and it has reason to
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believe, on the authority of gentlemen of great ex-

perience in emigration matters, both here and in

Hamburg, that a considerable number of emi-

grants will gladly avail themselves of the same.

"The " Angelica " Estate is eminently fitted for

the reception of emigrants ; it is watered by two

rivers, has extensive woods, with timber suitable for

all purposes, and is distant only 60 miles fromCam-

pinas, to which town the railway will be opened in

the spring, and 10 miles from the thriving town of

Rio Claro, which has a large German community.

"The Province of San Paulo contains an area

of about 100,000 square miles, and is the most

celebrated in Brazil for the good quality of its

coffee and the large average yield per acre. Its

climate is one of the most healthy in the world,

and the largest portion of the Provincebeing at an

elevation of 2,500 feet above the sea, the heat is

not excessive. As regards the progress of the Pro-

vince and the fertility of its soil, no better evidence

can be given than the figures contained in the

latest published official returns, which show the

value of the exports from the port of Santos to

have risen from 131,4431. in the year 1848, to

1,974,9197. in the year 1871 .

6
As regards the communication between the Es-

0 2
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tate and the Port of Santos, the San Paulo Railway

(the most successful railway in Brazil) runs in a

direct line as far as Jundiahy-a distance of 87

miles ; and the extension of this line to Campinas

-another 17 miles -will be almost immediately

opened for traffic. For the remaining distance of

50 miles to the town of Rio Claro, a provincial

company has already applied for a concession.'

The Imperial Government has concluded a con-

tract with an English firm to send out 100,000 Eng-

lish agricultural settlers in a period often years, and

these will probably be located in colonial groups

over the three Provinces of San Paulo, Santa Catha-

rina, and Rio Grande. The Brazilian Consul at

Antwerp has, moreover, instructions to give free

passages to all farming emigrants properly recom-

mended, and send them out by Messrs. Ryde's

steamers ofthe Belgian and Brazilian Mail line.

The Province of Paranà has two state colonies,

besides that of Superaguy, founded by Senor

Gentil, with 496 settlers .

Assunguy, in the district of Coritiba, consists

chiefly of French farmers from Oran, in Algiers ,

whose crops were destroyed by locusts in 1868.

Having sent an envoy, M. Huet, to look out for

suitable lands in Brazil, this gentleman went
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over the Provinces of San Paulo and Paranà, at

last fixing on the department of Coritiba. The

only lands that could be given gratis were

covered with forest ; and as M. Huet told the

President that his countrymen were more accus-

tomed to ploughing than felling timber, and had

not money to buy cleared land, the Imperial

Government came to their aid and advanced to

Messrs. Huet, Imbert, and Schaeffer the sum of

4317., with which they bought a fine fazenda near

Coritiba : the Polymnie ' soon arrived from Mar-

seilles with the first batch of ninety colonists, who

were afterwards joined by others from that port

and a small number of Germans.

Theresa was founded many years ago bythe

Imperial Government with 250 colonists, near

Ponta Grossa at the confluence of the Ivahy and

Paranà rivers . Its extreme remoteness has pre-

vented its growth, and it is unadvisable to send

Europeans so far into the interior ; but the prin-

cipal object was to establish a centre of population

in so important a geographical locality, which

was also on the direct route to the distant inland

province of Matto Grosso. As soon as roads with

the seaboard cities and provinces be established ,

this place must command an important future.
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Besides the Germans there are 17 French, and

the total population is 435 : the land is moun-

tainous, but they cultivate successfully sugar,

tobacco, and cereals. They have a number of

mills, distilleries, and kilns for making tiles.

The colony is under the direction of Mr. Gustave

Rumbelsperger, whose expenses of administration

amount to 460l. per annum. The situation of

this colony is marked on the map as 24-34 S. lat.

and 53.45 W. long.

The Province of Espirito Santo has three state-

colonies. Santa Isabel was founded some twenty

years ago by the Imperial Government, and has

now some thousands of flourishing settlers, who

have been emancipated from all state-control and

formed into a municipal community, after the

manner of San Leopoldo and Itajahy.

Santa Leopoldina is of nearly the same date as

the former, and has 2,000 inhabitants ; but its

progress has been retarded by the want of roads

and the unfavourable nature of the ground.

Messrs. Knorr & Co. of Hamburg annually send

out fifty or a hundred settlers, at expense of

Government, for this colony.

Rio Novo was founded several years ago by

Major Dias da Silva, and subsequently purchased
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by the Imperial Government. As the colony

suffered greatly for want of proper roads, the

Government caused the Rio Novo to be cleared of

obstacles and rendered navigable, since when it

has progressed favourably. It is not exclusively

European, but includes 328 natives, chiefly co-

loured people : the entire population is 734, form-

ing 193 families, and cultivating 1,200 acres,

under coffee, rice, beans, &c. The total area ceded

to the colony is about 12,000 acres. Their an-

nual crop averages 100 tons of coffee and 6,000

bushels of cereals. The colonists have petitioned

Government for 500l. to put a bridge over the

Rio Novo on the road to Itapemerim. A chapel

is being built, and better schools are much needed,

there being 200 children who can neither read nor

write: of the adults 140 can read. The colonists

are chiefly Catholics, there being only 59 Pro-

testants .

The Province of Minas Geraes has two state-

colonies. Pedro Segundo was founded some

twenty years ago by the Union and Industria

Company, which opened up the trade of this pro-

vince by a magnificent highway of macadam, 91

miles long, to Petropolis, whence the Mauà Rail-

way affords easy transit to Rio Janeyro. The
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colony is in the picturesque district of Juiz da

Fora, and counts over 1,200 Germans, of whom

two-thirds are Catholics. There is a resident

Evangelical pastor ofGerman priest, and the

Petropolis attends to the Protestants, who num-

ber 379. The schools are attended by 141 child-

ren. The colonists have 3,000 acres under tillage,

and derive great advantage from the good roads :

they still owe the Union Company 6,7007. for

advances or land sold to new settlers, of whom

about fifty arrive yearly. By a contract with the

Imperial Government the Union Company con-

tinue to manage the colony, besides a Modern

Agricultural School, which is well worth visiting.

The traveller who may happen to be at Rio

Janeyro should make it a point to visit this

colony, which is surrounded by magnificent

scenery : he can proceed by the Pedro Segundo

Railway to Entre Rios and Juiz da Fora, return-

ing vid Petropolis, the Mauà Railway and steam-

boat to Rio Janeyro. Numerous German settlers

are also found about Petropolis ; some of them

are famous for the quaint and artistic walking-

sticks which they carve out of the coffee-tree.

One in particular, who lives on a hill overlooking

the Emperor's palace, has beautiful chefs-d'œuvre,

including cabinets, chimney-ornaments, &c. Pe-
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tropolis enjoys a delightful climate even in the

depth of summer, being at an elevation of 3,000

feet in the Sierra da Estrella, and is the resi-

dence of the Corps Diplomatique. Nothing can

be more wonderful than the zigzag road, with

stone battlements, which is cut as it were in

galleries up the steep side of the mountain, con-

necting Petropolis with the Mauà Railway.

Mucury, in the district of Minas Novas, founded

some twenty years ago by a Joint Stock Company,

is now managed by a Government director, Dr.

Carvalho Borges, and receives yearly 200 Saxons

or other North Germans through Mr. Robert

Schloback of Hamburg. The colony is situate on

the confines of Minas Geraes and Bahia, com-

prising two groups, one at Ribeiras das Lages,

the other at Philadelphia.

There are sundry other colonial settlements ,

some founded by Provincial Governments, some

by private parties, and in many of which most or

all of the colonists are natives. They may be

briefly classified thus :-

Province ofRio Janeyro.

Jacob Van Erven's

Wallao dos Veados

Independencia, of W. da Gama

Sta. Rosa, of Count Beaupendy

Sta. Justa, of Carneiro Bellens'

Colonists .

counts 2,354

"" 540

318""

• 14222

12329
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Maranhao.

Colonists.

Arapapathy, founded by Government 368

Sta. Theresa, of M. Bittencourt 140

Pirucana, Joint- stock Company
112

Bahia.

Commandatuba, founded by Government

Engenho Novo, of Sor . Pereyra

290

100

The Imperial Government has marked out

700,000,000 square brazos, or 835,000 acres, for

new settlers : in farm-lots of 40 acres it would

suffice for 21,000 families.
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The trade of Brazil in 1876 amounted to

£35,575,000 sterling; viz. imports £17,215,000, and

exports £18,360,000 ; shewing an increase of 3 per

cent in imports, and a decline of 12 per cent in

exports as compared with 1875. The returns for

1876 were

Rio Janeyro...

Imports Exports

£10,136,000 £10,055,000

Bahia... 2,124,000 1,504,000

Pernambuco .. 1,962,000 1,177,000

Rio Grande... 895,000 1,113,000

Pará... 720,000 1,254,000

San Paulo .. 501,000 1,724,000

Maranham-... 350,000 285,000

13 other provinces 527,000 1,248,000

£17,215,000 £18,360,000

The revenue and public debt of the principal

countries in S. America are as follows :

BRAZIL revenue 11 millions stg., debt 68 mil-

lions, trade 35 millions.

ARGENT. REPUBLIC ; revenue 3 millions, debt

14 millions, trade 18 millions sterlg.

PERU ; revenue 6 millions stg , debt 44 millions,

trade 13 millions sterling.

CHILE ; revenue 3 millions, debt 9 millions,

trade 15 millions sterling.
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SPANISH WORKS on LITERATURE and

SCIENCE in all its branches is kept on hand and

constantly received with the latest European and

American publications .

Messrs Jacobsen & Co. supply with greatest care

and punctuality.

EUROPEAN AND AMERICAN

PERIODICALS, PAPERS and MAGAZINES

in yearly and halfyearly subscription .

Terms moderate. Catalogues, Specimens and

all particulars, post free, on application .

Orders for Periodicals and books published in

the River Plate may be handed in

LONDON to Messrs. Longmans & Co. Paternoster Row

O. Lorenz 3 Rue des Beaux Arts.

K. F. Köhler, 16 Poststrasse

C. Bailly- Bailliere 10 Plaza de Sta .

Gaet. Brigola

PARIS "" ""

LEIPZIG

MADRID "" ""

MILANO ""

HAMBURG 99 99

NEW-YORK B. Westermann & Co.99 ""

RIO JANEIRŐ C. & H. Laemmert.99

August Blumenthal .

[Ana.

Wherealso enclosures for friends in the River Plate (stating

contents) will be received and forwarded with security.

Letters to be addressed to Casilla 855 Buenos Ayres.
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HOTEL DE PROVENCE

33-CALLE CANGALLO-33

BUENOS AYRES

J. PERES Y Co.

Se encargan de Banquetes, Bailes , Pic-

'Nics, Cenas etc. , todo del modo

mas recherché

Este Hotel, establecido hace mas de 28 años ,

ofrece la mejor comodidad para familias que visitan

Buenos Aires. Se reciben pensionistas. La cui-

sine es excelente, los vinos mas escojidos.

THE STANDARD

ESTABLISHED A. D. 1861

M. G. AND E. T. MULHALL

EDITORS AND PROPRIETORS

160 Calle San Martin 160

Published every morning ; subscription $30 m/c per [month ;

Office hours 8 to 6..

THE WEEKLY STANDARD

Published every Wednesday. Subscription $ 240 m/c. per annum

in advance. Subscription for parties residing outside of Pro-

vince of Buenos Ayres, £ 2 stg.

PACKET EDITION.

Published the day before the leaving of each English Mail fo-

Europe containing the news of the fortnight, commercial sum

mary, forwarded to foreign subscribers.
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THE CELEBRATED SHEEP DIP

LICOR DERMATOSICO

Prepared by S. TORRES & CO. , Druggists .

GUARANTEED INFALLIBLE FORTHE CURE OF SCAB

IN SHEEP.

After long experiments and innumerable trials we have suc-

ceeded in preparing the above Sheep Dip, by the use of which

we guarantee the thorough eradication of Scab in Sheep . Besi-

des cheapness and easy application, it has the great advantage

over all other similar preparations of being completely soluble in

water, a circumstance which admits of our liquid penetrating to

the very surface of the skin without spotting the wool or

making it adhere.

METHOD OF USING IT WITH THE BRUSH

Mix one part of the Dip with (8) eight parts of water and

apply it to the affected part with a brush.

METHOD OF USING IT AS A DIP.

Mix one part with twelve of water-warm water is better-

and bathe the animal therein .

The cure may be effected by means of bathing during the

shearing, but it is preferable to delay the same for one or two

months after, as it can be done more carefully then, although

the partial cure with the brush ought to be practised every

time a sheep is observed to be a ffected.

A second application will cure the most inveterate scab to-

tally, and impede the spread of this serious evil . This we

guarantee on the authority of many of our principal estancieros .

Prepared and sold exclusively by

S. TORRES Y CO.

69 & 71 69 & 71DEFENSA

BUENOS AYRES

N.B.-We likewise sell the well-known Remedy for the Cure

of Foot Rot (Morriña) , the use of which will destroy the mag-

gots produced by this disease in the hoofs of sheep ; and it is

proved to be the best preventive for the inflammation caused

after castrating stallions. One application will save a valuable

animal.
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SANTIAGO TORRES & CO.

APOTHECARIES & DRUGGISTS.

69 & 71 CALLE DEFENSA 69 & 71

The best and freshest medicines on hand.

This house better known as the Botica de Bishop,

is one ofthe oldest and most accredited in the city.

COUNTRY AGENTS

Dn. JOSE GOITEA, Capilla del Señor

Dn. BENITO MUNOZ, Lujan & Rodriguez

TORROBA HERMANOS, Mercedes and Chivilcoy

AULD BROTHERS, Chascomus.

J. BARTON, Olivera.

R. DEWEY, Cañuelas.

FLORENTINO BLANCO 6 HIJOS

Once de Setiembre.

SPECIALITIES

Brandy bitters-the king of tonics-Licor Der-

matosico, the best of sheep washes- Pastillas de

la Reina Victoria, inoented and made only by Ma-

dame Torres and so, called from the royal patro-

nage they so liberally possess .
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THE

AMERICAN BANK NOTE Co.

ENGRAVE AND PRINT

Bank Notes, Bonds for Govern

ments and Corporations, Bills

of Exchange, Certificates of

Stock, Postage and Revenue

Stamps, Policies of Insurance,

and allkinds ofSecurities,

In the Finest and Most Artistic Style,

With all the requisites to prevent Counterfeiting,

AND IN A BUILDING PROOF

AGAINST FIRE

ALBERTG. GOODALL, President.

C. L. VAN ZANDT, Vice Pres. & Manager.

Tuwo H. FREELAND, Secretary.

Gro. H, Staynm , "Treasurer.
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La Bienhechora del Plata

COMPANIA GENERAL DE SEGUROS MUTUOS

SOBRE LA VIDA

Gran Caja de ahorros

Sobre titulos del Credito Publico al 6 por ciento consolidado y

sobre Cedulas Hipotecarias a eleccion del Director para la crea-

cion de capitales, dotes , viudedades y rentas .

Autorizada por decreto del Gobierno Nacional,

de 7 de Mayo de 1864,

Junta Directiva

Sr. Don Vicente E. Casares

29

99

Pedro Hölterhöff.

Enrique Ochoa.

Junta de Vigilancia in Buenos . Ayres

Don Eduardo T. Mulhall.

29 27 Manuel D. Gradin.

Sr. Don C. Diaz.

"9 Julio L. Gandara.

1

Inspec'ores Generales

Sr. D. JORGE PERRY,

Montevideo, (Zabala 115 , altos. )

Sr. D. AUGUSTO ASTENGO,

BuenosAyres, (Tucuman 77.)

BANQUERO EL BANCO DE LA PROVINCIA,

1
DOMICILIO DE LAS COMPAÑIAS :

BUENOS AYRES, CALLE DE LA FLORIDA 128, PRIMER ALTO.
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Companias de Seguros Nacionales

A CARGO DE DON

Francisco F. Moreno.

"LA ESTRELLA"

Sociedad anonima de Seguros Maritimos y contra incendio,

autorizada por superior decreto de 23 y 24 de Octubre de 1865.

Consejo de Administracion

Sr. Don Enrique Ochoa, Presidente.

99 29 Enrique N. Hart, Vice-Presidente.

Vocales

Sr. Don Francisco Bustamente.

Pastor Senillosa.22

Ramon Sardá.""

99 Alejandro B. Sivori.

Inspector Seccion Incendios

SR. DON GUILLERMO SCHINDLER.

Esta Compañia asegura riesgos maritimos y de incendio con

arreglo a sus polizas y a las primas usuales en la plaza de

Buenos Ayres.

LA SEGUNDA ARGENTINA

Sociedad anonima de Seguros maritimes y contra incendio ,

autorizada por superior decreto de 5 de Abril de 1877:

CONSEJO DE ADMINISTRACION

Sr. Don Jacobo Parravicini, Presidente.

Enrique Ochs, Vice-Presidente.39 99

VOCALES-Sr. Dr. B. A. Jardin, Sr. Don Juan Lopez. Sr. Don

Manuel Gradin, Sr. D. Juan Storni, Sr. D. Alej. B. Sivori.

DIRECTOR GENERAL- Sr. Don Francisco F. Moreno.

INSPECTOR SECCION INCENDIOS-Sr. D. Guillermo Schindler.

Esta Compañia asegura riesgos maritimos y de incendios con

arreglo a sus polizas y a las primas usuales en la plaza de

Buenos Ayres.
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Preparaciones Especiales

DE

LANMAN & KEMP.

NUEVA YORK

El Tonico Oriental

PARA

EL CABELLO

Es un agradable y benigno especifico para

peinar el cabello, y evitar las canas, removiendo

la Tiña y la C spa, conservando el cabello,

espeso y sedoso hasta una edad muy avanzada.

AGUA FLORIDA

DE

MURRAY Y LANMAN

Con tanta razon llamamos "El Per-

fume Imperecedero." Universalmente

usado para perfumar el pañuelo, lo mismo

que para el tocador de las damas de buen

gusto, como para el baño por las personas

apreciadores de lo bueno. Se la conside-

ra como el perfume sin rival en todo el orbe. Sirve ademas como

un zahumelio en las habitaciones de los enfermos, y proporciona

gran alivio en el langor, fatiga, postracion, nerviosas y vértigos,

&c. &c.

Aceite de Higado de Bacalao Puro

PREPARADO Y GARANTIZADO POR

LANMAN & KEMP, NUEVA YORK.

Consiste en el jugo

de los higados del Ba-

oalao estraido por la

compresion, sin la ac-

cion calorica, inmedia-

tamente despues de ser cogidos en los Bancos de Terra-Nova : es

dulce y agradable al paladar, conteniendo Yodo en gran propor-

ion. Esinmejorable para la Tisis, Congestion del Higado, la

mismo que para fortalecer la debil constitucion de parvulos, in-

duce la gordurasaludable de los mismos é imparte buen color.
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LA

ZARZAPARRILLA

DE

BRISTOL

ELGRAN PURIFICADOR DE LA SANGRE

Se garantiza ser benigna y cura infalible en toda forma de

Escrofula, Ulceras incurables, Perniciosas, Sifilis, Tumores,

Erupcione Cutaneas Malignas ; lo mismo que para toda afeccion

que tenga su origen en la impureza de la Sangre o Humores.

Las Pildoras

VEJETALES AZUCARADAS DE

BRISTOL

El medicamento anti-bilioso mas poderoso que

se conoce, garantizandose que solo contiene sustancias vegetales.

La P. dofilina y Leptandrina constituyen sus principios activos.

Son un antidoto infalible contra la Jaqueca, Flatulencia, Gastri-

tis, Cardialgia, Indigestion, Dispepsia, Congestion del Higado,.

Dolor de Costado o de Espalda, Constipacion del vientre, Almor-

ranas y para toda complicacion del Higado, Estomago y Riñones.

La Tos, el Resfriado , la Bronquitis

e Inflamacion

CURADAS CON EL

PECTORAL DE ANACAHUITA

El gran remedio Mejicano, que ha sido qui-

micamente analizado, y el juicio critico formulado por el Froto

Medicato Imperial de Berlin y endosado unicamente como pose-

yendo la mas alta escelencia. Cura toda afeccion de la gargan-

ta, pulmones y pecho radicalmente.
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ATKINSONS' PERFUMERY

Celebrated for nearly a Century past, is of the very best English

Manufacture. For its purity and great excellence

it has obtained the following

EXHIBITION PRIZE MEDALS,

London, 1862. Paris, 1867. Cordoba, 1872. Lima, 1872.

Vienna, 1873. fhiladelphia, 1876 .

ATKINSONS' CHOICE PERFUMES FOR THE HANDKERCHIEF

White Rose, Frangipanni , Ylangylang, Stephanotis, Oporanax,

Jockey Club, ErsBouquet, Trevol, Magnolia, Jasmin, Wood

Violet, and all other odours of the finest Quality only.

ATKINSONS' FLORIDA WATER,

a most Fragrant Perfume distiled from the choicest Exotica.

ATKINSONS OLD BROWN WINDSOR SOAP,

Celebrated for so many years, continues to bemade as heretofore.

It is strongly perfumed, and will be found very durable in use.

ATKINSONS' QUININE HAIR LOTION,

a very refreshing Wash, which stimulates the Skin to a healthy

action and promotes the growth of the hair.

ATKINSONS' CELEBRATED EAU DE COLOGNE

is recommendod, as more lasting and fragrant than the German kinds.

Atkinsons' Ethereal Essence of Lavender,

a powerful Perfume distilled from the Finest Flowers.

Atkinsons' Quinine Tooth Powder, Violet Powder,

Kacassar Oil, Glycerine Cream, Bears' Grease , Cold Cream,

Sachet Powders, Transparent Glycerine Soap ,

Rose Toilet Powder, Toilet Vinegar, Veloutine,

White Rose Tooth Paste,

and other Specialities and general articles of Perfumery, may be

obtained of all dealers throughout the World,

and of the Manufacturers,

J. & E. ATKINSON,

24, Old Bond st., London, W.

PRIZE LIST FREE ON APPLICATION

CAUTION.-Messrs. J. & E. ATKINSON manufacture their articles of one

and the best quality only . Purchasers are cautioned to avoid counter-

feits by observing that each article is labelled with the firm's Trade Mark,

A White Rose on a golden Lyre," printed in seven colours, without

which no article can be genuine.

Established 1799.
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DINNEFORD'S

SOLUTION OF

MAGNESIA.

LA. MAGNECIA

FLUIDA DE DINNEFORD

ES EL MEJOR REMEDIO PARA

La Acidez del Estomago, Dolores de Cabeza, la Car-

dialgia, la Indigestion, los Erutos y Afecciones

Biliosas.

ES LA MEDICINA FAVORITA de los MEDICOS

PARA CURAR LA GOTA, LA GOTA REUMATICA,

EL MAL DE PIEDRA

Y OTRAS ENFERMEDADES DE LA VEJIGA.

Y EN LOS CASOS DE

FIEBRE Y FEBRICITANTE IRRITABILIDAD de la PIEL

PRODUCE LOS EFECTOS MAS AGRADABLES Y REFRESCANTES.

Como medicina segura y suave para los Niños ,

Mugeres de delicadas enfermedades. peculiares en

los embarazos, LA MAGNESIA DE DINNEFORD es

indispensable.

PREPARADA POR

DINNEFORD Y COMPANIA,

QUIMICOS,

172, NEW BOND STREET, LONDRES,

Yse vende en todas las Boticas y Tiendas

del mundo.
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FABRICA

DE

BALANZAS

DE

Bianchetti Herns. y Bonaccio

214-CALL-CALLE SAN MARTIN-214

BUENOS AYRES.

En esta casa se vende toda clase de balanzas

y romanas.

Especialidad de balanzas para Barracas y Sa-

laderos.

Balanzas para pesar carros, de una fabricacion

especial y unica en el pais ; en las cuales pueden

pesarse con toda facilidad los carros cargados.

Es el surtido mas completo que puede ofrecerse

PRECIOS MODICOS

Los fabricantes garanten la superioridad de sus

trabajos que pueden atestiguarlo ademas sus mu-

ohas obras empleadas en numerosas casas de co-

mercio.

**
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BARCLAY & SONS'
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BARCLAY & SONS
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E

95......Farringdon Street.95

LONDON, E.C.

SPECIAL AGENTS FOR SIR JAMES MURRAY'S

FLUID MAGNESIA.

Export Orders promptly attended to.

CATALOGUES POST FREE ON APPLICATION.
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ARGENTINE REPUBLIC

Department of Immigration

WORK AND LABOR OFFICE .

The Municipality of Monte Caseros (Entre Rios)

advises us by note of June 7th. that it will give 100

land grants of 50 acres each (500x500 varas) near

that town and along the East Argentine (Concor-

cordia) Railway. One farm of 50 acres will be

given free in perpetuity to any agricultural family

of 3 or 4 persons the Municipality handing them

the titles on taking possession . The land is very

fertile and better situated than most other colonies,

as the Concordia railway provides cheap and easy

transit for produce and merchandize.

At San José de Esquina (province of Santa Fè)

there are now disposable 110 farm-lots which the

Government offers gratis to agricultural families,

on condition merely of their engaging to build a

house, fence and cultivate the land,

Persons availing themselves of the above farm-

grants will require to possess sufficient means for

their support till getting in the first crop, as well

as for purchase of seeds and farming implements,

since the grants offered are simply ofland as above.

From each of the Provinces we have daily ap-

plications for numbers of hauds, offering high wages

for farm-laborers and artisans. As the time ap-

proaches for harvest there will be a still greater

demand for laborers in all parts of the Interior.

Free passages given to all parts of the Republic..

A. MAMBRONI,

anager.

Corner of Corrientes and 25 Mayo.
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IMMIGRATION DEPARTMENT

OFFICIAL NOTICE

National Labour Office May 20th 1876.

Ytapua, in the Provincia of Corrientes, is an im-

portant district, with 3000 inhabitants engaged in''

yerbales and stock raising. It wants agricultural

families.

Agricultural products such as onions, garlic, po-

tatoes, beans, flour etc. are brought from long dis-

tances : any agricultural families settling there can

prosper. The Municipality of the town, which is

divided into lots of400 by 400, give same gratis.

The first twenty families to settle will receive

working animals, and havetheir fares paid. Theland

is fertile, and cane and timber for building pur-

poses at hand.

Fifty men can find employment in the yerbales :

wages, 16 hard dollars a month, and board, on con-

dition of delivering every day four arrobes of

dried Yerba for anything above this they receive

eight gold reals per day.

PASSAGE PAID

F. ANDREAS.

Chief Clerk.
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The National Immigration

Office

Labour Department

NOTICE

The undersigned feels it his bounden duty to

advise the public, as well employers as employed,

that he is in constant contact with persons of every

walk in life from the richest capitalist to the

humblest house-servant.

This despartment has placed several thousands

ofhands in various lucrative posts, as-

COOKS,

STEWARDS,

HOUSEMAIDS,

FARM LABOURERS,

CLERKS ,

AND

RVEN PROFESSIONAL MEN

N. B.-Passages paid to any part ofthe country.

No charges or fees ofany kind.

Buenos Ayres, August 11th 1875

ALBERTO MAMBRONI.

Chief of the Department.
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BIZE NDALSAVORY&MOORE'SILVERDALLONDON, 1002.

CELEBRATED

PANCREATIC EMULSION

Prepared under the Direction of the Physician who introduced

it as a remedy.

FOR CONSUMPTION AND WASTING

DISEASES. In cases where the loss of the power of Digestion

and Assimilation are prominent symptoms, it is the most potent

Remedial Agent. It is the only remedy which can supply the

place of Cod-Liver Oil, or give the power of digesting it.

PEPTODYN, The New Digestive Agent,

is a combination of the whole of the digestive secretions, forming

an invaluable remedy in the treatment of all forms of Dyspepsis,

and all diseases arising from imrerfect nutrition

SAVORY&
BEST

wha
ni

MOORE'S

As suppliedto

The RoyalNur

series

and containing the

FOOD Highestamount of

FOR

INFANTS

Nourishment

in the

Most digestible

and convenient

FORM

143, New Bond st

London.

And to be had of all Chemists, &c.

DATURA

IN CIGARETTES

and other Forms

for smoking and

Inhalation
and Chronic

TATULA
Bronchitis

SAVORY & MOORE FOR

143 , New Bond Street,
ASTHMA

LONDON

andto be had of all Chemists.

SAVORY & MOORE,

143, New Bond Street London.
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SMALL

STEAMERS.
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R. J. FULLWOOD & Co.

The superiority of this truly excellent PURE AND UN-

ADULTERATED

ΑΝΝΑΤΤΟ

consists in its producing in Cheese and Butter that rich. perma-

nent bright golden or cows ip tint solmuch desired by all Cheese

and Butter Factors, and so universa ly approved in London and

other great Markets.

Messrs. R. J. FULLWOOD & Co's

Fluid Extract and Cake annatto

NOW STANDS

UNRIVALLED AND TRIUMPHANT ALL OVER THE WORLD

The great celebrity of, and increasing demand for FULLWOOD'S

make has led to spurious imitations, and to protect the consumers

from fraud, Messrs. ,R. J. F. & Co. now stamp all their prepara-

tions with their Trade Mark, as above-A Stag with Olive

Branch,-to counterfeit which is felony.

ANNATTO WORKS :

24, SOMERSET PLACE, HOXTON, LONDON.

ESTABLISHED 1785.

Sold throughout England and Colonies, by all Chemists and

Druggists, but sec you get "R.J. FULLWOOD's" with the Stag
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BANCO NACIONAL

42-RECONQUISTA-42

Horas de Oficina de

10 a.m. a 4 p.m.

COBRA

Por descuentos y saldos a su favor en cuenta

corriente 12 por ciento.

ABONA

Por depositos en cuenta corriente 3 por ciento.

En caja de Ahorros.... 6 id.

A plazo fijo de de 30 dias...... 4 id.

id 60 6 id.
""

id 90 7 id.
"

Buenos Ayres, Julio 22 de 1876.

EL DIRECTORIO.
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